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FOREWORD.

It is a splendidly produced and a fascinating book and
Professor Narendrachandra Vedantatirtha M.A.has supplied
the learned public of Bengal with a very stimulating work
which deals with the most difficuit subject of the age
of the author of the Nyaya system of Philosophy. The
arguments in the book raise a host of debatable
questions, but the success of the author who has not,
we are glad to observe, indulged in mere speculations,
but has worked on the old records and used them to a
good purpose and very cautiously put together with great
skill what he has found therein and the wealth of informa-
tions the author has ferreted out is amazing, most of
which have been explored from reliable sources and all
very admirably executed. Its pages include a wealth
of details and contain ample guidance for those who
desire to reach a correct conclusion about the personality
and the time of the renowned founder of the Indian
Logical System. It 1s a work of an enthusiast, packed
with details.

The name of the Logician, the author maintains, 1S
(rotama and not Gautama. Gotama and Aksapada are
not two different men but one and the same person.
The sage Dirghatama of the Mahabharata and the
Matsyapurana may be rightly identified with (Gotama,
the author of the Nyayasutras as he can be proved
as the only person possessing the name of Gotama
and surname of Aksapada, being himself born blind but
afterwards provided with the power of sight by
the divine cow, as the word ‘Aksa’ means 'born
blind’, ‘pada’ is added to it io order to indicate
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‘honourable personage’ and ‘tama’ means ‘sightlessness’
that was removed by the celestial cow. Aksapada Gotama
was an inhabitant of Mithila (modern Darbhanga district
of the Province of Behar and Orissa). Aksapada Gotama,
tf rightly identified with Dirghatama, must belong much
near to the Vedic Age and thus he may rightly be placed
about 6000 B.C. The Nyayasutras, as a whole, must
have been composed by Aksapada Gotama himself. The
Buddhistic allusions in the sutras do not presuppose
interpolation and a late redaction of the main work as
mere allusions do not prove that those ideas were
gaining ground after Sakyasinha Buddha. Buddhistic
religion is very old, the mention of which is made iIn
the Vedas and the Upanishads themselves, Thus, as there
1s no clue towards the view of Sakyasinha to be had
in the whole range of the Nyayasutras, it is rather un-
juastifiable to maintain that it has undergone a later
redaction after the time of Sakyasinha Buddha and after
he Madhyamika View of the Buddhists,but it may be that
the Madhyamika theories themselves were developed on
the basis of the Nyaya theories of Aksapada Gotama.
Prof. Vedantatirtha ably proves that the real name

of the founder of Indian Logic cannot be Gautama but
Gotama, as is evident {1om the writings of Sriharsha in
the Naishadha-Charita [S1. 75, Canto 17} and Vachaspati
Misra in the Nyayasuchi-nivandha [the concluding slo-
kas| in which there is no room left for any doubt about
the correct name of the Logician. Our present author
has fully and justly refuted the views of some Western
speculators and of M. M. Phanibhusan about this point.
Next, he has proved that Gogama and Aksapada are one
and the same person on the authority of ancient Indian
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Logicians like Vatsyayana, Uddyotakara, Vachaspati
Misra and others who distinctly take Gotama and Aksa-
pada to be identical. The assumption of the late M.M. Dr.
S. C.Vidyabhusana that Medhatithi Gautama and Aksa-
pada are two different thinkers on Indian Logic has been
successfully attacked by our author on very sound and
reasonable grounds. Thus he sums up that Rahugana
Gotama of M. M., Vindhyeswari-Prasad being really
Gautama—a descendant of t he original Gotama cannot
be Aksapada Gotama—the real founder of the Nyaya
System, nor can Aksapada Ahalya‘i)ati (rautama be the
founder of Nyaya as he is not Gotama but Gautama.
Gotama, the founder of Indian Logic can be identified
with the sage Dirghatama of the Mahabharata and the
Matsyapurauna who may be rightly proved as having the
name Gotama and the surname Aksapada. To prove
this point the author has excellently refuted the idle
and worthless gossips found in M. M. Vindhyesvari
Prasad's edition of Nyayavarttika and M. M. Phani-
bhusan’s edition of Batsyayanabhasya. The slokas
quoted in the name of Devi-purana by the latter on the
authority of the manuscript produced by Pandit [Maha-
mahopadhyaya for sometime past and very lately re-
nounced agaiast Sirda Bill] Panchanana Tarkaratna have
neen successfully shown as un-authentic in as much as
they are contrary to facts and inconsistent in themselves.
According to our author, Aksapada means ‘a blind sage’
as the werd ‘Aksa’ signifies blind® on the authority of the
I exicon Savda-ratnavali and the word ‘pada’ is added
to ‘Aksa’ to show due respect to such a great personage
who founded the Nyaya system. Itis rather ugly to
represent the author of Nyaya as simply ‘Aksa’ asitis
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explained by the fact that Raghunath Siromani the author
of 'Didhiti’ on Gangesha'’s Tattvachintamani is known
as Ka;:abhatta, being himself blind of one eye. Prasasta
the author of Padartha-Dharma-sangraha a commentary
on the Vaisheshika-sutras is known as Prasasta-pada.
Thus, it appears that ‘pada’, ‘bhatta’ etc. may be added
to the name of a great personage out of regard for his
distinguishing merits. Now, this Dirghatama’ was born
blind, he was then favoured by a divine cow who dispelled
his everlasting darkness by providing him with a pair
of eyes. Thus heis rightly named Gotama and Aksue
pada. Rahugana Ahalyapati and Medhatithi Gautama
may be a descendant of this Dirghatama as all of them
refer to the sanie person and none of whom can trully be
an Aksapada. The foundcr of the Indian systemy of Logic
must be one who may be, as Paundit Nareodrachandra
rightiy shows , known as both Aksupada and Gotuma and
Dirghatama being known as such musi be the real wuithor
of the system. This view may scund strange to the
reader at the outset but nevertheless, it 1s uitimately
the result of valued discussions based on serious original
thoughts and not mere assumptions like those of some
of the present-day historians. Prof. Vedantatirtha's theory
may be right or it may be wrong ; whatever it may be,
it does not matter ; but it will,] am sure supply consider-
ably valuable and indispensable materials to any historian
of Indian Logic or Philosophy for time to come. I, on
my part, feel inclined to tnink that Prof, Vedantatirtha's
view about the founder of Indian Logic must be true,
as it i1s free from bias u«nd based on both ancient authors
and modern scieatific method of reasouing. If Dirgha-
tama be the real author of the Nayasutras, he must
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belong to Mithila and live much near to the Vedic Age
(6000 B. C.) as he is mentioned in the Rigveda itself.
=“His Nyayasutras must also belong to the same age,
as there are internal and external evidences found therein
in that respect. It is rather a biased guess to think
that the Nyayasutras are not the writings of Aksapada
Gotama himself. If the man be found out, why should
his system be in obscurity  We do not see why Aksa-
pada Gotama should not compose the sutras about the
dcctrine he preached. It i1s rather unfair to bring
everything down after Sakyasinka Buddha simply because
we cannot ccnceive of the remote past. Prof. Vedanta-
tirtha has shovn that the Nyasasutras were composed
by Aksapada Guotama himvelf about 6000 B. C. as
it was impossible for him to remain satisfied by simply
giving an outline of the Nyaya doctrine in the first
chapter leaving out the remaining four chapters to be
supplicd by another hand in a later period. Pandit

Narendrachandra has ably shown from the Buddhist and
Jain works that the Madhyamika theory of the ‘Void’
has 1 oi given rise to the discussion of 'Sunyavada’ in
the N ayasutras, but that the theory is an old one found
even iv the oldest Upanishads of the Vedic Age. The
Buda. :~t religion 1s also shown to be of a very old date,
thus vi~proving the allusion of it in tihe Nyayasutras to
be a valid cause of modernity instead of antiquity of the
lattes

T« conclude, we are very glad to be able to record
thay Dr.f. Vedantatirtha’s first-hand researches on
Indian wogic will mark a new epoch 1in the history of
Philcsophy. He bas done a great service to the country.

SENATE HOUSE, KOKILESWAR SASTRI,
CALCUTTA, VIDYARATNA, M. a.
The 31 st. Professor of Sanskrit & Philosophy

January, 1930. in the University of Calcutta.
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e “Gotama : founder of the Nyaya School of Philo-

—

sophy. He is called also Satananda, also frequently
Gautama. He was author of a Dharmasastra or law-book.”

‘Dowson. Cyclopoedia of India. vol, L]
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» ( “Gautama is the same as Gotama, only that by a
tacit agreement Gotama has gencrally been used as the
name of the Philosopher, Gautama as that of Buddha.
Both belonging, it would seem, to the family of the
Gautamas or Gotamas, the Mss, varying with regard to the

yvowel’.)

[Max. muller. The Six Systems of Indian Philosophy.
p. 369. New Edition 1903. ]
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* “Gotama :—a name of Sakyasinha, applied to him
after his death, when he had become a Buddha, It is by

this name that he is usually known in Burma, Also

written Godama, Gaudama”.

[ Cyclopcedia of India, Vol. L ]

t “Gotama Swami :—A brahman of the Gotama
family whose personal name was Indrabhuti, He became
a disciple of Mahavira, often represented in Jaina sculp-
tures, especially in Karnatica and on the Malabar coast,”

[ Cyclopeedia of India, Vol. [, ]
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TMASEA | @2 T z30eR Il F Befs, 2z
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* “Thus the Aryans in India must have been a highly
civilized people about six thousand B.C, and the antiquities
of the Vedas must go back to a much earlier date.”

[ Theogony of the Hindus. P.P. 134. ]

+ “The epoch of the Kali-yuga, 3102 B,C. is usually
identified with the Era of Yudhisthir and the date of the
Mahabharata war, But certain Astronomers date the war
more than six centuries later.”

{ Cunningham. Indian Eras. p,», 613. 2nd Edition. ]
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[Bhasa’s Pratima-nataka. Act V.]
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[Mahabharata, Santiparva, 265-45. Bangabasi edition.

P, 21. ] '

‘in fact, Gotama or Gautama the founder of Anviksiki
was quite different from Aksapada while one lived in
Mithila, the other flourished at Prabhasa in Kathiawar,

The date of Aksapada may, therefore, be approximately
fixed at about 150 A. D.

The Nyayakosa mentions two legends to account for the
name of Aksapada as applied, according to it, to Gautama.
It is said that Gautama was so deeply absorbed in philo-
sophical contemplation that one day during his walk he
fell unwittingly into a well, out of which he was rescued
with great difficulty, God, therefore, mercifully provided
him with a second pair of eyes in his feet, to protect the
sage from further mishaps.

( W Uil rdR Slafis w1 )

We may, therefore, fix the date of Medhatithi Gautama
at about §50 B. C.’
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[ Brahmanda-Purana published under the name of

Vayu-Purana by A. S, B, adhyaya. 23. |
[ History of Indian Logic. (Dr. S, C, Vidyabhusana.)
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* %“The late Dr, S, C. Vidyabhusana in J. R, A. S.
1618. thinks that the earlier part of Nyaya was written by
Gautama about 850 B. C. whereas the Nyayasutras of
Aksapada were written about 150 A. D. and says that
the use of the word Nyaya in the sense of Logicin

Mahabharata 1. 1. 67, 1. 70. 42-51, must be regarded as
interpolations. He, however, does not give any reasons

in support of his assumption.
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Goldstucker says that both Patanjali (140 B. C.) and
Katyayana (fourth century B. C.) knew the Nyaya Sutras.

(Goldstucker, Panini p. 157.) We know that Kautilya
knew the Nyaya in some form as Anviksiki in 3co B. C.

and on the strength of this we may wventure to say that
the Nyaya existed in some form as early as the fourth
century B, C. DBut there are other reascns which lead me
to think that at least some of the present Sutras were
written some time in the second century A.D. Bodas
points out that Badarayana’s Sutras make allusions to the
Vaisesika doctrines and not to Nyaya. On this ground
he thinks that Vaisesika Sutras were written before
Badarayana’s Brahmasutras whereas the Nyayasutras

were written later. Chandrakanta Tarkalankara also
contends in his edition of Vaisesika that the Vaisesika

Sutras were earlier than the Nyaya.”
[ Dr. S. N. Das Gupta. History of Indian Philosophy.

pp- 279-80. ]
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» “In respect of their reduction to systematic shape,
the logical sutras of Kanada and Gotama appear to rank
last. But this by no means indicates that these logical

inquiries are themselves of later origin~~on the contrary,

the other sutras almost uniformly begin with such—but

merely that the formal development of the Logic into two

philosophical schools took place comparatively late,”
[History of Indian Literature, P. 244. (Weber,)

“According to the most recent investigations on the
subject the terms Naiyayika and Kevala-Naiyayika ( Pan,
1I. i, 49 ) would point to the Nyaya System as antecedent
to Panini, these words,however, do not occur in the text of
Panini at all ( which has merely the word Kevala ! ) but
only in his scholiast,”

[History of Indian Literature, (Weber) P. 2435.
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“Akshapada, so far as we know at present, is first
mentioned by Madhava”.

[History of Indian Literature. (Weber) P. 245.]
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Six Systems of Philosophy, though not the authors of the

sutras which we puossess, belonged to the same period of

philosophical and reliEious fermentation which gave rise to
the first spreading of Buddha’s doctrines in India, it is by

no means clear that any of these systems, in their literary
form, are pre-supposed by Buddhism. This is owing to
the vagueness of the quotations which are hardly given
verbatim. In India,during the mnemonic periud of literature,
the contents of a book may have become considerably
modified while the title remained the same. Even at a much
later time, when we see Bhartrihari (died 650 A D) referring
to the Mimamsaka, Sankhya and Vaiseshika Darsanas,
we have no right to conclude that he knew these Darsanas
exactly as we know them, though he may well have known
these philosophies after they had assumed their systematic

form. Again, when he quotes Naiyayika, it by no means
follows that he knew our Gotama-sutras, nor have we any
right to say that our Gotama-sutras existed in his time,
It is possible, it is probable, but it is not certain, We
must, therefore, be very careful not to rely too much on
quotations from, or rather allusiuns to, other systems of
philosophy.”’
[Six Systems of Indian Philosophy., PP. 8g-9o.
F, Max, Muller. New Edition 1903.}
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# “Now Dignaga is said by Vachaspati Misra, in his
Nyayavartika-tatparyya-tika,to have interpreted the Nyaya
Aphorisms of Gotama in a heterodox or Buddhist sense—
while Uddyotakara wrote his commentary to refute his
interpretation and to restore that of Pakshilasvamin, If
Vachaspati Misra is right, we should be allowed to place
Dignaga in the sixth century, and assign the same or
rather an earlier date to the Sutras of Gotama, as explained
by him and other Nyaya Philosophers. So late a date
may not seem to bz worth much, still I think it is worth
having”’.

[Six Systems of Indian Philosophy, P. 364.]

*The Sutras or rather Karikas of the Madhyamika,
School must, of course, be distinguished from the system
of thought which they are meant to explain. The character-
istic feature of that System is the Sunya-vada or nihilism,
pure and simple. As such, it is referred to and refuted in
(zotama’s Nyaya-Sutras IV, 37-40.”

[Six Systems of Indian Philosophy, P. 366.]
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* “That Nyaya was known to Panini in the s ense of

Syllogism or Logical reasoning or perhaps Logical Science,
I conclude from the sutra IIl. 3, 122” [Panini, his place in

Sanskrit Literature, pp. 116, ]
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* “We may fairly find the impulse to logic as given
by the investigation of the Mimansa school ; the term Nyaya
suggests the conclusion, and it is entirely in accord with
common sense, though of course it was a distinct act to
advance to what may fairly be deemed logical science, Of
the antiquity of logic we have no real knowledge; efforts
to find it early in Buddhism are ruined by the lateness of
Buddhist texts, and the attempts to ascribe the beginnings
of the Nyaya Sutra to a Gotama ( c. 500 B, C.), while
the true Nyaya is ascribed to Aksapada (¢, A. D. 150)

rest on no adequate ground. Nor can we reach any result

by the argument that the commentator Vatsyayana pre-
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ceded the Mathara Vritti on the Sankhyakarika, and in
the Anuyogadvarasutra of the Jains, for, apart from the fact
that the Jain Sutra is only as it stands authority for the
fifth century at best, the Mathara Vritti, as we have it, is
not an early text. All that we really know is that the
Nyaya Sutra as it stands, a compilation no doubt re-
presenting earlier thought takes cognizance of the nihilistic
“school of Buddhism, probably as it developed in the first
century A. D. And even that result is uncertain”.

“The Nyaya Sutra found an expositor in Paksila-
svamin Vatsyayana, who wrote the Nyayabhasya before
the Buddhist logical Dignaga. His work resembles
in style the Mahabhasya, and he propounds modi-
fications of the Sutra in short sentences comparable to
Varttikas, but this is far from sufficient to justify us in
assigning him to the second century B. C, The fourth
century is more plausible, though a rather earlier date is

not excluded.”
[ History of Sanskrit Literature, ( Dr. A, B. Keith ).

P. P. 482-433. ]
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*“Nagarjuna’s works evidently were of much influence on
the development of Indian Philosophy, and his dialectic as

sophistic was too much in harmony with the taste of

Gautama not to attract his attention, It is, therefire, not
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improbable that we may assert that the Nayasutra falls

in the period afte1 the appearance of Nagarjuna,”
| [ Indian Logic and Atomism. p. 24. ]




















