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Mobile and Offline as two sides of the same coin



  

Mobile world changes every six months

Relevance of offline in a more connected world 



  

How do we focus?



  

Over the next five years, the Wikimedia 
Foundation will aim to accelerate impact in a few 

key areas.  We will establish a temporary 
presence in several high-potential geographies, 
with the goal of accelerating editor recruitment 
and self-organization.  This will begin in India, 

Brazil and the Arabic-speaking Middle East.  We 
will also significantly accelerate activities designed 

to meet the needs of mobile users, with a 
particular emphasis on those in the Global South. 
And, we will invest in scalable solutions designed 
to make Wikipedia available to people who don't 

have internet access.



  

Task Force Commentary

  WMF should focus on facilitating 
third-party application development 
and reuse of Wikipedia content
“

”



  

Task Force Commentary

  WMF should identify promising 
partnerships with cell phone 
manufacturers and providers who can 
incorporate Wikipedia content into 
their product offerings

“

”



  

Task Force Commentary

  Improve accessibility of Wikipedia 
content available through data 
dumps
“

”



  

So how do we reach those goals?



  

great partners .. a small slice



  



  



  

eGranary

● 375+ complete Web sites
● 235+ partial Web sites
● 250+ academic and medical journals
● 20,000+ books
● 57 educational software programs
● 60 computer software applications



  

But how about something more personal and 
portable ...



  

Wiki Reader

● Full copy of English 
Wikipedia

● 12 months of battery 
life

● Touch screen interface
● Fully open GPL device



  

WikiReader - Audience



  

WikiReader – New Languages!

Cymraeg, Dansk, Deutsch, 
English, Español, Ελληνικά, 

Français, Magyar, Nederlands, 
Norsk, Português, Русский, 

Suomi

Special thanks to Translate Wiki!



  

WikiReader - Distribution



  

WikiReader in the Future

● Generic Offline Reader
● Project Gutenberg

● Collections
● WikiReader SDK



  

WikiReader

              Get Involved!

  http://dev.thewikireader.com/



  

But thats a bit expensive



  



  

WikiPock



  

WikiPock

● Java based open source offline Wikipedia 
distribution

● Available for both retail and online sales
● Updatable



  

Now what about cell phones?



  

Mobile Gateway

● Ruby Based
● Collapsible Sections
● Works on tons of cell 

phones
● Active community 

improving code base
● Available for 34 

Wikipedia projects



  

Mobile Server 06/20/09 - 05/5/10



  

Wikimedia Mobile App

 Open code base

 Translated to over 25+ 
languages through 
community translations

 Geolocation of articles

 Actively being community 
developed

Over 150,000 downloads 
each month



  

But its not just us ...



  



  

Is it a healthy eco system?



  

Reach

Participation

Quality



  

Reach

Participation

Quality



  

How can we facilitate participation?



  

But how much do we really know about cell 
phones?



  

Not as much as some our new partners



  



  

Fundación Telefónica

● Educational information form Wikimedia projects with a 
focus on Latin America and Spain using educared.net

● Both Spanish and Portuguese material

● Contributions back to Wikimedia projects along with 
teaching and learning tools will be stressed

● Offline support

● Support of feature phones

● Wikimedia content presence on Terra websites



  

Terra



  

Data Dumps & openZim



  

So whats next … ?



  

Let's get more hands on deck ...



  

WMF - Staffing

● Extend current contractor relationships
● 4th Quarter Mobile Engineer
● Full time API Developer
● Revamp API documentation
● Research key demographic areas to prioritize  

mobile development
● Bring on additional community developers and 

contractors for key work areas



  

Summary



  

Continue to build partnerships that expand 
mobile and offline reach withing existing and 

emerging regions.



  

Continue to be supportive of efforts both within 
the community and by entrepreneurs to develop 

mobile and offline applications.



  

Provide reliable and timely data sources to seed 
new uses of Wikimedia projects



  

Tomasz Finc - tomasz@wikimedia.org
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www.wikimediafoundation.org

http://wikitech.wikimedia.org/view/Presentations
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