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THE AMBITIOUS GUEST

One September night a family had gathered round
their hearth and piled it high with the driftwood of
mountain streams, the dry cones of the piné, and the
splintered ruins of great trees, that had come crashing
down the precipice,. Up the chimne«y'?mared the fire,
and brightened the room with its broad blaze. The faces
of the father and mother had a scber gladness; the
children laughed, The eldest danghter ¥was the image
of! Happiness at seventesn, and the aged grandmother,
who sat knitting in the warmest place, was the image
of Happiness grown old. They had found the herb
stheart®s-ease” in the bleaksst spot of all New England,
This family were situated in the Noich of the White
Hills, where the wind was sharp tlhroughout the year
and pitilessly coid in the winter, giving their cottage
all its fresh inclemency before it descended on the valley
of the Saco. They dwelt in a celd spot and-a dangerous
one, for a mountain towered albove their heads so steep
that the stones wculd often rumble down its sides and
startle them at midnight.

The daughter had just uttered some simple jest
that *filled them all with? mirth, ‘when the wind cam®
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through the Notch and seemed to pause before their
cottage, rattling the door with -a scund of wailihg and
lamentation before it passed into the vnliey « ¥For a mo-
ment® it saddened them, though there was nothing unu-
sual in the iones. But the family were glad again when
they perceived that the latch was lifted by scme travc;ler
whose footsteps had been unheard amid the dreary Plast
which heralded his approach and wailed as he was
entering, and we2nt moaning awz\xy from the door,
Though they dwelt in such a soilitude, Athes-a people
*hold daily converse with¢ the world. The - romantic
pass of the Notch is a great artery through which the
lifefllﬂood of internal commerce is continually throbbing
between Maine cn one side and the Green Mduntains
and shores of the St, Lawrence on the other. The staga
coach always *drew up? before the door of the cottagsa,
The wayfarer with no companion but his staff paused
here to excimnga a word, that the sense of lonelinﬂess
might not uiterly ovércome him ers he could pass
through the cleft of the mountain or roach the first house
in the valley. And here the teamster on his- way to
Portlind market would *put up® for the night, and, if
a bgchei]p_r.,: ‘might sit an hour bego"nd the u;ual bedtime
and steal a. kiss from the mountaiﬂ_,rméid *at parting.?
It was one of those primilive taverns where the traveler
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pays énly for food and ledging, but meets with a homely
kindness beyond.all price. When the footsteps were
heard, therefore, gctween the outer door and the inner
one, the whole family rcse up, gr.andmoiher, children
and zll, as if about tc welcome some ons who belonged
to them, and whose fate ,was linked with theirs,

The door was opened by a young mzm.::x His face at
first wore the melancholy expression, almost despone
dency, of one who travels a wild and bleak road at
nightfall and alone, but soon *brightened up® when he
saw the kindly warmth of his reception. He felt his
heart spring forward to meet them all, from the old
woman who wiped the chair with her apron to the little
child that held out its arms to him. Ons glance and
smile ¥placed the stranger on a fcoting of innacent
familiarity with? the eldest daughier.

+sAh! this fire is the right thing,”” cried he, *fespe-
cially when there is such a pleasant circle romwnd it, I
am guite benumbed, for the Noich is just like the pipe
of a great pair of beliows; it has blown a terrible blast
in my face all the way from Bartlett.”

s*Then you are going toward Vermont??’ said the
master of the house as he helped to take a light knap-
sack off the young man’s shouiders,

s*Yes, to Burlington, and far enougrh beyon&,’f re=
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plied he; ¥ meant to have been at Ethan Crawfords
tonight, biét a pedestrian *lingersi® along such a road as
this. It is no matter; for wvhen I saw this good fire and
all your cheerful faces, 1 f_elt as if you had kirdled it on
purpose for me ard were waiting my arrival, So I
skall sit down among you and *make myself =t bome,”?1t

The frank.-hearted siranger had just drawn his chair
to the fire when' something like a heavy footsiep was
beard without, rushizg down the steep side 65 the
mouniain as with Iong and rapid sirides, and taking
such « leap in passing the cottage as to strike the
opposite precipice, The family Eéld their breath,
because they knew the sornd, aud their gziest held his
*hy instinct,i2

“The old mountizin has thrown a stons at us *for
fearl® we should forget him,”? said the landlorﬁ, recos
veﬁhg himself. :*Fla someciimes mods bis head and threas
tens to come down, but we are cid neizhbors, and
agree together pretty well *upon the whole,¥ Besides,
we have a sure place of refuge *hard by'® if he should
be coming ¥n 'good earpest.’? 16 '

Let us now suppose._the strangsr to have fiunished
his supper ‘of bear’s meat, and by his natural felicity
of msiner {0 have placed himself on a focting of

kindness with the whole family; so that they talked as
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freely together as if he belonged to their mountain
brood. - He was of a proud vet gentle spirit,y haughty
:ind reserved among *the rich and great,1? but ever
r;ady to stocop his ‘hend“ to the lowly cottage door and
be like a brother or a son at the poor man’s {ireside,
In the household of the Notch he found warmth and
simplicity of fealing, the pervading intelligence of New
England, and a poeiry of native growth which they had
gathoered when they little thought of it from the mountain-
peaks and chasms, and at the very threshold of their
romantic and dangerous abole. He had {raveled far
and alone; his whole life, indeed, had been a solitary
path, for, with the lofty cauticn of his nature, he had
*kept himsslf apart from'S those who mightdotherwise
have been his companions, The family, too, though so
kind and hospitable, had that consciousness of unity
among themselves and separation from ¥the world at
largs!? which in every domestic circle should still keep
a holy place where no stranger may inirude. But this
evening a prophetic sympathy impelled the refined and
edlicated youth *to pour out his heart? before the
éimple mourftainéers, and constrained them to answer
him with the same free confidence, And thus it should
have been. Is not the kindred of a common fate a
cluser tie than that of birth?
—10m
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Th: secret of the young man’s character was a high
and abstracted ambition, He could have borne to live
an undistinguished life, but not to be forgotten in the
grave, Yearning desire had been iransformed to hope,
and hépe, long cherished, had become like certainty
that, obscurely as he journeyed now, a glory was to
beam on all his pathway, though not, perhaps, while he
was treading it, But when posterity should gnze back
into the gloom of what was now the present, they would
trace the brightness of his footsteps, brightening as
meaner glories faded, and confess that a gifted one
had passed from his cradle to his tomb with none %o
recognize him.

ssAs yet,*” cried the stranger, his cheek glowing and
his eye flashing with enthusiasm—:<as yet I have done
nothing. Were I to vanish from the earth tcmorrow,
nono would know so much of me as you—that a name=-
less youth came up at nightfall from the valley of the
Sace, and *opened his heart? to you in the evening,
and passed through the Notch by sunrise, and was seen
no more, Not a soul would ask, ‘Who was he? Whither
did the wanderer go?’ But I cannot die till I have
achieved my destiny. Then let Death come; 1 shall
have built my monument ,?

There was a continual flow of natumi emotion

B
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gushing forth araid absiracted reveric which enalbled the
family fo uuderstand this young man’s sentiments,
though so *{oreign from?2! their own, With quick sen.
sibility of the ludicrous, he blushed at the arder into
" which he had been betraved,

You laugh =2t me,” said'he, taking the eldest
daughter’s hand and laughing himself. ¢You think my
ambition as nonsensical as if T were to freeze myself to
death on the top of Mount Washington only that people
might spy at me from the country round-about, And
truly that would be a noble pedestal for a man’s siatue,

]t is better to sit here by this fire,”” answered the
girl, bilushing, ¢aad be comfortable and contented,
though nobody thinks about us.”

««] suppose,’® said her father, after a fit of musing,
t‘there i1s somesthing natural in what the young man
says; and if my mind had been turned that way, I
might have felt just the same. It is sirangs, wife, how
his talk has set my head running on things that are
pretty certain never to *come to pass.??

«*Perhaps they may,”” observed the wife. ¢«Is the
man thinking what he will do when he is a widower?®’

“No, nof’” cried he, repelling the idea with *re-
proachful kindaess.?* «When I think of your death,
Esther, I think of mine, too. But I was wishing we

14
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had 5z good farm in Bartlett or Bethichem or Littleton,
or some other township round the White Mountains,
but not where they could tumble on our heads. I should
want to ¥stand well with?® my neighbors and be called
squire and sent to Genergl Court for a term or two; for
a plain, honest man may do as much good there as a
lawyer, And when I should Le grown quite an old man,
and you an old woman, so as not to be long apart,
I might die happy enough in my bed, and leave vou
all crying around me. A slate graveslone would ¥suit
me? as well as a marble one, with just my name and
age, and a verse of a hymn, and something to let people
know that I lived an honest man and died a Christian,”?

s¢There, now!’’ exclaimed the stranger; ¢4t is our
nature to desire a monument, be it €lats or marble, or
a pillar of granite, or a glorious mamory i:p the uni-
versal heart of man.”?

«We're in a strange way tonight,”” shid the wife,
with tears in her eyes. ¢*They say it’s a sign of some-
thing when folks’ minds ¥*go g-wandering?? so, Hark t‘d
the childreni®

They listened accordingly. The yonnger children
bad been put to bed in ancther room, but with an open
door between; so that they could be heard talking busily
among themselves, One and all seemed to have *caught

e f6o
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the infection 28 from the fireside circle; and were out-
vying each ‘oth‘er in wild wishes and childish projects-of
wl';a:t they would do wh"en they came to be men and
wqmen, Af length a little .boy, .instead of. addressing
his hl_‘otﬁe,rs and sisters, called out to. his mother :

ss1711 tell jou what l'wish, mother,’” cried he! I
want you and father and grandma’m, and all of us, and
tl}e étra?gex', too, to start rignt away and go and take
a drink ‘out of the basin of the Flume.*

‘Nobody coyld help laughing at the child’s notion
of leaving a warm bed and dragging them from a cheer=
ful fire to visit the basin of the Flume-—a brook which*
tumbles over the precipice deep within the Notch,

“The boy had hardly spoken, when.g'wagon rattled
slong the road and stopped a moment before the door.
It appeared to contain two or three men who were
cheering their hearts with the rough chorus cf a song
which testunded *in broken notes?® Letween the cliffs,
while the singers hesitatéed whether to continue their
jouiney or put up here for the night,

_ wFather,?” said tke girl, ¢rthey are *calling you by
name,’’30
~ But the good man doubted whsther they had really
callm{I hin;,: and was unwilling to show himself “too
*solicitous of gain®l by iaviting people to patronize his
c =18
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house.” He _therefore did not hurry to the door, and,
the lash lieing scon applied, the ‘trav,e]ers-ijltlnged-:izifo
thg,JNotch, still singing and.laughing, though their i:iusic
and mirth came back drearily  from the heart of the
mountaifx,

f‘There motherf? . cried the boy again: .«they’d.
have glven us a nde to the Flame,”?

Again the_v laugnea at the child’s pertinacious- fancy
for a might ramble. But it happened that a light cloud
passed over the daughter’s spirit; she looked "gravely
into thn. f;re and drew a‘breath that was almost a sigh.
It fo.ced its way, in spite of a httle struggxe to repress
it. "Then, startmg and blushmg, "she looked quxcklv
around the icircle, as if they hdd *caught'd ghmbse
ints her bosom .32 The stranger asked what she' had
been thinking of.

«Nothing,’” answered she,r with downcast- smile;
ssonly 1 felt lonqéome just then.”r

;‘“Oh, I have always had a gift of fecling whatisin
other people’s hearts,’” said he, half seriously. ;‘Shail

I tell the *secretsd? of yours? For I know what to think
when a' young girl shivers by a warm hearth and coms
plains of _lonesomeness at her mother’s side. ‘Shall‘ I
*put thes;{éefi ags into words p 3577

«tThey would not be a girl’s feelings any longer if

e 20w
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they could be putf intc words,” replied the mcuntain
nympk, . laughing, but avoiding his eye.

All this was said apart. Perhaps a germ of love
was springing in their hearts so pure that it might blos.
som in Paridice, since it could not be matured on earth;
for women worship such gentle dignity as his, and the
proud, contemplative, yet kindly, soul is oftenest capti«
vated by simplicity like hers. But while they spoks
so;tIv, and he was wqtchmg the. happy sadness, tha
hg,htsome shafouws, the shy vearnings of a :ndens
nature, the wind through the Notch tock a desper and
drearier sound. It seemed, as the fanc_ifuL st’rﬁ}xgef
said,’ Iike the choral strain of the spirits of the Plast
who in old Indian {imes had their dwelling anmiong thete
mountains, and made ¥their heighis and recessess? a
sacred region, There was a wail aloag the road as if
a funeral were péssing= To chaze away the gloom, the
fami:ljv threw pine-branches on their fire till lhe dry
leaves crackied and the flame.arose, *d.isco‘v.éring35 once
again a scene of peacé and humble happiness. The
light hovered about them fendly and caressed them, all
There were the little faces of the children pesping from
theu‘ bed apart, and Lere the f—t‘h\,r s fmrm, of strength,
the mother’s subd sed and carefux mxen, “the hwh-bmwed
youth, the budding gizl, and the good old grandam
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still knitting in the warmest place.

The aged woman looked up from her task, and with -
fingers ever busy was the next to speak,

«0Old folks have their notiox\xs,” said she; ¢fas ‘jvell;
as young ones, Yowve been wishing and planning and
letting ‘vonr heads run on one thing and ancther {iil
vou've set my mind a-wandering too, Now, what
should an old woman wish for when she can go but a
step or two before she comes to her grave? Children,
it will haunt me night and day tili I tell you.”

¢t What is it, mother ??? cried the husband and
wife, at once. )

Then the old woman, with an air of mystery which
drew the circle cleser round the fire, informed them
that she had provided her-grave.clothes some vears
pefore—a nice linen shroud, & cap wﬁth a muslin -ruff,
and everything of = finer sort than she haci worn since
her ‘wedding day. But this evening an old superstition
had strangely recurred to her, It used to be said in her
yoimgé}ﬁ days that if anything were ¥amiss with?? a
corpse, if pfﬂy the ruff were not smooth or the cap did
not set right, the corpse, in the coffin and beneath the
clods, would sirive to put uprits cold hands and arrangs
it, The bare thought made her nér%rous .

¢« Don’t talk so, grandmothér,” said the girl,
Sy 2
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shiiddering ,

ssNow,”® contiaved the old woman with singular
eatnesiness, yei smiling strangely at her own folly, I
want one of you, my children, when your mother is
dressed and in the cclfin,...I want one of you to hold a
lecking-glass over my face, ¥*Who knows but?®® I ma:
take a glimpse at myself, znd see whather all’s right.”?

«0ld and young, we dream cf graves and 'inonu-
ments,” murmured thc stranger youth, «Iwonder how
mariners feel when the ship is sinking and they, unknown
and nndistinguished, are to be buried together in the
ocean, that wide and pameless sepulchre??

For z mcment the old woman’s ghastly conception
so engrossed the minds of her hearers that a sound
abroad in the night, rising like the roar of a blast, had
grown broad, deep and terrible before the fated group
were conscious of it. The house and all within it
trembled; tke foundations of the earth seemead to be
shaken, as if this awiful sound were the pcal of the *last
trump. 3 Young and old exchanged one wild glance
and remaincd an instant pale, affrighted, without
utterance or pcwer to move. Then the same shriek
burst simuylianeously from all their lips?

«The slidz! The slide {*??

The simplest words must *intimate,t0 but not
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portray, the unufterable horror of the catastrophe.
The victims ruched from their cotiage, and * sought
refuge inf! what they deemed a safer spot, where, *in
contemplation of4? such an emergency, a sort of barri§r
had beeit rearad. Alas! they had quitted their security
and fled right into the pathway of destruction, Down
came the whole side ¢f the meuntsin in a cataract of
ruin,; Just before it reached the house the siream
broke into two branches, shiver&d not a window there,
but overwhelmed the whole vicinity, blocked up the
road and annihilated everything in its dreadful course.
Long ere the thunder of that great slide had ceased
to roar among the mountains the mortal agony had
been endured and the victims were ¥at peace.43 Tﬁeir
bodies were never found,

" The next morning the light smoke was seen stealing
from the cottage chimnz2y, up the ‘mountain.side
Within, the fire was yet smouldering on the heartl, and
the chairs in a circle round it, as if the inhabitants had
but gone forth to view the devas‘tation of the slide,
and would shortly retwrn to thank Heaven for their
rhiraculous escape. All had left separate tokens by
which those who had known the family were made to
shed a tear for each. Who has not he'ard their nams?
The story has been told far and wide, and will forever

28
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b8 a legend of ihese mountains, Poets have sung
'thejr fate ,

There were circumstances which led some'to sypposé
that a stranger had been received into :the cottage on
this awful night, and had shared the c;‘_xt-as‘::rqphe of all
ifs inmates; others denied that there.were :‘Fsufﬁc_ieqt‘
grounds#¢ . for such a conjecture, ’ *Woe fo'ri5 the hi'gh:‘
souled youth with his dream of earthly immértalitf‘
His name znd person utterly unknown, his history, his
way of life, his  plans, a mystery never to be solved,-
his death and his‘existence equally a doubt,m.whosé was

the agony of that deafh moment 3
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THE TELL-TALE HEART

Truel—nervous-.vary, very draadhﬂ;y nervous I had
been and ani; but why will you say thai I am mad?
The dizease had sharpened my senser--not des—troyeﬂ_
not dulled them, Above all was thz sznse of hearing
ncu-te. I heard ail things in the heaven and in the earth.
I heard many things in hell, How, then, am I mad?
Heavken! and cbserve how healthily-——how calmly Ican
tell you the whole story.

It is impossible to say how first the idea entered my

rain; but once concszived, it haunted me day and night,
*Object there was none.! Passion there was none.I
loved the old man. He had never wronged me, He
had never given me insult. #* For his gold I had no
desire,? I think it was his eyel Yes, it was this! One
of his eyes resembled that of a *vulture3-—a pale biue
eye; with a film over it. Whenever it f2ll upon me,
my blced ran cold; and so by degrees—very graduallv.1
made uyp my mind *to take the life of* the old man,
am? thus #rid myself of5 the eve for ever.

Now this is *the point.f You fancy me mad, Mad-
men know nothing. % But you should have seen me 7

—-32—~
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You should have seen how wisely I procged-.with what
caution..avith what foreé%ght...with what dissimulaticn
I went to work! I was ne\;er kinder to the cld man
than during the whcole week before I killed him. And
every night, abont midnight, I furned the latch of his
door and opened it—ch, sc gentiy! And then, whsn I
had made an opening suificient for my head, I put in
a dark lantern, &1l closed, closed, so thawt no light shone
cut, and then I thrustin my head, Oh, you wonld have
laughed fo see how cunningly I thrust it in! ¥ moved it
slowlyw—.very, very slowly, so that I might not disturb
the old man’s sleep.- It *took me an hourd to place my
whole head within the opening so far‘“that I could see
him as he lay upca his bed. Hal.would a madman
have beenn so wise as this? And then, when my head
was weil in the room, I undid the lantern cautiously.-ch,
so cayticusly—cautiously (ior the hinges creaked )1
undid it just so much that a single thin ray fell upon
the vulture eye., And this I did for seven long nights
——every night just at. midnighi——but I found the eve
always closed; and so it was impossible to do the work;
for it was not thé old man who vexed me, bui his Evil
Eye. And every morning, when *the day broke,? I went
boldly into the chamber, and spoke courageously to him,
calling him by name in a hearty tone, and inquiring

. 7. 2
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Lhow he had pasgzed the night, 5o you see he wounld
have been & very profound old man, indeed, to suspsect
that every night, just at twelve, I looked in upon him
while he slept.

Upon the eighth night I was more than nsually
cautious in opening the door. A watch’s minute hand
moves more quickly than did mine, Never tefore that night
tad I _felz the extent of my own powers—ol my sagacity,
I ccald scarcely contain my {eslings of friumph. To
think that there I was, opening the door, little by little,
and he not even to dream of my secret deeds or thoughts!
I fairly chuckled at the idea; and parhaps he heard
me; for he moved on the bed sudd_enly, as if startled,
Now wvou may think that I ¥drew backio—but no, His
room was as black as pitch with the thick darkness,
(for the shutfers were close fastened, through fear of
robbers, ) and so I knew that he could not see the
opening of the door, and I kept pushing it on steadily,
steadily .

I had my head in, and was about to open the
lantern, when my thumb slipped upon the tin fastening,
and the old man *sprang upll in the bed, crying out...
“Who’s therepr”

I kept quite stiil and said nothing. For a whole
hour I *did not move a muscle,’2 and in the meantime

3G
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I did not hear him lie down. He was siill sitting up
in the bed listening;—jcst as I have done, night after
night, hearﬁenimg to the *death watches!3 in the. wali,
Presently I hearsd a slight groan, and I knew it was
the groan of mortal terror. It was nota gr:;an of pain
or of grief.—ch, nzi-—it was the low stifled sound that
arises from the Lottom of the soul when overcharged
with awe, I knew the sound well. Many a night, just
at midnight, when ali the world siept, 1t has welled up
from my own bosom, deepening, with its dreadful echo,
the terrors that disiracted me. I say I knew it well,
I kanew what the cld man felt, and pitied him, althcugh
I chuckled at heart, I knew that he had been lying
awake ever since the first slight noise, when he had
turned in the bed. Iiis fears had been aver since growing
upon him. 1le had been trying to fancy them causaless,
but could not. He had bsen saying to himself—¢¢It is
,*nothing builf the wind in the chimney—it is only a
mouse crossing the floor,” or ¢it is merél_v a cricket
which has made a single chirp.®” Yes, he has been
trying to comfort himseilf with these suppositions; but
he had found all in vain. 4l sz wain; because Death,
in approaching him, had stalked with his black shadow
before him, and enveloped the victim. And it was the
mournfa] influence of the unperceived shadow that
=3 G
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caused him to feel—although he neither saw nor heard
—to feel the presence of my head within the room, )
When I had waited a long {ime, very patiently;
without hearing him lie down, I resolved to open a little
-—a very, very little crevice in the lantern. So I opened
it—you cannot imagire how stealthily, stealthily—until,
at length, a single dim ray, like the thread of the spider,
shot from out the crevice and fell upon the vuliure eya.
It was open—wide, wide open-—and I grew furious
as Igazed upon it. Isaw it with perfect distinciness
—all a dull blue, with a hideous veil over it that *chilled
the very marrow in my bones;i? but I could see nothing
else of the old man’s face or person; for T had directed the
ray as if by instinct, precisely upon the damned spot.
.- And now have I not told vouy that what vou mistake
for madness is but over-acuteness of the senses’——now,
I say, there came to my ears a low, dull, quick sound,
such as a watch makes when enveloped in cotton, I
knew #Zar sound well too. It was the beating of the
old man’s heart. It increased my fury, as the beating
of a drum ¥stimulates the soldier into courage .18
But evenr yel I refrained and kept still. Iscarcely
breathed. I held the lantern motionless. Itried how
steadily I could maintain the ray upon the eye. Meana
time the hellish tattoo of the heart increased, It grew
U Yy T
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quicker and quicker, and louder end . louder every
instant, The old man’s terror musz have been
extreme! It grew louder, I say, louder every moment!
—do you mark me well ? I have told you that I am
nervous; 50 I am. And now at the *dead hour of the
night, 17 amid the'dreadful silence of that old house, so
strange a .noise as this excited me to uncontrollable
terror, Yet, for some minutes longsr 1 refrained and
stood still, But the *beating grew louder, louder! I
thought the heart must burst. And now a new anxiety
seized me-—the sound would be hesrd by a neighbour!

*The old man’s hour!® had come! Witha loud yell, 1

thre_w open the laantern and leaped intc the ~rot::m. He
shricked once-—once oriy. In an instant I dragged him
to ithe floor, arnd pulied the heavy bed over him. I
then smiled gaily, to find the deed so far done, Bu,
for many minutes, the heart heat on with 2 muffled
sound, This, however, did not vex me; it would not
be heard throvgh the waill, At length it ceased, The
old man was dead, I remioved the bed and examined
the corpse. Yes, he was stone, *stone dead.'® T placed
my hand npon the heart and held it there many minutes.
There was no pulsation. Ie was stone dead, FHis eve
would trouble me nc meore.

If still you think me mad, you will think so no
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longer when I descrile the.wise precantions I t:{oi; for
the_cohcealme_nt of the bedy, The night waged, and I
worked hastily, but in silence, First of all T dismem-
bered the corpse. I cut off the head and th§ arms
‘and the Ieg: .

I then took -up three planks from the flooring of
the chamber, and deposited ;;11 between the scantlings.
I then replaced the boards so cleverly, so cunningly,
that no human eye—.not even Zis__could have detected
any thing wrong., There was nothing to wash oute.no
stain of any kind—no blood-spot whatever. T had boen
too wary for that. A tub had cgyught all—hal hat

When I had ‘*ma»de an end of?0 thesa labours, it
was four o’clock-~still dark as midnight. As the bell
sounded the hour, there eame a knocking at the sireej
door. I went down to open it *with a light heart,2lL__
for what had 7 now to fear? Therg cntered three men,
who introduced themselves,” with perfect suavitﬁv, as
cfficers of the polize. A shriek had been heard by =2
neighbour during the night; suspicion of *foul play?2 had
been aroused; information hag been -lodged at the police
office, and they (tha cffiéers} had Bsen deputed to
search the premises . ‘

I smiled,—for z%e? kad I to fear? I bade the gentlea
men welcome, The sbhriek, I said, was my_owxn in a

-y .
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dteam . The old mdn, T mentioned, was absent in the
country. I took my visitors all over the house. I bade
them search—-search well. I led them, at length, to Aés
chamber, I showed them his treasures, secure, undis-
turbed. In the enthusiasm of my confidence, I brought
chairs intc the room, aud‘ desired them-'lzere to rest
from their fatigues, while I myself, in the *wild auda-
city?? of my perfect triumph, placed my own seat upon
the very spot beneath which reposed the corpse of the
victim ,

The officers were satisfied, My manner had cone
vinced them. I was singularly *at egpse,?* They sati,
and while I answered cheerily, they chatted familiar
things. But,'ere long, I felt myself gelting pale and
wished them gome. My head ached, and I fancied a
ringing in my ears; but still they sat and still chatted.
The ringing became mdre distinct—it continued and
became more distinct, I talked more freely to get rid of
the feeling; but it continued and gained definitiveness__
uniil, at length, 1 found that the noise was zof within
my ears.

No doubt I now grew zery pale;_but I {alked more
fluently, and with a heighlened voice. Yet the sound
increased.—and what could I do? It was a low, dwll,
quick sound---much suck a sound as ¢ woich makes when
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enveloped in cotton, I gasped for breath——and yet the
officers heard it not, 1 talked more quickly—..more
vehemently; but the noise steadily Increased, 1 arose and
argued about trifles, *in a high kev?® and with violent
gesticulatiéns, but the noise steadily increa‘sed. Why
zwould they not be gone? I ;Saced ithe floor to and fro
with heavy strides, as if excited to fury by thé obser-
vation of the men—-but the noise steadily increased.
Oh Godl what cosl? I do? 1 icamed—I raved—I sworel
I swung the chair ypon which I bad been sitting, and
grated it wpon the hoards, but the noics arose over all
=g coniinugily increased. Ii grew louder—louder—
Londer! Aﬁd 54111 the men chatfed pleasantly, and smiled,
Was if possible they heard noi? Almighty Godl—no, nol
They heard—thoy suspectedi-they Zzswlihey were
*making a mc;cl:er_v 026 ;v horrorl-—this I thought, and
this T think ., Bat anyihing was better than this agonyl
Anything was more tolerable than this derisionl I
could bear those hypocritical smiles no longer! I felt
that I muyst scream or diel—and now--againl—hark!
fouder! louder! lomderi-—

o+ Villains]” I shrieked, ¢disssmble no more! I admit
the deed!__tear up the planksi_-here, herel-—*it is the

beating of his hideous heart 19727
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