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The murder of Narendranath Gossain which

was committed by persons actually in custody in one
of His Majesty’s prisons is unique in the history of

Bengal.
Bengal administration Report 1908-9
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“ITndia should have her own solution of
political problems and can have it if she be vital
enough to really will to achieve it.”

Is India civilized ? —Sir John woodroffe.
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‘““The horror of such crimes is too great for
words and yet it has to be acknowledged, almost,
that they are the only method of fighting left to a
people who are at war with despotic rulers able to
command great military forces against which it is
impossible for the unarmed populace to make a

stand.”’
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“And yet no Viceroy has done one tithe of
what Lord Curzon has done to create, to quicken
and to consolidate the forces that will mould the
New India of tomorrow. Of Lord Curzon, as of
many another powerful and indispensable person
in the history of the Nations, it may yet have
to be written—he moulded better than he knew.”
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Work, for it i1s a noble thing,

With a lofty end in wview,

To tread the path that God ordains,

With steadfast heart and true,

That will not quail, whate er betide,

But bravely bear us through
It matters not what the sphere may be,
That we are here to ﬁl]
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How much there 1s of seeming good,

How much of seeming 1ll;

'Tis ours to bend the energies,

And cornsecrate the will.
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to me, it was a great gain, because both of
us being daily passengers to Calcutta and
coming by the same train, | could avail
myself of many an opportunity of talking
together, heart to heart, our conversation
embracing all subjects of human interest and
cultural 1mportance. He never allowed to
feel any discomfort because of our difference
in age. One) thing always struck me, namely,
the alertness and receptivity of his intellect.
It often appeared, as if there was no subject
of importance in which he did not feel interest,
on which he had no information and which
he was not eager to know. The childlike
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simplicity and inquisitiveness was very frequently

manifest 1n his looks and beaming face.

There was no occasion in which he had not
regretted that he could not begin again his
hie from the very beginning. The great point
m his conversation was the soundness of his
opinion, the accuracy of his observation,
his grasp of the principles and the methodical
approach of the issues inyolved. He would
always 1mpress me, asa lover of ancient art
and architecture, as a great admirer of
modern scientific method of investigation and
application, a sincere worshipper of everything
—hiterature, religion, history which went to
build up our civilization. He was adamant
and unyielding on certain points and maintained,
therefore, strong views of his own. If it was
a question between a scientifically trained
medical practitioner and an apothecary, he
would rather die at the hands of the former
than live a hundred years more by the charms
of the latter. A man of his talent and out-
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look and high intellectual capacity and moral
stamina is rare indeed in the whole of Bengal.
He 1s a man with courage of conviction, with
the boldness of calling a spade a spade and
stick to his honest opinion, no matter how
others take it to be.”
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But of Narendranath Gossain 1t may at least

be said that he was implicated by the con-
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fession of those who now proffer to look upon
him as a traitor and he did little more than
pay them back In their own coin”.
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may be taken of his (Gossain’s) character and
motive, murder is murder and in this instance
it was the cowardly assassination of an unarm-
ed man by men who were provided with
deadly weapons.”
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doned him; still, in my opinion, he ought
to be hanged.” The reporter said, “why ?” I
said, “This 1s not the proper place and time
to discuss the matter.”
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misguided by Barindra and others. 1 ask your
pardon. | wish also to atone for what | have
done.
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