













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































20 December 1917] [(Tue New EUROPE

DEMOCRACY AND DISCIPLINE

that democracy is peculiarly at the mercy both of the fool and
the knave. If the cause of liberty is to be saved there must
be the sternest suppression of those much-abused ‘ liberties "
which, in the hands of men who are mentally and morally
unfit to enjoy them, are made the means of widespread
ruin and disaster. If unity, discipline, obedience, subordina-
tion of self-will to authority cannot be restored, then
democracy will go down before autocracy, and who shall
say that it will not have deserved its fate?
F. J. C. HEARNSHAW.

The Policy of the Ukraine Government

WE publish below the “ Universal ” or General Proclamation
of the Ukrainian National Council of 20 November (translated
from its official organ Nova Rada of the next day) announcing
the formation of a Ukrainian Republic in close federation with
the Russian Republic. This document is of historical im-
portance, and we welcome the moderate terms in which it is
couched. No excessive claims are put forward and no attempt
is made to profit by Russia’s temporary weakness in order to
sever the ties with the great nation with which the Ukrainians
have the closest historic and economic connections. If the
Ukarainians, in close connection with the Cossacks, can restore
law and order in the southern parts of Russia, an important
step will have been made towards the recovery of the Russian
Federal Republic.

The following facts deserve to be added. On 11 November
the President of the Central Rada, Professor HruSevski, intro-
duced a draft of the future constitution, and it was decided
to lay this before the Constituent Assembly. A new Cabinet
was appointed : Petljura (War), Kovalevski (Food), Holubovi¢&
(Commerce), Calenko (Justice), Seburin (Post). In the debates
the Social Revolutionaries were specially active. The Rada
passed resolutions extending its authority over the governor-
ships of Cherson, Yekaterinoslav, Harkov, Tauria, and parts
of Kursk and Voronez, and accepting the Ukrainisation of the
Black Sea Fleet. Colonel Pavlenko was appointed Commander-
in-Chief of the Kiev Military District; and he, in his turn,
appointed Colonel Parienko as Chief of Staff and General
Sisovi¢ as Commandant of Kiev. The Russian south-west
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THE POLICY OF THE UKRAINE GOVERNMENT

army under General VolodSenko has recognised the Ukrainian
Minister of War.

‘“ Ukrainian people and all peoples of the Ukraine! An hour of
trials and difficulties has come for the land of the Russian Republic.
In the north in the capitals (Petrograd and Moscow) a bloody inter-
necine struggle is in progress. A Central Government no longer exists,
and anarchy, disorder and ruin are spreading throughout the State.

“ Our country also is in danger. Without a strong, united and
popular Government, Ukraina also may fall into the abyss of civil
war, slaughter and destruction.

‘“ People of Ukraina, you, together with the brother peoples of
Ukraina, have entrusted us with the task of protecting rights won
by struggle, of creating order and of building up a new life in our land.
And we, the Ukrainian Central Rada, by your will, for the sake of
creating order in our country and for the sake of saving the whole
of Russia, announce that henceforth Ukraina becomes the Ukrainian
National Republic. Without separating from the Russian Republic,
and preserving its unity, we take up our stand firmly on our lands
that with our strength we may help the whole of Russia, and that the
whole Russian Republic may become a federation of free and equal
peoples.

‘* Until the Ukrainian Constituent Assembly meets, the whole power
of creating orderin our lands, of issuing laws, and of ruling, belongs to
us, the Ukrainian Central Rada, and to our Government—the General
Secretariat of Ukraina. .

‘ Having strength and power in our native land, we shall defend
the rights of the revolution, not only in our own lands, but in all
Russia as well.

‘“ Therefore we announce:—To the territory of the National
Ukrainian Republic belong the lands where the majority of the popu-
lation is Ukrainian: Kiev, Podolia, Volynia, Cernigov, Poltava,
Harkov, Yekaterinoslav, Cherson, Tauris (without the Crimea). The
further delimitation of the frontiers of the Ukrainian National Re-
public, viz., the addition of part of Kursk, Cholm, VoroneZ and the
neighbouring provinces and districts, where the majority of the popu-
lation is Ukrainian, is to be settled according to the organised wishes
of the peoples.

‘“ To all the citizens of these lands we announce :—Henceforth in
the territory of the Ukrainian National Republic the existing rights of
ownmership to the lands of large proprietorsand other lands not worked
by the owners which are fit for farming, and also to lands belonging
to the Royal Family, to monasteries, to the Crown and to the Church,
are abolished. Recognising that these lands are the property of the
whole working people, and must pass to the people without compen-
sation, the Ukrainian Central Rada instructs the General Secretary
for Land Questions to work out immediately a law for the adminis-
tration of these lands by Land Committees, chosen by the people,
until the meeting of the Ukrainian Constituent Assembly.

‘*“ The labour question in the Ukrainian National Republic must
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immediately be regulated. For the present we announce :—In the
territory of the National Ukrainian Republic henceforth an eight
hours’ day is ordained in all factories and workshops.

‘“ The hour of trial and danger which all Russia and our Ukraina
is now experiencing necessitates the proper regulation of labour, and
a fair distribution of food supplies and a better organisation of work.
Therefore, we instruct the General Secretary for Labour, together with
representatives of labour, to establish from to-day State control over
production in Ukraina, respecting the interests both of Ukraina and
also of the whole of Russia. For four years on the front blood has
been shed, and the strength of all the peoples of the world has been
wasting away. By the wishes and in the name of the Ukrainian
Republic, we, the Ukrainian Central Rada, firmly insist on the estab-
lishment of peace as soon as possible. For this end we make resolute
efforts to compel, through the Central Government, both allies and
enemies to enter immediately upon peace negotiations.

‘“ Likewise we shall insist that at the Peace Congress the rights of
the Ukrainian people in Russia and outside Russia shall not be in-
fringed in the treaty of peace. But until peace comes, every citizen
of the Republic of Ukraina, together with the citizens of all the
peoples of the Russian Republic, must stand firmly in their positions
both at the front and in the rear.

‘“ Recently the shining conquests of the Revolution have been
clouded by the re-establishment of the death penalty. We announce :
Henceforth in the lands of the Republic of Ukraina the death penalty
is abolished. To all who are imprisoned and arrested for political
offences hitherto committed, as well as those already condemned or
awaiting sentence, and also those who have not yet been tried, full
amnesty is given. A law will immediately be passed to this effect.

*“ The courts in Ukraina must be just and in accordance with the
spirit of the people.

“ With this aim we order the General Secretary for Judicial Affairs
to make every attempt to establish justice and to execute it according
to rules understood by the people.

‘*“ We instruct the General Secretary for Internal Affairs as follows :
To make every effort to strengthen and extend the rights of local self-
government, which shall be the organs of the highest local adminis-
trative authority, and until the establishment of the closest connec-
tion with the organs of revolutionary Democracy, which are to be
the best foundation of a free democratic life. Also in the Ukrainian
National Republic all the liberties won by the Russian Revolution are
to be guavanteed, namely, freedom of the press, of speech, of religion, of
assembly, of union, of strikes, of inviolability of person and of habita-
tion, the right and the possibility of using local dialects in dealing with
all authorities.

‘“ The Ukrainian people, which has fought for many years for its
national freedom and now has won it, will firmly protect the freedom
of national development of all nationalities existing in Ukraina.
Therefore, we announce that to the Great Russian, Jewish, Polish,
and other peoples of Ukraina we recognise national personal autonomy
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forjthe security of their rights and freedom of self-government in
questions of their national life, and we instruct our General Secretary
for Nationality Questions to draw up in the near future a measure
for national personal autonomy.

*“ The food question is the foundation of the power of the State
at this difficult and responsible moment. The Ukrainian National
Republic must make every effort to save itself both at the front and
in those parts of the Russian Republic which need our help.

‘* Citizens! In the name of the National Ukrainian Republic in
federal Russia, we, the Ukrainian Central Rada, call upon -all to
struggle vesolutely with all forms of anarchy and disorder, and to help
in the great work of building up new State forms, which will give
the great and powerful Russian Republic health, strength, and a new
future. The working out of these forms must be carried out at the
Ukrainian and all-Russian Constituent Assemblies.

‘ The date for the elections of the Ukrainian Constituent Assembly
is fixed for g January, 1918, and the date for its summoning,
22 January, 1918.

‘ A law will be immediately published regulating the summoning
of the Ukrainian Constituent Assembly.”

Austria, Hungary and the Slavs

[In No. 59 of TuE NEw EUROPE we published a detailed yeport
of the important Polish debate of 9 November in the Austyian Parliament,
in the course of which a number of prominent Slav deputies attacked
Hungary for its share in provoking the war and its gross oppression of
the non-Magyar nationalities. This gave rise to a whole sevies of intey-
pellations and protests sn the Humgarian Parliament, the following
summary of which throws considerable light upon the Magyar political
outlook.)

Baron Perényi fiercely denounced the ** disgraceful, impertinent and
criminal ’ attacks of the Czechs upon Hungary’s integrity. ‘‘ Worse
than the highwayman who by armed force tries to rob me of my property,
is the burglar who uses my momentary embarrassment in order to stretch
out a greedy hand towards my jealously guarded treasures.” The
treasonable activity of the Czechs will be greeted by the Entente and
will provide Mr. Lloyd George with material for one of his great speeches.
“1 would gladly assume that only a few individuals had degraded
themselves to be agents of the Entente and pupils of Masaryk, Koniéek
or Kopecki ; of Masaryk who till now only wanted to make a republic
of Bohemia, but now, according to his statement in the Daily Chronicle,
would like to divide up the whole monarchy between Czechs, Italians,
Serbs, and Roumanians; of Konidek-Gorski, who aimed at an autono-
mous Czech kingdom under a Russian Grand Duke, or of Kopecki, who
has selected an English prince as king. Unhappily it is not a mere
matter of individuals, but, as the Premier has admitted, of great and
powerful parties.
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