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The Imperial Musicians.

“I cannot sufficiently describe the wonderful power
of this talisman of knowledge (Music). It sometimes
causes the beautiful creatures of the harem of the heart
to shine forth on the tongue and sometimes appears In
solemn strains by means of the hand and the chord.

'The melodies then enter through the window of the ear
and return to their former seat, the heart, bringing
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with them thousands of presents. The hearers,
according to their insight, are moved to sorrow or to

joy. Music is thus of use to those who has renounced
the world and to such as still cling to it.”

“His Majesty (Akbar) pays much attention to music
and is the patron of all who practise this enchanting art.
There are numerous musicians at Court. Hindus,
Iranis, Turanis, Kashmiries, both men and women.”

“The Court musicians are arranged in seven
divisions. One for each day in the weak. When His
Majesty gives the order, they let the wine of harmony
flow, and thus increase intoxication in some and sobriety
in others. A detailed description of this class of people

would be too difficult, but I shall mention the principal
musicians.”

1. Miyan Tansen* of Gwalior. A singer like him
had not been in India for the last thousand years. Raja
Ramchand Baghelah was the patron of this renowned
musician and Singer Tansen. His fame had reached
Akbar and in the 7th. year emperor sent Jalaluddin
Quirchi to Bhatah induce Tansen to come to Agrah.
Ramchand feeling powerless to refuse Akbar's request,
sent his favourite with musical instruments and many
presents to Agrah and the first time that Tansen
performed at the Court, the emperor made him a

*Ram Chand is said to have once given Tunsen one crore of
Tankahs as a present. Ibrahim Sur, in vain, persuaded Tansen to
come to Agra. Abul Fazal mentions below his son Tantarang Xhan
and the Padishanama mentions another son of the name of Bilas.
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present of two lakhs of rupees. Tansen remained with
Akbar. Most of his compositions arc written in Akbar’s
name and his melodies are even now-a-days, every-
where repeated by the people of Hindusthan™.

2. Baba Ramdas * of Gwalior, a singer.”

3. Subhan Khan of Gwalior, a singer.

4. Srigyan Khan ,, " "

5. Miyan Chand |, o "

6. Bichitra Khan, brother of Subhan Khan, a singer.

7. Mahammad Khan Dharn, sings.

8. Birmandal Khan of Gwalior, plays on the
Sormandal.

9. Baz Bahadur, Ruler of Malwah, a singer without
rival.

10. Shihab Khan of Gwalior, performs on the Bin.

11. Daud Dharit sings.

12. Sarod Khan of Gwalior, sings.

13. Miyan Lal} of Gwalior, sings.

14. Tantarang Khan, son of Mlyan Tansen, smgs

s S Sl

* Badaum SAYyS I{amdas came from Lucknow He appears to
have been with Bairam K han during the rebellion and Bairam once
received from him one lakh of Tankahs, empty as Bairam's treasure
chest was, He was first at the Court of Islam Shah and he is
looked upon as second only to Tansen., His son Surdas is mentioned

below.

T Dhari means a singer—a musician,

+ Jahangir says in Tuzuk that Lal Kalawant (or Kalawant a
singer ) died in the 3rd. year of his reign, “Sixty or rather seventy

years old

He had been from youth in my father’s service. One

of his conoubines on his death, poironed herself with opium. I have
rarely seen such an at tachment among Mahammedan women,”
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15. Mulla Ishaque Dhari, sings.

16. Usta Dost of Mashad, plays on the flute (Nai).

17. Nanak Jarju of Gwalior, a singer.

18. Purbin Khan—his son, plays on Bin.

19. Surdas, son of Baba Ram Das, a singer.

20. Chand Khan of Gwalior, sings.

21. Rang Sen of Agrah, sings.

22. Shaikh Dewan Dhari, performs on the Karana.

23. Rahamutulla, brother of Mullah Ishaque a
singer.

24. Mir Sayyid Ali of Mashad, plays on the
Ghichak.

25. Usta Yusaf of Harat, plays on Tambura.
26. Quasim Surnamed Koh-bar.* He has invented

an instrument intermediate between the Qubaz and

Rubub.

27. Tash Beg of Quipchag, plays on Qubaz.

28. Sultan Hafiz Hussain of Mashad, chants.

29. Bahram Quli of Harat, plays on the Ghichak.
30. Sultan Hashim of Mashad, plays on the

Tambura.
31l. Usta Sha Mahammad plays on the Surna.

32. Usta Mahammad Amin, plays on the
Tamburah.

33. Hafiiz Khwajaali of Mashad, chants.

* Koh-bar, as we know from Padishanama, is the name of a
Chagtaitribe. 1he “Nafaisul Masir” mention a poet of the name
of Mahammad Quasim Koh-bar whose Nom-de-plume was Cabri.
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34. Mir Abdullah, brother of Mir Abdul Hai, plays

on the Quanun.”
35. Pirzadah,* Nephew of Mir Dawam of Khurasan,

sing; and chants.
36. Usta Mahammad Hossain, T plays on the

Tamburabh ™
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* Pirzadah, according to Badaoni, was from Sabzwar., He
wrote poems under the “Takhalluc” of Liwai. He was killed in
905 at Lahor by a wall falling on him.

+ The Masiri Rahimi mentions the following musicans in the
sorvice of the Khankhanan :

(1) Agah Muhammad Nai, son of Hazi Ismail of Tabriz. (2)
Maulana Aqwati of Tabriz. (3) Ustad Mirza Ali Fatagi. (4)
Maulana Sharaf of Nishapur, a brother of the poet Naziri.
(5) Muhammad Mumin Ali as Hafizak, a Tamburah player.
(6) Hafiz Nazar from Transoxiana, a good singer.
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“The great Tan Sen played this instrument. Itis a
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“The descendents of Tansen divided themselves into
two groups : The Rababiyas and the Binkars. The
former used the new instrument Rabab, invented by
Tansen, while the latter used the Vina or Bin. Two
descendents of these were living at Rampur, a state
which has been famous for many centuries for its
excellent musicians. The representative of the Binkars
was Mahamad Wazir Khan whose paternal ancestor
was Niamat Khan, Shah Sadarang at the court of the
Emperor Mahammad Shah & Mahammad Ali Khan was
the representative of the Rababiyas...... Tansen was a
great Dhrupad singer and Rampur is the home, to-day,
of some of his celebrated descendents who are experts
at this style of singing.”
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“Amir Khasru was a famous singer at the cowxt
of Sultan Allauddin ( A. D. 1295-1316 ). He was not
only a poet and musician but also a soldier and states-
man and was a minister of two of the Sultans. The
‘Kawali’ mode of singing—a judicious mixture of
Persian and Indian models was introduced by him.

...1he Sitar, a modification of the Vina was first intro-
duced by him.”
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