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In the history of ancient India, the figure of Asoka
stands out like some great Himalayan peak, clear against
the sky, resplendent in the sun, while the lower and
nearer ranges are hidden by the clouds.
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Asoka made Buddhism a world religion, not by adding
to, or modifying or improving on, it, but by emphasising
the elements of universality that it had always contained.
He realised and acted on the truth that true religion is
personal and spiritual, not a matter of ceremonial or
of ritual, but of conviction and conduct, e rose above
all distinctions of race. Remote as he is from us in point

of time, we feel that his life has enriched ours.
J. M. Macphail

He is the only military monarch on record who
abandoned warfare after victory. He made— he was the
first monarch to make— an attempt to educate his people
into a common view of the ends and way of life. Asoka
worked sanely for the real needs of men. From the
Volga to Japan his name is still honoured. More living
men cherish his memory today than has ever heard the

names of Constantine or Charlemagane.
H. G, Wells

A state can be based on non-violence, that is, it can
offer non-violent resistance against a world combination
based on armed force. Such a state was Asoka’s. ‘The
example can be repeated. But the case does not become
weak even if it be shown that Asoka’s state was not

based on non-violence.
M. K. Gandhi
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The theory which ascribes the decline and dismember-
ment of the Maurya Empire to a Brahmanical revolution

led by Pushyamitra does not bear scrutiny.?
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abandoned warfare after victory...He made-— he was the
first monarch to make— an attempt to educate his people
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men cherish his memory today than have ever heard
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Buddhist leanings certainly deviated from the Dhdrma
as understood by the great Brahmana lawgivers.?
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The earlier Brahmanical attitude towards the faith
(Bhagavatism) was one hostility, but later on there
was a combination between Brahmanism and Bhagavatism
probably owning to the Buddhist propaganda of the
Mauryas °
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The advance might have been made by the Brahmans
themselves, as a protection against Buddhism, which grew
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predominant under the patronage of Asoka...The
reconciliation with orthodox Brahmanism...gave a
new turn to the latter. Henceforth Bhagavatism, or
as it may now be called by its more popular name,
Vaishnavism, formed, with Saivism, the main plank

of the orthodox religion in its contest with Buddhism.®
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