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Ciorrespondeﬁc»e with Mr. Bruce, Her Majesty’s Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in China.

~No. 1.
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Bruce.

(Extract.) ‘ . Foreign Office, March 1, 1859.

) THE Queen having been pleased to appoint you to be Her Majesty’s Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in China, and in that capacity to
exchange, at Pekin, Her Majesty’s ratification of the Treatv of Tien-tsin with the
ratification of that compact by the Emperor of China, I have now to furnish you
with such general instructions as may serve for your guldance in the lmportant
_‘mission éntrusted to you by Her Majesty.

Her Majesty’s Government had hoped that the Earl of Elgin would have’
returned to this country previously to your departure, that so your instructions
might have been framed after personal commimication with  his Excellency.
But it would seem that the interesting excursion up the Yang-tze-keang. river,
which he so judiciously determined to undertake, has occupled more time than’
he anticipated, and any further delay in your departure might possibly prevent
you from exchanging the ratifications within the period specified in *he Treaty,
namely, before the 26th of June.

Arrangements have been made for providing passage for yourself and the
members of your Mission in the contract steam-vessels which convey the British
mails of the 10th of March from Marseilles to Alexandria, and from Suez to
Singapore and Hong Kong, in case you should not find at Suez Her Majesty’s
ship ““ Furious” waiting to receive you, or at Singapore some other man-of- war
appointed to convey you to China.

: On your arrival at Hong Kong, you will, in virtue of the Commission as
Chioef Superintendent of British Trade with which you are provided, relieve Sir
John Bowring of his duties in connection with. this office, and you will -make
arraugements for transferring the general direction of British affairs in China to
Shanghae, at which - port it is to be carried on until such time as ciredmstances
shall admit of its being permanently established at Pekin. ’

‘ You will not remain at Hong Kong longer than is absolutely necessary, but
proceed to Shanghae on your way to the Peiho.

Her Majesty s Government were fully prepared at once to carry out the
provision of the Treaty of Tien-tsin which admits of the permanent residence of
a Buitish Ambassador at Pekin; but the observations on this point which Lord
Elgin has so ably laid before them, coupled with the fact that the French Govern<
'meut on considering Baron Gros’ reports, have arrived at_the same conclusion,
‘have determined Her Majesty’s Government, for the present at least, to fix at
Shanghae the residence of the British Mission, and only to require that it should -
be received occasionally atePekin. But you will be careful to make the Chinese
authorities at the capital and at Shanghae distinctly understand that Her Majesty’s
Government do not renounce the rlght of " permanent residence, and, on the-
contrary, will instantly exercise it, if’ at any time difficulties are thrown in the
way of communications between Her Majesty’s Minister and the Central Govern-

- ment at Pekm, or any disposition shown to evade or defeat the obJects of the
Treaty.-
_ Her "VIagesty s Government are prepared to erect that wll the arts at which
the Chinese are such adepts, will be put in practice to dissuade you from repair-"
‘ing to the capital, even for the purpose of exchanging the ratifications of the
o] | B2
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Treaty; but it will be your duty firmly, but-. temperately, to resist any prop051-

tions to that effect, and to admit of no excuses; and you will say that the effect

of any pérsistance on the part of the Chinese Government in throwing obstacles

in the way of your arrival at Pekin, and of the presentation of your “credentials

to the Emperor in person, will be that Her Majesty’s Government will insist on

fI:’he literal fulhlment of the Treaty, and establish the Mlssmn permanently at
ekin.

You will _probably find 1t advisable, before your departure from Shanghae,
to send an intimation to Pekin of your approach, and to request that.suitable.
arrangements may be made for your honourable reception at the mouth of the
Pelho, and at Tien-tsin, and for your journey from-that place to Pekin. The
Admiral in command of Her Majesty’s naval forces in China has been directed to
'send up with you to the mouth of the Peiho a sufficient naval force, and unless
any unforeseen circamstances should appear to make another arrangement'more
advisable, it would seemn desirable that you should reach Tien-tsin in a British
ship of war.

. 1t is impossible for Her Majesty's Government, and, indeed, it would not be
wise, to Jay down any definite rules to. be rigidly adhered to, in regard to your
‘appwa(*h to, and your communieation with, the Chinese Court. The acquain-
tance which you possess with the Chinese character will.enable you to judge when
.you may give way and when you must stand firm, bearing in mind that your
treatment on your first visit to Pekin will always be appealed to on the occasion
of future visits, as establishing a precedent not to be departed from.

You will, of course, retuee compliance with any ceremony, or form-of recep-
‘tion, which can in any way be construed into an admission of inferiority on the part
of Her Majesty in regard to the Emperor of China; and perhaps the best method
of putting a stop to any attempt to impose upon you in this respect, will be that
you should distinctly declare. that you will withdraw at once, even from the
Presence Chamber of the Sovereign, on the slightest appearance of dxsposmon
to treat you, and the office that you hold, with disrespect.

If any objection should be raised on-the score of your credentials being
those of Envoy and not of an Ambassador, you will say that the reason of their
being so, is to admit of the wish of the Chinese Government that for the present
the British Mission should not be permanently resident at the capital being
complied with; but that if, on that ground, the Chinese Government seek to
make any dzstmctlon in your rcceptlon and treatment, new .credentials’ as.
Ambassador will immediately be sent to you, and, in that case, the Mission will .
be forthwith and permanently established at Pekin.

You will, moreover, take care that the treatment awarded to. you is in no
degree less honourable than that awarded to- the Representative of any: ¢ other '
Powel whatever. That it should be consistent with European usages, it must
doubtless be more honourable than that by which Embassies from countries over
whose Chiefs the Emperor assumes superiority are received ; but it must be in
no demee mfel tor to that accorded to the Representfx’mes of gther Christian
lm'long - ’

Although. you wiil insist upon vour being rece wed at Pekin, and will refuse
to e\change ratifications at any other place, and will further decline to, make any -
compromise in regard.fo the time of your stay in the Chinese capital, or the
frequency of your Visits to it ; ; Her Majesty’s Government are willing to leave to
vour_ discretion the duration of your stay on the fivst occasion. = Your primary
obJect after the exchange of the ‘ratifications, will be to come to such an_under-
standing with the Government as may ensure’ prompt attention being pdld by
proper authorities-in the capital to any representations that you may see occasion
to address to it; and you will particularly insist upon your right to employ
messengers of your own, whether European or Chinese, for the s convevance of
your communications, gnd upon due facilities ‘for the performance of their
4 Joumeys being secmcd for such messengers.

. Your general language will be, that Her '\In;c»tvs Government are most
,anxious that the lllch«lb‘Cd intercourse with - the Chinese Empire, under the
"Treaty of Tien-tsin, may contribute to the mutual advantage of hoth countries ;
“that it is Her Majesty’s firm intention, while scrupulously observing #he engage- -
ments which she. has hersélf contriicted, to require on the part of thc meelor
of China a correspending observance of 'liis cw n; that Her Majesty’s officers in
" the different ports of China will be du‘ectednto prevent, as far as in them lies,
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~any disturbance of the public peace, and any disorderly conduct on the palt of
Bntlsh ‘subjects ; and that; onr the:other.hand;, Her -Majesty expects that the
Chinese authorities, both at the ports and: in the interior of the countr Y; will be
required to act. up to the Treaty obligations' contracted, -by their Sovereign, and . -
‘10’ treat with kindness-and consideration the subjects. of Her MaJesty who muay
_be brought in contact with them.

Wlthout waiving or‘compromising, in any defrree, the right of He1 ‘Majesty’s
Mission fo reside at the capital, you may let it be understood that the frequency
of its visits to Pekin, if not its permanent residence there, must in a great degree
depend on the manner in which the provisions .of the Treaty are carried out. If
no occasion is given for controversy by attempts on the part of the Chinese local
authorities to evade the terms of the Treaty, and more particularly if no disposi-
tion is shown by the Government at the capital to treat with disrespect any
representations Her Majesty’s Minister may addvess to it from Shanghae, the
necesmty for such visits to the capital will be rare; and when théy are made
they will be rather complimentary than for the transaction’ of business. But
you will say that as between the Powers of Earope direct diplomatic intercourse,
and the permanent residence of Ministers at the residence of the Soveréigns to -
whom they are accredited, are always looked upon as an indication’ of friendship -
between States, so Her 2 \/fd.]est} s Government hope that the day is not far
distant when not only will the presence of a British Minister at Pekin be viewed
with satisfaction, but a Representative of the Emperor of China be accredited to
Her Majesty's Court, where you will say he will be welcomed both by Her
Majesty and her Government, and treated with the same distinction and consi-

der atlon as the Representatives of He1 M aJesty s nearest allies, - -

B

No. 2.
M. Bruce o the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 5.)

My Lord, : Victoria, Hong Kong, May 4, 1859.
THERE is little reliable information to be obtained here as to the reception

‘Her Majesty’s Mission is likely to meet with at Pekin, and the fact of the
Commissioners Kweiliang and Hwashana remaining at Soochow, near Shanghae
though Mr. Lay has urged them to return to Pekin, to be on the spot when the

‘forewn Missions arrive there, would seem to indicate a hope on their part that
some incident may enable them to avert %he visit to Pekin; and this view is
strengthened by the rumourts, more or less true, of the repair of the old forts at
the mouth of the Peiho, and the construction of fresh defences along its course.

‘At the same time it is reperted, and, in the main, no ‘doubt truly, that a
Russian Mission of some pretensions has arrived at Pel\m that its ‘members

_walk about the streets, in Emopean costume, unmolested ; and that. discussions

*have taken place between its: chief and. the Chinese Government ‘on matters. of
etiquette, in which it is reported that the Russian has receded from bis first
demand. The reports from Pekin are sent by native Roman Catholic catechists
to their Bishop, and embody probably the gossip which eirculates in the streets
of Pekin on these subjects.  Your Lordship is likely to be better informed from
St. Petersburgh than we are on the co'zst of Chlm,. of the route and character of”
tlns Russian Agent. -

. It became 1 necessary for me to declde, in this state of uncer tainty as to thc
intentions of the Chinese Government, on the force which should accompany me
to the Peiho, it being desivable that it should proceed without delay to the north.
By a note 1ecelved hom M. Bourboulon, my French colleag ue,I see he does not

_e\pect that Admiral Rigault will spare from the opuatxons in’ Annam more than
two vessels, of which one, I'hope, will be able to ascend the river as far as
Tien-tsin. 1 therefore requested Admiral Hope and Sir Charles van Straubenzec
to confer with mo on this point., As your Lordship will sce by-the inclosed
Minute, I'stated to them that the. objects of my mission were—the exchange of
the ratifications at Pekin, the delivery of my credentials to the Empéror ‘of Lhum

in person, and the arrival, as far as Tien-tsin, in a British ship of war. They

“agreed in the cpinion that it would not be sife tb assume that the Chinese would

eoncede these pomts, and enter 5011011st on tlm cmmdelatwn ‘of the measures
o ;

i
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. required to bring the Treaty into full operation, unless I were. accompamed with
an imposing force, and they agreed that it should be as nearly as possible of the

same strength as that which formed the expedition of last year. I hope by the

demonstration to render the active employment of the force unnecessary.

In the meantime T have requested Mr. Wade to inform Mr. Lay confiden-.
tially at Shanghae of the objects and scope of the Mission, leaving it to his
discretion, in which I have full reliance, to communicate it, as from himself, to -
- the Chinese Commissioners. We may thus obtain some knowledge of their
intentions on our arrival at Shanghae, which would be important as a guide in
our future proceedings.

I have not decided on the terms of my communication to the Chinese
Government, or on the point from which it is to be sent. L propose discussing
these points with M. Bourboulon and with the American Minister.

I proceed to Canton as soon as the mail leaves for England ; and on my
return I shall visit Macao, where I hope to find my colleagues

: I have, &c.
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.

~Inclosure in No. 2.

Mmute of a Conference held at the Government Offices at Hong Iiong, on
Friday, April 28, 1859.

Present :

The Honourable F. Bruce, C.B.
Sir Charles van Straubenzee, K.C.B.
" Rear-Admiral Hope, C.B.

MR. BRUCE ‘stated that the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government.
~ ‘were to the effect that he was to proceed, if possible, to Tien-tsin in a British
man-of-war, and thence to Pekin, where the exchange of the ratifications was to
be effected, and where he was to present his letters ‘of credence to the Emperor
of China in person, insisting on such a reception as was befitting his character as
the Representative of a nation on an- equality with that of China. .

- ‘He further stated that we were not in possession of any reliable mformatlon
as to the spirit in which the Chinese Government were preparéd. to receive this
 first attempt to establish direct relatibns on a footing of - -equality with the Court
of Pekin. That we must be guided, therefore, by the general experience we had
" acquired of the Chinese character, and that we might infer as the result of our
past experience that the objects of this Mission were most likely to be satisfac-
torily and peacefully attained, if the British Minister were supported by a

werful demonstration of force at the mouth of the Peiho river.

Sir Charles van Straubenzee and Rear-Admiral Hope concurted in thlb
view, the latter stating that his instructions contemplated the Minister being
escorted with an imposing force.

It was unanimously agreed that the expedition should, if possible, be as
. strong as that which accompamed the Ambassadors of England and France to the
Peiho last year, and with that view Sir Charles van ‘Straubenzee intimated his
being prepared, consistently with the security of his position at Canton, to place
‘a battalion-of Marines and a company of Engineers at the disposal of Rear-
Admiral Hope. This addition to the naval force would compensate for the
absence of the French forces ifi Cochin China.

I\o. ,
‘ Lord J. Russell to M1 BTut‘e
Siry - g " Foreign Oﬁce, Julj 6, 1859. .

o HER Maesty’s GoVe}nmcnt approve the alrangemcnt as reported in
your de@patch of the 4th of Mav ‘which you have adopted, in Loncm with: Sir



Charles van Straubenzeé and Rear-Admiral Hope, for the purpose of proceéding
up the Peiho on  your way to Pekm, backed bv an adequate naval and nuhtaly
: fnrce. -
I am, &e.
(Signed) J RUSSELL

No. 4l

~

Mr Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury —(Recewed July 16.)

My Lord, Vietoria, Hong Kong, May 21, 1859

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of the note I have addlessed to " the
Chinese Chief Secretary of State, Kweiliang, informing him of my arrival in
China, of the diplomatic character I bear, and of the course I intend to pursue.
M. Bourboulon has-also sent a note to him couched in identical terms.

In my previous despatches, I have informed your Lordship . that we can
ascertain nothing as to the intentions of this Government with respect to the
visit of foreign Envoys to Pekin; but the Imperial Commissioners, on" hearing
of Ty arrival in China, have proceeded from Soo-chow to Shanvhae—a fact of
some significance, and ‘which gives colour to’the opinion that they hope to raise .
questlons or begin negotlatlons at that point :“atherwise they would have returned
ere this to Pekin, for the purpose of making preparatlons for our reception.

"It seems to me important that | should from the commencement, assume
the new political status which I bear as a Mlmster 4ccredlted to the Emperor of*
China.

With this view I have put fomald in a prominent and intelligible shape,
the character I bear, and the necessity of my proceeding direct to Pekin, to
present to the Emperor my credentials, in accordance with established usage, and
thereby qualify myself for the discharge of my functions as Envoy to the Court
of Pekin. For the same reason I have addressed Kweiliang as Chief Secretary
of State—not as Imperial Commissioner—as I wish to avoid any act that may
be construed into an acceptance of an Imperial Commissioner at Shanghae My

“language on that point will be that my acceptance of such a functionary is made
contingent on a proper reception at Pekin, and on arrangements being made
which will secure free access and unreserved communication with the Imperial
Ministers at the capital, on all matters on which I think they ought to be
informed. .. ’

I hope, in this way, to compel the Chinese Government to_declare 1tse1f
upon those points which we know are the most unpalateable to it; and if there
exists, on its part, a disposition to evade its obligations, to thrust us back, as
before on the seaboard, and refuse the reception which I cannot waive w1f;h0ut
lovvelmo our national dignity, I trust we shall be in possession of their views
when we artive at the mouth of the Peiho, and not be left to discover them
-gradually at Pekin. 1If, as is most probable, the Court of Pekin is wavering,
anxious to evade, but unwilling to risk a rupture, I trust that 1dent1ty of views
among the foreign Representatives, firm linguage, and an imposing demonstra- -

- tion of force, will secure the observance by it of the recent Treaties, and incline
it to listen to moderate and pacific advisers.

In closing this despatch, I beg to draw your LOI‘dShlp s attention to a letter
I addressed to Admiral Hope, on a proposal by the Lords of the Admiralty to
reduce further the force on this station—a measure much to be regretted, should
it be carried into operation before the visit to JPekin .is successfully, accom- .
phshed -

I have, &c. \
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.

Inclosure 1 in No. 4,
Mr. Bruce to Commassioner Kweiliang.

. THE Undersigned, &c., &c., has the homnour to inform his Ex_'ce‘:lency'
Kweiliapg, Senior Secretary of State, that Her Majesty the Queen, &e., &c., has
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been pleased, in fuptherance of the intimate and friendly relations happily
established betweén the twe Eumpires by the Treaty of Tien-tsin, to appoint .the
Undersigned to the honourable post of Envoy Extracrdinary and Mmhtex Pleni-
potentiary to His Majesty the Emperor of China.

In that capacity he is the bearer of an autograph lettcr from Her Majesty
the Queen to His Majesty the Empel or of China, which it will be his pleasing
duty to present to His Majesty in’person, according to the established "usage
among friendly nations, and in order that he may be -thereby properly qualmed
to undertake the duties of his oﬁice as Her Majesty’s Repr esentatwe to the
Court of Pekin. - -
_ The Unders1gned has fmther to add that he 1s charved with the counterpart
of the Treaty of Tien-tsin, duly ratified by Her Most Gracious Majesty, and .that
"he will be prepared to exchange it at Pekin, as agreed on in the Treaty, against
one equally ratified by His Majesty the Emperor of China, that relations 'of peace
and 'of goodwill may be thus mutually ‘confirmed- and placed on a sure and
‘permanent basis.

“The" Under51gned takes this opportunity of informing  his Exce]lency
Kweiliang, that, in compliance with the above instructions of his Sovereign, he
i$ about to proceed without' delay, by ship, to-Tien-tsin, He trusts that the
necessary orders will be given for the conveyance of himself and his suite from
thence to Pekin, and for the provision of surtable accommodation for him during
‘his residence in the capltal itself in a manner befitting the dignity of the natlon
be represents. ‘

The Undemgned &e. : _
(Sluned) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.
Vzctoma, Hong Konyg, May 16, 1859. '

Inclosure 2 in No. 4.
My, Bruce to Rear-Admiral Hope.

(Extract.) Tictoria, Hopg Kong, May 21, 1859.

WITH reference to the despatch from the Lords of the Admiralty proposing
'a reduction of the force on this station, I beg to ‘observe that the facts which
have come to my knowledge since my arrival in China confirm me as to the
propriety of the conclusmn come to, in’ concert with yourself and Sir Charles
van Straubenzee, viz., “ That the force which is to accompany me to the North
ought-to be as strong as’ that which accompqmed the Allied Hmh Commlssxonexs' '
last year to Tien-tsin.”’

< The task of supplying the dLﬁcmncy causcd by the diversion. of the French
;force to Cochin China devolves: e\clu‘slvelv on the Commander-in-chief of Her
- Majesty’s naval forces here, ‘at a time when the squadron at his disposal is “const-
delablv less than that undet the command of Sir Michael Seymour last 3ear’ '

“No person can pretend to speak posifively as to the intentions of the
Uhmeee ‘but we know that they urged the modification”of one clause in the
Treaty, on the ground that it was’ extmted by force. and that there was ho
opportunify for -discussion afforded af Tien-tsin. The same argument, ‘would’
hold: good for the elimination of every “other Article which iay be dmaqreeable to
them : and as I ‘seé that the Inmperial Commissioners, instead of going to Pekin
to ‘prepare for the reception of the foreign Envoys, have retui ned to Shan“hae,
1 .do not doubt that they are prepared to ‘propose further 'modifi catioms in"the
Treaty. and to vaise difficulties as to my proper- recepnon at Pekin, unleas they"
fmd us detezmmed and able to carry our pomt

No. 5.
melJ I’mscll to My, Bruce. .
Sir,“v " Foreign O_ﬁ’z’cw Julg/ 12 1859.

" I HAVE to acqmmt vou that Her Majesty’s Government approve the note
, whlch -you addressed to the Chiéf Secretary of State, I\ueﬂrang, -of which a.copy
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is” inclosed in your despatch of the 21st of May, and in which you'announced
to him your arrival in China, a$ Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary to the Emperor of China, . o
‘ ' " . Fam, &e. - .
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL.

. No. 6.
M. Bruce to the Earl of Malﬁesbury.vf- (Re'cez;ved Jul,y 30.)

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, May 31, 1859..

- I.HAVE the honour to.inclose a report of a conversation between the
Interpreter, My. Hart, at Canton, and a Chinese who has just returned from
Pekin, representing the disposition of the Emperor as most hostile. A rumour
is also current'here, that the Russians established at the capital have been
massacred, ' . ' , . :

On the other hand, it appears that a certain Ta-ki, a Chinese merchant at
Shanghae, who déals largely with foreigners, and who, from his intimacy with
-the Intendant at that place, and his connection with the North, is generally well
informed, states that the Chinese Government will not. offer any opposition to
our visit to Pekin. -

- 1 do not consider that my plans ought to be influenced in any degree by
these reports. If any .inference is to be drawn from them it is this: that there
is a strong party opposed to the concessions to foreigners, and a party resigned

“to them as inevitable ; that the triumph of the one or of the other is possible,
and will depend on the moral effect produced by the gprdial union of foreign
Powers, and on the fear of a fresh collision inspired by the demonstration of an
imposing force in support of our demands. ~
’ . I have, &ec. .
- (Signed) FREDERICK W. A, BRUCE.

Inclosure in No. 6.
Memorandum.

_YESTERDAY evening a Cantonese, Sen-seen-sang, who has for several .
years been in the habit of lending money to expectant officials, whom he accom-
anies. when appointed to any post, called on me. He had just returned from
Pekin, vi4 Shanghae, having left the former place on the 22nd of March. He .
informed me that at the time of his departure from Pekin, the expected return.
of the British Ambassador to Tien-tsin, and the possibility of his visiting the-
capital, were subjects freely canvassed in every quarter ; that the Emperor was
known to be highly displeased with some of the stipulations contained in the
Tien-tsin Treaty ; that he was entirely averse to the Ambassador’s taking up his
quarters in the capital, and that he had resolved not to grant him an audience on
“any pretext; that military preparations were going on at Pekin and Tien-tsin ;.
* that the Russians had offered the Emperor 10,000 muskets, but that His Majesty
has declined to accept the present, fearing that the muskets in question might be
brought to the Palace by an equal number of Russians; ‘that the arrangement of
all matters connected with the reception of the British at Tien-tsin, and the
_ preventing of any visit to Pekin, had been confided to.Sung.-wang-yay, a
‘Ta-tsze-wang, son-in-law of the last Emperor; that Sung:wang-yay was at
Tien-tsin with 50,000 troops, Manchoo and Mongols; that the batteries at
“Tien-tsin had been rebuilt, and the river staked in such a way as to render it
.~ impossible for foreign vessels to reach that city; that 30,000 *so-lo” troops,
. -men never called out-except in cases of the greatest” emergency, were under
. -orders to hold themselves in readiness to join Sung-wang-yay if called for; that
Sung-wang-yay’s orders were to receive the British at Tien-tsin with all civility,
but at all hazards to prevent any nearer approach to Pekin ; that Sung-wang-yay
. was very desirous of gaining. military renown, and that the Ambassador would
-be unable to reach’ Pekin without having recourse to arms; ‘that, according to

-
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the opmloﬂ of some, the Ambassador, accompanied by a few people, might
possibly reach Pekin mthout bloodshed, but that a fight would certainly ensue
if more than a hundred men were landed that the country between Tien-tsin
and Pekin being flat, and the Chinese troops being o much more numerous than
any number of men the British could land, it was the general belief that the

- British could be surrounded and cut to pieces before the completion of one-half

the journey.

" Sen-seen-sang further 1nformed me that a Russian Ambassador had visited
Pekin on the 2nd March ; that the Russians in the capital, more than 100" in
number, roamed about- Just as they pleased, much to the grief of the Emperor
and the anti-foreign party; ‘and that it was feared the British, if they once
effected an entrance, would take an ell for every inch the Russians had arrogated
to themselves ; that at Yung-chow large quantities of grain had been bought up
by the Russmns but that the Emperor having become alarmed had forbidden
the traffic. .

(Signed) = ROBERT HART, Interpreter.
Brztzsh Consulate, Canton, May 22, 1859.

No. 7.
Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmgsimry.-—(cheived July 31.)

(Extraét.) S .Victoria, Hong Kong, June 1, 1859.
.I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that M. de Bourboulon

arrived, at Hong Keng on the 26th ultimo from Macao, where he had been
delayod by the non-arrival of the corvette and small steamer destined to convey

‘him to Tien-tsin. Adiniral Rigault had taken all the stores, &c., out of the
corvette when at Turon, and she has not yet completed her provisions, but I

trust she will be ready to-morrow, on which day I likewise proceed to Shanghae
direct.

I have waited for M. de Bourboulon, as L thought it advisable that every,
step we take in the Pekin expedition should be taken | by us in concert; andas I
do not wish to have any communication with the Imperial Commlssmners, should .

-

‘they be s’ull at Shanghae, until my French colleague arrives. -

L

No. 8.
Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August :11.‘).’

My Lord, ‘Shanghae, June 14, 1859. |
L TOOK my_departure from Hong Kong as soon as the. French corvette.

*Duchayla” was reported ready to proceed

Foreseeing that I should find on my atrival here questwns of considerable

.importance, which it would be desirable to degide in concert with M. de

Bourboulon, I did not think it advisable to precede him, and thereby put myself
in the position either of acting in his absence, or of giving as a reason for delay
that I was waiting for him.

- Ireached Shanghae on the evenmg of June 6, and M de Bourboulon amved
on the following morning.

I found three letters from the Imperial Commlssmners, proposing that,
instead of proceeding to the North to effect the exchange of the ratifications; I
should remain here and commence discussions on various details connected with
carrying the Treaty into operation, alleging as their reason for waiting at

- Shanghae, that the Earl of Elgm, on plooeedmg to the South  had: left some -of
these details unfinished.

On reading, however, Lord Elgms letter of March 3, 1859 addressed to'
them on his leaving China, I saw that there was nothing to ‘justify their delay ;
that they were informed therein of my being the bearer of important documents
to be delivered at Pekin, and that they were warned that a strict adherence to

the Treaty was the only method by which peaceful relations could’ be preserved.

Ore of the Articles prescnbes the exchange of the ratifications at Pekin wnthm a
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year, and I know, from what passed last year, that it is not, in the eyes of the
Chinese, one of the least important of its stipulations.

'I am unable to state whether the Commissioners were acting under lnstruc-
tions from their Government to use every effort to prevent. our proceeding to the-
North, or whether they adopted this expedient for the purpose of being out of
the way when the visit to the capital, so unpalateable to the pride of the Chinese
Governmeat, is to take place. But that their object was to gain time—the
favourite policy of this Government, in the hope that something, they know not
what, might turn up, and relieve thein from this visit—1 could ha\e no doubt ;
neither could I doubt, independently of the precise nature of my instructions,”
- that anything which looked like hesitation or irresolution. on my part, would
encourage the Chinese in putting obstacles in my way, and render the object of.
my nusswn more difficult to attain without a fresh appeal to force.

* I accordingly addressed to the Secretary of State, Kweiliang, the inclosed -
note, declaring that my resolution to proceed was inflexible; refusing to enter
into any discussion of details until after the exchange of ratifications; ; dechmng
to grant them an interview at this place, and holding them responsible for any
consequences that might ensue from the want of due preparatlon at Pekin for
my reception. ' .

M. de Bourboulon, who .shareb my 0p1mon on the subject txansmxtted a
note to the same effect.  °

I further sent a short note, pointing out that, by employmg one of the
steamers lying here, they might still, if they liked, reach Tien-tsin in time.

In the meantime the squadl on sa11ed to rendezvous at some islands a short
distance off the Peiho, and Admiral Hope left on the 11th, having agreed to
inform the officers in’ charge of the forts at the Peiho that the Ministers of
England and France were coming, and to direct them, if they had received. no .
instructions on the subject, to communicate the mtelhgence to Pekin, and obtam
a reply within a fixed number of days.. - .

On the occasion of the Admiral’s departure, I addressed to h1m the letter
“copy of which is herewith inclosed. ' A '

At this time the reports that reached us were not encouragmg, and 1
learned from the best authority that a high Chinese official had declared that he
would not go to the North, as there would be trouble, and that we should be
-obliged to give the Chinese Government another lesson at Tien-tsin before the
Emperor would be brought to reason and before pacific counsels would obtaln
the ascendancy. .

~ 'This tallied with other accouuts, and with the fact that thﬂ war party
acqulred so much influence at Pekin last winter, and sent such extravagant
instructions to the Commissioners, that Ho wrote back that, if affairs were to be
-« managed in that spirit, the Emperor had better name his uncle and the-other
heads of the war party as Commissioners, as he would not undertake the task” of
bringing matters to a peaceful conclusion on such terms. - To this unusual act of
independence, the Emperor appended the remark, “ His (Ho’s) obstinacy will
involve him in calamity.” The paper to whlch I refer was obtained by
‘Mr. Parkes, and a précis of it forwarded to the Forewn Office in the month

. of January.

It is clear, therefore, that a war party exists, and that the probabxhty of ,
resistance. is a contingency not to be lost sight of; and Admiral Hope, before
. leaving, addressed a. letter to Sir Charles van Straubenzee, requesting him to

_ send up a second battalion of Marines to be at hand should active operatlons
. become necessary.

These steps seem to have alarmed the Commlssmners for, on the 15th, I

. received the inclosed reply from them, which, in its extht and clear style,
contrasts favourably with the vague and puerlle tone of their former letters.

As this correspondence has been forwarded to Pekin, I hope- that, there
s well as here, it will produce a conviction that we are not to be trifled with.

" "Your Lordship will observe that, though their reply is satisfactory as to the
. disposition of the Chinese Government, and its readiness to exchange ratifications,
it makes no allusion to the interview with the Emperor, and to the presentation
of the lettér of credence to him. I gather from this omission that the Emperor
-has ‘not instructed them on this material point; and as the question of cere-
‘monial ought, in fny opinion, to be settied before we leave Tien-tsin fm Pckin,
lt is. clear that it could not have been dzscussed here, involving as.it do es the.

: Cg
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necessxty of taking the pleasure of the 'Emperor upon it, thhout the risk of
losing the season altogether for the visit to Pekin.

I must observe, my Lord, that in order to effect the presentatlon in‘
‘person of my credentials to the Emperor, and to deter the Chinese from their:
hitherto invariable practice of subjecting foreign Envoys to petty slights and
'insults, which lower them and the Governments they represent in the eyes of the -
peop]e, I must succeed in inspiring ‘the Emperor and his Counsellors with a
conviction that what I have once demanded I will exact, and with a wholesome
dread of my readmess and power to resort to force, if my demandb are’ not -
complied with.

* The notes I have addressed to the Commissioners, as well as my general
bearing, are, I feel certain, faithfully reported to the Emperor, and with this.
~ conviction I have purposely assumed the_attitude and tone best calculated to
induce him to submit quietly to very unpalateable proposals, by impressing upon
him that these concecswns.axe inevitable, unless he is prepared to draw. the
sword.  °
, “ The consider: able force collected by the Admiral will tend to stlengthen this
impression, and it is the more necessary at this time as the Chinese are aware -
of the absence ¢f any French force from China.

Throughout many generations of our intercourse with China, we poatponed
considerations of national dignity to our commercial interests, and the statement -
“that the barbarians care for nothing but trade” appears again and again in
their ofheial papers, as the key to our character, and the principle by acting on
which we are to be “soothed and controlled.” :

It is essential in dealing on.this occasion with those questions of forms and
ceremony so important to the Chinese mind; that we should disabuse them of
- this notion, and ] believe that tenacity and firmness on these points” will; by
elevating our national character in the estimation of the people and. of the
Government, and by gaining their respect, if not their goodwill, faclhtate oreatly
hereafter our relations with China. .

~ For this reason, when the Commissioners the otber day comeyed mdnect]y
- to me that they were ready to arrange to my satisfaction the questlon of the
Lanton indemnity, I took no notice of the overture.

I ought to add that Mr. Ward, the Minister of the "United States, has .
“insisted on exchanging the ratifications of his Treaty at Pekin, and that he is
‘prepared to accompany us to the North ; he has, moreover, advanced . the same
~claim to an interview with the Emperor Of the intentions of the Russian
Envoy; I have learned nothing as yet.

1t only remains for me to add, that I: purpoae leavmv thls to-morrow
morning for the  Peiho, my French and American’ col]eagues following the
next day. ‘ .

I have, &c. _
(Signed) . FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.

Inclosure 1 in No. 8.
Commissioners Kwezlwng, Hwa.shana, §c., to Mr. Bruce..

( Translatlon )

KWEILIJANG, &c., I-Iwashana, &c., Ho, &ec., fmperxal Commlssmners, &c o
make a communication.
* It appears from the records, that on the 22nd day of the 12th moon of last
year (January 25, 1859),. a despatch was received by the Commissioners from
the late British mester, Lord Elgin, in which there are the following words :—
“The Undersigned has determmed on ploceedmg to Canton to take certam steps
(or to act); his business- accomphshed in the course of some five or six-weeks,
' he will name a time for his arrival at Sbanohae, there to settle with the COmxms-
sioners such questions as still remain to be discussed,”’* g

*In due course of time, on 'the 26th day of the 2nd moon of the present-
year (March 30, 1859), the Commlssxonexs recelved a second letter, dated ' the.

# 'This is a free re-translation of the Chmese, representmg the Enghsb of Lord Elgm (] despatch
- of which there isnot a copy at hand, - ¢ _
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29th of the 1st-moon (March 3), to the effect that. (Her Britannic Majesty) had.
appointed the Honourable Mr. Bruce to be her Representative, &e, ; and that he:
would arrive in China shortly : further stating that “the Undersigned, now on
the. point of leaving China, must take leave, on this his last opportunity of.
?u:l(hessmt7 them, eamestly to impress (upon the Commissioners) that the one!
essential o 2 continuance of friendly relatlons is the fmthful observance, of the’
Tneatv.” &e. -

. The Commissioners, in consequence of Lord Elgm s earlier letter. in \\luch
he. enfraged to return to Shanghae for a conference with them, have been' waxtmrr
for him without moving (lit., obstinately, persistently).

Lord Elgin has returned home, but Mr. Bruece, having recezved the
commands of Her Majesty to succeed him in the administration of all things
essential, and new occupying, to the great satisfaction of the Comrmssmnezs,

‘position 'identical with that of Lord Elgin, his predecessor, the. proper course to-
be pursued is, doubtless, to appoint a day for a conference.

In faithfol compliance with the engagement.already entered into, and as the
period appointed for, the exchange of the Treaties is very neur at hand, it is, of
course, most expedient that all business which has. to be. cqns1deled should
become the subject of consultation, and be proceeded with, as early as possible.

" A necessary communication, addressed to Mr. B'uce Efvoy Extraordi-
nal ; &e..

y Hien-fung, 9th year, 4th moon, 25th day (May 27, 1809)

(Recelved J une 6, 1859. )

“Inclosure 2 in No. 8
Commzsszoners Kwezlwng Hwaslmna, S;c to Mr. Bruce.

(Tfanslatlon )

- KWEI, &c., Hma &c., Ho, &c., Twau, &c., Imperial Comrmssmnels, make
a commumcatlon

It appears from the records that on the 13th day of the 12th moon ot ldst
year - (January .16, 1859), the Cémmissioners received from the late Bmxs‘x
Minister; Lord Elgin, a communication to the effect that he was procceam" to
Canton upon business, and would return. to Shanghae in -five or six weeks, to
consxder and dispose of all matters on which dlscussmn was still pending.

-Firmly persuaded of the good faith of Lord Elgin’s words, the Commis-
sioners have been waiting for him several months. His Lovrdship has now
returned home, but as Mr Bruce has been commanded’ by Her (Butanmc)
Majesty to replace him there with Plenipotentiary powers, his position is. 1dentwdl
. with that of his predecessor Lord Elgin.

With Mr. Bruce’s permission, “the Commissioners will state the questxons
which have been discussed with Lord Elgin, and deuded as well as those which.
still remain to be discussed.

- As regards admission into Pekin, the visit-td Pekin on this occasion tor
- exchange courtesies and "'reaties is exceptional : when it is over there is to be
" no permanent residence in the capital; some other place ig'to be chosen (for the
 Minister) to reside at. These are the words of Lord Elgin’s despatch, the
approval of which by Her Britannic Majesty, when Lord Eigm had the honour
to receive it, was duly reported to His Imperjal Majesty by the Commissioners..

. As regaxds the navigation of the river (Yang-tze), Lord Elgin has been
himself to Hankow to see “the place for once. For-the time to come, it will be
safe and satisfactory that all arrangements be made,’as of course they must bc
in accordance with the Treaty.* C
. As regards circulationr in the interior, this, thhout doubt on .the prmuple

- laid down. by Lord Elgin, viz., that any British subject of respectablhtv and
*'good.conduct should receive a passport from the local authorities under -which
he may travel, this is perfectly fair. But inasmuch ‘as China has no means of
“‘knowing what British subjects are respectable, it is still necessary that some
good adequate. means be devised (to this end), that there may be no misgiv mns
- on either side.

# And coﬁéeqdently, 'here;
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As regards the city of Canton, Lord Elam engaged to go further into this
question when he should return to Shanghae but as his Lordship has returned
to-England, it’ bas not been possible to consider it with him. The time for the
exchange of the Treaties draws near : thé Treaties once exchanged, the relations -
between the two countries will be more friendly than ever. Added to this, as
Imperial Commissioner for the management of the five ports, His Majesty ‘the
Emperor has already substituted the Governor-General Ho, one of the Commis-
sioners, for his predecessor (Hwang), by which appointment it.is felt consulta-.
tions on business between China -and foreign nations will be much facilitated.*
Everything is thus on a satisfactory footing. But as Canton is not yet.restored,
it would seem that no time should be lost in amvmg at a satisfactory declslon
regarding it.

The Commissioners will be greatly. obliged by h1s Excellency replying
spec;ﬁca,lly to them upon the above subjects; those which have been disposed
of in discussion, and those which remain to be discussed.

A necessary communication, addressed to the Honourable F. Bruce.

Hien-fung, 9th year, 4th moon, 26th day (28th May, 1859).

(Received June 6, 1859.)

Inclosure 3 in No. 8.
 Commassioners Kweiliang, Hwashana, &c., to Mr. Bruce..

(Translation.)

KWEI, &ec., Hwa, &c., Ho, &c., Twau, &c., Imperlal Commissioners, make
a commumcatlon in reply.

. On the 25th instant (27th May) the Commissioners received Mr. Bruce's
despatcu of the 14th instant (16th May), apprising thém that Her Britgpnic
Majesty had done him the honour to appoint him 'her Envoy E}\tramdlnary and -
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of Pekin.

- The Commissioners were greatly gratified at this intelligence. .They are of

‘opinion, however, that an affair of so grave importance to both nations as an
exchange of Treaties cannot with propriety be hurried over. The Commis-
sioners, having the fullest confidence in his predecessor, Lord Elgin, when he
enfraoed them to remain at Shanghae to consider all matters notdisposed of,
were unable to return to Pekin ; and if ‘Mr. Bruce now proceed direct to Tien-
tsin, the Commissioners, havmg to travel by land, cannot reckon upon arriving
there so soon. - Indeed, taking into consideration the hindrance to be expected
from the weather on their land journey, this will.certainly occupy two months
"and more, as Mr. Bruce, they imagine, must be well aware.
“ ' Asto the preparation of vessels, vehicles, &c., at Tien-tsin,t to wlnch the
letter under acknowledgment refers, and . the selectlon of a building in proper
order (for Mr. Bruce) to reside in, with the good understanding now subsisting
“between the: two nations, the arrangements will be, .of course, as liberal as it is
suggested they should be:.”r But the Commissioners cannot arrive in so short a
time, nor can any of these things be done at a moment’s notice.

There is another consideration: not only will there be no one to receive
Mr: Bruce at Tien-tsin, as it is impossible for the Commissioners o be there
against his arrival, but tthere will be no one either to exchange the ratifications) ;
the exchange of the Treaties must be effected by the hand of the Commissioners, .
and by their band alone—no one can act as their substitutes; and belicving,
- consequently, that it would be better for Mr. Bruce to defer his departure from
Shanghae for a while, than to be kept waiting at the other place, where, after
mxdsummel, the heat is excessive,.they feel bound to request him, in the first
place, on his arrival at Shanghae, to nawe a day for an -interview ‘with them, .
and, in the second, to appoint some other time for proceadmg. Thls it seems
to them, Would be the more satisfactory arrangement. . : '

% This is, 1 mmk a feeler mgumng the extent to which our formcr relanons are modxﬁed . The’
Chinese would prefer- commually 10 regard them as merely commercm} the Chmese Supermtendent
of Trade as Foreign Minister.—T. W, -

" .t The suxtau[ie meaus of transmission spoken of.in Mr. Bruce's lettez of the 16th of May.

i Lit, it is certaioly proper thut, according to’ this, or after this fashion (Chma should be)

lzbelal T here is a certain amount of patronage in the expression, . .
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The Commissioners : are mduced to put forward this proposition by the
‘importance they attach to the question before them, and (their desive for) the-
establishment of friendly relations to endure for evermere. ‘Mr. Bruce’s |
thorough acquaintance with the ways of the world (or the motives of men) is -
such that they feel sure he will apprecmte their feelings, and they hope that he
will at once reply to them. _ °

A necessary communication, addressed to the Honourable F. Bruce, &ec.

'Hien-fung, 9th year, 4th moon, 26th day (28’ch May, 1859). .

(Received June 6, 1859.)

Inclosure 4 in No. 8.
Mr Bruce to Commissioner Kwéiliang

THE Undersigned, &c., begs to acknowledge the receipt of the letter
addressed to him by their Excellencies the Imperial Commissioners Kweiliang,
Hwashana, Ho Kwei-tsing, and Twau Ching-shih, in reply to that sent by him
to his Excellency Kweiliang, Chief Secretary of State. -

The Undersigned must remind his Exceliency Kweiliang that the Treaty of
Tien-tsin, signed on the 26th of June last, provides that the ratifications shall
be excbano'ed at 'the capital within a year from that date ; and the Imperial
Commissioners themselves admit that on ‘the 30th March last, they were
apprised by the Earl of Elgin that the Undersigned was on his way to' China for

- the purpose of fulfilling this engagement. The Commissioners were, at’ the
_ same time, made aware that the Earl of Elgin was returning home, consequently
" that he would not revisit Shanghae. Notwithstanding this intelligence, hhey_
havg thought proper to remain “at Shanghae till within a month of the time
appointed for the exchange of ratifications, alleging, as a reason for so doing,
that various details connected with the execution of the Treaty had been only in
‘part discussed’ by the Earl of Elgin, while they, at the same time, declare that
they are the only authorities by whom the exchange of the ratified Treaties at
Pekin could be effected. They now write to inform' the Undersigned that their -
journey to Pekin will occupy above two months ; that is to say, that they cannot
reach- the capital for upwards of a month after the day by Treaty appointed, that
- there wil]l be ne one to. receive the Undersigned at Tien-tsin, and no one fo
exchange the ratifieations at Pekin: .. They accordingly request the Underswned
‘to delay his departure from Shanghae. * - _
‘The Undersigned is determined, that, so_ far as it rests with hlm, no stlpula-
~1;10n of the Treaty shall be violated.” The exchange of the ratifications is a:
eeremony which records in the most solemn form that the hew Treatv is the
rule henceforth to be observed in conducting the intercourse of the two nations.
And as the Treaty admits of no alteration er modification, the Undersigned
‘caninot “allow ‘that the period fixed for the exchange be made in any way,
dependent on arrangements nhecessary to carry certam of its detalls imto
executlon
- It is with regret that the Undersigned finds at the very outset of a Mlssmn
sent by Her Britannic Majesty as evidence of her desire for peaceful relations, -
that he is met; not as he had a right to expect, with a cordial and frank in¥ita~
tion to the capital, but with delays.and hesitations, ill-calculated to cement a
gdod understanding. The’ Undersigned will ‘not, however, swerve in the least’
from the course he has laid down in his Ietter -of the 18th ultimo. Heis
resolved to proceed forthwith to Pekin, there to exchange the  ratifications of
the Treaty, and to deliver in pe: son the- letter intrusted to his Gharge by his -
: gracmus Sovereign to His Imperial Majesty, to whom it is addressed, nor will he
_ quit the capital until satisfied thal effect will be given, w1thout reserve, to every
" provision of the Treaty of Tien-tsin.

- The Undersigned intends no- discourtesy to the Impemal Commlssxoners,
‘but he must, under these circumstances, p051t1vely declme any interview with
them at this place. »

. His resolution to proceed to Pekin WlthOl]t delay is mﬂex1b1e :

- It is at the same time his. duty to warn his Excellency Kweiliang that he
1s prepau ed, to insist on a recep‘non beﬁttmg the dlgmtv of the nation he repre-
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sents, and that any failure in this- 1espect will be attended with the most serious
consequences to the Imperial Government.

The Undersigned, &c. ‘ .
' , . (Sign_ed) FREDERICK W. A, BRUCE.-
_Sf_zanghae, Jtme 8, 1859. ‘ ' ‘ ’

Inclosure 5 in No. 8..
.Mr. Bruce to Commissioner Kweiliang.

THE Undersigned, &ec.. had the honour to address a letter to the Chief
Secretary of State, Kweiliang, upon the 8th instant. He has received po replv
to this, and he observes that neither his Excellency nor his colleagues the
Imperial Commissioners, who have informed him that it is through their hands
alone that the ratlﬁcatxons of the Treaty can pass, are, 'to all appearance, making
any effort to reach Pekin by the day on which it is by Treaty agreed the ratifi-
cations shall be exchanged.” He begs, therefore, to point out to them that there
are lying in this harbour several steamers, one or two of them flying the Chinese
ﬁag, by the employment of which itis perfectly within their povs er to accomphsh
their journey before the appointed time.
r+ Admiral Hope, the Naval Commander-in-chief, has started for the mouth
of the Peiho with his squadron, charged to advise the local authorities of the-
. immediate approach of the Undersigned and his colleague, M. de Bourboulon
the Minister of France.

~ The Undersigned, before leaving Shanghae begs again to impress upon hl:
Lxcellency Kweiliang, that his proceeding is in strict accordance with the
Treaty provision, and he throws upon the Chinese Government the cptire
responsibility of any consequences that may arise from its violation.

The Undersgned &e.
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.
Shanghae, June 11, 1859. , ke

- Inclosure 6 in No. 8,
Mr, Bruce to Reqr-‘idmiral Hope.

Su‘ ' Shanghae, June 11, 1809

'THE communications I have received from the Tmperial Commissioners
do not, [ regret to say, justify me in assuming that the Chinese Government
has resolved to receive my visit to Dekin in a conciliatory spirit. There is
manifestly a desire to treat this visit, not as the exercise -of ‘our undoubted.
privilege “under Treaty, but as an exceptional case, the various steps of which
‘are to be minutely arranged at this place before we are to be permitted to
proceed to the North; and not -satisfied with the interminable discussions to
which such a course would necessarily lead, the Commissioners pr: opose further -
to enter upon the details necessary for carrying into effect the provisions of the
Treaty. Their letters breathe tluoughout the old spmt of ‘jealousy and isola=
tion.

.~ Itis not con31stent with my mstructmns, nor with the express stlpulatmns ~
- of the Treaty, that I should agree to such proposals, nor do I see how it'would be

possible; within reasonable txme, to settle at this distance from Pekin, questions.
of ceremonial which affect the Empeler personally, and on which hxs p]easure
will have to be taken. ;

" T am satisfied, on looking over the correspondence and paitlculaxly by a-
reference to the Earlof Elgin's last letter to the Commissionérs on leaving China,
“that they cannot allege, thh any show of reason, that they have prolonged their -

stay here at his request; and however much I regret the difficulties that may -
arise out- of -their absence from the cap1ta1 at this conjuncture, 1.do not think
that I covld.depart from the programme contained in my first letter to them,
without invelving myself later “in more - serious comphcatlons, and ‘without
reviving' hopes in the mind of the Chinese Government, that by procrastination
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and discussions they may succeed ultimately in giving to this. visit to Pekin a
character, in the eyes of the Chinese people, at variance with those pmnmples of
equality and unrestricted intercourse which it was one of the main obJects of the
Treaty to insure.

I have, therefore, informed them that I. cannot accede to their request to
‘remain here, and that I shall take my departuve for the North without delay, in
order to effect the exchange of the ratifications and the present’ttmn of my letter’
and .credentials to the Empeun :

~ At the same time I am anxious to give to the Imperial Government the

opportunity, if- it be so disposed, of repairing the neglect of the Commissioners,
and of receiving me in a friendly manner. You will precede my arrival at the
Peiho, and I beg that you will have the goodness to inform the officer in charge
of the forts of the approach of the Ministers of England and France on a friendly
mission, and inquire whether orders have been ‘given to facilitate their progress
to Tien-tsin. ‘Should the reply be in the negative, I would suggest that they
should be called upon to transmit the intelligence to Pekin, warning them at -
the same time that if a reply is not received within a certain fixed period, the
Imperial Government will be held responsible for the consequences.

By the time your message reaches Pekin the Government will be in posses-
sion of the correspondence between his Excellenc ngelha;no' and the foreign
Plenipotentiaries, and will be informed accurately of the objects and scope of the
visit to the capital. M. de Bourboulon agrees with me as to. the course to ‘be
adopted, and I am authorized by him to request that you will make the above
communication in his name as well as in mine.

I lntend leawng Shanghae on or about the 15th of this month

I have, &c.
(Signed) . FREDE RICK W. A..BRUCE.

Inclosure 7 in No. 8.
. ’ , ¢
. Commissioners Kweiliang, Hwashana, &c., to Mr. Bruce.

(Translatlon )

KWEI, &c., Hwa, Ho, &c., Twau, &e., Imperlal Commxsswners, make a
* communication in reply.
.. On receipt of Mr. Bruce’s letter of the 8th instant, acquainting the Commis~
sioners that his determination to proceed forthwith to Pekin to exchange the
ratifications of the Treaty was unalterable, the Commissioners feeling that it -
- would not be correct that the day appointed for that purpose, which was near at -
hand, should be passed, after due deliberation decided.that the only course open
to them was to represent the matter fully to His Majesty the Emperor, and to
request 'him to be pleased specially to select some high officer who might proceed
‘to Tien-tsin to make. arrangements for Mr. Brace’s receptlon Their memorial
was sent forward at the rate of 600 li (200 miles) a-day,* and would arrive at
the latest in some eight or nine days at Pekin, so that it might be assumed that
when Mr. Bluce and the Ministers of France and America reached Tien-tsin, the
Imperial Commissioners could not fail to have arrived as well; and so the
~ exchange of Treaties m Pekin would be:effected by the time “fixed for the
purpose.
b pT he Commnssxonexs were in the act of addressmg Mr Bruce to the above
effect when they received his. second letter dated the I 1th instant, expressing a-
- wish that they should proceed by steamer. They.were not unaware that a
steamer would be a most expeditious (means of comeyance), but they have
not received His Majesty’s commands (to avail themselves of it), and they could
on no account ‘presume so to pr oceed on their own motion. Were they now to
_make the proposition the subject of the memorial (so far from .any advantageous
result from: such a course), there would'-be, on the contrary, time lost in the
malchmg and - countermalchmg It behoves them, therefore, in obedience to
His Majesty’s commands, to return post haste to the capital. As they have
prayed His Majesty to detach a high officer to act as agent in the matter,.
Mr. Bruce will be certainly enabled to arrive at his destination by ‘the time
app omted With the peaceful relations now estabhehea betweén the two nations,

#' This is the form of words for the fastest rate of ma)l despatch but one,

D .
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nothing certa,mly will be ‘done that is not in conformity with the provisions of
the Treaty, and the Commissioners, accordingly, pray Mr. Bruce at once to
put away all misgiving on the subJect There is no need for him to feel'any
- anxiety. They would wish that on his arrival -at the ‘mouth of the ‘Tien-tsin
river (the Peiho), he should anchor his vessels of war outside the bar, and then,
without much baggage, and with a moderate retinue, proeeed to the capital for
the exchange of the Treaties. His mission being a pacific one (o, as he comes
. speaking peace), his treatment by the Government ‘of China will not fail to be
in every way most courteous; and it is the sincere wish of the Commissioners that
relations of friendship may be from this time forth consolidated, and that on’
each side confidence may be felt in the good faith and justice of the other.
A necessary communication, addressed to the Honourable F. Bruce, C.B,,
&, & -
- Hien-fung, 9th year, 5th moon, 12th day (June 12, 1859).
(Recelved June 13, 8 a.m.)

No. 9.
M. Brice to the Earl of Malmesbury.——(Received September 13:)

My Lord, BRI " Of the Peiho River, July 5, 1859..

T HAVE the honour to state that four days after the receipt of his
Fxcellency Kwelhang s letter,” I left Woosang for the North, taking the
“ Coromandel” in tow, in order to have an unarmed vessel in which to ascend
the river. '

On arriving at the Islands of Sha-loo-tien, the rendezvous agreed on with

-the Admiral, I found the squadron no longer there, and proceeded to the mouth -

of the PPlhO on the 20th June, where the ships were assembled, the Admiral
~ having sent the gun-boats over the bar, on account of the heavy sea runnmg
outside.

Admiral Hope reached the Tslands of Sha-loo-tien on the 16th, and on
the 16th he'left the anchorage in the * Fury,” attended by two gun-boats, to
‘announce the coming of the Ministers,of England and France to the authorities
" at the mouth of the river. The “ Fury ”’ and gun-boats anchored outside the
bar, and Commander Commerell, with Mr. Mongan, the interpreter, went over-
the bar in the  Fury’s ” gig, to deliver the message. They were not allowed to
land by the armed rabble on the bank, and when Captain Cominerell asked for
“an interview with the authorities, they declared that there was no authority,

“civil or military, on the spot; that the barriérs in the river had been made by
the people at their qwn expense, not against us, but against the rebels; and
that the garrison consistéd of militia only. The chief spokesman, who called
_ himself an engineer, or Clerk of the Works, however, offered to take any
messaae to T1en-tsm, and bring back an answer. :
‘ On receiving the report of what had passéd, Admiral Hope sent- Captam
Commerell in again to inform them of the arival of the Ministers, and to
.‘request that a passage should be opened within three days to allow of their
proceeding by the river to Tien-tsin.

' To this they replied that they had dispatched -a messenger to Tlen—tSm to
notify cur arrival, and that a passage should be opened within the required nme
Admiral Hope then returned to Sha-loo-tien.

On 'the 18th the squadron left for the Peiho, and the gun -boats anchored

inside the bar on account of .the heavy sea running outside; and on the 20th,
the day of my,arrival, Admiral Hope proceeded to the forts to see whether steps
“had been taken to open a passage for-us, and to deliver-a letter he had addressed
" to the Intendant of Tien-tsin, stating that the squadron would Temain at the
_.anchorage during our visit to Pekin, and requesting that a market should be
“opened for the sale of fresh provisions, and arrangements made for landing of
officers and men in such numbers as might not be mconvement to the mhabltants
. of Takoo. . ,
“Fhe same rabble came down to the bank, and opposed the landing, one of
' them threatening Mr. Mongan with a drawn sword when he jumped on shore. -
They again demed the presence of any authority, and asserted that they were
u\ﬂma actmo on’ their own responsxblhty Instead of removing the obstacles,
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they had further closed ‘the passages, and when taxed with this breach of theu‘
promise, denied that they had ever offered to remove the barriers.

To give more colour to their assertions of the absence of any authorlty,
they hoisted no flags ‘on the forts, and no soldler was visible during the time
the squadron was lying there.”

It is not difficult to understand the- motlves of the Chinese Government in
thus holding aloof, contrary to their usual custom, from all communication. with
the squadron and foreign Ministers. We know from the Pekin Gazettes that
during the last eight months thev have been studiously adding to their defences
along “this coast, and ‘that Sungko-lin-sin, a Mongol Prince, the head of the war
palty, and dlstmgulshed by his successful defence of Tien-tsin. against the rebels
in 1853, has been -appointed Commander-in-chief of this district. 1t i is evident,
that the Government were preparing for our arrival, and had instructed the
garrison to represent themselves as a militia post, and to deny the presence of
any constituted authority, by which arrangement 'they hoped to preserve an
attitude which would enable them to take advantaoe of his success, if he were
able to keep us out of the river, or to disavow his ploceedmgs, if’ he falled in his
efforts to do so.

After along and anxious consultation M. de Bourboulon and I demded ‘that
we ought to adhere strictly to the course laid down in our letters to Kweiliang at
Shanghae and that we should insist, as much for the sake of our future commu-
nicatidns with Pekin as for the successful accomplishment of the mission now
confided to us, on the right of using the river a§ the natural highway to the .
capital. If, in accordance with Kweiliang’s memorial, a kigh officer had been
deputed to meet us at this place, bealmg a friendly invitation from the Emperor,

“and satisfactory assurances as to our personal reception by him, we were quite
prepared to have proceeded as far as Tien-tsin with only such vesse]s as were
required for the accommodation of ourselves and suite, for I do not think that
-in any case we ought to have allowed our right to choose the only expeditious
- and commodious route to the capital to be questioned. But on considering the
late proceedings of the Chinese Government, the persistency . of Kweiliang and
his- colleagues in remaining in the South, instead of returning to Pekm, the
proposal to effect. the ratifications at- Shanghae the attempts to delay our
progress to the North by raising fresh discussions on the Treaty, and, finally,
the hostile and discourteons receptlon we have met with here, we were forced
. to conclude that the difficult task lay before us of carrying the Treaties into full
operation, and of insuring a reception at Pekin on terms to the last degree
mortifying to Chinese arrogance, while the Emperor is the hands of a party
averse to concession, and relying on their preparations to Yesist us.
' Every incident corroborated the information we obtained at Shanghae from
a Chinese authority, reported to your Lordship in my ‘despatch .of the,14th
- ultimo, that the Emperor would not accede to what we were instructed to
demand except under. the pressure of fear.

The question, then, for consideration was, how were we to work sufﬁcxentlv
on the fears of the Emperor to induce him to give way ? ' The experience of last
year showed that the presence of a squadron in Y the gulf was not enough to effect,
- that object, while it equally showed that the opening of Pekin would follow on the
accessibility of Tien-tsin to our ships being established. We could hardly be
" mistaken in inferring from the studied manner in which the Chinese officials held
alcof from all communication with us, arl from the repeated.assertion of no
authority being present, at the forts, that the Government was prepared to
. disavow these host;le proceedmgs, if we succeeded in (leamnor a passage up the
- river. . >

We were equally justitied by our past experience, and by the reluctance of
the Chinese Government to allow us to proceed up the river, in assuming that

_they considered they would gain a great. advantage by keepmg the vessels
outside, and by reducing us to negotiating in the gulf or in the interior, deprived
of the moral support we should have acquired from the presence of . our flags at
Tien-tsin. Our desisting from claiming the right to go up in our own ships
would have been attributed to inability to force their defences, and the ascendancy -
would thus have been secured to the war party in the Emperor’s Councils. My

-conviction is, that in that case we must have abandoned all hope of a proper
reception at Pekin on this occasion, and that we should have found it impossible
to establish unrestncted access t0 the Central Government in futme or-work

L . - D2
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out in practice the clauses of the Treaty provided for circulation in the inteiior,
and the imposition of regular duties instead of arbitvary exactions; provisions
which ean always be evaded, and for which we can have no other guamntee than
the Emperor’s dread of giving us offence.

On the 21st of June, 1 accmqulv addressed a letter to Admiral Hope
(copy inclosed), requesting him in the joint names of M. de Bourboulon and
‘myself to take such steps as he might deem expedient to clear away the obstacles.
in the river, so as to. adinit of our proceeding at once to Tien-tsin. Nothing
was done until the 24th, the Admiral being meanwhile engaged in notifying that
as a passage up the river had not been opencd he should proceed to open it
himself, and Mr. Ward, the American Minister, having signified his intention of
‘proceeding on the 24th i his small steamer to the forts, and requiring a frée
passage up the river, in which application he was, like ourselves, unsuceessful. .
During that night, howev er, Adwiral Hope ‘caused part of the obstacles to be
blown up w ithout loss, and the attempt to pass the barriers and proceed up the
river was fixed for the morning of the following day.

About 9 a.m..on the "')th, a junk came alongside Her Majesty’s ship
¢ Magicienne,” anchored about ninc miles from the forts, and a petty mandarin
came on_ boald with a letter addressed to mec by- the Gover nor-General of
Pechelee, translation of which I herewith inclose. It announced that the
Governor-General had been ordered to proceed to Peh-tang-ho, an inlet or small
- mouth of the river, about ten miles to the northward ot this anchorage, and

thence to offer his services to Her Majesty’s Minister. ~ That Kweiliang and-
. Hwashana had been summoned back Yo Pekin, as the persons authorized to
- exchange ratifications, and convey the Minister to the capital. [ was requested,
thuefore, to await their arrival, and to allow time for the withdrawal of the
troops quartered at Peh-tang -ho, after which the Governor-General would eome
‘ i)n a vessel to convey me to ‘the landing-place, whence I should proceed to Pel\m
‘Jand. -
This letter was dated the 23rd, and only 1e“ched me on the ‘)5t‘n—-a delay
which is mexphéable, if it had been intended to reach me in time. \
. As, in the body of the letter, the name of Her Majesty was not put on the
.same level with that of the meelor of China, thereby violating the principle of
equalxt'y established by the Treaty, it was returned by Mr. Wade for correction,
with an intimation that I was about to _proceed to Tien-tsin.
As the attempt to pass up the river was to be made at 10 a.nr., it would
“have been difficult for me, at that late hour, to have communicated mth the
. Admiral; who was at a distance of nine mlles, and already engaged in his
operations ; but I should not have been deterred by the mformahtv alluded to
above, had the contents of the letter been satmh.ctou’ It will be’ seen, however,
on comparing it with Kweiliang’s last letter to me at Shanghae, that the
proposal differs so widely from’ the course recommended by the Commissioners,
as to confirm the impression in my mind "that the pacific party had lost’ their
influence with the Emperor. .Kweiliang had acknowledged the propriety of
exchangmg the ratifications within the stipulated period, and had proposed that
4 person should be named to meet me at this place, and conduct me at once to
" Pekin; thus admitting that the T caty was to be accepted ‘as it stoed, without
further discussion, _
« The (:rovprnor -Gieneral of Pechelee proposes a course w Iuch is substantmlly
& repetition of the dttempts made so detain me at Shenghae, and postpone
indefinitely the-exchange of ratifications, thereby giving room for re-opening
" discussions on those pomtq which are pfzrtlculm]v ‘obnoxious to the Chinese
Government. In both letters it is to be remarked that a demand for a personal
.interview is passed over in silence; and in neithér am I informed that the
Imperial Government, objects to our making use of the river-route to Tien-tsin.
Apart, therefore, from the consider ations 1 have specified above, - for
believing that the dbandomuent of the right to go up the river would be fatal to
the success of the mission, and would establish a precedent which wouald put it
“in the power of ‘the Chinese Government to throw difficulties in the way of our
“future intercourse with Pekin, 1 could only see in this cverture a further attempu
“at evasion and delay, and evidence that the influence at Court of Kiweiliang and
his colleagues was at a Jow ebh. . It is; moreover, a significant proot of how idie
it is to expcct to carry out our policy by appealing to any other motive than fear,
that mo commumcutmn was addresscd to M. de. Bourboulon, and no, notxce taken
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of Mr. Ward, thomh he came to the Gulf . of Pcchelce af the expless mvntatlon :
of the Impemat Comml%xoneh .
.. Answers are received at Takoo within fmfv-e]oht hours from Pekm, and
had the Government wished to treat forexgn Mlmstels with courtesy, it would
not have allowed eight days to elapse without faking any notice of "them, and
then contented itselt with addressing the only Mlmqter Who happens to be A
supported by a.considerable force.

Her Majesty’s Government will be informed by Admir al Hope s despatches
that. on proceeding to remove the barriers on the 25th, the batteries, which had
‘up to that time remained apparently desevted, and some of thein masked, were
suddenly manned, and opened with so heavy and well-directed a fire as -to
render the ‘operation of removing the barriers impossible. Towards the close of
the day a force was landed to stoun the batteries; but failed in ‘the attempt,
pwing to the nature of the ground, and: the deep ditches which had to be crossed -
before reaching the forts. \othmo could exceed the heroism of those engaged
in the attack, and judging from our past experience of Chinese. warfare, ‘there
+ was every reason to expect success. But the Chinese fired on this occasion
- with a skill and precision of which there is no previous example in the history,
of our contests with them, and which would seem to show that they must have
received foreign.instruction, even if they have not foreigners in their ranks.

. Admiral Hope having notlﬁed to me that the force under his command was
unable to clear the passage up’ the river, M.’de Bourboulon and myself agreed
that we must consider the mission to, Pekin at an end for the present, and that
we should retire to Shanghae. 1 accordingly addressed the inclosed letter to
the Admiral, requesting hit to dispose of theforce in the manner best calculated .
to preserve trauquillity at the ports open to trade. I thought it expedient not
to address any commumcatlon to the Chinese Government upon these events, in
order not to interfere in any way with the decision of Her \fh]eaty Government, _
and to keep the Chinese Government as long as possible in suspense as to its
: ultenol intentions.

I have, &e.
(Signed) FREDERICI\ W. A. BRUCE

- Inclosure 1 in No. 9.

Rem-Aalmual Hope to the Taoutae of Tien-tsin.

Off the Peiho, June 20, 1859.

H&VING arrived here with a considerable squadxon, in company with the
Hcnouorable Frederick ' Bruce, the Minister empowered by Her Majesty the
Queen of Great Britain to exchange the ratifications of the Treaty concluded
last year with His Majesty the Emperor of China, and it beiiig my intention
that,the squadron shall remuin here during Mr. Bruce’s absence at Pekin, I
request that pr oper directions may be given that I may. be permitted to purchase
‘sach supplics of fresh provisions and ‘other articles as I require ; and that the
officers and men may have free communication with and access to the shore in
' such numbers as may not be inconvenient to the inhabitants of Takoo..

Accept, &c.
(blcrned) ~ JAMES’ HOPE

Inclosure 2 in No. 9,
- Mr. Bruce to Rear-Admiral Hope.

Sir, S« Magmenne,” off the Peiho, June 21, 1859.

/*. M. DE BOURBOULON and myself having - maturely considered the .
. posmon of affairs, we have come to the conclusion ‘that it would not be

- consistent with the course hitherto adopted by us, to delay further our attempts
. to -reach  Pekin within the time specitied by the Treaty for the exchange of
 ratifications. The Chinese Government, besides the Articlé of the Treaty, 1tse]f

~ is before this in possession of the. con'espondence that passed’ at Shanghae’ with
3 the ‘Commissioners, and had it wished to-do’ 50, could-,have sent orders to
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facilitate. our progtess up the river.  As you are aware, the course their officers

at Takoo are pursuing bears every mark of a fixed determination to prevent our

- proceeding to Tien-tsin. The superior officers in charge of the forts keep out of

the way to avoid making any specific declaration -of their intentions until their
preparations for our exclusion are completed, and their subordinates have not
hesitated at positive falsehood for the same purpose.

There is considerable reason to believe that on the Mongol Prince in charge
of the works the hopes of the war party repose,and that if he is defeated in his

attempt to keep us out of the river, pacific counsels will prevail with the

- Emperor ;. but there is little chance of any satisfactory result while their confi-

dence in him is unabated, or that the visit to the capital will be effected.in such
a manner as to unpress the Chinese with a Just idea of our national power and
equahty

We have therefore resolved to. place the matter in your hands, and to
request you to take any measures you may deem expedlent for clearing away, the

_ obstructions in the river, so as to allow us to proceed at once to Tien-tsin. -

- T have also to beg that you will act in M. de Bourboulon s name, as well as

- m mme

-~ {Translation.)

I have, &c. '
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.

Inclosure 3 in No. 9.

, Gove’m5r Hang to Mr. Bmce. ,

HANG, Governor-General of Chili, &c., &c., &c makes a communication.
In obedience to the commands of His Imper1a1 Majesty, the Governor-

General has come to Peh-tang-ho, a port (or harbour) to the northward of

Ta-koo, to be of any service (or to do the honours to) Her Britannic Majesty’s.
Enavoy. -

As the negotiators of the Treaty made last year, His Majesty the Emperor
has- issued a Decree commanding the Chief Secretary of State, Kweiliang, and
the President of the Board of Civil Office, Hwashana, to return from Shanghae

- to Pekin, and theéy may atrive any day. ' If the Envoy of Her Britannic Majesty

will have the goodness to wait until the Chief Secretary- Kweiliang and his -
colleagues reach the capital they will thereupon receivé him at once, and he will .
enter the capital to exchange the Treaties (or will exchange the Treaties in the
capital).

At?Peh-tang-ho itself there has always been a mlhtaly station and a battery
for the defence of the coast. "Orders have been issued to remove the troops and

" guns to the rear; and, as soon as this shall be effected, a vessel (or vessels) will

be prepared for the Governor-General to proceed with outside the bar to welcome
Her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy to Peh-tang-ho, whence he can proceed by land.

" to Pekin,

A necessary communication addressed to Mr. Bruce, &c &e.
Hien-fung, 9th year, 5th moon, 24th day (23rd June, 1859)

[T he chardcter signifying ““ Her Majesty” “is not on a level with that‘.
signifying the Emperor, as- by the fixed rules of Chinese official composnwn it
would be, were it employed in speaking of the Emperor himself. It marks'a

-non-appreciation of the COmplete equality we claim for our Sovereign with all

allies, the Emperor of China included, and I should recommend that the original
be returned for correction.—T. W.]

- IncJosure 41 m No‘ 9.

Rear-Admzral Hope to Mr. Bruce.

- Si, | , . Coromandel oﬂ' the Pezho, July 1, 1859,

1 HAVE thé honour to acquaint you that the means at my disposal have

L pr oved msuﬁiment o remove the obstacles opposed to your entxv at the mouth
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of the Peiho; and that they are of so formidable a nature that any further
operations cannot lead to successful result. .
A I expect the repairs of the gun-boats to be completed about the middle of
" next week, and I hope to be able to re-assemble the force outside the bar about

that {ime : and under such circumstances, [ shall be glad to knbw in what way I
can most forward the objects of your iission. = - =,

I have also to request that you will be so good as to forwmd a copy of this’
communication to- M. de Bourboulon, "and inform that gentleman how much I
am indebted to Captain Tricault, of the Duchayla, for his asmstance during’
the engagement of the 25th ultimo.

’ I have, &c.
(Signed). JAMES HOPE.

. Inclosure 5 in No. 9,
M. Bruce to Rear-AdMiral Hope.

Sir; L« Magicienne, » oﬁ” the Peiho, July 2, 18.)9

I REGRET that, in consequence of a resistance which our previous expe-
rience of Chinese warfare could not have led us to anticipate, the meang at your
il)lsposal have proved insufficient to remove the obstacles to my progress up the*

eiho
~ Allow me at the same time, whilst oﬁ"ermg you my- plofound sympathy for
the loss sustained by the squadron, to express my sincere admiration of the
decision and gallantry shown in the operation undertaken for that object.
’ As you inferm me that, in the face of this formidable resistance, further
operations cannot lead to a successful result, I beg to state that I have, for the
~ present, abandoned all attempts to reach Pekin, and have resolved to refer home
for instructions as to the course to be adopted With this view Mr. Rumbold
proceeds by the next mail to England to furnish Her May—zsty s Government -
with full particulars respecting. what has occurred. '
.+ Under these circumstances, 1 agree with you that the return of the Marmes
and Sappers to Hong Kong is desirable, and that the ships should be employed
tu the manner most conducive to the security of Her Majesty’s subjects, and to :
the protection of their interests at the several ports.

- In accordance with your request, I have communicated to M. de Bourboulon
a copy of your letter, - :
' I have &e.

(Signed) - FREDERICK W A BRUCE

_ No. 10‘. 4
Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malhze.sbu;‘y.—(Received Septerﬁber 13.;

My Lord, : : . Shanghae, July 13, 1859.

" 1 PROPOSE in thls despatch to give a succinct account of the course I
have adopted, and of the grounds on which it is based. It is necessary to allude
briefly to the maxims of China in regard to intercourse with foreign natlons, as
_they afford the key to what has taken place.

In China international relations have been always studnously ignored by the
,Government, and in no single instance has a Foreign Minister succeeded in
obtaining admission to the capital, except on performance of the “kotow,” or
ceremony.of vassalage, or in the character of tribute-bearer. * The subjects of
_foreign nations reﬂdmg in China are represented as belonging to barbarous fribes,
~and living by trade (of all occupations the one least in repute among the Chinése),,
.as devoid of civilization, and ignorant of the rules of reason, and bv all means to

,be confined to the outskirts of the country.
' According to the maxims of the Governmient, they are entitled to no rights
~ bevond those accorded by the favour of the Empelor and though cwcumstances
and the weakness of the Government have led it to acquiesce in the concession
“of conslderable prmleges to forewnels in dlstant sea-ports, it is remarkable, as

s

-
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provmg how tcnaelously it holds.to its traditions, that it alw ays classifies as s acts
‘of rebellion the measures of coercion adopted by forcign Govnmmems to obtain
vedress for ‘wrongs done to their subjects. - .

Now the British Treaty of Tien-tsin (which is much more complete in th}s
respect than the Treaties signed at that place by the other Powers) ' asserts
principles avhich are diametrically opposed to these traditional pretensions of the
Chinese Government. According to it, the British Minister is to be accredited
as a Representative of an 1ndependent equal Power, and the Chindse Govern-
ment, in its treatment of him, is called upon finally to abandon the assumption
of superiority which it asserted . uncompromisingly during Lord Amberst’s -
Embassy, and, so lately as three years ago, when Count Poutiatine first proposed:
to visit Pekin. He is to be allowed free and unrestricted communication with
the capital, not only as specified in the French and American Treaties, when he
has ‘business to transact, but whenever he wishes to. visit it. His diplomatic
intercourse is to be conducted according to the usages of Western nations, and -
he is not to be called on to perform any ceremony of a nature derogatory o his
character as representing an equal and independent nation. In future, access to
the capital is to be recognized as a right the Minister can insist on, instead of its
being begged for as a favour and either refused or conceded on such terms as
the Chinese might choose to impose for the sake of saving their own dignity at

*the expense of that of the foreigh Envoy in the eyes of the. “Chinese population.

The clauses which permit British' subjects to travel. in the interior, and -

-open the Yang-tze river to British shipping, are equally subversive of the esta.’
blished maxims of Chinese statesmen. To push us back on the sea-board, and
- confine us o as few seaports as possible, to keep us outside the walls of important
cities, and vzhfy us to the people, in order to preserve a wall of separation between-
the races, is the policy which the Chinese Government, from its, adherence tr.
usagg, and from its indifference, if not dvead of all progress, which can. only be -
attained through novelty, would gladly follow, if it dared to do so. A s
., Itis'not surprising, therefore, when the allied squadrons left the Peiho river-
,}ast year, and the panic produced by their presence began to subside, that anment
maxims and prejudices should have gradually resumed the asceridant at Pekin,-
and that the [mperial Cabinet should have entertained hopes of recovering part
of the ground it had lost. There is proof of its langnage and feeling with redard
to foreigners having undergone no change in a Decree pubhshed in the * Pekin °
" Gazette,” on the 25th. Julv one month after the signature .of the Treaty, in -
which allusion is made to the  barbarians suddenly rushing up the river to
Tien-tsin, and retiring moved by the commands of Kweiliang “and his colleague,
signified with affectionate carnestuess.” Sung eko-lin-sin, a Mongol Prince, reputed .
to be their best General, was made Com mander-in-chief of the Pechelee providee,
with a large force at his disposal : the forts at Ta-koo rebuilt and strengthened,
and’ stakes and. obstacles of different kinds placed across the river to efface the
impression produced by the proceedings of last year, and by preventing foreign
shlps from arriving at Tien-tsin, to render Pekin more inaccessible: than ever.

While these preparations were 'going on, the departuve of the High Officer

" of the Board of Revenue, who was to settle the Tariff’ at Shanghae, was delayed -
in‘order that he might not rcach Shanghae until the season for operations in the
Gulf of Pechelee had- passed, and when he started he was accompanied by the

' Iniperial Commissioners Kweiliang and. Hwashana. - Subsequent events leave no
doubt in my mind that the statement contained in the letter of which Mr.Parkes
obtained possession, is substantially correet, and that they were instructed to
obtain .modifications irv the principal Articles of the- Treaty—the residgnce -at-

. Pekin, the opening of the Yang-tze river, and cu*culatnon in the mtemox, to all of
which the Emperor strongly ob]ectq. S .

‘Tn ‘their first . letter the Commissioners adx anc ed the principle that the
'lreaty having been signed ‘under. pressure, its provisions-had net been todly
discussed. " But the determination évinced by Lord Elgin. not to"allow the
Treaty to bacalled in ‘quéstion, scemis to. have convinced the Commissioners
that it was advisable to rest satisfied with the concession mide as to permanent.
residence at the-eapital. It is clear, however, that their remonstrances against
the policy, enjoined on them from Pekin, were inost unpalateable to the Emperor

“and hi$ counsellors, who urged them to ‘make further efforts; and the dissatis--"

faction with the conduct 01 Ho, who seems to have pointed out most str ongly.
the 1nexped1encv of' the course proposed, is 1epoxted to have been expres sed i m
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tlu;1 autograph rescnpt that “his obstmacy would be the cause of calamlty
. to him.” . ‘

In the begmmng of March, Lord Elgin, who had left Shanfhae on account
of the ungatisfactory state of Canton, wrote to the Commxsswners, stating that
Her Majesty’s Government had ameed not to establish the Mission permanently
at Pekin, on condition of a proper reception being given to Her Majesty’s
Minister. He further informed them of his approachmg departure from, China,
and .of my appointment, charged with important documents to be delivered-at
the -capital, and warned them solemnly that peaceful velations could only be
maintained by a faithful ebservance of the Treaty. The Imperial Commissioners,
in spite of this information, continued at Soo-chow, instead of returning to the
capital to prepare for the reception of myself and the French Minister ; and their

motive .in so doing was made sufficiently manifest by their attempts through a
-Chinese formerly in Mr. Wade's, but now in the Chinese service, to ascertain
whether we would consent to exchange ratifications at Shanghae, or, at least, to;
be conducted from that- point by land to Pekin. - This journey occupies two
months, and I leave your Lordship to judge whether, had we adopted this route,
we should not have abandoned, for all practical purposes, one great object of the
I‘rea,ty, viz., free access to the Central Government.

It was only after my arrival at Hong Kong, that 1.heard of the Commns-
%sioners having remained in the South, and received Mr. Hart’s Memorandum
tinclosed in my despatch of the 30th of May), deseribing the hostile feeling of
the Court, and throwing considerable light on the motives of this inconveniént

_ delay of the Commissioners. 1 felt at once that it became necessary either to-
throw overboard my instructions entirely, to abandon the visit to Pekin and the
attempt to establish, on a proper footing, once for all, our diplomatic relations
with the Court of Pekm -or to declare that I would insist on exchanging the

retifications’ at the capxtal within the period stipulated in the Treaty, and ona

,personal reception by the Emperor for the purpose of delivering to. him Her
Majesty’s autograph letter. I could not doubt that the task of extorting a
reception at Pekin in a form implying a surrender on the part of the Emperor of
his pretensions to national superiority, would be more difficult than obtaining a
recognition of our equality on paper; and that the Chinese Government, in

- accordance with its usual policy, would endeavour, by prescribing the route I
was to follow, by limiting the -number of my attendants, and by bad arrange-
ments during the journey, to put me in the degrading position hitherto occupied
by foreign Envoys, and recover, by this means, the prestige it had lost by our
suecessful coup ‘de main of last year. To prevent such a result, and to receive
free access to the capital in future on becoming terms, I decnded after mature
reflection, on proceeding by the river, the natural highway to Tien-tsin, under
the British flag, as its presence at that place would establish in the eyes of the
Chinese that our visits to Pekin are a matter of right, not of favour.

M, de Bomboulon, whom 1 consulted before deciding on the course to be
pursued, entertained views similar to mine, and wrote a despatch to the Commls-
sioners in the samé sense.

I could not, however,’in the face of the unsatlsfactmy mformatnon 1 had
received, hope that -the Chinese Government would agree to such a complete
revolution of its mode of dealing with foreigners, unless I was backed by a
‘sufficient force to inspire it with alarm. T accordingly consulted with Admiral
Hope and Sir Charles van- Straubenzee on this point. Several gun-boats and.
part of the squadron had been dlspatehed by Sir Michael Seymour to Shanghae,
previous to my arrival. in China, to be readyto accompany me to the north.
This measure had been adopted before unfavourable mtellxgence had been received

from that quarter.
. We agreed, on consultatlon, that the force dispatched was not large enough
to produce the desired impression. It ‘was, accordingly, strengthened, particu-
larly inthe class of  vessels that can cross the bar, and brought up to an equality
-with that which accompanied the allied Ambassadors last year. The larger the
force, the less likelihood, judging from our experience of the Chinese clxaracter,

“there would be of a collision. : ‘

. On arriving at Shanghae, where I proceeded as soorr as my F rench colleague
was ready, I’ found, as I anticipated, - the Commissioners armed with pretexts to

_ detain me, and prevent my visit to the Peiho. Their letters, though moderate
in tone,. alluc ed l:o the. three -principal clauees of the Treatv and pxoposed to
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vé-0pen the discussioni ‘upon them. Had L'accepted this overture, and abandoned

the course laid down in my letter of the 16th May, they would have inferred.

that T was to be “ scothed and controlled,” and would have postponed the ratifi-
cations with the intention of obtaining my assent to conditions which would
have deprived these clauses of their practlcal efficacy. This view is confirmed

by the fact that they were not in possession of the ratified Treaties ; the Chinese

Government having thus confined them. to the task of gaining tlme if nothing
else; by renewing negotlatlons reserving meanwhile ‘in its own hands the power
of exchanging the ratifications . or not as it might seem expedlent after the

~ result of the interviews had been communicated to it.
"1 think that the Commissioners themselves were acting rather in obedlence
to their instructions from Pekin, than in the expectation that their attempts to

‘detain us here would be successful. For, as soon as they received my letter,

Jgtating that I would not enter into discussion until the ratifications were
exchanged, and declining any interview with them at Shanghae, the twelve-
‘month allowed by Treaty for the exchange having almost.expired, they changed
éntirely their tone. 'They acknowledged the propriety of abiding by the terms
of the Treaty, and stated that they had memorialised the Emperor to send down
a hlgh officer to Tien-tsin, whom we should find on our arrival, ready to conduct
‘us, it time; to ‘the capital. Though they hinted at a journey by land from the
tiver’s mouth, and wished me to anchor the squadron outside the bar, they did
ot state that orders had been given to prevent us entering.the river, and makmg
‘usé of it to réach the town of Tien-tsin.

Adwmiral Hope left' a day before the veply of the Commissioners was
‘feceived, being desirous of making the passage under sail. The place of rendez-
‘vous was ﬁxed at the Sha-loo-tien Islands, whence he was to communicate to
‘the authorities the approaching arrival of the Ministers of England and France,
en_route for Tlen-tam, and mquue whether orders had been  given for our
receptxon

1 announced his departure the next day to the Commlssmnel s, and
suggested the propriety of their proceeding to the Peiho on board one of the
-steam-ships, owned by Chinese, lying here, by which means they would be able
‘to reach it in time to receive us. They declmed domg so, on the ground. that
they could not adopt so unusual a method of travelling without the Emperor’s

. permission.  This may be so; but I am inclined to think they shared in the
feeling expressed in confidence by the most enlightened of their agsistants, that

“he would not go to the North, as there would be trouble, and that the Emperor

and his counsellors were so umeasonable that they could not be brought to.

“tegms without another lesson.

.M. de Bourboulon and .I left Shanghae four days -after the recelpt of the
letter of the Commissioner, i in order to afford time for the memorial to reach the
Emperor, and for the necessdry orders to be given, should he be inclined to
accord us a friendly 'reception, and carry out the recommendations it contained..

Mr. Ward, the American Minister, accompanied us at their express invita-

thIl_, having clalmed onder the most favoured nation, clause, the right to

‘exchange the ratlﬁcatlons at Pekin, and present his 01edent1als to the Emperor. -
t; My despatchof the 5th instant, which is forwarded by the present oppor-
‘tunity, gives in detail the events that took place at the Peiho. I have only to

. remark, in explanation of the course pursued, that' we found ourselves off the -

mouth of the river, which forms the highway to Pekin, within a few days of- the

_‘expiration of the period fixed by the Treaty for the exchange of the ratifications."

On requestmg a passage to be opened for us, and explaining the peaceful objects
-of the mission, we were informed that there was no authority on the spot; that
the fort and barriets were: not. constructed by order of the Government, but.by
‘the people, who had built and garrisoned them for' their protection. against rebels,
_-not to keep us'out of the river. In proceeding to remove them, we, therefore,
‘violated no order of the Imperial Government, and, had we been successful, the
'Governnient could, and- would, no doubt, have disavowed entirely the acts of
“those who opposed us. At the same-time: we were convinced that the repug-
nance of the Chinese Government to execute fully the Treaty, and to grant us
‘the reception we were instructed to demand, could only be overcome by a sense

‘of their inability to resist us, The preparations made since last year bad given -

‘them confidence, and that feelmg would have been increased, had we, on coming

»

“in presence of them, ‘receded from the.-demands -we had{_madg. Under srxclx 5
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c1rcum%tances, to have acoepted the proposal of the Governor-General of Chili
would have been to enter on a path which must have ended in- disgrace.and -
failure ; and nothing, in.my opinion, would have justified us in consenting to.it,
unless the only competent authority to pronounce a judgment on such a ques- -
tion had expressed doubts as to_ the result of an attempt to force theé passage of
the river. But I .can state, positively, that if Admiral Hope had, expressed -
doubts on the subject, they would not have been shared by the squadron, nor
by those who have had most experience of warfare in China; and, if' it be
~decided that the means at our command. were insufficient to Justlf’y us in
-pursuing so bold a line of pohcy, it is but right that I should shake that respon-
sibility with him.

The Intendant of this place has recewed official notice of ’rhese events from
.Pekin, with orders, as he states, not-to molest the English. -But the effect of
_this check must be prejudicial to our interests, as in this, more than in almost
‘any country, we are respected and considered in proportion as we ave feared, and

whatever may be the ultimate decision of this Government with reference to the
Treaty of Tien-tsin, T do not think that its provisions can be carried ouf until
~we recover our superiority in the eyes of the Chinese. ‘
~ Mr. Wade has drawn up a full and explicit Memorandum on the pmceedst
"of the Chinese Government within the last year, to whxcfl I beg. to call “your
Lor dShlP $ attentlon
. I have, &ec. '
(Signed) . FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE

Inclosure 1 in No. 10.

Translation of a Paper forwarded to the Earl of Elgm in Mr. Parkes’ Despatch of
January 15, 1859

Q[Memomndum.—-—Two Chinese Clerks, perfectly unknown to each other,
"have suggested, the moment they read this paper, that it was the composition of
a small official sent by Hwang-tsung-han to Shanghae, to watch the progress of
affairs. .The writer speaks of himself throughout ‘as an official of much lower
rank than'the person he addresses ; but 1 do not think that this is Hwang. ~ The
words * Governor-General ” of the Two Kwang) prefixed to Hwang’s naine,
1ust have been elevated, had the létter been written to him direct.

.. It must have been sent to Canton after- Lord Elgin’s departure for Hankow,
and before his return to Shanghae —T.W.}]" .

THE Admlmstra’rors-m-chlef of barbarian busmebs in, the capxtal are - the
three. Princes Hwui, Kung, and Ching (1).
_+_ When the four Imperial Commissioners (2) had their aud1ence to take leave,
_His Majesty very positively signified to them that it was his pleasure rot to
allow peace to be made in this sort of way (3), and that the -whole fifty-six
Articles of the Treaty of Tien-tsin must be cancelled. o, Governor-General
of the Two Kiabg, received them at Chang-chow, in the 8th moon (August,
“eptember), and stoutly maintained that there must be no wention whatever of
change. ' They were consequentlv at issue until their arrival at Shanghae, when,
owing to the strong support given by the Treasurer Wang to the repxesentwhons
of Ho, the Commissioners began to incline to a compromise. Several memo-
rials were addressed to the Throne in the joint names of the whole five, in reply
to which they continued to receive, in every case, His MaJesty s peremptory
mwnctxons (to persist in the course prescribed) ; until, in his last decree, His’
Majesty declared his pleasure to be, that if peace were made with the barbarians,
four conditions must be insisted on :— ;

* Firstly, he would, on no account, allow trade from Hankow to Nankin,
", {Secondly: this condition is omltted most likely, by mistake, as the text
below shows the question to have been the residence of a Minister at Pekin,)

Thlrdly, he would not. allow (foreigners) to circilate in the dxﬂerent»
provinces. -
" . Fourthly, he would have the prounaal cxty of Canton evacuated at an
early date.
"~ On recelpt of Hlb Majesty’s comrmndb as above, the Comumissioners had

E 2
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several consultations ‘with the. barbarians. They anas! would “give in on one
~ point only, to wit, the evacuation of Canton; in the other three “they. held out
for what had been proposed at Tien-tsin. .

The Commissioners and the Governor-General Ho acemdmgly made up (4)
“another Memorial, to the effect that the barbarians had promised to evacuate
Canton ; that, as regarded admission into Pekin, they would not be allowed to
go and come in large bodies, nor to build churches there, but that the admission
of four or five on any future occasion, when 'they might have business. of
~importance to transact; need not be prohibited ; that, as to circulation in the

- provinces, no one was to travel save with a passpoft, to be issued under the seals

~of the local authorities and the Consuls of the. barbarians: no one would take
-on himself to' go-without one; so that, as it would still rest with the local
authontles, when the time came (5), to give or withhold a passport, this point
might, in their opinion, also be conceded. There thus remained no question but -
that of the navigation of the river up to Hankow, whither it would really be
‘difficult to prévent barbarians from proceeding.

To this representation they received for answer from the Fmperor, “T1y
" agaity with all your might, and you will succeed again.”

“~.The Commissioners and Ho, after receiving this, again put their seals to the
Treaties, and exchanged copies of them as concluded ; and it was agreed that in
. the third moon (Aprll May), the barbarians should go into the. capltal again to
-exchange national letters (letters between the Governments). Ho, the Governor-.
" General, returned the same day to Soo-chow; the Treasurer Wang also -
“returned on the 5th. The English leader, Elgin, had started up the Great River
- on the 3rd, with five steamenrs, “for Hankow. _Just before his departure, he said,
“ Provided that the provincial authorities behave well to me, I shall not insist
‘on ready money {or immediate-payment) (6) at Shanghae, and I-will write to
Canton, and have the citv evacuated at once ; but if there is any more fighting -
" (on my journey), I must postpone action (on these points).” The Commis-
‘sioners answered : “ We will write to prevent any-.one giving you maiter of
" offence; at the same time there are several positions alonD your road in the
* hands” of the rebels, and we are not responsible for any trouble these may
‘occasion you; nor will it be our affair if your vessels come’'to harm by getting
aground on any of the numerous shoals in the Great River.” It does not’
concern. you, of course,” said he, “I can take care of myself;” and so he
started. ' The following day he got aground off Fu-shan, and after transshipping
"his guns, &c., to a smaller vessel, on “the 5th, he got off by dint of great exer-
- tions on the 8th and was 1eported to have passed Nankin on the 11th. It was
also said that the long-haired men (the rebels) had fired upon him, though this
'is not certain, On the 10th, however, a number of devils were brouvht back,
the barbarians said, ill of -the small-pox, but the people bave it, wounded by the
vebels. Which is the truth I know not. ’ :
- In conclusion, I may remark’ that everything relatmrr to the. barbanans is
" kept s0 quiet that it is bard to learn the facts. . To give an_instance :- since-the
“Commissioners arrived here every conference they have had with the Chiefs to
" discuss ‘business questions has been held either on board a steamer or in some .
* out-of-the-way place, and, their measures agreed on (the conferring parties)
have gone home to - carry them out. This is for fear they might be overheard
~ by the native servants of the different houses -of business, who. understand the
devil languoage. .
"The hmpemr has been moved to abolish the restrictions on oplum, and to
" admit it into port at 30 taels per picul import duty, and into. the interior at
" 15 taels transit duty. The tariff is settled ; all goods pay 5 per cent. ad valorem.
" Thié is proposed as the import duty. If barhanans go- into the interior.to. sell
merchandlze, they are to pay 2% per cent. (as a transit-duty), whether they pass -
eight barriers or ten. On tea and silk there are some augmentations and some-
dlmmutlons The rules are now in form, and as soon as the seal has been put
_to them, a copy shall be submitted to you.
"' " Touching the money payment.to be made to the barbamans {to the Enghsh).
6,000,000 dollars; and to the - Americans, 600,000 dollars; the latter, some
“time ago, expressed their readiness to the-Commissioners: to..give nup 100,000
" dollars; they would require’ only 500,000 dollars, namely, 100,000 to be paid
“at Shanghae, 100,000 at Foo-chow, and 300, 000 at Canton, to be deducted,”
““during ‘three years; from ‘the duties. The Commlsswners ‘bad settled the form
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of instrument, so that the American queetmu may be looked on as decided. . A-
despatch to this effect- must (soon) reach Canton. :The English indemnity wﬂl
most likely, follow a like- rule of apportionment, a2 quota. being levied on the
((,ustoms of the) places uforesaid, or the wholé may be laid on the Shanfrhae"
duties, in which case the people {of Canton) need feel no alarm. These’ barha-'
~Yians are very -anxious, nevertheless; to make Canton.pay the, largest share:
. This would delight them. Indeed, so deep-seated is the ill-will with whleh they
" regard the Canton officials, gentry, and people, that they actually talk of shutting
up Canton ‘as a port altovether and never trading there again,. They have
several times pressed the Commissioners, with all their wight, to denounce the
-Governor-General (Hwang), and the three gentlemen (Lo, Lun and Su),.as’a
- condition of peace (or, before, they would treat of peace). ThlS has not_only
" been done by word of mouth, but there has been coxre°p011dence upon it, of
‘which I inclose copies.

The Commissioners, I should humbly suppose “can haxdly have been. 50
stupld as to give in to everything in this way (7). They may be holdmg such
“language as a means of. keeping (the barbarians) within range (8). . 1t is.impos-
sible to say. "Should they have moved the Empelor, as was suggested His
Sacred Majesty would not surely have accepted their view of the case. - Never,
since the world began, was there such a doctrine as that the official, instead:of
punishing the robber for his theft, is to conciliate him by doing whatever his’
~malignity may dictate against the person he has robbed (9). (My remarks, I
‘am sensible, are. plesumptuous) How should an officer of my. low estate and
mean abilities venture on proposmons at random ?  [tis our duty to abide His
' Majesty’s decision. . :

Another statement is that Ho is stronoly urging an. appllcatnon to-the
- Emperor to transfer the seal of High Commissioner for the Five Ports from
~Canton to Kiang-su,.and_that the Commissioners will very presently address the
-Emperor to that eﬂ"ect After his return. to Soo—chow, thé Governor- General‘
- Ho addresses to the Emperor two memorials in succession, setting forth how
. difficult it was to negotiate peace; that after all his pains he had only got,.so
*far ;- that the barbarians when they had got a foot wanted ever an inch more;
that they were quite ready to add somethmg to -the fifty-six Articles they now
had, but would not abate a single letter. Further, he said that he knew it was
iri the bands of the threé Princes that the direction- general lay, and if His
- Majesty would not agree (to what he, Ho, recommended), he must. beg him, to
send the .three Princes to manage the things for themselves. To “this. the
Emperor, in his autograph rescript (10), 1e101ned “No luck, of a tluth, can
~attend such perversity and opinionativeness ” (11).

- The Treasurer Wang. was, at the same time, commanded to re.tum w1th all
-speed to Soo-chow; the Emperor would not allow him to remain at Shanfvhae
interfering in barbarian affairs.

It was subsequently asserted that the GOVQIDOI'-(IGHGI al Ho had been
-deprived of . his button, and five Commissioners ordered -to. proceed from the
‘capital to Tsing-kiang-pu (12), whether for this or some other matter it was not
iclear. But. (these two last. statements) are but a report, which as I have not
- seen:the- docaments, I do not venture to affirm. is true. 1. parpose, as sgon. as. 1
~have. dxspatched this letter (13) (lit., petition), going in person to Soo-chow to
‘see the ‘T'reasurer Wang, and. ﬁnd out (14) the truth from him. I shall ask him
for coples of some . of the despatches, wlnch I will fprward in a separate
cover. - - A 5

'lhe French were away last menth at J apan and in Annam They were not
by w],zen the English and the other nation were negotiating. = Since their Chief’s
return to Shanghae he wanted to go to Pekin to bufld churches there —a ‘propo-
sition‘ which induced much- discussion, without- any satisfactory resul (15) The
tradespeople (or mercantile Chinese) say.that no.. "harm will come of .this ;- they
“(the -French) must talk in this fashion; and that when the English Chief
returns (16), everything will be settled, all and sundry.

The Russians are not’ at Shanghae, and have taken no: palt (ln What 'has

assed). .
’P The (,omnmsrouets themselves are entert'nnm(r ever dav. or S1ttm" fOl
their portraits (16a), or paying visits to the dewls, tql\mv theu fill of e1130}’ ment
‘with nothing whatever to do. - -
7 Pwan Si-ching (Pontmqua) leaCHecl Ham chow on, the IZth Of the mOOIl,
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but has not yet arrived at this place. The man- the Commxssmnels and the
barbarians really want is Howqua (17). It isa ‘matter of . mdlfference to them.
whether Pontinqua comes or.not; by the time he arrives, 1 imagine, there will
be nothing for him to do.

- Anpether ramour is that the Comnmnder—m-ch1ef Yang has retaken Ngan-
king'(18). The Prefect Wu says that he has written full particulars of all that
has been reported in this letter to Chang, the Han-lin (19), and gives me to
understand, consequently, that I need not trouble your ear with a. repetltxon of

- them.
I have, therefore, the honour to tlansmlt you this summa.ry

Observations.

(1.) The Prince Hwui is Mien Yii, only surviving brother of the late
Emperor; Kung is Yih Su, brother of the present Emperor ; Ching is a Prince
of the Second Order of Imperial Nobility, whose name l)cannot ascertaln

(2.) Kweiliang, Hwashana, Mingsheu, and TFwau Ching-shih. -

(3.)  Lit., such a peace fashlon, or such peace measures. ‘

(4.) Made up, concocted ; a certain amount of fraud is Imphed

(5.) When application is made :

(6.) Immediate payment, viz., of the 1ndemn1ty

(7.) Lit., a'thousand consents, and a hundred compliances. °

8.) M01e literally employ this (language) for the purpose of tethering~~ -
a favourite word of Klymg and others 1n relation to the government of -
foreigners. -

(9.) The barbarian is the robber; Hwang,- Governor-General of the Two
Kwang, the master of the house, whom he -has injured: will- Government
- forget itself so far as to make ter ms with the barbarian by persecutmg
Hw. ang ? :

~ (1U.) The despatches to the Emperor are returned to the high officers
* ‘authorized to address them, with some slight observation written in red ink: by
‘the Emperor.* If his answer is of great length or requires deliberation, he writes
merely, ©“ Our placet will be given separately.” In the latter case he sends
down what we'call an Imperial Decree to the Great Council for transrmssxon to
. the officer ‘or officers concerned. :
(11.) Lit., where there is this determined bias and self-opmlon there 1s
 indeed no such word as happiness (or fortune).

-(12.) ‘A place near the Yellow River, at which the Governor—Gencral Ho
_ was £6 have met the Commissioners as they came down. The rumour here.
" alluded to is probably a rev1val of the above, which was in circulation in Aucrust
- and September. ,

(13.) .The form in w lnch the inferior addreeses the superlor official.

(14.) Rather, spy out.

(15.) Baron Gros did not sign the Tariff, &c., until some days atter Lord
Eigin’s departure for Hankow. It was stated that some missionary question was
. under discussion between his Excellency and the Commissioners.

{16.) Returns, viz., from Hankow. ‘

(16a.) The Commxeslonus sat move than once to the Honourable N. Jocelyn, B
‘who photographed them at the British Consulate.

(17.) Howqua, and some other ex-hongists, had been expected at Soo-
chow, to advise the Commissioners reva,rdmg the amendment of the Tariff,

- (18.) This réport probqbly grew out of the collision of the Ngan-king Jcoele
with "the .squadron escorting Lord Elgin, of whose approach, to Judve uozn,-
appearances, the Impenahst “Force endeavoured to make some use. ‘
(19.) There are more than one doctor of -the Han-lin of this surname at-

Canton,
' . (Signed) T. WADE. ..
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Inclosure 2 in 1\0 10

Memor&ndum by “Mr. Wade, intended to accompany the Tmnslatwn of a Letter
- forwarded . by Mr. Parkes, from Canton, to the Earl of Elgin, on the 15¢h
January, 1859, précis of which was mcloeed to the Foreign Office.

')‘Xﬂ THE letter forwaxded by Mr. Paxkes, of“ the orenueneness of Wthh I see no

“feason to ‘entertain any doubt, read by the light of the correspondence of* the

Impenal Comrislonels and earlier. ploceedmos of the Chinese Government,

.ever sirice negotiations fairly commenced at Tien-tsin, furnishes, to my mind, a-

‘elie - ‘deserving ‘of° attentlon to the course the Government has, in this last

‘mstance, pu1sued .

“47 " According to ‘the writer, evidently an official who has acéess.to good 1nfor-

: _matlon, the Emperor determmed the ‘moment our backs were turned, to cancel

“the whole Tteaty extorted from “him in June 1858, and for this purpose sent

Kweiliang and his colleagues south.. This accords with a ramour current at

'Shanghae in August Kwelhang was said to be in deep disgrace for his' nego- .

tiations, thé first nubhc notice of which by the Chinese Government was in a

Decree of the 25th July, to thé effect that the barbarians who ““burst into the

river” with their ships had retired in obedlence to the affectionate’ commands of’

Kweiliang.

The use of the term “ barbarian,” as Lord Elgin' complamed ina letter to
'the Commissioners of the 7th September, was itself an infraction of Article LI

of the Treaty, committed within one month of its signature.

The mission of Kweiliang and his colleagues, ostensibls v to revise the Tariff,
“was remarkable as being so much more than what the Treaty required. It had

been stipulated mérely that a high officer of the Board of Revenue should repair

to Shanghae. Two ex-Commissioners of the Canton Customs were indeed .

‘added to ihe Commission, but one of these was replaced by Twau Ching-shih,

.one of the Under-Secretaries most actively employed during the Treaty nego-

tiations. His leave-taking memorial, also published in'the © Gazette,” assured

‘the' Emperor, in stock phrase, that he would be zealous Jin “soothing the

ba:rbarlans ”

- Rumour, as I have said, made the object of this mission anythmg but a
“revision. Nothing, however, very positive was stated, nor dld the reports ‘on
- the subject command general attention.

- Meanwhile, as Kweiliang and his colleagues had promised at Tien- -tsin, on

“the 4th July, to obtain from the Emperor, as soon as they returned to Pekin, a

"Decree appointing a Commissioner to revise the Tariff, which Decree would

teach ‘Shanghae. as soon as Lord Elgin, his Lordship, after ten days’ delay at

“Shanghade, had written on the 21st July to complain that he was shll without a

line from Pekin on the subject. - -

On the 27th he received a letter from Ho Kwel-tsmg, announcmg the
appomtment of the Commission, composed, with the addition of himself, of. the
memberq enumerated above, who, he said; would arrive about the 18th ‘August.

- Lord Elgin visited Japan, and having made his Treaty there, hurried back

“to Shanghae, to learn, by a letter from the Commissioners themselves, that they

* could not be at Shanghae before the 6th October.'.

It is, I repeat, quite clear that Kweiliang and Hwashana, the hlghe%t officers
" -of the Civil establishment, were not coming to revise a Tariff. Indeed, another

object of their mission was eventually stated in their own letter of the 22nd of

October, to which we shall come in due time. Ho Kwei-tsing’s assurance that

“they would be down by the 18th of August, was given, I, imagine, to prevent

 the possibility of Lord Elgin’s returning to the Peiho,

~ The decree he forwarded was dated the 15th of J uly. . The prescribed time

for an official journey of the distance is fifty-five days. This .would have

brought the Commissioners to Shanghae by the 10th of September. . I preeume

Ho chose a middle term for safety’s sake.

T attribute the Commissioners’ delay ‘of their departure from: Pekm or: thelr
loitering by the way, to the one cause—the fears of the Government that, when
‘-the Commissioners had declared their errand, we might revisit the Peihs. ~We
* knew from the Gazettes that the forts were bemg rebuilt—this, of course, was
“in itself no matter of surprise; that timber was purchased to stake the river, at

which we- could not . either be astouished ; bu’c, lasﬂ\r, and ‘this is no’rewmthv, .



30

that these operations wele conducted under’ the =pecxal authority of Sung-ko-

lin-sin, a Mongolian prince allied by marriage to the Imperial family, distin-

guished as the conqueror of the rebels on the occasion of the 'l‘al-pmgr incursion
into Chih-li, in 1853-34, and .appointed -during our stay at Tien-tsin, High

. Comnmissioner of War, and Commander-in-chief of aforce stationed at Tun"-chow
to cover the capital should we advance upon it. It is also important that his
Tabours had proceeded with such rapidity that, by the 21st N ovember, he was

" enabled to report the completion of the works on the Tien-tsin river; for which
.'service, by a Decree of the above date, he was awarded a surcoat of honour.

My impression is confirmed, by all that has.since occurred, that the arrival
of the Commissioners was delayed purposely until the river defences were in a

. state of forwaldness For, once more, they were coming not to revise the

Tariff, but, as the Canton Jetter states, and their own correspondence presently

shows, to discuss modification, if not abrogation, of three important privileges

which distinguished our Treaty from any other ; to wit, the residence of a

Minister 'at Pekin, circulation of British merchants in the interior, and the

. navigation of the great river: also to require the rendition of Canton..

' Ho Kwei-tsing, as in duty bound, went to meet the senior Commissioners
as they entered his jurisdiction ; .and the statement in the Canton letter that it
‘was on the strength of his representations, supported by those of his provincial
Treasurer Wang, that they were led to modify materially the course prescribed

~ by their instructions, is borne out not only by the gossip of the period, but by a

© communication subsequent]y made by an indisputable authority, which I do not
feel at liberty to name, that they had come down charged to make war rather
than concede the permanent residence of a Minister. The words stated to have
been used by Ho, when remonstrating against such policy, were * that war
would be absolute madness.” I confess that, with some faith in the narrator, I
believed him, at the time he stated this, guilty of a simple exaggeration, a la
Chinoise. '

. It must not be forgotten that, throug ghout the whole of this period, from

- June to Ogtober, affairs in the South were in a condltxon that augured ill for

eace. :

P Long after the Treaty was srgned Hwahg, and a committee of three

- Cantonese of .high standing in the class we style “the gentry,” who held an
Imperial Commission for the enlistment and control of Militia, were persisting in
acts of war. = After the tactics of 1856 and 1857, when Yeh was in power, the

_ native servants were called home from" Hong I\on and the supplies of that
colony in effect cut off by semi-official Committees estabhshed in the adjacent -

~ districts. Soldiers of the Canton garrison were kidnapped and assassinated, -

A -proclamation under Hwang’s seal, offered a high reward for Mr. Parkes's -
head.

Even so late as the 22nd August, Hwano had supported the Special Com-
mittee in its war-taxation, on the ground “that though a Treaty had been
concluded at Tien-tsin, he knew not its conditions, and that 1t was: as necessary
as ever to be ready for banditti.

I see no reason to doubt, when we read the Emperor’s Decree of the 21st
"October, ‘in which he rejects the Commissioners’ censure of Hwang and the -
‘Committee, that the Court was encouraging the latter to persevere in their
attempt to expel the allies from Canton, where by Treaty they were to remain
till the indemnity agreed to was paid.

© The Commissioners arrived at last on the 6th October.. They had been
duly apprised of the dissatisfaction occasioned by the tardiness of ‘their- move-
ments ; afd having first apologized, in a private note, for not visiting Lord Elgin

-until the ostensible business of their mission, .the Tariff revision, was en tram,
they dxspatched an official letter, in a most conciliatory strain, .to becr Lord Elgin

‘to-appoint Deputies who might meet their own for the revision of the Tariff
The. officers they named were Wang, the Commissioner of Finance, Chief
Civilian of the. Province, and Sieh, for the three years previous,  Taoutae or
Intendant at Shanghae, one of the few Chinese I have met who, notwithstanding -
much ignorance and prejudice still remaining, 1eallv applecxate ‘the power aud
probity o,f the foreigner, or who. appear soberly to contemplate, without abate-

ment of pride in their own country, the possibility of utilising barbarian ability

“to her’ advantage, He had been named to the Commlsenoners by Lord Elgin ; at
_Tien-tsin, :
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Lord Elgm niet their p1 roposals by demandmg, ﬁrst an acknowledgment ot
two letters, written early in Septembel, complamm'r of proceedmg in the South,
and still unnoticed. ’

Their reply was pacific’ LnouOh they excused Hw ang’s ignorance on the
grounds of the distance from Pekm his hostile attitude as not been assured
of our intention ; and volunteered to ploclaxm that peace had- been neﬂotlated
with England, France, America, and-Russia.

It does not appear, for all that was promised on the subject that even this
meagre notice, which promulgated none of the conditions of the: peace, was ever
published elsewhere. At Canton indeed, the High Committee’s Militia continued
toannoy the foreign garrison until 7 anuary, when one of their positions at Shek-tsin
was -destroyed. “The garrison was then made to patrol the nelghbourhood the
result of which measure was a speedy restoration of order.

" The Commissioners’ overtures did not yet: satisfy- Lord  Elgin. _He took
them to task for having allowed near four months to. elapse without making
- known'the existence of a Treaty; and he demanded the removal of Hwang, and
the dissolution of the Imperial Commlttee before he could consent to go mto
the Tariff at all. .
.. This line of action, of course, greatly perplexed the Commxssmners As
Chinese statesmen they would be slow to comprehend why the barbarian should
ostpone commercial considerations to any other, and they hastened to soothe
im accordingly. They had already, they said, denounced Hwang,, and- would
again denounce him, praying the Emperor, at the same time, to withdraw thelr
powers from the Committee. :

Lord Elgin, on this, engaged if they would promise to commumca’ce to him
the Imperial rescnpt to their memorial; to commence the -discussion of the
Tariff, and this promise given, named Mr. thhant and myself as his Deputies..

"Up to this time they had not breathed a word regarding the real matter of
their mission. They were doubtless in. myuch embarrassment as to the mode of

* introducing it ; and the o fleons ‘of Ho, who drew his inspiration from Wang‘

and Sieh, the two Chiefs of his provincial staff, both able and intimately lids,

had, I feel satisfied, in no way diminished their difficulty in approachmg the
vetractation of a Treaty concession. .

‘At length, on the 22nd October, teassured by the favourable prowress of the
Tariff and its concomitants, they, with evident-delicacy and diffidence, declared.
the,true object of their coming. Moralising briefly on the end of negotiations,
thev pointed out, that those at Tien-tsin were conducted so- completelv under
pressure of an armed force .as to leave no place for deliberation ; the Emperor
had, accordm«rly, spemallv commissioned them to come to Sha,noh'ae, ““ear nest]y
to press a matter which would be the common advantage of both parties.””
Among the conditions extorted there were some of real injury to China, which
there had been no opportunity of explaining. Of these they name .one: only—
the resxdence, in permanence, of a British Minister at Pekin. As the Queen of

‘England has an option, by Treaty, ‘they beg Her MaJestv may be prayed to

+ decide that the Minister shall only visit Pekin on occasion. Théyavow that this

- condition is most irksome to China, and, in Chinese fashion, they strive to show
how nkaome it will be tous. A rude and numerous Tartar soldiery; the

- unacquaintance of. metropohtan officials with foreign affairs ; the temper of the

* population—these are the dangers which should incline us to forego this- one—to

us useless, and, for the reasons enumerated, penlous—-pmvﬂege the more readlly

- to forego it as, on the other hand, we are gainers to a cons1derable extent in the '

L many which' we should still retain. -

. Looking back to the Tien-tsin period, we ‘call to mind that the ‘Commis- A
smners although ‘committed in their letter of the 11th- June, 1858, to the
declaratlon, that “to a Minister’s permanent residence there was properly no
_ objection,” and to the proposxtlon that, the recent collision considered, the
‘Minister had better live at Tien-tsin—an official residence.being assighed him at
Pekin—had attempted on the 21st June to recede from these proposals

. They had, they said, received a Decree, desiring them to do their best te
persuade Lord Elcrm to give up this invidious privilege, * the North being cold, .
and " excessively dusty, also with it the right®o open Chin-kiang, the right to
circulate in the interior before the people should have been duly war ned the
right to navigate the Great RWer by which we should drive the Chinese out of

. the field. oo S :
F
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-~ On all these points they again made a fight at their Conference with

Mr. Bruce on the 24th June.
~~ On the evening of the 25th they made a last eﬂ"ort, throufrh Count

Poutiatine and Mr. Reed to dissuade Lord Elgin from insisting on the residence )
‘of a Minister, and ths rwht of British merchants to circulate in the interior.-
pleading that, unless hlS Lo1dsh1p gave way on those points, their lives would
be forfeited.

Lord Elgin standing firm, they urged, even on the morning of the 26th
itself, a modification of the text, by which the Minister might be authorized to,
be constantly in residence at Pekm instead of entitled to reside there, without.
movmg, a change which, as hberty of 1ns movements is secured in anotber
Article, was adopted.

These, with the addition of the surrender of Canton, are the questions on
which, according to the Canton letter, the Emperor instructed the Commissioners
to stand out, and it is upon these I gather, from their letters of fhe 27th and
28th of May, the Commissioners would have engaged Mr. Bruce in discussion,
had he accorded the 1nterv1ew they proposed. They had, withal, another end
to gain.

" Lord Elgin met their request of the 22nd October by an emphatic declara-
. tion that it lay not with him to abate ope tittle of the Treaty. He pointed out
the real object and advantages of -diplomatic relations as established in Europe,
. and briefly adverting to past misunderstandings between our countries, expressed
his doubt that the Impenal Goyvernment could provide guarantee for the main-
taining of peace, equivalent to that supplied by the presence of ‘a Mmlster at
. Pekin.
~° The Commissioners, on the 28th October, admit that.our Minister’s right
to permanent residence is incontestable, but the exercise of it will humiliate
'China in the eyes of her subjects. They, therefore, again pray Lord Elgin to
move the Queen to use the option the Treaty leaves Her Majesty in their
favour, and there is no satisfactory asrangement they are not ready to make.

Lord \Elgin undertook to submit the correspondence to Her Majesty’s
- Government, and to recommend that if Her Majesty’s Minister were properly
received next year, and full effect given to the Treaty in all other particulars, -
the Minister should be directed to choose a residence elsewhere, and to \mt the
capital either periodically or when business required it.

The Tariff negotiations were now brought to a close, and Lord Flvm
-~ announced his intention to proceed up. the Yana-tze to see what ports it would
eventually be desirable to open.

" The CGommissianers acquiesced with a good grace, promlsed to send an
officer to.wait on bis Lordship, and to advise the authorities of the provinces he
. would have to traverse of his approach.

This was partly in fulfilment of their undertaking to make any satlcf'a,ctory
_arrangement, partly, T feel sure, from words that fell from the Judge, in the
hope that we should have a profitable collision with the insurgents at Nankin.

. At Hankow we found a proclamation announcing that the English, French,

and American nations were come to look at the place, but not to trade ; so the
people need not be alarmed. There was not, it'is scarcely necessary to observe,
any sign of alarm, except that produced by the official runners and such persons,
who at first insisted on forming our escort, and, in that capacity, unnecessarily
thrashed the crowds that assembled round us, and used every effort to prevent
the tradespeople from taking our money. The people themselves were here, -
as throughout the whole 600 miles of our journey, civil, moffenswe, and eager
for trade.
: I regard the policy of the Govelnment in this to have been the same it has
long, adopted at Canton—to promote an aversion to foreign intercourse among
the people, and to impress on foreigners that the people are hostile and hard to
control. - The doctrine finds its place, as-we have seen, among the anguments
aoaist a Minister’s residence at Pekin.

On his return to Shanghae in January, Lord Elgin found the news from
Canton still far from satxsfactory Just as he was about to start for Hankow,
the Commissioners had mooted the questxon of that city’s rendition, and the
* pavment of the indemnity, but Bad received no.positive answer as to the course
his Lotdship proposed to take. They had also requested us, ‘by Iéttet, to adopt
: the same avranoement as the French They 'had written, besxdes, a cireular to.

| *
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the British, French, and American Ministers, 1e<ra1dmg,the future issue of

passports, and various other points which would be raised under the new

_ 'I'reaties. Lastly, they prayed for somie settlement of the duties owing under

the. provisional system adopted durln0 the occupation of Shanghae by the lebelb -
in 1853 and 1854.

Thesé letters had been sent in but a day or two before Lord Elgin’s
"departure, and he, consequently, had delayed replying to them until his return.
Onu receipt of the Canton intelligence, he recommenced correspondence by an
inquiry whether the promised decree removing Hwang had been obtained. The
Commissioners sent him a decree of the 21st Octobel, acknowledging their
denunciation of Hwang, «* for conduct calculated to produce mischief ; defend- .
ing" him, however, as having acied on the offensive only until the Tleaty was |
concluded ; defended the Committee as simply engaged in Keeping the peace ;
‘and concludmg with the observation that it would be for the Emperor himself
. to deal with Hwang should he have committed himself since the - Treaty was -
signed. - -

The Commissioners must have' received  this rebuff before Lmd Elgin left
-Shanghae, but were, doubtless, in no haste to show how their advlce had been
‘relished by their master. ,

. Before their reply had reached him, Lord Elgin had answered their circular
~of the 7th November. I need notice but two items of his answer. He under-
took most readily to guarantee that every precaution would be taken to prevent.
the abuse of the passport system by British subjects. At the close of his letter,
he replied to their remark that their queries had been put’by reason’ of their
ignorance of foreign affairs, by observing that the most evident remedy of this

defect would be, in sending a Chinese Legation to England ,

Phe Commissioners I’GJOII]Gd at length, but noticeably about passpmts,
which, ‘they observed, the Consuls would have to apply for to the Chinese
authorities, to whom they must be, in due time, surrendered to be cancelled.

This was on the 14th. On the same day, Lord Elgin had written to express
his serious dissatisfaction at Hwang’s continuance in oftice. He would now call
on the Commissioners to settle the indemnity in strict accordance with the:
provisions of the Separate Article, or, as instructed by Her Majesty’s Govern~
ment, he would eject the Chinese authorities from Canton.

A very crestfallen answer followed from the Commissioners. They had
- done their best. The Emperor alone could decide. The Canton question they
had not had time to settle since Lord Elgin’s return.

On the 20th of January, Lord Elgmn, having received news of the Shek-
tSmg affair, wrote again. He reviewed his correspondence with the Commis-
sioners since their arrival in October. He was now convinced that Canton was to
them a question ultra vires ; he should, therefore, desire our executive there to
act with vigour, and when the ratifications were exchanged, the Emperor should’
be asked whether things at Canton had been done with or without his authority.
~ The Comlmssmnexs wrote to assure him that Hwang should now certainly
be removed, and the Special Committee dissolved; but Loxd Elgin, inclosing .
them a copy of the letter forwarded by Mr. Parkes, announced his intention to
proceed himself to Canton. On his return to Shanghae, in the course of six
weeks, should he not find the Comnnssmners th&re, he would prOCeed oto

Pekin.
-+ The Commissioners wlote, roundly abusing Hwang and the Commlttee
- The Emperor s decree must arrive in three weeks. In the interim all pending
questions could be discussed. They were quite competent to deal with the
" Canton question. They prayed him, to remain, >

© Lord Elgin was inexorable. The conditions of the Canton questlon, he
~wrote, 25th- of January, were specified in' the Treaty. Had the Emperor
chosen that thé Commissioners should close it, he would have given them the
requisite powers. They had not kept faith about Canton. 'lhey had promised
months before to effect an unprovement there. None had been effected. He
.would himself enforce a better order of things, This done he would return to-
discuss whatever remained for consxderatlon, peaceably or otheﬁ\ ise, as the-
Chinese Government might see fit. :

Lord Elgin then departed, and on the 14th of February the Commissioners-
for Warded a decree, not, mdeed removmv Hwanw ﬁom the Govemm -Generalship,

F2
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but still transfenmg his seal of Impeua,l Commlsswner for the Supenntendence
of Foreign Trade to Ho Kwei-tsing. .

" This decree was, doubtless, shaped so as to save the Imperlal dignity. The
Emperor would not disgrace the Governor-General (who has since been trans-
ferred to Sze- chuen),uuder pressure, and his choice of Ho as Hwang s substitute,
he had reason to believe would soothe us. :

I have gone thus at length into this section®of the correspondence, from
‘October to January, to show with what reluctance the Chinese Government took
‘a minimum of action against an officer notoriously corrupt, and flagrantly tyran-
nical in his jurisdiction, and denounced by the highest in the land for a course
of foreign policy prejudicial to the interests of peace. My conviction ¥, that the

"Government, or, to take a hinf from the opening clause of the Canton letter,
that portion of it which had the credit of esta,bhshmg the Special ‘Committee,
" and authorizing its operations, never abandoned the notion of recovering Canton
until their defeat at Shek-tsing, a village near Canton, and other movements of
. the allied force, broke the spirit of the militia.

It is also my impression, however contradictory ‘the statement may appear,
that the strong language held to the Commissioners by Lord Elgin throughout
this period, while it deterred them from attempting any of the Lhanrres I am-
" persuaded: they were sent southward to effect, enabled them at the same time to -
hold their own with the Emperor, by representing the impossibility of retracting
what he is assumed to have required from people so violent and determined.

His Wlthdra\\rdl of the seal from Hwang was probably balanced somewhat in
the Emperor’s mind by the opportunity afforded him of declaring in his Decree,
‘that dur accounts from Canton (of k\dnappln assassination, &c) surprised him
much, as, in the “ soothing and bridling ™ of fore1g11 nations, China had never
been treacherous.

Lord Elgin acknowledged the receipt of their last letter on the 31d of
~ March. He therein told the Commissioners of the appointment of his successor,

charged with the ratified copy of the Treaty, to be exchanged at Pekin, and of

bis own immediate departure for England. He communicated to them the
consent of Her Majesty’s Government to make the British Minister’s residence
at Pekin but occasional, on the conditions before recited; and, bidding them
farewell, reminded them that peace was only to be kept unbroken by a strict
observance of the Treaty—by a mutual recognition of the equality of nations,
between whom, he took occasion to remark, there could be no such’ relatnon as
‘that implied in the words *° soothing and bndhn

The Commissioners received this on the 29th of March.” They made no
© move north, notwithstanding ; on the contrary, on learning Mr. Bruce’s arrival,

they moved from Soo-chow, where they had spent the new year; to Shanghae. =

Mr. Bruce’s despatch to Kweiliang, of the 16th of May, announcing his

_arrival, and 1equestmfr that suitable preparations may be made for his receptlon
at Tlen-tsm and his journey to Pekin with the ratified Treaties and the autograph
letter of Her Britannic Majesty, reached the Commissioners on the 27th, and
their proceedings from this date are deserving of close attention:

Mz. Bruce found at Shanghae, on the 6th of June, three despatches’ from
the Commissioners, the first dated the 27th of May, the day on which the second
adpits his letter of the 16th of May had ar nved also admits that Lord Elgin's
last letter, announcing his departure, had reached them on the 29th of March.
‘I'hey had remained, nevertheless, because his Lordship had said he would return
to d'scuss various questions, which they do not enumerate. His successor, who
is, of course, equally competent with himself, is bound, they think, to take up

. the pending discussion with them, and with all speed as the day named for the
" exchange of ratifications draws near.

The secpnd, which i is dated the 28th of \/Iay, acknowledszmg, Mr Bruce s of .
the 16th, urges that an important affair like the exchange of ratifications cannot
De harried through as he proposes ; repeats that Lord Elgin’s letters had kept
*them at Shanghae, the journey from which place to Pekin would take two
nionths ; none but they themselves could represent the Chinese Government in
the matter ; there was no one to receive Mr. Bruce at. Tien-tsin, and nothing
*ready ;| thev therefore propose that Mr. Bruce, instead of waiting “ up there,”
where he will find it very hot,.should put off hls departure, and gr'mt theni an
inter vl«aw This is accompamed by another of the same date, in whlch msmtmo
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again ‘on Lord Elgin’s engagement to return and discuss various questions, they
beg to enumerate those of whlch he had dlspOSed and those left unsettled,

He had agreed, they say :—

1st. That the coming visit. to Pekin was to be exceptlonal tbat the Mlmster
was not constantly to be at Pekin. = .

2nd. That his visit to Hankow was exceptmnal our movements were
-henceforth to be in accordance with the Treaty stipulations.

. 3rd. That none but respectable persons were to obtain passports; for the
issue of which regulations must be devised. The Canton question was not
settled, and Lord Tlgm had promised to go further into this. '

To take the last first, Lord Elgin had expressly told the Commls§1oners -
that the Canton question must be —settled and promptly, according to the
- Separate Article, which prescribes payment at Canton to-be arranged by the |
-Canton authorxtles Before ke left the jsouth, Mr. Bruce bad ascertamed n .
May that the Canton authorities had no knowledge of this stlpulatlon, or, if they -
had, were without any instructions to give it effect.

The other three are the ever-recurring clauses of difficulty ; the original
modlﬁcauon of the first being further modified by total omission of the condmons
on which Her Majesty’s Government, as the Commissioners had been duly
apprised .in Lord Elgin’s last letter, would consent to modify it. The other
" two are stated as they stand, I can only suppose to draw from Mr. Bruce
some such acquiescence in what it would have been literally hard for him to
(dispute, as might preclude the possibility -of his suggesting any arrangement for
the cmtlclpatlon of the Treaty terms—the far receding extinction of the rebels, .
before which no British subject can by Treaty claim to enter the reg 1on they
-infest.

Recalling the peltmamty with which the Commissioners have revwed their
" objection to our enjoyment of the privileges here adverted to, the statements in -
“the Canton letter, and in other quarters, of the Emperor’s violent opposition " to
" the concession of them, when we see’them now, we should have said needlessly;
reproduced once more, we can only infer that some further hmltatlons were
- contemplated.

A Chinese, last year my head clerk, but plomoted after the Tr eaty, for his
supposed knowledge of foreign affairs, to a mandarinate of  the fifth _grade, and
. now attached to Kweilliang, called twice on Mr. Lay, in the spring, first to
. ascertain whether we would agree to exchange ratifications at Shanghae;
secondly, if we would consent to proceed, overland, thence to Pekin. The
latter, be it observed, is the time-honoured form of mtroducmfr the periodical -
missions from Annam, Lewchew, and other dependent States, into Pekin’; the
_form which enables China to maintain before her subjects that show of surveil-
lance and patronage by which she has ever sought to negative a barbarian -
State’s assumption of equality with herself. The American Treaty enables
_China to give the United States’ Minister such a reception. So long as he does
-not insist on an audience, no tradition will be violated. It does not practically
secure him access to Pekin for any diplomatic purpose. .

_ The above proposal accepted, our circulation under passports would
infallibly have been infected by the precedent. No one would havé travelled
.except under an official protection, resembling that proposed years ago by

Kiying for the neighbourhood of: Canton—a protection so irksome and prohtiess
to the few who avalled themselves of it, that travelling, 1f 1t were to be under
such auspices, was soon foregone altovether
' This is, of course, speculatlon nor is it more when 1 declale my belief
- that the Commlssswners rather hoped thay e\cpected that we should Hhalt at
- Shanghae, as they proposed, within three weeks of the day we were by Treaty
‘required to be at gckm. ‘They were, I imagine, acting under ordets to try
, everythmg that might prevent our visit to the capital. :

. On receiving Mr. Bruce’s peremptory reply of fhe Sth June, followed by
his supplementary note of the 11th, the Commissioners ‘laid down their arms.

His letter of the 8th, they wrote, had been’ sent to the Emperor, who would
. receive it in some nine days. They had moved him to send a high officer to
‘Tien-tsin to meet Mr. Bruce, whom they recommended to leave his ships of war
* outside the bar, and proceed in light marching order to: Pekin. "They cannot
themselves take steam as Mr. Bruce proposes, as the Emperor has not autho-
rlzed them to do $0, but 1n obedlence to Hls Majesty’s commands (w hen
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recelved does not appear), they will go Nolth with all- speed. The suggestions
respecting the anchorage of his’ squadron 18 ‘brought in, as it were, casually :

- “ The Commissioners would wish,” &c. ~ There is no hint that the route by the

Tien-tsin river is condaninée, or that the attempt to ascend it will be opposed.

Yet they must have known that opposition was imminent. ~The high
authority, cited before, assured myv informant that, so certain was he of a
collision, that he should keep himself out of the way. ~‘The: Court, he said, was
not disabused of its invincibility, nor would it be without another defeat It
was, for all that, not too proud to be treacherous, as we have found to our cost.
Admital Hope had sailed before the Commissioniers’ last letter was received ; but
hisfirst proceedings, it is worthy of observation, actudlly filled the measure of
their requirement. He approached the bar on the 17th, with only one steamer
and two gun-boats, and the ofﬁcer sent in to communicate with the forts crossed
the bar in a ship’s gig.

On the 20th, finding that the people on the spot, who: mamtamed as on
the former day, that they had closed the passage of the river without the orders

~of Government, had not, as they had promised, removed, but, on the contrary,

had greatly multiplied the obstacles in the way of a free passage, he gave notice
to the Intendant of Tien-tsin that his squadron would r¢main at the mouth of
thé river while Mr. Bruce was at Pekin; he, therefore, wishes his men to land’
to purchase supplies. The Intendant only opposes their landing lest they should
lose themselves in winding paths, amongst the ‘camps and field-works which, he
says, abound along the way between Ta. koo and Tien-tsin. He says nothing of
the Government’s objection to leave the river open, and he does say that theA
defences he alludes to are not to our address.
All this while no official, the militia and peasantry on shore affirm, is near

_the spot. Mr. Ward, the Amerlcan Minister, is told the same story by the
~ same people on the evening of the 24th; the batteries appear deserted until the

foliowmg forenoon, when, as the foremost gun-boat, according to notice given
the previous evening by Admiral Hope, attempts to pass the booms, ‘they pour .
forth a fire from seventy guns, which for strength and direction is without
precedent in our annals of Chinese warfare. Still no offieigl appears at Ta-koo.
On the other hand, Hang, the Governor-General of the province, does send a.
letter to Mr. Bruce, from a point some ten miles up the coast. It is dated the.

25rd but does not reach him till the 25th.

 Now, Mr. Bruce’s letter of the 9th, which had electrified the Commls-
sioners, was to reach Pekin in nine days-—say before the 20th. We know by
experience, that communications between Ta-koo and Pekin do not take more.
than twenty-four hours. The Court, if it were prepared to disavow the hostile
act of the Ta-koo garrison, must have forgotten that it could hardly, under the
circumstances, plead ignorance of the great danger: of a collision between the
large force it had placed, months before, at Ta—koo, and a foreign squadron which .
had now been waiting since the 16th to have the river opened for the British
Minister’s admission. If it were bond fide intent on the preservation of peace,
why should no official have presented himself to the Admiral at Ta-koo?
or why should the only move of the character of a pacific overture been made at
the eleventh hour, by a circuitous route, and with a want of alacrity at first sight
m:alxphcable ?. For the despatch had been the best part of two days coming ten
miles

1t invites Mr. Bruce to wait for the arrival of KWelhang and his colleague,

promlsmg him that when he, H ang, shall have moved to .the southward, the
garrison and armament of the position from which he writes, he will come out to -

: Welcone him to.the place, Peh-tang-ho by name, a port, if it deserve the

designation, which the Americans found, in a few days,. was doubtfully accessible
even to a ship's boat.

1 feel satisfied that, our object considered, the fulfilment of the Treaty, not
in the letter, but in the spirit, we should make a mistake in approaching ‘the
capital otherwise than by its recognised highway.” I do not see that the Americans
can refuse to ploceed fo Pekin by Peh-tang-ho, or by any less desirable route ;
Article V-of their Treaty imposing on them alinost all the restrictions which it
is the very aim of our Axticles IIl and IV to withstand. The American Minister
may visit Pekin once a year, with twenty people for a suite; he is to give intima-

~ tion of his approach through the Board of Rites; and he is to complete his

business vnthout unnecessary delay ; he will be held as I have before hinted, by -
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the Government and people of China at precmeb the same value as a Lewchewan
or Siamese Envoy.. This, some will say, is of little consequence. It s, at-
least, of this much, that Little attention will be paid to the representations of an
officer who takes so low a place, and it ‘is only by insuring the attention which
must be yielded when the question of equality is no longer in dispute, that we
can hope for a peaceable settlement of mlsundexstandmg with a people whose
bigotry, arrogance, and insincerity are kept in check only by their fears.
""" To close observations which have greatly outrun their intended length, I am
persuaded that its aversion to concede, even limitéd. by the three pnv1lefres O
often alluded to, is what has betrayed the Chinese Government into an et of
war, which, with its usual pusillanimity, it was prepared to disavow had its forces’
suffered def'eat It has never accepted the changes forced upon it—the novelty,
in the sense in which Western nations understand it. It was ready, more sug, to
fend off those without fighting, and the Commissioners were, I make no doubt,
to detain us at Shanghae under one pretext or another, until the year.was so far
spent that we mlght be induced, in our greed for commercial advantages, to
accept an exchange of ratifications at Shanghae. Foreign relations, which in
Chinese are simply synonymous with a Superintendence of Trade, would then
have been handed over to Ho, whose *soothing and bridling” we are evidently
assumed to prefer, and the great gain of the Treaty, the one means of preventing
local misunderstandings, viz., the right of appeal to the Central Government
against the acts of its subordinates, would, in default of precedent, have been as
much in abeyance as though it had never been concluded.

Diplomacy failing, the Government still veiled its readiness for war—possibly
from doubt m its powers, perhaps in the hope’of taking us more, completelv'
unawares. |

Mr. Hart’s interesting memorandum on Sungl\o-lm sin’s temper and arrange-
ments, together with Mr. Mongan’s information. on the same head, are more or._
less corroborated by the junkmen who lay off the Peiho, lamenting grievously the
interruption of their trade.

Tt must be noted in qualification of Sungko-lin-sin’s prowess, and of the
. Court’s resolution, that ‘his victory was not adopted by the Government for some,

four or five days: at the end of which time the forts first showed the flags of ﬁve‘
out of the eight banners under which the Tartar force is enrolled.
Since my return to Shanghae I have learned that many Chinese ascribe the
- collision altogether to Sungko-lm-sm, and entirely acquit the Emperor. They
represent him as unable to restrain the Mongol, who, on learning that the .
Emperor, was decidedly opposed 1o overt hoqtlhty declared that, at all's ‘events, he .
would not. admit the barbarian by way of Tien-tsin. The statement is very
possibly the truth; ‘it corresponds, more or less, with the report brought by
M. Mouly from Pekin. It would consist perfectly with the timid treachu} of
the Chinese Government that, having placed its responsibllity, as it hoped
& couvert, by withdrawing its ofﬁmal presence from the scene, it should bide the
issue of a course which, if unsuccessful, it was thus armed to’condemn ; and
with the qhort-sxghtedness which, in my opinion, distinguishes its policy, that it
* should overlook the more terrible consequence of a success such as that'it has
obtained. )
(Signed) " THOMAS WADE,

Chinese. Secretary.

No. 11.
- Mr. Bmce to the Earl of Malmesbury ——-(Recewed September 13\

My Lord, . o " Shanghae, July 15, 1859,
YOUR Lordship, has been informed in my previous despatches that “the
American Minister, Mr. Ward, had associated himself with us'in our demands to
‘exchange the ratifications of the Treaty of Pekin, and had further stated to the.
- Imperial Commissioners at Shanghaé that.he was mstructed to deliver .in person
the letter of the President of the United States of America to the Emperor of
China. He could only claim these’ privileges under the most favoared nation

- cluuse, and, fherefore, awaited the, results of the attempts rmde. to detain us at
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Shanghae When they failed, he expressed his intention of going to the Pei
and received an invitation from the Commissioners to accompany us there. .

On the 24th, he crossed the bar of, the Peiho in a small steamer, with the

intention of proceedmg to the booms, and making the attempt to advance up the

river, leaving it to the Chinese to fire on him i they chose to do so. His
steamer, however, gronnded before reaching them, and was with difficulty got off
by the gun-boats, after considerable delay: He therefore contented himself with
demanding a passage, and was met by a refusal on the part of the militia, who
gave themselves out as the garrison of the forts. . He remained at the mouth of
the river durmd the attack, determined to push up had we opened a way through
the barriers ; and it is very gratifying to me to bear testimony to the fnendly
feehng and assistance we derived from himself and Flag Officer Tatnall on that
da '
¥ After we had decided on abandoning the attempt to reach Pekin, Mr. Ward
considered himself bound to effect, if poss1b1e, the exchange of ratifications under
the provisions of the American Treaty. He had received no communication
since his arrival from the Imperial Government, but he addressed a letter to the
Governor-General, expressing his wish to proceed to Pekin and exchange the
ratifications there. This letter he dispatched in his steamer to Peh-tang—ho, with -
his secretary and interpreter. 1 inclose a Memorandum, showing the Tnature of
the approach to Peh-tang-ho, and its defences.

I have heard indirectly that when the boat from the steamer approached the
shore, most of the villagers fled. 'With difficulty two men were found, to whom
. the object of the visit was explained and the letter delivered, on their undertaking
to forward it to the Governor-General, whose place of residence they would not
however, divulge. They at the same time urged the bearers to return, without
delay, to the boat, to avoid being attacked by the horsemen who were seen in
the neltrhbourhood It was fortunate that they did so; for they were chased by
the cavalr y, two. of whom pursued them into the water.

Soon after a junk came off with provisions, and a message frém the autho-
rity of the place to say that the letter had been forwarded, and that an answer -
' would be shortly received. On the 5th of July, Mr. Ward,mformed me that the .
Governor-General had appointed Friday, the 8th, for an interview at Peh tang-ho.
Having left on the 6th, I do not, as yet, know the result.

I do not think that the Chinese will make difficulties about exchangmg the
ratifications of the American Treaty. The conditions under which the American
Minister is alone entitled to visit the capital, contain nothing offensive to Chipese -
pride, or inconsistent with its claims of national superiority. The Treaty does .
not open the Yang-tze river, or any port to the north of Shanghae, nor does it
- give the right to travel in the interior of the country. It leaves also untouched

the important question of ‘transit duties. The true policy of the Chinese would
be, therefore, to receive Mr, Ward in a friendly manner, in the hopes of inducing’
hun to act as mediator.
‘Mr. Ward’s position is one of conSLderable rhﬁiculty ; nor do I 'see, after
our unsuccessful attempt at the Peiho, that any course was open save the one
“he has adopted. He has acted cordially and frankly in the spirit of his declara-
tions to me at Hong Kong; and it is a matter of satisfaction to me that his
concert ‘in our previous proceedings is-a strong argument in favour of the line
“ of conduct pursued by M. de Bourboulon and myself.
I have, &c.
(Signed) FREDERICK w. A BRUCE

Inclosure in No 11
Memorandum.

THE “ Toeywan ” left this anchorage on Wednesday morning, 29th J une,
about 11 o'clock, with the parties bearmo' a letter addressed by me to the
Governor-General of this province. After going north along the coast about
six miles, they discovered junks’ masts .over the land, and -upon approaching -
within. four miles of the coast, it then being high spring tide, and only ten feet
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water, and ‘able to find no other channel where there was deepen water they

_ °teered again to the northward, and went five miles farther north.

W here the junks were seen there was SUpposed to have been a small stream
of water. . This point was guarded by three forts, and there was a village in the
neighbourhood. 1t could’ not be approached. any nearver for want of water.

'Ahout five- miles north of the forts another vxllage was seen, to which the

“ Toeywan ” was ‘enabled to approach within a mile and a-half, having then
nine feet at half-tide.
I herethh attach a tlacmfr of the route of the “ Toeywan.”

No. 12.
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Bruce.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Office, September 26, 1859,
I'HAVE received and laid. before the Queen your despatches of the 30th

of Mav, Ist and.14th of June, and 5th, 13th, and 15th of July, the first three .

giving an account of your proceedings up to the time of your depalture from
Shanghae for the mouth of the Peiho, and the last three containing a report of
the events which occurred on your arrival off the Pelho and of your subsequent
return to Shanghae. ‘ ,

.The events of the first period are clear and free from all obscurity, and T
am happy to convey to you Her Majesty’s entire approval of your communica-
tions with the Chinese Commissioners, and of the firmness with which you

resisted their attempts to dissuade you from insisting upon the strict fulfilment

of the stipulations of the Treaty of Tien-tsin. That Treaty provided for the
exchange of ratifications at Pckin on a day not later than the 26th of June of
the present year, a time so nearly at hand as not to admit of any further delay.

~ *  You were enjoined by the instructions Olven{; u by the Earl of Malmesbury,

on your departare from England, to insist upon being received at Pekin, and to
refuse o exchange ratifications ut any other place. You were further informed
that it might be advisable before your departure from Shanghae to send an
intimation to Pekin of your approach, and to request that suitable arrangements
might be made for your honourable reception at the mouth of the Pexho and at
Tien-tsin, and for your journey from that place to Pekin. You were informed
that the Admiral in command of Hér Majesty’s naval forces in China had been
directed to send up with you to- the: mouth of the Peiho a sufficient nayal
force, and you were instructed that unless any unforeseen circumstances should -
appear to make another arrangement more advisable, it would seem desirable
that. you should reach Tien-tsin in a British ship of war.

. Your conduet, therefore, in insisting upon - ‘being received at Pekin and in
proceeding to the mouth of the’ Pelho, was in strict eonformity with your,
instractjons. . Upon arriving at the mouth of the Peiho you were placed in
circumstances of great dlﬁ‘iculty in selecting the course you were to pursue, you

‘were obliged to found that course mainly upon presumptive evidence.

In these circumstances you had to weigh contingencies upon which no safe
calculation could be made.” I can only say, therefore, that Her Majesty’s .

. Government,” without being able in the present state of their information, to

judge precisely what measures it might have been most advisable for you to
adopt at the inoment, see nothing in the decision that you took to diminish the

“confidence which they repose in you.

Her Majesty ‘deeply regrets the loss of life which attended the O'allant

’ though unsuccessful efforts of the British and French forces to clear the passage

of the river. But Her Majesty has commanded preparations to be made which-

‘will enable her forces, in conjunction with those.of His Majesty the Emperor of
- the French, to support you in the executxon of the mstructlons which will be.

hereafter addwessed to you
Iam, &

(Slgned) J. RUSQELL
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No. 13.
Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Ma‘lmesbmy.—.—(Recefved September 27.) 4

(Extract.) - Shanghae, July 31, 1859..:

-1 HAVE the- honour to inclose copy of a letter addressed by Ho, the
Imperial Commissioner, t& M. de- Bourbolon, shortly after our return to this
place from the North. M. de Bourboulon has communicated the letter to me,
and replied, as we agreed, that we had forwarded an account of what passed to
our Governments, and that we could take no further step with reference to the
mission to Pekin until we received fresh instructions.

The letter, as your Lordshlp will observe, purports. to be from Ho alone,
and does not profess fo convey the sentiments of the Pekini Government on the
occurrences at the mouth of the Peiho. It mentions Peh-tang as the place to
which we ought to have gone, and as I can hardly suppose that the Commis-
- gioners were ignorant of the determination of the Chinese Government to
prevent our ascending the vsual channel, which is called, in one of the late
memorials published in the Pekin « Gazette,”  the highway to Pekin,” I infer
‘that the Commissioners in abstaining from naming Peh-fang in their letter to
. me of the 12th of June, were actuated by a wish to keep me in ignorance of its
intentions. In both my letters to them T had stated that I should proceed to
the city of Tien-tsin by ship, and in their final reply to me, their invitation to
the mouth of the river,. and their allusion to the bar, pmnted unequlvocally to
Takoo.

T ought to mention fhat by the former French Treaty, as well as by those
made last year, vessels of war coming with ‘pacific objects are entitled to enter

any Chinese port. It may, pelhaps, admit of a question whether under this
clause we could claim the right of going up to Tien-tsin, but there can be no
doubt that we were entitled undér it to cross the bar, and claim admittance to
Takoo -for provisions and water; and the Russians in their new Treaty hava
expressly stipulated that their Wmlster shall, if he wishes, proceed to Pekin by
" Takoo. Even the Americans have provided that their Minister may come to
the mouth of the Peiho, and call upon the authorities at that. place to prov1de
boats for him in which to continue Lis journey to the capital. These provisions’
- all point to the river as, the route to-Pekin, the only one of which we have any
. knowledge, and the one followed by all our previous Embassies. ~If the Chinese
had consented to our adopting it, they knew. that they could not have reduced
~ the number of our retinue by alleging the want of means of transport and of
accommodation—pretexts thev could make use of in a journey by land; and I
- attribute their elosing it to a determination to give to our mission to Pekm the
character, not of an Embassy of one equal State to another, implying a personal
' reception by the Sovereign,. and the recognition of diplomatic relations, but of .
‘a visit to the capital by an agent for the transaction of business, as conceded by
Treaty to the Americans, not to be repeated except for we1ghty reasons, and
with the consent of the -Chinese Government.. The important point. of the
recognition of international equality, and of the footing. on which .our future
relations are to be placed, are involved in the reception to be accorded to me on
this first occasion, and. I confess I think it would be better that the Minister
should not go to Pekin at all, than that he should do so on the terms indicated -
in the previous letters of Kwelhano' to me, and in the inclosed ]ette1 from Ho,

Inclosure i in No 13.

Governor-Geneml Ho to M. de Bour boulon
(Trans]atxon )

"HO, Tmperial Commissioner sup erintending the tlade at the ports, Guardian
of . the Cxown Prince (Titulary), President of the. Board of War, and Governor-
General of the Two Kiang, makes a communication.

‘The cortespondence which passed between your Excellency and myself in
¢ 4th moon, when you came from' Europe (fit., the West), has long- made us
known to each othef. (We have not met, for) on your arrival at a subse-

“quent period in Sha,nghae, your Excel]ency at ‘once ploceeded towards Tien-tsin,
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‘The Imperial Commissionets, Kweiliang and his colleagues, also at once turned
homewards by land, and 1 did hope that the Treaties: would have been
exchanged, and the trade under the new regulations have ‘opened at an early
date. My anticipations have been disappointed : your Excellency and the
British Minister, Mr. Bruce, have come south again; Mr. Ward, the American
Minister, has, I understand, met the Goverror-General of Chib-li at Peh-tang,
in the Department of Tien-tsin. "Visits have been exchancred between them;
they are on the most friendly terms; and as soon: as the Impenal Commis-
sioners, Kweiliang and his colleagues, reach Pekin, the American Treaty will be
exchanged as’ stlpulated The faet is, that the British Minister, Mr. Bluce,.not
-being aware that Hang, the Governor-General of Chih-li, was waiting for him at
‘Peh-tang, went in at Takoo, which he should not have done. The consequence
-was, certainly without intention on elther side—an untoward accident, which
“ought not to have occurred.*

Kweiliang and his colleagues will by this time, I should say, have reached
the capital ; and your Excellency, it appears to me, would save time by praceed-
. -ing promptly to the seaboard (or to a port) of Tien-tsin, and exchanging your

.Treaty 51multaneously (with Me. Ward). The British Minister, Mr. Bruce, has

never been in correspondence with me in my individual capacity,t and as it
would not, consequently, be correct that I should address him on the present
occasion, it becomes my duty to request your Lxcellency to make him my best
~ apolovles, and with gentle words to persist in dissuading him} (from further
action or violence, assuring him that) were it possible for him_to accompany
you to the North he might dismiss all suspicion, and that Kweﬂla.ng and his
colleagues. will .be certain to treat him courteously at Peh-tang, in faithful
tulﬁlment of past engagements. The friendly understanding thenceforward
estabhshed pative and foreigner® alike, will be steeped in advantage.

The rectitude and intelligence of your Excellency and the British Minister,
Ml Bruce, have long been well known to me. On 1y side, the stralghtforward-.
‘pess of my’ character, and my regard for good faith and justice are, I imagine,
so far known to your: Excellency and Mr. Bruce that you will not Took on my
words as (or unsubstantiated).§ I write accordingly, that your Excel
lency when you have looked into the matter, may deliberate and take action.
Trusting that you will reply to me, I avail myself of the occasmn to wish you
daily enJoyment of peace and prosperity.

. A necessary communication addressed to his Excellency M. de Bourboulon

Hlen-fung, 9th year, 6th moon, 19th day (July  1859).

No. 14,
Lord J. Russell to Mr, Bruce

Sit, ' Foreign Office, October lO 1859..
THERE are no reasons for interrupting friendly relations with the Chmese '
al Shanvhae, Canton, and elsewhere.
.~ 'Preparations are being made both in this country and in France in order‘
that the Treaty of Tien-tsin may be fuliy carried into effect.

But it is to be hoped that when our conditions, and the extent of our
preparations, are kown to the Chinese Government, peacetul relations may be
"placed upon a permanent footing without further effusion of blood. x

: I am, &c.
(Signed) J 'RUSSELL.

'

The word sxgmfymg that Mr. Bruce was wrong in going in at Tskoo, does not make thls error
intentional of the reverse. The “untoward accident” is literally a’ shoot from the bamboo between
"the joints, where no shoot ought to show itself; the expression descrxbes ﬁguratwely any oceurrence

- at once abnormal and objectionable. : %,
F Ho has written to Mr. Bruce with Kwexhang and his colleagues, but neversingly,
1 M. de Bourboulon is to reiterate soft words, and to 1ecommend the separation (of combatants),.
- ‘or, the putting away (of wrath).
‘ § th as the fnilky way, misty thhout definite bounds, um'eal

T
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No. 15
Mr. Bruce to the Farl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 16)

-'(Exgract.) Sha.nghae, August 10, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of a letter ‘from Ho, Imperial Cow-
‘missioner- for the General Superintendence of Trade at the Ports, and: ot my
reply thereto.

He has probably been instructed to discover whether I would cons<znt to
go to the North, W.lﬂl the view of exchanging ‘the ratifications at Pekin ; and
the friendly expressions contained in M. de Bourboulon’s reply have induced
him to-make this second attempt. The referénce to Mr. Ward indicates pretty
clearly that we should be expected to conform to the treatment accorded to
him.

"All ‘we know of the proceedings of the American Minister 1s, that on the

20th of July he was to"land at Peh-tang-ho, with twenty persons, consisting of
his suite and officers of. the Awmerican sh]ps, whence they were to be conveyed
in the covered carts of the country to a point on the Peiho tiver, a few miles
below. Tien-tsin. They were to embark there in boats for Tung-chow. The

Americans seem to apprehend that there will be a difficulty as to the convey-
ance from Tung-chow to Pekin; they proposing sedan-chairs as the more
honourable mode of travelling, the Chinese advocating the covered carts without
springs.

; 1t appeals that the Russian Minister, General Ignatieff, succeeded in
reaching Pekin, and in exchanging the ratifications of the Russian Treaty
towards the end of May. The Govemor-Genelal of Eastern Siberia (Mouravieft),
in returning from Japan, has proceeded to the mouth of the Peiho, and sent
up despatches to Pekin, His object in proceeding to Ta-koo is not known.

- T have thought it advisable to take advantage of Ho's commission' being
confined to matters of trade, to decline entering with him into any dlscusswn‘
of the events that took place in the North, or answering bis -question as to a
renewed visit in that quarter. I think this will probab}y lead to an overture
from Pekin itself, or to the despatch of Commissioners here to propose some
terms of accommodation. By that time I shall have ascertained how Mr. Ward
has been received, and whether he has obtained a perscnal -interview with the-
Emperor, which he, in concert with M. de Bourboulon and myself, demanded
in the letter addressed by him to the Imperial Commissioners’ at Shanghae ;' a
demand which I could not waive on this occasion without putting myself ina
worse position than that occupled by Lord Macarfhey during his Embassy to
Chma ’

P.S.—1It appears that the Tinperial Comnussmners Kweiliang and Hwashana
reached Pekin on July 21, thirty-eight days after their depaltme from Shanghae,
though they stated ofﬁuaﬂy to Mr. W ard, before we left this place for the Peiho,
that themr Joulney would occupv more than two months.

Inclosure 1 in No. 15,

Governor-General Ho to 3[:'. Bruce,
(Translation.)

HO, Imperial Commissioner for the General Supemutendence of Trade at
the Ports, Guardian of the Fleir Apparent (Titulary), President of the Board of
War, Governor-General of the Two Kiang, makes & communjcation.

On hearing of his Excellency Mr. Bluces arrival from Europe in the
4th moon of this year, the Imperial Commissioner, with his. colleagues, Kwei,
Hwa, and Twau, leferrmﬂ to Lord Elgin's original engagement, lepaued to.
Shanghae. After Waltmv there a month wﬂ:hout meeting Mr., Bruce, the -
Commissioner was mformed that ‘his Excellency .had pxoceeded, in ¢ompany
with the French, Mlmster, M. de Bourboulon, to Tien-tsin.. At a late penod'
(hearing of ) the return (of the Ministers) to the South, he addressed a lefter to
M. de Boulboulon that he might communicate all particulars.to Mr. Bruce.
To this letter he has just recelved a reply, by which he learns that thcn‘ Excel-
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.lencies, Mr. Bruce as well as M. de Bourboulon, have every confidence in his
. the Commissioner’s desire for the lasting endurance of a good understanding.

"~ Evidence so complete of Mr. Bruce’s breadth of views, (the hopg it affords
that) there will now be no more trouble, that ~weapons will -be laid aside, and a -
good undelstandmo* estabhshed for evermore, is mostnngxatlfym0r to the Commu-
sioner.

.. Hewillat the same time be obliged to Mr. Bruce to inform- him- whether,
as the American Minister, Mr, Ward, has already gone up to Pekin to exchange
the ratifications of his Treaty. it will be in his Excellenty’s power to name a ddy ‘
for proceeding North with M. de Bourboulon, in- order that, should ‘it be, he -
may advise His Majesty the Emperor to that effect; and that be may write to
~ the Imperial Commissioners, Kwei, Hwa, and Twau, as. also to Hang, Governor-
General of Chih-li, to make all the necessary arrangements for the1r Excel-
lencies’ entrance into Pekin without mistake or confusion.

As in duty bound, the Commissioner addresses this letter to the B[lt,hh
Minister, that ‘when he shall have informed himself of its contents he may reply
thereto. . He avails himself of this occasion to wish his Excellency the compli-
- ments of the season.

A necessary communication addressed to Mr. Bruce, &c., &c
Hien-fung, 9th year, 7th moon, 3rdday (1st August, 18.)9)

Inclosure 2 in No. 15. -
. My. Bruce to Govemor-Genqral Ho.

THE -Undersigned, &c., &c., begs to acknowledge the receipt of a letter
dated 1st instant, from bis Excellency Ho, &c., &c., requesting to be informed if
the Undersigned is prepared to fix a day on which to proceed North with the
French Minister, for the purpose of exchanging ratifications of the. 'TTreaty
concluded last year.

- From his Excellency’s official title it would appeal that his function as -
Imperial Commissioner is the superintendence of trade at the ports; and upon
questions of trade the Undersigned can have no difficulty in correqponduw with
his Excellency.

As Governor-General of this jurisdiction, the Undersigned takes occasion to
~ draw his-Excellency’s attention to the late disturbances at Shanghae, in which
‘an unoffending Englishman was killed, and Mr. Lay and others severely wounded.

- Those events happened on the 29th July, and the perpetrators of the ‘outrage
have not yet been arrested.

The question which the Imperial Commissioner Ho, in his letter, has
addressed to the Undersigned, does not relate to trade, nor does the Undersigned-
conceive himself at liberty to correspond with his Excel]ency upon any matter
connected with the late proceedmgs of the Chinese Government in the N orth,

The Undersigned, &c.

' (Slgned) - FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.
- Shanghae, August 9, 1859,

o No. 18.
Acting Consul Winchester to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 16.)

Sir, . B ; -~ Cunton, August 22, 1859.
I HAVE the honom to forward eopy of 2 “despatch which I have this day
" addressed to’ Mr. Bruce, reporting on the deneral condition of affairs in this
port a,nd in the newhbourhood 4
' ' I have,. &c
‘ (Slcrned) CHARLES A. WINCHESTLR‘
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inclosufe 1 ia No. 16.
Actmg Consul Winchester to Mr, Bruce.

(Extract.) : - - Canton, August 22; 1859,

IT is with satisfaction I have the honour to report that uninterrupted qulet
and tranquillity have- prevailed to this date., We are indebted for this as much
to the strong desire existing on the part of the inhabitants of Canton for the
preservatjon. “of that integpal peace by which their' material interests have so
strikingly prospered during the last few months, as to the attitude which the
Provmcml Government ha.s maintained in its relations to foreigners.

This attitude, which, I doubt not, is, from pelsonal motwes, agreeable to
the high officers themselves, is the result of the instructions received from Pekin.,
The last were conveyed in the form of an edict, of which I inclose the Chinese
and translation. Looking at the tone of this document, in connexion with the
various considerations which render a pacific policy 1mmed1atelv desirable, and
with the spirit displayed by the Provincial Government in its acts generally, and -

~more particularly in the wide promulgation of the inclosed proclamation, I think
‘we may reasonably infer that the Imperial Government is anxious that the
chances of :an accoinmodation of its dlfhcultles with the Allied Powers, on such
terms as would suit its own views, shduld not be lmperllled by any hasty or
untoward outbreak in this neighbourhood.

Inclosure 2 in No. 16.

Imperial Edict.
(Translation.) - :

ON the 15th day of the 6th moon we had the honour to receive an Impenal
Edict as follows:

““ When the foreign’ ships opened fire at Tien-tsin, we directed Laou to be
infornied of the circumstances of the engagement. We have now heard from
Sin-ko-lin-sin, who reports that the English and French troops had all left on
the 12th instant; but two American ships remained at anchor at the north
mouth, waiting to proceed to Pekin to exchange Treaties. ‘ ‘

“ Permission to do this has been aheady ‘accorded; and, should the
English perchance repent, friendly relations with them even now ‘may be
‘restored.

‘ According to Laou’s last memorial, he was to have started.on the 17th of
the 5th moon to take up his post, and must have already reached Canton. Let.
‘him, then, carry on his Government smoothly, and keep the French and
English now there qulet and respectful as heretofore; not cause them to become
Subplcmth :

“Let this be conveyed to him for his mstructlon at the rate of 600 li -
(Anglice 200 miles) per diem.”

: In obedience to His i\/IaJestyb commands this lettel is dispatched.

1

Inclosure 3 in No. 16.

Imperial Edict.
(Translation.)

A CONSIDERABLE peri 1od has now elapsed thho ut any Memonal reacinnt, )
us, reporting the condition and aspect of affairs in Kwam -tung, and mtense in
consequence is.our anxiety on that head.

The British (Plenipotentiary) Bruce has brought his ships of war into our
(horthern) waters, without having had any interview with Kweiliang, to whom

*_he nerely addressed a communication to the effect that he was’ on his way to
“Tien-fsin to exchange the Treaty ratifications, On his arrival at the port of
‘Ta-koo, he was directed either to anchor outside the Lan-keang bar, and remain-
- there quietly until Kweiliang’s arrival at Tien-tsin for the tlansa(,tlon of business,

or to’ precede Kweiliang to' Tien-tsin by the - Peh-tang route, and take up ‘his
quarters for a time In thb oﬁlcml 10&&6,‘ lie, howevel , decidedly . refused to
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" comply with the directions, and said. ﬂnf he wished to do away with the various
works that had been constructed for the defence of our port. He then, on the
25th of the 5th month, without waiting for any arrangement to be made, broke
over the port barrier, and advancing with his steamers and boats quite close to
the forts, took the initiative in opening fire.. He further landed his foot companies
and provoked a collision (or challenged the occupants. of the forts.) Now, -
inasmuch as the nation in question not having as yet interchanged the ratifica-
tions was the first to set the Treaty at dlstance, Suno* Ko-hn-sm could not do
otherwise than meet the foe, and the conséquence was, that great numbers of the
enemy were slain, and twelve of their vessels destroyed. The British Commander-
in-chief, Admiral Hope, wounded by the falling of @ mast struck by a shot
from the forts, has been for some days back repairing the damages sustained
by his- ships,” cutside the Lan-keang bar ; and Sung Ko-lin=sin .is, of course, on
his side in readiness at his post (or, is in readiness to meet the Admlral whatever
course the latter may adopt).: o

© The nation in question has, on several occasions, been the first to ormmate
disturbances ; nevertheless, I, the Emperor, in my intercourse ‘with forelgn
States, must not be too severe (or my policy is an indulgent one). If, therefore,
the said country will; with repentant heart, await Kw eiliang’s arrival for the
exchange of" ratifications, the affair can be passed over, and recoutse to arms
prevented and staved.

" No. memorial ‘has yet been received from Laou reporting his ‘arrival at
Kwang-tung, to.which place he has been removed (from Kwang-si, in the capa-
city of Governor), holding also the seals of Governor-General. The particukars
of the Tien-tsin. engagement cannot, we think, be accurafely known at Kwang-
tung. If the people of the nation in questmn behave in the usual manner at
Ganton, and cause no. troubles, (Laou) must not take the initiative in’having
recourse to arms. The love of war displayed by the said country cannot be
considered a sufficient reason for the adoptlon of measures which would interfere
~with the trade of the merchants of various natiops, and injure them both in
-property and capital, and earnestly have I, the. Emperor, revolved these matters
Sinmymind!! :

Let - these commands be sent at the rate of 600 i per diem for (Laou’s)
information and guldance, Respect this!

In obedience to the Imperial command the orders are now.transmittgﬂ. |

No. 17.
Mr. Bruce to Lord J. Russell.—(keqeived October 30.)

My Lord, , Shanghae, September 2, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a letter from the

Imperial Commissioner Ho of the 13th ultimo, which I received after the
. departure of the last mail. It is the answer to my communication of the 9th
ultimo, copy of which was inclosed in my despatch of the 10th ultimo. .

Ho states in his letter that as the exchange of Treaties is really a question

of trade, he-is entitled to discuss it; thus showing that he, and those under-
“whose orders he acts, sll hold to the old principle of cons1dermg the relations
of China with foreign nations as purely commercial.

- As'to the late disturbances, the Commissioner sees 1hen prmclpal cause in
the acts of the foreigners, and ascribes the murder and the ‘assaults that were
committed, to mistakes of the excited -populace.. He then adds that he has gwen
orders for the apprehension .of the offeriders.

. These orders have led to no result, which I ascribe rather to the unwﬂlmg—
ness of the Chinése authorities, than to their inability to do justice in this matter;
for they have dlscovered several natwea cnmps, and have" summarily executed
them. ‘

S | therefore again addre:qed his Exoellencv Ho on the 28th ultlmo, to pomt '
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out to him that his instructions had not been carried out, and to express my.-
belief that the authorities were not acting fairly towards us..
T beg to inclose copy of my note for your Lordship's information.
I have, &ec.
(Swned) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.

.,Inclosﬁtjc 1 ‘in.l\"o. 17.

: ~ Commissioner Ho to Mr. Bruce,
(Translation.)

HO, Imperial Commissioner for the Supenntendence of Trade, Governor—
General of the Two Kiang, &e., makes a communication in reply. ‘ ‘

The Commissionér is in 1ece1pt of his Excellency the British Minister’s
TJetter of the 11th instant (9th of August), to the effect that he cannot well
reply to the Commissioner upon the subject of proceeding North to exchange
Treaties, as hie is Imperial Commissioner for the Superintendence of Trade.

It is for trade* that the Treaties are exchanged (or, the exchange of
Treaties is really a question of trade). When the Imperial Commissioners
Kwei, Hway Ming, and Twau, came to Shanghae last year, the Commissicner
was. assauated with them in all their conferences with the late British Minister:
Lord Elgin, and in all the Lmrespondence his, the Commissioner’s, name and
title appears.  So, too, in the letters received from Mr. Bruce, on his arrival at
Shanghae, does the Commissioner’s name and title appear,t which shows that
he is, be}ond doubt, a competent authority on the subject of exchanomg the
Treaties.

As regards the tumult among the Chinese at Shanghae, on the 30th of the
'6th moon (29th of July), the forcible abduction of Chinese. by foreigners, and
their exportation beyond sea, had excited general indignation. The simple
people knew not to what nation the kidnappers belonged, nelther was it in their
power to distinguish the foreigners of different nations one from the other.
Hence the assault and marder of one man, and the. injuries inflicted on the
Tnspector-General Lay.  The French Consul br ought the vessel loaded with men
back into port, and in concert with the Intendant of the Su- Sung-Tat circuit,
instituted inquiries which showed that ‘the ship was French, and loaded for
foreign parts by a Spaniard. Such being the facts, a fray having been caused
by the'lreatv being thus broken, the merits of the question are very plain. * The
. assault on Mr. Lay and the murder of the foreigner, were committed by mistake,
- but although the Chinese who did these acts did them not wilfully, they ave still -
-liable to punishment. The Commissioner finds that by the. law of China, the
persons guilty of killing the wrong man in a quarrel, or of wrongfully wounding
~ any one standing by, are all liable to be seized, tried, and punished. The: popular '
mind is, however, ‘still excited, bacause there are st111 people ‘who have been
kldnapped unrecovered. The Commissioner has given positive orders to the
Intendant to place himself in communication with “the’ military anthorities, and
to issue instructions to the civilians of the districts in his J\msdxc’uon, also to
write to the different Consuls, that on either side due restraint may be exercised
(or that native and foreigner may be controlled) ; on the one hand, the kidnapped
men recovered, on the other, the parties guilty of murderous violence arrested
and punished, ‘each according to his deserts; to the pacification of feuds, and
the manifestation of justice; of all which Mr. Bruce, residing as he does at
Shanghae, so near (the scene of action), cannot fail to be exactly informed.

Tle Commissioner thercfore rephes availing himseélf of the opportumtv to -
wish that his Execllency may enjoy the blessings of the s&ason,

. A necessary commumcatxon addressed to- the Hooourab]e Mr. Bruce,
: &c., &e.
Hnen-fung, 9th’ year, 7th moon, 15th day (August 13, ]859)

»

#-1 bellevc the passage to be a'simple declaration of the view of fotengn veiations to which China

.. desires to adhere to. ~ So in the Commissioner’s despatch of the 28th May, Ho is put forward as the
’ olﬁcel tor re%p(mdenré with whom will conduce to the mamtonance of a good understanding. . In both
metance~ the provision of Article V of the new Treaty is I think. pnrposely, ignored. }he:e is to be
1o such thing as diplomatie intercourse. -~T."'W. '
1 This statement is simply untrue. Tu accor ‘lance ‘with the spxnt of Alhcle V, Mr. Bruce's:
letter was-adidressed to the Clief Secretary of State] Kweiliang, alone—-l‘ w. ’

)
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Inclosure 2 in No: 17.
Mr. Bruce to Commissiéner Ho

Shanghae, August 28, 1859

_ THE Undersigned, &c., had the honour to receive, on the 13th instant, the
reply of his Excellency Ho, Impenal Commlsswner for the Supermtendence of
Trade, &e., to his letter of the 9th instant.

His Excellency informs the ‘Undersigned of the steps he had instructed the
local authorities to take for the detection and punishment of the persons who
murdered one British subjegt and-assaulted several others, on the 29th ultimo.
His Excellency farther remarks, that the Undersigned, being resident at *Shang-
hae, is in a position to know that such is the case.

. No measure taken could, indeed, escape the notice of the Under31gned and
he is concerned to be obliged to observe, not only that the parties guilty of the
murder and assault committed one month ago have not been arrested, but that
no bond fide effort has been made to discover them. A reward, mdeed has been
offered, but this attracts very little attention. The Undersigned is sufficiently
acquamted with the workmg of the police system in China to be batisfied that,
had the authorities been in earnest, the guilty might with ease have been

-detected. On the other hand, although the authorities, zealously assisted in
every investigation they have suggested by the foreign Consuls, have utterly
failed to establish a single case of kidnapping against foreigners, they have
abstained from all attempt to disabuse the people of their false impression, or to
contradict ‘these reports, which, if not entirely unfounded, are, at all events,
_grossly exaggerated. - On the contrary, day after day notifications have been
1ssued, osteusibly to quiet the public mind, but in reality calculated to excite it
against foreigners, by the announcement which invariably heads these notices,
that the late disturbance was solely due to the forcible abductlon of Chinese by
foreign agents. »

With reference to his Excellency’s remark, that the letters of the Under-
swned on his arrival at Shanghae, were addressed to his Excellency in common
with his colleagues, the Undersigned begs to assure him that his letters of the
8th and 11th June—Jetters to which his Excellency refers—were all to the
address of the Senior Chief Secretary of State, Kwelhang, alone.

. The Undersigned, &ec.
(Signed) .~ FREDERICK W. A, BRUCE.

No 18.
Mz, Bme to Lord J Russell,—(Received October 30.)

(Extract) Shanghae, September 3, 1859.

MR. WARD, tlie American Mlmster, returned here on the 21st August
“and 1 inclose .an account, published by the American officers who accompanied
him, of the principal incidents that marked his journey, and of the treatment .
the Mission experienced during the fifteen days they spent at Pekin. .

"The perusal of this account shows that the Chinese Government are still
far from recognizing or respecting the rights of foreign Envoeys; that, whatever
they may have apparently conceded on paper, they practlcally 1efuse to admit
3 dlplomatm intercourse on a footing of nationmal equality, and that a visit to the
capital is only acceptable if it can be converted into a means of flattering the
pride aad acknowledging the superiority of the Emperor of China. '

No purely paclﬁc “Vhsswn could have proceeded to Pekin under more
favourable circumstances' than that.of Mr. Ward., Fear of the consequences
‘that ay ensue.from the collision at the mouth of the Tien-tsin. -river, the favout-
able opportunity of establishing a precedent for the personal interview with the -
Empercr by negotiations ‘conducted with an isolated Envoy, unsupported by
- force, and the welght such a reception would have given to their remonstrances
against the conduct of M. de Bourboulon and mvself as ‘harsh and overbearing,
all concurred in pointing out the expedieflcy of a friendly 'and honourable’ recepy '
tion ‘being accorded to the Amenccm Mission. ,So far from- this bemcr the case,

H
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a comparison thh what touk place on the occasion of pieuoub British Embassies
to China will prove that the position of the American Envoy has been markedly
inferior ; ' that there was a studied intenticn of making the visit so physically
exhausting by the mode of conveyance adopted, and so morally irksome by the
eurvelllance ‘and restrictions imposed, as to render its renewal improbable; and
that, when Mr. Ward’s firmness disappointed the Chinese Government in its.
hopes of extorting concessions from him on the question of ceremonial, .they
crowned their 1nsultmg conduct by requiring him to ‘return and exchange the
Treaties at Peh-tang, he having been invited by an Imperial Decree to perform-
this ceremony at’ Pekin. Mr, Ward has informed me that he returns more
convinced than ever of the soundness of our determination to proceed to Tien-
‘tsin under our own flags, and of the accuracy of the information we obtained at
Shanghae, as to the unreasonableness of the. Court, and the influence gained by
the anti-foreign party in the Emperor’s counsels. His opinion is, that unless

‘thoroughly enlightened as to the hopelessness of resistance, the Imperial Govern-
ment will not consent to the, establishment of relations on the footing I am
instructed to demand that they should be placed. He describes as _remarkable

-the contrast between the tone of confidence at Pekin and the ‘alarm of the
authorities on the coast as to the consequences of the late collision. .

- To proceed with the account of Mr. Ward’s visit, I may remind 30ur
Lordsh.p that after sorne delay Hang-fuh, the Governor- Geneml of Chili, wrote
to him, stating that'he 1 ad received the Emperor’s decree authorizing Mr, Ward
to proceed, after the. 19th July, by way of Peh-tang, to the capital, there to-
await the coming of the Imperial Commissioners, on whose arrival the ratifica-
tions were to be’ exchan‘red ‘

' On the strength of this invitation Mr. Ward: dlsembaxked at Peh-tang on
the 20th, and was informed that he was to make the journey to a point ten miles
above Tien-tsin, in one of the covered vehicles of the country. These carriages
are drawn by a nmle, sometimes coupled with a horse, sometimes with a donkey.
They have no springs, the body resting on the axle-tree, and no aperture for the
admission of air; and Mr. Ward described the suffering and exhaustion’ of this
mode of travelling as intense. In fact, no one but a person in robust health
could support such a journey.

In a country where every detail of life is a matter of preclbe regulation, the
conveyance in which a traveller is carried indicates his rank and posmon in the
eyes of the population, Your Lordship will see by the inclosed extract from
Staunton’s account of Lord Macartney’s Embassy, ‘that of the three modes of
travelling by chair, on horseback, and in carriages, the last is the least honour--
able. Lord Macartney himself, and the three principal members of his suite,
travelled in chairs from Tung-chow to Pekin, the other gentlemen on horseback
‘with the mandarins, and the servants and privates of his English escort in
covered carts or waggons. Chairs were similarly provided for the acettamoda-
tion of Lord Amherst’s. Embassy on their return to Tung-chow, even after hlS ..
.abrupt and angry dismissal by the Emperor.

The object of the Chinese authorities in proposing this conveyance t0'
Mr, Ward, was to lower him and his nation in the eyes of the natives-—a result
both agreeable to the personal vanity of the high provincial authorities, and
cgnsistent with Chinese policy. T have litle doubt that Mr. Ward wonld have
refused to aceept this accommodation, had the intent of the Chinese in proposing
it being properly explained. But iy such matters a Minister freshly arrived from
the \Veet is entirely in the hands of those who have made the language and
customs of China. a study. It may be true, as bas been asserted, that these
gentlemen are sometimes unnecessarily touchy on points of etiquette, but their
exclusive edacation pr oduces in other instances an exactly opposite effect, and
inclines them rather to consult Chinese preJudlces than to insist on what their
own national dignity requires. .

On leaving the river at Tung-chow, ‘conveyances of the same kind were
supplied, and the road being paved with granite slabs, and completely out of
repair; the jolting became so intolerable that Mr. Ward was at length obliged to
descend and commence walking under a burning sun; horses having been refused
him for the performance of this part of.the journey., .On this the (;hmese officer
in command of the escort dismounted, and lent him'his.own borse, but resumed
it on approaching Pckin, which Mr. AWard accordingly entered in the carriage.
I have seen a letter clddlébbed to thc Roman Lathohc missionaries on the effoct
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produced by his entry on the crowds of Chinese collected to witness it. The
letter describes the cortége as being so modest that the Chinese did not belxeve
that the American Minister could be' there. < Humlhme intravit,” are the
Latin words by which the entry itself is, described.. . :

He was ‘lodged .in a spacious building called ‘the “ Prince’s Palace,” to
prepare which for his reception Mr. Ward was told a large sum had been issuéd,
though it did not appear to him that the money could have gone to its le«rltlmate
destination. A number of soldiers or police were placed round it as a Tnark of
honoar ; but it soon appeared as much for the purpose of keeping the residents
in, as of 'keeping the curious and impertinent out. Mr. Ward himself was
stopped on attempting to go into the street, and it was only by threatening
not to proceed to businéss that he obtained leave for the members of his
Mission to go out on foot. =His application for horses and guides, to enable
them to ride and find their way about the city, was flatly refused. A  foreigner in
Pekin allowed to go out on foot, but deprived of horses and guides, is a prisoner
in everything but the name. The Chinese authorities hanO' discovered that the
- Chinese steward (““ comprador ’) had obtained for the Ameucans some paper-
fans; on which a plan of the city is printed, threatened him with death in the
event of his buying anything for then without their knowledge and permission.

‘When remonstrated with on this restraint, the Chinese said that as soon as
business was concluded the Americans should be allowed to go about freely ;
but it seems that the restriction was applied not ounly as a means of pressure to
-induce the Americans to be pliant on the ceremony of presentation, but also to
keep them from any communication with the Russian Mission. A Russian
" officer is said to have attempted to force his way into their residence, but with-
out success, and even a letter was detained for six days before it was delivered.
In the meantime every effort was made, by alternate coaxing and @ngry remon-
strance, to obtain Mr. Ward’s assent to an interview w1th the Emperor. The
hope - of inducing him to agree to a ceremony, differing sufficiently from
that performed by foreign Envoys towards European Sovereigns to imply the
recognition of a certain superiority in the Ewmperor of China, was, I have no
doubt, the motive that determined the Chinese Government to admit him to
Pekm For disappointed in this hope by Mr. Ward’s firmness, Kweiliang,
disregardin tg entirely the fact that Mr. Ward had come up to Pekin in con-
sequence of the Emperor’s inviting him' to exchange ratifications there, wrote to
‘Mr. Ward to ask why he had come to Pekin, as he had resolved to adhere
so obstinately to his own opinion.

In his reply, Mr. Ward quoted the invitation he had received, and referred
to his being charged with a letter from the President to the Emperor of China.
The Chinese Government, which persists in considering the engagements it
enters into with commermal nations as affairs of trade, to be arranged by the
Commissioner appointed to superintend the open ports, not as falling within the
attributions of the Imperial Cabinet, laid hold of the pretext afforded by
Mr. Ward’s allusion to the Presxdentlal letter, to treat it as the sole cause of
the ‘visit to Pekin. They declined, however, to accept it, unless Mr. Ward
declared previously in writing that his refusal to perform the required ceremony
originated in no want of respect either on his part or on that.of the Pr esudent
towards the Emperor '

Having written a despatch to that effect, Mr. Ward was mformed by an’
Jmpérial Decree that ‘‘the language of his letters being respectful,” he was
authorized to present it to Kweiliang and his colleagues As regards the
exchange of the Treaty, he was told that he ought properly to return to Shanghae,
and exchange it there: still, in consideration of his long voyage, the seal was to
be appende% te it, and Hung—fuh the Governor-General of Chih-li, will deliver
it in exchange. , Mr. Ward was then' veconducted to Peh-tang, the point whence
he had started, and the ceremony of exchanging ratifications was performed by
Hung. Your Lordship will recollect that when it suited their purpose to delay
us at Shanghae Kweiliang stated it that he and his colleagues were the only -
persons by whom the exchange of ratifications could be effected. . -

The Chinese Government in this Decree, which has since been published in
the « Pekin Gazette,” state, for the first time, that there was a deliberate inten-
tion on their part not to allow me to ascend the river, and that Takoo was
- fortified by the Emperor’s orders. They affirm that this decision was communi-
cated to the foreign Envoys by Kwelhancr and Hwashana at Shanghae, and that

I



50

they were told they must go round by Peh-tang These assertlons are dlstmctly
contrary to the truth, theugh I think it not improbable that the Commissioners
may have represented the matter in this light to the Emperor. Neither in the
letters that passed between the Commissioners and the Envoys, nor during the
interviews Mr. Ward had with them, was a word said of defences at Takoo, nor
was any allusion made to Peh-tang, a place of which we.knew nothing until
Mr. Ward landed there in July, and which Flag-Officer Tatnall assures me is
" not a branch of the Tien-tsin river at all. As fo our firing first, it is contra*

dieted by a memorial of Sung Ko-lin-sin which is in circulation, though it has

not been officially published, and which states distinctly that his men could not

be restrained from firing when they saw the gun-boats removing the stakes.

Another incident took place during the interview between Mr. Ward and
the Governor-General, .which deserves to be’ mentioned : “ your Lordship may
recollect that that Mr. Ward, the day before the attempt was made to ascend the
. Peiho, steamed over the bar with the intention of advancmv to the barriers, of
claiming a passage through them, and of taking part in any “conflict that might

- ensue, should the Chinese fire upon him. He was prevented from making the
attempt by his steamer running aground below the stakes, and he therefore sent
a boat to demand permission t0 go up the river. On nearing the jeity, a
Tartar of distinguished appearance came down to meet it; but when Mr. Ward’s
_card was handed to_him, he refused to receive it, saying that he served in the |
rmhtla, but that his rank was tog low to enable him to receive the card of a

- Minister.

While Mr. Ward was engaged in his formal interview with the Governm-
General, this same person entered abruptly, and took part for a few minutes in
the conversation without invitation, and without showing any of those marks of
deference with which a Governor-General is usually approached. Whether he
be Sung Ko-lin-sin, as some of the Americans surmise, or not, no doubt exists

" in the minds of those who saw him that he is g man of considerable military
rank, and held high command in the Takoo forts at the time when the Chinese
asserted that there was no officer present.

T beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to Mr. Ward's observation on the
tone of confidence prevailing at Pekin. The popular idea of the English among
~ these ignorant men of the North is, that. we are a seafaring people, living on
barren rocks and only formidable at sea. Having kept us out of the river, they
think themselves safe i in the North from the only description of attack they have .
to fear, and the old tone of arrogance and patronising superiority became more
- and more pronounced as the Mission advanced further inland. Even Kweiliang
and his colleagues, who can-hardly share these illusions, adopted a curt manner
and imperious tone, very different from the courteous and deprecating language
they used at Shanghae.

The occupation of Canton seems to have lost much of its influence ; as one
of the high officers, in talking to Mr. Ward, spoke of Canton in the tobe of a
man who had quite made up his mind to its bemg finally lost, to the Empire.

In conclusion, T think if Her Majesty’s Government decide on requiring
satisfaction for the late events in the North, advantage ought to be taken to
send an expedition calculated to disabuse ‘the Emperor as to the power and
regources of England, and to make a strong and durable impression.

The account ‘given by the American officers, and by a sailor of the
“ Highflyer,” whom they rescued from captivity, leads me to doubt the fact of

' there having been foreigners among them, or any other arms than those usually
employed by Chinese. There were considerable bodies of Mongols ar med
with- matchlocks- and bows and arrows, and mounted on small 1nd1ﬁ'erent
horses.

The land force ought to be -sufficient to take the forts, and to advance
supported by the gun-boats, on Tien-tsin, which there is reason to believe has
been strengthened.

The more manifest our superiority the shorter will be the contest, and the
-more inclined will be the Emperor to abandon those pretensions of superiority- *
which form ‘the real obstacle to amicable relations with the Government and
people of China.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 18.
Supplement to the « North China Herald ” of August 22, 1859.

ReturN oF THE AMericaN MinvisTeEr aND Suite rroMm Pekin.—The
United States’ steam-frigate . Powhatan,” Flag Officer -Josiah 'I'attnall and
. Captain G: F. Pearson commanding, and having on board his Excelléncy John
E. Ward United States’ Minister,” has just arrived from the Peiho,. after a
passage of three and a half days. From her officers we learn the followmg
items of news :— ‘

On’ the 16th ultimo, while the Powhatan” was anchored off Peh- -tang,
there arrived an Imperial Edict, ordering that the American Minister and suite
of twenty should be escorted with all honom to Pekin, and that they should
leave Peh tang upon any day after the 19th. This edict was in answer to a
commumcatlon from the American Minister, informing the authorities that he
was present, and ready to exchange his hﬂatv at any time aid place which the3

might appoint.

Shortly before the arrival of this Edict, the smoke of a steamer was
dlacovered tp the southward-and-eastward,. which proved to be the Russian
paddie-wheel “ America,” having on board his Excellency- Count Mouravieff,
the Governor-General -of Slberla, travelling incog. She anchored near the
“Powhatan,” and upon the 21st sent a courier to Pekin with communijcations
for the Resident Minister.

Upon the 17th & Russian gun-boat also arrived, reporting that several others
. were to follow ; but these did not make their appearance, -

‘On the morning of the 20th Mr. Ward and suite Tanded at Peh-tang, where
they were received by the escort, and conducted .to Pekin with every show of
respect. ‘They first travelled forty-five miles across the country in covered carts,
striking the Peiho at a village called Pei- tsang, some ten miles above Tien-tsin,
.and thence proceeded in junks to Tung-chow, distant twelve miles from Pckm,
of which it i1s the port.  There they again tool carts to the capital.

The entire trip occupied eight days and a-half, five of which were passed
upon the river. They passed not less than six or emht barriers between Pei-
- tsang and Tuug- chow, none of them, however, bemg in repair, or backed by
forts. The boatmen said that they werc partly to stop the English, and partly
to.afford shelter to junks when the ice was breaking up.
~ “The Legation remained in Pekin fifteen days, durlnfr which time thev were
confined to theie querters ; not, however, as prisoners, \foz they were at liberty
at any moment to walk out, but the Commissioners refused thé use of horses
and Zuides, leaving it optional with Mr. Ward to grant permission to walk out
‘or not, as he saw-fit. They would, doubtless, hov.evor have closed the gates
entwelv had not that genthnan taken a firm stand at the ver y first interview,
informing Kweiliang that as soon as his movements should be at all restricted he
should (‘Imﬁ all intercourse, and demand his return escort.

- It seems that the Emperor was very anxious to see Mr. Ward, but that he
'ﬂao mested'upon his performing the “ ko-tow,” which, being against the prin-
ciples of his Excellency, was positively refused.. The result of this was, that
“upon the fourteenth’ day of theiv.stay it was finally concluded to receive the
- President’s letter at Pekin, and to send his Excellency back to Peh-tang to
exchange the Treaty ; and the next day they returned accordingly.

During their stay in Pekin they saw nothieg of the Russians, but
received several letters from them. 'The first of- these was six days going
from one end of the city to the othex, having evidently been -detained by the
authorities. PR -
' Arrived at Peh-tang on the 16th the Treaties were exchanged, and an
English prisoner named John Powcnl given up. This man, who was an ordinary
seaman ou. board the « Highflyer,? and who, with a- sap')el bv the name of
Thomas MeQueen, had been captured on the 25th June, feating for his life, had
ploc*anved himself to be an American. The Chinese informed Mr. Ward of
this, and intimated their readiness to give him up as'an American, if ke would
demand him. This, however, the latter could not do, as he had been taken .
- fighting under the flag of Another nation. Anxious, however, to serve the poor
. fellow, he intimated %o them that it would be a great personal favour if they

'would turn hlm over, and as suoh it was done. He is now on board of. the
' : : : 1 2
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““ Powhatan.” Of the Sapper nothing more is known than that he was wounded
in the arm, was doing well, and is still a prisoner. ”

The Chinese seemed generally anxious to Know What‘ the English would do
next year.

Inclosure 2 in No. 18;

‘ ‘
Extract from Sir G. Staunton’s “ Authentic Account of an Embassy from the King
: ~ of Great Britain to the Emperor of China.” :

THE Embassador and threé gentlemen of his suite travelled in sedan-chairs,
which are the usual vehicles for persons of high rank in China, even in long
journeys. The other gentlemen were on horseback, as were all the mandarins : .
- the principal among the latter rode near the chair of the Embassador. The
Chinese soldiers were on foot, and cleared the way. The servants and privates
of his Excellency’s guard were in rough carriages or waggons.

Inizlosure 3 in No. 18.
- Imperial Decree.

ON the 11th of the ¥th moon of the 9th year of Hien-fung (9th August,

1859), the Inner Counteil had the honour to receive the following Decree :— -
' “ Last year the ships of the Yang-kih-li (English) nation sailed into the
port of Tien-tsin, and opened a fire upon our troops. We accordingly instructed
the Khorchin Prince Sung Ko-lin-sin to fortify Takoo well, and the (Envoys™ of
the) different nations coming up to txchange Treaties on this occasion, were
told by Kweiliang and Hwashana at Shapghae, that Takoo was so fortified
_(or, was placed on the defensive), and that they must go round by the port of
Peh-tang. The Englishman Bruce, notwithstanding, when he came to (the shore
of ) Tien-tsin* in the 5th moon did not abide by his original understanding with
Kweiliang and his celleague, but actually forced his way into the port of Takoo,
destroying cur defensive apparatus. On the 24th of the 5th moon (24th June),
though his vessels came up,as far as Ki-k’ou Tan, and . blew up the chains (that
bound the booms) with shell, our troops still did not fight. On the 25th, ten
‘steamers and more pulled up more than ‘ten of the iron pasts (with which the
river was staked), and all hoisted red flags, (in token of) a determination to fight.
The Governor-General of Chih-li, Hang-fuh, sent out a letter from the Intendant
of Tien-tsin, but the English would not receive if at all, and at last had the
audacity to commence bombarding the forts. Our troops on this returned the
fire, sunk several of their vessels, and killed several hundred of their Infantry as -
they were landing. . . o

“ The English troops have thus really brought this defeat upon themselves:
there has been no breach of faith whatseever on the part of China. '

‘ Meanwhile the American Envoy, John Ward, did abide by his engage-
ment-with Kweiliang and colleague ; sailed to the port of Peb-tang, and begged -
for permission to go up to the capital to present a letter from his Government, -
We accordingly authorized his admission into Pekin to present it, and having
this day perused the letters addressed by the American Envoy, John Ward, to .
Kweiliang and Hwashana, and laid béfore us by those Ministers, we find their
‘language so respectful, the true-heartedness that has prompted them such, that
we have authorized the Enivoy in'question to present the letter he is charged
‘with from his Government to Kweiliang and his colleague, whom we have sent
to receive it. : ' S

¢ As regards,the - exchange of his Treaty, he ought properly to return to

~ Shanghae and exchange it there, but in consideration of thé long voyage he has
made, we (are pleased) specially to authorise that the .seal be appended to the

-Treaty, and that it be delivered to Hang-fuh to hand it in exchange (for another
copy) to the aforesaid Envoy, that from the date of ‘the exchange there.may be

peace and commerce for evermore. Thus do we manifest our great desire to

* Iat., to Tsin, short for Tien-tsin, that is, Tien-tsin Fu, the Department 50 named*



show a nursmg tenderness to the men from "sfar, and our appreciation of good
faith and right principle.
“ Let Kwelhang and Hwashana 51gn1fy this our pleasure to the Envoy John
Ward for his information. :
- % Respect this!”

Inclosure 4 in No. 18.

‘Translation of a paper, purporting to be an Imperial Decree of the 5th Jul),
1859, forwarded by Mr. Parkes, from Canton. A copy has since been
veceived at Shanghae from Soo-chow. It has not yet beet published in the.
‘Pekin Gazette.” .

'ON the 6th of the 6th moon of ‘the 9th year of Hien-fung (July'5, 1859),
was received the following Decree :—

" *In asecond Memorial this day presented by Sung Ko-lin-sin and Tsai-hang,*
they urge upon us that; whereas the English barbarians have revolted from their
allegiance, ahd the French barbarians, having allied themselves with them, have
abetted their wickedness, the crime of both together is such that death were not
a sufficient punishment, and that advantage ought to be taken of the present

“opportunity to assert our dignity, and to draw i in the rein with such sevemty as -
effectually to check their perversity and truculence.
“ Since the 21st year of Tau- kwang (1841), these barbarians have bben'
constantly seekmg quarrels, again and again have they set at naught the
dignity of Heaven.t His late MaJEti, canomzed as ‘the Perfect,’ could not for
a]l this, endure—such was the mothe@y tenderness he felt for those from afar—
‘to deal with their transoqeﬁswn in strict accordance with the law. Nay, he
permitted them to trade at five ports,’and he issued money from his trcasury to
soothe and console them. The bounty in which the outer nations were thus
steeped was not inconsiderable. Had they had any conscience at all, they
would doubtless have been impressed with a sense of gratitude for His Majesty’s
Imperial benevolence, would, in peace, have pursued thelr callings, labouring for
a livelihood, and had any cause of dissatisfaction while they were so enfrafred
“arisen, there would have been no objection to their discussion and arlanvement
of any case, as it preSented itself, with the local authorities. Whence, then this
wilfulness, this ferocious beaung, this constant boasting of their prowess in
war ? They" have been a virulent poison to our people; they have riotously
invaded our borders; in the intolerable atrocitics of every kind they have
~ committed they have shown the extreme of ingratitude. Were we to put our
forces ih movement, what would prevent the immediate extermination of these
- fantoccini 2 Still, we bear in ming that it was by philanthropy and uprlohtness
that our ancestors established their wide dominion; that with liberality and
mildness they soothed and. comforted the savage natlons ; that for several
centuries no_soldier has been lightly moved, not a*ration has_ Dbeen. vainly
expended ; and so the four barbarian races, as universally a3 the' natives of the
Empire, have looked up to the canonized ones, extolling their extreme philan-
thropy, the virtue with which they have silently] maintained the living multi-
tude. Should, therefore. the barbarian -chiefs change their faces, and renew
themselves, making faithful tender of peaceful submxssxon forasmuch as with
our vast estate we have inherited the counsels of our anCestoxs§ in respectful
accordance therewith we shall of a surety not bear too hardly upon any man;
but, if they continue froward, dnd repeat demands ,they have no right to make,
then shall we at that moment angihilate them ; not a sprout, we vow, shall be
allowed to remain.
“The loyalty and courage of the Princes, whose memorlal is before us, are.
-commendable indeed, nor, assuredly, would it be easy to find amongst our

Mlmsters and Serva,nts in the oapltal or Wlthout it, zeal such as thelrs for the
L

One of the 1mmed1ate kin of the Impernl f'amxly The Mien are the oreuelahon of the Iate .
Emperor the present generation are sumamed Yih: the generation below them T sai, according to a
law. regulating these matters.

' 4 Heaven, the Celestial T Timpire, Chiria.
$ As the power of the Creator in the operations of nature.
§ . Their traditionary policy: -
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policy of the State and the well-being of the people. We are hlghly gratified
. and delighted. But as regards (the measures they propose for) the eﬂ"ectual
checking (of the barbarians) by a severe tightening of the rein, we are Satisfied
“that it would not be right to take the 1n1t1at1ve in.an act of violence (literally
~wrong). We commfmd therefore, that action be not taken on this memorial,
and that it bg returned.
¢ Respect this 1”

*No. 19.-
Mr. Bruce to Lord J. Russell —-(Recewed November 10.) -

(Extract.) : Shanghae, September 20, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose translation of a Decree published in the
“ Pekin Gazette,” bestowing posthumous honours on those who fell at Takoo,
and stating that the rebelhous English have received a lesson which w1ll deter
them from provoking the martial dlgmty of China in future.

*
Inclosure in No. 19.
Eztract from the “ Pekin Gagette.”

THE paper of most 1nte1est to us is an Imperial Decree’ pl'mted ih the latest
“Gazette.” It must have been issued in June:—

' ¢ Sung Ko-lin-sin and his colleagues have plesented their report of certain
details of %e (late)-action, as ascertained by them en inquiry to be true.

“On the 25th of the moon the vessels of the E nglish barbarians, who
would .pay no attention td the reasonable commands issued to them, forced their
way into the river, and opened a fire on our froops, which the latter returned.
The barbarian vessels, though dinjured, would not withdraw, and continued ‘the
action with their infantry, until the forces of Government had killed several
handreds, and had taken two of them alive. - The rest+hen fled and slunk back.
to their ships. The barbaiians’ vessels that entered the river were thirteen in
all,’and but one escaped across the bar ; the gest had suffeped such damage from
the fire that they were unserviceable. The barbarian leader Li (?) was also so
severely wounded in the thigh that he could not move. ‘

“ The English barbarians, violent, rebellious, and unreasonable as they are,
hfwe on th becasion received such a chastisement as will not fail to make them
" ‘aware of the danger (lit., dlﬂlculfv) of offending the military dignity of China.
"The officers and nlen, who with 2 common purpose and united strength achieved
- this great victory, have certainly shown a more than ordinary courage, and we
.command Sung Ko-lin-sin to ascertain the names of all who exerted themselves on -
the occaswn, and to recommend them to our favourable consideratian. We, at
the same 'time, authome hlm to distribute among ‘them 5,000 taels, Whmh he
- may takd from the subscriptiofl fund. Shih Tung-chun, Commander-m-chief of
the Chinese Army of Chih-1i,"and the Brigadier Lung Ju-yuen, Commandant of .
Takoo, heading the fight in person, so valiant that they disregarded their own
_ sufety, and were Lﬂled in the bombardment, are, indeed, to be déplored. Let
their names be handed to the proper Board, that posthumous honours may be
hberally awarded them, and let shrines be raised to them in Tien- tsin, and at
their 1espec‘c1ve homes. Let the Major Tsitanpu, with Takshin, Subaltern of
Llusketeers, in the Plain White Banner Corps, the Lieutenant Wang Shi-yang,
aid the Ensign Chang Wan-ping, who fell atethe same time, be awarded each
‘one the posthumous Lonours to which he is by refrulatlon entitled ; that their
]oyal $pirits may be comforted.

“ Reapect this!” '

There is also a memorial from @ung Ko- hn~sm, praying the Emperor to leave
- ‘at his disposal a certain ¢ fu-tsiang,” or brigadier, of abllxty, as ‘““ the business of
defending the sea-coast is not yet finished.” - This is in the * Gazette™ of 14th

~ August. -
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Further Correspondence with Mr. Bruce, Her Majesty’s
"Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
in China. .

No. L.
M. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 27.)

My Lord, ' . Shanghae, August.1, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of letters recelved from Sir Charles
van Straubenzee, and of my reply to him.

I have in consequence addressed the Earl Canning, stating the neceSSlty of
reinforcing the garrison of Canton, and requesting him to do so at once, if
possible.

7 The speedy arrival of even one regiment will go far to keep the south of
China quiet, and @ reinforcement of troops will be more useful than an augmen-
tation of the nava] force on the station.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A, BRUCE

Inclosure 1 in No. 1.

 Major-General Sir C. van Straubensee to M. Bruce.

t

Sir, o Head-Quarters” Hong Kong, July 22,1859,

HAVING heard through the public, press, and from other sources, the
disastrous results of the expealtlon to the North, I have the honour to request
your Excellency will be pleased to inform me whether we are now to consider
ourselves at war with China, or whether matters are to continue as at present .
in Canton, so long as the Chitese remain in a passive state.

I have also to request that I may be favoured with such information ds may.
be in your Excellency’s power to afford me, with regard to operatmns recom-
mended, in order that I may take such necessary steps in the way of preparation
a? may tend to facilitate the movements of any future expedition to the north .
of China.

Itis unnecessary for me to remind your Excellency that should it be intended
to assempole a large force to proceed to the North, it will be incumbent upon me
to make early preparatlons on a proportionate, scale, the expense of which I
should not feel myself justified in incurring on the mere fact of our late defeat, .
and without any knowledge of intentions as to the future. = .-

I have, &c.
(Signed) . 'C. T. van STRAUBENZEE

Inclosare 2 inNo. 1.
Mayor-General Sir C. van Streubeusee to Mr Bruce.

Sir, . Hong Kong, July 22 1859.

AS the late events off the Peiho ‘will in all probability produce a state of
 affairs in Canton, snmlar to. that of last summer, I am desirous to représent to

(o8] . » ‘B2
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your, Exce]lency the very small eﬁ'ectlve Europ‘.an garrison in that city, viz.,
688 Tank and file, including attillery and engineers, but exclusive of police and.
otherwise employed such as pioneers, commissariat, &c. ; to this force, I presume,
will shortly be added the battalion of Royal Marine Light Infantry and Company
of Sappers lately employed under Admiral Hope, C. B. .We have ‘still ten or
twelve weeks of summer to go through, which will cause a serious diminution in
the number of effectives, more particularly if mach harassed, as they must be
in the event of arenewal of troubles, The Native Infantry e effectives are about
1,300 rank and file. I would, therefore, beg to recommend to your Excellency
that our two troop-steamers be sent for such European reinforcements as can
be spared. either fromCeylon or India, so that, if necessary, we may at least be
in a pesition to strike a blow in the south of China, so soon as the cold weather °
admits of action. As the whole of the Marines by the first week in November -
will barely form one battalion effective for service, I would strongly urge that
at least two regiments be applied for without delay, and if happily not. required
for the south of China, they will be in readiness for any operations that may
hereafter be determined upon.
I have, &c.
(Signed) . C. T van STRAUBENZEE.

Inclosure 3 in No. 1.
Mr.. Bruce to Major-General Sir C. van Straubensee.

~ Sir, Snanghae, July 31, 1859

I SHOULD have written to you sooner on the failure of my attempt to
reach Pekin had I not thought it advisable to await some indication of the course
the Chinese Government intend to pursue.

. As far as I can judge from a communication that has been received by
M. de Bourbouton from Ho, the Imperial Commissioner, the Chinese Govern-
ment has no intention of disturbing us at the ports. The letter treats the
collision "at thé mouth. of the river as unintentional on. both sides, and as
proceeding from our ignorance of the fact that preparations had been made at
another place to receive us; -and he even goes so far as to suggest that we had
better return to the North, as we shall be received with due courtesy. I have
no doubt that Mr. Ward, the Arnencan Minister, will bring down some proposals
for accommodation. .

I do not think, therefore; tha.t orders wﬂl be sent from Pekin to commence
at Canton the hostile proceedings of last year, unless we were to assume the
offensive, and in that case a large force would be required ; for the blow, if struck
at all, must be sttuck in the Notrth, and we know that during the last yeara
Jarge force has been accumnulated, consisting in part of men Wwho show consi-
derable skill in the managemént of artillery, whatever may be their value as
soldiers in the field. As'my object is not to fetter the action of Her Majesty’s
Government, my language te the Chinese authorities will continue to be, that I.

“consider my mission to Pekin at an end for the present, and that I have’ refenrcd
hOme for fresh instructions.

‘ .But T shall avoid,-as much as possible, doing or saying anything from which
the Chinese may infer that I consider what has passed in the North as an act of

-war, or as necessarily leading to a rupture of friendly relations ; and, moreover,
if they were to make a proper,apology, and consent to receive me on becoming
terms at Pekin, I should not decline the overture ; though I do not anticipate,

- after what has taken place, that they will make any proposal which I could
accept as satisfactory.’

I do not think, therefore, that it would be desirable to. make prepalanons
in the South with a view to a campaign in the North, before knowmfr what Her
Majesty’s Government will determine on that point; but'it is obv1ous that we
ought to be, prepared for any contingency that may happen in Canton or its
'nelghbourhood ; and as your Excellency seems to think that your garrison
requires to be reinforced, 1 will address his Excellency the Governor-General of
India on the subject, and forward copies of your letters to Admiral Hope, with
whom it rests to dispose of the ‘transports alluded to. One contains the
wounded, and is not, I suppose, available for India. It will be advisable that
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your Excellency should write: your- views on the amount of reinforcement
required to the Commander-in-chief in India, calculating it with  a view to
Canton and the position of affairs in the South; :
‘T have, &e.
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE

Inclosure 4 in No. 1. -

Mr. Bruce to Earl Canning.

My Lord, : ’ Shanghae, July 31, 1859

YOUR Exce]lencv vull have heard ere this of the untoward issue of the
attempt made by the French Minister and myself to reach Pekin with'a view of
exchanging the ratifications of the Treaty and establishing direct diplomatic
" relations with the Government. T will cause copies of my despatches giving an’
account of* what took place to be sent to your Excellency by the first 0ppor-
tunit

};n the meantime, I beg to call your Excellency’s attention to two letters
received from Sir Charles van Straubenzee on his position at Canton.

Hitherto, I do not see any symptoms of an intention on the part of the
Chinese Government to push matters further. They seem satisfied with having
kept us oat of the Peiho river, and thereby got rid of a visit, the conditions of
which would have asserted effectually thé principle of international equality, and
laid the foundation of future ‘diplomatic intercourse on a proper footing.

T have resolved, in concert with my French colleague, to take no further

step in this mission until we receive instructions. We are not in a position
_ to bring any effectual pressure to bear in the North, and I hope by a
~-reserved attitude to avoid further complications until we are better prepared.
But I think it advisable to bring before your Excellency’s notice the position
of Canton, as events in the North might encourage fresh troubles there
should the garrison be reduced by sickness, or not be strong enough to
act in the neighbourhood against any hostile bodies that- might collect for
the purpose of annoying us. I have requested Sir Charles van Straubenzee
“to write to the Commander-in-chief in India as to the amount of reinforcements
_he may think necessary. In the meantime, I cannot too strongly urge the imme--
diate dispatch of an European regiment, should it be in your Excellency’s power
to spare cne for this service. Its arrival 'will have the best effect, whatever
decision Her Majesty’s Government may ultimately adopt. .

I do not. know whether Admiral Hope will be able to dispatch one of the.
troop-ships now in China, to which the General alludes. The other is at present,
‘used as the hospital for the wounded, and certainly could not be made available
for some time. . I will communicate with him immediately ; but if your Excel-
lency has at your disposal the means of aﬁ'ordmrr assistance, I think it would be '
advisable not to delay it.

1 have, &e.
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A BRUCE.
No. 2.

Lord J. Russell to My. Bruce

}(Extfacvt.), , ' o Foreign Oﬁce, October 29, 1859

FROM the terms of your despatch of ‘the 10th Aughst,* I infer that,
at the time when you wrote it, you thought it not improbable that the Chinese
Government might shortly address to you some:communication with the view of

“inviting you to proceed to Pekm for the exchange of the ratifications of the
Treaty of Tien-tsin.

If any such: proposal has been’ made- to you, and if it be still unanswered
when you receive this despatch, you will state, in reply, that you are not autho-
rized to entertain it until the Chlnese Govérnment shall have made a formal

® See « Correspondence with Mr, Bruee,” presented to Parimment, January 24, 1860, No. 15.
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“apology for the act of the troops who fired on Her Bntanmc Majesty’s ships of
war from the Takoo forts in June last.

You will add, that Her Majesty’s Government requlre that when you go to
Pekin for the exchange of the ratifications of the Tredty, you shall proceed up
the Petho river to Tien-tsin in a British vessel, and that provision be made by
the Chinese authorities for the conveyance of yourself and your sulte with due
honour from Tien-tsin to Pekin.

Should the assurances given to you by the Chinese Government on these
heads be satisfactory, you will make arrangements for proceeding to Pekin at the
earliest period at which it may be safe and convenient for you to undertake the
voyage. It will be proper that a.naval force shiould accompany you to the
ﬁouth of the Pelho and dnectlons to this effect will be forwarded to Admiral

ope

Should you experience any unbecommg treatment, either at Pekm, or on
your journey to or from the capital, you will return to ‘the Gulf, and place the
matter in the bands of the naval Commander-in-chief.

. You will take an early opportunity of apprizing' the Ministers of the

Emperor of China that, in consequence of the attempt made to obstruct your
passage to Pekin in June last, when you were proceedmg thither to exchange.
the ratifications of the Treaty of Tien-tsin, Her Majesty’s Government consider
that the understanding entered into between. the Eaﬂ of Elgin and the Imperial
Comumissioners Kweiliang and Hwashana, with respect to the residence of the
British Minister in China, is at an end, and that it rests henceforward exclusively
with Her Majesty, by the terms of Article 1 of the Treaty of Tien-tsin, to
‘decide whether or mot she shall instruct her Minister to take up his abode
permanently at Pekin.

+ If, however, no pacific overtures shall have been addressed to you by the
Chinese Government before the time when this despatch reaches you, you will,
immediately on its. receipt, communicate to the Prime Minister of the Emperor
the demands of Her Majesty’s Government, as stated above, and inform him
that, unless, within a period of thirty days from the date of your commanication,
you receive from him a reply conveying to you the Emperor’s unqualified assent
to these demands, the British naval and military authorities will proceed to adopt
such measures as they may deem advisable for the purpose of compelling the
Emperor of China to observe the engagements contracted for him by his Pleni-
potentiaries at Tien-tsin, and approved by his Imperial Edict of July 1858.

On grounds of humamty, Her Majesty’s Government would be desirous,
if possible, to avoid the necessity of having to undertake military operations on
a great scale against the capital of the Chinese Empire... They- will learn,
therefore, with satisfaction, that the measures which I have indicated have had
the desired effect, and induced the Chinese Emperor to accede to the*moderate
terms which by this despatch you are instructed to offer for his acceptance. ’

It is necessary, however, to be prepared for a different result, and it is the
intention of Her Majesty’s Government to make such arrangements as will
enable a considerable military force to be dispatched from the South with the
change of the monsoon, if it should be then requisite to undertake operations’
on land. J

I have only to add that it is not the intention of Her Majesty’s Government
that you should censider yourself to be bound by your instructions to insist
on a personal interview with the Emperor. It is ‘essential that you should
correspond on terms of equality with the chief. officers of the Empire, and that
you should refuse to submit to any degrading ccremonial, either on the occasion

~of an audience with the Emperor, or on any other; but you will be guided by
. your own discretion, and in some degree by the practice of the Representatives of -
other Great Westetn Powers, in- determining whether or not you will .press the
demand that the Emperor’ of China shall receive you, in the only manner in
which you could cofisent to be received, namely, thh the forms which on ‘such.
. occasions are customary in the West.

Her Majesty’s Government are in communlcatlon with the Government of

- the Emperor of the French, in reference to the subject of this despatch.




No. 3.
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Bruce.

Sir, Foreign Office, November 10, 1859,

SINCE my, despatch of the 29th ultimo was written, I have received and
laid before the Queen your despatch of the 8rd September.* :

It appears by this despatch and its inclosures, that the Emperor of China
now fully sanctions the resistance made by the forts at Takoo to the passage of
Her Majesty’s ships up the River Petho.

He states that Takoo was fortified by his command, and that the Envoys

- of the different nations were told by Kweiliang and Hwashana at Shanghae, that
Takoo was so fortified, and that they must go round by Peh-tang.

Now, although the denial of a passage to the capital by the usual and most
convenient route would have been evidence of ‘an unfriendly dlspos1t10n, yet it
was a matter upon which you might have remonstrated and negotiated, mthout
having recourse to force to clear the passage.

You say, however, with regard to these alleged warnings :—* These asser-
tions are directly contrary to the truth, though I think it not improbable the"
Commissioners may have represented the matter in this light to the Emperor.
Neither in, the letters that passed between the Commissionets and the Envoys,
nor during the interviews Mr. Ward had with them, was a word sald of defences
at Takoo, nor was any allusion made to Peh-tang.”

' Thus it appears that neither you nor M. Bourboulon 1ece1ved any warning ;
'nay, when the Admiral arrived at the mouth of the Peiho, so far from having
an intimation, from authority, that the passage of the Envoys up the Peiho was
to be resisted, he was assured that the fortifications were made by the militia of
the country as a defence against pirates, and that a passage qhould be opened to
allow of vessels proceeding by the river.

The soldiers at the forts had no doubt ascertained the correct range of -the
palisades and stakes where the French and British vessels were certain to be
stopped, and thus they had all the benefit of a pr epaled ambuscade.

Whether the Emperor was cognizant of this act, or whether it was directed
by his officers, it is an outrage for which the Chinese Government must be
accounted responelble

Unless, therefore, the most ample apology should be promptly made, and
the other demands specified in my previous despatch shall be complied w1th '
you are instructed to state that a large pecuniary indemnity will be demanded
by Her Majesty’s Governnient from that of China.

T am, &e.
(Slgned) J. RUSSELL.

* See « Correspondence .with Mr. Bruce,”' presented to Parliament, Janu;\ry 24, 1860, No. 18.



FurTier CORRESPONDENCE with Mr. Bruce, Her
Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister.
Plenipotentiary in China. - -

Presented to @&w«.mwcﬁ..«a of Parliament by Com-
mand of Her Majesty. 1860,

LONDON': |
)
PRINTED BY HARRISON AND SONs.



' CORRESPONDENCE

WITH

MR. BRUCE,

ER MAJESTY’S ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY

AND MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY

N

CHINA.

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty.
1860. S

‘ LO'ND‘OI'}: '
PRINTED BY HARRISON AND SONS,



LIST OF PAPERS.

No.

1. The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Bruce B

2. Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury . .o
One Inclosure. ' - ! N

3. Lord J. Russell to M Bruee -~ ... °* k-

4. Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury . e
Two Inclosures.

5. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Bruce . .

6. Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury . s

. One Inclosure. ‘ . ‘
7. Mr. Bruce to the Eatl of Malmesbury . ..

. Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury .
Seven Inclosurés
9. Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmes‘oury .o
Eive Inclosures
10. Mr. Bricé to the Earl of - Malmesbury
Two Inclosures.

a0

11. Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury .
One Inclosure. . . )
12. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Bruce e e

13. Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury
One Inclosure.

'14. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Bruce .

15. Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury .
‘Two Inclosures. ' -

16. Acting Consul Winchester o Mr. Haénm@nd el

Three Inclosured.

17. Mr. Bruce to Lord J. Russell . .e
Tvyo Inclosures. -
18. Mr. Bruce to Lord J. Russell .e

Four Inclosures.
19. Mr. Bruce to- Lord J. Russell .o .o

e

s

LR

.0

. Page
Marceh . 1,1859 -1
May 4, — 3
“July 6,— 4
May 2, —— 5
July 12, — 6
May 3, — 7
June L —— .8
June 14, — 8
luly 5, — 16
July .18, <= 9l
July 15, — 37
September 26, —— 39
July 81, — 40
October 10, — 41
August- 10, — 42
ooV August 22, — 43
September 2, ——— 45
September 3, — 47
. Sépteinber 20, —— 54



'Cor‘responden_ce with Mr." Bruce, Her Majesty’s Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in China.

No. 1.
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Bruce.

‘(Extract) - Foreign Office, March.1, 1859. -

THE Queen having been pleased to appomt you to be Her Majesty’s Envoy
‘Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in China, and in that capacity to
exchange, at Pekin, Her Majesty’s ratification of the Treaty of Tien-tsin with the
‘ratification of that compact by the Emperor of China, I have now to furnish you
with such general instructions as may serve for your guidance in the important
‘mission entrusted to you by Her Majesty.

Her Majesty’s Government had hoped that the Earl of Elgin would have
~ returned. to.this country previously to your departure, that so your instructions
| ‘Imght have been framed after personal communication with~ his Excellency.
But it would seem that the interesting excursion up the Yanrr-tze-keang river,
‘which he so judiciously determined to undertake, has occupied more time than
‘he anticipated, and any further delay in your departure might poss1b1y prevent
-you from exchanging the ratifications within the period specified in’ the Treaty, -
namely, before the 26th of June. ,
. Arrangements have been made for providing passage for yourse]f and the '
‘members of your Mission in the contract steam-vessels which convey the British
‘mails of the 10th of March from Marseilles to Alexandria, and from Suez to
’Singapore and Hong Kong, in case you should not find at Suez Her Majesty’s .
ship * Furious” waiting to receive you, or at Smgapore some other man-ot-war

appointed to convey you to China.

~ On your arrival at Hong Kong, you will, in virtue of the Commlsslon as
Chief Superintendent. of British Trade with which you are provided,-relieve Sir
‘John Bowritig of his duties in connection with this office, and you will make
arrarigements for transferring the general direction of British affairs in China to
‘Shanghae, at which port it 1s to be carried on until such time as circumhstances
shall admit of its being’ ‘permanently established at Pekin.

You will not remain at Hong Kong longer than is absolutely necessary, but
proceed to Shanghae on your way to the Peiho.

Her MaJesty s Government were fully prepared - at once to carry oitt” the
provision of the Treaty of Tien-tsin which admits of the permanent residence of
a British Ambassador at- Pekin’; ‘but the observations on this point which Lord
‘Elgir hds so ably laid before them coupled with the fact that the French Govern- -
~ment on consldumd Baron Gros’ reports, have arrived at the same conclusmn,
‘have détérmined Her Majesty’s Government, for the’ present at least, to fix at’

Shanghae the residence of the British Mission, and only to require that it should
‘be received occasionally at Pekin. But you will be careful to make the Chinese
‘authorities at the capital and at Shanghae distinctly understand that Her Majestys .
Government do not renounce the right of permanent residence, and, on the
contrary, will instantly exeércise it, if ‘at any time difficulties are throwni'ri"the |
“way of communications between Her Majesty’s Minister and the Central Govern-
ment at Pekin, or any dlSpOSlthH shown to evade or, defeat the obJects 6f' the
Treaty.

Her Majesty’s Government are pr epared to exPect that all the arts’ at whlch
‘the Chinese are such adepts, will be put in practice to dissuade you from repaif-.
ing to the capltal even for the purpose of exchanging the ratifications. of the

[90] X o B2
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Treat 71 but it will be, your duty firmly, but tempelately, to resist any propom-
tions to that effect, and to admit of no excuses; and you will say that the effect
of any persistance on the part of the Chinese Government in throwing obstacles
in the way of your arrival at Pekin, and of the presentation of your credentials
to the Emperor in person, wilbbe that Her Majesty’s Government will -insist on
the literal fulﬁlment of the Treaty, a,nd establish the Mlssmn permanently at

. Pekin.

“You will plobablv find it advnsable, befoxe your depaxtule from Shanghae,
to send an intimation to Pekin of your approach, and to request that suitable

_arrangements may be made for your honourable reception at the mouth of ‘the

Peiho, and at Tien-tsin, and for ‘your journey from that place to Pekin. . The:
Admiral in command of Her Majesty’s naval forces in China has been directed to

‘send up with you to the mouth of the Peiho a sufficient” naval force, and unless

any unforeseen circumstances should appear to make another an'angement more

‘ad\nsablc, it- would seem- desirable that you should reach Tlen-tsm in a British -

ship of war.

It is impossible for Her \Iajesty s Govemment and, maeed it would not be
‘wise, to lay down any definite rules to be rigidly adhere A to, in regard to’ your
approach to, and your communication with, the Chinese Court. The acquain-
‘tance which you possess with the Chinese character will enable you to judge when
you may give way and when you must stand firm, bearing in mind that your
treatment ‘on" your first visit to Pekin will always be appealed to on the occasion
of future visits, as establishing a precedent not to be departed from. =

You will, of course, refuse compliance' with any ceremony, or form of recep-

‘tion; which can in any way be construed into an admission of inferiority on the part
“of Her Majesty in regard to the Emperor of China; and perhaps the best method

of putting a stop to any attempt to impose upon you in this respect, will be that

‘you should distinctly declare that you will withdraw at once, even from the -

Presence Chamber of the Sovereign, on the slightest appearance of a disposition
to treat you, and the office that you hold, with disrespect.

* If any objection should be raised on the score of your credentials being
those of Envoy and not of an Ambassador; you will say that the reason of their

_being so, is to admit of the wish of the Chinese Government that for the present
- the British Mission should not be permanently resident at the capital being.

ecomplied with; but that if, on that ground the Chinese Government seek to
make any distinction in your leceptlon and ‘treatment; new credentials as

. Ambassador will immediately be sent to ‘you, and, in that case, the Mlssmn Wlu

- be forthwith and permanently established at Pekin.

You will, moreover, take care that the treatment awarded to vou is in no

‘, degree less honourable than that awarded to the Representative of any other

vPowel whatever. That it should be consistent with Emopean usages, it must

doubtless be more honourable than that by which Embassies from eountries over
whose Chiefs the Emperor assumes superiority are received; but it must be in

no degree inferior.to that accorded to the Repxesentatwes of other Chrxst‘an
.natmm

" Although you willinsist upon your being received at Pékin, and will refuse

to' e\chantre ratifications at,any other place, and will further decline to make any
‘.compromlse in regard to the time of your- stay in the Chinese. capltn! or the

frequency of your Sisits to it; Her Majesty's Government are willing to leave to
your discretion the ‘duration of your stay on the first occasion. Your primary
\ob')ect after the exchange of the ratifications, will be to come’ to such an under

‘standing with the Government as may chsure pmmpt attention being paid by

~ proper cmthoutws in the capltal to any representations that you may see occasion

10 address to it; and you will particularly insist upon vour right to employ

_messengers of yom own, whether European or Chinesc, for the 1 convevance of
your communications, and upon “due fduhtles _for the pexfmmance ot then
journeys being secured for sach messengers.

Your nrenelal language will be, that Hei \IaJth\ 3 (Jovemment are most -

" anxicus that the increased intercourse with the” Chinese Empire, .under the

. Treaty of Tiep-tsin; may contr ibute to the mutual jdvantage of both countries; -

that it is Her Majesty’s tirm intention, while serups 110u<]y obser ving the engage-

ments ‘which she’ has lierself coutracted, to require on the part of the Emperm

_of China a corresponding observance of *his cwn; that Her MaJesty s. officers in
 the different ports of Lhma wrll be directed to prevent, as far as in them lies,
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“any dnstulbance of ‘the pubhc peace, ‘and gmy disorderly. eonduct on the part of
British subjects; and.that, on the other hand, Her Majesty expects, that the
Chinese-authorities, both at the ports and.in the interior of the country, will be
required. to-act. up to the Treaty obligations contracted by their Sovereign, and-
to treat with kindness and consideration the subjects of Her Magesty who may
"be brought in contact. with them. .

Without waiving or compromising, in any degree, the 1xght of Her Majesty s
Mission to-reside at the capital, you may let it be undelstood that the frequency -
-of its. visits to Pekin, if not its permanent, residence there, must in a great degree
depend on the manner in which the provisions of the Treaty are carried out, If
no occasion is given for controversy by attempts on the part of the Chingse local -
authorities to.évade the terms of the Treaty, and more particularly if no disposi-
tion is shown by the Government at the capital to treat with disrespect any
representations Her Majesty’s Minister may address” to it from Shanghae, the
.necessity for such. visits to the capital will be rare; and when they are made
they will be rather complimentary than for the transaction of business. But
you will say that as between’ the Powers of Europe direct diplomatic intercourse,
and the permanent, residence of Ministers at the residence of the Sovereigns to
~ whom they: are accredited, are always looked upon as an indication of friendship
between States, so Her MaJest) s Government hope that.the day is not far
distant when not only will the presence of a British Minister at Pekin be viewed
with satisfaction, but a Representative of the Emperor of China be aceredited to
Her Majésty’s ‘Court, where you will say he will be welcofned both by Her
Majesty and, her Government, and treated with the same distinction and consis
_deration as the Representauves of Her Majesty’s nearest allies.. .-

L4

No. 2.
My, Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 5.)

My Lord, . " Victoria; Hong Kong, May 4, 1859.

THERE is little reliable information to be obtained here as to the leeeptlon
“Her Majesty’s Mission is' likely to meet with at Pekin, and the fact of the’
Commlssmnels Kweiliang and Hwashana remaining at Soochow, niear Shanghae

.though Mr. Lay bas ‘urged them to return to Pekm to be on the spot* when the
forelgn Missions. arrive, there; would seem to indicate a hope on their part that
some incident may enable them to avert the visit to Pekin; and this yiew is
stlen«thened by the rumours, more or less true, of the repair of the old forts at
the mouth of the Peiho, and the construction of fresh defences along its course.

At the same time it is. reported, and, in the mam, no doubt truly, that a
Russian Mission of some -pretensions has arrived at Pekin; that its members
walk about the streets; in Turopean costume, unmolested ; and that discussions
have taken place between its chief and the Chinese Government on matters ' of
etiguette, in which it is veported that the Russian has receded from his first
demand. The reports from Pekin are sent by native Roman Catholi¢-catechists
to their Bishop, and embody probably the gossip which circulates in the streets-
of Pekin on these subjects.  Your Lordship is likely to be better informed from
St, Petersburgh than we are on the coast of Chlna, of the route and chal actel of
thls Russian Agent.

It hecame necessary, for e t6 décide, in thls state of uncertmnty as to the
mtentlons of the Chinese Government, on the force which shiould accompany me
to the Peiho, it being desirable that it should proceed without delay to the north.
By a note received from M. Bourboulon, my French colleavue I see he does not
expect that Admiral Rigault will spare from the operations’in ‘Annam moe than
.two vessels, of ‘which one, T bope, will be able to ascend the river as far as
"Tien-tsin, I therefore requested Admiral Hope and Sir Charles van Straubénzee
" to confer with me on this. point. As’ your Lordship will see by the inclosed
Minute, I stated to them that the’ objects of my mission were—the. exchange of -
the ratifications at Pekin, the delivery of my credentials to the Emperor of China
in person, and the arrival, as far as Tien-tsin, in a British ship of war. They -
agreed in the opinion that it wou]d not be safe to assume that ‘the Chinese would
concede thése points, and enter seriously on'the con<1deratxon of the _measures


that.it

reqmred to bring the Treaty into full operatlon, unless I were accompanied with:
an imposing force, and they agreed that it should be as nearly as possible of. the
same strength as that which formed the expedition of last year. I hope by the
‘demonstration to render the active employment of the force unnecessary.

In the meantime T have requested Mr. Wade to inform Mr. Lay confiden-
tially at Shanghae of the objects and scope of the Mission, leaving it to his
discretion, in whlch 1 have full reliance, to communicate it, as from  himself, to

‘the Chinese Commissioners. We may thus obtain some knowledge of their
intentions on our arrival at Shanghae, which would be important as a guide in -
our future proceedings.

Thave not decided on the terms of my communication to the Chinese
Government, or on the point from which it is to be sent, | propose discussing
these points with M. Bourboulon and with the American Minister. :

I proceed to Canton as soon as the mail leaves for England ; and on my
return I shall visit Macao, where I hope to find my colleagues : '

I have, &c.- :
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.-
[ .

Inclosure in No. 2.

Minute of a Gonference held at the Government Offices at Hong Kong, on
Friday, April 28 1859. -

Present :

The Honourable F. Bruce, C;B.-
Sir Charles van Straubenzee, K.C.B.
Rear—Admlral Hope, C.B.

MR. BR.UCE stated that the instructions of Her Majesty’s Govelnment
- were to the effect that he was to proceed, if possible, to Tien-tsin in.a British.
man-of-war, and thence to Pekln, where the exchange of the ratifications was to,
be effected, and where he was to present his letters of credence to the Emperor
“of China in person, insisting on such a reception as was befitting his character as
the Representative of a nation on an equality with that of China.
He further statéd that we were not in possession of any reliable information
. as to the spirit in' which the Chinese Government were prepared to receive this
- first attempt to establish direct relations on ‘a footing of equality with the Court
of Pekin. ~That we must be guided, therefore, by the general experience we had
acquired of the Chinese character, and that we might 1nfe1 as the result of our
past experience that the objects of this Mission were most likely to be ssatisfac-
" torily ‘and peacefully attained, if the British Minister were supported by a
powerful demonstration of force at the mouth of the Peiho river.

Sir Charles van Straubenzee and Rear-Admiral Hope concurred . in this
view, the latter statmg that his instructions contemplated the Mlmster bemg
escorted with an imposing force. -

It was unanimously agreed that the expedition should, if possxble be as
strong as that whiclr accompanied the Ambassadors of England and Frauce to the
Peiho last year, and with that view Sir Charles van Straubenzee intimated his
being prepared, consistently with the security of his position at Canton, to place
a battalion of Marines and a company of Engineers at the disposal of* Rear-,
Admiral Hope.  This addition to the naval foree would compensate for the,
‘absence of the French forces in Cochin Chma

+

'No. 3, .
Lord J. Rzissell to ]V[t. B?l"uc& '

Sn, » | * Foreign Office, July 6, 1859.

"HER Ma; estys GOVeinment approve ‘the arrangements;. as reported in
your despatch of the 4th of May, which you have adopted, in’ concext with Sir



Charles van Straubenzee and Rear-Admiral Hope, for the purpose of proceeding
“up the Peiho on your way to Pekm, backed by an adequate naval and military
force. .
I am, &c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL

‘No. 4.
'Mr. Bruce.to the Earl of Mdlﬁesbury.—(Recﬂved july 16.)

"My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, May 21, 1859. ¢

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of the note I have addressed to the
Chinese Chief Secretary of-State, Kweiliang, informing him of my arrival in
China, of the diplomatic character I bear, and of the course I intend to pursue.
M. Bourboulon has also sent a note to hit couched in identical terms. o

In my previous despatches, I have informed your Lordship that we cans
ascertain nothing as to the intentions of this Government with respect to the -
visit of foreign Envoys to Pekin; but the Imperial Commissioners, on hearing
of my arrival in China, have proceeded from Soo-chow to Shanghae—a fact of
some:significance, and ‘Which gives colour tothe opinion that they hope to raise
questions or begin negotiations at that point :Jotherwise they would have returned
ere this to Pekin, for the purpose of making preparatlons for our reception.

It seems to me important that 1 should from the commencement, assume
th}()a new political status which I bear as a Minister accredxted to the Empelor of
China.

With this view I have put forward, in a prominent and mtelliglble $hape, .
the character I bear, and the necessity of my proceeding direct: to" Pekin, to
present to the Emperor my credentials, in accordance with established usage, and
thereby qualify myself for the discharge of my functions as Envoy to the Court’ .
of Pekin. For the same reason I have addressed Kweiliang as Chief Secretary
of State—not as Imperial Commissioner—as I wish to avoid any act that may.
be construed into an acceptance®f an Imperial Commissioner bt Shanghae. My
language on that point will be that my acceptance of such a functionary is made.
contingent on a proper reception at Pekin, and on arrangements being made,
which will secure free access and unreserved communication with the Impenal
Ministers at the capital, on all matters on which I think they ought to be
informed.

I hope, in this way, to compel the Chinese: Government to declare itself
upon those points which we know are the most unpalateable to it; and if. there
exists, on its part, a disposition to evade its obligations, to thrust us back, as
’before on the seaboard, and refuse the reception which I cannot waive without
lowermo our national dlgmty, I trust we shall be in possession of their views
when we arrive at the mouth of the Peiho, and not be left to discover them
gradually at Pekin. If, as is most probable, the Court of Pekin is wavering,
anxious to evade, but unwilling to risk a rupture, I trust that identity of views
among the foreign Representatives, firm language, and an imposing demonstra-
tion ot force, will secure the observance by it of the recent Treatles, a,nd mclme
it to listen to moderate and pacific advisers.

In closing this despatch, I beg to draw your Lordship’s aftention to a letter
T addres¢ed to Admiral Hope, on a proposal by the Lords of the Admiralty to
reduce further the force on this station—a measure much to be regretted, should
it be carried .into operation before the visit to Pekin is successfully accom-
'phshed

I have, &c.
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.,"

In%:losure 1 in No. 4.
© Mr. Bruce to 'C’omm’issioner'f(weiliang |

.THE Unde1s1gned &c., &c., has the honour to inform his Excel}ency
Kweiliang, Senior Secretary of State, that Her Majesty the Queen, &c., &c., has
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been pleased, in furtherance of the intimate. and frlendly relations lnppllv

_established between the two Empires by the Treaty-of Tien-tsin, to appoint the’
‘Undersighed to the honourable post of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plem*
potentlal y to His Majesty the Emperor of China.

1n that capacity he is the bearer of an autograph letter from Her MaJestV
the Queen to His Majesty the Emperor of China, which it will be his pleasing
duty to present to-His Majesty in person, according to the..established usage -
‘amorig friendly nations, and in order that he may be thereby properly qualified
to undertake the duties of his ofice as Her Majesty’s- Representative to the :
Court of Pekin. :

. The Undersigned has further to add that he is charged with_the counterpart
of the Treaty of '%wn—tsm, duly ratified by Her Most Gracious Majesty, and that
he will be prepared to exchange it at Pekin, as agreed on irf the Treaty; against.
one equally ratified by His Majesty the Emperor of China, that velations of | peace
and .of goodwill may be thus mutually confir med and placed on a sure and‘
permanent basis. = -

The Undemlgned takes tlns opportumty of' mformmg “his Excellency
Kwelhan that, in compliance with the above instructions of his Sovereign, he -
is. about: to proceed without delay, by ship, to.Tien-tsin. He trusts that the
necessary orders will be given for the conveyance of -himself and his.suite from
thence to Pekin; and for ‘the provision of suitable accommodation for him during
his residence in the capital itself in a manner-befitting the dlgmty of : the nation -
he represents. _

The Under31gned &o. - -

.+ +(Signed) FREDERICK W. A,.BRUCE,

Vzctorw, Hong Kong, May 16, 1859. ' ‘

Inclo‘sure' in No 4, ‘
Mr Bmce to Rear-Admiral Hope

(Extract.) : : Vaclo’ha Hong Kong, May 21, 1859,

WITH reference to the despatch from the Lords of the Admiralty proposing
a reduction of the force on this station, I beg to observe that the facts which
have come to my knowledge since my arrival in China confirm me as to the
propriety of the conclusion come to, in concert with yourself and Sir Charles
van Straubenzee, viz., ¢ That the force which is to accompany me to the North
onght to be as strong as-that which accompamed the A]hed High Commlssxonels
lastyear to Tien- tin? J '

v ‘The task of supplying the deﬁcwncy caused’ bv the diversion of the French

force to Cochin China devolves excluswely on the Commandel <1h-chief of Her
Majesty’s. naval forees here, at a time when the squadron at his disposal is consi-
derably less than that under the conimand of Sir Michael Seymour last year.

‘No person can pretend to speak positively as to the intentions. of the
ohmese, but we know that they urged the modification’ of "one’ clausé in -the
Treaty, on the ground that it was ‘extorted by force, and ‘that there was no
opportunity. for discussion afforded at Tien-tsin. The same wrgument would
hold. good for the elimination of every other Article which may be dlsaoreeable to
thern; and as I'%sce that the Imperial Commissioriers, instead of: ‘going to’ Pekin
to prepare for the reception of the foreign Envoys, have returred. to Shanghae,
1.do not doubt that they ave prepared to propose further’ mcEﬁcatmns i the.
Treaty, and to raise difficulties as to my proper réception- at Pekin,’ unle~s they
find vs detelmmed and.able to’ cany our pomt

v

Lo;dJ Ruwell to Mr. Bruce

"Sir,“ ‘ . Forezqn Oﬁice' Juiy 12, 1859
T HAVE to acquaint you that Her | Majesty’s Government approve the note
v»hlch vou addres%ed to. the Chief Secretarv of c1tate, I\welhang, of which a copy
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_ is inclosed in your despatch of the 213t of May, and in which -you announced
to him your arrival in China, as Her Majesty’s Envoy E‘:traordmarv and Minister
Plenipotentiary to the Emperor of China,

1.am, &e..

(Signed) - RUSSELL

No. 6.
Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Recewed July 30.) .

. \Iy Lord Vzctorza, Hong Kong, May 31 1859,

‘I HAVE the honour to inclose a report of a conversation between the
Interpreter, Mr. Hart, at Canton, and a Chinese who has just returned from
Pekin; representing the dlsposltlon of the Emperor as most hostile. A rumour
is* also current here, that the Russians established at the Capltdl have been
»massaered .

“On the other hand it appears that a certain Ta-ki, a Chinese merchant at
“Shanghde, who. deals largely with foreigners, and who, from his intimacy with
the Intendant at that place, and his connection with'the North, is generally well
informed, states that the Chinese Government will not offer any opposmon to
our visit to Pekin. " -

I do not consider that my plans ought to be influenced in any degn ee by
these reports. If any inference is to be “drawn from them it is this: that there
is a strong party opposed to the concessions to foreigners, and a party resigned
to them as inevitable ; that the triumph of the one or of the other is possible,
and will depend on the moral effect produced by the cordial union ‘of foreign
Powers, and on the fear of a fresh collision inspired by the demonstratlon of an
' lmposmg force in support of our demands.

I have, &c. = .

(Signed) | FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.

Inclosure in ¥o. 6.
Memorandum.

YESTERDAY evening a Cantonese, Sen-seen-sang, who has for several
years been in the habit of lendmg money to expectant officialss whom he accom-
panies when appointed to- any post, called on me. He had Just returned from
“Pekin, vid Shanghae, having left the former place on the 22nd of March. He
informed me that at the. tlme of his departure from Pekin. the expected return .
of the British Ambassador to Tien-tsin, and the possibility of his visiting the
capital, were subjects freely canvassed in every quarter; that the meeron was
known to be highly displeased with some of the stipulations contained-in the
Tien-tsin Treaty ; that he was entirely averse to the Ambassador’s taking up his
duarters in the capxtal and that he had resolved not to grant hirh an audience on
any pretext; that military preparations were going on at Pekin and Tien-tsin;
that the Russians had offered the Emperor 10,000 muskets, but that His Majesty
has declined to accept the present, fearing that the muskets in question might be '
brought to the Palace by an equal number of Russians; that the ananvement of
all matters connected with the reception of the British at T:en-tsm, and the
prevent‘ng of any visit to Pekin, had been confided to Sung-wang-yay, a
T a-tsze-wang, -son-in-law of the last Emperor; that Sung.wang-vay was at
Tien-tsin with 50,000 troops, Manchoo and Mongols . that the batteries at
Tien-tsin had heen rebuilt, and the river staked in such a way as to render it
impossible for foreign vessels to reach that city; that 30,000 * so-lo” troops,
men never called out’ except in cases of the greatest einergency, were under
orders to hold themselves in readiness to join Sung-wang-vay if called for; that
Sung-wang-yay’s orders ‘were to.receive the British at Tien-fsin with all cmht3 .
but at all hazards to prevent any nearer approach to Pekin ; that Sung-wang-yay
-was very desirous of gaining military renown, and that the Ambacsa'lm would
‘be unable to reach Pekin w1thout having - recourse to arms ; that, according to

) . (‘ .
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the opinion. of some, the AmbaSSador, accompanied by a few people, might
possibly reach Pekin without bloodshed, but that a fight would certainly ensue
if more than a hundred men were landed .that the country between Tien-tsin,
and Pekin being flat, and the Chinese troops being so much more numerous than
any number of men the British could land, it was the general belief that the
British tould be surrounded and cut to pieces before the completion. of one-half
the j journey.

Sen-seen-sang further informed me that a Russian Ambassador had v151ted
Pekin on the 2nd March ; that the Russians in the capital, more than 100. in
number, roamed about Just as they pleased, much to the grief of the Emperor
and ‘the anti-foreign party; and that it was feared the British, if they once:
- effected an entrance, would take an ell for every inch the Russians had arrogated
to themselves ; that at Yung-chow large quantities of grain had been bought up
by the Russ1ans but that the Emperor having become alarmed had forbidden
the traffic.

(Sl ned) ROBERT HART Interpreter

Brztzsh C’onsulafe, Canton, May 22, 1859.

No. 7.
M. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury. -—(Recewed July 3L.)

(Extract ) Victoria, Hong Kong, June 1, 1859.

A I HAVE the honour to. inform your Lordship that M. de Bourboulon
-arrived at Hong Kong on the 26th ultimo from Macao, where he had been
delayed by the non-arrival of the corvette and small gteamer destined to convey
him to Tien-tsin. Admiral Rigault had taken all the stores, &c., out of the
corvette when at Turon, and she has not yet completed her provisiong but T -
trust she will be ready to-morrow, on which day I likewise proceed to Qhanwhwe
divect.

I have waited for M. de Bourbéulon, as I thought it advisable that every
step we take in the Pekin’ expedition should be taken by us in coneert; and as I
“do not wish to have any communication with the Imperial Commissioners, should

they be still at Shanghae, untxl my French colleague arrives.

L] L

No. 8.~
Mr. Brute to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-(Received August 11.)

T'My Lord * Shanghae, June 14, 1859.

ITOOK my departure from Hong Kong as soon as the French corVette_
“ Duchayla ’ was reported ready to proceed. o

Foreseeing that I'should find on my arrival here questions of considerable
importance, which it would be desirable to decide in concert with' M. de
Bourboulon, I did not think it advisable to precede him, and thereby put myself
in the position either of acting in his absence, or of giving as a reason for delay -
that T was waiting for him. ‘

I reached Shanghae on the evemng of June 6, anid M. de Bourboulon ar rlved

on the following morning.

. I found three letters from the Impemal ‘Commissioners, " proppsmg that,
instead of proceeding to the North to effect the exchange of the ratifications, _I ‘
should remain here and commence discussions on various details connected' with -
carrying the Treaty into- operation, alleging as their. reason for waiting at
Shanghae, that the %Iarl of Elgm, on proceeding to the South had left some .of
these details unfinished. .

: On - reading, however, Lord Elgms letter of . March 3 1859. addressed to
them on his leaving China, I saw that there was nothing to justify their delay ;-
that they were informed therein of my being the bearer of important documents’
to be'delivered at Pekin, and that they were warned that a strict adherence to
‘the Treaty was the only method by which peaceful relations could be preserved.
Orne of the Artlcles prescmbes the exchange of the ratifications at Pekin within a
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year, and I know, from what passed last year that it is not, in the eyes of the
Chinese, one of the least important of its stipulations.:

I am-unable to state whether the Commissioners. were acting unde1 instruc-
“tions from their Government to use every effort to prevent our proceeding to the
‘North, or whether they adopted this expedient for the purpose of being out of
“the way when the visit to the capital, so unpalateable to the pride of the Chinesé
“Government, - is to take place. - But that their object was to gain time—the
favourité policy of this Government, in the hope that'something, the} know not-
what, might turn up, and relieve them from this visit—I could have no doubt; -
nelther could I doubt, independently of the precise nature of my 1natructzons,
_ that anything which looked like hesitation or irresolution on my part, would
encourage the Chinese in putting obstacles in_my way, and render the object of
my m1ss10n more difficult to attain without a fresh appeal to force.

\ I accordingly addressed to the Secretary of State, Kweiliang, the- inclosed

note, declaring that my resolution to proceed was inflexible; 1efusmg to enter
. into any discussion of details until after the exchange of ratifications ; declining
to grant them an interview at this place, and. holding them responsible for any
consequences that might ensue from the want of due preparation at Pekin for
.y reception.

M. de Bourboulon, who shares my opinion on the subject, t1ansm1tted a
note to the same effect.’

-, Ifurther sent a short note, pointing out that by employmg one of the.
* steamers lying here, they might st1ﬂ if they liked, rea.ch Tien-tsin in time.

- In the meantime the squadron salled to rendezvous at some islands a short.
distance off the Peiho, and Admiral Hope left on the 11th, having agreed to
inform the officers in charge -of the forts at the Peiho that the Ministers of
England and France ‘were coming, and to direct them, if they had received no
instructions on the subject, to communicate the intelligence to Pekin, and obtain
-a repl thhln a fixed number of days.

" Onthe occasiori of the Admiral’s departure, I addressed to him the letter
copy of which is herewith inclosed. ‘
"~ At this' time .the reports that reached us were not encouraging, and 1
learned from the best authority that a high Chinese official had declared that he
would not go to the North, as there would be. trouble,and that we should be
_ obliged to give the Chinese Government another lesson at Tien-tsin before- the
Emperor would be brought to reason, and before pacific counsels would obtam A
the ascendancy.

* "This tallied w1th other accouuts, and+with the fact that the war party
‘acquired so much influence at Pekin last winter, and sent such extravagant
. instructions to the Commissioners, that Ho wrote back that, if affairs were to be-
managed in that spirit, the Emperor had better name his uncle and the other
theads of the war party as Commissioners, as he would not undertake.the task of
bringing matters to a peaceful conclusion on such terms. To this unusual act of
_ indepéndence, the Emperor appended the remark, ¢ His (Ho’s) obstinacy will -
involve him in calamity.” The paper to ‘which I vefer was obtained by
Mr. Parkes, and a précis of it forwarded to the- Forexo'n Office. in the month
of January.

Itis clear, therefore, that a war party exists, and that' the probability of
resistance is a contingency not to be lost sight of; and Admiral Hope, before.
leaving, addressed a letter to Sir Charles van Straubenzee, requestmw him to
send .up a second battalion of Marines to be at hand should actwe operations
become necessary,

‘These steps seem to have alarmed the Commlssmners for, on the 15th, I
received the inclosed reply from them, which, in its explicit and clear style,
‘contrasts favourably with the vague and puerlle tone of their former letters.

’ As this- correspOndence has been forwarded to Pekin, I hope that, there
‘as well as here, it will produce a ¢onviction that we are not to be trifled with.

. -Your Lordship will observe that, though their reply is satisfactory as to the
d:sposmon of the Chinese Gover. nment, and its readiness to exchange ratifications,
it makes no allusion to the interview with the Emperor, and to the presentation
of the letter of ‘credence to him. I gather from this omission that the Emperor
has not instructed them 6n this material point; and “as the question of cere-
" monial ought, in my opinion, to"be settled before we leave Tien-tsin f01 Pekin,
it is clear that it could not. have been discussed here,. involving as it does th(,

C2
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‘necessﬁ.y of taking the pleasure of the Emperor upon it, Wlthout the nsk of
- losing the season altogether for the visit to Pekin.

I must. observe, my Lord; that in order to effect the presentatxou m"

person of my credentials to the Emperor, and to deter the Chinese from their
hitherto invariable practice of subjecting ‘foreign Envoys to’ petty slights and
insults, which lower themand the Governments they represeit in the eyes of the

‘people; I must succeed in inspiring the Emperor and his Counsellors with a-

conviction that what I have once demanded I will exact, and with a wholesome
dread of my .readiness and power to resort to foree, if my demandb are - not
complied with.

TThe notes I have addressed to the Commissioners, as well as my general *

bearing, are, I feel certain, faithfully reported to the Emperor, and with' this-

conviction I have purposely assumed the attitude and tone best calculated ‘to

“induce him to submit quietly to very unpalateable proposals, by impressing upon -

him that -these concossmns are inevitable, unless he is prepared to draw ‘the
sword. -
“The considerable force collected by the Admiral will tend to strengthen. this
impression, and it is the more necessary at this time as the Chinese are aware
. of the absence of any French force from China."
Throughout many genertions of our intercourse with China, -we postponed

conslderatlons of national dignity to our commercial interests, and the statement -

*‘that the barbarians cave for nothing but trade” appears again and again ,in

their ofhicial papers, as the key to our character and the prmmple by acting on

which we are to be “ soothed and controlled,’

It is essential in dealing on this occasxon with those questlons of forms and
ceremony so important to the Chinese mind, that we should disabuse them of
this notion, and J bélieve that tenacity and firmness on. these points will, by

elevating our national character in the estimation of the people and of the -
Government, and by gaining their respect, if not their goodwill, faclhtatg greatly'

hereafter our relations with China.

For this reason, when the Commissioners the other day conveyed indirectly
_ to me that they were ready to arrange to my satisfaction the questlon -of the
-Canton indemnity, T toock no notice of “the overture.
I ought to add that Mr. Ward, the Minister of the United States, Tias

insisted on. exchanging the 1at1ﬁcatlons of his Treaty at Pekin, and that he is.

prepared to accompany us to the North ; he has, moreover, advanced the same
claim to an interview with the Empelor. Of the intentions of the Rusman
Envoy, I have learned nothing as yet. S

+ It enly remains for me to add, that I purpose leavmg thls to-morrow
morning for the Peiho, my Flench and American colleagues. follomng the

- next day
Ihave &c.
- (Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.
Inclosure 1 in No. 8.
Commissionérs Kweiliang,'lzlwashana, &c., to M1 Bruce.
( Translatlon )

KWEILIANG, &e., Hwashana, &ec., Ho, &e., Impenal Commlsswnens &c .
make a communication,

1t appears from the records, that on the 22nd day of the 12th moon of last

| year (January 25, 1859), a despatch was received by the Commissioners from _

the late British Minister, Lord Elgin, in which there are the following words {=—

* The Undersigned has determined on pxoceedlno' to Canton to take certam steps
_(or to act); his business accomplished, in the course of some five or six'weeks,’
he will name a time for his arrival at Shanghae, there to settle mth the Commls- }'

‘sioners such questions as still remain to be discussed.””*

x.Jn . due course of -time, on jthe 26th day of the 2nd. tnOOn of the plesent‘ :
year (March 30, 1859), the Commlssxonela received ‘a second 1ettel‘ ‘dated the s

* This is a free re-translation of the Chinese, xopne=cntthw the- Enghsh of Loxd Elgm s decpatch,,
of whxeh there is not'a copy at hand.
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29th <f the.lst. moon (March 3), to the effect’ that (Her Britanaic Majesty) had
appointed the Honourable Mr. Brucé to be her Representative, &c. ; and that be:
would arrive in China shortly : further stating that * the Undersigned, new. on.
the. pomt of leaving China, must: take leave, ‘on this" his last’ opportunity" of
addressing them eamestly to 1mpress '(upon the Commissioners) that the one
essential t.Q a contmuance of friendly relatlons is the faithful observance - of the
Treaty,” &e. . : . '

The Comimissioners, in consequence of Lord Elgin’s earlier lette: in wfnch
he enwaged to return to Shanghae for a conference with them, have been waiting
for him without moving (lit., obstinately, persistently). .

Lord Elgin has returned home, - but -Mr. Bruce, having 1eceNed the.
commands of Her Majesty to succeed him' in the adwinistration of -all things
essential, and neWw occupying, to the great satisfaction of the Commissioners, a
: {)osmon 1dent1cal with that of Lord Elgin, his predecessor, the proper course to

e pursued s, doubtless, to appoint a day for a conference. ,

In faithful compliance with the engagement already entered into, and as ther
period-appointed for the exchange of the Treaties i is very near at hand, it is, of
_course,, most expedient that all business which has to be considered - should

become the subject of consultation, and be proceeded with, as. early ‘as possible.

A‘Q necessary commumcatlon, addressed to Mr. Bruce ' Envo; Extraordi-
nary, &e.©
Hlen-fung, 9th year, 4th moon, 25th day (May "7 1859).

(Received June 6 1859.)

.

I}lClQSUl'ev 2 in No. 8.
Commissioners Kweiliang, Hwashana, &c., to M7, Bruce.

(T xanshuol )

:KWEI, &c., Hwa, &c., Ho &e., Twau, &c., Imperial Cmumlmouub, make-
a communicatiop.

- It appears from the recoxds that on the 13th day of the 1‘)th moon of last
year  (January .16, -1859), the Commissioners received from the lite ‘British
Minister, Lord Elgin, a communication to the effect that he was proceeding to
Canton upon business, and would return to Shanghae in five or six weeks, to
consider.and dispose of all matters on which discussion was still pendnw o

Firmly persuaded .of the good faith of Lord Elgin’s words, the Commis-.
sioners have been waiting for him several months. His Lor dslnp has -now-
returned . home, but as Mr, Bruce has been commanded by Her (Britannic)
Majesty to 1ep1a(‘e him there with Plempqtentlary powers, his position 1s identical
_mt that of his predecessor Lord Elgin. * .

With .Mr. Bruce’s permission, the Commissioners will- state the questions
which have been discussed with Lord Elgin, and decided, as well as those which
still remain to be discussed.

) As regards admission into Pekin, the visit to Pekin on this occasion to
exchange courtesies and T'reaties is exceptional : when it is over there is to be
‘no permanent residence in the capital ; some other place is to be chosen (for the
- Minister) to reside at. These are the words of Lord Elgin’s despatch, the:
approval of which by Her Britannic Majesty, when Loxd Elrrm had the honour
to receive it, was duly reported to His Imperial Majesty by the Comuiissionets. -

" As regards the navigation of the Tiver (Yang-tze), Lord Elgin- has been
hxmself to. Hankow to see the place for once.: For the time to come, it will be

“safe and satisfactory that all arlanfrements be made, as of comse they must be,
in accordance with the Treaty.* .

As regards circulation in the interior, thls, without doubt én' the prmcxple
laid down by -Lord Elgin, viz.; that any British subject of 1eepectab1htv and
good conduct. should Teceive a passpo;t from the local authorities under which'
»he may trav el, this is perfectly fair, But masmu.,h as China has no means’ of
knowing what British subjects are respectable, it is still necessary that some:
-good adequate means be devxsed (to this end), that thexe ‘may be no mlsvwmgs
on either bxde. L :

% And consequently, here. -
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* As regards the city of Canton, Lord Elgin engaged to go further into this
question when he should return to' Shang hae but as his Lordship has returned
to England, it has not been possible to conbxder it w1th him.” The time for the-
'exchanoe of the Treaties draws near : the Treaties once exchanged, the relations
between the two countries will be more friendly than ever. . Added to this, as
Tmperial Commissioner for -the management of the five ports, His Majesty the
Emperor has already substituted the Governor-General Ho, one of the Commis-
stoners, for his predecessor (Hwang), by which appointment it. is felt consulta-
tions on business between China and foreign nations will be much facilitated. *
Everything is thus on a satistactory footmg But as-Canton is not yet restored,
it would seem that no time should be ‘lost in arriving ‘at a satisfactory decxsxon

- regarding it.

The Commissioners will be’ greatly obhged by his Excellency "replying
specifically to them upon the above subjects; those which have been disposed
of in discussion, and those which remain to be discussed. ‘

- A necessary communication, addressed to the Honourable F. Bruce.

Hien-fung, 9th year, 4th moon, 26th day (28th May, 1859). -

(Recetved June 6, 1859.)

Inclosure 3 in No. 8.
Commassioners Kwetliang, Hwashana, §c., to Mr. Bruce.

(T ranslation.) - .
KWEL &c., Hwa, &ec., Ho, &c., Twa.u, &e., Impemal Commlsswners, make

a wmmumcatlon in reply.

On the 25th instant (27th May) the Commissioners received Mr. Bruce’ "
"despatch of the 14th instant (16th May), .apprising them that Her Britannic
Majesty bhad done himn the honour to appoint him her Envoy Extmordmdry and
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of Pekin.

The Commissioners were greatly gratified at- this intelligence. 'They are of
opinion, however, that an affair of so grave importance to both nations as an
exchange of Treaties cannot with propriety be hurried over. The Commis-
sioners, having the fullest confidence in his pledecessor, Lord Elgin, when he
“engaged them to remain at Shanghae to consider all matters not disposed of,

- were unable to return to Pekin ; and if Mr. Bruce now proceed direct to Tien-

tsin, the Commissioners, having to travel by land, cannot reckon upon arriving
-there so soon. Indeed, taking into consideration the hindrance to be expected

fromi the weather on their land journey, this will certainly occupy two' months_
and moxe, a8 Mr. Bruce, they imagine, must be well aware. - -

As to the preparation of vessels, vehicles, &c., at Tien-tsin,f to which the
letter under acknowledgment refers, and the selectlon of a building in proper
-order (for Mr. Bruce) to reside in, with the good understanding tiow subsisting:
between the two, nations, the arrangements will be, of course, as liberal as it is
suggested they should be.] * But the Commissioners eannot arrive in so short a
time, nor can any of these things be done-at a moment’s notice. ,

"There is another consideration: not only will there be no one to receive
Mr. Bruce at Tien-tsin, as it is impossible for the Commissioners to be there
against his arrival, but(there will be no one either to exchange the ratifications) :
the exchange of the Treaties must be effected by the hand of  the Commissioners,
-and. by their hand alone—no one can act ‘as: their substitutes; and believing,
consequently, that it would be. better for Mr, Bruce to defer his departuie from
Shanghae for a while, than to be kept waiting at the other place, where, after
mldsumme1 ‘the heat is excessive, they feel bound to request hlm, in the first

. place, on. his arrival at Shanghae, to namwe a day for an interview with them,
and, in the second, to appoint some other time for proceedlnb This, it seems
to them, would be the more satisfactory arrangement. . -

*# This is, I think, a feeler regarding theextent to which our former. relations are modxhcd The
Chinese would prefer “continually to regard them as merély commercnal the Chinese Superintendent
of. Trade as Foreign Minister.—T. W. '

1 The suitable means of transmission. spoken of in Mr. Bruce’s letter of the 16th of May.

i L, it is certainly proper that, according’ to this, .or “after thig fashion (Chma should be)
fiberal. There i is a certain amount of patronage in the expresmon' R L
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The Commissioners are induced to put forward this proposmon by the
1mp01tance they attach to the question before them, and ‘(their - desire for) the
establishment of friendly relations to endure for evermore.i -Mr. Bruce’s
thorough' acquaintance with- the ways of the world (or_the motives of men) is
“such that they feel sure he will apprecnte their feelmgq and they hope that he
will at once reply to them.

A necessary commumcatlon, addre%sed to the Honourable F Bru(,e, &c

Hien-fung, 9th year, 4th moon, 26th day (28th May, '1859).

(Recelved June 6, 1859.) '

~ Inclosure.4 in No. 8:
'Mr. Bruce'to Commissioner Kweiliang.

THE Unde1S1gned &e. ., begs to acknowledve the receipt of the Ietter
addressed to him by their Excellencies the Impenal Commissioners Kweiliang,
Hwashana, Ho Kwel-tsmg, and Twau Ching-shib, in reply to that sent by him

 to his Excellency Kweiliang, Chief Secretary of State. .

' The Undersigned must remind his Excellency Kweiliang that the Tleatv of
*Tien-tsin, signed on the 26th of June last, provides that the ratifications shall
be exchanged at the capital within a year froin that date; and the Imperial
Commissioners themselves admit that on the 30th March last, they were
apprised by the Earl of Elgin that the Undersigned was on his way te China for
the purpose of fulfilling this engagement. The Commissioners were, at the'
same time, made aware that the Earl of Elgin was returning home, consequently
that he would not revisit Shanghae.’ Notw1thstandmg this intelligence, they
have thought proper to remain at Shanghae till within a month of the time
appointed for the” exchange of ratifications, alleging, as a reason for so doing,
that various details connected with the execution of the Treaty had been only in
part discussed by the Earl of Elgin, while they, at the same time, declare that
they are the only authorities by whom the exchange of the ratified Treaties at
Pekin could be effected. They now write to inform the Undersigned that their
journey to Pekin will occupy above two months ; that is to say, that they cannot -
reach-the capital for upwards of a month after the day by Treaty appointed, that
there will be no one to receive .the Undersigned "at Tien-tsin, and no one to
exchange the ratifications at Pekin. They accordingly request the Undersigned
to delay his departure from Shanghae,

The Undersigned is determined, that, so far as it Tests with him, no stlpula- :
tion of the Treaty shall be violated. The exchange of the ratifications is a
ceremony which records in the most solemn form that the new Treaty is the
rule henceforth to be observed in conducting 'the intercourse of the two nations.
And as the Treaty admits of no alteratlon or modification, the Undersigned
cannot -allow that the period fixed for the exchange be made in any way |
dependent on arrangements .necessary to carry certain of its details } into
execution.

- Itis with regret that the Undersigned finds at the very outset of a Mission
sent by Her Britannic Majesty as evidence of her desire for peaceful relations, .
that he.is met, not as he had a right to expect, with a cordial and frank invita-

. tion to the capltal but with delays and hesitations, ill-calculated to cement a

good understandmfr The Undelslgned will not, however, swerve in the least
from the course he has laid down in his letter of the 18th ultimo. He is.
resolved to proceed forththh to Pekin, there to exchange the ratifications of -

“the Treaty, and to deliver in*person the letter 1ntrusted ‘to his charge by his

gracious Sovereign to His Tmperial Majesty, to whom it is.addressed, nor will he .

quit the capital until satisfied that effect will be given, without reserve, to every

prov1s1on of the Treaty of Tien-tsin. .

The Undersigned intends no dnscourtesy to the Imperial Commlssmnere,
but he must, under these- cncumstances, positively declme any interview Wlth
them at-this place.

His resolution to proceed to Pekln witheut dehy is inflexible. ‘

. It'is at the same time his duty to warn his Excellency Kweiliang. that he.

-is prepared to insist on a receptlon beﬁttmg the dxgmty of the nation he repre-

s
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sents, and that any failure in this. lespect W 111 be attended with the most-serious
consequences to the Imperial Gover nment.

The Underswned &e. .
(Swned) - FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.
Shanghae, June 8, 185 ‘

Inclosure 5 in No. 8.
My, Bruce to Commissioner Kweiliang.

THE Undersigned, &c.. had the honour to address a letter to the Chief
Secretary of State, Kweiliang, upon the 8th instant. He has received no reply
to this, and he observes that neither his Excellency nor his colleagues the
Imperial Commissioners, who have. informed him that it is through thelr hands
alone'that the ratifications of the Treaty can pass, are, to all appeax ance; making
any effort to reach Pekin by the day-on which it is by Treaty agreed. the ratifi-
cations shall be exchanged.” He begs, therefore, to point out to them that thete
are lying in this harbour several steamers, one or two of them flying the Chinese
flag, by the:employment of which it is perfectly within their power to accompllsh
their journey before the appointed time. :

Admiral Hope, the Naval Commander-in-chie§ has started for the mouth
of the Peiho with his squadron, charged to advise the local authorities of the
immediate approach of the Underswned and his colleague, M. de Bourboulon
the Minister of France.

" The Undersigned, before leaving Shanoha,e begs agam to impress upon his .

i xcellency Kweiliang, that his proceedmo' is - in strict accordance with the
Treaty provision, and he throws upon the Chinese Government the entite

responsxblhty of any consequences that may arise from its violation. T

The Undersigned, &c. :
( Slgned) FREDERICK W, A. BRUCE.
Shanghae, June 11, 1859, : s

Inclosure 6 in No. 8. _
M. Bruce to Rear-Adwiral Hope,

- Sir, g . : Shanghae, June 11, 1859.

THE communications I have received from the ]'mpernal Commiissioners.

“do not, I regret to say, justify me in assuming that the Chinese Government
has resolved to receive my visit to D’ekin in a conciliatory spirit. There is
manifestly a desire to treat this visit, not as the exercise of our undoubted
privilege under Treaty, but as an exceptional case, the various steps of which
are to be minutely arranged at this place before we are to be peimiited to
proceed to the North; and not satisfied with the interminable discussions to
which such a course w ould necessarily lead, the Cotnmissioners propose further

" to enter upon the details necessary for. carrying into efféct the provisions of"the
‘Treaty.: Their letters breathe throughout the old spirit of jealousy and xsola-
tion, : ‘

. Ttis not consxstent w1th my instructions, nor wlth the express stlpu]atmns
of the Treaty, that I should agree to such 1oposa1s, nor do I see how it would be
possible, within reasonable tnme, to settle at this gistance from Pekin, questions.
of ceremonial which affect the Emperer pelsonallv and on ‘which his pleasure
will have to be taken.-

' T am. satisfied, on lookmq over the correspondence, and p‘utwulanly bv
reference to the Earl of Elgin's last letter to the Commissioners on leaving China,
that they cannot allege, with any sliow of reason, that they have prolonged their
stay here at his 1eque<:‘t ‘and however much I regret the difficulties ‘that may
avise out of théir absence from the capital at this corguncture, I do vot think
that 1 could depart from the prozramive “contained in my first letter to them,-
-without involving -myself later in more serious complications, and -withiout

' reviving hopes in the mmd of the Chinese’ Government that bv procrastmatlon



16

and discussions they may- succeed ultimately i in giving to’ this visit to- Pel\m a

character, in the eyes of the Chinese people, at variance with those principles of
equality and unrestricted intercourse which it was one of the main objects of the

Treaty to msure.

- 1 have, therefore, mf‘ormed them that I cannot accede to their 1equest to
remam here, and that I shall take my departure for the North without delay, in
~order to effect the exchange of the ratlﬁcatlons and the presentation of my letter
and credentials to the Empelol

- At the same time I am anxious to give to the Imperial Government the
opportumty, if it be so disposed, of repanmo' the neglect.of the Commissioners,
.and of receiving me in 2 friendly manner. You will precede my arrival at the
‘Peiho, and I'beg that you will have the goodness to inform the officer in charge
of the forts of the approach of the Ministers of England and France on a friendly
mission, and inquire whether orders have been given to facilitate their progress

to Tien-tsin. Should the reply be in the negative, I'would suggest that they -

"should be called, upon to transmit the intelligence to Pekin, warning them at
the same time that if a reply is not received within a certain fixed period, the
Imperial Government will be held respons1ble for the consequences.

By the time your message reaches Pekin the Government will be in posses-

‘sion of the correspondence between his Excellency Kweiliang and the foreign -

Plempotentlarles, and will be informed accurately of the objects and scope of the

"visit to the capital. M¥ de Bourboulon agrees with me as to the course to be
adopted, and I am authorized by him to request that you will make the above
commumcatlon in his name-as well as in mine. -
. 1 intend leaving Shanghae on or about the 15th of this month
I have, &c.
(Slgned) _ FREDERICK W. A BRUCE

Inclosure 7 in No. 8.

Commissioners Kweiliang, Hwashana, §c., to'Mr, Bruce,

. (Translation.) .

KWEIL &e., Hwa, Ho, &c., Twau, &c . Impenal Commissioners, make a

communication in rep!y
On receipt of Mr. Bruce’s letter of the 8th, lnstant acquainting the Commls-
sioners that his determination to proceed forthwith” to Pekin to exchange the
<ratifications of the Tredty was unalterable, the Commissioners feeling that it
would not be corrett that the day appointed for that purpose, which was near at
_ hand, should be passed, after due deliberation decided that the only course open

. t6 them was to represent the matter fully to His Majesty the Emperor, and to

~request him to be pleased specially to select some high officer who might proceed

to Tien-tsin to make arrangements.for Mr. Bruce’s reception. "Their memorial .
was sent forward at the rate of 600 (200 miles) a-day,* and would arrive at.

‘the latest in some eight or nine days at Pekin, so that it might be assumed that
when Mr. Bruce and the Ministers of France and America reached Tien-tsin, the
- Imperial Commissioners could not fail to have arrived as well, ‘and so the
. exchange of Treaties in Pekin would be. effected by the time fixed. for the
arpose.
P pThe Comrmssxonels were in the act of addressing Mr. Bruce to the above
" effect when they received his second letter dated the 11th instant, expressing a
 wish- that. they should proceed by steamer. They were not unaware that a
steamer ‘would be a most expeditious (means of conveyance), but they have
not received His Majesty’s commands (to avail themselves of it), and they could

on no account presume so to proceed on their own motion. Were they now to -

" make the proposition the subject of the memorial (so far from any advantageous
. result from such a course), there would ,be, on: the contrary, time lost in the

‘, marching’ and countermarching. It behoves them, therefore, in obedienice to-

His Majesty’s commands, to rcturn post haste to the capital. As they have
" prayed His Majesty to, detach a high officer 'to act as agent in_the matter,
_ Mr. Bruce ‘will be certainly enabled to arrive at his destmatmn by the time
' appointed. With the peaceful relatxous now established between the two nations,

#* This is the form of words for the f'aste~t rate of maxl-uosnatch but one,

D
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‘nothing certainly will be done that is. not in. conformity with the provisions of
the Treaty, and the Commissioners, accordmgly, pray Mr. Bruce at once to
-put away all misgiving on the subgect There is no need for him to feel any
anxiety.. They would wish that on- his arrival at the mouth of the Tien-tsin
river (the Peiho), he should anchor his vessels of war outside the bar,-and then,
- without much baggage, and with a model ate retinue, proceed to the capital for
'the exchange of the Treaties. His mission being a pamﬁc one (or, as he comes
speaking peace), his treatment by the Government of China will not fail to be
in every way most courteous; and it is the sincere wish of the Commissioners that
relations of friendship may be from this time forth consolidated, and that on
“each side confidence may be felt in the good faith and justice of the other,
A necessary communication, addressed to the Honoulable F. Bruce, C.B,,
-&e., &e.
Hlen-fung, 9th year, 5th moon, 12th day (June 12 1859)
(Recelved June 13, 8 a.n.)

No. 9.
Mr. Bruce to the E’arl of Malmesbury — (Received September 13.) .

My Lord, L Of he Peijo River, July 5, 1859.

1 HAVE. the honour to state that four days after the receipt of his
Excelleney Kweiliang’s letter, I left Woosung for the North, taking the
« Coromandel” in tow, in order to have an unarmed Ve%el in which to ascend
the river.

On arriving at the Islands of Sha-loo-tien, the rendezvous agreed on with
the Admiral, I found the squadron no longer there and proceeded to the mouth
of the Peiho on the 20th June, where the ships were assembled, the Admiral
having sent the gun -boats over the bar, on account of the heavy sea running
outside.

- Admiral Hope reached the Islands of Sha-loo-tien on the 16th, and on -
the 16th he left the'anchorage in the * Fury,” attended by two gun-boats to
- announce the coming of the Ministers of England and France to the authorities -
at the mouth of the river. The “ Fury ” and gun-boats anchored outside the
bar, and- Commander Commerell, with Mr. Mongan, the interpreter, Went over
the bar in the *“ Fury’s ” gig, to deliver the message. They were not allowed to,
land by the armed rabble dn the bank, and when Captain Commerell asked for .
an *interview with the authorities, they declared that there was no authority,
civil or military, on the spot; that the bairiers in the river had been made by
. the people at their own expense, not against us, but against the rebels; and
. that the garrison consisted of militia only. The chief spokesman, who called
himself an engineer, or Clerk of the Works, however, offered” to take any
~ 'message to Tlen-tsm and bring back. an answer.

© On receiving the report of what had passed, Admiral Hope sent Captain -
Commerell in again to inform them of the arrival of the Ministers, and to
request that a passage should be opened within three days to allow of thelr
proceeding hy the river to Tien-tsin.

To 'this they replied that they had dlbpatched a messenger to Tien-tsin to
notify our arrival, and that a passage should be opened within the requned ume
- Admiral Hope then returned to Sha-loo-tien. - '

‘On the 18th the squa.dron left for the Pexho, and the gun- boats anchored -
nside the bar-on account &f the heavy sea running outside; and on the 20th,
‘the day of my arrival, Admiral Hope proceeded to the forts to see whether steps
had been taken to open a passage for us, and to deliver a letter he had addressed -
to the Intendant of Tien-tsin, stating that the squadron would remain -at the
anchorage during our visit to Pekin, and requesting that a market should be
~opened for the sale of fresh provisions, and -arrangements made for landing of

officers and men in such numbers as might not be inconvenient to the mhabxtants
of Takoo: '

The same rabble came down to the bank, and opposed the landing, one of
them threatening Mr. Mongan with a drawn sword when he jumped on shore.
Thev again denied the presence of any authority, and asserted that they were
ailitia, acting on their own responsibility. Instcad of removing the obstacles,

’
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they had further closed the passages, and when taxed with this breach of their
promise, denied that they had ever offered to remove the barriers.

To give more colour to their assertions of the absence of.any authority,
they hoisted no flags on_the forts, and: 1o so]dler was visible durlntr the tlme
‘the squadron was lying there. - y

"It is not difficult to understand the motives of the Chinese Government in
thus holding aloof, contrary to their usual custom, fron all communication with
the squadron and foreign Ministers. We know from the Pekin Gazettes that
during the last eight months thev have been studiously adding to their defences
along this coast, and that Sunglo-lin-sin, a Mongol Prince, the head of the war
party, and distinguished by his succeSqul defence of Tien-tsin against the rebels
in 1853, has been appointed Commander-in-chief of this district. It is evident
‘that the Government were preparing for our arrival, and had instructed the
garrison to represent themselves as a militia post, and to deny the presence of
any constituted authority, by which arrangement, they hoped to preserve an
attitude which would enable them to take advantage of his success,if he were,
able to keep us out of the river, or to disavow his proceedings, if he failed in hlS
efforts to do so.

After a long and anxious consultation M. de Bourboulon and I decided tha.t
we ought to adhere strictly to the course laid down in our letters to Kweiliang at
Shanghae, and that we should insist, as much for the sake of our future commu-

. nications with Pekin as fpr the successful accomphshment of the mission now

. confided to us, on the right of using the river as the natural highway to the
capital. If, in accordance with Kweiliang’s memorial, a high officer had been.
deputed to meet us at this place, bearmg a friendly invitation from the Emperor,
and satisfactory assurances as to our persenal reception. by him, we were quite
prepared to have proceeded as far as Tien-tsin with only such vessels as were
required for the accommodation of ourselves and suite, for I do not think that
in any case we ought to have allowed our right to choose the only expeditious
and commodious route to the capital to be, questioned. But on considering the
late proceedings of the Chinese Government, the persistency of Kweiliang and
his colleagues in remaining in the South, instead of returning to Pekm, the
proposal to effect the ratifications at Shanghae, the attempts to "delay our
progress to the North by raising fresh discussions -on the Treaty, and, finally,
the hostile and discourteons reception we have-met with here, we were forced
to conclude that the difficult task lay before us of carrying the Treaties into full -
operation, and of insuring a reception at Pekin on terms to the last degree
mortifying to Chinese arrogance, while the Emperor is the hands of a party '
averse to concession, and relying on their preparations to resist us.

Every incident corroborated the information we obtained at Shanghae from
a Chinese authority, reported to your Lordship in my despatch of the,14th -
ultimo, - that the Emperor would not accede to what we were instructed to
demand except under the pressure of fear. S

* The question, then, for consideration was, ‘how were we to work, suﬁicxentlv
on the fedrs of the Empeior to induce him to give way? The experience of last

year showed that the presence of a squadron in the gulf was not enough to effect = -

that object. while it equally showed that the opening of Pekin would follow on the

aecessxblhty of Tien-tsin to our ships being established. 'We could, hardly be

mistaken in inferring from the studied manner in which the Chinese officials held

aloof from- all communication with- us, and from the repeated assertion of no-
‘authority being present at the forts, that the Government was -prepared to

- disavow these hostxlc proceedings, if we succeeded m clearing a. passafre up the

" river,

" We were equally justified by our past experience, and by the reluctance of
the Chinese Government to allow us to proceed up. the river, in assuming that
they considered they would gain a great advantage by keepmtr the vessels
outside, and by reducing us to ner*otxatmg in the gulf or in the interior, deprived
of the -moral support we should have acquired from the presence of our flags at
Tien-tsin. Our desisting from claiming the right to go up in our own ships
would have been attributed to inability to force thelr defences, and the ascendancy-

~would thus have been secured to the war party in the Emperor’s Councils. My

_ conviction is, that in that case we must have .abandoned all hope of ‘a proper
reception at Pekin on this occasion, and that we should have found it impossible
to. estabhsh unrestrlcted aceess to the Central Government in. {utore, or work.

D2
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out in practice the clauses of the Treaty provided for circulation in the interiof,
and the imposition of regular duties instead of arbitrary exactions; provisions
which can-always be evaded, and for which we can have no other guarantee than
the Emperor’s dread of giving us offence. '
*" "On the 21st of Ju une,I accordingly addressed a letter to Admiral Hope
(copy inclosed), requesting him in the joint names of M. de Bourboulon and
- myself to take such steps as he might deem expedient to clear away the obstacles
in the river, so as to admit of our proceeding at once to Tien-tsin. Nothing
-was done until the 24th, the Admiral being meanwhile engaged in notifying that
as a passage up the river had not been opened he should proceed to open it
himself, and Mr. Ward, the American Minister, having signified his intention of
proceeding on the 24th in his small steamer o' the forts, and requiring a free -
passage up the river, in which application he was, like ourselves, unsuccessful.
During that . night, howevcr Admiral Hope caused part of the obstacles to be
blown 1 up w ithout loss, and the attempt to pass the barriers and pmceed up the
Tiver was fixed for the morning of the following day.

About 9 AM. On the 25th, a junk came alongside Her Majestv’s slup
« Magicienne;” anchored about nine miles from the for ts, and a petty mandarin
came on board with a letter addressed to me by the Governor-General of
Pechelee, - translation of which I herewith inclose. It announced that the
Governor-General had been ordered to proceed to Peh- -tang-ho, an inlet or small
mouth of the river, about ten miles to the northward of this anchorage, and
thence to offer his services to Her Majesty’s Minister. That Kweiliang and
Hwashana had been summoned back to Pekin, as the persons authorized to
exchange ratifications, and convey the Minister to the capital. . T was requested,
therefore, to await their arrival, ‘and to allow time for the withdrawal of the
troops quartered at Peh-t'mO-ho, after which the Governor-General would come
in a vessel to convey me.to the landing-place, whence I should proceed to Pekin
by land.

d This letter was dated the 23rd, and only reached me on the 25th—a- delay
which is inexplicable, if it had been intended to reach me in time.

As, in the body of the letter, the name of Her Majesty was not put en the’
same leyel with that of the Emperor of China, thereby violating the principle of
equality established by the Treaty, it was returned by Mr. Wade for correction,
with an intimation that T was about to _proceed to Tien-tsin.

As the attempt to pass up the river was to be made at.10 a.ir., it would

_have -been difficult for me, at that late hour, to bave commumcated with the
Adwmiral, who was at a distance of nine mlles, and already engaged in his
operations ; but I should not have been deterred by the infor mality “alluded to

.above, had the contents of the letter been satisfactor y- Tt will be seen however,
on comparing it with Kweiliang’s last letter to me at Shanghae, that the
proposal differs so w1de1y from the course recommended by the Commissioners,
as to confirm_the impression in my mind that the pacific party had lost their
‘influence with the Emperor. Kweiliapg had acknowledged the, propriety of -
exchanging the ratifications within the supuhted period, and had -proposed that
a person should be named to meet me at this place, and conduct, me at once to
Pekin ; thus admitting that the Treaty wasto be acccpted as it stood withous

' turther digcussion.

The Governor-General of Pecheles proposes a course w luch is substanmllv

" a repetition of the attempts made to detain me at.Shanghae, and poatpone .
indefinitely the.exchange of ratifications, thereby giving room for re-opening
discussions on. those. pomt% which are p(u‘mculu]‘ obnoxious to the Chinese
Government. * In Loth letiers it is to be remurked ‘that a demand for a personal
interview is passed over in silence; and in neither am 1 informed that -the
Imperial Government objects to .our making use of the river-route to Tien-tsin.

Apart, therefore, from the counsider ations 1 have .specified above, for

- believing that the abandmm]ent of the right to go up the river would be fatal to .
the success of the mission, and would establish a plec"dent which would put it
in the power of the Chinese Government to throw difficulties in the way of our:
futnie intercourse with Pehm, I could only sce.in this overture a further 'tttcmpt
at evasion and deh\ and evidence that the influence at Court-of Kiveiliang and

‘his colleagues was at a low ebb. It is, wmoreover, a significant proof of how idle
it is to expcct to carry out our policy by appealing to any other motive than fear,

- that' no commumcatwn waus addmsscd to M, de bourboulon, and no notice tahen ‘

13



1()

of Mr. Ward, though he came to the (;ulf' of' Pechel(,e at the express. nwltatwn
of the Imperial Commlsaloneu _
. Answers are received at . Takoo within fortv-ewht houls from Pekm, and
had the Government wished: to treat foréign Ministers with courtesy, it would
not have allowed eight, days to’ elapse without taking any notice of them,.and
‘then contented itself with addressing the only Minister who h‘tppens to be
_supported by a considerable force.© .
Her Majesty’s Government will be informed by Admiral Hope's despatches
that on proceeding to remove the barriers on the 25th, the  batteries, which had
"up to that time remained apparently deserted, and some of them masked, were
:suddenly manned, and opened with so heavy and well-directed a fire as to
‘render the operation of removing the barriers impossible. Towards the closé of
the day a force was landed to storm the batter ies, but failed in the attempt,
~owing to the nature of the ground, and the deep ditches which had to be crossed
, befoxe reaching the forts. \othmg could exceed the heroism of those engaged
in the attack, and judging from our past experience of Chinese warfare, thelc
_.was every reason to expect success. But the Chinese fired on this occasion
with'a skill and precision of which there is no previous example in the history
. of our contests with them, and which would seem to show that they must have
received foreign instruction, even if they have not foreigners.in their ranks. .
. Admiral IIope baving notified to me that the force under his command was
unable to clear the passage up the river, M. de Bourboulon and myself agreed
- that we must considet the mission to Pekin at’an end for the present, and that
we should retive to Shanghae. 1 aécoxdmgly addressed the inclosed letter to
~the Admiral, requesting hlm to dispose of the force in the manner best calculdted.
to-preserve tranquillity at the ports open to trade. I thought it expedient not
to address any communication to the Chinese Government upon these events, in
order not to interfere in any way with the decision of Her Majesty’s Government,’
aud to keep the Chinese Government as long as possible in suspense as to its
»ultenm mtentzona :
' I have, &c. -
(Signed) FREDERICK W, A. BRUCE

Tnclosure 1 in No. 9.

Rear-Admiral Hope to t’ze Taoutae of Tien-tsin.

' ' Off the Peiho, ane 20, 1859

HAVING arrived here with'a considerable squadron, in company with the’
‘Honourable Frederick Bruce, the Minister empowered by Her Majesty the
Queen of Great Britain to exchange the ratifications of the Treaty concluded
last year with His Majesty the Empelor of China, and it being my intention
that the squadron shall remain here during Mr. Bruce’s absence at Pekin, I
request that proper directions may be given that I may he, permitted to purchase
such supplies of fresh provisions and other articles as I require ; and that the.
-officers and men may have free cominunication with'and access to the shore’in |
such numbers as may not be inconvenient to the inhabitants of Takoo,

: ~ Accept, &c.
(Sigued) - JAMES IIOPE

]nclos'ule 2in No. 9.
M7 Bruce to Rem-Achzml Hope. :

Sir,” A . Magmemze, off the Pe?ho, June 21 1859.

M. DE BOURBQULON dnd myself having ~matarely considered the .
: posmon of affairs, we bhave come to the conclusxon that 1t would net be
eonsistent with the course hitherto adopted by us, to delay further our attempts
to - reach Pekin within. the time’ specitied by ‘the Lreaty for thé exchange of
ratifications; . The Chinese Government, besides the ‘Article of the Treaty- 1t‘~cli ‘
‘is before this in possession of.the cozrespondence that passed: at Shanghae w itls
 the Commissioners, and, had it wished - to, do 80j,. could have sent oxdels to
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facilitate our progress up the river. :As you are aware, the course their officers
at Takoo are pursuing bears every mark of a fixed determmatmn to prevent our
proceeding to Tien-tsin. The superior officers in-charge of the.forts keep out of
the way to avoid making any specific declaration of their intentions until their
preparations for our exclusion are completed, and their subordinates have-not
hesitated at positive falsehood for the same purpose.

There is considerable reason to believe that on the Mongol Prince in charge
of the works the hopes of the war party repose, and that if he is defeated in his
attempt to keep us out of the river, pacific counsels will prevail with the
Emperor ; but there is little chance of any satisfactory result while their confi-
dence in him is unabated, or that the visit to the capital will be effected in such
a manner as to imapress the Chinese with a just idea of our natlonal power and
equality. '

We have therefore resolved to place the matter in your hands, and to .
request you to take any measures you may deem expedient for clearing away the
oobstructions in .the river, so as to allow us to proceed at once to Tien-tsin.

‘T have also to beg that you will act.in M. de Bourboulon s name, as.well as
in mine.

J I have, &c.
(Signed) ©  FREDERICK W, A. BRUCE

Inclosure 8 in No. 9.

v Governor Hang to Mr. Bruce.
_ (Translation.) :
.HANG, Governor-General of Chili, &c:, &c., &c., makes a communication.
~ In obedience to the commands of His Impena.l Majesty, the Governor-
General has come to Peh-tang—ho, a port (or harbour) to the northward of
- Ta-koo, to be of any service (or to do the honours to) Her Bmtanmc MaJestV s
Envoy. ‘
. As the negotiators of the- ‘Treaty made last year, His Majesty the Emperor
has issued a Decree commanding the Chief Secretary of State, Kweiliang, and
the President of the Board of Civil Office, Hwashana, to return from Shanghae
to Pekin, and they may arrive any day. If the Envoy of Her Britannic MaJestv
will have the goodness to wait until the Chiefs Secretary Kweiliang and his
colleagues reach the capital they will thereupon receive him at once, and he will
enter tl)le capital to exchange the Treaties (or will exchange the Treaties in the
capital
' At7Peh-tang-ho itself there has always been a military station and a battery
for the defence of the coast. Orders. have been issded to Temove the troops and:
guns to the rear; and, as soon as this shall be effected, a vessel (or vessels) will
be prepared for the Governor-General to proceed with outside the bar to welcome
Hell; Britannic Majesty’s Envoy to Peh tang—ho, whence he can proceed by land
to Pekin.
" A necessary communication addressed to Mr. Bruce, &c &e.
- Hien-fung, 9th year, 5th moon, 24th day (23rd June, 1859)

[The character signifying “ Her Majesty” is not on a. level Wlth ‘that
signifying the Emperor, as by the fixed rules of Chinese official composition it
would be, were it employed in speaking of the Emperor himself. It marks a
non-appreciation of the complete equality we claim for our Sovereign with all
allies, the Emperor of China included, and I should recommend that the on‘rmal
be returned for correction.—T. W]

Inclosure 4 in No. 9.
Rear-Aerdl'Hope to Mr. Bruce.

Sir, - E « Coromandel,” off the Peiho, July 1, 1859.

1 HAVE the honouyr to acquaint you that the means at my disposal have
. proved insufficient to remove the obstacles opposed to-your entry at the mouth
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of the Peiho; and that they are of so formidable a nature that any farther
operatlonq cannot lead to successful result. :

‘I expect the repairs of the gun-boats to be completed about the middle of
next week, and I hope to be able to re-assemble the force outside the bar about
that time : and under such circumstances I shall be gla,d ta know in what way [ .
can most forward the ohjects of your mission. :
, I have also to request that you will be so good as to forward a copy of this
communication to M. de Bourboulon, and irform that gentleman how much I
am indebted to Captain Tricault, of the * Duchayla,” for his ass1stance durmg
the engagement of the 25th ultimo.

- I have, &c.
(Slgned) JAMES HOPE.

Inclosure 5 in No. 9.
M. Bruce to Rear-Atmiral Hope.

- Sir, : * “ Magicienne,’* off the Peiho, July 2, 1859.

" .~ T REGRET that, in consequence of a resistance which our previous expe-

rience of Chinese warfare could not have led us to anticipate, the means at your

%xsposal have proved insufficient to remove the obstacles to my progress up the
eiho

Allow me at the same time, whilst offering you my profound sympathy for
the loss sustained by the squadron, to express my sincere admiration of the
decision and gallantry shown in the operation undertaken for that object.

' As you inform me that, in the face of this formidable resistance, further
operations cannot lead to a successful result, I beg to state that 1 have, for the
present, abandoned all attempts to reach Pekin, and have resolved to réfer home
for instructions as to the course to be adopted With this view Mr. Rumbold
proceeds by the néxt mail to England to furnish Her Majesty’s Government
with full particulars respecting what has occurred.

Under these circumstances, I agree with you that the return of the Marines
“and Sappers to Hong Kong is desirable, and that the ships should be employed
in the manner most conducive to the security of Her Majesty’s subjects, and to
- ‘the protection of their interests at the several ports.

' In accordance with your request, I have communicated to M de Bourboulon
a copy of your letter.

' Ihave &e. o
(Signed) : FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE
No. 10.

Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 13.)

My Lord, Shanghae, July 13, 18539.
1 PROPOSE in this despatch to give a succinct account.of the course T -
have adopted, and of the grounds on which it is based. It is necessary to allude
briefly to the maxims of China in regard fo intercourse with forelgn nations, as

they afford the key to what has taken place.

" In-China international relations have been always studiously ignored by, the .
Government, and in no single instance has a Foreign Minister succeeded in
obtaining admission to the capital, except on performance of the “kotow;” or
ceremony of ‘vassalage, or in the character of tribute-bearer. The subjects of
foreign nations residing in China are represented as belongmg to barbarous tribes,
and living by trade (of all occupations the one least in repute among the Chinese),
as devoid of civilization, and ignorant of the rules of reczson, and bv all means to 5
e confined to the outskirts of the country.

~ According to the maxims of the Government, they are entitled to no rights

- beyond those accorded by the favour of the Emperor -and though circumstances

and the weakness of the Government have led it to acquiesce in the concession -
of considerable privileges to foreigners in. distant - sea-ports, it is remarkable, as
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jprovmfr how tenamously it holds to its traditions, that it always classifies  as acts
of rebellion the measures of coercion adopted by foreign Governments to obtain-
redress for wrongs done to their subjects.
~ Now the British Treaty of Tien-tsin (which is- much more complete in thls
respect than the Treaties signed -at that place by the other Powers) asserts
principles which are d:ametmcally opposed to these traditiona} pretensions of the
Chinese Government: * According to it, the British Minister .is-to be accredited
as a Representative of an independent equul Power, and the Chinese Govern- .
ment, in its treatment of him, is called upon-finally to abandon the assumption
-of superiority which it asserted uncompromisingly during Lord Amherst’s
Embassy, and, so lately as three years ago, when Count Poutiatine first proposed
“to visit Pekin. He is to be allowed free and unrestricted communication with
-the capital, not only as specified in the French and American Treaties, when he
has- business to transact, but whenever he wishes to visit it. His diplomatic
intercourse is to be- conducted according to the usages of Western nations, and
_he.is not to be called on to perform*any ceremony: of a nature derogatory to his
"character as representing an equal and independent nation. In.future, access to
the capital is to be recognized as a right the Minister can insist on, instead of its
being begged for as a favour, and either vefused or conceded on such terms as.
 the- Chinese might choose to impose. for the sake of saving their own dignity at
“the expense-of that of the foreign Envoy in the eyes.of the Chinese population.
-.-The clauses which permit British subjects to travel in the interior, and
open the Yang-tze river to British shipping; are equally subversive of the esta-
blished maxims of Chinese statesmen. To push us back on the sea-board, and
“confine us'to-as few seaports as possible, to keep us outside the walls of important
-cities, and vilify us to'the people, in order to preserve a wall of separation between
the races, is the policy which -the Chinese Government, from its adherence to
usage, and from its indifference, if not dread of all progress, which can: on]y be
“attained through novelty, would gladly follow, if it dared to do so.
It is not surprising, therefore, when the allied squadrons left the Peiho river
Jnst year, and the panic produced by their presence began to subside, that ancient
-maxims and prejudices should have gradually 1esumyd the ascendant at Pekin,
and that the Imperial Cabinet should have: entertained. hopes of recovering part
of the ground it had lost. There is proof of its language and fecling with regard
to forexgnels having undergone no change in a Decree published in " the * Pekin
Gazette,” on the- 25th July, one month after the signature of the Tleatv, in
‘which allusion is made to the ‘barbarians suddenly rushing up the river to
"Tien:tsin, and retiring moved by the eommands of kwellmxg and his colleague,
“signified with- affectionate earnestness.” Sungko-lin-sin, 2 Mongol Prince uputed '
to be their best General, was made Comnmndex~m~clnet of the Pechelee province,’
with a large force at his dhpoml the forts at Ta-koo rebuilt and strengthened,
and stakes -and obstacles of different. kinds placed across the river-to efface the
- impression produced by the proceedings of last year, and by preventing foreign
' ships from arriving at Tien-tsin, to render Pekin more inaccessible than ever. .
While these preparations were going ‘on, the departure of the High Officer
of the Board of Revenue, who was to settle the Tarift’ at Shanghae, w a° delayed
in order that he might not rcach Shanghae until the season. for operations.in the
Gulf "of Pechelee had passed, and whén he started he was ‘accompanied by the
‘ Impeual Commissioners Kweilidng and Hwashana. Subsequent cvents leave no
-doubt in mgy mind that. the statement contained in the letter of which Mr. Parkes
‘obtained possession, is substantially correct, and that they. were instructed to -
~cbtain modifications in ‘the punmpa! Articles of the Treaw———the residence. at
Pekin, the opening of the Yang-tze river, and cu‘culatxon in the interior, to all of
+ which the Ewperor strongly ob;cms
To their first letter the Commissionérs advanced Lhe punmple that the
frTreaty having- been signed under pressure, its provisions had not been. fully
- diseussed. "But the determination  evinced by f ord Elgin not to allow the
‘Treaty to be called in' question, seems to have. convinced the Commissioners
that it was advisable to rest satistied with the concession made as to permanent
residence at the capital. It is clear; however, that their remonstrances-against
- thepoliey, enjoined on them from Pekin, were most unpalateable to the Empe1m '
--and his counsellors, who urged them to make further efforts; and the dissatjs-
“faction with the conduct of Ho, who seems to have pointed out most strongly -
the inexpediency of the course proposed, is reported to have been expr essed in -
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the autograph lescmpt that “his obstnmey would be the cause of calamity
to him.” '

In the beginning of March Lord Elgin, who' had left Shanghae on account

- of the unsatisfactory state of Canton wrote to the Conmmissioners, stating that
Her Majesty’s Government had a‘rreed not to establish the Mission permanentlv
‘at Pekin, on condition of a proper reception being given to Her Ma]esty’s
‘Minister. ' He further informed them of his.approaching departure from'China,
and of iny appointment, charged with important documents to be delivered at
the capital, and warned them solemnly that peaceful relations could only be
maintained by a faithful observance of the Treaty. The Imperial Commlssmners,
in spite of this information, continued at Soo-chow, instead of requrning to.the
capital to prepare for the reception of myself and the French Minister ;. and their
motive in so’ domg was made sufficiently manifest by their attempts through a
Chinese formerly in Mr. Wade’s, but now. in the Chinese service, to ascertain
whether we would consent to exchange ratifications at Shanghae,or, at least, to
‘be conducted from that point by land to Pekin. "This journey. occupies two
months, and T leave your Lordship to judge whether, had we adopted this route,
“we should not have abandoned, for all practical purposes, one great object of the.
- ‘Freaty, viz., free acoess to the Central Government, -
) it was only after my arrival at Hong Kong, that 1 heard of the Commls-
'sioners having remained in the South, “and .received Mr. Hart’s Memorandum-
(inclosed in my despatch of the 30th of May), deseribing the hostile fecling of'
the. Court, and throwing considerable light- on the motives of this inconvenient
delay of the Commissioners. - I felt at once that it became necessary either to.
throw overboard niy instractions entirely, to abandon the visit to Pekin and the
‘attempt to establish, on a proper footing, once for all, our diplomatic relations -
with the Court of Pekm or to declare that I would insist on exchanging the
ratifications at the capital within the period stipulated in the Treaty, and on a
R ersonal reception by the Emperor for the -purpose of delivering to him Her

Iajesty’s autograph letter. I could not doubt that*the task of extorting a
“reception at Pekin in a form implying a surrender on the part of the Emperor of
his pretensions ta national superiority, would be more difficult than obtaining a
recognition of our equality on paper; and that the Chinese Government, in
accordance with its usual policy, would endeavour, by prescribing the route I
was to follow, by limiting the number of my attendants, and by bad arrange-
ments during ‘the j journey, to put me in the degrading position hitherto occupled
“by foreign Emoys and recover, by this means, the prestlge it had lost by our
“successful coup de main of ‘last year. To prevent such a result, and to receive
free access to the capital in future on becoming terms, I deelded after mature
reflection, on proceeding by the river, the natural highway to Tien- -tsin, under
the British flag, as its presence at that place would establish in the eves of the
“Chinese that our visits to Pekin are a matter of right, not of favour.
‘ ‘M. de Bour boulon, whom I consulted before deciding on the course to be
pursued, entertained views similar to mine, and wrote a decpatch ta the Commls-
sioners in the same sense. '

~ T'could not, however, in the face of the umsatisfactory information I had
received, hope that the Chinese Government would agree to such a.complete
‘revolution of its mode of dsaling with foreigners, unless 1 was backed by a
sufficient force to inspire it with alarm. . 1 accordingly consulted with Admiral
"Hope and Sir Charles van Straubenzee on this point. Several gun-boats and
‘part of the squadron had been dispatched by Sir Michad Seymom to Shanghae,
previous to my arrival in China, to ‘be ready to accompany inc to the north.
This measure had been adopted before unfdvoumble Intelligence had been 1ece1ved
from that quarter.

'We agreed, on consultation, that the force dispatched was not larrre enough :

' to produce the desired i impression. It was, accordingly, stxengthened partica~
larly in the class of vesselsthat can cross the bar, and brounrht up to an eguality
with that*which accompanied the allied Ambassadors last year. - The larger the
foree, the less likelihood, judging from our e(peuencc of the Chinese charactel,
‘ thexe would be of a collision.

" On arriving at Shanghae, where I proceeded as soon as my French colleague
was 1eadv, I found, as I anticipated, the Commissioners .armed with pretexts. to
detain me, and prevent my visit.to the Peiho. Their letters, though 'moderate

_in tone, alluded -to" the three pnn(npal ‘clauses of the Treaty, and pmposed to

, "E -
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- re-open the dxscussxon upon them Had I accepted this overture, and abandoned
“the coursé laid down in my.letter of the 16th Mav,'they 'would have inferred
that I wasto be *“ soothed and controlled,” and would have postponed the ratifi-
_cations with the intention of obtaining my assent to conditions -which would
~have deprived these clauses of their prachcal efficacy. This view is confirmed
+by the fact that they were not in possession of the ratified Treaties ; the Chinese
Goverfiment having thus confined them to the task of gainiag tlme if nothing
else, by renewing: neootmtlons reserving meanwhile in its own hands the power
of éxchanging the ratxﬁcatlons or not, as it might seem expedient, after the
-result .of the interviews had been communicated to it. ‘

- I think that the Commissioners themselves were acting rather in obedlence
to the1r instructions from Pekin, than in the expectation that their attempts to
detain us heré would e successful. For, as soon as they received my letter,
stating that -1 would not enter into dlscusswn until the ratifications were
-exchanged, and declining any interview with them at Shanghae, the twelve-
month allowed by Treaty for the exchange having almost expired, they changed
entirely their tone.. They acknowledged the propriety of abiding by the terms
of the Treaty, and stated that they had memorialised the Emperor to send down
‘a high officer to Tien-tsin, whom we should find on our arrival, ready to conduct
us, in time, to the capital. Though they hinted at a’journey by land from the
-river’s mouth, and wished me to anchor the squadron outside the bar, they did
not state that orders had been given fo prevent.us eatering the river, and making

use of it to reach the town of Tien-tsin.

Admiral Hope left a day before the reply of the Commissioners was
_received, being desirous of making the passage under sail. The place of rendez-
;Yous was: ﬁxed at the Sha-loo- tien Islands, whence he was to comrmunicate to
‘the authorities the approaching arrival of the Ministers of England and France,
-en route for Tien- tqm, and inquire whether orders had been given for our
-reception.
+« © I announced .his departure the next day to the Comrmsclonels, and
-suggested the propriety of their proceeding to the Peiho on board one of the
~steam-ships, owned by Chmese, lying here, by which means they would be able
.to reach it in time to receive us. They declined doin so, on the ground that .
“they could not adopt so unusual a method of travelling without the Emperor’s -
.permission.. This may. be so; but I am inclined to think they shared in the
feeling expressed in confidence by the most enlightened of their assistants, that
.he would not go to the North, as there would be trouble, and .that the Emperor
and his counsellors were so unreasonable that they could not be brought to
terms without another lesson.

M. de Bourboulon and T left. Shanghae four days after the receipt of the
lettel of the Commissioner, in order to aﬁord time for the memorial to reach the
‘Emperor, and for the necessary orders to be given, should he*be inclined to
.aceord us a friendly reception, and carry out the recommendations it contained.-

- Mr. Ward, the American Minister, accompanied us at their. express invita-
tion; - having clalmed aunder. the most favoured nation clause, the right to
exchange the ratifications at Pekin, and present his credentials to the Emperor.
s+ - My despatch of the 5th instant, which is forwarded by the ‘present oppor-
tunity, gives in detail the events that took place at the Peiho. I have only to
remark, in explanation of the course pursued, that we found ourselves off the
.mouth of the river, which forms the highway to Pekin, within a few days of the
expiration of the period fixed by the Treaty for the exchanve of the ratifications.
On requesting a passage to be opened for us, and e‘(plammg the peaceful objects
of the mission, we were informed that there was no authozity on the spot; that
the fort and barriers were not constructed by order of the Government, but by
the people, who had: built and garrisoned them for their protection against rebels,
not to keep us out of the river. In proceeding to remove them, we, therefore,
violated ne order of ‘the Imperial Government, and, had e been successful, the
Government could,  and would, no doult, have dlsavowed entuely the acts.of
those who opposed us. “At the same time 'we were convinced that the repug-
nance ‘of the Chinese Government to execute fully the Treaty, and to grant.us
the reception we were instructed to demand; could only be overcome by a sense
of their inability to resist us. - The’ preparatlons made since last vear had given
them confidence, and that feeling would have been increased, had we, on coming
an presence of them, receded from the demands we had made. ‘Under such
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circumstances, to have accepted the proposal of the Governor-General of Chili:
would. have been to enter on a path which must have ended in disgrace and*
failure ; and nothing, in my opinion, would have justified us in consentmff to it,
- unless the only competent huthority to pronounce a judgment on such a ques-
tion had expressed doubts as to the result of an attempt to force the passage of
the river. But I can state, positively, that if Admiral Hope had expressed
- doubts on the subject, they would not have been shared by the squadron, nor
by those who have had most experience of warfare in China; and, if it be
decided that the means at our command were insufficient’ to Justlfy us ih.
- pursuing so bold a line of policy, it 1s but right that I should share that respon-
sibility with him. '
- The Intendant of this place has recelved official notice of these events from .
Pekin, with orders, as he states, not to molest the English. But the effect of
this check must be prejudicial to our interests, as’in thls, more than in almost
any country, we are respected and considered in proportion as we are feared, and
whatever may be the ultimate decision of this Government with reference to the
_ Treaty of Tien-tsin, I do not think that itsprovisions can be carried out un‘ul
we recover our superiority in the eyes of the Chinese.
 Mr. Wade has drawn up a full and explicit Memorandum on the ploceedmgs
of the Chinese Government within the last year, to which I beg to call your
Lordship’s attentmn :
I have, &c. o
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE,

Inclosure 1 in No. 10

-Translatwn of a Paper Sforwarded to the Earl of Elgm m Mr Parkes’ Despatch of
January 15, 1859.

[Memomndum.——Two Chinese Clerks, perfectly unknown to each other,
have suggested, the moment they redd this paper, that it was the composition of
a small official sent by Hwang-tsung-han to Shanghae, to watch the progress of
affairs. The writer speaks of himself throughout as an official of much lower
rank than the person he addresses ; but I do not think that this is Hwang. The
words ‘“ Governor-General ” (of the Two Kwang) prefixed to Hwang’s name,
must have been elevated, had the letter been written to him direct.

- It must have been sent to Canton after Lord Elgin’s departure for Hankow,
aud before his- return to Shanghae —T. W.]

. THE Admlmstrators-m-chlet of barbarian business in- the capital are the
three Princes Hwui, Kung, and Ching (1). , : .-
When the four Imperml Commissioners (2) had their audience to take leave, -
His Majesty very posmvely signified to them that it was his pleasure not to
allow peace to be made in. this sort of way (3), and that the whole fifty-six
Articles of the Treaty of Tien-tsin must be cancelled. Ilo, Governor-General
of the Two Kiang, received them at Chang-chow, in the 8th nroon (Aagust,
September), and stoutly maintained that thero must be o wention whatever of
: change They were congequently at issue until their arrival at. Shan«r 1ae, when,
owing to the strong support given by the Treasurer Wang to the repr esen’mtlons
of Ho, the Commlssmners began to incline to a compromise. Several memo--
rials were addressed to the Throne in the joint names of the whole five, in reply
to which they continued -to receive, in every case, His Majesty’s peremptory
injunctions (to persist in the course prescribed) ; until, in his last decree, His
Majesty declared his pleasure to be, that if peace were made with the baxbanans,
four conditions must be insisted on:— . .
Firstly, he would, on no account, allow trade from Hanhow.to szkm
{Secondly : this condmon is om1tted most likely, by mistake, as the text
below ‘shows the question to have been the residence of a Minister at Pekin.)
Thlrdly, he Would not " allow . (foreigners) ‘to circulate in the different
-provinces. :
Fouarthly, he would ‘have the provincial- c1ty of Canton evucm‘ted at an
early date.
On 1ece1pt of Hm Mdjest) s commands s above, the Commlmoneaa had

E 2
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several consultations with' the barbarians.. They alas! would give in on one
point only; to wit, the evacuation of Canton; in the other three they held out
for what had been proposed at Tien-tsin.
. 'The Commissioners and the Governor-General Ho accor dmfrly made up (4)

another Memorial, to the effect that the barbarians had promised to evacuate
Canton ; that, as 1egarded admission into Pekin, they would not be allowed to
go and come in large bodies, nor to build churches there, but that the admission
‘of four er five on any. future occasion, when they might have business of
importance to transact, need not be p1oh1b1ted that, as to circulation in the
provinces, no one was to travel save with a passport, to be issued under the seals
of the local anthorities and the Consuls of the barbarians: no one would take
on himself to gor without one; so that, as it would still rest with the local
authorities, when the time came (3), to give or withhold a passport, this point
might, in their opinion, also be conceded. There thus remained no question but
that of the navigation of the river up to Hankow, whither it would really be
_difficult to prevent barbarians from proceeding.

' To this representation they received for answer from the, Empelor “Try
again with all your might, and you will succeed again.’ _

The Commissiouers and Ho, after receiving this, again put their seals to the
Treaties, and exchanged copies of them as concluded “and it was agreed that in
the third moon (April, May), the barbarians should go into the capxtal again to
exchange national letters (letters between the Governments). Ho, the Governor-
General, returned the same day to Soo-chow; the Treasurer \Vanv also
returned on the 5th. The English leader, Elgin, had started up the Great River

. on the 3rd, with five steamers, for Hankow. Just before his departure, he said,
* Provided that the provincial authorities behave well to me, I shall not insist
on ready money {or immediate payment) (6) at Shanohae, and -1 will write to
Canton, and have the city evacuated at once ; but if there is any more fighting
{on my journey), I must. postpone action (on these points).” The Commis-
sioners answered : ¢ We will write to prevent any one giving you matter of
offence; at the same time- there are several positions alonm your road in the
“hands of the rebels, and we are not responsible for any tlouble these may
. occasion you; nor will it be our affajr if your vessels come to harm by getting
aground on any of the numerous shoals in the Great River.” “It.does not
concern you; of course,” said he, “I can take care of myself;” and so he
~started. The following day he got aground off Fu-shan, and after transshipping
his guns, &c,, to a smaller vessel on the 5th, he got off by dint of. great exer-
tions on the 8th ‘and was reported to have passed Nankin on the 11th. It was
“also said that the long-haired men (the rebels) had fired, upon him, " though- this
is not certain. On the 10th, however, a number of devﬁs were brought back,
the barbarians said, ill of the small-pox, but the people haVe it, Wounded by the
rebels.. Which is the truth I know.not. -

In conclusion, I may remark that evelythmg relating to the. barbauans I8
kept so quiet that it is hard to learn the facts. - To give an instance : since the
Commissioners arrived here every conference. they have had with the Chiefs to
discuss business questions has been held either on board a steamer or in some .
out-of-the-way place, and, their measures agreed on- (the conferring paities)
‘have gone home to carry ‘them out. 'This is for fear they might be overheard-
by the native servants of the different houses of busmess Who understand the
devil language.

The Emperor has been moved to abolish the Testrictions on opmm. and to -
admit it into port at 30 taels per ‘picul import duty, and into the ‘interior at

15 taels transit duty. * The tariff is settled ; all goods pay 5 per cent. ad valorem.
“"This is proposed as.the import duty. If barbarmns go into the interior to sell
merchandize, they are to pay 2% per cent. (as a-transit duty), whether’ they pass
eight barriers or ten. On tea and silk there are some augmentatlons and some
diminutions.” The rules are now in form, apd as soon as the seal has been put-
to-them, a copy shall be submitted to you.

Touching the money payment to be made to the barbarians (to the Enghsh),
6,000,000 dollars; and to the Americans; 600,000 dollars; the latter,-some
" time ago, expressed their - readiness to the Comrmssmners to give up 100,000
dollars ; they would require only 509,000 dollars, namely 100,000 to’ be paid
at Shanghae, 100,000 at Fgo-chow, and. 300, OOO at’ Canton, to- be deducted,
during three years, from the duties. rI*he Commlssmners had settled the form
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of . instrument, so that thc American questmn may be lopked on as decided. A
despatch to, this effect must (soon) reach Canton. - The English-indemnity will,
most likely, follow a like rule of apportionment, a. quota being levied on the
(customs of the) places aforesaid, or the whole may be-laid on the. Shanghae
daties, in whicl case the people (ot Cantonj need feel no alarm. ' These barba-
rians are very anxious, nevertheless, to make Centon pay the largest share.
Tliis would delight them. Indeed, so déep-seated is the ill-will with which' they
regard the Canton officials, gentry, and people that they actually talk of shutting’
up Canton as a port altogzether, and- never trading ‘there again. They have
several times pressed the Commissioners, with. all their might, to denounce the
Governor-General: (Hwang), and the three gentlemen (Lo, Lun and Su);as a
condition of peace (or, hefore they would treat of peace). Thls has not. only
been done by worll of wmouth, but there has been cone:pondence upon it, of
which 1 inclose copies.

The Commls%mnels,l should humbly suppose, can hardly have been $O
stupid as to give 'in to everything in this way (7). They may be holdmg such
language as a means of keeping (the barbarians) within range.(8). lt is impos-
sible to say. Should they have moved the Emperor, as was. suggested His
Sacred Majesty would not surely have accepted their view of the case.. Never,
since the world began, was there such a doctrine as that the official, instead of
punishing the robber for his ‘theft, is to conciliate him by doing whatever his -
malignity may dictate against the person he has robbed ). (My remarks, I
-am sensible, are presumptuous.) How should an officer of my low estate and
mean abilities venture on pr oposxtxons at random ? [tisour duty to abide His
- Majesty’s decision.

Another statement is that Ho is strongly urging an. apphca,txon to the _
Emperor to transfer the seal of High Commissioner for the Five Ports from
Canton to Kiang-su, and that the Commissioners will very -presently address the.
Emperor to that effect. After his return to Soo-chow, the Governor-General
Ho addresses to the Emperor two memorials in -smccession, setting forth how
difficult it was to negotiate pedce; that after all his pains he had only got so
far; that the barbarians when they had got a foot wanted ever an inch moxe‘,'.‘
that they were quite ready to add somethmg to the fifty-six Articles they. now
had, but would not abate a single letter. Further, he said that he knew it was
in the hands of the three Princes that the direction- general lay, and .if His
Majesty would not agree (to what he, Ho, recommended), he must, beg him to
~send the three Princes to manage the things for themselves. - To thls the
Emperior, in his autograph rescript (10), re301ned “No luck, of a truth, c,an
attend such perversity and opinionativeness ”” (11).

The Treasurer Wang was, at the same time, commanded "to return thh all
‘speed to Soo-chow ; the Emperor would not allow hsm to remain-at Sbanghae
interfering in barbarian affairs. :

It  was subsequently asserted that -the Gavernor-General Ho had been-'
deprived of his button, and five Commissioners ordered to pzoceed from the

“capital to Tsing-kiang-pu, (12), whethier for this or some other matter it was not -
clear. But (these two last statements) are but a report, which as I have: pot
seen the documents, I do not venture to affirm is true. I purpose, as soon as b
have dxspatchcd this letter (13) (lit., pétition), going in person to .Soo-chow to
see the Treasurer Wang, and find out (14) the truth from him. I shall ask him
- for -copies of some. of the deopatches, “which T will forward ina separafe
.cover.

The French were away last month at Japan and in Annam, They were not °
‘by when the English and the other nation were negotiating. Singe their Chief’s
return_to Shan«rhae he wanted to go to Pekin fo build churches there—a propo-
sition which fnduced much discusston, without any satisfactory result (15). - The
tradespeople (or mercantile Chinese) say that no “harm will come of- this; they'
‘(the French) must talk in this fashion; and that when the Enghéh Chlef
returns (16), everything will be settled, all and sundr v

The Russians are not at Hxalwhae, and bave taken no part (m what has
passed)

'The Connmssmnms themselvcs are entertammﬂ every day, or- sitting f01 ‘
their portraits (164), or paying visits to tne dm 115, tai\mg their ﬁll of - engoyment
with nothing whatever'te do. '

_Pwan Si- chmg (Pontmqua) reac‘fxed Hanmchow on the I2th of the moon,
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'but has not vet arrived’ at this place. ,The man the Commissioners and the
barbarians leallv want is Howqua (17). ‘It is a master of mdl&erence to them
~whether Pontinqua comes. or not; by the time he arrives, 1 imagine,. there will
be nothing for him to do.

Another rumour is that the Commander—m-chlef Yang has retaken Ngan-
‘king (18).  The Prefect Wu says that he has written full particulars of all that
has been reported in this letter fo Chang, the Han-lin (19), and gives me to
understand, consequently, that I need not trouble your ear w1th a repetition of
them.

I have, therefore, the ‘honour to transmit you this sumrnaly

Observations. -

(1.) The Prince Hwui is Mien Yi, only surviving brother of the late
Emperor; Kung is Yih Su, brother of the present Emperox Ching is a Prince

: of the Second Order of Imperial Nobility, whese name I cannot ascertain.

. (2.) Kweiliang, Hwashana, Mingsheu, and Twau Chmg—shlh

(3.) Lit., sueh a peace fashion, or such peace measures.

“4.) Made up, ,concocted a certain amount of fraud is implied.

(5.) When application is ‘made.

(6.) Immediate payment, viz., of the indemnity.

(7.) Lait., a thousand consents, and a hundred compliances.

(8.) More literally employ this (language) for the purpose of téthermo'--,
a favourite word of nymg and others in’ relation to the government of
foreigners..

(9.y The barbarian is the robber ; Hwang, ‘Governor-General of the Two
. Kwang, the master of the house, whom he has injured: will Government
forget itself so far as to make terms with the barbarian by persecuting’
Hwang.? ’

(ll) } The despatches to the Empelor are returned to the hloh officers
authorized to address them, with some slight observation written in red ink by
* the Emperor. If his answer is of great length or requires deliberation, he writes
merely, ¢ Our placet will be given separately.” In the latter case he sends
down what we call an Imperial Decree to the Great Council for transmission to
-the. officer or officers concerned.

(11.) Lit., where there is this determmed bias and self'-opunon there 18
indeed no such word as happiness (or fortune).

(12.) A place near the Yellow River, at which the Governor-General Ho
was to have met the Commissioners as they came down. The rumour here
alluded to is probably a revival of the above, which was in cireulation in August )
and September.

(13.) The form in which the inferior addresses the superior ofﬁmal

~ (14.) Rather, spy out.

(15.) Baron Gros did not sign the Taniff, &c., until some days after Lord
Elgin’s departure for Hankow. It was stated that somie missionary question was
under discussion between his Excellency and the Commissioners. -

(16.) .Returns, viz., from Hankow.

(16a.) The Commxssmnels sat more than once to the Honourdble N. Jocely I,
.who photographed them at.the British Consulate. -

(17.) Howqua, and some other ex-hongists, had been expected at Soo-‘
chow, to advise the Commissioners regarding the amendmeut of the Tariff. .

(18.) This report probably grew out of the collision of the Ngan-king rbels
with the squadron escorting® Lord Elgin, of . whose approach, to judge irom
appearances, the Imperialist Yorce endeavoured to malke some use.

(19.) There are more than ong doctor of the Han—hn of th1s surname at
Canton.

~ (Sig ned) T. WADE.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 10

,Memorandum by Mr Wade, intended to accompany the Translatzon of a Letter

Sorwarded by Mr. Parkes, from Canton, to the Earl of Elgin, on. the 15th.

January, 1859, précis of which was inclosed to the Forezgn Oﬁce

.. THE letter forwalded by Mr. Parkes, of the genu'neness of which I see no
reason to’ entertain any doubt, read by the light of the correspondence of the
Imperial Commissioners and earlier proceedings of the Chinese Government,
ever since’ negotiations fairly commenced ‘at Tien-tsin, furnishes, to my mind, a
clue deserving of attention to the course the Government has, in thls last
instance, pulsued T

According to the writer, evidently an official who has aceess to good infor-
.mation, the Emperor . determmed the moment our backs were turned, to cancel
the whole Treaty extorted from him in June 1858, and for this purpuse sent
Kweiliang and his colleagues south, This accords with a rumour current at

- Shanghae in August; Kweiliang was said to be in deep disgrace for his nego--

tiations, the first public notice of which by the Chinese Government was in a
“Decree of the 25th July, to the effect that the barbarians who *“burst into the
river” with their ships had retired in obedience to the aﬁ‘ectmnate commands of
Kweiliang.
_ The use of’ the term “barbarian,” as Lord Elgin complained in a letter to
the Commissioners of the 7th September, was itself an infraction of Article LI
of the Treaty, committed within one month of its signature.
The mission of Kweiliang and his colleagues, ostensibl y to revise the Tamﬂ’
was remarkable as being so much more than what the Treaty required. It had

been stipulated merely that a high officer of the Board of Revenue should repair

to Shanghae. Two ex-Commissioners of the Canton Customs were -indeed

added to the Commission, but one of these was replaced by Twan Chlﬂ“-Shlh ..
one of the Under-Secretaries most actively employed during the Treaty nego-

tiations.” His leave-taking memorial, also published in the  Gazette,” assured .

the lmperor in stock phrase, that he would be zealous in “goothing the

barbarians.”

Rumour, as I have said, made the object: of this mission anylhing buta

. revision. - Nothing, however, very positive was stated nor did the reports on

the subject command general attention.

Meanwhile, as Kweiliang and his coﬂeaguee had promised. at T1en~tsm, on

the 4th July, to obtain from “the Emperor, as soon as they returned to Pekin, a
Decree appointing a Commissioner to revise the Tariff, ‘which Decree would

reach Shanghae 'as soon as Lord Elgin, his Lordship, after ten days’ delay at -

Shanghae, bad written on the 21st J uly to complam that he was still without a
line from Pekin on the subject.

On the 27th he reccived a letter from Ho Kwei-tsing, announcing the
appointment ‘of the Commission, composed, with the addition of himself, of the
members enumerated above, who, he said, would arrive about the 18th Au@ust

Lord Elgin visited Japan, and having made his Treaty there, hurrled back

to Shanghze, “to learn, by a letter from the Commissioners themselves, that they
could not be at Shanghae before the 6th October.

L

-1t is, I repeat, quite clear that Kweiliang and Hwa§hana the highest oﬂicers B

of the Civil establishment, were not commg to revise a Tariff. Indeed, another

object of their mission was eventually stated in their own letter of the 22nd. of

October, to. which we shall come in due time. Ho Kwei-tsing’s assurance’ that
-they would be down by the 18th of August, was gwen,I 1mavme, to preVent
the possibility of Lord Elgin’s returning to the Peiho.

The decree he forwarded was dated the 15th of J uly. The plesmbed time
for an officidl journey. of the distance is fifty-five days. - This would have
brought the Commissioners to Shanghae by the 10th of Septembet: I,presume
Ho chose a middle term for- safety’s sake.

I attribute the Commissioners’ delay of ‘their departure from Pekm or then’
loitering by the way, to the one cause—the fears of the Government that, when
the Commissioners had declared their errand, we might revisit thé Peiho. - We
knew from the Gazettes that the forts' were being rebuilt—this, of course, was
[in‘itself no matter of surprise; that timber was purchased to stake the river, at
which we could not either be astomched but,* lastly, and this is notewotthv,
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that these opelatlons were conducted under the special authouty of Sung- ko-
"lin-sin, a Mongolian prince allied by marrlage to the Imperial famlly, distin-
guished as t‘ze conqueror of thé rebels on the occasion of the Tai-ping incursion
into Chih- -li, in 1853-34, and appointed during our stay at Tien-tsin, High
Commissioner of War, and Commander-in-chief of aforce stationed at Tung-cho.v
to cover the capital should we advance upon it. It is also important that his.
labours had proceeded with such rapidity that, by the 2lst November, he was
enabled to report the corhpletion of the works on the Tien~tsin river; for which .
service, by a Decree of the above date, hé was awarded a surcoat of honour,

My impression is confirmed, by all that bas since occurred, that the arrival
of the Commissioners was delayed purposely until the river defences were in a
state of forwardness. For, once more, they were coming not to revise the

-Tariff, but, as the Canton letter states, and their own comespondence presently
shows, to. discuss modification, if not abrogation, of three linportant privileges
which distingujshed our Treaty frome any other; to wit, the residence of a
Minister at Pekin, circulation of British merchants in the interior, and the
navigation of the great river: also to require the rendition of Canton.

“Ho Kwei-tsing, as in duty bound, went to meet the senior Commissioners
as they entered his jurisdiction ; and the statement in the Canton letter that it
was ol the strength of his representations, supported by those of his provincial
Treasurer Wang, that they were led to. modify materially the course prescribed
by their instructions, is borne out not only by the gossip of the period, but by a
communication subsequently made by an indisputable authority, which I do not
feel at liberty to name, that they had come down charged to make war rather
than concede the permanent residence of a Minister. The words stated to have
been used by Ho, when 1emonstratmw against such policy, were  that war
‘would be absolute madness.” " I confess that with some faith in the narrator, 1
believed him, at the time he. stated this, guilty of a simple exaggeration, a la
Chinoise.

Tt must not be foxgotfen that, thxoughout the whole of this period, from
June to October, affairs in the South were in a condition that augured ill for

eace.

P . Long after the Treaty was 'signed, Hwang, and a commlttee of three
Cantonese of high standing in the class we style “the gentry,” who held an
Imperial Commission for the enlistment and control of Militia, were persisting in
acfs of war. After the tactics of 1856 and 1857, when Yeh was in power, the
‘native servants were called home from Hong. Kong, and  the supphes of that
colony in effect cut off by semi-official Commlttees established in the adjacent
districts, Soldiers of the Canton gamison were kidnapped and assassinated.

A proclamation under Hwanfrs seal, offered a high reward for M. Palkess

head. N

Even so late as the 22nd August, Hwang had supported the Special Com- -
mittee in its war-taxation, on the ground that though a Treaty had been
concluded at Tien-tsin, he knew not its condluons, and that it was as necessary
as ever to.be ready for banditti.

I see no reason to doubt, when we read the Emperor’s Decree of the 2lst
‘October, in which he rejects the Commissioners’ censure. of Hwang and the
.Comrmttee, that the Court was encouraging the latter to persevere in their
attempt to expel the allies from Canton, where by Tleaty they were to 1emam
till the indemnity agreed to was paid.

The Commissioners arrived at last on. the 6th Ocfober. - They had been
duly apprised of the- dissatisfaction occasioned by the tardiness of theéir move-
ments; and having first apologized, in a private note, for not visiting Lord Elgin
until the ostensmle business of their mission, the Tarlff revision, was e tram,
they dispatched an official letter,%n a most conmhatory strain. to beg Lord Elgin
to appoint Deputies who mwht meet their own for the revision of the Tanff. -
The officers they ,named were ‘Wang, the Commmsxoner of Finance, Chief
‘Civilian. of the Province, and Sieh, for th¢ three years previous, Taoutae or
Intendant at Shanghae, vne of the few Chinese I have met who, notwithstanding,
much ignorance and prejudice still remaining, really appreciate the power and
probity of the foreigner, or who appear sobelly to contemplate, without abate-
ment of pride in thcu own country, the possibility of utilising barbarian ability
to her advantage.’ He bhad been named to the Commissioners by Lord Elgin at
Tien-tsin,
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Lord Elgin met their proposals by demanding, first, an acknowledgment ot
two letters, written early in- September, complaining of proceedmg in the South,
and still unnoticed.

‘Their reply was pacific enough they excused - Hwang s 1gnorance on the
grounds of the distance from Pekin; his hostile attitude as nqt been assured
of our.intention ; and volunteered to ploclalm that peace had been negotiated
'Wnth England, France, America, and Russia. v

+" Tt does not appear, for all that was promised on the subject, that even this
meagre notice, which promulgated none of the conditions of the peace, was ever
published elsewhere., At Canton, indeed, the High Committee’s Militia continued
toannoy the foreign garrison until J anuary, when one of their positions at Shek-tsin

was destroyed. The garrison was then made to patrol the nelghbourhood -the
result of which measure was a speedy restoration of order.

The Commissioners’ overtures did not yet satisfy Lord Elgin. He took
them to task for having ‘allowed near four months to elapse without making
known the existence of a Treaty; and he demanded the removal of Hwang, and.
the dissolution of the Imperial Committee, before he could oonsent to go lnto
the Tariff at all.

_ This line of action, of course, greatly perplexed the Commxssmners As
Chinese statesmen they would be slow to comprehend why the barbarian’should
‘postpone commercial considerations to any other, and they hastened to soothe
him accordingly. They had already, they said, denounced Hwang, and would
again denounce him, praying the Emperor, at the same time, to withdraw thelr :
powers from the Committee.

~ Lord Elgin, on this, engaged if they would promise to commumcate to him
the Imperial rescript to their memorial, to commence the discussion of the
Tariff, and this promise given, named Mr. Oliphant and myself as his Deputies.

Up to this time they had not breathed a word regarding the real matter of
their mission. They were doubtless in much embarrassment as to the mode of
introducing it ; ‘and the opinions of Ho, who drew his. msplratxon from Wang
and Sieh, the two Chiefs of his provincial staff, both ‘able and intimately Uds,
had, I feel -satisfied, in no way diminished their difficulty in approaching the
retractation of a Treaty concession.

At length, on the 22nd October, reassured by the favourable progress of the .
Tariff a@nd its concomitants, they, with evident delicacy and diffidence, declared

the true object of thei¥ coming.” Moralising briefly on the-end of negotiations,
‘they pointed out that those at Tien‘tsin were conducted so completely ubder
pressure of an armed force as to leave no place for deliberation ; the Emperor
bhad, accordingly, spécially commissioned them to come to Shanvhae, ¢ earnestly
to press a matter which would be the common advantage of both parties.”’
Among the conditions extorted there were some of real injury to China, which
there had been no opportunity of explaining. Of these they name one only—
the residence, in permanence, of a British Minister at Pekin. As the Queen of
England has an optiof, by Treaty, they beg Her MaJestv may be prayed to
decide that the Minister shall only visit Pekin on occasion.” ‘Theyavow that this
‘condition is most irksome to Chma and, in Chinese fashion, they strive to show
how irksome it will be to us. A rude and numerous Tartar soldlery ; the.
unacquaintance of metropolitan officials with foreign affairs ; the temper of the
_population—these are the dangers which should incline us to forego this one—to
us useless, and, for the reasons enumerated, perilous—privilege ; the more readily
to forego it, as, on the other hand, we are gainers to a conmderable extent in the
many which we should still retain, '

Looking back to the Tien-tsin period, we call: to mind that the Commis-
‘smners, althoucrh committed in their letter of the 11th “June, 1858, to the
declaratlon that * to a Minister’s permanent residence there was properly no
objection,” and to the proposition that, the recent collision ‘ considered, the
Minister had better live at Tien-tsin—an official residence being assigned him at.
Pekin—had attempted on the 21st Juné to recede from these proposals . ‘

They bad, they- said, received a Decree, desiring them to do their best to
“persuade Lord. Elgin to glve up this invidious privilege, * the North being cold,
‘and excessively dusty 3 also with it the right to open Chin-kiang, the right to
circulate in the interior before the people should have been duly warned; the

~right to navigate the Great River, by which we should drive the Chmese out’ of
the field.
'F
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On’ all these points, they again made a fxnht at their Conference Wlth
Mr. Bruce on the 24th June. .

On the evening of the 25th they made a last effort, through Count
Poutiatine and Mr. Reed to dissuade Lord Elgin from insisting on the residence
of .a Minister,.and the ricrht of British merchants to circulate in the interior,
pleading that, unless his LOI‘dShlp gave way on those points, their lives would
be forfeited. ,

Lord Elgin standing firm, they urged, even on the morning of the 26th
itself, a modification of the text, by which the Minister might be authorized to

+be constantly in residence at Pekin, instead of entitled to reside there, without
moving ; a change which, as liberty of his movements is secured in anothen
“Article, was adopted. - 4

These, with the addition of the surrender of Canton, are the questlons on
which, accordmg to the Canton letter, the Empel or instructed the Commissioners
to stand out, and it is upon these I gather, from their letters. of the 27th and
28th of ‘May, the Commissioners would have engaged Mr. Bruce in discussion,
had be accorded the interview they proposed. They. had, withal, another end
to. gain.

- Lord Elgin met their request of the 22nd October by an emphatic declara-

“tion that it. Jay not with him to abate one tittle of the Treaty. He pomted out
the real object and advantages of diplomatic relations as established in Europe,
and briefly adverting to past misunderstandings between our countries, expressed
his doubt that the Imperial Government could provide guarantee for the main-
taining of peace, equwalent to that supplied by the presence of a Minister ‘at -
:Pekm

The Comm1ss1oners, on the 28th October, admit. that our Minister’s right
to permanent residence is. incantestable, but the exercise of -it will humiliate
China in the eyes of her subjects. They, therefore, again pray Lord Elgin to
move the Queen to use the .option the Treaty leaves Her Majesty.in their
favour, and there is no satisfactory arrangement they are not ready to make.

Lord- Elgin undertook .tp submit the correspondence to. Her Majesty’s
Government, and to recommend that if Her Majesty’s Minister were properly
received next year, and full effect given to the Treaty in ‘all other particulars,
the Minister should be directed to choose a residence elsewhere, .and to visit the
capital either periodically or when business required it. - . .

The Tanff negotlatlons were now - brought to a close, and Lord Elgm-
announced his intention to proceed up the Yanv-tze, to'see what ports it would
eventually be desirable to open. )

The Commissioners acquiesced with a good grace, promlsed to send an

.officer. to wait on bis Lordship, and to advise the authorities of the provinces he
would have to traverse of his approach.

This was partly in fulfilment of their undertakmg to make any satisfactory
arrangement, partly; I feel sure, from words that fell from the Judge, in the
hope that we should have a profitable collision with the insurgents at Nankin.

At Hankow we found a proclamation’ announcing that the English, French,
and Amerxcan nations were come to -look at the place; but not to frade; so the
people need not be alarmed. There was not, it is scarcely necessary to observe, -
any sign of alarm, except that produced by the official ranners and such persons,
who a first insisted on forming our escort, and, in that capacity, unnecessarily
thrashed the crowds that assembled round us, and used - -every effort to prevent -
the tradespeople from taking our money. The people. themselves were here,
as throughout the whole 600 miles of our Joulney civil, inoffénsive, and eager
for trade.

1 regard the pohcy of the Government in thls to have been the same it has
long adopted at Canton—to promote an aversion to foreign intercourse among
‘the people, and to impress on foreigners that the people are hostile and hard to
control. The doctrine finds its place, as we have seen, gmong the arguments
against a Minister’s residence at Pekin.

- ,On his return to Sbanghae in January, Lord Eldm found the news from
Canton.still far from. sa’clsfactory Just ds he was about to start. for Hankow,
the Commissioners had ‘mooted the question of that city’s rendition, and the
payment of the indemnity, but had received no positive answer as to” the course
his Lordship proposed to'take. They had also requested us, by letter, to adopt
the same arrangement as.the French. 'Ihe\ had written, besuies, a circular to
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the British, French, and American Ministers, regarding the future issue of
‘passports, and various other points which would be raised .under the new
Treaties. Lastly, they prayed for some settlement of the duties owing under
the provisional system adopted during the occupation of Shanghae hy the rebels
in 1853 and 1854.

These letters had been $ent in but a day or two before Lord Elgin’s
departure, and he, consequently, had delayed replymg to them ,until his return :
On receipt of the Canton intelligence, he recommenced cmrespondence by an
inquiry whether the p1om1sed decree removing Hwang had been obtained. - The
Commissioners sent him a decree of the- 21st Octobex, acknowledging their
denunciation of Hwang, * for ccuduct calculated to produce mischief ;” defend-
ing him, however, as having acted on the offensive only until the Treaty was
concluded ; defended the Comm:ittee as simply engaged in keeping the peace ;
and concludmg with the .observation that it would be for the Emperor himself
to deal with Hwang should he have committed himself since the Treaty was
signed.

The Commissioners- must have ‘received this rebuff beime Lord Elgin left
Shanghae, but were, doubtless, in no haste to 'show how their advice had been
reliskied by their master.

Before. their reply had reached hlm, Lord Elgin- had answered their cncular
of the 7th November. I need notice but two items of his answer. He under- -
took most readily to guarantee that every precaution would be taken to prevent .
the abuse of the passport system by British subjects. At the close of his letter,
he replied to their remark that their queries had been put by reason of their
ignorance of foreign affairs, by observing that the most evident remedy of this
defect would be, in sending a Chinese Legation to England.

The Commissioners rejoined at length, but noticeably about passports,
which, ‘they observed, the Consuls would have to apply for to the Chinese
authoﬁties to whom they must be, in due time, surrendered to be cancelled. -

This was on the 14th. On the same day, Lord Elgin had written to express
his serious dissatisfaction at Hwang’s continuance. in office. He would now call
o the Commissioners to settle the indemnity in strict accordance with the
provisions of  the Separate Article, or, as instrycted by Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, he would eject the Chinese authorities from Canton.’

A very crestfallen answer followed from the Commissioners. They had
done their best. The Emperor alone could decide. The Canton question they
had not had time to settle since Lord Elgin’s return. :

* On the 20th of January, Lord Elgin, having. received news of* the Shek-
tsing affair, wrote again. He reviewed his corlespondence with the Commis-
sioners since their arrival in October. He was now convinced that Canton was to
them a. question ultra vires; he should, therefore, desire our executive there to
act with vigour, and when the ratifications were exchanged, the Emperor should -
be asked whether things at Canton had been done with or without his authority.

The Cominissioners wrote to assure him that Hw ang shonld now certainly.
be removed, and the Special Committée dissolved; but Lord Elgin, inclosing -
them a copy of the letter forwarded by Mr. Parkes, announced his intention to
proceed himself to Canton.” On his return to Shanfrhae, in the course of six
weeks, should he not ﬁnd the Commissioners there, he would "proceed toz
Pekin.

The Commissioners wrote, rounr]ly abusing Hwang and the Committee.’
The Emperor’s decree must arrive in three weeks. In the interim all pending:
" questions could be discussed. . They were quite competent to deal with the
Canton question. They prayed him to remain. o

Lord "Elgin was inexorable. The conditions of the Canton question, he
wrote, 25th of January, were. specified in the Treaty. Had the Emperor
chiosen that the Commissioners should close it, he would have giver them the
requisitc powers. They had not kept faith about Canton. They had promised
months before to “effect an improvement there. None had been effected. He
would himself enforee a better order of things. This done he would return to:
discuss whatever mealned for cons1derat10n, peaceably or othermsc, as the
Chinese Government might see fit.

Lord Elgin then departed, andcon the 14th of February the Commissioners
~ forwarded a decme, not, mdeed removing Hwang from the Governor-Generalship,.

F2
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‘but still nansfemng his seal of Impeual Commlssmner for the Supermtendence
of Foreign Trade to Ho Kwei-tsing. °

This decree was, doubtless, shaped so as to.save the Impenal dlgmtv The
Emperor would not disgrace the Governor-General” (who has since been trans-
ferred to Sze-chuen), under pressure, and his choice of Ho, as Hwang substitute,
he had reason to believe would soothe. us.

I have gone thus at length into this section of the couespondence, from
October to J anuary, to show with what reluctance the Chinese Gover nment took.
a minimum of action against -an officer notoriously. co1rupt and ﬂa“ra.ntly tyran-
nical in his Jul‘lSdlCtlon and denounced by the highest in the land for a course
of foreign policy prejudicial to the interests of peace. My conviction is, that the
Government or, to take a hint from the opening clause of the Canton Tetter,
that portion of it which had the credit of establishing the Special Committee,

“and authorizing its operations, never abandoned the notion of recovering Canton
until their defeat at Shek-tsing. a village near Canton, and othe1 movements of

* the allied force, broke the spirit of the militia.

" It is also my impression, however contradictory the statement may appear, -

. that the strong lenguage lxcld to the Commissioners by Lord Eigin throughout

this period, while it deterred them from attempting any of the changes I am

persuaded they were sent southward to effect, enabled them at the same time to
hold their own with the' Emperor, by representing the impossibility of retracting
what he is assumed to have 1equued from: people so violent and determined.

His \wthdra“ al of the seal from Hwang was probably balanced somewhat in
the Emperor’s mind by the opportunity s afforded him of declaring in his Decree,
that our accounts from Canton (of kidnapping, assassination, &c) surprised him -
much, as, in the  soothing and bridling ”” of forei"n nations, China had never
. been treacherous.

Lord Elgin acknowledged the receipt of theu last letter on the 3rd of
March. He therein told the Commissioners of the-appointment of his successor,
‘charged with the ratified copy of the Treaty, to be exchanged 2t Pekin, and of |
his own immediate departire for England. He communicated to.them the -
consent of Her Majesty’s Government “to make the British Minister’s residences

.at Pekin but occasional, on thg conditions before recited; and, bidding them

farewell, reminded them that peace was only to bekept unbroken by a strict.
observance of -the Treaty—by a mutual recognition of the. equality 'of nations,
hetween w hom, he took occdsion to remark, there could be no rtuch relation as
that implied in the words ¢ soothing and bndlmrr

‘The Commissioners received this on the 20th of March. They made *no
move north, notwithstanding ; on the contrary, on learning Mr. Bruce’s arrival,
they moved from Soo-chow, where they had spent the new vear, to Shanghae.

' Mr. Bruce’s despatch to Kweiliang, of the 16th of May, announcing his
arrival, and requesting that suitable plepmatmns may be made for his 1ecept10u
at Tien- tsin, and his journey to Pekin with the ratified Treaties and the autograph
letter of Hc1 Britannic Majesty, reached the Commissioners on the 27th, and
their proceedings from this date are deserving of close attention.

Mr. Bruce found at Shanghae, on the 6th of June, three deSpmtches ﬁom
the Commissioners, the first ddted the 27th of May, the day on which the second -
-admits his letter of the 16th-of May had arrived ; also admits that Lord Elgin’s
last letter, announcing his departure, had reached them on the 29th of March,
They had remamed nevertheless, because his Lordship had said he would retutn
to d’'scuss various queéstions, which they do not enumerate, = His successor, who
- s, of course, equally competent with himself, is bound, they think, to take up
the pending discussion with them, and with all speed, as the day naped- for the

exchange of ratifications draws near.

The second which is dated the 28th of M'n, acknowledging Mr. Bruce’s of
the.16th, urges that an important affair like the exchange of Tatitications cannot
be hurned through as.he proposes; repeats that ‘Lord Llnm s letters had kept -

" them at Slmnfrhdc, the journcy from which. place to Pekin would take two
months ; none but they themselves could represent the Chinese Government in

- the matter ; there was no one to receive Mr. Bruce at Tien-tsin, and nothing
ready ; thev thercfore propose that My, Bruce, instead of waiting “ up there,””
where he will find it very hot, should put off - his departure, and grant them an
interview, This is dccompfmlcd by another of the same date, in wlncn insisting
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_again on Lord Elgm s engao* ement to 1etum and (hwas various questlons, they
beg to enumerate those of which he had (hsposed and those left: unhettled

He had agreed,‘they suy 1— ’

1st. That the coming visit to Pekin was to be cxceptlonal tlmt the \hmater
was not constantly to be "at Pekin. ‘

2nd. That his visit to Hankow was e‘cceptxonal our movements were
henceforth to be in accordance with the Txemtv stipalations. - v

- 3rd. That none but respectable persons were to obtain pds<p01ts, for the
issue of which regulations.must be devised. The Canton question was not
settled, and Lord 1 lgin had pramised to go further into this: :

To take the last first, Lord Elgin' had expressly told the Commissioners
that .the Canton question must bc settled, and promptly, according -to the
Separate Article, which’ p1escr1bes payment at Canton to be arranged by the
Canton authorities. Before ‘he left the south, Mr. Bruce had ascertained- in
May that the Cantan authorities had no knowledge of this %tlpulatlon, or,-if they
had, were without any instructions to give it eﬂect

The other three are the ever-recurring clauses of dlﬂlbultv the ouvmal '
modlﬁca ion of the first being further modified by total omission of the condltlons
on which Her Majesty’s Goverpment, as ‘the Commissioners had been .duly
apprised in Lord KElgin’s last letter, would consent to modify it. The other
two are stated as they .stand, I can only suppose to draw from Mr. Bruce
some such acquiescence .in what it would have been literally hard for him to
(hspute, as might preclude the possibility of his su ggesting any arrangement for
the anticipation of the Treaty terms—the far receding extinction of -the rebels,
“before which no British subject can by Trea,ty claim to. enter the region. thev
_infest. .

Recalling the pertmamty with which the Commlsswnels have revwed “their
objection to our enjoyment of the privileges here adver ted to, the statements in -
the Canton letter, and in other quarters, of the Emperor’s violent opposition to
the concession of them, when we see them now, we should have said needlessly,
reproduced once more, we can only infer that some “forther hmltatlons were
contemplated.

A Chinese, last year my head clerk, but promoted after the Trea,ty, f01 his
supposed knowledge of foreign affairs, to a mandarinate of ‘the fifth grade, and .
now attached to Kwellhcmfr called twice on Mr. Lay, in the spring, tirst to
ascertain whether we. would agree to exchange ratifications at Shanghae ;
secondly, if we would consent to proceed, ovetland thence to Pekm The-
latter, be it observed, is the time-honoured form-of mtloducmg the periodical
missions from Annam, Léwchew, and other dependent States, into Pekin ; the
form which enables China to maintain before her subjects that show of surveil-
lance and patronage.by which she has ever sought to negative a :barbarian
State’s assumption of equality with herself. The American Treaty enables
. China to give the United States” Minister*such a reception. So long as he does
‘not insist on an audience, no tradition will be violated. It ‘does not practically -
sccure him access to Pekin for any diplomatic purpose: .

The above - proposal "accepted, our circulation under pabhports would"
infallibly have been infected by the precedent. No one would have travelled
except under an official protectlon, resembling that proposed years -ago by
Kiying for the neighbourhood of Canton—a protectlon so iksome and profitless
to the few who avalled themselves of it, that travelling, if it were to be under‘
such auspices, was soon foregone altogether. :

This is, of course, speculatlon nor-is it moere when I declare mv behef
that the Commisssioners rather hoped than e\pected that we should halt at.
Shanghae, as they proposed, within three weeks of the day we ‘were by Treaty
required to be at Pekin. They were, I imagine, acting under orders to try
everythmv that might prevent our visit to the capital.

On receiving Mr. Bruce's peremptory reply of the Sth J{me, folIOWLd by
his. supplementaw note of the 1lth, the Commissioners laid down their ‘arms.
" His letter of the 8th, they. wrote, had been sent to the Emperor, who would
receivie it in some nine days. ’lhey had moved him to.send a high officer to
Tien-tsin-to meet Mr. Pruce, whony they recommended to leave his shlps of war
outside the bdl’ and ploCeed in l!ght mau'chmO' order to Pekin. They cannot
themselves take steam as Mr. Bruce proposes; as the Emperor has not -authe-
rized them to do $0, but m obedlence to His MaJestyq commcmds (when
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received does not appear), they will go North with’all speed. The suggestions
‘respecting the anchorage of his squadlon, is bmught in, as it were,scasually :
“ The Commissioners would wish,” &c. There is no hint that the route by the
Tien-tsin river is condamnée, or that the attempt to ascend it will be opposed.’

Yet ‘they must have known that opposition was imminent. The high
authorlty, cited before, assured mv nformant that, so certain was he of a
collision, that he should keep himself out of the way. The Court, he said, was
not disabused of its invincibility, nor would it be without another defeat It
. was, for all that, not too proud to be treacherous, as ‘we have found to our cost.
Admiral Hope had sailed before the Commissioners’ last letter was received ; but
his first proceedmgs, it is worthy of observation, actually filled the measure of.
their tequirement. = He approached the bar on the 17th, with only one steamer
and two gun—boa‘cs, and the officer sent in to communicate with the forts crossed
the bar in.a ship’s gig. ,

“"On the 20th, finding that the people on the spot who maintained; as on
- the former day, that they had closed the passage of the river without the orders
of Governiment, had not, as they had promised, removed, but, on the contrary,
had greatly multiplied the obstacles in the way of a free passage, he gave notice
to the Intendant of Tien-tsin that his squadron would remain at the mouth of
‘the river while Mr. Bruce was at Pekin ; he, therefore, wishes his men to land
to purchase supplies. The Intendant onlv opposes their landing lest they should
lose themselves in winding paths, amongst the camps and field-works which, he
.says, abound along the way between Ta-koo and Tien-tsin. He says nothing of
the - Governments objection to leave the river open, and he does say that the .
" defences he alludes to are not to our address.

All this while no official, the militia and peasantry on shore affirm, is near
the spot. Mr. Ward, the American Minister, is told the same story by the
- same people on the eyening of the 24th ; the batteries appear deserted until the
followmg {forenoon, when, as the foremost gun.boat, according to motice given
the previous evening by Admiral Hope, attempts to pass the booms, they pour
forth a fire from seventy guns, which for strength and direction is without
precedent. in our annals of Chinese warfare. Still no official appears at Ta-koo.
On the. other hand, Hang, the Governor-General of the province, does send a
letter to Mr. Bruce, hom a point some ten miles up the coast. It is dated the
2:3rd, but does not reach him till the 25th.

Now, Mr. Bruce's letter of the 9th, which had electrxﬁed the Commis-
sioners, was to reach Pekin in nine days—-say before the 20th. We know by
experience, that communications between Ta-koo and Pekin do not take more
than twenty-four hours. The Court, if it were prepared to disavow the hostile
act of the Ta-koo garrlson, must have forgotten that it could hardly, under the
circumstances, plead ignorance of .the great danger of a collision between the
large force it had placed, months before, at Ta-koo, and a foreign squadron which-
had now been waiting since the 16th to have the river opened for the British
- Minister’s admlssmn If it were bond’ fide intent on the preservation of peace,
why should no official have presented himself to the Admiral at Ta-koo?
or why should the only move of the character of a pacific overture been made at
the eleventh hour, by a circuitous route,-and with a want of alacrity at first sight
inexplicable ? For the despatch had been the best part of two. days commg ten -
miles.

It invites Mr. Bruce to wait f01 the arrival of Kweiliang and his colleague,
promising him that when he, Hang, shall have moved .to- “the southward, the
garrison and armament of the position from which he writes, he will come out to
welcome. him - to the place, Peh-tang-ho by name, a port, if it deserve the
designation, which the Americans found in a few days, was doubtfully accessible
even to a ship’s boat. ‘

I feel sati®fied that, eur obJect considered, the fulfilment of ‘the Treaty, not -
in the letter, but in the spirit, we should make a mistake in approaching the
Ldpltal otherwise than by its recognised highway. I do nhot see that'the' Americans
can refuse to proceed to Pekin by Peh-ta,ng ho, or by any less desitable route;
- Article V of their Treaty imposing on them almost all the restrictions which it
is the very aim of our Articles IT1 and IV to withstand. The American Minister
may visit Pekin once a year. with twenty people for a suite : he is to give intima-
tion of his approach’ through the Board of Rites; and' he is to complete his
busmes:, ivithout. unnecess'uy delay 5 he wﬂl be held, as I have before hinted, by
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or Siamese Envoy This, some 'will say, is of little consequence. It is; at
least, of this much, that little attention will be paid to the representations of an
_officer who takes so.low a place, and it is only by insuring the attention which
must be yielded when the question of equality is no 1onver in dispute, that we
can hope for a peaceable settlement of mxsundex:tandmw with a people whose
bigotry, arrogance, and 1nsmcer1ty are kept in check only by their fears.

Ta close observations which have greatly outrun their intended length, I am
pelsuaded that its aversion to concede, even limited by the three privileges so
often alluded to, is what has betrayed the Chinese Government into an act of
war, which, with its usual pusillanimity, it was prepared to disavow had its forces
sutfered defeat. It has never accepted the changes forced upon it—thie, novelty,

-in the sense in which Western nations understand it. It was ready, more suo, o -
fend off' those without fighting, and the Commissioners were, I make no doubt,
to detain us at Shanghae under one pretext or anather, until the year was so far
spent that we mlght be induced, in our greed for eommercial advantages, fo -

-accept an exchange of ratifications at Shanghae. Foreign relations, which in
-Chinese are simply synonymous with a Supenntendence of Tr‘adc, would then
have been handed over to Ho, whose * soothing and bridling” we are evidently
assumed to.prefer, and the great gain of the Treaty, the one means of pr eventing
local mlsunderstandmgs, viz., the right of appeal to the Central Gove‘mment
against the acts of its subordmates Would in default of precedent, ‘have been as
mauch in abeyance as though it had never been concluded.

Diplomacy failing, the Government still veiled its readiness for war-——-posmblv
from doubt. in its powers, perhaps in the hope]) of ftaking us more completelv
unawares. :

Mr. Hart’s interesting memorandum on Sungko-lin-sin’s tempe1 and arrange-
ments, together with Mr. Mongan’s information on the same head, are more or
less corroborated by the junkmen who lay off the Peiho, lamenting 0'1"1evousl§ the

"interruption of their trade. ‘
It must be noted in qualification of Sungko-lin-sin’s prowess, and of the
“Court’s resolution, that his victory was not adopted by the Government for sowne
four or five days: at the end of which time the forts first showed the flags of five
out of the eight banners under which the Tartar force is enrolled.

Since my return to Shanghae I have learned that many Chinese aseribe the
collision altogether to SunOko lin-sin, and entirely acquit the Emperor. They
represent him as unable to restrain the Mongol, who, on learning that the
Emperor was decidedly opposed to overt hostility, declared that, at all events, he.
would not admit the barbarian by way of Tien-tsin. The statement is very
possibly. the trnth; it corresponds, more or less, with the report brought by
M. Mouly from Pekin. It would consist perfectly with the timid treachcry of
the Chinese Government that,* having placed its responsibility, as it hoped,
@ couvert, by withdrawing its oﬂicxal presence from the scene, it should bide the
issue of a ‘course wluch if unsuccessful, it was thus armed to condemn ; and
with the short- snghtedness which, in my opinion, distinguishes its policy,. that it

“should overtook the more terrible consequence of a success such as that it has.
obtained. :

(Signed) . . . THOMAS VV-ADE,

Chinese Secretary.

No. ‘Il._
 Mpr. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury —(Received September 13 )

My Lord, - - IR Shanghae, July 15, 185q
YOUR Lordship has been informed in’ my previous despatches that the
American Minister, Mr. Ward, had associated himself with us in our demands to
exchange the ratifications of the Treaty of Pekin, and had further stated to the
Imperlal -Commyjssioners at Shanghae that he was istructed to deliver in person
the letter of the President of the United States of America to the Emperer of
China. - He could only claim these privileges under the most favoured nation -
clause, and, therefore, awaited the results of ‘the attempts made, to detain us at
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Shanohae When they failed, he explessed his intention of going to the Peiho,
and received an invitation from the Commissioners to-accompany us there.

On the 24th, he crossed the bar of the Peiho in a small steamer, with the
intention of proceedmg to the boowms, anhd making the attempt to advance up the
river, leaving it to the Chinese to fire on -him if they chose to. do so.” His,
steamer, howevel grounded before reaching them, and was with dlfﬁculty got off
by the gun-boats, after counsiderable delay. He therefore contented himself with
demandmg a passage, and was met by a refusal on the part of the militia, who
.gave themselves out as the garrison of the forts. He.remained at the mouth of
the river during the attack, determined to push up had we opened a way through
the barriers; and it is very gratifying to me fo bear testimony to the friendly
feeling and assistance we derived from himself and Flag Officer Tatnall on that
da

4 After we had decided on abandonmg the attempt to reach Pekln, Mr. Ward
¢onsidered himself bound to effect, if possible, the exchange of ratifications under
the prouslons of the American Treaty He had received no communication
since his arrival from the Imperial Government, but he addressed a letter to the
‘Governor-General, expressing his wish to proceed to Pekin and exchange the
ratifications there. This letter he dispatched in his steamer to Peh-tanfr-ho, with
his secretary and inteipreter. 1 inclose a Memorandum, showing the nature of
the approach to Peh-tang-ho, and its defences.

I'have heard indirectly that when the boat from the steamer approached the
shore, most of the villagers fled. With difficulty two men were found, to whom'
the obJect of the visit was explained and the letter delivered, on their undertaking
to forward it to the Governor-Geéneral, whose place of residence they would not, -
however, divulge. Thev at the same time urged the bearers to return, without
delay, to the boat, to avoid being attacked by the horsemen who were seen in
the nelghbourhood It was fortunate that they did so; for they were chased by

_ the cavalry, two of whom pursued them into the water.

‘ Soon” after a junk came off with provisions, and a message from the autho-
rity ‘of the place to sav that the letter had been forwarded, and that an answer °
would be shortly received. On the 5th of July, Mr. Ward informed me that- the
Governor-General had appointed Friday, the 8th, for an interview at Peh-tan(’-ho
Having left on the 6th, I do not, as yet, know the result.

I do not think that the Chinese will make difficulties abont exchanging the
ratifications of the American Treaty. The conditions under w 'hich the American
Minister is alone entitled to visit the capital, contain nothing offensive to Chinese
pride, or.inconsistent with its claims of national superiority. The Treaty does '
not open the Yang-tze river, or any port to the north of Shanghae, nor does it
give the right to travel in the interior of the country. [t leaves also untouched

" the 1mp01tant question of transit dufies. Thg true policy of the Chinese would
be, therefore, to receive Mr. Ward in a fnendly manner, in the hopes of inducing
hnn ta act as mediator. .
- M. Ward’s position is one of considerable difficulty ; nor do T see, aftel ‘
our unsuccessful attempt at the Peiho, that any course was open save the one
he has adopted. He has acted cordially and frankly in the spirit of his declara-
tions to me at Hong Kong ; and it is a matter of satisfaction to me that his
.concert in our previous proceedmfrs is a strong argument in favour of the line
of conduct pursued by’ \T de Bourboulon and my self. o
- T have, &c. Lo :
(Signed) I‘RFDERICI& W. A, BRUCE.

PO S
- Inclosure in No. 11.
Memor andum

THE “Toeywan > Jeft this anchorage on \/Vednesday morning, 9th Tune,
about 11 oclock, with the parties bearln" a letter addressed by me to the
Governor-General of this province. After going north along the ceast-about .
six miles, thev discovered -junks’ masts. over, the land, and upon approaching
within four miles of the coast, it then beum high spring tide, and only ten. feet
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wate1 and able to find no other channel where there was deeper watel‘, they
steeled again to the niorthward, and went five miles farther north.

* Where the junks were seen there was supposed to have been a small stream
of water. This point was guarded by three forts, and there was a village in the
neighbourhood. 1t could not be approached any nearer for want of water.
About five miles north of the forts another village was .seen, to which the
“Toeywan” was enabled to @dpproach within a m: le and a-half, having then
nine feet at half-tide.

- T herewith attach a tracing of the route of the ¢ Toevv& an.’

No. 12.
Lord J. Russell to My, Bruce.

Sir, Foreign Office, September 26, 1859. .

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatches of the 30th
of May, 1st and 14th of June, and 5th, 13th, and 15th of July, the first three.
giving an account of,, your proceedings up to the time of your departure from
Shanghae for the mouth of the Peiho, and the last three containing a report of
the events which occurred on your arrival off the Pelho ‘and of your subsequent
retwrn to Shanghae. -

The events of the tirst period are clear and free from - all obscurity, and T
am happy to convey to you Her Majesty’s entire approval of your communica-
tions with the Chinese Commissioners, and of the firmness with which you
resisted their attempts to dissuade you from insisting upon the strict fulfilment .
of the stipulations of the Treaty of Tien-tsin. ~That Treaty provided for the
exchange of ratifications at Pekin on a day not later than' the 26th of June of
the present year, a time so nearly at hand as not to admit of any further delay.

You were enjoined by the instructions given you by the Earl of Malmesbury,
on your departure from England, to insist upon being received at Pekin, and to
refuse to exchange ratifications at any other place. You were further informed
that it might be advisable before your departure from Shanghae to send an
intimation to Pekin of your approach, and to request that sultable arrangements
might be made for your.honourable reception at the mouth of the Peiho, and at
’lxen-tsm, and for your journey.from that place to.Pekin. ' You were informed
that the Admiral in command of Her Majesty’s naval forces in China had been
directed to send up with you to the mouth of the Peiho a sufficient naval
force, and you were instructed that unless any unforeseen circumstances should
appear -to make another arrangement more advisable, it would seem desirable.
that vou should reach Tien-tsin in a British ship of war.

Your conduet, therefore, in insisting upon being received at Pekin and in
proceeding to the mouth of the Peiho, was in strict conformity with your
instructions. Upon arriving- at the mouth of the Peiho you were placed jn
circumstances of great difficulty: in selecting the course you were to pursue, you-
were obliged to found that course mainly upon presumptive evidence.

In these circumstances you had to weigh contingencies upon which no safe
calculation could be made. I can only say, therefore, that Her Majesty’s
Government, without being able in the present state of their information, to

' judge precisely what measures it mlght ‘have been most advisable for you to’

adopt at the inoment, see nothing in the decision that you took to diminish the
confidence 'which they repose in you.

Her Majesty deeply regrets the loss of life whlch attended the gallant
though unsuccessful efforts of the British and French forces to clear the passage °
of the river. But Her Majesty has commanded preparations to b® made which
will enable her forces, in conjunction with those of His Majesty the Emperor of
the French, to support you in the executlon of the mstructlons whlch mll be’
hereafter addleqsed to you.

- Tam, &c.
(Swned) J. RUSSELL

.
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No. 13.

Mr Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury.~—(Received September 27. )

(Extract.) -~ Shanghae, July 31, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a letter addressed by Ho, the
Imperial Commissioner, to M. de Bourbolon, shortly after our return to this
place from the North. M. de Bourboulon has communicated the letter to me,
- and replied, as we agreed, that we had forwarded an account of what passed to
our Governments, and that we could take no further step with reference to the -
mission to Pekin until we received fresh instructions.

The letter, as your Lordship will observe, purports to be from Ho alone,
and does not profess to convey the sentiments of the Pekin Government on the
occurrences at the mouth of the Peiho. It mentions Peh-tang as the place to
which we ought to have gone, and as I can hardly suppose that the Commis-.
sioners were ignorant of the. determination of the Chinese Government to
prevent our ascendmg the usual channel, which is’ called, in one of the late
memorials published in the Pekin « Gazette,” « the hl‘rhway to Pekin,” T infer
that the. Commissioners in abstaining from naming Peh-tang in their letter to
me of the 12th of June, were actuated by a wish to keep me in ignorance of its
intentions. In both my letters to them I had stated that I should proceed to
the city of Tien-tsin by ship, and in their final reply to me, their invitation to
the moutk of the river, and their allusion to the bar, pointed unequivocally to
Takoo ,

- T ought to men’aon that by the former French Tr eaty, as well as by those
made last vear, vessels of war coming with pacific objeets are entitled to enter
any Chinese port. Tt may, perhaps, admit of a question whether under this
clause we could claim the right of going up to Tien-tsin, but there can be no
doubt that we were entitled under it to cross the bar, and claim admittance to
" Takoo for provisions and ‘water; and the Russians in their new Treaty have
expressly stipulated that their Minister shall, if he wishes, progeed to Pekin by
Takoo. Even the Americans have prov1ded that their Minister may come to
the mouth of: the Peiho, and call upon the authorities at that place to prov1de
boats for him in which to continue his journey to the capital. These provisions
all point to the river as the route to Pekin, the only one of which we have any -
knowledge, and the one followed by all our previous Embassies. If the Chinese
had consented to our adopting it, they knew that they could not have reduced °
the number of our retinue by alleging the want of means of transport and of
accommodatwn-—pretexts thev could make use of in a journey by land ; and I
attribute their closing it to a determination to give to our mission to Pekm the
character, not of an Embasqy of one equal State to another, implying a personal
receptlon by the Sovereign, and the recognition of dlplomatlc relations, but of
a visit to the capital by an agent for the transaction of business, as conceded by
Treaty to the Americans, not to be repeated except for Welfrhty reasons, and -
_with the consent of the Chinese Government. The important point of the
" recognition of international equality, and of the footing on .which our future
relations are to be placed, are involved in the reception to be accorded to me on
this first occasion, and I confess I think it would be better that the Minister
should not go to Pekin at all, than that he should do so on the terms’indicated
in the previous letters of Kwelllang to me, and in the 1nclosed letter from Ho

Inc::l'osure' ig No.. 13.

“Governor-General Ho to M. dét Bourboulo'n.'
* (Translation.)

HO, Impeiial Commissioner superintending the trade at the ports, Guardlan
of the Crown Prince (Titulary), President of the Board of, War, and Governor-
- General of the Two Kiang, makes a communication. N

The correspondence which. passed between your Excellency and myself in
the 4th moon, when you came. from Europe (lit., the West), has long made us
kriown to each other. (We have not met, for) on your arrival at a subse-
qyent period tn Shanghae, your Excellency at once proceeded towards Tien-tsin.
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" The Imperial Commissioners, Kweiliang and his colleagues, also at once turned

homewards by land, and I did hope that the Treaties would have been

‘exchanged, and the trade under the new regulations have opened at an early

date. My anticipations have been disappointed :. your Excellency and. the
British Minister,-Mr. Bruce, have come south. again; Mr, Ward, the American
Minister, has, I understand, met the Governor-General of .Chih-li at Peh-tang,

- in the Department of Tien-tsin. Visits have been exchanged between them;

they are on the most friendly terms; and as soon as the Impenal Comumis-
sioners, Kwelhano‘ and his colleagues, reach Pekin, the Ameérican Treaty will be
exchanged as stlpulated The fact i is, that the British Minister, Mr. Bruce, not
being aware that Hang, the Governor-General of Chih-li, was waiting for him at
Peh-tang, went in at Takoo, which he should not have done. The consequence
was, certainly without -intention on either side—an’ untoward acmdent which
ought not to have occurred.* N

Kweiliang and his colleagues will by tlus time, 1 should say, have reached
the capital ; and your Excellency, it appears to me, would save time by proceed-
ing promptly to the seaboard (or to a port) of Tien-tsin, and exchanging your
Treaty s1multaneously (with Mr. Ward). The British Minister, Mr. Bruce, has
never been in. correspondence with me in my individual capacity,} and as it
would not, consequently, be correct that I should address him on the present
occasion, it becomes my duty to request your Excelleney to make him my best
apologies, and with gentle words to persist in dissuading him} (from further -
action or violence, assuring him that) were it possible for him to accompany
you to the North he might dismiss all suspicion, and that Kieiliang -and his
colleagues will be certain to treat him courteously at Peh-tang, in faithful
fulfilment of past engagements. The friendly understanding thenceforward
established, native and foreigner alike, will be steeped in advantage.

The rectitude and intelligence of your Excellency and the British Minister, -
Mr. Bruce, have long been well known to me. Onmy s1de, the straighiforward-
ness of my character, and my regard for good faith and justice are, B imagine,
so far known to your Excellency and Mr. Bruce that you will not look on my -
words as (or unsubstantiated).§ I write accordingly, that your Excel-
lency when you have looked into the matter, may. deliberate and take action.

* Trusting that you will reply to me, I avail myself of the occasion to wish you

daily enjoyment of peace and prosperity. '
A necessary communication addressed to his Excellency M. de Bourboulon
Hlen -fung; 9th year, 6th moon, 19th day (July 1859).

No. 14.
Lord J. Russell to Mr. Bruce.

Sir, Foreign Office, October 10, 1859.

THERE are no reasons for interrupting fnendly relations with the Chinese
at Shanghae, Canton, and elsewhere.

Preparations are being madé both in this country and in France in order-
that the Treaty of Tien-tsin may be fully carried into effect.

But it is to be hoped that when our conditions, and the extent of our
preparations, are known to the Chinese Government, peaceful relations may be
placed upon & permanent footing without further effus1?n of lgood

am, &c

(Slgned) J. RUSSELL

\

* The word swmfymg that Mr. Bruce was wrong in going in at Takoo, does not make thls errot.

" intentional or the reverse. The “untoward accident” iz literally a shoot from the bamboo between

the joints, where no shoot ought to show itself; the _expression describes ﬁ(rumm ely any occurrence
at once abnormal and ob‘]ectloudble :

+ Ho has written to Mr, Bruce with Kweiliang and his colleagues, but never singly.

1 M. de Bourboulon is to reiterate soft words, and to recommend the separation (of combatants),
or, the putting away (of wrath).

§ Lit., as the milky way, mxsty w1thout definite bounds, unreal. ‘

BeRY



42
No. 15.
M. Bruce to the Earl of Malmesbury. -—(Recewecl October 16)

- (Extraet.) Shanghae, August 10, 1899

*" I HAVE the lionour to inclos¢ copies of a letter from Ho, Imperial Com-
missioner for the General Superintendence of Trade at the Ports, and of my’
.'reply thereto.

He has probably been instructed to d1scover whether I would consent to
go to the North, with the view of exchanging the ratifications at Pekin ; and
the friendly expressions contained in M. de Bourboulon’s reply have induced
him to make this second attempt. The reference to Mr. Ward indicates pretty
clearly that we should be e\pected to conform to the treatment accorded to
him.

All we know of the proceedings of the Ameucan Minister ls,“;hat on the
20th of July he was to land at Peh-tang-ho, with twenty persons, consisting of
his suite and officers of the American shlps, whence they were to be conveyed
in the covered carts of the country to a point on the Peiho river, a few miles
" below Tien-tsin. They were to embark there in boats for Tung-chow. The.
Americans seem to apprehend that there will be a difliculty as to the convey-
ance from Tung-chow to Pekin; they proposing sedan-chairs as the more
honourable mode of travelling, the Chinese adv ocating the covered carts without
springs. ,
- 1t appears that the Russian Minister, General Ignatieff, succeeded in
1eachmo Pekin, and in exchanging the ratifications of the Russian Treaty
- towalds theend of May. The Governor-General of Eastern Siberia {Mouravieft),
in returning from Japan, has proceeded to the mouth of the Peiho, and sent
up despatches to Pekin. His object in proceeding to Ta-koo is not known.

I have thought it advisable to take advantage of Ho's commission being
confined to matters of trade, 1o decline entering “with him into any dxscussxon
of the events that took place in the North, or answering his question® as to a
" refiewed visit in- that quarter. I think this will probably lead to an overture
. from Pekin itself, or to the decpatch of Commissioners here to propose some
terms of accommodation. By that time I shall have ascertained how Mr. Ward
has been received, and whether Le has obtained a personal interview with the
Emperor, which he, in concert with M. de Bourboulon and myself, demanded
in the letter addressed by him to, Jhe Imperial Commissioners at Shanghae; a
demand which I could not waive on this occasion without putting myself in a
worse position than that occupied by Lord Macartney during his Embassy to
"China.

« P.S.—1It appears that the Imperial Commissionels Kweiliang and Hwashana
reached Pekin on July 21, thirty-eight days after their depaltule from Shanghae,
though they stated oﬂicmlly to Mr. Ward, before’ we left this place for the Peiho,
‘that their journey would occupy more than two months.

e

Inclosure 1 in No. 15:

Gover-rtzor-General Ho to.ZVIr; Bruce,
_ (Translatlon)

HO, Imperial Commissioner. for the General Supermtendence of Trade at
the Ports, Guardian of the Heir Apparent (Titulary), President of the Board of
War, Governor-General of the Two Kiang, makes a communication.

On hearing of his Excellency Mr. Bruce’s arrival. from Europe in the
4th moori of this year, the Imperial Commissioner, with his colleagues, Kwei,
Hwa, and Twau, 1eferr1n0 to Lord -Elgin’s original engagement, repaired to

. Shanghae. - After “altmcr there a month without meetmg Mr. Bruce, the
.Commissioner was, informed that his Excellency had- proceeded, in company
with the French Minister, M. de Bourboulon, to Tien-tsin. At a late period
(hearing of ) the return (of the Ministers)..to ‘the South, he addressed a letter to
M. de. Bourboulon that he might communicateall particulars to Mr. Bruce.
To this letter he has just received a reply, by which he Jearns that their Excel-
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lencies, Mr. Bruce as well as M. de Boulboulon, have every confidence in his
the Commissioner’s desire for the lasting endurance of a good understanding.

Fvidence so complete of Mr. Bxuce s breadth of views, (the hope it affords
that) there will now be no more trouble, that  weapons- -will “be laid aside,.and a
good understanding established for evermore, is most gratlfymg to the Commxs- :
sioner.

- He will at the same tune be obliged to Mzr. Bruce te inform him whetbel,
as the American Minister, Mr, Ward, has already gone up to Pekin to exchange
the ratifications of his Treaty, it will be in his Excellency’s power to name a day
for proceeding North with M. de Bourboulon, in order that, should it be, he-
may advise His Majesty the Emperor to that effect and that he may write to
the Imperial Commissioners, Kwei, Hwa, and Twau, as also to Hang, Governor- -
General of Chih-li, to make all the necessary arrangements for their Excel-
lencies’ entrance into Pekin without mistake or confusion. -

As in duty bound, the Commissioner addresses this letter to the British
Minister, that when he shall have informed himself of -its contents he may reply ,
thereto. He avails himself of this.occasion to wish his Excellency the comph-
ments of the season.

A necessary communication addressed to Mr. Bruce, &c., &c.

ern-fung, 9th year, 7th moon, 3rd day (1st August,, 1859)

Inclosure 2 in No. 15.
Mr. Bruce to Govemor—General Ho.

THE Undersigned, &ec., &c:, begs to acknowledge the receipt of a letter
dated lst instant, from his Excellency Ho, &c., &c., requesting to be informed if
the Undersigned is prepared to fix a day on which to proceed North with the
French Minister, for the purpose of exchanging ratifications of - the Treaty
concluded last year. _

From his Excellency’s official title it would appear that his function as -
Imperial Commissioner is the superintendence of trade at the ports; and upon
questions of trade the Undersigned can have no difficulty in corr esponduw with
his Excellency. = *

As Governor-General of this jurisdiction, the Undersigned takes occasion to
draw his Excellency’s attention to the late disturbances at Shanghae, in which
an unoffending Englishman was killed, and Mr. Lay and others severely wounded.
Those events happened on the 29th July, and the perpetrators of the outrage-
have not yet been arrested.-

The question which the Imperial Commissioner Ho, in his letter, has
addressgd to the Undersigned, does not relate to trade, nor does the Undersigned
conceive himself at. liberty to correspond with his® Excellency upon any ‘matter
connected with the late proceedings of the Chinese Government in the Noxth

The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.
Shanghae, August 9, 1859. '

No. 16.
Acting Consul Wmchester to Mr. Han’zmond —(Received October 16 )

Sir, ) ‘ : Canton, August 22 1859

I HAVE the honour t:o forward copy of a despatch which I have this day
addressed to Mr. Bruce, reporting on the general condition of aﬁdlrs in this

I have, &c.
(nghed) CHARLES A WII\CHESTER
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Inclosure 1 in No. 16.
Acting Consul Winchester to Mr: Bruce.

(E)Ltr.;u':t)' oo | ' Canton, August 22, 1859.

IT is with satisfaction I have the honour to report that unmterrupted qulet
and franquillity have prevailed to this date. 'We are indebted for this as much
to the strong desire existing on the part of the inhabitants of Canton for the
préservation “of that internal peace by which their material interests have so
strikingly prospered during the last few months, as to the attitude which the
Provincial Government has maintained in its relations to foreigners.

This attitude, which, I doubt not, is, from personal motlves, agreeable to
the high officers themselves is the result of the instructions received from Pekin. ,
The last were conveyed in the-form of an edict, of which I inclose the Chinese
and translation. Looking at the tone of this document, in connexion with the
various considerations which render a pacific policy immediately desirable, and
with the spirit displayed by the Provineial Government in its acts generally, and .
more particularly in the wide promulgation of the inclosed proclamation, I think.
we may reasonably infer that the Imperial Government is anxious that the
chances of an accommodation of its difficulties with the Allied Powers, on such
terms as would suit its own views, should not be 1mpemlled by any. hasty or
untoward outbreak in this neighbourhood.

Inclosure 2 in No. 16.

Imperial Edict,
(Translation.)’

'ON the 15th day of the 6th moon we had the honour to receive an Impeual

Edict as follows :
. “When the foreign ships opened fire at Tien-tsin, we directed Laou tb be
informed of the cirenmstances of the engagement. We have now heard from
Sin-ko-lin-sin, who reports that the Enghsh and French -troops had all left on’
the '12th instant ; but two American ships remained at anchor at the north
mouth, waiting to proceed to Pekin to exchange Treaties.

“’Permission to »do this has been aheady acoorded; and, should the
English perchance repent fmendly 1elatxons with them even now may be
restored.

“ According to Laou’s last memorial, he was to have started on 0 the 17th of
the 5th moon tp take up his post, and must have already reached Canton. Let
him, then, carry on his Government smoothly, and keep the French and
.English now there quiet and zespectful as heretofore; not cause them to become
suspicious.

“let this be conveyed to him for his instruction at the rate of 600 L
(dnglice 200 miles) per diem.”

In obedience to His Majesty’s commands this letter is thspatched

Inclosure 3 iy No. 16.

Imperial Edict.
(Translat:on )
A CONSIDERABLE period has now elapsed without apy Memor iai reaching
us, reporting ‘the condition anfl aspect of affairs in Kwang- tung, uud intense in -
- conser%uence is our anxiety on that head. -
he. British (Plenipotentiary) Bruce has brought his shlps of war into our’
(northern) waters, without having had any interview with Kweiliang, to whom
he merely addressed a commumcdtlon to the effect that he was -on his way to
Tien-tsin to exchange the Treaty ratifications.. On his arrival at the port of
Ta-koo, he was directed either to anchor outside the Lan-keang bar, and remain
there quletly until Kweiliang’s arrival at Tien-tsin for the transactxon of business,
or to precede Kweiliang to “Tien-tsin by the Peh-tang route, and take up his
quarters for a time in the official lodge; he, howevel, decidedly - refused tO
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complv with the directions, and- said that he wished to do away wnth the various
works that had been constructed for the defence of our port* He then, on the
25th of the -5th month, without waiting for any arrangement to be made, broke
over the port barrier, and advancing with his steamers and boats quite close to
the forts, took the initiative in opening fire. .He further landed his foot companies

and provoked a- collision (or challenged the dccupants. of the forts.) Now,
inasmuch as the nation.in question not having as yet interchanged the ratifica-
tions was the first to set the Treaty at distance, Sung Ko-lm-sm could. not dq
otherwise than meet the foe, and the consequence was, that great numbers of the
enemy were slain, and twelve of their vessels destroyed. The British Commander-
‘in-chief, Admiral Hope, wounded by the falling of a mast struck by a shot
from the forts, has been for some days back repairing the damages sustained
by his ships, cutside the Lan-keang bar ; ‘and Sung Ko-lin-sin is, of course, on
his side in readiness at his post (or, is in readiness to meet the Admiral, vshatever '
course the latter may adopt).

The nation in question has, on several occasions, been the first to originate
disturbances ; nevertheless, I, the Emperor, in myv intercourse with foreign -
States, must not be too severe (or my policy is an indulgent one). If, therefore,
the said country will, with repentant heart, await Kweiliang’s arrlval for ' the
exchange of ratifications, the aﬁ'au can be passed over, and recourse to arms
prevented and stayed.

No memorial has yet been received from Laou reportmg his arrival at
Kwang-tung, to which place he has been removed (from Kwang-si, in the capa-
city of  Governor), holding also the seals of Governor-General. The particulars
of the Tien-tsin engagement cannot, we think, be accurately known at Kwang-
tung. If the people of the nation in question behave in the usual manner at
Canton, and cause no troubles, (Laou) must not take the initiative in having
recourse to arms. The love of war displayed by the said country cannot be
considered a sufficient reason for the adoption of measures which would interfere
with the trade of the merchants of various nations, and injure them both in
property and capital, and earneqtly have I, the Emperor, revolved these matters
in my mind ! !

Let these commands be sent at the rate of 600 I per diem for (Laou’s)
information and guidance. Respect this!

In obedience to the Imperial command the orders are now transmitted.

No. ‘17
Mr. Bruce to Lord J. Russell ——\Recewed October 30.)

My Lord, - ' : Shanghae, September 2, 1859

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a letter from the
Imperial Commissioner Ho of the 13th ultimo, which I received after the
departure of the last: mail. . It is the answer to my communication of the 9th. .
ultimo, copy of which was inclosed in my" despatch of the 10th ultimo.

Ho states in his letter that as the exchange of Treaties is really a question
of trade, he is entitled to discuss it; thus showing’ that he, and thOSe under,
whose orders he acts, still hold to the old principle of considering the relations
* of China with foreign nations as purely commercial.

As to the late disturbances, the Commissioner sees their principal cause in
the acts of the foreigners, and ascribes the mnurder and the assaults that were
committed, to mistakes of the excited populace. He then adds that he has given
orders for the apprehension of the offenders. -

‘These orders have led to no result, which I ascribe rather to the umnllmp— :
ness of the Chinese authorities, than to their inability to do justice in this mdttel
f(})lr they have discovered several native, crimps, and have - summarily e\ecuted
them.

I therefore again addr essed his Excellency Ho on the 28th ultimo, to point
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out to him that his instractions had not been carriéd out, and to express my
belief that the authorities wete not acting fairly towards us. _
- T beg to inclose copy of my note for your Lordship’s information. -
I have, &c.
(Signed) FREDERICK W A, BRUC‘E

Inclosure 1 in No. 17.

Commissioner Ho to Mr. Bruce.
(Transldtion )

HO, Imperial Commissioner for the Superintendence of Trade, Governor-
General of the Two Kiang, &c., makes a communication in reply. .

The Commissioner is in receipt of his Excellency the British Minister’s
-letter of the 11th instant (9th of August), to the effect that he cannot well
reply to the Commissioner upon the subJect of proceeding North to exchange
Treaties, as he is Imperial Commissioner for the Superintendence of Trade.

It is for trade* that the Treaties are exchanged (or, the exchange of
_Treaties is really a question of trade).” When the Imperial Commissioners
Kwei, Hwa, Ming, and Twau, came to Shanghae last year, the Commissioner
was associated with them in all their conferences with the late British Minister
- Lord Elgin, and in all the correspondence his, the Commissioner’s, name -and
title appears. So, too, in the letters received from Mr. Bruce, on his arrival at
Shanghae, does the Commissioner’s name and title appear,} which shows that
he is, beyond doubt, a competent aut‘nomty on the subject of exchanging the
Treaties.

_As regards the tumult among the Chinese at Shanghae, on the 30th of the
6th moon (29th of July), the forcible abduction of Chinese by foreigners, and
their exportation beyond sea, had excited general indignation.” The simple
people knew not to what nation the kidnappers belonged, neither was it in'their’
power to distinguish the foreigners of different nations one from the other.
_ Hence the assanlt and marder of one man, and the injuries inflicted on the -
Inspector-General Lay. The French Consul brought the vessel loaded with men
back into port, and in concert with the Intendant of the Su-Sung-Tai circuit,
instituted inquiries which showed that the ship was. French, and loaded for
foreign parts by a Spaniard. Such being the facts, a fray having been caused
by the Treaty being thus broken, the merits of the question are very plain. The
assault on Mr. Lay, and the murder of the foreigner, were committed by mistake,
but although the Chinese who did these acts did them not wilfully, they are still
liable to punishment. The Commissioner finds that by the law of China, the
persons guilty of killing the wrong man in a quarrel, or of wrongfully wounding
. any one standing by, are all liable to be seized, tried, and punished. The popular
mind is, however, still excited, because there are still people who have been,
kldnapped unrecovered. The Commissioner has given positive orders to the
Intendant to place himself in communication with the military authorities, and
to issue instructions to the civilians of the districts in his jurisdiction, also to
write to the ditferent Consuls, that on either side due restraint may be exercised
(or that native and foreigner may be controlled) ; on the one hand, the kidnapped
-men recovered, on the other, the parties guilty of murderous. violence arrested
and punished, each according to his deserts;; to the pacification of feuds, and
the manifestation of justice; of all which Mr Bruce, residing as he does at’
Shanghae, so near (the scene of action);, cannot fail to be exactly informed.

. The Commissioner therefore replies, availing himself of the opportunity to -
wish that his Excellency may enjoy the blessings of the season.
A necessary communication addressed to the Honourable \Iz Bruce;
&c., &e.- :
Hlen-fung, 9th year, 7th moon, 15th day: (August 13, 1839)

# 1 believe the passage to be a simple declaration of the view of foreign relations to which China
desires to adhere to. . So in the Commissionet’s despatch of “the 28th May, Ho is put forward as the
officer coueepondence with whom will conduce to the maintenance of a geod understanding. -In both
instances the provision of Article V of the new Treaty is, I think pmpose]v, ignored.. There is to be
no such thing as diplomatic intercourse.—T. w.

.+ This statement is simply untrue. In accordance with the spirit of Amc]e v, \Jl ‘Bruee's
letter was addressed to the Chief becretary of State, Kweiliang, alone—T. W,

-
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Inclosure 2 jn No.'17.
M. Bruce to"Comm,z’ssiqner Ho '

Shanghae, August 28, 1859.

'THE Unders1gned &e., had the honour to' receive, on the 18th instant, the
reply of his Excellency Ho, Impenal Commxssmner for the Supenntendence of -
Trade, &c., to his letter of the 9th instant.

- His Excellency informs the Undersigned of the steps he had mstructed the

‘ local authorities to take for the detection and punishment of the persons who
murdered one British subject, and assaulted several others, on the 29th ultimo.
His Excellency farther remaiks, that the Undersigned, being resident at Shang-
hae, is in a position to know that such is the case.

~ No measure taken could, indeed, escape the notice of the Undex‘sugned and;

“he is concerned to be obliged to observe, not only-that the parties guilty of the
murder and assault committed one month ago have not been arrested, but ‘that

.no bond fide effort has been made to discover them. A reward, mdeed has been
offered, but this attracts very little attention.. The Undersigned is sufficiently
acquamted with the working of the police systemdn China to be satisfied that, .

‘had the authorities been In earnest, the guilty might* with ease have been
detected. On the other hand, although the authorities, zealously assisted in -
every investigation they have suggested by the foreign Consuls, have utterly
failed to establish a single case of kidnapping against forelgners they have
abstained from all attempt to disabuse the people of their false impression, or to
‘contradict ‘these reports, which, if not entirely unfounded, are, -af all-events,
grossly exaggerated. 'On the contrary, day after day notifications have been
issued, ostensibly to quiet the public mind, but in reality calculated to excite it -
against foreigners, by the announcement which invariably heads these notices,
that the late disturbance was solely due to the forable abduction of Chinese by-

._forelgn agents.

With reference to his Excellency’s remark, that the letters of the Under-

' s1°ned on his arrival at Shanghae, were addressed to his Excellency in common

with his colleagues, the UnderSIgned begseto assure him that his letters of the
8th and 1lth June—]etters to which his Excellency refers——were all to the

address of the Senior. Chief Secretary of State, Kwelhang, alone. .

The Undersigned, &c. g L
. (Signed) ‘FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE.

No. 18.
Mr. Bhwe to Lord J. Rus;sell.-r-(Received Octobei 30.) -

(Extract.) Shanghae, September 3, 1859

MR. WARD, the American Minister, returned here on the 21st August,
~and I inclose an account, published by the American officers who accompanied:
him, of the principal incidents that marked his journey, and of the treatment
the Mission experienced during the fifteen days they spent at Pekin. -

The perusal of this account shows that the Chinese Government are still
- far from recognizing or respecting the rights of foreign Envoys’; that, whatever
. they may have apparently conceded on paper, they practically refuse to admit
* diplomatic intercourse on a footing of. national equality, and that a visit to the
capital is only acceptable if it can be converted into a means of flattering the
pride and acknowledging the superiority of the Emperor of China. '

No purely pacific Mission could bave proceeded to Peckin under more
favourable circumstances than that of Mr. Ward. Fear of the consequences
-that may ensue from the collision at the mouth of the Tien-tsin river, the favour-
able opportunity of establishing a precedent for the personal interview with the .
Emperor by negotiations conducted with an isolated Envoy, unsupported by -
" force, and the Welght such a reception would have given to their remonstrances
. against the conduct of M. de Bourboulon and myself as harsh and overbearmg,
all concurred in pointing out the expedien¢y of a friendly and honourable récep-
tion being accorded to the American Mission. So far from this being the case,

« , 1
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a comparison with what tool\ place on *the occasion of prewous British Embassies

to China will prove that the posxtxon of the American’ ‘Envoy has been markedly

inferior; that there was a studied intention of making the_visit so physically
exhausting by the mode of conveyance adopted, and so morally irksome by the
surveillance and restrictions imposed, as to-render its renewal improbable; and
that, when Mr. Ward’s firmness disappointed the Chinese Government in its

‘hopes of extorting concessions from him on the question of ceremonial, they -

crowned their 1nsu1tm<r conduct by requiring him to return and exchange the
Treaties at Peh-tang, he having' been invited by an Imperial Decree to perform
this ceremony at Pekin. Mr. Ward has informed me that he returns more
convinced than ever of -the soundness of our deterinination to proceed to Tien-
tsin under our own flags, and of the accuracy of the information we obtained at
Shanghae, as to the unreasonableness of the Court, and the influence gained by
the anti-foreign party in the Emperor’s counsels. His opinion is, that, unless
“thoroughly enlightened as to the hopelessness of resistance, the ImperiaLGm’rern_
ment will not con.sent to the establishment rof relations on the footing I am
instructed to demand that they should be placed. He describes as remarkable

the contrast between the tohe of confidence at Pekin and the alarm of the

authorities on the coast as to the consequences of the late collision. *
To proceed with, the account of Mr. Ward’s visit, I may remind \ou1
Lordship that after some delay Hang-fuh, the Governor- General of Chili, wrote

to him, stating that he. ad received the Empelm s decree, authorizing Mr. Ward'

to _proceed, after the 19th July, by way of Peh- -tang, to the capltal,, there to
await the csmmo of the Imperial Commissioners, on Whose arrival the fatifica-
_tions vgele to be e‘«:hfmged
On the strength of this invitation Mr. Ward disembarked at Peh- tang on
the 20th, and was mfouned that he was to make the journey to a point ten miles
above Tien-tsin, in one of the covered vehicles of the country. These carriages
are drawn by a mule, sometimes coupled with a horse, sometimes with a donkey.
They have no springs, the body resting on the axle-tree, and no aperture for the
admission of air; and Mr. Ward described the suffering and exhaustion of this
mode of travelling as intense. In fact, no one but a. person | in robust health
could support such a journey.
; In a country where every detail %f life is a matter of precise regulation, the
'Lonveyance in which a travelier'is carried indicates his rank and position in the
eyes 'of the population. Your Lordship will see by the inclosed extract from
Staunton’s account of Lord Macartney’s Embassy, that of the- three modes of
‘travelling by chair, on horseback, and in carriages, the last is the least “honour-
able. Lord V_[acartnev himself, and the three pllnClp‘tl members of his. suite,

travelled in chairs from Tung-chow to Pekin, the other gentlemen on horseback’

with the mandarins, and the - servants and privates of his English escort in
covered carts or waggons. Chairs were simiiarly provided for the accommoda-
tion of Lord Amherst’s Embassy on their return to Tung-chow, even after his,
abrupt and angry dismissal by the Eniperor. "

The object of the Chinese authorities in proposing this conveyance to
Mr. Ward, was to lower him and Lis nation in the eyes of the natives—a result
both agreeable to the personal vanity of the high provincial authorities, and
consistent with Chinese policy. I have little doubt that Mr. Ward would have
refused to accept this dccommodfttlon, had the intent of the Chinese in proposing
it being properly explained. But in-such matters a Minister freshly arrived from.
the West is entirely in the hands of those who have made the language and

customs of China a s’mn) It may be true, as has been asserted, that. theése

gentlemen are sometimes unnecebsamly toudw on points of ehquette, but their
cxclusxve education prodhices in other instances an exactly oppoe,lte effect, and

inclines them rather to consult Chinese plelltdlces than to’ insist on what theu',

own national dignity requires.

On leaving the river at Tung-chow, conveyances of the same kind weré
sapplied, and the road being paved with granite -slabs, and complete]y out of
repair, the jolting became so Tntolerable that Mr. Ward was at Tength obliged to
descend and commence walking under a burning sun ; horses havmo* been refased
‘him for the performance of this part of the journey.. On this the C’hmese officer
in command of the escort dismounted, and lent him his own hmse, but resumed
it on' approaching Pekin, which Mr. \Vard accordingly entered in the carriage.
1 have seen a letter dddxessed to the Romm ‘Catholic missionaries on the effecL

»
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p;'oduced by his entry on the crowds of Chinese collected to witness it. The
letter describes the cortége as béing so modest that the Chinese did not believe
that the American Minister could be there. Humilime mtravlt - are the
Latin words by which the entry, itself is described. '

He was lodged in 2 spacious building called the Prmces Palace,”- to

. prepare which for his reception Mr. Ward - was told a large sum had been issued,
though it did not appear to him that the money could have gone to its legmmate .
destination. A number of, soldiers or police were placed round it as a mark of -
honour ; but it soon appeared as much for the purpose of keeping the.residents.
in, as of keeping the curious and impertinent out. -Mr. Ward himself* was
stopped on attempting to go into the street, and it was only by threatening
not to proceed to business ‘that he obtained leave for the members “of “his
Mission..to go out on foot. His application,for horses and guides, to enable

-them to ride and find their way about the city, was flatly refused.. Aforelgner in.
Pekin allowed to go ouf on foot, but deprived of horses and guides, is a prisoner
in everything but the name. The Chinese authorities having discovered that the
Chinese steward (“ comprador ”) had obtained for the Americans some paper-
fans, on which a plan of the city is printed, threateped him with death in the:
event of his buying anything for them without their knowledge and permission.

, When remonstrated with on this restraint, the Chinese, said that as soon as
business was .concluded the Americans should be allowed .to go about freely ;
but it seems that the restriction was applied not only as a means of pressure to-

“induce the Amemcans to be pliant on the ceremony of presentation, but® also to
keep . them "from any communication with the Russian Mission. A Russian
officer is said to have attempted to force his way into their residence, but with-
out success, and even a letter was detained for six days before it was delivered.
In the meantime gvery effort was made, by alternate coaxing and angry remon-
strance, to obtain Mr. Ward’s assent to an interview with the Emperor. Fhe
hope of inducing him' to agree to. a ceremony, differing sufficiently from -
that performed by foreign Envoys towards European Soverelgns to imply the -

‘recognition of a certain superiority in' the Emperor of China, wasy I have no
doubt, the motive that determined the Chinese Government to admit him to
Pekin, ' For disappointed in this hope by Mr. Ward's firmness, Kweiliang,

* disregarding entirely the fact that Mr. Ward had come up to Pekin in con- .
sequence of the Emperor’s inviting him to exchange ratifications there, wrote to

 Mr. Ward to ask why he had come to Pekin, as he had resolved to adhere
so obstinately to his own opinion. '

In his reply, Mr. Ward quoted the invitation he had received, and l'efeu'ed
to his being charged with a letter from the President to the Emperor of China.
The Chinese Government, which persists in considering the engagements it
enters into with commercial nations as affairs of trade, to be arranged by the
Commissioner appointed to superintend the open ports, not as failing within the

“attributions of the Imperial Cabinet, laid hold of the pretext afforded by
Mr. Ward’s allusion to the Pre51dent1al letter, to treat it as the-sole cause of
the .visit to Pekin. They declined, however, to accept it, unless Mr. Ward
declared previously in writing that his refusal to perform the required ceremony
originated in no want .of respect, either on hls part or on that of the President,
towards the Emperor.

‘ Having written a despatch .to that eﬂ'ect Mr. Ward was 1nf01med by an

Imperlal Decree that ‘ the language- of his letters being respectful,” he was

authorized. to: present it to Kweillang and his' colleagues. As regards the

- exchange of the Treaty, he was told that he ought properly-to return to Shanghae,

and excha.nge it there: still, in consideration of his long voyage, the seal was to

be appended to it, and Hung-fuh the Governor-General of Chih-li, will deliver
it in exchange. Mz, Ward was then: reconducted to Peh-tang, the point whence
~be'had started “and the ceremony of: exchangmg ratifications was - performed by

Hung. Your Lordship will recollect that when it suited their purpose to delay

* us at Shanghae, Kweiliang stated it that he and his colleagues were the only

- persons by whom the exchange of ratifications could be effected.

The Chinese Government in this Decree, which has since been pubhshed in
the ¢ Pekin Gazette,” state, for the first time, that there was a deliberate inten-

“tion on their part not to allow me to ascend the river, and that Takoo was
fortified by the Emperor’s orders. They affirm that this decision was communi-
cated to the foreign Envoys by Kweiliang and Hwashana at Shanghae, ‘imd that

*



50

they were told they must go round by Peh-tang. These assertions are distinetly-
contrary to the truth, though I think it not improbable that the Commissioners
may have represented the matter in this light to the Emperor. Neither in the
letters that passed between the Commissioners and the Envoys, nor during "the
~ interviews Mr. Ward had with them, was a word said of defences at Takoo, nor
was any allusion made to Peh-tang, a place of which we knew nothing until

.Mr. Ward 'landed there in July, and which Flag- Officer Tatnall assures me is
‘ot a branch of the Tien-tsin miver at all, As to our firing first, it is contra-
dicted by a memorial of Sung Ko-lin-sin which is in circulation, though it has
not been officially published, and which states distinctly that his men could not
be restrained from firing when they saw the gun-boats removing the stakes.

*Another.incident . took place during the interview between Mr. Ward and
the Governor-General, which deserves to be mentioned: your Lordship may
recollect that that Mr. Ward, the day before the attempt was made to-ascend the
Peiho, steamed over the bar with the intention of advancm«r to the barriers, of
claiming a passage through them, and of taking part in any “contlict that might
ensue, should the Chinese fire upon him. He was prevented from making the
attempt by his steamer running aground below the stakes, and he therefore sent
a boat to demand permission to go up' the river. On nearing the jetty, .a

“ Tartar of distinguished appearance came down to meet it ; but when Mr. Ward’s
card was handed to him, he refused to receive it, saying that he served in the
militia, but that his rank was too low to enable him to receive the card of a
Minister.

While Mr. Ward was engaged in- - his formal interview with the Governor-
General, this same person entered abruptly, and took part for a few minutes in
the conversation without invitation, and without showing any of those marks of
deference with which a Governor-General is usually approached. Whether he
be Sung Ko-lin-sin, as some of the Americans surmise, or not, no doubt exists
in the minds of those who saw him that he is a man of considerable military .
rank, and held high command in the Takoo forts -at the time when the Chmese
asserted that,there was no officer present.

I beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to Mr. Wards observation on the
tone of confidence prevailing at Pekin. The popular idea of the English among

* these ignorant men.of the North is, that we are a seafaring people, living on
barren rocks, and only formidable at sea. Having kept us-out of the river, they
think themselves safe in the North from the only description of attack they have
to fear, and the old tone of arrogance and patronising superiority became more

" and more pronounced as the Mission advanced further inland. -Even Kweiliang
and his colleagues, who can hardly share these illusions, adopted a curt manner

- and imperious tone, very different from the courteous and deprecatmg language
they used at. Sha.nghae

_ The occupation of Canton seems to have lost much of its mﬂuence a8 one
of the high officers, in talking to Mr. Ward, ‘spoke of Canton in the tone of a
man who had quite made up-his mind to its being finally lost to the Empn'e

In conclusion, I think if Her Majesty’s. Government decide on requiring
satisfaction for the late events in the North, advantage ought to be taken to
send an expedition calculated to disabuse ‘the . Emperor as to- the power and
resources of England, and to make a strong and durable impression.
 The account given by the American- officers, and by a sailor of . the
“ Highflyer,” whom they rescued from captivity, leads me to doubt the fact of .
there having been foreigners among them, or any other arms than those usually
employed by Chinese. - There were considerable bodies of Mongols armed

~ with matchlocks and bows and arrows, and - mounted on small mdlﬂ'erent
. horses. .

_ The land f01ce ought fo be suﬂlclent to. take the f'orts, and to advance,
supported by the gun-boats, on Tien-tsin, which thele is reason to beheve has,
been strengthened.

The more manifest our supenomty the shorter wﬂl be the contest and the
‘more inclined will be the Emperor to abandon those pretensions of superiority

- which form the real obstacle to amicable relations Wlth the Government and
people of Chma. - :
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Inc]osure 1 in Né 18.
Supplement to the A Nortk Ckma Herald” of Augu.st 22, 1859.

RETURN OF THE AMERICAN MiINISTER axp Surte rrom Pexin.—The
United States’ steam-frigate “ Powhatan,” -Flag Officer Josiah 'I'sttnall and
Captain G. F. Pearson commanding, and having on board his Excellency John
E. Ward, United States’ Minister, has just arrived from the Peiho, after a.
passage of three and ‘2 half days. From her officers we learn the. followmg
items of news :— ‘ ' L

On the 16th ultlmo, while the “Powhatan” was anchored off, Peh-tang,
there arrived an Imperial Edict, ordering that thé American Minister and suite
of ‘twenty should be escorted with.all “honour to Pekin, and that they should
leave Peh-tang upon any day after the 19th., This edict was in answer to a
communication from the Awmerican’ Minister, informing the authorities that he
was present, and ready to exchange his Treaty at any time and place which they
might appoint. '

Shortly before the arrival of this Edict, the smoke of a steamer was -
discovered to the southward-and-esstward, which proved to be the Russian
paddle-wtieel “ America,” having on board his Excellency Count Mouravieff, -
- the Governor-General of Siberia, travelling incog. She anchored near the
“Powhatan,” and upon the 21st sent a courier to Pekin with cornmumcatlons
for the Resident Minister. ‘

Upon.the 17th a Russian gun-boat also arrived, reporting that several others

were to follow'; but these did not make their appearance. ‘
' "On the morning of the 20th Mr. Ward and suite landed at Peb-tang, where
they were received by the escort, and conducted to Pekin with every show of
respect.. They first travelled foxty-ﬁve miles across the country in covered carts,
striking the Peiho at a village called Pei-tsang, some ten miles above Tien-tsin,
and thence pmceeded in junks to Tung-chow, distaht twelve miles from Pekin,
of which it is the-port. There they again took carts to the capital.

The entire trip occupied eight days and a-half, five of which were passed
upon the river. * They passed not less than six or eight barriers between: Pei-
tsang and Tung:chow, none of them, lowever, being in repair, or backed by
forts. ‘The boatnien said that they were partly to stop the English, and partl; .
-to afford shelter to junks when the ice was breaking up. '

The Legation remained in Pekin fifteen days, during which time they were

- confined to their quarters; not, however, as prisoners, for they were at hberty
at any moment to walk out, but the Commissioners ‘refused the use of horses
and gmdes, leaving it-optional with Mr. Ward to grant permission to walk out
or not, as he saw fit. They would, doubtless, hewever, have closed the gatés
entirely, had not that gentleman taken a firm stand at the very first interview,
~ informing Kweiliang that as soou as his movements should be a all restricted he
- should clos all intercourse, and demand his return- escort..
' It seems that the Emperor was very anxicus to see Mr. Ward, but that he
also insisted upon his performing the “ ko-tow,” which, being agamst the prin-
“ciples of his Excellency, was positively refused. The- result of this was, that
- upon the fourteenth day of their stay it was finally concluded to receive the
President’s letter at Pekin, and to send his Excellency back to Peh-tang to
‘exchanwe the Treaty ; and the next day they returned accordingly.

Dmmg their stay in Pekin they saw nothing of® the - Russmns, but
~ received several letters from them. The first of these was six- days going
from one end of the city to the other, having endentlv been detained by the
- authorities.. ,

Arrived at Peh-tantr on the 16th the Treaties’ were exchanged and an
. English pusone1 .named John Powell given up. This man, who was an ordinary
" seaman oh board the * Highflyer,” and who, with a sapper by the name of
‘Thomas McQueen, had been captured on the 25th June, fearing for his life, had
proclaimed himself to be an American. The Chinese mformed ‘Mr. Ward.of
. this, and intimated their readiness to give' him up as an Amierican, if he would
demand him.  This, however, ‘the latter could not do, as he had been taken
" fighting under the flag of' another nation. Anxious, -however, to serve the poor
fellow, he intimated to them that it would be a great personal favour if they
would turn him over, and as such it was done. He is now on bo?rd of the
' : 2
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“ Powhatan.” Of the Sapper nothing more is known than that he was wounded
in the arm, was doing well, and is stlll a prisoner. . .

The Chinese seemed generally anxious to know what the English would do
next year.

~ Inclosure 2 in No. 18.

Extract Srom Sir G. Staunton’s < Authentic Account of an Embassy from the King
f Great Britain to the Emperor of Chma ?

THE Embassador and three - gentlemen of hlS sulte travelled in sedan-chalrs,»

which are the usual vehicles for persons of high rank in China, even in long
~ journeys. The other gentlemen were on horseback, as were all the mandarins :
the principal ameng the latter rode near the chair of the Embassador.  The
- Chinese soldiers were on foot, and cleared the way. The servants and prlvates
of his Excellency s guard were in rough carriages or waggons.

L3

Incl_osure 3 in No. 18.

Imperzal Decree.

ON the llth of the 7th moon of<the 9th year “of Hien-fung (9th ‘August, |

1859), the Inner Council had the Lonour to receive the following Decree :—

“ Last year the ships of the Yang-kih-li (English) natlon satled into the
port of Tien-tsin, and opened a fire upon our troops. We accordingly instructed
the Khorchin Prince Sung Ko-lin-sin to fortify Takoo well, and the (Envoys- of
the) different nations coming up to exchange Treaties on this occasion, were
told by Kweiliang and Hwashana at Shanghae, that Takoo was so fortified
* (or, was placed on the defensive), and that they must go round by the port of
Peh-tang. The Englishman Bruce, notwithstanding, when he came to (the shore

of ) Tien-tsin* in the 5th moon did not abide by his original understanding with

Kweiliang and his colleague, but actually forced his way into the port of Takoo,
destroymo' our defensive apparatus. * On the 24th of the 5th moon (24th June),
though, his vessels -came up as far as Ki-k’ou Tan, and blew up the chains (that

bound the booms) with shell, our troops still did not fight. On the 25th, ten
steamers and more pulled up more than ten of the iron posts (with which the -
.river was staked), and all hoisted red flags, (in tcken of ) a determination to fight..

The Governor:General of Chih-li, Hang- fuh sent out a letter from the Intendant
of Tien-tsin; but the English weuld not receive it at all, and at last had the

audacity to commence bombarding the forts. Our troops -on this returned the -
fire, sunk several of their vessels, and killed several hundred of their Infantry as

they were landing. .
“ The English troops have thus really brou0ht this defeat upon themselves
there has been no breach of faith whatsoever on “the part of China. -
* “Meanwhile the American Envoy, John Ward, did abide by his engage-
*"ment with Kwéiliang and colleague ;. sailed to the port of Peh-tang, and begged
for permission to go up to the capltal to present a letter from his Government.

We accordingly authorized his admission into Pekin to present it, and having -

_this day perused the létters addressed by the American Envoy, John Ward, to

Kweiliang and Hwashana, and laid before -us by those Ministers, we find" thelr :
~ language so respectful, the tru«e-heartedness that has prompted them such, that.

we have authorized the Envoy in question to present the letter pe is eharged
* Wwith from his Government to Kweiliang and his colleague, Whom we have sent
to recejve it.

“ As regards the exchange of his T 1eaty, he ought properly to. refurn to
Shanghae and exchange it there, but in ¢onsideration of the long voyage he has
- made, we (are pleased) spetially to authorise that the seal 'be appended to the
Treaty, and that it be delivered to Hang-fuh to hand it in exchange (for anéther
copy) to the aforesaid Envoy; that from the date of the exchange there may be
" peace. and commerce- for evermore.” Thus do we mamf'est our great desu'e to

¥ Lat., to Tsin, short for Txen-tsm,~t,hat is, Tien-tsin ‘Fu, the’ Depaxjtment $o named.

4 -
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show a nursing tenderness to the men from afar, and our appreclatlon of good
faith and right principle.
", “Let Kweiliang and Hwashana signify this our pleasure to the Envoy John
Ward for his information.
“ Respect this!”

-

N

Tnclosure 4 in No. 18.

Translation of a paper purporting to be an Imperial Decree of the 5th July,
© 1859, forwarded by. Mr. Parkes, from Canton. A copy has since been
received at Shanghae from Soo-chow. It has not yet been pnbhshed in the

.- Pekin Gazette.”

- ON the 6th of the 6th moon of the 9th year of Hien-fung (Ju]y 5, 1859),
was received the following Decree :—

-#In a second Memorial this day presented by Sung Ko-lin-sin and Tsai- hang, :
they urge upon us that, whereas the English barbarians  have revolted from their
allegiance, and the French barbarians, having allied themselves with them, have
abetted their wickedness, the crime of both together is such that death were not
a sufficient punishment, and that' advantage ought to be taken of the present '
opportunity to assert our dignity, and to draw in the rein with such severity as
effectually to check their perversity and wuculence. '

“ Since the 21st year of Tau-kwang (1841), these barbamans have been
constantly seeking quarrels; again and again have they set at naught the
dignity of Heaven. 1“ His late Majeety, canonized as * the Perfect,’ could not for .
all this,-endure—such was the motherly tenderness he felt for those ﬁom afar—
to deal with their transgression in strict accordance with the law. 'Nay, he
perniitted them to trade at five ports, and he issued money from his treasury to’
soothe and console them. The bounty in which the outer nations were thus
steeped was not inconsiderable. Had: they had any conscience at all, they

. would doubtless have been i impressed with a sense of gratitude for His Ma]esty ]
Itoperial benevolence, would, in peace, have pursued their callings, labouring for
a hivelihood, and had any cause of dissatisfaction while they were so engaged
arisen, there would have been no objection to their ‘discussion and ar ranoement _
of any case, as it presented itself, with the local authorities. "Whence, then this

“wilfulness, this ferocious bea1ing, this constant boasting of their prowess in
war? They have been a virulent poison to our people; they have riotously
invaded ‘our borders; in the intolerable -atrocities of every kind they have
committed they have shown the extreme of ingratitude. Were we to put our
forces in. movement, what would prevent the immediate extermination «of these

- fantoccini #  Still, we bear in mind that it was by philanthropy and uprightness -
that our ancestors established their wide dominion; that with liberality and
mildness they sootlied and comforted the savage ‘nations ; ; ‘that for several
centuries no soldier has been lightly moveds not a ration has been vainly
expended ; and-so the four barbarian races, as universally as the natives of the
Empire, have looked up 1o the canonized ones, extolling their extreme philan- .
thropy, the virtue with which’ they have silently] naintained the living multi-
tade.  Should, therefore, the barbarian chiefs change their faces, and renew
themselves, makmg faithful tender of peaceful submission ; forasmuch as with
our vast estate we have inherited the counsels "of our ancestors,"§ in respectful -
accordance therewith we shall of a surety not bear too hardly. upon’ any man ;
but if they continue froward, and repeat demands they have no''right to make, -
then shall wd at that moment annihilate them not.a spxout we vow, shall be -
-allowed to remain. - :

-~ “The loyalty and courage of the: Prmces, whose memorial is before us, are
commendable indeed, nor, assuredly, would it be easy’ to' find amongst our
Ministers and Servants, in the capltal or without it, zeal suchi ‘as* theirs for the .

** One of the ‘immediate kifi’of the Imperial family The ‘Mien- ‘are the generation of the late
Emperor ; the present generatlon are surnamed Yih: the generatlon below them Tsai, according to a
law regulating- these matters. *

4+ Heaven, the Célestial E r.mplre, Chma.
{ As the power of the Creator in the operations of nature: :
§ Their traditionary policy. . ... . i e
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. N . *
policy of the State and the well-being of the people. We are highly gratified
and delighted. But as regards (the measures they propose for) the effectual
checking (of the barbarians) by a severe tightening of the rein, we are satisfied: -
that it would not be right to take the initiative in an act of violence (literally,
wrong). . We command, therefore, that action be not taken on this memorial,
and that it be returned. ' '

“ Respect this 1"

No. 19.
Mr. Bruce to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 10.)

(Extract.) ‘ Shanghae, September 20, 1859,

I"HAVE' the henour to inclose translation of a Decree published in the-
‘ Pekin Gazette,” bestowing posthumous honours on those who fell at Takoo,
and stating that the rebellious English have received. a lesson which will deter
them from provoking the martial dignity of (zhipa in future.

]

_ Inclosure in No. 19.
Extract from the ¢ Pekin Gagette.”

. THE paper of most interest to us is an Imperial Decree printed in the latest
“Gazette.,” It must have been issued in June :— .

¢ Sung Ko-lin-sin and his colleagues have presented their report of certain
-details of the (laté) action, as ascertained by them on inquiry to be true.

““On the 25th of the moon the vessels of the English barbarians,  who
would pay no attention to the reasonable commands issued to them, forced their
way into the river, and opened a fire on our troops, which the latter returned.
The- barbarian vessels, though injured,. would not withdraw, and continued the
action with their infantry, until the forces of Government had killed several
hundreds, and had taken two of them alive. The rest then fled and slunk back:
to their ships. The barbarians’ vessels that ‘entered the river were thirteen.in
all, and but one escaped across the bar ; the rest had suffered such damage from
the fire that they were unservicéable. The barbarian leader Li (?) was also so
severely wounded in the thigh that he could not move. "

, ¢ The English barbarians, violent, rebellious, and unreasonable as they are,
have on this occasion received such a chastisement as will not fail to make them
aware of the danger (lit., difficulty) of offending the military dignity of China.
The officers and men, who with a common purpose and united strength achieved
this great victory, have certainly shown a more than ordinary courage, and we.
.command Sung Ko-lin-sin to ascertain the names of all who exerted themselves on
the occasion, and to recommend them to our favourable consideratian. We, at
_the same time, authorise him to distiibute among them 5,000 taels, which he
may take from the subscription fund. Shih Tung-chun, Commander-in-chief of
the Chinese Army of Chih-}, and the Brigadier Lung Ju-yuen, Commandant of
Takoo, heading the fight in person, so valiant that they disregarded their own
safety, and, were killed in the bombardment, are, indeed, to .be. deplored.. _Let
their names be handed to the proper Board, that posthumous honours may be
. liberally awarded them, and let shrines be raised to them in Tien-tsin, and at
_their respective homes. Let ‘the Major Tsitanpu, with Takshin, Subaltern of -
Musketeers, in the Plain White Banner Corps, the Lieutenant Wang Shi-yang,
and the Ensign Chang Wan-ping, who fell at the same time, be awarded each .
one the posthumous honours to which he is by regulation entitled; that their

loyal spirits may be comforted. ' o o
¢ Respect this!”

There is also a memorial from Sung Ko-lin-sin, praying the Emperor to leave
at his disposal a certain “ fu-tsiang,” or brigadier, of ability, as * the business of
defending the sea-coast is not yet finished.”” . This is in the ‘“ Gazette” of 14th
August. : ' T , o
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