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(?0R BROADCAST USE OiTLY)

Subject: "Hone ?ire Hazards," Infomation fror.i the Bureau of C-iernistry and

Soils, the Bureau of Asricultu.ral Ungineering and the Bureau of Agricultural

Bcononics, U. S.D.A. 'lenu from Bureau of Home Economica, U.S.D.A.

Ou-r youn:; nei^'SooT, Hortice, dashed i:a on his way to school this morning to

see Uncle El^enezer,

"Bet you don't Izaov.' what week this is, Uncle Ehenezer," he said,

"I can't guess. You tell me,"

"Eire Prevention TJeeh," announced Horance, proud of his Icnowledge, "But iiiy

teacher says th^t every week ought to he fire prevention week,"

"You've got a wise teacher," said Uncle Ehenezer,

At this point, Uncle Silas glanced up from his p.aper,

"Look here," said he. Right here in this paper is an article on fires. It

says that losses from fires on farms in this country amount to ahout a hundred

million dollars every year. That's had. And, vrhat's more, fires' in small rural

comraunities exceed a hujidred and si::cty million dollars every year, Tal]; cLOout

economy, Aunt Sammj^, Thinii of all the co-csntry would save hy guarding against

fires. Y'our friends the housekeepers could do a lot to help, these unnecessary

disasters. Do you Imow what really causes most fires? ^7ell, perha-os the \7om.an

who cleaned gloves in the kitchen forgetting tliat the pilot light in the range

might—and did
—

"blow things u-o. Or hot ashes pu.t in a wooden "barrel. Or tne roan

who dozed off while smoking in oed. Oily floor rags left in the corner v;here

they "burned "by spontaneous comhustion. Kindling so close to a fireplace that

sparks flew into it, A cigarette stub th^at fell into a waste "bashet. Matches

left where children could get at them.. Overheated electric irons. Dirty and

defective chimneys. And so. Seems to me just "ood comjnon sense and foret lought

around t'ne house will prevent most fires,"

That was q^aite a long speech for Uncle Silas, hut he says he al^7ays can talk

in a good cause,

E3:ports in fire "orevention have listed some very comm.on fire liazards. You
loiow, many of \is go along day after day rislcing home fires quite unconsciously.

Tliat's too dangerous and too expensive. Shall I tell you what the errocrts say

are the most dangerous fire "nazards in homes?

First, a:i accumulation of unused material anywhere in the house. This means

not only trasli hut also clothing, hoxes or cartons, paper and -oacking materials.
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So keep yo^^^ cellars and attics clean. If you mast store anything, put it away
caref-ully, Accm-Jlations under cellar stairs are especially dangerous. By the

waj'', hero's another important point. Many had fires have occ'orred froii the care-
less habit of searching for things in the attic or cellar with a match or a light-
ed candle.

Second point. Paint rags, oily rags, rags with turpentine or other volatile
solvents are -vevY dangerous. So never store them nor let them lie in a pile.
Destroy the:.i at once.

Third, matches. Many fires have "been started liy matches, supposedly out,

that are carelessly thrown into the waste "basket. Of course, every good parent
laiows that' matches oiJ^ht to he kept well out of the reach of the youngsters in

the family. Many women keep matches on the shelf of the gas range—a most con-
venient place to have them when a match is wanted, BUT a dangerous place heca.use

the shelf may easily hecome hot enough to set the whole "box of matches off.

Bonfires may he a q.uidc way of disposing of ruhhish hut they are a so-orcc

of many had accidents. So burn youi' ruhhish in a suitable container or rabbish
burner so th^at flying sparks or embers won't ignite dry grass or foliage or near-
by buildings,

J'ourth, chimneys. Keep your chimneys clean. Dirty flues cause a lot of
fires. That's wlij/ careful home OTCiers sec that flues are cleaned before the
first fire in the fall. Cobwebs and acc"ijraulations of dust and dirt up the chim-
ney have often started a chimney fire, Losse bricks and cracks in the chimney
sometimes lot s'oarks out and set the roof afire. So once a year s.t least, have
a chimney inspection and cement any loose bricks and fill in craxlcs.

Still another common fire "lazard is the electric iron, particularly one with-
out heat control. You know how it qdcs. The phone rings while you're ironing.
You hurry to answer it, leaving' the iron standing with the current turned on. And
then you forget about that iron. And then, you know what happens. Heat con-
trolled irons are safer. But, even then leaving an iron standing on the board
or on fabric isn't safe, A bad scorch may occar in almost no time. And even
when the iron is turned up or on a stand, in tine it may set fire to the board.

Finally, the experts say that one of the worst fire hazards is cleaning
clothes at home with inflammable fluids. Though I've mentioned this danger often
before, as you remember, I'd like to say my say once more in no uncertain terms,
against this method of dry cleaning. Gasoline, naphth-a and so on are good
cleaners, but they're too dangerous to use. Safe cleaning fluids like carbon
tetrachloride may cost a few cents more, but the extra e:q)ense pays many tiaes
over in safety-,

Now I wonder. Have I forgotten any point about fires that I meaiit to tell
you today? Oh, yes. About using kerosene to start a fire. Th-urabs down on that,
say the experts. To be mire, kerosene is less hazardous than gasoline, but it
acts the saiae waj' when it's heated. Look in the fire records. There you'll
find plenty of accounts of explosions which have killed people trying to qv.icken
fires with kerosene.
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IToT','- let's Z'oxn. from fires to foocl anc. concentrate on plans for oxir Moncla^y

economy neal, Tl^e :iain clish is a ^oocl looking a:;icl different disli— noodle ring
filled i7it:i creai'-ied frizzled chipped 'oeef, Tlien let's Imve fried slices of e£:g

plant, For dessert and salad, all in one, let's have tart frmt salad rmde of

fall fruits in season and served vath crisp salted cracliers. An<i coffee, to

top off the v-ieal \7ith,

I ^7ould lihe to give jov. directions for mailing noodle ring today, right no\-^,

iDut we haven't time. So bring yo"uj:- pencils firct thing tomorrov? and v/e'll have
the recipe for noodle ring.




