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Date: October 1946 Original (x) Copy ( ) Language:
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Has it been translated? Yes ( ) No (x)
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LOCATION OF ORIGINAL
Document Division
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: WAKAMATSU, Tadakazu

PERSONS IMPLICATED: GSUGIYAMA, Gen; TOJO, Hideki; KIMURA,
Heitaro

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPFLICABLE: Violation POW
Convention

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS

WAKAMATSU, who was head of the Third Section of the
General Staff tcovoring transportation and communications)
places responsibility for the decision to use POWs in the
consiruction of the Burma-Thailand (Siam) .Railway on the
then Chief of Staff, General SUGIYAMA, Gen, the Minister of
War, TOJO, and the Vice-Minister, KIMURA, Hel taro, the latter,
however, only in his official capacity.

WAKAMATSU further states that he made an inspection trip
in August ',3, observing the disease among the POWs and
unsatisfactory provisions for their feeding. These facts
were orally reported to SUGUYAMA, and recommended a two-
monthdd extension of the deadline for completion of the job.
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INTERMATIONAL MILIT:RY TRIBUNAL FOR TFE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al.

-  AGAINST - LEEFI DAY 3T

T Nt N’ i

ARAKI, SADAO, et al.

I, WAKAUATSU, Taedakazu, do swear on my consclence that the
following 1s true:

On December 8, 1941 I wae the head of the General Affalres
Sectinn of the Genersl Steff. I continued as such until Dscenber,
1942, when I was appuinted head ot the ™i<d Section of the General
Staff, the functions of which were transportetion end communicebions,
snd I served as such until October, 1943. During the summer of 1942
the decision to comgtiuct the Surms-Ulam Hallrcaa was meée by the
Imperial Geueranl Headquarters in resnonse tc a request frou the
Southern sArmnye. There were three purpoees fcr the conetruciion of this i
reilroed, (i) to have overland communlcation between Siem snd Purms,
(2) to provids s necensary cupply 1ine for the Japanese ermies oper-—
atinz in Buwrne, and (3) the explaitation of tungeten deposlts along
the route, which were nemeded in runitions menufacture.

Submerine and alr attacks hed mads weter communicetlon
very difficult end there were no other means of commanicabtion be—
tween Siem and Burma. The decision to use prleoner of war iabor
on this railrosd wes made by the Chief of Staff, SUGIYAMA; the
Minister of Wer, TOJO; and the Vice-lMinister of Wrr KIMUEA, (the
lest nemed through his official positlon, though not baslcally res-
ponsible), -

I made one inspectilon of the Surma—ilam arTea ebout tre end
of July or the teginniug of Augusi, 194%, I visited Rangoon, Bangkrk,
| and o portlon of the rellrozd frnu the &4am ends I{ was during the
- | rainy seeson and the work was not progressing satisfactorily. I made
this inspectlon tecause 1 hird been receiving reporte from iime to
time which ehowed that orogress of the vork wes nob gatisfactory.
The reports also contained infcrmetilon {hat {the physicel condition
of the prisoners of war working on the railroed was pocr, ent thet
the deaih rete was very high. I hed heard th:t choiera was epldemlc
and that ceused me conaidereble worry. I observed the Icberers of
worlk on the railrcad end saw meny caees of CQysentery and Dberi-beri
amonget them. I also iuepected the feeding of the prisoners of wer,
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end i% was nct satisfactory, the quantity and quality beinz below tha rn-
quired standard. I orally reported the results ¢f my inspection to tic
Chief of Staff, General SUGIYAML and the Vice Chief of Staff, Lt. General
HATA, in Tokyo, and recommended a two monthe' extension of the deadline
for the completion of the reilroed. The criginel plen of the rosd had
called for corpletion date as of December, 1043, and during March 1943,
orders were given by the Chief of Steff to complete the rozd over a higher
greding, doing eway with cuts, which would be less useful but which would
result in the road being completed by August, 1943. I recommended, after
having teken this trip, th-%t a two monthe' extension to October be grented,
Upon my return to Tokyo, I recommended that Major Gensral ISHIDA, Eiguma
be nlaced 1n charge of the rallway constructlon outtit, as I considered
that he knew railwey construction, and ves thoroughly femiliar with the
rear ecaelon function of supply.

Many deaths of prisoners of wer resulted from the building of thie
road. The causes were epldemic diseases and unfavorable weather. The
construction outfit cid not have a proper commissary service, There wore
not enough trucks, and the truck roed which was built in April parallel
to the rallroad, suffered bridze wash-oute &nd could not be used for some
time. It wes intended to De used during the rainy season, but this
proved to be difficult and prisoners and other workers had a very diffi-
cult time as a result. ZITecause there were not cnough trucks, it wss
thought necessary to employ more personnel, and because more versonnel
were employcd, the food situation became more difficult. I recommendcd
to the Commender of the Southern 4Army that more trucks be used and fewer
men.

Sworn to &and subscribed before me at Tokyo, [54 T. WAKAMATSU
adekazu WAXAMATSU
Japan this_J3lst day of October , 1946,

[s/ Zric W. Fleisher 2nd Lt, AUSMI
Investigator 1IFS

CERTLIFICATE

I, Eric W. 2lecisher , hereby certify that I em fully conversant
with the Jemanesc and fnglish lengus.es and thet I truly end correctly
trenslated from English into Japanese and from Jepanese into -nglish the
oeth administered to WAHAMATSU, Tadekazu, the nature and purnose of
which oeth was fully understood by the said affiant.

/a/ Zric W. Floisher
ond Lt. AUSMI
Investigator 1IPS
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