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!_'1‘ iz unneceasary to offer any observations on the character of the fol
lowing work, which is known, by reputation, to all the oriental scholars
of Furope, and has been universally reccived in Asia, as the best lexicon
ol the Arabic Language, which has ever appearced in any age or country.
The cireum-tarces which led to the composition of it, arce thus stated by
the author hunrelf,

Tur Arabs were already posseazed of several  lexicons, and two of
these, the ‘-—-3“:—;: and the ﬁ':::; though imperfeet, were cons=idered hy him
as saperior to the rest, e determined to unite the substance of both in
a new work, with such additions as Ii.is own reading enabled him to sup-
p!y s and the result appeared in the publication of the e ¥ a dictionary,
ompriing, as he states in the preface to the Kazyoos), net less than Sixty
volumes, in which the mweasning of cvery word was illustrated by numerous
auvthorities and (no‘atious. Report states this work to Le <uill extant in
the likrary of one of the princes of Yumun 3 but be that as it mayv, the
size of itis admitted by the aathor to have ob tructed the object of gene=
ral utiiity, and he detenmined therefore to undertalie the folloWing abridg-
ment of ity which he pablished under the name of the (=~ 3 % . This aba-
ridgment contains the who'e substance of the & i, from which it diﬂ'-cr.:_.;
only by the expulsion of supecrfinous matter ;3 the various meanings of every
word bLectng carefully preserved, though authoritics and (uotations have
been very rarelv admitted. B3

v appears to have been one geeat object of the auther®s ambition, tao
cr ticise the opinions, and coxpese the errors and omissions of his distin-
grii-licd predecessor Jowuurie, the author of the well Lnown lexicon cal-
lcd the t‘-—‘“—-“?. That the :“—\—‘: is  very ddefective in the namber  of  its
words, admits ol no question whatever 3 and the words omitted in that lexi-
con arc di-tinguished by the vse of red ink, in all the manusceript copies of
the Kamoo-. I;_} ,_cmng.ﬁ:;ncc with the mtention of the author, a similar
distinction has been observed in thiy- printed edition of his work; every
word which s common to both being surmounted by an ornamented line,
while a plain and anornamented line marks those which are peculiar to the

Kaxoos. The [uvllowing are the abbreviations cmploved in the latters

namely



namely, ~ for &—é;lr!—o Well Lnown g &for &cj*’ A place s zfor T.co~
The plural; 3 for 2,3 A villages > for &l a city 3 & for Tem) ®ex The
plural of the plural,

Inx preparicg this ediiion for the press, the utmost attention has been
paid to accuraey 3 aund the high qualifications of the cditory (an Arab by
Livth,) combined withh his industryy and the excellence and abundance of
the matcerinls in his posresion, leave no reason whiatever to qucostion that
accuracy huas Leen generally attained. Ilis materials  consisted of eleven
manuscript copies of the work, (come of them hichly valuuable,) besides
many other leaicons e, of great though not of equal celebrity g such as the
Shum=ool  Qoleom ¢ the Nolival Jozuree 3 the Sabahi Jowharee ; the
Wauli:atool Loceshuts the N ezamoBl Ghurceely 3 the Aisbahi Mooneer
the Moozhir; &e. The tyvpe, which was prepared by himeelf, s remarkas
Llyv neat and lesible 3 and the accuracey with which the vowel points are
ia-oerted throughouty wiil not fail to convey to every man who has any
knowlcd se of the Arabic Lavzuage, the most favorable 1mpressions, not
mervcely ol his E:u’m‘-;,tr)‘“,-"_but of «ll the other hizher cualifications ncces-
sary to the suece-s of this groat unddertahiog, It accomplishment constitutesy
1 Iy opindn, an unpeniant era in Quaental Literature 5 cqually favora-
ble 1o the progress of that hterature  in Larepe, and to its revival in
every coantry of the Fast,

Or the life of the grcat auathor of the Kamoos, the littdle that is
Known miny Lo ford in DUHaewiror, Ilis  name wias Mujdood Deen
1\"]uohu::ﬁnu;!-cmhnu Yakoobh of Eeerorahad 3 and for a considerable ume
previous to his deathy, he held the oilice of Mazil Koozat™or chiel Judge,
in Yumun, to which he was appointed by Prince Asonuvrc—IHe was a
gireat travelier, having visited  India amonyg ciher - countries, and is said to
bhave Leen patronized, at diffvreat times, by thevival prinees Bayvzren (or
Basszer) and Tymoon.  UHe was bornin the year of the Hijree 729, and
dicd in the year S17 of the rame craj Lhinviny wiritten upwands ol forty
books on various subjectyy, some of which are =il extangy #hough his repu-
tation is mainly fouuded on the grgat workh uocw for the first time iasu-:
cd [roni the I’ress. s

M. LUDMSDIIN,

CaurcuvTT.

1317,
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