INTERNATIONAL PROSTCUTIDN SECTION
Doe. No. 2709 | 24, October 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOC ARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOC .

Title and Nature: Photostat of Affidavit of Rsthsr
Garcia MORAS, on Japanese Atrocities in Bay View Hotel,
MANILA, 10 Feb 1945

Bate: 27 June 1945 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language:
Engligh

Has it been translated? Yes ( ) No Ix)
Has it been photostated? Yes (x) No ( )

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL

HQ, AFPAC, Judge Advocate General
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: see above

PERSONS IMPLICATED:

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Violation Rules of
War; Atrocities, Philippines

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS

Story of organized rago of group of Filipino women in
Bay View Hotel by band of Japanese Marines.

Analyst: W.H.WAGNER Doc. No. 2709




ESTHER GARCIA MORAS, after Lav1ng been duly sworn, testified
on 25 June 1945 as follows:" -

Q Please state your full narme, age, nationality, present
address, occupation, and marital status.

A FSTHER GARCIA FORAS, 24 years old, Filipino, Raron Roces
Building, Calero Street, lanila, housewife, rarried, no

children.

Where and with whom did you live on 9 February 1945?

At 220 Alhantra Street, Errita, lanila, with my mother
Mrs. PACUITA CLSTUAS GAACTA, my sisters, PRISCILLA COSTAS
GARCIA, EVANGELINE 708TAS CGARCTIA, CAROLA COSTAS GARCIA,
ny father FELFRLCO GAEC1A, and my brothers FREDDIE C0S-
TAS GARCIA 2nd JOAOTIN (QUIVET) COSTAS GARCIA.

Where was your husband at that tire?
He was in the hands of the Japanese in the 1sland of
Cebu. He is now with the Arerican Arnmy at Leyte.

How long have you been rarried®
Six years, the 12th of June 1945.

The Jeps forced you to leave your home on 9 February 19457
Yes.

Vhere did they take you?
They took us all to Fergusson plaza which was about ten
meters north of our hore,

Besides your irrediate farily, were any other cilvilians
taken to the Fergusscn Plaza that day?

Yesi approxirately 1500, rmore or less, men, woren, Aand
d

children were brought to Plaza Fergusson that day by the
Japanese,

fhat time of day did you arrive at Fergusson Plaza?
8 o'elock in the evening.

What happened then®
The ren were scparated into one group, and the woren and
children into another group. The group of woren and chil-
dren, which numbered epproxirately four or flve hundred
persons, was further divided, and fror that group of wormen
and children approxirately 2% younger girls were placed
in one separate group. :

How reny Jopanese were present in anc about the Plaza
Fergusson 2t the time you were first rarshaled snd then
segregated into groups?

Approximately thirtiy.

Of this nurber, how rany, if any, were officers?
I only noticed one,

Do you know the nares, ranks, units, or branches of ser-
vice of any of these Japanese?

I only knew that they were marines, sorebody told re.

I personally could not tell the difference.

Can you give us a description of the Japanese officer?
Well, he wcre a szber, was about 5 feet 8 inches tall,
mediun built, and d.d not wear glasses. I could not notice
enything further about his appearance., I was too scared,
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Ptvﬂ us the nanes, ages, national ties, present addresses
f"”uBQnLUﬁLHUpﬁtiﬁna, ang raf}ta s£dtus-be-Bhe néPbers
of your group of 25 girls, "°" B
PRISCILLA COSTAS GAHCIA 15 Filipino, Raron Roces Build-
Ing, Calero Street, Manila schoolgirlz single; EVANGELIIE
(Evan or Ivan) COSTAS G&RCIA 14 Filipinn, Ramon Roces
Building, Celero Street, Uanll; schoolgirl sirglzy PILAR
ILIRADA UBAGO about 10 years old Filipino, 55 Alejandro
VI, Sarpaloc, Mbn1la hore girl, single- LUCY TANI, 25,
Fili ino, ?8 Lourdes Street Pasa Vi Rizal secretery to
Captain Tenny, sinsle; GLORTA CIEZI, 15, JULIA GEEZI, 20,
MARGOT GHEZI, 26 21l of whor cre Itnlian-Filipinos, un-
rerried, home girle, resicing on Tanduay Strezt, Fonilaj
VICKY GADOL, 17, British subject, 131 Aselc Cruz, Tabon,
Pasay, Rizal, hore girl, single; FANNY GA4DOL, 14 hnving
the sare address, occupaticn and rarital status as her
sister VICKY; AﬁCIA LUISA SOTELO, 32, Smanish, address
unknown hore girl single, The rest of the nirls ap-
roxira%ely twelve in number, were of various nntional-
ities including Chinese and Filipinosy .and I don't know
thelir nares and sddresses. They varied in ages from 18
to 24.

How long did yoﬁr group of 25 stay at Plaza Fergusson?
About half an hour.

Then what hapoened?

Under guard of two or rore Japanese soldiers, we were
rarched to what had been formerly known as the Coffee Pot
Cafe located on Dewey Boulevard irrmediately south of the
Bay View Hotel.

V/hat tire did you reach the Coffee Pot Cafe?
About 9 o'clock in the evening.

Upon yovr entering the Coffee Pot, who was present in
addition to your grouvp of girls®

There was & Japanese officer who was sitting at a desk
in the rear corner.

Did any other Tapanése enter?
Yes, severesl Japanese were coring in and out all the
tire,

P1id you recognize any of the Japanese?
No.

You know eny of ther by nare?
No.

You know their ranlc, unit, or branch of service?

No, except thot they were all rarincs., They had greenish
uniformns, and I noticed anchor insignias on several of
thelr caps and arns.

"That hoprened then?
They directed us to sit on the floor and rade signs for us
ti go to sleep end that therc vas ncthing to be afraid of.

DId you act accordingly?
No. They brcvgat in outtles cf whisky end packs of
cigarettes and sone cruckers.,

Did you end t'e ce.t of 1ha girls vertake of the feod

and refreszanent. cl'lerad you?

I srioked the cignvette out I did net dvink or eat. Sore
of the girls, bever, took a crink p2carce they wers
nervous, and some, JiXe ry sister Friscilla, todok a drink
bpcause they were thirsty.
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j.uv leng did you stey in tge Coffec Potl
Between one hour and 2 half and two houng.

Wepe anihof the Jagpnese-who entered and left £nd stood

eround the Coifee Pot unﬂc£ thc influence of liguor or
drugs 8s far as you coulid tell?

They were drunk all right,

Tid they act in any unusuel ranner?
They were noisy and bcld., They would sit in front of us,
stare at us, oand tecy to meke us fricndly to therr, They

were talking to us but no one could understand then.

Did you observe any of the girls become intoxicated?
No,

Were any other civilians brought in to the Coffee Pot
while you were theret
No.

Tere any of your group reroved fror the Coffee Pot before
your deporture”
No.

"hat happened next?
About 11 o'clock thet night they herded us together 1n a
group and took us over to the Bay View Hotel.

How rany Jepanese took you over there?
Just two.

Did you recognize eny of tner?

No, I cen't tell one Jap fror enothcr. They were all
so dirty and srelly that I looked at then as little =s
possible.

Upon your arrival at the Bay View Hotel, what heonened®

We were rarched up the steirs to the second or third floor
and taken to a roor the nurver of which I don't know, but

it wes on the side towards the bay end it wasn't a corner

roor.,

"ho else was in the roor when you arrived?
Nobody.

Did anyone core in the roon besides your group?

No. The Jeps shut the door on us and we could hear then
on the other side of the door.

"eseribe the roor.,

It was entirely unfurnished except for a few carouflage
nets anéd old rattresses lying on the floor. There was

a srall bathroon but no weter was running in it. There
was one window and the roor was about seven reters square.

what did you do?

We tried to rake ourselves corforteble, but everybody was

nervous and praying. There was hardly roon enough to lie
down, end it was pitch dark,

Then what happened?

In about 5 or 10 rninutes in walked 2bout 5 Japs with flash-
lights and condles, and correnced to leck arcund and peer
into our faces, ''e puvlled our nair down over our eyes

enéd tirned our feces into the wall and orcuched into the
corner atterpting to avoid tneir scrutiny.

What did the Jopanese do?

They corpleted thelr inspecticn and then left the roon
in about five rinutes, closing the duvor upon us. |
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' ¢ Then what happened? |
A In about another five rinutes, three Japs care in and |
grabbed ny two sisters Priscilla aand Evengellne Ly tnelr
arrs and foreibly pulled then foor the rcom, Beth o ny

sisters pulled back and resistad civeiucusly and cried

?
| 1 out in anguish to be left alone, but they were taken any-
| way.
F n Did you see your sisters zgein after that? |
| & Yes, in ahout half an hour Evangeline (Even) cane back 5

B | to the room 2lone crying and shaking 211 over end sob-

5 bing and fell in ry arrs. She was crying like her heert
| would break. I tried to soothe her and ask her what had
happened? She s2id the Japs were doing things to Priscil-
1la. I then asked her what heppened to her, She said,
"Nothing happened to re becouse I ar: menstruating."

" Did you ask her for particulars®

| A No, there was so rmch turncii. in the roor: with all the

| girls erying and praying and ry sister was so upset thet |
| I just held her clost cnd we walted. .

Q@ Then did you see Priscilla agein?
' . She care into the roon a2bout 20 nminutes after Evangeline
had core back the first tire,

3 - Yhet was her aoppesrance?
? She was perspiring, her hair was awry, and her dress was
soiled and russed.

Did she say anything to you? | ‘ﬁ
She sa2id she wanted to die. |

.

% |

Did vou cuestion her? : | ,f
5 . No, I knew what had happened, o

@ Did she say anything further other than that she wanted

to die?
|' { NO .

| - Before your sister Priscilla returned to the roor as you [
| have just rclsated, hrd the Japenese corc back and bother A
anyone?
! Yes, obout five rinutes after ry sister Evangeline had
returned, three Jeps entered =nd took hold of ry sister
Evangeline 2gain and Fanny Gadol and dregged therm across
the floor and out of the roor:. All the while, Evengeline
snd Fanny were struggling and screaring, i

l..' .*'F‘

Q Did you say or do anything®

. I tried to hold Evan back, but I was not strong enough.
Everyone in the roor was crying cnd trying to hide under

" nettresses and nets,

| " Did Evangeline return to the roor? |
| . No, I did not see her again that night until the next o
norning when she was with ry rother, |

~ Did you sce Fanny Gadol again that night?
" No, I did not seec her until the next morning, downstalrs. |

Did any rore Japanese core in the roor?

Yes, about ten rinutes after Priscilla had core back in |
the roor, ~bouat four Japsy, I think, entered the roor: and |
' |

took re 2nl =orc of the other girls who I was too dis-
; traught to co3=1ve,
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21d you resist?
Yisy I told ther I was sick
but thet rade no differenne

and that I had a neadache,

SO trhens

They Jjust pulled

re by the shoulders ond torcza rne ont of the room end
pulled me down the hell to snotiner roor.

How rany Japs actunlly took you to this other roor?

Three of ther.

Can you describe eny of these three Japanese or any of
the Japenese who had entered the roon prisr to your re-

roval?
No.

Do you know their rank?

Noy they were just rerines: nc af<i:ers.

Whot happened when you reached this roor®
They rade rie 1lie down on the floor.

''ho was present?

Just I ond the three marines.

Did you notice how the roor wes furnished?
There was nothing in it. I weas forzed to lie down on
the bare floor, They 1lifted ny dress up to ry waist

end tore off ny pents.

How reny of the Japs actually pulled up your dress and

tore your panties off?
One.

'het did the other two Ja?Fnese do at this tire®

Just standing there, look

""hat were you doing?

ng oand Iaughing.

I was struggling, kicking, and striking out with Yy arns,
but the one who was holding me down slapped rie #11 about
ny fece with his bere hands,

Did you lose consciousness?
No, but I beccre deozed fror

finelly got exhausted, I lay

sné then what happened?

the slapping and when I

on the floor like a log.

While the rarine held re pinned to the floor with one

and

nhend, he unbuttoned his trousers with the other hend
%hen forced his sexuel organ into nes

How long did he engege in his cernel embrace with you”

'bout two or three rinutes,

Before, during, or irredistcly after this acty did he
kiss or fondle you in ony ranner?

He tried to kiss re, but I held r'y arrs both felded over
ry face, and he could not reach ry lips,

Did he hrve »n ermission in you?

Yes,

Di1d you heve =n erission?
No,

Did his act of ravishrent couse you =ny physicel poin?

Yesy 2 little pain,

Did he atterpt any other forr of physical relations with

you of ~n unnatursl fashion?
No,

ShEa
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v 0 When he had coripleted his orgasry what happened?

# He stood up, and one of the others got down on re. He
| . had his trousers unbuttoned and his organ was out znd he

forced it into re.

How long did he violaté you?
Just a few rinutes.

P |

Did you resist hir?

p + I tried to resist hin but I kncw all was over and I was
| lost,

.0

-~
r.-“"j

Did he have 2an erission®
Yes,

”  Was he wearing any preventive?
A No. -

0 Did you hzave an enission®
{1 NO ®

. @ Did his rapacious act cause You any physical pzain?
& No.

(0 Did he atterpt. to caress or fondle you?
4 No,

J Then whet hepoened?

i dhen he had finished, he got up and the third one attecked
re in the sarme ranner and he likewise corpleted the sexual
act. I did not core, 2nd I continued to cover ry face

end protect ryself the best I could.

o — e —— A ——_ e . i s

| Q Did these three Japanese hurt you as a result of the
- act?

b No.

0 giddgny of the Japenese offer you any paynent of -any
n

A No -

(0 Did eny of thc Jananese proriise you any special favor or

: word of protection if you would acquiesce in their desires?
| i. They did not trlk, They just had re down, the three darned

- brutes, and then went out of the roor while I was still

in 2 dazed and bewildered condition.

N Did any of the three Jrpanese you have just rientioned pos-
sess 2ny wveapons?

L Yes, onc of them hed a gun with bayonet fixed, and the
other two hnd just their beyonets,

¢ Did thcy thresten you in any way with their weapons?
i NO%

1 C Then what hoppened?

. I crawled on ry hands and knees, struggled to ry feet,
and sorehow ranaged to get back to the roon where I had
becn taken fror the other girls,

| r  fLbout how long had you been gone fror: the roor and the
girls?

. &bout 20 rinutes,

C A4bout what tire was it when you returned to the roon
rejoining the girls?
[. It wos neorly ridnight.

«fter your return to the roorn, whet did you observe?

.
& I did not obscrve anything. I just fell on the floor and
sobbed,
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Then what happened?

I was in a rental heoze 211l the rest of the night. The
Japs kept coring in ~2nd out of the room, dragging out
girls individually -nd in srall groups of two or three.
After I hrd been lying on the floor about two or three
ninutes, one Jep rerine canc 2nd dregged me to a roon
In which there was o bed ond which was corpletely fur-
nished.

s this an officer®
No, he was not officer. He wos just a narine.

Who else woas present”
Nobody.

""nat heppened?

He took rme in this roon; lighted the candle, fixed the
bed anc put ¢ shect and pillow on. He reroved 21l ny
clothes and then he carried re to the bed 2nd placed re
gently thereon. He storted to coress re, erbracing me
nnd kissing re 2ll over ny body, my legs, my stomach and
about the breasts, but he could not touch my face becouse
I held 2 plllow tightly over my face with ry arrs. |

How long did this continue? |
After cbout ten rinutes he got on top of re.

How 1ong did he engege in his carnal act?
Nerrly thirty ninutes.

Did he have #n erission?
Yes.

Did you®?
No.

Pid this raping hurt you?
Yes, 1t did.

Describe the hurt. :
It burned re and I felt very sore inside of re.

Did he say anything to you during the entire tire you
were in the room?
No,

Cen you describe the appenrance of this rerine?

He he¢ no hair, he had a two-doy growth of beard, he

had severel prominent upper gold teeth, he was about

five feet 2 inches tall, weighed around 130 pounds, did not
weor glasses, hnd 2 scar pbout two inches long just above
his right eye, and had no tattooes..

Ygu have eny idea as to his nane, unit, rank, or organiza-
tion?
Noy except that he was a marine, not an officer.

Did he offer you any reward or 2ny payment?
No.

Did you resist his efforts?
Yes, certainly, but I was afreid and he wes too strong.

Then what hoppened?

He put on his ciothes, told re to put on nine, which I
renaged to d:y ond then notioned re to lesve, which I
did. I returned to the roor where the other girls were,.
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"mat tire did you get back to your roor°
It wes about 1 o'elock in the rneorning, 10 Februrry 1945,

‘’ere you rolested eganin thot nighte

Yes, I was raped between 12 ond 15 tires during thet
night., I connot rererber exoctly how rany tircs. I so
so tired ancd horror stricken th-t 1t bceare o living
nightrare. The Japs world core singly end in groups,
crag re fror tho roor hardly before I hed fszllen to the
floor fron o prcceding raping, 2nd would again take re
cnd do it to re over snd over. I an not sure becouse

I was trying to svoid looking £t their facesy, but I do
not think oany one of the Jrps used rre rore then once,

None of ther wcre officers thot I can reecall, On each
occesion I did ¢y best o prevent the nttacks, but es I

Brew weaker end weoker and ry privete parts becare rore
Inflcred ond painful, I gave np =211 hope of living ond
expected ther to continue until they killed re. I cannot
rcpeat deteil for deteil aftor the first few assoults,
but finally, »t rbout 4 o'clock in the rorning, I was
raped by o rerine vwhose organ wos so learge th#% it tore
ry insides and I bled frop Iy porivate parts. Only then
did they le~ve rc¢ alone utterly exhausted, in great pain
and bleeding bedly. .

Did you observe during eny of your short stays 1n the
roor: With the giris whether cr not eny of the other girls
were being token or revishcd by the Japs?

No, not =t the tire pertizularly, but I dokiow other
£irls were coring nnd going under the corpulsion of the
Jops. I lecrned afterwerds thrt nearly all the girls in
the roor, with the exception of two onr three who were
renstruating or otherwise unnble to satisfy thelr dereands,
were roped by the Jeps.

‘‘ere you gilven rny food or water during thrt nizht?
Yes, a few crackers »nd sore wnter ~rbout ridnight.
Just brought erackers ~nd threw it on the fioor,

They

On the first occesion thnot night when the three Japonese

took you ~nd violated yvou consecutively, wes the roor:
lighted by 2 ccndle or flashlight® '
No, it wrs very dark.

Did
No.

Jere, any of thc attockers under the influence of liquor
or drugs®? |
Yos, precticelly 211 of ther: were very drunk.

°ny of thc attackers wenr any preventives?

During the night,
licuor?

No, I wns sober,
odor of their bodi

did they force you to toke any rore

Their bresths were terrible ond the
es was indescribably terrible.

During the course of the night, did you becore nausested
ond vonit? |

Yes, I was sick to ny storach, but I held on without
throwing up sorehow.

Did any of the Jeps other then the
as having slapped you beat, strike,

you in any ranner? .

No, only the nrtural rarks or block ang
by thcir grasping e tightly by tne arn,

first one you described
or- otherwise bruise

blue spots coused
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0 After this lest Incident which you hod at about 4 o'clock
in the rorning when you began t

0 have a slight henorrhage,
what hepoened®

A After thnt the Japs did not core back again. We 211 lay
there trying to rest oursclves,

How long were You kept in that roor?
Until about 6 o'eloc

k in the norning. Ve left the roor
cnd triod to find our folks.

I found rmy rother, ry sis-
ters Evengeline angd Corola, on

d ry brother Quinet together
in 2 corridor, They hac been 1vokine  fo

the five of us went to another rco

where there were severrl ferily groups, 2nd we stayed
with then,

= D

T

?id yYOu recognize ~ny of thes¢ othep peonle?
€Sy Mrs. Trinidrq I, aras Gereio, Teresita L. Garcie,
their cook Rosa (I don't know her lost nere), Mrs, Eric

Stern and her son Jerry, lrs. Stern's servants, Roserio
2nd Matilde (I don't know thei

r laost neres), Mrs, Lorraine
Quirino, her dsughter Nancy, and hcr two sons (I don't
know their neries),y Maris Ghezi Galatas, Mrs, Sorsh B,
Gadol »~nd her son Dnvig end servant Genoveva Trinidod.
There were o few others whor I do not rerember or know.
¢ Did the Joponese rolest you or any one in your prcsence

subscaonent to vour departure fror the roor: where rou
spent the flrst night?

& Mo, rost of us wero oble, on the rorning of 10 February
1945, to go to the rein 41

ning roor where the Red Cross
pcople protecteq us during the subseoucnt nights,

" "hen did you €Sscepe fror tho Bay View Hotel?

A On the 2fternocn of 12 Febeuary 1945. The building was
burning furiously, but the Japanese rarines wenld not let
us go out. However. an order w

as finally given to let ug
flee fror the burning building, and we did.

i After you got out of the building until you were rescued
by Arericon soldiers, were wvou subjected

o 2ny other
cruel or unusunl punishr.ent by the Japaneseo?
i Mo, wec only underwent the terror ond er of ghelling

de
custorary in warfore. However, at one %ﬁme, where and

voen I don't recell, a hand gronade wos theown sn the |
roor In whiech we were hiding znd ry brether Joaquin (Quinet)
Wes killed, I dont't know whether

Or not the Japenese threw
the grensde,.

Q Were you at ny tire after your €scape fror the Bay View
Hotel exorined by 2 doctor? ;

& Yes,

‘'Then wes thot?

On 28 March 1945 I was exerined by a United States Arny
doctori gogtrin.nobert R. Jones of the i1
2

| /th Battalion,
l'ediece achrnient of the 37th.D1vision, APO 37

7 Thot wos the result of this exorinotion as to the cuestion
Qf vinereal disecase?

) I£'was ncgetive,

=D

'
'

E Did you becore pregnent 2s 2 result of your expcrience?
No,

€ Do you know of anyone else . Bay View Hotel op
in the Boulevora Alharbre Aportrents during the period from
9 Februrry to 13 Februrry 1945 who was rolested by the
Japenese besides those you hove n°red as being in the roor
with you?

& No, I know of no one,
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0 Do you know the nemes or can you describe any offlcers |
or rerines of the Japanesc Imperiel Forces who were present |

during any of the afore-mentioned periods of tire?
A NO, I don't.

N Other then these 12 to 15 repings and the sleppings and
the force used upon you in ccnnection therewith, did the

. %9panese injure you in eny menner? _ |
0. |

Heve you anything additional that you can think of ﬁhich
you should or can testify about this atrocity?
A That 1s 21l I can say. .

D

/s/ Esther Garcia Moras
STHFR GARCIA MORAS

Corronwealth of the Philippines)
City of Manila ) S5

- I, ESTHFR GARCIA MORAS, of lawful age, being duly sworn
on oath, state that I have rend the foregoing trenscription
of my interrogation and all enswers contained therein are true
to the best of my knowledge end belief, -

/s/ Esther Gorcia Moras
ESTHER GARCIA MORAS

. Subscribed and sworn to before me this _27_ day of June
1945,

/s/ David T, Sweet
DAVID T. SWERT
lst Ltl, J-AiGulD.

CER/T L PF<ECra Tl

We, FRANK H. MORFISON II, 1st Lt., 0-1797858, JAGD, and
DAVID T. SWEET, 1st Lt., 0-20%2561, JAGD, certify thet on
27 June 1945 personclly appeared before us ESTHER GARCIA MORAS
and gave the foregoing enswers to the several questions set
forth; thet after her testimony had been transcribed, the saild
ESTHEﬁ.GABCIA MORAS reed the sarme and affixed her sigrnature
thereto in our prescnce.

/s/ Frenk H, Morrison 2

Place: Roces Bullding FRANK H, VORRISON II
Celero Street, Manila lst Lt., J.A.G.D.
Date: ‘gz,Juné 1945, /s/ David T, Swect

DAVID T. SWEET
18t Lt., JlAIGlDI




DOCUMENT 2709

I, Alve C, Carpenter, Chief, Legal Section,
General Headguarters, Su;reme Commander for the
ﬁllied Powers, do hercby cecrtify that the attached
photostatic copy of the affidavit of ESTHER GARCIA
MORAS is a true and correct reproduction of the
original affidavit; and that a signed and sworn
copy of saild affidavit is presently on file with
this Section.

/s/ Alva C, Carpenter
Aiva C, Cuxpenter
Chief, Legal Section.

Witness: /s/ John R, Pritchard

Sworn to before me this 29th

ﬁay of'OQtober, 1946, Tckfb, Japan.
' /s/ John R. Pritchard

Captain, Infanlry
Sumnary Court
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