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ON THE CHANGES OF FaSHION,

ROM the lowest ebb of obscur-
ity, 'o the highest point of scep-
tred rovalty, toere rules 2 pre.
dominant principle of imitation.
Though by an irreversible decree of
fate, all things upon earth age sub-
Ject to vicissitude and variation, yet
throughout the wholeextent ot space,
there is nothing so variable as fash.
ion.

The palefaced Moon, with exact
regularity perfuorms every mouth
her uavaried revolution.” The a-
zure sea chbs and flows in regular
and uninterrupted successin; but
fashionahle more changeable than
the wind (v even the volatile mind
of an incoustant person) varies ac.
cording to the whimi or capric: of
one coxcomical or pendantic indivi-
dual.  Oa Monday morning, per-
haps, it lies in pertect tranquiliity on
the same buard with a rusly needle
aud thimble; but stasting up ona
suddeu, it appears in the shape of
3 pair of cassimere boots, and tra-
velling, with majestic strides, in the
course of a few hours it circainame
Bulates every street and parades
through every lane.  Imitation -
mediately  seiges the surrouniding
crowd, and every breast is inflani-
ed with an ardent desire to correct
the nateral deformity of spindle-
shanks or bandy-legs. Numbers of
Young men  panting and aimost
breathless crowd around the aylor’s

vor, vieing with each other, about
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the exalted honour of being admit-
ted into the august presence of Mr.
Stitch. The clipping of measures,
the crash of breaking needles, and
the entertaining dialozue between
the goose and lup bourd, forming a
a most delightful coucert.  Stitch,
works day and night without in.
terruption and in the course of a
few weeks produces such au admir.
able effect, that all the old women
are astonished to see such a number
of young bucks parading the streets,
with the wrong ends of their legs
down.

At another time, fashion springs
out from behind the couater of g
milliner’s shop, and appearing in the
form of a triangular piece of musiin,
is folded round a gentleman’s neck,
having one of the corners suspend-
ed down his bregst.  The beau thus
equipped, struts along, having a
large pouliice tied under his chin,
The gazing eyves of the populace are
immediately turned upon him, and
eVEry person is istantaneously in
love with his new method of tying
his crayat.  The rich bnnate hiuy
from a sense of novelty, and the
poor from convenience and econo-
my ; for, this modern discuvcry n
point of tying cravats, completely
supersedes the necessity of wearing
shirts; and indeed, weie all the
changes of fashion so high!y advan.
tageous 10 the lower orders of life,
then would there be sutficient rea-
son to extol the wisdom aud pra.
dence of those persous, who were
insttumental in producing them. By
means of this valuable discovery

X



188

the Jabourer orartizan; who possesses
but one shirt, and who was fornier-
ly obliged to lie in bed unti} it was
washed, is now enabled to walk a-
bout, or attend the publie places of
religious worship, displaying a nine-
penny cravat, tied in a style not in-
ferior to that of him, who efficiates
at the altar. The- only objection
that has ‘as yet been staied ‘against
this method of wearing cravats, is
that of an old lapndiy-maid, who is
almost starving in conseguence of
the new act made for the banishment
of shirts.

Would the ladies nct take offence
at me, for having placed the gentle-
men before -them, which, by the
bye, is the order'of nature, I shounld
cansider “myself highly henoured,
by being permitted 10 congratulate
them upon some notable discoveries
and veneficial improvemeats in the
realms of the toilet. The easiness
of manuers apd unaflected simplicity
of dress, gxactly keeps pace with the

rogressive’ retinement in taste and
politeness. The British ladjes then,
of course, hive the highest claim to
merit and esieem, for in endeavonr-
ing to conforin to natural simplicity,
like mother Eve, they go almost
naked, displaying to every gazing
cye the most delightful traosparen.
cies and natural curiosities,  Theé
eye of cvery admirer is strock with
the fascinating sight of beavtifularms,
ivory necks, &c. &e. Pockets for
some time have, in'this country, un-
dergone wondeiful changes and re.
volutions, ‘being transferred from
place to place with aimost irresistible
rapidity, and have at last been entirca
ly banishetl from all the gay cir:
cles of life. They are now suc.
ceeded by a variety of diminutive
receptacles known by the name of
public ridicules. Surprising indeed !
To see young ladies the volumary
objects of ridicule, while parading
the stregts, With respect to the
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head:dresse  of the present day,
though perbaps not quite so tower-
ing or umbragecus ax those of anti-
quity, yet they are certainly far
more conveniént, being so muoch
sloped away towards the chiin, as
perfectly to’accommodate the opera-
tion of kissing: Fashion, however,
is not solely confined to the common
concerns of )ite, "or 'the variods
changesof dress, but is sometimes
seen perched wpon that sanctified
box, vulgarly called the pulpit, so
that no person in the present age,
can be fully qualified for holy de-
clamation, without being possessed
of the fashionable apparatus, which
in general consists of two pocker-
handkerchiefs, awatch, a well stored
snuff box, and a few ounces of to-
bacco. 'No wonder then, that those
preachers who ascend the pulpit,
without all their insignia, shoutd
frequently find thewmselves at a losg
for a word or sentence; but indeed
1t s adnirable to see how they
compensate such defects by cough-
ing, spitting and sneezing. Habit
has so familiarized our modern ora-
tors to these expedients, that where-
cver one of them is ata loss fora
word, he coughs, spits, and goes
through a variety of little maneuv.
résto kéep up the attention of his
audience. But the orator who is
furnished with all the 1rve auxiliaries
of preaching, enters the pulpit with
perfect serenity and composure, sits
down, pulls out his white pocket
handkerchief, for you must know,that
he wears two, one for the polite and
another for the common people,
which being a few times displayed
withan air of gracefulpess, he puts
into his pocket, then rises up,
muakes a few of his best faces, and
begins the’ service.  Afier having
gone through the common routine
of psalmody and supplication, he
finds his mouth and tongue so greatly
parched, that he is utterly unable to
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articulate, in order to rectify which,
he thrustsinto his mouth a few plugs
of tobacco. This at once excites a
copious portion of fluidity, and from
its acid qualities affects the nerves
in such a powerful manner as to
produce an immense quantity of
those griniaces, which are frequently
fmposed upon the vulgar, tor the
genuvine effects of that religion
which is pure and without alloy, sin-
cere, and unaffected, free trom super-
stition and hypocrisy. He then takes
out his two pocket handkerchiefs,
one in each hand, andafter blowing
his nose with the one used to please
the vulgar, he wipes it with s po-
lite one; takes out his snuil‘box,
goes through all the genteel ma.
nceuvres, and takes a copious pinch,
He makes a tedious iutroduction,
with a few occasional interruptions
of suneezing and wiping his nose.
After employing a cousiderable
time in convincing his audience by
ocular demonstration, that he has a
very handsome watch, he increases
in vigour, takesa new quid, grows
pathetie, thumps the cushion, enp-
ties his snnff-box (which Jay open)
upon the nead and eyes of the un
oftending clerk; his fury thea in
creases, his passion  becomes un-
bounded, and amidst the greatest
paroxysms of rage, he showers
month{uls of the tobacco essence up-
on all around him, to the unspeak-
able injury of silks and muslins,
Some of our fashionable preachers
tn the present age, inorder to spin
out the time, prolong every word to
its greatest extent, and articulate
every syllable, so as to render their
sermons a continuation of emphati-
cal monotony. Qthers again who
delight in sacred music, sing all
their prayers and sermons to the
old tune of Dublin, and thus wait
their mednations on the wiags of
melody, to the throne of God. The
vulgar ear is immediately caplivat-
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ed by these musical strains, and
our singing orators all become
quite poputar.  Habit has so recon-
ciled the old people to this sort of
canting, that should any one vord
of the melodious voice and fashiou-
able hypocrisy ascend the pulpit,
he is immediatelv branded with the
appellation of a new light heterodorxo-
ian, quite devoid of that saucti-
moniousair, lengthened face and Cal.
vinistic tune possessed Dy the down.
right, red-hot orthodox divines, I
would therefore strongly recommend
such pareats as are apt to foreordain
their children to the church, early
to teach thewm the tune of Dublin;
to apply to their faces sucir ewol-
lient plasters and salves as will proa
duce an extraordinary tension of
the muscles. and suspend the chin
at least fifteen or sixteen inches, It
will hkewise be necessary to drill
those elected sons of Levi, in the
exercise of snuffing and sneezing,
and using the white and dark poce
ket handkerchiefs. From the encreas«
ing price of tobacco, it might ap-
pear advisable to teach thew 1o
chew, as while in their carly state
of probation their finances might
seldom allow them to get a quid.
Upon a parity of reasoning some
people will affirn that, the ose of
snuft should likewise Le prohibited §
but my reply to this, is, that as the
mouth gets so moch food, the nose
being a near relative, and peaceful
neighbour, has certainly a ctaim to
alitthes AN ANTIQUaRIAN.
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