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Crimes of Calcutta: A study
N. L. Bhattacharyya,

Advocate, High Court, Calcutta.

Price Re. 1, Per V. P. P. Re. 1-3.

Contents : —Introduction—Characteristics of Cal-
cutta Criminals—The Cheats—The Smugglers—
Social Evils—Goondaism—Landlord and Tenant.

SOME OF THE CALCUTTA PRESS OPINIONS.

This book, contains within a shorl compass, 2 very
interesting account of some of the 1mportant erimes
which are rampant in the city, . . . The book has
removed a long-left requrement and 1t will he helpful,
not only to thosc who hail from the moftussil and whose
simplicity 1s taken much advantage of by the criminals,
but to people who take any intercst towards amehora-
tion of the social conditions of the residents of Calcutta.

'The language 1s very lusid and nnpressive, and
all technicalities have been studiously avoided, and so
the bOOk, it is ]mped, wil] be :mceptable to .'l.]l killds Of
readers,— 7he Amrita Bazar Phtrika.

The book which is mneant for gencral readers contains
much food for all social workers as well. The evils of
the “busti” life, as well as of the social systems of
Caloutta are described and remedies are suggested for
combating the same. . . . The book is interesting
reading.— The Forward.
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The cconomie and social _causes, which are some of
the factors in the growth of erime, have been thoroughly
discussed. . . . The language is elegant, dignified
and intelligible to all classes of readers. The book 1is so
hively and interesting to read that one can not but finish
1t at one sitting. The book will prove -instructive not
only to lawyers, criminologists and social-reformers, but
also to the gullible and unwary people who constantly
hail from moffussil for purposes of trade and education.
~The Servant.

The work displays erudition and acumen and arrests
the attention of the readers. The author has shown
considerable insight into huwan psychology where he
portrays the gradual transformation of ap artless and
1nocent creature into a thorough-bred heartless villain,
The book has a value of its own to every kind  of reader
and we recommend the book ecspecially to those who are
interested in social work and to all citizens of Calcutta.
The language is extremely casy, devoid of all legal
technicalities and intelligible to all classes of pebple.
—The Bengaler,
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'Mr. DBhattacharyya’s drama “DRONACHARYYA” is a
drama of a very high order and is capable of catering to
the requiremoents of the refined taste and culture of
modern times. It appeals both to the head snd heart
and affords ample opportunities for artists to demon-
strate effectively the inner workings of human nature.
Across the mist of ages, the work conjures up visions of
Ancient India and holds into lime-light a noble person-
ality, who, with all his 2bility and valour, ou account of
his mdigent circumstances, remained unappreciated even
after his demise. The book is fraught with variety and
beauty in all their magnificence and gives vent to sweet
and sublime sentiments in a charming manner. The
book has, moreover, its value as a picce of liternture. It
abounds with similes and metaphors which would have
done credit to the greatest poets of the age and therc
sre plenty of passages of such philosophic value as will,
for sometime, supply material for the coming generations
to think over. The style and diction is also elegent and
graceful. We feel quite free to recomnmend it to the
pubhic.— The Awmrita Bazay Patrika.

This book, under review, 13 a mythological drama in
five acts by an eminent lawyer. It 18, 1ndeed, an intel-
lectual treat to follow the author’s psycho-analysie by
dint of which the characters have been imbued with real
life and glowing personality. The theme which is well-
known to the Hindu public, comprises gigantic move-
ments amidst splendings settings in which the characters
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figure as lofty individuals bent upon realising their noble
aspirations. The hero, who is an embodiment of the
confiict between principle and practice and is all along
filled with suspensc and hesitation becomes at last a
victim of circumstances and a prey to iniquitious tacties
of warfare 1n spite of his enormous powers and military
skill.  The language is quite dignified and suit the Jdig-
nity of the themec and the book is replete with romansic
adventures from start to finish.—7%e Bengalee.

It is a brilliant literary production and deservas the
notice of the Bengali reading public. The author hus.
shown much 1ngenuity in departing from the common-
place mode of tackling mythological characters by divest.
ing them of super-natimal’ atmosphere with which they
are generally shrouded. 'The interest of the rvender
never flags for want of sympathy with the characters who
are no prodigious beings, but natural inen and women
ltke ourselves. . . . The style and manner of expres-
sion  has been made quite appropriate to the characters
and the situations, We hope the author will nicet with
adequate appreciation from the public.— 7/e Servant.

The book under review is » mythological draina
dealing with some of the well-known 1incidents, of love
ancd of warfare, recorded in the Mahabharata. The
author has, however, to a certain extent, deviated from
history to free his book, as much as possible, from the
super-natural element. The author’s faculty of character-
portrayl well deserves praise. As regards plot-construc-
tion, he has been able to make a happy blending of love
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scenes and riotous scenes of war and skirmish. The drama
is written all throughout in verse.— 7he Forwabd.

The author, in his lucid language, has pictured the
whole history of the great Kurukhsetra warin short,
giving prominence to the high traits of Drondeharyya’s
character. We have much pleasure in going through
the whole book which is none the less interesting. The

paper, printing and get up of the book are excellent —
The Basumati.
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