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Those thoughts on Nature and on human life which
Matthew Arnold so carnestly desiderated are indeed to be
required of thce poet who is to receive his guerdon, not
merely of poetic ‘purity’ but of poetic greatness also.”
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“But should we expect a solution? Shakcspearo is
not attempting to justify tho ways of God to man—to

show the universe as a Divine Comedy. Tragedy would
not bs tragedy if it were not s painful mystery.”
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“We romair confronted with the inexpliceble fact or
the appearance of a world, travailing for perfection, but

bringing to birth an evil, which it is able to overcome only
by self-torture and self-waste. This fact or experience

i3 Tragedy.”

1S, AR W AT @ GFH IR TS TR
22 O e 1% @--43 TR TR @3B Aol wieued
YR R U Ffacery, oot wwE 3T i¥rers ;
CIR %4 faaacdr o e aigfiee ¢ et 3f{cs
T N AT agtee qoiefa e Fricafes otk
@254 et Sobite zRaltga—

“Tho whole order against which the individual part
i3 powerless, seems to be animated by a passion for perfec-
tion ; there is no other explanation of its behaviour towards
evil.”
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“The purest reality, the purest beauty, the purest love,
cannot by its own naturo, manifest itself on earth without

disaster, but in disaster it can.”

(I. Middleton Murry)
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“Othors abide our question—Thou art frce !

We ask and ask—Thou smilest and art still,
Out-topping knowledge.”
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‘““‘And now, how stands the accoant of man with this
bard and berefactor, when in solitude, shutting our ears
to the reverberations of his fame, we seck to strike the

balance ? ”’ (Representative Men)
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‘“‘Shakespeare, Homer, Dante, Chaucer saw the splendour
of meaning that plays over the visible world. . ..

Shakespeare rested in their beauty and ncver took
the step which seemed inevitable to such genius, namely,
to explore the virtuec which resides in these symbols.”
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‘“As long as the question is of talent, and mental power,
the world of men has not his equal to show. But when
the question is to life, and its materials and its auxiliaries,
how does ho profit me? What does it signify ¢ ”’
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“Our deeds are like children that are born to us; they
five and act apart from our own wiil ; nay, children may
be strangled, but deeds never.” (George Eliot : Romola)
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“The supreme artist is not he who reproduces
the commonplace and the trivial, but he who gives bodily
forms to the noblest capacities of man, to ‘the thought
which wanders through eternity’, to the will which breaks
the way through every obstacle to the love that triumphs
over death.”

(C. E. Vaughan : Types of Tragic Drama, pp. 9-10)
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