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Tokyo for War Orimes Verdiets - Seiji - -

Pull Transiation:

The Emperor has not made any trips this year, although sincere

invitations from various districts, such as HOKKAIDO, KYUSHU, SHIKOKG: ST
‘have been sent to him, It is believed that the Emperor would 1like =
to visit those distriets. However, no official schedule has yet

' been made, although some people in HOKKAIDO and KYUSHU are acting as
if the Emperor's trip has been practically settleds - - Hpdag b
. The Tmperial Household authorities say that it is impossible .
- for the Emperor to visit HOKKAIDO this year since July is already
over. KYUSHU has been eagerly waiting for him since the beginning .
of the year, but the Emperor has decided to postpone his trip until
after the verdict of tte Tokyo lfilitary Tiibunal has been announceds
Accordingly, it will be very difficult for him to visit KYUSHU in =
time for the national athletic meet scheduled for next fall in FUKUOKA.
" The Imperial Household authorities, worried that preparations
for the Emperor's reception are under way in KYUSHU and. HOKKAIDO
when no definite plan has yet been made, sent the following notice -
. to the heads of the local government concerned last April: o

e are 'ihfomed that énthusiastic*ﬁr'e-parations are under way to
welcome the Emperor, but there is no way of predicling when the trip
will be taken. Although this office has been consulting local |

governments on their plans for the Emperor's visit, no decision has
been made vet, There is no need to make any spesial preparations -
Should some preparation by chance be requested, every consideration
will be taken to make the existing facilities suffice and limit
orevarations to ‘a minimum, Until such time, it is requested that - e [N
S TIINE DE O NG T S IS TEqUESts Tor. preparations which Will § -
‘be difficult to meet will be asked." -~ ' ¥ ek it

-
£l

. The local governments co_n_cernad have aifeady replied in
acknowledgment.  Therefore, 1f the Emperor should visit KYUSHU, his

" retinue will further be decreased so as to mexe his trip as simple

— g i — - -

ITEM 5 The Imperor Should Apologize to the People ( Sub-Editorizal
%‘ ovincial Paper: Chuka [lolus,i .- 0 A

! | . luniyasu.

FMull Transiation:

‘Philip SIMMS, an lmerican foreign affairs critic who is opposed
to the abdication of the Emperor, declared recently that the “mperor
should apologize to his people. | |

Since the termination of war, the Fmperor has made frequent
inspection tours throughout the country, but we cannot . understand his
intentions. He has also spoken words of comfort and encouragement
to repatriates and war sufferers, but he has never apologized o them.

Although this editor is not defending the Emperor, 1f he
had apologized to the people -for his responsibility.for the war and
- abdicated his throne immediately after the swrrender, he would
probably have been more esteemed by the people and the outery
against the Emperor system would not have been raised as it 1s,
However, the Emperor has not apologized, but is continuing to
tour the country in an arrogant manner. As a result, the Emperor's
popularity has declined and some are even disgusted with his
impudence . | | ' -
Althoush the Emperor is now the symbol of the state, he will
have no excuse for béing condemmned as a pupnpet if he cannot make
his own decisions. The Emperor is generally believed to be
an expert biologist, therefore, if he were to abdicate and devote
himself to the study of biology, he may be able to contribute much
to academic circles. It is regrettable that such an excellent
scholar should be subject to various criticisms. We hope the
Emperor will take some trustworthy action.
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Poll Shows QO.Ja for Tm; veror' xstem* 68 5 nst Abdication - Emiﬂt‘@__ -

l-;-ﬂl--h i b W

Bl L ai gt B R

W

Summaryi

Since the Japanese pcople have been given the chance to amend the
new Constitution, three ysars alter surrender and two and a half years
alter the effectuation of the Constitution, this paper conducted a public |

_'o*ainron poll on a nation-wide scale pevardinz the Emperor, who has now
“become the symbol of the nation. As a result, it has been clarified that -

an overwhelming majority of the people support the maintenance of the
mperor syste 10! and oppose abdication of t.ne .um:)eror. The results can e

'tabuJ a’oﬁc‘ as Tollows:
| First *Lest" on: The Emperor 15' "the idol of the peOple" and under

the new Constitution, "the symbol of the State." What do you think of

this "Tnperor System" of JAPANY

1. ‘Should :be *1a--n'l:ained 00. 2
2, Should be abolished, h.Oi
3. Don't lmow, 5 TR
acond Question: What do you 'Lh:m about the abdication of the

Emperor”?
Should stay on the Thr one, 6845%
Should abdicate and be succeeded by the Crown Prince, 18.)4%

. Should abdicate and abolish The dnperor system, [} «0% o

. DOI‘I't ‘P Oﬂ‘, 9!1530 |
The Wrst qUﬂstﬂon can be tabulated by rerlong, occupations, etc,

as follows
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POLITICLL SERIES: 2585 (Continued)
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ITEM 1 (Continued)

B In analyzing the results of the first question, it is noteworthy
 that 10.9 percent of the supporters of the Communist Party support the
Emperor system. The greatest number of the supporters of the lmperor
system are salaried men (profession), male (sex), LO - 49 yeays old
(age), and supporters of the Democratlc Party (political party). The
demand for the abolition of the Fmperor system is greater in proportion
to the degree of education, in reverse oroportion to age, Those |
engaging in intellectual professions, such as writers, doctors, lawyers,
and religionists, are remarkably strong for the abolition of the Emperor

system.
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ITEM 2 Attome Goneral Pro.oses that Emgerors Be Allowed to Resign «
Yomu'.ri - .3 Aug LOs. Translator: K. Higashikawa. (UG)

_ - Full Translation:
) e 2

L{/ The present Imperial Household Law will be revised in a manner
_ that will enable Emperors to abdicate of their own volition, Attorney
General SUZUKI revealed yesterday. The bLill for the revision will be
presented to the ordinary session of the Diet scheduled for December 5
- SUZUKI added. His statement is sipgnificant inasmuch as the - .
abdication of the present Emperor is bc,ing discussed both at home and
abroad.
. The Attorney Goneral further disclosed that a bill for the
‘revision of the new Constitution will also be introduced to tle
December segsion of the Diet and that a committee for revising the
Constitution will be set up by both Houses of the Diet.

- Acting upon the behest of the Far Eastern Commission relayed by
SCAP to Attorney General SUZUKI concerning the revision of the
Constitution, he conveyed the SCAP directive to the Upper House

- President and the Lower House Speaker, requesting them to set up a
committee for the revision of the Constitution. The Diet has not as
yet started any prenaration for the revision but is expected to make
a selection of the committee's membership in the very near future.

~ The proposed revision of the Constitution will not touch vital
provisions, such as the continuation or discontinuance of the

Imperial Institution, the acts of the Emperor in connection with state
affairs, the dissolution of the Diet, or the selection of the Cabinet,
as provided for in Article 7 of the Constitution, but the revision
will be restricted mostly to procedural ﬂatter 1, according to Attorney
General SUZUKI.

For instance, Article 89 of the Constitution bans appropriation
of public money for the use of any system of religion, or religious
institution or association, or for any charitable, educational
or benevolent purposes. The proposed revision, .owever, will permit
the Government to make approeriatlons for private schools. The title
"Maijin" (State \h.nlster\ which is con31dered feudalistic may also be
changed.

Attorney General SUZUKI said, "As I received SCAP's, instructions
in connection with the revision of the Constitution, I relayed them
to the Upper House President and the Lower House Speaker, asking them
to organize a committee for the revision of the Constitution. The
Diet does not seem to be very enthusiastic about it as yet, but I
would like to have the ordinary session of the Diet scheduled to meet
in December deliberate on the constitutional revision. It is still
undecided whether or not the bill for the revision will be presented §

by the Government or by the Diet or jointly by them." |
Attorney General SUZUKI stated that he had not as yet given any i

- consideration as to whether the continuance or discontinuance of the
Imperial Institution should be decided by plebiscite. However, he
added, "I have no intention to decide the abdication of Emperors by
pleb1301te. Personally, I think abdication should be decided by
Imperors of their own volition. Accordingly, to enable Emperors to
abdicate of their own free will, I intend to present a bill for tle
revision of the Imperial Household Law, together with the bill for
the constitutional revision, to the December ordinary 36331on of
the Diet."

|

Some proposc!" the Attorney General continued, "to restrict the
Emperor's powers concerning state affairs as prov1ded for in Article
7 of the present Constitution, but the powers are really nominal, for
the Emperor acts only upon the advice and approval of the Cablnet.
Tnasmuch as the basic principle of the maintenance of the Emperor
oystem is recognized in the Constitution, I think there is no harm
in leaving the powers of the Emperor as they are.”

xplaining that the proposed revision of tle Constitution deals
chiefly with procecural matters and does not touch vital phases of
the ,Constitution, SUZUKI said, "Article 89 of the Constitution
proh.lbits anpropriation of publlc money for religious, charitable,
benevolent and educational organizations, but I would like to amend
the article in such a way that will permit appropriation of public
money for private schools. I would also change the title of State
Ministers to Secrctaries or Undersecretaries. I have not yet glven
any thought to revising the necessary conditions for dissolving the
Diet and the method of selecting the Cabinet as pointed out recently
by HANDLEMAN of INS in YOMIURI."
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ITEM 6 Effect of Publishking Emperor's Bidlopical Works - Provincial Paper:
' Kahoku Shimpo (Send: e JOe ITranslator: C. ldas

Summary ¢
%©
ol Publications of the Imperor's biological studies are cxpected to
go on sale in September, '

Following the end of the war, the Emperor renounced his divinity
and. toured the nation to prove that he was just an ordinary individual.
However, the people still regard the Imperor as a mysterious persone
This cannot be helped because the Emperor still occupies the position
of hereditary sovereign, even under the new Constitutione. Thercfore, as
long a8 he is the Emperor he must retain his dignityes The publication
of his biological work will provide him with a good opportunity vo
abandon all formalities. At the same time it will do much to holp
the people to realize that the Emperor is really an ordinary persons
| A8 science is based on truth, all men are equal in the cyes of
science, Therefore, the publication of his works will mean that the
Emperor will introduce himself as an ordinary human being to the peoples

Fartunately, the Fmperor'!s research is on natural sciences” In
connection with the publication, we rccall that INOUE, Tsuyoshi, opposinZ
the promulgation of the Imperial Rescript on Education, advised
Emperor MEIJI to publish it as his personal writing, His adviece was
motivated by the fear that, since the Rescript dealt with cultural
L sciance and is related directly to practice, any criticism of it, cven
11’ made on the basis of pure reasoning, might be considered as a A R
criticism of the Emperor's personality. In the dase of natural scilence
however, there is no danger of thise. If mistakes are found in the
Fmperor!s-reasearch, they will be regarded as the mistakes made by a
sclentist, and there will be no doubt cast on the character of the
imperores Biologists may criticize the Emperor's work without hesitation,
and they must be convinced that, by so doing, they are showing respect
for the "mperor as a scientiste It is said that the mperor is
nesitant t0 give his own name to his discowerles for fear that biologists
might hesitate to point out mistakes in his work, Tt is incumbent
upon scientists to dispel these fears, '

~ the new rich, failins to realize that the book written by the
Emperor is valuable, not because the Emperor himself wrote it, but
pecause of the truth which is sought in it, are anxious to obtain the
Emperor's book before biologists do in. order to decorate tleir roonms ¢
{o eliminate this possibility, it is to be hoped that the Empenor
will write many more books, AN - :
- The publication of the Emperor's work will make the people realize
that the Emperor is an ordinary person and at the same time it will
make the first step towards the democratization of JAPAN,

B I 7 gror Cannot Abdicate under Existing Law ~ Tokyo Mimpo - 15 JAug 48
. - Translator: M, Ota, (VM ' - -

Summar ye

| The abdication of the Emperor is possible if the Constitution
is revised, but the Goverrment has never discussed the matter,
sttorney~genaral SUZUKI revealed on 13 August. SUZUKI ecites this
as a good time to re-examine the Constitution, -

Foreign newspapers have montioned the fact that President
NiMBiRA of the Toliyo University and Chief Justice MIBUCHI of - the
Supreme Court had commented on the abdication of the Emperor, which
fact was again pleyed up in Japanese papers, Recently, a Scripps-
Howard paper has again taken up this issue., When the new Constitution
wes enacted, the question of whether or not provisions concerning
the abdication of the Fmperor should be included had been one of
the issues, However, the new Constitution and the Imperial Household
Law were legislated on the premise that the Imperial Throne should
be ascended by the next in line only in the event that the present
Emperor dies. Accordingly, the abdication of the Emperor is
impossible under the existing laws, A0y L

However , SUZUKI sadd, "Should such a case come up, certain
legislative steps can be considered." This means that the gquestion
of abdication, which has been regarded as "a matter not to be
anticipated," can now be regardcd as a possibility if necessary
steps are taken to revise the existing laws, -
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ITEM 1 Emperor System (b Tsunedo vo) - Yomiurd - 15 Aug 48.  Translator:
S. Yokuyama., (RL, |

’Y Summary :

\X 3 As the International Military Tribunal for the FAR EAST
v approaches its verdict, the I‘mperor's war responsibility hes come
to be questioned anew.

Although the Constitution has no provision for the Emperor S
abdication, many observers think that he should abdicate. However,
even those in favor of the Emperor's abdicatlon agree that the Emperor
system shéuld be maintained.

It recently was reported that CI—I]}IA 18 des*rous of the abolltlon
of the Emperor system in JLPAN. A similar view has frequently been

expressed by RUSSIA., Within our country, too, some insist upon the
necessity of abolishing the Emperor system because the development
of capitalism in JAPAN had close relationship with the Emperor
system. They feel that the Emperor system also played a large role
in the recent imperialistic war of aggression.

Since the termination of the war, the Japanese people have becn
accorded the right to decide freely whether or not the Emperor system
should be retained. As a result of the so-called Constitution Diet
held in 1946, it was decided to retain the Emperor system even under
the new Constltutlon s, although in a fundamentally-different form
from that under the old Conatitution.

~ Since the final objective of revising the old Constitution was
to enact a new Constitution in line with democratic principles,
the fact that the Emperor system is retained under the new Constitution
indicates that the Japanese people entertain the view that the Fmperor
system is not detrimental to the democratization of JAPAN.

The Constitution Diet held in the summer of 1946 was composed of
members elected under the new election system, which had undergone
an epoch-making revision in enlarging suffrage. The constitutional
revision made by this Diet must be con:nderod as reflecting the people's
will.
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However, the fact must not be overlooked that at the time when
the general election was held in Avril, 1946, the people had no
definite idea about the revision of tl'L Constitution or about the
problem of the Emperor system. In view of this fact, it is undeniable
that the Diet's decision cannot be regarded as a per;ect reflection
of the peoplels will, |

It is incompatible with the fundamental principles of democracy
to retain the Emperor as an important organ of the state. The Mmperor
system was retained under the new Constitution perhaps because the

peoprle are.still.emotionally inclined to 1t., The fact that the
existence of the.Fmperor was useful in accomplishing varlous
surrender terms provided by the Potsdam Declaration was also an
important.{actor.contributing to the maintenance of the Lmperor
BYELOR - - - x i iyt |
The .new Constitution was not enacted in such a way as to reflect
the general will of the.veopie,and it is desirable that the problem
of the Imperor system be . .decided by popular vote, The amendment
provision of Article 96 should be utilized in this connection. It
will be most appropriate to take such a step about five yecars after the
enforcement of the.new Constitution because the people by then will
be able to acquire enough experience to judge whether or not the Emperor
system 1s detrimental. to national. democratization.

foung npeople *leng cducated according to the new educational
principles will by that time attain suffrage., It will be advisable
to set up a system amor which a popular vote will be held regularly
every 10 years to decide whether or not the Emperor system should

be retained. In such a way alone can national democratization be
gradually achieved.

T e o
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2> Jul 4G, Translator: D, Sat ,'
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Acmrding to a publiu. opinion poll which we con-ducted early in

Jdly, the ma jority of the prefectural people feel that it is needless n_-'

, for the Emperor to abdicate. As far as the Emperor system is
concerned, the Japaness paonle’s ‘sentiment toward it 18 independent
of the depth of their feudalistic coloring.

~ Although this national feelins was misused to the utmost by the |

- militarists and nationalistic bureaucrats , and the people were throom

into a miserable aggressive war, the people, following their defeat,
knew that the Emperor system and the actions of the State are two
entirely different matters. The Emperor is naturally on intimate term

with the people, who are now giving all-out support to t}~e En
system. This can be proved from the Fagt TRAT BVen  Luose. wii ’"per‘_’r |

enumerate many evils in tle Emperor system do not always advocate |
the need of abolishing the systemn, |

Many people still emnhasize tie necessity of maintainlng the

% Emp'e‘ror svstem cut of reverence for the Emperor. If the belief that

the Emperor system is maintained by the support of such people is true,
‘t’ne possibility exists that the system may be used for wrong purposés.
| It seems to us that the magority of the wictorious nations, |
 taking a firm stand against the maintenance of the Emperor system,
holds the same view, In order to have the victorious nations change

o their view, it is a3solutely necessary. for the Japanese people not

to allow the government, which formerl,f misused. the Emperor system,
to rise again in the future, . '

- Lven though the Emperor's pos:.tlon is fruaranteed in the new |
Constitution, the Emperor system is a necessity until the entire
people can conduct state affairs on their own initiative., A sc1ent*fic
study of the nationa] af-‘ee Jng toward the rumperor system YrmS'lz also -

The nroblem of the Jmperor system cannot be ‘settled only from the
un-il_ateval_ standpoint assumed by the Commmnists. It wonld be wnfortunste
- for JAPAN, however, if her statesmen and people think that the problem’ '
“has been settled by expressly p*'ovidlng for t’ﬂe svstem in the nexf -

_Constztutlol. . -

wince the new Constltutlon clearly spec::.fies the. Emperor system,
if the people fully understand its character, the problem will naturally oy
be brought to a final sett.lenent with. the smootl nrogress of = , |
democrat tizatione -
| To discuss the problem in connecti on with the Tolqro war crin'es trlal
and the peace conference, or in congideration of abolishing the Emperor
- system as it has been advocated in a few foreign countries, is an |

‘ .opportunis;tic attitude, ,inconsistent with the national sentiment of

- the peOple » Who are anxious to retain the ! nmeror as the symbol of
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AUSSIE MISSION
10 MEET mm')mm

TOKYO, July
Revelation that ’the Austra-
lian . Parliamentary Mission
arriving this month plans to
meet Emperor Hirohito raised
Japanese hopes Saturday that
the Australian attitude to-
ward Japan is becommg war- |
mer,

The mission is scheduled to
“arrive in Japan on July 19,

It will be the first official
Austrahan group to be receiv-
ed in audience hy the emperor
since the surrender,

A ymar ago Australiz’s Min-
ister of External Affairs, Dr.
?;H C. Evatt, pointedly declined

to_meet the emperor durmg his

lwsft to Japan

“——-_

q\ L 1 1‘*48

EICHElBERﬁER 10
CAll ON EMPEROR

| YOKOHAMA Jul,; 14 (INS)
~Lt. Gen. Robert L. Eichel-
berger will make a farewell

(INS)—|

peror’s

‘he said.
the emperor will ever be con-|

 CLAIM EMPEROR
WONT CONVERI

ﬁ ' : M
| By Int? News Berv;ce
| Ancestor worshxp, performed
sby the emperor in tribute to
Japan’s eight million Imperial
Gods, is one of the strongest
factors preventing Hirohito
from becoming a Christian,
‘This is the belief of top rank-
ing members of the Imperial

They believe that speculation
on Hirohito’s possible conver-

sion to Christianity, based on|
Francis Cardinal Spellman’'s re-|
ccnt visit to the emperor is}'

|

groundless. =
Prince Takamatsu, the em-
brother, .

emperor could possibly have
been- made during Hirchito's
30-minute

“There is no reason for lt”
“And I do not believe

iverted. At least such a con-
version will not be bruught

Iahaut so easily.”

&%

_— o
—— - -

conference ~ with!
|Cardinal Spellman recently.,

l_

|

Hous¢hold and a handful of|
other Japanese who report to
the emperor’s court regularly.

' .

|
l

|

_ told . Inter-|
national News Service he be-|
lieves no effort 10 convert thel

|

|

11

EICHELBERGER TO SEE©

EMPEROR ON JULY 19

Farewell Visit of Cth Army
Chief Will Be Bls First Call

HOWARD HANDLEMAN
International News  Service
Staff Correspondent
Lieut. Gen. Robert L. Fichel-

berger will make a farewell

visit to Emperor Hirohito in
the Tokyo Palace next Mon-
day. |

Geéneral Exchelberger who
has never met the Emperor,
will pe accompanied by his

‘wife and by hiz aide, Major

James Gibbons, a member of
the Eighth Army since it was
activated in Memphis, Tenn.,
in June of 1944,

The Emperor extended the
invitation to General Eichel-
berger Saturday through the
Japanese - Government's liai=

‘'son official. with - the Exghth
Army.

Empress Nagako wxll also

receive Gen. d‘nd Mrs. Elcheln
berger.

General ' Elchelberger whose

Eighth Army has been custo-

dian of Japan since the air-

- borne troops arrived at Atsugi
CAirport on August 30, 1945,
 has never before met the man
' who is the traditional leader

of the Jmanese_ peonia.

JULY S 1948

wvisit to Emperor Hirchito  in
'the Tokyo Pa'ac« next Mon-

Jut 2 0 1948

mﬁs&s‘

day. - | m & STRIPES NICPON TIMES

Eichelberger, who has never
met the emperor, will be ac-
| companied by his wife and by
hlS gide,” Maj. James Gib-
]bons, : member of the Eighth
| Army since it was activated in
Memphis, Tenn in June. of
1544.

The emperor extended the

invitation to Eichelberger Sa-

turday through the Japanese
1Government’s liaison official
with the Eighth Army.
Empress Nagako will also
recelive General and M_rs.

chhelberger
SCAP approval of the wvisit

was given formally yvesterday

‘but details of the wvisit have

‘not yet been concluded.
General Eichelberger does
ot yet know whether he will

htheh at the palace with the

emperor

JurL 1 4 1948

Emperor Exammes MlcroscOpc

;‘i‘- ‘ .
; { ¢ j

W e

(mgna Lorpi Photo

Empetor leohtto looks into the lens of an electronic
microscope as Kenji Kazato, liead engineer for the Electren
' Scientific Laboratory, Chiba prefecture, Japan, explains the

fundamentals of the scope.

During this visit to the Asahi

Shimbun, Japanese newspaper, Hirohito attended his initial
meeting with the Board of Directors and his first visit to the
newspaper, loecated in Tokyo, Japan.

g———

STARS & STRIPES

1 2 0 1948
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| “Thats Heika’'s (Mmesty 8)
voice, Helka has a loud' voice,
you see, " the maids workmg

in  the kitchen were tellmg:
village folk delightediy. |

_ The Emperor was piaying a;
chess game. .
This happened one mornmg

irr October last vear when the
' Emperor, ‘while on trip to
Niigata Prefecture, spent half |
*a day of rest at the. reeidence

of one Mr. lizuka a¢ Takata;
| Village, Kashlwazakr

leohlfo Vlews -~

New Mlcroscope

| By S/Sgt HOWARD D. MILNER, Bta!! Writer .
Emperor Hirohito, making'one of his rare public appea'r-
ances, today visited the As‘ahi' Shimbun building in downtown '
- Tokyo to see and operate a new type electmmc microscope,
- emperar first became interested in the machine in in that
Jﬁnuary of this year when hxs son, Prince Akihito, told hJ.m 'pxefecture. |
~ of it. Hirohito expressed keeu| | iS5 ' ' “How good is His Mawesty st
interest. and - arrangements e cheSS-player"" the reporters‘
|were, made for him to view it. ‘cwked an Imperial Houisehold |
: Ihrc;::itothhaslhls ov.;lll l;bacira-'- | Office official who was & menm-
tory e Imperi ace Pl ber-of the suite, pA e
land has long been interested scopes. For the meeting to- - “I have no idea’ but the}'
in scienttfic and thicroscopic day, sponsared by the Asahi say .he can be classed as a
advancements in Japan. . ' Press, he sent 17 samples of ; 'master.  You know better
Omaals of the la‘boratory ‘Seaweﬂd fr()m hlS prlvate cole L 'than I dO don’t you‘i’" fhe of.
lexplained that this is one of lection to be used by the scien- ficial replied.” =~
the largest electronic micro-| tists. He reportedly has one | Prictived na Boar 3

- Emperor Hirohito is consid«
ered an expert on biology and
has long been fond of micro«

'scopes in Japan. Construction

‘of the device was started m]

the spring of 1945. It was first|
_operated in the summer  of |
1947 and was fully completed
.in December 1847 and is one|

. ‘of 12- such rrucroscopes in
|

!

Jagh
e -electronic rmcroscope 131
used for research in ﬂelds'
where ordinary mlcroscopes,
cannot function. It is several
thousand times more power-
ful than the best lens-type[
microscope. There are 300 of |
these machines «in the United |
ismes Officials of the labora-|
‘tory said that if Japan could
|obtain material, this country|
_‘ would have 30 machmes con- |
'strutted by the end of this
year.
. It is the ﬁxst time the em-|

'peror has seen the machme'
f

whxch tock approximately twol
‘and one half years to build.|

The laberatory sécured finan-
cial bagking from numerous
wealthy . Japanese to finance)
the construction. Among these

is Chuii Itd, one of the largest |

| shipbuilders during the recent
war, who has contributed funds

to buxld -up culture and scien-|

tific inspiration in Japan. The

[ -

\}

machine cost 850,000 yen toi |

build. Although the matenal
has been furnished by the*
iUnited States, the idea fori
construction of the machme
came from Germany: - !

The emperor was dressed m;

a gray business suit, light blue |
spotted tie and socks, browan
shoes, white collar and straw
{hat with black band. He was|
|greeted at the entrance to thel
building by several hundred
Japanese civilians,

Chu Hascbe, president ot
Asahi Press, escorted the em-

peror on his tour of the 'build-sl
ing and introduced him to di-‘
rectors of the organization. '

- Kenji Kazato, head engineer|
of the laboratory, explained l

the working of the mnchme_ to
Hirehito, who showed keen in-
terest. Others who aided the

emperor durifig the operation

of "the machine were Shoji

Seto, professor at Tokyvo Uni-
. versity; Hideo Fukumi of the
Welfare Ministry; Dr. Keino-
suke Kobayashi, Kyoto Uni-
‘versity professor and Dr. Shis
geo Suzuki. =

% =
A >t _
ﬁm BTN 1Y s

of the largest collections of
seaweed in Japan and often
has gone with his family to his_

villa at Hayama beach, near

Tokyo, fo gather new speci-

rnen ts.
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PREWAR POWER

e e e Y

OF HIROHITO GONE

' 4
!

Speakmg for members of‘-
the ‘Australian Parhamentary‘ |

Delegation now visiting Japan,
Leslie Haylen, de¢legation lea-
der, said their recent meeting
with Emperor Hirohito would
allow them - to . assure ‘the!
Australian people that the

- prewar power of the emperor
~ had been taken from him,

- the emperor

“We have spemnt conmderable
t.lme since our arrival in Tokyo
investigating® and discussing
all aspects of the new Japanese |
econstitution,” Haylen said. l
“We have been partncularlyi

jnterested in finding out for

eurselves the position which
holds in the
Japanese state. =

“We {feel,” he continued,

‘%that we should be abie to
report to the people at home

that the pre-surrender power
of the lm‘mpf&-mr has been shom

from him."”
o 23 '948
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HlS MAJESTY PLAYS
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~ have

|

GOOD GAME OF CHESS
Uoy

But E-mporor Has Not Much
Leisuro for Pastlmc i

By MINORU TANAKA ’

Kyodo reporters assigned to
imperial Household Office

(Condensed from magazine
: “Answers'’)

"That- is a poor move you
made." -“Look
You'll logse,” -

Such voices, mmgled thh
laughter, were heéard rom the
drawingroom of a quicl far me |
house surrounded by grove.s

|the people,

|Even 'chess, a

" OMRLY .

. His Ma]esty is a golfer, too.
g:He practised the gazne on
ib( ard ship while on his trip
'Crown Prince., @ He used to
‘play it _in the palace on Sun-

to _Europe many years ago as

days and still has a 'ump on.

'l'-ls palm {from grippirg the
'golf club. Up until 1932 or
|Ilfﬁ33 there was a golf course
ir. the palace

’ Such pubhmty about - His
|Majesty’s hobbies may be taken
 amiss when he is seriously cen-
cerned about the welfare of
-He playsg neither
 golf nor billiards nowadays.
The billiard-table in his living
quarters is now covered over
with cloth, showing that he
has no use for it at present
pastimie ' he
ib(—-gan again only recently. he
rarely plays with the crown
prince. an Sundays. '

| In his childhood, His Majesty
‘spent every summer swimming
Pre-

1 : .
at. Numazu {(in Shizucksa

!fectu‘ié) One Summer. whilé

]'.\ pupil'in the elementcry ¢lass

'n. the Peers’ School, he watch-

ec his classmates play chess

and learned the game on
|their promptings, he iried his
'hand at it and soon made good
progress. He became good in
any game he ftried, whether
it was chess, pPIng-pong or ten-.

' nis, because he was enthusias-
Jtic, ' | '

Play Seriously

and ngashlzono who used to
be His Majesty's chess play

:
} Chamberlains Irie, Yamada
i

' wheré.
'to His Majesty on puipose al-

mates, were often asked every- |
“You lose the game .‘

{

ways, don’t you""
| “Don’t say that!
l jllSthe to His Majesty.
'games aren't interesting un-
less you -play seriouszly Be-
'sides, neither His Majesty nor |
the Crown Prince care much
about the result of a Zame.”

I recall an occasion when I
'saw the Crown Prince play
ping-pong with his classmates.
The latter more or less stood
on ceremony at the be; JINning,
‘but soon they weré en exossed

in the contest

It's an in_-r_
And

|

|

|

?

|
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The Crown Prlnce fictits his’
father, tooth and natl, at chessl
games. His Ma)esty parries |
the onslaught calmly w:th the
air of an indulgent father
coaching. his son.

In his childhood, His Majesty

- lused to practise cheéss on nis

{futher, ' the Emperor Taisho,

and on the late Kurahei Iwasa, |
one-time -Imperial Household

Minister and a maste: of the

game, I was told.

- “Then His Majesty -icusi be

a master himseli,’ I once said

tc a man close to the ‘Throne,

“No, not a master yeL."”

1 *His MaJestV neves. makes|
surpnse moves,” the S417ie man |
teld me. “He seems averse to
them All his moves ar¢. based
.or.. logic through and hrough,!
and vyou can’t beat nim In

that.” |

1 Sun , Ntws )

m meh I“lauhe

{HIS MAJESTY RECEIVES
{PHOTOGRAPH OF POPE

. Prounted by thc l.v. Flauhc

At Palace Audwnee
The' Rev.:

‘fer social work in the Tokye

!

by the Emperof Friday morn-
_-mg It is recalled that the:

'Rev. Mr. Flaujac recently pre--

,nntcd an autographed photo-
graph of Their Majesties to

| Reciprocating the colirtesy His
'Holiness through Father Flau-
jac Friday presented his own
photo, autographed 10 botly the
Emperor and Empress and
expressing his good wishes for

|their welfare and the welfare

of Japan: Iii accepting the
gift His Majesty gave expres-
{sien to his prefound apprecia-
tion of this latest courtesy of
|His Holiness. The audience
lasted a full hour, reports
Tosel.

Josebh Fiaujac’.. |
founder -of Bethany Institute

Jarea, was received in audxence’

{ His Holiness - Pope Pius XII

£ Writer Sees Danger

e
U.S
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His Majesty showed great
imerut in the stery of Father!
Flaujac’s journey and his stay
in Rome. A veteran of 40
years service in Japan, Father
Flaujac recentiy made his first
trip outside of Japan since
his arrival here in 1909

- 'rrtnlllng by way of the
United States he spent Holy
Week in Rome and w@s re-
ceived in audience by the Pope|

on Easter Mondsy. After an
extended visit to France and|
Belgium he left for Japan via|
the United States and in l.os
| Angeles and Seattie he lectured|
|to Japanese audiences, return-
m¢ to Japan lateain June
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even
would
o

form a sort of barrier between
might

is great.

Pacifie
islanags

in. the
though the danger
The Japanese

(Cdﬂnped from Page 1)

Bolshevisnm, the United States
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the Japanese people ever find

themselves without their tra-

ought to be able to hold its
~ ditional religion they

Red Asia and ourselves.

be an eagy prey for Commun-
ism.” Jas:

Abdication Danger

- own

1

used for good as well as evl

to

& a

and hanged as 2 war crimi-

nal.”

Mac-

share the view

Emperor Hiro-

ion
been tried
said General
that the
exercised
hito could be

p

“insgisted

influence .

ica

Army Douglas

Hirohito’s
General MacArthur has
equal to 20 divisions.™
“Today.” the colu

- Simms

MacArthur

‘spiritudl
by Emperor Hiro

Mr.
[n some guarters’ opinion Em-

of many that
hito should have

of the _
Arthur diag not

:
:
!
!
i
\
:
\

4 A. E]
Hirohito'

but

erious iIs’

usly

-

ror’sAbd

columnist
lans to ab-
directed |
Cominunists are ' working . ic

r¢ ports that!

July

4 o

De

InEm
NEW YORK,

Scripps - Howard ‘
William Philip Simms, discus-

dicate, said Emperor

had been reported previo

to be about  to resign,
“what now makes it 8

the fact that Moscow-

make his abdication merely

sing in his column
Ernperor Hirohito. p

Kyodo-UP

s
1

General Eichelberger’s aide, "

worth

perar

the first in:a series of moves |

GEN EICHELBERGER
GUEST OF EMPEROR

O Lr

D! the Unlted ress

Lteut.-Gen. ‘Robert L.
Eichelbergér and Emperor
Hirohito met for the first
time when the Eighth Army

- commander and his wife

" weére luncheon guests of the
~ Emperor and Empress at the

Imperial Palace, Monday.,
Major J. - J. Gibbeons,

also attended the luncheon.
- General and Mis. Eichel- |
berger are scheduled to ve- !

turn to the United States % |
‘aboard the USAT Buckner |

sailing ~ from Yokohama l
|

- August 4

e ——— .
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been.
add-
Red_
Marni-
Indo-

nnist
are on

-
s

China,

Malaya and Indonesia.
increased pres-

1o
sure from Moscow . . . But

-

r Red armies
the march throughout

‘Korea,

(Continued on Page 2)

the globe out there is being

subjected
lippines can be kept free from

One haif of the population on
as long as Japan and the Phi-

ed, “All Asia is aflame.

agents
churia,
China,

i

in Japan revolves.
he

like
eve that

stem stands tife
find it diffi-’

d be a pushovér
and said General|

's influence is re-

cbse'rve‘rg beli

bolish the national reli-
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Chief of Bureau, The Associated Fress
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®HE Japanese people in effect have given Hirohito
confidence. ' o g5tz o _' T
" They did it by showing obvious and genuine relief that former
Prime Minister Hideki Tojo whitewashed the Emperor before the
International Military Tribunal for. the Far East.  Fighting for his
life, Tojo insisted Hirohito had no responsibility for war even while
admitting evidence that seemed to incriminate the ruler. |
- The people were highly pleased. Newspapers throughout the
nation bannerlined the “Emperor Free of War Responsibility” as a
major feature of Tojo’s initial defense affidavit. His word was gen-
erally accepted by the Japanese as assurance Hirohito could nct be
incriminated. | | P - | s R R i
. This adulation is a mdjor prerequisite retained by the Imperial
family after ifs convérsion into taxpaving inditiduals forced to live
for the first time on a fixed and closely supervised income. g
By European standards, the Japanese monarch still ranks in upper
brackets. But by contrast with the past he lost a lot. |
Hirohito—the Japanese Government says—started the new year
‘as one of Jew Japanese who paid all his tax b:ll, It totalled 3,338,206,702
yen, or 90 per cent of his assessed assets. He paid it by turning over
Imperial palaces, vast tracts of forestlands and other income estates,
formerly owned perpetually by the Imperal Household. He retained
an estimated 400,000,000 yen worth of personal possessions and imperial
- treasures. | i T _ . |
~ The Diet voted the Imper:al family 45,000,000 yen as first yeaf's
“salarv” on fixed income. This is equivalent to $9,000 at legal rate,
but actually worth about a thitd of that. , |
From this budget amount, the Imperial Household Ministry must

another vote of .
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By European standards, the Japanese monarch still ranks in upper
brackets. But by contrast with the past he lost a lot. | ,
Hirchito—the Japanese Government says—starfed the new year. .
as one of few Japanese who paid all his tax bill. It totalled 3,338,206,702
yen, or 90 per cent of his assessed assets. He paid it by turning over
Imperial palaces, vast tracts of forestlands and other income estates,
formerly owned perpetually by the Imperial Household. ke retained
an estimated 400,000,000 yen worth of personal possessions and imperial
treasures. AR ' | - | ;
| ‘The Diet voted the Imperial family 45,000,000 yen as first. yeaft's
¢calary” on fixed income. This is equiva.ent 1o $9.000 -at legal rate,
but actually worth about a thitd of that. | ¥ | = |
~ From this budget amount, the Imperial Household Ministry must
maintain the Tokyo Imperial Palace and such detached palaces as the
Emperor chooses to occupy with the government’s permission. Re-
ce_ntly the Tokyo palace staff has been reduced to little over 1,000-—
a fourth of what it used to be. D i e
" Al this resulted from policies. of Occupation authorities to remove .
special privileges from the Imperial Court. Only .the Emperor and
his' immediate family are among the formerly extensive royalty to:
retain the privileges of the rank. But crimes of lese majeste had
been abolished. | =
~ Nevertheless, Hirohito and his ‘descendents have an. unusual
security on the throne as far as the Japanese people are concerned.
P AN G T R e No political leader of any consequence yet dares to advocate abolition
Y i 3 T of the emperor system. It will continue unless the Allies require
| . e A its elimination. | , iR s -
PRINCE AKIHITO is a greal camera 1t is also unlikely the Emperor ever will feel financial pinch. His
fan as are most of his countrymei. monhrchial-mindéd subjects are not apt to tighten has purse strings
' Next in line of succession to. the jn future on their own volition. Even today volunteer laborers are.
throne, it has been rumored that he pooked through next fall for the “opportunity” of raking leaves and
may renounce his right and become cleaning palace grounds in Tokyo—at a saving to the Imperial purse.
‘a commoner. As yet no official voice Hirohito's numerous trips throughout Japan are financed by local
' has suggested abolition of the Em- govemmems, Local governments also ‘maintain some of his villas—e
-  wh ¢ throngs including the one in Kyoto which has been in top shape for years

'0°d ddld4155V104dd

911

g
)

& -

THE EMPRESS, quiet, cultured and
a devoted wife and mother rarely
appears in public but has an active
interest in Japanese charities and
 §s leader of the Japanese Red
Cross. Above she |
subjects over the air. _
sands of loyal subjects throng the
grounds of the Imperial palace when
it was first thrown open to the public.

without ever receiving an Imperial Visit. When the Allies depart,
the Etnpcr’or'may‘g'et back his private train and some more automaobiles.
- The Emperor business is still a paying proposition in Japan.
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Full Transl ationz

The Government has never given consideration 80 far to the
problem of the Imperor's abdicatlon, declared Attorney General
'SUZUKI in a press interview on 13 August,

The Japanese newspapers have more than once carried diSpatches
from abroad disclosing the appearances in foreign newspapers of the =
‘discussion on the Japanese Emperor's abdication by President NAMBARA
of Tokyo University and Chief Justice MIBUCHI of the Supreme Court, |
Recently, the Howard chain of Merican newspapers pubhcized the same
sub:ject. :

For clam_flcatlon of his po::.ition Attomey General SUZUKI
expla:.ned in the 13 August interview that previously he was asked
if the Emperor's abdicating is possible under the existing laws, to
“which he replied that in such an event a Specnal procedure could
be enacted. R

It has becane clear that both the Government and - the leaders
of the Diet havée no intention of taking up this problem, judging
" from the Attorney General's statement and Spealer MATSUCKA's 13
August statement, Howcver, the problem could still be studied to
- discover if the abdicationis possible from the standpoint of the
Constitution and the Imperial House Law, |

It is possible to interpret the SUZUKL Qtatement as saying
that enactment of a special procedure could make the abdication
possible, At the time of the drafting of the new Constitution,

- the retention of the provision governing abdication became a subject
of considerable diseussion, The Govermment, at the t:Lme, held the
view that the succession of the throne is accomplished only when the
ruling emperor dies, and did not expect the problems of the transfer
of the throne or retirement, With this in mind the enaciment of
the new Conotltutlon and the Imperial House Law were drafted and
passed by the Di | |

Article 2 of the Constitution provides that the imperial throne
is a heritage and its succession is effected in accordame with the
provisions of the Imperial House Law, while Article L of the Imperial
House Law stipulates that on the death of an anperor , @n imperial
heir shall immediately be enthroned, No other prov*r sions are found in
the Constitution or the Imperial House Law omcemlng the imperial
succession, Thus, 1t 1is clear that the succession of the  throne
takes place only on the death of an emperor; consequently, the
abdication, or transfer of, or m'c:Lrement from tne throne are
-unthlnkable. __

Conmenting on thls system, Dy B;INOBE Tatsuk:.chl in his essay
on. the Japanese Conistitution explains that the transfer of the |

- throne since the middle ages had been a customary practice, but the
old Imperlal House Law rejected this practice and provided that the
succession of the throne shall be effected only on the death of an
emperors He added that the new Imperial House Law adopted the same

system, Dr MINOEE!'s interpretation concurs with the Government's
views in the cnactment of the new Constitution and those of the
legislature which approved the Government views,
. Thus, it is clear that the abdication of the Empéror is '.Unpossible
under the existing law, But, if the’ problem of abdicatilon should arise,
it 1s poosa.ble that a ..._:pCCldl 1crlslat1vc procedure may be drawn up ik
~ to settle the problem, Based on this suppos:!.‘bion, the nossibility of ' |
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the Emperor!s retirement or transfer of the throne through revision

of the Imperial House Law has come to be a matier o- discuss:.on.
(KYODO) -
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Shimpo (Osaka) « 20 Aug L8, anslator: R, Abe & A vamu
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ha#f Summary

- The continuance of the Empsror system was a hot public issue
1mmediately'after the end of the war. The new Constitution, however,

recognized the Emperor system in reflection of the general public
opinlon that it would not obstruct the democratization of JAPAN.

A related issue, the question of whether the “mperor should
abdicate or not is now belng'warmly-dlscussed particularly among
Japanese historians, The differing views of two historians follow:

Dr. Fuji, Assistant Professor, Kyoto University: .

_The idea that the Zmperor should reign for life is based upon
the view held since the Hestoration of 1868 that he is sacred and
inviolable. DBefore the restoration, however, there were many cases

where Imperors abdicated. But I do not believe there is any precedent
of an Fmperor abdicating because of direct political responsibility.

- - The Emperor, according to the new Constitution, is the symbol of
the State and of the unity of the people., Although he is human, he

i8 not an individual, While he is one of the Japanese people, his is
an existence neculiar to itself. In this lies the significance of the
phrase, "symbol of the State.”

It follows then that we cannot simply apply to him moral laws

- that are applicable to the ordinary individual, Thus abdication cannot
absolve him of his responsibility for the war; that is, his
responsibility is a complex thing that cannot be shrugged off by thls
means.

1t has become clear follow1ng the war that whereas natlons are
a natural development, the structure of the Japanese nation is a
contradiction. To resolve this contradiction, we must repent of our
sins. Only by regaining humility through repentance can we resolve
the contradiction and work toward world peace.

For the Tmperor to think that abdication is sufflclent repentance
would be evasion of responsibility. He can truly absolve himself only
by remaining in repentance on the throne and saving the Japenese
people - that is, in the spirit of Buddha, he, as the symbol of the
State, should desire to devote himself to saving the people, |

In a period of civil strife in JAPAN during the feudal era, a
war lord addressing his subordinates who were resigning in
acknowledgement of failure said, "As for me, my responsibility requires
that I should not resign.". In the same manner, the Zmperor's
responsibility lies in the fact of his existence, and my desire 1is

that he remain on the throne and serve his country together with the
peoples - - -

Abdication Advocated

Professor NARAMOTO, Ritsumeikan University: I do not think it is
‘proper to judge the question of the Emperor's abdication in the light of
- precedence., It should be separated from Japanese history and considered
as a problem in the democratization of JAPAN, Although the Emperor is ﬁ

regarded in the new Constitution as the symbol of the State, he ‘has not “
become a true symbol as yet. He is still the "sacred and 1nv1olable“
Fmperor. The legaey of the erroneous Emperor System still clings to the
present Zmperor. Thus, although the Constitution now so stipulates,

I believe it is impossible for him to change quickly into a true State
symbol. Consecuently an abdication would not simply be the assumption of
responsibllity on his part, but is a problem.of.much greater gravity.

In other words, an abdicatlon'wquld not merely be following an
established pre¢edent in Japanese history, but would imply the

obliteration of the former excessive regard for the Smperor, Thus '
abdication is imperative,

when Emperor MZIJI passed away, his subjects felt as if the Meiji
Era had vanished., In the same manner the abdication of the present '
Emperor, who has been the heir to the old Emperor System, will-enable us
to rid ourselves of the feudalistic ideas still clinging to us, and place

:
]
us another step forward on the road to democratization, Its significanceJ
the*efore, can be qald to be vwry'profound. L
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Full Translotions:

There are two old two-storied concrete buildings standing
diagonally opposite the «oyama metropolitan tram depot in MINLATO Ku,
T0KYO, One building houses four shops, ~nd the other is managed
by 2 company called the YAMATO KOSHA, Superficially, these buildings
are occupied by the Yoyogi Book Store, a tea=house, a sced dealer,

a bakery, nd the Fuji Publishing Company (managed by the Y.MATO
KOSHA), but, behind these businesses lurks a seccret. .

+ People, living in the same town, have nemed these buildings
"KOMORI YASHIKI" (Bet'Monsion). Originally, these buildinge belonged
to the Tolkyo Metropolitan Office, but they were lezsed by 2 group, o
known as the "ROSHI TAI" (TN¢ ROSHI derives from RONIN, who were,
in the feudal days, samurai who had severcd relations with their
lord, T.I means Corps.) during the war. The leader of this group
was KiGEY.MA, Masaharu, who had figured in the notorious 15 May and
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26 February incidents, The group is composed of those who had
participated in the 26 February incident, 2lumni of the former
T/KUSHOKU (Colonial Exploitation) University end DAITO (Creat Eastern)
Cultural School, ex-officers, rightist ruffians, snd 2dventurers in
CHINA, “When rightist bodies were purged after the termination of

the war, this ROSHITAI covertly changed its name to the Y.MLTO KOSHA,

.. The main hall on the second floor is the office of the Y/MATO

KOSHA which publishes "FUJIM, 2 magazine for short poems. Inh order
to discuss articles for the megazine, a poetry party (TN Pogtry
party is a meeting where poets gather to. compose poems.) is held

once a2 month (on the third Sunday). This reporter participated in o
poe try party sponsored by the body.

| ifter being examined at the inquiry office of the Fuji Publishing -
'Compuny, I was allowed to go up fo 2 room on. the second floor which
covers an area of about 26 square meters. The adjoining room is the
office of the leaders of the company. On the extreme inner side of
the main room a god was enshrined, in front of which sacred straw
festoons were hung. On the right side of the shringc were cinerary
urns of those who committed HARAKIRI at Yoyogi Plain immediately
after the t.erminntlon of the war, 4 framed picture of TOYAMA,
Mitsuru, (TN: . famous rightist leader.) hung on the front upper
wall., On the altar were rice and fruits, as offerings. On the
nearby sword-rack were two sword-canes. -

' On entering the room, I first respectfully warshiped the god
and the cinerary urns, end then, politely saluted the other _
participants who had preceded me here. They returned the salutes I
saw persons wearing HAORI ond HAKAMA among those dressed in officer's
uniforms, - 411 of these were members of the Y/MLTO KOSHA.

Lbout an hour later when the room was filled, a pale man with
sharp eyes appeared, He was wearing a blue sack-coat with & white
shirt and no tie. The man was Chief KIGEY/MA of the organization,
L1l attendants prostrated themselves before KAGEYAMA, Then they
turned to the front and sat down. Following this, the leaders of the
organization came out of the leaders' office and sat down in front
of t.hem. : o | 3 |

Nﬂtional Cer mony-Reproduced

ut the comnwnd of a rrember all participants clopped their hands
and made repeated obeisence to the enshrined god and the clnerary
urns, in the same menner that they had when they entered the room,
‘Following this, they made deep obeisance in the direction of the
Imperial Palace and said prayers three times in a loud voice for
about 15 minutes. This was a reproduction of the national ceremony
forced on the people during the war, The cercmony ended "ften the
atténdants fell prostraote before KiGEY/ M.

- Then ‘KAGEY/M/ said, "Befpre opening the poetry porty, I would
_ li.ke to acquaint you with the instructions on the attitude yoy should
take towards the Emperor's ~bdication issue » Which 1 have sent to

local chapters at their request,”
He also maid, "dhen our colleagues in OSAKu district came to

offor their scrvice at the Impérial Palace, they visited the Emperor
Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery. The gallery keeps the pictures of
‘the great work achieved by Emperor MEIJI in the Sino-Japanese and the
Russo~Japanese Wersy . We .who 2re determined to continue his greet
- work should visit. the gallery Wit.hout fail."_ o
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(Continued)

F

Next he explained their duty to restore the Imperial regine,
during the course of which he made a remerk which can be interpreted
1in various weys., The remark was: "You have already been instructed
on how to accomplish this purpose.” | |
- He said that the Emperor's abdication issue was brought up
because of domestic and international relations. In other words,
"the Emperor may decide to abdicate as he issued an extracordinary
Imperial rescript to terminate the war, However, we, his subjects
must devote ourselves toward restoring the Imperial regime,"

In conclusion, KL.GEY/M. emphasized that they should tcke every
precautions not to be exploited by Communists who are their enemy.
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o < ITEM 10 Various Views on the Tmperor and Zmperor System - Shin Yukan =
16 Aue L8, Translator: S, Ono WM T |

summary:

- The problem of conducting a thorough study on the status of the
Emperor is the most important igsue in present day JAPAN, which has

reached a point where 1ts future course must be decided. Despite

the stinulation in the new national Constitution that the Emperor,

who has no voice in national politics, 1s a mere symbol of national
“unification, political rarties are trying to utilize the Emperor

issue as the means of expanding their political influence, some by

flatly opposing the existence of the system and others by advocating
its continuation to maintain their old established spheres of influence,
| Yet, this problem deserves serious, impartial consideration,

The following are some views on this issue collected from various
circles, including scholars, politicians, men of artis, religioniste
and other intellectuals, 2 '
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" Emperor Should Remain to Atone for Evils Done in His Name
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AKATWA, Sakae, Christian Winistér: In my opinion, the problem
of the Tmperor embraces TWo different issues: the problem of the
present Emperor and the issue of the Emperor systeil. I think it would
be better to abolish the Emperor system because it can be utilized by
reactionary elements., 1 do not side with those who demand the '
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ITEM 10 (Continued)

abdication of the present Emperor., His retirement will never
compensate for the evils done upon the nation in-his name. He
should devote himself to helping war v1ct1mﬁ with the means
available to him,

Abdication against the New Constitution

MATSUOKA, Komakichi, Speaker of the House of HKepresentatives:
I cannot accept the view advocating the abdication of the Emperor,
especilally when it is based on the objective of ultimately
abolishing the Zmpcror system., In the first place, the abdication
of the Emperor before his death is against a stlpulatlon in the new
Constitution. '

Moreover, if the Zmperor retires and the crown.prlnce, who 18
8till young, succeeds his father, the new fmperor can hardly serwve. ..
-as a mainstay of pcace in the nation, which has changed so greatly
since the reign of Emperor MEIIJI who was crowned at the age of 16.

1 strongly opnose those who advocate abolition of the
Emperor system. The new Constitution provides that the Emperor
is the symbol of national unity, and this is quite compatible with

-democratic government, As everyone knows, ZNGLAND has its king,
~but no one doubts the democratic character of*GREAT BRITAIN,

' Jmpcxor Syotem“Respon81blb for Var

HOuLKENA Karoku, membpr of the House of Councillors: The
_Emperor holds the supreme responsibility for the eXecution of the

brutal war and all the calamitics which it produced, and the
Emperor and the Emperor system are inseparable issues, The

- directives of the Allied Powers ordering the dissoiution of
financial clans, destruction of big scale landowner system, and
democratization of bureaucracy are the proof thet the Allies blame
the Emperor system for the war,. '

- The fact that the survival of sncret agenc1us.1n JLPAN
pointed out in foreign countrics lastyear is the evidence that
there still exists the danger despotism could reappear under the
amperor system, The present Zmperor should abandon the status
his famllV'has held so long.

Need MOre TimP to Review the Issue

| SHIMUYAMA, Selchl, A35001ate Justice of the Supreme Court: I
do not like to touch upon the issue of the Emperor, though my
personal opinion is against that of the extreme radicals. There
is a need for more to decide such a grave problem.

Issue Must Be Dec1ded in sccordance w1th'wbrld Opinlon

- NABEYANL, Sadachika, Head of the World Democrucy Research
Institute: It 1is my'opinion that the problem of the Emperor should
be ultimately decided in accordance with the public opinion cf the
world on this issue, If world opinion demands his abdication, the
Emperor should retire. The Communist method of taking up the

- SZmperor problem as a‘means of conductlng a revolution is untlrely
mbaningless. -
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Responsible for mefassupremc Commender of Army end Navy

- NAKAMURA, Tetsu, Prof-wssor at Rikkyo Un:wers:.ty Thougk:
the peonle are apt to forget -it, we must remember that the
Imperor was- thz supreme commander (DLI GENSUI) of the Army and
Navy in JAPAN, Thus, it is evident thet' the present Emperor
should abdicate and take the responsibility. for the last war,

The present stage of histericel development, demanding a
shift from capitalism to socialism, does not permit the existence

~of such a relic of feudal age as the Y“mperor sv tem., Under the

republican system of - govcrnment, the presidéent 1is elected by the
nation and shoulders the political responsibility of the people.
This is a2 matter of historicad ne06851t¢. ~All mysticism surrounding
the limperor must bc x.,llm.nuted '

Emperor System Suited to National Character of JAPAN

KAGLIIA, Toyohiko, Christian SOC‘al'Wornﬁr and labor leader:
I can find nothing against the continuation of the Emperor system.
Ine system is cuite suitable to the national character of JAPAN,
as well as to its ecconomic condition. In'”UROPT, there are
s1X nations, including ENGLAND-and HOLLAND, which possess some
form of monarchy. Furthermore, there is no man of real calibre
,m.oncr the politicians of present day JAPAN who can replace the
Lmperor to rule the nation. The maintenance of the Emperor system
1s a matter of serious importance to the nezce of the netion.
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Who Vould Replzce the Present Emperor
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KIKUOKA, Hisatoshi, poet: The abolition of the Emperor
system 1s possiblc only when the world comes to be governed under
a lederated government, OSuch politicians as YOSHIDA, Shigeru,
KATAYAMA , Tctou, and TOKUDu, Kyuichi have no solid popularltj
Lo replace the Emperor, In the history of JAPAN, the Emperor
was the symbol of humanism, always weeping and suffering with

“the people., ' |

-~ Abolish the Emperor System

SLTh, Ineko, woman novelist: It is clear that the true cause
of the last war lies in the Emperor system. Thus, without
abolishing the Emperor system, the democratization of our nation
can never be recalized, The Japanesec should abolish the system
upon the basis of their own judgment, but not bechusa of the
public opinion of other countrleo.

Must Respect Emperor as Symbol of Unity

KON, Hidemi, commentator: The Emperor, forming the center
of national order, has bsen one of the beautiful traditions
of our country. In the war days, the military utilized the
Emperor to force tlie complete subjugation of the poople. NOW ,
when JAPAN is to be democratized, we must respect the Emperor as
the element to vnite the Cltianu'VHO stend on equal termrw1th
each other and maintain national unity.,
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People Have No Right to Accuse LEmperor

AMANO, Teiyu, president of the JAPAN Education Foundation: The

 abdication of the Emperor should be decided by ‘the Emperor himseli.

The provisionS‘of'tﬁe new Constitution regarding theiEmperor system
ight to accus

should be respectede The people have no ri
. of war criminality.
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Student Urges Abdication after Peace Trealy

TWASHIMA, Masakichi, 23, student ot Keio University: I have

nothing against the maintenance of the Emperor system, though 1t

is my view that the present Emperor should abdicate after the

conclusion of the peace treatye
SHIBASONO, Hamako (assumed name), third year student of the

Kyoritsu - Phaymaceutical College: I Hawe no definite opinion about
the Emperor systems T believe that the nation as & whole 1is
responsible for the last war,

1 ' —
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LTEM 10 Abdicaf;in-. Is a Necessity (by Yokota. Kisaburc LL,D Professo; .
&t _Tokyo University) - Yomiuri - 26 fug 48 Translator: B, Ishibashi &
o F, Mitsuhashi. (TY) | - | '

&\.\) Full -’I’ranslation:
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3 The abdication of the umperor ie being seriously discussed recently
oy the intelligentsia., Specifically, MIBUCHI, Tadahiko, Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court, and NAMBARA, Shigeru, President of the Tokyo
University, are reported to.be.demanding his abdication, The truth is,
~however, that these people when interviewed by the press equivocate
for reasons I cannot underqtand. Thus it is not clear whether they
want abdication or not. e , . bbcdaitn s S0

Nevertheless, the fact tha they do comment on this matter is
of grave significance for they, because of their oosiLions, are
regarded as the most enlightened among men of erudition, Regardless
of whether these men are sincere in demandlng the abdication, it can
be concluded that men of high intelligence in general are to a degree
hoping for his abdication. |

It is no accident that this questlon has recently become a
particular, object of discussion, Full three years have elapsed
since the end of the war, Those who assumed fairlv'lmportant degree
of responsibility for the long agsgressive war since the Manchurian
Incident have all been purged from public office, the tezching
profession and from important economic positions, Those who bear a
particularly heavy responsibility for the war are on trial by the
lokyo Military Tribunal as important war criminals, and now with their
examination over, the nation is waiting for the verdict, This

means that the final judgment will be passed on the Japanese
aggressive wWar,
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 Question of Emperor's War Responsibility

It is, theréfore, only natural that at this time the question
of -abdication of the Emperor, the person who bears supreme
responsibility for the war, has come up for discussion,

It is apparent that the Emperor is supremely responsible for .
the long aggressive war since the Manchurian Incident from a technical
viewpoint, there should be no objection this opinion. The LJmperor

- was a ruler and sovereign, who exercised sovemignty and was provided

with supreme power over both politieal and military affairs, Such

- being the case, ¢s. the supreme representative of JAPAN's counse of
actlon, he should at the same time bear supreme responsibility for it.
~ The Emperor's responsibility is borne out by facts as well as

by customs and tradition. This is clezr from the Kido diary brought
out at the Tokyo Militsry Tribunal, According to the diary, top
executives of the Government and milllitary departments always
reported to the Zmperor on important national policies and obtained
his approval. The Emperor was reportedly always advised by KIDO,
then tie Lord Keeper of Privy Seal, to repress or soften as much as

- possible positive war policies of the militarists, -

Ihis means that the Emperor had constant relations with the _
program and the enforcement of war policies, that he expressed his
opinions and that he-had sufficient opportunity and authority to
suppress militarists, if he had so desired. Despite this authority
and opportunity, if he permitted and approved enforcement of war ‘

~ policies without taking restraining measures against the militarists,
then the conclusion that the Emperor bears the principal responsibility
is inescapable, _ TR T |

Emperor's Private Opinions g
It may be true, of course, that the Emperor as an individual

did not want war, He might even have secretly hoped to check .the
militarists' schemes. Yet the fact is the war program was pushed

~ with the approval and permission of the Emperor and the war at last ‘
broke out, Judging from this fact the Emperor as a public man cannot
shirk his responsibility for the war., Because he gave final '
approval as the sovereign, political and legal common sense dictates
that he should naturally adsume the top responsibility,

"Divine Right" of Monarchs

Some may argue that the Empevor is sacred and inviolable and is
free of all responsibility. However, the following two facts must
be reconsidered., o _

Firstly, this contention derives from the theory of divine .
right and feudalistic ideology. At the start of the modern Zyropean
era a theory was established in EUROPE to protect legally the system
of monarchy which had been-strengthened at that time, This theory held

~ that rulers derived their power from God, consequently that power
~Was supreme and sacred, with no responsibility to any one or thing
other than®God, =~ = ' ' '
-+ Ihis theory was introduced into JAPAN and made a supplement
to the existing feudalistic ideology. As a result, the Emperor
was set up as a sacred and inviolable god-man, free from all |
responsibility, #his concept, an anachronism in 20th century democracy
must be destroyed, = | | ¥
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osecondly, the world no longer recognizes the 'i.nviolability of
a sovereign rcgardlng responsibility for an aggressive war, After
World War I; the Allies pressed charges against the German meeror.
The charge was that he had violated the sacrcdness of treatics in
contradiction to international mo*'ality‘. After World Var 1I, the
Getmans who were responsible for the agg<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>