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“ The white settlers on this track had been | P1ace to place, lest they might attract at-

. fear, abandoned their homes, and the
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Mankato, Minn., April 27, 1880,

(Written for the REVIEW.) s

The Knights, of the Forest.

A CHAPTER OF SECRET HISTORY.

No event in the history of Minnesota
caused more uriversal anxiety and
alarm in the minds of its citizens, than
the Sioux massacre of 1862. Mankato
was then a frontier town. The: whole
country west of us had been devastated
by the blood-thirsty Indians, about a
thousand of our people murdered by
these savages; their houses and crops de-
stroyed; our town converted-into a camp
of fugitives, and a hospital for wounded
men, women and children. It is no
wonder that a bitter and revengeful feel-

!idg prevailed among the white settlers.

Added to all this, there was a general
feeling of insecurity, atising from the

the date being the last of December,
1862, or the first of January 1863, three
persons, two of them citizens of Man-
kato, and one of Garden City," convers
ing about the situation, conceived the
idea of forming a secret order, whose
object should be the removal of all In-|
dians from the State. Having confided
the project to others, chosen men, be-
lieved to be fayorable, and found to be|
so, they organized a lodge that very
night, in a building in block 14, opposite |
the levee, and adopted the name,
“Knights of the Forest.” They belieyed
that by tniting men of both political
partiesto work for a common object,
throwing over - their proceedings the
mysterious veil of secrecy, they would
be able to wield more power than by
working openly by petitions or other-!
wise. SR

This lodge afterwards met in a car-
penters’ shop which stood on the cor-

fact that onty three miles from Mankato !
lay the Winnebago Indian reservation,
on which this tribe had a few yéb.r; be-
fore been placed by the United States:

government, occupying nine townships|

the Free Press office now stands. Then

ner of Front and Jackson streets, where

inan office in block 14 again, near Wal-
nut street. Than a few times in the
Masonic Hall, in Marks’ stone building,

of the most fertile and best watered por-- gud .grobab'ly In other places. They
tion of Blue Earth and Waseca counties, °00Sidered it expedient to move from

" While affairs were in this - condition; sincerely hope that this meeting may be
: profitable to each one of us, and that we

may go forth from this lodge stronger
and braver in!the determination to
banish forever from our beautiful State
every Indian who now desecrates its
soil.” i .

The Vice Chancellor then proclaimed
the lodge open in the following words:

“I declare this lodge open for the tran-
saction of business, and for extending
universal opposition fo all tribes of In-
dians in the State of Minnesota.”

At the initiation) the candidate was
asked the following questions before he
was admitted to the:lodge room:

Do you promise, upon your honor,that

|you will keep all secrets and informa-

Are you in favor of the removal of all
tribes of Indians from the State of Min-
nesota? Will you'sacrifice all political
and other preferences to accomplish that
object? Will youdo allin your power
to elect to office such men only as will
favor such removal? Do you desire. to
become a member of an order having
for its object the removal of all Indians
from this State, called the Knights. of
the Forest?"’ :

These questions having been satisfac-
torily answered, he was led by the con-

troduced to the Vice Chanceilor, who
addressed him, explaining the objects of

driven from their homes to make room ! tention by meeting many times m one

“’innebagoes from our vicinity, and

for the Indians. _Some of them _wh‘o'g
tried to hold their claims weresubjected

to constant threats, aunoyances and dep-
redations by the savages until they, too,
unable to exist longer 1n such continual

land which they had hoped soon to be-
hold occupied by a prosperous com-
munity, was forced by process of law to
remain a wilderness.

: ,These Winnebagoes were known to
b friendly with "the Sioux, and only the
Ehost watchful care and vigilance had
f"grevented them from joining in the
‘murderous raid. -Our people felt that
the future prosperity of Mankato, and
indeed of all this region, depended on
obtaining the speedy removal of the

ren from our State. It was, however,a
difficult project owing to the great in-
fluence with the government of those
whose interest it wasto have them re-
miain, and the case seemed almost hope-
Tess. :

building. A5

The lodge grew to a-considerable size. |
It included in its membership many of,
the most prominent and influential men
of Mankato and Blue Earth county, some
of whom still live among us, and have

not forgotten the ancient grip and sign,|

which have fr:aquently, even in these
latter years, afforded a means of recog-
nition between men who would other-
wise have regarded each other as stran-
gers. A ritual was adopted. " The pre-
siding officer was called Worthy Chan,
cellor, other officers were Past Chancel-
lor, Vice Chancellor, Conducter, Assist-
ant Cqonductor, Recording and Financial
Secretaries and Sentinel. At the open-
ing of the lodge the Chancellor address-

led the members as follows:

“‘OFFICERS AND MEMBERS:—The objects
for which we are assembled are worthy!
ofour cause. It is no less than the
preservation of our lives, our families
and our homes. Let us he ever watch-
ful and keep constantly in mind the
sacred obligation which binds us tégether
as brothers in one common interest. I

the order. After thisthe candidate took
the obligation, which was as follows:

“I, —~——, of my own free will and
accord, in the full belief that every In-
dian should be removed from the State,
by the memory of the Inhuman cruelties
perpetrated upon . defenceless citizens,
and n the presence of the members
of the order here assembled,
do most solemnly promise, without
any mental reservation whatever, to
use every -.exertion and influence
in my power, to cause the removal of all
tribes of Indians from the State of Min-
nesota. Iwill sacrifice every political
and other preference to accomplish that
object. Iwillnotaid or assist in any
manner to elect to office in this State or
the United States any person outside of
this order whq willnot publicly or pri-
vately pledg’e?:imself for the permanent
removal of a]l tribes of Indians from

the State :ot Minnesota. I will
protect and defend at every hazard,
all membery in carrying out the

objects of this order. ~ I will faith-
fully observe the constitution, rules and
by-laws of this lodge or any grand or
working lodgp of Knights of the Forest
to which I ay: be attached.

person not ertitled to know the same.

tion which we may here reveal to you?

ductor within the lodge room, and in-|

And in cas)g should be expelled or vol- |
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imtarily withdraw from the order, 1 will
onsider this obllgatlon still binding. To
11 of which I pledge my sacred honor.”

After receiving this obligation the can-, m.
idate was required to sign the constitu-|

This yster!.nad its etfect -on the gov=' This plan was adopted, and the
ernment, amll it is very probable that- ~house was built of logs, hewn on one
mﬂlOUﬁ it th¢ removal of the Indlans side, which were laid tofaceinwards,
‘Inighi huw been delayed for -years, as the outside showing the round side,
ithere was aa(roug and influential. party or nature’s architecture. The size

ion, and was then jostructed in thegrip,’
ign and password, after Which the Past
Northy Chancellor addressed him with!
ongratulatory remarks, and finally thef
hancellor proclaimed him a worthy!

.whose mterest:t ‘was to have them Te-
mam. e

ject for which the order was constituted |
knight, entxtledto all the rights of the  having been accomplished; and the

order. order itself having .ceased forever, the
' When the Ioage had increased to & people are now among those who, in the

"but also several from the surrounding = Those who ca.refully read the obhg-’

| country, applications began to come for tion may wonder how new members |

the forming 0? other lodges. A grand were obtained, smce the obliga-
lodge was therefore organized, with tion prohibited revealing the name or'
headquarters ;at Mankato, which pro- existence of the order. It was the prac-

the winter and spring of 1863; one at removing the Indians, and “talk with
Garden City, which met in the garret of them in a’ casual manner on. this sub-
an unoccupied house; one at Meriden, ject, and finally, unless tHey themselves
Steele county, and others, the names suggested it, askthem what they thought
and locations of which are now lost, the of the propnety of formmg such an
records of the grand lodge and of Man- order. If the result of the interview was
kato lodge havmv been . destroyed by favorabel, a, report was then made to
fire. . ;. the lodge; it,was talked over, and if, a

The nature ‘of the busmess transacted\ ballot being had, the person was elected,
in these. lodges wiil be readily under-y

the was then requested confidentially to
stood from . perusal of the obligation come to a certain place at a certain time,

recited above. One noteworthy act of where he would meet others who were
the Mankato’ lodge, however, merits par: ready to j join him. On arriving at the

ticular attention.. This was the employ- designated place, and not before, he dis-
ment of a cerfain number of men, mem- ¢oyered that the lodge was already -in
bers of the order, whose duty was to lie existence.
in ambush on the outskirts of the Win-
nebago Reservation, and shoot any In- Mankato’s First 33‘1001 HOHSB \
dian who mlght be observed outside the e

VENTURA; Cal., Sept. 23rd, 1893.

lines. It is not the province of this

sketch to relate how many, if any, In- EpiTors or REVIEW:-Iam asked for
. dians were thus disposed of, It is suffi- [* short statement of the first semi-
| cient to say that the designated parties [227Y Of Jearning in Mankato, “The

considerable size, having in its member- language of the ritual, are “enntled to the deac it epetned. a8 15-WwHE Dover
!ship not only many citizens of Mankato, know thesame.”

good lumber was in reach. All the
lpeoplejomcd in the expense of the

ceeded to grant charters to subordinate tice to approach those who were believ-/
lodges, several of which were formed in ed to be in sympathy with the project of!

1 a7
‘went out on their scouting excursions, =0 108 School Housz. o &
'and in'due time returned and reported. Late in the suagiolpgi o, Dev.

ocOon- ’

For obvious reasons their reports were James Thomsan, WIEH OLIers
sulted about the situation of thecom- |
not made matter of record. 4

mubity as to a place for public wor-

The Winnebagos were removed inMay ship, ana for a school.
1863, and with their removal, and the e first plan seemed tobe to build
Openlng ‘of the reservation for Se[ﬂement by subscription a house for worship,| 1
the immediate reason for the organiza- swhich should be used for a &th)ol
tion of the Knights of the Forest ceased house. There was no school dr-;tnr't
to exist. The order, however, had done organized, and perhaps no school |
itswork. Thereis no doubt that its pres- law. Irememberwell that dMr. George
tige was magnified in the minds of the M. Van Brunt said no to the propo-
people,and of the government, by the sition, but said he would build a

secrecy thrown a.round 1ts proceedmgs school house, and it should be used
AR " jfor church service.

was 24 by 30 feet. A door in the]
south end, and two windows in the|

There is no betrayal of trust in pub-] ast side, and two in the west, con-|
lishing these matters now since the ob- Ftituted the openings. |

Any other material for the building :
was very hard to get. JohnS. Hincx{-v /
ley had a pile of pine lumber on lot 1, ‘ '
block 13, but it was held sacred ior’

used except for coffins, and Mr.
Hinckley was looked upon as a pro-
vident friend in such cases. No other

; building.

It was completed about Deec. 1st,
1855, and unadorned, it filled its pur-
pose for ten years as a church and
schoo!l house of Mankato, antil the
Union school building was erected in
1866, eleyen years later, on the same
lots and immediately in front of its| =
predecessor. {

John S. Hinckley donated one of |

the lots, and the Mankato ( Taim .?
Company assume pm ment for the
other. 5
The first school was taught by L
G. M. Fletcher, and was the com-:
mencement of a course of education!
of which Mankato may well be con-
gratulated. Of the scholars that i
look back to the ‘““Old Log School, )
House,” as a once scholastic house, !
the l earned professions may all be!
proud. ‘A. D. SEwaRD. |
THE AIM OF LIFE, ! )
1 love to feel when sinks the san B l
That there is something I have done,
For which the world is better. 1
Howerver small the act may be, f
If something good has gone from me;
The world remains my debtor.

I hold the aim of him is less

Who seeks for his own happiness
Than his who lives for others.

For, stripped of vanity and pride,

The brightest tiuth the whole world widel {
Is this—*‘That men are Brothers.” _ /[

So may we be content to find
The satisfaction of the mind
Which comes from noble living ; !
And we shall see our little store, !
Depleted oft increasing more, ’ J
And multiplied through giving. I /
[SErEoTED. | /
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