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I use Wikipedia all the time. My 
name is Andrianne. Let’s do this 
together and change the world.
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Neque que latur asit excea nimollam rem none apit, sintion 
ressit laccus dollora consernam id explique non consed 
est aboria aperepr aeperaestota aliqui bearum, idio od min 
nonem.

Nes modiassi quas atqui officisto cone esciis in nobit odipsum 
quosam di rem harum aceatist, ommolup tiunt, explaborepel il 
is volor re voluptaturit que voluptas sint.

Aces mo in etumend undunto tet, volorio nseniandi ut 
officium lacero doles dolum aliquam quassi dolum aut 
laccusam, que vel eos ut voluptiur, sit ariae dolorum faceaqu 
aerspis explaboribus modit, elibus.

How does Wikipedia work?

Imagine a world in which 
every single human being can 
freely share in the sum of all 
knowledge. 

This guide will introduce you 
to the world of contributing to 
Wikipedia. 

Over 100,000 people around 
the world have played a part in 
making Wikipedia what it is: the 
greatest collection of human 
knowledge in the history of the 
planet. 

Let’s get started!

Understanding icons we use

Handouts
Throughout this brochure, we’ll reference handouts you 
should pass out to your students. All of these handouts are 
linked from the web version of this brochure:
http://education.wikimedia.org/syllabus

Milestones
Experienced instructors say it is crucial for students who 
are going to be editing Wikipedia to become comfort-
able not only with the markup, but also the community. 
Requiring milestones throughout the term will acclimate 
students to the site and head off procrastination. Instruc-
tors who do not set up these milestones throughout the 
term usually have bad experiences with their assignments.

 WP:EDUCATORS

Shortcuts 
Shortcuts to important pages on Wikipedia are listed 
throughout this syllabus as | shortcut   WP:EDUCATORS 
To use one, simply type the shortcut into the search bar  
on Wikipedia and press enter.

Free means freely shared. And 
every bit helps. 
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How did this happen?

Neque que latur asit excea nimollam 
rem none apit, sintion ressit laccus 
dollora consernam id explique 
non consed est aboria aperepr 
aeperaestota aliqui bearum, idio od 
min nonem.

Nes modiassi quas atqui officisto 
cone esciis in nobit odipsum quosam 
di rem harum aceatist, ommolup 
tiunt, explaborepel il is volor re 
voluptaturit que voluptas sint.

Look familiar? Our pages are 
famous that way. 



76

Contributing
When people work together 

Before you edit
Key policies to keep WIkipedia as reliable and useful as possible

Illustrator
Visual aids rock.

Mediator
Live in peace!

Author
Provides the words

Formatter
Does wiki markup

Copyeditor
Improves wording

Neutral point of view

Free content

Reliable sources

Notability

Good faith

Obita cum et quasitibus volupta volecero tet 
laut omnisque dusdaniste etur? Qui utem 
nostempos nonsequ aspitaqui dit am cum 
int, nobitat ionsequi od ulluptatur. Ut esti 
doluptatur molore cor restium dipidi ra 
voluptatem qui.

Qui utem nostempos nonsequ aspitaqui dit 
am cum int, nobitat ionsequi od ulluptatur. 
Ut esti doluptatur molore cor restium dipidi 
ra voluptatem qui.

Obita cum et quasitibus volupta volecero tet 
laut omnisque dusdaniste etur? Qui utem 
nostempos nonsequ aspitaqui dit am cum 
int, nobitat ionsequi od ulluptatur. 

Qui utem nostempos nonsequ aspitaqui dit 
am cum int, nobitat ionsequi od ulluptatur. 
Ut esti doluptatur molore cor restium dipidi 
ra voluptatem qui.

Obita cum et quasitibus volupta volecero tet 
laut omnisque dusdaniste etur? Qui utem 
nostempos nonsequ aspitaqui dit am cum 
int, nobitat ionsequi od ulluptatur. 

These policies work in life too, 
ya know?

Neque que latur asit excea nimollam rem none 
apit, sintion ressit laccus dollora consernam 
id explique non consed est aboria aperepr 
aeperaestota aliqui bearum, idio od min nonem.

Nes modiassi quas atqui officisto cone esciis in 
nobit odipsum quosam di rem harum aceatist, 
ommolup tiunt, explaborepel il is volor re 
voluptaturit que voluptas sint.



The structure of an article
What people view as this

Wikicode 
Actually starts looking like this
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This
Ut doluptatur

This
Ut doluptatur

This
Ut doluptatur

This
Ut doluptatur

That
Ut doluptatur

That
Ut doluptatur

That
Ut doluptatur
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Adding content step-by-step
Simple as 1-2-3

This looks harder than it is.
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Interacting with the community
Get ready to rumble!

Politeness happens 
To those who pay attention

Sharing appreciation is 
one practice of ettiquette. 
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Any questions?
You know you got ‘em!

For further information
Who knew?

The techniques of wiki markup  
Instructions that change everything

Because you can’t find everything 
in the Yellow Pages. 

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions

Instructions
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All images from Wikimedia 
Commons are under a CC BY-SA 
license or public domain unless 
otherwise stated. The content 
contained within is available 
under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-ShareAlike License 
v.3.0 (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Wikipedia:CC-BY-SA) or any later 
version.

The trademarks and logos of the 
Wikimedia Foundation and any 
other organization are not included 
under the terms of this Creative 
Commons license. Wikimedia 
Foundation, Wikipedia, Commons, 
MediaWiki, Wiktionary, Wikibooks, 
Wikidata, Wikisource, Wikinews, 
Wikiquote, Wikiversity, Wikivoyage, 
Wikispecies, and Meta-Wiki are 
pending trademark registration 
or are registered trademarks of 
Wikimedia Foundation.

For more information, please see 
our Trademark Policy page,  
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/
Trademark_Policy.

For other questions about our 
licensing terms or trademark policy, 
please email legal@wikimedia.org

Text by Wikimedia Foundation and Wikimedia 
Commons contributors 
Design by EXBROOK, San Francisco 
Puzzly and illustrations by Michael Bartalos 

Glossary
copyright
The exclusive right to copy and utilize a creative work. By default, 
any creative work is covered by the author’s copyright as soon as it is 
created (even if there is no explicit copyright notice).

copyright license
Formal agreement from a copyright owner that gives others permission 
to use a copyrighted work under certain conditions.

Creative Commons
A nonprofit organization that distributes the Creative Commons copyright 
licenses to allow people to share their works. Creative Commons licenses 
include the Attribution license and the Attribution-ShareAlike license, 
which are the two major free licenses accepted by Wikimedia Commons. 
Other Creative Commons licenses include those with “No Derivatives” 
or “Non-commercial” clauses, which may not be used on Wikimedia 
Commons because they are too restrictive.

free license
A public copyright license that ensures the freedom to use and study 
a work, to make and redistribute copies of it, to make changes and 
improvements, and to distribute derivative works, by any person for any 
purpose. The most common free licenses are the Creative Commons 
Attribution and Attribution-ShareAlike licenses (but not the No 
Derivatives or Non-commercial versions), the Free Art License, and the 
GNU Free Documentation License (GFDL). For the full definition of a free 
license, see freedomdefined.org. 

public domain
Works in the public domain are free of any copyright restrictions 
whatsoever. With a few exceptions, a work only enters the public 
domain once its copyrights expire (which happens many decades after 
publication).

Wikimedia Foundation
The nonprofit charitable organization that hosts Wikimedia Commons, 
Wikipedia, and other educational projects. Wikimedia Foundation is 
based in San Francisco, California. Its mission is “to empower and 
engage people around the world to collect and develop educational 
content under a free license or in the public domain, and to disseminate 
it effectively and globally.”


