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January 21, 1938

roms Prime Minister Princs KONOYE, Fumimaro.
To: Forelign Minister HIROT A Koki.

-b’

I hereby report thet the géner=l principles of the Neotional
Folley hnve been decided =g PEr €nclosure under sepsrate cCover,

THE General Prlnciples O0f the Nat ion=1l Policy

Baged upon the real
n2tional unity, we sheoll
2dministration t- strive

Power internall pment of our Empire
€Xternally, of emergency extendinz over SEVErn]
J€2rs 28 our objective, and after profound conslderation, we
snall carry out the followinggove rnmental policlies:

Sn2ll be based on the realization of
0 Japan, Menchukuo and Chinn,

n €ternol peace in the Orient =nd contribut ion
peace of the world,

Plrmly m2rintaining insepsarable relations between Japan
and Manchukuo, the €stablishment of an lmportant policy téward
Manchukuo sh»ll be éxpected, positive efforts shall be made to

carry Out our policy towards China, »snd efforts shnll be mode
f'or the economic development in the Southern Arc-s,

. Military aims in the China Incident shall be perfectly
°tl=lned, and the status of general mobllizntion completed

"ccordling to the necessit{ of natlonal defense as well os m~king
Plens to strenzthen our m 1itary preperednese, Furthermore,

"ll measurcs shall be taken In response to the prclonged re-
slstance of Chinn,

4, Within the next four years the promotidn of the develop-
ment of important industries shall be pleanned, the over-nlil.
€Xponsion of our produetive Capaclty sachleved, ~nd supplies of
mateérials necessary from the standpoint of nationsl defenss
seécured under » comprehensive Plan, 1ncluding North Chinn, etc.,
besides Japan =2ngd Manchukuo; internationsl beslence of trade
shall be improved Oy promoting the export trade. Thus, the
€stabllishment of a nationnl defense economy =nd the strengthen-
lng of the econimic POwer of our Empire can be Expected,
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D e In the present Inciaent, the home front sh=ll be manapged,
214 clven to the war dead, wounded and dilseased end thelr

families: proper measures shall be tﬂken for demokilization
~nd nrcessnry measures shall be t~ken for the .recovery of
(Jopenese) residents in China. Thus, the future dsvelopnent
of our Emplire 18 expected to be secured.

6. The guldance of nationsal thought shell be strengthened
nd mnde complete, sclence and ailture shall be promoted, =nd
it 1s expected thﬂt educoticn will be reformed in order to
cultivate the character of the pecple of a zgreat nation.,

Tne determination of the nation towards the emergency
n2ll be lncressingly emphesized, ~nd together with the display
I the se2crificlal splirit, every effort sh=1ll be made to enforge

rious pclicles necessery for the stabllizoation ci the n=2tional
vellhood, €specially in the promotion of the development of
i“ulturnl ~nd fishing villages. Furthermore, the promotion
the welfare 0f the medium and minor merchants and manufac-
crs 2and laborers, as_well as the physical strength of the

pPle shall be emphnslzed.

Together with Inposing necessary st~te controls over
I'inance, industry, forelgn treade, transporteation =2nd

cnrtion, power, labor, etc., for the purpose of netion-=l
ness, the promotion of industry, -nd the stabllization
ﬂt*Jnnl 1ivellhood, =an emergency financial pl~on sh~ll Dbe

“Iforts sh2ll be m2de to erordicate and overcome Comnmunism
and other thoughts or sctlons inconsistent with our naticnel
structurec .

10. In order to assure the rapid and precise execution of the
aboveE Dollicles, the pPoliticel ~administration shall be reformed ané
1t 1s expected thet the veriscus orgens of the gsteote shell be

med€e€ 1O conform to this reform.

ReEasons

Although the CHILNG Knl-shek Regime has lost its cepitcl
clty and other important districts, they have not yet awakened
'rom the antl-Japsanesge deluslons; 1instenad, they are still é&x-
pecting foreign assistance »nd =nticipating the economic and
financlal collapse of Japan; they are devotling themselves to
prolonged resistoance,
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Conscquently, it ce2n be Judged that the nationnl characier
1stic to rely on others and 1O insist on (rights of) legitimate
t1tles will tend to prolong =2an obstlinate resistonce.

Meanwhile both Englend =and Russla are skillfully agitating
China and therefore the general trend ol the situ=tion 1is far
from re=ssurins. Counsldering the situation from the long point
»>f view, it 1s necessary for Japen 10 devote itself towards
~chieving the military objectives of this Incident, ~nd plen
fsr the undermining of the long term resistonce by Chin=, togetus
with pleaning Ior = ropid OVEIr-SENS expansion; 2nd 1n ordér to
meet ~ny chonges 1ln the international situation, with national
unity, it 1is necesssry for J=p=n to est=2blish a firm deter-
minatisn and attain complete military preparedneéss. |
next few years as the objectlve, 1t is indeed =n urgent
necescsity that the nation's course be clarifiled, and that ~ll
the elements in cur state CeEVOLE themselves to the attoinment
~f this objective. It 1s 1Or this reason that these general
principles of nationel pollcy WEIE established, nnd ns » policy
~f the =dministration, 1t 1s expected that this will be steadlly

realized.




