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"he True Principle of Our National Structure"

!
' I

The Education Ministry

This volume was edited to meet the pressing need of the hour by
giving a definite idea of our national structure in order to cultivate
and inspire our nation's spirit,

As our naticnal structure is very vast and profound, we are
afraid that the narration in this book may be umable to explain its
true mezaaing,

Quotaticns from the "Kojixki® and "Nihca-Shoki" in this book
mainly follow the Japanese rendering of the Chinese characters shown
in the "Kokun-Kojiki™" and "Nihon=Shcki-Tsushaku'; names of gods
follow the "Nihua-Shel[h for the most parts

INYRODUCTION

Present Japan and the problem of thought,

At present the national fortune of our country is very prosper-
ous, our overseas cxpansion 1s very strong and the country faces a
time of great hope in the future, Industries are flourishing, the
national defence is being augmented, the national livelihood is ,
enriched, and cultural developments are conspicuous in several fields.

In early epoch far-eastern civilization derived from China and
India, was brought into this country, and was refined by the national
structure of the gods; further since the dynasties of Melji and Taisho
the literature and literary materials have enjoyed a phenomenal de-
velopment as a result o e introduction of the modern European and
American culture, The organization of literature and institutions,
the great progress of arts and sclences, and the rich variety of
thought and culture are such that if the poets of the Manyo were
alive today, they ought to sing again: "We as Japanese subjects
are happy to live at a time like this when Heaven and Earth are both

prosperous, "

From the glorious achievements of the Meiji restoration, the
citigens for 70 years thereafter breaking the corrupt customs of
the past, abandoning feudal restrictions, accomplishing thelr pur-
poses, and completing thelr duties, have come to today's prosperity.
However, we sed i¥ we reflect calmly that this prosperity is not
indeed one of peace and safety; there are many difficulties in internal
and external relations and numerous hardships to be faced the future
sourss of development} indeed the confusions are implicit in the
prosperous conditions, The true meaning of the
apt not to be intelligible, and gince there exist many defects in
the sciences, education, administration, economy and other aspects
of the nationts livelihood, the expansive force and the cause of
the confusion of culture become entangled and various difficult
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problems result; since in our brilliant culture there are at the
same time sweetness and pollu:ion, Now at a time when our country
is about to make preat stridees forward, e have a feeling that
brilliant colors nnd dark sliadows have arveared together,

But this is the optimum oprortunity of development and the
time of nrogress, Wo girasp the true state of the present domestic
and foreign circunstances, and so makes cloar the way we must advance,
and at the same time bracing ourselves to «<vercome difficulties we
must coniribute % the extending of th- na.ional fortune,

At present the verious evils of thought ard soclety are re-
garded to be tha result of the too rapid introduction from Meiji
onvarcés ¢f too many and various litaratures, systems; and sciences
of Europe and /America, which is apt to forget the essentials and
rush to achizve results, lacks the r’gid critical juwigment, and as
a result, provents the achievement of complete idealization,

Now. the Durcpean thought intreduvced inteo our country was
chiefly roct the 18th century sniirhtening thought or un witension
of such thought, <Yservations rogsrding the worid and life besed upon
such thought are rationalistic or eviden®“ial proof lacking the his-
torical avvroach. Recognizing tho highes* value in the individual,
it insis’s on the Ireed'm and ecuality of the individual, and on
the other hand it cato-us tre 2hstract sorldly churacteristics that
have c:ueed tiie niviae and races 4o excel, Accordingly importance
was attached to ir ividual. Ind.pendent, hwnian beings end their
groupings isolei«i and absaiu~wed from .he whole historical body,
The theorizs of administrati:-, soclology, moraliily, and education
based upon snch views of the orld and 17 Ce, not cnly contributed
various imcrcvemenis to our conntry, bul 2lso exercised deep and
vast inf_uencs cn our original thought aiid civilization,

Conccrning the enligtitenment of our country, first came the
free democratic thoupht of French that is -3 pelitical philosophy
in the French pericd of enlightvenment, cShen from T™mgland and
America ideas of parliarentery goverument, *he principle of actual
aedvantage and ntilitarianism, then Germcn atioral Rights ideas
were introduced, olil these thirgs merifested th/ir strength in the
chenging or anclition of conscrvative hied custo3 and systems,
Such movemants 1n~e Tthe broad trend of the dynasiy under the name
of "Bummel-~haiia? and affecting the administration,; econouy,
thought, custios, etc, was the so-called epoch of Furopeanization
period which appeared. &Tut against this there occurrod the move-
ments fer tha resioration of tradition under the name of the
preservation of natiora)ity (national charcctoristics), which was
a revalation of the netional seli-consciousnoss as opposed to the
prevailing current of iniroducing western civilization. This was
due to the nature: rcason thai, gorerally speaiing, the radical
turning to Zuropean style had injured owr tradition and caused the
national spirit to fads,

Thus the oppocitica of Furopeanizetion and Nationalism came
about, and thoughts fell into coafusion, which disturbed our nation,
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Whether it was 1o hold to tr:dition or follow the new thought,

But in the 23rd year of Meij. (1890) the Iluperial Rescript on
Education was QPGﬁL; cted, b, vhich the uniion perceived the
sacred works o’ *.e 1cund¢rg of the cown !y end implanting of
virtue ty our Imverial Ancestors end by this they found the sure
direction +o proceed, But owing o tne unchanged thriving induc-
tion of Furopoan and American civilization:s, the undigested
vestern nLoughﬂs vcra 8till exbtremely in fashion =- 1ndiv*dualistic
western tlicuphts came into ocur country .mmcesr the new lLanners of
pasitivisy, and na JLra.:um; at the same tin~ idealistic thoughts
and tlicarlies alsc met with a warm welcome, JLetor with a ruch

caize Qomocrasy, soclalism, anarchism, and comr nisz. and recently
we have saen ine intreducing of Fascism, Such coiditicas finelly
caused thue 2enlugions in thought and society tlat ve ars now
actually f4:.0; and led %0 ithe arousiang of a busic selfeconscicus-
ness regard:¢ the national structure Lﬂoxu,a1)u

Essentialiy radical theoughte live socialism, enarchism, and
communism arce 2t betiom tased ucen individualicmp, and are simply
one of the fraturey of ius apucuiurzs, FEver Burspe end Amcrica
the chiefl stromgh.lds of individve lem de net approve the commu=
nism, and now they, intending 1o g-ve up the origzinal individualism,
face the sprinzirg up of tesalitarianism end natioraliswm, which
gave rise to Masuc -1, In other words, it may be asaid that the
deadlock of induiviiualirzm i~ Turcpe and ‘merdica and in cvr country,
s inviting times of ‘onivrisa -s well av changes ia thought and

soclety, For a wnile we v..7. JT.ave th: i rﬁolam of' how the peonle
in Europe and :sirerica, who 'i.v2 been cp"u'“ sing their society and
states for man:- ;rcars, break {uvday's dehmjrnk, but ag for cur

country, we wil. establish a i ew Javan vh th iz wise and broad-
minded, ret'lm"ng ourselves t: tho stani | int peculiar to ovr
couniry, ealighteninzg the perpetually ine vrable national siructurs,
pushing sside Lonhervat4ve and corrunt cu.oma, =andesvouring to take
and refine the civilization of *urope and Lmaricn mora and moi‘e,
and esatabliishing the causas and givisg birt'. to 1@ aLfact, That

is to say the dvai-lfla opposition of our .ation's thcughts, the
comno ticn regarcing llvellihcod, and the cul tural confusion are to
be golved only by our irue comprehension o: the underlying principle
of the neitinnal structure while our nation will iake therough- roing
obaarvations as to the essence ol western thougitz; and this is not
only for ow' cuuntry’s sake, dut it must ba for the scke of the
races in tlie world who are sufferinz because there is 1o Yreak in
the dead~loci o Individualism, Thns here is our ispnrtant and
greatv world-iistoricel mission witich caused us t2 corpiie "The True
Prinuipﬁc or Ovyr National Siructare” to make claar the reasons fer
the founding of the state and to make menifest ils great spirit,
end abt the same time to slucidate ths brilliont n_quﬁy of the
natviona:l structure, and going forwerd to exxvlain and spread them
in the present vwo.ld zud thus to siizulete the sclf--consciousness
and efforts of the citizens,
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The work of founding our nation was begun when the foundrcss
AMATERASU-O-MIKAMI (Heaven Shining Great Goddess) imparted an
oracle to her grand son NINIGI-NO~MIKOTO (Gemlike God) ordering
him to descend to the MIZUHO-NO-KUNI, TOYOASHIHARA (Land of Rich
Crops the fertile Field), The KOJIKI, NIHON SHOKI etc. explain
as an ‘rtroductory narrative how the universe (heaven and earth)
had come w exist and be formed. In the KOJIKI for example:

"At the beginning of the heaven and earth there appeared three

goda, in TAKAMA-GA-HARA (High Heaven .Plain), named AMENO-MTNAKANUSHI-
NO-TKO!0 (Supreme Chief God), TAKAMI-MUSUBI~NO-KAMI and KAMI-
MUSUBI-NO -FAML [beoth goddesses to bring forth offspring), but all
these remained single and died,”

In the NIHON SEO:.I:

"The heaven fi-st anocarcd and then the earth was formed,
After the formation of 1huse two the gnds and deities were born
between, At ke time wh... *iile heaven and earth sceparated the
dust floated slout like fish swimming in the water, when.a thing
was criginatza between heav:n and earth, It was a sort of grass
shoot which changed into the god called KUNINOTOKOTACHI=NO-MIKOTO
(God of All Plants).™

These legends and fables, being ancient natlonal beliefs,
originated thus from very ancient times,

At the end of the seven generations from KUNITOKOTACHI-NO=-
MIKOTO there were born two gods named IZ.NAGI-NO~-MIKOTO and
IZAAMI -NO-MIKOTO, According to the KOJIKI, these two gods,
with various leading orders from the gods in heaven, completed
the transformation of the floating land, As the KOJIKI says:

"At this time two gods, IZANAGI and IZANAMI=-NO-MIKOTO, were
dirccted in different orders by the goddess in heaven to trans-
form this floating dust-like land into a solid land and were
given AME-NO-NUBOKO (heavenly swamp sword)'. Thus two gods
IZANAGI and IZANAMI-NO-MIKOTO, created OYASHIMA, then mountains
and rivers, plants and deities, and finally gave birth to the
supreme goddess who was to reign over all these. The KOJIKI says,
At this time IZANAGI-NO~MIKOTO was overjoyed and declared 'I have
had child after child and at last the child MIHASHIRA=-NO=-UZUNO-
MIKO (the most noble child) has been born,! And taking his neck-
lace of beads off his neck ho gave it to AMATERASU saying, ‘your
mission is to teach veople all things concerning TAKAMA-GA-HARAY
(High Plain of Heaven), In the NIHON SHCKI we find: "“IZANAGI
and IZANAMI-NO-MIKOTO conferred together and sald '"We have created
OYASHIMA-NO-KUNI and formed mountairs and rivers therein and all
the plants thereon, but ha: 1o person becn born yet fit to relgn
over all these things??! Then was there born a goddess of light
called HINO-KAMI (God of Lirat) also czl’ed OHIRUME-NO~MICHI (one

bock says AMATERASU-O~MIXAMI, another, AVATERASU-O-HIRUME-NO=MUCHI-NO=-

MIKOTO =-- goddess of heavenly light), 'The child goddess shone
brilliantly and made the whole world bright,"

:
{
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| AMATERASU-O-MIKAMI, callnd HI-NO-KAMI or O-HIRUME-NO-MUCHI,

, "shone so brightly that she made the whole world bright", and her
unbounded virtue e:tended for and wide cnd influenced all things,

| Thus AMATERASU-0-..T protected with tender care the land created

| by the gods in T.7.MA~GA~HAR. »nd together with the two gods (IZANAGI

| and IZANANMI~NO.-.110T0), took loving care of and developed all things,

AUATFRASU-0-MIKAMI, in order to carry cut this great ideal and

F prosperouriy davalip the works coaval with heaven and earth, sent

‘ hor Imperiai grandion, under a divine mindate, to establish a supreme

’ code of dutics as between covereign and zubjects, this being the

| fundamental tasis for our lestivals. politl .: and education, Here

j the work of the natlicnal foundation was com-leted: Thus the oripin
of our nation resiing on sush divine antiqu 3y and cooval with the

eternity or' heaven and earth, proves itsclf %o ba entirely different

from that of any other country.

Before AMATLIASU-OXAMI sent her grandson NINIGI-NO-)IKOTO down
to earth, the gods in IZGMO, the followers of OKUNI-NUSHI -NO=i{AMI
(Great Land Ownor God) a doscendent of her younger brother SUSANQQ=-
| NO~MIKOTO rebelled, Hercet the Imperial grandson decided to descend
! to the MIZUHO-NO~KUNI in TOYOASHI~HARA, and at his departure she
granted an oracle which savy:

"MIZUHO-NO-KUNI of CHIIHOAKI of TOYOASHINARA (Land of full crops,
| abundant reed plain) is the land my descendants are to reign overe
| Go you, my Imperial grandson, and govern 1%, Go, Your reign will
prosper coeval with hcaven and carth,"

Here the great mor-l princinle of the relationship between
soverign and subjects vas sclemnly mani’cstoed, the nation was estab-
lished, and the dircct desccidants of ALATERASU~O~MIKAMI who governs
all things in heavcn and earty, ascend to the throne and prosper
forever, coeval w.th heaven ail earth, And the great principle of
the foundation of the country :as made manifest for all time in
MI ZUHO-NO=KUNI of TOYOASHIHARA,

Again by the civine oracle for the dedlcation of the gacred
mirror she seid:

"Take this mirror as my soul and kneel before it and worship
it as tho to me in person,"

This mirrow, therefore, was granted him as the symbol of her divine
soul, and successive empcrors inherit it and worship it, In inherite-
ing this mirror, cach successive emperor abides with AMATERASU-O-MIKAMI,
that is in ovher words she is still among us along with the mirror even
now. Each ercevor worships this mirror constantly in order to remind
himself o O~MIKAMI and gbide with Her., This is the basis of our
veneration for the gods and for our ancestor vorship,
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In the above oracle she goes on to command:

POMOKANE=NO-FAMI (God ¢ financial affairs) shall take charge
of all things ar(mnd him," 4"is means he should manage as his
servant all things relative {1 the God's daily life, This shows
clearly the rnlation between .he Emperor. the direct descendant of
O-KAM. ard thoze ‘ho, by his commands, serve him, The politics of
our countrv, thercfore, is under the sovercignty of the Emperor who
on one hend worships the divine souls «f his Imporial ancestors, and
on the otner leads ail his pencle, while ail executlve work is carried
cut b¥ his loyal asi’siaris in accoraance with tne rtmneric: intcene
tions, ¢&o the govermment of owr countvy in sacred wovk end is not
of a private nature,

In order w clarify the fundemen*al rnainre of tihe Emperor and
the quality of our nationai poli+y, we must exyiein the tlaee princi-
ple points given in the divine oracles, namely, the "Eternity with
Heaven and ¥arih+, the "Imperial Tharone of Uabroken Line®, and "Three
Divine Treasuras", The first mecne everlasting prosperity wita
heaven and o.rth, It doez not inulcete simpiy the continustion of
time, Generaily the words eternal or for ever mean the cverlasting
continuatior of time, but hore we have a far deeper meaning, That
is to say, it cignifies the evcrlasiing future and at the same time
it includes the p.oysent. In the srnirit of the divine Emperor and
his sacred viocks tiere exists the wuarit of his divine cncestors,
also there abides in them the everlusting future of our nation, The
eternity of our I/ rial Throne means inteorcourse between the past
and the futwre at Lids tery 1-osent == this nation of ours has ever-
lasting life and =11 develcp in prospoirity forever, Our history
is the evolution o the ev ul.ziing pruscat and in the very core
of it there flow: “his everius dng pressucl.

In the Imperial rescript on education we read “"All shall guard
and maintatn the eternal Imperial prosperity"., This can be put into
practice only if every citizen foilows ti.a Tmperor who inZorms us
of the will of his Imperial ancestors, and if, by obeying him faith=-
fully they fulfill his mission. Then sovereignr and subject will
become an integral unit and will so develoypn forover, bringing
eternal progperity to the throne, This idral was established for
all eternity at the time of the foundation of our nation, when
the divine oracle stated that the Imperial throne was cocval with
heaven and earth,

The Imperinl rank is that of our Emperors, whose single linec
of descent is unbroken through the ages, The Thitone, which is
descended from the divine founder, inherited the domain he founded,
and its mission is to govern the land in peaceful prosperity, 1t
is the Emperor’s divine rank by and through which he becomes united
with the Tmvorial founder, showing his will in the present by meking
the country prosper and teking tender care of all his people,
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The pcople, by respecting the Emperor and at the same
time worshipping the divine Imperial Ancestors, can by his benevolence
become citizens of onr country, Thus the Imperial throne is the most
sacred supreme position, and forms the eternally immutable basis of
our country.

That the Emperor who assumes this supreme position must
be of en unhrolen line is a fundamental principle of our national
foundation, aud this is clearly stated ir the divine oracle; that is
to say, the desccndents of AMATERASU-0+MI-KAMI alone can assume this
rank end it can never be othervise. In a country wvhere a collectiion
of individuals form the nation, knovledge, virtuc o power is uhe
eriterion for sovercignty and whocver has virtuc is cligible for that
position or it may be gained by power or lost when that power i Lost,
or again thal position may be gained by the votea of ticse who have
pover in the lend, It will be scen that all these are the rosult of
humen oporation, Virtue or power, on the other hand, is comparative
in naturc end is likely to be subjected to other power or Interosis,
or may even become &£ source of rivairv end strife vhich wouid
naturally lead the country inio a state of revolution, In our country,
however, the throne is held by descondents cf an unbroken line and
therefore there is chuolutely no question of change vhatever. Con=
sequently the Tmperor, whc holds this imperial rank, naturally
exhibits perfect virtue rnd his av:ust pocition is both firm and
aacred. It is not from duty that the people serve hinm nor are they
subjugated by power, but it is o natural attachment, and a voluntary
allegiance. We people of Japan cnould feel the deepaest appreciation
for the sternal prosperity given us by our unbroken line of Empcrors,
and for the sanctity of our Throne which is unparalled in any foreign
country. '

The Threc Sacred Treasures.

There ere throe divine treasures which symbolize the
Imperial Throne., The NIHON SHOKI describes them as follows: -
MAMATERASU-O~MIKAMI. at that time, gave to AM".TSU~HIKO-HIKO~HONO
NINIGI-NO-MIROTO three treasures = the curved bead callcd YASAKANT=-
NO-MAGATAMA, the mirror called YATA-NO-KAGAMI, anc the svord called
KUSANAGI ~NO~TSURUGT , "

Those throe treasures are composed of the YASAKANI=-NO-
MAGATAMA (curved bead) given her at the entrance of the ANA=-NO-ITAYA
(Rocky cave of Heaven), the YATA-NO-KAGAML (Mirror), and AME-NO-
MURAKUIA) -NO~TSURUGTI (¥novm also as KUSANAGI-NO~TSURUGI) which was
given her by SUSANOO-NO-MIKOTO, The Foundress gave these treasures
specially to her Imperial grandson on his descent to this land; ever
since they have been used as symvols of the throne, and have been
successively inherited by the unbrokci Imperial line of descondants,
Each successive emperor raceives them when ha ascends the throne,
thus carrying out the vill of AMATERASU-O-MIKAMI, Among them, the
mirror is regarded as the Teprescntation of the divine spirit of the
founders of the nation and it is worshipped as such,
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Worship of the Gods

The emperors arc descendants of AMATERASU-O-KAML and also
of the divine Imperial ancestors. The Imperial rank is exiremely
holy and important because it is taken by the Emperor as a descendant
of the gods in heaven,

The Emperor MONBU, on his ascension to the throne declared,

"Eva* since the time when all things were begun in TAKAMAGA=-
HARA there must have been, from the anciont through medieval times
to the present time, many enperors, and their descendents inherited,

| reigned and developed the O-YASHIMA,

"I, as their direct descendant, inherit as ordcred by the
"gods in heaven"; thus each cmperur, as their descendants, worships
his encestors znd ascends to the throne in belief that he becomes
united .as one with them, Ever since the Emperor JIMMU of old built
in the TOMI Mountain a ritual statcroom wharein he worshipped the
soul of the founcer, each successive Emperor has followed suit and
has worshipped the souls of his ancestors,"

The FEmperors solemnly observe the fixed and special

\ festivals, At lhese festivals they attend in perscn all ceremonies
where ancestors are worshipped, becoming united with them, and
praying for the happiness of their subjects and the prosperity of
the nation, The Emperors from of old have had a deep interest in
the agricultural festivals, BEspecially the grand harvest festival
which is held only once in each reign, and the annual harvest
festivals which they attend throughout the whole night, This practice
is observed ¢fter the example set by AMATVIASU-0~-KAMI who, when her
holy grandchild was born, granted an eternal oracle, and the sacred
treasures together with an ear of rice teken from a rice-field. The
divine oracle given at this time reads:

"T give you this rice~ear gromn in the field of TAKAMA-GA-
HARA (plain of heaven), my grandchild,"

So ever since that time at the grand and common harvest
festivals, respect is paid to the rice ear thus originally given by
the Imperial Foundress; and in this ceremcny the spirit of tender
care for people of MIZUHO-EQ=KUNI (Agricultural country people) can
be seen as it was of old in the era of the Gods.

Conformity in festivals, politics, and education,

The enperors become one with their ancesters through the
medium of these festivals, and with their ancestors cherish the people's
prosperity. This is the cmperor'!s spirit of governing the people,

= Thus the divine festivals and the government of the people are based
on the same foundation, Further, the Emperor in person mekes clear
the will of his ancestors by teaching the fundamental ethics governing
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the foundation of the nation and the morals of his subjects.

Herein lie the fundamentals of education. So, it will be scen that
these threc, festivals, government and education, though each
operating on its c¢wny are derived from the sume source,

Spirit of governing the nation,

The Emperor's governing spirit over the nation is always
clearly manifesied in cur history, 'Thie land was created and
organiczed Ly TZANAGI and TZANAMI-NO-MTRUTO folloving various
inctructines issued by the gods in heaven, and by the Imperiel grand-
child NIFIUT-N0-4IKOTS, who, aftor the divine oracle utitevad By
AMATFRASU-)~XAML, descenced with many other deibies to csiaolish the
eternal foundation of this ration.

v
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INTZRNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

4G TIE TRANSLATION DIVISION

SVt At vornay. o iatenbine fammack’ requesis that Doc # 676 attached o

he translated from _ _iapaneee b5 ?Pgliﬂh

(Cut nroofread stencil in Jaranese

L NS ' as tfollows: |
T— ) -

Ministry of Education Book, entitled "National Polity.

it is requested that the portion of the above document which has been marked
for full translation by the Document Scanning Section bte processed for
introduction into evidence.
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