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PN | Aotion Report .-

“febt V(o) Lend Clearing Opezetioma After aotion &mﬂ "A" Coy 18t Lngineents

1e In accordance with the provisions of xeferences {(a), (b},, and {¢), anclogure
{1) iz heredy submitted. ‘3\
o
Re B SMITH - S
. e ' - 2

S4C.FILES
oof .,  HEADQUARTERS
1ST MARIRE DIV:Si0% , FMF
69 4082
COPY__/ of 5 COPIES

o
® oo
: i
' LN

 DECLASSIFIED



— — —— TR e i e
[EEp— — = PNER

DECLASSIFIED )

/7

. e

__ 1ST BNGINBER BATTALICH BN
o - - | SUMAND CHRBGOIY |
Farr 1 | ORG ANTZAT FONAL DATA |
mRE T BRRATIVE SUMGANY | B
vife 11z SEQUENTIL LISTING G SHUTIAND EVENTS N
PANF W B | SUPPORTING DOCTMERTS

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED 7 7 |

Gompany "&* {Rein)
Gaspeny "B {Bein)
Cempary "0" (Bedn)
Comparyy "A" (=)y 5th Engw. Bn.
2% Pngineer Battalion (Redn)
® Suppet Sompany | |
" Company "A"
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1utit V. B, BARMETSQ
¥aj Fe Jo 0OX JR.
Oapt Bs Co 8. WORIEY

 Gapd B, C. BEIN JR.

Sapt R Jo GAWILL
1stlt J» L. REBIFER

24 hvgbT-Prosent
2tAppb=fregent

2805169« Prosent

Mnd Je Go CHLI
% We M, WHOSKI

Sgtde] Jo M. VisE
1atit V., D, HITT
tatlt We B BANEETS

1434 8. P. \
1stlt 3. J. SYRGER

31 69-Fresent

134086524 Cot69
%%ﬁ@@mﬁ

21 J1E9=Prosent
%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁsmt
5Mar€9 wPresent
788 5865=Pregent
280c69=Prasent

Danangy RVH
Daneng, BVE

260et68-500169
50et69 ~Presemt

T4a0g69-200:469

e G80e460
290065~ Prenent
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3"% N Maj We M. WINOSKI 21Au36‘9~Pzwen‘b
Swd Maj F. BUTSKO 1Augb3 «Present
85 ?a‘kﬁt‘ 5. D, HAMMCONS " 144ugh9«Present
supply Officer 18tLt Co V. JGINSCH 144pr69~Prasent
Communtoations QEficer 1tht Lo D. KETN 17m69 26969

204t Ho G. VATKIVS 21 Qo b6~ FPrament
Yeddcal Officer Lte Be S. HAXTH |

- 4&ugh9 ~Pregent

Baginesr Bguipnment

Off icex CWO-2 We M. CARLION 1Kovée ~200ct69

‘4s8tlt Re S+ MOLATGHLIN 200t68~Prosent

Vtilites Officer © GWO-2 Py W, LINTS 1300569 Present
Jenstruction Officer CW0-2 P, W, LINTS 135069-2300469
. 2300t 69-Present

CWO=2 L. B« BOTTS

(| 1] 52 T4 » 2 12

1, During the month of Gctcher 1969, the 1st Enginser Battalion (Reinforced)
remained committed to combat ¢ngineer support missiong of small unit gize with
four #Enfantzy regimenta. The Battalion alseo completed 42 Division and 15
Battalion Werk Orders and other engineser projects and maintained mine detection
and olesring sweeps.

&+ Combat engineea: cempanies, zreinforged b;sr elements of the Headquar%em and
Service Company and Enginesr Support Company provided close combat engineer support
Ih omamed operstions, Cperation Pipestone Canyon Fnage V and Pro ject Duffle Bag.
During the reporting pexicd the 1st Hrg ineer Batislion contimued with construction
gfogatee%ive burkers and cantonment irprovements throwhout the 1st Moine Division
"AOR,

be During the reperting peried 2,356,700 meters of yomd in the iet Marine
- Division TAOR were swept fer mines by welking sweep teams, Mina sweeps of roads
- resulted in 23 mines and boobytraps being located and destroyed. In additiom,
%0 daily mine detection and clearing sweeps, 23 rough ridexr cmm;rs were supported
‘by cezbat engineers of this lattmlion.
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During the period 2l September 1969 through 29 September 1969, Company “i* provided
one plateon (~) in direct support of the lst Batialionm, 1st Marine Regimens whils
engaged in Operation Pipestons Canyon Phase IV. During the peried 18 Octobar 1969
through 21 October 1569, Company *A" (=) was in direct support of the lat Marine
Regiment (=) in suppert of operation Pipestona Canyon Phase V. In addition to
operational commitments, Company "A" maintained seven mine detection and clearing

- swesp teams and one 2man sweep team on Project Duffls Bage During the reperting
period, Company "i" remained comitted to cantorment improvements in the lst Harine
Bbfiment TACR. Afver Action Report for Operation Pipestone Canyon Phase 1V is
submitted as TAB (&) of this report, and After Aetion Report for Opa atien Pipestone
Canyen Phase V is submitted as TAR {b)e

3¢ Company *B" profided close combat enginesr suppert to the 5th Marine Begiment
in the form of fourteen 2 nan demolition teans. In addition, Cospany "B eontinmed
bunker construction and cantorment improvements for the Sth Marine Regiment and 2ad
Batitalion, 11th Marines st the An Hoa combat base. During the reperting peried,
Company ¥B* maintained four daily mine detceiion aweeps.

m 2. Company "A* provided closs combat mgineer suppert to the lst Marine "E.eginmt.

L. Conmpeny “C¥ is supporting the 7th Marine Regiment and is currently committed in
providing necessary close cembat engineer support to the 7th Marine Regiment on
unaned small unit eperations in the Que ton arva. In addition, Company “C® is
assisting in the construction of protective bunikers and cantonment improvements

ih the Tth Marine Regimemt's TAOR. Company "C" maintains thrves daily mine sweep
teans. ‘ ‘

Q %. Company "a" (=), 5th Engineer Batialion became OPCON, ADCON to the 1st Brginecr
Battalion (Rein) on 28 Octeber 1969 and remains in genersl support of the 26th Mare
ine Regiment. Company "A® (=) established Headguartews at Camp Faulker and is
currently in the process of forming the Company H uarbers to include the rege
visitioning of all T/F items required. Compeny "A* (») ias committed to bumker
construetion and cantonment improvement throughout the 26th Marines TAGR. Compmy
%A%, Sth Englmeer Battalion provided an average of 70 men in ¢lose combat engineer
suppert of small unit eperations during the reperting perded..

. PART III \
SEQUEWTIAL LISTING OF SICGNIFICANT EVENIS

1. Personnsl

%+ Oains and lessess . v

-1
OFF  RNL . OFF ENL
Broppads e " ¥ | 60 "o
Joineds R s ok o6 00

2.

, ‘ Reconnaissance. During the month of Ocbeber 1969, proceddmes
®, for mine sweep tesms to submit daily reports of road, bridge, ami culvert eomditioms
7 for the routes beipg swept were eantinued., MNermel reperis were upgraded 1o inclwde

information or rosd, bridge, aad eulurtsswndiﬁm in preparatien fer the imp
¥Monsoon. : kil
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& b.# Haathar. During the mnm of October 1969; the mther was eharacterised
w by cloudy Skles and heevy rein with an oecasiowl sunny. dey. ¥reciptiation during

' dusinp-the reporting peried totaled 36,60 inches. %mpi‘-atﬂres sveraged a high of
83 degress and 8 low of Th degrees..

co Nine Karfars.

(1) & total of 3,400 $VN was paid to Vietnamese (mostly children) for the
following érdrances

THT Boomter
60mn ME
6Com Dlwmination round
Belt of M60 Ammo
% 1b of TNT Charge
%25 Greanade
10 1v Box

105w HE
K79 wourd
105 Smoke
1oSmm nmwmn
S7um HE

' g. Qrdmaea xzestmﬁ

DECLASSIFIED L
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@ (1) The follcwimg ordnance items were loested and ﬁestrayud in place ont
routine mine sweeps in the lst Marine Division TACR:2

ITiN

30 1b reck nim, command detonated
&Cmm HE

H79 round

¥26 gremade

8lnm I1lum

B4O Rockaet

6(0b box mins

Sack w/bieycle perts W/aplasi.veﬂ
6Cmm 11l um

81 mm A%

8nmeke Grenade

Hand Illum Flare

AP Kine

COFRAM Round

500 1b Bemb

105mm ¥MB

5 1b box mine

k0 1b bex mine

E

.

1 1O B 1 B 1 S B AR 10 S 00 0o
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3.n Training. ‘

M - @« Duping the wombh of Octeber 1969, a total of 456 students attended the (3)
day Demelitisn Land Hine Warfare, end Viet Cong Boobytrsp School. In additien, 302
Marines received the special ons day classez taught by the Mobilas Instruction Team.
Attendance for the miod cevered is as feliewst

i red . AmYEDAG

1st Battalion, 13t Marines
2nd Battalien, lst Makines
3ré Battallien, lst Marines
1st Battalien, Lith Marines
3rd Battalion, kth Marines
lst Battelien, 5th Marines
2nd Battalion, Sth Matdnes
3rd Battalion, Sth Mawines
1st Batdalion, Tth Marines
ist Battalion,28th Marires
2nd Battalion,26th Marines
3rd Battalien,26th Marines
1zt Baginser Batitalion
Tth Brginesr Batislion
1lth Engineer Battalien
ist Recon Battalion
3rd Recon Battalion

@ 9th Noteor Trarsport Battalion
3»d Tank Battalion
1st Shere Party Battalion
EQ, lst Infentry Brig.
ist Australian Task Force
177th Armer

rounwrHaEn TR e B wwnEEE

be Mobile Instruction Tesm Attendance

mar ~ ATTENDAWCE
1st Msrime Divisien Scheels .= 52
. 3rd Bat$sliom; lst Marimes _ 250

L. Op erations.

a. land Clecring Operatiems Buring the period 2k October 1969 thweugh 29
October 1969, & land Clearing/Search and Destroy Operatleswas condusted by the
lst Battelion, lst Marine Regiment in cenjumctien with the BOKNC im grid squares
BTG53 to BTO9L., Enginesr suppert corsisted of Compmy ®A®, lst Engiweer Batialien,
providing one Engineer Offiser and oma squad reinforced with two. TD-18 L.F. tractors,
and operators, ene mschamie and one Equipment Chief from Emgineer Suppert Cempeny, ame
radic operstor and ome Corpsmsm from EiS Company. Additiemal suppizt was provided by
1lth Marines with three TP=-18 L.F. tractors, and three operaters, During the land
” clearing Cperstion, a total of 236,000 squere metsrs of land was clesred and 140
bankers were desiroyed.. Ordnance destroyed is listed below. Land Clearing Combat
After Actien Report is submitted as Tab (¢) of this repert.

¢ )
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- 105me HE 4
155mm BE 4 )
M79 round 2
60mm ¥B 1
§imn Iluainstion 1
250 1b Bowb 1 |
17%m BE 1 1
&% Bow Round E:
Bex mine 1 1
b. 4 kone Quny ange Ve During the period 24000CH Septenmber
1969 to 291&5@3 seytembaz: 19&9, .%m;w " previdel one plateon } in direct

gupport of the lat Battalion, lst Perine. Regiment dwring Gexeiion Pipestons
Cenyon Mase IV, Egsulte of #his action are sutmitied as Combat After Aetion
Foports Teb (a) of this report. .

ratd Copen these ¥, Duwring the peried 1:@7% fkﬁom
1969 to %waer 19@534, Qﬂmw H4% prowlded ons platoon (=) in ddreet supe
pord of the lst Marine Regiment, during Ihase V of Uperation Fipestone Canyon.
Suprieet consisted of apecisl moad swesp teams and dswolition teams. lst Flateon,
lat Bridge Ocwpany provided suppert in the installaticm of three 40 f. peawkoon
foot bridses far the purposs of crossing the Yen Yo River, gridcsgasre ANTES.
Taring the eperation Compeny “A" destrayed 24 family bunkevs, and one Reinforced

Q 2042407 concxete duilding. Oodmence destroyed is listed delow, Uperation

Bipestone Canyon Fhage V Combat After Action Repord is submitted ae ‘.ﬁb {b) of

this Teports
M26 Crenade | 2
B40 Rocket 3
W2 Rowd 1
~ &0mm HE 4
Blwgn HE 2
operated th mm miazts which ;mséuuaé. 5,«&3 &allem of polsable water

for writs thmwhaut the Ist Marime Division TAOR, .’ﬁa gddition, » teRal of 365,005
getlons of nop-potable water was produced.

6. Congtzuotion.

s The fcllmmg 42 Divisfon Work (rdsrs were completed &uring the month of
Cetober 1 %9‘

N Wg. Gempleted 2Cotober 1960. Constrnet mdunt out boxea.

2¢ DEOO69. OCompleted Z7Optober 1969. Frovide (1) 58 Case txactor w/backhos
@ oo operator for period of tne weekto S-4y MK-16,

6
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4, DEO2+69, Completed 27 Cctober 1969, Frovide angle dover with opemtor for
m a perdiod of 7 dayss

4+ D5%4»60, Completed 77 Cotober 1969. immt and repeir COC busker as mecessavy.
5e DB72+68. Issue {3) 10x2418 bunkers, Completed 27 Cotobexr 1969,
6e D5Pwb8. Completed 27 Ootober 1969. Dunw end construct (1) tent deck and

To DST4e69. Completed 27 Cotobsr 1969, Tetall 4 culvert dvaivage ditehe

8, D4i1-69, Comploted 27 Cosober 1969, Congtruct 220 mount out bemes for 3/26.

Je  B4EF~69. W@te& 27 October 1569, Cometiuct 20 field range pmoking crates.
mploted 26 ostober 1969, Bepedr webtsr storegs Sark .

19, D560-69. Complesed 30 Octobex 1969, Hplece ladder on "B" Seation tover.

12. D522-69. Completed 30 Ootober f9§9‘ Frovide mnd wns*m*b {3) SEs huts w/arair=

13. D559+60, Completed 2 fobeder 1969, Isaue (1) precut 8*x12'x8' burker delivex
to lat Beoon Hill 146. - ‘ . _

14s DATS-69, GCompleted 3 Cotober 1969, Jsave (2) bunkers = (1) m;g 128% and (1)
@ 10424 1xBY w/ﬁming and zightm kit, . .

15. 3547»69» Completed 5 October 1969, Constmuct display case for GG let Mardiv,
16. D504-6%. Completed 9 Ootobexr 1369, Oonstruct and hang (12) sereem docxs ab

17+ D49T=69, Complsted § Qotobar 1969, Issve and constrwot (4) SEa huts 1612321,
8. D502+69, Completed 12 October 198%. ﬁamﬁmt (1) 123214 Cenarater fheds
190 355669, Completed 12 Cotober 1969, OCamstxuct (1) 18%x16" gonrbsge shed,

20, D350-63. Completed 12 C(etober 1969. Jesus 7 urimoils (4) 4 hols heads & (2)
2 hole hesds.

21« D53669. Completed 12 Cotcber 196%9. Issue 200 pieces HBa~1 ﬂfk‘ﬂn&;
22, DB5E460. GCompleted 12 Gotober 1969. Fomw 10'x15' concrete slab in Sgi's messs

93, DAS1=69. Completsd 12 Ostober 1969. Draw meterisls and provide tech assist for
1) 20tx32" bunker w/deck and ngting packages

24, B2Y169. OCompleted 12 Oobober 1969, lssue materials to Service Coe, H@Re
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5. D578-63. Completed 12 Ogtober 1969. Issue (1) w**xizi*xm bunker w/decking
@ e 1tating ks, S

. DS64e60, Complebed 12 Cateber 1969, Feplace 3"x12" decking e (4) 175
G Padse - -

27, D438+69. Completed 13 Quitober 1969, Issue 24 pleces 24" culvert whokts.
28. D5T7-69. Completed 14 Cotober 1969, Issue (1) 8'xt2'x8' bunker,

29, DE01-69, Completed 14 Cotober 1969, Issue and deliver (5) sheets 4'x8'xg"
maiogawy plywood to DEC. - . -

30, DB536=69, Completed 16 Cotsber 1969. Comtrnet (1) 2 hola hend for Vie tnamese
megs hall workers. _

3te D590-69. Completsd 76 Cotsber 1969. Jesus 12 Blasckjack poles 35% lovgs

32, D4BY~69. Campleted 15 Cotober 1569. Frovide 4 men w/toole and equimt $o
plaster exteria wells of 345 Bunker for experimentel project.

335 B&M?# Gompleted 17 Cetober 1969. Condbiet suxvey of perimeter lighting M
peconmand materials requived to in stall ot HEL 55, .

34e D580=E6s GCompleted 16 October 1969. Issue (1) 20x32x8 bunker and provide
tech assistance Oan Ha 3/1.

@ 35 34&3-»69. %mglutm 11 Uotoher 1969, Frovide ﬁemical aseistancs for
conedruckion of (2) 20x32'x8* burkers and () 10x24x8 bunker all w/Rdexing
ond lighting kits for et Showe Party, LZ Baldy. '

%. D6OT-§9. OCompleted 20 Octeber 1969. Comstruet (1) shed to house IW eguips
on HAIL 200 for 11th Marines, siasc provide necessary matcrial to rencvate Bunerse.

D584~69. Campleted 21 Cotober 1969. Fickup materdals, pwep site and construct
(13) tent decks Hill 55 lst Merines.

38. D575=69. Completed 24 Cotober 1969, lmaa (2) porkers (1) 10x24x8 and (1)
8x12x8 wfdecking and lighting kit for 8x12x8 bunker,

39, D612-69. Compleoted 24 Cotober 1969. Pmm snd dacus peberials fox (6)
G+ Pe Tente ‘363:32.

40. D563«69, Completed 27 &rbe!wr 4969, Tptsll 200% = 24" oulvewxt for drainagee

41. D598-63. Cumpleted 27 Cotober 1969, Drovide elsctricians to determine
neceseny wirzing end fixtures for GO0 Bunker,

42+ D592+69. OGompletwd 27 Cetober 1969. Frovide precut and Deliver materials
te eonstruct 80 meaz tadles.
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35935 8 yda.
& ‘i?; begs

Deck & u@m Kits 12 3 ;3::
16x%2 MBA hutpkags 4 o pr.
&snt Bgcks 13 300 guh
0 Gallon Tarks 2 | - 769 Xas.
mn;, shoste 170 door handles 12 esch
Pipe, ssooxted 288 Baockjask pales {(35') 12 each
54" qulvert 56 pieces drifs pins - 2 ench
24% eulvert ' 127 pisces 490 smp fume box 1 each
12 qulvert 100 pisees seplant 10 gale
/4T Hywocd 0 sheeta : - ,
;4 pywood - 23t shoela

ge e fmwm 15 ¥atielion "?Oﬁ: Qudsre were completed during the wath o
Qetober 1968,

4s. BIDT46Y, mhm 2 OCobobax 1965, ﬁmatm% dsox for m Bnker located gt
Regt, 5~ Mm S=4 nt in Boa CBe : :

® 2. 323669, Comploted 5 Cotober 1969, Construst (1) butlding in EAS Company Ares.
3. B342+69. Completed 5 Cotéber 1969, Oomstruot bex as shows o dmwwing.

4 34869, Comploted 12 Ostober 1969, Meplase X0 ploces Lin on heavy equirsest
and construesion bullding,

5+ B34T=65. Comgloted 16 Coitober 1969, Comstruct (4) cadinets fur lst Bagw Bn Se%¢

6. B3549-69, Coupleted 24 Oetcher 1969, Kxbend Prosemt cemm tech shop 3o include
old Bn, mail room.

B, BIH51-69. Completed 20 Ootdber 1969, Beplace roof on Bldg. 7467 lst Brgr Bn.

9. BES6-69, Cospleted 14 Ocbebar 1969, Jeeme listed materisls %o be pleked up
Yy requesting uwnit.

10. B350-69, Completed 21 Octsbey 1969, Iseus & somsbewet (1) 16352 standaxd
EBA hus w/u@m,f and {t) 16316 SEA hus for wﬁ:mm,

$1. B340.69, OCompleied 22 Osbober 1969. Conwtwust (3) Grafiing tedlew ank (1)
supply/draving echinet.

® 12, m—-&y seapmmas@tﬁwwég, Gors trust and imsdall map beand for

Dive Co B
ERAR

7. B353-69, Completed 15 Cotober 1960, Iswus (2) wriy

9
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13, “58,  Conpleted 30 Uctobur 1969, Oonstwued (4) ﬂmr}gbmks on exisbing
fant &e@ks. (3) caneelled and (1) eompleted.

4. B355-68. Comploted 30 Codober 1969. Byince old Plywen
axd repeint wework and xepaimt bulletin besrd. _

15 B143~6F« Canselled 9 Cotebex 1963, by 5-3 Qfficer.

on shespls poof

4.
Yot hours T4 Rexiglaes, ahests 2
Bquipmart hours . L 18" oulwert : _ 4
ixzber BF 1725 Grinoils _ 2
16x32 SEA hut w/lights 1 Hails ' : 955 lbs
16x16 SEA hut : 1 Sexeen 5 . 4 rola.
¥in, sheets . 384 Conerede 140cus. yi«
3/4" plyweod, sheets 69 Cement 10 bege
" plywood 53 Binges : 7 padr
¥ehogony pamlling, shests 398 Metal Stakes 15 eagh

Paint . N 1 gellon

8 DPuring the month of Cotcber 1969, a total of 2%0 Vietnsmess sivilians
(;m- resulting from hosiile astion) patisnts veceived mdical eseistance.

‘ "b. Domated to the people of Son Thuy I during Cotober 1969 weze 1000 boavd
@ faet of serap lunbex and one tzamaportation run te Daneny for the puapose of
procuring m and other housshold needa.
Panpt IV

Jm (a1 Operabion Pirestoms Cavgon Hose Iy “4" Gory 1ot Srgineez's after 7
Action Teport

’!S?nb {b)s ngwatim Pipsstons Coamyon fhese Y,, VAW (g., 1st Bugh
Achion Report A - -

%ab (¢}t Land Clearing Qg@aﬁim After Asction Repoxt, “A™ Co., st W&f‘s

~ -

10
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CCMEANY VA
w _ 1st Fngincer Battalion
49t Marins Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602
01:BCSW: £p
3480

U 0ot PO

From: Commanding Officer:
Tos Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion (Attn: S-3)

Subj: Combat After Action Report
Refs  (a) Div0 3480.1B

1.. Code Teme: Operation Pipestone Canyon Phase IV

24 Daﬁes-oi‘ Operabion: 240600H September 1969 to 291800H September 1969
3. lLeca-tiont Quang Nam Provincey, Republic of Vietnam, Dodge City Arves

4. Commanding Headquartergs Commanding Officer, st Battelion, 1st Marine
Regiment

® 5. Reporting SNO: S$sSgb Walter S. HAYES 191 75 18/1371 USMC

6. Tagk Organization: 1st Platoon (~), Company "A', 1st Engineer Battalion

7. Suwpporting Forcest WA

8, Intelligence: The enemy was known to be utilizing the area for bunkers .
and tunnels for weapons and arms storage, and as ' a staging area. The
entire was suspected to be heavily booby-trapped, Reports gtated
that approximately a company of sappers were operating in the area.

9. Migsion:

(=) Pbozizide combat cngineer support for 1gt Battalion, 1st Marine
Regiment,

(v) Destroy bunkers, fortifications, and obscive as directed by
Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, {1st Marines,

10. Concept of Operation: One engincer demolition team moved with each
infantry letter company to provide close combat engineecr supports

11. Excoutions

, (a) 1st Squed (~)y 1st Plotoon, Company "A', 15t Engineer Battalion moved
m with Company "A", 1st Bn, 1st Marines on D-daye They moved by vehicle to

the vicinity of BT003567 vhere at 1100 Compony "A", 18t Battalion, 1st
Marines began sweeping North. _

.8
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("F?}' and Srued (=), WSt § Lotoony Comyoxy MAMy 1st Encgeer Beltalion moved
with Company ¥C", 1st Baotﬂvo" ot Jf'rlnw at 1045 en'D-doy. They were
helilifted with f‘om ony FCHS 1c. Battiliion, 1st Marinea to the vicinity of
M BT997604 and began swoeping southcost. :

(c) 3rd Squad (=), 1gt Platour: vexty A%, st Engineer Battalion moved
with Compuayy D%y 1et Battal mr_ Thy Mopines ab 1045 on D-daye Théy were - o
helilifted o the vicinity of ETOT13604 ond began a sweep southwests

t Piafoon, Ccmpany "A''y 1eb Enginee: Batbalion terminated their support
of 1st Bettalion, 1st Marines at 180C on D + 5,

(2) Jil of the aseigied missiong were qcco*‘lpl:.cned A total of 370
voundg of C.4 werc expended.

P,ﬁf

e

2 following is o iist of 01~’1woncc and fortifications destroyed
5t f it

toon, Compary Mil, gt Engincer Battalion

Y- 500 1% bomb

250 1% bonbsg

3" rounds
- 155 mn rounds I

105 mnm rounds HE

81 nn rounds HE

Box mines (stored in cc,ve)
%72

W79 rounds HB

B 40

RPG

bear traps

honenmade shepe charge
homemnade mine
=~ Chincse Communist grensdcs
- =26

300 - 30 cal rounds

Forvifications

N e
1 1 1 13 3

!

1

-
NO Ul =d =8 N -4 DS PSS PO ONNO
1

foot bridges
bunkers

. caves

spider hole

- AN =3 N
t 1

Ordanance Booby-trapped
3 - gamo cang
1 -~ trip flare
1 - gmoke grenade (rifle)

13. Administrative Mattors:

(2) Engincers carried their own demolitions, and in addition, cach rifle
squad carried 20 1Bs of C-4. They werce not resupplicd with M-G60 fuse

m lighters as nccded,
R
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15,

A1
164
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Teangportotion: Tronsporta™ion o the field was by supported wnits
organic motor traasport mnd Ly | sopter, Trongportation irom the
ficld was by LVT's and organic notor trancport,

(e) WA
(£) WA

Spceigl Bauipment and Tochnigues: 4

Commondors Anelysig: £Al1l missions assigned to engineors were scoomplishode
company commanders utiiized cngincers in o correct and safe manncr.

Recommendations: /A

0 C8 W

B. C. S. WORLI
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SOUCANY AN

1st Enginecr Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMP
FPO San Francisco, Jalifornia 96602

| 01 : SOGRBEIRT
L) 3400

21 October 1969

DECLASSIFIED 7

é

From: Commanding Officer
To: uommandlng Officer, 1lst Inzineer Battalion (attn:  5-3)

Subjs Combat Operations After Action Report
Ref: (a) Dniv0 3480.18
l. Code Name: Pipestone lanyon Prase V

2. Date of Uperation: 160730H Oct 69 to 211430H Oct 69

3. chatiﬁh;fiQuanp Van °rovince, Republic of #isztaam, Dodse Gityvarea, Bast 'Grid
—  BTOO ‘to Wost Grid AT97, and South Grid 8T56 to Worth Grid BT64.

4. Command Headquarterss Commanding Officer, lst Marine zegiment

m 5. Reportinzy Officer: Gapt&in B. C. 8. WorLI Of 23 36/1310 Shs

6. Tesk Crgenizstion: Compeay Wit {3), let Sarinour Bsttalion. 1st Pletoon,
st Bridge dhmpﬂny (-).

7. Supporting Arms: /A .

8+ 1Intelligence: The enemy wes using this arca to collest rice,’using the péopie’
as lavorsrs, znd thair family »unkers for storags and biding.
Several explosions ocurred while thz huts were bSeing burned by
the National Police leadiag to the soaclusion that arme and
armunition wors iiden in maqy of the huts.

9. Miseion:

a. Provide comdst enginesr support for tha lst Marins Regiment (-) (Roin)
during swesp =nd cordon opzration. ' '

b, Destroy 21l sunikzrs, fortificctions, zad ordnancs locoted.

Ce 401duct road swoenp of QL 1D South from Joldznrate Bridge to thc "T" at
Route L, then szst on doute 4 to the railroad herm.

d. Provide dhmolatvon veorm to 3rd Battalion, lct Jarincs on call,.
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10. Concept of Operation: One four (L) man demolition tesm was placed in direct
‘ suopsri of cach lettar company of the 1lst Battalion,
‘UM lst Kaviaos, =2nd Sompeny "WE", 2nd Battalion, 1st

Marirses during the swesp from east to west in the

cordon. One six (€) man sweep teain moved with
sacurity to conduct a road sweep cof Route 1D and
Routs 4 east to th2 nerm. One two (2) man detector
team movad with th: amtracs to conduzt roed swoeps
into ramlots., Bridge teams ware placed on call with
bridges for heli-lift into ths zrea of operation.

11. Zxscutions
a. 1lst scuad, 3rd platcon, Jompany "MAM movad with securlty from Goldan
Jate Bridse a2t C530 +to swosp Rwouts 17 to the "I at 2outs i3 ead then
@ast on doutn L to tha rsilroad herm. :

bs lzt sonad (=), lst plateon, Jompany "AY, lst Inzincasr Battalion
morsa wiih Sompsay  "AY, let Battslion, lst ‘lerines to L7 in the
vicinity of 8T 00558l et 0730 on D-day. :

c. 2nd scusd (- ), lst pletoon, Sompany "4", lst Fasdnoor Bettelion,
movad with Sompony ”6‘ 15t Battalion, lst Marinas to LZ in vicinity
of 3T 003384 at O Q730 on D-day.

d. 3rd scied (-), 1lst platcon, Company "A", lst Zn~inzer Battelion,
mored with Sompany "I, lst 3attelidn, 1st Merinss to 12 in vicinity
: @ of BT CO5805 et 0730 on L-dey.

e. lst somed (=), 2ad slstoon, Zompeany "i', lst Insincer 3sttalion,
e rad with Tomeeny MAY, 2nd Scttalion, lst ierince RAsginment, to LZ
in ricinity BT 003605 2t 0730 on D-dey. .

f. l 2t platocn, lst Aridne Sowmpeny movad indcrondently from LZ 486 to
thrae LZ's girepared @lonz 31w Lins, rumming throush 87 C259¢ and 0260
e 2t 1400 an D-day, and iastallsd trrao 0" pontoon fcot oridges

acrogs thoe Blus Liie. Tha task wes COf@ldtid st zoproximatoly

1530 »n D-day. ‘

7. 1lst pletocn, lst 8riaze Jomsceny, was oxtra tad st 1200 on J-dey + 1
lsavine the bridzos in place. :

h. A twn men detostor/d meliticn tuam of the 2ad scued, 3rd glatnen, moved
with 2 column of emtrecs at 1430 oa D-doy + 1 from the Golden Gate
Bridge iato the erez of oparation to -lser a psth for the amtracs
whila they wers recaivive end hauling rice,

i. 1st platoon, lst Sridze Somgany, was reinscrtod et 0930 on U-day + 4
to rmove foot bridges and propers them for heli-1ift out.

J. 1st platooa, lst 3ridge Jumcany, wos extrocted with theic bridges at
1200 on Delfey + It

‘D L k. Jompeny "A% (=), lst fnaginoewr Baiterlion, teramiacted their support of the
operatioa ot 1530 on S-dey + 4 zad wos removed from the arca of
oparation by truciks. L
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'mp 12, Results:
. a. All assigned missions weos znccmplished., A total of 130 1bs of C-U4
was expended,

b, The following orcnances and fortifications were destroyed,
l. Ordnances:
2 - =26 Orenades
- B-Li0 Rocket
- 60mm H. T. Tiounds
Elmm I1llumination Rounds
81mm H. E. Rounds
- 105 H. E. founds
155 4, 3 Rounds
Box minz {2 or 3 lbs)
Helmst nochby tragped with SFD

R HONE N P
1

. Fortificaticns

A ‘f“?»’{;t__j_\)' ‘ o

1~ feinforeczd conzrate duilding 20 x 40 ( a school house or
charch)

13. Adwmicistrative Tetters:

a o

') » 'I,/ t’\

Ca A

da tion: Transnortsziicn to the £i~ld was by heliccpter,

23 ortation from the ficld wae by: supparted units' organic
m tor traasport.

Se \T/ ’l"“

fo /A

1k. Special fouismont and Tachnicues: The use of sontoon foot bridges ware
daployed in support of an Tafantry hettelion whilc on swzeps. Thres pontogn
foct bridges were stoged at LZ LE6 in throe 1ifis with three six-man tcams
to occompsny cach 1lift. Tha lst Battalion, lst ilerine. swapt up to the
30" wide czaal which had baen swollen by recant re ns. Suitadle crossing
sit=g wars s2lsctad and swizwmore ut across 1o provide szcurity for the
bridzs t.eme When the sscurity was in preition and the LZ's prepeied in
thae viciaity of cach of thasce salectad Hridgs sive, the bridgss and tzams
wars gickad up ¢ helilifted iato th= prensred L4's, and construction
biran immadistely. A1l thires oridges wars ia plscoe within one hour and
a hdlf, allawing th: infentry to traasvarsz tho caqel duriny their indtial

m swacp ¢1 £s routes of rzgupply betwesn the 3. P. group end forwerd elu.nents
The iustzllation and extraction >f the bridgss proved thst foot bridges
ez raedily be employed and ere quite sffzctive in this type of opnmretion.

DECLASSIFIED




® @

]

‘ﬂ” 15, Commendars Analysis: Of the various rmissions cutlized in parczraph 9,
all ware foesinle en’ acerw»lish-ds The =nginsers could have been
utilizad mere cffectiv-ly by bl infantry sompiny commenders On
occesions, engineers wore ceollsd up to blow semuthing oaly te find thet
the infentry damelitd s hao elrsady sterted &sotting the charges.
Twice eaginser demelition t.cms wera 1oft without sscurity whils thay

g in mmnkzrs.

16. R:commandations: I/A

- TLINVOT B,
B, 3, S. WorLlEd
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C'WIT’ N-i BT

_01 BCSn rlh
3480 -
15 oy 1069

From' Co'nnz._mdlnt> Of‘:.z_ccr _ ‘ ) ’ oo o
’To- C“ﬂﬂquln” Offlcer, lst Envlnoer Battqllon (Attn°1is;3)

Su.b;J Combat Oneratlono Altor Aotlon chort :

.

1; _émizlkﬁﬁﬁ Vi

2. Date of Operation: .241200H ,to 291400E Oct 1969
3« Iocation: Quang Nam Provmce, Republic of Vietnem, in grid squares
S 0863 to 0964. - _\LHz‘ﬁ S e e

Y

4. Comnandinm head,ggérters. Conma.ndlm‘_Offlcer '_lst Battellon, ls‘b ha:clne

m I ' R Rerr:u’“ont

5 'j;znaLt mebtt A. RATTd‘.gﬂfoio §1}21/ﬁ301'ﬁsmc'

5. H 1 lst platoon 3 ")(Reln), Conpq.n,y A, ‘lst En'ginee'r Battalion
£ t

To

1.10 enemy was belle 1
route for a,n.mmltlon cml troops as WO i , nfstag:.no area
b§, utiliging the many bunkers located in the area. ‘The

o Uhuakers were res‘tored £ ~nllv style bunkers :.n or near the
L Ctlingof Lthe Shany rhsudest1se beé Anthe 'y re.:.eaa Yany of . the

bun:*ors had been de r-tjcoyod on previous onoratl\me.

Coctimt Gonn Thenbunkédrs vehd eoRstitieted of sand ond dirt reinforced
by logs and corrcgated tin from the nearby ruinse The
Jappréaches to the area at first gave the lnpressz.on of
being heavily booby't”eppod but once in the area few SFD's

| 8. Inte1 llnence.

S = N

ordnances gave off secondaxy
.:Et
4e L
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9i Mission:

as Provide combat engineer support for the 1st Batbelion (=), (Roln), 1st
Marine Regiment during a lmm cleering/ search and destroy operation.

be Destroy field fOI"tlflCcJGl’)no, living arecas; and tree lines as designated.
. by the Commanding OfF 1cor, 1st Battalion (=), (Rein), 1ot Mavine Regiment.

-y

ci Strlp clesr & Z00m wids area from the S, Vinh Dien River to Grid BI 060647

10. Concept of Operation: One three(3) man demolition team was placed in dirvect
h support of cach letter company, Companies "A" and #BWy

lst Battalion, and Company "L, 2nd Battalion, during
the operation. The five(5) TD-16 LF tractors cleared
the area as designated by the Commanding Officex, lst
Battalion, let Marines. One demolition man, a corpsmar
and a radio operator were placed with the land
" Clesring elenmcnt,

11. Execution:

a. Two demolition teams of the 1lst platoon, Company i moved with Companies
AT and YBY, lst Battalion to Cau iHa combat bage at 1000 on D-daye.

m b, Twe domolition teams of the lst platoon, Company “iA" moved with Corbanies
A" ond YB", lst Battalion, in their sweep from Ceu Ha to the southern
boundry of the lst Marines TAOR at 1200 on D-day.

Ls Cea--One demol 1t1mn tea'n of 2nd platoon, Company "A" moved with Company VEY,
2nd Bautﬂlon, lst Mhrlnos at 1050 on D-clay + 2 to DI‘OVldO comba,t support

d, 'I‘he 19nd clearlno eW amnt con.alstlnfr 'bwo 'I‘D—1u tractor moved w:.th

- the 1st Basttelion CP group to estgblloh a2 base camp in the vn.c:.m.ty of
BT 075643, a6 1030 on Deday +. 2. - B TV

(‘ 4' " }‘.‘ ‘:, L ,‘\

e, Tno L—mﬁ lorzrlnv c1 cment uoved out \rl’cb g=c:ur1ty from Coup'my "B ’

« l"t__Battleon, 1ot Marines at. 1300 on D-day: + 2.to begin clearing a .+t
strip alonz the bluc line in grid squere 0663, The land was swempy and

oo only 1200 sguare: meters ooul be cWOarod B T T PO S

fe The land clearing ﬂ mont R JOll’lOd by ‘bvo TD—18 LF's from 11th harincv
at 1630 on D-day + 2 brlfl"‘lnﬁ' tno nunber of t1 wctors to fou’c. : :

g« The land clearing elcmcnt Lf)v-“d out wl’ch ocu:rl’cy fI‘O“‘l Co l_p'my '““ 2nd
Battalion, 1st Marines at 0730 on D~day & 3 and began spot. olea,r:.ng
buildings, bunkers, :and. tree-lines:in grid squares 0753 and 0764.

1v, ha 'I'nc land clearing element was joined by one additionsl TD-18 from 11th
Harines at 1550 on Dw da,y + 3, brlngmrr the total numbor of tractors to

‘D o ,flve. L RN S LR I S
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Q i, The lend clearing clement moved out with security from Company "AM,
: lat Battalion, 1lst Mariner at 0730 on D-day + 4 to sro.t clear in grid
squares 0663, 076%, and 0764,

Jo The land clearing element moved out with security from Company A%, lst
Harines to Caun Ha combat base at 1500 on D-dey 4 4 where they xemained
on call until the oweration secured on D-day + 5.

t, The demolition teams in support of the infantry lotter companics moved
from the field with their supported compeany as they zeturned to their
battalion area at 1400 on D-day + 5

12, Regultss

a., All assigned missicns were eccomplished with the exception of the
clearing of a srtip along the north side of the blue line from the
Song Vinh Dien River to BT 070635. A totsl of 200 lbs of C-4 was
expended with 100 blasting ceps and 500 feet of time fuse,

b, A total of 236,200 square meters were spot cleared and the following
ordnances ahd fortifications were destroyed,

1. Ordnances

4 105mm H., E. rounds
m 4 155mm M., E. rounds

2 M-T79 rounds
60mm H., E. round
Blmm illunmination round . R R TR S R I

250.1b -bomb : ... R SRS L

- 175tm H, B, round (booby ‘cra ,pcd)
8" Howitzor round :
“Bowomine (SFD) . v .. owrit Tl o, T
126 frag (SFD) ' e SRR

.I\J'i-"l—“l.-’l—’l—‘l—-'

'2’, .*m’tifimtw_ons
’MO bu.n‘re AR Ce el BT RS g o
13, Adm:.nlﬂtrﬂtn‘o Ifmtt

2 _@gﬂpp;gyms Engincers eand infentry units carried demolitions with thens
.0t - L THoy vere resupplied on Deday + 4'with démplitions, Diesel
fuel vas furnished by: the suprorted unit backed up by an
. C‘mc‘rrronc*y diésel” fuel supply carrlod by “the: enginecrs,
laintenances Nainbonsnce oh equipment was accomplisicd by assigning
. an equipnment mechanic to the land clcaring element,
Tm ovvln\ or'e ba le} ceunh was utlllzod for daily PMis,

=

b.

'

RN
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de Transportation: Transportation to and from the field was by supported
units organic motor transport,

e, Communication: A radio operator moved with the land c‘lc'w*in{r clement
and maintained communication with the lst Engincexr
Battalion net. The security for the land clearing

element hed a radio which was utilized to menitor t‘»e
supported unit ’s emd net,

£, W

14. Special Bquipment and Techaiques: The equipment employed on the operation
were TB-18's. The tractors worked at a
minirmm of 30 meters apart, The operators
wore flek jackots and helmets at all times
The tractors bladed %their way through cach
New arca and never utilized the same path
Cleared the day before, reducing the
chances of detonating a mine set by the
enermy the night before,. ‘

v

- 15, Commander's Anelysigs Of the various missions outlined in paragreph 93 all
, were feagible, Duc to the short planning time prior
to tiue commencement of the operation, tractors from
m : ~ other division units were late in arriving at the
designated staging arcea. This caused a loss of valuab
time which resulted in the total mission not being -
able to be carried out becausc of the rains after
thoe operation started. Had all of the tractors .
-avrived on time, the ares by the Song Vihn Dien coudd.
lave been cleared before the heavy rain set in on the
night of D-dey + 2. Throughout the operation, the
coopcration was excéllent botweon the engincers and
the supported units, :

16. Recoumendation

2. That three to four drys noties prior tolthg: bozinning of o land ¢leoaring
operation be given to all personnel involved., This time would be used
to properly coordinate for and preparc equipment for use.

b. A% all timee, helmets and flak jackobs should be worn to reduce the
possibility of wounds caused by either explosion or falling debrise

Bc A édmﬁ}
B, C. S. WORIEY
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