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My dear Dutt,

The synopsis of your Rizia was made over to Jotimdra babu
the day that I received it from you, with a request that he would
consult the Chota Raja and acquaint you with their united opinion in
respect to the Drama. I saw them both, day before yesterday, at the
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Emerald Bower, and had & talk on the subject. They say that the
synopsis is not sufficiently full to enable them to judge of the nature
and merits of the play. Besides, Baboo Jotindre thinks, and the
Raja seems to participate in the opinion, that Mahomedan names will
not perhaps hear well in a Bengalee Drama, and they doubt whether
an experiment of doubtful suceess, is worth being hazarded by the
author of "f4! and fECAET | They also anticipate impediments in the
way of success from the too numerous characters in the play, and
believe that the female parts, at least a majority of them, cannot be
expected to be well represented. By the bye, a thought strikes me.
Can’t we cull out a subject from the history of the Rajputs? I
believe the field is pretty extensive and may yield innumerable hints
for the imagination of a writer like yourself.

Yours affectionately
Keshob Chandra Gangualy,

— RS, 9, Beb-82 |
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My dear Gangooly, Here is Kissen Cumari—your Kissen
Cumari, I dcdicate her to the first actor of the age, to a Gentleman of
whose friendship I am proud, and whose modesty, cheerfulness and
talents endear him to all who "know him, Should we ever have &
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national Drama, and that Drama & future historian to commemorate
its rise and progress, may be associatc my humble name with yours!
God bless you, old boy |

And now work away like a jolly fellow, and set Jotinder Baboo
to write the songs. He is sure to do every justice to the play—
Don't depend upon me, for I am going to plunge deep into Heroic
Poetry again.

Yours ever affcetionately,
Michael M. 8. Dutt
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If I should live to write other Drames, you may rest assured
I shall not allow myself to be bound down by the dicta of Mr.
Viswanath of the Sahitya-Darpan. I shall look to the great Drama-
tists of Burope for models. That would be founding a real National
Theatre.—3¢-1f®,’ 4, w03 |

‘FRFAN AFF @2 WA weafye 22aifen |

AEIATHE GRAOINIT FRFAD AFFCF WA ST AKeian
“fagirre” A5F A@IE | @F BfE BT qz e
( swe ABNF ) AT el ‘RMeRAtA A5 @Fife g7 |



e TEHA-AgIIN

W Az [ow a3l “Fwifery oy’ | @2 At6F7 “sfizry
AT RN A6 76717 fawrs e vov sfare 531 Fhmre |
0T TR (T qTY AN @ TrwerEr L Jge AvEh
wfesy fITMIW 22AMTR | svev JBMeH TS Srasmsw faraw
‘fagal faarg 153’6 farata® | @l grarsaia s wrager
@2 A5TET AfRife @ Awifey gy Foan ‘FeEwE abeE
ey fAEIfie AT fFgres 7o oo ol | oI eun “@fexifia”
faaiie ToF A g1 223 A |

‘FREARN AB1'7 571 @ wfeay FF was waAw fafes
ANy A fAes fafee wegmEr orm Wi Wy (FeIvH
swtrtaIn fass fafle Awefa faptaeite Smeratay | st
far FRIVA AP MFIW IROW ctanrs A¢-gfe (37 R )
P30S TR T FRAN | (FAWBH AHANGIIT (735 ks smafa
A&ite B5 'S 7271 ; (T staefa AEAARG YT fArfes

(F) AEIAR (FHBH ATFACIIF—

M My dear Gangooly, Last Sunday, I submitted another
“Synopsis” of a Drama on an entirely Hindu subject. I dare say
you have already seen it. If so, is it not beautiful ? For two
nights, I sat up for hours pouring over the tremendous pages of Tod
and about I. A. M last Saturday, the Muses smiled! As a true
realizer of the Dramatist'’s conceptions you ought to be quite in
love with ¥2¥®, as I am. Lord! What a romantic Tragedy
it will make; I have made the List of Dramatis Personce
as short as I could, for I wish to leave no loop-whole for our
Manager to escape through. Fancy, only 6 or 6 males, and but 4
Females in & historie tragedy! If the Chota Raja should grumble
about the Femrales, please tell him I undertake to find 3 out
of the 4 1

1 wish you would stir them up, ¥ A4 | It is a down-right
shame that such a theatre, as that at Belgatehia, should be the abode
of Bats, or what is tantamount to it, the gaze of Bat-like men | as
the boatswain says the “Tempest.”

“Heigh, my hearts ; cheerly, cheerly, my hearts ; yare, yare.
Take in, the top-sail ; tend to the Master's whistle. Blow, till thou
burst thy wind, if room enough |"
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If you all like the plot, I promise you the play in six weeks, if
not earlier, But I must be met half-way. %% (o7 is not the ©=
for me.

If you have not seen the “Synopsis,” run to Jotinder Baboo and
he will show it to you.

With sentiments of very kind regards to self and friend Deeno
meah. Yours very sincerely.

P. 8. We must have a farce with the tragedy. I tell you what,
friend Garrick, even if we prolong the play to 2 A. M. no one will
grumble. The farce will make the old fellows laugh away all sorts
of ill humours, but I shall make the tragedy as short as I can,
—9. At-d |

21 You must know, my brilliant friend, that just now I have
no time to write a Drama “on spec” as they call it. I am engaged
in writinpg a poem on the death of Meghanad, the celebrated son
of Ravan, generally known as ‘‘Indrajit’—begides, it is high time
that T should resume my legal studies, seeing that the year is nearly
at an end, and I may be called up for an examination next January,
But if the Chota Raja really makes up his mind to reopen his
theatre, I am his man! This, I wish, you would ascertain next
Sunday, when I suppose you will have an opportunity of seeing
both him and Jotinder. Ask the Chota Rajah candidly what his
real intentions are. There is no muse writing a play and then
leaving it to rot in my desk. All this you must ascertain next
Sunday, and communicate to me the result of the mission, next
Monday. If the Chota Rajah, is for a play, and I sincercly hope
he is, you shall have Krishna Koomary before you are many weeks
older.

You suggest an under-plot, the suggestion is good—what can
be bad that comes from you, O thou awatar of the Roman Roseius
and the English Garrick —But it will invoive the necessity
of two more femalez. The story of Krishna, though tragie, is
barren of incidents. Instead of lengthening it, I would rather
write a Farce to be acted with it. But Master's Hookum is my
motto.—%. 1%0 |

©| My dear Gangooly, Many thanks tc you and Jotinder
Baboo though I am not particularly interested in the question of
getting the work printed. This I look upon as a secondary matter.
What I want is to have it acted and acted by such an actor as. your
noble-self. The play would be an experiment, and, unless well

]
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supported by great histrionic talent, could not be expected to create
any very great sensation.

To complicate the Plot, by the introduction of one or two more
characters (male), would be to complicate it in every sense of the
word ; for you must remember that play is a historical one, and to
introduce battles and political discussions would be to astonish the
week senses of the audience and the reader. I am for two more
females. This ¥RFRT of ¥¥9F had & favourite mistress, Tod gives
her name as the ‘“‘Essence of Camphor” ; I think we may bring her
in and allow her jealousy full play. Her arts would offer a fine con-
trast to the innocence of our Heroine—though they are never to be
brought together, and I also intend to make her contribute an air of
comicality to some of the scenes—and she should have her
"PFamiliar” or 71 | '

A “‘synopsis” can hardly be supposed to give a reader a full
idea of the Plot as it rises in the Dramatist’s mind. But if you
examine the one, forwarded by me, carefully, you will find the Queen
8 very necessary character ;—so also the oAff T | And here,
I must make a few remarks on the disadvantages we, ‘Indian Bards,”
labour under, with reference to Female charaoters :—

The position of European females, both dramatically as well
as socially, are very different. It would shock the audience if I were
to introduce a female (a virtuous one) discoursing with a man,
unless that man be her husband, brother or father. This desecribes
a circle around me, beyond the boundary line of which I cannot step.
The consequence is, I am obliged to have & larger number of females
to give my Plot an air of fulness, and I must here tell you, my dear
G., what, I dare say, you will allow at least to some extent, viz., that
we Asiatics are of a more romantic turn of mind that our European
neighbours. Look at the splendid Shakespearean Drama. If you
leave out the Midsummer Night's Dream, Romeo and Juliet and
perhaps one or two more, what play would deserve the name of
Romantic? Romantic in the sense in which Sacoontala is
Romantic ? In the great European Dramsa you have the stern
realities of life, lofty passion, and heroism of sentiment. With us it
is all softness, all romance. We forget the world of reslity and
dream of Fairylands. The genius of the Drama has not yet received
even & moderate degree of development in this country. OQurs are
dramatic poems; and even Wilson, the great foreign admire of our
anoient language, has been compelled to admit this, In the
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Sarmista, I often stepped out of the path of the Dramatist, for that
of the mere Poet- I often forget the real in search of the postical.
In the present play I mean to establish a vigilant guard over myself.
I shall not look this way or that way for poetry ; if I find her before
me I shall not drive her away; and I fanoy, I may safely reckon
upon coming across her now and then. I shall endeavour to create
charaoters who speak as nature suggests and not mouth-mere
poetry. The proof of the Pudding, however, is in the eating, and
I hope to send you the First Aectin time to enable you to read
with Jotinder Baboo, next Sunday. As for the language, the Drama
to be written in, I shall follow Dr. Johnson's advice :—'‘If there
be,” says he, “what I believe there is, in every nation a style which
never bacomes obsolete, a certain mode of phraseology so consonant
and congenial to the analogy and principles of its respective langnage,
as to remain settled and unaltered, this style is to be probably
sought in the common intercourse of life, among those who speak
only to be understood, without the ambition of elegance.” And he
commends Shakespeare for having adopted this language ; and this
advioa I mean to adopt except where the thoughts rise high of their
own accord and clothe themselves with loftier diction, and that will
be in the more Tragic parts of the play.

You must remember these remarks, my dear fellow, when
you sit down to peruse the Play, and I must at the same time
beg of you, to treat me with the wutmost candour. No human
being is infallible, and I the last man to feel heart when my
faults are pointed out to me, either by friend or foe. If this
Tragedy be a success, it must ever remain as the foundation-stone
of our National Theatre. Excuse this long letter, and believe me,
Ever yours most sincerely.

P. S. Blank verse only in soliloquies ? What say you? As
this play will be full of acting and dialogue, there won’t be many
openings for Blank verse ; but a little of it won’t hurt anybody, I
think.—‘R¢-1fe’, 4. qvo-vx |

81 My Dear Gangooly, Tho’ I have nearly finished the first
three Acts, I have not had time to make a fair copy of them. The
pleasure of composition is outweighed by the trouble of copying !
Here is the First Act. That ¥ will play the Duce with &win |
1 hope the portion of the tlay I am sending, would ndt disappoint
you and other friends. You will find the Sscond Act more solemn.
The most beautiful plays in the world are combination of Tragedy,
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and Comedy. I have not given any verse—of that, by and by. Let
me know by Monday, what you think of this Act. You are welcome
to strike off, add, alter and all that. In great baste. Ever yours
sinoorely.——-“l{;‘!ﬁ’, 9. v | '

¢| My dear Gangooly, Here you are. This is Act No. 3. The
Fourth Act has also been completed, but I must make a fair copy of
it before I send it to you.

Jotinder Baboo writes to me to say that bhe is not well
enough to read the play just now, and that he has made it over to
the Chota Rajah, Now, from what I know of the Chota Rajeh, I
am afraid he will not look into it ab all, unless there is some one ai
him. This task you must undertake, you and Deenoo Baboo. You
must force him to read the scenes with you. If not, I have laboured
in vain.

If the Chota Rajah redlly wishes to reopen his Theatrs, he
ought to send the Mss. at once to the Printers and then read over
the proofs with you. Yours as ever.

© P.8.Ido not know how it is, but I fancy that everything will
end in smoke— T4, 4, qve |

¢| My dear G. Here is the Hourth Act. As a humble
member of the noble Belgatchia Amateur Company, I am doing
what I can to promote its glory. If the other members won't
stir themselves, it is no fault of mine. By Jove! Hereis & play
—if meritorious in no other respect, at least brimful of acting,
acting, acting! I shall soon finish the Last Ach; it will be highly
Tragie. Poor Kissen Kumari will die. Yours in haste—‘T¢-7f®’,
9, e |

a1 My dear Gangooly, I wish you had not thought of Shakes-
peare so muoh, as you appear to have done, when you sat down
to peruse poor Kissen Kumari, Some of the defects you point out,
are defeots indeed, but it does not fall to the lob of every one
to rise superior to them, and even Shakespeare himself does not do
80 often. Ag a first rate actor, you are, as a matter of course, &
first rate dramatic critic: but do not believe for a moment that
there are three men in all Bengal who would discover these secrel
failings of the play.

As for “variety of sction” there is not much of it, to be sure,
but that result I could not very well avoid, owing to the original
barrenness of the Plot. I do not pretend to understand much about
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aoting, that is your provinee; but I am disposed to believe that
you are mistaken in thinking that the play would not sucoceed
on the stage. With the actors we have, we oan not expect very great
amount of success : but I fanecy it would oreate a deeper sensation
than any Play yet produced. If all our actors were like yourself,
it would be a different thing. Most of the Shakespearean Dramas
were no better acted, at first, I suspeot, than ours are. As
for the male characters, that is another inconvenience of the
Plot, I have tried to represent Juggut Sing as I find him
in history, a somewhat silly and voluptuous fellow ; Bheem Sing
as a sad, serious man. The other characters are invented, but
I had to conform them to the principal characters, As for
Dhanadass, I never dreamt of making him the counterpart of
Yago. The plot does not admit of smeh a character, even I
oould invent it—which I gravely doubt| I wish Bullender to
be serious and light, like the “Bastard” in King Jobn. Dhanadass
is an ordinary rogue, indeed, but he wil do admirably, if you take
him by the hand !

As for the females, there I am on my own element, and I
hope you will like them all. The Queen of such an unfortunate
Prince, as the Rana Bheam Sing, cannot but be sad and grave ;
the princess, I hope is dignified, yet gentle. But that Madanika
is my favourite. Kissen Kumari falling in love with a man she
has never seen before, is by no means uncommon in our own
encient History of Fable ; the name of Rukmini will oceur to you at
once ; I believe there are allusions to her in the play. I am aware
that it will be hard to get good {female actors ; but we must make the
most of what we have. This is a misforbune I cannot remedy. I
have great faith in you as a Teacher.

I am happy you like the language. Ease oan be only obtained
by practice ; and I am as yet a mere novice: Put I hope I am a
progressive animal. As the play is a tragedy, 1 have not thought it
proper to begin any scene with the determinatior. of being comic ; in
my humble opinion such & thing wonld not be in keeping with the
nature of the Play. But whenever in the course of the dialogue &
pleasant remark has suggested itself I have not neglected it. The
only piece of criticism I shall renture upon, is this ;—never sirive to
be comioe in a tragedy ; but if an opportunity presents itself unsought
to be gay, do not neglect it in the less impertant scenes, so as to
have an agreeable variety. This I believe to be Shakespeare’s plan,



Yig/e

TR

Perbaps, you will not find many scenes in his higher tragedies in
which he is studiously comic. However, both yourself and our
friend Tagore are welcome to brush up into a comic glow any scene,
that would admit of such a thing. Iam not such an ungrateful
fellow as to find fault with my friends for trying to make me look
handsomer |

As for heginning the play with a soliloquy, that is of little
consequence ; little mannerism does no harm, and I promise you, I
shan't do it again.

Perfeotion, my dear fellow, can only he attained by long
practice. So you must not be very severe upon poor me. If spared,
perhaps, I shall yet do better !

I am truly happy that you like the play upon the whole. I
hope Jotinder Baboo and our Manager will sail in the same boat
with you. The style of criticism you bring to bear upon the play, is
the very highest possible ; such an aesthetic siorm would sink the
ship of every dramatist in the world, save aud except Shakespeare ;
and even he would suffer considerable damage! A word about the
Boenes :—I am very fond of busy and varied scenes ; and as for the
French idea of not allowing one set of actors to retire and introduce
snother, I have no great respect for it, and yet I like to preserve
“unity of place” and, as far as I can, that of time also. Examine
each Act nnd you will find unity of place if not of time.

Your letter fills my heart with hope. T fancy you can move
the Chota Rajah, if you really wish it. As for Jotinder Baboo,
his enthusiasm requires little pushing from behind. If these two
gentlemen like it, they can make this an age of glory in the literary
annals of their country! Let them but seriously encourage the
drama, and they will see wonders | If not, we must strike our heads
and say,— ‘Alas | born an age too soon” |

I am quite ready to undertake another drama, but this must be
acted firss. We ought to take up Indo-Mussulman subjects. The
Mohomedans are & fiercer race than ourselves, and would afford
splendid opportunity for display of passion. Their women are more
cut out for intrigue than ours.

Excuse this scrawl. Hoping you are quite well personally and
domestically.
Ist September, 1860 Yours most sincerely.

P.8.1. Tshall after the opening soliloqguy and remove it to
some other place,
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P, 8. II. I am sorry Jotinder Baboo is still ailings I hope to
go and ses him to-morrow. I wish you would begin the work
of revision at onoe;—I am so impatient! After this, must
look to “Bizia."—I hope that will be a drama after your own
heart | The prejudice against Moslem names must be given
up. ' If you like, I oan pick up other subjects from Tod. But I
must first finish my Meghanada. Thet will take me some
months.

v | My dear Gangooly, You must not fancy that I have heen
idle. Kissen Kumari was finished two days ago. Begun 6th August
finished 7th September—rather quick work, old fellow | But in these
days of steam and other stimulating powers, a man must keep pace
with the times, But though I bave finished the drams yom can't
have it for some days yet. I have to make a fresh or fair copy
and that is really bothersome. In the mean time let me know how
you are getting on. Have you seen our Manager ? What saith the
man of Millions ? Verily, brother Keshub, my heart is set upon
seeing Kissen Cumari acted at Belgaichia, and the Chota Rajah
ought to do it. I wish you would make it a point to sse him to-
morrow on the subject. Take Denco Meah with you and go like &
good fellow. If Jotinder Baboo is better, as I hope he is, take
him with you also. Mind you, you all broke my wings once about
the farces ; if you play & similar trick this time, I shall forswear
Bengali and write books in Hebrew and Chinese | If you see the
Chote Rajah to-morrow and he shows symptoms of a yeilding spirit,
we can have a meeting Sunday after next (to-morrow week ) at
Belgatehia, and I shall go over. If the Chote Rsjah begins to talk
of his brother's absonce, silence him by saying—"Poob, my lord,
we know your brother never says “nsy,” to anything you wish to
do. This sork of bosh won't go down with boys like ourselves !
Hal Hal'—

I flatter myself you will like the Fifth act. I shed tears when
poor Kissen Cumati stabbed hereslf and feel on her bed | And then
the poor queen also dies—but bebind the scenes. There are three
soenes in this Act. I am afraic the play hes grown longer than I
intended, but never mind. No one would grumble at & good play for
being a little too long. What more 288 We say in Sanskrit—FFafiw ?
.._‘1{.1&’, o, q6e-01 | .

5| My dasr Gapgooly, Many thanks for your letter with
enclosure. By Jove, this aot is really brilliant | I have written fo
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our friend Baboo J. M. Tagore about the songs. The first and
second aots are already in type. '

It strikes me that if the drama is to be acted, you had better
at once organise your company and begin operations with the two
acts already printede Go on rehearsing at Jotinder’s and then you
can settle whether we are to do the thing in the Town Theatre or
blaze out at dear old Belgatchia. I vote fer Belgatohia.

Now master Dhanadas, allow me to give you & bit of advice.
Put down Issur Chunder Sing as “Jagat Sing,” ‘and then you will
very soon find yourself at Belgatchia! Do you see him now ?
I hope Preonath will take up SR | Denoco W ; Jodoo
% ; Sreenath the other ¥ | By the bye—do you think
Kisrendhon will do for Kissen Knmari? Make Kali {1 |
Under your guidance, he is sure to do very well. (16 January 1861.)
—T-1f, 4, v |

so | And now old boy, what about Kissen Kumari ? What
has our elegant friend Baboo J. M. Tagore done ? What does he
intend doing ? What says our “Manger” ? I am afraid, brother
Keshub, we are all losing that fine enthusiasm we onee had in
matters dramatic! As for me, excuse my vanity; I think I bave
gome little excuse—another branch of the art is seducing my soul
at present from the “Old Love” : how will you answer at the Bar of
Posterity |

If Kissen Kumari does not satisfy our friend, I am just now
comparatively free, and don't mind plunging in again! However
give me all the news you ean. I should be sorry to see
the play acted in rainy weather, and the cold weather has fairly
commenced.

If the Rajahs of Paikparah are bent upon shutting their
doors against TS, I hope the poor Goddess will -still find a
warm friend in Baboo Jotindra Mohan Tagore l—“I{-‘lﬁ’.
. Ar-bd |

(¥) TTHS FIAAFACT ¢
5| My desr Rasj, It is many weeks since I last wrote to you
or heard from you, but.I have been dramatizing, writing a regular
tragedy in—prose | The plot is taken from Tod, Vol. I, P. 461, I
suppose you are well acquainted with the story of the unhappy
princees Kissen Kumari, There is one more Act to be written—
viz. the fifth—‘qy 7S, 7. 202 |
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2 1...I have finished my Tragedy on the death of the Rajput
Princess Kissen Kumari. Babu J. M. Tagore and his friends
have got hold of it and it will be shortly printed. They speak
of it in a very flattering manner. But you must judge for
yourself.—‘3¢-f®’, 9. 183 |

@| ...Kissen Kumari will be ready for publication in a week
or two and the Odes are now in the hands of the printer. I
think I deserve some credit even for doing so much in this really
fearful weather.—‘%¢-qf%’, 9. %8¢ |

81 You will be glad to hear that Kissen Kumary, the
beautiful Rajput Princess, will be out in a day or two. I shall
instruct my printer to send you a copy, as early as possible, and
then you must tell me what you think of it.—‘ﬂ{-‘!ﬁ’, 9. 484 |

¢ | You surprise me. Is it possible that Kissen Kumari
has not yet reached you ? I must write to my printer again on
the subject.—‘q¢-fe’, 7. 18v |

v | You must take the trouble of writting to me again, for I
am anxious to know what you think of the Tragedy ; but if not,
you must allow me to ask you the meaning of this long silence.
Has the book disappointed you ? Here people speak well of it ;
tho' I must say that men of your stamp are anything but
common here.

How [ Here?] you are old boy, a Tragedy, a volume of
Odes, and one half of a real Epic poem! All in the course of
one year ; and that year only half old | If I deserve credit for
nothing else, you must allow that I am, at least, an Industrious
dog.—'7¢-1(®’, . 183-te |

9 1...I am not at all dissatisfied with your criticism on Kissen
Kumari, but I flatter myself you will thank more highly of her as
you grow more acquianted with the piece. I have certain Dramatic
notions of my own, which I follow invariably. Some of my
friends—and I fancy you are among them, as soon as they see a
Drama of mine, begin to apply the canons of criticism that have
been given forth by the masterpieces of William Shakespeare.
They perhaps forget that I write under very different circums-
tances. Our social and moral developments are of a different
character. We are no doubt actuated by the same passions, but
in us those passions assume a milder shape. But hang all Philo-
sophy. I shall put down on paper the thoughts as they spring up
in me, and let the world say what it will.—'3g-f®’, %. 1e3
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