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CABBAGES AND KINGS

CHAPTER XII
SHOES

“Same old thing!"” he complained. “Fool people writing
for information about the country. They want to know
all about: raising froit, and how to make a fortune without
wark. Half of "em don’ even send stamps for a reply.
They think a consal hasn’t anything to do but write letters.
Slis those envelopes for me, old man, and see what they
want. I'm feeling too rocky! to move.”

Keogh, acclimated® beyond all possibility of ill-humour,
drew his chair to the table with smiling compliance on his
rose-pink countenance, and began to elit open the letters.
Four of them were from citizens in various parts of the
Thited States who seemed to regard the consul at Coralio
as a cyclopadia of information. They asked long lists of
questions, numerically ammged, about the climate, _pro-
ducts, possibilities, laws, bust ), d
of the country in which the consul had the honour of repre-
senting his own government.

“Write ‘em, please, Billy,” said that inert official, “fust
a line, referring them to the latest consular report. Tell
’em the State Department will be delighted to furnish the
literary goms. Sign my nsme. Don’t let your pen
scrateh, Billy; itll keep me awake.”

“Don’t snore,” said Keogh, amiably, “and I'll do your
wark for you. You need a corps of assistants, anyhow.

1rocky, 5K #F 33 “acclimated, B 7k &, B
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OAGBAGES AND XINGS

Don’t see how you ever get out a report. Wake up a
minutel—here’s one more letter—it’s from your own town,
too~—Dalesburg.”

“That sol” 4 Johpny showing a mnild and
obligatory interest. “‘What’s it about?”

“Postmaster writes,” explained Keogh. “Says a citizen
of the town wants some facts and advice from you. Says
the citizen has an ides in his head of coming down where
you are and opening a shoe store. Wanis to kmow if you
think the business would pay. Says he’s heard of the
‘boom along this coast, and wants to get in on the ground
fioor.”

In spite of the heat and his had temper, Johnny’s ham-
mock swayed with his laught Keogh laughed foo; and
the pet monkey on the top shelf of the bookease chattered
in shrill sympathy with the ironical reception of the letter
from Dalesburg.

“Great bunions!™® exclaimed the consul. “Shoe storel
What'll they ask about next, I wonder? Overcoat factory,
T reckon. Say, Billy—of our 3,000 citizens, how many do
you suppose ever had up a pair of shoes?"”

Keogh reflected judicially.

“Let’s see—there's you and me and—"*

‘Not me,” said Johnny, promptly and incorrectly,
holding up & foot encased in a disreputable deerskin zapato.
“I haven't been & victim to shoes in months,”

“But you've got 'em, though,” went on Keogh. “And
there’s Goodwin and Blanchard and Geddie and old Lutz
and Doc Gregg and that Italian that’s agent for the banana
company, and there’s old Delgado—no; he wears sandals,

Vbunions, B3 ¢ B I



B ER & X

E—fgd R R —BF—HRd—RE
IR AT BT ——TEKBIFE (Dalesburg) 2¢84,3
FRZEF—HMIRAA MR A 2ER, WERETY, TR
EEPERERAT L MR A RN, (R B R, AR
R R, RS SR R IR R R
TR FETOA, [ — BN RS IR AR B T U BRAR
EIREE (ST R B R — B R AR,
BT R RAK D

REFERMEE, B MR ERTAT, R TEX
BIEE, R R AN, LB BN R BB R. HfR
RS IR EAEN RIET- VR, B R
A BCRSEH R,

TR, T R4S T IR IR e B4 | FIRERR
REREATRORA BRI R REBSREE, R
I, RPBIF =T A, FRBESFEAOUF S

BgRIB AL,

IRMEA-—RREEEN, REHHEN—I]

F A~ T — SR IET A NS BB, BRI,

I RAFSE ARG B ME st
.

BIFREETIY, TR SERSFRAIH ERL
(Goodwin) S 7§ & (Blanchard) Bk (Geddie) 55
ek (Lutz) Uk Ak (Gregg) B, AE FHAF
REOFRAFN, BHEBRNE (Delgado)—FE
B, TR SRR e (YT U T IFBE AR REBON B
)




CABBAGES AXD KINGS

“*Bout right,” agreed the consul. “Net over twenty
‘out of the three thousand ever felt leather on their walking
arrangements. Oh, yes; Coralio is just the town for an
enterprising shoe store—that doesn’s want to part with its
goods, Wonder if old Patterson is trying to jolly me! He
always was full of things he called jokes. Write him a
Jetter, Billy. I'lldictate it. We'll jolly him back a few.”

Keogh dipped his pen, and wrote at Johnny's dictation.
With many pauses, filled in with smoke and sundry trav-
ellings of the bottle and glasses, the following reply to
the Dalesburg communication was perpetrated:

Aig. OBavra® PaTTERSON,
Dalesburg, Ala.

Dear Sir: In reply to your favour of July 2d, I have
the honour to inform you that, sccording to my opinion,
there is no place on the habitable globe that presents to
the eye stronger evidence of the need of a, first-class shoe
store than does the town of Coralio. There are 3,000
inhebitants in the place, and not & single shoe store!
Tha sxtuu,tmn speaks for itself. Thxs coast iz rapidly

g the goal of st i men, but the
shoe husmess is one that has been sadly overlooked or
neglected. In fact, there are a considerable number of our
eitizens actually without shoes at present.

Besides the want above mentioned, there is also a crying
need for a brewery, & college of higher mathematics, a coal
yard, and a clean and intellectual Punch and Judy show.
1 have the honour to be, sir,

Your Obt. Servant,
Jorx DE GRAFFENREID ATWOOD,
U. 8. Consul at Coralio.
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CABBAGES AND KINGS

PS.—Hello! Uncle Obadizh. How's the old burg
racking along? What would the government do with-
out you and me? . Look out for a green-headed parrot and
& bunch of bananas scon, from your old friend

Jomxxy,

“I throw in that postscript,” explained the consul, “so
Tncle Obadish won't take offence at the official tone of
the letter! Now, Billy, you get that correspondence fixed
up, and send Pancho to the post-office with it. The
Ariadne takes the mail ont to-morrow if they make up
that Ioad of fruit to-day.”

The night programme in Coralio never varied. The
recreations of the people were soporific and flat. They
wandered about, barefoot and aimless, spesking lowly and
smoking cigar or cigarette. Looking down on the dimly
lighted ways one seemed to see a threading maze of brunette
ghosts tangled with a procession of insane fireflics. In
some houses the thramming of lugubrious guitars added
to the depression of the iriste night., Giant tree-frogs
rattled in the foliage as loudly as the end man's “bones™?
in o minstrel froupe. By nine o'clock the streets were
almost deserted.

Nor at the consulate was there often a change of bill.
Keogh would come there nightly, for Coralio’s one cool
place was the little seaward porch of that official residence.

The brandy would be kept moving; and before midnight
sentiment would begin to stir in the heart of the self-
exiled consul. Then he would relate to Keogh the story
of his ended romance. Each night Eeogh would listen
patiently to the tale, and be ready with untiring sympathy.

1bones, % 3X.
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CABBAGES 4ND KINGS

“Bot don’t you think for = minute”—thus Johnny
would always contlude his woefol narretive—"that I'm
grieving sbount that girl, Billy. I've forgotten her. She
never enters my mind. If she were to enter that door
right now, my pulse wouldn’t gain & beat. That’s all over
long ago.”

“Don’t I lmow it?"* Keogh would answer. “Of course
you've forgotten her. Proper thing to do. Wasn’t guite
0. K. of her to listen to the knocks that—er—Dink Pawson
kept giving you.”

“Pink Dawson!”—a world of contempt would be in
Johnny's tones—*“Poor white tresh! That’s what he was.
Had five hundred acres of farming land, though; and that
counted. Maybe I'll hiave a chauce to get back at him
some day. The Dawsons weren’t anybody. Everybody
in Alabama knows the Atwoods. Say, Billy—did you
know my mother was a De Graffenreid?”

“IWhy, no,” Keogh would say; “is that 50?” He had
heard it some three hundred times.

“Fact. 'The De Graffenreids of Hancock County. But
1 never think of that girl any more, do I, Billyt"

“Not for a minute, my hoy,” would be the last sounds
heacd by the congueror of Cupid.

At this point Johnny would fall into a gentle slumber,
and Xeogh would saunter out to his own shack under the
calabash tree at the edge of the plaza,

In a day or two the letter from the Dalesburg post-
master and its answer had been forgotten by the Coralio
exiles. But en the 26th day of July the fruit of the reply
appeared upon the tree of events.

The dndador, a fruit steamer that visited Coralio re-
gularly, drew into the offing and snchored. The beach

&
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UABBAGES AND KINGS

was lined with spectators while the guarantine doctor
and the custom-house crew rowed oub fo atfend to their
duties,

An hour later Billy Keogh lounged into the consulate,
clean and cool in his linen clothes, and grinning like &
pleased shark.

““Guess what?” he said to Johnny, loonging in his ham-
mock,

“Too hot to guess,” said Johnny, lazily.

“Your shoe:store man’s come,” said Keogh, rolling the
sweeb morsel on his tongue, “with a stock of goods big
enough to supply the continent as fer down as Terra del
TFuego. They're carfing his cases over to the oustom-
house now. Six barges full they brought ashore and have
paddled back for the rest. O, ye saints in glory]l won’s
there be regalements in the air when he gets onto the joke
and has an interview with Mr. Consul? It'll be worth nine
years in the tropics justto witness that one joyful moment.”

Keogh loved to take his mirth easily. He zelected &
clesn place on the matting and Isy upon the floor. The
walls shook with his enjoyment. Johany turned half over
and blinked.

“Don’t tell me,” he said, “that anybody was fool encugh
to take that letter serionsly.”

“Four-thousand-dollar stock of goods!” gasped Keogh,
in ecstasy. “Talk abont coals to Newcastlel Why didn’s
he take a ship-load of palm-leaf fans to Spitzbergen while
he was about it? Saw the old codger on the beach. You
ought to have been thers when he put on his speca and
squinted at the five hundred or so barefooted citizens
standing around.”

“Are you telling the truth, Billy?” asked the consul,
weakly.

1]
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CABBAGES AND EINGY

“Am I? Yon ought to see the buncoed! gentleman’s
daughter Le brought along. Looks! She makes the
brick-bust sefioritas hers look like tarbabies.”

“Go on,” said Johnny, “if you can stop that asinine
giggling. I hate to see a grown msan make a laughing
hyens of himself.”

“Name is Hemstetter,” went on Keogh. “He's a—
Hello! what’s the matter now?”

Johnny’s moccasined feet struck the floor with a thud
as he wriggled ont of his hammock.

“Get up; you idiot,” he said, steraly, “or I'll brain you
with this inkstand. That’s Rosine and her father. Gad!
what & drivelling idiot old Patferson is! Get up, here,
Billy Keogh, and help me. What the devil are we going
todo? Has all the world gone crazy?”

Keogh rose and dusted himself. He managed to regain
a decorous demeanour.

“Situation has got to be met, Johnny,” he seid, with
some success at serionsness. *I didn’t think about its being
your girl until you spoke. First thing to do is to get them
comfortable guarters. You go down and face the music,?
and I’It trot out to Goodwin’s and see if Brs. Goodwin
won't take them in. They've got the decentest house
in town."”

“Bless you, Billy!”” said the consul. “I knew you
wouldn'ts desert me. The world’s bound fo come to an
end, but maybe we can stave it off for a day or two.”

Keogh hoisted his umbrella and set out for Goodwin's
house. Johnny put on his coat and hat. He picked up
the brandy hottle, but set it down again without drinking,
and marched bravely down to the beach.

ibuncoed, b ®, ZEE. 2ncethemwusic, KM M HE BN ¥
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CABBAGES AXD KINGS

In the shade of the custom-house walls he found 2fr.
Hemstetter and Rosine surromnded by a mass of gaping
citizens. The customs cfficers were ducking and scraping,*
while the captain of the Andrdor interpreted the business
of the new arrivals. Rosine looked healthy and very much
alive. She was gazing ab the strange scenes around her
with amused interest. There was & faint blush upon her
round cheek as she greeted her old admirer. 2Mr. Hem-
stetter shook hands with Johmny in a very friendly way.
He was an oldish, impractical man—one of that numerons
class of erratic business men who are forever dissatisfied,
and seeking a change.

“I am very glad to ses you, John—may T call you
John?’ he said. “Let me thank you for your prompt
answer to our postmaster’s letter of inquiry. He volun-
teered to write to you on my behalf. I was looking about
for something different in the way of a business in which
the profits would be greater. Ihad noticed in the papers
that this coast was receiving much attention from inves:
tors. I am extremely grateful for your advice to come.
I sold out everything that I possess, and invested the pro-
ceeds in as fine & stock of shoes as could be bought in the
North. ¥om have a picturesque town here, John. Ihope
‘business will be as good as your letter justifies me in ex-
pecting.”

Johnny's agony wae abbreviated by the arrival of
Keogh, who hurried up with the news that Mrs. Goodwin
would be much pleased fo place rooms at the disposal of
M. Hemstetter and his daughter. Sothere Mr. Hemstetter
and Rosine were at once conducted and lef to recuperate

1 Qucking and seraping, & 45 35 Bi.
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CABBAGES AND EINGS

from the fatigue of the voysge, while Johnny went down
%0 see that the cases of shoes were safely stored in the
customs warehouse pending their examinstion by the
officials, Keogh, grinning like a shark, kitmished about
to find Goodwin, to instruct him nob fo expose to Mr,
Hemstetter the true state of Coralio as a shoe market until
Johnny had been given a chance to redeem the situation,
if such a thing were possible.

That night the consul and Keogh held a desperate con-
soltation on the breezy porch of the consulate.

“Send 'em back home,” began Xeagh, reading Jobnny’s
thoughts,

“I would,” said Johuny, after a little stlence; “but I’se
been lying to you, Billy.”

*All right about that,” said Keogh, affably.

“I’ve told you hundreds of times,” said Johnay, slowly,
“that Lhad forgotten that girl, haven’t 12

“About three hundred and ty-five,” ad d
the monument of patience.

“I lied,” repeated the comsul, “every time. I never
forgot her for one minute. I was an obstinate ass for
running away just because she said ‘No’ once. And Iwas
too proud a foal to go back. I talked with Rosine a few
minutes this evening wp at Goodwin’s. I found out one
thing. Youremember that farmer fellow who was always
after her?”

“Dink Pawson?” ssked Keogh.

“Pink Dawson. Well, he wasn’t & hill of beans® to her.
She says she didn’t believe a word of the things he told her
sbout me. But I'm sewed up® now, Billy. That tomfool

1z hill of beans, — 3 48, Zsewed up, 9% ¥,
S
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CABBAGES AND KINGS

letter we sent ruined whatever chance I had left, She’ll
despise me when she finds out that her old father has been
made the victim of 2 joke that a decent school boy wouldn’t
have been guilty of. Shoes! Why he couldn’t sell twenty
pairs of shoesin Coralioif he kept storc here for twenty years.
You put a pair of shoes on one of these Caribs or Spanish
brown boys and what’dhedo? Stand onhishead and sguesl
until he'd kicked ’em off. None of ’em ever wore shoes
and they never will. If I send "em back home I'll have to
tell the whole story, and what'll she think of me? Iwant
that girl worse than ever, Billy, and now when she’s in
reach I've lost her forever because I tried to be funny
when the thermometer was at 102

“Keep cheerful,” said the optimistic? Keogh. “And
let ’em open the store. I've been busy myself this after-
noon. We can stir up & porary boom in foot-g
anyhow. Ill buy six pairs when the doors open. I've
been around and seen all the fellows and explained the
catastrophe. They’ll all buy shoes like they was centi~
pedes. Frank Goodwin will take cases of ’em. The Geddies
want about eleven pairs between ’em. Clancy is going
to invest the savings of weeks, and even old Doe Gregg
wants three pairs of alligator-hide slippers if they’ve got any
tens. Blanchard got & look at Miss Hemstetter; and as he’s
o Frenchman, no less than a dozen pairs will do for him.”

“A dozen customers,” said Johnny, “for a §4,000 stock
of shoes! It won't work. There'sa big problem here to
figure out. You go home, Billy, and leave me alone,
T've gob to work at it all by myself. Take that bottle of
Three-star along with you — no, sir; not another ounce of

1optimistic, § §.
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CABBAGES AND KINGS

booze! for the United States consul. IT'll sit here to-night
and pull oub the think stop. If there’s a soft place on this
proposition anywhere I'll Iand on it. If there jsn’t there’ll
be another wreck to the credit of the gorgeous.tropies.””

Keogh left, feeling that he could be of no use. Johuny
laid & handful of cigars on o table and stretched himself
in & steamer chair. When the sudden daylight broke,
silvering the harbour ripples, he was siill sitting there.
Then he got up, whistling a Jittle tune, and took his bath.

At nine o’clock he walked down to the dingy little cable
office and hung for half an hour over a blank. The resalt
of hisapplication was the followi ge, Which he signed
and had transmitted at & cost of §33:

To PINENEY DAwsON,
Dalesburg, Ala.

Draft for $100 comes to you next mail. Ship me
immediately 500 pounds stiff, dry cockleburrs® New
use here in arts., Market price twenty cents pound.
Further orders likely. Rush.

CHAPTER XIII
SHIPS

“What are you going to do—try to create 2 demand?”

“Political economy isn’t your strong point,” said the
oonsul, impudently. “You can's create a demand. Bub
you can create a necessity for & demand. That's what I
am going to do.”

1booze, {i§. 2cocklcburrs, 3% 3, X # & X.
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CABBAGES AND KINGS

Two weeks after the consul sent his eable, & fruif steamer
brought kim a huge, mysterious brown bale of some un-
known commodity. Jobnny’s influence with the custom-
house peoaple was sufficiently strong for him to get the
goods turned over to him without the usual inspection.
He had the bale taken to the consnlate and snugly stowed
in the back room.

‘That might he ripped open a corner of it and took out a
handiul of the cockleburrs. He examined them with the
care with which a warrior examines his arms before he goes
forth to battle for his lady-love and life. The bur's were
the ripe Angust product, es hard as filberts, and bristling
with spines es tough end sharp as needles. Johnny
+whistled softlyalittle tune, and went out to find Billy Keogh-

Later in the night, when Coralio was steeped in slumber,
he and Billy went forth info the deserted streets with
their coats bulging like balloons. All up and down the
Calle Grande they went, sowing the sharp burrs carefully
in the sand, along the narrow sidewalks, in every foot of
grass between the silent houses. And then they took
the side streets and byways, missing none, No place
where the foot of man, woman or child might fall was
slighted? Many txips they made to and from the prickly
heard. And then, nearly at the dawn, they laid themselves
down to rest calmly, as great generals do after planning &
victory according to the revised tactics, and slept, Inowing
that they had sowed with the accuracy of Satan sowing
tares and the per of Paul pl

With the rising sun came the purve}ors of fruits and
sueats, and arranged their wares in and around the little
market-houge. At one end of the town nenar the seashore

1slighted, i3 Ry, 37 #5.
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CABBAGES AND KINGS

the markef-house stood; and the sowing of the burrs had
not been catried that far. The dealers waited long past
the hour when their sales usually began. None came to
buy. ““Qué hay?” they began to exclaim, one to another.

The first to perceive the remedy was Estebin Delgado,
the barber, & man of travel and education. Sitting upon
s stone, he plucked burrs from his toes, and made
oration:

“Behold, my friends, these bugs of the devill X know
them well. They soar throngh the skies in swarms like
pigeons. These are dead ones that fell during the night,
In Yucatan Y have seen them as large as oranges. Yes!
There they hiss like serpents, and have wings like bats.
It is the shoes—-the choes that one meeds! Zapatos—
zapalos para mil”

Estebén hobbled to Mr. Hemstetter’s store, and bought
shoes. Coming out, he swaggered down the atreet with
impunity, reviling loudly the bugs of the devil. The
suffering ones sat up or stood upon one foot and beheld
the immune barber. 3fen, women and children tock up
thecry: *“Zapatos! zapalost™

The necessity for the demsnd had been created. The
demand followed. Thet day Mr. Hemstetter sold three
hundred pairs of shoes.

*It; is really surprising,” he said te Jehuny, who came up
in the evening to help him straighten ont the stock, “how
trade is picking up. Vesterday I made bub three sales.”

“I told you they’d whoop things up when they got
started,” said the consul.

« think I shall order a dozen more cases of goods, to
kecp the stack up,” said Mr. Homstetter, beaming through
‘his spectacles.

B
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“I wouldn’t send in auny orders yet,” advised Jehnny.
“WWait till you see how the trade holds up.”

Each night Johnny and Keogh sowed the crop that
grew dollars by day. A the end of ten days two-thirds
of the stock of shoes had been so0ld; and the stock of cockle-
burrs was exhausted. Johnny cabled to Pink Dawson for
another 500 pounds, paying twenty cents per pound as
bafore. Mr. Hemstetter corefully made up an order for
$§1500 worth of shoes from Northern firms. Johnny hung
about the store until this order was rendy for the mail, and
suoceeded in destroying it befors it reached the postoffice.

That night he took Rosine under the mango tree by
Goodwin’s porch, and confessed overything. She looked
him in the eye, and said: “You are a very wicked man,
Father and I will go back home. You say it was a joke?
I think it is & very serious matter.”

Bub at the end of half an hour’s argument the conver-
sation had been turned upon a different subject. The
two were considering the respective merits of pale blue
and pink wall paper with which the old eolonial mansion
of the Atwoods in Dalesburg was to be d ted after the
wedding.

On the next morning Johnny confessed to Mr. Hem-
stetter. The shoe merchant put on his spectacles, and
said through them: “¥ou strike me as being s most ex-
traordinary young scamp. If I had nob managed this
enterpriss with good business judgment my entire stock
of goods might have been a complete Joss. Now, how do
you propose to dispose of the rest of it?

When the second invoice of cockleburrs arrived Johnny
loaded them and the remainder of the shoes into a schooner,
and ssiled down the coast to Alazan,
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CABBAGES AND KINGS

There, in the same dark and disbolical manner, hs
repeated his snecess: and cams back with & bag of money
and not so much as a shoestring.

Three days after Johnny’s departure, two small sckooners
appeared off Coralio. After some delay a boat put off
from one of them, and brought a sunburned young man
ashore. This young man had & shrewd and ealeulating
eve; and he gazed with amazement at the strange things
thathesaw. He found onthe beach some one who directed
him to the consul’s office; and thither he made his way at
a nervous gait.

Keogh was sprawled in the official chair, drawing cari-
catures of his Uncle’s head on an official pad of paper.
He looked up at his visitor.

“Where’s Johnny Atwocd?” inquired the sunburned
young man, in a business tone.

“Gone,” said Keogh, working carefully at Uncle Sam’s
necktie.

“That’s just like him,” remarked the nut-brown one,
leaning against the table. “He always was a fellow to
gallivant! around instead of ’tending to business. Will
Le be in soon?”

“Don’t think so,” said Keogh, after a fair amount of
deliberation.

“Is’pose he's out at some of his tomfoolery,” conjectured
the visitor, in & tone of virtuous conviction. “Johnny
never would stick to anything long enough to succeed.
I wonder how he to run his busi here, and
never be "round to lock after it.”

“I'm looking after the business just now,” admitted the
pro tem. consul.

1gallivant, B 3.
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*‘Are youl—then, sayl—where’s the factory?”

“What factory?’ asked Keogh, with & mildly polite
Interest.

“Why, the factory where they use them cockleburrs.
Lord knows what they use ’em for, anyway! I've got
the basements of both them ships out there lorded with
’em. Y1) give you s bargain in this lot. I've had every
man, womsan and child aronnd Dalesburg that wam's
busy pickin’ ’em for & month. I hired these ships to bring
‘em over. Evergbody thought I was crazy. Now, you
can have this lot for fifteen cents a pound, delivered on
land. Andif youwant more X guess old Alabam’ can come
up to the demand. Johnny told ms when he left home
that if he etruck anything down here that there was any
money in he’d let me in on it. Shall I drive the ships
in and hitch?”

A look of sup almost incredul delight 4 d
in Keogh’s rnddy countensnce. He dropped his: pencil.
‘His eyes turned upon the sunbuwrned young man with joy
in them mingled with fear lest his ecstasy should prave
a dream.

“For God's saks tell me,” said Keogh, earnestly, “are
you Dink Pawson?”

“My name is Pinkney Dawson,” said the cornerer! of
the cackleburr market.

Billy Keogh slid rapturously and gently from his chair
to his favonrite strip of matting on the floor.

There were not many sounds in Coralio on theat sultry
afternoon. Among those that were mey be mentioned a
noise of enraptured and unright ghter from a

Toomerer, 8K 45 A,



BB R ®E

FRAEEEIR R, RERETI]

BFABE NP LR RN S, B, T
o ad ]

FE0R FISEH a9 BLRE, FUA LS iR EE
AR PR Rt SEH SE WA MY TR AR TR IR AR
REBER LR RN SEREO A ERE AR AR
EUF, RUBARKRE, W T—HA. REEHEEAEE
ZHRBANBUBRELT REEHAE—AF—
B e ERRMGESE, RIBFHEERMERNT
R EHMEERATR, B &R, RBMESIHENF
W DR B, (R B AT EGE A T,
g

PR RSN ¥ BT T A, RBP4 AR
BARTE ARl A0 SE T T2 iy RS R 0
25904, fet B BRI, Sl s fei ek
—BHE.

B RSN, [REHR BERRE T2
f 22338 |

BEBEEET LR ARE, [RESEZRER.S

JeE -PPIEBIEIE, RBEN,RIBHETFE
T W B G AEAR L TE R A — R k.

ERTHFEH, ARARARRHLIRE A0S
BE—ERENTHEREBMEE AR RS0R,

18
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prostzate Irish-American, while & sunburned young men,
with a shrewd eye, looked on him with wonder and amaze-
ment. Also the “tramp, tramp, tramp” of many well-shod
feet in the streets outside. Also the lonesome wash of
the waves that beat along the historic shores of the Spanish
Maind

CHAPTER. XIV
MASTERS OF ARTS

A two-inch stub® of a blue pencil was the wand with
whicl: Keogh performed the preliminary acts of his magic.
So, with this he covered paper with diagrams and figares
while he waited for the United States of A.mem:a 1o send
down to Coralic & to Atwood, resig

The new scheme that his mind had conceived, his stout
heart indorsed, and his blue pencil corroborated, was laid
around the characteristics and human frailties of the new
president of Anchuria, These characteristics, and the
situation out of which Keogh hoped to wrest a golden
tribute, deserve chronicling contributive fo the clear order
of events.

President Losada—many called him Dictator—was &
man whose genius would have made him conspicuous even
among Anglo-Saxens, had not that genius been intermixed
with other traits that were petty and subversive. He had
some of the lofty patriotism of Washington (the man he
most admired), the force of Napoleon, and much of the
wisdom of the sages. These characteristics might have

ESpanish Main, th 8% #. 2stub, — K.
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justified him in the assumption of the title of “The Tilus.
trious Liberator,” had they not been accompanied by &
stupendouns and amazing vanity that kept him in the less
worthy ranks of the dictators.

Yet he did his country great service. With o mx,bty
grasp he shook it nearly free from the shackles of ignorance
and sloth? and the vermin that fed upon it, and all but
made it a power in the council of nations. He establiched
schools and hospitals, built roads, bridges, railroads and
palaces, and bestowed generous subsidies upon the arts
and sciences. He was the absolate despot and the idol of
his people. The wealth of the country poured into his
hands. Qther presidents had been rapacious twithout
reason. Losada amassed enormous wealth, but his people
had their share of the benefits.

The joint in his armom® was his insatiste® passion for
monuments and tokens commemorating his glory. Tn
every town he cansed to be erected statues of himself
bearing legends in praise of his greatness. In the walls of
every public edifice, tablets were fixed reciting his splendour
and the gratitude of }ns snbjects His statuettes and

its were hont the land in every
lmuse and hut, One of the sycophsnts in his cours p d
him a8 St. John, with a halo and a train of attendants in
foll uniform. Losads saw nothing incongruoust in: this
picture, and had it hung in a church in the capital. He
ordered from & French sculptor & marble group including
‘himself with Napoleon, Alexander the Great, and one ar
two others whom he deemed worthy of the honour.

l:]oth,gﬁﬂi 2jointin hisarmour, 4 iy § E5. Sinsatiate
Tincongroous, 7F A 8.
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He 1ansacked Earope for decorations, employing poliey,
money aud intrigue to cajole the orders he coveted from
kings and rulers. On state occasions his breast was covered
from shoulder to shoulder with crosses, stars, golden roses,
medals and ribbons. It was said that the man who conld
contrive for him a new decoration, or invent some new
method of extolling his greatness, might plunge & hand
degp into the treasury.

This wes the man upon whom Billy Eeogh had his eye.
The gentle bucconeer had observed the zain of favours
that fell upon those who mini d to the president’s
vanities, and he did not deem it his duty fo hoist his um-
brella against the seattering drops of liquid fortane.

In a few weeks the new consul arrived, releasing Keogh
from his temporary duties. He was & young man fresh
from college, who lived for botany alone. The consulate
at Coralio gave him the opportunity fo study tropical flora.
He wore smoked glasses, and carried a green umbrella, He
filled the cool, back porch of the consulate with plants and
specimens go that space for a bottle and chair was nof to
befound., Xeogh gazed onhim sadly, but without rancour,
and began to pack his gripsack. For his new plot egainst
staganstion along the Spanish Main required of him s
YOyage Oversens.

Soon came the Karlszfin ngain—she of the trampis)
habite—gleaning a cargo of ts for a speculstive
descent upon the New York market. Keogh was booked
for & passage on the return trip.

“Yes, I'm going to New York,” he explained to the
group of his countrymen that had gathered on the beach
to see him of. “But Tl be back before you miss me.
T've undertaken the art education of this piebald country,

19




g =R E

S HIRUA R 2, TR 2 R A
B, 4LEE, RIRRET, PO BHAYE 27, B T A AU BT
B AR R R EAE N, A&
BOR, R, RREEH AR Mt BN, RERMRsE:
FeiR A HP R, Sl — ARkl R i,
SBIEABET DBRIEA FhFE A BIGE,

B - H AR TR R BBl A 88K, S8 Bl
R (AR BSOS R R )l AR
FEARERMEREHAG TSI, ARiE
HE R B R T R—#, R R R, K
TR, A E M.

ST RBEN, FOLBME, MR RTHEE
AR5, PrigSpeit Aeny , b R EProehi s,
FEPTH ARSI AL AT, {h3%ey
BARBMRE, T bR In e AR
SIS AR T AERE A, BT I AR SR T BAER
SRS AR WEACE Y, ANE R, SR A F AR K
10 B SRR SRR R IR R R, B
o

AT EHA (Korlsefin) R T——iR R —f
BRI — B R TR, PR
T EIBAALY,

H—He S AT L R R AT A N R VR,
TR, RESN. BEIFEIRMREERRARE
R B RIFEEE A SIDR BN EE, B HE

18



OABBAGES AND EINGS

and P'm not the man to desert it while it’s in the early
throes of tintypes.”

With this mysterious declaration of his intentions
Keogh boarded the Karlsefin.

Ten days later, shivering, with the collar of his thin
coat turned high, he burst into the studio of Carolus White
at the top of a tall building in Tenth Street, New York City.

Carolus White was smoking a cigarette and frying
sausages over an oil stove. He was only twenty-three,
and hed noble theories about art.

“Billy Keogh!* exclaimed White, extending the hand
that was not busy with the frying pan. “From what part
of the uncivilized world, I wonder!”

“Hello, Carry,” said Keogh, dragging forward a stool,
and holding his fingers close to the stove. *T'm glad I
found you g0 soon. I've been looking for you all day in
the di ies and art galleri The free-Junch mean? on
the corner told me where you were, quick. I was sure
you’d be painting pictures yet.”

XKeogh glanced abont the studio with the slrewd eye
of a connoisscur in business.

“Yes, you can do it,”* he declared, with many gentle
nads of his head. “That big one in the corner with the
angels and green clouds and band-wagon is just the sort
of thing we want. What would you call that, Carry—
seene from Coney Island, ain’t it?”

“That,” said White, “I had intended to calt “The Trans-
lation of Elijah,’ but you may be nearer right than T am.”

“Name doesn's matter,” said Keogh, largely; “it’s
the frame and the varieties of paint that does the trick.

4{ree lunch man, B2 & K #) A.
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Now, I can tell yon in & minate what I want. T’'ve come
on a little voyage of two thousand miles to take you in
with me on a scheme. I thought of you sa eoon as the
scheme showed itself to me. How would you like fo go
back with me and paint & picture? Ninety days for the
trip, and five thousand dollars for the job.””

““Cereal food or hair-tonic posters?” asked White.

“It isn't an ad.”

“What kind of a picture is it to bet”

“It’s & long story,” said Keogh.

“Go ahead with it. If you don’t mind, while you talk
T'll just keep my eye on these sausages. Lel ’em get one
shade deeper than & Vandyke brown and you spoil ’em.”

Keogh explained his project. They were to return to
Coralio, where White was to pose as & distinguished Ameri-
can portrait painter who was touring in the tropies as 2

laxation from his ard and tive professional
Iabours. Tt was not an unressonable hope, even to those
who trod in the beaten paths of busicess, that an artist
with so much prestige might secure a commission to per-
petuate upon canvas the lineaments of the president, and
seoure a share of the pesos that were raining upon the
eaterers to his weaknesses.

XKeogh had set his price at ten thonsand dollars. Arkists
had been paid more for portraits. He and White were
to share the expenses of the trip, and divide the possible
profits. Thus he laid the scheme before White, whom he
had Enown in the West before one declared for Art and
the other hecame a Bedouin.

Before long the two machinaters! abandoned the rigour
of the bare studia for a snug corner of & café. There they

1machinators, fr IF %5,
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sat far info the night, with old envelopes and Xeogh’s stnb
of blue pexcil between them.

At twelye o’clock White doubled up in his chair, with
his chin on his fist, and shut his eyes at the nnbeautiful
‘wall-paper.

“I’ll go you, Billy,” he said, in the quiet tones of decision.
“I've got two or three hundred saved up for sausages
aud rent; and T'l1 take the chance with you. Five thou-
sand! It will give me two years in Paris and one in Italy.
Tl begin to pack to-morrow.”

“You'll begin in ten minutes,” said Keogh. “It’s
to-morrow now, The Karlsefin starts back ab four 2. 2t
Come on to your painting shop, and I'll help you.”

For five months in the year Coralio i3 the Newport
of Anchuria. Then only does the town possess life. From
November to March if is practically the sest of government.
The president with his official family sojourns there; and
society follows him. The pleasure-loving peopls make
the season one Jong holiday of amusement and rejoicing.
Fiestas, balls, games, see bathmg, processions and small
theatres tril to their enj . The famous
Swiss band from the capita! plays in the little plaza every
evening, Wlnla the fourteen camages end vehicles in the
town circle in fi 1 but compl! ion. Indians
from the interior mountains, lookmg like yrehxstonc
stone idols, come down to peddle their handiwprk in
thestreets. The people throng the narrow ey, & c!mﬂer-
ing, bappy, less stream of b
posterous children rigged out with tha shortest of ba'llet
skirts and gilb wings, howl, underfoot, ameng the efferves-
cent crowds. Especisally is the arrival of the presidential
party, at the cpening of the season, attended with pomp,
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show and patrictic 4 trations of enthusi and
delight.

‘When Keogh and White reached their destination, on
the return trip of the Karlszfin, the gsy winter season was
well begun. As they stepped upon the beach they could
hear the band playing in the plaza, The village maidens,
with fireflies already fixed in their dark locks, were gliding,
barefoot and coyeyed, along the paths. Dendies in white
linen, swinging their canes, were beginning their seductive
strolls. The air was full of haman essence, of artifieial
enticement, of coquetry, indelence, pleasure—the man-
made sense of exjstence.

‘The ﬁ:st two or three days after their arrival were spent
in preli ries. Keogh rted the artist about town,
mtxuduemg him fo the Iittle circle of English-speaking

idents and pulling wk wirest he could to effect
the spm=thng of White’s fame 8s u painter. And then
Keogh p 1 a more spect tration of the
idea he wished to keep before the publie.

He and White engaged rooms in the Hotel de los Estran-
jeros. The two were clad in new suits of immsculate
duck, with American straw hats, and carried canes of
remarkabls uniqueness and inutility. Few caballeros? in
Cumhu—even the gorgecusly uniformed officers of the

army as i for ease and el
of demeanonr as Keogh and his friend, the great American
painter, Sefior White.

White seb up his easel on the beach and made striking
sketches of the mountain and sea views. The native
populstion formed st hisrearin a vast, ¢hattering semicircle

Ipulling wires, JK &, % 38, 2caballercs, L.,
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to watch his work. Keogh, with his care for datails, had

for himself a pose which he carried ont with
fidelity. His role was that of friend to the great artist, &
man of affsira and leisure. The visible emblem of his
position was a pocket camera.

Two weeks after their arrival, the scheme began to
bear fruit. An aide- de-ca,mp of the president drove
to the hotel in a dashi The president desired
that Sefior White come to the Casa Morena for an informal
interview.

Keogh gripped his pipe tightly between his teeth, *Not
& cent less than ten thousand,” he said to the artist,—
“remember the price. And in gold or its equivalent—
don’t let him stick you with this bsrgain-counter stuff
they call money here.”

“Perhaps it isn’t thab he wants,” said White.

“Get ont}” eaid Keogh, with splendid confidence, “I
know what he wants. He wants his picture painted by
the celebrated young American painter and filibuster now
sojourning in his down-trodden country. Off yom go.”

The victoria sped away with the artist. Eeogh walked
up and down, puffing great clouds of rmoke from his pipe,
and waited. In an hour the victoria swept again fo the
door of the hotel, deposited White, and venished. The
:xrhst dashed up the stairs, three st a step. Keogh stopped

ing, and b a silent, int tion point.
“Landed,” exclaimed White, with his boyish face
flushed with elation. “Billy, you are a wonder. He
wants @ picture. I'll tell you all about it. By Heavens!
that dictator chap is & corker! He's a dictator clear down
to his finger-ends. He’s & kind of combination of Julius
Ceesar, Lucifer and Channcey Depew done in sepin. Polite
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ond grim—that’s his way. The room I saw him in wss
ahout ten seres big, and looked like & Missisaippi stearnbost
with its gilding and mirzors and white paint. He talks
English better than I cau ever hope fo. The mattar of
the price came up. I mentioned ten thovsand. ¥ ex-
pected him fo call the guard and have me taken out and
ghot. He didn't move an eyelash. Mo just waved one
of bis chestnut hands in a careless way, and said, ‘What-
cver you say.’ 1 am to go back to-morrow and discuss
with him the details of the picture.”

Keogh hung his head. Self-zbasement was essy to
tead in his downcast countenance.

“T'm failing, Carry,” he said, sorrowfully. “I'm not
fit to handle theso man’s-size schemes any longer. Ped-
dling oranges in a push-cart is about the suitable graft for
me. When I said ten thousand, I swear I thought I had
sized up that brown man’s limit to within two cents,
He'd have melted down for fifteen thosuand just as easy.
Say—Carry—yon’ll see old man Keogh safe in some nice,
quiet idiot asylam, wen't you, if he makes a break like
that again?” -

The Casa 3Morena, although only one story in height,
was o building of brown stene, luxurious a8 & palace in
its interior. It stood on & low hill in & walled garden of
splendid tropical flora at the upper edge of Coralio. The
next day the president’s carriage came again for the artist.
Keogh went out for a walk aleng the beach, where he and
his “pictare box™ were now familid, sights. When he
returned to the hotel White was sitting in a steamer-chair
on the baloony.

“Well,” said Keogh, “did you and His Nibs! decide on
the kind of a chromo he wants?”

UHis Nibs Py his lordship, (1% ¥ ¥).
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White got up and walked back and forth on the balcony
& few times. Then he stopped, and lsughed strangely.
His face was flushed, and his eyes were bright with a kind
of angry amusement.

“Laok here, Billy,” he said, somewhat roughly, “when
you first came to me in my studio and mentioned a picture,
I thought you wanted & Smashed Oats or a Hair Tonic
poster painted on a range of mountains or the side of a
continent. Well, either of those jobs would have been
Art in its highest form compared to the one you'va steered
me sgainst. I can’t paint that picture, Billy. You've
gob to let me out. Let me try to tell you what that bar-
berinn wants. He had it all planned out and even a sketch.
made of his idea. The old boy doesn’t draw badly ab ali.
Bub, ye godlesses of Art! listen to the monstrosity he
expects me to paint. He wants himself in the centre of
the canvas, of conrse. He is fo be painted as Jupiter
sitting on Olympus, with the clouds at his feet. At one
side of him stands George Washi in foll
with his hand on the president’s shoulder. An angel with
ontstretched wings hovers overhead, and is placing a
laurel wreath on the president’s head, crowning him—
Queen of the Muy, I supp In the backg d iz to be
cannon, more angels and soldiers. The man who would
paint that picture wonld have to have the soul of a dog,
and would deserve to go down into oblivion withont even
a tin can tied to his tail to sound his memory.”

Little heads of moisture crept out all over Billy Keogh’s
brow. The stub of his blue pencil had not figured out a
contingency! like this. The machinery of his paln bad

1eontingency, 3 4 #.
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run with flattering smoothness until now. He dragged
another chait upon the balcony, and got Whits back to
his seat. He lit his pipe with apparent calm.

‘Now, sonny,” he said, with gentle grimness, “yon and
me will have an Art to Art talk. Tou've gob your arb
and I've got mine. Yours is the real Pierian! stuff that
turns up ita nose? ab bock-beer® signs and oleographs of the
Old Mill. Mine's the art of Business. This was my scheme,
and it worked outlike two-and-two, Paint that president
man as 0ld Xing Cole, or Venus, or a landseape, or a fresco,
or & bunch of lilies, or anything he thinks he Iooks like.
But get the paint on the canvas and collect the spoils.
You wouldn’t throw me down, Carry, at this stage of the
game. Think of that ten thousand.”

“I can’t help thinking of it,” said White, “and that's
what hurts. I’'m tempted to throw every ideal I ever
had down in the mire, and steep my soul in infamy by
painting that pioture. That five thonsand meant three
yeara of foreign study to me, and I'd almost sell my soul
for that.”

“Now it ain’t as bad as that,” said Keogh, soothingly.
“It’s a business proposition. It%s so much paint and
‘fime against money. I don’t fall in with your ides that
timb picttire would so everlastingly jolt the art side of the

i George Washi was all right, you know,
and nobody could say a word against the n.ngel Ydon't
think so bad of that group. I you was to give Jupiter &
peir of epaulets and a sword, and kind of work the clouds
around to look like a blackberry patch, it wonldn't make
such a bed battlescens. Why, if we badn’t already settled

2 Pi . 2tum Shock~
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on the price, he ought to pay an exfra thousand for
‘Waeshington, and the angel ought fo raise it five hundred.”

“You don’t understand, Billy,”” ssid White, with an
uneasy Isngh. “Somse of us fellows who try to paint have
big notions about Art. I wanted to paint a picture some
day that people would stand before and forget that it was
made of paint., I wanted it fa ereep into them like s bar
of music and mushroom there like & soft bullet. And I
wanted ’em to go away and ask, “What else has he done?”
And T didn’t want ’em to find a thing; not & portrait nor
@ magazine cover mor an illustration mor & drawing of s
girl—nothing but tie picture. That’s why I've lived an
fried sausages, and tried to keep true to miyself. I per-
suaded myself to do this porfreit for the chance it might
give me to study sbroad. But this howling, screaming
caricaturel Good Lord! can’t you see how it ia3*”

“Sure,” seid Keogh, as tenderly ag he would have spoken
to 2 child, and he laid a Jong forefinger on White’s knee.
“Isee. It's bad to have your art all slugged up Like that.
Iknow. You wanted to paint & big thing like thie pasorama
of the battle of Gettysburg. Buf let me kalsomine’you &
little mental eketch to consider. Up to date we're out
$385.50 on this scheme, OQur capital took every cent both
of us could raise. We've got sbout enough left to get
back to New York on. I need my share of that ten thou-
saud X want fo work s copper deal in Idaho, and make a

dred th d. That’s i end of the thing,
Come down off your art perch, Carry, and Jet’s land that
hatful of dollars.”

“Billy,” said White, with an effort, “T’ll try, I won't

1kalsamine, ¥ K.
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say Pl do it, but Il éry. Tl go at it, and pat it throngh
if T can.”

“That's business,” said Keogh, heartily. “Good boy!
Now, here’z another thing—rosh that picthre<orowd it
through as guick as you can. Get:a couple of boys to help
you mix the paint if necessary. I've picked up some
pointers around town. The peopls here are beginning to
get sick of Alr. President. They say he's been too free
with concessions; and they accuse him of trying to make s
dicker! with England to sell out the country. We want
that picture done and paid for before there’s any row.”

White worked faithfully. But, as the work progressed,
he had seasons of bitter scorn, of infinite self-contempt, of
sullen gloom and sardonic gaiety. Keogh, with the
patience of & great general, soothed, coaxed, argued-—kept
him at the picture.

At the end of & month White announced that the picture
was leted—Jupiter, Washing angels, clouds, can-
non and sll. His face was pale and his mouth drawn
straight when he told Keogh. He said the prezident was
mauch pleased with it. It was to be hung in ‘the Naticnal
Qallery of Statesmen and Heroes. The artist had been
requested to return & Casa Morena on the following day
to receive payment, At the appointed time he loft the
hotel, silent under his fiend’s joyful talk of their success.

An hour later he walked info the room where Keogh
was waiting, throw his hat on the floor, and sat uptn
the table.

“Billy,” he said, in strained and labouring tones, “T've
g little money out West in a small business that 1y brother

dickar, R ¥, 3 &, F &K &
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is running. It's what I’ve been living on while I’ve heen
studying art. I'll draw oub my share and pay you back
what you've lost an this scheme.”

“Lost!” exclaimed Keogh, jumping up. “Didn’t you
get paid for the picture?”

“Yes, I got paid,” said White, “Bub just mow there
fsn’t any picture, and there isn't any pay. If you care to
liear about it, here ars the edifying! details, The pre-
sident and I were looking at the painting. His secretary
brought a bank draft on New York for ten thousand dollars
and handed it to me. The moment I touched it I went
wild. I tore b into little pieces and threw them on the
floor. A workman was repainting the pillars inside the
paiio. A bucket of his paint happened to be convenient.
1 picked up his brush and slapped a quart of blue paint
all over that ten-thousand-dollar nightmare. I bowed,
and walked out. The president didn't move or spesak.
‘Thet was one time he was taken by surprise. Tt's tough
en you,? Billy, but I conldn’t help it.”

There seemed to be excitement in Coralio. Outside
there was & confused, rising murmur pierced by high-
pitched cries. “Bgjo el traidor—2Muerle el traidor!” wese
the words they seemed to form.

“Listen to that!” exclaimed White, bitterly; “I know
that much Spanish. They're shouting, ‘Down with the
traitor!’ T heard them before. I felt that they meant
me. I Was @ traitor to Art. The picture had to go.”

“‘Down with the blank fool’ would have suited your
case better,” said Keogh, with fiery emphasis. “You tesr
up ten thousand dollars like an old rag because the way

ledifying, 4 A E Rl 2tough on you, B 55 {5,
30
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you've spread on five dollors’ weorth of paint hurts your
conscience. Next time I pick a side-partner in o stcheme
the man has got to go befors a notary and swear he never
oven heard the word ‘ideal’ mentioned.”

Keogh strode from the room, white-hot. TWhite paid
little attention to his resentment. The scorn of Billy
Keogh seemed a trifling thing beside the greater self-scorn

he had escaped.
In Coraliv the excifement waxed! An outburst was
imminent. The cause of this d tration of displ

'was the presence in the town of a big, pink-cheeked Eng-
lIishman, who, i6 was said, was an agent of his government
come to clinch the bargain by which the president placed
bis people in the hends of & foreign power. It was charged
that not only had he given away priceless concessions, but
that the public debt was to be transferred into the hands
of the English, and the castom-houses turned over to them
888 g t The long-enduring people had determined
to make their protest felt.

On that night, in Coralio and in other towns, their ire
found vent. Yelling mobs, mercurial but dangerous,
roamed the streets. They overthrew the great bronze
statue of the president that stood in the centre of the plaza,
and hacked it to shapeless pieces. They tore from public
buildings the tsblets set there procleiming the glory of
the “IHustrious Liberator.” His pict in the g
ment offices were demolished. The mobs even attacked
the Cass Morena, but were driven away by the military,
which remained foithful to the executive. All the night
terror reigned.

ivaxed, i % & K.
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‘The greatness of Losada was shown by the fact that by
noon the next day order was restored, and he was still
absolute. He issned proclamations denying nositively
that any negotiation of any kind had been entered into
with England. Sir Stafford Vaughn, the pink-cheeked
Englisk also declared in placards and in public print
that his presence there had no international significance.
He was & traveller without guile. In fact (so he stated),
he bad not even spoken with the president or been in his
presence since his arrival.

During this disturbance, White was preparing for his
homeward voyage in the steamship that was to sail within
two or threo days. About noon, Keogh, the restless, took
his camera out with the hope of speeding the lagging honrs,
The town was now as quiet as if peace had never departed
from her perch on the red-tiled roofs.

About the middle of the afternoon, Keogh hurried back
to the hotel with something decidedly special in his air.
He retired to the little room where he developed his pio-
tures.

Later an he came out to White on the balcony, with a
luminous, grim, predatorw emile on his face,

“Do you lmow what that is?" he asked, holding up &
4 x & photograph mounted on cardboard.

“Snap-shot of a sefiorita sitting in the sand—alliteration
unintentional,” guessed White, lazily.

“Wrong,” said Keogh with shining eyes, “It's a slung-
shot... It's & can of dynamite. It's a gold mine. It’s
& sight-draft on your president man for twenty thonsand
dollars—yes, sir—btwenty thousand this time, and no
spoiling the picture, No ethics of art in the way. Ari!

8
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You with your smelly little tubes! Y've got you skinned
to death with a kodak, Tuks & Jook at that.”

‘White took the picturs in his hand, and gave a long
whistle.

“Jovel” hs exclaimed, “but wouldn’t that stir up & row
in town if you let it be seen. How in the world did you
get it, Billy?"

“You know that high wall around the president man’s
back garden? T was up there trying to geb a bird's-eye
of the town. I happened to notice a chink in the wall
where & stone and & lot of plaster had slid out. Thinks
I, Tl take & peep through fo see how Mr. President’s
cabbages are growing. The first thing X saw was him and
this Siv Englishman sitting at a little table about twenty
feet away. They had the table &ll spread over with docu-
ments, and they were hobnobbing? over them aa thick as
two pirates. °Twas a nice corner of the garden, all pri-
vate and shady with palms and orange trees, and they
had & pail of champagne set by handy in the grass. I
Imew then was the time for me to make my big hit in Ark,
8o I raised the machine up to the crack, and pressed the
button. Just as I did so them old boys shook hands on
the deal—you see they took that way in the picture.”

XKeogh put on his coat and hat.

“What are you going to do with it} asked White.

“Ae,™ said Keogh in & hurt tone, “why, P going to tis
& pink ribbon to it and hang it on the what-not,2 of counrse,
I'm surprised b you. But while I'm out you just try
to figure out what gingerceke potentate wonld be most
likely to want to buy this work of arb for his private col.
lection—just to keep it out of circulation.”

1bobnobbing, ¥ g. 2whatnot, ¥ K.
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CABBAGES AND KINGS

The sunset wes reddening the tops of the coccsnut
palms when Billy Keogh came back from Cass Morena.
He nodded to the artist’s questioning gaze; and lay down
on a cof with his hands under the back of his head.

“Isaw him. He paid the money like a little man. They
didn’t want to let me in at first. I told ‘em it was im-
portant. Yes, that president man is on the plenty-able
Hist. He's got a beautiful business system about: the way
he nses his brains, All I had to do was to hold up the
photograph so he could see it, and name the price. Hs
just smiled, and walked over to a safe and got the cash,
Twenty one-thousand-dollar brand-new United States
Treasury notes he Iaid on the table, like I’d pay oub &
dollar and & quarter. Fine notes, too—they crackled with
a sound like burning the brush off a ten-acre lot.”

“Let’s try the feel of one,” said White, curiously. “I
never saw a thousand-dollar bill,” XKeogh did not im-
medistely respond.

“Carry,” he said, in an absent-minded way,” you think
o heap of your art, don't you?”’ ’

“More,” said White, frankly, “than has been for the
financial good of myself and my friends.”

“T thought you were a fool the other day,” went on
Keogh, quietly, “and I'm not sure now that you wasn’t.
But if yon wes, 50 am 1. T’ve been in some funny deals,
Carry, but I've always managed to scramble fair, and match
my braing and capital against the other fellow's. But
when it comes to—well, when you've gob the other fellow
cinched,? and the screws on him, and he’s got to put up—
why, it don’s strike me as being a msan’s game. They've

3 cinched, $ B R K 95
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UABBAGES AND KINGS

got & name for it, you kmow; it’s—confound you, don’t
you understand. A fellow feels—it’s something like that
blamed art of yours—he—well, 1 tore that photograph
up and Iaid the pieces on that stack of money and shoved
the whole business back across the table. ‘Excuse me,
BMr. Losads,” I said, ‘but X guess I’ve made & mistake in
the price. You get the photo for nothing.” Now, Carry,
you get: out: the pencil, and we’ll do some more figuring.
I'd like to save enough out of our capital for you to have
some fried sausages in your joint when you get back to
New York.”

CHAPTER XVI
ROUGE ET NOIB

It has been indicated that disaffection followed the
elevation of Losads to the presidency. This feeling
continued to grow. Throughout the entire republic
thera seemed to be & spirit of silent, sullen discontent.
Even the old Liberal party to which Goodwin, Zavalla
and other patriots had lent their aid was disappointed.
Losada had failed to become a popular idol. Fresh taxes,
fresh import duties and, more than all, his tolerance! of
the outrageous oppression of citizens by the military had
rendered him the most obnoxions president sincs the
despicable Alforan. The majority of his own cabinet were
out of sympathy with him. The army, which he had
courted by giving it license to tyrannize, had been his
msin, and thus far adequate support.

itolersuce, £ ¥,
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CABBACGES AND KINGS

Bat the most impolitic of the administration’s moves
had been when it antagonized? the Vesuvius Pruit Com-
pany, an orgenization plying twelve steamers and with &
cash capital somewhat larger thau Anchuria’s surplus and
debt combined.

Reasonably, an established concern like the Vesuvius
would become irritated at baving a small, retail republic
with no rating at all attempt to squeezeit. So, when the
government proxies applied for & subsidy they encountered
a polite refusal. The president at once refaliated by
clapping an export duty of one real per bunch on benanas—
2 thing unprecedented in fruit-growing countries. The
Vesuvius Company had invested large sums in wharves
snd plantations along the Anchurian cosst, their agents
hnxl erected fine homes in the towvns where they had their

d ters, and I fore had worked with the republic
in good will and with advantage to both. It would loss
au immense sum if compelled to move out. The selling
price of bananas from Vera Cruz to Trinidad was three
7cals per bunch. This new duty of ons real would have
ruined the fruit growers in Anchuria and have
i ded the Vesuvius Comp had it declined to
pay it. But for some reason, the Vesuvius continued to
buy Anchurian fruit, paying four resls for if; and not
suffering the growers to bear the Ioss.

This apparent victory deceived His Excellency; and he
began to hunger for more of it. He sent an emissary to
request & fe with a rep ive of the fruit

. The Ve ius sent Mr, Er i, a little, stout,
n:heerful man, always cool, and whistling airs from Verdi’s

1anteganire, {ft $
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operas. Sefior Espirition, of the office of the Minister of
Finance, attempted the sandbagging! in behalf of An-
churie. The meeting took place in the cabin of the Sal-
vador, of the Vesuvius lins.

Refior Espirition opmed 0
that the g lated the building of a rail-
road to skirt the alluvial coast lands. Afte.r touching
upon the benefits such a road would confer upon the
interests of the Vesuvius, he reached the definitesuggestion
that & contribution fo the road’s expenses of, say, fifty
thousand pesss wonld not be more than an eguivalent to
‘benefits yeceived.

Mr. Franzoni denied that his company would receive
any benefits from a contemplated road. As ifs repre-
sentative he must decline to contribute fifty thousand
pesos.  Bub he would essume the responsibility of offering
twenty-five.

Did Sefior Espirition undi d Sefior B i to
mean twenty-five thousand pesos?

By no means. Twenty-five pesos. And in silver;
nob in gold.

“Your offer insults my government,” cried Befior Epiri-
tion, rising, with indignation.

“Then,” said Mr. ¥ranzoni, in warning tone, *“we will
change it

‘The offer was never changed. Could Mr. Franzoni have
meant the government?

This was the state of affairs in Anchuris when the winter
season opened at Coralio a¢ the end of the second yeat of
Tosada’s administration, So, when the governinent and

1sandbagging, &% 2% &% J 3 Q3T A, 8 % J 5.
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society made its annual exodus to the seashore it was evi-
dent that the prezidential advent would not be celebrated
by unlimited rejoicing. The tenth of November was the
day set for the entrance into Coralio of the gay company
from the capital. A narrow-gauge railroad runs twenty
miles into the interior from Solitas. The government
party travels by carriage from San Mateo to this road's
terminal point, and proceeds by train to Solitas. From
here they march in grand procession to Coralio where, on
the day of their coming, festivities and ceremonies abound.
But this season saw an ominous dawning of the tenth of
November.

Although the rainy season was over, the day seemed
to hark back to reeking Junc. A ﬁne drizzle of rain fell
<ll daring the fc The p tered Coralio
amid a strange silence.

President Losade wes an elderly man, grizzly bearded,
with a considerable ratio of Indian blood revealed in his
cinnemon complexion. His carriage headed the proces-
sion, surrounded and guarded by Captain Cruz and his
famous troop of one kundred Ylight horse “El Ctento Hui-
tandp.” Colonel Roces followed, with a regiment of the
regular-army.

The ypresident's sharp, beady eyes glanced ebout him
for the expected demonstration of welcome; but he faced
a stolid? indifferent array of citizens. RBightseers the
Anchurians are by birth and kabit, and they turned out to
their 1ast ahle-bodied unit fo witness the scene; but they
maintained an accusive silence. They crowded the streets
to the very wheel ruts; they covered ths red tile roofs to

1stolid, ¥% 3K 5R B,
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the eaves, but there wes never a “viva” from them, No
wireaths of palm and lemon branches or gorgeous strings
of paper roses hung from the windows and balconies as
was the custom. There was an apathy, a dull, dissenting
disapprobation, that was the more ominous! because it
puzzled. No one feared an outburst, 8 revolt of the dis-
contents, for they had no leader. The president and those
loyal to him had never even heard whispered a name among
them capable of crystallizing the dissatisfaction into op-
position. No, there could be no danger. The people al-
‘ways procured & new idol before they destroyed an old one.

At length, after s prodigious galloping and curvetting
of red-sashed majors, gold-laced colonels and epauletted
generals, the procession formed for its amual progress
down the Calle Grande to the Casa Morens, where the
ceremony of welcome to the visiting president always
took place.

The Swiss bmd led the line of march. After it pmnced
the loeal d, and a detacl t of his
troops. Next came a carriage mth four mermbers of the
cabinet, conspicuous smong them the Minister of War,
old General Pilar, with his white moustache and his soldier-
1y bearing. Then the president’s vehicle, containing also
the Ministers of Finance and State; and surrounded by
Captain Cruz’s light horse formed in a close double file of
fours. Following them, the rest of the officials of state,
the judges and distinguished military and soeial ornaments
of public and private life.

As the band struck vp, and the movement begon, like
8 bird of ill-omen the Valkalla, the swiftesh steamship of

1ominous, R #f.
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the Vesuvius lins, glided into the harbour in plain view
of the president and his train. Of course, thers way no-
thing menacing about its arrival—a business firm does not
go to war with a nation—but it reminded Sefior Espirition
and otherz in those carriages that the Vesuvius Fruit
Company was undoubtedly carrying thing up its
sleeve for them.

By the time the van of the procession had reached the
government building, Captain Cronin, of the Valkalla,
and Mr. Vincenti, member of the Vesuvius Company,
had landed and were pushing their way, bluff, hearty and
nonchelent, throngh the crowd on the narrow sidewalls.
Cln.d in white linen, big, debonair, with an air of good-

d autherity, they made i figures awong
thedark mass of uni jans, as they penetrated
to within a few ym"ds of the steps of the Chza, Morens.
Looking easily above the heads of the mwd they per-
ceived her that d above thé und
It was the fiery poll of Dicky Maloney againsy the wall
clese by the lower step; and his broad, seductive grin
showed that he recognized their presence,

Dicky bad attired himself becomingly for the festive
oceasion in a well-fitting black suit. Pasa was cloze by

his side, her head d with the ubiqui black
meontilla.

M. Vineenti looked at her att;antxvely.

“Botticelli's Madi ” he d, Iy, “I

wonder when she got into the game. I dou’t hLa his
getting tangled with the women. I hoped he would keep
away from them.”
Captain Cronin’s laugh almost drew attention from the
parade,
40
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*With that head of bair! Keep away from the women!
And & Maloney! Hasn’t he got a license? But, nonsense
aside, what do you think of the prospects? It’s a species
of filibustering out of my line.”

Vincenti glanced again at Dicky’s head and smiled.

“Rouge et noir,” he said. “There you have it. Alake
your play, gentlemen, Qur money is on the yed.”

“The led’s game,” said Cronin, with & commending
look at the tall, easy figure by the steps. “But ’tis all
like fly-by-night! theatricals to me. The talk’s bigger than
the stage; there’s a smell of gasoline in the air, and they’re
their own sudience and sceneshifters.”

They ceased talking, for G 1 Pilar had & ded
from the first ¢carriage snd had taken his stend upon the
top step of Casa Morena. As the oldest member of the
cabinet, custom had decresd that he should make the

dd of well P ing the keys of the official
residence to the president ab its close.

General Pilar was ons of the most distinguished citizens
of the republic. Hero of thres wars and innumerable
revolutions, he was an k d guest at Europ courts
and camps. An elogqusnt spesker and s friend to the
‘people, he represented the highest type of the Anchurians.

Holding in his hand the gilt keys of Casa Morena, he
began his addresa in & historical form, touching upon each
administzation and the ad of civilization and pros-
perity from the first dim siriving after liberty down to
present times. Arriving at the régime of President Losada,
at which point, according to precedent, he should have
delivered a evlogy upon its wise conduct and the happiness

1¥iy-by-night, # % A
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of the people, Gemeral Pilar paused. Then he silently
held up the bunch of keys high above his head, with his
eyea closely regarding it. The ribbon with which they
were bound finttered in the breeze.

“Tt still blows,” cried the speaker, exultantly. “Citizens
of Anchuria, give thanks to the saints this night that our
air 15 still free.”

Thus disposing of Losada’s administration, he abruptly
reverted to that of Olivarra, Anchuria’s most popular
ruler. Olivarra had been assessinated nine years before
while in the prime of life and usefulness. A faction of the
Liberal party led by Losnds himself had been aconsed of
the deed. Whether guilfy or not, it was eight years before
the ambiticus and scheming Losada had gained his goal.

Upon this theme General Pilars eloquence was loosed.
He drew tho picture of the beneficent Olivarra with &
loving hand. He reminded the people of the peace, the

ty and the happi they had enjoyed during that
period. He recolled in vivid detail and with significant
contrast the last winter sojourn of President Olivarra in
Coralio, when his appecrance at their fiestas® was the signal
for thundering vivas of Iove and approbation.

The first public expression of sentiment from the people
that day followed. A low, sustained murmur went among
them like the surf rolling along the shore.

“Ten dollars to a dinner at the Saint Chorles,” remarked
Mr. Vincenti, “that rouge wins.”

“I never bet against my own interest,” said Captain
Cronin, lighting a cigar. “Long-winded old boy, for his
age. What's he talking sbout!”
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“Bly Spanish,” replied Vincenti, ‘runs about ten words
to the minute; his is something around two hundred.
‘Whatever he’s saying, he's getting them warmed up.””

“Friends and brothers,” General Pilar was saying, “could
Ireach out my hand this day across the lamentable silence
of the grave to Olivarra ‘the Good,’ to the ruler who was
one of you, whose tears fell when yon sorrowed, and whose
smile followed your joy—I would bring bim back to you,
but—Olivarra is dead—dead at the hands of & craven
asgessin!”

The speaker turned and gezed boldly into the carriage

of the ident. His arm tended aloft as
lfbnsnstamlusx t The president was listening,
aghast, at this kable add of wel He was

sunk back upon his seat, trembling with rage snd damb
surprise, his dark haunds tightly gripping the carriege
cushions.

‘Half rising, he extended one arm toward the speaker,
and shouted a harsh command at Captain Cruz. The
leader of the “Flying Hundred” sat his horse, immovable,
with folded arms, piving no sign of having heard. TLosads
sank back again, his dark features distinctly paling.

“Who says that Olivarra Is dead?” suddenly cried the
speaker, his veice, old as he was, sounding like & battle
trumpet. “His body les in the grave, but to the people
he loved he has bequeathed his spirit—yes, more—his
learning, his , his kindness—yes, more—-his youth,
his xmage-peopla of Anchuria, have you forgotten Ra-
mon, the son of Olivarra?”

Cronin and Vincenti, watohing closely, saw Dicky
Maloney suddenly raise his hat, tear off his shock of red
hair, Jeap up the steps and stand at the side of General

43




8RR &% X

TR, T RREIET IS, K~ FaR TR
FEEH PR T SR SR (RS
bt

FEREHNREM INANRL BN, FR5Enz
HFRAE M6, FRIIZEH BT, (MR st
R, BIERS BB INT A SIRZA R AT Feay, TUEIRHT
E,BRAHLEE, BRTEREN, T GET—
F—EBHERpTERLY

TR ASGREE AR E MR B A 6E
BRI R, TR AT A,
BIEA S, AT IS R — A R S M 5 TS
S, SERBTARH, WAL, AEBEFERN
IR,

fBP IR, B H—E R AT R A, — T AR
RIRHEE BB RR SEERBR RN =, R
B, B EAMECERT, ERERE R RS, BYRAL
ST, H i, 0t B IRIR ARl 50,

FRERFASRRLE, oS FnFITHR A
FRERN, RO AR, THE R RN HFE T MU RS AR
REREE, ERASEAOERRTEREBESAR
—— B DA, AR TR, R R R — R B
B AR, EARSRETRMEENRTHN (Ra-
mon) BE?]

S RCIHRAR P LRI, AT R - S5 B
RPN T i TR, Bt £ 5, BER
BHH WA R RRIRRRERA D ENEE LA

43



CABBAGES AND EINGS

Pilar. The Minister of War laid his arm across the young
man’s shonlder, Al who had known President Olivarra
aaw again his same Yon-like pose, the same frank, undaunted
expression, the same high forehead with the peculiar line
of the clustering, crisp black hair.

General Pilar was an experienced orator. He seized
the moment of breathless silence that preceded the storm.

“Citizens of Anchuria,” he trumpeted, holding aloft the
Leys to Casa Morens, “I am here to deliver these keys—
the keys to your homes and liberty—to your chosen
president. Shall 1 deliver them to Enrico Olivarra’s
nssassin, or to his son?”

“Olivarra! Olivarral” the erowd shrieked and howled.

All vociferated the magie 1 en, women, child
and the parrots.
And the enthust: was not confined to the blood of

the plebs. Colonel Rocas ascended the steps and laid
his sword theatrically at young Ramon Olivarra’s feet,
Four members of the cabinet embraced him. Ceptain
Craz gave & command, and twenty of El Cienfo Huilando
dismounted and arranged themselves in a cordon about the
steps of Casa Morena.

But Ramon Olivarra seized that moment to prove
himself & born genius and politician. He waved those

ldiers aside, and di ded the steps to the street. There,
without losing his dignity or the distinguished elegance
that the loss of his red hair brought him, he took the pro-
letariat fo his bosom—the barefooted, the dirty, Indians,
Caribs, babies, beggars, old, young, saints, soldiers and
sinners—he missed none of them.

While this act of the drama was being presented, the
scene shifters had been busy at the duties that had been
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assigned to them. Two of Cruz’s dragoons had seized the
bridle reina of Losada’s horses; others formed & close guard
avound the carriage; and they galloped off with the tyrant
and his two unpopular Ministers. No doubt a place had
been prepared for them. There are & number of well-
barred stone apartments in Coralio.

“Rouge wins,” said Mr. Vincenti, calmly lighting anott
cigar.

Captain Cronin had been intently watching the vicinity
of the stone steps for some time.

“Good boy!” he exclaimed suddenly, ss if relieved.
“I wondered if he was going to forget his Kathleen Ma-
vourneen.”

Young Olivarra had reascended the steps and spoken a
few words to Gencral Pilar. Then that distinguished
veteran descended to the ground and approached Pasa,
who still stood, wonder-eyed, where Dicky had left her.
With his plumed hat in his hand, and his medals and dec-
orations shining on his breast, the general spoke to her and
gave her his arm, and they went up the stone steps of the
Casa Morena together. And then Ramon Olivarrs atepped
forward and took both her hands before all the people.

And while the cheering was brealdng out afresh every-
where, Captain Cronin and Mr. Vincenti turned and walked
back toward the shore where t.he g)g was waiting for them.

“There'll be tk proclamada’ in the

> said Mr. Vi i ingly. “As & rule they
are not as reliable as the elected ones, but this youngster
seems to have some good stuff in him. He planned and
mancuvred the entire campaign. Olivarra’s widow, you
know, was wealthy. After her husband was assessinated
she went to the States, and educated her son at ¥ale,
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The Vesuvius Company hunted him up, and backed him
in the little game.”

“It’s a glorious thing,” said Cronin, half jestingly,
“ta be able to discharge a government, and insert one
of your own choosing, in these days.”

“Oh, it iz only a matter of business,” said Vincenti,
stopping and offering the stump of his cigar to a monkey
that swung down from a lime tree; “and that is what moves
the world of to-day. That extra real on the price of
bananas hed to go. We took the shortest way of removing
it
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