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Oral Statement Handed by the Secretary of State to the
Japanese Ambassador (Nomura)on Novembor 12, 1941

It will be recalled that the documents communicated by the
Japanese Ambassador to the President of the United States on
August 28, 1941 contained a statement of the position of the
Japanese Government in regard to its desire and intention to pur-
Bue peaceful courses. That position was sat forth in excerpts
taken from those documents as follows:

"« « oJapan 1s solicitous for the maintenance of the peace of
the Pacific and the peace of the world and she desires therefore
to improve Japanese-American relations. . "

"e + «In consequence, the Japanese Government welcomes the
invitation by the Government of the United States to an exchange
of views in regard to basic policies and attitudes as the - =g
tilon of an understanding that will condition lasting and e- -uzive
peace 1in the Pacific area. For such peace, the Governmen! .
Japan 1s ready: for such a united effort toward a peacet ! settle-
ment covering the entire Pacific situation the Government o7r Japan,
like the Government of the Unitead States, would be proud to make
sacrifices. . ."

With reference to the stationing of Japanese troops in Indo-
china, it was stated:

"e + .the Japanese Government has no intention of threatening
thereby other countries.

"Therefore, the Japanese Government 1s prepared to with.raw
its troops from Indoehina as soon as the China Incident is settled
or a just peace 1s established in East Asia,

"Furthermore, in order to remove all posslble dovbt in this
regard, the Japanese Government reaffirms herewith i:- r31teated
declaration that 1its present action in Indoohine i1s r~tv 1 PG -
paratory step for military advance into nelghboring territories.™

The statement was made specifically applicable to Thailand as
follows:

"The Japanese Government believes the above pledge will suffice
to clarify also Japan's intentions toward Thailand."

Speciflec reference was also made to the Soviet Union by the
~Japanese Government as follows:

the Japanese Government
1litary action as long
Sovict-Japansse nou-
menace Japan or Manchoukuo or take any
action contrary to the spirit of the sald treaty. . .M

There was also a comprehensive statcment, as follows:

With reference to the general program in view, 1t was statecd:
"+ « «such discussions would naturally envisage the working
out of' a progressive program, obtailnable by peaceful methods.
Japancse Government shares fully that view with the Government of
the Unlted States.
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e « oRegarding

tall by the American G ged in the informal

uting a program for the Pacifie area, the
Japanese Government wishes to state that it considers these prin-

ciples and the practical application thereof, in the friendliest
manner posslible, are the prime requisites of a true peace and
should be applied not only in the Pacific area but throughout the

entire world. Such a program has long been desired and sought by
Japan itself. . ."

In as much as subsequent to the glving by the Japanecse Govern
ment of the foregoing statement of 1ts position a new cabinet has
come Into office in Japan, this Governme
be helpful, in order to avoid the possib ¥y of any misunderstande
ing, if the Japanese Government could at this time confirm that
tho position of the Japanese Government has not changed.

This Government, in 1ts statement to the Japanese Government
of October 2. 19&1, pointed out that, although we were gratified
to receive the statement of the position of the Japanese Governe
ment, we found it difficult to understand the need for the SUCRE B
fication by the Japanese Government of its statements of peea3ful
intent with what would seem Lo be unnecessary cualifyirg vhrases.
We had 1n mind such phrascs as:

"As long as the Soviet Union remains falthful to the Scvicte
Japanese neutrality treaty and does not mensce Japan or Iz - hnukuo
or take any action contrary to the spirit of the said treaty."

"Without provocation."
"Without any justifiable reason,"

On October 13 the Japanese Minister, in a conversation with
the Under Secretary of State, said that such qualifications were
the result of unfortunate phraseology and that the Japansse Governe
ment woald be willing to omit them. As this convernatiorn teok
Place beiore the present Japanese Cabinet came ‘into oETice. 1t 1a

-

beliesvsl that it would be helpful if the position of +t.e 'spanese
GO??fiT%Qt on this voint could be clarified and the staicment of

the c¢aparese Minister be conf irmed.

The foregoing observations are not directed to the new proposals
put forward by the J: assador on November 7 and November
10, tat are set forth merely in an effort to make abundantly clear
the tasis on which we are proceeding in order that there may be
avolded any misunderstanding on the part either of the Japanese

T .

rment or of this Government. It has not been and is not the
o¢s of this Government to enter needlessly into a discusrion

While presenting these preliminary observations toe
ward cnsuring a common understanding, this Government wWlll eXxpcet

-

nsideration of the latest




