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Wikidata Community
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Background

In 2021, researchers at Wikimedia Deutschland
conducted the Wikidata 2021 Community survey
to collect baseline data on the community’s social
and technical background. The survey aimed to
build a foundation for future initiatives and
provide a clearer understanding of the Wikidata
community’s composition.

In 2024, with some revisions, we revived the
initiative to capture a more recent snapshot of the
community.
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The current project draws on the methodology of
the 2021 survey, combined with the approach
from the Community Insights survey conducted

regularly by researchers at Wikimedia
Foundation.

The results are based on descriptive analysis
without statistical testing, so they reflect
differences within the sample rather than the
whole community. Still, the consistency of the
results with the 2021 report suggests the trends
are reliable, though they should be interpreted
with caution.


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_Community_Survey_2021.pdf
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Community_Insights

DDDDDDDDDDD

1 Highlights



Some highlights from the results

8.6%

are active only on
Wikidata

The majority of the
participants also have
experience contributing to
other Wikimedia projects.
Wikipedia and Wikimedia
Commons are the most
mentioned wikis among
the respondents.

45.2%

have moderate
Wikidata experience
level

These respondents
understand how most
things work on Wikidata
and contribute with little to
no guidance.

02.5%

are from Northern and
Western Europe and
North America

Most common countries
include United States,
Germany, and France. The
results are consistent with
the 2021 survey.

72%

have a post-secondary
degree or higher

The community is highly
educated in the formal
sense, which is also
consistent with the results
of the WMF Community
Insights survey.
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2 Contribution
to Wikidata



Forms of participation in Wikidata

To understand the different types of involvement in
Wikidata, we asked participants about the activities they
usually do when contributing. In 2024, we expanded the
list to capture additional forms of involvement, such as
data reuse in external applications and research projects.

This question was also used as a screener: only responses
indicating some form of involvement in Wikidata were
included in further analysis.

Participants could select multiple options or self-describe
their activities on Wikidata.
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The list of activities offered in the survey:

Editing data on Wikidata

Building application(s), that use data from Wikidata
Editing Wikidata for reuse or connecting to other
Wikimedia projects

Developing user scripts or gadgets

Contributing to Phabricator on topics related to
Wikidata

Conducting research about/with Wikidata
Importing data

Taking part in discussions on Wikidata

Admin tasks

Mentoring



Forms of participation in Wikidata

Editing data and Editing Wikidata for
reuse and connection with other
wikis were the most common activities
reported by the respondents.
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Wikidata Activity Combinations

Editing data + Editing for
reuse and connection to
other wiki(s) was also the
most common combination of
activities, with Editing alone
being the second most
common response, followed
by Research about/with
Wikidata.
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Other combinations

Editing data + Connecting with other Wiki(s)

Editing data

Conducting research with/about Wikidata

Editing data + Importing data
+ Connecting with other Wiki(s)

Connecting with other Wiki(s)

Editing data + Importing data

Editing data + Taking part in discussions
+ Connecting with other Wiki(s)

Editing data + Connecting with other Wiki(s)
+ Importing data + Taking part in discussions

Building tools that use data from Wikidata

Editing data + Connecting to other Wiki(s)
+ Conducting research with/about Wikidata
+ Importing data

Editing data + Connecting to other Wiki(s)
+ Mentoring

Editing data
+ Conducting research with/about Wikidata

Editing data + Connecting with other Wiki(s)
+ Conducting research with/about Wikidata

Most Common Combinations of Activities on Wikidata
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Note: Percentages are calculated based on the 941 responses.
Combinations of activities selected fewer than 10 times are grouped under “Other."




Forms of participation in Wikidata

We initially aimed to identify the roles or types of
contributors based on the combinations of activities.
Some roles appear more distinct — for example,
participants primarily involved in research, or those
focusing on building external applications.

Other activity patterns may indicate involvement across
multiple projects, with potential differences such as:

e Primarily editing on another wiki,
adding/correcting something on Wikidata to
support the main tasks and workflows (e.g.
Wikipedia editor, editing Wikidata)

e  Contributing to multiple wikis (i.e. Wikimedia
editors)
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Other combinations reflect the differences in levels of
social involvement (e.g. participating in the discussions or
not) and technical proficiency (e.g. with/without importing
data, which requires the use of specialized tools).

But as seen on the graph, beyond the already diverse set of
the common activity combinations, more than a quarter of
respondents represent another combination of activities,
resulting in unique contribution patterns.



Wikidata Experience Level

Self-assessed Wikidata Experience Level

Most of the respondents assessed their 00 b
level of Wikidata as Moderate (meaning

they understand how most things work

on Wikidata and contribute 300
independently or with minimal
guidance).

=900)
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Note: all labels refer to skill level, not
time in project; tenure was assessed
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For more details on the Wikidata
experience level definitions, see the 0

AI !l )endiX, Novice Advanced Beginner Moderate Experienced

Wikidata experience level
Note: Percentages exclude missing data and are calculated based on the 900 out of 941 responses.
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Contribution to Wikidata: Start Year

To capture the tenure, we asked
about the year when the
participants started
contributing to Wikidata.

The graph shows a peak
around the project’s launch, a
decline in editors that started
around 2014-2016 and an
increase from 2017 onward.
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Wikidata Start Year: 2024 vs 2021

Participants' Contribution Start Year for Wikidata
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The trend is consistent with the results from 2021. After the cutoff at 2020 in the previous report, our data shows
another local decrease in the number of editors starting in 2021, followed by a continuous increase from 2022 onward.
The data for the current survey was collected in August 2024, and still 2024 shows a slightly higher share of newcomers.

As mentioned in the 2021 report, the higher rate in recent years may reflect the regular dropout of contributors over

time, rather than a true increase in newcomers.



Number of edits made on Wikidata: 2024 vs 2021

Self-reported Number of Edits Made on Wikidata
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Note: edit counts are self-reported. In 2024 respondents were advised to report the total edit count, including all accounts
and edits made with mass-edit tools. A link to XTools was provided to help with the calculations, though rough estimates
were also accepted. In contrast, the 2021 survey recommended reporting the edit count from the main account only.

Still, the edit distribution follows the 2021 pattern, with peaks around 0-10 and 1001-10000 edits. The 0-10 range likely
includes newcomers, editors mainly contributing to other wiki(s) and participant focusing on non-editing tasks, such as
research and other forms of data reuse.


https://xtools.wmflabs.org/ec/wikidata
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3 Contribution
to Other Wikis



Contribution to Other Wikis

Participants reported their
involvement in other Wikimedia
projects. The two most mentioned
wikis are Wikipedia and
Wikimedia Commons, with
3rd-party wikis emerging as one of
the surprising runner-ups.

In the feedback section,
participants also suggested adding
an option to share which 3rd-party
wikis they are active on, to get a
more detailed overview and help
guide future improvements.

Meanwhile, 8.6% of respondents
reported no contribution to other
wikis.

\») WIKIMEDIA

DEUTSCHLAND

Number of selections per option

Contribution to Other Wikis (Past and Present)

82.2%

D
o
o

N
o
=)

n
o
o

62.4%
21.1%  20,2%
17%
14.6%
11.9% 11.5%
8.6% 8.6%
5.8%
4.4% 4.3% 4% o
Frrrreey
Bl o= ==
{ <]

O -
& o S ) © e @ > & Y ) o $ > S
,Q@b\ & ,@& okc' @Q ) \‘.\)Q& &0’\ {b‘) 006“ VQ@S & ec,\Q' c}\o{\ ,oq}o 0\0\) %§ $°
RS N T - I R e R I AR S £ &
& W \ & © N S N N e & & & & N
X o & 0§ & ® G o
@Q}b o W @ ™ N &
S i &
N
N N &
O
Wikis

Note: Respondents could select multiple options, and thus percentages may add to over 100%.
Percentages exclude missing data and are calculated based on the 916 out of 941 responses.
Responses indicating contribution to Wikidata only are combined with responses indicating no wiki contribution under "No other wiki contribution".



Combinations of Wikis

Contribution by Wiki Combination (Past and Present)

Wikipedia + Wikimedia Other wiki) r combinatons
Commons is also the most
mentioned combination
of wikis the respondents
are active on, appearing
more frequently, than
these two wikis alone.

Wikipedia + Wikimedia Commons

Wikipedia

No contribution to other wikis

Wikisource + Wikipedia
+ Wikimedia Commons

3rd-party wiki(s) + Wikipedia
+ Wikimedia Commons
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P
*
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Wikis and Wiki combinations

Wikimedia Commons
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overview.
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Number of respondents per combination (n=916)

Note: Percentages exclude missing data and are calculated based on the 916 responses.
Combinations of wikis selected fewer than 10 times are grouped under “Other.”
Responses indicating contribution to Wikidata only are combined with responses indicating no wiki contribution under "No contribution to other Wikis".

\») WIKIMEDIA

DEUTSCHLAND



DDDDDDDDDDD

4 Belonging &
Respect



Belonging & Respect: Wikidata Community vs Wikipedia Editors

Feeling of Belonging and Respect in the Wikidata Community
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To measure community experience and establish a baseline for future comparisons, we included the scales on sense of
belonging and feeling respected in the community. Compared with the WMF Community Insights survey, our results show a
larger share of respondents selecting “Neither agree nor disagree” for both statements.

Some free-form comments we received suggest uncertainty about the existence of the broader Wikidata community, pointing
instead to more scattered groups and individual contributors. Additionally, our survey did not distinguish between “Neither
agree nor disagree” and “Unsure”, thus potentially receiving the combined share of those responses under “Neither”.
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5 Personal
and Social
Background
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5.1 Location
and Languages



Countries Grouped by Wikimedia Regions

The largest proportion of
respondents are residing in
Northern and Western Europe
and North America, together
accounting for 62.5% of the total
sample.
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10 Most Common Countries of Residence

Top 10 Countries of Residence (with Others Combined)

Other 4 43.3%
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Note: Percentages exclude missing and "Prefer not to disclose" responses, and are calculated based on the 776 out of 941 responses.
Countries outside the top 10 have been grouped under "Other".
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10 Most Common Countries: 2024 vs 2021
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There is a slight difference in 10 most common countries reported in the 2024 survey, compared to the 2021 survey.

Compared to 2021, Czechia moves down in the ranking, and Nigeria joins the top 10 countries, and India moves out of

the 10 most common countries (grouped as “Other”) in the 2024 survey.



Most Common Primary Languages

Most Common Primary Languages (with 10+ Responses)

37.7%

English is the most common 3001
primary language among
respondents, followed by

German, French, and Spanish.
2004
Multiple selections were allowed.

Languages with fewer than 10
responses are grouped as ‘Other.
In total, 85 unique primary
languages were reported.
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Most Common Fluent Languages

Among other languages
respondents speak fluently,
English is far ahead of the next
most common language.

Additionally, 24.7% of
respondents reported not
speaking any other language
fluently besides their selected
primary language(s).

Some participants expressed that
they would like to add the
languages they are less fluent in,
since they sometimes also use
them for contribution.
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Percentages exclude missing and "Prefer not to disclose" responses, and are calculated based on the 789 out of 941 responses.
Languages selected or entered fewer than 10 times are grouped under “Other.” The category "No other fluent language" includes only those who explicitly selected that option.
Atotal of 75 unique languages and language variations were reported.




Sense of Belonging and English Language Fluency

A slightly larger share of fluent English
speakers and participants who reported no
English fluency disagreed with the
belonging statement, compared to primary
English speakers.

Several open-ended responses also
identified language barrier as a
significant obstacle to participating in the
community.
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For respondents that selected English as a primary language, the base count is 335; for respondents speaking English fluently it is 438;

for non-English-speaking respondents, the base count is 127.

"l feel like | belong
in the Wikidata Community"
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Neither agree nor disagree
B Agree
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5.2

Primary
Responsibilities
and Education



Work and Primary Responsibilities

The question on work and primary roles was
designed to capture the responsibilities
community members hold outside their
involvement in the project.

Most respondents indicated being employed
or in education.

Several free-form responses indicated
employment statuses and primary roles that
were not fully captured by the existing options.
We also received feedback highlighting the
importance of reflecting roles and circumstances
such as voluntary work, sabbatical leave, and
disability status. We will refine this question in
future iterations of the survey.
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Work and Responsibilities: 2024 vs 2021
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w
s monain _ i
and combinations o
e
Fisierinoti decloss - bl Freelancing and seeking for a job I
£ Freelancer and in education | Im% Freelancing and in Education I
g Seeking job and in Education I
o Employed and in education{ 4% =
<
< & Employed and Freelancer I
Seeking employment < 6.7% §
S Employed and in Education
=
Retired 9.1% g Seeking Employment -
YT — _ rrecancno [
£
a Student 154%
(any level of eduaction) R
Feree _ i
0 100 200 300
Number of respondents per combination (n=914) 0 100 200 300
Note: Percentages exclude missing data and are calculated based on the 914 out of the 941 responses. count

Combinations of responsibiliies selected fewer than 10 times are grouped under “Other responsibilities and combinations”.

Wikidata Diversity survey 2021

As in 2021, we looked at the combinations of roles and responsibilities (any number of roles could be selected).

The most common response remains Employment or Education alone, with single responsibilities generally more
frequent than combinations.

Combinations mentioned fewer than 10 times are grouped under “Other.” For example, care work (shown in the
previous graph) is included in “Other” because it is usually combined with other roles, which vary among respondents.



Highest Completed Education Level

This year, we added a question on formal education.

Respondent Highest Finished Education Level

The results indicate a trend towards higher levels of
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formal qualification.
% 200
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Education: WMF Community Insights

Respondent Highest Finished Education Level (Grouped)
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2024 Community Insights Survey

Both Wikidata community and a broader Wikimedia community continue to be highly educated in the formal sense.
72% of respondents to the Wikidata Community survey and 81% respondents of the WMF Community Insights survey

in 2024 reported completing a post-secondary degree or higher.

Note: The graph on the right shows percentages on the Y-axis, while the graph on the left shows actual counts. However, both graphs use

percentage labels, which can be directly compared in descriptive terms.
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Age & Gender



Age Groups: WMF Community Insights

Respondent Age Groups
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In 2024 WMF Community Insights survey, the age group 18-24 became the largest age group among respondents (21%).
The results of our survey indicate the comparable proportion of contributors in this age bracket (20.8%), being the
second-largest group after 25-34 years old.

Note: The graph on the right shows percentages on the Y-axis, while the graph on the left shows actual counts. However, both graphs use
percentage labels, which can be directly compared in descriptive terms.



Age Groups: 2024 vs 2021

Respondent Age Groups Wikidata Diversity survey 2021
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Compared with the 2021 survey results, the trend remains similar: the majority of participants fall within the 18-24 and

25-34 age groups.



Gender Identities: WMF Community Insights

Respondent Gender Identities

71.6%

600
)
2
o
n
£
«» 400
o
7]
c
o
o
0
2
S
s
[
£

200
= %
2 19.1%

6.3% 5.8%
0 - -
Woman Man Gender diverse Prefer not to disclose

Gender identity

Note: Percentages exclude missing data and are calculated based on the 915 out of 941 responses
‘Gender categories are not mutually exclusive, and thus may add to over 100%

Active editor gender distributions 2019 to 2024
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Respondents could select multiple categories, and thus totals may add up to over 100%

Both our results and the WMF Community Insights survey data show a gender disparity, with 71.8% and 80% of respondents
identifying as men. The results of the Community Insights survey also indicates that this proportion has remained stable
over the years. 6.3% of respondents in our survey, and 5% of respondents in Community Insights survey described their
gender as non-binary, genderqueer, or another identity outside binary gender identities.

For details on the methodology for collecting and analyzing gender identity data, see the Appendix.



Gender Identities: 2024 vs 2021

Respondent Gender Identities
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Gender

The wording of the question and the response options in the 2021 Wikidata Diversity survey differed, but the results
similarly indicate the imbalance, with a skew towards male-identifying respondents.



Feeling of Belonging by Gender

Feeling of Belonging by Gender
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6 Newcomers
2023-2024



Newcomers (2023-2024): Gender Identities

Newcomers: Respondent Gender Identities

68.1%

This section looks at responses from 1001
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to Wikidata in 2023-2024. These
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Note: Percentages exclude missing data and are calculated based on the 182 responses.
Gender categories are not mutually exclusive, and thus may add to over 100%



Newcomers (2023-2024): Age

Newcomers: Respondent Age Groups
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Newcomers (2023-2024): Region

Newcomers: Countries of Residence Grouped by Wikimedia Regions
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Note: Percentages exclude missing data and are calculated based on the 161 responses.

Among newcomers in 2023-2024, Northern and Eastern Europe and North America are the most common regions,
with Sub-Saharan Africa joining the top 3 at 11.8%.
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7 Appendix



Methodology and Setup

1.
Survey questions

The survey included
questions about various
forms of contribution and
participation in Wikidata
and other Wikimedia
projects, as well as personal
background, social and
technical experiences.

The background for asking
these questions is can be
found on the project page.

2.
Multilingual approach

The survey was available in
English, German, French,
Spanish, Portuguese
(Brazilian), Chinese
(Simplified), Arabic, and
Hindi.

3.
Past surveys

Most questions were
adapted from the Wikidata
Diversity Survey 2021 and
WMF Community Insights
Survey 2024 to ensure
consistency and enable
comparison of results.

4.
Implementation details

The survey was
implemented on Lamapoll
and promoted via the
banner on Wikidata Main
Page (through Central
Notice), Wikidata mailing
list and Weekly summary.
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Usability_and_usefulness/2024-Community-Survey

Methodology and Setup

5.
Questionnaire

All questions in the survey
were optional, except for
the screener question about
the legal age. Following the
data protections for people
under 18, the responses
from those under 18 were
not stored and included in
the analysis.

6.
Sample

The results are based on the
941 responses after the data
cleanup. All percentages
were calculated based on
the number of responses to
each question, unless
otherwise specified.

7.
Data Cleanup

All 941 responses included
into the analysis indicated
some form of participation
in Wikidata, i.e., have at
least one activity selected in
the question about the
forms of involvement in
Wikidata.
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Wikidata Experience Levels

To make self-assessment easier, we included the following level descriptions
for reference:

e Novice: I only tried contributing to Wikidata briefly and do not know
a lot about it

e Advanced Beginner: I have basic understanding of Wikidata, but
have to actively refer to supporting resources (for example, help
pages or tutorials)

e Moderate: I understand how most things work on Wikidata and
contribute independently or with minimal guidance

e  Experienced: I solve more complex tasks on Wikidata and/or use
advanced functionalities and tools (for example, complex queries,
mass edit and import tools)
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Wikimedia Regions

The regional groupings used in the
analysis are adopted from the WMF

Community Insights survey and are based
on the Wikimedia regions.
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https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Community_Insights
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Community_Insights
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_regions

Gender Identity Grouping

For the analysis and visualizations on gender identities, we
follow the approach adopted in the WMF Community
Insights survey:

“We borrow the term “gender diverse” from the UN
OHCHR and other groups, and use it as an umbrella term
for all respondents who identified as transgender,
non-binary, genderqueer, agender, and all other
non-binary gender descriptors, as well as users who
identified with multiple gender descriptors.
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For the categories of men and women, all respondents
who identified as men or women are included in the
descriptive data and analyses (for example, a respondent
who selected that they identify as a woman and as
non-binary would be included in both the category for
women and for gender diverse people). Thus, totals may
add to over 100%”.


https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Community_Insights/Community_Insights_2024_Report
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Community_Insights/Community_Insights_2024_Report
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