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THE MATRIMONIAL PENAL CODE.
CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTION.

Whereas it is expedient to provide a special Penal Code for the
coercion of refractory hushands and others who dispute the supreme
authority of Woman, it is hereby enacted as follows :

I, This Act shall be entitled the “‘Matrimonial Penal Code” and
shall take effect on all natives of India in the married state,

CHAPTER 11,
DEFINITIONS.

2. A husband is a piece of moving and moveable property at the
absolute disposel of & woman.

TLLUSTRATIONS.
(&) A trunk or a workbox is not a husband, a&s it iz not a
moving, though a moveable piece of property.

(b) Cattle are not husbands, for though capable of locomotion,
they ocannot be at the absolute disposal of any woman, as they often
display a will of their own.

(¢) Men in the married state, having no will of their own, are
husbands.

3. A wife is & woman having the right of property in a husband.
EXPLANATIONS.

The right of property includes the right of flagellation.

4. “The married state” is a state of penance into whioh men
voluntarily enter for eins committed in a previous life.
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CHAFPTER III.

Or PUNRISHMENTS.

5. The punishments to which offenders are liable under the
provisions of this Code are ;

FIRsT, IMPRISONMENT.

Which may be either within the four walle of a bed-room, or
within the four walls of a house.

Imprisonment is of two descriptions, namely,

(1) Rigorous, that is, accompanied by hard words.

(2) Simple.

SEcoNDLY, Transportation, that is to another bed-room.

TAIRDLY, Matrimonial servitude.

FourrHLY, Forfeiture of Pocket=-monaey.

6. “Capital punishment” under this Code, meauns that the wife
shall run away to her paternal roof, or to some other friendly house,
with the intention of not returning in a hurry,

7. The f{following punishments sare also provided for minor
offences.

F1rar, Contemptuous silence on the part of the wife.

SECONDLY, Frowns.

THIRDLY, Tesrs and lamentation.

FourrBLY, Scolding and abuse.

CHAPTER IV,
G ENERAI, EXCEPTIONS.

8. Nothing is an offence which is done by a wife.

9. Nothing is an offence which is done by & husband in obedience
to the commands of a wife.

10. No person in the married state shall be entitled to plead any
other ciroumstances as grounds of exemption from the provisions of
the Matrimonial Penal Code.
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CHAPTER V.
OF ABETMENT.

11. A person abets the doing of a matrimonial offence who
Firsr, Instigates, persuades, induces, or encourages & husband to
commit that offence.

BECONDLY, Joinge him in the commission of that offence, or
keeps him company during it® commiesion.

EXPLANATION.

A man not in the married state or even a woman, may be an
abettor.

111 USTBRATIONS.

() A the husband of B, and C, an unmarried man, drink
fogether. Drinking is & matrimonial offence. C baa abetted A.

(b) A the mother of B, the husband of C, persuades B to spend
money in other ways than those which C approves.

As spending money in such ways is a matrimonial offence, A has
nbetted B,

12.. When e man in the married state abets another man in the
married state in & matrimonial offence. the abettor is liable to the same
punishment as the principal. Provided that he can be so punished
only by a competent court.

EXPLANATION.

A competent court means the wife baving right of property in
the offending husband.
13. Abettors who are females or male offenders not in the married

state are liable to be punished only with scolding, abuse, frowns, tears
snd lamentations.
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CHAPTER VI.
OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE.

14. “The State” shall in this Code mean the married state only.

156. Whoever wages war against his wife or attempts to wage
such war or abets the waging of suck war shall be punished ecapitally,
that is by separation, or by transportation to another bed-room and
shall forfeit all his pocket-money.

16. Whoever induces friends or gains over children to side with
him or otherwise prepares to wage war with the intention of waging
war against the wife shall be punished by transportation to another
bed-room and shall also be liable to be punished with seolding and with
tears and lamentations,

17. Whoever shall render allegiance fto any woman other than
his wife shail be guilty of incontinence.

EXPLANATION.

(1) To show the slightest kindness to a young woman who is
not the wife, is to render such young woman allegiance.

1L USTRATION.

A is the husband of B, and C is & young woman. A likes C’s
baby because he is a nice child and gives him buns to eat. A has
rendered allegiance to C.

EXPLANATION.

(2) Wives shall be entitled to imagine offences under this section,
and no husband shall be entitled to be acquitted on the ground that he
has not committed the offence.

The simple acousation shall always be held to be conclusive
proof of the offence.

EXPXANATION,

(8) The right of imagining offences under this section shall be
held to belong in general to old wives, and to women with old and ugly
busbands ; and a young wife shall not be entitled to assume the right
unless she oan prove that she has a. particularly cross temper, or was
brought up & spoilt child or is herself supremely ugly.
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18, 'Whoever is guilty of incontinence shall be liable to all the

punishments mentioned in this Code and to other punishments not
mentioned in the Code.

CHAPTER VII.

Or OFFENCES RELATING TO THE ARMY AND Navy.
19. The army and navy shall in this Code mean the sons and
the daughters and daughters-in-law.
20. Whoever abets the committing of mutiny by a son or a

daughter or a daughter-in-law shall be liable to be punished by scolding
and tears and lamentations.

CHAPTER VIII.
Or OFFENCES AGAINST THE IDOMESTIC TRANQUILLITY.

21. An assembly of two or more husbands is designated an
unlawful assembly if the commion object of such husbands is,

First, To drink as defined below or to gamble or to commit any
other matrimonial offence,

SeconvLY, To overawe by show of authority their wives from
the exercise of the lawful authority of such wives,

TrIRDLY, To resist the execution of a wife's order.

22. Whoever is & member of an unlawful assembly shall be
purished by imnprisonment with hard words and shall also be liable to
contemptuoue silence or to acolding.

OF DRINKING WINE AND SPIRITS.
28, Any liquid kept in a bottle and taken in & giass vessel is
wine and spirits.
24, Whoever has in his possession wine and spirits as above
defined is said to drink.
EXPLANATION.

He is said to drink even though he never touch the liquid
himself,

25, Whoever is guilty of drinking shall be punished with
imprisonment of either deseription within the four walls of 8 bed-room
during the evening hours and shall also be liable to scolding.
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Be comgany

Or RIOTING.

26. Whoever shall speak in an ungentle voice to his wife shall
be guilty of domeatio rioting.

27. Whoever is guilty of domestic rioting shall be punished by
contemptuous silence or by scolding or by tears and lamentations.
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THE W1spoM OF A NATIVE MAGISTRATE.-—A story of lamentable
failure of justice and race antipathy lins reached us from the Mofussil.
Jobn Dickson, an HEnglish gentleman of good birth though at present
rather in straightened circumstances had fallen under the displeasure
of a clique of designing natives headed by one Rungini Jeliani, a person,
as we are assured on good authority, of great wealth, and considerable
influence in native society. He was bauled up before a native
Magistrate on a charge of some petty larceny whieh, if the trial had
taken place before a European magistrate, would have been at onoce
thrown out as preposterous, when preferred against a European of Mr.
Dickson'’s position and character. But Baboo Jaladhar Gangooly, the
ebony-coloured Daniel before whose awful tribunal, Mr, Dickson had the
misfortune to be dragged, was incapable of understanding that
petty larcenies, however congenial to sharp intellects of his own
country, have never been known to be perpetrated by men born and
bred on English soil, and the poor man was convicted on evidence the
trampery character of whieh, was probably as well kuown to the
magistrate as to the prosecutors themselves. The poor man pleaded
his birth, and his rights as a European Dritish subject, to be tried by a
magistrate of his own race, but the plea was neyatived for reasons we
neither know nor are able to conjecture. Possibly the Babu was under
the impression that L.ord Ripon’s eruel and nefarious Government had
already passed into Law the Bill which is to anthorize every man with
a dark skin lawfally to murder and hang every man with a white one,
Msay that day be distant yet ! Mesnwhile we leave our readers to
conjecture from a study of the nawes Jaladkhar and Jaliani whether
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the tie of kindred which obviously exists between prosecutor and
magistrate has had noinfluence in producing this extraordinary decision.”

02 Mo fgr 2T %7 7 oAfom warn wifeds Airee waweige
sivrtfe S7518a enr efem wifarem | of73 qrga e e T Hfres
$ifice zgran ziee fon Boifgs 230 fofq camiw a1 sfacs sfars, Alrs?
2% 227 MR, “What do you wmean, Babu, by convieting & European
British subjeet ¢’

foofs | What European British subject, Sir ?

AfaL®5 1 Read here, I supposs you can do that. 1 am going to
report you to the Government for this piece of folly.

«% eyl AT FiveYAl 32 2TNe sfam frem, 2y Foiw w3n
sferma 1 #AtzT IPewem, “Do you now understand ?”

Deputy. Yes, Sir, but this 1nan was not a European British subjeot.

Magtsirate. How do you know that ¢

Deputy. He was very dark.

Magtstrate. Do you find it laid down in the Law that a fair skin
is the only evidence by which a mean shall be adjudged to be a European
subject ?

Deputy. No, Sir,

Magisirate. Well, what other evidence did you take ?

o= feufbarf wwwien feuf—atfuea cy, w8 Sivts fas fafess,
fes % fafora® faeg | wewa Y697 (v 51737 T2 F631,—in slEem,
o$ gifonl frestn | afgaw, “I do not presume to discuss the matter with
you, Sir, I see I was wrong, and I am very sorry for it.”

a¥a THfEIEs At Aoty @ wEw, fewrs fewrn we) aww i 2
ot ofai? fsf§ fewpn $fEA, “Very sorry for what

Deputy. TFor convicting a European British subject.

Magisirats, Why so ? _

Deputy. Because it is very wrong for a native to comvict a
European British subject.
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Magistrate. Why very wrong ? )
foyft Azt w3 TP fefre @iz vz 2ih cafors oz 1 =% 7
®ey 98, “Very wrong, because a European British subject cannot

commit & ¢rime and a native cannot judge honestly.”

Magisirate. Do you admit that ?

Deputy. 1 do not see why I should not. I try to do my duty to
the best of my ability, but I speak of my countrymen generally.

Magistrate. You don’t think your countrymen ought fo try
Ruropeans ¢

Deputy. Most certainly they should not. The glorious British
Empire will come to an end if they do,

Magistrate. Well, Babu, I am glad to sce you are so sensible. I
wish all our counfrymon were equally so; at least that all native
magistrates were like you.

Deputy. Oh 8ir! how can you expect it, when there are men at
the top of our serviee who think differently.

Magistrate. Arc you not yoursolf near the top ? You must have
served loung,

Deputy. Unfortunately my claims to promotion have always been
overlooked. I thought of speaking to you, Sir, on the subject.

Magisirate. You certainly deserve promotion. 1 will write to
tho Conmissioner and see what can be done for you.

foyfs ©4a g2 zire st fawl B9 cwemst 1 @R AWy WEB AT,
3T Alttan e wifinl Bqfge ¥3max) oo Afzz 28 o @S
A | w9, 93 ANzwS fawmEl FAA3, “What could you have been
saying to this fellow ?”

Magistrate. Oht! He is very amusing.

Joini. How so ?

Magisirate. He is both fool and knave. He thinks of pleasing
me by traducing his own counirymen.

Joint, And did you tell him your mind ?

Magisirate. O no! I promised him promotion, which I will try

to get for him. He has at loast the merit of not being conceited, A
»
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conceited mative is perfectly useless as a subordinate, and I prefer
encouraging men o make & moderate estinate of their own merits.
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237 wfsfunesia weerarst W et (g3 Ffem | Lerama o8 jlowsts-
“fage crtza 35 Nazean FYHiAT 22T StFiF A FfeE | AfM—“Good
morning Mr. Hanuman ! bow do you do ? 8o glad to see you! Ah'!
I see you are at break-fast already.”

i ofgemn, “fefae ¢ for i o

W31 What’s that? 1 suppose that is the Kish-kinda
patois ? It is a glorious country—ia it not ? “There is & land of every
lIand the pride.”—and 8o on, as you know.

T IR FREALwe 'Wireti g

Myt (@aiferd) It sooms most barbarous gibberish~—that
precious lingo of his ; but I suppose I wust put up with it. ( &Y )
My dear Mr. Monkey, I am ashamed fio confess that T am not quite
familiar with yonr beautiful vernacular. I dare say it is a very polished
language. I presmue you can talk a little English.

wdd (7% AR oA Al AzeEed gfie W 358 AR
fatzd 24T izl 213fe aztirag semeed wifde Ffaa 1w Fot Ifam
wYI3re Afram | ®un Y T5ren §1 Ffan cwfogem, raa pab Afow oo
Afer=, “1 say—this seems somewhat—"

ECEd WA 9F (A6 |

“Somewhat unmannerly—to say the least—"

) ECE e

“Dear Mr. Hanuman—you will hurt me.”

= @F (6 |

“Kind—good Mr. Hanuman.”
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0¥ IFfan cawet fax eFPuy wifmiles, sizwe aof aan IR
cSiea wfeny wivys IFE *Y 2Ia—fefa w4q dis 3@ Ve sfaeew,
“With the greatest pleasure.”
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