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PREFACE

Sometime ago I happened to come across a copy of
the book named “Our World and Us”. The book 1s
written by Mr. Adam Gowans Whyte B. Se. Itis a
brightly interesting book “written for chiklren who are
beginning to wonder how the whcels go round, but will
also scrve to awaken the interest of older readers in the
romantic story which modern science has to tell about
men, matter and the multitude of stars”. On perusal of
the book I learnt many things which m spite of my occa-
sional study of scicntfic books I was asbamed that 1 did
not know cven at an advanced age of 74. This tempted
me to write a similar book in Bengali so thal it may be
placed in the hduds of grown up children specially at a
time when the University of Caleutta has chosen to
declare that the matbriculation examination in all subjects
excepb English should be in the varnacular of the provinee,
I bave written the book following somcwhat the arrange-
ment of chapters mm Mr., Whytes’ book and with the
permission of the publishers, to whom I ain much indebted
jor their courtesy, I have borrowed certain portions from
the book.

I have learnt in course of my conversation with p~-,
of my* educated country men who hold high posts in
{Government service or arc engaged in professional callings
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or politics that they are as much ignorant as I was of the
revelation of modern science in respect of things going
round them. I would advise them to procure copies of Mu.
Whytes® two of the admirable and popular works, namely,

“Our World and Us” Is. 6d. and the “Wonder World”
28, 6d. published by Messrs. Watts and Co,, Johnson’s
Court, Fleet Strect, London, and I am sure they wil

find them worth perusal.

Axsiay LoboE
112 Amherst Strveet,
Calcuitta,
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LIBERTY

In this din and bustle of modern hife very few of us
get any opportunity of pondering over the mystery of
existence and the source of life that is to say, about the
universe and creation. Most of us have only some vague
ideas or go about with theories propounded in magazine
articles, and they are confusing, indced. Of course, it is
not easy to come toany definito conclusion. Apart from
the ancint theories held by IHindu books of philosophy,
modern science has so far failed to come to any definite
conclusion about the cosmos, nay, about life and matter.
Still the discoveries of science are startling, and they
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arc being continued, perhaps to yield conclusive results.
But curiously in our country very few are posted with
the latest scientific theories about these subjects, and
in that respect the author has donc a distinet service by
giving the Bengali reading public an opportunity to ges
scientific views of creation, soul and God. It is not sugge-
sted that the scientific view 1s correct or final, for science
is constantly shifting ground and is still engaged with
working hypothesis, but certainby it is profitable to put
the age-long, rather dogmatic, theories to the crucial test
of scientific standard.

The author has given in lucid language, in brief
compass the explanations offered by modern science to
those baffling problems. But what readers will find more
interesting are the last three essays, nmely, the history
of mankind, the structure of the atoms, and lastly
Raman Ray, recently discovered by Sir C. V. Raman.
These are, we think, far more instrucfive to people in
general than those abstract and abstruse subjects like
soul or supersoul, which perhaps none but real Yogis
can comprehend or explain. However, cvery essay ( these
were formerly published in a magazine at different times )
bears marks of vast crudition, spirit of research and
depth of thought of the author, and we conoratulate him
on adding a valuable book at a low price to the scries
oontributed by Bengali philosophers, in vernacular,
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AMRITA BAZAR PATRICA

Amid the plethora of works of fiction in Bengali here
18 a treatise where the author, a septuagenerian Zemmdar,
has struck an altogether original line of his own and
deals with such abstruse subjects as the Genesis, God,
the Universal and the Individual Soul, the evolution of
mankind, atomi¢ structure and Raman Rays from the
scientific or rationalistic standpoint. In his preface, the
author points out that India has been the home of frce
thinking from time immemorial and hence he takes no
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pains to reconcile what may be termed ancient loyalties
with modern scientific beliefs, And yct, as he observes,
the conception of Godhead from the point of view of
science as the True, the Benignant and the Beautiful
( ‘Satyam,” ‘Shivam,” and ‘Sundram’ ) is not materially
different from that of the Upanishads. Altogether it is a
stimulating and thought-provoking theme, even though
the anthor’s treatment may not find general acceptance
on all points, The book is llustrated with some diagrams
cxplaining the evolution of man from the biological stand-
point and has been dedicated to Sir P. C, Roy, a close
comrade of the author in his carly life.
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AN ; =i Al ABiIwe d3FNaq Ffow Wiy, sfive fofa
Vicar of Wakefield &3t wgaian =iZgitga | <4 ol
FgtaR SRIBIT-fRATa GOl W% «ewia 7 giviREte
Aiferera watn z3re W izfe ate e, @ Y @ A
Sitaw ; ST o171 T (AT 436 IAFAN 137 wwT i
JCEA |
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axe

ifEerRaia oy gfA-nifbferes-atd, sfawts qfam
(F1B7 gosIF TR, Fol1n wiABata qwAtarin, @ @, 7 @

iy SE 4w oy fam gwtwe fafkmiferas s—

“Yours is a neatly got up and pretty book. The out-
ward beauty however 1s nothing ecompared to its intrinsie
worth. The profuseness of the references to our customs
and practices and the manner in which they are inter-
twined with the main story are illustrative of your power
of observation. Book like this of easy rcading do inmense
cood to society by the popularity they create,’

s1edl ~laffre oi3rafee aicafanta fafuioesa :—

“I am dirccted by the members of the above library
to sny that thc tenor of your writing bas thoroughly
preserved the spirit of the original with such necessary
modifications as have rendered it quite in harmony with
the tustes and ideas of the Hindus in general. The work
is a success and deserves encouragement from the public.
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Feb., 1904.
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