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Wikia’s 
Usability Improvements 

Rich text editing
Category Select
Save bar
Editing tips
Write/Add sidebar links
Footer links
Sidebar summary
Action tab icons
User ‘more’ dropdown

Search suggest
Link suggest
‘Leave a message’ link
TOC hidden
Section edit button
Quick Action Panel
Simple file upload
Image placeholders



The problem





Category Select



Category Select



Visible save bar, even on long pages



You can still scroll for the details





Important links in sidebar



Less-used links moved to the footer

Still available for experts, 
but not in the way for newbies



Sidebar summary of activity



Action icons,
separated from page tabs



Link reduction



Search suggest



Link suggest



Talk pages



Contents hidden by default



More obvious section edit button



Quick Action Panel

E d i t , m o v e , a d d  
c a te g o r ie s  w i t h o u t 
v is i t in g  th e  p a g e .



Image placeholder



Easy image upload



Discussion

Hashtags: #wikimania #usability
● Other usability features in MediaWiki?

● WYSIWYG - is it needed? is it wanted? will it help?

● Skins 

● What can the wiki's editors do to help?

● Internationalisation, localisation and usability.
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