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Mobile@Wikimedia - Past, Present, and Future



  

Let's take a step back in time



  

Wikipedia on Mobile



  

HTML and WML hybrid 
adapted Webserver



  

DEMO



  



  

Search Results and Browsing



  

Daily WAP Stats

nl ru cs it id ar tl fr hu de uk zh pt pl de fr es
0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

9000

10000

WAP Gateway hit stats

req/day

language

re
qu

es
ts

0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

140000

160000

WAP Gateway hit stats

en

language

re
qu

es
ts



  

But we weren't the only ones 
interested in Mobile Wikipedia.



  

wapedia



  

wapedia



  

And things lumbered along



  

Till Apple released the 
iPhone SDK.



  

New ideas take hold and 
development experiments are 

started



  



  

Wikimedia engages Hampton Caitlin



  

Wikimedia Mobile App

●  Open code base
●  Translated to over 25+ 

languages through 
community translations

●  Geo-location of 
articles

● Over 150,000 
downloads each month



  

Download Stats



  

How to get involved?



  

Getting Involved

● http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wiki
pedia-mobile/id324715238?
mt=8&ls=1

● https://github.com/wikimedia/wikip
edia-iphone



  

And then more SDK's started 
showing up



  

SDK's in the wild



  

How do we continue to support 
continuing trends without having to 

support every SDK ?



  

A mobile gateway was born



  

DEMO



  

State of Mobile

● Ruby Based
● Collapsible Sections
● Works on tons of 

cell phones
● Active community 

improving code base
● Available for 35+ 

Wikipedia projects



  

How to participate



  

How to help

● http://tinyurl.com/4uykd6e
● Adding translations
● Cleaning up existing bugs



  

And since then we've been adding 
new languages, fxing bugs, and 

thinking about the future



  

And traffc has increased steadily
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Stats



  

2-15% growth each month for EN



  

But how will the gateway work with 
our infrastructure in the long term?



  

Gateway Issues

● Ruby package releases don't coincide with 
bleeding edge code needed

● Developing mobile versions of  Wikimedia 
projects requires knowledge of a new domain 
language

● Someone who just wants to deploy 
MediaWiki doesn't get a mobile version for 
free.

● Were duplicating architecture



  

So were going to port it



  

So were going to port it .. and we 
need help



  

Join the discusison

http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Mobile_site_rewrite



  

New gateway by fscal Q1 of 2011



  

But what about SDK's ?



  



  

Is it a healthy eco system?



  

Reach

Participation

Quality



  

Reach

Participation

Quality



  

How can we facilitate participation?



  

How can we contribute on Mobile 
devices?



  

Mobile Contributions

● Rich Media Uploads
● Block level editing
● Admin tools
● Rate this article
● Pending Changes
● Mobile crowd sourcing
● ….



  

Mobile Crowd Sourcing

● Utilize mobile devices as new 
input tools for various Wikimedia 
project tasks
● Categorize Images
● Review pending changes
● Help with offline releases
● ...



  

Mobile Readership Ideas

● Trending Topics
● OpenStreet maps support
● Integration with social network 
tools

● ...



  

But we'll only be able to do a small 
amount of those



  

We need you help to create 
reference implementations for the 

various SDK's for basic functionality



  

Mobile SDK's as LABS



  

Recent developments

WikiSnaps



  

WikiSnaps



  

WikiSnaps

● Image goes to 
commons



  

http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/WikiSnaps



  

But where is the Android version?



  

Come help us create it in room 407 
right after this session



  

Questions



  

Tomasz Finc - tomasz@wikimedia.org

~

www.wikimediafoundation.org

http://wikitech.wikimedia.org/view/Presentations

mailto:tomasz@wikimedia.org
http://www.wikimediafoundation.org/
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