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R “Aisymbol that India’s freedom would uplift Indian womanhood.”—
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As necessity is the mother of invention, Sarala Devi 1s
the mother of Pratapaditya to meet the necessity of a Hero
for Bengal.
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» “] know how the ladies of Bengal have helped and supported the
Swadeshi movement which is now spreading fast over Northern India
and the Punjab, over Gujrat and the Deccan, over Madras, Mysore, and

Travancore, everywhere over this continent.”
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She (Nivedita) taught them first the mechanism of secret societies,
such as Ireland had known. These samities existed already plentifully
in the Indian villages, but they remained fragmentary. There still remained
a step to make them a fare so active that each man should represent the
entire group and become responsible to the entire group and become
responsible for the honour of all.

Then Nivedita insisted on the absolute security of the immense
network of secret communication stretched throughout the country like
the protecting spider’s web. It was necessary that orders should be
transmitted as rapidly as by post, from man to man by signs and messages
learnt by heart. The appeal was heard. The couriers allowed themselves
to be butchered rather than let themselves be corrupted. The ends
assigned were pursued with a devotion almost superthuman. From one
village to another the cry re-echoed *‘we are ready.”...

“Money was necessary, much money,” said Nivedita. All the money
that fell into her hands was distributed into the villages by Barindra
Kumar Ghose, some women carrid to her their jewels, some princes a part
of their revenue, some zeminders their harvest, some employees their
salaries, some merchants bushels of grain. Some works of inter-aid
were born spontaneously, because the moral body of India had now
nerves, muscles, blood. When one member suffered, the whole country
came to her aid,
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3 “And lastly when a {few disconsolate ladies waded through the
. crowd like apparitions and touched the sacred tenement of that great
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soul, the whole crowd was overcome by feelings which were never ex.
perienced before. The brief funeral speech of the more clderly among
them had an unspeakable eloquence. It moved the whole crowd to

tears. She had referred to the part he had played in arousing Indian
womanhood.

¢  “Secondly, one feels there is a tremendous movement going on
amongst the women. We are fond of labelling the Indian aspirations
as sedition, when if they were amongst ourselves we should call them
patriotism. This movement seems to be spreading as much amongst the
women as amongst the men."—The Modern Review for August 1910

38 “The women are craving for education, and to take some part in the
movement of affairs. Take for instance the Swadeshi movement. This
could not have succeeded in the way it has done without women. They
have meetings in each other’s houses, and determine only to buy goods
made at home, and not to buy goods made by foreigners.

“The women in the Zenanas often do not know how to read or
write, but in spite of this the Swadeshi movement is spreading very

much in the places where one would hardly think there would be
opportunity for its growth,”—Ibid.
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“From the north, entered another procession under the leadership .
of the veteran congress worker Sm. Matangini Hazra, aged 73. They
encountered the soldiers under the command of Sj. Anil Kumar
Bhattacharyya. They had to withdraw to some distance on being
attacked by the soldiers at the narrow entrance by the side of the
‘Ban Pukur.’---Then our soldiers of freedom led by Sm. Matangini Hazra
again encountered the Government troop, who opened fire and continued
showering bullets for a long time. Sm. Matangini held the National Flag
firmly and advanced. The Government troop first hit her on both
hands. Her hands dropped, but not the National Flag, which she still
held tight and advanced, requesting the Indian troop to cease firing and
to give up the jobs and join the Freedom Movement. She received
a reply—a bullet which ran right through the forehead and she fell dead.
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As she lay there in the dust sanctifed by her blood, the National Flag was
still in her grip, yet flying unsullied.” —August Revolution: Two yéars'
National Government : Midnapur, pp. 22-3.
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