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DATHER PANCHALI
The Story of Apu & Durga

The film tells the story of a poor Brahmin family
who live in their sncestral village in Bengal : the father
( a poet and lay priest, an optimist and dreamer whose
unrealistic approach to life keeps his family in humiliat-
ing poverty ) ; the mother ( a practical woman who must
cope with the everyday struggles of the family) ; Durga
(their daugh:er, about six years old when the film begins,
whose one bad habit is stealing mangoes from the
neighbours’ orchards) ;: Apu (their son, an intelligent boy
much indulged by mother and sister) ; an aged aunt (who

Lives in a hut inthe garden, constantly bickering with the

mother but beloved by Durga).

Secondary characters are. a rich, cantankerous

woman (who owns most of the surrounding orchards and

who makes no secret of her disdain for the poor
family) ; a sympathetic woman (a friend of the mother).




Early in the film Apu is born. Later, the father,
sitting i1n the kitchen, tells his wife of his new job in the
Treasury and plants a wonderful future : he will repair
the house, find a husband for Durga, send Apu to a good
school, and write a great poem or play. The mother is
infected by her husband’'s optimism.

Six years pass. The father is still drudging at his
underpaid job; the house is unrepaired. Apu attends
a poor school run by a scholar who is also the village
grocer. The mother, tired for her husband’'s compla-
cency, urges him to assert himself.

The children visit the house of the rich, cantankerous
woman who later accuses Durga of stealing a valuable
necklace. Durga 1s searched but the necklace is not
found. The rich woman accuses the poor family of
thievery. The mother vents her humiliation and rage
by throwing Durga out of the house...... but later sends
Apu to bring her home.

That night while the old aunt tells a fairy story to the
children the father returns with his overdue wages and
tells of an offer to officiate at an initiation ceremony for
which he will be well paid. The mother urges him to
set out immediately, but he insists that delay is more
seemly.

After a bitter quarrel with the mother, the old aunt
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leaves the house. Meanwhile the children attend a 1
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travelling fair and theatrical performance, quarrel and
are reconciled. The old aunt returns home 1ill and begs
to be allowed to die there. but the mother does not
believe her and refuses to take her in. The old woman
leaves. The children find ner in the orchard but tneir
joy is turned to sorrow when they realize she is dead.

The father finally sets out for the initiation ceremony.
The mother's anticipations of prosperity are shattered
by the arrival of a postcard : the ceremony has been
cancelled : her husband is going to the city and
will not return until he has earned enough money to
repair the house.

Months pass. The lovely daughter of the rich,
cantankerous woman is married. Durga is impressed
and begins to perform religious rites (planting the
flower). The mother fights a losing battle against poverty.

A second postcard from her husband brings good
news—he has earned the necessary money and 1s

returning home.

The homecoming is saddened by Durga's death.
The father at last faces life realistically and decides

to take his family to Benares.

" . The family leave their ancestral home for a new life.






