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VC-91's soecond Support hop on 13 lay congisted of four VI's
which took off the MAXIN ISLAND at 0930, They traveled to Okfinawa with
eizht other VI's from the Carrier Group, but once there, were assigned
tc a target of their own —- mortar and troop positions in TA 8170 TC.

This target, on the Army side of the island, was asouth of a
ridge a few hundred yards below our soldiers. In the absence of an Alr
Coordinator, Lt.(jz) Howard, leader of the MAKIW division, made one run
first to locate the target. He dropped one bomb to apot it for the others
and the ground observer told him that was "it".

The four them made an attack in loosze column {formation, on a
gourse of about 165 degrees, pushing over at 4500 feet into a glide m of
45 degrees and relessing between 2000 and 2500 feet. One bomb was dropped

per run. Rocket runs {ollowed, four rockets beln; {fired per run from
1000 yards slant range at 405 degrses.

The target area visibility was good, but pilots were unable to
see aspacific targets within the area. Uowever, seven 500-pound bombs
and 30 rocket hits in the srea were resported, plus 200 rounds of .50

calibre smmo for good measure. The 8round Observer told the flight the
bombs and rockets hit "where the troops wanted them,"

One pilot, Lt.(jz) Younzlove, was unable to release his second
bonb, despite saw 25 attapts involving steep dives and sharp pullouts
and rocking of his wings. !le decided to land at Yontan airfield, and

when he opened his bomb bay doors the bomb tumbled to the ground --
apparently jarred loocse.

Jap AA fire, a meager amount of 20 mm stulil, was seen coming
up in the pilotc' f'enoral direction from two tanks some distance f{rom
the bombinp tare and Lnse. Hancock went down to strafe and rocket the
tankp;they had disa'ppoa.rm], but so had the AA firee.

Pllote were:

Lt. 2;10) Mo Do Howard
Lte(Jg) E. E. Y8unglove
Ens. . . Hancogk
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