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“The ancient world died without
foreboding its death. We know
our history We shall die with full
consciousness. We shall tollow all
the stages of our own dissolution
with the keen eye of the experien-
ced physician.”
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“Perhaps never before was a people, as
a thing of the past, so entirely done for
as the German to-day. The heroic figures
of its great tradition are gone , the repre-
sentatives of its 1most recent past have
proved incapable of satisfying the demands
of a new spirit of the times DBut, on the
other hand, never did a people 1n like
circumstances bear so much future in
itself. It 1s the most youthful, most virile,
most promising people of all Europe ”
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“the growth of a new national type
which will unite the best tradition of the
past with the stern realities of the present
seems 1 the long run assured”
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“It is the mission of the West to put
into practice what the Hast. especially
India, has first understood as a theoretical
command ”
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“The dreamer stood up, looked about
himselt. He telt disenchanted, redeeed,
delivered, not through his own will-
power but hurled into space by elemental
forces to which his deliverance was an
entirely accidental matter.”
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‘Proletarian poets exist. They may not
be of the Afirst rank; but that 1s no
misfortune for the moment. I.etthem be
crude and unpolished as long as they
are our own men.’
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‘How can you be leaders in culture,
when you yourself admit that the working
classes are utterly uncultured ¥
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‘“You are rightt We know we are uncul-
tured Nevertheless, a man may lack
culture and yet have the right political
convictions'.
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‘A dictatorship of the proletariat 1s merely
a transitional phase, through which
humanity 1s to reach a class-less society
and a class-less art The task of to-day
1s for the proletariat to assimilate the best
of bourgcois culture.’
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‘In the transition period of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat we can have no
proletarian art. The task of this epoch in
the field of culture 1s for the proletariat
to master the technology, the science and
the art of the preceding centuries.’
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‘The first quality demanded of literature
today in Russia 1s that it 15 easily under-
stood by the masses. Anything artistic,
elaborate, subtle, cleverly conceived 1s
rejected as ‘over the heads of the masses.’
S0 we must confine ourselves to the
masses. If I were to write ‘T’ instead of
‘we’ 1n a poem, I should have the autho-
rittes on my back in a moment with
charges of ‘individualism’, ‘mysticism’,
‘counter-revolution’. If I were to use the
figure ‘snow-carpet’ in describing a winter
scene some fiery champion of the pro-
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letariat would protest: No peasant or
labourer would use the word ‘carpet’ At
most, he would say, ‘mat’. If a poet speaks
of ‘sauntering through the market’ he
1s accused of ‘encouraging idleness’ and
undermining the morale of the worker.’
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‘You complain of censorship The cen-
sorship 1s an impediment only for you,
counter-revolutionists |  Our censorship
merely forbids you to <crculate 1n a
literary form what might poison the
people with anti-Bolshevik 1deas’.
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