





The Merchant of Denice

CHAPTER . 1
Shylock® and His Bond*

Far away,” on the shores of the blue Adriatic
Sea,® there is a city called Venice.” It is a city of
white marble® houses like palaces.®

Great painters'® have always loved to make
pictures of'* the grand old churches and other
beautiful buildings that may be seen in Venice.'?

Strange to say,'® there are very few!! streets! ‘

in the city, for between the houses there are
canals,’® crossed by many quaint old bridges;!’
while'® boats, called gondolas,'® carry people to

I. @A, 2 Venice (venis) B (BARSRL). 3. Shylock
(shi'lok) BR#Ee (EAAN). 4. 2% &Ik. 5. Par away 4. 6. on
the shores of the blue Adriatic (3-dri-at/ik) Sea LM 2.
7. there is a city called Venice f7hkEEEE (there is ). 8. &7,
KA. 0. EHE EpSE. 10. Great painters 4%, 11. have always
loved to make pictures of k¥ fE. . . 2. 12. the grand 6ld churches
and other béautiful buildings that may be seen in Venice g2 Heas
SRS R 2 e, SRR, 73R (buildings ESZipSR
FaALR). 13. Strange tosay F2ZW3F. 14. very few (=not many)
g, x5 ffl§.  16. for between the houses there are canals 3§
ERZ WA s (canal AT B2 ).  17. crossed by many quaint
old bridges WAFLHHLZER. 15 . 10 WML ME.
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3 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

and fro, for business or pleasure,’ over the
blue water.®* .- .
The sun shines brightly® on Venice, and the

~air is very soft and warm* while the song of the

sea’ is sweet to® the ears of those who love this
fine old place.”

Once upon a time,® there lived® in Venice
two men, named Antonio! and Bassanio,!! who
were very great friends.!” Antonio was a rich
merchant. He owned'® a great many** ships, which
carried goods'® to distant lands;'® for in those
days'? the people of Venice were famous as brave
seamen and traders.®

Besides being known as a rich man of some
importance,'® Antonio was liked by everybody,?*

1. for business or pleasure EAHHL, KFcilEgs 2. carry people
to and fro, over the blue water #EEIRAPLIEIE®E/kZ E (to and fro
f#8). 3. shines brightly ¥#®%. 4. the air is very soft and warm 22
SEEES MR, 5. the songof the sea Hj7REERZEE. 6. is sweet to. ..
BB 7. those who love this fine old place 7¥Ze30HE > k4.
8. Omnce upon a time 7EFw: (once F:). 9. there lived FEA5.
10. Antonio (an-to'ni-8) 42i{fg. 1r. Bassanio (ba-si'ni-6) [ EiX.
12. were very great friends 28353, (great friend EK). 13. /.- 14.3
great many Z# (M@ “many” WiRE collective noun “many” 24,
o “of,” LM AXR). 15K 16, distant lands . 17.in
those days #ids. 18, were famous as brave seamen and traders
B HiiERkER K4 (seaman #iii5; trader BjA). 19. Besides being
known as a rich man of some importance RBlEBIH A RAMNES.
20. was liked by everybody BAAFT#E.



THE MERCHANT OF VENICE 3

for he was very good and kind and generous.!
But his greatest friend was young Ba. nio.

Bassanio was handsome and clever.? He was
not very well off* and perhaps he spent more
than he should have done.* But whenever® he
needed money, his good friend Antonio was always
ready to give it to him,® for he loved him as if he
were his own brother.”

Antonio was a much quieter®* man. He made
no display of his riches,® and, indeed,'® preferred
to live in a plainer manner.’* But he was glad
that Bassanio dressed more gaily,'? after the fashion
of'® the young men of his time, and he liked him to
take his place amongst'*other Venetian gentlemen.!*

Now'® Bassanio had made the acquaintance
of'” a rich old man who lived: at Belmont,!® a few

1. f, M. 2. handsome and clever 3&Tj&s. 3 not very well
off AE (well off L), 4. spent more than he should have done
(=spent) MEEZE (RBLFEM). 5. MEHEAE. 6 was always
ready to give it to him FRZFHEE (ready W, Hef). 7. as (he
would love him) if he were his own brother FINF R (EF —EKE
HFERE; as if —4). 8. ik R g 9. made no display of his
riches ;M ALkEHE (display SR, riches [1E). 10, TifR. | 1. pre-a
ferred to live in a plainer manner EAHFHIGH. 12. dressed (him-
self) more gaily JFREGIEHE.- 13. after the fashion of...ff...Z&.
14. to take his place amongst.. . fS§RR. .. 225 15 Venetian gentle-
men REBEMZ 4. 16, =things being so ffz= “HFR”. 17. had
made the acquaintance of.. fE8. . .Frac, Bk - - 18. Belmont H
W (bR). ;



4 : THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

miles out of' Venice. He had been to? his house
on a visit,® and had seen his daughter Portia,*
who was a very beautiful young lady.®

Bassanio felt sure® that’ Portia liked him,
and he knew that he loved her. Since his wvisit
to® Belmont her father had died, and Bassanio -
thought he would like to go there again® and see
whether Portia really loved him well enough to be
his wife.1® “

But when he came to'' look into'? his purse,'®
he found he had not enough money** to go on such
a visit.?* He knew that Antonio would help him
at once,'® and so he hastened to his house.!?

Just at that time,'® however,’® Antonio had
not much money by him.?” He had been fitting
out?! his ships, and finding cargoes?* for them, and

1. a few miles of...35.. . M#M. 2. had been to @55. 3. ona
visit $%§5. 4. had seen his daughter Portia (por'shid) i H 2 i 7igl.
5. ke, Wi 2 @A, 6. felt sure Fs. 7. WmMETIIE 8. Since
his visit to.. . g {EHdE. . 2 R LSBT 9, thought he would like to
go there again Wgk@#eiiil, BE#Esk. 10. and seé whether Portia

_really loved him well enough to be his wife HE8I7 EHEF2Z %L EM
BikdFa. 11, cameto... b, &3... 12.lookinto f§, £5.  13. GRIE. '
14. had not enough money.ZF5 2%t 15. to go on such a visit
VfEMAT. 16, at once ¥rgj.  17. hastened to his house £:3&H s,
18; Just at that time @jiHLRE, #efl.  19. fH. - 20. had not much

<money by him #&T%. 21. had been fitting out... EESEH. ..

22. #AER.
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so all his ready money' had been spent upon? his
vessels,® which were at sea.*

It grieved Antonio very much to refuse such
a request,” so he began to think® what could be
done’ to help Bassanio. i

“After all,”® thought he, “the ships are quite
safe. They will soon reach the ports® to which
they are bound,'® and I shall then have plenty of
money' in my hands. For once,’ then, I will
go with Bassanio to a money-lender,'® and borrow
as much as he needs.’* 'We shall be able to pay
it back'® very soon.’’*® v

It was not a thing which he liked to do;
indeed, the rich money-lenders, who were Jews,”
were persons whom Antonio greatly disliked.'®
He had often spoken against them,'® and told them
how he hated®® their grasping and miserly ways.*!

r. all his ready money iy Z2¥i4&. 2. hodePeemspetbupon. . .
Bk, ..k 3. 8. 4. atsea i k. 5K griejed Antohiduvery
much to refuse such a request %2HURBELRIIERTE (It \Mqds
to refuse. . .—3f; grieved fii. . . FE[R; to reffise such a Ffequest Hilksi]).
6. began to think #48. 7. what could B done AI{EMIEE) =50 Witér
all 3, §55. o FER, ¥k 1o, Bhm1a(Vecvipienty piEmoney £ 4.
12. For once jEllk—%. 13. ﬁkﬁ R 14.“‘&6&0\\' as much.as he neéfls
MEF S B &R, 15, pay back FENN 16, velEsoomEK, HH.
17. FEAA. 18 greatly disliked yEEE.  19. Wi poken aghinst
them E/EfEAM#MZ. 20. 1@, 21. grasping andMizedlywaysfK % 2 1T



6 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

Still,* so great was his love for Bassanio that®
he was willing to break through his rule,® and go
with him to borrow the necessary sum¢* from old
Shylock, a rich Jew, who was noted as® the
sharpest® money-lender in Venice.

Shylock was a covetous” and cruel old man.
He always made those who borrowed his money
pay very dearly for the sums they had.®* Thus,
while they became poor, the Jew grew richer day
by day.*

“Shylock has no reason to love me,”'° said
“Antonio. “He is the worst of all the Jews in our
city; and he knows just what I think of him, for
I have often spoken openly of'* his cruel ways.
Still,’* Bassanio, there can be no harm in asking
his aid this once,'* for in three months we shall be
full able to repay what he lends.””*

1. 87§, 2. so great was his leve for Bassanio that. . . f8Lm §il
I EZ . ... 3. was willing to break through his rule R30I,
4. necessary sum ZE3R, 2EZK. 5. was noted as...PL...3¥H:
6. 75, MFE. 70 & 8, made...pay very dearly of the sums they
had 4. . . BHEE 2 REER2E. o dayby day #H. 10. has no
‘reason to love me ML, . 11. he knows just what I

think of him Fl2Z f#51EEM:Z.  12. have often spoken openly of
CLLEARRE K. .. 13. #f#%.  14. there can be no harm in asking his
aid this once {# L= #EEL D3 k. 15. in three months we shall
be full able fo repay what he lends = H 25 Wik el k{8 2 ot
(full able B 1f; what he lends ffF{E 2 3.
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So the two friends went off arm in arm,!
Bassanio talking gaily* about® his visit to Belmont,
and about the beautiful Lady Portia.

They found Shylock on the Rialto,* which
was the Exchange,® or place where the merchants
of the city met to do business with each other.®
It stood near a bridge which led to’ the great
church of St. Mark,® one of the most beautiful
churches in Europe.® '

The Rialto itself was a very fine building.
All round the big halls were galleries,'® where
people could stand and look down upon the erowd
of merchants who met here day by day.™ " For
here were gathered'? men of all ranks,*®* who came
from different parts of the country'* to buy and
sell in Venice.

1. went off arm in arm JFEF7I:. 2. PR 3. talking about 3§
% EH. 4 Rialto (ra-al't) msEfitss MRERZ®M). 5 WS
6. met to do business with each other B#fEHili (to do business 28 5;;
with each other #Hjf). 7. led to...if=... - 8. the great church of
St. Mark S5 A, o B¥d.  10. All round the big halls were
galleries IRAAZZ MAEEERE (hall JE%; gallery Ff, M-
11. look down upon the crowd of merchants who met here day by day
Ml B SR 2 FH (look down upon ff§fif; crowd ).  12. here were
gathered HEEIETE. 13, menofallranks 5 AL, i fa A%E. 14, came
from different parts of the country K &5
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Here, too, were seen' groups? of Jews, who

‘waited with their money-bags,® to lend their gold

to needy merchants,* from whom they expected
large interest for their loans.® These greedy® Jews
brought sorrow and shame to’ many a® home in
Venice, as well as® in other places. For there is
an old proverb which says that'® “they who go
borrowing go sorrowing.”’!!

But amidst- the noise and stir of}? the Rialto
there was, perhaps, not time enough to think of
these things.'"® If a merchant needed money, he
sought'* out the nearest money-lender, and made
a bargain with'® him, for which, no doubt, he was
very sorry afterwards, when he found it difficult
to pay back the loan.'*

1. were seen 8. 2, FH. 3. waited with their money-bags
FEEAAE LI AE. 4. needy merchants [HEFZHEA. 5. from whom they
expected large interest for their loans AWipYEFEEFEMEBLESL.
6. . 7. brought sorrow and shame to...REEERHS. . . (sorrow ZERE;
shame z58). 8. many a (=many times one)\§¥%. 9. as well as 3.
10. there is an old proverb which says that. .. #&fH2ZzH... 11 they
who go borrowing go sorrowing £k H {{ERUSE SRR ARG 2 .
12. But amidst the noise and stirof, . .Fi#. . EFEIE . 13, there
‘was not time enough to think of these things 7j& & Xk, 14. B-
15. made a bargain with. . . 5. .. .ET#. 16, for which, no doubt, he

was very sorry afterwards, when he found it difficult to pay back the
loan H#%4k REN G2 HERZH (no doubt 5 it B4R to pay back

the loan). '
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In the case of' Antonio and Bassanio, how-
ever, things were rather different.® ~Antonio only
wanted the money to help his friend, and in three
months’ time he fully expected® to pay it back.

So he went cheerfully* with Bassanio towards
the spot where Shylock stood® in the Rialto.
When they drew near,® Bassanio first went up to
Shylock by himself,” and asked him whether he
could lend the money, if Antonio gave his bond
to repay® it on a certain® day.

The Jew looked sharply at!° Antonio, who
stood a little way off.!' Then rubbing'? his hands,
he turned to smile'® at Bassanio.

“It is only for three months,* you say, Signor'® .
Bassanio; and Antonio will sign'® a bond saying
that he will repay me. Well,'” Antonio is a good

»

man.

1. In the case of...pk...Maw, 7E... 2. things were rather
different {iW A A, 3. fully expected Jfi# B2, 4. k&R, 5. the
spot where Shylock stocd ffi% Eif#E 2. 6. drew (themselves) near
fiit. 7. first-went up to Shylock by hinself st SefRik . 5. BE.
O 5t 10, looked sharply at...#4j. .., @, . 11. a little way
off' JHEERER. 2. i 13. turned to smile BI{ERZ. 14, It is
only three months JEFIRELL= AW, 15, Jbuk, & (BARFIGE). 16. &
$hve.. X7 GEEE, FORIEEZ -
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" But he spoke in a scoffing way' which Bas-
sanio did not quite like.?

“Have you ever heard anything a'gainst my
friend?”’®* he asked quickly; and Shylock drew
back,* lifting® his hands as if to protest against
such a thing.®

“Oh dear no, no!”7 he cried. “What I meant
was that his name was sufficient.* But one must
be careful,” and Antonio’s wealth is on his ships.
Now,*® what are ships? They are boards of wood;!
and sailors are only men, after all.'®> There are.
water-thieves'*—pirates, I mean**—as well as land-
thieves, and we know there are other dangers on
the sea,’® such as'® storms'” and winds and rocks;®

‘therefore I must be cautious.’® Still, the man

himself has a very good name, and I think I may
take?® his bond.”

1. spoke in a scoffing way FiFfEfEE 22 R, 2. which Bassanio
did not quite like JERIEENBAEE. 3. Have you ever heard any-
thing against my friend? RHEMAEKBEKZEFE. 4. drew (himself)
back BEf#. 5. 85, HEE 6. as if to protest against such a thing 3%
ShsEisEs, . 7. Oh dear no, no! 38, 7, 75. 8. What I meant was
that his name was sufficient FE/hHEEER (FE) M. 0. But one
must be careful i ABEH #lRE. 10, FEWE]. 11 boards of waod AR
12. sailors are only men, after all, 1&%%&:3}: ANE. 13, water-thieves
s PEfE, 14, pirates, I mean £30#iEH. 15. and we know there are
other dangers on the sea 7 g5 3 A B G eIzt A Pt 16. such
as g, 17, SEGE. 18, #E. 1o, BHHERSE. 20, i
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“Indeed I am sure youmay,””* said Bassanio,

“Yes, yes, I also am sure of that,”* replied
the cunning® Jew. “Now may I speak to An-
tonio?”

But, as Antonio came towards them; Shylock
ground his teeth,* for he hated him with all his
soul.> He hated him partly because of® the scorn”
with which Antonio treated® himself and his tribe,?

partly because Antonio lent peoplé money without

charging any interest,’® and so brought down'' the
rate of interest'? in Venice. ‘“Now,” thoaghﬁ
Shylock, “I have a chance to revenge myself on'?
this proud'* merchant.”

Antonio, however, did not know what was in
the Jew’'s mind,’ so he bowed courteously.'®

“Shylock,” he said, “I neither lend for gain,
nor do I borrow as a rule.'”” But to oblige'® my

Y ;
1. Indeed I am sure youmay (take his bond) i HaT (S245h).

2. EDRSEIRMS 4% 3. ¥ 4. ground his teeth WEyu.
5. hated him with all his soul {RR:2ZHI5 (with all one’s soul HFEE 2l

Hik). 6. partly because of —HIZ... 7. 8. 8. f58. o BE.

10. lent people money without ‘charging any interest (B AL &4

E2 R, 11. and so brought down. .. HAEWEZdF. .. 12. the rate of
interest #J&#5. 13, I have a chance to revenge myself on. .. 4] .. .
M zErSR. 14, {15, did not know what was in the Jew’s mind
A MR A AL Bz £, 16. bowed courteously Higistin.
7. I neither lend for gain, nor do I borrow as a rule FKBEAS L%
PR ANT. 18 MR, 5. . 28



I2 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

friend, who wants a sum of money very urgeﬁ%ly,l
I am going to break my custom? and ask you for
the amount. May we depend upen you,® Shylock?”

2 “Signor Antonio,” said Shylock, ‘“here, in
this Rialto, you have often rated* me about my

money, and the interest I charge for it; you have
called me names;* you spoke of me as if I were a

dog.® But, see, I will be friends with you. I will
forget all that you have said against me,” and take
no interest for the money which I am going to
lend you.”

“Indeed, this is-very kind,” exclaimed® Bas-
sanio, who was listen'ing, and could scarcely®
believe what he heard.

“Come with me, and sign a bond saying when
you will repay the money,” said Shylock. “But,
just as a merry joke,'® we will say that, if you do
not pay the sum on a certain day,'* I may cut off

1. b, 2. I am going to break my custom £HEETFRE.
3. May we depend upon you? S{al MMBIAFE. 4. HE. 5. you have
called me names JfElES R, 6. spoke of me as if I were a dog
BESasR: 7. Lwill forget all that you have said against me SEEE
WiiSkaZr g, 8. 0FE. o B 10 justas amerry joke ik
PB#k. 11, if you do not pay the'sum on a certain day JLmMimE TR
Bk
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“apound of flesh! from any part of your body that
I please.” :

~ “I am quite willing,” said Antonio. “I will
certainly sign that bond, and say, there is much
kindness in the Jew.””* _

But Bassanio started forward.* “You shall
not® sign such a bond for me,” he cried, for he did
not trust Shylock,

“Do not be afraid,® Bassanio,” said Antonio,
putting his hand on the young man’s arm. “A
month ‘before the money is due” my ships will be
here,® and I shall have three times the sum® that
Shylock has lent you.”

Then Antonio went to a la.wyer’s“" with Shy-

‘lock and signed the Bond, but still Bassanio was
not happy.*

“I do not like this way of doing business,” he
said. |

r. I may cut off a pound of flesh F{fl—F. 2. E. 3. and
say there is much kindness in the Jew HFEEAAZS i 4. started
forward fEIME). 5. You shall not FZ (shall £447). 6. Dos
not be afraid FHHHE L. 7. A month before the money is due {1
FEBLgiZ—H . 8. will be here J§HEHE. 9. three times the sum
R s it 10. FRMGEHEHE T 11, was not happy {fufg 45,
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“Come, come,” replied Antonio, ““there is
nothing to fear.! My ships will come home in
time,? and all will be well.”

Bassanio shook his head; but his friend
reminded him that® he now was able to visit
Belmont. So he bade farewell to* Antonio, and
set off® with a heart full of gratitude and joy.*

He took with him” a number of® servants,
and another friend called Gratiano,® who was a
young man full of fun and high spirits.!® They
soon arrived at'! the fine old house where the Lady
Portia lived.

—Piit

. CHAPTER 1I
The Three Caskets!?

- The lady whom Bassanio wished to marry
was very rich, for her father had left her a large
fortune.?

1. thereis nothing to fear #Efifth. 2. intime . 3. remind-

ed him that. .. $%&2H... 4. badefarewell to...[f]...3% . 5. set
off #ik. 6. with a heart full of gratitude and joy -~ZiEfLimag.
7. took with him BEifF. 8. a number of=many #. 9. Gratiano

(grd’te-d/'no) .  10. full of fun and high spirits S BLE%E.
i1, arrived at f3E. 2. %, & 13. had left her a large fortune ¢

H AR
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He had always been afraid that some one
might wish to marry her only for the sake of her
money,! so he made a plan to try and prevent it.*

Before he died he gave her three boxes.* One
was made of* gold, one was of silver,® and the
third was made of lead.®* On the gold box were
the words:” “Who chooses® me shall gain® what
many men  desige.’®” On the silver box was
written:'* “Who chooses me shall get as much
as he deserves.”?* And on the leaden box were
the words: “Who chooses me must give and risk
all that he has.’?

But in one of these boxes there was a portrait!4
of Portia, and, by her father’s will,’* the man who
chose’® the box in which this'” was hidden would be
Portia’s husband. There were several people'®

1. had always been afraid that some one might wish to marry her

only for the sake of her money %% A4 3 Hdc M EHAE2 % (only for the
sake of. .. #5y.. .22%). 2, 50 he made a plan to try and prevent it

PR ES. 3 . 4. 'was made of...P... >,
5. =was made of silver (silver g). 6. ¢§§. 7. On the gold box werg

the words: &&2 FAZH. .. 8. 4%. 0. shall gain 7% (shall £2¢
35 F=4uR)., 0. gkf3.  11. on the silver box was written.. .8t
22 ErHBAHELA... 12. as much as he deserves iRt Z%.

13. must give and risk all that he has e A ER—N 4. H
#. 15 by her father's will 30 »&E. 16. choose ZBLR.
17. 4§ portrait, 18, several people #{A.
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who wished to marry Portia, though she only cared
for' the brave® young Bassanio, whom she had
seen when he came to visit her father. But before
Bassanio could reach Belmont others came.?

The first* was a Prince from Africa,* who
appeared with a great crowd of servants and
soldiers.®* He stood before the three boxes for
some time,” wondering® which he should choose.
“Ah!” he said when he had looked at the golden
box, let me see this once more*—‘who chooses me
shall gain what many men desire,” why,'® that’s!!
tae lady, for all want her. So please give me the
key'? that I may open this box.'* “Then take it,
Prince,” said Portia. “If my Portrait is found
inside,'* then I am yours.”** But when the Prince
urtlocked' the golden box, he found there was
only a skull'” in it, with these words:

1. only cared for...fER&ER. .. 2. . 3. before Bassanio
could reach Belmont others came EIRICEAGHEAMES 2 HOGRA
. 4. The first J4E— A, 5. a Prince from Africa ¢ JEi2 58
F. 6. appeared with a great crowd of servants and soldiers 2<%
ARiZE. 7. for some time A . 8. Bl A~Ye. 9. once more B, 1.
10, . 11. =that is J&gp. 12. please give me the key i foiR.
¥3. that I may open this box PPk ai. 14 £/, 15 then
I am yours Mt & BEAR. 16, B%. 7. .
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“All that glitters! is not gold.
Often you have heard that told.?
Many a man his life has sold? .
But my outside to behold*......
Fare you well;® your suit is cold.”?

““Cold indeed! and all my labor is lost,”’® said
the angry® Prince, as he started back'® from the
box with the empty skull. “Now I must say
good-bye to you,'' Portia. I am far too sad to
~ speak many words,* and I go away like one who
has lost a treasure.”’*

But when he had gone Portia seemed pleased.’*
She turned to'® her maid,'® Nerissa,'” whom she
treated as a friend,'® and said:

“It was a gentle riddance," and I am glad
that he had gone.”

1. All that glitters —EIRUIEERZ 1. 2. =vyou have often
heard that (=all that glitters is not gold) told FcRrEIHERRA AD %R,
3. =Many a man has sold his life (ZRE27) Sedla i, 4. i
5. Fare you well SR, 6. REf. 72 & (FEldie@ g 8 Em
BEAERIEEZ%). 8. all my labor is lost SERLHE. o KiK.
10. started back J§5R. 11, say good-bye to you SLfE5Hl. 12. I am
far too sad to speak many words £\l A B 5, 13. has lost
a treasure P3i—$¥.  14. scemed pleased JEFEfKE.  15. turned te
Bim. 16 ZofE 17. Nerissa (né-ris’sd) JEH75. 18. whom she
treated as a friend WSk Ao B gZE N Z.  10. It was a gentle riddanca
HF9APE (riddance B, B2 ik ).

N o



18 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

But she was not long left in peace,! for very
soon afterwards there came another visitor,? who
was a Prince from Spain.?

He came, also, with a train of nobles and
servants,* and bowed low® before Portia, who
waited in the hall, where the three boxes stood in
a row.*

This Prince had rather a good opinion of
himself,” so he thought he would not choose what
other man desired. The motto® on the silver box,
therefore, pleased him very much.®

“Ah!” said he, “here I find that I shall get
what I deserve. Well, I think that I deserve a
good deal,'® please give me the key of the silver
box, and let me unlock my fortunes there.”

He opened the box with a smile,'* but as he
stood looking in,*? his face became very angry.'?
For before him lay the picture of a fool's head,

1. was not long left in peace QMA (left in peace Y2JE A M

AJFEE). 2. very soon afterwards there came another visitor SEfH 4
—5- . VBBEH. 4. came, also, with a train of nobles and servants
HEFH ELP‘X"’ 4 AfiZE- 5. bowed low #8¥843. 6. stood in a row
Fl R —1T- . had rather a good opinion of himsell j§1§ . 8. Ei.

9. pleased him very much JESHE,  1o- a good deal §F%. 11 with
a smile 12, st(md looking in {¥jfdsE. 3. his face becane
very angry #8484 (EEm HORE AR

LwE2%
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g

and he did not like it, or the words which he found
with it.
Indeed, he frowned® as he read them.

“Some there be? that shadows kiss,?
Such* have but a shadow’s bliss ;3
There be fool alive, I wis,

Silvered o’er,® and so was this.?
I will ever be your head,
So begone;® for you are sped.”®

“I came with one fool’s head to woo,”'" said
the Prince, “but I am going away with two. So
I leave you, fair Portia, and I will try to. be
patient, even in my anger.”*!

Then he went away, followed by his friends,"* |
but Portia did not seem to be at all grieved.at his
going,'®

She sat «own to rest in a small inner room.'*
But in a short time she was disturbed again,'®

I. RS 2. Some there be (=there arg¢ some men) A7 A
. 3. shadows kiss=kiss shadows FAFFIER, FFIE2R. 4. AN
5. have but a shadow’s bliss 4y EE i@ m £ - 6. There be fool alive, 1
wis, silvered over SLIE A BEMiiinARLR (silvered over HIE
§53). 7. and so was this St B3, 8. So begone #d:. o 5[
23 10, FEE. 11, Twill try to be patient; even in my anger 4
iy p U SR, 12, followed by his friends Hsffiz. 13, did
not seem to be at all grieved at his going JMZbjRaediiRs i, (not
at all #7R). 14. inner s3om PEE. 15. in a short time she was disturbed
again HEH A ASEE (in 3 short time fRET, Je€p).
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for a servant entered quickly,! and went up to
Nerissa.

“Where is my lady?” he asked; and as Portia
heard his voice she turned.

“What is it ?"’# she asked.

““Madam, a young Venetian gentleman has
just arrived to say his lord is coming,® and he also
brings presents of great value.””*

Portia jumped up quickly,® and held out® her
hand to her friend.

“Come then, Nerissa, for I wish to see my
new guest.””

In a short while®* Bassanio came, and Portia
met Tim with many smiles,® for well she remember-
ed'® him.

Now Portia wanted Bassanio to choose the
right box; but she could not tell him which it
- was, because she had promised'* her father not to
do so.!?

1. entered quickly ZKMA. 2. Whatisit? 3. 3. to say his
lord is coming 3. 4. presents.of great value PEE219 0.
5. jumped up quickly BEEEME. 6. held out fifj. 7. %. & Ina
short while 28 9. met him with many smiles fkEfnZ.
10. fif, & 11§ B 12. not to do so (Ep not to tell him...) AER.
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“] pray' you, wait a day or two before you
" make your choice,”? she said, “for, if you choose
wrongly, I shall lose your company.’’®

“No,” said Bassanio, “I cannot wait any
longer,* so I must make my choice at once.”

“Well,? T am locked® in one of these boxes,”

“said Portid. “If you love me, you will find me
out. Nerissa and your friends must stand a little
way off,” and my servants shall sing a pfetty song
while you decide.”’® :

But she stood close® Bassanio’s side, while he
went slowly from box to box, and she felt quite ill
with fear.'?

At last’ he turned from those'? of gold and
silver to ask for' the key of the plain'* little box
of lead, and Portia felt as if she could clap her

hands in delight,'® for she knew that he had chosen
well.*® :

1. 4. 2. wait a day or two (days) before von make your choice
B —— H R . 3. for, if you choose wrongly, I shall lose your
company RIS HAR 2R, 4. any longer FiA. 5. 3.
6. [FH. 7. must stand a little way off ¥ srfyi%. 8. shall sing a
pretty song while you decide FHE T 2 Beik— (1. 9. stood close
to 3z, 10, felt quite ill with fear BRERERIIR Y. 11. Atlast 2>,
$as, 1z. i the boxes. 13. to ask for FEHL, FWig. 14. BB
AR 15. felt as if she could clap her hands in delight B & ik
P, 16. had chosen well 4335 #.
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And no sooner had he opened the leaden
casket than he, too, beamed with joy,* for there
was the beautiful portrait of Portia, and under it
were the words:

“You that choose not by the view,?
Chance as fair,® and choose as true!*
Since this fortune® comes to you,
Be content, and seek no new.®
If you be well pleased with this,”
And hold your fortune for your bliss,®
Turn you where your lady is,®
And claim!® her with a loving kiss.” 11

So Bassanio won'? the beautiful Portia, and
she gave him a ring,'* which he promised to wear
always, saying he would never part with it as long
as he lived.'*

Nerissa and Gratiano now came near,*® and
wished them much joy.'* “And,” said Gratiano,
“I ask your leave'” to be married'® when you
are,”’'?

1. no sooner had he opened the leaden casket than he, too, beamed
with joy R THEen &R ED i ik#ATIEEsL o (no sooner...than #...E0).
2. not by the view R4 HE. 3. chance as fair 3875355, AH5EZH458.
4. choose as frue FEZRME. 5. 3B (Epigis Portia H§). 6. Be
content and seek no new (fortune) nfBERmIEIHE RS, 7. be well
pleased with this yEfRik. 8, hold...for 'your bliss EL...H5d.
9. Turn you where your lady is 37407 . 10, B, 11. {Em.
12, 3. 13, HHE. 14. would never part with it as long a5 he lived
W—BERARZ M. 15. come near {7¥E.  16. wished. ..much °
joy R .- 17. o). 8. R R 10. when you are=when
you are married. ;
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“With all my heart,”! said Bassanio, ““if you
can find a wife.”

“Sir, I have found one in* Nerissa, and she
promises to marry me,?® if you and her lady* give
us leave to follow your example.® |

“Is this true, Nerissa?"’ asked Portia.

“Yes, madam, it is, if you approve of® it,”
said Nerissa. '

“Thien,” said Bassanio, smiling very kindly,
“our wedding-feast” shall be much honored by®

your marriage.”

Then there was great rejoicing® in the house,
for they decided'® to be married very soon, and
there were many things to be arranged and done.!!

CHAPTER III
Shipwreck!?

But while they were so happy, there came'® a
‘messenger** to say'® that a ship had arrived from

1. With all my heart (most willingly) J&4pF 2. 2, I have
found one in...FER. .. 152, 3. she promises to marry me i
e 4. X5 (@7 Portia). 5. give us leave to follow your example

el T fS e 6. approve of #[F, #EF-. 7. BB, 8. shall be
much honored by f§5: . ¥ H AL, o BEE. 100 Pe. 11, there
were many things to be arranged and done %S> FRHK. 12. T8
I 13, there came, .3, .. 14. . 15. @Al

.
MR T e
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Venice' with some friends of theirs on board.?
There was a great stir' at Belmont, for these
friends were welcomed* by Portia and Bassanio
with many kindly greetings.®

One of them was a younz man named
Lorenzo,® and he had brought his wife, Jessica,’
with him.®* Now Jessica was the daughter of the
rich Jew, Shylock.

She was very pretty, but her father had
treated her unkindly.® He had kept her shut up
m the house,'” and would not let her marry anyone
who was a Christian.**

But Jessica was very fond of'* Lorenzo, who
was a friend of Bassanio. So one night'* she ran
away from' her father’s house, taking with her
some of the money which he loved so well and a
great many of his fine jewels,* and she was married

1. a ship bad arrived from Venice —Ji-8 B B L fKit. 2. with
<.son board JjsAfy...fEE. 3. HER 4. W0E. 5. HRIZE.
6. Lorenzo (lo-ren’-zo) §§jlids. = 7. Jessica (jes/i-ka) #H¢. 8 had
brought his wife. .. with him #IIR, . BYL. 9. had treated her
unkindly 8257, 10, had kept her shut up in the house E{EZ R
Fissth. . 11. and would not let her marry anyone who was a Christian
FiAHESL JLES B Sl & K. 12, was very fond of...9%E.. Bk
13. one might —4. 14. Tan away from...H ..., 15. fine
jewels ¢/, HE.
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to Lorenzo, Then the two young ‘people went on
board! a ship, and sailed for* Belmont,

The same ship® also brought a letter from
Antonio to his dear friend* Bassanio. Alas! that
letter did not bring any good news,” and when
Bassanio' read it, he became so pale that Portia
thought® some dear friend must be dead.

“Surely no other news could make a man
look so ill.” But what does that letter say?*” she
asked. “I am half yourself, and so I must hear
the half of everything this paper brings to you.”?

“QOh, sweet!® Portia!” cried Bassanio. ‘ Here
are a few'of the most unpleasant words that were
ever written,!* This letter tells me that my dear
friend’s ships, which he so soon hoped to see,'?

1. went on board Z¢ (##). 2. sailed for...Ef... 3. Thesame
-ship §JF. 4. dear friend 3&Jz. 5. good news f&F. 6. became so
pale that Portia thought., . s3SIt FMAHEHE. - - 7. Surely no

other news could make a man look so ill JEMEEEFERT AT S ADES G,
8. But what does that letter say? AR AIEMEP. 0. Lam half
)\rourself, and so I must hear the half of everything this paper brings to
you FRBLUC S fir, B RENER e R LB 2. 10. 0380y, 11 Here
are a few of the most unpleasant words that were ever written Mty
AR D, 3 S R ) N 12, which he so soon hoped to see
AL ATRE
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have all been wrecked,! and that Antonio’s money -
is Jost.” _

“Yes,” said the man who brought the letter,
“not one ship seems to have escaped.? But besides
these losses,® there is the Jew, who calls all day
long for justice.* I never knew a creature so
greedy for the payment of his bond.* Many
friends, and even the Duke of Venice himself,
have pleaded® with him to wait; but he will not
listen to’ them.”

“Yes,” said Jessica, “when I was with him,
I heard him say he would rather have Antonio’s
flesh than twenty times the money which he owed
him.* I knew, my lord,” that it will go hardly
with'® poor Antonio.”

“Is this your dear friend who isin trouble?”*!?
asked Portia.

1. have all been wrecked F&i@EiE. 2. not one ship seems to have
escaped {)dm—#iT LR E (seems to have ff). 3. besides these
losses ERIEH U Z 4 4. there is the Jew, who calls all day long for
justice 1 ficis SRS R K (the Jew Euikit 3% all day long $5H;
call for k). 5. I never knew a creature so greedy for the payment
of his bond ZEARAIRERZ ARAKZ ML, 6. $EL. 7. listen to I,
8. would rather have Antonio’s flesh than twenty times the money
which he owed him $3%HE 2 ARG =T RELMG2ZHK. o EA
Y0. it will go hardly with.. @R FD. .. 11, in trouble 7& Bk .
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“Yes, indeed it is,”* replied Bassanio. ‘He
was my dearest friend, and #he kindest of men,
one® who was always ready to help others.”?

“How much* does he owe the Jew?” asked
Portia.

“He owes him a large sum,® but it is for my
sake,”’® said Bassanio, who now told Portia the
story’ of Antonio’s kindness, and read her the
letter of his friend.

“Sweet Bassanio,” wrote Antonio, “my ships
are all lost, my bond to Shylock is due, and as I
shall not live when it is paid, I should like to see
you before 1 die.”’®

“Oh, you must go at once!” cried Portia.
“Leave all your business,” and make haste.!® But
first'! we will be married, so that!'? you can use my
money as if it were your own,'* and spend it for
Antonio. You shall have gold enough to pay this

1. indeed itis §§#%. 2. ==a man. 3. was always ready to help
others HREHA. 4. How much ¥ (&). 5. large sum gagk.
6. it is for my sake BEAE (ED{Z &gk —8) JYmR T ik (EHR R (R IESR%).
7. $89¢. 8. I should like to see you before I die $FE2 §j A5
(should like ff).  g. Leave all your business #/5g#. 10. make haste
. 11; Sb. 12, so that . 13, as if it were your own A Bf
HA. ' ~
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debt twenty times over,! and when it is paid, you
must bring your friend back to Belmont.”

So the two weddings’—those of Bassanio and
Portia, and Gratiano and Nerissa—were hurriedly
performed.* Then Bassanio went off in haste,*
taking his wife’s money to help Antonio, and
Gratiano went with him.

Portialparted cheerfully from® her husband,

‘and said she hoped he would bring Antonio back

with him when he returned. But when she was
alone,® she began to be afraid that things would
go badly for” Antonio.

| So shesat down to think what she could do
to help Bassanio save his life,®* and suddenly® she
thought of something'® that might baffle'! the cruei
Shylc;ck. Then she hit on a bold plan'* by which
she could both do this, and at the same time play

1. you shall have gold enough to pay this debt twenty times over
ERLDEEBREASTHRRARS. 2. W#552 3. were hurriedly per-
formed KR {TElHF. 4. in haste £94). 5. parted cheerfully from...
Bl R 6. %ipt. 7. began to be afraid that things wonld go
badly for. . MRS 2 WMRRAY. . .45 8. what she couid do to
help | Bassanio save his life fEffFRIBIBEOAL4:MA (save S,
#|ik). 9.28%K. 10, thought of something T4 G, BAME. 11 ¥,
J&.  12. hit on a bold plan B lame2 5.
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a trick on her husband in fun,® for Portia was full
of daring and high spirits.*

First she sat down and wrote a letter, and
then she call a servant named Balthasar.?

“Now, Balthasar,” she said, “I have always
found you honest and true.* So I am going to
trust you with® a letter for my cousin, Doctor
Bellario,® who is a learned’ lawyer of Padua.®

“Go as quickly as you can,’ and bring me
back his answer, and the parcel'® which he will
give you. I shall be waiting at the ferry in Venice
for your return.”’!!

In the letter which she had written she told
her cousin all about'? Antonio’s case. She begged
him to give her his advice, and to send her, with
all speed,’® the robes'* usually worn by a lawyer
and his clerk'® in court.

1. by which she could both do this, and at the same time play 1
trick on her husband in fun {FBEeT#ELIEIE (BN %230 B8H
S i 2. was full of daring and high spirits #4558 0.2 3.
3. Balthasar (bal-tha'zar) P%H52E3%. 4. I have always found you
« honest and true P4 B Hciia. 5. I'am going to trust you with. .,

F4U.. . 4145 6. Doctor Bellario (bel-la-rio) HIFIEM-E. 7. i
i 8. Padua (pad'u-4) {igas (BAFIRE). 9. Go as quickly as
you can (go) Hlii-halifk, &g 10, M. 1. T shall be waiting
at the ferry in Venice for your return JoideiiE BBk LHE.
12. told...all about.. . BIPM. . . Z5%% ... 13. with all speed @4
Rl 14 B 15 FR
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Then,! when Balthasar had gone,* Portia told
Lorenzo that she was going away from home,’
and she left her house in his care.* He was to
took after® it until her husband’s return.® - So
when she had settled all her affairs,” she said:

“Come now, Nerissa; I have work to do ot
which you yet know nothing.® We shall see our
husbands again before they think of us.’”®

“Will they see us?” asked Nerissa in much
surprise.'® :

“Yes; but we shall be so dressed that! 3 they
will think we are two clever young men. But
stay,'* I will tell you all about my plans'® as we
drive in my coach,'* so let us hasten away,'® for
twenty good miles!® lie before'” us.”

1, bR, 2. had gone Bf 2. 3. was going away from home ¥k
%ML, 4. and left her house in his care HPMIMRHATPE. 5. He
was to look after. .. fE2%. . . (look after fiRf}). 6. until her hus-
band’s return BHJFHak (until FE...7%1k). 7. bad settled all her
affairs BEE #5355 8. 1 have work to do of which you yet know
nothing £f Fidiikfiid2Bih (know nothing of...H. .. EiFMm).
9. before they think of us ¥ &4k,  10. in much surprise Fg#k.
11, shall be so dressed that. .. %ESERmkHES. .. z2. HME. 13 1
will tell you all about my plans SRR TE K. 14 B
15. let us hasten away B Efi & 16. twenty good (=full) miles
R=-tw.  17. lie before... % ... 28
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Now it was true that the loss® of his daughter
Jessica had made the Jew Shylock still more bitter
against? the Christian Antonio. He was so furious
that he scarcely knew what he was doing.? So he
went about the city all day long* crying loudly:

“My daughter! my money! my jewels! Justice!
justice! Find the girll I will have justice!” And
he made such a noise that® all the boys in
. Venice followed him, shouting,® “His jewels! His
daughter! and his money!” As Shylock wandered
about,” he had one day met another Jew, whom
he asked whether he had seen® his daughter.

“She has left me,””* he cried, “and taken my
beautiful diamond,'® which cost me so much
money,'! besides other precious jewels.’® There is

no ill-luck that does not fall upon me!*’*®

*

1. g%, | 2. had made, . still more bitter against. . . ... il
«o 423, 3. was so furious that he scarcely knew what he was doing
BB MBS B AT 1R B fUgids (scarcely know A1), 4. went
about the city all day long # H#Emig . 5. made such a noise that
oo JSEPREITE. .. 6. §PE. 7. wandered about {% 35455, 8. whether
he had seen. . . gEEER . .. 5. 0. has left me 43Iz 10. &M,
11, which cost me so much money FHinair4¢E 2 (so much M.
12. besides other precious jewels r bl EE i 24  13. Thereis no
ill-luck that does not fall upon me Wi 2 @t g F—5 5.
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“Ah, but other men have ill-luck too,” said
his friend. ¢ There is Antonio, for instance.”’*

“What!”* cried Shylock in surprise. “Has
ill-luck come to Antonio?”

“One of his ships is wrecked.” :

“Oh, I am glad to hear this! Is it true,
think you?® Is it true?” L

“I was told by some of the sailors that had
escaped from the wreck.”
| “Oh, I thank you, good friend. This is great!
news indeed for me, for I will make him pay me
what he owes,” and if he cannot pay it, he shall®
give me what is promised in the bond.™”

This news almost drove the loss of Jessica
“from Shylock’s mind.®** He rubbed his hands with
joy,* and when the time was up for Antonio to
repay the loan,'® he went to thesgreat Duke who

1. for instance fifn, WEBE. 2. {iZEYB. 3. Is it true, think
you? (=Do you think it is true?) PiHULFMPE. 4. FH. 5. make
him pay me what he owes 44k FF Btk 6. =ought to & (A4
B 7. what is promised in the bond Zh iz (5-—RA).
8. This news almost drove the loss of Jessica from Shylock’s mind #f
—EFRERE ST A S RIEERAG IR (drove. - from .. R
§&..-z4h). | 9. with joy k#5. 10. when the time was up for Antonio
to repay the loan ZZHIB K ZIIEEE (the time was up. . .FEEE).
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ruled over! Venice, and told him of? the bond
~which Antonio had signed. ,

The Duke was very grieved,® and tried to
persuade* Shylock to give up the idea of* making
Antonio pay this cruel bond. But Shylock would
not hear a word.$ e

f

“The Duke shall grant me justice,”” he kept

on saying.! “I will have my bond; I will not
hear you speak—I will have my bond.”
One day he met? Antonio Being led to a
prison by a jailer,'® and he told the jailer to take
~ great care he did not escape.’! “He is the fool'*
who lends out money for nothing,** but he shall
pay me what he owes,'* and I will have my pound
of flesh.” And poor Antonio, who “heard him,
could only pray that his great friend Bassanio
would come in time to see him die.

1. ruled over ;. 2. told him of...PL...%2. 3. was very
grieved FEEHIE. 4. PElEN. 5. to give up the idea of:.. B .. 23
6. would not hear a word FFH—5. 7. shall grant me justice BIR
Lz, 8 kept on saying FZAFE (kept on fEEIEE). 9. M.
10. being led to a prison by a jailer % &E—Rhaadi A Sk 11. told

him to take great care (that) he did not escape %mf&buijs k.

12. A. 13. lends out money for nothing {4558, 5 {5 AT
E. 14 heshall pay me what he owes SRR '

ek
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CHAPTER IV
The Trial®

Meantmve,? at Venice, the case of Shylock
against Antonio came on for trial.® _

The court* was crowded with® Antonio’s
friends, and the Duke of Venice sat on a raised
seat,® looking down with sorrow upon the scene.”
Then, turning to the Jew, he spoke very gravely:®

“Shylock, the world thinks,” and I think too,
that you really do not intend to be cruel.'® We
hope you will show gentleness' and love, and that
you will forgive half of the debt,'* because Antonio
has had such heavy losses.'* We all expect a
gentle answer'* from you, Jew.”

“I have already told you what I intend to
have,”?® replied Shylock. “I have made up my

oo fEa. 2. FEiksRl]. 3. the case of ..:against...came on for
trial.. 235, . EELIMHAE 4. 3FE. 5. was crowded with. . 5§, .4
Prifitli.  O. raised seat J@si. 7. looking down with sorrow*upon the
scene ffi#2IE AR B2 P45, 8. spoke very gravely IERA 5 H. g. the
world thinks AERIE. 10. you really do not intend to be cruel i
EaE . 11, {238 12, forgive half of the debt # i fif:z 4. 13.
_heavy losses i AZ Higk. 14. ‘gentle answer FI2Z 500, 15. what
{=tihe thing which) I mtend to have £ sk
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mind* to take one pound of flesh, iustead of? the
money, for I hate Antonio.”

“Nothing can excuse your cruelty,® you
wicked man!"’* said Bassanio. But the Jew turned
upon him® in fury® saying:

“Sir, I am not anxious to please you with
my answer.’"”

“But do all men kill the things which they
do not love?”’® persisted® Bassanio.

“Does any man hate the things he would not
kill?”’** said Shylock in a rage.'* :

Then Bassanio took a great handful of money*'*
from his pocket.

“See,” said he, “I will give you twice the
sum that Antonio owes you'* if you will let him
go.”li

‘n

1. I have made up my mind SEHE. 2. instead of X, WA (Ni).
3. Nothing can excuse your cruelty LIycIS25E7eibficR. 4. vou
wicked man! Mfi, #cE{&. 5. turned upon him RJE#E. 6, IR
it | 7, 1 am not anxious to please you with my answer fERAGATE
AR . 8, do all men kill the things which they do not love?
KNSRI PR FEA (W I e iy 2 B 2R
R RSB G). o B¥E. 10, Does any man hate the thing
fzhich) he would not kill? A4y SHRALFIFHIEZ 2 AT (i FERERT (8

IHIEKMT’@-RQIP!EEE, LEWRSR BEEE). 15 inaragefElg
1z2: a great handful or money &&E—AiR. 13. twice the sum

u.dt Antonio owes you ¥ &g BikZ ¥, 14. let hime go HEZ . £
wax.
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“If you offered® six thousand times as much,?
I would still have my bond,” said Shylock.

The Duke had been listening to® their words,*
and he now leaned® forward.

“How will you ever hopé for mercy, when
you show none,* Shylock?” he asked.

“I only want my pound of ﬂesh,.” replied the
Jew. “I want justice, and I ask if” I can have it.”

But the Duke did not wish to go on with the
case just then.® He expected Bellario, the lawyer

Jfrom Padua, and he wanted to wait till he came.?

So, to gain time,'® he said:

“I have po'éverll to dismiss the court,'® unless
Bellario, a learned doctor of law'* whom I have
sent for,’* comes here today.” But as he spoke

some one came hurrying in.?

1. #HR. 2. six thousand times as much (as much=the sum
Antonio owes you) ARTfE2%. 3. had been listening to. ..}k, ..
WAR:. 4.8 5 f 6. How will you ever hope for mercy, when,
you show none (=no mercy)? WeBfREEREIEH LM BEYE A Z EREHNLE.
7. =whether JL7&. 8. did not wish. to go on with the case just then
FERNEFHEIRHEARIES. o wanted to wait till he came gfRIH .
10. to gain time PigEm:f. 110 #{h. 12 to dismiss the court 2.
13, doctor of law EEHE-F. 14. whom I have sent for “f[f#¥.
15. some one came hurrying in 5 AZGEMA.
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“My Lord Duke,” said this man, “a mes-
senger has just come who brings you letters from
the lawyer at Padua.”

The Duke waved! his hand, for he was rather
pleased with the news.?

“You can call the messenger, and bring me

the letters.” _

Then, while the Duke was busy with the
‘papers,® Bassanio turned to Antonio, and did his
best to cheer him.* DBut he found that Antonio
‘was very sad. He was sure that the Jew would
not show any pity upon him,* and he could only
look forward to his death.®

At this moment there was a stir in the court,’
as a young lawyer’s clerk came in. It was really
Nerissa, but no one knew her, in the strange
clothes which she wore.?

“Do you come from Bellario of Padua?”
* asked the Duke, as he bent over® his desk.

1.4, $. 2. was rather pleased with the news Hi#f#k%. 3. while
the Duke was busy with the papers (=letters) & HIERE G,
4. did his best to cheer him F{EFEMZ, BHEEZ. 5. would not
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his death HEfrisfr—2EME (look forward to...3#i. ..2Ji%id, B,
7. At this moment there was a stir in the court BERIHE:EEZ kTR
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“Yes, my lord, and Bellario sends his greeting
to you.”

Then with a low bow! she gave the Duke a
letter, which he began to read;* and while he was
thus engaged® Shylock took out a knife and
sharpened* it. :

It made Bassanio angry to see him do this,®
so he went to him and said:

“Why do you sharpen your knife, Jew?”
The Jew looked up,* and his eyes shone with
hatred.”

“Why?® Because I am getting ready® to cut
the pound of flesh.”

Then Gratiano, who was standing near, added
his word;!°

“No knife is so keen as'' your sharp envy!'?
Can no prayers'® move'* you?”

But Shylock shook his head, and refused to
hear him.'® oyl

1. with a low bow f7—¥Elass. 2, began to read JE3h, B[
3. while he was thus engaged #5520 4. BEFR. . 5. It made
Bassanio angry to see him do this EEGILRAZESIE (B M 71 REHREZ 2 Bl
EHERMAL (it $7 to see...). 6. looked up EyEmod, . 7. shone with
hatred REkyKy. S0 RMME. 9. I am getting ready £/5%ff.
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envy BRI, 13 #E2ZE. 14 B, @) 15. refused to hear him A
T .



!

Presently* the Duke raised® his hand, and
there was silence in the court.®

“] see from this letter,” he said, “that
Bellario has sent a young and learned lawyer to
our count. Does any one know where he is?”'*

The bright®* young clerk now stepped for-
ward,® and said: “He is waiting for your
command,” and I shall be glad to summon him, if
you give leave.”’®

“With all my heart, and some of my gentlenmen
shall go to bring® him to this place. Meanwhile
the court shall hear'® Bellario’s letter.”

So Nerissa stood up in her clerk’s clothes, and
read these words: ‘

“I am sorry to say that your letter finds me
very ill,** so that'* T cannot go to Venice. But I

am sending you a young lawyer from Rome,'* to

1. =Shortlvy 7. o FEE. 3. there was silence 11 the courl &

#R. 4. Does anyone know where he is? AR FTFERAE. 5. 9%,
6. stepped forward FHEj. 7. He is waiting for your command {ik%
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whom I have explained the whole case between
the Jew and Antonio.!

“He knows my opinion,” and he goes to help
you instead of me. He looks young,? but he is
really very clever,* for I never knew so old a head
on such young shoulders.® I hope you will receive
him kindly.*” : '

““Now, gentlemen,” said the Duke, “you hear
what Bellario says; and here is the young lawyer
to speak for himself.””

Then he stepped down® from his seat, and
held out his hand, for learned people were always
well received® at the court of Venice, and the
Duke liked clever men.

But he did not know that it was Portia who
entered,'® in the beautiful scarlet!* robe Qf a judge,
and took her place!? in the court as gra\;ely as the

1. to whomn I have explained the whole case between the Jew and
Antonio FEAABEHIE-E2 FRECHEREMRZE. 2. He knows
my opinion fFREE. 3. looks young FEfldids. 4. MHE. . 5. for I
never knew so old a head on such young shoulders E¥IEE 2 /DIEER
R ER 24, 6. receive him kindly 38552, 7- to speak for
himself F {7z, 8. stepped down 5. 9. were well received &%
ety 10, he did not know that it was Portia who entered #2 %
PEEREM M E AT, 1. g, 12. took her place FiKE, AJE.
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oldest Doctor of the Law could have done.! For,
indeed, it was a very grave case which she had
come to try.?

“T suppose you know all about? this case that
is before the court?” said the Duke. Portia
bowed her head.

“I have heard all the particulars,”* she said.
“Pray tell me which is the merchant and which is
the Jew?” ‘

Then the Duke rose, and in a solemn tone he
called out:®

“Antonio and old Shylock, both stand up!"'®

The Jew sprang forward in a hurry,” but Antonio

looked like the great gentleman he was.®
The young Judge lboked quietly at® each of
them.

1. as gravely as the oldest Doctor of the Law could have done
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“I find, Antonio, that you have signed a
bond which puts you within the power of* Shylock,”
she said. “But the Jew must be merciful.””?

“Why should I show mercy? Tell me
that!”® cried Shylock, still clutching* his long-
knife and glaring at® the Judge. But the young
Judge gazed calmly at him" and replied: i

“Because mercy is like the gentle rain from
heaven,” which falls upon the earth beneath.® It
blesses® him who gives it,'® and him who receives
it,’* and it has most power when it is shown by
those who are the strongest.'? So mercy is more
becoming to a king than is his crown or sceptre.'?

“We all do pray for mercy;* and if we got
nothing but justice,’® nothing but what we deserv-
~ ed,'® we should all be in evil plight.*”

1. puts you within the power of. .. kM- . JEAHZTF. 2. must
be merciful i ESTIEEE. 3. Tell me that! FFH K. 4. 8, #.
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rain from heaven f{IifllZ Hke [ 7. 8. the earth beneath F5.  o. fifi,
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“Therefore, Jew, I beg you to consider
whether you cannot give up! your cry? of ¢ Justice’
for the sweeter exercise of mercy.”?

The Jew was growing very impatient* during
this speech,® and when the Judge stopped, he
waved his arms and shouted:*

“My deeds be upon my own head!” I have
to answer for®* what I choose to do. I demand
law,® and the payment of my bond.”

“Is the merchant not able to pay the money?”’

asked the Judge.
' “Yes,” said Bassanio, stepping forward.
“Here I offer twice the sum;' indeed, I will give
ten times the amount,’* and I beg you to do a
great right by doing a little wrong.”!?

“It must not be,”** said the Judge. “What
Shylock claims is according to'* the law of Venice.
It must be done.”®

1. giveup §8. 2. iFER. 3. for the sweeter exercise of mercy &
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This was said very solemnly,! but the Jew
could scarcely stand still in his excitements.?

“A Daniel come to judgment!”’* he cried in
delight—“yes, a Daniel! Oh, wise young Judge
how I do honor thee!”* :

“The Jew can claim a pound of flesh. But,
Shylock,” said the young lawyer, turning to the
Jew, “be merciful: take three times your money,
and let me tear up® your bond.”

“When my bond is paid.® Till then no power
on earth can alter me.”” :

: “Why,? then, Antonio,” said the Judge, “you
must prepare your breast® for his knife.”

“Oh, noble Judge! Oh, excellent'® young
man!” cried Shylock in a loud voice,

“Lay bare'! your breast,” said the judge.

1. This was said very solemnly BL3% (Ep It must not be, etc.) 748§
g2, 2. could scarcely stand still in his excitement 2z T#
SRS (stand still iz 37 ARE). 3. ‘A Daniel come to judgment!
—{U R R (R, WA TEA, LERSRp A, ). 4. how I
do honor thee! FAREANEM (do ff BLinEFESD). 5. tear up ~Z, i
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“Yes, his breast,” echoed' Shylock, with'a
‘look of evil delight.? “So says® the bond. Does
it not say so, noble Judge? ‘Nearest the heart’—
those are the very* words.”

“It is so., Have you any balancz® here to
weigh® the flesh?” asked the Judge.

I have them ready,”” said Shylock.

Now there was a great stillness® in the court,
as if no one dared to move® and in a grave tone
the Judge went on:'® ‘“Have you a doctor!' who
can stop the wound,'? in case'®* he bleeds to
death?”1# 3

Very sharply'® the Jew replied:

*“The bond does not say so, does it?”

“No; but what of that?'®* You might do that
much for the sake of charity.”'?

“It is not in the bond,”!® repeated Shylock
‘I cannot do it.”

T. BERETIEE. 2. with a look of.,.delight Wi4i.. &M/, 3. So
says...WRES. 4. Mg, 5. KZFE 6. FE HE...Z2®E. 7.1 have
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Then the Judge turned to Antonio and asked
whether he had anything to say;' but Antonio
folded® his arms, and begged the Court not to
linger over® the case. He had only to bid farewell*
to his dear friend Bassanio, and he also sent a
message to Bassanio’s wife to tell her how he loved
him, ~

Bassanio, who was very sad now, said:
“Antonio, I am married to a wife whom I love
dearly.? Still, I would give my life, my wife, and
all that I have,® to save” you from the Jew.”

Now, when Portia heard him say this, she
nodded her head,® and spoke quickly te him:

“I think your wife would give you little
thanks for such words,® if she could hear you!”

Then Gratiano, who always liked to copy!® his
friend, said:

1. whether he had anything to say %[zt a. 2. 25, Ha.
3. not to linger over. .. JE5% . . . BEES:. 4. bid farewell 455). 5. whom
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“I also have a wife, whom I dearly love. But
I could wish she were in heaven, so that she might
pray for power to change the cruel Jew’s mind.”*

“It is well you said this behind your wife’s
back,”’? said Nerissa, coming forward in the dress
of the young lawyer’s clerk. “If your wife heard
you, I do not think you would have a very happy
home!"’3 )

“We are wasting time,” cried Shylock. “I
ask you to pronounce sentence.’’*

The Judge first glanced at his notes,® and
then looked gravely at® Shylock. “A pound of
this merchant’s flesh is yours,” he said slowly.
“The law allows it,” and the Court doth give it.”#

“Most rightful Judge!” shouted Shylock.

“And,” said the Judge, raising his hand, as if
to give weight to his words,® “you must cut this

1. I could wish she were in heaven, so that she might pray for
power to change the cruel Jew's mind FEEE L30T £ Ll E ik
KiFe > et (cruel Jew ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁzﬁﬁA). 2, It is well (that) you
said this behind your wife’s back F¥ & AT 5 EME®EL. 3. I do not
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x

flesh from off his breast.! The law allows it, and,
the Court doth give it.” T )

“Oh, wise and upright? Judge! a Daniel come
to judgment!” cried Shylock, as he sharpened his
long knife once more. ‘‘Come, prepare, Antonio.”

“But stay,” said the Judge; “there is one
thing more.! This bond does not give you one
drop* of blood. The words are only ‘a pound of
flesh.’

‘““Take, then, your bond, and take your ‘pound
of flesh;” but remember that® if, in cutting it, you
shed® one drop of Christian’ blood, your lands and
goods are to be taken from yow by the City of
Venice.”

Very grave and very solemn was the young
Judge as he uttered® these words, and a murmur
of surprise and relief® ran through'® the Court.
This turn of events'' was so utterly unexpected,
that it was some time before anybody spoke.!*

-
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'Then, while the Jew shivered! where he
stood,? Gratiano’s mocking voice was heard shout-
ing in delight:?

“Oh, upright Judge! Mark,* Jew. Oh, learned

Judge!”

By this time® Shylock had recovered his
presence of mind.*

“Is that the law?"” he asked, looking fiercely
at? the Judge.

“It is! and as you asked for justice, be sure
that you shall have it,”® replied Portia.

“Oh, learned Judge! Mark, Jew: a learned

Judge!” cried Gratiano again. '

“Here! I will take the money,” said Shylock
in a hurry. ‘““Pay me three times what Antonio
owes me, and I will® let the Christian go.”

“Here is the money,” said Bassanio, who was
only too'® pleased to pay it; and as he spoke, he
pulled out'! a large bag of gold.

R R —
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But the Judge put out! a hand and stopped
him.

“Not so fast,””? said he. “The Jew shall have
all the justice that he wants. He shall have his
pound of flesh.” :

“Oh, Jew, an upright Judge! a learned
Judge,” cried Gratiano again, for he could not
restrain® his joy.

“Therefore,” said the Judge, ‘Shylock must
prepare to cut that pound of flesh. But he must
- not shed one drop of blood, nor must he cut the
least bit more than the exact pound.* If he cuts
as much as one hair-breadth more,® he himself
must die, and all his property® will go to” the City.”

“A second Daniel—a Daniel, Jew!” laughed
Gratiano.

“Why does the Jew wait?”’ asked the Judge.

“Give me my money quickly, and let me go,”
screamed® Shylock. :

1, put out fiff. 2. Not so fast Bp5 Reaats. 3. sBHKL. 4. nor
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“He has refused the money,” said the Judge,
“s0 he can only have his bond, and justice.”

“A Daniel, still I say—a second Daniel! How
I think the Jew for teaching me that word!” said
Gratiano. :

“Shall I have nothing but the money which
I lent?”’* asked Shylock.

“You shall have nothing but the pound of
flesh,” repeated® the Judge.

“Why, then, I will go. I will not stay here
further to be questioned.”*

“Stop a moment,* Jew. The law has yet
another hold on you.* For, by the laws of Venice,*
if any one who is not a native’” of Venice tries to
take the life of* any citizen, he must be put to
death.® And after he }s dead, one-half of his
property must go to'® the City of Venice, and the
other half to the man he tried to kill.*

1. Shall T have nothing but'the money which I lent? FHEILBFE2Z
SEER R TI2275. 2. FEil. 3. further to be questioned FAZEaH.
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“Now, you have done your best to kill
Antonio, so you are at the mercy of the law.* I
advise? you, therefore, to go down on your knees
before* the Duke who rules thls State, and ask
him to forgive you.”

Then the kind and courtly* old Duke said to
Shylock: “You shall have* more mercy than®
you were ready to show Antonio. Before you ask
it,/ I consent to spare your life.® Half your
wealth must go to Antonio, the other half comes
to the State; but if you are humble,® and regret
your conduct,’® I may reduce it to a fine'' which
you must pay to the City.”

The Jew was nearly mad with grief at the
thought of losing his money.!?

“You had better take my life, at once,”"** he
cried, “for if you take my money, you take away
the means whereby I live,”**

I. are at the mercy of the law ZHSEE: 2 HI38. . 2. #l. 3. togo
down on your knees before {7E.. .28 4. fHA@ANY. 5. shall
have A[{345. 6. more mercy than..: i.. ... BE 23 7. Before
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" But now Antonio’s kind heart showed itself.!
“If the Duke will allow me,” he said, I will give
up my share of Shylock’s wealth, on condition
that he will sign a paper, saying that it shall go
to his daughter when he is dead.? For his daughter
has - lately married a friend of mine, named
Lorenzo.”*

“He shall do this,” said the Truke sternly,*
“or I will withdraw what I have said,” and refuse
to pardon® him.”

“Do you agree,” Jew?” asked the Judge.

“Yes, yes, I agree,” said Shylock in a sudden
tone.®

“Then my clerk shall write out® a paper,
saying what you vll do, and you must sign it,”
said the Judge.

1. now Antonio’s kind heart showed itself i 2 HUfE {28 2 v 4R
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“But,” said Shylock, “I beg of you to give
me leave to go home®’ now, for I am not well.?
Send the paper after me, and T will sign it.”

Indeed, he was ill with® disappointment* and
anger. :
“Go,” said the Duke, who was glad to be rid
of® him, “but see® you do what you have said.”

Then Shylock shuffled” out of court.

CHAPTER V
The Two Rings®

Tae trial was now over,® and the crowds went
away well pleased.’® But the Duke was so delighted
with.the wisdom' and good sense'? of the young
Judge that'® he asked him to dine'* at his house.

The young Judge, however, politely refused
the invitation,’® saying that he was very sorry, but
he was obliged to'® leave Venice at once.

1. to give me leave to go home #HET3KZE. 2. 2247, @. 3. was
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The Duke remarked,' as he went away, that

he thought Antonio ought to reward the young

lawyer handsomely,? since he had done him such
a great service.®

Then Bassanio and Antonio thanked the
Judge for* all he had done.* They praised his
wisdom, too, and Bassanio begged him to accept
as his fee the money® which he had brought to
pay to the Jew.

“Indeed,” said Antonio, “I can never forget
how much I owe to you.””

The Judge, however, would not take any fee.
He said that he did not care for money,® and he
was quite glad that they were satisfied.®

“Dear sir,” said Bassanio, “you must, at any
rate,'® take some little thing in remembrance of!!

1. B (AR zE). 2. ought to reward. ..handsomely {7t S
e ZEWEH. .. 3. since he had done him such a great service p)fk%
Hite AR HEM (service FH). 4. thank...for. .. 5. .. EcH. <.
5. all (=all that) he had done {§ffEBfifE24F. 6 to accept as his fee
the money. . .§fi. . . ZZ L fEM 4. 7. Indeed I can never forget how
much I owe to you $UEKET @ik sty (how much I owe to you
AT BENREEMZIE). 8. did not care for money REFIHK
&6% o €. 10. at any rate fE5EAn{f. 1. remembrance of...
Uik . . ZRE, '



56 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

4

us. Do not take it as a fee, but just as a mark of
our gratitude.” ;

“If you press’ me,” said the Judge, “then
you can give me your glovés,’ Signor Artonio and
I will wear them for your sake.* And from you,
Signor Bassanio,” looking at him with a smile,?
“I will take the ring which you wear upon your
finger.”

But as the Judge came near and held out his
hand for the ring,* Bassanio drew back a little,’
for he was very sorry that the Judge had asked
for that particular® gift.?

“Do not draw back your hand,” said the
Judge. I will take no more than the ring,'® and
you will not, I know, deny*! me that.”

“This ring, good sir,” said Bassanio very
quickly, ““is only a little thing, I could not give
you such a trifle.”*?
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“Indeed, I will have nothjng_ else,t and 1
should like it very much,” replied the Judge. “I
will buy you® the finest ring in Venice,” cried
Bassanio, “but I really cannot give you this one.”

“Ah: I see,”® said the Judge, pretending to
be offended,* “you are good at offering things!®
You made® me ask for something, and now you
treat me like a beggar,” and refuse what I ask.”

“Dear sir,” said Bassanio, “this ring was
given to me by my wife. = When she put it on my
finger, she made me promise that® I would not sell
it, or give it away, or lose it.”

“That excuse serves many men to save their
gifts,”® said the Judge. ‘‘But if your wife be not
a mad woman,'? and if she knew how well I have

deserved this ring,** she would not be angry with

]

1. Indeed, 1 will have nothing els> fE3RHIMEFER. 2. will buy
‘you.. . fJHREMRE. .- 3. Ah! I see g, FMZ%R. 4. pretending to
be offended EIEAREEIL. 5. you are good at offering things! J3%75
RSB (RRAESZARILE, BUARR, MAGHAT, Tkt
). 6., 4. 7. G, 8. made me promise that...&EHEHE . ..
0. That excuse serves many men to save their gifts #i 5 A2 #5212
Hy. 10, But if your wife be not a mad woman ARG A IRk
11. and if she knew how well I have deserved this ring HIESHNVESE
HEEMZE.
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you for giving it to me.! But have your own way
and good-bye to you.”’? :

So the Judge and the clerk went away, leaving
the two friends alone, and Antonio now begged
Bassanio to give up the ring. He pleaded so hard
that, at last, Bassanio called to Gratiano.?

“Go, Gratiano,” he said, “run and overtake*
him. Give him this ring, and if you can, bring
him to Antonio’s house to dine. Be as quick as
you can,® for you and I must start this very night,*
and fly towards” Belmont.” :

When Portia and Nerissa left Basganio, they
walked along the street a little way,® and Portia
told Nerissa she must find out where the Jew,
Shylock, lived.

“Take this deed® with you and make him
sign it,” she said. “Remember we must go back
tonight, so as to be at home before our husbands

. 1. would not be angry with you for giving it to me 2 BRI,
B2 NEMe 2. have your own way and good-bye to you ZRp&@
i, e, 3: pleaded so hard that, at last,. Bassanio called to
Gratiano. . . % oL B Sosl 2 f {5 s M 352 | (called to. . .0F. . . MEE
2) 4. B 5. Be as \quick as you can (be quick) g 134T
5. this very night gpi, ¥ % 7. fly towirds B, 8. a little way
AE. o B
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come;! and I wish to take this deed with us, for
it will be very welcome to Lorenzo.”
At this moment,? Gratiano came hurrying
after them,® with Bassanio’s ring in his hand.
“Dear sir,” he said, “I am glad to have

overtaken you.! My Lord Bassanio, on second"

thoughts,” has sent you this ring, and he begs
that you will go to dinner with him, at Signor
Antonio’s house.”

“T accept Signor Bassanio’s ring very gladly,
and give him thanks for it,” said the Judge.
“Please tell him so.®* But I really cannot stay to
dinner, for I have important business elsewhere.”
I will, however, ask you to show® my clerk the
way to old Shylock’s house.”

“Indeed, I will do so, with pleasure,”® said
Gratiano, : :

So the two started off'® together, Gratiano
little guessing’* that the young clerk at his side

-

1. so as to be at home before our husbands come ffnJ/iATEREE AHE
BiPige. 2. At this moment ffz. 3. came hurrying after them f§
Z¥MiE, 4. I am glad to have over-taken you 4ESH RESE, 4
1. 5, on second thoughts i w>. 6. Please tell him so=Please
tell him that T accept, etc. 7. have important business elsewhere fiJ
AT S, WA (clsewhere fEJ). 8. 5% 9. with pleasure
ikZ8, ##8. 1o, started off ¥k, B,  11. little guessing 7§
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~was really his own wife. They had not gone more
than a few steps before Nerissa ran back to
Portia.? .

“«T am going to see if? I cannot make Gratiano
- give me that ring that I gave him,” she whispered,
‘with a laugh®*—‘“the ring which he promised to
keep for ever!”*

““Yes, try and get it from him,” said Portia.
“We shall have some fun over this, for they will
tell us that they gave their rings to two young
men, and we will say they did no such thing.”®

Then Nerissa went off to Gratiano, and as
they walked along, Gratiano thought that he
ought to give some present® to this young lawyer’s
clerk, as Bassanio had done” to the lawyer himself.
When he suggested® it, the young clerk said:

“I will not take any money, but as my master
has taken your friend’s ring, you might give me
‘that one, which I see upon your finger.”

1. had not gone more than a few steps before Nerissa ran back
to Portia {78k, MBWEERFHBMNHER. 2. =whether 7.
3, whispered, with a laugh {ERSEEE. 4. for ever KAA, A 5. did
no such thing /. 6. ought to give some present ZEFE A [l .
7. had done=had given some present. 8. {ia.

]
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“Alas!®' dear sir,” said Gratiano, who was
very much grieved to be asked such a thing,? “I
really cannot give you this ring. My wife gave it
to me, and I promised her that I would never
part with?® it.”

But the clerk seemed so offended, that* at’
least Gratiano had to give it.* Then, presently,®
they came to the Jew’s house, and Gratiano went
away.

It was hard for Shylock to sign’ that paper,
which left all his goods at his death® to the
daughter who had run away from him to marry a
Christian, and had taken with her much of his
money. and jewels. But Nerissa would not stir®
till'® she saw his name upon the deed. Then with
a joyful heart'* she went back to the place where
she had to meet Portia. The two'? then left

1. {2, 2. was very much grieved to be asked sucha thing 5 14
BEmES R (to be asked. . . {5 Ja— infinitive £ cause Z J, #EE3CH
A “E” 5). 3. part with... S, ik $#232.  4. seemed so offended
that. . kI A S, .. 5. had to give it FfEARBZE. - 6. Hep,
4%{. 7. It was hard for Shylock to sign...fkA 2 B4R, . BFI
5% (for Shylock to sign that paper 8 “that Shylock should sign that
paper’’—noun clause Fi[HE). 8. at his death #A{%%ERE. 9. ).
10. would not, ..till. . .5kZE. . .B¥AEK. .. 1. with a joyful heart E &
. 12. Thetwo Z A. .
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Venice as quickly as they had come,’ and made
all speed back to? Belmont,

The evening was closing in,® and Portia was
very anxious to be back at her house before!
Bassanio could arrive there. She knew that he
.would start off from Venice directly® he had dined,
in order to bring her the joyful news of Antonio’s"
escape.* :

But she wanted to be at Belmont” before
him, so that he should not know that she had
ever been away.® For she expected to have great
fun over® the two rings which she and Nerissa had
obtained from their husbands.

CHAPTER VI
The Return to Belmont

Portra and Nerissa reached Belmont by
moonlight,'® and found Lorenzo and Jessica in the

1. as quickly as they had come (quickly) [ Jer. 2. made all
speed back to...fIEHELR...(made all speed FFHATHEZHEH).
3. The evening was closing in { B, B HEER. 4. was very anxious
tobe back at her house before . CHRERES. . ZRiEER. 5. =immediately
after BDRN. .. .2%%. 6. in order to bring her the joyful news of An-
tonio’s escape UL HMBHER 2 EEH 2 M. 7. to be at Belmont 77
B JEN TE Al 8. so that he should not know that she had ever been
away R0k 4 M0 e Rl E . 9. expected to have great fun over
BRI 1 S 1] = < [ 10, by moonlight 7 J ek 2 .
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grounds.! Portia was delighted to hear that she
and Nerissa were home first.?

While they were still talking, and before they
had gone into the house,* Bassanio arrived, bring-
ing with him Antonio and several other friends.

“You are welcome home indeed,* my lord,”-
said Portia to Bassanio. Then, turning to Antonio,
she spoke very kindly to him, telling him how
glad she was to see him, and thus to know? that
he had escaped from the cruel Jew.

Behind the others, as they stood talking,®
were’ Nerissa and Gratiano, but they did not seem
at all happy.® They were speaking rather loudly,*
and Gratiano seemed trying to make Nerissa
believe something that he said.*®

“I am telling you the truth,”*! they heard

him say. “I give it to the Judge's clerk, and I

am sorry, since you take it so much to heart.”*?

1. MR, Bz 2. were home first SEHUA. 3. While
they were still 1alking, and before they had gone into the house %743
JrdER R T AR A S 2 . 4. You are welcome home indeed FIF3E, 4t
i, 5. thns to kmow #E58. 6. as they stood talking 257 BASHr

JidiskiG- 7. Behind the others were. . . sk E... 8. didnot
seemn at all happy QIkERESE> 8, o were speaking rather loudly
S PR, to. seemed trying to make Nerissa believe something that

he said ) F iR R EEE4. 11, T'am telling you the truth
TSk 2, take it so much to heart Fy35EA{H.
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“Dear me!* what is this?” said Portia,
looking round.® “Is it a quarrel already, when
Gratiano has just come home?”*

“And all about a hoop of gold,’”’* said
Gratiano—‘‘a paltry® ring which Nerissa gave
‘me.”’

“Why do you talk of the ring’s value?’’® said
Nerissa. “You promised to wear it till you died,”
~and now you have given it away. You gave it,
you say, to a Judge's clerk. A likely story,
indeed!"”® | :

“And so I did.® I gaveit to a scrubby'® boy,
no bigger than you are,'* and he was the Judge’s
clerk. He begged it as a fee, and I really could
not refuse to give it to him,” said Gratiano.

“I think you, were to blame,”’'? said Portia.
‘You should not have parted so lightly with'?

1. Dear me! REmf:EE, an o mp,’" cpp.’ 2. looking round %% F [YyE.
3. Is it a quarrel already, when Gratiano has just come home? (2
BWREHRYELME. 4. And all about a hep of gold 2 BEK—
SR, 5. ME(EfEAY, X, 6. Why do you talk of the ring’s value?
B BHAN. 7. to wear it till you died #4412, 8. A likely
story, indeed! JRF—-[{5235( R ILATED). 9. so I did=I did
50. 10. /. 11. no bigger than you are (big) MRELEE.
12. you were to blame f#if H:4&, Jil S, 13, should not have parted
so lightly with. . . FE4RIE. . 250
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your wife’s first present. Now, I gave my love' a
ring, also,’ and made him promise not to part
with it. And I am sure® he would not give it
away, for all the riches of the world.*

“Indeed, Gratiano,” she went on, “you have
given your wife reason to be angry.® If it were
L* I should be mad at it.””

Bassanio was looking very uncomfbrtabl'e,"

but Gratiano, anxious to excuse himself,® replied:

“My Lord Bassanio also gave his ring away.
He gave it to the Judge, who asked for it, and,
. indeed, he deserved it too! and then the boy—his
clerk—who took such pains in writing all about
the trial,'® asked for my ring. Nor would he be
content with anything else.” !

“What ring did you give, my lord?” asked
Portia, turning to Bassanio in feigned surprise.'*

1. B, 2. 7R 3. Tam sure £EALE, Sk 4. would
not give it away, for all the riches of the world HESHLLK 2 85Ib#15.
5. you have given your wife reason to be angry #H J-HR A LB L2 H.
6. If it were 1 [EI4sE. 7. 1 should be mad at it 3L IEZEH 2.
8. was looking very uncomfortable fRPEBHEE A%, 9. anxious to excuse
himself £x8kE HIRI- 10. who'took such pains in writing all about
the trial SEEFEH ERSE—UE %ML HE- 11. Nor would he be
content with anything else {4 iR Rl . 12. in feigned
surprise S B2 Ik
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Then Bassanio slowly held out his hand.

: “T will not tell an untruth to hide a fault,”?
he said. ‘““You see my finger has not the ring
upon it, for the ring is gone.”

When Portia heard this, she seemed very
;mgry, and Bassanio tried te make excuses.?

“Sweet Portia,” said he, ‘“if you knew to
whom I gave the ring, and for whom I gave it,
and if you knew how unwillingly I gave that ring,
you would not be so angry. I only know that if
you had been with me, you would have begged me -
to give the ring to him.”

“I hope he will never come near my house,”
said Portia, “for He has got the ring that I loved,
and which you promised to keep for me.”

All this seemed to distress Amtonio very
much.? A

“Alas! dear friends,”+said he, “I am the
unhappy cause of all these quarrels.”*

1. I will not tell an untruth to hide a fault FHREZEFLLAGIE.
2. tried to make excuses fifE£X 2 &2 3. All this seemed to distress
Antonio very much. 4 B8 EtE B0l Al (distress (A 7).
4. Alas! dear friends, 1 am the unhappy cause of all these quarrels &%
B, RREE SRR W AEIRRE (cause Jiih).
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“Sir, you must not mind' what we do, or
say,” said Portia. “Rest assured that we are only
too glad to welcome you here.”*

“But you must remember, dear lady, that
but for the Judge who has your husband's ring, I

“should not now have been alive.* I am sure your
lord will'never again break his word to you.”*

There was silence for a moment after this.
Then Portia came forward with a merry laugh,®
and placed something in Antonio’s hand.

“Then you shall answer for him,”® said she,
“and you can give him this ring, and bid him
keep it better than he did the other.”’”

Antonio looked surprised,“‘but, after glancing
at® what he held, he went up to Bassanio.

b

“Here, Lord Bassanio,” said he, holding out

the ring which Portia had given him. ‘‘Promise

1. 4piE. 2. Rest assured that we are only too glad to welcome
you here F R IE, THUCH G, 77 78 5 € (rest assured F5ME RLEE).» 3. but
for...I should not now have been alive ... FELLELH (H2ERK
. SPESH LA R ARZR; but for=if it were not for £jiE). 4. will
never again break his word to you ZFEZFENNk (break one’s word
My, &F). 5. came forward with a merry laugh SRR, 6. Then
you shall answer for him FARNIEFBILRE (answer for... 5. . . HI).
7. bid him keep it better than he did (=kept) the other UE{ESGE ({8
FHikEI (better than.. . 3%...{®). 8. looked surprised FEEFZ .
9. glancing at g,
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that you will take more care of this ring than you
did of the other.””?
- Now it was Bassanio’s turn to be astonished,?
for when he had taken the ring, he started.?
“Why,” he cried, holding it up to the light,*
“it is the very ring® I gave the Judge!”
“He gave it to me,” said Portia ‘quietly:
“but I see that you are very mich surprised.
Well, here is a letter which you can read, when

- you have time;® but I may as well” tell you that

it comes from my kinsman,® the lawyer Bellario,
who lives in Padua. In it you will find, no doubt
to your greater astonishment,® that Portia was

-the Judge, and that Nerissa was the clerk. Indeed,

Lorenzo will tell you, if you ask him, that we
have only just returned, and that I have not yet
entered'® my house.”

Bassanio was amazed.!! “Were you the
Judge?” he cried. “And yet I did not know you!”’**

1. take more care of this ring than you did (=took care) of the
other ZEMER MR, 2. Now it was Bassanio’s turn to be
astonished ZEXEEOCEER. 3. E. 4. . 5. it is the very
ring.. . QpEgad. 6. have time 3], BMR. 7. aswell=also. 8. Bk
g.'no doubt to your greater astonishment $A4HIEFRE. 10. A
11. §55%, 3R 12. And yet I did not know you! PR &KEL.
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But his eyés were shining with pride.* He
had known that Portia was beautiful and lovable,
but he had never known how brave and clever
she could be.

Gratiano, too, looked at Nerissa in amaze-
ment. “Were you the clerk, and yet I knew
you not?”

Now that the secret was out,? there was great
laughing and talking. Portia meantime turned
to Antonio and said: ‘I have still more good
news for you. Here is a letter for you which has
come into my hands.” It told how three of
- Antonio’s ships had come to port, and so a great
~ deal of his property® was saved. :

Then Portia said to Lorenzo: “My clerk here
has some good news, too, for you and Jessica.”

Nerissa thereupon handed them the deed*
which Shylock had signed, leaving all his goods at
his death to Jessica, his daughter.

1. his eyes were shining with pride B¥ityf#HE. 2. Now that
the secret was out BRIMELEIZIESE (now that 486, =&...BF). 3.2
great deal of his property fiFEZ—KA#M4F. 4. thereupon handed
them the deed. ..k .. . EAHFXZ.
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Thus good fortune had come to them all, and
they went into the house, full of joy, to talk over!
the strange things that had happened. And
~ Gratiano said, as they went in:

“Well, while I live,2 I'll fear no other thing
So sore as keeping safe® Nerissa’s ring.”

1. take over 5. 2. while I live=as long as I live. 3. I'll fear
(I shall fear) no other thing so sore as keeping safe... PR LR2. .15

BB EF R, (so sore as, . . 4., .23k keeping safe {2y “safe” &
“keeping’’ Z complement),

THE END
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