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Praise this world to the Angel, not the untellable : you can't impress
him with the splendour youve felt ; in the cosmos where he more
feelingly feels youre only a novice. So show him some simple thing,
refashioned by age after age, till it lives in our hands and eyes as «
part of ourselves. Tell him things. Hell stand more astonished :
as you did beside the roper in Rome or the potter in Egypt.
Ninth Elegy. (Duino Elegies)
Rainer Maria Rilke

True, it s strange to inhabit the earth no longer, to use no longer
customs scarcely acquired, not to interpret roses, and other things that
promise so much, in terms of a human future ; to be no longer all that
one used to be in endlessly anxious hands, and to lay aside even one'’s
proper name like a broken toy. '
First Elegy. (Duino Elegies)
Rainer Maria Rilke

Open a rose in my flesh
Though a thousand thorns it have
Upon my barren flesh
One rose of all the wonder
Yerma. Lorca
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