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What is Wikipedia 1.0?










Initially proposed by Jimmy Wales
in 2003, a “paper friendly format”
Now seen as covering any offline
release – paper, CD or DVD.
Versions of the German Wikipedia
have been released on CD, DVD
and (partial) paper in 2004/2005.
A 2000-article CD was released by
a UK charity in Jan 2006.
English and Polish versions are
planned for release soon.

Why offline?


Early discussion of this topic
was dominated by critics
who regarded offline
releases as a backward step.

Many people still don’t have easy, regular
internet access.
 Convenience – in the house, on the plane.
 The German experience has shown that there is
strong demand, even in a developed nation.
 The organization involved also helps the work of
the main online version.


“Manifest Destiny,” painting by John Gast, ca. 1872, public domain

Wider impact (1): January 2006

Wider impact (2)

Wider impact (3)


The presence of a
system-wide
project encourages
system-wide
standards.

The German Wikipedia 1.0









November 2004: Directmedia Publishing GmbH
began distributing a “snapshot” version: 40,000
CDs at €3.00. Articles screened by volunteers,
contained 132,000 articles and 1,200 images.
Also available for free download.
April 2005: DVD/CD release by Directmedia.
Contained Personendaten in biographies. Sold
30,000 DVDs at €9.90 each.
December 2005: Zenodot/Directmedia release a
book/DVD (7.5 GB) of 300,000 articles and
100,000 images. Automated screening used most
recent version by a trusted editor.
Wikipress books released on specific topics.
Plans for Zenodot to release a paper version have
been put “on hold.”

Timeline for English Wikipedia 1.0









December 2004: Proposed release date, but
things stuck in the “talk” phase.
December 2004: the Editorial Team was set up
by User:Maurreen.
September 2005: Core Topics and Work via
WikiProjects began active work.
December 2005: “Validation (assessment) by
users almost ready” – but appears to be on hold.
January 2006: SOS Children releases CD.
May 2006: Mathbot became available for projects’
article assessments.
May 2006: Wikipedia Version 0.5 began collecting
articles for release in fall 2006.
June 2006: Torrent project underway.

Assessment schemes
Many quality assessment schemes were
proposed, ranging from simple
(Useless/Usable/Good) to sophisticated.
 In 2005 we adopted the quality scheme
used at the Chemicals WikiProject, which
had worked well in practice. Now in use by
about 60-70 projects, including in the bot.
 In 2006 we adopted the “importance”
scheme from the Computer & Video
Games group, now in use on the bot.


Assessment schemes: Quality

Simple – many different projects can
follow the scheme without a problem.
 Broad categories – little disagreement
over specific article assessments.
 Most tagged articles are B or Start.
 May change a lot over time.


Assessment: Importance/Priority






Unlike quality, importance is a relative term
Unlike quality, importance changes rarely over
time.
More controversial – authors may be upset by a
“Low-importance” tag. Some projects have
chosen “Mid-importance as their lowest level.

Roadmap to an offline release
Agree on a project, with goals, scope and
timeline.
 Collect and organize the articles.
 Review the articles for subject balance,
quality, POV and copyright violations.
 Choose a publisher and a format.
 Choose versions of articles for release,
with final checks.
 Adapt articles for offline release – remove
redlinks, external links, etc.
 Publish and distribute.


Projects on English Wikipedia
Organized by the “Version 1.0 Editorial Team”:

Core Topics: “Must-have” articles










Around 150 topics considered to be at the “core” of the
encyclopedia – such as Physics, Africa, Drawing.
Another 2-300 articles are held in a supplement,
considered “close to the core” – such as Insect, Metal,
Middle Ages.
Considered the top of a hierarchical tree of knowledge
based around ten categories: Arts, Language &
literature, Philosophy & religion, Everyday life, Social
Sciences & Society, Geography, History, Engineering &
Technology, Mathematics, Science.
Next levels: Vital articles (top 600-1000)
Wikipedia:Concise (10-20,000)
Operates a Collaboration of the Fortnight.

Work via WikiProjects
Contact all WikiProjects requesting suitable
articles for Wikipedia 1.0.
 Record information in tables (worklists),
encourage projects to develop their own
worklists.
 Currently on a second round of contacts
requesting key articles.
 Set up a system to use Mathbot to
automatically generate worklists from talk
page categories. Around 30,000 articles
have been assessed in this way by over 50
projects.


Use of Mathbot

“Test Version” from SOS Children









SOS Children’s Villages is the world’s largest
charity for orphans, providing a home for 60,000
children in 124 countries, and helping around one
million.
Contains around 2000 articles on topics
interesting to kids – places, animals, space,
dinosaurs. Care was taken to make it “kidfriendly.”
Released in January 2006, now available in
Torrent and Plucker (PDA) format.
Plans for another release in the next few months,
with 5-7000 articles. Articles are nominated by
simple tagging, then reviewed offline by the
charity.
May converge with Wikipedia 0.5 (or later)
release versions.

Version 0.5










A test bed for release of Wikipedia Version 1.0.
Aim was for around 2000 articles by Autumn
2006, covering core topics, countries and other
significant subjects. Uses a balance of quality and
importance.
Began in May 2006, using an open nomination
process similar to “Good Articles.”
During July several separate review pages were
set up for Sets, Featured Articles, Countries and
Core Topics in order to streamline the review
process.
So far 620 articles have been reviewed and
selected by a self-selected review team.
Some concern about current balance of topics.
We aim to rectify this, though some “patchiness”
appears inevitable.
May converge with the SOS children’s release.

Torrent project
Uses the BitTorrent network to allow rapid
download of release versions.
 “Both of the torrents created (wpcd.zip
and the equivalent, very recent, .rar file)
experienced immediate and persistent
demand when posted.“ Similar demand
seen for the German DVD release.
 Currently working well. Plans to help with
other PDA formats (TomeRaider, etc.)


Current status
All projects are limited by the low number
of active participants, despite high interest
in the project generally.
 The WikiProject assessments using the bot
are exceeding all expectations and
growing rapidly.
 Wikipedia 0.5 is on track for around 1000
articles reviewed by month’s end, perhaps
1500 by release date.
 Work via WikiProjects is slowly making
progress in new contacts.
 Core Topics is being slowly remodeled.


The future?
Polish release? Other countries to follow?
 English Wikipedia 0.5 released (fall 2006?).
Lessons applied to release versions
0.7/0.8/1.0.
 Wikipedia 1.0 – in 2007? 10-20,000 articles?
 More WikiReaders? Work with WikiProjects
will foster that.
 Interwiki collaborations?
 Paper releases?
 Article validation (Come to Pound 102, 4pm)


Conclusion
 We

have come a long way – but still
a lot of work before publication.
 Version 0.5 released in 2006 – a
good start?
 Along the way the project has helped
in the overall organization of the
English Wikipedia.
 WikiProjects have been empowered,
are flourishing.
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