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Opinion of Dr. Dinesh Chandra Sen, D. Litt.,
Late Prof. of Bengali Literature, Calcutia University.

I have read with pleasure and profit Dr, S. N. Nandi’s
small drama entitled Ashar Alo (Light of Hope). The
writer has studied with warm sympathy the various
problems connected with sanitation, health, education,
orthodoxy and superstition of Bengal villages. He has

hit at the root cause of all our social evils-—ignorance

and 1lliteracy and laid out a programme of work for

their remedy, which should meet with the approval of

every patriot, " #* * »

P % * % "

The style i1s lucid, clear and occasionally inspiring.

The subject is written in an interesting way. 1 have

read the book from the beginning to the end at one
sigting.

The author has touched all points about the existing
evils of our villages, except one, that is in no way less
important than others wv:z., the poverty problem, which

threatens to ruin the willage folk at this hour of our

general economie distress

A book like this ought to be, in my opinion, in the
bands of every villager. Even those who are unacquainted
with letters, should do well to listen to a reading of the

book by a literate friend or neighbour, for the mass of



ignorance and stupidity, that has brought on our social
inertia, arousing a spirit of opposition to all rational
efforts at reform, must be removed before any good and
useful work is initiated. I therefore suggest that copies
of this book, so highly useful for the welfare of our
villages, should be purchased by the District Boards and
Municipalites and distributed iree amongst selected
villagers. This mav be held as a part of the propa-
eanda work that has been set on foot in some parts of
the country for reconstruction of our villages. This

will undoubtedly make the path of the workers smooth.

* * » » ¥

D, LITT.

(Rai Bahadur.)

BEHALA, Dinesh Chandra Sen,
28th Dec. 1932,
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Opinion of MR. J. N, GUPTA, c. 1. B, 1. . 8. (Retd.)

As for many years past I have been keenly interested
in the pivotal problem of reconstruction and resusecitation
of villages and village life, I welcome the small social
drama “Ashar Alo” by Dr, S. N, Nandi, Propaganda in
this most important sphere of our national life is a crying
need and I am sure the perusal of this little book will
Inspire our young men and villagers, who have some
cducation, to fresh efforts in improving the lot of the mass
of our countrymen, and by stamping out superstition and
other causes of inertia, improve the tone and outlook of
our village life, This play should be particularly suitable
for being staged for the benefit of the masses., % % The
author should receive encouragement not only from Self-
cgoverning Local Institutions, but from the stage, theatre-
going public and all lovers of Bengal: literature.

Opinion of M=r. S. K. GHOSE, u. a, B, L.
Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) of Diamond Harbour.

« * # It 1s a delightful reading from beginning to end.
% # % I think 1t has good possibilities of success on the
stage as well. I enjoyed very much the ocecasional notes
of refined humour that have been struck here and there
mn1t, # # & The character of Sarala 1s sublime and 1ts
delineation 1s superb: The idcal Zemindar’s son Bhulu
Babu is a rare thing in the present times and will, I
believe, be an eye-opener to those in his position. * * %
The book is worth its own weight in gold and every word
sald by Dr, Sen in appreciation of it is true, and not
an exaggeration, as appreciations very often are.

Opinion of Dr, B. B, Brahmachari D. P. H.
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Opinion of Mr. S. C. Roy, M. A,, Late Professor,
Jalcutta University.

% % ‘It attempts to expose to publie hght many of
the 1lls of our social life and seeks to provide remedies
o & I feel that 1f 1t 18 performed on the Stage it will’
produce a wholesome and educative influence on the
audience.

Opinion of Rai Bahadur R. N. Bose, M. A,, Principal,
Edward College, Pabna.

“I have read with great interest Dr. S. N. Nandi’s
drama entitled ‘Ashar Alo’ ( the Dawn of Hope). * » The
interest of the book is heightened by the fact that it
dwells on some of the burnmg social problems of the day.
I congratulate Dr. Nandi on his achievement and wieh
his work all the success it deserves.
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