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What is Wikipedia?
● Freely accessible online encyclopaedia

● ~3 million articles in English

● Plus 8 million more in 264 other languages

● All content “open source”

● Written by >95,000 pseudonymous 
contributors

● Operated by the US charity, the “Wikimedia  
Foundation”



  



  

Class notes
● You can freely quote Wikipedia in your 

class notes

● Background information on topics

● Specific information

● Images



  

Copyright
● All content – text, images*, video – free to 

reuse

● Published under CC-BY-SA

● Must be attributed

● Derivative work must be open licensed

● * some images are “Fair Use”



  



  

Static Versions
● Wikipedia contains sexually explicit, violent 

language and is subject to vandalism
● Not necessarily child-safe particularly for 

young children
● There is a child suitable static version
● http://schools-wikipedia.org/
● Twenty volumes, 5k articles 34k images
● Free download or free DVD

http://schools-wikipedia.org/


  



  

Reliability
● Perception - “amateur, unreliable, full of 

vandalism”
● Actually – accuracy “close to Britannica”
● Even Britannica has errors
● Articles list sources
● Wikipedia is a great study in critical 

assessment of sources



  

Active learning
● Active learning leads to improved 

understanding, longer retention
● Grabs interest and attention
● Give your students a project: research, 

write a Wikipedia article
● Your area, city, subject area?
● http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WP:SUP



  

Blocked access?
● Anyone can edit
● Some edits are un-constructive
● One tool to address this is blocking
● How to edit while the school is blocked?

– Create an account
– Monitor abuse through RSS
– Can email unblock request



  

Other Wikimedia Projects
● Commons – 5m image &  media library
● Wikibooks – 40,000 educational textbooks
● Wikiversity – 10,000 lectures, course notes, 

activities etc.
● WikiSpecies – 200,000 living organisms
● Wiktionary – 1m definitions and translations
● Also: Wikiquote, Wikisource, Wikinews, 

MediaWiki



  

● Articles list sources



  

Get involved
● Wikimedia UK is the local chapter
● Promote use of the sites
● Generate material
● Public relations
● Join us for just £1 per month
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