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‘What should we call the blindness of a poet y The
incapacity of seeing particular passions in the light of
human passion, aspirations in the fundamental and total
aspiration, partial and discordant ideals in the ideal
which shall compose them in harmony: what at one
fime was called incapacity of ‘idealizing’. For poetic
idealization is not a frivolous embellishment, but a
profound penetration, in virtue of which we pass from
troublous emotion to the serenity of contemplation.
He who fails to accomplish this passage, but remains
immersed In passionate agitation, never succeeds in

bestowing pure poetic joy either upon others or upon
himself, whatever may be his efforts.>
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