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Target audience:

• Editors who wants indexes

• Editors with technical knowledge



• Alphabetical list articles

• Standalone list

• List of encyclopedic articles available on Wikipedia for any broad, general 

topic

What is an index?
[[Wikipedia:Indexes]]



[[Wikipedia:Indexes]]

What is an index?



What is an index?

Alphabetical list 
articles
Standalone list



List of 
encyclopedic 
articles available 
on Wikipedia for 
any broad, general 
topic
What is an index?



Why create indexes? o A quick way to find if a subject article exists in 

context of the general topic

o Fight vandalism in the general topic you know

o Discovery of new articles
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Orphaned articles are kept at a minimum



Why create an index?

• A quick way to find if a subject article exists in 

context of the general topic

• Fight vandalism in the general topic you know

• Discovery of new articles

Logarithmic chart of pageviews by spiders on Index of 
Singapore-related articles (1 June – 30 October 2019)

Implement script assisted updates



• Time consuming

• Boring

• A lonely task

• MAXIMUM EFFORT

Issues
Maintaining an index is hard



[[Wikipedia:Articles for deletion/Index of 
Abkhazia-related articles]], a discussion to 
delete 174 indexes

redundant and 
unmaintainable 
system of index 
articles



Pathway to create indexes on the fly

A quick guide



Download and setup script

Get a list of categories

Run script

Manual update

General steps
For initial run:



Download and setup script 

Prerequisites: NodeJS

Fork and clone https://github.com/robertsky/wikisglinks

In index.js:

Edit lines 75–78 to match to the head of current index article

Edit lines 95–102 to match to the end of the current index article

In terminal: npm ci



Add media (photo/video)
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Get a list of categories

In Wikipedia, go to the root category page, i.e. [[Category:Singapore]].

Open browser’s JavaScript console, type: 

jQuery('span.CategoryTreeToggle[data-ct-state="collapsed"]').click() 

until satisfied to open all categories in the category tree view.

Note that there may be recursive category branch(es) or unrelated 

categories

Copy the category tree into category-list.txt

The formatted list should have just the category names, and not with the 

numbers of sub-categories or pages.
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Run script

In terminal, run node index.js

Copy out the compiled text from pages3.txt into the index article.



Monitor changes in categories, i.e. with [[User:AlexNewArtBot/SingaporeSearchResult]]

Run script

General steps
For subsequent runs



What’s next?

• Collaborative web app with graphical process flow

• Templating the generated index output




