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The an’hle Mr. Justice Manmata Nath Mukerji ma. g1

High Court of Judicature at Fort William in
Bengal and a Member of the Syndicate
of the Calcutta umwversity.

29. January 1933,

With very great pleasure have 1 gone
through the book ‘“‘Jnanapraveshika” by Rai
Sahib Mahim Chandra Batavyal. The book
purports to be an introduaction to the teachings
of Vedantic Philosophy and gives a glimpse
of the foundations on which it 18 based. The
discoveries of modern science and the discus-
sions of moral principles by the great thinkers
-.of to-day have revealed how deep and broad
based these foundations are. The object-of the
book 1s to attract young minds to a study of
those problems and to enable them to realise
how their own individual existence is linked
with the chain of existence emanating from
the Prime Source and ultimately merging into
It. The humane interest is disclosed in the last
chapter in which 1t 18 shown how Liove Divine
permeates the whole world Phenomena,—a
realisation which gives strength to the mind
and cheers the heart amidst the gloomy out
look of sorrows, privations and disappoint-
ments, which apparently cloud our existence.

I think the book should be largely unti-
lised for the education of our students in order
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to 1mpress into their minds the seeds of true
knowledge or at: least to create in their minds
an apfitude for further study on a subject,

which 1s unquestionably important, useful and
ennobling,

Sd/ M. N, Mukerji

6 Old Post-Olfice Street,
' Calcutta,
The 9th January 1938.

Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikari,

C.1 F,C.B.E, M\. A, L. I, D.
Late Vice-chanceller of the University of Caliuita.

Jnan-Prabeshika by Rai Sahib  Mabim
Chandra Batavyal is an interesting and
Instructive work, worthy of careful studv by
the young and old alike. 1t is roplete with high
ideals and moral lessons supported by woll
chosen Sastrik Texts in clear and lucid Bengali,
which will be of great use to all Seekers in the
present rcactionary age. Mr Batavyal who has
made a mark in public service as Registrar of
Assurances, Calcutta, is a brother of the late
crudite  Vedic scholar Mr. Umes Chandra
Batavyal and is to be congratulated on the
excellence of the style and substance of the

work, an index of the piety and learning that
have a,lways run in the family.
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THE AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA,

Dated Calcutta, 22nd January 1933 .
HINDU PHILOSOPHY.

“Joanpraveshika” ( Sadhanar Dhan) by
Rai Sahib Mahim Chandra Batavyal-Published
by Babu Prakash Chaundra DBatavyal [rom
Durgabati, 1, Dayal Danerjee Road, Baje
Shibpur, llowrah. Pp. 114 Price eleven
AN NS,

Rai Sahib Malim Ch. Batavya! (vounger
brother of the late erudite Vedic Scholar Mr
Umesh Ch. Batavyal) 1s already known to the
public as the Registrar ol Assurances, Calcutta.
But uptil now we had no 1dea that he is also
a great Sanskrit scholar deceply imbued with the
philosophic principles ol the Kast.  We have,
therefore, great pleasnre 1n introducing him
to onr readers as the author of a little maunual
of Hindu Philosophy, written in the Bengali

language.

The interest of tlhas small book is out of
all proportion to its size. 1t is a primer of
Hirdu Philosophy, not only indispensable to
every thoughtiul reader, but also invaluable
as a source of suggestions for making further
progress in the field of ancient Indian

Thought.

The work opens with a brief account of the
Upanisbadic doctrine of Cosmogony, and deals
with the theories about the origin and the
functions of the sense-organs, the method of




controlling them, the process of Pranayama,
the mysticism of Omkara and the layatn
Hymn, the mode of worshipping a Personal
God, the Intuitional Knowledge of Bralhmah
and the value of Devotion (Divine Love which
leads to final Emancipation). It concludes
with a few simple Saunskrit hymns carefully
selected to suit the different tastes of general
readers. Lastly, there is an Index of subjects
appended to the work which makes the book
quite up-to-date.

We congratulate the worthy author who
has succecded remarkably well in keeping up
the traditions of his family ; and we are glad to
have this opportunity ol strongly urging all
our readers to study this book, which by its
style and substance is sure to oceupy a promi-
nent position in the philosophical literature of
the Bengali language.

ity (S

THE LIBERTY.

‘Dated Calcutta, 25th December, 1932.

JNAN PRAVESIKA-—-By Rai Shaheb
Mahim Chandra DBatabyal (Pages 114, price
Kleven anmas—published from Durgabati, 1
Dayal Banerjee Road, Howral). |

In this interesting little book the learned
anthor has lucidly explained the tenets of
Hindu religion contained in the Vedas and
the Gita. He has in a masterly way shown
that even 1n the highly materialistic atmos-
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phere of the modern world it is possible to live
a religious life. The first chapter of the book
1s devoted to a clear exposition of the theory
of creation, the second to an intimate study
of the origin of man’s body and mind and their
relation to each other, the third to the efficient
control of the senses and the development of
the spirit and the subsequent chapters to the
practice of those religious exercises which
are necessary to the attainment of peace
and ultimate salvation (Moksha). The book 1s
notable for the author’s grasp of his subject
and for its high literary qualities. The
language is simple and clear and beautiful
without being too ornate. Wherever the
author formulates conclusions of his own, he
has had them supported by apt quotations
from the seriptures. A number of hymns for
daily recitavion are given'in the seventh and
last chapter, and there is a subject-index at the
end which will be f[ound convenient and uselul.

THE ADVANCE
Dated Calcutta, 30th ‘October, 1932.

The book 18 an attempt to make the sublime
{ruths of the Gita accessible to common
anderstanding  The lecarned author has
with profuse quotations explained the ways
of attaining wisdom and ultimately salvation
in the light of the teachings of the Gita. The
book will be found useful to those who are
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interested in religion and to whom the
original Gita appears to be too abstruse. We
have come across a number of printing
mistakes which we hope will be corrected in
the subsequent edition. Get-up is simple
and decent.
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