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AFFIDAVIT -

T3 Jaseph..‘G,'-Gréw, bmng first duly. sworn, make oath and say that
on December 24, 1937 » Mr. Kcki Hirota, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of
_Japan, asked me to call on him-apd he handed me the Japangse note replying
to our note concernlng the sinking of the U,S,S, PANAY. Thec Minister said
that only a resume of the Japancse note would be published in Japan om.ng
to the effeet vhich it might create in connection with the currcnt
hostilities, but that. the Japamse Government has no ob‘jection _to*t.he
immediate Dubllcatlan of the full tc:xt in the United States.

In handlng ms the note the Minister sald that the Govmmnt is
taking every step to mect the desires of the American Government and that
the strictest orders in this connection have been issued to the allitary crrl
naval forces. He said thet the recall of Admiral Hitsunami as the officcr
rcsponsible for the incident was extremely severe punishment because it

implics disgracc and the fzct that he is no longer competent to command "on

the field of battle." The Minister furthermore-gave me in strict confidence
a list of cleven naval officcrs zzainst whom measures have been taken in
accordance with law,

I said to the Minister that I would scnd him the findings and report

of the ‘merican Naval Court cf Inquiry as soon as received, I expressed

appreciation of the dircet reperts made to me by naval and military officers

last night and rcpeated part of the rcomarks made to them in my final statement,

esjaccially with regard to the dangers of another incident analagous to that




;
?

W : _I'.I{- = ale

Defense Document-2790-F- - %0 _ o _ 7 0GR

—_—
L -

of the PANAY, Hirota said rather sadly: "I am having a very difficult time,
Things happen unexpectedly." He did not claborate this remark, I gathered
that it was his earnest hope thatk his present note would serve toward scttling

thc incident. I said that I would cable the note immediately to my Government,

Signed) Joseph C. Grew . .
Joseph C. Grew

Washington, D, C.

October 15, 1947

SIORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFCRE ME, A NOTARY TUBLIC FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

THIS 17th. DAY OF OCTOBER, 1947. -

(SEAL)

 ‘Martha H. Wilhclm

My Commission Expires Sept. 1, 1951
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