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The Commission of Pine Arts

Washington

February 2o, 1950

•

bear i r, Hoot:

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting today,

were pleased to inspect, the models of statuary by Leo Friedlander,

sculptor, for the entrance to the Arlington Memorial 3ridge, which

were placed on pedestals there to determine whether or not in

the opinion of the Commission the proposed bronze equestrians would

interfere with the viow of the Lincoln Memorial in crossing the

bridge from Virginia.

After careful inspection of the silhouettes, the

Commission were satisfied that the situation is not of such

importance as to require a lowering of the pedestal. In this

both Mr. Friedlander and Ir. James Fraser, sculptor of the

companion figures at the entrance to the hock Creek Parkway,

concurred, as well as Mr. Janes helium Smith, representing the

\
firm of McKirn, 1 ead and -hite, architects of the Arlington

Memorial Bridge. Certain suggestions were made relating to

inscriptions on the pedestals, which can be considered further

at some futuro time For the Coromission of Fine Arts

sincerely yours.

Gilmore
Chairman,

v (

Mr. Irving C. Root,
...uperintendent ,

Mational
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS

Held in New York City, April 4, 1950

The sixth meeting of the Commission of Fine Arts, during the fiscal

year 1950, was held in New York City on Tuesday, April 4, 1950 * The follow-

ing members were present:

Mr a Clarke, Chairman,
Mr. Finley,
Mr. Aldrich,
Mr* Reinhard,
Mr. Sterne,
Mr* Lawrie,

also H. P. Caemmerer, Secretary and

Administrative Officer.

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a»mu, at the studio of

Malvina Hoffman, sculptress, 157 East 35th Street*

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETING: The Minutes of the

meeting of the Commission of Fine Arts, held on February 20, 1950, were

approved*

2* PAINTING FOR THE MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERY AT

EPINAL, FRANCE: Mr. Eugene F. Savage, painter, submitted a mural painting

(displayed as a panoramic scale model) for the Museum of the World War II

Memorial at Epinal, France, William Adams Delano, Architect, who was also

present. The painting is to be 55 feet long and 14 feet high and portrays

the landing of the Seventh Army in Southern France and its march northeast-

ward to Germany* Mr* Savage explained the model. It is to be a ceramic

mosaic.

The Commission were well pleased with the painting and gave it

unanimous and final approval (Exhibit A)

.

3* SCULPTURED PANELS FOR WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL AT SPINAL, FRANCE:

Miss Malvina Hoffman, sculptress, submitted one-half sized models of her
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two bas-reliefs to flank the entrance of the World War II Memorial at Spinal,

France. In full size they will measure approximately 16’ x 18*. They had

been inspected several times in the progress of the work by members of the

Commission. One of the reliefs portrays soldiers going to battle; the other,

a scene indicative of Immortality.

The Commission were highly pleased with the models and complimented Miss

Hoffman on the excellence of the work. The Commission gave unanimous and

final approval to the models. (Sxhibit B).

Also, the Commission inspected and gave final approval to a model of an

angel, proposed for the wall back of the chapel altar; a Seal, indicative of

the Seal of the United States, to be placed over the entrance to the Museum;

a Seal over the entrance to the chapel, portraying religious symbolism; and

a model of an Eagle to be placed on the attic over the entrance to the

Memorial. (Exhibit B)

.

4* AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERY AT MANILA, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS: Mr. John

F. Harbeson, Consulting Architect of the American Battle Monuments Commission,

submitted a bird's eye perspective and other drawings by Gardner A. Dailey,

Architect, for the proposed World War II American Military Cemetery at Manila.

The design had been given study by the architect during several months past#

The cemetery is being developed at the Fort McKinley Reservation, south of

Manila.

The Cemetery will contain 21,000 graves; and a series of Stelae, 16

feet high, covered with a flat slab roof arranged in circular form somewhat

similar in plan and dimensions to the colonnade of the Piazza San Pietro in

Rome. For the names of 19,000 Unknown dead the Commission suggested that a

model be made of a stele, so as to make certain that the names at the top

will be legible.
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The Commission also considered a proposed 150* tower as shown in the

perspective. Mr. Harbeson said it is proposed to build it of exposed con-

crete; the Commission advised using stone for the exposed surfaces of the

tower. Mr. Harbeson mentioned the fact that there is good marble available

in the Philippine Islands,

The Cemetery will have crosses to mark Christian burials, the Star of

David to mark Jewish burials, and also markers for Buddhists and Mohammedans.

The Commission were satisfied with the general layout as shoivn in plan.

They urged that further study be given to the architectural elements and,

before another submission is made, that a model be prepared. (Exhibit C)«

5. SCULPTURE FOR THE AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERY AT SURESNES, FRANCE:

The Commission visited the studio of Mr. John Gregory, 65 West 56th Street,

and inspected a l/3 scale model of a female figure for the Shrine at Sures-

nes. Mr. Gregory said he had been giving it much study but felt he had

come to what seemed to him a satisfactory solution of the problem.

The Commission gave unanimous and final approval to the model (Exhibit D)

»

6, SCULPTURE FOR THE AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERY OF WORLD WAR II AT ANZIO,

ITALY: (a) The Commission visited the studio of Paul Manship, 319 East 72nd

Street, to inspect models by him for the World War II American Military

Cemetery at Anzio, Italy. Two high reliefs, presented at quarter scale,

portrayed, 1, Remembrance placing a wreath on a fallen soldier; and 2, a

soldier being elevated to Immortality. The panels wall be of stone and

carved in high relief.

The Commission inspected the models and gave them unanimous and final

approval. (Exhibit E)
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(b) Models of a soldier and sailor portraying Comradeship : Mr. Harbeson

said as to these models (which .are to be in bronze), by Mr. Manship, that the

American Battle Monuments Commission felt that the figure to typify the Navy

should have some mark of identification on it. The Commission of Fine Arts

concurred in this and gave final and unanimous approval to the models

(Exhibit E).

7. DESIGN FOR A MOSQUE: Mr. Martin J. VanCamfort, Architect, repre-

senting the firm of Irwin S. Porter & Sons, Architects, of Washington, sub-

mitted in their behalf a perspective and drawings of a design for a Mosque

to be built facing Massachusetts Avenue, Northwest, adjacent to the Rock

Creek Parkway, which is within the Shipstead-Luce Act area. Mr. VanCamfort

said that six Nations, particularly Egypt, are interested in this Mosque.

Elevation of the Mosque facing Massachusetts Avenue will be about 60’ high

and 150’ long; on the left will be a lecture room and library and on the

right of the building a large wash room. At the rear will be the Mosque

proper, a room 60 feet square* There will be a minaret 150 feet high.

The Commission inspected the design and approved it, with the under-

standing that the design will be submitted to the Inspector of Buildings

of the District of Columbia and will be submitted to the Commission of

Fine Arts in due time in accordance with the requirements of the Shipstead-

Luce Act Regulations.

8. SCULPTURE FOR THE NEW FEDERAL COURT HOUSE: The Commission visited

the studio of Mr. Sidney Waugh, sculptor, 101 Park Avenue, and inspected

four 4-1/2 foot models (full size) of his proposed sculpture of four great

law-givers 'Hammurabi, Moses', Solon, and Justinian, to be placed on the

wall of a Court Room of the new Federal Court House which is being built at
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Third Street and Constitution Avenue, Northwest. The figures will be placed

on a wall 14 feet from the floor.

The Commission inspected the models. Mr. Lawrie felt the head of Moses

was a little smaller in scale than that of Hammurabi, for example, and Mr*

Waugh said he would give this further study.

The Commission, after consideration, gave final and unanimous approval

to the four models (Exhibit F)*

9. SCULPTURE FOR THE ENTRANCE TO THE COURT HOUSE: Mr. C. Paul Jennewein,

sculptor, submitted a model in the form of a triangular stele jeibc*Bt 23 feet

high to be placed at the entrance to the new Federal Court House®

Mr. Jennewein explained the model, stating that two sides will have

portrayed in bas-relief five scenes each to illustrate the Ten Amendments

of the Constitution; as, for example, freedom of speech, freedom of religion,

etc*® On the third side of the monument it was proposed to show the Bill of

Eights; but Mr. Jennevein said the suggestion has also been made to have on

that side an indication of the Seal of the United States and the Prearable of

the Constitution of the United States, and this the Commission of Fine Arts

preferred to the Bill of Rights, as it avoids duplication to a certain extent

since the principles set forth in the Bill of Rights are embodied in the Ten

Amendments.

The Commission gave final and unanimous approval to the model, with the

understanding that the monument will show on the third side an indication of

the Seal of the United States with the Preamble to the Constitution of the

United States under it. The monument is to be of granite with a honed sur-

face (Exhibit F).

10. SCULPTURE FOR THE GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE BUILDING: Mr. Joseph

Kiselewski, sculptor, submitted photographs of his panel to flank the left
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side of the G Street entrance to the new General Accounting Office Building,

which is being built at Fifth and G Streets, N. W.. It portrayed industry,

and professions such as education and medicine.

The Commission gave unanimous and final approval to the model, based

on the photographs submitted (Exhibit G)

.

11. SCULPTURE FOR THE H STREET SIDS OF THE GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

BUILDING: Mr. Lee Lawrie, sculptor, submitted photographs of his model for

panels to flank the entrance to the H Street side of the General Accounting

Office Building. One of these typified Exchange and Trade; and the other

Industry, Security of the Family, Religion, Education, Science.

The Commission gave unanimous and final approval to the panels, based

on the photographs submitted (Exhibit G)

.

12 o BAS RELIEFS FOR COURT HOUSE: Mr. Walker Hancock, sculptor, sub-

mitted sketch drawings for a Bas Relief for the new Court House. Of several

designs submitted, the Commission favored one showing a young man kneeling

at the side of Justice. No final decision was reached. Mr. Walker said the

subject is to be considered further with a Committee or Judges of the Court®

13 » CLEVELAND PARK BRANCH LIBRARY: The Secretary presented a letter of

protest from the Connecticut Avenue Citizens Association (Exhibit H) against

the design which was approved by the Commission of Fine Arts at a meeting

held January 6, 1950.

The Chairman stated in behalf of the Commission of Fine Arts that the

Commission has no authority concerning building programs, that is, the ex-

tent of facilities to be provided in buildings such as schools, libraries

and the like; that the Commission passes upon designs as submitted.

The problem is one to be taken up with the Board of Commissioners of

the District of Columbia and with the Board of Library Trustees, and the
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Connecticut Avenue Citizens Association was advised accordingly (Exhibit H-l)o

14. NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS: The Commission decided

to hold their next meeting in Washington on Wednesday, May 17, 1950. This will

mark to a day the Fortieth Anniversary of the Establishment of the Commission

of Fine Arts by Congress on May 17, 1910.

It was suggested by Mr. Finley that on the evening of May 17th a special

meeting be held at the Departmental Auditorium, on Constitution Avenue between

Twelfth and Fourteenth Streets, to be devoted to a consideration of the Plan

of Washington and related problems. Members of Congress and officials of the

Government in particular would be invited. The National Capital Sesquicenten-

nial Commission has made #5*000 available for the preparation of a Moving

Picture Film on the City of Washington, which is to be shown that evening.

The meeting would be similar to one held in 1929 in the interests of the

Public Buildings Program which was under way at that time.

Mr. Finley said the meeting should be one of the events of the National

Capital Sesquicentennial Commission and that they should be the host since

they made the fund for the film available; and have charge of the program in

cooperation with the Commission of Fine Arts and the National Capital Park

and Planning Commission.

The matter is receiving the attention of the National Capital Sesqui-

centennial Commission, and the Commission of Fine Arts is to be advised

soon regarding the program.

The Commission adjourned at 4:30 p»m. The Commission were the guests

of Chairman Clarke for luncheon at the Century Club.
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COP:.

April 6, 1950

Dear General North:

The Commission of Fine Arts,, at their meeting in

New York City on April 4, 1950, had submitted to them a

mural painting by Eugene F. Savage, painter, for the World

War II Memorial at Epinal, Francs*

The Commission were well pleased with the painting

and gave it unanimous and final approval*

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

Gilmore D„ Clarke,
Chairman

.

Brigadier General Thomas North, Secretary,
The American Battle Monuments Commission,
Yfeshington, Do C«

Exhibit A
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April 6, 1950

Dear General North:

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on

April 4, 1950, in New York City, inspected the one-half

size models for two large reliefs to flank the entrance

of the World War II War Memorial at Epinal, France, by

and at the studio of the sculptress, Malvina Hoffman*

The Commission were highly pleased with the models

and unanimously gave them final approvals

Also the Commission gave final approval to models

by Miss Hoffman of an (a) Angel: (b) a Seal indicative

of the Seal of the United States j (c) a Seal portraying

religious symbolism^ end (d) a model of an eagle which will

be placed over the entrance to the Memorial*

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

Gilmore D. Clarke,
Chairman.

Brigadier General Thomas North, Secretary,
The American Battle Monuments Commission,
Washington, D. C»

Exhibit



0 liiqjk

idcHoSl Is*x®n©9 vseQ

cio ^rx.tfoxa -’Isrlv .ta ^siriA ©nri lo moiasicKoO ©dT

- i . X t d £ G -o: '.:. w©M ai ,0<*$£ IX’xq

A

*oj

-

coovd.o add- d.asl'1 oa pdaxle-i ag-isl owi 10I si&ham ©sis

, t i O. - *1 5X1. is ' -.
: i i

' ; S bl^ol s To

, ojdciod .iiaivIaiX
(
.S3©*sd

,c:la©8 ©rid to ojLbuda ©rid ;te b.as

eloboxa ©rid rtdlw bssaslq .>£.dgii sa©w noies-bamoO eriT

.lav-cn.-qs .Uajft cssrid ®v»£ ^fewomtaatr bus

gle a od I < s lani! sweg aoiBsixtisoO ©rid

ov ioooxbf’i Xss©£ s (a) jlsgail (a) gs to nmlloH saxM^d

jtiXysrtiiciq la©2 a (o) ;s©dsd-& bsdinU ©rid- lo IsaS ©rid- lo

111 . ToTrio ©Xga© i-ia lo labors a (b) bm imtii£odtt£e aeolgiXe'x

, ( d ©rid-, '-•. ei - fed

tad-'iA ©atx'i lo aoiaaxfaasoO ©rid- 'to’i

1
3'xf/o--.’; vlooteonlc’

tQ7te&10 . T 9'lOfflXxD

. n&mxsriv

,
:;

t { ; . .
§1

4 noisB.aiifKoC zinernsnolli &£iisB. nsoisieLUi eriT

,, v t33odgriXri

iidirfeS



April 10, 1950

Dear General North:

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting in New
York City on April 4, 1950, had submitted to them by your con-
sulting Architect, Mr. John F« Harbeson, a birds-eye perspective
and other drawings by Gardner A. Dailey, Architect, for the
proposed World War II American 'Military Cemetery at Manila,
Philippine Islands. The Commission gave them careful consider-
ation and indicated that the general plan for the Cemetery is

satisfactory.

The Commission were informed that 19,000 names of
Unknown Dead are to be carved on stone stelae 16 feet high
which are proposed to be connected by a flat concrete slab to
form a roof. It was also noted that the proposed 150-foot tower
is proposed tc be of exposed concrete. The Commission are of
the opinion that concrete is not a satisfactory material for a

memorial of such great importance and they urge the use of an
appropriate stone for the exposed surfaces of the tower.

The Commission are satisfied with the general layout
as shown in plan. They urge that further study be given to the
architectural elements and, before another submission is made,
that a model be prepared.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours.

Gilmore D. Clarke,
Chairman

.

Brig. General Thomas North, Secretary,
The American Battle Monunents Commission,
Washington, D. C.

Exhibit C
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COPY

April 10, 1950

Dear General North:

The Commission of Pine Arts, at their meeting in

New York City on April k, 1950, inspected a model by

John Gregory, sculptor, at his studio* It portrays a

female figure (one-third scale) to be carved in marble

for the Shrine at Suresnes, France,

The Commission were impressed with the dignity

and the beauty of the figure and gave unanimous and

final approval to the model.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours.

Gilmore D a Clarke,
Chairman*

Brigadier General Thomas North,
Secretary,

£he American Battle Monuments Commission,
Washington, D, C*

Exhibit D
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April 10, 1950

Dear General North:

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting in New York City-

on April 4, 1950, inspected models by and at the studio of Paul Man-
ship, sculptor, for —

The World War II War Memorial at Anzio, Italy:

(a) Two high reliefs at one-quarter scale, one
representing Remembrance placing a wreath
on the grave of a soldier; the other, a

soldier being elevated to Immortality;

(b) Two male figures in a single composition
representing the Army and the Navy, symbolic
of Comradeship.

The Commission gave unanimous and final approval to these models.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

Gilmore D, Clarke,
Chairman

Brig. Gen. Thomas North
Secretary
The American Battle Monuments Commission
Washington, D « C.

Exhibit E



t 01 LbiqA

s rfJ-ioM Is*T6nsD *xaaG

Tjdi:0 ^noY weM ns igotoo©:.-; i lerid ,ts aru'f lo noiasiftMoO ©ri?

-fisM feaqsfll t0^X cd Xx*xqA no
— ioi ^xodqljjos tqirie

iqLsdx d£ XsiioirtsM *xsV 'll tmjw blioi: eriT

©no t
ol&oa *xed'Lonp~sno da alaiis'i rigid owT (a)

rid© .'T? o '.cji :I»aIq sofiB-rdstaaieH gnxdfiaea’jqf'x

c ^-isd-to ©rid |*x»iMoa /s to ©yarcg ©rid no

^dxlBdxortnxr oj Joedxvele gniari taibloe

nolcJlecqmoo ©Ignie a nx. 8©*stJgxl ©lam owT (d)

oilocbpis pnrxri ©rid bm ^nii arid gaidxioeaiq©*!

*qli'8Sa).smoD lo

,el«

:8d‘xA g'nid lo aoiaaxmmoD ©rid ioE

t annc>x yle^ioofixd

*

nxxuxlsriO

rid*xot'I astsoriT ,neD *gii$
^I'sdsxooS

npxssJtaoO adns/nsaoSi' ©Iddstl oeoi'xsmA ©riT

,0 *ii t0odgfliriss'd

5 dxcflrbcS



COPY

April 10, 1950

Dear Mr* Thorn:

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting in New York City

on April 4, 1950, inspected the full-sized models by Sidney Waugh,

sculptor, of the four law-givers Hammurabi, Moses, Solon, and Jus-

tinian, to be placed in a court room of the new Federal Court House

which is being built at Third Street and Constitution Avenue.

The Commission gave unanimous and final approval to the models.

Also, the Commission inspected a moael of a triangular monument

by C. Paul Jennewein, sculptor, to be 23 feet high, proposed for

erection at the entrance to the Federal Court House, facing Con-

stitution Avenue. Mr. Jennewein explained the model, pointing out

that it is proposed to have ten scenes in high relief illustrative

of the Ten amendments for two sides of the monument. For the third

side, Mr. Jennewein stated that he was considering the Bill of

Rights or the Preamble of the Constitution of the United States.

The Commission gave unanimous and final approval to the model,

with the understanding that the Preamble to the Constitution be

shown on the third side of the monument, with an indication of the

Seal of The United States above it.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

Gilmore D. Clarke,
Honorable Allan 3. Thorn, Chairman.
Supervising Architect,
Public Bldgs. Administration,
General Services,
Washington, D. C.

Exhibit F
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April 10, 1950

Dear Mr, Thorn:

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on April 4,

1950, in New York City, considered photographs of a model by

Joseph Kiselewski, sculptor, for a sculptured panel at the left

of the entrance to the General Accounting Office Building, facing

G Street, Northwest, between Fourth and Fifth Streets,

The Commission gave unanimous and final approval to the

model, based on the photographs submitted.

Also, the Commission considered photographs of a model

by Lee Lawrie, sculptor, for a sculptured panel at the north

entrance to the General Accounting Office Building, facing H

Street, N. W.

The Commission gave unanimous and final approval to

the model, based on the photographs submitted.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

Gilmore D, Clarke,
Chairman.

Honorable Allen S, Thorn,
Supervising Architect,
Public Bldgs. Administration,
General Services,
Washington, D, C.

Exhibit



*01 Xxma

i

t
' ' nc %o£ds::oi •ixsrij j.s e&ll lo ijoieaxmraoO »dT

L£ .

• -• fosi^bxenoo wioY mU j *

jlsx e 1j do l3i’ii?.q fcawdqlyoa *ibl t*iodqIsx&a ^i^sweXsaxI dqssoT>

•*n±oe± t
x-ij:;

:

u-a/9 so±1X0 grxxtrrtfoooA XsisnoD sal od ©oimdiie add io

. • nedwidi .jsswiij'xol 0

»dd o± XBir&^qqB Isnil bus adoamsfitr ev.sg nolaeMimoO ariT

b&jjix oriqB^odoilq ©rid x»-> boejsd *X6bom

.,
. :o .- i - - - ' c

rliaba snd ds Isrcsq fee^xttfqltfoa js *iol t *xodqXif08 ^sjtefsl ©&X

H gxixssl <§fi.LbX±x,
rfi ©0x11:0 gnxjnivoooA I&ioaaO ©rid od soxisadiss

*
;

* : td :?•'.••<
..

od Xsvo'iqqs Lsnil fens swo.oi±xuBntr ©v®g aoissxffaaoO sdT

T gia.+.j meltm Bdq£'£%Q$otfc sdd no beescf tI©boiS odd

tsd-ix sni’? lo nois-eiimadO eiii
/

tzisjQX vIe'i£-oal :5

8
'

'

ti
-

.xs&ss'sx&LiO

4
•:. '0 n ©X 1

t do adxrio
,x& gat:s3rriaqi?8

t s©o± v'-oo Z&rto.aeQ

*j cxiod§fl±ri88V>
:

0 dddidxE



CONNECTICUT AVENUE CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

Washington 8, D, C#

March 27, 1950

Mr# H# P, Caemmerer,
Secretary, Fine Arts Commission
Interior Department Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Caeramerer:

Having checked with your office* the officers of the Connecticut Avenue
Citizens Association, a group of some fourteen hundred fine tax-paying* home-
loving citizens of the Cleveland Park Area* were much disturbed to learn that the
Fine Arts Commission have approved the new plans recently drawn by the Municipal
Architect of the District of Columbia for the proposed Cleveland Park Branch
Library building* On reflection, we are sure that this action was taken without
full knowledge of the facts, which are here set out*

Several years ago the Connecticut Avenue Citizens Association and the
Cleveland Park Communit;^ Committee, acting together, raised thirty thousand
dollars to be used towards the purchase of the lot at the comer of Macomb and
Newark Streets and Connecticut Avenue, on which the proposed branch library
building was to be erected. This money was raised by volunteer workers who made
a house to house canvass in the interest of the fund 3 There were subscriptions
as low as one dollar, many of five dollars, and some of larger amounts. The

merchants in the Uptown Area gave liberally to it# The sum raised was a com-

munity contribution, and every dollar solicited was given with the understanding
that the proposed building would not only be a library but a community building,,

in which would be housed certain existing community activities,

When the Connecticut Avenue Citizens Association turned the thirty
thousand dollars over to the District Commissioners it was accepted with the

distinct understanding on the part of the Commissioners that in exchange for

it the Cleveland Park area was to get a community building as well as a lib-
rary building#

The original plans, approved by your honorable body, and three times

approved by the District Commissioners, and the sura of <#550,000 placed in the
budget for its construction, provided rooms for community activities, also an

auditorium and meeting rooms, in addition to the regular library services.

Three times the Congress removed from the budget the appropriation
for this community and library building, snd the 1950 budget sent to the Cong-
ress has no provision for the building. Since it went to the Congress, the

Municipal Architect, acting under instructions, has drawn plans for a small

library building, with no provision for any community activities* These plans

have been approved by the District Commissioners, by the Board of Library Trus-
tees, and by the Fine Arts Commission,

Our Association has gone on record a.s declaring that this change in-

plans is a breach of promise not to say of contract on the part of the District

Commissioners# Would your Commission have approved the new plans if they had

had these facts before them?

The courtesy of a reply will bo much appreciated#
Yours very truly,

Sig, Canson Purcell, President

conn# **4
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April k, 1950

3*C*P*X

Dear Sir:

lour letter of March 27th, concerning the design for
the Cleveland Park Branch Library Building, has been received.

A design for this building was submitted, to this Com-
mission by the Municipal Architect of the District of Columbia
at a meeting of the Commission of Fine Arts held ori January 6,

1950 a The Commission have no authority concerning building
programs, that is, the extent of facilities to be provided in
buildings such as schools, libraries, and the like. We are

only authorized by lav; to pass upon the architectural treat-
ment of buildings submitted to us based upon programs prepared
by other agencies of the Government,

I suggest that you take this matter up with the Board
of Commissioners of the District of Columbia and with the
Board of Library Trustees! these agencies are, in these cir-
cumstances, the appropriate authorities to approach with your
problem.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Very truly yours,

Gilmore D, Clarks
Chairman

lire Ganson Purcell, President
Connecticut Avenue Citizens Association
3501 Macomb Street, N« V»*

Washington, D a C«
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