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Imagine a world in which
every single human being can
freely share in the sum of all
knowledge.

This guide will introduce you
to the world of contributing to
Wikipedia.

Over 100,000 people around
the world have played a part in
making Wikipedia what it is: the
greatest collection of human
knowledge in the history of the
planet.

Let’s get started!

Understanding icons we use

Handouts

Throughout this brochure, we’ll reference handouts you
should pass out to your students. All of these handouts are
linked from the web version of this brochure:
http://education.wikimedia.org/syllabus
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Shortcuts

Shortcuts to important pages on Wikipedia are listed
throughout this syllabus as | shortcut
To use one, simply type the shortcut into the search bar
on Wikipedia and press enter.

v

Milestones

Experienced instructors say it is crucial for students who
are going to be editing Wikipedia to become comfort-
able not only with the markup, but also the community.
Requiring milestones throughout the term will acclimate
students to the site and head off procrastination. Instruc-
tors who do not set up these milestones throughout the
term usually have bad experiences with their assignments.

How does Wikipedia work?

Neque que latur asit excea nimollam rem none apit, sintion
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aerspis explaboribus modit, elibus.

Free means freely shared. And
every bit helps.
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. o An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump is a 1768 oil-on-cafwas pairting by Joseph Wright of Derby, one An Experiment on a Bird in the Air p g
. of a number of candlelit scenes that Wright painted during the 5. The painting departed from convention m,
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nents of the time by depicting a scientific subject in the reverential mafiner formerly reserved for scenes of
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historical or religious significance. Wright was intimately involvedl in depicting the Industrial Revolution and
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VOluptaturit que VOluptaS Sint. Cormmunity portal the bird. The central figure locks outJof the picture as if inviting the viewer's participation in the outcome.
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In 1659, Robert Boyle commissioned the construction of an air pump, then described as a "pneumatic engine”, which is
krnown today as a vacuum pump. The air pump was invented by Dtto von Guencke in 1650, though its cost deterred maost
contemparary scientists from constructing the apparatus. Boyle, fhe son of the Earl of Cork, had no such concerns—after
its construckion. he donated the initial 1659 model to the Royal Spoiety and had a further two redesigned machines built

P for his personal use. aside from Boyle's three pumps, there were|probably no more than four others in existence during
#Edit links
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IEXPERIMENTS
Ii Pl oA echanicall,
| Tauding |
the 1660s: Christian Huygens had one in The Hague, Henry Powef may have haq one at Halifax, and there may have || The Srxawn of the A L1
been pumps at Christ's College, Cambridge and the Mentmor Acajdemy in Paris. 1 Boyle's pump, which was largely It aed it Brroeors,
designed to Boyle's specifications and constructed by Robert Hooke, was complicated, temperamental, and problematic :;rﬁgﬁ:{?ﬁ:?};y}‘;\,ﬂj
to operate. Many demonstrations could only be performed with Hooke on halnd, and Boyle frequently left critical public || Weemsywel Lescia |
displays solely to Hooke—whose dramatic flair matched his techfical skill.'=! Te tie Righe Homoiable Chm|

Suomi

Lowd Vicountal Dusgarain,
Despite the operational and maintenance obstacles, construction|of the pump enabled Boyle to conduct a great many Eldefl Somwathe B an o of CORAE
experiments on the properties of air, which he later detailed in his New Experiments Physico-Mechanicall, Touching the ik plr Eli |
Spring of the Air. and its Effects (Made. for the Most Part. in a New Pneumatical Enging). In the book, he described in great 5
detail 43 experiments he conducted, on occasion assisted by Hogke, on the effect of air on various phenomena. Boyle

tested the effects of "rarified” air on combustion, magnetism, soynd, and barometers, and examined the effects of [ 7.._?-':!‘0”,0“,_ i|
increased air pressure on vanous substances. He listed two expefiments on living creatures: "Experiment 40," which w'{{g\m Lt
tested the ability of insects to fly under reduced air pressure, and the dramatic "Experiment 41," which demonstrated the _ — - f
reliance of living creatures on air for their survival. In this attempt to discover something "about the account upon which gl
Respiration is so necessary to the Animals, that Nature hath furnish'd with Lungs”, Boyle conducted numerous trials

Title page of Robert Boyle's New &
during which he placed a large variety of different creatures, incljiding birds, mice, eels, snails and flies, in the vessel of Experiments of 1660, in which he
the pump and studied their reactions as the air was removed.”*! Here, he describes an injured lark: detailed how to perform the
Experiment

...the Bird for a while appeard lively enough: but upon a greater Exsuction of the Air, she began manifestly to

droop and appear sick, and very soon after was taken with(as violent and irregular Convulsions, as are wont to be

observ'd in Poultry, when their heads are wrung off: For the| Bird threw her self over and over two or three times, and dyed with her Breast upward,

her Head downwards, and her Neck awry,[“'

By the time Wright painted his picture in 1768, air pumps were a felatively commonplace scientific instrument. and itinerant "lecturers in natural philosophy”
—usually more showmen than scientiste—often performed the "3nimal in the air pump experiment” as the centrepiece of their public demaonstration.*! Thesa
were performed in town halls and other large buildings for a tickgt-buying audience, or were booked by societies or for private shawings in the homaes of the
well-off, the setting suggested in both of Wright's demonstration pieces,-s- One of the most notable and respectable of the travelling lecturers was James
Ferguson FRS. a Scottish astronomer and probable acquaintance §f Joseph Wright (both were friends of John Whitehurst]. Ferguson noted that a "lungs-glass’
with 2 small airfilled bladder inside was often used in place of thie animal. as using 2 living creature was "too shocking to every spectator who has the least
degrea of humanity~.’]

Painting (editl

Background [edit]

During his apprenticeship and early careser Wright concentrated on portraiture. By 1762, he was an accomplished
portrait artist, and his 1764 group portrait fames Shuttleworth, his Wife and Daughter is acknowladged as his first trus
masterpiece. Benedict Nicolson suggests that Wright was influenced by the work of Thomas Frye; in particular by the
18 bust-length mezzotir|ts which Frye completed just before his death in 1762. It was perhaps Frye's candlelight
images that tempted Wiight to experiment with subject pieces. Wright's first attempt, A Girl reading a Letter by
candlelight with a Young Man looking over her shoulder from 1762 or 1763. is a trial in the genre, and is fetching
though uncomplicated.l L wWright's An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump forme part of a series of candialit
noctumes that he produged between 1765 and 1768,

There was a long histery of painting candlelit scenss in Western art, although as Wright had not at this date travelled
abroad, there remains upcertainty as to what paintings he might have seen in the original. as opposed to prinks.
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Key policies to keep Wlkipedia as reliable and useful as possible

Neutral point of view

Obita cum et quasitibus volupta volecero tet
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Reliable sources

Obita cum et quasitibus volupta volecero tet

laut omnisque dusdaniste etur? Qui utem
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int, nobitat ionsequi od ulluptatur.

Notability

Qui utem nostempos nonsequ aspitaqui dit
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These policies work in life too,
ya know?




The structure of an article

What people view as this

This
Ut doluptatur

WIKIPEDIA
The Free Encvelopedia

Main page
Contents

Featured content
Current events
Random article
Donate to Wikipedia
wikimedia Shop

= Interaction
Help
ahout Wikipedia
Community portal
Recent changes
Contact page

¢ Toolbox
» Printjexport

= Languages O
Easky
Deutsch

Frangals

Bahasa Indonesia
taliano
Portugués
PyccriA
Slovencina
Suomi

i 2

This
Ut doluptatur

This
Ut doluptatur

This
Ut doluptatur

& Ragesoss. Talk Sandbox Prefgrences Courses Watchlist Contributions Log out

w | Searct

Article  Talk Read Edit source | Edit " | View history

Paragraph More ¥ (@ A L} Pagesettings  Cancal

An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump

From Wikipedia, th wcyclopedia

An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump is a 1768 cil-on-canvas painting by Joseph Wright of Derby, one An Experiment on a Bird in the Air
af a number of candlelit scenas that Wright painted during the 1760s. The painting departed from convention
of tha time by depicting a scientific subject in the reverantial manner formery reserved for scenes of

histonical or religious significance. Wright was intimately involved in depicting the Industral Revelution and

ordinary by his contempararies, his provincial status and choice of subjects meant the style was never widely
imitated. The picture has been cwned by the Mational Gallary. London since 1863 and is still regarded as a
masterpiece of British art.
The painting depicts a natural philosopher, a forerunner of the modern scientist. recreating one of Robert
Boyle's air pump expenments, in which a bird is deprived of air, before a varied group of onlookers. The
group exhibits a variety of reactions, but for most of the audience scientific curiosity overcames concemn for
the bard. The central figure looks out of the picture as if inviting the viewer's participation in the eutcome.
Histo rlcal baCKg rou nd Joseph Wright of Derby

1763

Dll-on-canvas
Dimensions 183 cm = 244 cm (72 in = 94 L% in)
Location

In 1659, Robert Bayle commissionad the construction of an air pump, then described as a "pneumatic

icke in 1650,
thaugh its cost detarred most contemnperary scienbists fram constructing the apparatus. Boyla, the sen of the
Earl of Cork, had no such concems—after its construction, he donated the initial 1659 model to the Royal
Society and had a further two redesigned machines bullt for his personal use. Aside from Boyle's three
pumps, there wara probabkly no more than four others in existence during the 1660s: Christian Huygens had one in The Hague, Henry
Fower may have had one at Halifax, and there may have been pumps at Christ' s College. Cambridge and the Montmor Academy in
Faris. 1! Bayle's pump, which was largely designed to Boyle's specifications and constructed by Robert Hooke, was complicated,
temperamental. ane problematic to operate. Many demaonstrations could only be performed with Heoke on hand. and Boyle frequently
left critical public displays solely to Hooke—whose dramatic flair matchad his technical skill

Naticnal Gallery, London, England

Despite the operaticnal and maintenance obstacles, construction of the pump enabled Boyle to conduct 3 great many expenmeants an the

magnetism, sound, and barometers, and examined the effects of increased air pressure on various substances. He listed two m
experiments on living creatures: "Experiment 40." which tested the atlity of insects to fly under reduced air pressure, and the dramatic Robert Boyle

- 1t AL which damr the reliance of living creatures on air for their survival. In this attempt to discover something
“about the account upon which Respiration is sonecessary to the &nimals, that Nature hath furni | with Lungs®, Boyle canducted
numerous trials during which he placed a large vanety of different creatures, including birds. mice, eels. snalls and flies, in the vessel of
the pump and studied thelr reactions as tha air was remaoved.! Here, he describas an injured lark:

Experiments of
1660, In which he
detailed how
perform the
experiment.
...the Bird for a while appeard lively enough: but upon a greater Exsuction of the Air. she began manifestly to droop and appear

sick, and very seon after was taken with as violent and irreqular Convulsiens. as are wont to be absen'd In Paultry, when their

heads are wrung off: For the Bird threw her self over and over two or three times, and dyed with her Breast upward, her Head downwards, and her

Nack awry!

By the time Wright painted his picture in 1768, air pumps were a relatively commonplace scientific instrument, and itinerant "lecturers in natural philezophy"

were performed in town halls and cther large buildings for a ticket-buying audience, or were baoked by societies or for private showings in the homas of the
wrell-off, the setting suggested in both of Wright's demonstration pieces.:": One of the most notable and respectable of the trayelling lecturers was James

5 n noted that 3 “lungs-glass”
with a small air-filled bladder inside was often used in place of the animal. as using a living creature was "too shocking to every spectator wha has the least
degroe of humanity”. [l

Painting

Background

During his apprenticeship and early career Wright concentrated on portraiture. By 1762, he was an accomplished
partrait artist, and his 1764 group portrait fames 5 rth, his Wife and Daughter is acknowledged as his first true
masterpiece. Benedict Nicolson suggests that Wright was influenced by the wark of Thomas Frye; in particular by the
18 bust-length p . which Frye completed just before his death in 1762, It was perhaps Frye's candlelight
images that tempted Wright to experiment with subject pieces. Wright's first attempt. A Girl reading a Letter by
candlalight with a Young Man looking over her shoulder from 1762 or 1763, is a trial in the genre, and is fetching
though uncomplicated. W wWright's An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump forms part of a series of candlelit
nocturnes that he produced between 1765 and 1768,

There was a long history of painting candlelit scenaes in Western art, although as Wright had not at this date travelled
abroad, there remains uncertainty as to what paintings he might have seen in the original, as epposed te prints.
Micolson, who made studies of both Wright and other candlelight painters such as the 17th-century Utrecht
Caravagqgisti. thought their paintings, among the largest in the style, those most likely to have influsnced Wright.
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Editing An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump

Page natice
Content that violates any copyrights will be deleted. Encyclopedic content must be venfiable. Work submitted to Wikipedia can be edited, used, and
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{{Infabox Painting
image_file=An Experiment on a Bird in an Air Fump by Joseph Wright of Derby, 1758 ipg
title=An Experinent on & Bird in the Air Punp
artist=[[Joseph Wright of Derbyll
year=17ad
type=C1il-on-canvas
height petric-1a3
width_netric=244
watric_unit=-ce
height imperial<7z
width_inperizl={{frac| 94|12}
inparial_unit=in
wuseun = [[Hational callery, London|Hational callery]]
city = Lendon, England
H
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tUUttan Experivent on s Bird in the Air Punptt 't s s 1788 [[0i1 painting|eil-on-canvas peintingl] by [[Jaseph wright of Cerbyl]. one of a
nuwher of candlelit scenes that Wright peinted during the 1760z, The painting departed from convention of the time by depicting & scisnfific
subjact 1n the raverentizl wannar fornerly reserved for scenes of historical or peliglous significance, Wright was intimately lnvolved in
depicting the [[Industrial Rewolutien]] and the scientific advances of the [[#ge of Enlightenment|Enlightenment]|, but while hiz peintings were
recagnised a5 something cut of the ordinary by hiz contemporaries. his provincial status end cholce of subjects meant the style was never widely
ivitated, The picture has bean awned by the |IMational Gallery, Londanll since 1883 and is still regarded as a masterpisce of British art.

The painting depicts a [[natural philosophy [natural philosopher]]. a forerunner of the modern scientist. recreating one of [[Robert Boylel|'s
Tvacuun punplair ounol | experinents. in which a bird is deprived of air. before @ varied oroun of onlockers. The oroun exhibits & variety of
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Preview

This is only a preview; your changes have not yet been saved! + Go to aediting area

“Thres ing the Gladi: by C is a painting of 1765 by Joseph Wright of
Derby. now in a private callaction in the United Kingdom. It shows threa art-lovers examining the
Borghese Gladiater, a famous Hellenistic statue discovered in ltaly. Thay must rather be examining a
reproduction, since the real statue is 1.99 metres high and stands on a different base. The painting,
among the early works of Joseph Wright's matunty, was widely admired. Four years later a mezzotint
print of it was made by William Fether

E This painting-related articie is & stub. You can help Wikipedia by expanding it

“Three Persans Viewing the Gladiatar by Candlelght”
by jaseph Wright of Derby, 1765 |private callection)

B I ,!’u'ul!,uj b Advanced b Special characters * Help b Cite

[IFile:Three Persans Viewing the Gladiator by Candlelight.jpglthusblupright=1.5|"Three Persons Viewing the Gladiator by Candlelight” by [[Joseph
wright of Derby]], 1765 (private callection)]]

"' Thrae Perscns Viewing tha Gladiater by Candlelight'''* is a painting of 1785 by [[Joseph Wright of Derbyll. now in & private cellaction in the
[lunited Kingden]l. It shows three art-lovers sxawining the [[Sorghese Gladiztor]], a fawous [[Hellenistic]] status discovered in Italy. They wust
rather be exanining a repreduction, since the real statue is 1.59 wetres high and stands on a different base. The painting, among the early weorks
of Jesaph Wright's naturity. was widely admired. Four years later a [[mezzetintll print of it was wade by 1[Willian Patherll,

{{Painting-atubkh
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[IFile:Three Fersans Viewing the Gladiator by Candlelight.jpg|thusb|upright=1.5|"Three Persens viewing the Gladiator by Candlelight” by [[Joseph
wright of Derbyl], 1765 (private callectionil]

YU Three Persons Viewing the Gladiator by Candlelight'''* 1s a painting of 1 by [[Joseph Wright of Derbyl]l. new in & private collsction in
the [[United Kimgden]]. It shaws three art-lovers exanining the [[Barghese Glediator]|, s famous [[Hellenistic]] ststue diseeversd in Italy. They
wist rather ba exanining a repreductien. since the real statua is 1,99 watres high and stands on a differant base. Tha painting. among the early
works of Joseph Wright's maturity, was widely adnired. Four years later a [[wezzotintl| print of it was wade by [[Williaw Fether]].

In Wright's time the Borghese Gladiater was in the |[Borghese Collectien]] in the [[villa Borghese Fincianal| in [[Rane|]. In 1807 it was anong
the ancient sculptures sold by [[Canilla Borghese, &th Prince of Sulmonz]] to his brother-in-law [[Mapoleon]]. whe deposited it in the [[Louwre
Waseun]] in |IParisl], whers 1t still is. The statue 1s naw thought te represent s soldier. rot a gladiatar,

[IFile:Barghese Gladistar Louvre Ma 527 al.jpg|thunb|left|upright=n.75|The so-called *[[Barghese cladiator][®. the wark of [[Agasias of Ephesus]]
il lLeuvra Husaunl 1111

[1File:Willian Pether after Joseph Wright Gladiator.jpglthumblupright=1.5|"Three Fersons viewing the Gladiator by Cendlelight": nezzotint print
by [[Willias Pether]|, 1789 (|[&rt Institute of Ch ollll1

== Extzrnal links =-—

* |http: Larti Saicfeallections artwork /137058 The nezzotint: &rt Institute of Chicagn catalogue]

' t e . Ly /oauwres detall_notice, Jsp?COMTENTS3C%3ECNT_id=10134198673225R41ECURRENT_LLV_NOTICERICR3EcNT_id-10134158673225041 The
statug: Muzés du Louvre catalogus]

== Furthar reading ==
vt Joseph wWright of Derby in Liverpool'' (Mew Haven: Yale University Press, 2008)

v Benediet Micelson, ''Jaseph Wright ef Derby: painter of light'' (1568) pp. 33-20 [http://beoks. google. consbooks?id-Ms00AsAsTALY Preview at
Google Books]
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