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TENANTS THRBATEN
A GENERAL STRIKR

Talk of Refusing to Pay
Rent After June 1.

WOULD INVOLVE THOUSANDS

e

Want Landloras to Give * Yeafly
Leases—Houses Scarce Through-._\

A general strike of tehants agatnst’
landlords in the Brownsville sectlon of
Brooklyn, to begin June 1, was fore-
cast as a possibllity yesterddy by
tenants, who declared that it no ' rellet
was accorded they would act as & tus$
and refuse to pay rent, AU pressht
about 1,500 tenants are on atrike in
this district, and a general strike would
involve many thousands, :

Leaders of the Brownsville strikets
sald the idea of a gencral strlke I
agitating residents of that sectlon bas -
cause of what are termed intélerable -
living conditions. If the strike ls called,
it was safd the Brooklyn Ten&ntd Unfon
would seek the co-operation of labsg"
unions, churches and synugogubs.

At the Brownsville Labor Lyceum laat
night, it was said the tehants aré hot
in the fight against the landloris as
such, but against the syatem - of ine
creasing rentals every few months bee
cause of the frequent changing of land.
lords. _ . .

Representatives of the tenants aald.’
they do not object to the landlord pbe
taining a fafr return on his lnvept-
ment, but they oppose excessiva fh-
creases which in some cases ai® 'ﬂpw
per cent. more than the original Ten-
tals. Jt was' emphasized that not &l
the landlords in the suction are proi i~
teers, and onhe landlord on Howard
Avenue, who refused to ralsé ‘Tents,
saying he was making a felr profit,
was the guest at a dinner given by his
grateful tenants. The tenants hlso
hung out an American flag in feont
of his house, and a sign reading: ' 'We
honor our landlord. He has not raised
his rent in six months.”

Brownsville tenants desire, above all,
that the landlords grant them leagos
agreelng not to raise the rent fop' a
year, In the event of a strike plekets -
will be statloned in front of the. ,ogﬁg -
affected to warn prospective ten
of the situation ana to advise thém not
to move into the apartments. '

The Mayor's Committes on Rent Prof-
itecerlng adjusted the dispute bétwok'
Abraham - Perlman, landlord of #$73
Powell Street, and his twenty-toup 'tu\\-
ants. Perlman agreed that if h lft’l :
owns the property on Oct. 1 he wiil nbit
Increase the rent more than $1 .

Conditions Bad Throughout State.

John Alan Hamiiton of Buftalo,
Chairman of the Housing Committas 6f-
the State Reconstruction Committss,
who was in New York, said the hb\ulgt
situation all over the State s serfous,
land that an Up-State Advisory Counoll -
‘hus been formed to consider the m‘r
lem. He said that the council {s obnx
ducting a survey of the State similaer
(to that being ‘carried on in New Tork
- City. .

* Qvercrowding In all the towns s
becoming a menace,” he said. ‘* In the
smaller places there are few tenements,
and the congestion is apparent chietly
.in the fact that families everywhej4 [ 25
|taking In boarders to such an oxtént
that the practice is becoming dan
to health and morals.” & gerqus

Alr, Hamilton said that in Buffale, an
In New York City, there has been #o
building. He said that unless bulld}l"‘t
is resumed the industries will suffer,
The Public Health Committee of t?i
State  Reconstruction Committes -é%
which Dr. Henry Dwight Chp.p‘n 18
Chalrman, will meet Monday évening at
the Academy of Medicine to discuss tie
relation of housing to public health, 1t
was announced yesterday,

The Mavor's Committee recefved a pe-
tition from tenants in the houses &t
tide, 626, 630, 03¢ 2ast 136th Street, BFY-

Ing thelr landlady, Mrs. Rose Rudingky, -
was about to evict them and ask 5
that she be restrained. The petition [T}
Mrs. Rudinsky had incrensed the re ital
to a point which the tenants thoukHt
too high and, when they refused to

she attempted to evint members: i
committee who walted on her, ‘thsMet
upon, the petitlon said, the 120 ra.mmu
in the houses went on strike, ot

Threatens to Boost Taxes.

Commissioner of Accounts Hirschefeld
examined Joseph Rudinsky of 409 ngt
129th Street, owner, with his wife, of

2,101 and 2,109 Harrlson Avenue, tha
Bronx. When Rudinsky sai@ his annal
plumbing bill was $05,000 some of tl
tenants laughed. Commissioher Hirgohw
field said that, taking Rudinsky's own
figures on the income of the houses, hs
wag receiving more than 35-per c¢ent.
on his fnvestment and that the property
was assessed for about half.its .vﬁub.
Several tenants testified as to lack of
heat, leakages, poor plumbing cond}:
tlons, and Rudinsky's refusal to malte
repairs. :

Mr. Hirschficld told the tenants the
Mayor's Committee has no power to atop
landlords from raising rents, but that
if they do so, the city could ihcreasé
thelr tax assesaments. o

Abraham Davidson of Weeks Avenue,
the Bronx, whese income is $20 a v& k,
and who has a wife and three chil :%?.
one of whom ig an Invalld, called at t 3
office of the Mayor's Committee ah
sald that in eightcen months his rent
had been rafsed $13. He sald that
when he first rented the upa.rtm?nt
It cost $23 a month. To meet the Iné
creases, he sald he had to pawn trinkets
belonging to his wife. '

Captaln  Goldsmith of the M yo‘ N
Committee cettled a dispute betweep
tenants and landlord of 0548 and E
Powell Street, Brooklyn, on the baM¥
of continuing the payment of the rent‘?
which were being charged April 1, '
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