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the defence of our hearth and home should forthwith
and primarily be our own concern.

Subedar Singh is a pioneer who has spared no pains
and efforts in providing us with a very timely and
readable publication which, as | have already stated.
should be widely read by our boys and girls. I also do
hope that his example will be followed by other
competent Bengalees who will provide similar small
and interesting brochures and text books in Bengal
on the several arms of modern warfare and that they
will have a wide circulation.

A few Battalions of Bengalees on a permanent
territorial basis, also a ‘few mechanised units on the
same footing and a training college for pilots and
officers in all the Aims of Defence must forthwith
mature. And old man’s dream must be turned into
reality, sooner rather than later.

Swara) may wait but defence of India should not.

| 5, Camac Street, K K. Chatterjee,
Calcutta. Lt. Col. 1. T. F.
I.th fune 1040. Hony. Co'onel, C. U, T. C.



18, CANAL STREET,

CALCUTTA,
The 24th June, 1940.

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi thanks Subedar
M. B. Singh for a copy of his book entitled

“Saintk Bangali” which he has been good enough
to present him. The book 1is interesting and
useful and proves beyond doubt that Bengalees

yield to none in martial qualities and spirit.

Sd/ A. H. Ghuznavi,
Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, M. L. A.
(Central)

Subedar M. B. Singh
1D, Preonath Banerjee Street,
Calcutta.
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Proposed Bengali Regiment

“One thing more I woat to tell you. The Viceroy
has been considermg the position with the Commander-
in-Chief and with the otixer Members ot his Government.
They have determined to tiy as an expcerimental measure
to raise a douable company of infantry composed of
Bengali on precisely the same terms as are otfered to
the Indian Army generally.

Enlistment will be for the period of the war with
option to the Soldiers of remaining in the service if
they choose after its conclusion. The Double Company,
when formed, will be located on the frontier for training
and when properly traincd mnay be sent on field service.
That the Government of India should be willing to

consider this now, while war 1s going on, while their
anxieties are great, while their thoughts must be more
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than tully occupied, shows that they have not neglected
the feelings of Bengal, That they should be willing to
make the experiment is proof that they do sympathise
with us, that they do belicve that Bengalis are loyal

and arc devoted.  Surely it is the duty now of every

onc who loves Bengal to see that the experiment shall
siucceed to show that emotional and impetious as the
Bengalhis undoubtedly are they are generous enough to
excreise sclf-control; that they ae icady to submit to
disciplime and will do their part when asked, just as
well as other people Jdo therr part without demanding
any exceptional or better terms”.

The announcement made at the Bengal Legislative
Council Meceting at Dacca by His Excellency Lord
Carmichacl, The Governor of Bengal,  August, 7, 1916,

“The Bengalee”
Tucsday, August, 8, 1910.
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Bengali Regiment

A double company of Bengalees has been sanctioned
by Government., Recruits for cnlistment must be
Bengalees between 16 to 30 years of age, chest 32 inches,
height 5 ft. 4 inches. Services till the cad of the war
and optional afterwards.

Destination—Wherever required. At present to be
sent to the Indian Frontier for training.

Dr. S. K. MuLLICK
40, Beadon Street.
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Meeting at B. l. Association

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan
presided over an important meceting to consider the
steps to be taken regarvding the organisation of the
“Bengalec Double Company” hcld in the British Indian
Association Rooms on Tuesday at 4-45 p.m.

Among those present were the following :(—The
Hon. Maharajadhiraj Babadur of Burdwan, The Ilon.
Sir S. P. Sinha, Babu Motilal Ghosh, The Hon. Babu
Bhupendra Nath Basu, Mr. J. N. Banerjee, Babu Satish
Ch. Palchaudhuri, Babu Kumar Kristo Mitter, Col.
Tanner, Captain Tatc Dr. M. N. Mitter, Mr, A. N.
Chaudhuri, Mr. S. C. Mitter, Mr. N. Ghatak, The Hon.
Babu Surendra Nath Roy, Mr. B. K. Lahiri, Mr. B.
Chakrabarty, Raja Jyot Kumar Mukerjee. Kumar
Manindra Chandra Sinha, Mr. J. Chaudhuri, Rai
Jadunath Majumdar Bahadur, Babu Piyush Kanti Ghose,
Mr. H. M. Bose and Dr. S. K. Mullick. Dr., Mullick
proposed that thc Maharajadhira) Bahadur of Burdwan
to take the chair. Dr, Mullick said that the inception
of the scheme was mainly due to the efforts of the
Maharajadhiraj, who in his speech at the ascociation in
a former occasion strongly pleaded for the enlistment
of Bengalees in the Army. Sir 5. P. Sinha seconded
the motion.
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The Maharajadhiraj <aid that the enthusiasm of the
Bhadralog class for enlistment as Regulars must be
welcome. The selection should however rest in the hands
of the Military authorities and whoever come forward
with any number of men should be referred to the
Military authorities, Recruaiting should not be confined
entirely to the Bhadralog class.  But efforts should be
made to have at least one Company recruited from other
classes who tormerly uscd to from the fichting materials
of Beneal, such as the Gowalas, .\gurics etc.

The tension was that on the Indian Armv Regulation
nay for tiie Bhadralog could not be permanently expected
to continue 1 the Indian Army. TFor this purposes
and for the permancncy of the scheme, a regular
recruiting propaganda should be  started  throughout
Bengal for all classes.

There was an idea of amalgamating the Bengal

Ambulance Corps Committee with the “Bengalee Double
;ompany” Committee about to be formed. The speaker
as President of the Bengal Ambulance Corps could not
say anything in that direction without consulting that
Committee, for the Bengal Ambulance Corps Committee
still existed. Sir S, P. Sinha said that before Dy, Mullick
read out his notes he would like to say that this was a

great opportunity for the Bengalees to carry arms and
that they should avail themselves of it; for as His
Majesty’s subjects they should do their part to establish
their claims to bear arms, At the same time in such a
matter there should be no spirit of bargaining for it
should be with them a matter of volunteering.
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Once bargaining prevailed, the wholc thing would
collapsc. \What however, he would suggest was that the
proposed committee should give consideration to the
sacrificc to be made by thc men offering their services
( while others remained in comfortable circumstances )
and try and make some extra payments for the aid of
their familics etc. but on no account should this extra
payment bc a matter of agrecement, but purcly and
simply a voluntary undertaking.

Mr. A. N. Chaudhurt endorsed every syllable uttered

by Sir 8. P. Sinha.

The business before the mecting was, he said, that an
offer has becen made which was to be accepted or
declined on own terms, Of coursce it must be accepted.
Dr. Mullick then said before the meeting a progressive
statement and pointed out that while the DMilitary
authorities required 228 men for the Double Company
he had already over 300 applications from the Bhadralog
class, and more applications were coming in and
entertained since many might be pronounced unfit by
the Military authoritics and a certain portion might not
present themselves at the right moment.

The manner in which the young men were coming
up clearly showed that there would be no want of men.

They had this large number of applications though
not a mecting had been held or a circular issued,

« Ultimately the number would be multipled several
times over if the scheme were made widely known
throughout the province. Col. Tanner was asked several
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questions regarding the recruiting, supplementing the
allowanccs of the Bengali Soldiers etc.

Regarding the former question he laid a paper on
the table and in answer to the latter he said that the
Government would have no objection to the suldigrs’
pay being supplemented by subscription or otherwise.
Ic stated that this Double Company would be attached
to the 55th Kohat Rifles, Gurkhas, Punjabees ctc.

Revarding the procedure of recruiting, he said, any
committce or individual could bring in any recruits for
cxamination by the Military authorities.

The {following resolutions were carried unanimously
that the thanks of the meceting be conveyed to the
Government ot India and thc Government of Bengal
for the sanction of the formation of the Double Company
of Bengalces. Resolved that an Executive Committec
of twelve persons consisting of the following members
be formed to invite recruits and take all necessary
steps for the organisation of the Double Company in
consultation with the Military authoritics, that of this
Committee of tweclve, there should be a President, a
Secrctary, two Trcasurers and cight member:, that this
Committee bc authorised to fill in any vacancies that
might occur in it and also if necessary to co-opt members
at any particular meeting, and that three should form
a quorum,

President—The Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan,
Members—The Hon. Sir S. P. Sinha, Sir R. N,
Mookerjee, The Hon. Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, Babu
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Motilal Ghose, Babu Surcndra Nath Banerjee, Mr. C. R.
Das, Dr. S. P. Sarbadhikary, Mr. Satish Chandra Mitter,
1 reasurers—Mr, B. Chakrabarty, Mr. A. N. Chaudhuri.
Secretary— Dr. S K. Mullick.
Resolved that a General Committec consisting of the
following gentlemen be formed with power to add to
their number and that Kxecutive Committee should not

enter into any financial arrangements without the
consent of the General Committee.

The Gencral Committec contained one hundred and

forty-six namcs including Zemindars, wealthy merchants
and professional men

Resolved that a Working Committee be tormed
consisting of the following members :—

Dr. S. P. Sarbadhikary.
Mr. A. N. Chaudhuri

Mr. Satish Chandra Mitter.
Dr. S. K. Mullk.

The meeting dispersed at about 6-30 p.m.

“The Bengater”
Thursday, August 24, 1916.
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Recruiting has been opened to several classes to
whom Mailitary Service was previously closed.

Considerable public interest has been aroused by the
sanction given for the formation of a Bengali Double
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Company which will be trained on the Frontier and
sent on active service. The Bengali Stationary Hospital
recently broken up, rendered admirable service in
Mesopotamia and its record there was one of which the
promoters of the scheme may well be proud of.

“‘The Statesmnar'’
Wednesday, September 6, 1916.
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I only want to say a few words to congratulate
you, and to wish you every good fortune. You have
come forward willing to serve your King-Emperor
and your country in a cause which you believe 1is
a good one, and | must sincerely wish you every
good fortune, as I would wish it to many young
men in all parts of the British Empire who are
doing the same., 1 congratulate you as 1 would con-
gratulate many young men in all parts ot the Empire,
because you have come forward and in doing so
have shown that you recognise that you owe a duty
not to our King-Emp-ror only, but to our fellow
subjects and that vou are willing to discharge that
duty. We all owe that duty. 1 hope we all recognise
that we owe it, but it is not possible fer us all to
show, as yvou have done, that we owe it. You are
fortunate in being able to show it; I feel sure you
think that, and if you do I feel sure you won't
want to have much said about it, at any rate in
your presence,

But there is a special reason for congratulating
you. You are the first body of Bengalees to whom
the “privilege has been given of going to serve as
soldiers. Hitherto, it has not been known that the
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people of Bengal were suited to be soldiers. There 1s
nothing to be ashamed of in that, There are many
people who for one reason or other are not suited
to be soldiers—I am one mysell and I expect there'
are others on this platform who would say the same
thing of themselves. The army must, to a great
extent, be run on business lines. It has to be paid
for out of public money, out of taxes, and it is the
duty of those who spend the taxes to see that they
get for the public good value for their money.

[t i< therefore, not a thing to be wondered at,
otill less a thing to be grumbled at, if those who
are responsible for sending soldiers for the army
have not tried to recruit in places where it has been
the general opinion that it is not very easy to find
soldiers. |

None of us can deny that among Bengalees them-
selves the general opinion hitherto been that Bengal
is such a place. [ know that there bave been some,
at any rate, ever since I have known Bengal, who
have fretted at that view: and I have all along
sympathised with them. They were glad, and 1 was
glad, when it was announced that the Government
of India have sanctioned the formation of a Double
Company in Bengal.

[t may not seem a great concession to make,
and in peace time it would seem a very small one ;
but this is war time, and we must rememper that
to many people it seems very unusual, and perhaps
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even an unjustifiable thing that the Government should
be willing to make what we must all admire is an
experiment, and take and train some men as soldiers
on the distinct promise that when they are traincd
they will be sent on active service, even though they
belong to a race who have not up to the present
been looked on, or who have not for the most part
themselves claimed to be, particularly suited for
fighting. It is an experunent-—admittedly an experi
ment—and there is only one thing which can justify

it ; that is if those who go make the cxperiment
a success.

The Great Responsibility

As the Viceroy said yesterday, considerable
public interest has been aroused by the sanction for
the fotmation of the Double Company. That is why
[ especially congratalate you. You will not have an
easy time, probably to many of you it may seem
a very hard time, especially at the beginning during
the period of your training, but all the same |
congratulate you, for vou are knowingly incurring a
great responsibility.,  What you do, or do not do,
will bring credit or the reverse, not on yourselves
only, but on the whole of your fellow country-men.
You, [ fancy, believe, if any one believes—and many
believe it, that Bengalees ought to do well in warfare,

as they gcan do well in peace. It lies with you to
secufe them that chance.
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I believe you will rise to your opportunity, that
you will show that, not only can your people be
brave, as many people know they can be, but that
they can also—and this is of much more importance
and is not so often believed—submit to discipline,
Again to quote His Excellency the Viceroy ‘‘the
Bengalee Stationary Hospital recently in Mesopotamia

and its record there was one of which the promoters
of the scheme may well be proud of.”

It is for you to do equally well. You are being
given a chance, a chance which many envy but
which 1 hope none grudge you.

Hundreds of young men have been, and are
being, tramed as you are going to be trained; but
have no certainty—many of them have very Iittle
hope of seeing active service, they must be kept
probably for long, if not for the whole of their
services on some of those thankless, unéxciting but
often unpleasant jobs which many soldiers know only
too well.

You have been promised that when you are
trained you will be given what all soldiers long to be
given—a chance of going on active servicee I am
glad you have been promised this, and I feel sure
you will show yourselves worthy of it.

That 1s why 1 especially congratulate you. Once
more, in a word, I wish you well. v

“The Statessman®
Thursday, September, 7, 1916.
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Bengal Bids Adieu
To

Her Soldier Sons

Second Batch Starts
Wednesday, September, 20, 1916.

At 5 p.m. recruits in charge of a Havildar and
two Naiks of:the 46th Punjabees, the regiment to
which they were to be attached, marched to the
station accompained by Dr. S. K. Mullick, Dr. S. P.
Sarbadhikary, Mr. N. N. Ghatak and Mr. S. C. Mitter
who marched all the way with them.

They reached Howrah station where the assembled
crowd with a wild ovation greeted them. They were
received by the Members of the Committee and
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distinguished ladies and gentlemen, among whom
were :—

Mrs. P. K. Roy, Mrs, S. K. Mullick, Little Romola,
Mrs. Mrigendra Lall Mitter, Mrs. N, N. Ghatak, Mrs.
S. C. Mitter, Miss Mitter and other members of the
Ladies Committee.

Dr. 5. K. Mullick, Dr. S.P. Sarbadhikary, Hon.
Mr. S. N. Roy, Hon. Provas Chandra Mitter, Mr.
Jogendra Nath Bose, Mr. N, N. Ghatak, Mr. S, N.
Haldar, Mr. D. N. Basu, Mr, J. R. Banerjec, Mr. Ajoy
Dutt, Mr. Bejoy Chandra Singh of the “Hindoo
Patriot”, Mr. S. (. Mitter and others. Captain Tate
and Lt. Brown came to the station on behalf of
the Military Authorities.

Names of Recruits

1 Sureswar Mukherjee,

2 Amal Chandra Ganguly.

3 Upendra Nath Mullick.

4 Sachit Kumar Sircar.,

5 Kumar Adhikram Majumder M. A, B. I.. Vakil
6 Bejoy Ratna Bhattacherjce.
7 Sudhansu Ranjan Ghosh.
8 Naba Kumar Mohanta.

9 Nagendra Nath Ghatak.
10 Satyendra Nath Kundu.

11 Tarak Nath Banerjee.

12 Rajendra Lal Mukerjee.

13 Haridas Sen.
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Surendra Nath Somaddar.
Monbahadur Singh.
Nripendra Narayan Roy Choudhury
Rammay Bhattacherjee.
Gopi Kumar Roy Choudhuri.
Sarat Kumar Mitra.
Khagendra Nath Bosc.
Santosh Kumar Dey.
Atal Behari Mukerjce.
Khestra Nath Majumdar.
Jagadish Chandra Mukerjee.
Sailendra Nath Ghosec.
Dulal Chandra Haldar.
Nagendra Chandra sen.
Ramkanal Mujumdar
Durgapada Banerjce.
Nic-named “John” by the Foit people.
Satish Kumar Kar.
Radha Charan Bhar.
Susil Kumar Bose.,

“The Bengalee”
Thursday, September 21, 1916,
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“In regard to your qucstion concerning the progress
of the men, I can certainly say that it should be rapid
if they continue the efforts which they appear to be
making at present.

The general level of mtelligence is high. The conduct
of the men exccllent.

There is very reacon to believe that the majority
will be by the end ot their training at a fair level
of efficiency in point of marching power in the plains.
I have not yct seen the men as hill-climbers, My
general 1mpression about the men is that tliy scem

willing, well-behaved and anxious to do credit to their

class.
“The Bengalee”

Wednesday, November, 8, 1916.
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In September 1916, when the proposal for the
Bengalec Double Company came befor the country,
Mrs. S. K. Mullick suggested the idea of supplying
necessitics to these newly enlisted recruits. The
Government paid very little and we found that some
of the rccruits being very poor had hardly the bare
necessities with them. \We dicided to try and work

for this cause. A large and influential Ladies” Mecting
was convened at the Mary Cerpenter lall, to intorest
cvery one in the work and an appeal was made for
funds. We decided to give 11 little articles ot necessity
and pack them up in a small khakt bag and present
each recruit with a bag as they lelt ITowrah Station.
We calculated that it would cost about Rs. 7/~ per
bag and the whole cost of the Double Company was
estimated at Rs, 3000/-. At the meeting several generous
hearted ladies came forward with help and advanced
some monies to begin the work., \We were rather
doubtful about raising so much money, so we decided
to appeal for {unds in the papers.  Within two months,
we found that the generous response of our friends
for this good cause, was beyond our expectations.
Evidently the idea of our boys having an opportunity
for Military training was weclcomed by the rich and
poor alike, We are thankful to our friends and well-
wishers for many a large and small donation to help
us forward with our work in hand. Our work had
stirred the whole of Bengal and it is with unfeigned
pride we have to record that we received such small
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donations as Rs. 2, 3, 4 and 35, sent by money-orders
from the remotest pallies and  villages in Bengal

One moncey-order requires special mention, in which,
the lady-remitter writes - —“I cave my little daughter
Rs. 2/- tor her  buth-ay but she wants me to
~end this towards the Bengalee Double Company IFund.

All donations towards this work have been {ully
published 1in the papers {from time to time and a
complcete Report with accounts and vouchers  have
also beea published in the formm ol & book. We
shall not therclore  ¢o mto  detaills  here,  except
mentioning a few  lacts  which  might  interest  our
members and through them the gencral  publicc. As
our work 1 this department gradually  incrcased, we
formed « special sub-committee for  this work and
nominated Mrs. K. B, Dutt as the Seccrctary of the
Sub-comunittee. At first and for one vear Mrs. R. C.
Duatt had lent us a room in her house in Hungerford
Strect for our work, but now we have our work-
parties every Wednesday at Mrs, K. B. Dutt’s place,

Thanks of the Samitt are due to  the following
ladies for their regular attendance on ~ Wednesday’s
work—parties at  Mrs. Dutt's  place namely— Mrs,
Suren Ilaldar, Mrs. B. 1., Mitter, Mrs, P. Mukherjee,
Mrs. J. N. Roy, Mrs. N. C. Bancrjee, Miss. Dutt, Mrs.
A. C. Dutt, Mrs. A. P. Sen, Mrs. J. C. Mukherjee
and Dr. Mrs, Ganguly.

Early in 1918, we felt our funds werc getting
low and so we decided to have a tancy fair tor the

v
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purpose of raising money. Maharajah ot Cossimbazar
kindly lent us his grouuds and we had a Fair i
May 1918. We held the IFair tor three days and
realised morc than Rs. 4000/-. Our grateful thanks
are due to scveral gentlemen friends for  kindly
helping us  with the airangements tor the Tair.
Special thanks are due to Mrs, P. N. Bose and Mrs.
B. L. Mitter tor arranging the theatricals on the
occasion which wcre a greit success. Samitt 15 also
ogratetul to Mrs, Mrigen  Mitter, Mra. J. N, Ruoy,
Mrs. A, P, Sen, Mis Jotin Gupta, Mrs. B 1. Chow-
dhury, Mrs. N C. Bancrjee, Mrs. K. B, Dutt, Mrs.
A, C. Sen, Mrs, Gyan Roy and several othcr  Jadies
special devotion made the IFair such a success. The
Double Company has increased ito 2 Battalions
now—and our coimnforts are being <ent both to
Mesopotamia and Karachi, For our Karachi  works,
we have been gecting Re. 250/~ from the  Bengalee
Patriotic Fund for the last six months. On an average
our monthly expenditure is between g to 6 hundred
for our boys in  Mesopotamia. We  get  regular
acknowledgments irom the Commanding Officers as
well as, {rom some ot the Subadars and [lavildars
of the 40th Bengalees.  Special thanks of the Samiti are
due to Mrs. K. B. Dutt and the sub-committee for
carrying on this work so successtully. In concluding
this Report we cannot allow this opportunity to slip
by without acknowledging with deep gratitude, the

debt we owe to all our friends and wellwishers for
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kindly bhelping us  with donations, But for their
generous help, Mahila Samiti could not have continued
this work so «atisfactorily and for so long. From

September 1916 upto July 1918, we have collected
Rs. 27.440-4-0 for our Bengalee Regiment work, and
we  have spent Re 19,876-15-0, our RBank Balance
with Mrs. P. C. Chowdhury (our Special Treasurer
for this fund) at the end of July 1018 is R,
7,563-5-0. [t 1s a matter of urcat «<atisfaction to us,

to feel to day, that we have been able to do our work of
this Scetion so satistactorily.

Published by
Mahila Samity
/1. Hungerford Strect, Calcutta.
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Sergt., W. C. Boddy
265.023 ‘C’ Coy
1/6 Devon Regt.
Mes. Ex. Force

Nasiriyeh

28 8-13.

Dear Subedar M. B, Singh,

I dare say you will be surprised to hear from
me after keeping you waiting so long for this
letter, which [ promised to write to you when
I left you at Kut, I must apologise for not writing
to you before, but have been very busy since
rejoining my Battalion, in fact we have been kept
training from morning to night, but of course
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we can't do so much now because of the heat,
Of course when we left you, we naturally thought
we were being called back to the Regiment,
because they were shifting out of the couatry,
but when we got to Nasiriych we found no signs
of our DBattalion shifting. Worse luck. We also found
wc had a new Colonel and it appears he i1s a man
who wants all his men with his Battalion. So that
1s the only reason why we were recalled.

[ hope [ shall have the pleasure of having a
letter from you, just to let mec know how you
and the other officers and men of your Company
are getting on, [ must say whilst [ was with
you, I was trcated with c¢very consideration by
all ranks, in fact I was very sorry to leave
you, and 1 am sure Sergt. Tucker and Hancock
were, Please remember me to all the N. C. OJs,
and men of your Company and tell them I
wish them the  best of luck and hope they
arc still doing their best for their King Emperor
and Country, and hope when they go into action
they will keep up the glorious tradition of the Indian
“mpire which 1 am positively sure they will do.

I think I must bring this Ictter to close, hoping
you are keeping in the best of health, glad to say
[ am. [ remain

Yours truly,
(5d.) W, C. Boddy

(Sergt.}
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( True Copy )
BUCKINGIHAM PAT.ACIL,

It is with feclings of pride and gratification that
I welcome here in my home this representative Con-
tingent of British and Indian officers and men of my
Army in India, and 1 am espccially glad that this
meeting should take place when we are celebrating
Peacc after Victory.

I deeply regret that unayoidable -circumstances
prevented your joining the Troops of the Empire and
of our Allies in the Victory Procession on July 19th.

[ thank the British Troops for their magnificent
scrvices 1 the Field. I gratefully recognise the prompt
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and cheerful response of the Territorials to their country’s
call, their patient endurance of a prolonged separation
from their homes and the sacrifices that they made
in giving up their occupations in civil life. When
temporary trouble arose in India they in common with
their comrades from Mesopotamia who were on their
way home of their free will remained at their posts
( though their home-coming was at hand ). The exem-

plary conduct of all has filled me and their countrymen
with admiration.

I heartily thank all my Indian Soldiers for their
loyal devotion to me and to my Empire, and for their
sufferings cheerfully borne in the various campaigns in
which they have served in lands and climates so different
to their own. At times their hearts must have been
sad at the long scparation from their homes ; but they
have fought and died bravely, They have rivalled the
deeds of their ancestors: they have established new

and glorious traditions which they can hand on to their
children for ever.

I am glad to see among you representatives of the
Imperial Service Troops and I thank the Princes of the

Native States of India and their subjects for their noble
response to the call made by me for the defence of the

Empire and for the cause in which the Allies have fought
and conquered.

I know you all unite with me in gratitude to God
for the Victory that we have achieved., 1 trust you will
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enjoy your visit to England. May you return in safety
and take with you to your homes and villages my
personal message of thanks and good will.

Saturday, August 2nd,

( Sd. ) GEORGE, R. 1.
1919).
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TR R f st foml Afemin ) Baned Sragf
SR A 2T 73R 2 Alfd @ @ Brl wE g3
AR SR ZHfFA S SIIET W RAIHT (9 8
23y wifen fazs 3RS fwiy azein 1

et SES @b et Mg Aas fSrFifa-emws
AT (FI9 G Aq99 F5e (@ B Hraferem otz fac
TH® Faf% s—

Indian Troops in England
AN AMPRESSION

St. Nihal Singh writes in a London paper :—

As I sat on the Indian office stand waiting for the
arrival of the Indian procession I saw sitting near me
members of the various Indian deputations, who are i
London to put the Indian case before the Joint Indian
Parliamentary Committee. Here and there an Indian
in a turban and an Indian lady in a Sari were to be
seenn.

As soon as the Indian officers carrying the bannars
came in to the line of vision enthusiastic clicering broke
out on all sides. It seemed to me that the spectators
who lined thc Mail, and stood on the stand, let
themselves go in order to make up for the disappoint-
ment they had had of missing the Indian from the
victory procession.

The tall, stalwart Sikhs, with their beards rolled up
tightly against their cheeks, and their khaki turbans were
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easily recognised by everyone, and 1 heard universal
praise of the smart appearance they presented. The
short, dappcr Gurkhas, with their soft hats like the.
“Aussies” were also casily recognised and warmly
checred. Men of other races and creeds were not so

easily dctected by persons who had no special knowledge
of Indians,

But almost all the Indian races and clans that have
fought in the war were represented.

The well-built fair skinned Pathans the tall lithe
Dogra-proud of his Rajput ( Kingly ) blood AND EVEN
THE BENGALI—WIHOM THE WAR GAVE THE CIHANCE
TO WIPE OUT THE STIGMA OF COWARDLINESS MOST
UNJUSTLY PLACED UPON HIM BY MACAULAY—WAS
THERE.

“The Bengalec”

Sunday, September 7, 1910.
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49th Bengalis

Memanral Erected 1n Collego Square.

A memorial to fallen members of the 49th
Bengali, Regiment has just been erected i College
Square, Caleatta.

Constructed of pure white Carrara marble,
the memorial 13 in the formm of an obelisk
and stands 9 feet high. The following 1nserip-
tion appears on one side of the square-shaped
base :-

“‘In memory of the members of the 49th
Bengalt Regiment, who died 1n the Great War
1914-19. To the glory of God, .K:ing and
Country.”

On the other three sides are engraved the
names of the dead, H6 in all, with their
respective districts and the dates on  which
they died.

Unpretentious though the memoral 1s, 1t 1s
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nevertheless artistic and of graceful proportions.
Surrounded by an abundance of green foliage,
the crystal whiteness of the monument is brought
into vivid relief by the clear water of the
College-Square tank. A more appropriate site
could not perhaps have been chosen, seeing that

College Square is daily frequented by thousands
of Bengalis.

The 49th Bengali Regiment may perhaps be
regarded as one of the many tangible evidences
of the wave of patriotic tavour which swept over
India at the declaration of the Great War. The
movement for the formation of s Bengali unit was
inaugurated at a great demonstration in the Town
Hall over which Liord Carmich®l presided. A Double
Company was.at first iormed, which as the War
wore on and the need for more men was felt was

turned 1into a regiment. The 49th Bengalis served
with the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force.

The memorial has cost Rs. 4500 which has been

defrayed by the Army authorities. Messrs. Llewellyn
and Company are the architects.
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Bengali Ex-Soldier Association
FIRST INAUGURAL MEETING

There was a fairly large gathering at the inau-
gural meeting of the Bengali Ex-Soldiers’ Association
under the presidency of the Hon’ble Sir Deva Prasad
Sarbadhikarv held 1n the Indian Association Hall
on Friday eveming. After the object of the Asso-
ciation was explained by Subedar Major S. N. Bose
Bahadur, the President in a neat little specch stated
that 1t was a very aseful institution and should
have been formed ecarhier.

The first resolution was moved by the Hon’ble
Mr. P. C. Mitter. “That the Bengali Ex-Soldiers’
Association be formed.”
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It was seconded by Kumar M. C. Singh of
Paikpara and carried unanimously.

The provisional committee was formed with the
tollowing gentlemen with the power to add to their
number ;—

The Hon’ble Sie . P. Sarbadhikary.
Lieut Colonel N. PP. Sarbadhikary.

Nawal) IWhaja Habibullah Bahadnr of Dacca.
Kumar Monindra Chandra Simgh of Paikpara.
Babu Kristo Wumar Mittra.
The Hon’ble Mr. P. . Mitter.
Mr. Satyananda Bose.
Mr. .JJ. N. Banerjee.
Mr. Nibaran Chandra Roy.
Subedar Major S, N. Bose Bahadur, I. D. S, M.
Subedar Major K. A. Majumdar.
Subedar A. N. Chatterjee.
Jamadar 13. M. Roy.
Jamadar N. V. Mukherjece.
Ex-Habilder 5. C. Mittra.
J. N. Panday.
P. K. Das.
with a vote of thanks to the chair the meeting

sepamted.

“The Bengalee”
28th February, 1920.
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Recruiting Meeting at Dacca

H. E. THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

( Associated Press of India )

Dacca, Mar. 9. 1918.

In course’ of his speech Ilis KExcellency the
(overnor said :—

“After the eloquent appeals for recruits to which
we have already listenced, 1t may seen almost super-
fluous for me to add another. Nevertheless, as the
(Governor of the Presidency, I do join with those
who have already addressed you in appealing to the
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people of Eastern Bengal not to let pass unheaded
the opportunity which is now given to them of
taking their rightful place 1n the glorious armies of
His Majesty the King-Emperor.

It 1s said the successful man is the man who
recognises an opportunity when it comes and does
not hesitate to seize it.

What 1s true of individuals 1s true of nations.
A people that neglects an opportumity when it comes
may wake up some day to find that the opportunity
has gone never to return. I have no desire what-
soaver to minimize the gallantry and patriotism of
the young men of Bengal, who have already come
forward to serve their King and country.

On the contrary I gladly take this opportumty
of expressing the admiration which I feel for their
public spirit and rheir courage.

But I want to see many more of them. I am
told that up to the present time the number of
soldiers actually recruited in the Dacca Division 1s
less than three hundred.

Supposing that the war were to come to an end
to-morrow, would the people of the Dacca Division
be satisfied to think that oftheir millions they had
sent 300 men only to fight for the honour and
reputation of their motherland ¥ Have you not
asked time and again through your public men that
the army should be thrown open to you as a
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carrer ¥ Well, your opportunity has come. Seize
it while there is yet time. It is for you to vindicate
your claim to:stand sidesby side in comradeship with
the sololiers of the King.

I gladly recognise the services of those 1in the
Dacca district who have worked to assist us in the

walr.

Three motor ambulances have been built and
equipped for services in Mesopotamia.

I thank all those who have been concerned for
that. I thank too the ladies of Dacca, both Indian
and European for the work which they are doing
in providing comfort for the troops. I thank too all
those who have generously subscribed to the Dacca
Ladie’s War Flund and in particular Srimati Sarajabala
Devi of Bhowal, Baba Ramanath Ray of Kapasia,
Babu Harendralal Ray of Bhagyakul, the Estate of
Srimati Anands Kumari Devi of Bhowal and Babu
Ramanath Das and his mother.

But atl I thank those who have given up their
time and energy 1n connection with the recruitment
of men—Dr. Mead of Faridpur for his work 1n
connection with the labour crops, Babu Suresh
Chandra Chakrabarty,.Secreta,ry of the local Recruit-
ment Committee of Kishorgunj and Mr. K. C. Nag
who has devoted much time to touring the district
of Mymensingh and holding recruiting meetings.

In Daceca itself much hard work has been done.
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My thanks are due to Babu Gour Netai Sankha-
nidh1 who has both subscribed to recruiting funds
and provided accommodation for the recruits, to
Khan Bahadur Muhammad Azam, President of the
Dacca Recruiting Committee. My thanks are also
due and last but not least to Babu Srish Chandra
Chatterjee, the indefatigable, Secretary ot the Dacca
Recruiting Committee.

These are no idle workers when I say that I am
indeed grateful to all these gentlemen for what they
have done.

But 1t 1s for the youngmen of Dacea themselves
to see that the time and .labour which they have
given have not been given in vain.

To them I say ‘hesitate no more but follow

quickly in the foot steps of those who have already
shown the way’.

“The Bengalee”
Sunday, March, 10, 1918.
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49th Bengalees
Mesopotamian Kxpeditionary Force
Dusra 30th [any. 1920.

From
Laent. Col. V. V. V. Sandiford

Commanding 49th Bengaleces

To
The Honorary Secretary

The Bengalee Regiment Committee
18/1 Beadon Street, Calcutta.

Dear Dr. Mullick,

Reference to your letter dated January 6th 1920,
regarding the Company of this unit that proceeded
to Kurdistan last hot weather. I send herewith
the following particulars.

The company that went from the unit was not
any particular Company, such as A.S. C. ete., but
a company selected ‘from men in the unmit, who
volunterred 210 Indians of other Ranks besides the
3 British and o Indian officers went with the
cmpany from Tanuome ( Busrah ) where the unit
was stationed at the time.
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The men volunteering were very anxious to go
to Kurdistan and enthusiastic and cherry on the
way up to the South Kurdistan Force, and through-
out the operations they were engaged on. This
journey by boat, rail and wmarching entaitled con-
siderable power of endurance from the men, under-
taken as it was in the middle of the hot weather.
The marches were long, continnous and water was
not plentifal but had to be caretully husbanded.
The distance coverrd m marchimg was just under
150 miles, wiieh was covered 1 12 days including
a 2 days’ hatt atter the first 90 mnles.

Althougli the long marches hold on a number
of men who had to fall out, the men were cheerful
throughout and stuck to 3t extraordinary well.
[Lach day on arrival at the camping site tonts had
to be pitched and again struck betore moving on
to the next camp which entaitled more fatigue. On
arrival at the rendezvous of operations 1n Kurdistan,
the company proceeded at once as a punitive
column. At the conclusion of the operations of
this column which necessited marching nearly every
day, also the sarrounding and searching of wvillages,
the ~ompany was sent to-a post, two marches
distant on the lines of communication as portion
of the Garrison. After a short period the company
was again ordered on another punitive one.

Whilst on the lines of communication they were
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employed continuously on picquetting work guarding
communications. At the conclusion of the operations
of the 2nd column, the company was sent to the
town where Force Headguarters were as a portion
of the then Garrison and after a short stay at
this latter place rejoined the Regiment at the Basc.

The men were cheerful and keen througheut,
and I thiuk, carried out their duties very catis-
factorily under very difficult conditions at times.

The company saw mno actual fighting before the
arrival of the company in Kurdistan.

The operations they were on, however carried

out under action conditions for any opposition that
the Kurds might make.

Yours sincerley
“The Dengalee” Sd/ V. Sandiford
Sat. July, 10, 19:20. I.icut Colonel.
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Mr. Banerjee’s Telegram
to
Commander-in-Chief
(. 'S RPEPLY

In reply to the telegram sent by the Hon'ble
Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjee on the subject of the
disbandment of the Bengalee Regnnent, the Comm-

ander-in-chief has telegraphed 1o Mr. Banerjee to
«ay that His FKxcellency fully realised that the
disbandment. of  the 49th  Bengalee would cause

disapolntment. to those who had worked so hard

to ralse and maintain the Battalion but he could

not see how a purely military question of this kind
conld affect tie (uestion of Co-operation between
(tovernment and the people on the large question
affecting responsible Government. (overnment was
compelled by financial necessities to dishanud the
supplementary battalion raised during the war and 1n
applying, this principle to the Bengalee Battalion
they were dealing with the latter 1in exactly the same
way as other units raised at the same time and under
similar conditions.

The Commander-in-chief further adds that the
questions of the formation of a territorial force
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in India is under considerations and if this proposal

materialises such a force would provide a suitable
outlet for Bengali Military activities.

“The Dengalee”
24th June, 1920,

#fqANT A IMY WA (R0 TF WAL (9T I8
EIF (2 (AT ST | @GN (AT g A3
EI ST (S IAE G (RS (Tist @',
fag TR sIne o w3l wedie g5 R Tl
oIt3fF 1 FEIR RS 937 FWEAL I @R TEL @
G TF FYS BE TN (I Y @2 | 3 JTARS
FY TR AFS S| SAFE | Hfasisea  (EAN3
G FEFSIA (AT FaWE 39 ¥ WHE HL ATIIG
ARY MARA| 2 S A1 99 (P37 RIS
g9 Qe 2y @fws wras @bl o4 8fp® e Feal
S GRUROESE FIEICE (ERicE R

whaza @ Qfemeys s f&@bs  SedmEs

SN (AT W ANY AT fam weH Ffayl 9

frcaferem, @a Fetal arFe 3 qWATE efenls
frrafes |

Sify @3 AN @i INife: SfEAEee oM
Fralgatn—3tetdts ‘@oanaz e It 23 & &




cafas et 185

fofa (7 @it Garg aalerae, - o653 a9l 273 3 i3y
513 | {3 ItelAl ©4 5iF [—0 ST w39 Ifeia) @@i-
@3 SHIAITS] SraAF AT 7131 | 33T ©igely ( e )
SfEaty @ faam @©dy Fie w9re FRfpEa—
fag i3l IcEiferEn—g%3 347 (AN folcary ©4 <bray
QI3 wIFIT @3 | el AfFEE s gEre 27
TAtAd vEtaE) e wHew  qlg anafss @ sl
@ (& WfFred 10 TeAR) @) A@EA | WA Gsfars
iRe SrAEs Z@F foifeiq Fay afae (A @7, (7,
AT ) @ e (WA e TedAE T Al e
Al (RT3 AT 7 o Aell wifers @-
&ifte °ca gafeias, ofq fans 7@ ey Q@@ 63
%% 4B |

The following letter addressed to Mrs. Sarala
Devi Choudhuranit by Mr. K. C. De C. I. K. Commi-
sstoner Chittageng  Dhivision will be read with great.
1nterest.

Commassioners’ Oflice
Chittagong
The 20th August, 1919

Dear Sarala Devi,

You have asked me to say what vou did to

P
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help recrmiting in my Division, your services to
the cause 1 Bengal have already been commended
by Sir Charles Monro in lus Despateh, T add to
that by saymg that you re-kindled the enthusium
when our endeavours had fatled and popular {eeling
had subsided, vour speeches drew the attention
of the Mohammadans who were so long keeping
away amd vour carnestness fervour brought fresh
Life to the movement and  greatly  mereased  the
rates of reerutting in Chittagone Division, Siakund
and Agartola.

We had been supplyiong a large numaber of non-
combatants but on combatant  reermils were very
feww  and  alter you came that  we succeeded 1
inducing the lower classes, particularlv the  Maha-
madans to join the combatants ranks.  This was
to & great extent «due to your cficets and we are
all deeply grateful to you.

Permit me 1o express our heartfelt sympathy
in your present troubles and to express onr hope

that your huasbaud will soon be restored to vou.

I remain,
“The Bengalee” Yours Sincerely,
Sundav, September 7, 1919, Sd/ K. C. De.
o} 38 WF (e ST FIFSiEIeE wRE e
AfFS (AL (S AA |
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( 3§51t The Ilon’ble Lt. Nawab Khwaja Habibullah

Minister ifc Industries and Local

Self-Government )
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Name—Arun Kumar Mitter.
Bengali Battalion.

The Viceroy and Governor General of India
I Council reposing Spscial Trust 1n your Liovalty,
Courage and Good Conduct, in the uname of His
Most Exalted and Illustrious Majesty King George V.,
Emperor of India, does hereby nominate and
appoint you to be an Officer 1n Is Majesty’s
Indian Army from the thirtieth day of June—one
thousand nine hundred and seventeen. You
are therefore carefully and diligently to discharge
your duty, as such in the rank of Jamadar or in
such higher rank as you may from time to time
be promoted or appointed to, of which a notification
will be made in the (zazette of India and you are

at all times to exercise and well discipline in arms
the 1nferior Native Officers, Native Warrant Officers
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and men serving uunder you and use your best
endeavours to keep them in good order and discipline.

And all such inferior Native Officers, Native
Warrant Officers and men are lhereby commanded
to obey you as their Superior Officer.

You are to render every assistance In your power
to vour Commanding ov any Superior Officer
the maintenance of good order and discipline.

You are to obey 1mplicitly at all times the Orders
of the Government of llis THustrious and Exalted
Majesty, of This Excelleney the Commander-in-chief,
of your 1mmediate Commanding Officer or any
other of your Superior Officer and by the strict
discharge of your duties, and by your own
conduct to show wvourself worthy of the honour
and high distinetion now conferred upon you, and
the trust reposed in vou by his Most Ixalted and
Illustrious Majesty.

Given under the hand and seal of the Government
of India this tenth day of September in the year
of Our lLiord, One thousand nine hundred and
seventeen. |

Registered by order in the Secretary’s Office,
Army Departinent.
Sd/-A. I. Bingley
No. 3064 Major General.
Secretary to the Govt. of India,
Army Department.
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Hindusthan Standard.
Sunday, February 18, 1940.

SAINIK BANGAI.I (49th Bengali Regiment
1916-20 )==By Subedar M. B. Singh.

The author of this book joimed the first batch
of the Bengali Regiment as a private, served through
the Mesopotamian campaign and the Kurdistan
expedition during the last Great Warand immediately
after it, and rose to the rank of a Subedar, the
second highest rank then obtainable by an Indian
soldier. He has in a pleasant style described his
experience as a soldier and his narrative will clearly
show that the Bengali is not lacking in military
qualities.

The question of giving military training to Bengali
youngmen has again cropped up at this moment :
so we consider it as a timely publication and

hope the book will be widely read, specially by

youngmen.
S. K. G.
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The Modern Review For December, 1939.

SAINIK BANGAII (49th Bengali Regimeont )
1916-1920. By Sabedar M. B. Sinha.

“This book describes the recruiting, training,
achicvements and experiences of the 49th Bengali
Regiment during the last great war, after which
it was disbanded. 'The author, who was one of
those privates in the Regiment who rose to be
commissioned oflicers, puts in a cogent plea in this
attractively written book for recruiting Bengalis
again and giving them a place in the standing
army. |

The book should be read not only by Bengalis
but also by all those other Indians who are at
present practically excluded {rom the army, though
they all pay taxes for 1ts maintenance and though
their fellow-provincials of former genorations fought
as privates and officers in the Indian army.”

It was a treat to go through the book “Saimk
Bangali” (49th Bengalee Regiment) ‘by Subedar
M. B. Singh. Both by its exyuisite diction and its
marshalling of facts, the book kept me spell-bound,
till I could come to its close, although, I must say,
I was at times disappointed with the author’s attempt
at abridgement. The book should be kept in every
Bengalee home. :



The publication of the book just at the present
moment, when the European nations have thrown
themselves heart and soul into this bloody warfare,
has been most opportune, specially because the
book has made out a strong case, not only for the
re-organisation of a new DBengalee Regiment at
this time of the war, but also for the enlistment and
inclusion of Bengalees into the standing army
for India. The activities of the Bengalee Regiment
in different arenas of war have further shewan that
the Bengalees arc, apart from their intellectual
acumen, endowed with a sturdy constitution, which
can cope with and suffer all manner of hardship
and privations, which the lifs of a soldier has got
to face with in his inordinate routine duties day
in and day out. It cannot be ignored that every
country in the world has got a standing army ;
and this must continue to be so, so long as the
nations do not make up their mind to give up their
present spirit of coercion among themselves 1n
in their every day sphere of life and their mundane
activities connected therewith. There can there-
fore be no earthly reason, why of all nations,
Indian standing army should eliminate  the
Bengalees, more so, because they were able to
establish once for all that their education and
culture counted much more than mere brute force
in the efficient performance of their arduous duties,
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assigned to them. It is however an admitted fact
that 1t is the half-educated, if ‘not-illiterate masses
in the lowest stratum of society who make up most
of the recruits in the army in every country ; and
India has so far been no exception to this long
standing practice, except in the case of Bengalees.
It can be assumed that only educated men are likely
to be warlike at ordinary times, since they are
alone vividly aware of the part, which their own
nation might play in the affairs of the world ; but
as a groat thinker has put it “it 1s only their know-
ledge, ot their nature, that d:stinguishes them from
their more i1gnorant compatriots.” But knowing
fully well that this distinguishing feature of life
vanishes, no sooner war-fever seizes hold of people,
there seems to be no rcason why in the case of
Bengal alone, uneducated masses should not cons-
tituto the major portion oi the militia for the
country. ‘“‘Devotion to the nation itself is perhaps
the deepest and most wide-spread religion of the
present age.”” To convert that devotion into genuine
patriotism, a nation must, apart from and above
all other activities, know how to cultivate and
rouse a warlike motivity among the people at large.

The author has placed the general public under
a debt of gratitude by his- timely and -:pertinent
reference to the facts, stated above 1in the book ;
and he will be more than repaid for his labours
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if his countrymen will take the inspiration from
his jotting and start a’ country-wide agitation for
the satisfaction of their warlike cravings.

Yagananda Das.
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