SLAPAT RAJAWAN DATOW SMIN RON Part 1
A History orF KINGs
With Text, Translation, and Notes
By R. HALLIDAY.

Author of ** The Talaings,” * Mon-English Dictionary ™ Lik Smin Asah. ”
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INTRODUCTION.

This work was first brought to the notice of foreign students generally
by the publication of Buch des Rijawan, Der Kdnigsgeschichte, by P. W.
Schmidt, at Vienna in 1906. Mr. C. O. Blagden of London, through the
medium of whom the manuscript was furnished and help in interpretation
given, afterwards made a translation of Schmidt’s German with many emen-
dations of the text and the interpretation, but it was never published.

The circumstances which led to the proposal to publish the work in the
Journal of the Burma Research Society are these. On examining a palm
leaf copy of a work recently acquired by the Bernard Free Library, I found
that though it was a copy of the work edited and translated by Schmidt, ‘it
was very imperfect. I pointed out the defects to the Hon. Librarian, and
advised that instead of having it copied as it stood, that a better text should
be sought. I also suggested to Mr. Luce, Hon. Editor of the Burma’
Research Society’s Journal, that the text should bhe edited and printed with
a translation. Mr. Luce at once took the matter up with the Text Publica-
tion Sub-Committee, and the work as now published is the result.

TrE TITLE.

This work 15 cited by Phayre in the preface to his History of Burma:
as one of his authorities. He calls it “a history of Pegu in the Mun
language, by Hsaya dau Athwd, a Talaing Buddhist monk, which was
translated into Burmese,” and further characterises it as “little more than
a fragment, as the materials for a full history of the Mun people either do
not exist, or are not now available in Pegu.” This is perhaps not quite a
fair estimation of the work. The author’s own description found in his
introductory and concluding paragraphs, makes it “a brief history of the
lines of kings” such as would be of benefit to his readers. He does not
propose to give a full history, and again it is not so much a history of
Pegu as a relation of events leading up to the building of the Shwe Dagon
Pagoda at Rangoon and the subsequent upkeep of it. The Bernard Free
Library people very rightly, I think, label it epeoctstolopofomogiqgdn “a com-
pendium of history and relic storv.” It is true the author names it an.
historical work, but he is thinking as much of the lines of kings leading
© up to the ¢oming of the Buddha as of the kings of Pegu who were after-
wards .supporters of the religion and renovators of the great shrine. On
one of my tours in Siam I had a somewhat hurried look through a copy
of what was really the same work, but was labelled Dhituwan. If, how-
ever, we take the title as it stood, apparently, in Schmidt’s copy, that s,
“Slapat Rajawan Datow Smin ron,” it is a history of dynasties of kings.
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10 INTRODUCTION

It will be seen that the aim of the author is more than all else to exalt
the religion and its Founder and to keep well before his readers the great
shrine which is the visible embodiment of all the venmeration of the highest
of their race. The religious aspect is kept more to the front than the mere
historical point of view. The author at the same time sees that the religious
interest is bound up in the historical.

THE AUTHOR.

The author of this short history, known as the monk of Acwo’ (no
personal name seems ever to be given him), has a great reputation among
the Talaings as a writer. At times one will be told off hand that the monk
of Acwo’ wrote all the books. This, of course, is far from being the case,
as many of the books show internal evidence of having been written long
before his time. Still his accredited works are quite voluminous. He indeed
represents the later Talaing, and his Rajiwan is a good example of the later
literary form of that language. He was living in or about Pegu during
all the trying time between the revolt of Tha Aung, the Burmese governor
and the conquest by Alaungphra, and lived until after the death of Sinbyu-
shin. He was thus able to speak with feeling of the doings of Alaungphra
in Pegu.

THE TEXT AND ITS INTERPRETATION.

In writing out the text I have had that of Schmidt before me with a
great many variant readings from other copies of the work that I have at
different times examined. The most of Schmidt’s notes on the text are
not now necessary as the mistakes have been corrected from the other Mss,,
and many of them were mere copyists errors at any rate. Here and there
his suggested emendations have proved wrong. In the main, therefore we
have a much better, since it is a more perfect, text.

In the translation again, the advance in our knowledge of the language
has helped to clear up difficulties that were encountered at the time when
Schmidt studied the text sixteen years ago. There again a better text
coupled with better facilities for interpretation have rendered many of his
notes unnecessary. Just as in writing out the text I had Schmidt’s work
before me (in some instance I was altogether dependent on it), so in the
translating, I have been glad to have his translation and notes before me,
though, of course, 1 have gone my own way in interpretation. I have not
called attention to differences. Former readers of Schmidt who are now
reading the present version can make their own comparisons.

I have given Indian names of persons and places in their Indian forms:
Burmese names are given in the recognised spelling. I have used Rangoon
regularly to represent Lagun as making the meaning clearer to the English
reader. On the other hand I have retained Harhisavati where the classical
name occurs, and have used Pegu only when the common name was given
in the text. For the sake of accuracy in the meaning, I have given the

Copyright© 1998 - Myanmar Book Centre & Book Promotion & Service Ltd, Bangok, Thailand.



INTRODUCTION 11

names of the months in their Indian forms, but in the case of the days of
the week and the signs of the zodiac where the names in English corres-
pond, I have translated.

My best thanks are due to Mr. Blagden of London, for critically read-
ing my translation and notes, and for making a number of valuable sug-
gestions which I have gladly made use of in again going over my work.
Mr. Blagden’s thorough acquaintance with ancient Talaing, his knowledge
of the Indian reckoning of time, and of the chronology of Burma, together
with his understanding of the facts of the Buddha’s life and the signifi-
cation of the terminology of Buddhism, makes him a valuable guide in the
interpretation of a work such as this. He has besides had the advantage
of studying the text and interpretation as published by Father Schmidt
seventeen years ago, both of which he had greatly improved.
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* Some Mss have 205 instead of 55 2051 But see translation and note.
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* The year is omitted in Schmidt’s text. Other Mss. do not help, the whole
date being omitted. The latest Ms. I have examined, however, gives the date as
in my text.
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