Wikipedia: Past
present and future

Sue Gardner, Executive Director,
Wikimedia Foundation
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Knv6D6Thi0

The ideal encyclopedia

should be radical. it
should stop being safe.

Charles Van Doren, The Idea of an Encyclopedia, American Behavioral Scientist 1962




| suppose the most
revolutionary act one can

engageinis to

tell the truth.
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Teachers ask. You choose. Students leam.
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Wikimedia
Baidu Encyclopedia
New York Times

BBC Sites

Wall Street J ournal
Encyclopaedia Britannica
Merriam Webster

MSN Encarta

National Geographic
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WIKIPEDIA LANGUAGE VERSIONS




30 million

ARTICLES




RANK OF WlKlPEDIA IN TOP SITES, GLOBALLY (comScore Mediametrix)




5 0 5 million

PEOPLE READ WlKlPEDlA EVERY MONTH (comScore, September 2013)




COST TO USE WIKIPEDIA




YES, IT'S FREE




PAID EMPLOYEES




80,000

WIKIPEDIA ACTIVE EDITORS (5+ edits per month)







Wikipedia flourished because it

was a shrine to @ltruism -a

place for shy, learned people to
deposit their trawls.

Nicholson Baker, “The Charms of Wikipedia,” March 2008, The New York Review of Books




Wikipedia represents a belief in
the supremacy of F€éason

and goodness of others.




Wikipedia works because those
who know the truth are usually

more NUMeErous &
committed than those who

believe in a falsehood.

Cass Sunstein, Infotopia: How Many Minds Produce Knowledge, Oxford University Press 2006




Thank you.






