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WAR GIRLS' WELFARE
By Sidrfey Horniblow
F Kk & L )35 A

ﬁundreds of thousands of

Britain’s wom-an and girls
have givan up all the com-
forts and attractions of
~home and businzss life to
work in the war factories,
In raturn, the Government
has don= its utmost £o make
conditions at thesse war
factorizs, and at the clubs
and hostzis where the.girls
live, as nzariy like home as
"vossible. -

Pritain’s army of women
wa?® workars arz just aboug
23 healthy as they can
rissibly be. As a proof-of
the good effects of the
sstention which has been
said to their health, there
is no naxd ¢o do mor=a than
point out that eighty per
rent of them have lost less
than five per cent of their
working time on account of
ahsence through sickness.

The mest careful and
constant attention is devot-
¢1 to the good work of
kcc’) ng these women free
from 11Ness and injury. In

rritain’s Royal Ordnancs
Factomes fifty loctors give
full time qervic'e', and many
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othery _attend for several
hours during the working
day. In addition, there are
In thesa factories 200 Jtate
Registered Nurses, and a
staff of auxiliaries and or-
derlies, ‘

Every ncew recruit to join
a factory staff is examinad
by the doctors, and th2
keenest watch ig kept to
detect the first signs of
any outbreak of iliness,
which, if it went unchecked
might esasily hinder the
whole prcduction effort.

Spacial attention is paid
to tha food, clothing and
even cosmetics of thewomen
war workers, Menus provid-
ing the maximmum nourish-
ment are arranged in the
factory canteens, and some
of the women workers are
given priority issues of milk
and free ratiors of vitamin
tablets. "

All the women wear over-
alls, and turbans to prevent
their hair from beirg caught
in the machinery. They are
given special instructions
on how to tie these
turbans.

They are also given free
supplies of face cream and
powder. This serves a déu-
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‘ble purpose. It helps themto
preserve their fresh, dainty
appearance in spite of their
heavy and dirty work, but at
ths same time it i3.a most
ess2ntial medieal precaa-
tion. These speeizally prepar-
ed cosmetics safe - guard
the wom-:n’s skin against
any possible harmful effescts
from the exrlosives which
thay have to handle.

There seems no cnd to
the thoughtfu) care which
is 1avished on Britain’s
womean war workers-regular
inspection and treatment is
provided for their eyes,
and since some of them
have to stand constantly
on their feet, special orth-
opazdicadviez and attention
is available.

Naturally, there are First
Aid Posts in the machine
shops in case of any minor
accid=nts, and each shop
is providzd with exczlleat
washing facilities, In the
dressing rooms adjoining,
the women are given in-
dividual lockers for their
overalls and shoes. They
are constantly encouraged

to make suggestions to the

Welfdare Officer and the
Supervisor for anything
that can be done to increase
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the efficiency of their work,

or their personal comfort,

-and bappiness. _
50 much for the conditions

inzide the factories. A large-

propoztion of the women
and girls  who uudertake
this work—mauch of it really
dangerous--are a very long
way from their own homes,
Near 'all the big Ordnance
fractories, therafore exten-
sive clubs or hostels have
been builf.

- I know one of these clubs

situated in a green valley
in the West cof Engiand.
It amounts almost to a
ml?" f-flt._,{]:'e town '-‘f as ._\.Il,
chalets, covering twenty-
five =zecres. ¢ Hostel
is really the wrong word
to avply to this place, for
tae comforts and amenities
avaiiable to th2 women aras

equal to those in any first-

class hotel.

For all this the women
are charged only 228 6d4. a
-weak] It amounts really to
this, that the women pay
per week what the guasts
~ in many hotels pay per day.
They get a most comfort-
~ able bed, constant hot water
and baths, centrally-heated
rooms. -every possible form
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'BLITZ NIGHT! l‘N HOSPITAL
- By Lee Allward

there always ®*used to be,?

in the heart of civilised man,

pity for the defenceless.s
But *totalitarian war$ has
changed all that. Hogpitals,
*once sanctuaries,” have
become targets,S
London alon2 four hundred
have been hit? during the
raids.?

- Wherever poasible, there-
fore, British patients have
been rrioved to improvised,®
subsidiary'® hospitals in the
country, and *staff and
equipment!* have been
decentralised.'? But it is not
possible to strip'3 the cities
of therr *medical facilities.
¥ to *confine illness to
¢égafe’ areas;' it iz not
possible to rehouse?s all the
vast and complex equipment.
And so, under a hail of
shigh explosives,*” threat-
ened by fire, blast, and
bombing, the hosp1ta1
®carries on.!s

Sy

of relaxation and entertain-
ment, and, on top of it all,
two fzrst—class meals and
one ‘‘snack?’ meal every
day.

and in

Inside these London hos%--
pitalg little of the ®*essential
fuzmls;hing19 has been chang-
ed smce the days of peace.
But ia dim, aseptie sigelling,
20 gtone corridors,?-} large
notices point the way to
shelters?? and *emergency
exits,” *First Aid Postg,?*
and *Decontamination (,en--
tres.” Smaller no'-zces
remind you £0 carry your*gas
mask? and inform you of
your duties in an ‘‘emer-
gency.”’ Heavy blinds? and
sereens mask? the windows.
Top floors have been
emptied, on the lower ones,
great wooden beams?*- give:
gxtra support to ceilings,
and c4and-b::3.g's; 3% stackeds*
at every opening, give what

protection is possible ag-
ainst_;_blast.

Overh ead,*enemy3?plages’s

~drone*heavywithdzstruction

and death.3‘But down b:low,
within the walls * steeped
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m” the tradi¢ions of healing
and mercy,soft-footed nurses
move through the wards,3®
calm and unhurried. Matrons
37 are *at their posts;3s
student groups follow the
doctors, serious and intent,
eager to learn all they can.
The old accustomed roudtines®
goes on—stolid, ¥ unalter-
- able, and reassuring.®

In the corridor a young

father *on leave?!? paces ®*in
" an agony of anxiety.4 *Will
his wife come through?t
*Will the bombs keep off?#
Only last week a *maternity
ward4® was shattered by a
*direct hit.¥ His ®*ears
strain®® for the hum of the
’planes.

A nurse brings him a cup
of tea.

“Everything is going
splendidly. Don’t worry.”’

*You can’t help having
- confidence*® in these young
women, who look so tire-
"less and immaculate.’® The
man does not know that for
a week, since the laundry®
was *blown up,?? they have
been doing their own wash-
ing. The starched,’3spotless
uaniforms have been washed
at night, after long *spells
of duty:®* in small hand

‘basinsg, and ireneds® between

shifts*¢with borrowed irons.
7 He knows only that the
sight of them is reassuring,

In the wards, - though
bombs rattle the windows,
the *usual disciplined still-
ness reigns.’® The night
sisters? at their desks work
quietly by heavily shaded
lamps, pausing only now a2nd
then on tiptoe to the bedside
of some restless patient.

There have been nights
wh en crumbing walls buried
the blind, the crippled,®
the aged, the fevered® and
the dying. In these supreme
moments, the nurses have
been ready for the test,
often giving thair lives in
their efforts to save their
patients. Now eich knows
that, at any moraent, the
same sacrifice may be
demanded of her. '

Thg matron passes on her
round i’

“All well, Sister??

A shattering explosion
sways the building, like a
dog shaking a bit of rag..
A bit of plaste-*® nrumbles-
from a corner, :

“All well, Matron.”
In the First A*ld room™



¢ s

students and volunteersss
are dra23sing minor injuries.
Other siudents have veolun-
tezred for*patrol duty.® One
hospital was saved by a
student who saw an *incend-
iaryY bombb5 fall on the roof.
He climbed up among the
- gables a:rd flung the bomb
into the street, where
wardens®® put it out.

A white-coated student
emerges into the corridor.
The *soldier father$” Jooks
anxious.

“My Wlfe?”
‘‘#*She’s doing splendld-
1? "I18%

Muffled rumbling in the

distance. The lights go out.

““They must have got the
mains.®* Don’t worry. The
*emergencY lighting7® is
ready.’?, |
In the theatre a *surgeon

operating.’”> *He calls

~
Pl

i

N PR 1
for a torch.’”? The .pale
beams falls on the open
wound, and glints?s faintly

- among ythe instruments.
Other thin *shafts of light
22 pierce the darkness.
Again the *mysterious
white-garbed figures’® can
be seen, like priestsperform-
ing a rite, each at its *ap-
pointed task.?t

well, don’t You want to
say good morning to your
son?”?

The soldier, exhaust-:.d,
had fallen aslecp. He sat up
startled. A nurse is holding
something small and squeal-
ing in a shawl.”?

There 1s a bustle going on
among the nurses, for grey
dawn is breaking and a new
shift comes on.

‘‘Not too bad, no wmdows
broken »

......
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EVERYD AY ENGLISH lDlOMATlC PHMSES[

( Contimwd )
Fl NGER

AII mY fmgﬂr&, arath: Tmb my 1ands are clumsy ;ﬁé‘y sj‘-i{mr
fean’t $i2 un th= parez2l. All mY fingers are thumbs to-day.
.To arrive at cn2’s fingers’ ends: to be reducéd to poverty,

ft%’}}‘lﬁ ff, :
At last he arrrmd at his fingers’ ends and could hardly

support his fnmlly.
To have a fingar in the pie: to take part in somethmg,ﬁm

A5
[t seems that he has a finger in everY pia. i
To have 3 thing at one’s finger-tips: to know a thng‘
“thoroughly, Pk, Bieifi. -
Oh, you can trast bim to do it for you; He has the whole
business at his finger-tips.
My fingers itch to: T lom to i[548,
MY fingers are itching to piay ‘tennis,
To lay (or put) a (or one’s) fmg—or upon: to touch how-
ever shghtlv, to pomt with prﬂcxst-fm to.fafast f ¢ 15

k.
Eat whatpver you lay your fit g;ers on.
It’s not essy to lay one’s fingers upon tha cause of tha

evil just mentioned.
To let slip through one’s flnfmrs £0 losa hold of 7 sh .3k .

Too bad you Jet th2 goldan opportunity slip through
yOur fmg'ercz, '

m, 42, :ﬁ:wﬁqn 43 :fpﬁrls”#‘;""“"‘r}u A4, vl DI 2B s
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LENuLA‘\ﬁ AND THE E‘eﬁusn
WEATH ER

When two En«lish people meet, their first words
will b2 “IIow do Youa do?” or ‘“‘How are you??’ And after
the resz “Vary wall, thank You; how are you?’? the next
ramark is almost cert in to be about the weather. ‘10’
a Jovaly morning, isn* it?’ or ““Isn’t it warm to-day?’?apd
the other person wiil reply, *‘Yes, it’s wonderful weather
we are having. I 'hone it will *keep fine;* it seems al-
most *too good €O last.2”

Or perhaps the d=y 13 dull; it is raining a httlﬂs
the sky is grey, and everY one is wearmq a mackintosh,
oFf carrying an umbrpll‘a As the ears and buses go along
the street theY splash? the water and mud on the paoserst.

Gradually *it gets darker;> a thick fog is spreading
over Loondon The lamps are !it in the streets and in the shops
and offices, and cars and buses put on their lights and
can only "\,rawl along.® As one friend bumps? into another,
h2 says, “Isn’t it a *beastly day?s” ¢‘Yes,”’ replies the
other, ‘‘you can *hardly ses a Yard in front of S'ou 97?

To look through one’s fingers: to pretend not to sSee ﬁﬂ* x~

He_Looked through his fingers at the gross mlstake
To stirafinger: to make the least effort,#4% 5.
He won't stir a finger to help the poor,
The finger of Fate (or God): destiny,4%¥.
He went by that train although we begged him not to.
It seems that the finger of fate was here.
To turn (or twist) a person round one’s little finger: to
cajore one s S E&EX 5.
‘A cunning woman usually turns her Iover round her ht‘.tle
. finger. |
To the finger nalls. completely,
He is witty to the finger na1ls.
WwWith a wet finger: with. ease, 5 %.
He has done the work with a wet fmg-er.
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Then comes winter. There has bzen a good fall of
snow and a hard frost. It is just the day for a good
country walk; Let us have a tramp'* down the country
lanes. The ground is like iron and rings under our feet.
the frost sparkles on the branches, and icicles'? hang
from the houses.

It is still freezing bhard and the ponds are frozen
over. There are crowds of people on them *sliding and
skating,*? and here %5 a merry group of schoo]boys hav-
ing a fight with snowballs. It 1s verY pleasant while
the fros: lasts; the unp]basant time comes when the
thaw!3 begins.

A few months have passad and it is a beautiful
spring day. The rzain fell hoavily last night, but now the
soft white clouds are floating across the blue sky, and
the sun is shininz brightly. Raindroprs and dew-drops
shine on every small green leaf and every blade of Young
grassy, |

In the gardens the daffodils'4 are dancing in the
breeze. The tulips'® are Jjust beginning to show, the
crocuses!s are going?!” now bai still make a gay spot of
colour, Yellow or purple or white. As we walk along the
lanes t_he white hawthorn buds are ready to open, and
the yellow primroses’® make the hedge side beautiful.

The birds are filling the air with song., The lark:®
is high in the sky, and the thrush® and blackbird?* are
singing beautifully, while their mates are busy building
the nost for the eggs. The swallow hag returned from his
winter 2broad, and in the evening the nightingale?? wxh be
lieard in ths woods. . .

The farmer has ploughad his fields and the new
corn is just beginning to appear above the ground. It
bas been a time of hard work, but ina few months now
autumn and harvest tim2 will come. When the corn ‘has
turned ripa and golden he will reap it and nput 1t in
hls barn 23 . 4
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[SENSE AND COMMONSENSE[
ANIMALS AND BIRDS

nimals have four feet for walkmg, running, and j;ump-

They live on the land, _and their bodies are covered
m’rh hair.* The *domestic animals? are the horse, ox,
ecw, bull, donkey, sheep, goat, dog, and cat. The *wild_
anwn"h'* are the llon tiger, bear, wolf, fox, hare, stag,
elephant, and monkeY.

pirds have wings and their bodies are covered with
faathers.* The duck, chicken, goose, turkey,> and peacocks?
cre classed as poultry 7 and live in the farmyard. The
earle; swallow, sparrow, partridge,® pheasant,® parrot,
nightingale, and vulture!® are wild-birds. Bzrds live in
the air, and on-the ground, and have a beak:! wzth which

- iney eat

Fish live'in the water, and their bodies are eovered with
sczies.’? They move sbout by swimming with the aid of
their fing.'s The principal fish used for food in Engiand are
the salmon,**cod,**herring,'%and sardine.’Seals'sand frogs
live in both land and water, and are called amphibians.®
The snake moves along the ground by crawling, and is
the principal reptile.?® :

Among the useful inseets are the bee and the silkworm.
The former gives us honey, and *the latter silk.2 The
f17 and the wasp, as well as the mosquito are harmful
insecets. The prettiest insect is the butterfly.

- NOTES 9
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> go,ﬁgm » 21.=The latter gives us silk |
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4. *Canada’s Generous Gift?
For *War Supplies?

Wken (Canada gave *£ 225,
900,000 sterling® to Britain
a year agd, the®Prime Mini-
stert spoke of the generous
gift as ‘“*unique in its scale
in the whole history of the.
British Impire,5’? reports a
special correspondent. Now
ttie Canadian Government
proposes that another £
225,000,000 shall be given
to provide war sapplies for
23]l the United Natlons.é

*Plans have been designed
7t{0 *extend reciprocity®
wuich Is already operating
between Canada and the Un-
ited States and to organize
*simiiar mutual aid® with
othersofthe Allied Nations.
‘Throughout.*® The *gover-
ning princinle!t is ‘‘*victory
for each dapends unon vie-
tory for all.42??

iI. *Roosavelt Promises
Direct Attack On Japan! .
*Necisive action? against

Japan, striking directly

‘+hrough China rather than

the adontion of an*island-to

-island strategy,? was pro-

misedbyPresident Roosevelt

inhis broadcast on February

‘He also p]alnlY mdtcated
‘e plan to open a *second

front* in Kurope after the
battle in Tunisia.5 -

Spegking at the *annual
dinner® of the *white House
Correspondents ’ Associa-
tion,” President Rooseveli:
declared: ‘‘Hitler knows
the conseqguencess of the
*Allied victory in Tunisiz.?
The consequences are the
actual invasion of the eon-
tinent of Europe. We deo not -
*disguise our intention.w®

“There will be decisive
actions against Japan,
striking directly through
China rather than following
the island -to-island stra-
tegy. :

‘“One thought is upper-
most in our mindes--our
determination to *fight
this war through to the
finigh,'* until the day when
Allied troops will *make
their triumphant march
through the streets of
Berlin ,Rome and Tokvo.!?

HI. Miss Irene Ward To
Visit China

Miss Irene Ward, ;’_’Member

_of Parliament,*has aecepted



14 THE STUDENT'S SINO-BRITISH WEEKLY

an invitatiin to visit China-

%on behalf of thae Pritish
Kfinistry of Information.?
She ig expected to lesave
England during the coming

stmmer and spend three or-

four months in China.
' Asan aathoritys on *indus-

trial questions on all mat- -

ters affecting women,* she
“wi.! be in a pesition to in-
{ora the Chinese of the part
plaved by British women in
Beitain’s war effort.

Riiss Ward, it 18 hopad,
will have an opportunity of
seeing the war work of the
Chinegse women'’s organi-
sation andso healp to?*streng-
then thz bond between the
woemen of Great Britain and
China,’

IV. British Navy Hounda!
Enemy With New Weapon

Radio-!ocation? helped the
British Navy to some of its
most#spectaeular successess

of the war. For the first.
time it is possibleto tell the
inside story of the *part
radio-location plays out on.
the oceans.?

Our warships are equipped’
to detect *surfaced UJ-boats>
and enemY ships long dis-
tances awaY-well beyond the
range of the most powerful
telescopes. Radio- location
wag an important facior he-
hird the *reassuring news$
about U-boats given by Mr..
wWinston Churchill on Febru--
ary 11.

The new developments are
®close-guarded secrets. ’
They have been made pos--
sible bythousands of people-
-scientists in their labora--
tories® and mon and women.
working ‘day «and night in
factories to prcduce millions
of parts of th2 equipment
for our warshir s and *anti-
submarine planes.®
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WIT AND HUMOUR

A Youth come to a farmer to borrow a lantern.* At first .
he *refused to say why he wanted it, but eventually® -
confessedt that he wanted it to go courtlng 5 The farmer
was scornful.s

““I did my courting thhout a lantern.”

““Yes,’” replied the youth, ‘‘and Jook at Your missus.””’

. . ,
The new maid had been in the situations for one week,
and the *mistress had a few words with her.?
‘‘When [ engaged’? you,” she said, ‘‘you told me ¥You
wera navey tired.” |
T ¢That’s right,” was the cheerful reply.
‘““But *]'ve caught You asleep' in the kltchen three
afternoons this we=k.”
‘““Well,” was the comp]:: ent'? reply,*‘I should be tired,
if I nzver went to sieep.”

A concert’® was being given for the troops billeted'*
in a small town. They were packed's into the hall like
*sardines in a tin.’® An officer went up to the stage and
asked if any of the men had any ideas to aid their comfort.

A voice piped!” up from the *back row,'s saving:

*Number off from the right,*?and tell the®*even numbers?
to breathe in while the ®*odd numbers?* breathe ouu.™

A widow who %kept a shop?? was being courted by
a bachelor.” He came to her shop every night at closing
time,?* and she gave him her bag with the day’s takings?
to carry¥ home. The bag rag heavy, and this prompted?
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18, THE STUDENT’S SINO-BBITISH WEEELY
SOME USUAL REMARKS ABQUT TRE WEATHER .

It looks like rain to-day; I t,hmk. we are going to
have some more rain,. o
- [t’s a bit dull, but I think it will sclear up.! _
#ts rammg cats and dogs;? it's peouring with ‘rain;
*{:7'3 coming down in torrents;s I'm *wet through,‘ [ am
*wet to the skin®
It’s verY closes to-day; I can hardly breathe.
iTas it stopped raining Yet?
I think we are going to have a heavy fall of. snow,
the snow-flakes are very big.
It’s freezing as hard as it can; it’s bitterly cold.
That was a terrible *thunder stormv a tree was struck
by liﬂhtnmg.
I think we are in for a long da? summer.
Iiarch winds, April showers?
Bring forth May flowers.
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adimirer {0 remark: “‘*You must do a big trade 2z
nr vyou always have such a heavy bag.?’
“‘Oh, ves,” was. the modest repl!¥y. ‘I have quite a good
- little busi_ﬂess.” | _ |
~ But it wasn’t unti]l after they wert married that he
discovered she had been giving him the shop weights?s:
to carry home every night.
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