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N O T E S O F T H E M O N T H . 

A Municipal Donation. 
We record in another column the action of the Glasgow 

Town Council in donating £25 towards the cost of the 
National Conference on the Taxation of Land Values, 
held at Glasgow on 11th and 12th September last under 
the auspices of the United Committee and the Scottish 
League, carried by a vote of 46 to 14. Thus is not the first 
donation from a local rating body towards the cost of one of 
our Conferences, though it is the first direct donation of the 
kind from the Glasgow Town Council. We cordially w elcome 
it and congratulate the Council on such public-spirited action. 

The municipalities of the country have everything to 
gain by the change in the rating system which we advocate. 
Under the existing system thev are hampered and often 
paralysed in their efforts at municipal improvement. 
Every municipal administrator knows how the exactions 
of the men who own the land within their boundaries, and 
beyond, stand in the way of much needed improvements, 
and the ratepavers of Glasgow have certainly come to 
realise how their presence and industry and the public-
services they provide out of their earnings maintain and 
enhance the value of the land. This causes land speculation. 
In expectation of getting higher prices the landowners are 
encouraged to keep desired land out of use. and there is 
nothing cxcept the rating of land values calculated to 
put an end to this cruel system. 

The value of the land is a publicly created value and 
should be taken to maintain public services. The rating 
of land values is advocated as a substi tut ionary rate and 
as a just and expedient method of rai«ing local revenue. 
The Town Councils of the country should take the lead the 
Glasgow Town Council has given and subscribe to our 
propaganda. It is their business. The leagues for 
the Taxation of Land Values should be encouraged bv 
the municipal councils in their endeavour to awaken public 
sentiment in favour of this necessary and too long delnved 
reform. 

An Old Friend Re-introduced. 
Dr. Dundas White, M P., has just re-introduced, subject 

to some alterations in detail, the Land Values (Scotland) 
Bill, which we publish in another column. Every town, 
county, and parish council should consider this Bill. 
Every member of such councils should at once possess a 
copy of it. This is practical work for the Glasgow Town 
Council and for the Scottish League to which we hope 
they will devote themselves without delay. The Rating 
of Land Values and thp corresponding tin-rating of houses 
and other improvements is as practical and ready for 
solution as it is urgent. But in view of the more political 
reforms in the wav, those who are demanding this change 
in the incidence of rating must be up and doing. Glasgow-
is a city on a hill with regard to land values taxation. 
The Scottish League and the Glasgow Town Council led 
the Municipal agitation for the rating of Land Values in 
foimer years, and they can do so again. 

" 9d. for 4d."~ Perhaps ! 
There is still a divergence of opinion between Welsh 

and Scottish economists as to the incidence of the employer's 
contribution tinder the Insurance Act. Mr. Lloyd George 
informed the electors of Kilmarnock tha t the worker 
would get " ninepencc for fourpence," which could only 
mean that the worker's contribution would be limited 
to fourpence. But the Lord Advocate (Mr. Alexander Ure) 
told a different tale when, at the same by-election, he said 
that the employer's contribution " was just part of the 
cost of production, and it would be included in the price 
of the finished article when placed on the market . " 

The Solicitor-General for Scotland is evidently in 
agreement with the Lord Advocate, for addressing a 
meeting, also at Kilmarnock, in connection with his own 
by-election last month, which was largely at tended by 
farmers, he is reported in the G L A S G O W H E R A L D , Decembei 
16th, to have said : " Was it a lireat burden to the farmer 
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t h a t he should find 13s. each year for each hand that he 
employed. Surely, t h a t was not a dreadful thing. Was 
it such a sacrifice t h a t they should make any outcry 
about i t ? If the farmer did not get his contribution 
back by the greater efficiency and the greater contented-
ness of his servants—for this bill would have a moral 
effect on the workers—then he would just have to charge 
a little more for his milk and his bu t te r and make things 
absolutely right that way." 

So this Scottish legal luminary also bids the employer 
pass his contribution on to the consumer. With Mr. 
Llovd George support ing the tea tax as a means to make 
the poor pay, a t ax tha t might have been abolished, but 
for the Insurance Act ; w ith his fellow Ministers proclaiming 
t h a t the employer's contribution should be passed on to 
consumer, the vision of ninepence for fourpence vanishes, 
for the workers, as consumers, are to pay the contribution 
of the Sta te and of the employers. 

The Solicitor-General might have made a different 
suggestion to the farmers, l ie might have proposed tha t 
they should decide to " make things absolutely right " 
by paying less rent to landlords ra ther than by charging 
higher prices for milk and but ter . Mr. Lloyd George 
might also have found the Treasury contribution at the 
expense of the land monopolist instead of a t theexpense of the 
consumer of tea. Rut for just finance we still have to wait. 

Meanwhile it is necessary to point out that these 
ministerial explanations as regards the method to be 
adopted by the employer to get back his contribution are 
likely to be extremely helpful to the Tariff Reformer. 
The obvious reply of the farmer will be " How can I raise 
the price of my but ter unless you pu t a du ty on Danish 
butter , the importat ion of which fixes the price I can 
obtain ? " Sleight-of-hand, ninepence for fourpence 
finance has a certain consummation before it and tha t is 
Protection. 

Dissatisfaction. 
During the debate on the Finance Rill in the House of 

Commons, on December 13th, Mr. Lloyd George, as 
reported in another column hinted tha t the Government 
might have to fall back on its original proposals of a 
landowners' valuation and suggested tha t an inquiry into 
the progress of valuation with a view to simplification 
would be advisable. This s ta tement by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer is, at the present juncture, one of great 
significance and importance. It indicates tha t Mr. Lloyd 
George will not take up a now possum us a t t i tude to the 
agitation tha t is springing up for the hastening of the 
valuation and for the adoption of different methods if 
present ones are likely to cause years of unnecessary delay. 
The resolutions passed at t he Glasgow Conference in 
September, and at the subsequent Conference of Liberal 
Associations have clearly indicated tha t Radical reformers 
are not prepared to wait until 1914 or longer for the 
valuation. Certainly not Scottish Radicals, in view of the 
fact, tha t it has been shown tha t by calling in the aid of 
municipal assessors, a valuation for Scotland can be 
obtained within six months. Mr. Lloyd George has pledged 
himself to ad jus t the relationship between Imperial and 
local taxat ion a t an early date, and the resolutions referred 
to demand tha t this re-adjustment shall only take place 
on the basis of the Taxat ion of Land Values. Mr. 
Lloyd George's s ta tement opens a way for a demand 
for an inquiry, to a demand tha t the concessions to 
landlordism which he admits have retarded the valuation, 
shall be abolished. What the advocates of the Taxation 
of Land Values have before them is the du ty of making 
it plain to all concerned tha t they are not going to be 
trifled with. We are out for the Taxation of Land Values 
and we are not going to continue waiting the convenience 
of palliatives t ha t will do nothing to remove the bottom 
cause of undeserved poverty. 

Land Monopoly and Education. 
According to the M O R N I N G L E A D E R of 7th December, 

Mr. .J. E. Pendleton, a member of the Nott ingham Education 
Committee and a t rade union official, has persuaded the 
Nott ingham City Council to appoint a committee to consider 
his proposal that the schools should be worked in shifts. 
One of the chief arguments advanced in support of the 
proposal is t ha t it would save the cost of acquiring sites 
for additional schools. 

Here we are up against the land question again. No 
mat ter in which direction we turn we always come to an 
abrupt stop against the barrier of land monopoly. I t 
is as Mr. Llovd George said a few weeks ago at Rath, 
the barrier to all progress—industrial and social. 

When in the everyday affairs of life the common-sense 
individual finds that he is hampered in the carrying out 
of a certain task he does not continue labouring under 
difficulties, bu t straightway sets about removing the barrier 
that hampers him. A cyclist finding his brakes have become 
jammed, does not continue pedalling at twice the necessary 
power, but proceeds to put his brakes right. This is the 
principle tha t should be applied to public affairs. Land 
monopoly with its high rents and restrictive terms is a full 
pressure brake on public progress. The remedy is to 
remove the brake, not to grind away at double pressure 
with the brake on. Many more schools are wanted, but 
cannot be built because of the high monopoly price of suit-
able land. The common-sense way is to remove land 
monopoly and make land available on reasonable terms, 
not to t ry to make one school do where two are necessary. 

On Pigs and Pigstyes. 

In our last month 's issue we made some remarks concern-
ing the first lecture in a series of four delivered by Dr. 
Inge, Dean of St. Paul's, on " The Co-operation of the 
Church with the Spirit of the Age." In a subsequent lecture 
Dr. Inge cast further reflections on the rising spirit of 
democracy, and in dealing with the presence of squalidness 

I and vice in present-day conditions likened the demoralised 
victim of poverty to a pig in a pigstye. He maintained 
tha t the " pig " was responsible for the " pigstye " because 
of " its " depraved characteristics. 

If the Church is out of touch with the sympathies of 
the people, it is small wonder while so prominent a 
man as the " Gloomy D e a n " voices such reactionary 

, sentiments. Mr. F. H. Willard, of 83, Mount Park Hastings, 
in a letter to the D A I L Y N E W S of 8th December, deals with 
the " pig and pigstye " view in an able manner. We 
fully endorse his remarks which were as follows :— 

I join issue with Dean Inge upon the mat ter of " pigs 
and pigstyes." Let me illustrate. Here is a family 
consisting of father, mother, and nine children—a tenth 
is daily expected. Four of the children nre over 
fourteen years old, the remainder are under fourteen. 
They have up till yesterday been living in a two-roomed 
" house." The man has been doing but little work for 
months. He has just got work and taken two more 
rooms. 

Now. I would ask Dean Inge this question : When 
the tenth child arrives, what will he expect it to 
become ? Will he expect it to revolutionise its sur-
roundings ; to regenerate its father, demoralised by 
unemployment ; to rekindle hope in the breast of i ts 
crushed and broken and despairing mother ; to reclaim 
its nine brothers and sisters, already depraved by the 
brutish conditions to which it will make its advent ? 
Of course he does not. He knows very well that , short 
of a miracle, nothing can prevent tha t child from 
becoming one of those whom, he delicately hints, are 
" Pig8-" 

Will this child be guilty of turning its birthplace into a 
" pigstye " ? Or will not, rather, the abominable 
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conditions to which it is born determine the child's 
character ? Put in this blunt way, even a Dean would 
know how to answer. And yet, do we not know that 
in twenty years time some other Dean will be twitting 
this child with having deliberately brought about its 
own depraved condition. 

What Dean Inge forgets is that the swinish conditions 
which obtain to-day are the cumulative legacv which an 
unjust social order inflicts. I hope he will think the 
matter over a little more deeply. 

As for his illustration, let nie assure him that the 
worker, when he sees around him the blighting elicits 
of poverty and knows from experience what they 
mean, and then reads of clean and comfortable deans 
heaping scorn upon the poor, thinks bitter things, lie 
could say scathing words, but, having perhaps greater 
charity, lie, unlike the l)can, leaves them unsaid. 

A Keighley Object Lesson. 
A correspondent at Keighley sends us the following 

example of how the present, system of rating penalises the 
building of houses, and so contributes to the creation of 
the housing problem. 

Some years ago a building society paid 5s. a yard (w hich 
equals £1,200 per acre) for land which was being used for 
agricultural purposes nnd which was rated as agricultural 
land, and would therefore be receiving the benefits of the 
Agricultural Hating Act. The society erected houses 
at about the rate of 30 to the acre. When tenanted, 
each occupier had to pay on an assessment of £8. and as 
rates were then 10s. in the pound each working man occupier 
had to pay in local rates alone £4 per year, which equals 
£120 per acre. 

Does it not seem from these facts either that the landlord 
was paying too little in rates—and therefore others were 
paying too much—or t h a t he charged too high a price for 
the land '. When the owner held the land at £1,200 per acre 
for building purposes and used it for agriculture, the rates 
were about 10s. per year per acre in rates, but when the 
land was occupied by dwelling-houses the occupers had to 
pay £120 per acre. 

If land is taxed and rated on its value irrespective of the 
use to which it is put, landowners will be compelled either to 
develop the land themselves or to part with it to those 
who will. By forcing land into use. we would not only 
raise revenue but at the same time develop the national 
estate, thus promoting trade, raising wages, and solving 
the problems of bad housing and unemployment. 

Mr. Lloyd George and the Tea Duty. 
Replying in the House of Commons on the 11th December 

to a proposal to reduce the Tea Duty (which stands at 5d. 
per lb.). Mr. Lloyd George made a speech in defence 
of the principle of this tax which will have alarmed and 
dismayed all advocates of just taxation. He stated quite 
emphatically tha t he " had never had any sympathy with 
the idea that someone has got to be exempt because he 
is earning a small amount , " and he was not disposed 
to " l e a v e a large section of the community without any 
sense of contributing to the common stock." Accordingly, 
if the Tea Duty were abolished, the revenue thus sacrificed 
would have to be raised by taxing the same section of the 
community in some other way. He mentioned as alterna-
tives the reduction of the income tax exemption to £40 
or £50, or a poll tax. but dismissed these as impracticable 
on account of the opposition they would raise. We 
report the speech in full elsewhere. Our readers will 
earmark it as one of the most reactionary statements made 
in recent times by any public man irrespective of parties. 
The Tea Tax falls with the greatest severity on the poor. 
As an indirect tax it increases the price of tea by more 
than the amount of duty collected by the Treasury. 

and on earnings it is to be as severely condemned as the 
proposed food taxes that the Protectionists would 
introduce, and no Liberal who seeks to justify this unjust 
imposition can meet the Tariff Reformers with clean hands. 

Mr. Llovd George, in his concern for a due contribution 
from all classes, t rumps up the confused and ill-defined 
idea that taxat ion should be " according to menns. It 
is one of tin- wretched shibboleths which has become 
incorporated into the platform language of the politicians. 
Manifestly a distinction must be drawn between the man 
who obtains his means without any effort and the man 
who works for his living. We utterly fail to see how 
Mr. I.lovd George can reconcile his present at t i tude with 
his own vigorous and repeated denunciation of the 
system which enables landowners to take value they 
have never created and to enjoy the fruits of the labours 
of others. That value which the landowners enjoy 
to-day is a common fund and until it is exhausted the 
State is committing an immoral act in interfering with 
the earnings of individuals, any so-called principle of 
ability to pav notwithstanding. 

Liberal Pledges and the Free Breakfast Table. 

The Tea Duty is one of the Breakfast Table Duties which 
for nearly thirty years the Liberal Par ty has been pledged 
to abolish. 

The repeal of these duties was one of the reforms promised 
in the famous Newcastle programme, and it has been the 
stock-in-trade of the Liberai politician for a generation. 
The latest example of this repetition of party election cries 
comes from the new Solicitor-General for Scotland. Mr. 
A. M. Anderson, who, speaking a t Skelmorlie on the ISth 
December in the Govan by-election said :— 

The Government had not put a single penny on the 
food of the people. On the contrary, they had made a 
reduction from the duty on the tea and sugar, and they 
should never rest until the whole of the 10 millions of 
taxes which still affected the food of the people had 
been entirely removed and we had a free breakfast table. 
It will be difficult to square this statement with that 

made bv Mr. Llovd George. Neither in these words nor in 
any of the pledges made by Liberals to abolish the Breakfast 
Table Duties is there any understanding that the place of 
these duties was to be taken by some other form of taxation 
to be imposed upon the class that now pays these exactions. 
The repeal was absolutely unconditioned, and every true 
Liberal will warmly repudiate the dishonest juggling of 
one kind of burdensome taxation for another which Mr. 
Lloyd George has foreshadowed. 

This policy of the abolition of the Breakfast Table Duties 
was boldlv put forward twelve years ago by the present Lord 
Advocate", Mr. Alexander Ure, when speaking at Stoncyburn 
in July, 1899. He said :— 

The taxation of tea, coffee, tobacco, dried fruits, 
and other commodities at present paying customs 
duty should be entirely taken awav, and there should be 
no taxation upon these commodities. At present 
(1899) the income was something like eighty-eight millions, 
fifty of which was raised by indirect taxation—that 
is taxation upon tea and other commodities. Working 
men, who used as much if not more of these commodities, 
therefore yield the greater share of the taxation of the 
country. The extent of the. income which could be 
derived from land value taxation was enormous. 
The Land and Taxation Reform Memorial presented 

to the Government in May, 1911, and signed bv 17(i 
Members of Parliament is a clear mandate to Mr. Lloyd 
George when he conies to deal with the remaining duties 
on the food of the people. The substitute for them is 
the tax on land values. 
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London Poor and the Burden of Rates. 

According to L L O Y D ' S N E W S of 3rd December, Sir John 
Benn, the leader of the London Progressive party, speaking 
a t a weekly London County Council meeting, dealt with 
the question of the pressure of rates on the poorer classes 
of the County. Sir John gave figures showing how in the 
poorer boroughs rates were a t a much higher poundage 
than in the richer boroughs. Thus in Bermondsey rates 
are a t 9s. 3d. in the £, while in Hampstead they are at 
7s. fid. in the £. In Camberwell the poor rate is over 
Is. 2d. in the £, while in Westminster it is only 2^d. in the £. 
Sir John pleaded for equalisation of the rates as a remedy, 
i.e., t h a t a flat rate should be levied throughout the County 
of London. 

It is freely admit ted t h a t the burden of rates in the poorer 
districts is a crushing one, and falling as it does upon 
buildings and improvements is a very serious check upon 
industry. But there are streets in Westminster, with its 
low rate , where people are living under conditions as had as 
in the slums of Bermondsey, with its high rate. The mere 
equalisation of the rates is therefore no remedy for existing 
evils. It will make no difference to the poor. We notice 
tha t the London Reform Union have made the equalisation 
proposal one of their chief planks, but they and the 
Progressives like Sir John Benn, who refuse to come out 
strongly on quite another aspect of the evils of the existing 
rating law, should get very short shrift at the hands of the 
ratepayers in the next London County Election. 

Election Pledges and Performance. 

Sir John Benn and Baron de Forest were returned by 
large majorit ies a t the last election as the representatives 
of Kennington and their chief proposal was the rat ing of 
land values as a means of making the owners of vacant 
land contribute and as a remedy for high rents and unemploy-
ment. Tha t was the pre-eminent and deciding issue in 
the campaign, but it is not recorded tha t anything has 
been done during the past 20 months by Sir John Benn 
to advocate in the Council the reform so urgently demanded 
by those who put him in power. There is, however, 
some faint sign of awakening on his part in the resolution 
he has tabled for the meeting of the Council on the 18th 
December. The resolution is to the effect :— 

That the Council do take into consideration the 
condition of London government, and that a special 
committee be appointed with instructions to report 
fully on its present conditions in relation to the rise 
in and the inequalities of rates, and to reforms recom-
mended by Royal Commission, Select Committee of 
Parl iament, or Bills introduced by Ministers of the Crown. 

No bet ter material could be placed before the London 
County Council than the report of the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons on the Land Values (Scotland) 
Bill, which recommended the complete exemption of all 
buildings and improvements from the burden of the rates 
and the rating of land values only. Partial and worthless 
schemes like "equal isat ion " were either entirely ignored or 
buried out of sight. 

The New Capital of India. 

By far the most important announcement made at the 
recent ceremonies at the Delhi Durbar was that concerning 
the transfer of the seat of Government from Calcutta to 
Delhi. The announcement has caused much surprise 
and raised much discussion as to the benefits or otherwise 
of the change. In the T I M E S of the 13th December, the 
official dispatches concerning the mat te r between the 
Government of India and Lord Crewe, the Secretary of 
State for Tndia, are reproduced. The following short 
extracts dealing with the rise of land values which is certain 

to take place at Delhi as a result of the transfer are 
interesting :— 

From the Government of India to Lord Crewe. 
Extrac t from par. 22. Cost of Scheme :— 

In connexion with a general enhancement of land 
values, which would ensue at Delhi as a result of the 
transfer, we should endeavour to secure some part of 
the increment value, which at Calcutta has gone into 
the pockets of the landlords. Other assets which 
would form a set-off to the expenditure would be the 
great rise of Government land at Delhi and its neighbour-
hood. 
From Lord Crewe to the Government of India. 
Extract from par. 13. Financial Considerations :— 

. . . . as regards the particular case of Delhi, 
assuring you tha t my full sympathy will be extended to 
any efforts you may make to prevent holding-up against 
Government of land which you may find it necessary 
to secure for public purposes. 
Meanwhile, according to the DAILY* N E W S of 13th 

December, the Government has acquired the Durbar 
area on markedly easy terms. Practically all the land 
now covered with tents will form the site of a new city, 
which will be as perfect as experience gained in other 
centres can make it. Some land is likely to be reserved 
for the ruling chiefs who may desire to own houses there. 

The Government of India may have ensured tha t the 
increased land values of the land they have purchased 
shall not go into the pockets of the landowners, but without 
the Taxation of Land Values they cannot prevent the owners 
of the surrounding land from reaping a rich harvest of 
community-created wealt h. 

Evidences of a land boom are quickly coming to hand. 
A message from the D A I L Y M A I L ' S Calcutta correspondent 
on December 18th states tha t : " Since the announcement 
by the King at the Durbar last Tuesday that Delhi was to 
be the capital of India instead of Calcutta, land at Delhi 
has increased to four times its former value." 

The Housing and Town Planning Act. 
The Local Government Board have issued an interesting 

Memorandum (Cd. 5953, Price Hd. ) relative to the operation 
of the Housing, Town Planning, &c. Act, 1909, and the 
earlier Housing Acts as amended by that Act. The 
Memorandum describes the provisions of the Act and gives 
a record of the results that have been achieved. The 
information shows that out of some 1,840 local authorities 
in England and Wales about 400 authorities took action 
under Section 15 of the Act. which gives the authorities 
power of special entry to inspect any house to which Section 
15 applies, and. where they find the implied obligation 
not complied with, to serve notice on the landlord requiring 
him to execute such specified works as they may think 
necessary to render the house reasonably fit for habitation. 
The landlord has a right to appeal to the Local Government 
Board within 21 days after receipt of the notice : but. 
subject to this, he must carry out the works required, and 
in default of his doing so, the local authori ty are empowered 
to execute the works at his expense. The landlords have 
also powers to close their houses instead of complying 
with the notices. The result lias been that in the 400 local 
authorities 18.869 notices were served, in 11.649 cases 
the notices were complied with, in 679 cases the houses 
were closed, in 40 cases the works were executed in default 
of the landlord, and 6.082 cases remained to be disposed of. 

Under Sections 17 and 18 of the Act provision is made by 
way of closing and demolition orders, for dealing with those 
dwelling-houses which are represented to the local authori ty 
to be " in a s tate so dangerous or injurious to health as to 
be unfit for human habitat ion." Action under these 
sections is not limited to houses coming within the rental 
or other limits of Section 15. If the house is rendered 
fit for habitation after the closing order is made, the local 
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authori ty are required to determine the order ; but failing 
this, they are authorised to make an order for the demolition 
of the house on the grounds referred to in Section 18 (2). 
During the year ended 31st March, 1911, about 440 local 
authorities took action under sections 17 and 18 of the Act, 
with the result that 17,940 houses were made lit for habitation 
or closed or demolished voluntarily without the issue of a 
closing o rde r ; closing orders were made in respect of 
(1.865 houses ; closing orders were determined in respect 
of 982 houses ; and demolition orders were made in respect 
of 850 houses. 

Improvement Schemes and Workmen's Dwellings. 
Since the passing of the Act of 1909 the Local Government 

Board have confirmed two improvement schemes at 
Exeter and Portsmouth under Part I. of the Act of 1890, 
and have considered and come to a general decision upon 
the Tabard Street, &c. scheme of the London County 
Council under tha t part . The Board have also, under the 
powers of Section 4 of the Housing of the Working Classes 
Act, 1903, made an order requiring an urban district 
council to make a scheme for the improvement of an area 
in their district. 

As to the provision of houses for the working classes, 
information is obtained from a table published in the 
Memorandum showing the loans sanctioned to local 
authorities for the purposes of the purchase of land and 
the erection of houses under Par t I I I . of the Housing 
of the Working Classes Act, 1890. From the 1st January, 
1909 to 31st October. 47 authorities were given power 
to raise loans to the amount of £260.757 for the erection 
of 1.156 houses, and the Board have under consideration 
applications from 36 authorities for sanction to loans 
amounting to £185,300. In no case have the Board had 
submitted to them an order for the compulsory acquisition 
of land under the powers conferred by the Act. 

The Failure of Public Charity. 
The Housing and Town Planning Act has had many 

extravagant claims made in its favour, but one only needs 
to read this Memorandum to see it is no solution of the 
grave problems of overcrowding and slum life. Disgraceful 
housing conditions exist in every town and village 
throughout the country, and this Act, so far as England and 
Wales is concerned, has only affected a mere handful of 
houses in 400 out of the 1.840 local authorities. Some 
houses have certainly been made " fit for habitation 
according to some arbitrary standard of " fitne.ss. But 
the general principle of the Act is no different from the 
general principle of most of the recent legislation introduced 
in the name of " social reform." It tells men to find out 
how the poor live, to investigate their hardships and then 
to devise schemes to forbid their occupying and using houses 
which will damage their health because the rain comes 
in or the drainage is bad. It is charitable work of a public-
nature which, like private charity, must fail to have any 
effect. For where are men to live who get anything from 
15s. to 25s. a week ? Where can those people dwell who 
are forced to send their children into the streets to sell 
papers or trade in other ways ? They can enjoy no 
comforts of any kind and they can afford nothing 
better than the very worst kind of house room. Drive 
them by closing or demolition orders from one part 
of the town and they are obliged to ciowd elsewhere 
in order to be able to pay the inevitable rent out of 
their scanty earnings. This is the storv of every slum 
clearance that has been carried out, and when the local 
authorities t ry to meet the problem by building houses at 
their own cost for the working classes they find that they 
cannot profitably let them to the poor, who look for decent 
shelter. The price of land and the rates which have to be 
levied on the buildings effectively prevents the houses 
being let at low rents. Legislation like the Housing and 
Town Planning Act takes poverty for granted. It does not 

seek the cause of poverty. It is blind to the fact that there 
is a reason and a remedy for low wages. It refuses to put 
the " working class " in a position to provide for itsclfjandjto 
live in proper surroundings paid for out of high wages. 
The t ru th is that the classes who produce wealth are being 
robbed day by day by the land monopolist, and the Mousing 
and Town Planning Act is a part of that legislation which 
on the face of it condones and perpetuates t hat robbery. 

The Rating System and Housing. 
It is interesting to note that where houses arc closed 

or demolished, tiie local authori ty must, according to 
the present law, suspend the rates which arc levied in 
respect of such properties. The owners, therefore, are 
easily reconciled to the interference of local authorities. 
The exemption from rates is a most vicious principle, for 
it not only encourages owners to speculate with the land 
on which the houses tire or have been standing, but it 
most unjust ly relieves them from their contribution to the 
public revenue. If the local authority, instead of taking 
arbitrary steps with the property of individuals, would 
only look af ter the property tha t belongs to the public, 
none of these evils and abuses could exist. The public 
property we indicate is manifestly the value of the land 
which is due to the existence of the community. The 
value of the land is the only just basis for the collection 
of public revenues, and if land values were rated and taxed 
there could be no exemption in favour of landowners who 
withheld their land or closed their properties or kept 
insanitary dwellings in anticipation of a fabulous price 
being paid for them under a clearance scheme. The 
effects of the reform are far-reaching, for it involves the 
abolition of the existing rates upon buildings and improve-
ments, the abolition of taxes on trade and exchange, and 
the encouragement of everyone to make the best use of 
land. The obligation to pay rates and taxes upon land 
according to its value, whether land was used or not, would 
be a sufficient incentive to every man who has the control 
over land to see that it was fully developed. Town and 
country would be freed from the grasp of the monopolist 
and the speculator ; everywhere land would come into use 
with the natural result that wages would rise immediately 
and remain high. Under such conditions it would be as 
ridiculous to make special provision for the " working 
classes " and to condemn or approve their houses or their 
clothes or anything that belongs to them, as it would be 
to-day to play the grandmother to the leisured class and 
to those who are in receipt of high salaries and good wages. 

Unionist Proposals. 
Commenting in its issue of the 9th December on the new-

Unionist Housing Policy, the D A I L Y X K W S has clearly 
shown the folly of a t tempt ing any reform of housing 

i conditions which is not based on the rating and taxation of 
land values. The Liberal Housing Acts have been futile, 
but the legislation which the Unionist party would introduce 
(and which they have formulated in a Hill) must be most 
severely condemned as a barefaced proposal to give 
gratuitous endowment to the owners of slum property. 
It is actually suggested that £1,000,(KK) a year be paid 
out of the Consolidated Fund to be applied in assisting 
local authorities with slum clearances and also in housing 
schemes in rural districts where such schemes can only be 
carried out at a loss if rents are charged which working 
men in these districts can afford to pay. If it was desired 
to pass an act with the express object of establishing slum 
areas, nothing could be more effective than a proposal of 
this nature. We do not give a bonus to men who cause 
death by selling diseased meat. We fine them severely. And 
the people who maintain the breeding ground of every 
epidemic should be fined severely in like manner. But the 
parties who own insanitary dwellings and overcrowded areas 
are, under the Unionist proposals, to be rewarded by a grant 
out of the general taxation of the country ! 



188 January, 1912, 

" O U R P O L I C Y . " 

" We would s imply t ake for the communi ty w h a t belongs to 
t he communi ty—the va lue t h a t a t t a c h e s to land by the growth 
of t h e communi ty ; leave sacred ly to the ind iv idua l all t h a t 
belongs to the individual ."—Henry George. 

THE YAWNING CHASM. 

It is customary at the eve of a New Year to survey the 
past and make resolutions us regards the future. The 
year 1911 will always be memorable as that in which 
greater liberty was made possible by the curtailment of 
the power of the House of Lords. The citadel of privilege ' 
which so long hud defied the will of politicians fell before ; 
the will of the people when it withstood their demand for 
an instalment of economic justice. There would have 
been no rejection of the Budget but for the issue raised 
by the land clauses, and no two subsequent victories 
to humble the Lords. The first fruits of this achievement 
will be that the old stock-in-trade of the Liberal party will 
be cleared out of the window, and the firm must needs go 
out of business or find fresh wares. Hence the year 1912 
is destined to mark the beginning of a new era. The days 
of promise without performance are numbered, and in 
future politicians will have to deliver the goods. We 
are on the eve of days of greater reality, the atmosphere 
will become more democratic, and more clear cut will be 
the line of cleavage between parties, and more fundamental 
the issues on which the fight will be waged. The Tory 
party has been quick to realise the altered circumstances. 
The retirement of Mr. Balfour front leadership of the 
Conservative Party, and the election of Mr. Bonar Law 
means far more than the substitution of one personality 
for another. The aristocrat has been ousted by the hard-
ware merchant, because the rank and file asserted themselves 
and let it be understood that they were no longer going to 
do the work of making an issue for their party to see it ! 
set aside on every crucial occasion by a subtle casuist. 
So they have nailed to the mast-head the .lolly Roger, 
with Protection and Land Purchase for skull and thigh-
bones, and now sail the seas under a captain who can be 
trusted to lay them alongside the honest merchantman. 

There is a rapidly growing number of men amongst the 
ranks uf land value taxers who think that the time has come 
when a like endeavour should be made to come to a more 
definite understanding with the mandarins of the Liberal 
party. They argue that the cause they have promoted 
has kept Scotland solid for the Liberal party and saved the 
situation in the industrial centres of the North of England, 
and so provided the Government with a majority. They 
ask why they should prevent a fiasco at Kilmarnock and 
Keighley, and then not be wanted at South Somerset 
because it was thought by party officials that their presence 
would be an embarrassment. They are impatient at making 
the issue when votes are obviously to be gained, and seeing 

that issue utterly ignored by Ministers, whilst every 
trumpery palliative is proclaimed to be " a great social 
reform." This spirit has become manifest for a reason 
which makes it thoroughly understandable. When the 
Budget of 1909 was introduced, land value taxers were 
bitterly disappointed that the popular demand for a general 
tax on land values oil sound constructive lines had been 
ignored in favour of the concept of Prussian bureaucrats, 
but found adequate compensation in the fact that their 
principle was. being affirmed and that an immediate 
valuation of land was to be demanded from owners. 
When the Chancellor of the Exchequer substituted a State 
Valuation for the Owner's Valuation, though there were 
grave misgivings, his assurance was accepted that nothing 
more than a change of method was involved. But now 
tlmt the principle is being set aside, and it is becoming 
clear that the Valuation by State officials is likely to be 
long delayed and that it may culminate in a colossal fiasco, 
those who surrendered their judgment are adopting a more 
critical attitude. This sentiment of dissatisfaction was 
recorded at the great Conference at Glasgow in September, 
and at the subsequent Convention of Scottish Liberal 
Associations. 

We record this unrest in our ranks in order to point out 
what appears to be the position which confronts us. Land 
value taxers are the last to underestimate the difficulties 
of the Government, but they do not intend to allow 
difficulties of the Government's own making to be set forth 
as evidence of the impracticability of Land Value Taxation. 
They fully realise how natural it is that a reform so far 
removed from the ordinary palliative measures that 
delight politicians should confound them by its simplicity. 
Land value taxers are not unduly impatient, or foolishly 
exacting as regards details, but what they demand is 
full and convincing proof that the party they support is 
with them in principle and is moving towards their goal 

The time is fast approaching when this question will be 
decided ns to the bona-fides of official Liberals. Since 
the deposition of Mr. Balfour the leaders of the Tory party 
have pronounced that Tariff Reform, and Peasant Proprietor-
ship by way of land purchase, are to constitute the 
programme to be set against Free Trade and Land Value 
Taxation. What is to lie the reply of official Liberals 
to this challenge > Are they going to set against it the 
exclusion of rural land from taxation, and the establishment 
of small holders by way of land purchase by County 
Councils Are they going to set one fraud against another 
—the purchase of land at monopoly prices and the 
establishment of County Council tenants as slaves of the 
soil, against the same operation for the establishment of 
peasants, who in half a century, or their heirs, may become 
owners. To-day landlords are being endowed, and County 
Council tenants established on the basis of paying twice the 
rent the land previously brought, including the manage-
ment expenses of their municipal landlords and rates on 
top of this rent. From such a system there can be only 
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oue outcome—bankrupt County Council tenants will in 
the last resource obey their T o n landlords and demand 
a tariff, the operation of which would entail their final 
extinction. Xo such narrow line of cleavage presented 
itself to the great man to whose steadfastness of principle 
the Liberal par ty owes its existence to-day. At Leeds in 
1903, .Sir Henry Campbell Bannernian said :-

" Let the value of land he assessed independently 
of the buildings upon it and upon such valuation let 
contribution be made to those public services which 
create the value. This is not to disturb the balance 
of equity, but to redress it. There is no unfairness in it. 
The unfairness is in the present state of things. Why 
should one man reap what another man sows? Wo 
would give to the landowner all tha t is his. but we would 
prevent him taking something which belongs to other 
people. Here you have perhaps the clearest example 
in present politics, of the cardinal abiding and necessary 
difference between the Liberal par ty and our opponents. 
I t is here tha t lies the chasm yawning between us 
a thwart almost every public question.' ' 
Wo too say that a great chasm yawns between true 

Liberalism and Toryism on this issue which lias now come 
up for decision, at any rate so far as principle is concerned. 
We are out to fight for the rights of the people, to establish 
them in the ownership of their heritage. The landlords 
say, " Buv us out " as brigands, who arc holding a captive 
to ransom. The reply to that challenge is Tax theni 
out "—so tha t the captives may come by their liberty. 
Put rural land outside the scope of Land Value Taxation 
and almost the whole case for this reform as the only measure 
bv which t he betterment of social conditions can be achieved 
falls to the ground. The forcing of every idle acre of value 
into use by taxation would so open up the great primary 
source of wealth production to labour that unemployment 
would vanish and wages rise, and in no other way can this 
object be achieved. Proclaim that the 1,000,000 acres 
of land within urban districts arc alono to be dealt with 
and that the 70,000.<MXi acres outside are to be regarded 
as the sacrosanct preserve of monopoly, and Land Value 
Tax;.'->n no longer conveys a message of deliverance to 
those in bondage. 

This issue will provide the test and according as the 
Liberal par ty meets the Tory demand for land purchase 
will it be judged by those who to-day an- keeping its flag 
Hving t r iumphantly where it will first fall if Whig 
opportunism be preferred t<> Liberal principle. The issue 
as a t present put forward by officialism i s : A Tea Tax. 
or a Bread Tax ; Smallholders enslaved by Kent, or Peasant 
Proprietors enslaved by Interest. 

There may be here a geographical line sufficient to divide 
front Iwnches. but no yawning chasm of principle such 
as in t ru th divides Liberalism and Toryism. On the other 
hand we have in the Land and Taxation Reform Memorial 
presented to the Government by I7K Lilwral and Labour 
members the true alternative policy to that adumbrated 
bv the Tory Par ty , and one that formulates the greatest 
economic reform presented since the abolition of Protection. 

The work before land value taxers in the coming year 
must be to gain popular support for the policy of the 
memorial ; to proclaim first principles, to reach with them 

the people, and in due course the light will spread into the 
dark places where statesmen have their political being. 

R. L. <>. 
[ The above words were set up in type before Ihe result of 

the North .1 i/rsliire hi/ election toas announced] 

A WEAKENING IN PRINCIPLE. 

We publish elsewhere TIN' D A I L Y N K W S leading (article 
which ablv criticises tin' Unionist housing scheme, 
and generallv commend the views expressed by our 
contemporary. It is unfor tunate however, that the 
N E W S advocates that onlv a part of local revenues be 
derived from the rating of site values, the remainder 
to c o m e " from some <>r other of those many local taxes 
which are at the disposal of foreign local authorities. ' 
The justification for rating site values is that site values 
belong to the eommunity and on this moral basis site values 
are the proper source of all public revenue. It would be 
interesting to know what the " m a n y local t a x e s " are 
which should be raised in preference to taking all local 
revenue from land values. They can only be taxes on 
trade or enterprise or industry of some kind, and they 
cannot justlv be defended. This a t t i tude of the D A I L Y 
N E W S is a retrogression from the position taken up in 1903. 
In its issue of 23rd November of t h a t year it said:— 

Two points remain for consideration before our survey 
is com plete, and it will be enough just now to indicate 
them briefly. Should the new plan proceed by adding 
to the existing rates a fresh charge based on site values, 
limited to Is. or 2s.. oi whatever it may be in the £ ? 
Or should it frankly propose tin complete transfer of 
all rates to site values, the whole to be accomplished, 
if it be desired, by a series of instalments within a specified 
period ? Up to the present it has been widely and. 
perhaps, rather hastily, assumed that the former method 
was the accepted one. Tt is by no means clear, however, 
that the partial scheme will raise less opposition than the 
complete one. and bearing in mind the great adv antages 
of having a well-defined and intelligible fighting issue, and 
the manifest superiority of the single rating scheme 
to the composite one, the Progressive par ty may well 
elect to press for site value rating in its integrity. 
As a sequel to the above-mentioned article an interesting 

scries of " letters to the Editor " were published in the 
D A I L Y N E W S , extending over A week. They showed in 
a most gratifying degree the strength of sentiment in the 
country behind the movement for the rating of land values. 

THE NORTH AYRSHIRE AND GOVAN 
BY-ELECTIONS. 

A GOVERNMENT DEFEAT. 
A by-election took place in Nor th Ayrshire on December 

2l»th I " fill t he vacancy caused by t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of 
Mr. A. M. Anderson. i\.<'., t o be Solicitor-General for 
Scot land. T h e polling resulted as follows, H Liberal 
m a j o r i t y of .'154 being conver ted into n Unionis t m a j o r i t y 
of 271 :— 

< upturn I). E. ( ampbel l (U.) . . 7,318 
Mr. A. M. Anderson. K.C. (L. ) . . 7.047 

Unionist m a j o r i t y . . 271 

Poll inc look place on December 22nd in t he Govan 
Division of Lanarkshi re for the election of a m e m b e r of 
Parl iament in room of Mr. William H u n t e r . K.C., who 
vacated t h e seat on his appo in tmen t as a . ludge of t he 
Court of Session. T h e result was declared as follows :— 

David T . Holmes (L.) . . . . 7,508 
George Bal four (U.) 6,522 

Liberal m a j o r i t y . . 986 
C 
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THE CRY OF THE OPPRESSED. 

We h a v e pleasure in publ ishing tlie fol lowing paper , which 
was recent ly road by a m e m b e r of t he English League to t he 
" Young People ' s Society of Chris t ian E n d e a v o u r " a t E a s t -
bourne . I t is a good example of t he line of advocacy which 
we aro glad to know is being increasingly used by some of 
our f r iends in app rop r i a t e circles. T h e lecturer is a nursery-
m a n , and ur> ac t ive helper in t h e Land Values m o v e m e n t , 
whose pen has o f ten rendered good service t o t he cause. 

" W h a t in m e is durk 
I l lumine, wha t is low raise and s u p p o r t ; 
T h a t to t he he igh t of th is g r ea t a r g u m e n t 
I may assert Eternal Providence 
And jus t i fy t h e ways of God to m e n . " 

MII .TON. 

" T h o u 1 utHt (Tented all filings, for T h y pleasure, they are 
and were c r e a t e d . " — R e v . iv., 11. 

It m a y be—should b e — t h a t when we see a l i t t le child, 
or any of the unsull ied works of God ' s creat ion, we are filled 
with an in tense longing t h a t nil orout ion should give pleasure. 
T h a t wan why t h e y were c rea ted ; it was " our Heavenly 
F a t h e r ' s p leasure ." Wc net. too o f t en on the a s sumpt ion 
t h a t H e is not the s ame yes t e rday , t o -day und for ever. Wc 
th row over f a i t h in H e b . xiii., 9, a n d p a y little heed to w h a t 
takes i ts place. B u t t h a t " nil t i l ings " do no t give pleasure 
is vividly s t a t ed in t h e marg in of I s a i ah v.. 7. We find 
whore God looked for the " p l a n t of His p l e a s u r e s " Ho 
beheld a " scab." 

We find var ious references in t he Bible, where God. in 
looking oil t he world, said, " I will k n o w . " " I have h e a r d . " 
" I have seen ." The people " cried, and their cry came unto 
God." It is well to not ice the people g roaned ; it does nol 
say here, t o God. T h e y were too oppressed to look up : and 
yet He heard. T h e c ry of t he oppressed goes u p to -day . 
H e looks for just ice b u t beholds oppression—beholds a scab. 

W h a t was t he pa r t i cu la r fo rm of oppression, which 
mer i ted this terr ible s t ig ina ? I n I sa iah v. , 8, we have i t , 
where a woe is p ronounced aga ins t those who " join house 
to house, a n d field to field till t he r e be no p lace . " In Micali 
ii., 2. " They cocci fields and tahe them." Amos gives unde r 
the heading of " Mighty Sins," " Manifold Transgress ions " 
( terms n o t here appl ied t o idola t ry) " t r ead ing on the poor . " 
" t a k i n g burdens of w h e a t , " a n d even " p a n t i n g in tlieir 
j^roed for the ve ry d u s t of the e a r t h oil t he head of the poor . " 

T h e oppressed Israelites cried once to Neheiniah. It 
appears t h a t there had been a t ime of great dis tress —people 
wi th large families found it impossible even to provide bread 
and m u c h less to p a y the King ' s taxes . T h e y in the i r 
dis tress had applied to t he nobles, a n d borrowed money by 
mor tgag ing their hinds. The in teres t was so high tha t they 
could not pay it ; they found themselves, wi th what to-day-
is called a foreclosure. Tho nobles s tepped in and took the 
lot. T h e people found themselves working on their oicn 
lands, but for other people the nobles. 

T h e land which God had given t h e m lied passed f rom 
t h e m , and thoy and thoir chi ldren wore in bondage . They 
could not help themselves . T h e y saw tha t their children 
to all genera t ions would be s laves t o t h e landowners . They 
could never got it buck, because t h e y said "other people 
had their laiuis." A professor of political economy might 
have spen t voars in inves t iga t ing the cause of tlieir bondage, 
but the people knew. T h e y knew then , what we are surely 
learning now. Note what Nehamiah did : " He consulted 
wi th "himself " - rebuked the nobles, charged them wi th 
usury before the great assembly and asked t h e m to restore 
the lauds : which they did. Before leaving Nehemial i , and 
compar ing the cry of t he oppressed in t h e yea r li.r. 445 
with t h e Htmic c ry in t he yea r A.D. 1911, it is well to s t a t e 
tlmt Neliemiuh was ac t ing s t r ic t ly in tho spirit of the Mosaic 
Law. which h a d been given nea r ly a t h o u s a n d years before. 
Nehe in iah could qui te apprec ia te the plea of tlie poor people 
when tlioy said " our flesn is a s tlioir flesh and our children 
as thoi r children, and yet, we are in bondage to our b r e th r en . " 

T o know how to deal wi th land monopoly , t h e root cause 
of p o v e r t y . He had no need to go to Baby lon or even down 
to E g y p t , 

Speaking of t he Law of Moses, the late Henry George 
wrote : " Moses depicted a Commonwea l th , whose ideal 
it was tha t every m a n should sit under his own vine and 
tic tree, wi th none to vex him. A commonwea l th in wliich 

none should be condemned to ceaseless toil, in which even 
for t h e beas t of bu rden there was rest . A commonwea l th 
in which the family affect ions m i g h t b ind each member 
in to a living whole." The law of Moses in terposed. At 
every po in t i ts barriers t o t he selfish greed t h a t , if left 
unchecked, will surely separa te m e n in to rul ing classes and 
ruled classes ; millionaires and t r a m p s , leisured classes and 
labouring classes. I t s S a b b a t h d a y and S a b b a t h yeur 
secured t o t he lowliest, rest and leisure. W i t h t h e blast of 
t he t r u m p e t a t .Jubilee, the slave goes free a n d a re-division 
of land secures again to the lowliest, his fair share in the 
Bounty of t he Crea tor—everywhere—in eve ry th ing the 
d o m i n a n t idea is t h a t of our homely p h r a s e — " live and 
let l ive." 

Under the Mosaic Law, land t ha t had been p a r t e d with 
under stress of c i rcumstances, was r e tu rned f ree a t Jubi lee . 
I n th is coun t ry we reverse t h a t law, and a t t he end of the 
term of years the land goes back to t he landowner , together 
with the labours of t he t enan t . 

A Chris t ian worker visi t ing a poor l i t t le home, t o see if 
lie can be of service t o t he inmates , is m e t on the tlireshold 
with t he spect re of grim pover ty . Tlie m a n inside is o u t of 
work, his chi ldren are being slowly s t a rved before his eyes, 
his wife is ou t a t work (this is n o t in China or Ind ia , bu t in 
this count ry) . Tlie m a n feels his posi t ion keenly, his whole 
being w r a p t in hoping to be able to work for his fami ly , and 
lie angri ly re jec t s your " Good News . " J u d g i n g God by 
the selfishness of men, lie b i t ter ly re jec ts Christ . H e will 
tell you of " how lie lost his last j ob , " how his home lias been 
broken up , his club run out . All he asks of his fel low-men 
is an o p p o r t u n i t y to work, t o earn his bread b y t h e sweat 
of liis brow, a n d with all our Churches und all our civilisation 
he canno t get it. 

Thousands and thousands of the workers in every c o u n t r y 
are in this plight every year . I t lias been going on for years . 
Means wi thou t end a r e being devised to p a t c h u p the wrecks 
t h a t are m a d e — b u t none provide h im wi th n a t u r a l labour 
to prevent h im f rom fall ing. 

Yet we have had our Nehemiahs . Men who " consul ted 
wi th themselves and rebuked t h e nobles ." Men of whom 
this na t ion was no t w o r t h y have p ro tes ted all down t h e ages 
against t h e robbery of the people 's lands. I t is most 
i m p o r t a n t to notice here one difference. I n Nehemial i ' s 
case, t he lands were pa r t ed wi th b y t h e people, b y the i r 
own ac t . in time of stress. And y e t t hey were res tored. 
I n our d a y and our own coun t ry t he land has no t been 
par ted wi th b y the people b y their own ac t , b u t has been 
t aken f r o m t h e m b y force and f r aud . 

We have had our Xeliemialis, some we bu rned , o thers 
were l iung. d r awn and quar te red , were executed on Tower 
Hill, were shot . We have paid no heed to t h e m as a na t ion . 
Their m e m o r y is still held in esteem by some who liave no 
pract ical s y m p a t h y wi th the cause for which t h e y died. 
Bishop La t imer was one. H e charged the nobles with 
enslaving the people. He told the Church of his d a y " tha t 
if t hey w i shed to gild Christ in their Churches—to sec to it 
tha t before their eyes people died no t of s t a r v a t i o n . " Bishop 
Lat imer died nt the s take . Lord P ro tec to r Somerse t did 
his u t m o s t to restore t he commons to the people, because 
he saw it was producing misery and miemploymen t . H e 
caused an enqui ry to bo made , as to how the land had been 
t aken f rom the people. He was executed amid the tears 
of the populace. 

Ger ra rd Wins ta idey . one of the leaders of t he digger 
m o v e m e n t , led some huidlcss men to some was te ground 
in Surroy. There t hey commenced t o dig and as t hey worked 
they sang. 

" S tand u p now diggers all ; t he gen t ry are all a round . 
" Thei r wisdom's so profound to c h e a t us of our g round . " 

T h e diggers were shot down and the i r leader sen t to the 
Tower . 

H a s the Christian Church no th ing to say on behalf of t he 
mail in despair ? Noth ing t o say t o t he oppressor ?—or 
ra ther , are we not by our silence agreeing wi th t he oppressor? 
Is there no modern E l ihu , who " lias yet words to speak on 
God 's behalf " ? T h e fear of persecut ion m a y have some-
th ing t o do wi th the silence or t he feebleness of t h e protes t . 
Worship regularly in a n y place you like to -day . or even 
s t a n d a t the street corners and very l i t t le persecut ion, if any . 
will come your way. All the land" monopolis t w a n t s is to be 
let alone, and he will let you alone. H e will subscr ibe to 
your Church. Bu t , s imply seek t o secure, for eve ry child 
that, is born , an equal right to t h e f ree gif ts of t he Crea to r , 
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toll the na t ion t ha t t he land was in tended bv Cod for the 
u«f of t he people, and not to he the sport of' the rich, and 
you will find ve ry real persecution. Your goods will not 
be wan ted , your services may be dispensed with . Open 
your m o u t h for t he oppressed and vou are marked for 
des t ruc t ion . 

The Christ ian Church lia* no th ing to do with being a 
divider of weal th : bu t it bits a mission to the conscience of 
the na t ion . T h e Church has no right wha tever to listen to 
a compromise. A sin t ha t is a lmost universal , is none Un-
less a sill. P o v e r t y on God 's rich ea r th is a crime. Hut it 
is 110 cr ime t o be poor. I t is the veriest b lasphemy to assert 
t h a t God has not m a d e ample provision for all the people 
to l ive—and live t o o - n o t 011 the bordors of s t a rva t ion , 
but 111 comfor t . 

One m a n , it lias been proved, can produce in one year . 
011 as m u c h land as be can cul t iva te , food sufficient", not 
only for himself but for n ine others . With broad acres 11II 
a round given to spor t , men are unemployed because they 
canno t h a v e access to t he fields f rom which their forefa thers 
were d r iven . 

I11 a f u t u r e s ta te , of course, we know there will be great 
change : t he first here will be last there . H u t this is m a n ' s 
day . W e have a round us a b u n d a n t mater ia l for nil to live 
comfor t ab ly by the i r own labour. I t is folly to say this has 
no th ing to do wi th us— it lias all t o do with iis !- t he honour 
of the Crea tor is concerned. W e are his witnesses. T h e 
soul of t h a t m a n is a t s t ake—he w a n t s none of your char i ty ; 
all be w a n t s is just ice, just a little of God 's ea r th to live and 
work 011. 

T h e r ich 
When 

' r ich m a n . too. is every bit as precious in God 's sight. 
1 Clirist told t he young man to go and sell all that be ,, go 

liHd and give to tho poor, it was not so much the poor just 
then t ha t our Lord was concerned abou t ; it was t he young 
man . He saw 11 soul in danger of being s t rangled by riches. 
W r know many such, and have corresponding responsibil i ty. 

The inqu i ry going 011 in t he press as to what to d o with 
Golf Caddies a f t e r they leave the links at 17 is simply a 
s y m p t o m of the danger of land monopoly . Land and 
labour enn bo th be more prof i tably employed t h a n in sport . 

The Church as a Church does n o t open its m o u t h to -day 
for t h e d u m b and those who are oppressed at least, not 
the oppressed at home. Too of ten it fears t o give offence, o r 
is found itself a m o n g t h e rich owners of t he people 's l and . 

And ye t t he vast m a j o r i t y of the people of these islands 
have no right wha teve r to their na t ive land, save to walk 
the s t reets . F r o m thousands and thousands of homes goes 
u p the cry of the oppressed. F a r worse in every detai l t han 
tha t which obta ined in Nel iemiah 's day . T h e cries are 
enter ing in to the ears of t he Lord of Sabao th . T h e warnings 
of J a m e s to the rich a re hushed : t he rich and the poor 
perish toge ther , not because t he Church is lacking in 
proacliiiig the Gospel -this she ought to have done- and not 
to have lef t the o ther (e lementary principles of just ice) 
undone. 

H e n r y < j£orge spen t his life in showing how the injust ice, 
which a f t e r all is an accumula t ion of centur ies of wrong, 
might be remedied in a m a n n e r so gentle in i ts working, 
so just in its principles, so simple in its pract ise, with no 
injust ice t o the rich, and yet of untold benefit to t he race. 
Founded , too, on na tu ra l law and in full accord with t he 
teaching of .Scripture, he and his wri t ings have been m e t 
with a conspiracy of silence. H e was one of our -Neheminh.s. 
He rebuked the nobles and was loaded with abuse. How-
ever. to -day the cause which was so dear to his heart is 
gaining ground in every part of the world. Na t ions are 
beginning to realise t ha t we have had a prophet amongs t us. 
T h e cry of t h e oppressed is not to be met wi th this or t ha t 
policy : by the artificial division of weal th or restrict ion 
of t r ade or the control l ing of it by new machinery . T h e 
remedy lies in a simple act of supreme just ice :—The 
admission t h a t every m a n . woman and child lias an inalien-
able r igh t t o live and to use God's ear th . 

H e n r y George, in closing his great book I'KOUKESS A_S I > 
POVERTY, wri tes : " T h e t r u t h 1 have tried to m a k e elenr 
will not find easy acceptance. If tha t could bo. it would 
never h a v e been obscured. But it will find f r iends who will 
toil for it ; suffer for it—if need be die for it. This is the 
power of Truth. Look around to-day. Lo : here, now, in 
our civilised society, t he old allegories are t rue . I n t o t he 
valley of tl ie shadow of d e a t h y e t of ten leads the pa th of 
d u t y , th rough the s t ree ts of Van i ty Fa i r walk Christ ian 
ancf F a i t h f u l , and on Grea thea r t ' s a r m o u r ring the clanging 

blows. How they call, and call, till t he heart swells that, 
hear t h e m ! ! S t rong souls of high endeavour , t he world 
needs you note. Iron wheels still go over t he good a n d t rue 
t ha t might spr ing f rom htuiuin lives. A n a they fight, 
though they m a y not know each o ther—somewhere , some-
t ime, will the miister roll lie ca l led ." 

F . G . M I L X E U . 

TINKERING AT A GRAVE SOCIAL PROBLEM. 

I11 their report for the year ended June 30th last, recently 
issued, the St. l 'ancras Distress Committee state that their 
chief trouble has been their inability to find employment 
for more than a small proportion of applicants, though fewer 
applications were received lust year than in any vear since 
liMMi-7. Many families had entirely lost their homes before 
making application, while over 80 per cent, occupied not 
more than two rooms. 

The committee earnestly hope that they may not be 
appointed for another year without having more powers 
given them to drain their " stagnant pools," or to join 
together the disconnected ends of the industrial svstem. 

Altogether," the report concludes, " in surveying the 
human material on which the committee have to work, 
there is much room for despondency. The women have no 
special skill. The men are mostly in the prime of life, but 
have got into blind alleys in which there seems 110 opening 
for light ; their rents are high ; they occupy one, or at 
most two, rooms ; many of them have been on the register 
again and again : they have entered their names on the 
books of the committee, and out of 1,456 registered, only 
350 have been given work. It is an unsatisfactory result. 
It looks like tinkering with a grave social problem. The 
committee feel, as they have felt for the last three years, 
that it is unfair to ask public men to give up so much of 
their time to gain acquaintance with some of the running 
sores of the society in which we live and to afford them 
neither the power nor the facilities to do anything towards 
a permanent cure." 

This is one more revelation of the cruel conditions under 
which the majority of the working classes have to live. 
It reminds us painfully of Thorold Rogers' statement that 
there is a condition of things in the east-ends of our great 
cities and towns that , for its misery and inhumanity, 
is unexampled not only in the history of our own country 
but in the history of the whole civilised world. It is a 
sickening story. Men, mainly in what should be the 
prime of life, are forced into blind alleys from which there 
seems no outlet. 

The members of this Committee arc disheartened, and 
no wonder. The need for reform is great.; vet there is no 
immediate prospect of relief. It is unfair, they say, and 
quite rightly, to be asked to devote time to gaining acquaint-
ance with the social condition of the people, while conscious 
of their inability to do anything towards effecting a per-
manent cure. 

There is one note continually running through these 
reports and this is that rents are high. Herein, we believe, 
lies the prime cause of the trouble. High rents mean low 
wages and poverty. And high rents mean more than this. 
They mean that opportunities for development are restricted 
and workers thereby denied the opportunity of employment. 

Politicians in a vague way are coming to recognise the 
connection between the land question and this grave social 
problem. Until the land question is settled these Distress 
Committees can do noth ing but t inker a t social conditions. 
They may investigate ; pu t the names of the victims on 
lists and subdivide them into sections : give occasional doles 
of soup, or an odd job or two at wood chopping ; but they 
will always be brought up against the stern reality of 
their inability to do anything towards a permanent cure. 
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LAND VALUES (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR THE ASCERTAINMENT 
OF LAND VALUES IN SCOTLAND, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES CONNECTED THEREWITH. 

Presented by Mr. James Dundas While, supported by Mr. 
Sutherland, Mr. Murray Macdonald, Mr. M'Galium, 
Mr. Charles /'rice, Mr. Watt, Colonel Greig, Mr. Godfrey 
Collins, and Mr. M'Galium Scott. [13 December, 1911.j 

MEMORANDUM. 
The object of this Bill is to prepare the way for the 

Unrating of houses and other improvements, so as to give 
free scope to building, agriculture, and all industrial 
enterprise, and for the adoption as the standard of rating 
of the market value of the land alone, so as to bring 
unused land into the market, and, by thus increasing 
the available supply of land, to reduce rents to their 
natural level. 

This change is particularly needed in Scotland, and the 
Scottish system of rat ing is of such a character t ha t the 
required valuations can readily be engrafted on it. 
Some progress has already been made in Scotland as 
regards the exemption of improvements from rating. 
Under the combined provisions of Section 6 of the Lands 
Valuation (Scotland) Act, 1854, and Section 6 (2) of the 
Crofters Holdings (Scotland) Act, 1886, the improve-
ments of the Scottish Crofters have been treated for more 
than thir ty years as exempt from rating. The Lands 
Valuation (Scotland) Amendment Act, 1895, in bringing 
within the scope of rat ing certain " erections or structural 
improvements " not hitherto included, exempted these 
which were " for agricultural purposes," and this has 
now been applied to " landholders " under the Small 
Landholders (Scotland) Act, 1911, by Section 31 of t ha t 
measure. Under the Lands Valuation (Scotland) 
Amendment Act, 1902, certain classes of machinery are 
rate-free. 

The new valuations here provided for are designed 
to facilitate the nitrating of improvements made by the 
landlord as well as those made by the tenant , the 
nitrating of improvements on large holdings as well as 
on small ones, the unrating of fixed as well as other 
machinery, the unrating of buildings and improvements 
generally, and the adoption as the s tandard for rating 
of the market value of the land alone, on the principle 
tha t those who hold the natural resources of the country 
should contribute to the needs of the community in 
proportion to the value of the natural resources which 
they hold. 

The Bill is based, subject to some variations in 
detail, on the Land Values (Scotland) Bill, which was 
introduced by the Government in 1907 and 1908, 
and which passed all its stages in the House of Commons 
in each of these years. Clause 1 is added to co-ordinate 
the proposed valuations with the valuations under 
Part I. of the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910, and Clause 5 
is inserted partly to prevent excessive prices being 
charged for land required for public purposes and par t ly 
to provide an automatic check on u.uler-valuation. 
The Bill deals with valuations, leaving all questions 
as to rating on these valuations to be provided for 
later on. 

A Bill to provide for the ascertainment of Land Values in 
Scotland, and for other purposes connected therewith. 
(a.D. 1911.) 

Be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :— 

N E W E N T R Y I N V A L U A T I O N R O L L . 

1. (1) In respect of the year commencing Whitsunday 
nineteen hundred and twelve and of each subsequent year 
there shall be inserted in the valuation roll of each county 
and burgh in Scotland, after the column under the heading 
" Yearly Rent or Value," an additional column under the 
heading " Capital Land Value." 

(2) Subject as herein-after provided, there shall be 
entered under the last-mentioned heading the capital 
land value of the several lands and heritages required by the 
Valuation Acts to be entered in the valuation roll, not being 
lands and heritages falling to be valued by the assessor of 
railways and canals. 

(3) Except so far as they may be inapplicable, and 
subject as herein-after provided, the provisions of the 
Valuation Acts shall apply for the purpose of the entry 
of capital land value prescribed bv this Act with as full 
force and effect as for the purpose of the entry of the yearly 
rent or value of lands and heritages prescribed by those 
Acts ; and without prejudice to such general application 
all rights, powers, and duties conferred or imposed on. 
and all penalties exigible from, anv person for the last-
mentioned purpose shall be conferred or imposed on and be 
exigible from the same respective persons for the purpose 
of the entry prescribed by this Act. 

(4) Until Parliament otherwise determines, no person 
shall be liable to be taxed or rated in respect of the entry 
prescribed by this Act. 

(5) From and after the first day of January nineteen 
hundred and twelve, Section 8 of the Valuation of Lauds 
(Scotland) Amendment Act, 1867, and Section 7 of the 
Valuation of Lands (Scotland) Amendment Act, 1879. 
shall be read and construed as if such sections respectively 
provided for the nomination of three instead of two judges 
in the (,'ourt of Session. 

M O D I F I C A T I O N O F V A L U A T I O N A C T S . 

2. The Valuation Acts, as applying for the purposes of 
this Act, shall be modified as follows (that is to say) :— 

(1) Section 7 of the principal Act shall not authorise an 
assessor to call upon a tenant or occupier for a written 
statement of capital land value, or tn call upon a 
proprietor during the first year of the operation of this 
Act to furnish such written statement within a shorter 
peiiod than six calendar months, but shall otherwise, 
apply, and the particulars which may be called for as 
prescribed therein shall include all such particulars as 
may be necessary to enable the assessor to carry out 
the purposes of this Act provided that the word 
" proprietor " occurring in the said section shall for 
the purposes of this Act extend to and include the 
actual proprietor within the meaning of Section 6 of 
the principal Act, and such actual proprietor shall have 
the same right of appeal as if his name were entered 
in the valuation roll : and provided further that the 
Secretary for Scotland may from time to time by order 
under his hand and seal (which shall be laid before 
Parliament) alter for the purposes of this Act either 
generally or for anv count.v or burgh any dates or 
periods prescribed for the performance of any duties 
or otherwise under the Valuation Acts, and in such 
case the Valuation Acts shall apply for the purposes 
of this Act in respect of any year subject to alterations 
so ordered, notwithstanding that such duties arc per-
formed or other proceedings taken before the com-
mencement of such year: 

(2) Where the same lands and heritages are, under the 
Valuation Acts, entered in the valuation roll in respect 
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of m o r e t h a n one occupancy , the e n t r y prescr ibed by 
th i s Ac t m a y , unless a s epa ra t e capi ta l land value can 
be a sce r t a ined in respect of each occupancy , be m a d e 
oppos i t e such one of the occupancies as t he assessor 
cons iders mos t a p p r o p r i a t e , provided a reference t h e r e t o 
is e n t e r e d oppos i te t h e o the r occupancy or occupancies : 

(3) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a n y t h i n g con ta ined in this Act no 
s e p a r a t e e n t r y shall be m a d e of t he capi ta l land value 
of a dwel l ing-house t he annua l va lue of which is en tered 
in t h e v a l u a t i o n roll solely in respect of the provis ions 
of Sect ion 29 of t he Local G o v e r n m e n t (Scot land) Act. 
1889 : 

(4) Unt i l P a r l i a m e n t o therwise de te rmines . Section 13 
of t he pr inc ipa l Act shall not app ly . 

D E F I N I T I O N S . 

3. In th i s Act t he follow ing t e r m s shall have the meanings 
he reby ass igned t o t h e m ( t h a t is to sav) : 

" Cap i t a l l and va lue " in re ference to a n y lands a n d 
her i t ages includes t h e value of a n y c o m m o n interest in 
l and , a n d m e a n s t he s u m which such lands a n d her i tages 
or c o m m o n interest migh t be expec ted to realise if sold 
by a willing seller in t he open m a r k e t at t h e t ime of 
the v a l u a t i o n if d ives t ed of i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d sold free 
f r o m all burdens , publ ic a n d p r iva t e , except bui ld ing 
res t r ic t ions a n d se rv i tudes : 

P rov ided t h a t where a n y bui ld ing res t r ic t ion or 
s e r v i t u d e is t a k e n in to a c c o u n t t o d imin i sh t he va lua t ion 
of t h e se rv ien t t e n e m e n t or t e n e m e n t s , i t shal l also be 
t a k e n in to accoun t t o increase t he va lua t ion of t he 
d o m i n a n t t e n e m e n t or t e n e m e n t s : 

P rov ided also t h a t where t he assessor cons iders t h a t 
"any res t r ic t ion or s e rv i tude c rea ted a f t e r the pass ing 

of th i s Act has been c rea ted in o rder t o defea t th i s 
Act it shall be l awfu l for h i m (wi thout p re jud ice to 
t h e appea l t o which a n y person aggr ieved is en t i t l ed) 
t o d i s r ega rd such res t r ic t ion or se rv i tude : 

" I m p r o v e m e n t s " m e a n s — 
(a) Buildings, erect ions , a n d s t r u c t u r a l improve 

m e n t s , of w h a t e v e r n a t u r e , on. in. or u n d e r the soil, 
t rees , woods, a n d fixed or a t t a c h e d m a c h i n e r y ; a n d 

(b) W o r k s of d r a i n a g e a n d of rec lamat ion , m a k i n g 
up, levell ing, a n d t h e like, where such work has been 
e x e c u t e d no t m o r e t h a n t w e n t y yea rs preceding, a n d 
in so f a r as t h e benef i t thereof is not e x h a u s t e d a t the 
t ime of t h e va lua t i on : 

" Va lua t ion Acts " m e a n s t h e L a n d s Va lua t i on (Scot-
land) Act , 1854 (in th i s Act r e fe r red t o as t he principal 
Act) , a n d a n y Act (o ther t h a n th i s Act ) a m e n d i n g the 
same . 

A C C E S S TO F I N A N C E A C T V A L U A T I O N S . 

4. F o r t he b e t t e r a s c e r t a i n m e n t of t he capi ta l l and va lues 
of a n v l a n d s u n d e r t he provis ions of th is Ac t . t he assessor 
shall be en t i t l ed t o access t o a n y in fo rma t ion suppl ied or 
va lua t i ons m a d e in respect of such l ands u n d e r the pro 
visions of Pa r t I. of t h e F inance (1909-10) Act, 1910. 

V A L U A T I O N S IN C A S E O F C O M P U L S O R Y A C Q U I S I T I O N O I 
L A N D . 

5. In t h e even t of t h e compul so ry acquis i t ion u n d e r 
s t a t u t o r y powers of a n y land of which t he cap i ta l value 
has been a sce r t a ined u n d e r th i s Ac t (and such ascer ta in 
ment no t being u n d e r appeal ) , e i ther the person acqui r ing 
such land or t h e person f rom whom it is be ing acqui red 
m a y requi re t h a t 

(o) In t h e even t of compul so ry pu rchase t h e price of 
such land , in so fa r as it r ep resen t s capi ta l land value, 
shall be t h e cap i t a l l and va lue thereof as asce r ta ined 
u n d e r th i s Ac t . wi th t he add i t i on of t e n per cen t , thereon 
as compensa t i on for compu l so ry acquis i t ion : a n d 

(6) In t he even t of compul so ry feuing or compulso ry 
leasing t he a n n u a l f e u - d u t y or a n n u a l rent of such land , 

in so fa r as it r ep resen t s capi ta l land value, shall be one-
t w e n t i e t h of t he cap i t a l land va lue thereof as asce r ta ined 
under th i s Act a n d of ten per cen t , t he reon as com-
pensa t ion for c o m p u l s o r y acqu i s i t ion : 

Provided t h a t n o t h i n g in th i s sect ion shall affect o r 
d e r o g a t e f rom a n v right t o c o m p e n s a t i o n in respect of any 
s. ' -is not included in t he cap i t a l land value. 

fi This Act m a y lie ci ted us the hand Values (Scot land) 
Act. 191 I 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

T H K P R O T E C T I O N I S T S ' O P P O R T U N I T Y . 

( T o t h e E d i t o r . LANI> VAI. I I :S.) 
Silt. 

1 n o t e ill y o u r in te res t ing p a p e r . 1.ANI> \ AI.CKS. a 
leading ar t ic le , in which you refer to t he progress of Tariff 
Re fo rm. Y o u say t h a t " o n e b y one the Conserva t ive 
a n d Union i s t F r e e T r a d e r s have been won over or coerced 
in to al legiance to the R i rn i i ngham pol icy ." You do not 
give a n v e x p l a n a t i o n of th is . I c a n of m y own knowledge 
provide* you wi th one. It is t he p reach ing of you r policy 
of land t a x a t i o n , which proposes t o t a x m e n heavi ly other-
wise t h a n in accordance w i t h the i r ab i l i ty t o p a y , so t h a t , 
a s in cases I know, a cu l t iva t ing owner ol' a compara t i ve ly 
smal l ho ld ing , and- ea rn ing a profi t of £.r>0 or £110 a year , 
would h a v e t o pay h e a v y t a x a t i o n , while bis ne ighbour , 
l iving in a large house , a n d d r a w i n g n large income f rom 
i n v e s t m e n t s in m a n u f a c t o r i e s or in ships, would get off 
scot-free. W i t h t he a l t e r n a t i v e before t h e m , I t h ink a n y 
Conse rva t ive would re jec t , as en t i re ly wicked, your policy, 
and would t a k e in p re fe rence Tariff R e f o r m , even t hough 
he d i sapproves of this . I h a v e no doub t w h a t e v e r , f rom 
m y own knowledge , t h a t t he a d v o c a c y of you r scheme of 
t a x a t i o n is largely responsible for t h e g rowth of t he Tariff 
Reform vote . 

Yours f a i t h f u l l y . 
" N O R T H E R N E R . " 

Leeds, Deceml>er 4 th . 1911. 

[Our con ten t ion is ' l i n t t he a r g u m e n t for Pro tec t ion , 
which res ts a n d has res ted ve ry largely on the u n d o u b t e d 
p o v e r t y a n d u n e m p l o y m e n t in ou r mids t , h a s not been 
met b v t he ha l f -hea r t ed f r i ends of Free T r a d e . T h e 
Pro tec t ion is t ha s offered some hope , however plausible , 
t o those w h o are r igh t ly d i s c o n t e n t e d with ex i s t ing 
social cond i t ions . T h e o r t h o d o x Free T r a d e r offers no 
hope, p lausible or o therwise . I t is not t he case tha t 
Conse rva t ives have r e j ec ted t h e t a x a t i o n or t h e ra t ing 
of land va lues in p re fe rence t o Tariff R e f o r m , for the 
Conserva t ive p a r t y is h o n e y c o m b e d with men who f avou r 
ra t ing r e f o r m on the l ines we a d v o c a t e , a n d in some of t he 
large*' munic ipal i t ies , n o t a b l y in Liverpool , Conse rva t ives 
are conv inced s u p p o r t e r s of t h e pr inciple . 

Lord H u g h Cecil, a v e r y r ep resen ta t ive Conserva t ive , 
speak ing in t he House of C o m m o n s o n the T h i r d R e a d i n g 
of the F i n a n c e Bill. N o v e m b e r , 1909. a n d answer ing t he 
s t a t e m e n t t h a t the Tor ies h a d m a d e speeches on land 
values, sa id :— 

Yes, I qu i t e a g r e e : I do not th ink t h a t I myself 
h a v e ever done so. but I agree that a large n u m b e r 
of honourab le gen t lemen of Conse rva t ive op in ions h a v e 
pledged themse lves t o the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Value. 
But w h a t for ? As a s u b s t i t u t e for our ex i s t ing sys t em of 
ra t ing , which is « pe r fec t ly easy a n d ra t iona l propos i t ion . 
You h a v e a l r eady t h e pr inciple t h a t land c o n t r i b u t e s 
to t h e local rates.' a n d t he ques t ion is whe the r t he ra tes 
should be levied u p o n t he improved value or upon t he 
site va lue . Th i s is a fa i r sub j ec t of discussion and 
1 d o not t h i n k a n y o n e would suggest t h a t t he a l t e r a t i ons 
f rom i m p r o v e d value t o si te va lue is Socialism, <>r a n y 
e x t r a v a g a n t or novel p ropos i t ion . 
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Our co r responden t is to be c o m m e n d e d for his interest 
in t he small cu l t i va t i ng owner . Bu t we ven tu re to su"gest 
that, he is ful ly answered bv Lord Rober t Cecil in his clear 
s t a t e m e n t t h a t t he r a t i ng (and tax ing) of hind values is 
a d v o c a t e d as a substitute, for t h e exis t ing sys tem, a n d not 
as an add i t iona l burden . T h e small cu l t iva t ing owner 
now pays ra tes a n d t a x e s on his land a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s 
arid it will be diff icult for h im to u n d e r s t a n d how he is 
going to be hit by a sys t em which would only t a x h im on 
the land value of his holding, while cal l ing upon the higher 
land values of t he m a r k e t places, the cent res of commercia l 
and indus t r ia l ac t iv i ty , to make up the deficit occasioned 
by his relief f rom t h e burden he now bears, with more 
or less pa t ience . 

T h e small owner far f rom suffer ing will benefit 
enormous ly by hav ing no ra tes or t axes to pay on 
lus i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d his burden will be considerably 
l ightened. His ne ighbour living iu a large house, which 
must stand on land, a n d mos t p r o b a b l y has land a t t a c h e d to 
it, will be on a precisely equal foot ing, paying his rates 

and t axes on the basis of t he va lue of the lund and 011 the 
value of the land a lone. It is absu rd , therefore , to say he 
will go " scot f r e e . " We s t rongly dissent f rom t h e view 
t h a t t a x a t i o n should be 011 the principle of " a b i l i t y to 
p a y . " E a c h holder of land der ives benef i ts f r o m ' t he 
c o m m u n i t y which correspond exac t ly wi th t he va lue of t he 
land he holds, and his con t r ibu t ion t o t he needs of t h e 
c o m m u n i t y should be measu red accordingly . T h e 
c o m m u n i t y is 110 more just i f ied in exac t ing ra tes ' or t axes 
accord ing to abi l i ty to p a y , t h a n the tai lor or h a t t e r 
would be 111 asking a payment for his goods measured bv the 
c o m p a r a t i v e weal th or p o v e r t y of his pa t rons . 

I11 t h ink ing of the m a n u f a c t u r e r s a n d the shipowners , 
who a re to get off " scot f ree " unde r our plan our 
cor respondent , we suggest , is t a k i n g a narrow view 
of land occupancy . H e is t h i n k i n g of a res t r ic ted 
area . The wider view of the case is t h a t all 
indus t r ia l and commercia l u n d e r t a k i n g s and all business 
are worked on and t h r o u g h land . This is so, and if the 
whole c o u n t r y is t a k e n as a un i t and if all land is t axed 
and r a t e d on its m a r k e t va lue we reach ou t to every 
acre of land whe the r used or held idle for specula t ive 
purposes , or by greed or caprice. In this wnv the t a x a t i o n 
and r a t i n g of land va lues will reach out to the r icher members 
of t he c o m m u n i t y , a l lowing none t o escape. The shipow ner 
or o the r rich m a n owns and controls much more land 
than the " small cu l t iva t ing o w n e r " both as regards 
area a n d va lue a n d when such land is unde r con t r ibu t ion 
he will p a y accordingly . This will be jus t ice in t a x a t i o n • 
those who have more land va lue will pav more and those 
who have less will p a y less. And incidenta l ly in t h e r ead jus t -
ment , in the t r ans fe rence of the burden of publ ic revenue f rom 
indus t ry to land values , l abour will come b y i ts own. 
for with t a x a t i o n on land values only 110 m a n nor privileged 
class will be able t o s h u t down upon labour and capi tal 
the n a t u r a l ga t eways t o e m p l o y m e n t . As a consequence 
wages will a d v a n c e a t the expense of ren t . I n d u s t r y 
will be quickened in every direct ion a t t h e expense of 
monopoly , and t h e p o v e r t y a n d des t i tu t ion now forced 
upon n people only t o o anx ious to escape from this hell 
will speedily be a t h ing of t he pa s t . ]—Edi to r . L w p 
V A L U E S . 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INTERESTS. 

According to a Blue Book issued on t h e Kith November 
there were m 1910, 1.360 s e p a r a t e fa ta l acc iden ts in t h e 
mines and quarr ies , involving the loss of 1.902 lives an 
increase of 325 fa ta l i t ies on 1909 : 1.280 of t h e acc idents 
causing t h e loss of 1.818 lives h a p p e n e d a t mines , and 80 
causing t h e loss of 84 lives, h a p p e n e d a t quarr ies . The 
to ta l n u m b e r of persons employed at mines and quarr ies 
u r n . ! , , K i n g d o m du r ing 1910 was 1.163,920 
(1.0/8,083 a t mines a n d 85,837 at quarr ies) . Of t he 

U t m i n e s 8 6 6 " 4 8 r > W o r k p d unde rg round , 
and 212.598 hbbve g round , of the la t te r 6 404 were 
females; 

Aldwych Site Sold to Australian Government. 

A message f rom Melbourne d a t e d December 5 th , s ta tes 
t ha t the Federal House of Represen ta t ives has adopted 
the G o v e r n m e n t ' s scheme to acqui re t h e f reehold of the 
Aldwych site, a t a cost of £364,000, and to erect thereon 
a g rea t building, seven s toreys high, which will inc lude an 
exhibi t ion hall a n d t h e headqua r t e r s of t h e High Commis-
sioner and the six Aus t ra l i an S ta tes . The bui ld ing is to 
cost £223,000. T h e si te is s i tua ted a t t h e eas tern end of 
Aldwych at t he junc t ion with t he S t r and . I t is t r i angula r 
111 shape , hav ing f rontages to t he S t r and , Aldwych and 
Melbourne Place. One corner of t he site is occupied by 
t h e offices of t he Gove rnmen t of Victoria . Exclus ive of 
this corner t he area of t he site is 22,885 sq. f t . , which 
makes t he purchase pr ice ut t he ra te of £611,484 per acre. 

I Ins Site, t i le to ta l a rea of which is 24,360 sq. f t . , is 
one of those laid ou t in t he L o n d o n Coun ty Council 's 
S t r a n d (Kingsway-Aldwyeh) I m p r o v e m e n t s Scheme, and is 
one ot the bes t posi t ions in t he West E n d of London . 

" Pedlar 's Acre," Lambeth. 

T h e s to ry of " Pedlar ' s Acre ," L a m b e t h , the s i te of t he 
new London Coun ty Hall , is bo th in teres t ing a n d ins t ruc t ive . 
I he al locat ion of t he £81,000 paid b y the London Coun ty 

Council for t h e s i te was recent ly t he sub jec t of an ac t ion in t h e 
Chancery Division. According t o t he DAILY CHRONICLE of 
•Ith December , there is an old t r ad i t ion t h a t ear ly in the six-
teen th c e n t u r y a pedlar—refer red to b v Sir Laurence G o m m e 
i n h i s b o o k . F O L K L O R E AS AN H I S T O R I C A L S C I E N C E , a s " D o g 
Smi th —left t he land in ques t ion on his dea th to t h e 
parish of L a m b e t h . T h e condi t ion of t he gift was t ha t 
there should a f t e r w a r d s be k e p t in one of t he windows 
of t h e par i sh church a represen ta t ion of himself and his 
dog I he s to ry gains point f rom t h e fac t t ha t t he r e is a 
window answer ing th is descr ipt ion in t he church to this 
day . 

T h e earl iest r e c o r d — t h a t for t he year 1504—shows 
t h a t originally t h e rece ip ts f rom t h e land" a m o u n t e d to only 
- s ' ,Hd- a yea r . In course of t ime, however , i ts value 
increased, a n d it became the ba t t l e -g round for m a n y 
con tend ing forces. At last , in 1826, an Act of Pa r l i amen t 
was passed wi th t he ob jec t of p u t t i n g an end to all d isputes . 
1 nder th is s t a t u t e t he legal e s t a t e was ves ted in t rus tees , 
and it was laid down t h a t t he proceeds of t he land were 
to be devo ted " in a id of a n y of t he ra tes of t he pa r i sh . " 

The land remained in t he h a n d s of t rus tees unt i l 1900. 
when, so it is c laimed, t he Act of George IV. was repealed. 
The L a m b e t h Borough Council then took over t h e dut ies 
of t h e t rus tees , and a t t h e t ime when the land was acquired 
by the L.C.C. they were ge t t ing £1.800 a vear f rom it, t he 
m o n e y going, of course, to t he relief of t h e ra tes . 

Bu t . 011 behalf of t h e chu rchwardens of L a m b e t h Parish 
Church, who are c la iming t ha t a propor t ion of t h e £81.000 
should lie devo ted to ecclesiastical purposes , it is con tended 
tha t t he legal es ta te did not vest in t h e Borough Council 
in 1900. On the o the r hand , t he Council a re urging t ha t it 
d id . a n d t h a t t he whole of the m o n e v . which has been paid 
into cour t , should be banded over t o t h e m . Inc identa l ly , 
also, they a re disposed to doub t whe ther t he romant ic 
s tory of the old ped la r and his dog ever had a n v real 
founda t ion . 

On December 13th t h e action was decided in f a v o u r of 
t he Borough Council. 

800 per cent. Land Values Increase at Sou thend-on-Sea . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E o f 1 0 t h D e c e m b e r , 
a t a recent sale of shop plots in t h e Broadway , Southend 
on-Sea. t he last uncovered land in t ha t t ho roughfa re of 
this rapidly rising seaside resort . £1,600 was realised for 
one of t h e plots wi th a f rontage of 19 feet bv a d e p t h of 
95 feet. This gives a price per acre of £38.608, a n d a f ron tage 
value of a l i t t le over £84 per foot. The auct ioneers called 
a t t en t ion to t h e fact t h a t in 1884 the e s t a t e of which the 
above-ment ioned t o n u s part changed hands at. precisely 
the s ame figure, namely £1.600. a l though ot tha t t ime the 
p roper ty hud a f ron tage of over 100 feet , to what is now 
the Broadway , and a d e p t h of more t h a n 140 feet : tha t is. 
at t he r a t e of £4.978 per acre. This represents an increase 
in va lue rtf near ly 800 per cent, ifl 28 years ! 
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;£i,ooo an Acre on Epsom Downs. 

T h e decision of t he E p s o m Urban Council to acquire , 
as a site for a new wa te r reservoir, slightly over two acres 
of land on the Downs outs ide t he Epsom dis t r ic t , at tin-
ra te of £1,000 per acre , ha* provoked s t rong protes ts 
both in t h e Council Chamber and in the Surrey newspapers . 
Tlie Vice-Chairman of t h e Council character ised the figure 
as " qu i t e p repos te rous , " and pointed out tha t if t he land 
was an absolu te necessi ty t he Council could have put into 
force the i r compulsory powers and gone to a rb i t ra t ion . 
T h a t is qu i te t rue , bu t t he costs of such a rb i t r a t ion would 
eat sadly into a n y reduct ion tha t might have been secured, 
and it m u s t also be borne in mind t h a t , as t he site in question 
appears to have been chosen because of its special adap ta -
bi l i ty. th i s fact would have added to a n y fair ordinary 
price, wi th t he usual ten per cent , ext ra in t he case of a 
sale by an unwilling vendor . T h e plea for t he purchase, as 
p u t by Mr. Ede. a m e m b e r of t he Council, who admi t s 
t ha t t h e price was " very h igh . " is t he serious position 
the t own was in last s u m m e r in t h e m a t t e r of water supplies. 

E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E , D e c e m b e r 0 t h . 

Housing Conditions in Govan : 600 people to the acre. 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e G L A S G O W H E R A L D , a t a m e e t i n g of t h e 
Govan Town Council on 11th December , Mr. Taylor moved 
t h a t u special commi t t ee should be appoin ted to inquire 
into and report on the housing condit ions of the working 
classes in Govan a n d as to t h e desirabi l i ty of acquir ing 
land for t he erection of workmen ' s cot tages . He s ta ted 
t ha t cer tain places could bo found in Govan where 660 
people were living 011 a n acre of land. Dur ing the past ten 
years overcrowding bad increased, and this year there were 
4.000 single a p a r t m e n t s , housing almost 19.000 people, a n d 
10,520 two-roomed a p a r t m e n t s housing 50.601 people. 
The mot ion was passed unanimously . 

Scottish Emigrat ion. 

In t h e House of Commons on N o v e m b e r 15th. t he 
Lord Advoca te in reply to Mr. D u n d a s W h i t e s t a ted tha t 
t he excess of t h e n u m b e r of emigran t s f rom Scotland over 
t he n u m b e r of immigran t s for t he first ten m o n t h s of 1911 
was 39,155. Of 60.931 emigran ts . 54.503 were of Scott ish 
na t iona l i ty . 

THE RATING OF SEWERS. 

Two repor t s presented t o t he London Coun ty Council, 
at its last meet ing before the Chr i s tmas recess, by the Local 
Government Records and Museums Commit tee (Agenda 
for Dec. 19th. pp . 94 and 113). reveal h i the r to unsuspected 
absurdi t ies in our present ra t ing system. 

I t a p p e a r s tha t last March the House of Lords decided, 
in the case of The West Kent Main Sewerage Board v . The 
Assessment Committee of the Itartford Union et al.. tha t 
sewers, whe ther underground or overground, arc ra teable . 
The effect of th is decision, t he Commit tee tells us, is tha t 
all sewers in the coun t ry , whe the r above or below ground, 
are ra teable . Till recent ly only such of the Council 's sewers 
as are above ground h a v e been assessed. Two Assessment 
Commit tees in t he Sou th of London, viz.. those of the 
Greenwich and Woolwich Unions respectively, have a l ready 
inserted in supp lemen ta ry valuat ion lists such of tho L.C.C.'s 
main underground sewers as arp within their areas. These 
sewers a re u ^ m w i l , it appears , a t £98.983 gross and 
£85.450 ra teab le value. In addi t ion , the Greenwich 
Union has assessed the local sewers lielonging to t he Borough 
Councils within its a rea a t £4.360 gross. £3.500 ra teable . 

It would, of course, he expect ing too much of t h e Moderate 
P a r t y , now in power, t o ask t hem to t ake this o p p o r t u n i t y 
of protes t ing against t he ra t ing of all kinds of improvement s 
and of demand ing the ra t ing of land values. I t is t rue 
t h a t th is last extension of ra teabi l i tv does not commend 
itself to the Local Government Commit tee . " In view 
of t he fac t t ha t underground sewers differ f rom o the r forms 
of p rope r ty assessable t o t he r a t e s . " they ask for legislation 
exempt ing from ra t ing " all sewers below the sur face of t he 
e r o u n d . " W e need not pause to inquire whether t he 
alleged " fact " is really a " fact " : whe ther an under-
ground sewer differs m o r e f rom an overground sewer than 
tho la t te r does f rom a house or shop of f ac to ry 1 whfrilier 

there is not an essential difference between the va lues of 
all these sub jec t s of r a t ing and un improved land value. 
Their legislative proposal is obviously inadequate . All 
sewers, whether above or below the surface, and all other 
products ot talMur, o u g h t to be exempted from rat ing. 

Meanwhile, t he Commit tee sees tha t the game invented 
by the House of Lords, in which tho var ious local author i t ies 
a re to " eke out a precarious livelihood by ra t ing one 
ano thers ' sewers," is likely to prove confus ing and expensive. 
Its u l t ima te effect will he to t ransfer large sums of t he 
ra tepayers ' money from the accounts of one local au tho r i t y 
to ano ther . Bu t . in t he process of bringing a b o u t the 
t ransfer , much of the ra tepayers ' money will hi' inevitably 
wasted. " A vast a m o u n t of work will be necessi tated. ' 
says the Commit tee . " and m a n y very difficult quest ions 
will arise, the se t t lement of which will involve legal and 
o ther expenses to local au thor i t i e s . " All these unnecessary 
expenses will come out of the rates , and the lawyers alone 
will benefit . 

The silly game has, indeed, begun already. T h e Woolwich 
and Greenwich Unions h a v e a l ready assessed the County 
Council 's main sewers. T h e Greenwich Union has, in 
addi t ion , assessed the local sewers of the Boroughs of 
Dept ford and Greenwich. The Coun ty Council is now being 
asked to t ake a hand in t he game. T h e Commit tee asks 
for power to appeal , if necessary to Quar te r Sessions-
against the ra t ing of the main sewers. If those a re to he 
ra ted , the County Council is to endeavour to get tho local 
sewers assessed. Those costly appea ls can only result , as 
t he commi t tee confess, in " f u r the r inequalit ies in r a t ing . " 
" The benefit to tho ra tepayer will, generally speaking, 
lie negligible, for while one rate- levying au tho r i t y will 
demand more , ano ther will, in the same area, be demand 
ing less." T h e only cer ta in benefi t will he t " the Imperial 
Exchequer , " which w ill be ent i t led to demand f rom local 
author i t ies income tax on addi t ional assessments ." 

Unfo r tuna t e ly , the " lender " of t he Progressive P a r t y 
has tied bis own hands , a n d . in face of a resolution to which 
he pu t his n a m e on October 20th. is hard ly in a position, 
with any degree of consis tency, to t a k e t he right and na tura l 
line of protes t . For Sir J o h n Wil l iams Bonn, who talks 
at election t imes as if t h e R a t i n g of L a n d Values were t he 
mos t i m p o r t a n t plank in his p la t fo rm, has actual ly promised 
to second a reac t ionary mot ion of Mr. S t e t t aue r ' s in t he 
following t e rms : 

T h a t as the t ramw ays accoun t is charged wi th rates 
levied in respect of t he t r a m w a y t r acks in the Coun ty of 
London , and has also to bear , in addi t ion to expendi ture 
on street widenings. heavy expend i tu re for the main-
tenance of t he t r a m w a y tracks, it appears inequi table 
that heavy moto r traffic should lie e x e m p t f rom taxa t ion 
in respect of its use of public roads, par t icular ly as 
the extensive development of such traffic has h a d the 
effect of increasing the cost of ma in t enance of roads and of 
necessi tat ing expendi tu re of public money 011 s t ree t 
widenings ; and t h a t it accordingly be referred to t he 
Local Gove rnmen t Commit tee to report as to the best 
means of imposing t axa t ion on heavy motor t raff ic , and 
as to the appropr ia t ion of the proceeds of such t axa t ion 
to the road author i t ies . 
Here we h a v e exac t ly the same a t t i t u d e as t h a t adopted 

by the Moderates . If . suy they , our sewers are r a t ed , we 
shall appeal in favour of ra t ing the Borough Council 's 
sewers. I f , says Sir J o h n Benn , our t r a m w a y s are ra ted , 
we shall ask for the t axa t ion of " heavy " moto r cars. 
(At w h a t weight, does a m o t o r car begin to he " heavy " ?) 
A professed F ree T r a d e r migh t as well say t h a t , if t he 
Gove rnmen t persist in t he t axa t ion of groceries, h e will 
supj ior t t he Tariff " Re fo rm " p rogramme, so as to get 
o ther impor t s t axed . Will not some Councillor, who 
really does unde r s t and our quest ion, tell Sir J o h n t h a t the 
Taxa t ion and B a t i n g of Land Values is no t pu t forward 
as an addi t ion to the a l ready bewildering complicat ion of 
taxes and rates , bu t with a view to the un t ax ing and un ra t i ng 
of houses, and shops, and factories, and motor -cars , and 
t r a m w a y t racks , and even of—sewers , whether below or 
above the sur face of the land. 

F R E D K . V E R I N D E R . 

" Wrong-doing can only be avoided in a S t a t e if those 
who are no t wronged feel t he same itidigtiotion at it as those 
w h o a r e . " — S O L O N . 
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HERE AND THERE. 

T H E A . B . I ' . OK THK L A N D Q U E S T I O N , b y . J a m e s D u n d a s 
W h i t e , LL. I)., M.P., is being t rans la ted into Spanish . 

Copies of the Engl ish edi t ion can he ob ta ined from t h e 
Uni ted Commit tee ' s offices, b y post , for 3d. E v e r y s tudent 
of social and political problems should possess a copy of 
this va luable and comprehens ive cont r ibu t ion to the 
l i t e ra ture of t be land values m o v e m e n t . 

* # * 

There is reason t o believe tha t du r ing the greater par t 
of last yea r it was not in tended by t be Minist ry to in t roduce 
the I n v a l i d i t y a n d U n e m p l o y m e n t Bills this year . T b e 
change of intent ion was clue, doubt less , to n variety of 
causes. If t he Bill bad not been in t roduced this year it 
could not. have been b rough t in until 1913. and when the 
measure became u gigantic and comprehens ive scheme 
it was felt in Ministerial circles, us lias previously been 
noted , t h a t it, would at first, be unpopu la r , bu t t h a t it 
would become more popu la r in a couple of vears ' t ime, 
when benef i t s were being received. If t he Bill h a d been 
b r o u g h t in in 1913. t he next General Elect ion would h a v e 
been t a k e n a t a t ime when it was unpopu la r , but b y i ts 
in t roduc t ion this year , it was hoped tha t when the n e x t 
General Elect ion was t aken , in 1913 or 1914, t be Bill would 
h a v e become more popular . Ano the r reason which m a y 
have h a d weight was tha t it was discovered t h a t the l and 
va lua t ion secured by the Budget of 1909-10 could no t be 
comple ted for five years , and t h a t consequent ly t h e resul ts 
of t he re fo rm policy embodied in t h a t Bill would no t be 
apprec ia ted by t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s suppor t e r s in t h e coun t ry 
for a long t ime to come. Such a considerat ion would 
n a t u r a l l y provide a powerfu l incent ive to the push ing on of 
o the r roform proposals , and t h e Session of 1912 was ba r red . 
—TIMES Poli t ical Notes . December litli. 

* * » 

Speuking a t t he Mothers ' Aid Society meet ing in London , 
t he Bishop of London said h - had been in the Metropolis 
22 years , and t h e longer he spent there t h e more he was 
s t ruck b y the awful difference be tween the r ich und poor . 
He h a d been asked for 22 vears how he reconciled t h e 
goodness of God witli th is appa l l ing difference. H e bad 
no t v e t succeeded in finding a sa t i s fac tory answer. 

* * * 

Mr. Charles H a r r i s o n , a f t e r a d is t inguished career of 
43 years in t he publ ishing world has re t i red f rom ac t ive 
service. Some reminiscences were publ i shed in t he DAILY 
CHRONICLE on 27th N o v e m b e r in which it was s ta ted t h a t 
one of t h e two books in pa r t i cu la r which Mr. Harr ison 
handled t h a t did except ional ly well was H e n r y George 's 
P R O G R E S S AND P O V E R T Y . A t t i r s t ' a r r a n g e m e n t s h a d 
been m a d e for 250 or 300 copies, b u t it was soon seen t h a t 
a t h o u s a n d t imes as m a n v would be r equ i r ed - and so t h e v 
were. 

• * * 

Mayor Tay lor of Vancouver (Bri t ish Columbia) 1ms 
commenced the serial publ icat ion of PROGRESS AND 
I O V E R T Y in t h e V A N C O U V E R W O R L D , o f w h i c h b e is o w n e r 
and edi tor . 

» » » 

I n - t h e course of an inquest at S t epney yes te rday on a 
w o m a n u n k n o w n , who was found dead 'in' a doorway in 
But ler S t ree t . Spitalf ields. the Coroner said tha t 12.000 
people slept in " dosshouses " every night in the district of 
Spi ta lhelds , and many o thers passed the n ight on staircases 
or any spo t they could find.—TIMES. 29tb November . 1911. 

* * * 

T h e y say W. A. has no d rough t s . U g h ! F rom Gera ld ton 
in t h e nor th , to Bever ley in tbe sou th , at t he moment of 
wr i t ing , t he d r o u g h t h a s its grip. Half t he new-churn 
cockles a r e in despai r no wa te r , no feed, no a n y t h i n g . 
H.ven some of the G o v e r n m e n t su rveyors a re ca r t ing w a t e r 
f rom 10 to 30 miles. And all t he t ime, in order to save 
t h e big landlords who bold t he coas ta l c o u n t r y where t b e 
rainfal l is p r e t t y sure, t he G o v e r n m e n t pushes se t t le rs o u t . 
ou t , ou t . There 's going to be a smash before long. 
B U L L E T I N ( S y d n e y , N . S . W . ) . 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION. 

MR. LLOYD GEORGE ON VALUATION. 

A REPLY TO CRITICS OF THE 1909 BUDGET. 

S P E N C H IN T H E D E B A T E O.N" T H E T H I R D R E A D I N G 
O F T H E F I N A N C E BILL. 13TH D E C E M B E R , 1911. 
M r . L L O Y D G E O R G E s a i d : 1 n o w c o m e t o t h e g e n e r a l 

quest ions raised by the hon. Gen t l eman (Mr. P r e t y m a n ) 
on the provisions of t he Land Act. T h e case lie m a d e was 
also m a d e very ably by m y hon. and learned F r i e n d the 
Member for N o r t h a m p t o n (Mr. M'Curdy) . I t was a case 
for simplification. I wonder whether the hon . Gent leman 
realises qu i te what his plea a m o u n t s to. Of course m y 
bon Fr iend t h e Member for Newcas t le -under -Lyme (Mr. 
Wedgwood) never ceased to warn m e tha t every concession 
m a d e in t he course of the Budget Debate in response to 
the e loquen t appoal of the lion. Member for Chelmsford 
would resul t in complicat ing our t axa t i on ins tead of 
s impli fying it. 1 m u s t say that, this is t rue . Y e t the 
hon. Gen t l eman claims advan t age f rom bis own wrong-
doing. First he appea led to me to m a k e concessions, and 
he pu t bis claim in such n very appea l ing way a n d tone t h a t 
f could no t resist h im. Concession a f t e r concession was 
made , a n d there is n o t one of those concessions which has 
not caused us t rouble , and which has not complicated the 
machinery . W h a t is still more, m u c h of it lias bad the 
effect of de laying the collection of taxes . I will only point 
out one case to prove tha t , ft is in connect ion wi th the 
concession m a d e with regard to the Undeveloped Land Tax . 
It was agreed t ha t until agr icul tura l tenancies had come 
to an end we were not to s ta r t the Undeveloped Land Tax . 
W e were no t to do so. nt any ra te , unti l twelve m o n t h s ' 
not ice had expired. T h a t period will no t be reached unti l 
some t ime next year Most of the land is ei ther laud upon 
which £100 bus been spent in m a k i n g roads , curbs , and 
dra ins , or it is land which is used for agr icul tura l purposes, 
a n d t h e concession m e a n t tha t unt i l t h e year h a d expired 
the taxes were not t o be collected. T h e hon. Gen t l eman , 
having wrung tha t concession out of t he Gove rnmen t , now 
t u r n s r o u n d and says. " See t he result of your L a n d Taxes . " 
I t is ha rd ly fair to me , but it is a ve ry solemn warn ing to 
me a n d t o every succeeding Chancellor of t he Excheque r 
wi th too soft a heart to resist t h e appeals of t h e hon. 
Gen t leman in fu ture . Tha t is why a t t he present moment 
we are no t collecting, even when we have the va lua t ions 
completed , our income in respect of the ha l fpenny t a x . 
s imply because these tenancies have not expired, and we 
are therefore not in a position unti l nex t year t o begin to 
get a t t h e effect, as it were.of th is Undeveloped L a n d Tax . 

It is very r emarkab le t h a t the building t r ade should be 
des t royed and tha t t h e unemployment in t b e building 
t r ade lias gone down. I will give figures for t h a t . When 
the Budget of 1909 was brought in. the bui lding t r ade was 
very bad . T h e unemployment then was someth ing like 
10 per cent . From the moment t he Budget was brought 
in. with the hopes t h a t it con ta ined , tbe unemployment 
s teadi ly went down, unti l in October of this year it was 
only 3' I per cent . , instead of being 10 per cent . , as in 1909. 

It is not merely tbe figures of unemploymen t , but if the 
right lion. Gen t l eman will look at the m o n t h l y report^ 
of the Bonrd of Trade , obta ined not merely f rom the t rade 
unions but f rom the leading firms and the labour corre-
sponden t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y in these varioiLs t rades, 
he will find tha t t hey show a s t eady improvement year 
a f t e r year since then in the building t rade . All this talk 
abou t t he Budget having ruined the building t r a d e has no 
founda t ion whatever , except in t he imaginat ion of the 
Land Union. So much for all thu t . I n spi te of all that 
has been said, anyone listening to tbe lion. Member for 
Chelmsford would imagine tha t t he wbole# mach ine ry of 
land va lua t ion hod broken down, a n d tha t there was no 
hope ot nil except in the aboli t ion or . in what I should 
prefer , simplification as was suggested by m y hon. Fr iend 
and upon which I hope tbe hon. Member for Chelmsford 
will ponder . Real ly . I believe tha t t he 1 .and Union is in 
I-eague with t h e Single T a x Union. I believe there is a 
secret t r ea ty bet ween the hon. Member for Newcastle-
imder -Lyme (Mr. Wedgwood) and the hon. Member for 
Chelmsford. 1 cannot explain it upon a n y o the r basis. 
The hon. Member for Chelmsford is really working for 
simplification as hard as be can. and when he achieves it . 
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t he Chancellor of the Exchequer of that d a y will have to 
br ing in a Bill for the simplification of the Land Taxes 
a n d t h e res tora t ion of t h e much simpler and much more 
effective original proposals tha t t he Government put before 
the House of Commons. That will be part of t he t r iumph 
of t he L a n d Union. 

I n spi te of all these complicat ions what has happened ? 
W e only began our va lua t ion work this year. (>f course the 
Budget was late t h rough no f au l t of ours. I do not want 
to en ter in to t ha t controversial ma t t e r . You had first 
of all to employ your men and your clerks, and you hud 
to organise t he whole machinery . You had to circulate 
millions of forms, you bad to get in the replies to those 
forms. T h e machinery of va luat ion really only began 
about, twelve m o n t h s ago. W h a t has happened ? We 
have a l ready bad provisional va luat ions m a d e and served 
upon t h e part ies in 1.500.000 cases. How m a n y appeals 
have we had ? Only eighty-six. These are no t with 
regard t o large propert ies . Since t he eighty-six appeals 
were served, twenty- f ive of them have a l ready been with-
drawn. T h a t does not really look as if it were a great 
cumbrous machine t ha t bad hopelessly broken down. 
T h a t is t he beginning of the va lua t ion . Year by year it 
will be accelerated. The re will be a«simplification. The 
mach ine ry will, of course, be improved, and I hope some of 
t he cri t icisms the hon. Member for Chelmsford has been 
m a k i n g for some t imo will bear f ru i t , and tha t wo shall be 
able to accelerate collection and improve the efficiency of 
this va lua t ion machinery . I t would be unfa i r to h im not 
to express m y g ra t i t ude to him for the assistance he lias 
given me . I do not believe t ha t t he va lua t ion will be 
completed m u c h la ter t h a n the period indicated by the 
Pr ime Minister when he in t roduced the va lua t ion proposals 
in the Budge t of 1909. W h e n it is accomplished it will be 
a ve ry g rea t piece of work . I t will be of enormous value, 
n o t mere ly for t he t axa t i on we imposed under the Budget 
of 1909-10. b u t for t he reconsiderat ion of t he problem of 
local as well as Imper ia l t axa t ion . I say t ha t to whoever 
has t o deal wi th t h a t problem, whether it is t he right hon. 
Gen t lemen opposi te or ourselves. 

Y o u cannot ignore t h e enormous task which is being 
accomplished b y these valuers. Of course, when you have 
a gigantic task of this k ind , when von h a v e to value some 
10.(XXI.000 i tems, n a t u r a l l y you get. here and there a ease 
which is not a very sa t i s fac tory one. I s that, no t t rue 
of every bus ine s s? " H o w can you get 10.000.000 t rans-
ac t i ons ' p u t th rough without "any b reakdown, wi thout 
somebody pe rpe t r a t i ng a mis take , or serving a notice two 
d a v s a f t e r t ime, or p u t t i n g someth ing in he ought not to ? 
T h a t would be as m u c h as asking t h a t the th ree or four 
hund red valuers should be supe rhuman . T h e progress 
t ha t h a s been m a d e I t h ink is very sa t i s fac tory when all the 
c i rcumstances are t aken into account . I t is said " it has 
cost you three or four hundred thousand pounds a year . 
Look" a t w h a t you are get t ing ou t of i t . " I s t ha t a fair 
way t o p u t it ?' A va lua t ion is someth ing which is m a d e 
and done wi th unt i l y o u come round t o the next va lua t ion . 
I believe t h a t t he last va lua t ion of the whole of t he kingdom 
was m a d e about. 700 years ago. This is a va lua t ion which 
I th ink will last for some t ime, a l though 1 do not say it will 
last so long as t h a t . Bu t it will last for some years . I t is 
surely a capi ta l expend i tu re , and it is not fair to say " it 
is cost ing you three or four hundred thousand pounds 
and you are ge t t ing no th ing out of i t . " I t is costing 
£2.000.000 to have done wi th it . It is well wor th the 
money , wha teve r the se t t lement of local t axa t ion is going 
t o be. W h a t was t h e difficulty which the right hon. 
Gen t leman the Member for the S t r and Division (Mr. Wal te r 
Long) saw when he came to consider the quest ion of local 
t axa t ion ? His difficulty was one ent irely of re-valuat ion. 
This is t h e only c o u n t r y in t he world where von h a v e not 
got someth ing in t he n a t u r e of a na t ional survey, and 
even if you had not got these t axes e m a n a t i n g f rom it. it 
would be absolute ly necessary to have a va lua t ion of this 
kind in order to know exac t ly what, your posit ion is. 

T h a t is all I have t o say about, t he Land Taxes , except 
as t o t he way thev bear upon the E s t a t e Duties . Already 
it has m a d e a difference of between £400.000 a n d £600.00o 
a year t o t h e E s t a t e dut ies , and t ha t you h a v e an efficient 
staff of valuers who can check] the valuat ion. I can give 
some very r e m a r k a b l e figures as to wha t it really means 
in some cases. I have a long list of cases here. This is 
the sor t of th ing t h a t we never could have checked before. 
I will give two cases where t be valuat ion has gonn u p 

from 25 per cent , to 136 per cent , f n one case tbe original 
value, a s given by the owner , is £73.926. Valuers were 
sent down f rom the valuat ion staff a n d checked it, and , 
finally. 1 th ink it was agreed upon a t £175,000 ail increase 
of £101,000. T h a t is an increase of 163 per cent. In the 
nex t case there was all increase of 185 per cent , in the 
va luat ion , so t h a t it is a l ready beginning to bear f rui t . 
W e have received in t be increased income f rom the Death 
Duties alone, w i thou t a l ter ing any principles of va luat ion , 
more t han the cost of tin- va lua t ion , a l though it, is a capi tal 
flxjienditure. As 1 pointed out . t h a t is no injustice to the 
men who h a v e to p a y , b u t qu i t e t he reverse. T h e injust ice 
was to t b e m m who gave honest re turns . They paid to 
t h e full, b u t those who did no t r e tu rn t be full v a l u e were 
ge t t ing off their fair share, a n d whenever there is a deficiency 
t h e hones t men h a v e to inako it up . 

The right, hon. Gen t leman (Mr. Austen Chamberlain 1 
suggested that, t h e t ime bus come for an inquiry. I a m not 
closing m y mind to t he quest ion of an inquiry. You must 
have an inquiry sooner or later. Th i s is qui te a new 
proposal . I t is "a new m e t h o d of t axa t ion . T h e valuat ion 
of the whole of t h e land of this coun t ry is a very impor tant 
ma t t e r , a n d it is perfect ly fair t h a t there should be an 
inquiry . You do not w a n t an inqui ry w hich will t a k e the 
valuers a w a y f rom their dut i s a t too early a stage. I am 
no t now arguing aga ' i i s t ail immedia te inquiry, but I 
should like to consider whe the r it would not lie be t te r t<> 
go on a little longer, until you h a v e se t t led a few increment 
value cases and o thers , before you ins t i tu te an inquiry. 
I t h ink an inquiry would be very useful. I am no t going 
to predict, w h a t would h a p p e n excep t to say that I am not 
so sure t h a t tho lion. Member (Mr. P re tyman) will be very 
h a p p y a t this inquiry having been gran ted , because, unless 
I am mis taken , the" inquiry will be very largely on the 
lines suggested by the hon . Member (Mr. Chiozza Money). 
If any th ing , it, will point to t h e direction of what 1 ailed 
simplification r a the r t h a n tin' direct ion of fu r the r oomph 
eat ing the m a t t e r by the sort of concessions which have 1 
indicated. 

Mr. AT'STEN CHAMBERI.AIN : W e will risk t he result. 
W h a t we wan t to know is whe the r t h e valuat ion is jus t . 

Mr. LLOYD GEOROE : T h a t is ve ry impor t an t . It is of 
first-class impor tance t h a t you should have a valuat ion 
which will command the general confidence of t he com-
m u n i t y . 1 do no t m e a n merely the par t i sans oil ei ther 
side. You ough t to have a va luat ion which will sa t isfy 
t b e general sense of fair p lav and justice. T h a t is very 
i m p o r t a n t , and it is desirable at a fair ly early s tage t o have 
an inquiry into tbe way in which t h e valuat ion has pro-
ceeded . 

MR. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN ON UNIONIST LAND 
REFORM. 

Speaking on December 1st at a mass meet ing in the 
Drill Hal l . Derby , in connect ion with t h e Annua l Meeting 
of the Liberal Unionist Council. Mr. Austen Chamber la in 
s a i d , a c c o r d i n g t o t b e O L A S O O W H E R A L D : - -

He should like to s t a t e tha t lie was in agreement with 
Mr Lloyd Oeorge when he said, i propos of no th ing a t all. 
that he thought the mos t urgent need of Britain was the 
regenerat ion of rural Bri ta in . Mr. Chamberla in added 
tha t he was glad to bea r t h a t some Liberal members and 
Ministers bad awakened t o t h e fac t t h a t there was a rural 
Bri tain to be regenera ted nnd t h a t it needed regenerat ion. 
It had lieen for voars t h e accepted policy of the t nionist 
twirt v to open the land t o poor men. One of tbe cons t ruc t ive 
measures to which the p a r t v would t u r n its a t t en t i on when 
thev were charged with government again would be an 
a t t e m p t a t working in co-operat ion wi th o ther measures , 
no tab ly Tariff Refo rm, t o restore prosper i ty to agr icul ture . 
What had the Government, done t o help men to become 
owners of land ? Thev had doubled t h e s t a m p t a x on 
every t ransfer of land. As land was too m u c h a luxury 
for the rich thev put. more taxes upon it. (Laughter . ) Did 
t h a t m a k e it easier for the poor man to hold it ? (Cheers.) 
If they could open a freer career on t b e land, if t h e y could 
give to ambi t ious men a greater oppo r tun i ty of making 
their way , then thev would havo done something t o s tem 
the flood which now flowed all in one direction. Was it 
not t ime t h a t , as an experiment, a t least, and on t h e most 
modera te scale, we should follow an example we had 
ourselves set in I re land, t h a t t he S t a t e should br ing the 
willing seller and tho willing buyer together , and t h a t so 
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long as t he r e was a j u s t secur i ty for its a d v a n c e should 
go to t h e ass is tance of t he t e n a n t to t u r n h im into a free-
holder ? (Cheers.) T h e more such oppor tun i t i e s were 
t a k e n a d v a n t a g e of by s i t t ing t e n a n t s t h e be t te r it would 
be ; but t hey Wanted also t o fo rm smaller holdings t h a n 
m a n y at p resen t were for men w h o w a n t e d to m a k e a 
beg inning on the land. He did no t believe in sca t te r ing 
single smal lholders u p a n d down t h e c o u n t r y wi thou t 
regard to t he c i rcumstances in which t h e y would find 
themselves alone a n d u n s u p p o r t e d b y o thers wi th whom 
t h e y m i g h t co-operate . He believed if t h e y were to 
es tabl ish such men successful ly on the land t hey must 
be es tabl ished in colonies where t h e y could co-operate wi th 
one ano the r . If t h a t was t o be carr ied o u t in order t o 
m a k e the i r new careers a success tha t secur i ty m u s t be 
given t h e m to en joy the f ru i t s of their toil which 'ownersh ip 
of t h e land a lone could give. H e w a n t e d to ask Mr. Lloyd 
George when he t a l k e d of t he yeoman freeholder as "in 
C a n a d a w h e t h e r t he Government had a b a n d o n e d the i r 
an t agon i sm to t he policy associated w i t h t h e n a m e of Mr. 
.(esse Collings. w h e t h e r tho G o v e r n m e n t would co-opera te 
wi th Unionis ts to m a k e these good words of Mr. George 
a rea l i ty , and t o open a way not to m e r e occupa t ion bu t t o 
ownersh ip b y t h e tillers of the soil. " W e a t a n y r a t e . " 
Mr. Chamber la in conc luded , " h o l d t h a t as pa r t of our 
policy and will t ry o u r u tmos t to effect it. We believe 
t h a t should he coupled w i t h Tariff Reform and a revision 
of rural educa t ion , a n d t h a t by these m e a n s wc shall 
fo rward t h a t which is t he ideal of all of u s — t h e spread of 
comfor t and well-being umong our people, t h e g rowth of 
a real affect ion and pr ide in t he coun t ry in which we live— 
t h e g r o w t h there fore of great and pa t r io t ic c i t izenship 
which t h i n k s 110 sacrifice too grea t for the land it loves, 
neglect ing 110 cull t ha t comes f r o m t h e E m p i r e ol' which 
it is p roud to form a p o r t . " (Loud cheers.) 

THE " D A I L Y N E W S " ON THE SLUM PROBLEM. 

T h e fol lowing ar t ic le on " S lums " appea red in t h e 
D A I L Y N E W S o f 9 t h D e c e m b e r :—-

T h e Union i s t P a r t y has in t roduced , and t h e Unionist 
Press is now adver t i s ing , a Housing Bill. Re fo rmers 
wi thou t d is t inc t ion of p a r t y should welcome these indica-
t ions of Unionist in te res t in t h e suppression of a social 
scourge. T h e war 011 the s lum calls for t h e service of 
eve ry good citizen. B u t while it is a p l easan t d u t y to 
c o n g r a t u l a t e t h e Unionis ts 011 the i r good in tent ions in th is 
ma t t er , it is not less insistent a d u t y to examine the i r 
proposals a n d the i r views, which u n f o r t u n a t e l y a re n o t of 
equal ly high qua l i ty . Tho scheme consists of two p a r t s : 
t o give t he Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d effect ive powers of 
coercing local au thor i t i e s to pe r fo rm thei r housing du t ies : 
and t o set u p Hous ing Commissioners wi th a f u n d of a 
million p o u n d s to m a k e g r a n t s u p to half t he n e t cost of o 
s lum clearance scheme, or u p t o half t h e capi ta l loss involved 
in a bui ld ing scheme. T h e first of these suggest ions is 
excellent in principle. A s h u n urea which is insan i ta ry 
is in t h e eye of t h e law a nu isance , a n d local au thor i t i es 
h a v e unde r t h e p re sen t law power to close insan i ta ry 
dwell ings or t o compel t h e owners to pu t t h e m in to a 
s an i t a ry s t a t e . T h e onus is r igh t ly laid u p o n the m a n 
who creates and prof i t s by a p l a g u e ' s p o t . Unfo r tuna t e ly , 
t he law is n o t pu t in to opera t ion by the local author i t ies , 
p a r t l y because t h e p rocedure is cumbrous , partly because 
local au thor i t i e s lack public spir i t , pa r t l y because t h e 
Local G o v e r n m e n t Board is not a lways sympa the t i c . 
I-legislation which would m a k e t h e local a n d the cent ra l 
au thor i t i e s exercise the i r powers to t h e full is necessary, 
but t h e principle should be s t r ic t ly m a i n t a i n e d tha t t he 
ownersh ip of a nuisance should be a source of loss, not of 
profi t . 

AH IS well known, t h e reverse bus h i the r to held t rue in 
pract ice. Local author i t ies , ins tead of exercising drast ical ly 
the i r r i gh t to compel t h e s lum owner to improve or close, 
h a v e preferred ruinously cost ly c learance schemes, which 
in effect give t h e s lum owner a h e a v y reward for car ry ing 
on a business which is as immora l a n d anti-social as' t h e 
wh i t e s lave traffic. T a k e t h e T a b a r d St ree t scheme, 
which is be ing cited b y Unionis t s as an i l lus t ra t ion of sueces 
ful r e fo rm. Th i s distr ict had 11 d e a t h - r a t e t w o and a halt' 
t imes t h a t for all London . T h e L o n d o n Coun ty Council 
had t o pay m o r e t han t h e original cost of building Cor t h e 

privilege of knocking down these pest i lent ial hovels : 
it will h a v e to spend £473,000 in all. of which £387,000 is 
pure loss. On such t e r m s there can be no hous ing reform. 
Unhappi ly , t h e Unionis t Bill would seem t o aim nt 
pe rpe tua t ing this m e t h o d b y encouraging local author i t ies 
to p u r s u e it. T h e million pound f u n d of t h e Housing 
Commissioners would be s imply a bonus t o t h e slum 
landlord, a bonus t h a t would be hear t i ly welcomed b y them, 
bu t would not car ry housing re form v e r y far . T h e r e is very 
m u c h t o be said for assisting f rom S ta t e f u n d s local 
au thor i t i es t o build houses where t h e y are needed i bu t 
such ass is tance should be governed b y t h e principle that 
not a f a r t h i n g of it should be d iver ted into t h e pockets 
of s lum landlords. F inance is a t t he roo t of housing, and 
two rules should be laid d o w n — t h a t no th ing should be 
paid for houses which aro insani ta ry a n d condemned , 
a n d t h a t t he land upon which t hey rest should be bought 
at a fair , no t 1111 inf la ted value. W e shall have t h e correct 
measure provided b y the land va lua t ion under Mr. Lloyd 
George 's Budge t . T h e promoters of t h e Unionis t scheme 
seem f u r t h e r to incline to t he view t h a t rura l hous ing needs 
less a t t e n t i o n t h a n u rban housing. There a re as m a n y 
s lums in the villages as in t he t o w n s ; t he house hunger 
is infinitely more harassing, and t h e social consequences 
more far-reaching. 

If hous ing is t r ea t ed a tomieal ly . w i t h o u t re la t ion t o o ther 
pa r t s of a general scheme of social repair , t he t r ea tmen t 
is cer ta in to be cost ly and fut i le . Hous ing m u s t be related 
to t h e Budge t , which will give us an universal land va lua t ion , 
which has given us land taxes designed t o dr ive building 
lund in to t he m a r k e t , and which has provided a precedent 
for ex tens ion to agr icul tura l land. I t mus t be related 
to t he policy of small holdings ; wi thout an a d e q u a t e 
supply of co t tages t h e land canno t be m a d e accessible to 
the small m a n . Above all, it m u s t be re la ted t o a reform 
of local t axa t ion . One of the g rea tes t obstacles t o social 
reform is t he fact t h a t local au thor i t i es a re d e p e n d e n t for 
revenue u p o n a r a t e imposed u p o n buildings. T h a t r a t e 
ought t o be complete ly abolished, and replaced p a r t l y b y a 
ra te u p o n site va lue and p a r t l y b y some or o the r of those 
m a n y local t axes which are a t ' t h e disposal of foreign local 
author i t ies . A necessary corollary t o all these schemes 
is a r e a d j u s t m e n t of local and Imper ia l bu rdens , a n d the 
provision of s t imuli t o t he local au thor i t i es in t h e fo rm of 
S t a t e assis tance. Hous ing reform has an obvious claim 
upon t h e Deve lopment F u n d . T h a t f u n d h a s provided 
£40.001) a year for horse breeding. F o r £40.000 a year 
advanced t o local au thor i t i es 10,000 cot tages could In-
bui l t—10.000 decent houses could be created for m e n and 
women, and above all, children. And a f t e r all t h e y a re not 
less impor t an t t h a n horses. 

MR. LLOYD GEORGE AND THE TEA TAX. 

In t h e H o u s e of Commons on December 11th tho F inance 
Bill was considered in Commit tee . Clause 1. which provides 
for t he levying of t h e Tea D u t y was discussed a n d an amend-
men t . reducing tho d u t y , was proposed and considered. 
T h e a m e n d m e n t was opposed by t h e Chancellor of t he 
Exchequer , and tlie following is an ex t rac t f rom his speech, 
t aken f rom the official report of t h e d e b a t e :— 

T h e Motion now before t he House is an absolute ly 
impossible one for any Chancellor of t he Excheque r , 
and the hon. Gen t leman qui te realises it. 1 should havo to 
tind f t i .000,000 somewhere else if tho clause were omi t ted . 
1 could not possibly a t present see m y way t o do tha t 
wi thout a very considerable r e a d j u s t m e n t of t h e various 
burdens which are now cast on the di f ferent classes of t he 
c o m m u n i t y . 1 am not defending the Tea D u t y a t all. I 
tun n o t sure t h a t t lie re a n ' not o ther a n d hot te r m e a n s of 
levying con t r ibu t ions on people wi th smal means , but 
t hey h a v e t o be t h o u g h t out very careful ly. I a m n o t one 
of those who th ink t h a t anybody who is earn ing any th ing 
ough t to escape a l together frcan cont r ibu t ion . 1 ' th ink 
everyone ought to con t r ibu te his mi te , as it were, towards 
the Nat iona l Revenue , bu t the me thod of raising tha t 
money is a m a t t e r which I th ink well wor th t he while of 
those w h o ure interested in t he finance of t h e country 
tak ing a m u c h greater concern abou t . On the Continent 
there are otlier m e t h o d s of raising cont r ibut ion f rom people 
wi th small tneahs. In Saxonv the Income Tax is litOught 
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down to £45 a yea r . T h a t m e a n s t h a t p rac t ica l ly all t h e 
work ing classes the re p a y Income T a x . a n d there art- still 
o the r d u t i e s w h i c h fall heavi ly on t h e class which does not 
ea rn £45. W e can d iscover , in t h e admin i s t r a t i on of t he 
old age pensions, t h a t t h e poorer t he people are t he larger 
in p r o p o r t i o n is t he i r consumpt ion of ten. a n d the re fore 
t he T e a D u t y is an i m p o s t ve ry largely on t h e poorest classes 
of t h e c o m m u n i t y . Hut if t he T e a D u t y is t o lie abol ished 
there m u s t be some o t h e r m e t h o d of levying con t r ibu t ions 
I m e a n direct c o n t r i b u t i o n s — u p o n all sect ions of t h e 
c o m m u n i t y . T h e hon . G e n t l e m a n has in his m i n d some 
sort of s c h e m e w h e r e b y you can t a x some th ing ou ts ide t he 
l imits of t h e Un i t ed K i n g d o m a l toge the r . I will not deba t e 
t h a t , b u t even a s s u m i n g it could lie done . I do not t h i n k 
it would be a good t h i n g tha t you should put you r impost 
upon o t h e r s a n d leave a large section of t he communi ty 
wi thou t n n v sense of c o n t r i b u t i n g a n y t h i n g t o t ho common 
s tock. I a m sure it would be a bad th ing f rom t h e point of 
view of real interest in t he na t iona l well-being if t he re was 
not a real sense of responsibi l i ty for t h e e x p e n d i t u r e of t he 
year . T h a t has got t o lie d i s t r ibu ted over t h e whole 
popu la t ion . 

' I h a v e never had a n y s y m p a t h y wi th t he idea tha t 
someone has got t o be e x e m p t because he is ea rn ing a small 
a m o u n t . I t ought t o be m o r e or less t h e sort of principle 
which y o u havo in a place of worship , where everyone 
is supposed t o c o n t r i b u t e someth ing , however trifling, 
because t h e y feel t hey h a v e a k ind of interest in t h e c o m m o n 
work t h a t is going on . a n d t h e r e ought t o be t h e same 
common interest in t he work of t h e E m p i r e , a n d one way of 
realising t h a t is t o get eve ry sect ion of t h e communi ty 
t o c o n t r i b u t e . T h e only pr inciple 1 would lay down would 
be t h a t t h e y ough t t o c o n t r i b u t e in p ropor t i on t o the i r 
means . As fa r as t e a is concerned , for t h e m o m e n t 1 can 
t h i n k of n o m o r e ef fec t ive m e t h o d of r evenue unless you 
br ing d o w n you r I n c o m e T a x t o n £50 limit or charge 
a poll t a x . Chancel lors of t he E x c h e q u e r h a v e been dr iven 
to ind i rec t t a x a t i o n , because a n y a t t e m p t a t raising 
a n y t h i n g in t h e n a t u r e of a poll t a x f rom people ea rn ing 
weekly wages has genera l ly ended in d isas te r . Those w h o 
a re ra i s ing m o n e y for local purposes a re exper ienc ing t he 
same dif f icul ty . Y o u canno t get y o u r rn tes ns a ru le f rom 
people ea rn ing a weekly wage, a n d the re fo re it is merged in 
the r en t , a n d t h e m o n e y is collected f rom t h e land lord , 
a n d it is real ly for t h e s a m e reason. T h e r e is a good deal 
to be sa id on t he o t h e r s ide, bu t t h e ba lance of convenience , 
u p t o t h e p resen t , u n d o u b t e d l y has been in f a v o u r of the 
indi rec t m e t h o d of t axa t i on . W h e t h e r t e a is t he best 
m e t h o d of do ing it is a n o t h e r ques t ion . T h e r e is one 
a d v a n t a g e which tea h a s . it is an ar t ic le of general con-
s u m p t i o n ; it is an ar t ic le of a lmost universa l c o n s u m p t i o n . 
I t enab le s t h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r to get u t t he 
t ee to t a l e r as well as t h e beer a n d spir i t d r inker . T h e r e is 
ha rd ly a n y class of t h e c o m m u n i t y w h o do not d r ink tea . 
b u t t he r e a re p r o b a b l y h u n d r e d s of t h o u s a n d s who d o 
not s m o k e . Y o u h a v e go t . I do not know how many 
male a d u l t s . (An HON. MEMBER : " Seven mil l ions .") 
Well. I t h i n k t h a t is p u t t i n g it r a t h e r high. At a n y ra te , 
there is a cons iderab le p ropor t i on of t he ma le a d u l t s of t h e 
c o u n t r y w h o do not c o n t r i b u t e t o t a x a t i o n t h r o u g h tobacco 
or o t h e r excisable ar t icles . But a lmost t h e whole of these 
people d r i n k t ea . cocoa, or coffee. There fore , th i s is the 
one d u t y w h e r e b y we d o get i n to eve ry household . T h a t 
seems t o be one a d v a n t a g e which you get b y p u t t i n g a 
d u t y u p o n t ea . I t is t h e only m e t h o d I can th ink of except 
d i rec t t a x a t i o n , a n d I a m per fec t ly ce r ta in t h a t n o Chancel lor 
of t h e E x c h e q u e r would get u p a n d say t h a t he was willing 
t o face t h e responsibi l i ty of r educ ing t h e I n c o m e T a x limit 
to £40 o r £50. T h e cost of collect ion, a n d . 1 t h i n k , t he 
political diff icult ies, would be so great t h a t you could not 
faco it . H a v i n g s t a r t e d w i t h a low I n c o m e T a x ;n G e r m a n y , 
t hey can s t ick t o i t . b u t we. h a v i n g s t a r t e d wi th t he £120 
l imit , h a v e been dr iven u p w a r d s ins tead of pressed down-
wards Poli t ical economis t s , t h o u g h the i r op in ions m a y be 
sound u p o n t he ques t ion as t o where t h e t a x ought t o 
commence , h a v e not been able t o give m u c h pract ical 
gu idance on t h e sub j ec t of collection. T h e y do not know 
a n y t h i n g of t h e diff icul t ies of t he men w h o h a v e t o p u t t h r i r 
theories i n to ac tua l p rac t ice . Y o u mus t find a t a x t h a t 
bring* e v e r y b o d y in to c o n t r i b u t i o n , a n d for t h e m o m e n t 
I cnnnot t h i n k of a n y t h i n g b e t t e r t h a n t he T e a D u t y . 
T h e I n s u r a n c e Bill docs it b y a sort of indirect t a x on 
wages. These are t he on ly t w o m e t h o d s which b r i m 
e v e r y b o d y in t o c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s a c o m m o n purpose . 

AMENDMENT IN THE LAND CLAUSES OF THE 
FINANCE (1909-1910) ACT, 1910. 

D I S C I S S I O N S ON V A L U A T I O N ' . 
T h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s devo ted t h e t h r ee days , 11th, 

12th a n d 13tli December , t o the C o m m i t t e e , Kepor l . ai.ii 
T h i r d Read ing Stages of tho F inance Bill a n d p a s w d two 
a m e n d m e n t s t o t he land clauses of t he F inance (1900 
1910) Act . 1910. They affect the va lua t ion of co t t ages 
on es t a t e s a n d t h e va lua t ion of t i m b e r . 

V A L U A T I O N O F C O T T U i E K . 
T h e A m e n d m e n t concerning the va lua t ion of co t t ages was 

in t roduced at t he ins tance of ( ' ap t . K. (I. P r e t y m a n . in a 
new clause, passed by 283 votes to 31. and declared that 

in e s t i m a t i n g for t h e purposes of Sub-sec t ion (5) of 
Sect ion 7 of t h e F i n a n c e Act . 1894. the principal value 
of a n y agr icu l tu ra l p r o p e r t y which comprises co t tage* 
occupied bv persons e m p l o y e d solely for agr icu l tura l 
purposes in connect ion wi th the p rope r ty , no account 
shall lie t a k e n of any va lue a t t r i b u t a b l e to the fact tha t 
the c o t t a g e is su i tab le lor t h e res ident ia l purposes of any 
|s-rsons o t h e r t h a n agr icu l tu ra l labourers or workmen 
on t he e s t a t e . 
Mr. Jos ia l i C. Wedgwood and a n u m b e r of Liberal a n d 

L a b o u r m e m b e r s p ro t e s t ed strongly against this A m e n d -
m e n t . Mr. W edgwood said : T h e A m e n d m e n t is that 
where a landlord lets a 5s. house for Is. (Id. he shall benef i t . 
I do not th ink tha t m a n ought to benef i t , a n d 1 do not 
believe a n y Liberal economist would s ay the S t a t e ought 
to give an a d v a n t a g e to peop le who let 5s. bouses at cha r i ty 
r en t s . See w hat the first resul t will be. T a k e any landlord 
who knows tha t t he A m e n d m e n t h a s been curried and 
u n d e r s t a n d s how fa r - reach ing it is. H e has . ut p resen t , 
houses on his e s t a t e let a t -Is. or 5s. a week to t he people 
w h o work on t h e e s t a t e , w h o a re p a i d 20s. a week. Tha t 
m a n . if he desires to get t h e benefit of tin- Act , will imme-
dia te ly r educe t he ren t of his houses to his own men f r o m 
5s. to Is. a n d reduce the i r wages f rom 20s. to Ids. The 
m e n will be exac t ly as well off a f t e r t h e c h a n g e as before. 
T h e landlord will h a v e t h e a d v a n t a g e t h a t when Death 
Du t i e s a r e levied lower du t i e s will be levied upon him. 
F u r t h e r t h a n t h a t , t h e ve ry fact t h a t he is ab le to reduce 
t he wages of his l abourers f r o m 20s. to 16s.. wi thout h u r t i n g 
t he l abourers , it is t rue , ha s a b a d effect on wages t h rough-
o u t the d is t r ic t , a n d t hey a re cut d o w n . 

Mr. Lloyd George d e f e n d e d t he A m e n d m e n t in the 
following words : W h e n it is suggested tha t th is is un 
oppress ion of the poor c o t t a g e r a n d labourer it real ly sur-
passes m y poor Celtic imagina t ion t o find ou t on what 
g round t h a t is based . It is exac t ly t h e opposi te . A n y o n e 
who knows a n y t h i n g a b o u t c o t t a g e p r o p e r t y in country-
d i s t r i c t s would not e m b a r k upon it a s a sort of specula t ion . 
T h e theory t h a t rich l and lo rds bui ld c o t t a g e p r o p e r t y in 
o rder to p lunde r w o r k m e n a n d m a k e huge fo r tunes out 
of it . ha s abso lu te ly n o t h i n g to d o w i t h t h e f ac t s of the 
case. E v e r y o n e knows tha t c o t t a g e p r o p e r t y is not n 
specula t ion . It is a b a d inves tmen t f r o m the po in t of 
view of a n y o n e who tr ies to secure a percen tage on the 
m o n e y which he p u t s i n to it. You c a n n o t get good houses . 
I t does n o t p a y tha l and lords t o set t h e m up. It is a 
d i s t inc t loss to t h e landlord f rom a pecun ia ry po in t of view 
to do so, a n d it is real ly t h e business of t he S t a t e n o t to 
d i scourage t he landlord w h o does i t . but I go beyond 
t h a t , a n d say it is t he bus iness of t he S t a t e to encourage 
t h e landlord . T h e grea tes t oppress ion of all is to be II 
w o r k m a n , n o t mere ly at a low wage, bu t living in a bail 
house which will inflict physical i n j u r y upon h im and 
de s t roy t he hea l th of his fami ly . I a m n o t exagge ra t i ng 
t h e va lue of t he A m e n d m e n t , but it bus gome value . It is 
some e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o t he landlord t o e rec t co t tages . 
Ta lk abou t encourag ing rich landlords , it is an encourage-
ment n o t t o t h e rich bu t t o t he good landlords . The 
worse a landlord is t he less he will get out of this . Th( 
b e t t e r he is t h e more he will get ou t of it. 

V A L U A T I O N O F T I M B E R . 

( ' ap t . E . G. P r e t y m a n m o v e d ns a new clause :— 
" W h e r e an es t a t e , in respect, of which E s t a t e D u t y is 

payab le on t h P d e a t h of a person d y i n g on or a f t e r t h e 
th i r t i e th d a y of Apri l , n i n e t ' f n h u n d r e d a n d nine, compr i ses 
land on which t imlier , t rees , wood, or underwood a re trrow-

* 



2 0 0 Land Values. January, 1912, 

ing, t h e va lue of s u c h t imbe r , t rees , wood, or u n d e r w o o d 
shal l n o t be t a k e n i n t o accoun t in e s t i m a t i n g t h e pr incipal 
va lue of t h e e s t a t e or t h e r a t e of E s t a t e D u t y , anil E s t a t e 
D u t y sha l l n o t b e p a y a b l e t h e r e o n , b u t shall , a t t h e r a t e 
d u e t o t h e pr inc ipa l va lue of t b e e s t a t e Vie p a y a b l e 011 t he 
ne t m o n e y s (if a n y ) a f t e r d e d u c t i n g all necessary ou tgo ings 
•since t h e d e a t h of t h e deceased , which m a y f r o m t ime to 
t i m e be rece ived f r o m t h e sa le of t i m b e r , t rees , or wood 
w h e n felled d u r i n g t h e period which m a y elapse unt i l t h e 
l a n d , 011 t b e d e a t h of some o t h e r person , aga in becomes 
liable or would b u t for th i s Sub-sec t ion h a v e become liable 
t o E s t a t e D u t y , arid t h e owners or t r u s t e e s of such land 
shal l a c c o u n t fo r arid p a y t h e s a m e accord ing ly us and 
w h e n s u c h m o n e y s a r e received, w i t h in teres t at t h e r a t e 
of t h r e e pe r c e n t u m p e r a n n u m f r o m t h e d a t e when such 
m o n e y s a re received. 

" Sub-sec t ion (5) of Section s ix ty -one of t h e F i n a n c e 
(1909-10) Ac t . 1910 (which r e l a t e s t o d u t y in respec t of 
t i m b e r , t rees , or wood) Rhall h a v e effect a n d shall be 
d e e m e d a lways t o h a v e had effect as if t he words ' o n or 
a f t e r t h e t h i r t i e t h d a y of Apr i l , n ine teen h u n d r e d a n d 
n ine , ' were s u b s t i t u t e d for t h e w o r d s ' a f t e r t he -pass ing of 
th i s A c t . ' " 

T h i s c lause was a d o p t e d w i t h o u t a divis ion. 

T H E I N S T R U C T I O N S T O V A L U E R S . 

S p e a k i n g t o an A m e n d m e n t 011 a p roposed ex tens ion of 
t i m e for ob jec t ion t o p rov is iona l v a l u a t i o n , Viscount 
H e l m s l e y spoke w i t h , we t h i n k , e v e r y jus t i f ica t ion on t h e 
i n s t r u c t i o n s which were issued b y t h e I n l a n d R e v e n u e 
D e p a r t m e n t as t o v a l u a t i o n . H e snid :— 

T h e r e is a n o t h e r i n ju s t i ce abou t wh ich 1 should like 
s o m e e x p l a n a t i o n f rom the l ea rned A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l , a n d 
it r e l a t e s t o t h e i n s t ruc t ions issued b y t h e I n l a n d R e v e n u e 
D e p a r t m e n t 011 t h e 21st J a n u a r y . 1911. and p r in t ed b y 
o rde r of th i s H o u s e . 1 do not wish t o q u o t e t h e who le 
of t h e m , b u t it is c o m p a r a t i v e l y easy t o see w h a t t h e 
i n s t ruc t i ons a m o u n t to . T h e y a m o u n t t o th is , tlint w h e r e 
t h e occasion for v a l u a t i o n ar ises t h e va lue r s a re not neces-
sar i ly b o u n d to t a k e t h e pr ice a t w h i c h t b e p r o p e r t y c h a n g e d 
h a n d s as t h e accrued va lue , b u t t h e y a re t o a r r ive a t t h e 
gross va lue i n d e p e n d e n t l y , mid a t t b e full s i te va lue in-
d e p e n d e n t l y . T h e first pn rag rap l i of these I n s t r u c t i o n s 
s avs :— 

" B y t h i s m e t h o d t h e fo l lowing result, shall be a c h i e v e d . " 
T h e second p a r a g r a p h s a y s :— 
" T h e I n c r e m e n t Va lue D u t y will be col lec table in nil 

cases where t he r e lias been e i the r (a) an increase in t h e 
va lue of t h e s i te us c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e a c t u a l s i te va lue : 
o r (b) t h e un i t of v a l u a t i o n or t b e in t e re s t the re in h a s 
a c t u a l l y been sold fo r m o r e t h a n i ts w o r t h at t h e t i m e . " 

W h a t p rovis ions a r e t he r e in t h e A c t t o j u s t i f y inc rement 
be ing t a k e n in t h a t case ? W e were told all t h r o u g h t h a t 
t h e inc rement w a s on t h e s i te va lue , a n d t h e s i te va lue on ly . 
T h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r f r e q u e n t l y w a x e d e loquent 
011 t h e po in t t h a t 110 i m p r o v e m e n t s were t o be t a x e d , a n d 
t h a t n o o t h e r inc iden ta l accre t ion t o t h e v a l u e of t b e 
p r o p e r t y which was not d u e t o t he v a l u e of t h e s i te was t o 
lie t a x e d . Yet. we tind t h e G o v e r n m e n t D e p a r t m e n t issuing 
t o t l ie v a l u e r s nn In s t ruc t i on t o t a k e t h e occasional profit 
nnd cha rge I n c r e m e n t D u t y u p o n i t . a l t h o u g h t h e r e is no t 
a w o r d in t b e Act of P a r l i a m e n t to j u s t i f y such a p roceeding . 
T b e result ot t h a t is t h a t you t a k e t b e highest va lue where 
it su i t s y o u . in o rde r t o d e d u c t t h e va lue of t h e bui ld ing 
wh ich you h a v e asce r t a ined b y p u t t i n g y o u r gross v a l u e 
lower t h a n t h e h ighes t va lue , a n d t hen y o u a t t r i b u t e t h e 
whole increase to t h e increase in t b e site, a n d so c h a r g e 
I n c r e m e n t Value D u t y . 

At a recent m e e t i n g of t h e Middlesex C o m i t y Counci l . 
Mr . Lob jo i t m o v e d a resolut ion exp res s ing t he opin ion 
that , t h e Councils shou ld be enab led t o p u r c h a s e land 
v o l u n t a r i l y for t h e benefi t of t h e c o m m u n i t y . A grea t 
dea l of (litfioulty bad been put in t h e w a y of local bodies 
a c q u i r i n g land. As soon as it b e c a m e k n o w n tha t t h e 
C o u n t y Council were i n t e n d i n g p u r c h a s e r s t h e va lue was 
increased f r o m t e n t o f i f ty per cen t . All lie a sked was t h a t 
t h e y shou ld be ab le to go i n to tlie m a r k e t a n d b u y such 
land ut. m a r k e t pr ice . T h e o n l y w a y in wh ich t b e Council 
could w o r k t b e Smal l Ho ld ings Ac t was t o a c q u i r e 1111 e s t a t e . 
T b e m o t i o n w a s n o t c a r r i e d ; P R O P E R T Y M A R K E T R K V I F . U . 
D e c e m b e r 9th , 

"TRAGEDY IN A SLUM." 

B Y T H K R E V . F . E . W A T S O N . 

T h e d r e a r y squa re was sh rouded in t h e d a n k , grey-green 
fog of a d a r k N o v e m b e r d a y . T h e ra in leisurely descended 
in d r e n c h i n g showers wi th careless pers is tence, t u r n i n g 
w h a t was in fo rmer d a y s a g a r d e n of flowers i n to a scene 
of m u d d y deso la t ion . T h e r e were no visible s igns of life 
m o v i n g u p o n t h e face of t h a t mi ry was te , on ly t h e fa in t , 
flickering r a y s of light which c a m e f i l ter ing t h r o u g h t he 
p a t c h e d a n d b roken windows, p u n c t u a t i n g t h e walls of 
b lackness which enclosed t he squa re . I t seemed incredible 
t h a t h u m a n beings should dwell a m i d s t so d e s p e r a t e a n d 
so so rd id a scene. B u t we h a d only t o l isten t o t h e s t r ange , 
d i s c o r d a n t noises wh ich pierced t h e h e a v y - l a d e n a t m o s p h e r e 
a n d s t r u c k our h e a r t s chill, to k n o w t h a t it was a dwelling-
place of men . T h e s h a r p c ry of pa in ; t h e du l l m o a n of 
despa i r ; t h e ha r sh t o n e of anger a n d t h e loud s h o u t of 
r i b a l d r y s m o t e upon t he ear w i t h con fused ef fec t , m a k i n g 
us imag ine we h a d s t u m b l e d i n to t h e c o u r t y a r d of hell . 
And a b o v e t h e c l amour of s t r i den t voices, a n o t h e r voice, 
m o r e loud, m o r e pene t r a t i ng , s eemed to c ry . " A b a n d o n 
hope, all ye who en t e r in . " These were, indeed , t h e 
T e n e m e n t s of t he L o s t . I t was i n to such holes as these , 
t h a t men b r o k e n u p o n t h e wheel of life c rep t , " t o beat 
o u t the i r l i t t le lives " in hopeless despai r . I t was in to 
such homes as these t h a t l i t t le b a b e s were b o r n d a m n e d by 
d r i n k , on ly t o be c rushed b y cruel c i r cums tance . I t is in 
such hovels as these that , h u m a n lives a re recklessly ru ined 
a n d was t ed . And it. is t l ie rental- rol l of such d e n s which 
he lp t o swell tlie s lum-owner w i t h i m p o r t a n c e a n d m a k e 
h im w a x r ich. T h e v e r y s tones , s t a i n e d w i t h t h e b lood of 
t h e poor , seemed to c ry ou t in fierce p r o t e s t at s u c h i n f a m y . 
" T b e mills of G o d , " we learn, " g r ind s lowly . " b u t a 
cer ta in f ea r fu l f a t e awa i t s t h e m w h o " b e a t , t h e people t o 
pieces " a n d " gr ind t h e faces of t h e p o o r . " W e cross t h e 
s q u a r e a n d en t e r t h r o u g h a d o o r w a y in to a d imly- l igh ted 
passage : we a re bewi ldered a t t h e n u m b e r of d o o r s which 
br is t le 011 e i the r side, l ike holes in a r a b b i t - w a r r e n : every 
door m e a n s a r o o m ; ev e ry room m e a n s a fami ly a n d in some 
of these r o o m s famil ies of s ix. seven , a n d eight persons e a t . 
sleep, l ive a n d die. 

W e s t u m b l e in t h e semi -da rkness i n to a room w h e r e t h e 
sight w h i c h gree ts ou r eyes s ickens our hea r t s . The re , 
c rouch ing a n d sh iver ing over an e m b e r of fire, is t h e 
e m a c i a t e d form of a w o m a n , s c a n t i l v - c l a d — t h e s y m b o l of 
u t t e r d e s p a i r — v a i n l y seeking w a r m t h for her t i n y b a b e 
wh ich is c lasped t o he r b reas t . I n a corner of t h e r o o m is 
an old wooden b e d s t e a d , which has fal len u p o n evil d a y s , 
for it c a n scarcely suppo r t t h e h e a p of filthy r ags t h a t 
cover it a n d t h e t h r ee f r a g m e n t s of d i r t y h u m a n i t y w h i c h 
h u d d l e t o g e t h e r for w a r m t h . A knock-kneed t a b l e a n d a 
backless cha i r are t h e only o t h e r f u r n i t u r e in t h e room. 
T h e walls a re ga rn i shed w i t h squa res of pape r f r o m a wall-
pape r p a t t e r n - b o o k , wh ich m a k e s t h e m look like a var ie-
g a t e d cheque r -boa rd . W e t imid ly a p p r o a c h t h e w o m a n : 
one m o v e m e n t causes her to t u r n a g r imy face , bea r ing 
t races of a f a d e d b e a u t y , bu t n o w . hagga rd w i t h misery 
a n d s t a i n e d b y b i t t e r t ea r s ; her flaming eyes flash t h e 
def iance of despa i r a n d s t a b w i t h scorn , those w h o s t a r e 
upon lier fallen s t a t e . I n hissing tones of b i t t e r resent-
ment she jerkeil in to our ears t b e sad s t o r y of her terr ib le 
mi s fo r tune . F o r t w o d a y s he r ch i ld ren lind cried for b read , 
but she b a d no t so m u c h as a c rus t t o give t h e m , for t h e 
c u p b o a r d w a s bare . H e r h u s b a n d , a powerfu l y o u n g m a n . 
w h o m p o v e r t y was b reak ing , h a d wa lked u p a n d d o w n in 
tbe land for th ree long weary m o n t h s , in a boo t less search 
for work , but 110 m a n hail hired h im. T h e r epea ted 
refusals , t h e chilly c o n t e m p t , w h i c h greeted bis earnes t 
en t r ea t i e s for work , were chaf ing his spir i t , h a r d e n i n g his 
heart a n d rank l ing in bis mind . I t is such a n exper ience 
which sends t he iron d e e p in to m e n ' s souls. A few d a y s 
before be bad p leaded for work , a t a colliery some miles 
d i s t an t f rom the t o w n in wh ich he l i ved—but in va in . H e 
t u rned bis face t o w a r d s home , but passing down t h e 
waggon-way . he espied some r o t t e n ra i lway sleepers , long 
east a w a y . T h e wood, he t h o u g h t , would m e a n light a n d 
w a r m t h for bis s t a rv ing wife a n d ba i rns at home. H e ben t 
d o w n to procure some wood, when t he h e a v y h a n d of a 
b lue-coated g u a r d i a n of t he peace was laid u p o n h i m . H e 
spen t t h e night in a cell ; t h e next d a y be was hau led 
before a m a g i s t r a t e a n d s u m m a r i l y sent t o prison for 
fou r t een d a y s ' ha rd labour . 
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T h e b r o k e n - h e a r t e d wile a n d tin ter ror-s t r icken chi ldren Three shil l ings a n d s ixpence a week lie c la ims for t ha t 
w a t c h a n d wai t and l isten for t he f a the r who does not smal l , s t u f f y , f i l thy, ve rminous room. We send for food 
come. B u t t h e landlord comes wi th hea \ \ I r ead , to d e m a n d a n d c lo th ing : we sa t i s fy tho un jus t d e m a n d s of t he sloe k. 
his blood m o n e y a n d t o t h r e a t e n to tu rn t b e defenceless complacent landlord , a n d t u r n a w a y with hear t s chok ing 
family i n to t he cold, w i n t r y s t ree t should it not be for th- w i t h impo ten t anger . How long I How long will t ho 
coming. people s u b m i t ? 

» 

N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 

MANCHESTER LEAGUE. 
1, Pr inecss S t ree t , A lbe r t Square . Manches te r . 

Dur ing D e c e m b e r mee t ings h a v e been addressed at 
Wakefield T r a d e s a n d Labour Council (A. II. Weller). 
Queen ' s P a r k P a r l i a m e n t (W. N o r m a n a n d 11. Cowper) . 
Manches ter C h a m b e r of Commerce (E. Neilson, M.I'.). 
Moss Side Libera l Club (F. Neilson, M.P.) , Memorial Hall 
(F . Xeilson, M.P.) . 

U p t o t h e t i m e of going to press, t b e following meet ings 
h a v e been a r r a n g e d : 

-Jan. 4.—Lymm Women's Liberal Association. A. 11. Weller. 
8.—N. Salfonl L.Y.L, Cobden Hall. ,1. Bagot. "What is 

Political Eeonomv ? " 
„ 10.—Mottram Women's Liberal Association. ,1. Bagot. 
,, 10.—Queen's Park Parliament. .1. Bagot. 

13.—Queen's Park Parliament. I). Catterall. 
13.—Queen's Park Parliament. F. (J. Lloyil. 
14.—W. Salfonl I.L.P., Debate between T. II. Ligo and 

J. F. Thomson on "Single Tax v. Land Nationalisa-
tion." Jlilton Hall, Pendleton. 7.30. 

„ 22..—Choetham Hill Congregational Literary Society. A. H. 
Weller. "Can poverty be abolished ? 

22.—-N. Salford L.Y.L., Coblen Hall. .1. Bagot. " Ethic s of 
Single Tax." 

„ 24.—Queen's Park Parliameot. T. H. Ligo. 
25.—N.W. Manchester L.Y.L., Chectham Liberal Club. 

A. H. Weller. 
„ 30.—Ashton-under-Lyne, Town Hall. E. G. Hemmenle. K.C. 

2, 9, 23, 30.—Astley Bridge L.Y.L. Economic Class. 1>. 
Catterall. 

,, 3, 17, 31.—Bolton L.Y.L. Economie Class. ,1. Baf:ot 
„ 4. 11, 18. 25.—Economic Class meetings in League's Office 

at 7.45 p.m. 

T b e series of mee t ings in Le igh addressed b y t h e Secre ta ry 
a t t h e e n d of N o v e m b e r g a v e sa t i s fac t ion t o t h e local 
Liberals , a n d were well r epo r t ed in t h e local pape r s . At 
four of t h e mee t ings resolut ions were u n a n i m o u s l y carr ied 
calling u p o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o has t en t h e Valua t ion , 
a n d s imilar resolut ions h a v e been carr ied at several o t h e r 
meet ings addressed b y t h e League 's speakers la te ly . 

T h e m e e t i n g for business mon in t b e a f t e r n o o n of Decern 
ber I I t h was v e r y successful . Dr. McDougall p res ided , 
a n d Mr. Xeilson g i v e an addres s t h a t appea led not only 
to t l r - b e a d s but, also t o t h e hea r t s of t h e audience . Mr. 
Xeilson also addressed publ ic mee t ings on December 11th 
a n d 13th. Mr. J o h n B a g o t pres ided ove r t b e Monday 
even ing mee t ing , a n d Mr. E. Melland took t b e cha i r at t in' 
Memorial Mull on t he W e d n e s d a y evening, a n d t h o u g h 
t he a t t e n d a n c e w a s n o t large, t h e speake r ' s e loquence 
a n d s ince r i ty a roused t h e interest, of t he s t r a n g e r s present 
a n d increased t h o e n t h u s i a s m of t b e con ve r t ed . Resolu t ions 
were car r ied unan imous ly at b o t h meet ings , tha t a t t he 
Memorial Ha l l being a s follows :-

T h a t th i s mee t ing urges t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o has ten iu 
e v e r y possible way t h e va lua t i on of land now proceeding, 
in o rde r t h a t t he"p roposa l s t o t a x a n d r a t e land va lues 
c o n t a i n e d i n t h e r c c e n t L A N D A N D T A X A T I O N R E F O R M 
MEMORIAL m a y be speedi ly a d o p t e d . 

At a Council mee t ing of t h e Lancashi re and Cheshire 
F e d e r a t i o n of Y o u n g Libera l l e a g u e s held in Manches te r , 
on N o v e m b e r 24th , t h e E x e c u t i v e r e c o m m e n d e d B r a n c h e s 
t o d e v o t e t h e m o n t h of Oc tobe r in each yea r t o a Young 
Liberal munic ipa l p r o g r a m m e , a n d t o use- t h e Municipal 
P r o g r a m m e recent ly issued (p r in ted in N o v e m b e r LAND 
VALUES) A* a basis." Th i s po in t s t o m u c h good work being 
d o n e e a c h y e a r b y Yoiuig Libera l s lor t he t r ans fe rence of 
r a tes on to" land "values, a n d t h a t will help t o force th i s 
ques t ion u p o n t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e munic ipa l c a n d i d a t e s 
a n d council lors, a s well a s t b e general public . 

A R T H U R H . W E L L E R , S e c r e t a r y . 

MIDLANDS LEAGUE. 
20, Cannon S t r ee t . B i r m i n g h a m . 

Meetings h a v e been addressed b y t he Secre ta ry at t b e 
follow ing places du r ing December : — P e r r y Bar r Adul t 
School ; W o l v e r h a m p t o n (Blakenhal l , Orais ley, E t t ingsha l l . 
W'hit more Roans) ; C o v e n t r y , l . L . P . D e b a t e ; L a d y wood 
Liberal Club. 

C O V E N T R Y D E B A T E . 
At Coven t ry Mr. C h a p m a n W r i g h t took tho a f f i rma t ive 

in a d e b a t e on a resolut ion : " T h a t t h e T a x a t i o n of Land 
Values is a r e m e d y for exis t ing social ev i l s . " T b e nega t i ve 
was t a k e n b y Mr. W. M. A d a m s o n of t b e l . L . P . 

Mr. Wr igh t po in ted out t he necessi ty of agreeing on a 
principle as t he basis of a n y ideal s t a t e a n d believed t h a t 
nil progressive par t i es would a c c e p t t he suggest ion t h a t 

each shou ld havo t h e r ight t o do as lie pleased provided 
t h a t lie d id no t infr inge on bis n e i g h b o u r s equa l l i be r ty . " 
I t was clear t h a t tho accep t ance of th i s pr inciple en ta i led 
equa l r igh ts to land—al l n a t u r a l resources - a n d t h e only 
prac t ica l m e t h o d of secur ing those equa l r igh ts was b y t he 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values ; in o the r w o r d s t h e collection f r o m 
holders of t h e values of the i r special privileges or m o n o p o -
lies a n d t h e using of these va lues for the c o m m u n a l needs . 

Mr. A d a m s o n accep ted t h e pr incip le of equa l r igh ts but, 
a rgued t h a t t he c o m m u n i t y m u s t own and control n o t 
only t he l and b u t all t h e capi ta l . H e regre t ted t h a t his 
o p p o n e n t h a d not dea l t m o r e ful ly w i th t h e evils of swea t ing , 
Ac., but unless socialism was secured it was impossible 
t o abobsh t he power of t h e capi ta l is t to con t inue ex is t ing 
low wages a n d un jus t cond i t ions of e m p l o y m e n t . 

Mr. Wr igh t t r a c e d t h e effect of t a x i n g land va lues in 
t h rowing open t b e inexhaus t ib le s to rehouse , l and , and 
urged t h a t the re was no fo rm of w e a l t h , inc luding cap i t a l , 
which could not lie p r o d u c e d b y inte l l igent l abou r w i t h 
access t o l and . H e m a i n t a i n e d tha t idle l andowners would 
be so penal ised by l and va lue t a x a t i o n as to allow labour 
to p roduce amp le a n d ce r ta in suppl ies of food, c lo th ing , 
houses. <Vc., for t he use of t hose w h o were willing to r ende r 
reasonable services in exchange . 

It still seemed to Mr. A d a m s o n t h a t only by t h e comple t e 
o rgan isa t ion of wea l th p roduc t i on a n d d i s t r ibu t ion by t h e 
S t a t e could the people Is- freed f r o m the gr ip of cap i ta l i sm. 
T h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values m i g h t be all a d v a n t a g e o u s 
s t e p to t a k e , but it was no solut ion of t h e p rob lem. 

T h e audience , chiefly socialists, g a v e Mr. W r i g h t a very 
cordial send-off on his d e p a r t u r e for B i rmingham, a n d 
d a t e s for f u t u r e f r iendly d e b a t e s will l«- a r r anged . 

C H A P M A N W R I C H T , S e c r e t a r y . 

NORTHERN LAND VALUES LEAGUE, 
!M), P i lg r im S t ree t , Xowcas t lc -on-Tyne . 

Fol lowing t h e recen t a t t a c k on Har t lepool by t he Land 
Union, a n d fail ing t o g e t a show iu the local pape r , a 
mee t ing was organised in Har t l epoo l oil T u e s d a y , 12th 
December . to rep ly to i In p l a t f o r m a n d n e w s p a p e r cr i t icisms. 
Tb< s p e a k rs were Mr. l-red Ski r row and t h e Sec re ta ry of 
t h i s League. T h e m e e t i n g was a great success, a n d a 
n u m b e r of o u r o p p o n e n t s were p re sen t . T h e ques t i ons p u t 
indicated t h a t these people ne i ther u n d e r s t a n d t h e pr incip le 
of t b e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, no r t h e 1909 10 B u d g e t . 
Mr. Reid was heckled on var ious po in t s , one in pa r t i cu la r 
being t h e case of a house a n d land b o u g h t for £280 a n d 
va lued a t £170. Ti e ques t ioner was a s k e d t o supp l emen t 
bis ques t ion by s t a t ing when t he house was b o u g h t , a n d 
lie a d m i t t e d tha t ten yea rs had e lapsed be tween the pu rchase 
a n d t h e v a l u a t i o n . It was po in t ed out that tho p a r t y bad 
t h e r e f o r e t e n yea r s ' f ree o c c u p a n c y of t he house, wh ich 
u ider a v e r a g e condi t ions , would h a v o cost h im £14 pe r 
year . H e b a d , berefore saved £140 in rent which was 
more t h a n t b e d i f fe rence be tween £170 a n d £280. T b e 
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ques t i one r w a s t h e n a s k e d if h e knew w h e t h e r t h e p a r t y 
h a d spent, m o n e y t o m a i n t a i n t h e q u a l i t y of t h e house , 
or it he— t h e ques t i one r would ca re t o give £280 a f t e r t e n 
yea rs ' o c c u p a n c y for no o t h e r roason t h a n t h a t t h e owner 
h a d p a i d t h a t a m o u n t for it or iginal ly . He w a s f u r t h e r 
a s k e d if he k n e w t h a t a m a n was en t i t l ed t o s t a t e 011 F o r m 
l \ . Iiow m u c h ho h a d s p e n t in r epa i r s a n d m a i n t e n a n c e 
m o r d e r t h a t lie s h o u l d o b t a i n relief for t h a t a m o u n t . 
One g e n t l e m a n called o u t t h a t even if t h e m a n h a d f ree 
o c c u p a n c y lie h a d p a i d for t h e house , a n d t h e rep ly was , 
t h a t pooplo pa id for t he i r c lo thes , but the i r c lo thes wore 
ou t . A p r o p e r t y o w n e r p r e s e n t also repl ied t o t h e ques t ion , 
and s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e m e d y for u n d e r v a l u a t i o n was t o 
m a k e mi appea l . H e i n s t anced lii.s own exper ience and how 
lie h a d go t tho v a l u a t i o n r e a d j u s t e d b y t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e 
of t h e right to a p p e a l . 

T h e local p a p e r rep l ied to c r i t i c i sms by Mr. Reid, a n d 
g a v e HK a reason for not pub l i sh ing his le t te r t h a t he h a d 
m i s u n d e r s t o o d what w a s mean t bv va lua t i ons be ing 
modif ied by 200 per cen t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y for t h e pape r , 
the legal g e n t l e m a n cri t ic ised h a s a lso repl ied , and does 
no t accuse Mr. Reid of m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g Ids po in t . He 
s imply accuses him of being unwise in c o m m e n t i n g 011 t h o 
s ta tement , t ha t a v a l u a t i o n h a d been modi f i ed b y 200!per 
cent . He r a t h e r t r ies t o p r o v e t h a t his p o i n t is cor rec t , 
a n d g ives ins tances f r o m Sco t l and , in which ho has ev iden t l y 
t r i p p e d ove r t he pecul iar i t ies of a land s y s t e m which he 
does not u n d e r s t a n d . 

T h o co r respondence which was closed d o w n lias now been 
re o p e n e d by our mee t i ng , a n d t h e local L ibera l s seem well 
pleased w i t h t h e result of t h e moot ing. Mr. Skirrow w a s 
n o t heckled 011 his speech , which was m u c h a p p r e c i a t e d . 
I lie cr i t ics d e v o t e d t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e F i n a n c e Hill 1909-10, 

a n d t h e pos i t ion of house -owners in r ega rd t o v a l u a t i o n . 
On t h e even ing of t h e 12tli, o u r Vice -Cha i rman Mr. 

• lames Vei tch , t ook a m e e t i n g at, W h i t l e y Hay. in o rde r 
to let t h e S e c r e t a r y get to Har t lepool ! O n t h e 2Sth 
December t h e Sec re t a ry add re s sed a m e e t i n g of t h e H a r t l e y 
> o u n g Libera l League . 

T h o S e c r e t a r y ' s f u t u r e e n g a g e m e n t s a t t i m e of wr i t ing 
aro :— 
Sun., I4th Jan.—Newcastle Socialist Society. 
Thin-., 18th Jan. Dunston Social and Literary Society. 

25th Jan.- South Shields Young Liberal League. 
WM. REID, Secre ta ry . 

YORKSHIRE LEAGUE. 
H8, B o a r L a n e , Leeds . 

Mr. H a r r y d e P a s s r ecen t ly p a i d a \ iHit to Yorksh i r e , 
where lie addressed I :i meet ings . A l t h o u g h some of Un-
meet ings were n o t l a rge ly a t t e n d e d t he c a m p a i g n has h a d 
a s t i m u l a t i n g ef fec t a n d has p r o v o k e d m u c h discussion 
t h r o u g h o u t t he d i s t r i c t . T h e speeches de l ivered b y Mr. 
d e P a s s were excellent whi l s t his answers to ques t ions 
were m o s t lucid , a n d i n v a r i a b l y sat isf ied tho audiences , 
t h e r e w a s a largo d e m a n d fo r l i t e r a t u r e a t t h e mee t ings , 

a n d t r o m one vi l lage a lone six n e w m e m b e r s were enrol led. 
T h e r e w a s a lso a good response to t h e col lect ions t a k e n . 

In response t o spec imen copies of LAND VALUES a n d 
o t h e r l i t e ra tu re s en t t o pub l i c m e n a n u m b e r of new 
m e m b e r s h a v e been enrol led. 

A discussion w h i c h s t a r t e d on N o v e m b e r 5 t h in t h e 
co lumns of t he YORKSHIRE OBSERVER is still be ing car r ied 
011 b y f r i ends of t he m o v e m e n t . 

As t he r e is a p roposa l for closing t h e Newcas t l e Office 
w e a re looking f o r w a r d to Mr. Reid m a k i n g West B a r 
C h a m b e r s his h e a d q u a r t e r s , a n d in view of th i s fact Mr. 
Reid has consen ted t o p repa re a series of e ight lec tures 
which it is hoped lie will de l iver ea r ly next your in Leeds . 
Sheffield, a n d possibly one or t w o o t h e r large towns . T h e 
sy l l abus is e x p e c t e d t o he issued in tin- course of t h e nex t 
two weeks mid final a r r a n g e m e n t s c o m p l e t e d . 

T h e m e e t i n g s held d u r i n g N o v e m b e r a n d D e c e m b e r 
were at O u t w o o d W . M . Club, R a s t r i e k W o m e n ' s Liberal 
Associa t ion . Br id l i ng ton Liberal Club. Wakef ie ld I .L .P . 
Oakwor t l i Mechanics I n s t i t u t e . L i n t h w a i t e Liberal Cluli! 
Wakef ie ld Social I n s t i t u t e . T h o r n t o n Liberal Club C r o s s -
bills F r i e n d l y Ha l l . Brook House W.M. Club (Sandal ) . 
Den ho lme Assembly B o o m s . Silsden Co-opera t ive Rooms . 
Oxoiiliopo N a t i o n a l School , Wi l sden Mechanics I n s t i t u t e . 
Cngg les tone W.M. Club, H a w o r t h Assembly R o o m s 
R u s k m College. Leeds , G l u s b u r n I n s t i t u t e , ' S t a n b u r y 
Council School . Wakef ie ld T r a d e s a n d L a b o u r Club 

Iveighley T e m p e r a n c e Hal l . Cowling Liberal C lub , D e n b v 
Dale Liberal Club, R u s k i n College. Leeds, a n d Leeds 
L. V L . (Head ing ly B r a n c h ) . 

T h e speake r s were : H a r r y de Pass , F . Sk i r row, W 
I h o m s o n . J . P . , .Ashley Mitchell . C. H. S m i t h s o n , F 
Dickinson, A. H. Weller, E . A. Lassen . E v e r i t t Binns , and 
\\ a rwick Mitchell . 

T h e m e m b e r s of t h e Y o r k s h i r e L e a g u e h a v e b e e n car ry-
ing on q u i t e a br i l l i an t c o r r e s p o n d e n c e in t h e c o l u m n s of 
t h e Y O R K S H I R E D A I L Y O B S E R V E R . 

F. SKIRROW, Sec re t a ry . 

JOSIAH C. WEDGWOOD, M.P., AT NEWCASTLE-
UNDER-LYME. 

T h e L a n d Union lias d o n e Mr. J o s i a h W e d g w o o d , M.P . , 
t he h o n o u r of c o n c e n t r a t i n g u p o n his c o n s t i t u e n c y a n d 
recent ly C a p t a i n P r e t y m a n addressed a m e e t i n g a t New-
cast le- under - L y m e in s u p p o r t of t h e w o r k t h a t h is organisa-
t ion h a s 111 h a n d . O n D e c e m b e r 19th, a t a c r o w d e d and 
en thus i a s t i c m e e t i n g a t Newcas t le , Mr. W e d g w o o d replied 
111 a m a n n e r t h a t de l igh ted his aud ience . H e p o i n t e d out 
t h a t C a p t a i n P r e t y m a n h a d t a k e n hold of t h e dif f icul t ies 
ot cor rec t a n d speedy v a l u a t i o n w h i c h h a d r e su l t ed f r o m 
concessions m a d e t o Cap ta in P r e t y m a n a n d his p a r t y b y 
t h e Chance l lor of t he E x c h e q u e r . C a p t a i n P r e t y m a n was . 
111 f a c t , d e n o u n c i n g his own h a n d i w o r k . Mr. W e d g w o o d 
po in t ed o u t t h a t C a p t a i n P r e t v m a n h a d been p a r t i c u l a r l y 
u n t o r t u n a t e when , in t r y i n g t'o p r o v e t h a t t h e r i ch m a n 
would benef i t b y s h i f t i n g r a t e s on t o l and va lues , he h a d 
t a k e n as his e x a m p l e t h e D u k e of Devonsh i r e , whose 
magn i f i c en t m a n s i o n of C h a t s w o r t h wou ld 110 longer be-
ra ted . T h e r e was a s ensa t i on in t h e a u d i e n c e w h e n Mr. 
W e d g w o o d a n n o u n c e d t h a t C h a t s w o r t h H o u s e w a s r a t ed 
wi th i ts a m e n i t i e s at on ly £750, a n d t h a t a b o u t 800 acres 
ot a d j a c e n t p a r k l and w a s r a t e d a t o n l v f r o m 5s. t o 10s. 
a n ac re or a b o u t a f o u r t h of w h a t n e i g h b o u r i n g f a r m l ands 
paid . He p o i n t e d o u t f u r t h e r t h a t t h e D u k e of D e v o n s h i r e 
h a d a smal l ho ld ing of 3§ acres in P iccad i l ly w o r t h a t 
least a mill ion b u t assessed a t o n l y £ 4 , 1 6 8 : t h a t he was 
selling land a t E a s t b o u r n e a t u p t o £5,000 a n ac re a n d 
t h a t 011 these p rope r t i e s he would p a y v a s t l y m o r e u n d e r 
a l and va lue s t a x . T h e D u k e ' s f a the r - i n - l aw , t h e .Marquis 
of L a n s d o w n e , had a n a d j a c e n t smal l ho ld ing of t h r e e acres 
in P iccadi l ly , a n d w o u l d be in a s imi la r pos i t ion . 

Mr. O u t h w a i t e also spoke a n d m e n t i o n e d t h a t , h a v i n g 
seen a n ar t ic le in t h e DAILY MAIL en t i t l ed " N o w h e r e t o 
Live 111 wh ich it w a s s t a t e d t h a t m e n were fo r ced t o go 
t o t h e Che lmsfo rd W o r k h o u s e because no c o t t a g e s could 
be h a d . v i s i t ed t h e d i s t r i c t . N o w h e r e was i t m o r e necessary 
t o force land i n to use t h a n in tli is l and- locked c e n t r e in 
C a p t a i n P r e t y m a n ' s divis ion. Mr. W e d g w o o d i n t e n d s t o 
r e t u r n C a p t a i n P r e t y m a n ' s c o m p l i m e n t b v ho ld ing a 
Land T a x m e e t i n g a t Che lmsford a t a n e a r l y ' d a t e . 

SCOTTISH NOTES AND NEWS. 
G L A S G O W C O R P O R A T I O N A N D L A N D V A L U E S . 

D O N A T I O N OK £ 2 5 T O W A R D S T H E COST O F T H E C O N F E R E N C E 
ON T H E T A X A T I O N O F L A N D V A L U E S , H E L D A T 

G L A S G O W , 1 1 T H A N D 1 2 T H S E P T E M B E R . 

Bailie K i n g drew a t t e n t i o n t o a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of t h e 
F inance C o m m i t t e e t h a t a g r a n t of £25 be g iven t o w a r d s 
t h e expenses incurred in connec t ion w i t h t h e Conference 
held in Glasgow in S e p t e m b e r las t u n d e r t h e auspices 
of t h e Sco t t i sh League for t he T a x a t i o n of Land Values. 
He a r g u e d t h a t t h e g r a n t i n g of £25 for such a pu rpose 
was illegal. He m o v e d t h a t t h a t por t ion of t h e m i n u t e s 
lie r e m i t t e d back . 

Mr. Bowers , replying to a ques t ion b y Mr. P . G. S t e w a r t 
as to t h e legal i ty of t h e m a t t e r , sa id t h a t t h e Corpora t ion , 
h a v i n g a l r eady given a reception t o t h e League a n d pa id t h e 
expenses for i t . it did not seem a good t h ing for t h e m , 
a f t e r swal lowing t h e cow. t o boggle over t h e r u m p . 
( L a u g h t e r a n d hear , hear . ) 

Mr. J o h n S t e w a r t said t h a t whi le he h a d m o r e t h a n a 
sneak ing regard for t he principles of t h e l e a g u e for t h e 
Taxat ion of Land Values. |,e t h o u g h t it r a t h e r d a n g e r o u s 
to g r a n t m o n e y to a b o d y wi th a poli t ical bias. T h e o b j e c t 
could in no sense be t e r m e d c h a r i t y . 

Bailie Als ton said t h a t t he Corpora t ion shou ld listen 
t o no ob jec t ions to t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n . T h e T a x a t i o n of 
Land \ a lues h a d been a publ ic policy p r o m u l g a t e d b v tha t 
Council. I t w a s no t a polit ical ques t ion . ( " O h . " ) B o t h 
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parties in Parliament had passed resolutions in favour of 
tfie policy time and again. Ho hoped the Council would 
not stultify itself now. 

Mr. Kennedy said that Bailie Alston in a short t ime 
would have the political platform to himself, but he did 
not think it was fair for him to come there and use tin 
Council Chamber as a political platform. 

Mr. W. F. Anderson said the question was political only 
in the same sense as the House-Letting Bill and the temper 
anee question. (Hear, bear.) 

On a vote by roll, 4(5 supported the minutes and I I 
voted for the amendment . 

At the Political Economy Class on Monday, 1th Decern 
l>cr, Mr. David Cassels, junior, gave an address 011 " Money 
and its Functions." The lecturer made a wide survey of 
money—its various kinds and uses. An interesting dis-
cussion followed the address. 

Mr. Francis C. B. Douglas begins a series of lectures in 
January to tho Barrhead Liberal Association. The 
lectures will continue for eight weeks and will comprise 
the syllabus outlined by Mr. Douglas in last month 's issue. 

Mr. William Cassels has also, at the request of tie 
Kutherglen Liberal Association, undertaken a series of 
lectures on Political Economy. These lectures are given 
as an extension of a series of lectures on Free Trade. The 
lectures begin in January and end in March. 

The two classes carried 011 by Mr. M. Wilson Paul and 
Mr. William Cassels have brought together a band of 
splendid students who are eagerly assimilating the doctrines 
of Henry George. 

The Rev. J . Cairns Mitchell, of Ardanadam, Argyleshire. 
will deliver an address a t Dunoon 011 the Taxation of 
Land Values early in January . 

In the GLASGOW H E R A L D of 7th December, Councillor 
Wm. D. Hamilton, of the Scottish League, has an exhaustive 
letter dealing with the question of the proposed extension 
of the City boundaries. I11 an effective manner he deals 
with objections to the scheme on the part of Renfrewshire 
County Coimcil. The following is an ex t r ac t : 

Were it not for ground landlordism as w e find it to-day, 
Glasgow, to its great advantage and the advantage 
no less of humani ty and the world ot large, could he 
easily spread over ten times the area presently occupied. 
At present, many of her people to avoid the congestion 
take her t rams and escape to the County of Renfrew- and 
other similar outskirts, with the result tha t land 
which formerly yielded £2 or £3 per acre per annum 
and paid some rates and taxes, now yields 20 or 30 times 
that amount and pays practically no rates or taxes. 
Glasgow is not only entitled to a reasonable profit on her 
trams, but in equity is also entitled to those values 
which arc the product of her communal enterprise and 
activity. In other words. Glasgow is going to have land 
values either taxed or rated at the earliest possible 
opportunity, and this 110 doubt is her unpardonable 
offence in the eyes of the Renfrew County Council. When 
this is accomplished neither agriculture nor any other 
industry will suffer, bu t . on the contrary, public service-
will be. to the advantage of all. extended and improved 
and all industries will enjoy the fruits of their production. 

During December nineteen meetings have been addressed 
by the League's speakers at Trades ton Liberal Association, 
Oovan C.I.I.. , Coatbridge C.I.L.. Larbert Liberal Associa-
tion, Springburn C.I.L.. Alexandria U.I.L.. Maryhill I.L.P.. 
Anderson C.I.L.. Bridgeton Liberal Association, Clydebank 
Liberal Association, I rving and District (three meetings), 
Beith Liberal Association. Springburn Young Scots. 
Kingston Literary Association. Barkip. Ayrshire. Addie-
well. Linlithgowshire. The Political Economy Class met 
on the 4tli, 7th, 11th. 14th, 18th, and 21st December. 
A meeting of the Executive was held on the (5th, and a 
special meeting on the Oth. A social meeting was held in 
Charing Cross Halls nn the 22nd. The following were the 
League s speakers for the month :—David McLardy, 
Graham Cassels, Adam Muir, David Cassels, junr. , Peter 
Burt, J .P . , Douglas Macdonald, M. Wilson Paul, M.A., 
William Cassels, Robert Cassels, Alexr. Mackendrick. 

T H E " R E W A R D " OK OWNERSHIP . 
Valuation Appeal Case. The Land Valuation Court gave 

judgment on Saturday in an ap |xa l by Neil Ferguson, 
occupier of Holding 12, in the township of Skiniden. Glen-
dale. against the valuation of his holding being increased 
from £3 Us. tkl. to £7 lis. 6d. The appellant was crofter 
up till litOj, and 011 that year he purchased his holding 
from the Congested Districts Board, thn price to lie paid 
by instalments iu fifty years. He claimed that he wa.-
still a tenant, but the assessor valued his holding 011 flic 
principle that I10 was the owner. The Court affirmed the 
determination of the Inverness Valuation Committee, 
sustaining tin- assessor's valuation. Lord Johnston said 
tha t from the date of entry u* purchaser of the holding the 
appellant ceased to be a crofter and became a proprietor, 
l ie did not now satisfy the^definition of crofter under the 
C r o f t e r s Act. and his yearly payment to the board was not 
rent, but tho price of the holding. HHIHLANM N I : W S , 
December 10th, I'M 1. 

DUMFRIES. 
A debate took place in tho Good Templar Hall. Annan, 

on December 13th, the subject being " Land Reform err*u* 
Temperance Reform : Which is tho Most (Urgent V Mr. 
Duncan ( aider. Nowbie, championed tho case for tho Land 
Reformers, while Mr. Watson Taylor, Edinburgh, advocated 
the cose of Temperance Reform. Provost Foster presided. 
.Mr. ('aider led off the debate, and in an effective manner 
sought to prove the great benefits to be derived from such 
reform. Men, he said, drink because they are poor. They 
are being driven into the slums of our large cities. Why, 
asked the speaker ? The land was being held up by a grasp-
ing landlordism. Proceeding, he said if men were to 
become teetotal it would not alter one whit the mass of 
poverty. First and foremost of all reforms, he said, must 
be land reform. Mr. Taylor, for temperance reform, said 
t ha t if we were to get any reform there was absolute need 
for a sober democracy. The greatest foe to democracy 
was ignorance, and a man could not, vea had not, the in-
clination to learn if his brain was steeped in alcohol. From 
a historical standpoint drunkenness was not a modern 
development. Long before the age of sltitndom such u 
state of affairs prevailed. During the course of the debate 
the audience were given an opportunity of taking part iu 
the discussion, and a good number took advantage. 

EDINBURGH LEAGUE. 
7. I>enpold Place, Edinburgh. 

On Monday, 20th November, under the joint auspices 
of the Peebles Young Scots Society and the Edinburgh 
League, a successful meeting was held in the Chambers, 
Town Hall, Peebles. Provost .1. A. Ballantyiie presided. 

PEACE on EARTH 
GOODWILL to MEN 

D o you desire to bring this about ? 
T h e n see that 

4d. " Progress and Poverty " 4d. 
(By p o s t S i d . ! C l o t h 81I.. by p o s t lOri.i 

is placed in every house in the Uni ted 
Kingdom. 

Revised and corrected from the 
author's own Edition. " Progress and 
Poverty " is indispensable to Land 

Reformers. 

John Bagot, Limited, L A N C A S H I R E . 

LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPT., 376-7, Strand, London, W.C., 
o r f r o m a n y B o o k s e l l e r . 
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T h e Secre tary del ivered a speech on the ease for Land 
Values T a x a t i o n , g iving a review of t h e life and wri t ings 
rtf H e n r y George, a n d Mr. T. F . Minnie, t he Pres ident of 
t he E d i n b u r g h League , gave an addres s on " Ancient 
Land L a w and i ts app l ica t ion to modern count r ies and 
t imes . " 

On December 5th a d e b a t e was held unde r t h e auspices 
of t h e League , in tho Oddfel lows ' Hall, E d i n b u r g h , on 
" Wou ld t h e Taxa t ion of L a n d Values be U n j u s t t o Owners 
a n d Occupiers in Pr inces Street 1 " Mr. D. M. Cuthber t son 
took u p t h o negat ive posit ion, being opposed hy Mr. R. 
Stir l ing Craig, S.S.O. A mos t i n fo rming discussion followed 
in which, a m o n g others , Mr. P . Max ton Cunn ingham and 
Mr. T . F . Minnie took p a r t . 

G . A N O T T E A D I E , H o n . S e c r e t a r y . 

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING. 

T h e J A N U A R Y Q U A R T E R L Y M E E T I N G o f t h e L e a g u e w i l l 
be held in Essex (Large) Hall. Essex S t ree t . S t r a n d , W .C.. 
on W e d n e s d a y , J a n u a r y 24th, 1912. Mr. II. G. Chancellor. 
M.P. , will t a k e t he cha i r a t 8 o 'clock. Mr. R. L. O u t h w a i t e 
will open t h e discussion on " Rura l Depopula t ion and 

T h e mee t ing is, as usual , open to all. 
are invi ted t o br ing as m a n y fr iends as 

Labour Unrest , 
a n d member s 
possible. 

T h e Quar te r ly Meet ings h a v e usual ly been hold on 
Mondays . T h e change , on the p resen t occasion, to a 
W e d n e s d a y is an exper imen t , due to a suggest ion f rom one 
of our m e m b e r s t h a t t h a t evening would p robab ly be more 
conven ien t to m e m b e r s who live in ou t ly ing suburbs . 

T h e proposal to bold a series of Publ ic Meetings in 
London const i tuencies dur ing t h e ear ly m o n t h s of t h e 
New Y e a r is under t h e considera t ion of t h e Execu t i ve . 
Special a r r a n g e m e n t s are also being m a d e for educa t iona l 
work in two L o n d o n cons t i tuencies where m e m b e r s of tlie 
League a re s t and ing as cand ida tes . 

Thur. 25. Gillingham, I.L.P. Hall. Queen's Road : Fredk. Veiinder. 
Woman's Interest in thc'Land Question." 8 p.m. 

Sun. 28. Anerley Congregational Church Men's Own Meeting: 
Fredk. Verinder, " Kirst Steps in Lend Reform " 3 p.m. 

Wed. .'it. Poplar Libour League. 117. East India Road, E. : 
W. 0. S. Coad. "The Land Problem." 8.30 p.m. 

THE TRUTH WANTED. 

A C H A N C E F O R MR. V E R I N D E R . 
I n a l e a d i n g a r t i c l e t h e D U L W I C H , P E C K H A . M A N D C A M B E R -

WEI.i. POST (December 16th, 1911) says :—-
W h a t is w a n t e d in Rye Lane is a schoolmaster on the 

quest ion of Rates and Rat ing. We therefore r ecommend 
to Messrs. Dowton, Molony. Laurence. Pr ies t a n d Nelson 
the wisdom of just closing wi th t he offer of Mr. Freder ick 
Verinder (Secretary, Engl ish League for the T a x a t i o n of 
Land Values), one of t he lending au thor i t ies in t h e coun t ry 
on the quest ion of Rat ing. Mr. Ver inder has j u s t m a d e 
an offer to appear before Ra tepaye r s ' Associat ions to 
rduratr on tlie coming reform in our r a t ing sys tem. The 
old sys tem of r a t ing is played out . E v e n the DAILY NEWS 
of last S a t u r d a y fell in to line and in a leading art icle said :— 

" One of t be greatest obstacles to social re form is t h e fact 
t h a t local au thor i t i es are dependen t for revenue upon a 
ra te imposed upon buildings. T h a t r a t e ough t t o be 
complete ly abolished, and replaced pa r t l y by a r a t e upon 
site va lue a n d par t ly by some or o the r of those m a n y local 
t axes which are at the disposal of foreign local au thor i t i e s . " 

< Councillor Molony, t h a n w h o m there is no hones ter or 
more devoted member of the Council, labours unde r the 
delusion t ha t Camberwell could no t raise enough money 
ou t of t h e land to mee t t he necessary expenses. 

This is t be delusion t h a t the schoolmaster will dispel. 
Mr. Ver inder is t he schoolmaster . Therefore we look 
fo rward to hear h im one of these evenings on the inv i ta t ion 
of the Municipal Association of R y e Lane . 

W h a t wc w a n t , gent lemen, is t be t r u t h . 

B O O K S R E C E I V E D . 

T h e General Secre ta ry luis received with m u c h pleasure 
an appl ica t ion from a Spanish m e m b e r of t he League for 
permission to t rans la te Dr. D u n d a s W h i t e ' s " A.B.C. OF 
THE LAND QUESTION " in to Spanish . T h e let ter was 
passed on to Dr. Whi t e , who a t once gave t h e desired 
permission. 

Mr. J . J . Rout wood, J . I ' . , of Hast ings , lias been address ing 
n series of ward meet ings on " U n e m p l o y m e n t . " Mr. 
Boutwood loses no o p p o r t u n i t y of advoca t ing the Taxa t ion 
of Land Values. He recent ly had a le t ter in t h e DAILY 
NEWS, in N correspondence on " S l u m s . " to which several 
o the r m e m b e r s of tho League also con t r ibu ted . 

J A N U A R Y M K L ' , T I N G S . 

Thur. I Cillingham l.L.l'.. Socialist Mail. (Queen's Road. Ncv 
Brompton : Dr. ('. A. Parker, " Socialism and the 
Lind Question." 

Mon. 8. Executive Meeting. 8 p.m. 
Thur. 11. Sidcup, Women's Liberal Association : Kredk Vcrindwr. 

"Small Holdings" .'CIO p.m 
Sun. II Station Road Adult School. Wood Ctren : Kredk 

Y e r i n d c r . " My Neighbour's landmark." It p.m 
Mon. K>. Ilillcrcst Hall. Wondeote Road. Wellington. Suney : 

I'Yedk. Verindcr. " Next Steps in Land Reform." 8 p.m. 
Wed. IT. Willcsden and District Co-operative Men's Guild. 202. 

High Koftd. Willesden Green : Fredk. Verindcr. 
" Co-operators and (.and Values." 8.1,"> p.m. 

Thur. 18 tiillingham. I.L.P. Hall. Queen's l!o»d : Fredk. Vcrindcr. 
"The Housing Problem." 8 p.m. 

'Fri. 19. Winchmorc Hill Women's Liberal Association. Mission 
Hall, Hazclwood L&nc. Palmer's Green : Fredk. Verin-
der. "The Housing Problem." it p.m. 

Sun. 21.- Earlsmcad P.S.A., Tottenham : J . W. Graham Peace, 
" Modem Slavery." 

W'od. 24.—Central Council, Essex Hall. 7.:t0 p.m. 
Public Discussion, Essex Dirge Hall (sec above). 8 p.m. 

Land Values Taxation in Pract ice : B y Max Hinfcli . A 
record of t he progress in legislation of t he principles of the 
Taxa t ion of Land Values. One shilling. (Victoria S.T. 
League, 312, F l inders St ree t , Melbourne.) 

The Problem of Weal th , and o the r essays by Max Hirsch : 
Memorial Volume. One shilling. (Victoria S.T. League, 
312, F l inders Street , Melbourne.) 

B o t h t he above can be obta ined f r o m the LAND VALUES 
Publ ica t ion D e p a r t m e n t , 376-7, S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W.C. 
(See adve r t i s emen t on ano the r page.) 

Taxat ion of Land Values in American Cities: T h e Nex t 
S tep iti Ex te rmina t ing Pover ty . B y B e n j a m i n C. Marsh. 
(Ben jamin C. Marsh, 320, Broadway, New York City.) 

My Story: By Tom L. Johnson . Ed i t ed by E l i zabe th J . 
Hauser. §2.00 net . (B. W. Huebsch , 225, F i f t h Avenue , 
New York City.) 

The Housing Reformer : No. 1. December. 1911. One 
penny. 4, P a r k Place, Cardiff. Th i s journal will be 
published m o n t h l y " i n the interests of be t t e r housing 
condit ions in South Wales and Monmoutl is l i i re ." T h e 
policy of t he paper is to support the Co-par tnersh ip T e n a n t s 
Society movemen t . Our opinions on t h e solut ion of the 
Housing Problem will be found in o the r pa r t s of th i s issue. 

Between democratic ideas and aristocratic adjus tments of 
society there is an irreconcilable conflict.—HENRY' G E O R G E . 

" Henry George is especially to bo appreciated by those 
who profess Christianity in its true sense, for not only are 
the foundations of his teaching, but also his method's are 
truly Chr is t ian ."—LEO T O L S T O Y . 

A F U N D A M E N T A L P O L I T I C A L T R U T H : " The government 
of a people by itself has a meaning and a reali ty—but such 
a tiling as government of one people by another does not 
and cannot exist ."—JOHN S T U A R T M I L L . 
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COLONIAL AND FOREIGN NEWS. 

N E W S O U T H W A L E S . 

SHORTAGE OF LABOUR. 

B Y A . <; . H C I K . 

Some monthis ngo the manufac tu r e r s made serious com-
plaints to the Gove rnmen t that there was such a shor tage 
of labour t ha t they could no t cope with the rush of business. 
They wan ted the Government to import immigran t s for them 
or at least to t a k e some steps to help tliem out of their 
difficulty. Such a s t a t e of affairs in a coun t ry which taxes 
Land Values for local a n d Federal purposes should reassure 
t imid capi ta l i s ts on your side of t be world. It cannot be 
too clearly shown tha t Taxa t ion of Land Values is not 
against capi ta l , or the use of capi ta l , it is only against 
s o c i a l privi leges and monopol ies of which land monopoly 
is chief. 

P robab ly our manufac tu r e r s would not have t roubled 
about approach ing the Government but for one tiling. 

, There is a Federal law against impor t ing cont rac t labour. 
An Aust ra l ian m a n u f a c t u r e r could not en te r into nil agree-
ment wi th skilled workers in England to employ them for. 
say, twelve m o n t h s at union or even higher ra tes of wages. 
If he w a n t s to impor t labour under cont rac t , be lias to get 
a permit f rom the Federa l Gove rnmen t . The re are two 
reasons for this law. F i r s t , it is to guard aga ins t t he intro-
duc t ion of s t r ike breakers while a s t r ike is on ; second, to 
prevent g lu t t ing the labour marke t in t imes of industr ial 
peace. As you will unde r s t and , wi th a Labour Government 
in power, which specially represents the Trade Unions, t he 
Minister is par t icular ly careful not to grant a permit unless 
he is satisfied tha t the case is urgent and tha t there is no 
fear of a n y local labour being displaced. 

T h e d e m a n d for labour , however, was so general , tha t tbe 
N .S .W. S t a t e Gove rnmen t appointed Mr. A. B. P idd ing ton . 
bar r i s te r -a t - law. as a Royal Commission, to m a k e thorough 
inquiries in to the alleged shor tage of labour and related 
ma t t e r s . T h e commissioner took the evidence of employers 
and employees , and also of public officials. Employer s were 
represented by the Employer s Federa t ion and tbe Chamber 
of Manufac tures , and employees b y the Trades and Labour 
Council. T b e Chamber of Manufac tures , it m a y be ment ioned 
largely consists of the most conscienceless lot of political 
scamps ever got toge ther in this count ry . W h a t they 
reallv wan t is a g lu t ted labour m a r k e t , and their greatest 
t rouble appa ren t ly , was lack of cheap female labour. 
Protec t ion does one th ing well. It increases t he employ-
ment of female labour . In this S t a t e dur ing the first nine 
years of Federa t ion a n d Pro tec t ion , there has been an 
increase of over 1()0 per cent , in female labour, as against 
an increase of only 50 per cent, in male labour in factories. 

The Commissioner has jus t forwarded an interim report to 
the Governmen t on t h e shor tage of labour par t of the 
inquiry. H e finds t h a t there is a deficiency of skilled 
workers, which be sets down at 3,247. A m a j o r i t y of these 
are not required for pro tec ted industr ies , but for unpro-
tected. This is specially t he case wi th tbe building t r ade 
and public works, such as rai lway and wharf construct ion. 
The Commissioner says : " Several a rchi tec ts of high 
s t and ing s t a t e tha t tbe impediment is so serious that they 
actual ly advise clients not to invest money while there is 
such an unce r t a in ty of ob ta in ing labour to push buildings 
to a conclusion in a reasonable t ime, while the s tereotyped 
penal ty clauses in bui ld ing cont rac t s in case of delay in 
complet ion or an unsa t i s fac tory ra te of progress have Itecome 
bo th in pr iva te a n d public works contrac ts , practically a 
dead let ter . Contractors , moreover , who have the p lant , 
capi tal , experience, and admin is t ra t ive staff all wait ing, 
refrain f rom tender ing for buildings to a degree tha t is very-
str iking, and it seems to ine obvious tha t if skilled labour 
is in t roduced, so far f rom displacing men ill the building 
t rades , it will result in a great increase in the general body 
of work on a sound basis, and will s t rengthen and insure 
the present s teadiness and s tabi l i ty of employment of these 
classes." 

I m a y say tha t tbe S t a t e Labour Government in tbe 
current financial year proposes spending £60,000 on assisted 
immigra t ion , being an increase of 50 per cent, on Inst year ' s 
figure*. Your renders will see. therefore, that tbe s t ream 

of immigrat ion f rom Groat Br i ta in will be substant ia l ly 
increased in t h e near fu ture . Of course the Protect ionis ts 
a t t r i bu t e our present measure of prosper i ty to protection. 
They give no credit to land value ra t ing, good seasons, anil 
high prices in t h e world 's m a r k e t s for our p r imary products . 
1 can. however, dispose of that pretension in a ve ry few-
words. During the first nine years of Federat ion and 
Protect ion tbe value of product ion in our p r imary and 
unpro tec ted industries increased 52 |>er cent . In the 
manufac tu r ing industries, not more than half of which are 
pro tec ted , tile increase in tbe value of production was only 
41) per cent . The former employ over DO per cent, of our 
workers and the la t ter less than 10 per cent. 

CANADA. 

THE SPREAD OF THE SINGLE TAX IDEA. 

T h e following excellent art icle appea red in the CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE MONITOR (Boston, U.S.A.). on 2nd November : 

T h e spread of t he single t ax idea in the Dominion of 
Canada is calculated to arrest at once the a t t en t ion of 
the Engl ish-speaking world. T h e seeming l imitat ion of 
interest involved in this s t a t emen t m a y be justified by the 
fac t t ha t t he writ ings and teachings of Henry George, 
though well known to educa ted people everywhere are 
more general ly famil iar in t he Anglo-Saxon t h a n in o ther 
countr ies . It does not follow from this flint the single tax 
theory has few advoca tes in non-Engl ish-speaking na t ions ; 
t he con t ra ry is t r u e ; b u t , relat ively, the hope of pract ical 
demons t ra t ion of the doctr ine lies for t he present in its 
intelligent and thorough and honest trial by the younger 
communi t i es of the Bri t ish E m p i r e and the American 
Republ ic . 

Oppor tun i t i es have not been lacking in t he Uni ted 
Sta tes for tes t ing the single t ax proposal at any t ime dur ing 
the last th i r ty- f ive years . PROGRESS AND POVERTY-
WHS given by H e n r y George first of all to bis coun t rymen ; it 
was read not merely wi th interest , b u t wi th eagerness ; 
it m a d e a profound impression on t h e publ ic mind of t he 
la te sevent ies and early eighties. I t was no less clear to the 
wri ter t h a n to the s y m p a t h e t i c reader of those dayH, tha t 
t h e t ime to pu t t h e single t ax theo ry in to prac t ice was 
dur ing t h e fo rma t ive period of wes tern deve lopment . It 
could h a v e been exper imented wi th easily when tbe 
terr i tor ies were becoming s t a t e s and the s t a t e s were 
adop t ing cons t i tu t ions and s ta r t ing , so to speak, for them-
selves. 

But a m o n g tbe t h o u s a n d s impressed by the teachings 
of H e n r y George in those t imes the re were m a n y who 
harboured d o u b t s and indulged in reservat ions . T h e 
theory seemed to be unassai lable : its pract ica l opera t ion 
would, appa ren t ly , pu t an end for all t ime to u n j u s t 
inequali t ies in t axa t ion by equ i t ab ly d i s t r ibu t ing the 
burden ; f rom all appearances it would work out t o t he 
u t l ima te d i s advan tage of none, t o t h e benefi t of a l l—but 
it would no t do to t a k e it u p hast i ly , nevertheless, because 
it looked too good to be t rue . Here and t he re a t t e m p t s , 

| more or less t en t a t i ve , have been m a d e in this c o u n t r y to 
i l lustrate i ts workings, t o prove its pract icabi l i ty , b u t these 
have been m a d e under un favourab le condit ions. This 
newspaper has f rom t ime to t ime dea l t wi th all such under-
tak ings as fully as t h e c i rcumstances s eennd to w a r r a n t , 
a lways impar t ia l ly , a n d always, we believe, wi th candour 
and fairness. Recent ly we have discussed the growth 
of the single t a x movement in Bri t ish Columbia in its 
var ious phases, and now it has been our privilege to show 
bow widespread t h e m o v e m e n t has become t h r o u g h o u t 
all t he western , and how cer ta inly it is forcing i ts way as a 
live issue upon at least one of t he eas te rn provinces. 

Canada is doing what tbe Uni ted S t a t e s neglected to do 
when t h e oppor tun i ty was given long ago. Nei ther 
Victoria, Vancouver , E d m o n t o n nor Winnipeg begun as 
ear ly as t hey might , but tbe fac t t ha t they did not begin 
a t the beginning has no t de te r red t h e m f rom m a k i n g a 

' commencemen t . Because it is f a r the r advanced along 
the road t h a n any of t he others , Vancouver has received 
most a t t en t i on and has been subjec ted to greatest crit icism, 
l n the s t a t e s of Oregon and Wash ing ton where single t a x 
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s e n t i m o n t in growing because of i t s a p p a r e n t success 
across t h e line, the ro havo been some opponen t s of t h e 
r e fo rm quick t o po in t ou t t h a t t he single t a x sys tem 
a d o p t e d by Vancouver is no t s t r ic t ly in accordance with 
t h e single t a x idea as t a u g h t by Hen ry George. This is 
t rue . I t will bo impossible for communi t i e s in Brit ish 
Columbia , Alber ta , Saska t chewan or Man i toba—or in 
On ta r i o or Quebec l a t e r—to a d o p t and app ly tho single 
t a x sys tem perfec t ly unt i l t h o provincial a n d federal 
g o v e r n m e n t s shall a d o p t a n d app ly it. Vancouver a n d 
her sister cities m u s t now be con ten t wi th single t a x 
munic ipa l ly ; t h e y m u s t still con fo rm to t he provincial 
a n d Dominion t a x a t i o n laws. T h e s e for t he present 
ope ra t e to discredi t single t a x and to discourage i ts f r iends , 
b u t , in c o m m o n jus t ice , it should bo said t h a t so far t h e 
communi t i e s now working along under t h e double sys tem 
are, despi te this f a c t , mak ing such progress as to convince 
t h e m t h a t there is no th ing t o do bu t to pross forward , even 
a t tho cost of sacrifice. T h e y seem to bo demons t r a t i ng , 
no t only to the i r own sa t i s fac t ion , b u t to t h e sa t i s fac t ion of 
peoplo across tho border , who a re wa t ch ing t hem very 
a t t en t ive ly , t h a t wi th single t a x legitimised provincial ly 
and na t ional ly , it would p roduce sufficient revenue to m e e t 
all d e m a n d s and do it in such a m a n n e r us to leavo no g round 
for f u r t h e r compla in t of injust ice . Moreover, even to t h e 
degree i t is being car r ied ou t a t present , t he claim is m a d e 
for it t h a t it a t onco encourages and compels improvemen t s 
t h a t would no t be u n d e r t a k e n under t h e old sys tem. 

T h e r e aro a t p resen t , pe rhaps , political reasons why the 
very popula r m o v e m e n t in f a v o u r of singlo t a x in Onta r io 
m a y no t be speedily r ewarded . I t s e x t e n t m u s t bo sur-
pris ing to f r iends of single t a x everywhere . T h e hope t h a t 
it m i g h t bo kep t o u t of poli t ics in the province is one wi th 
which i t is no t diff icul t to sympa th i se . B u t whethor it 
be pressed fo rward as a non -pa r t i zan measure or as a polit ical 
issue, thero can be no d o u b t t h a t i t is going t o become a 
loading, if no t an al l -absorbing, ques t ion in Onta r io a t a 
ve ry ear ly day . T h e very possibi l i ty t h a t one of t h e 
older provinces of t h e Dominion m a y be t he first to a d o p t 
it opens a long lino of specula t ion as to w h a t t h e f u t u r e m a y 
br ing fo r t h in t a x a t i o n r e fo rm on b o t h sides of t he border 
und t h r o u g h o u t t h e world. 

W I N N I P E G A N D T H E S I N G L E T A N . 
Accord ing j to t he MORNING ALBERT AN (Calgary) of 30 th 

November , sweeping chonges in t he gove rnmen t a n d 
admin i s t r a t i on of t h e c i ty of Winnipeg are forecas ted, 
a canvass of t h e cand ida t e s out for public office in t be civic 
election of December 8 th hav ing shown a large m a j o r i t y 
in f a v o u r of, t he adop t ion of Single Tax a n d t h e com-
mission p lan of c i ty governmen t . Ou t of over t w e n t y 
cand ida tes , it was found t h a t no t one was opposed t o i ts 
g radua l in t roduc t ion , dur ing a period of f r o m th ree to 
five years . 

C A L G A R Y LOCAL I M P R O V E M E N T C O N V E N T I O N 
G I V E U N A N I M O U S A P P R O V A L T O L A N D V A L U E S 

T A X A T I O N . 
A t a meet ing of t h e Calgary Local I m p r o v e m e n t Con-

vent ion on November 28th , reported in t he CALOARY 
DAILY HERALD of t h e 29th, a resolution was proposed to 
assess oil rural lands on land va lues only, whe the r s i tua ted 
in rura l municipal i t ies or local improvemen t distr icts . An 
a m e n d m e n t was proposed add ing tbe words t h a t all improve-
m e n t s should be e x e m p t f rom t a x a t i o n as well as a r eba te 
on every cu l t iva ted acre. 

Tho resolution a n d a m e n d m e n t were carr ied unanimous ly . 

SPAIN. 
A S I N G L E T A X J O U R N A L . 

W e m u s t cong ra tu l a t e our Spanish co-workers on t be 
issuo of the first n u m b e r of EL IMPUESTO UNICO, t h e 
o rgan of t he Spanish Single T a x League, on December 1st. 
In t h e absence of a Spanish in te rp re te r we a re unable to 
review t h e journal , b u t we can recognise an art icle on 
Poli t ical Economy b y W m . Cassells, which appeared in 
LAND VALUES for Sep tember last , w h a t appea r s to be a 
biographical ske tch of Hen ry George, a n d the Land and 
T a x a t i o n R e f o r m Memorial signed by 170 members of 
Pa r l i amen t and recent ly presented to the British Govern-
m e n t 

We wish our Spanish fr iends every success in their new 
ven ture , and t rus t t h a t the issue of this periodical will be 
t he means of great ly helping forward our common cause. 

HOW NEW ZEALAND LAND IS HELD. 
A R E A S A N D O W N E R S — A V A L U A B L E R E T U R N . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e N E W ZEALAND TIMES ( W e l l i n g t o n 
N.Z.), of Sep tember 29th, 1911, Mr. H . G. Ell , a Member 
of Pa r l i amen t , has secured a r e tu rn giving informat ion 
regarding ownership of land in New Zealand. T h e par-
t iculars re la te solely to lands owned b y individuals or 
companies . Freeholds of churches, local bodies, friendly-
societies, educat ional authori t ies , land owned b y nat ives, 
nnd Crown lands a re not included in t he R e t u r n . The 
following tab le classifies freeholders according to t he area 
owned on March 31st, 1910, exclusive of l and held in 
boroughs a n d townships :— 

Capital Unimprove< 
Acres. Owners. Area. value. value. 

£ £ 
5 and under 10 . 4051 26,833 2,114,542 1,139,259 

10 and under 20 . 401)1 53,259 2,275,537 1.322.424 
20 and under 110 . 2688 60.445 1,567,653 969,349 
30 and under 40 . 1701) 58,273 1,215,660 785,904 
40 and under 50 . 2043 97,034 1,250,076 816.413 
.">0 and under 60 . 2264 118,930 1,640,936 1,073,724 
<«0 and under 70 . 1382 87,833 1.169.180 784,924 
70 and under 80 . 1128 93.167 1,137,855 749,333 
80 and under 90 . 1326 109,645 1.251.734 828,677 
90 and under 100 1179 112.402 1.348.897 905,149 

100 and under 200 8865 1.239.932 12,876,407 8,749.090 
200 and under 320 5602 1.399.798 11.577,813 8,100.131 
320 and under 500 3712 1.478,097 11.507.327 8,200.938 
500 and under 640 1682 944,706 6.670,569 4,848.247 
640 to 1,000 2063 1,618.609 11.179.793 8,087,573 

1,000 to 2.000 1748 2,487,571 14.967,929 11,034,208 
2,000 to 3,000 564 1.276.022 8.052.591 6,057,102 
3.000 to 4.000 281 1,975,841 5.079.293 3,835,182 
4,000 to 5,000 161 714.332 3,601.423 2,720.092 
5,000 to 6.000 99 547,077 2,653,082 2.008,339 
6,000 to 7.000 . . . . 84 533,165 2,753.996 2,081.243 
7,000 to 8.000 51 384.418 1.633,407 1.232.605 
8,000 to 9.000 40 336.927 1.224,908 911.947 
9,000 to 10.000 32 311.494 949,375 700.762 

10.000 to 15.000 82 993.549 3,896.641 2,938,706 
15.000 to 20.000 . . . . 39 667,832 2.147,427 1,726.740 
20,000 to 30.000 . . . . 28 683.368 1.984.990 1,508.004 
30,000 to 40.000 . . . . 5 175,001 313.003 232,99!! 
40.000 to 50.000 . . . . 6 262.565 331,727 196.091 
50.000 to 7.1.000 9 560,250 545.068 412.625 
75.000 and under 

100,000 o 166,906 178.016 153,233 
Over Nil 

Totals . . . . 40,022 19,575.281 f l 19,097,456 £85,111,019 

CALIFORNIA. 
Dr. Geo. Wright , of Det ro i t , Michigan, sends us an inter-

es t ing accoun t of condi t ions in California tha t he has received 
f rom a f r iend. T h e following ex t rac t will be of interest to 
our readers : 

T h e Mayor of Berkeley, a c i ty of 40,000, and t b e university-
ci ty is t ry ing to car ry the T a x a t i o n of Land Values in tha t 
city. T h e c i ty of P iedmont also has a single T a x Mayor . 
In Los Angelos there are 100 spare miles inside t he c i ty limits. 
At five lots to the acre thus represents 320.000 lots. T h e 
popula t ion is 319,000, t h a t is a lot for every person. 
Famil ies average abou t five persons and as on the average 
two families live on o n e lot, there is only abou t one- ten th 
of t he land in use. And yet there are t housands of men 
walking the s t reets looking for work. Men who could fill 
all k inds of positions, and who would gladly work tha t idle 
land if t hey hod the chance. T h e whole real e s t a t e of the 
c i ty is assessed at £40.000,000, vet one square mile in t he 
cent re of t be ci ty could not be bought for £160.000.000. 
T h e landlords of Los Angelos are robbing t be people of a 
huge s u m every year . If this sum could IK1 paid into t h e 
Publ ic T reasu ry , all t h e present t axes could be abolished, 
a n d in add i t ion to t he provision of present public services 
there could bo provided free water , free gas. free electrici ty, 
free telephones, free t r a m w a y s and cheap ra i lway fares. 
We h a v e a big job in front of us, but we will keep on making 
a noise so long as we can m a k e a noise. 
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UNITED STATES. 

MR. FELS IN GRAND RAPIDS. 
Mr. J o s e p h Fels, who is a t present in America, has, as 

usual, been m a k i n g the most of his oppor tuni t ies tor pushing 
forward t he land values movemen t , On November 24th, 
25th and 26th ho was present at t he annual meet ing of 
the Fels F u n d Commission in Chicago, and we have received 
the report of a meet ing he addressed 011 22nd November 
a t Grand Rap ids . Michigan. The meet ing was a sjiecial 
one of t he Board of T r a d e Commit tee and 100 prominent 
business men listened to a convincing s t a t ement of tbe 
case for land values t axa t ion as a business proposit ion. 

HENRY GEORGE, JUN.'S. SPEAKING TOUR IN 
WESTERN CANADA AND WESTERN UNITED STATES. 

Henry George, junior , lias just concluded a bri l l iant 
speaking tour through Western Canada and the Western 
I ni ted Sta tes . In t he PUBLIC (Chicago) of 24th November , 
he gives an account , f rom which the following ex t r ac t s 
are t aken , of bis campa ign which must be adjudges! most 
successful :— 

I commenced m y Canadian speaking tour a t Winnipeg. 
This was p a r t of m y engagement under the m a n a g e m e n t 
of Mr. F . H. Monroe of t h e H e n r y George Lecture Associa-
tion. I had spoken 011 tbe way a t Minneapolis, Milwaukee, 
and several o ther points. In Winnipeg 1 hiul fine audiences 
both in n u m b e r s and m e n t a l qual i ty . T h e y proved to me 
tha t t he business world a n d the c o m m u n i t y general ly had 
been thoroughly roused b y the wonder fu l budge t fight 
of Lloyd George in Great Bri ta in and b y the remarkab le 
example of t h e c i ty of Vancouver in exempt ing the f ru i t s 
of indus t ry f rom taxa t ion . In fact , runn ing s t ra ight west 
f rom Winnipeg I found a chain of cities, under these two 
powerful influences, shak ing off improvement taxes, 
personal p rope r ty taxes , license taxes , and poll taxes ; 
and prepar ing to increase groimd value taxes . This la t ter 
s tep, however , will be t aken only at the expense of a very 
bard s t ruggle ; for land speculat ion is r a m p a n t th roughout 
Western Canada . 

In Vancouver , Mayor Tay lor paid me the great honour 
of a public luncheon, a t which were present a large represent-
at ion of t he professional and act ive business men of the 
city. The Mayor also presided at m y lecture in t h e evening. 

Mayor Morley, of Victoria, the capi ta l of Bri t ish Columbia, 
presided at m y lecture in t h a t city, and assured his audience 
tha t while Victoria now bad entirely exempted houses 
and o ther improvement s f rom taxa t ion , it had still some 
taxes embar rass ing indus t ry ; and tha t besides ge t t ing 
rid of t h e m , it should increase t axa t ion 011 land values. 

At Seat t le , 011 our own ( the U.S.) side of the nor the rn 
bounda ry line, I found a very lively apprecia t ion of the 
strides forward a l ready m a d e b y Vancouver and Victoria, 
and t he keenest of interest in t he " V a n c o u v e r p l a n " 
for building u p and no t hamper ing a c i ty ' s g rowth . 

At the Oregon State University in Eugene T found, 
as I had shortly before found in the North Dakota University 
and as I later found in the California University, a very 
marked interest among tbe students in tbe question of the 
Single Tax. 

In and a round San Franc i sco 1 had the honour of address-
ing a succession of splendid meet ings fully alive to the 
meaning and consequences of the Single Tax ; and 011 m y 
rush back to Washing ton to par t i c ipa te in t he bearing's 
of the commi t t ee invest igat ing the Alaska scandal , I was 
met a t El Paso , carr ied, between t ra ins , u p to the chief 
hotel to t ake breakfast wi th the Mayor and all the member s 
of t he City Council, and la ter to the Chamber of Commerce 
to make a public address where Pres ident T a f t and the 
then President Diaz so shor t ly ago met to publicly a t tes t 
the concord between the two Republics. 

I was in t roduced by the Mayor a t m y Houston lecture 
and I m a d e a mid-day speech" before a ' crowded business 
men ' s luncheon a t St . Louis, and was assured t ha t the 
Single T a x was greeted with more demons t ra t ion t han was 
the Pres ident of the U ni ted Sta tes when he addressed the 
same ga ther ing in t he s ame place not m a n y d a y s before. 

I made on this tour close to a hundred addresses, and 
tound everywhere audiences anxious to know the meaning 
and to hear of the progress of the Single Tax. 

FRANCE. 

LA R E V U E D E L ' I M P O T U N I Q U E . 

We are beginning to look forward with pleasure to the 
m o n t h l y appearance of this little magazine . One gets 
very tired of the usual th ing. There is someth ing t iresome 
in being able a lways to foretell with exactness what line 
so-and-so is going to take ' ; but this m o n t h l y organ of the 
French League of Single Taxer s is not the usual tiling by 
a n y means . The re is n p iquant difference f rom o ther 
such organs t ha t is refreshing. Let us presume this is 
t b e result of tha t Gallic spirit so delicate and precise, so 
bi t te r ly sweet, and so independent in its out look upon life. 

W e have No. 6 before us as we write. I t conta ins tbe 
chief fea tures of its preceding numbers , but it has broken 
new ground in some directions. 

T h e interes t ing series of notes under the historic t i t le. 
Les Epb^mer ides du Ci toyen," the t i t le rendered so famous 

by Quesnay, Turgo t , D11 Pon t , Lc Nemours , and others 
of t h e Physiocra ts , who first p ropounded their theory of 
t axa t ion based on land values, still cont inues. 

It gives t be edi tor 11 med ium which lie lias well used, of 
criticism of all modern even t s and ci rcumstances . We 
m a y not agree with all bis conclusions on current politics. 
We must admi re his m uteness, and vigorous belief in his 
own cause. He is always, first and last, an individual is t , 

M. Cail laux, t he French Premier , says : " We mus t 
govern , we mus t r e fo rm." 

Our Ed i to r replies : " France has 110 need of being 
governed . She has need of being set free. Reform ! 
W h y , eve ry th ing is yet to be done. T h e present s t a t e of 
affairs economically is idiotic, infamous , des t ruct ive . 
Pro tec t ion is bleeding us whi te . T b e people are crushed 
under their fiscal burden. A reform is necessary the 
f u n d a m e n t a l reform which would change the basis of our 
economic exis tence—the es tabl ishment of a tax 011 land 
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values. But of this reform M. Caillaux has 110 idea. And 
besides, even if ho had . . ." 

Other notes in this series deal with such topics as " The 
State as Providence," " T h e Paternal State," "Secrecy in 
Foreign Politics," " The Monopoly of Primary Teaching," 
and others ; and to a foreigner they are interesting as side-
lights on French politics. 

We note that on the first and third Thursdays of each 
month lectures are to be given in Paris on " The Social 
Philosophy of Henry George." The first meeting on the 
23rd November, seems to have been in every way satisfac-
tory. The chief articles this month are : " Henry George 
and hi.s Ideas," a luminous little article on our principles; 

ha Patrie," and " La Femme et la Torre," which seem to 
break new ground. 

The French League, and above all M. Georges Darien, 
tho Editor, are to be congratulated on the show they nre 
making. W. A. M. 

NORWAY. 
LAND VALUES SOCIETY FORMED. 

A correspondent writes informing us that on November 
12th a Society was formed in Christiana called tho Society 
for the Taxation of Land Values. Its objects were stated 
to be to promote agitation in favour of legislation for the 
Taxation of Land Values, thereby securing easy access to all 
natural opportunities, putting an end as far as possible 
to speculation in increased land values, and securing to the 
wholo community that value which is created socially 
apart from the individual efforts of the people. The 
Society will publish a journal called R E T F A E R O (Justice). 
A prominent worker for tho now Society is Arne Garborg 

That any species of property is permitted by the State, 
does not of itself give it moral sanction. The State has often 
made things property that are not justly property but 
involve violence and robbery.—-THE C O N D I T I O N O F L A B O U R . 

DEMOCRATIC 
DELUSIONS 

Is the title of a series of articles now 
running through " T h e O p e n R o a d , " 
and written by a member of the English 
League for the Taxation of Land Values. 
These articles are designed to let a little 
daylight into the minds of those who 
profess and call themselves reformers, 
but who unhappily happen to have got 
on the wrong track so fai as the Land 
Question is concerned. 

" T H E O P E N R O A D " 
is a Monthly Magazine concerned with 
Education, Health, Social 
Questions and Religion; 
It can therefore hardly fail to appeal 
to Land Leaguers. 
Now, considering this announcement will 
appear for six months, and represents a 
goodwill gift, not from the writer of the 
articles but from another Land Leaguer 
who wishes to press forward the propa-
ganda of " TIIF, OPEN ROAD," you may 
be certain it is worth your while to send 
four penny stamps to . . 

T H E P U B L I S H E R , " T h e Open R o a d / ' 
3, A m e n Corner, London, E.C., 

for a specimen copy and other pamphlets. 
Having sampled one copy you will 
certainly send 3/- to secure " T H E OPEN 
ROAD" oost free for 12 months. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS (Australian): 
TO HE HAU ONLY FROM 

" L A N D V A L U E S " Publication Department, 376-377. STRAND. LONDON. W.C. 

Land Values Taxation in Practice; 
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C l o t h , I I - n c t t ; b y p o s t , 1 ' 2 . 

The Problem of Wealth 
( M E M O R I A L V O L U M E ) 

AND OTHER ESSAYS. 

By the late MAX HIRSCH. 
C l o t h , I / - n c t t ; b y p o s t , 1 /2 . 
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N O T E S O F 

An Active Propaganda. 
We direct the attention of our readers to what is said 

under the " News of the Movement " of the propaganda 
now being undertaken by the United Committee in the 
country districts, in industrial centres and throughout 
London. In conjunction with the numerous meetings 
that have been arranged a new set of leaflets covering every 
aspect of the question has been prepared for distribution. 
Half a million of these leaflets will be printed to begin with. 
In the country districts emphasis is being laid upon the 
practical proposals embodied in the Land and Taxation 
Reform Memorial, and this message of relief from taxation 
upon industry and improvements by the rating and taxing 
of land values is being as enthusiastically welcomed by the 
people in rural areas as it has been by the workers in the 
towns. 

The rural campaign has commenced in Wiltshire, and 
alrradv twenty meetings have been held in the villages, 
and a similar active campaign is being undertaken in Norfolk 
and other counties. This is the necessary reply to all the 
make-believe reforms which have been preached up and 
down the country these last ten years, and the people are 
hearing it gladly," for they see that there can be no redemp-
tion for the countryside unless the machinery of taxation 
is used to destroy the power of monopoly. The policy 
which is good for the towns in this respect is nlso good for 
the country districts. Experience at these meetings shows 
how suicidal and foolish the policy of the Government was in 
exempting agricultural land from the beneficent provisions 
foreshadowed in the land clauses of the Budget of 1909-10. 

A Gratuitous Advertisement. 
We reprint elsewhere a paper by Mr. T. G. Chambers. 

F.S.I., on " The Present Trend of Legislation with regard 

T H E M O N T H . 

to the Taxation of Land," which appeared in the L A N D 

A G E N T S ' R E C O R D of the 23rd December, 1 9 1 1 . W® warmly 
appreciate the compliment which Mr. Chambers and the 
L A N D A G E N T S ' R E C O R D pay the United Committee in this 
extended reference to their policy and propaganda. For 
years we have had to struggle against great odds for the 
opportunity to put the case for the Taxation of Land Values 
before all classes of the community, and now the landed 
interests and their agents are joining in. We value 
their aid. Our enemies, it has been truly said, can only 
help us a little less than our friends, and we cordially 
welcome all such opposition. We have our army of sup-
porters, ever-growing in every public place, and ^ the 
defenders of monopoly can no longer remain silent. Their 
awakening has come a little late in the day and their 
agitation can serve no purpose but to confirm the Taxation 
of Land Values in the affection of the people and hasten 
the day when the change we advocate will be firmly 
established. 

Sir Edward Grey. 
Addressing a meeting of his constituents at North 

Sunderland on Saturday, 20th January, Sir Edward Grey, 
commenting on the 1 9 0 9 - 1 0 Budget [see page 225], said : 

There are things in the Budget, like the unearned incre-
ment duty on land, which bring in practically nothing to-
day, but which is going a generation hence to bring in a 
•rrcat deal. We did not think it fair to take anything out 
of the pockets of people which was already legally there, 
and we are not going to take any unearned increment 
duty upon land which exists at the present moment. We 
are going to start fair from the date on which the Budget 
was passed, and we are not going to take any present 
unearned increment duty about which there was so much 
criticism, and was so hotly opposed by the other side. 

A 
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To put it mildly, th is is a remarkable s ta tement , coming 
as it does from a member of the Cabinet. The Liberal 
Pa r ty are pledged up to the hilt on the Taxation and Rating 
of Land Values, and there are powerful forces within the 
par ty making constantly for this policy. 

The valuation of the land now in progress is to reveal 
the t rue economic value of the land, and upon this value 
it is the declared policy of Liberalism to levy rates and 
taxes, while correspondingly, in the words of the Lord 
Advocate, " blotting out buildings and other improvements 
from the s tandard of Ra t ing . " 

Land Reformers accepted the land clauses of the Budget 
for the sake of Valuation. It was around Valuation tha t | 
the bat t le of the Budget raged. Without this promise the 
Budget would have been a Barmecide feast, and the arbi trary 
and discriminating land taxes would have met with uncom-
promising opposition. 

Former Views. 

In former times, when in the cold shade of opposition, 
Sir Edward Grey knew more and better about Land Values. 
We have often quoted his encouraging words a t Leeds in 
1899, and they will s tand quoting again. He said :— 

I am sure of this, when you take such a question as 
Taxat ion of Land Values, tha t the par ty which first 
masters that question, which first makes it its own, which 
can show tha t it is really capable of dealing with it, and 
is really prepared to deal with it, and is not going to let 
itself be hampered by vested interests for exercising its 
intelligence upon it f reely—that par ty will have a ; 
great and solid ground upon which to appeal to the 
country. 
These are bold, courageous, and inspiring words. They [ 

were taken to be such when they were ut tered and had their 
influence in bringing the Liberal Par ty to the question. The 
Taxat ion of Land Values as then referred to by Sir Edward I 
Grey was understood to mean the straightforward policy of 
rat ing and taxing Land Values, with the corresponding 
unrat ing and untaxing of labour, trade, and industry. I t is 
astute , to say the least of it, to subst i tu te this foreign-made 
increment tax, to foist it upon the people with eloquent lan- j 
guage, and to pretend—as too many Liberals in high places 
do—that the Taxat ion of Land Values and the increment 
t ax are one and the same thing. This is the method that is j 
adopted with the Whig Liberal who. being opposed to the 
Taxat ion of Land Values, is yet eager to prove tha t the 
oft-repeated pledges of Liberals have been amply fulfilled. 

But we have no fears regarding the t r iumph of our 
policy. The municipalities of the country will again force 
the pace for the local Rating of Land Values, and this t ime 
they will have a powerful and well organised Land Values 
Group in the House of Commons to speed their urgent and 
pressing demand. Pare Sir Edward Grey, the same " great 
and solid ground upon which to appeal to the country on 
the Taxat ion of Land Values" is still available for " t h e 
par ty which is really prepared to deal with the question." 

The Prime Minister's Attitude. 

It is quite plain that the Foreign Secretary is not 
" prepared " to under take the responsibility. He is evi-
dently up against the " vested interests " and finds himself 
so " hampered " tha t he has to escape into the jargon of 
the schools. " We did not think it fair ," he says, " to take 
anything out the pockets of people which was already 
there, and we are not going to take any unearned increment 
du ty upon land which exists a t the present moment . " 
Who are the " we " he refers to ? His own chief, the j 
Prime Minister, has defined Land Values, as a publicly 
created value, and tha t being so the " people " who now 
confiscate this value are appropriating, by law, what is j 
not theirs. The object of the Taxation of Land Values I 

is to alter the law so tha t the public, who create Land 
Values, may come by their own. 

Mr. Asquith has promised the municipalities the Rating 
of Land Values, and he is likely to keep his word. 

A " Windfall " for Slum Owners ? 

There is a striking and significant passage in the speech 
which Mr. Lloyd George delivered at the Church Conference 
in Cardiff on the 29th December. He indicated tha t if 
he had the power and the means he could solve the housing 
problem by a wholesale scheme of State purchase. His 
words are worth noting :— 

Since 1880 the cost of the preparations for war have 
gone up in this country alone by 50 millions a year. 
What is it since the year 1896, quite a recent date ? 
They have gone up in this country by 37 millions a year. 
Why, with half tha t sum anv statesman would undertake 
to clear out every slum, and not merely clear out every 
slum, but to build the houses suggested by Bishop 
Welldon in order t h a t children should be brought up 
under conditions t ha t will make them good citizens in 
this land.—(South Wales Daily News, 30th December.) 
The Unionist Par ty have anticipated the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer with a Housing Bill on these lines which has been 
introduced to the House of Commons. I t proposes to set up 
Housing Commissioners with a fund of a million pounds to 
be used for slum clearance and building schemes. The D A I L Y 
N E W S of the 9th December rightly condemned this proposal 
in most emphatic terms as being a repetition of those 
municipal schemes which had given " the slum owner a 
heavy reward for carrying on a business which is as immoral 
and anti-social as the white slave traffic," and it declared 
tha t " the million pound fund of the Housing Commis-
sioners would be simply a bonus to the slum landlords, a 
bonus t ha t would be heartily welcomed by them and 
would not carry housing reform very far ." What then 
shall be said of the suggestion thrown out by a Liberal 
s ta tesman tha t many millions of pounds might have been 
devoted to clearing slums and building houses ? 

While we are indebted to Mr. Lloyd George for his 
repeated reminders of the existence of dreadful poverty, we 
cannot distinguish proposals such as these from the similar 
" reforms " advocated by the pro-landlord Conservatives. 
Mr. Lloyd George's hint to the churches is but a hint to 
the slum owner tha t there is money galore for him in 
Liberalism. I t is also a plain indication of the state of 
Mr. Lloyd George's mind on the subject. Does he really 
mean to vie with the Opposition in their declared policy 
of land purchase? Disaster lies tha t way for Liberalism. 

The Taxation of Land Values is the radical remedy for 
bad housing conditions. Time was when Mr. Lloyd George 
publicly recognised this to be so. Speaking a t Newcastle 
on the 4th March, 1903, he sa id : " Take the question of 
overcrowding. This land question in the towns bears upon 
that . It is all very well to produce housing of the working 
classes bills. They will never be effective until you tackle 
the taxation of land values." What the worker wants is a 
rise of wages. This is what he is striking for, and when he gets 
it he will leave the unwholesome slums of his own accord. 
When wages are £1 a day instead of £1 a week, the Church 
and Mr. Lloyd George will find the working man able 
and willing to look af ter himself. This will come without 
money and without price when we render unto Ca-sar 
the things tha t are Ca>sar's. 

A Labour Leader's Views. 
Mr. Snowden. M.P., speaking on " The Abolition of the 

Idle Rich " at a meeting of the Fabian Society and the 
Independent Labour Par ty held a t the Memorial Hall. 
Farringdon Street, on 12th January , said he advocated a 
time limit, and suggested that if a measure were passed 
to the effect tha t , on the demise of a present owner of land, 
or a t the end of the lifetime of his direct living heir, the 
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land reverted to the community, without auv financial 
compensation whatever, the State would be in a position 
to provide its own capital and obtain a large private income. 
It might not be as easy to apply a time limit to railways, 
but if they acquired them they would probably follow on 
the old lines of buying out the present railwav shareholders. 
He would like to see a vigorous agitation for the abolition 
of all forms of indirect taxation, whether it took the form 
of taxes upon the people's tea or the taxation of people's 
wages to provide for doctoring and medicine. 

We are about tired reading and listening to academic 
adult Sunday School views on the land question by Members 
of Parl iament. If Mr. Snowden believes in his " time 
limit " for landlords let him put it in a Hill for the House 
of Commons. We know our Mr. Snowden : lie blows hot 
and cold on the taxation of land values ; at one finn 
scolding the Liberals in a religious magazine for not 
hurrying on with this measure ; later on we find him 
advocating what he cnlls the Socialist plan for solving the 
land question—to resume ownership of the land and 
compensate the holders to the full. This position is again 
abandoned for one of no compensation whatever. This 
time he appears to have come across some old paper on the 
subject, which we have often met at a literary society 
debate. As a politician of no mean order Mr. Snowden 
knows better. He knows also the seriousness of the land 
question and he should be above fooling with a problem 
the practical solution of which is at hand. We are thor-
oughly at one with him for a vigorous agitation for the 
abolition of indirect taxation, for the alternative policy is 
the direct taxation of land values. Mr. Snowden is an 
able politician with power and influence in the Labour 
Party, and we cannot help regretting his inability to 
understand the significance of our practical pioposals. 
Throughout the country the Labour Par ty of which 
he is a recognised leader, is overflowing with men who are 
for our plan and who never fail to advance it as one worthy 
of their support . 

Another Labour Leader. 
Mr. J . Ramsay Macdonald. M P., the Chairman of the 

Labour Pa r ty in the House of Commons, made the following 
significant statement on the 15th .January 1909, on his re-
turn from a visit to Australia :— 

I have come back more convinced than ever that the 
first thing the Labour Pa r ty at home must do is to break-
up the land monopoly. We are playing with it now, 
and you don't discover that until you go to Australia 
and see what they are doing. They are breaking up all 
the large estates, and making it the easiest thing imagin-
able for a man to get upon the land and have a small 
farm of his own, and bring up his children there. 
The Labour Par ty are in power in Australia and they have 

done something to break up the large estates by the tax-
ation of land values. In crippling land monopoly they 
have done well, and have their reward in the admitted 
general prosperity of the Commonwealth. The Liberal 
Par ty in Great Britain have commenced the at tack on 
land monopoly, and the Labour Par ty are with them. It is 
the solemn dutvof every progressive and democratic citizen 
to press onward with this policy. Delay is dangerous. 

" Advance, Australia." 
T H E E D I N B U R G H E V E N I N G N E W S of the 11th November 

reported as follows :— 
The annual general meeting of the Caledonian and 

Australian Mortgage and Agency Company was held 
in the offices. 5. Albyn Place. Edinburgh, on Saturday. 
Mr. F . D'A. Willis, who presided, said the outstanding 
feature of the year under review, as affecting not only 
their Company, but all similar companies operating in 
Australia, had been the imposition of new and oppressive 
land taxes by the Commonwealth Government and by 
the Government of the State of Victoria on the unim-

proved capital value of land. They were told that in 
many cases the new taxes had wiped out the entire 
income from property, and had left a large deficit to be 
made good by the unfortunate landowner. It seemed 
to them that , apart from all question of right and wrong, 
it was against the best interests of Australia tha t these 
penal taxes should be imposed. So far as they were con-
cerned. they had this year paid £651 Is. of land tax, 
which represented more than 12 per cent, of the year's 
income from their properties in Australia, more than 
seven-tenths of I per cent, of the total capital value of 
all their properties in Australia, and one and a fifth per 
cent, of the total unimproved capital value of their pro-
perties. In addition, they had had to pay Victorian 
Income-tax and a variety of other local and municipal 
taxes. Thev could not afford to do business on these 
terms, and after anxious consideration the directors, in 
consultation with the agents in Melbourne, had decided 
to realise the Company's properties in Australia as 
opportunities offered, and to bring home the proceeds and 
invest them on this side. During the year under review 
they made investments in London amounting to 
£6.817 10s. 5d., and they had since arranged to invest a 
further sum of about £20,000, which was in course of 
transit when the accounts were closed at .Kith June. 
The report was adopted, and a dividend of .'5 per cent, 
for the year was declared. 
This is a tale of woe for the " unfortunate landowners,' 

who were hoping to reap a benefit by speculating in a value 
they had neither created nor were responsible for, but other 
people will be difficult to convince that those " penal 
t a x e s " have done harm to the " best interests" of Australia. 
Australia has declared that land monopoly must go, and this 
land speculators'report only goes to show how it is going, to 
the everlasting good of the Australian people. Some working 
people have taken over the land that tlie Caledonian and 
Australian Mortgage and Agency Company have been 
obliged to let go. and we can safely assume their late 
properties are now being used instead of being held idle 
The result of this policy is witnessed by the phenomenal 
prosperity of the Commonwealth. 

Valuation. 
The Australian Federation graduated land values tax-

in its first year of operation has produced nearly £1,400,000, 
in spite of the foolish exemption of land valued below 
£5,000. This comes by way of the Australian Finance Act 
obliging the owner to return in the first instance his own 
estimate of the value of the land he owns. This is highly 
suggestive and should be borne in mind bv those concerned 
when the inquiry into the working of the valuation part 
of the 1909 10 Budget comes to be made. As reported 
in our January, 1912. issue, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
has agreed that there must IK- an inquiry sooner or later. 
The sooner the better. 

Land Monopoly and Housing in Ireland. 
According to the C O R K W E E K L Y E X A M I N E R of 2nd 

December, the Clonmel Corporation are experiencing no 
small difficulty in carrying out their second scheme for 
building cottages for the workers of the town. The first 
scheme was delayed, and the cost much increased by the 
demand of site owners. In the present scheme, which 
embraces a total of forty cottages in various parts of the 
town, trying difficulties are also being experienced. As 
regards the James 's Street site the demand of the landlord, 
Mr. Richard Bagwell. D.L., was so heavy, that the mat ter 
had to go to arbitration. The arbitration inquiry was 
held in the Town Hall, when it appeared from the state-
ment of Mr. T. F. O'Brien. Corporation solicitor, tha t when 
Mr. Bagwell was asked to sell the site, which comprises 
only 27 perches, he demanded £150, which worked out at 
£1,200 an acre, or £5 10s. per perch. Mr. J . F. O'Brien 
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Town Clerk, in his evidence, stated that the Corporation 
had bought land in various parts of the town, and the 
compensation paid ranged from (is. 9d. to £1 2s. per perch. 
That , he believed, was the highest price paid for land in 
Clonmel within living memory. Mr. Brunicardi, Borough 
Surveyor, valued tin? site at £20, which would be about 25 
years' purchase. There was an acre of land adjoining let a t £3. 

Here is yet another illustration, this time from across 
the Irish Sea, of the working of land monopoly and 
of the injustice of the existing rating law. On 
the one hand workers starved for the want of house-
room, and on the other hand landowners holding back 
suitable Iand at ransom prices, which, if paid, would ruin 
or seriously cripple any public or private improvement 
scheme. Were the principle of rating land values estab-
lished the Clonmel Corporation could speedily deal with 
the obstructive landowners by accepting the value they 
put on their land and rat ing them accordingly. It is a 
proposal which is absolutely just both to the landowner 
and to the community. But its most wholesome result 
would be to prevent the withholding of land and, in this 
case, allow for the immediate provision of cottages to those 
who a t present are denied the right of habitation until the 
exorbitant demands of the monopolists are satisfied. In 
the face of experience of this kind, Housing and Town 
Planning Acts without powers to rate or tax land values 
are proved failures. As the Prime Minister has truly said the 
necessary complement of town planning is a complete 
reconstruction of our valuation and rating system. 

The Prime Minister on Town Planning and Rating. 

With regard to the probable effect of the Housing and 
Town Planning Bill standing by itself, Mr. Asquith, in the 
House of Commons, on May 12th, 1908, s ta ted that " the 
Government were quite as alive as his hon. friends were 
to the necessity of accompanying this by legislation for 
a proper system and method of valuation." Again, speak-
ing to the National Liberal Federation at Birmingham, on 
June 19th, 1908, Mr. Asquith referred to the Bill, and said : 
" I agree with those who think tha t its necessary comple-
ment is a complete reconstruction of our valuation and 
rat ing system." 

The " Equitable " Fire in New York. 

The New York State Superintendent of Insurance, 
Mr. Hotchkiss, in' order to counteract the extravagant 
reports about losses supposed to have been suffered by the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society in the recent fire, has. 
according to the T I M K S of January 16th, on his own initiative 
telegraphed to the insurance commissioners throughout the 
United States and Canada the following :— 

Effects of the fire in the Equitable Life much 
exaggerated. Security and policy vaults thought intact. 
Surplus adequate, hence no possible loss to policy-holders. 
Records, save those of executive, correspondence, and 
actuarial departments , safe in another building. Home 
ollice building for years not counted asset above land value. 
Commenting on this a correspondent (F. W. Garrison) 

writes :— 
It may not be superfluous to comment on the letter which 

the General Manager of the Equitable Life Assurance 
Society has sent to the Press to reassure policy-holders. 
So far as the Society is concerned it appears that the 
destructive fire in New York has merely performed at 
public expense a work of demolition which the Society 
was preparing to undertake in its own account. The 
ground on which the building stood, " covering a full acre 
of land close to the money centre," has so increased in 
value as to compensate the owners for the wealth destroyed 
by the conflagration. This is but another illustration of 
the way in which land values are created, so strikingly 
revealed by their rise af ter the disastrous fires of Baltimore 

and San Francisco. The great insurance company may 
well look with complacency upon the social insurance 
guaranteed to it by the subtle action of ant iquated laws. 
It is thus able to debit a land-hungry community with a 
loss which ought to be non-transferable. I t is to be hoped 
tha t the object-lesson will strengthen the hands of those who 
have been urging before the New York Legislature a meas-
ure designed gradually to transform taxation from a deadly 
burden upon industry into a just charge upon monopoly. 

" The Magic of Land Ownership." 

The magic of this mystic phrase seems to be somewhat 
exploded, and sonic other phrase will soon have to be 
invented to take its place. For " the innate desire in the 
British breast for a little bit of freehold," of which we heard 
so much a few years ago—mainlv from those who had 
secured for themselves a very big slice of this precious 
privilege—seems to be passing away. For, according to 
The D A I L Y C H R O N I C L E (January 1 It'll, 1 9 1 2 ) : " The Com-
mittee of the House of Commons appointed to investigate 
the effects of the breaking up of large estates has presented 
its report to the President of the Board of Agriculture. 

" We understand tha t the committee will report against 
tenant purchase, their inquiries having satisfied them that 
there is no demand for ownership or State-assisted purchase 
among agricultural tenants in England and Wales." So 
far so good. But the Committee still recommends that 
" when large estates come into the market they should be 
bought by the State (not by the County Councils), and then 
let to tenant occupiers, who will enjoy complete security of 
tenure." This proposal should be warmly welcomed by 
such land-holders as want to dispose of their holdings ; 
but we fail to see how it would benefit the tenants, unless, 
indeed, they are to be secured low rents at the expense 
of the general taxpayer. We suppose that the general 
question of Rating Reform, or of the Rating and Taxation 
of Land Values, was outside the scope of the Committee's 
investigations, or they might have stumbled across a plan 
whereby low rents, low rates, and security of tenure would 
soon be within the reach of all tenants, not only of State 
tenants. 

The " T i m e s " and Native Rights in Nigeria. 

Commenting on " The Natives' Rights Proclamation, 
Northern Nigeria," January. 1 9 1 0 . The T I M E S during the 
same month wrote as follows :— 

" On January 1st of this year the most far-seeing measure 
of constructive statesmanship West Africa has ever known 
was put upon the Statute Book. ' The Land and Native 
Rights Proclamation ' consecrates the three main principles 
of native law and custom, first, that the whole of the land, 
whether occupied or unoccupied, is ' native laud ; secondly, 
that the land is under control and subject to the disposition 
of the Governor, to be " held and administered by him for 
the use, need and common benefit of the natives of Northern 
Nigeria ' ; and thirdly, that the Governor's power shall be 
excrciscd in accordance with ' native laws and customs." 
For the rest, and without going into detail, the measure can 
be described as expressing the native system, and the 
natural developments of the native system, in English. 
It is not. in Nigeria, an innovating measure, but a conserva-
tive measure ; not an experiment, but a preservation of 
the flatus quo. It is not a measure of land nationalisation, 
because land nationalisation means State control of the land 
and all tha t is done upon it. What this measure does is to 
provide for the communalising of the communal value of 
the land, leaving the occupier full control over the use of 
land and full benefit for his private enterprise upon it, with 
payment of rent to the community to which the land 
oeiongs, instead of to a landlord. The individual's right 
to all that is due to individual work and expenditure, hut 
not to the communal value, is secured. No freehold can 
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creep in and no monopoly profit can be made out of the 
land. The ' holding up of land for speculative purposes 
is, in effect, penalised, while the man who is industrious 
is not made to pay more as to the outcome of his enter-
prise. At the same time the basis is laid for a land revenue 
which, with the vears. will be the chief source of income 
of the Government—the healthiest form of income, per-
haps, for any Government . ' 

We feel we owe an apology to The T I M E S for not having 
previously noticed this notable utterance, which certainly 
reveals a more profound insight into fundamental problems 
than any other we have ever found in its columns. 

A Fight for Free Shelter. 

A correspondent to the T I M E S of 3rd January writes:— 
I seldom go along Fleet Street after midnight, but. 

happening to do so at half-past twelve this morning, I saw-
twenty or thir ty men running along towards Ludgate 
Circus. Soon these were followed by scores of others, all 
obviously of the poorest type. Old men and mere boys 
elbowed one another, and middle-aged men were in the 
majority. All streamed rapidly eastwards, and all appar-
ently in search of some common objective. I turned with 
them and found that they were seeking an official of the 
Salvation Army. 

This unfortunate man. a pleasant-faced person in 
uniform, was run to earth just by Ludgate Circus, and lie 
was soon surrounded by a t least a hundred men. The 
united and vigorous efforts of three City constables were 
required to enable him to do his work, which was the dis-
tribution of free tickets entitling the holders to a wash, 
shelter, and food at Middlesex Street. 

One of the men showed me his ticket and said he had a 
long walk to get to the shelter, but tha t it was worth it, 
for he was a sugar-boiler out of work, and had had the good 
luck to get tickets two or three nights in succession. A 
constable informed me that a similar scene was to be 
witnessed in the district every night. 

It is not my purpose to do more than place on record 
what I actually saw, the moral is too obvious to need 
comment. One gentleman, who has seen the incident 
night af ter night, remarked to me that it was " a melan-
choly and dangerous horde," and so it is. If possible the 
grim suggestiveness of the onrush of these destitute, home-
less men was heightened by one who shuffled along singing 
" ' We all go the same wav home '—hurrah for o l d G e n e r a l ' 
Booth." 

Women and the Land Question. 

The F R E E W O M A X (a Women's Suffrage paper published 
in London) contains a letter from Mr. C. F. Hunt, an 
American correspondent, who draws at tent ion to the fact 
that the American suffragist movement is beginning to 
recognise that political power is of no value unless it is 
used to bring about economic as well as political freedom. 
Commenting on this letter the F R E E W O M A N says :— 

" The fact that the woman's movement in England has been 
so absorbed in the sex franchise monopoly accounts wholly 
for the fact that the subject of land monopoly, anil even-
other monopoly, has been ignored by the women Suffra-
gists. We do not believe, however, that women can long 
maintain this aloof a t t i tude. Their invasion of the labour 
maiket is now a fact, and a highly successful one. But 
women—and men—are beginning to realise that it has been 
successful largely because women have been ready to accept 
less than a living wage. . . . This—and the fact that 
the invasion of women workers is increasing and will increase 
still more—makes it cleai that new resources of labour 
must be opened up. The land monopoly, with its Thug-
like grip round the throat of industry, will then be recognised 
for what it is. Women are not blind to it at present ; but 
thev do not see the urgent necessity. The necessity has 
not become pointedly personal. 

The Suffragist papers have done much to expose the 
deplorable conditions which the mass of working women 
have to suffer and this is useful work, but the leaders of 
the franchise movement have a more urgent duty to 
perform in showing how these conditions arise and how 
the vote can be used to remedy them. We can understand 
women not seeing the urgent necessity of removing " the 
Thug-like grip of land monopoly round the throat of 
i n d u s t r y " : we have experience of trying to show it to 
men ; but we cannot quite appreciate the difficulty the 
F R E E W O M A N has in showing its public this " urgent neces-
sity " as one good and sufficient reason why women should 
have the vote. The lesson the women have yet to learn 
is the lesson men are coming to learn, namely, that political 
freedom, apart from economic freedom, is worthless. 
They have to answer Henry George's question—W hat 
is the use of giving men the vote and forcing them to 
t ramp ? 

Darkest Glasgow. 

In accordance wi th instructions from the Health Com-
mittee of the Corporation of Glasgow, Dr. A. K. Chalmers, 
the Medical Officer of Health, has prepared a report on 
insanitary and obstructive buildings in congested areas 
in the city. The G L A S G O W H E R A L D of the 9th January 
devotes a leading article under the title " Darkest Glasgow " 
to this very instructive report. " It belongs," the H E R A L D 
says, " to a series of documents in which some rude shocks 
are given to the complacence with which we are disposed 
to regard our undoubtedly remarkable material progress 
and hardly less notable achievements in municipal adminis-
trat ion." We wish some of our friends who so proudly 
parade trade and income-tax returns would take these wise 
words to heart. The increase in the national wealth does 
not reach the slums, and wretchedness persists in spite of 
ever-swelling imports and exports. There is only one way 
out of " Darkest Glasgow " - through the ring fence of land 
monopoly. Taxation of houses makes houses " fewer, 
worse, and dearer." Taxation of Land Values will shift 
the land speculator and make houses more plentiful, better, 
and cheaper. It will do this by lowering the rent of land 
causing a demand for labour and raising wages. 

Another View of Glasgow. 

The Glasgow City Council at a meeting held in the City 
Chambers, Thursday, 2oth January, once again considered 
the Taxation of Land Values [see page 227). and resolved 
bv a vote of 43 to 11 to take action once more in demanding 
powers from Parliament to rate Land Values. On this 
question Glasgow has proved itself to be a City on a hill. 
Its Council speaks for an electorate fully informed and 
convinced of the need for the new rating system. We look 
to the Council to revive the brilliant municipal agitation of 
ten years ago, and to seek, without delay, the co-operation 
of the Local Bating Authorities of the country. The 
municipalities should make it plain to the Government 
that the time has come for the fulfilment of their promises 
made as far back as ItHWi. 

VOLUME XII. OF LAND VALUES. 

A l imi ted n u m b e r of b o u n d copies of Vo lume X I I . of 
LAND VALVES ( J u n e . 1908 . t o M a y , 1910) f u l l y i n d e x e d , 
are now on sale b y t h e I ' n i t e d C o m m i t t e e for t h e T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values , 11. Tothi l l S t r e e t . Wes tmins t e r , L o n d o n , 
S .W. . price 5s.. car r iage paid . 

Those of ou r readers w h o h a v e kept the i r copies of t h e 
paper , m o n t h b y m o n t h , a n d desire t o h a v e t h e m b o u n d in 
the i r own s ty le , can h a v e a copy of t h e p r in ted index for 
6d!. post free. 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 

" We would s imply take for the communi ty w h a t belongs to 
t he communi ty—the va lue t h a t a t t aches to land by the growth 
of t he communi ty ; leave sacred ly to the ind iv idua l all t h a t 
belongs to the individual."—Henry George. 

THE LINE OF ADVANCE. 

Tt. is now six years since Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman's 
Government was returned with an overwhelming majority, 
pledged to the Taxation of Land Values, as a means of 
securing fo the public the benefit of public values, freeing 
the building and other trades from the rates which now act 
" like a hostile tariff " against them, reducing overcrowding 
and exorbitant rents, and giving would-be cultivators access 
to the soil on fair terms. 

The friends of the movement in Parliament organised 
themselves into a Land Values Group, several members of 
which have since received ministerial appointments. 
Opinion in the House of Commons consolidated and 
broadened in favour of a scheme of universal Valuation as 
the basis of transferring the burden of rates both in town 
and country 011 to Land Values. A Bill was drafted, and 
deputations waited 011 Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman and [ 
Mr. Asquith, who freely admitted the justice and urgency 
of the proposal and the obligation of the Government to 
deal with it. 

But for several years the reactionary element in the 
Ministry—especially the Department whose duty it was 
to prepare and introduce a Bill for the reform of the rating 
system—blocked progress. The Scottish Bill was allowed 
to be mangled to death by the House of Lords without 
serious protest, and England was given in the name of 
" land reform " only such measures as the Small Holdings 
Act and the Housing and Town Planning Act, which are 
now generally admitted to have been " of very great benefit 
to the landowners," and to no one else, and which, as we 
predicted, instead of easing the economic pressure and 
giving better opportunities to land users, have increased the 
power of the monopolists to rob the community and with-
hold from the workers their birthright in the land. 

By-election after by-election showed the disappointment 
and disgust of the public. Our friends in Parliament 
were roused to further effort, and were only induced to 
withdraw their amendments to the Housing and Town 
Planning Bill, in favour of a preliminary provision 
for the valuation of land apart from buildings, bv 
Mr. Asquith's statement in the House of Commons (12th 
May, 1908), that Mr. Burns would at an early date introduce 
a Valuation Bill with two objects; first, to make uniform 
as far as possible the system of valuation ; and secondlv. 
to provide for a separate valuation of sites and buildings. 

This specific promise again came to nothing, and in 
response to further protests and questions in the 
House, general assurances were given bv the Govern-
ment that in spite of the inexcusable failure 
to introduce a Valuation Bill for England, and of the 
destruction of the Scottish Bill by the House of Lords, 
other means would be found before the dissolution of 

Parliament to provide for an equally, or more, complete 
and satisfactory system of Valuation. The meaning was 
clear, especially when it was remembered that there was a 
truly democratic and adventurous Chancellor at the 
Exchequer, who was looking for fresh sources of revenue. 
Hopes rose high when, in December, 1908, Mr. Lloyd George 
declared :—" I mean to raise those taxes in a way that will 
not interfere with any productive industry in this country. 
• . . We want to do something to bring the land within 
the grasp of the people." Again, speaking in the House 
of Commons on 25th February, 1909, Mr. Lloyd George 
said they could not deal with the question of rates without 
altering the basis of valuation. He referred to the unfortu-
nate end of the Scottish Valuation Bill, and said : " they 
were considering whether there were not other methods of 
dealing with that important question." 

History will record how those hints and promises were 
made good in the great Budget of 1909, which, according to 
the testimony of friends and foes alike, restored the fortunes 
of Liberalism. The land clauses of the Budget, and the 
speeches of Mr. Lloyd George, in which he declared that at 
last an account was to be taken between the monopolists 
and the public, took the wind out of Tariff Reform and 
Socialist sails, rallied thousands of waverers to Liberalism, 
and started such a wave of enthusiasm as carried away 
the age-long obstruction of the House of Lords, and made 
it possible at last for overdue questions, like Home Rule, 
Welsh Disestablishment, and Electoral Reform to float to 
settlement, which they could not have done of their own 
motion. 

While those questions for the time occupy the political 
stage, we have a moment to take stock of the present 
position of our movement and to shape our policy for the 
future. Where have we got to ? Are we on the right road '. 
What is the next stage towards the goal '. 

We have a national Valuation Office which is making a 
valuation of all land as directed by the Budget, which will 
be more thorough, complete, and uniform than would have 
been possible under any system of rating reform carried 
out by the existing local authorities ; the Budget taxes 
are being slowly collected—on the increment of land value 
in respect of certain classes of land on casual occasions, on 
the land value of certain arbitrarily defined " undeveloped 
land," and 011 mineral rights ; and the claims of the local 
authorities to share the proceeds of such taxes are under 
consideration. 

On all these three points—the valuation, the taxes, and 
the division of proceeds between the State and the local 
authorities—the time is ripe for further advance. Public 
opinion is demanding something simpler and more workable 
in valuation and taxation, and a speedy solution on just 
and effective lines of the old question of national aid in 
relief of rates. 

As regards valuation, what we want is a record of all land 
values for the time being. The delay and expense, of which 
all now complain, is due largely to the Budget requiring 
buildings and fixed machinery and timber to be valued, 
although 110 tax is to fall on them. If the valuers had to 
ascertain land value only, the valuation might be completed 
in a third of the time. Next, the value ascertained should 
he the whole land value and nothing but land value. It 
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should be the whole land value in all cases, whatever deal-
ings there may have been with the land, and not subject (as 
under the Budget system) to deduction for " fixed charges,'' 
i.e. feu duties, &c., charged on the land, which under the 
present valuation has produced the absurdity of land values 
of an apparently minus quantity. On the other hand, there 
should be excluded from the assessment the value of all im-
provements. including those which increase the value of land 
for agricultural purposes, which are not excluded under the 
Budget valuation. Lastly, the valuation should hi- made 
not as in 19119, and then again onlv on the casual occasions 
of sale or death, but up to date and periodically often 
enough to make it always an accurate record of the 
amount of land value for the time being enjoyed or 
controlled bv each of the persons interested in any piece 
of land. 

These few and simple but important alterations could be 
made at once and fitted into the existing law and practice. 
We should then have all that is necessary for a straight, 
simple, uniform, universal annual tax on all land values, 
to be levied on each of the persons interested in such land 
values in proportion to his interest. 

Such a tax might at once supersede the present partial, 
spasmodic, unintelligible, harassing Budget taxes, to the 
benefit of the revenue, which would get a certain and regular 
return with much less trouble and expense, and to the relief 
of the taxpayer, who would no longer be mystified and 
irritated by uncertainty and the " hard cases " arising from 
the present illogical and arbitrary system, which vex the 
righteous souls of Captain Pretyman and the I.and Union 
and the E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E , as much as the " cruel and 
relentless " spirits of the United Committee. In response 
to pressure from Captain Pretyman and Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain. Mr. Lloyd George, in the House of Commons 
on December 13th, 1911, announced his readiness to accede 

to the demand for an Enquiry with a view to simplification, 
and he suggested that in promoting such an Enquiry the 
Land Union must have been in secret co-operation with the 
Single Tax Union. Simplification must inevitably take 
the lines indicated above, and we trust that our friends in 
Parliament will join hands with Captain Pretyman in press-
ing for and serving on such an Enquiry at the earliest 
passible moment. 

On the last remaining point also—national aid in relief 
of rates—events are moving slowly but surely towards a 
solution on land values lines. Wc have quoted above Mr. 
Asquith's pledge as to valuation, and on more than one 
occasion he has emphasised the necessity for sweeping 
away the present wasteful and ineffective system of doles 
out of national taxation. On February 7th, 19<I9, Mr. 
Lloyd George said : " They could not deal with the question 
of rates without altering the liasis of valuation. . . . The 
Government could not possibly deal with the whole question 
by promising additional subventions, which led to extrava-
gance and confused the issue. The intentions of the 
Government were intimately mixed up with the finance of 
the yea r " (i.e., the Budget proposals of 1909). 

Speaking in the Carnarvon Boroughs on the 9th December. 
1910, with reference to the Budget, Mr. Lloyd George 
said : " When we get the complete valuation we shall 
have a basis then for re-adjusting the burden of the local 

; taxation, and 1 hope before I have the privilege of meeting 
you again there will be such a re-adjustment of the burdens 
of the local taxation that you will have gained by the 
valuation, and not lost." 

Again, in the House of Commons on 13th December. 
1911. Mr. Llovd George referred to the Budget valuation, 
and saiil . " It will he of enormous value, not merely for 
the taxation we imposed under the Budget of 1909-10. 
but. for the reconsideration of the problem of local as well 
as Imperial taxation." 

Nominated by the Chancellor of tin Exchequer, a Com-
mittee is now sitting to consider the relations between 
local and national taxation. It is most important that no 
tinkering with tin- problem should take place before that 
Committee has concluded its enquiry, and the results have 
been made public and fully considered. The Land Values 
Group of Members of Parliament have given evidence before 
the Committee, which has no doubt followed the lines of the 
Memorial signed by 173 Members of Parliament and presented 
to the Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
urging the hastening of valuation and the levy of a national 
tax on land values, the proceeds to be applied to the relief 
of rates in paying for part of the cost of such national 
services as Education. Poor Relief. Main Roads, and 
Police, and asking that Local Authorities should be em-
powered to levy rates on land values. The problem, in 
view of the intolerable burden of local taxation on the 
present system, requires immediate anil drastic solution. 
The land values solution holds the field alone, so far as any 
definite and responsible public proposals arc concerned, 
and it would appear to be the only solution consistent with 
the public pledges of the Government 

The programme of the Memorial (which includes also the 
substitution of Land Values Taxation for the present taxes 
on tea. cocoa, sugar, and other food) will be pressed forward 
vigorously in Parliament and on the platform. With the 
simplification of tin Budget valuation and taxes, it might 
be put in operation at an early date. The other branch 
of the agitation - t h e demand of the local authorities for 
power to rate land values—is equally important. This 
agitation will be the foremost feature in the coming muni-
cipal elections, especially in London. The revived interest 
in the question shown by the Glasgow Town Council, the 
prime mover in the municipal agitation, is of good omen 
in this connection. A vigorous campaign is in progress 
in the agricultural districts, where the injustice and obstruc-
tive character of the present rates is being more widely 
and seriously felt, owing to the growth of the movement for 
small holdings which is arrested and penalised by t he present 
system. Here, too, the national tax will play an important 
part in re-adjusting the burden and giving to the rural 
districts and the agricultural industry the real relief, of 
which the Agricultural Rates Act was a mockery. The 
taxation of land values is to be found the only just measure 
of what each individual and each locality should contribute 
to the public revenue. 

The first proposal that the Budget taxes should be divided 
equally between the State and the local authorities has 
satisfied no one. and has no finality about it. The Enquiry 
which the Chancellor has promised into the Budget valua-
tion and taxation should be taken in conjunction with the 
enquiry of the Committee now sitting on local and national 
finance, and action with regard to the relief of local taxation 
should only be taken on the combined result. The only 
solution which will be just and give permanent relief will 
be to make land values the basis of assessment for all 
services locally administered, and to defray part of the cost 
of such of those services as are predominantly national out 
of a lew on land values over the whole kingdom. 
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THE RECORD TRADE RETURNS 
FOR 1911. 

A TRAGIC OBJECT-LESSON. 

The Trade Returns for the year 191 1 have been published ; 
they have galvanised into activity a veritable stage-army 
iif Protectionist and Free Trade scribes, who are making 
them the subject of a glorious sham fight, which they, 
at least, appear to take very seriously. The one is loudly 
asserting that the figures are of no significance whatever, 
mean nothing and prove nothing ; that a really diminishing 
output and shrinking trade are only covered l>v the high 
money prices prevailing -so " Hurrah for Tariff Reform ! " 
Tho other is hysterically repeating that they are of the utmost 
importance, demonstrating beyond dispute not only the 
superiority of the existing fiscal system over any system 
of Tariff Reform that could possibiv be devised, but that, 
thanks to its existence, the country itself is increasingly 
wealthy and the lot of the industrial masses of the people 
one of unprecedented prosperity -that Great Britain, in 
fact, is the one sound, healthy spot in an otherwise unsatis-
factory world. They are both enjoying themselves 
immensely, seriously studying one another's wordy effusions, 
pouring broadside after broadside into one another's ranks, 
making lots of noise, " sound and fury signifying nothing," 
but doing one another no real harm, impressing nobody and 
convincing nobody. 

The battle is a sham one, got up to impress, if not to 
deceive, the uninitiated. We note with satisfaction, 
however, that the great masses of the people are as little 
impressed by it as they are by the figures round which it 
rages. They are not. prepared to deny that the country 
is very wealthy, but they know full well that they have 
little or no share in the wealth. These busy, wordy scribes 
may demonstrate to their hearts' desire that the working 
bees of the hive must be enjoying a period of unexampled 
and unprecedented prosperity, but in their homes and 
surroundings they can find no signs of it. Poverty and 
misery, dissatisfaction and discontent, unceasing toil for 
inadequate wages, are still rife amongst them. Bitter 
strikes, culminating a t times in a state of things closely 
approaching civil war, are still the order of the day. 

For our part we do not propose to take part in this 
controversy ; but we are not prepared without protest to 
allow the ignorance and credulity of the masses of our 
fellow-citizens to be practised on to the extent of inducing 
them to accept a mere fraud as if it were the genuine article, 
the one alternative to which is the acceptance of another 
similar fraud offered them under the plausible and attractive 
name of Tariff Reform or Reciprocity or Protection. 
British Free Trade is. in truth, but the shadow of a promise. 
To convert it into a beneficial, life-giving reality, securing 
to each working citizen his due share of the national wealth 
and prosperity, is the work of the true progressives of the 
present generation, of those who know what real Free Trade 
is and what it involves. For, as Henry George warned us 
over "a quarter of a century ago, " The battle for real 
Free Trade in this country has yet to be fought." To-day 
the battle has commenced. If the issue is still doubtful, 
if the troops upon whom the ultimate issue depends are 
st ill wavering, this is not due to the strength of its opponents, 
but to the weakness of its avowed supporters, of the old-
fashioned. narrow, " orthodox Free Traders." who. armed 
with obsolete weapons, dangerous only to those who use 
them, have rushed the right to the place of honour in the 
very forefront of the strife. Blindly ignoring the real 
nature of the contest, skilfully evading every direct vital 
issue raised, they take their stand on what is. rather than 
ou what should lie. and think to overwhelm their opponents 
with statistics, blue-books and time-worn arguments, 
which served their predecessors of sixty years ago. 

Triumphantly marking time, they think they are making 
progress, oblivious to the fact that the real battle has long 
passed over them, and that their weapons are injuring 
only those on whose side they believe themselves to be. still 
fighting. 

A remarkable example of such methods of fighting is 
to be found in The W E S T M I N S T E R G A Z E T T E of January 12th. 
1912. In " Notes of the Day " we find the following :— 

A correspondent, for whose letter our space is 
inadequate, puts a question to us about the trade returns. 
Alluding to our comments on the big figures, he says :— 
'' At the same time we see that the working-classes are 
more and more dissatisfied, and have been and are 
striking ever since thev received the rare and refreshing" 
fruit of Llovd Georgian finance. Why is this '? " 
Now, here is a direct question which demands a direct 

answer. Does this typical representative of " the orthodox 
Free Trade Press " evade it or nvet it ? Let us see. Here 
is what he says :— 

Our answer is a very simple one. He will find it 
in the statistics on unemployment. If he turns to those 
he will discover that the amount of unemployment this 
year has been lower than for any period of which we have 
record, lie will discover further that there has been a 
substantial increase in individual wages in many trades. 
Even if theie had been no increase, the amount paid in 
wages would have been very much greater owing to the 
extra number of men and women employed. That is our 
reply to the suggestion that better trade has not brought 
greater prosperity to the, working-class. 
Does the writer of the above really think he has made 

any answer to the question asked, or even perhaps to have 
answered it in such a manner as should convince, any stray 
Protectionist reader of the G A Z E T T E of the error of his 
ways ? If he had frankly replied, " I don't know," 
it would have been far more satisfactory—at all events 
his readers would have believed him. As given his answer 
is simply an insult to the intelligence of his correspondent, 
who made, no inquiry as to the statistics of unempiovment. 
and who probably knows, like everybody else, that there 
would necessarily be more people employed during a 
period of good trade than during a period of bad or less 
trade. 

At all events he made no sort of inquiry on this point. 
\V hat he asked the Editor to explain was, why. in face of the 
big figures of the trade returns, the working-classes were 
more and more dissatisfied, and have been and still are 
striking '. And. even though, as the Editor tells us. " he 
goes on to argue that the working-classes have no share in 
the prosperity which the trade returns show." this direct 
question deserves at least a direct even if not a convincing 
answer. As it was the Editor, as is the wont of such folk 
when confronted with inconvenient questions, simply 
evaded the issue raised. 

That this was not a mere accidental oversight may lie 
gathered from the very next paragraph, which we again will 
give in full, and which runs as follows :— 

Nor do we shirk the second of our correspondent s 
questions, which is embodied in his contention. ' If such 
results came about under Tariff Reform it would mean 
that the working-classes had a share in the prosperity.' 
Our reply is that, though the profits of industry arc 
shown by the income-tax returns to be greatly increased, 
the workers in many cases have had to win a proportion 
of that iucrea.se by devastating strike.--. Human nature 
being what it is, we do not believe that the worker would 
get more under Tariff Reform without the same exhaustive 
struggle. He would have the same people to deal with 
and would l>e met in the same spirit. His struggle for 
his share would certainly not lie simplified by having 
to deal with enormous combinations and trusts. What 
is certain is that under any scheme of Tariff Reform 
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yet proposed the worker would have to pav mure for his 
food and for every necessity of his life, and would still 
lie left to the crude weapon of the strike to raise his 
earnings. Far from a tariff bringing him content-
ment, it would be the nursing-mother of a series of new 
hardships and deprivations. 

To our mind the Editor has here again shirked answering 
his correspondent 's questions. To the waverer. the man 
in the street, who takes The W E S T M I N S T E R to be instructed 
on the political questions of the dav, the opinion of the 
correspondent would probably carry much the same weight 
as the expressed opinions of the Editorevenof that influential 
newspaper. And all he really gets is two expressions 
of opposite opinions—leaving him probablv as wavering, 
and even more confused than ever. Practicallv the onlv 
reply he can read into the Editor's answer is. " Your system 
would be just as bad as our system. Under both the 
position of the working-class would remain much the same. 
There would be no change in the economic conditions in 
their favour ; they would still be left to the crude weapon 
of the strike to raise their earnings—or rather to raise 
that portion of their own earnings which accrues to them.' ' 
Surely the Free Trade cause is bu t poorlv served by such 
replies to the onslaughts of its opponents. Though ourselves 
convinced Free Traders in the real sense of the word, such 
answers only make us tired ; we have no use for them. 
Throwing down the paper in a fit of irritation, our eyes 
fell on the following paragraph on one of its pages in the 
same issue, which seemed to us to make the complacent 
optimism of the answers still more surprising. It ran as 
follows :— 

S I X P E O P L E — 1 4 s . A W E E K . 

At an inquest held at Westminster to-day on the 
eight-months' old babv of a porter named Trevor, living 
a t Aylesford Street. Pitnlico. the mother stated that 
she and her husband apd four children lived in one room. 
Her husband was a porter employed in a shop in Oxford 
Street and received 16s. with 110 tips or extras in any way. 
He worked from eight in the morning till eight at night, 
and had to spend 2s. a week for food while at work. Out 
of the remaining 14s. they hart to pay 4s. rent, leaving 
10s. to feed witness, the four children, and the father 
when he was at home. Before her husband got this job. 
she added l>etween sobs, he was out of work for two years. 
The coroner said the father was certainly not in receipt of 
a living wage. It seemed quite inhuman to pay a man 
such a wage. This was one of the most dreadful esses of 
proverty he hart known. 
A tragic object lesson t ru ly! A sad comment on the 

wonderful Trade Returns of the past year! A terrible 
confirmation of the contention that " the working-classes 
have no share in the prosperitv which the trade returns 
s h o w ! " Tariff Reform will not help matters we know-
that well enough. The condition of the working-classes 
of the United States and Germanv proves this beyond 
dispute. But what is to be done ? Is no remedy possible '. 
Have we to leave the economic causes producing such 
results unchanged ? Must we perforce leave the victims 
of our own man-made laws and institutions to the tender 
mercies of the Workhouse authorities and charity organisa-
tions ! What reply have the orthodox Free Traders to 
make to such inquiries ! They know our reply ; then let 
them endorse it. or stand aside and leave to otheis the 
struggle against the existing order of things which they do 
not seem competent to earn- on. If they will not do so. 
then the chains of Protection will be added to the fetters 
of land monopoly, and both more securely fastened round 
the ina.sses of the people than ever before in the history 
of our country. 

The danger is imminent. Apparently l>oth of the great 
)x>litical parties in the State are prepared to bril>e the 
masses of the people into acquiescence in theii proposals. 

Every party is prepared to give the working-man something : 
soup-kitchens, religious tracts, pictures of the King, concerts 
in the parks, old-age pensions, insurance against sickness 
and unemployment, compensation in accidents, small 
holdings, and so 011 ml infinitum. But the workers need 
none of these things. What they need, and what they are 
learning to ask for, is social justice and economic freedom, 
freedom to work under equitable conditions and to enjoy 
the full fruits of their own toil. With less than this thev 
will never be permanent I v satisfied. " Brit ish Free Trade 
will do nothing to secure them this . real Free Trade would 
speedilv do so. And it is to the lack of real Free Trade that 
able editors of Liberal newspapers should learn to at .tribute 
the unpleasant bu t indisputable, fact that the working-
classes. having little or 110 share in the prosperity the trade 
returns show, are. therefore, growing more and more 
dissatisfied, anil, in their ignorance of the real cause of their 
impoverishment, of their poverty in the midst of plenty, 
of their lack of prosperity despite record trade returns, are 
having resource to the crude weapon of the strike as a means 
of bettering their economic conditions. Until Liberal 
editors realise this they will remain but poor auxiliaries 
in the battle that is raging evervwhere around them. 

L. H. B. 

THE AGENT OF THE LORD 

(Suggested on being informed dur ing campaign in Wil tshire 
t ha t Liberal meet ings in certain villages could not be held 
indoors ns t he labourers only dared a t t e n d open-air mee t ings 
unde r shel ter of night . ) 

Though d a r k the rule of Russ ian Czar 
As be enforces sway 

With gaoler 's k n o u t and h a n g m a n ' s kno t 
Or bull a t break of d a y . 

He is no t feared for all his use 
Of bullet , lash and cord 

As is bv village labourer . 
T h e Agent of the l .ord. 

T h e village is where no men dare 
Proclaim the fa i th t hey hold. 

Nor come when a t the mee t ing place 
T h e t r u t h is being to ld— 

T h a t Czars f r o m count rys ide mus t go 
And pheasan t s f rom t h e sward . 

They dare no t , for they fear t o meet 
The Agent of t he Lord. 

Perchance they come if t hey can hear 
Concealed by gloom of n igh t , 

T o s t ay outs ide the danger zone. 
Made by the speaker ' s l ight. 

Or if they have the safer scri-en 
A hedgerow may afford : 

Thev fear as men with all at. s take . 
T h e Agent of t he I^ord. 

Each sees his wife and children s ta rve , 
Denied the rich man s e n u n b s . 

When f rom the T y r a n t ' s co t tage cast 
He seeks t he c i ty slums. 

He'd risk his back un to t he lash. 
His neck un to t he cord. 

Hut da re not risk what can enforce 
T h e Agent of t he l/ord. 

Then f rom the pe t t y t y r a n t ' s thral l , 
Come, sot the toilers free. 

Against t he rural Czar 's c o m m a n d 
We'l l set mank ind ' s decree :— 

W h o tills tho soil shall havo i ts f ru i t s 
F o r him the sole reward ; 

So speed the d a y when there shall be 
Xo Agent and no Lord. 

R. L. O. 
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F U R T H E R F A C T S AS R E G A R D S C H E L M S F O R D 

T H E R E P O R T O F T H E M E D I C A L O F F I C E R O F 
H E A L T H . 

A m o r e d a m n i n g off icial r e p o r t l ias .seldom b e e n i ssued 
t h a n t h a t j u s t p r e s e n t e d b y Dr. T h r e s h , t h e Med ica l Off icer 
t o t h e C h e l m s f o r d R u r a l Counc i l , o n h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s in 
C a p t a i n P r e t y m u n ' s c o n s t i t u e n c y of M i d - E s s e x . 

A s t h e r e s u l t of s y s t e m a t i c i n s p e c t i o n D r . T h r e s h s t a t e s 
t h a t lie f ee l s j u s t i f i e d in m a k i n g t h o f o l l o w i n g a s s e r t i o n s 
w i t h reference t o t h e d e m a n d f o r c o t t a g e s :— 

1. T h a t m a n y c o t t a g e s a r e o c c u p i e d b y f a m i l i e s w h o un-
a b l e a n d wi l l ing t o p a y a l i t t l e m o r e rent ii' t h e y cou ld o b t a i n 
l a r g e r o r m o r e c o m m o d i o u s c o t t a g e s . 

2. T h a t t h o r e a r e m a n y c o t t a g e s b a r e l y f i t f o r h u m a n 
h a b i t a t i o n , a n d w h i c h t h e o w n e r s w o u l d r a t h e r c lose t h a n 
r a d i c a l l y i m p r o v e , a n d t h e t e n a n t s c a n n o t find o t h e r h o u s e s 
i n t o w h i c h t o m o v e . I n a t l e a s t o n e c a s e b o u s e s h a v e been 
f o r m a l l y r e p r e s e n t e d a s b e i n g u n f i t for h a b i t a t i o n , a n d tin-
o w n e r h a s d e f i n i t e l y s t a t e d t h a t if t h e Counc i l t a k e a n y 
f u r t h o r a c t i o n t h e t e n a n t s will bo t u r n e d o u t . T h i s is a n 
e x c e e d i n g l y s e r i o u s m a t t e r , a s t h e r e is n o t a s ing le c o t t a g e 
n e a r a v a i l a b l e fo r t h e p e o p l e w h o w o u l d bo e j e c t e d . 

3. T h a t in e v o r y p a r i s h t h e r e is a w a n t of c o t t a g e s w i t h 
t h r e e b e d r o o m s , a n d in c o n s e q u e n c e of t h i s o v e r c r o w d i n g 
o c c a s i o n a l l y occu r s , i m m o r a l i t y is f o s t e r e d , a n d i n f e c t i o u s 
d i s ea se s s p r e a d . 

4. T h a t in m a n y p a r i s h e s y o u n g peop lo a r e b e i n g d r i v e n 
a w a y b e c a u s e t h e y w i s h t o m a r r y a n d c a n n o t o b t a i n a 
c o t t a g e in w h i c h t o res ide . 

5. T h a t m a n y f a r m e r s c o m p l a i n of t h e i n a d e q u a c y of 
t h o c o t t a g e a c c o m m o d a t i o n , a n d a t t r i b u t e t o t h i s c a u s e a 
d i f f i c u l t y in f i n d i n g l a b o u r . 

6. T h a t o c c a s i o n a l l y l a b o u r e r s h a v e t o r e s ide a t a con -
s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e i r w o r k , c a u s i n g g r e a t incon-
v e n i e n c e n n d loss of t i m e t o t h e m a n d t h e i r e m p l o y e r s . 

7. T h a t o ld - age p e n s i o n e r s a n d e l d e r l y p e o p l e r e t i r i n g 
f r o m a c t i v e l a b o u r seek c o t t a g e s in t h e r u r a l a r e a s , a n d if 
t h e y o b t a i n t h e m t h e y f r e q u e n t l y d i s p l a c e t h e a c t u a l 
l a b o u r e r s a n d a c c e n t u a t e t h e d e m a n d fo r c o t t a g e s . 

8. T h a t in t h e p a r i s h e s n e a r t h e b o r o u g h of C h e l m s f o r d 
t h e a r t i s a n s e m p l o y e d in t h e t o w n a r e s e e k i n g c o t t a g e s a n d 
o f f e r i n g a h i g h e r r e n t t h a n t h o p r e s e n t o c c u p i e r s a r e p a y i n g , 
a n d a s a r e su l t r e n t s a r e b e i n g r a i s e d a n d t h e loca l l a b o u r e r s 
d r i v e n a w a y . 

G E T O F F T H E E A R T H . 

I n t h e c o u r s e of his i n v e s t i g a t i o n D r . T h r e s h a d d r e s s e d 
i n q u i r i e s t o f a r m e r s in a n u m b e r of p a r i s h e s r e g a r d i n g co t -
t a g e a c c o m m o d a t i o n , a n d t h e f o l l o w i n g s u m m a r i z e d rep l ies 
i n d i c a t e h o w l a n d l o r d s a r e e n g a g e d d e p o p u l a t i n g t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e :— 

LITTLE BADDOW. —One f a r m of 230 a c r e s e m p l o y s si.\ 
or s e v e n m e n a n d h a s o n l y t w o c o t t a g e s , w h i c h is n o t suffi-
c i e n t fo r t h e l a b o u r e r s e m p l o y e d . A n o t h e r l ias t e n c o t t a g e s 
t o 500 ac r e s , w h i c h is su f f i c i en t . B o t h f a r m e r s s a y c o t t a g e s 
for o ld p e o p l e a n d p e o p l e o t h e r t h a n a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o u r e r s 
a r e g r e a t l y n e e d e d . 

BOREHAM.—Replies wore r e c e i v e d f r o m n i n e f a r m e r s 
a n d o n e o t h e r e m p l o y e r of l a b o u r . O n e f a r m e r hold> 
200 a c r e s a n d h a s o n l y o n e c o t t a g e . H e w o u l d t a k e f o u r 
a t 3s. 6 d . p e r w e e k , a n d t h i n k s lie c o u l d find a s i t e . T h r e e 
o t h e r s s t a t e t h a t t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n fo r t h e i r l a b o u r e r s 
is i n su f f i c i en t , a n d o n e f a r m e r w o u l d t a k e t w o if e r e c t e d 
b y t h e Counc i l . T h e o t h e r e m p l o y e r of l a b o u r b u s p r o v i d e d 
c o t t a g e s fo r bis m e n . a n d d o e s no t t h i n k t h e Counc i l s h o u l d 
c o m p e t e w i t h h im . H e a l leges t h a t p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e 
w o u l d p r o v i d e nil t h e c o t t a g e s n e e d e d in t h i s a n d o t h e r 
p a r i s h e s if b u i l d e r s cou ld o b t a i n s u i t a b l e l a n d at a r ea son -
a b l e p r i ce , a n d be s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e Counc i l a c q u i r e l and for 
t h o p u r p o s e of se l l ing i t a t a c h e a p r a t e t o p e r s o n s wi l l ing 
t o e r e c t c o t t a g e s t h e r e o n . 

FORE E N D . — R e p l i e s r e c e i v e d f r o m e leven f a r m e r s . O n e 
f a r m e r e m p l o y s t w e l v e m e n on a f a r m of 270 ac r e s , a n d l ias 
not a s ing le c o t t a g e . O n e f a r m e r h a d a c o t t a g e t o let a n d 
h a d 28 a p p l i c a n t s for i t . S e v e r a l h a v e insuf f ic ien t c o t t a g e 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n , a n d s o m e of t h e l a b o u r e r s e m p l o y e d in 
t h e p a r i s h h a v e to l ive in B a r n s t o n a n d o t h e r p a r i s h e s . 
R e f e r e n c e is m a d e t o t b e d i f f i c u l t y in finding l a b o u r a m i 
of y o u n g m e n l e a v i n g t h e d i s t r i c t w h e n t h e y w a n t t o get 
m a r r i e d on a c c o u n t ol t h e r e b e i n g n o b o u s e s f o r t h e m . 

P e n s i o n e r s h a v e occupied , s o m e c o t t a g e s w h i c h o t h e r w i s e 
w o u l d h a v e b e e n a v a i l a b l e fo r l a b o u r e r s . 

WEST HANNINGFIELD.—The f a n n e r s ( seven) d o n o t 
c o m p l a i n of a n y d i f f i c u l t y in o b t a i n i n g l a b o u r e r s or 
c o t t a g e s , b u t o n e f a r m of 120 a c r e s l ias n o c o t t a g e a t t a c h e d . 
S o m e c o t t a g e s a r e a c k n o w l e d g e d t o b e t o o s m a l l f o r t h e 
f ami l i e s o c c u p y i n g t h e m , a n d t h e r e is a p p a r e n t l y a l a c k of 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n f o r y o u n g m a r r i e d l a b o u r e r s . 

SANDON.—Out of five rep l i es t l i ree a r e t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t 
t h e present , c o t t a g e a c c o m m o d a t i o n is i n s u f f i c i e n t , a n d 
t h e s e t h r e e f a r m e r s w a n t seven c o t t a g e s , a n d t w o a r e 
p r e p a r e d t o t a k e t w o e a c h a t 3s. a w e e k . T h e r o is a 
d i f f i c u l t y in o b t a i n i n g l a b o u r . B u t t s G r e e n is s u g g e s t e d 
as a s u i t a b l e s i t e fo r t h e c o t t a g e s . 

HIGHWOOD.—Seven replies. O n e f a r m of 110 a i r e s 
l ias n o c o t t a g e a t t a c h e d , b u t t h e l a n d l o r d lias p r o m i s e d t o 
bu i ld t w o n e x t s u m m e r . T h e r e d o e s n o t a p p e a r t o b e a n y 
d i f f i c u l t y in o b t a i n i n g l a b o u r , b u t t b e u n s a t i s f a c t o r y 
c h a r a c t e r of m a n y of t h e p r e s e n t o c c u p i e d c o t t a g e s is 
c o m m e n t e d u p o n , a n d t h e o p i n i o n is e x p r e s s e d t h a t if 
b e t t e r c o t t a g e s were p r o v i d e d i t w o u l d benef i t t h e p a r i s h . 

WIDFORD. T b e f a r m e r s h a v e n o d i f f i c u l t y in o b t a i n i n g 
l a b o u r , a n d t h e y h a v e su f f i c i en t c o t t a g e a c c o m m o d a t i o n . 

DANBURY.—Six f a r m e r s l i ave r ep l i ed . O n e l ias a f a r m 
of 350 a c r e s a n d n o c o t t a g e . H e is p r e p a r e d t o t a k e six 
a t 3s. (id. po r w e e k . T w o o t h e r f a r m e r s w o u l d l iko a c o t t u g e 
e a c h . T h e o t h e r t h r e e h a v e n o n e e d of c o t t a g e s . T h e r e 
is a d i f f i c u l t y in f i n d i n g sk i l l ed l a b o u r , a n d m a r r i e d m e n 
c a n n o t b e e m p l o y e d b e c a u s e t h e y c a n n o t o b t a i n c o t t a g e s . 

EAST HANNINGFIELD.- - T h r e e repl ies . A p p a r e n t l y t h e r e 
is a n o c c a s i o n a l d i f f i c u l t y in o b t a i n i n g l a b o u r , b u t 2s. t o 
2s 6d. p e r w e e k is t h e m a x i m u m r e n t o b t a i n a b l e . 

GREAT LEIOIIS.—Seven rep l ies r e c e i v e d . F i v e h a v e 
su f f i c i en t c o t t a g e a c c o m m o d a t i o n . O n e f a r m e r w o u l d 
h i r e t w o , a t 3s. 6d. p e r w e e k , a n d c o m m e n t s on t h e s m a l l 
s ize, e t c . , of m a n y of t h e c o t t a g e s n o w o c c u p i e d , a n d a n o t h e r 
s a y s t h a t y o i m g m e n w a n t i n g t o m a r r y c a n n o t ge t a h o u s e . 
A p p a r e n t l y a few c o t t a g e s w i t h t h r e e b e d r o o m s a r e w a n t e d , 
b u t t h e f a r m e r s d o u b t w h e t h e r t h e y w o u l d le t a t 3s. 6d . 
p e r w e e k . 

T H E C R U X O F T H i ; M A T T E R . 
T h e r e p o r t a l so d e a l s w i t h " t i ed " c o t t a g e s — d w e l l i n g s 

w h i c h t h e t e n a n t s o n l y h o l d d u r i n g t h e good-wi l l of t h e 
f a r m e r w h o leases t h e m — a n d he r e m a r k s t h a t t h i s inse-
c u r i t y of t e n u r e will in al l cases b e r e s e n t e d a s i n t e r f e r i n g 
w i t h a m a n ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e . H e a d d s . " U n t i l f a r m e r s 
see t h e i r w a y t o inc rease w a g e s so t h a t t h e i r l a b o u r e r s c a n 
p a y a n e c o n o m i c r e n t , a c o n s u m m a t i o n m u c h t o b e d e s i r e d . 
1 see n o w a y o u t of t h e d i f f i cu l ty , a n d . on t h e w h o l e , I t h i n k 
t h a t w h e r e f a r m e r s w o u l d t a k e t l ie c o t t a g e s , a n d t h u s be 
r e s p o n s i b l e fo r t h e p a y m e n t of a r e m u n e r a t i v e r e n t , t h i s 
will b e t h e b e t t e r cou r se , o r , in a n y e v e n t , t h e lesser of t h e 
t w o e v i l s . " T h e resul t of b u i l d i n g 50 or 60 c o t t a g e s in t h e 
d i s t r i c t w o u l d . D r . T r e s h s a y s , b e c o m p e n s a t e d for in v a r i o u s 
w a y s . T h e r e w o u l d lie f e w e r f ami l i e s g o i n g i n t o t h e U n i o n -
h o u s e t l i r o u g h i n a b i l i t y t o get a c o t t a g e ; t b e m o r e s a n i t a r y 
c o t t a g e s w o u l d s a v e a c e r t a i n a m o u n t of i l l - hea l t h a n d 
p r e v e n t s o m e f a m i l i e s d r i f t i n g i n t o t b e W o r k h o u s e o r s e e k i n g 
p o o r relief ; a n d t h e r e w o u l d be s o m e sl ight d i m i n u t i o n in 
t h e n u m b e r of cases w h i c h h a v e t o g o i n t o t h e I s o l a t i o n 
H o s p i t a l — e v e r y case p r e v e n t e d m e a n i n g a s a v i n g . of 
p r o b a b l y £8 or £10. In a d d i t i o n t o th i s , b r o a d l y s p e a k i n g , 
t h e a d v a n t a g e s t o t l ie t e n a n t s a n d f a r m e r s a n a t o t h e 
p a r i s h e s w o u l d , of cou r se , lie c o n s i d e r a b l e . 

So it is p r o p o s e d t h a t t h e Counci l sha l l bui ld c o t t a g e s 
b e c a u s e t h e w a g e of t h e l a b o u r e r is s o low t h a t t h e l a b o u r e r 
c a n n o t a f f o r d t o p a y <ui e c o n o m i c ren t - in E s s e x o f t e n a s 
low as 12s. t o 14s. a week . A L a n d V a l u e s T a x t h a t wou ld 
b r i n g al l l a n d of v a l u e i n t o use a t a n e c o n o m i c r e n t a n d 
e n a b l e r a t e s t o b e r e m o v e d f r o m t b e l a b o u r e r s ' c o t t a g e s 
a n d t b e f a r m e r s ' i m p r o v e m e n t s w o u l d s p e e d i l y r e su l t in a 
d e m a n d f o r l a b o u r w h i c h w o u l d e n a b l e t h e l a b o u r e r t o get a 
w a g e t h a t w o u l d e n a b l e h i m t o so lve t h e b o u s i n g p r o b l e m for 
h imse l f . T a k e n t o g e t h e r , t h e B o r o u g h of C h e l m s f o r d a n d 
t h e C h e l m s f o r d R u r a l D i s t r i c t s h o w how i l l - adv i sed w a s 
Mr. L l o y d G e o r g e w h e n h e d e l a y e d r e f o r m b y l i s t en ing 
t o C a p t a i n P r e t y m a n a n d a c c e p t e d his c reed t h a t r u r a l 
l a n d l o r d s a r e b e n e f i c e n t i n d i v i d u a l s p r e s i d i n g o v e r a s y s t e m 
t h a t it w o u l d b e sacr i l ege t o d i s t u r b . N e x t t i m e t b e Pres i -
d e n t of t h e L a n d Un ion a d o p t s t h i s pose it is t o b e h o p e d 
t h a t t h e C h a n c e l l o r of t h e E x c h e q u e r will t a k e h i s con-
s t i t u e n c y of M i d - E s s e x a s a n o b j e c t lesson in t h e need for 
i m m e d i a t e a n d d r a s t i c r e f o r m . 
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THE FUTURE OF THE LAND MARKET. 

T H E E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E is naturally much concerned about 
the future of the Land Market. Tv its issue of January 6th. 
1912, under the title " The Future of the Land." it devotes 
its editorial article to the consideration of this subject, 
extracts from which will, we think, interest our readers. 

The most urgent need, both of buyers and sellers, of real 
estate, it says, " is to be left alone. . There has 
been a great interference and a serious upheaval, and if the 
normal is to be resumed, the market must have peace and 
quiet, Is it likely to get them ? On the whole, we believe 
that it is. Such tremendous experiments are still in their 
initiatory stages, and it is inconceivable that any Govern-
ment should so soon embark again upon the troubled sea 
of ' land reform.' The Chancellor of the Exchequer, it is 
true, has talked largelv and vaguely about further legis-
lation ; but a Session which is to contain a Home Rule Bill 
and a Welsh Disestablishment Bill is not a very favourable 
opportunity for further legislation of a serious character 
in relation to the land. 
Still T H E E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E thinks tha t—" There is 

always the possibility of a Bill for safeguarding the interests 
of the tenant farmers who may have their farms sold over 
their heads." And it considers that it would not be 
altogether surprising if the expected Report of the Com-
mittee appointed by Lord Carrington to inquire into 
the position of such men were to contain recommendations 
in favour of providing facilities for occupying ownership 
on the lines of the Rural League's Laud Purchase Bill. 
" I t is certain," it continues, " that a large body of public 
opinion would welcome such a recommendation." It goes 
on to say tha t— 

Legislation on these lines, so far from having a disturb-
ing effect, would, we believe, exercise a steadying influence 
[on land prices and the land market generally, ire / resume 
this means.—Ed., L.V.]. There has been some wild talk 
in irresponsible quarters of limiting the power of a land-
owner to give notice to his tenants in anticipation of a sale, 
but no such interference with reasonable liberty could be 
tolerated, and any at tempt in that direction would, no 
doubt, be a disturbing factor [i.e.. disturb la nd prices and the 
land market.—Ed..L.V.]. All that is needed is to render the 
tenant safe from unnecessary disturbance, —no legislation 
can arm anv of us against the ordinary chances of life. 
Bv increasing the number of possible purchasers for 
agricultural land the market would be at once steadied 
and improved, and if the exceptionally fortunate small 
holder could a t the same time be enabled to purchase 
his holding, instead of being compelled to pay a rather 
high rent for it, another good stroke of business 
would be done. But let us cherish no illusions on 
this subject. Most farmers will not b u y ; most small 
holders will not buy, at all events until they have 
had the opportunity of digesting the experience 
of other people. Any at tempt to foster occupying 
ownership on a large scale, and in a hurry, is doomed to 
failure ; if we are to have a new race of yeomen, it will 
come into existence gradually, and as the result of eco-
nomic causes. It is wise to remember that there is nothing 
sacred about our present system of land owning aiul bind 
holding. . . . [The italics are ours.] Yet the distribution 
of property in many hands is always a safeguard against 
violent legislative change, and. generally speaking, an 
indication of national prosperity. If, to-morrow, half-a-
million people would come into possession of their own 
roof-tree, it would be impossible to pass through Parlia-
ment any measure dealing unfairly with the rights of 
property. That there is at present a distinct tendency 
for real property to pass into a larger number of hands 
is not the least important of the reasons upon which we 
base our belief in the greater steadiness of the market in 
the near future. With the complete restoration of confi-

dence prices must necessarily be somewhat less in favour 
of buyers than they have been during the last year or 
two. With a brisk demand, fair prices, and freedom from 
legislative interference, the market for land and houses 
ought once more to be what it never wholly ceases to 
lie—the soundest investment market in the country. 
Serious comment on such an article is unnecessary. The 

one economic cause that would directly tend to create " a 
new race of yeomen." cultivating their own holdings, free 
front all " unnecessary disturbance," is the rating and 
taxation of land values, and the concurrent exemption of 
improvements and individual earnings from unjust and 
penalising taxation. Under such a system of taxation the 
land would soon pass into the possession of those who would 
put it to use—to none other would its ownership be profit-
able. Yet—though there is certainly nothing more 
" sacred " about our present methods of taxation than there 
is " about our present system of land-owning and land-
holding "—this is probably the " violent legislative change " 
against which T H E E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E would safeguard the 
Land Market by taking legislative steps to compel agri-
cultural tenants, even against their will and inclination, to 
become State-assisted occupying proprietors—and thus 
placing a poor half million of people " into possession of 
their own roof-tree." Any such proposal, however, will 
appeal only to those who—like T H E E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E — 
are interested only in making " the market for land the 
soundest investment market in the country." 

We frankly confess that we are not amongst, this number. 
For the price in human blood, human suffering, and human 
degradation, the Nation has to pay for such a luxury is 
far too high, even for such an apathetic people as we 
Britishers. To our mind the land is there to be used, not 
to serve as " a medium of investment," or to be made a 
mere gambling counter either in the soundest or the un-
soundest " investment market iu the country." For the. 
land is the undeniable inheritance of all, not the special 
property and peculiar heirloom of a privileged few. This 
is the old t ru th the people are once again re-discovering, 
and they will enforce its recognition whatever may be the 
effect on the future of the Land Market. L H. B. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

T H E S C O T T I S H B Y - E L E C T I O N S . 
T o t h e E d i t o r o f L A N D V A L U E S . 

f j iB,—It m a y interest your rentiers to know the reason 
for the Liberal de fea t in' Nor th Ayrshire and the Liberal 
win in Govan . T h e wri ter has been in con tac t wi th m a n y 
of the N o r t h Ayrshire f ighters and was himself an act ive 
worker in Govan . 

Mr. Anderson in Ayrshire had t h e bigger task , b u t he 
carried ou t a more vigorous fight t han Mr. Holmes in Govan . 
H e failed s imply because he m a d e no appeal to t he agricul-
tu ra l labourers ' (es t imated a t 3,000 votes) as against, t he 
To ry promises of land purchase as a cure for all the i r evils. 
H e was a t great pains to explain t h e Insurance Act , but 
failed to point out t h a t insurance is but a s top-gap, and 
t h a t t he economic policy of Liberalism is the Taxa t ion of 
all Land Values ; in o the r words, he failed to pu t t h e 
Insurance Act in its proper se t t ing , b u t coiivev<xl the 
impression t h a t it was t he las t word of Liberal ism. 

1 took the l iberty of wri t ing to Mr. Anderson before the 
Govan result c a m e ' o u t . The re was much dub ie ty in m a n y 
qua r t e r s as to t be result , and the Tories expected t o win, 
bu t f assured Mr. Anderson t ha t Mr. Holmes in Govan was 
absolutely safe and would be in by l,-r>00. T h e reason was 
s imply t h i s : Mr. Holmes laid great stress on t h e land 
quest ion ; while he pe rhaps did no t lay enough stress on 
the detai ls of t he quest ion, he was careful to point ou t in 
every speech, how the ci ty workers were injured by the 
ro t t en land sys tem in t he coun t ry . T h a t Mr. Holmes s 
m a j o r i t y fell short, of 1.500 is more t h a n accounted for by 
the adverse labour mani fes to a t t h e last m o m e n t . 

Moral .—The s t ronger f ighter, mis-s ta t ing the Liberal 
case, gets bea ten . T h e weaker fighter, ndvocat ing Liberal 
principles, succeeds. MKDICUS. 
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THE D U K E ' S " T W O AND EIGHTPENCE." FROM THE HIGHLANDS 

Accord ing t o the DAILY .NEWS of 5 th J a n u a r y , Mr. J o h n 
R o b e r t Cairns, a ret i red fa rmer , residing at W a r k w o r t h , 
appea led on 4th J a n u a r y at the N o r t h u m b e r l a n d Quar t e r 
Sessions agains t an order of the Alnwick mag i s t r a t e s for 
p a y m e n t by hi £2 13s. 3d. to t h e Alnwick R u r a l District 
( 'ouncil . 

It was s t a t ed du r ing the hear ing of t h e case t h a t the 
Duke of N o r t h u m b e r l a n d d e m a n d e d f rom t h e Council 2s. 8d. 
per a n n u m , or £2 13s. 3d. in full , as compensa t ion for t he 
d a m a g e caused hy r u n n i n g a t h roe -qua r t e r inch wa te r pipe 
t h rough 23 feet 4 inches of the Duke ' s land a t W a r k w o r t h , 
in order t o connec t Mr. Cairns 's house wi th t he Council 's 
wa te r main . 

T h e Council pointed out t h a t it had laid four- inch pipes 
in lands of o ther local owners , ex t end ing over 2,000 ya rds , 
a n d t ha t compensa t ion at the ra te d e m a n d e d b y the Duke 
would have m e a n t in those cases a b o u t £800. None of 
tho owners , however , had asked for or had received com-
pensat ion. Ul t imate ly t h e Council paid t he a m o u n t claimed 
for full s e t t l emen t , a n d secured a mag i s t r a t e ' s order to 
recover the a m o u n t f rom Mr. Cairns. Air. Cairns offered 
Is. od. in full s e t t l emen t for all d a m a g e suffered by the 
Duke, and appea led aga ins t the order . 

T h e appeal was al lowed, wi th costs. 
Commen t ing on t h e incident edi tor ia l ly , the NKWS 

says it 
. i l lustrates one of t he m u l t i t u d i n o u s ways in 

which the r a t epaye r suffers f rom t h e monopoly which 
e x t r a c t s all the profit a n d hears none of the burdens of t he 
land . Of all t he tanks t ha t awai t the legislative ac t iv i ty of 
t he Governmen t none is so u rgen t a s t he r e a d j u s t m e n t of 
r a t i n g a n d t axa t ion which will r emove f rom the hack of 
i ndus t ry t h e bu rden of ra tes which cen tur ies of landlord 
rule have t h r u s t upon it. and the t r ans fe r of t he charge to 
t he land in the fo rm of t axa t ion . W h e n t h e va lua t ion 
unde r tho B u d g e t is comple te , a n d we ure sure Mr. Lloyd 
George realises the need of pressing it fo rward , the w a y 
will a t last be clear for a root a n d b r anch hand l ing of t he 
grea tes t problem tha t still con f ron t s its. I t is Liberal ism 
alone t h a t can give t h e t r a d e s m a n a n d the small r a t e p a y e r 
relief f r o m the h e a v y a n d u n j u s t b u r d e n under which he 
has s taggered so long. 
Yes ; a n d it is Liberal ism wliich has jus t imposed upon 

the " t r a d e s m a n and smal l r a t e p a y e r , " one more heavy a n d 
u n j u s t burden . If Liberal ism does not a l t e r i ts ways in 
this respect : if it con t inues to ignore monopo ly values as a 
source of revenue a n d con t inues to impose upon its best 
f r iend m u c h more of th i s " u n j u s t burden unde r which he 
has s taggered so long." i t will go the way it deserves to go. 
in to t he wilderness to give place at the seat of Governmen t 
to t h e " f r iends " of the monopol is t s who a re r eadv 
enough t o pile u p t h e burden of r a t e s a n d t axes u p o n 
the s t ruggl ing indus t r ious r a t epaye r . The fact is we can 
only t a x l and va lues , or labour : monopo ly values or t h e 
earn ings of indus t ry , a n d it is abou t t ime Liberal ism decided 
which of these ways it i n t ends going. 

The Rise of Land Value in Stepney. £112 to £30.000 a Year ! 
Apropos of the co-option this a f t e rnoon of an addi t iona l 

m e m b e r of t he Oresbani Commit tee in t h e person of Mr. 
S. D. Coates, it is in teres t ing to no te t he wonder fu l increase 
the re has been in tho annua l revenue of t he F o u n d a t i o n 
c rea ted by Sir T h o m a s Greshain , t he great E l izabe than 
merchan t . T h e p r o p e r t y left consisted of f a rm lands at 
B u c k i n g h a m , a n d at S tepney , and the p roduce total led 
£112 a year . To -day t ha t £112 has grown to £30.000 of 
which all b u t about £2.000 is der ived f rom the Stepnev 
es ta te . The s tory of th i s p rope r ty rends like a romance . 
T h e land ceased to be market garden ground about the 
y e a r 1805. T h e Blackwall Ra i lway was run th rough it. 
a n d t h e es ta te was laid ou t . Of course t h e ra i lwav company 
were able to acqui re compulsor i ly t he freehold of wha t 
t hey wan ted , and t h a t money was invested in t rus t ee 
securit ies. T h e rest of the land was let gradual ly for 
bui ld ing on leases for e ighty years , at g round ren t s of £1 
per plot . I t took between th i r ty and for tv years to cover 
t h e p rope r ty . T h e first of these leasee exp i r .d in 18SS. and 
t h e n commenced t h e great rise in income to t h e £30,000 of 
t o -dav .—London EVENING Xmvs . 18th J a n u a r y . 

The th ing s t r ikes one. No one can pass along our High-
land glens wi thou t no t ing the stillness a n d the ca lm. For 
miles scarce a h u m a n voice breaks the soli tude. W e hear 
the lowing of cat t le , t he bleat ing of sheep, t h e wh i r r of 
grouse and pheasan t s ; but m a n is a ra re an ima l and a 
young m a n a th ing to be marvel led a t . F r o m Ross and 
Aberdeen th rough to P e r t h and C lackmannan it is the 
same s to ry everywhere , desolation desolat ion 011 the face 
of t he count ry-s ide and despair on the faces of t h e inhabi-
tan t s . 

A week ago I s topped 011 the roads ide and ta lked with 
a young m a n . s t rongly buil t , wi th coal black ha i r and 
r u d d y complexion, leaning idly agains t t he lodge gate , 
living at the lodge wi th his •' old fo lks ." He told m e . 
once he saw he would no t be given away , how small holdings 
could easily be m a d e a success "011 the o the r side of t he 
loch " ; peoplo could keep themselves if t hey had a bit 
of the hill behind them, bu t it is at p resen t impossible for 
them to get a t t h e land. H e dropped his voice. " I would 
emigra te to Canada but for t he old fo lks ." And t h e n the 
bi t ter feeling broke ou t . the th ing t h a t has soured m a n y 
of our finest men and dr iven them t o all pa r t s of t h e globe, 
landless a n d cal lous-hear ted : " They care more for the 
deer : it is every man for himself ." I t sums up t h e present 
sys tem, crass selfishness too of ten , the sys tem of landlordism 
supreme. 

No one blames the landlords , for t hey a r e bu t a p a r t of the 
sys tem : t h e grea t m a j o r i t y of t h e m are good m e n and 
kindly disposed towards the i r " d e p e n d e n t s . " 

Hut every Sco tsman wor thy of the n a m e does denotuice 
the si/stem as ro t ten to t he core. T h e sys tem which has 
pe rmi t t ed wide areas of land to fall ou t of cu l t iva t ion in to 
the h a n d s of a compara t i ve few. t ha t enables a m a n to 
hold more land t han he can proper ly util ise, u n d e r which 
one mai l is pe rmi t t ed to p reven t a n o t h e r gaining access 
to t he land a n d p u t t i n g it to t he best use. 

Ne i the r F ree T r a d e nor Tariff Re fo rm can a l te r th i s 
disgraceful land sys tem, the worst in E u r o p e ; indeed, 
the fiscal discussion is really of minor impor tance . I 
know a f a rm 70 miles sou th of Montrea l , the land is no 
be t te r and the c l imate m u c h worse, ye t there is super-
a b u n d a n c e of good things and a full c o n t e n t m e n t . It is 
not d u e to F ree Trade , nor to Pro tec t ion , nor t o land 
purchase , n o r to land banks. It is because t h e work 
of their h a n d s does no t slip t h rough their fingers in to the 
pockets of ano the r , because under Governmen t t hey hold 
their land secure, because the landlords have e i ther to use 
the land or a b a n d o n it . 

These same men a re mak ing the deser ts of t he an t ipodes 
to blossom like the rose. They would r ema in in Scot land 
if t hey could. It is t r u e the re are some men who will a lways 
emigra te in search of a higher s t a n d a r d of l iving : let us 
admi t all this. It is equa l ly t rue that, t he glens did once 
ma in t a in an exuberan t populat ion in decency a n d comfor t . 
The fire was warm 011 the hear th , t h e voices r a n g down 
f rom the hill ; they grew u p hea l thy and s t rong ; t he work 
round the fa rm made t hem " h a n d y " and self-rel iant . 

et it is the simple t r u t h tha t t hey are represented to -day 
by the ru ined co t tage and t h e mossy s tone. 

It is a lmost too late. When will a wave of solemn 
indignat ion sweep throughout Scot land ? There is only 
one r e m e d y to be a d o p t e d : tha t is for the Government 
to tax the value of all land. M.A.. B.Sr . 

E v e r y owner and occupier of l and should o b t a i n this 
f o u r t h annua l report and also a b a t c h of the leaflets, 
and at t he same t ime order his bookseller to supp ly him 
m o n t h l y wi th a copy of LAND VALUES, for unt i l t he 
l i t e ra ture of the Commit tee is r ead , it is impossible to 
grasp the mean ing of this m o v e m e n t . — F r o m thr Official 
f'iiTitlar ot thr Central Land Association. Lktcre House. 
Westminster. January. 1911. 
We fully endorse this view of the case, and will be pleased 

to fo rward tree to a n y address a copy of t he F o u r t h Annual 
Report of the Uni ted Commit tee , a parcel of leaflets ami 
pamph le t s and some specimen copies of l.»NR> VALVES. 
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ECHOES FROM THE CHURCH CONFERENCE AT 
CARDIFF. 

Apart f rom Lloyd George's noble speech, f rom which 
we a re quo t ing at some lengtb in another column, tbe 
above Conference called fo r th many u t te rances we ll worthy 
of being no ted . In a shor t prel iminary speech, in response 
to a special d e m a n d , t he Rev. F. 15. Meyer. Secretary of 
the Na t iona l Free Church Council, s t ruck the right chord 
b y emphas is ing t h a t : " T h e y realised the fact t ha t the 
sin of t h e world was not simply due to t be cussodness 
of their hear ts , bu t to t h e condi t ions in which men a n ' 
l iving." T h e position of Dr. Hughes, t he Bishop of 
Llandaff , who occupied t h e chair , it is dillicult to ga ther 
f rom his speech. He ven tu red to claim " t he vast 
immeasurab le improvemen t s t h a t bad t aken place iu the 
l>ositiou of hand-workers and of women in t he past 1900 
y e a r s " us due " t o Chris t ian teaching and tbe Christian 
ideal of life and conduct " ; and to contend that " it was 
the sp read of t h a t t each ing which was really forcing the 
public opinion of t h e world to insist upon fu r the r s teps 
upwards "—conclus ions highly sa t i s fac tory to those who 
can accept t h e m as t rue. H e warned his audience, however, 
t h a t : " T h e problems before them were complex and 
manifold , and had to lie s tudied f rom m a n y poin ts of view 

we p re sume he mean t f rom o the r t h a n t be point of view 
of Christ ianity- before t h e y could be r ight ly unders tood. 
And also t h a t : ' There was of ten a very real danger 
of their doing more h a r m t h a n good if they gave u t t e rance 
to s t rong opinions on in t r i ca te and burn ing quest ions 
wi thou t really unde r s t and ing the points at issue. Hence, 
p resumably , t he R i g h t Rev . Bishop refra ined from express-
ing any o the r defini te opinions on t h e sub jec t of t h e Con-
ference. On the o ther h a n d , Bishop Welden, who was the 
first speaker , s t ruck a f irmer, more defini te and more 
courageous note . H e contended t h a t : " T h e social 
problem in all its bear ings was in his eyes a religious 
problem. . . . The Social Problem belonged to t he 
Churches, and he might a d d to all Churches alike. . . . 
T h e t ime h a d come when the higher pa t r io t i sm t h a t was 
dawning upon m e n ' s eyes would prescribe tha t 110 m a n 
should m a k e himself rich at the cost of demoral is ing his 
fellow ci t izens." The Conference unan imous ly passed 
the following resolution :— 

In view of the g rav i ty and t h e urgency of t he social 
problem, and t h e need of s t u d y i n g it in the light of 
Christ ian principles and of defining the a t t i t u d e of t he 
Churches toward it, th is Conference urges t he Churches 
to organise m e a n s of social s t udy and service. 
T h e necessi ty for such a s tep must have been forcibly 

impressed u p o n those presen t a t t h e first of t be Conferences 
held in connect ion wi th the above gather ing. At this 
meet ing t b e Rev . J . Morgan Jones , Mer thyr . read a pape r 
on " T h e Rela t ion of t h e Minister to Social Questions. 
Despite t h e Bishop of L l a n d a f f s sweeping conclusions of 
the effects of Christ ian teachings, th is reverend gent leman 
boldly contended t h a t : " It was now becoming clearer 
every d a y t h a t t be Gospels were no t avai lable for t h e support 
of a n y social theory or p ropaganda ; tha t none of t he words 
or deeds of Jesus were capable of a social in te rpre ta t ion : 
nnd t h a t in all s t r ic t ly social quest ions t he t e s t imony 
of t h e Gospel was nega t ive or neu t ra l . . . T h e 
Kingdom t h a t H e proclaimed was purely a Kingdom of 
the Sp i r i t . " Tha t this view found f a v o u r wi th the ma jo r i t y 
of t he 1,500 clergymen present m a y be inferred f rom the 
t r e a t m e n t meted but to t h e Rev . J . Oower Jones (Vicar 
of Olyntaf f ) . This gent leman poin ted out tha t tbe reader 
of the" p a p e r had prac t ica l ly argued t h a t " t h e sociul quest ion 
was outs ide their s p h e r e " " ; and point«d!y asked " w h a t 
t hey were the re for then ? " He contended t h a t " it was 
no "use preaching to a m a n who is d rowning ; have him out 
first a n d t hen preach to him. T h e Sermon 011 the Mount 
dealt main ly wi th tempora l m a t t e r s . (Loud cries of 
" N o ! " ) Seek ye first t he Kingdom of God and His 
r ighteousness (or justice), nnd all else shall be added un to 
y o u , " was of ten in te rpre ted to mean seek first someth ing 
spir i tual and someth ing tempora l will follow. I t meant 
noth ing of the kind. (Laugh te r ) . " At th is point t he 
Chairman rang his bell, and there was an almost unan imous 
vote against an appeal for an extension of t ime, and the 
Vicar left the p la t form a f t e r expressing his opinion tha t : 
" You are a f ra id , vou a re afraid of what I h a v e to say ! 

Subsequent ly the Rev. H. F. Phill ips voircd the view that 
" There was a solution of every problem in tbe teaching 
of the Master, if its principles were applied to the changing 
needs of t he age ." And the l t ev . Haydn Morgan said 
t ha t for Ins pa r t " be d isputed every th ing tbe reader of the 
paper had said. (Loud laughter)." l i e bad made Jesus 
Christ a p h a n t o m . " (Cries of " No ! ") 

There is evident ly much need " ol" defining tbe a t t i t u d e of 
t h e Churches t oward the social problem : and of definitely 
deciding whether or not its accredi ted Ministers shall e i ther 
s tand aside or t a k e their duo part in t he inevitable s t ruggle 
toward social jus t ice and economic f reedom, toward the 
realisation of t he Kingdom of God on Enr th n> it is in 
Heaven. T h e f u t u r e of our tuition and of our race will 
lie p rofoundly affected b y tin- decision. In ei ther case 
t he struggle will cont inue : for . as Anntole Franco so well 
expresses i t . " S l o w l y , but cont inuously , human i ty moves 
towards the realisation of the asp i ra t ions of its wisest 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION. 

THE POWERFUL GROUP. 

I-'ROM AN A R T I C L E E N T I T L E D " T H E P R E S E N T 
T R E N D O F L E G I S L A T I O N W I T H R E G A R D 

TO THE T A X A T I O N O F L A N D . " * 
BY T H E O D O R E G . C H A M B E R S . F . S . I . 

( I n t h e L A N D A<JUSTS' R E C O R D . 2 : i r d D e c e m b e r , 191 1 . ) 

Now. to-day we find those who would nationalize the 
land to be few in number . But there is a powerful g roup 
who, while realising the dangers of land nat ional izat ion, 
do not hes i ta te to advoca te the taxa t ion of land to t h e point 
of t he ex t inc t ion of its ren t . What they advoca te is, in 
effect, this : Land ownership and land development being 
a responsible a n d hazardous m a t t e r , let us confiscate t he 
rent which it produces while we leave the responsibili ty 
and the risk upon those who choose to consider themselves 
its owners. 

This is a far more subt le and dangerous scheme than 
land nat ional izat ion. While it can !»• urged t h a t the S t a t e 
migh t m a k e a bad bargain by purchas ing the land of t he 
count ry , it cannot IK- said that it will m a k e a bad bargain 
if it g radual ly confiscates t he rent by increasing taxa t ion 
u p to 20 p e r c e n t , in tbe i on tbe renta l values. To mee t 
th is proposal we are thrown back upon our Inst resource -
one that is to -day . I am afra id , t he weakest of all reasons 
to place before t h e m a s s e s : I mean the moral and ethical 
object ion. 

T h a t there is, however, grave danger under the present 
regime of the serious adopt ion of the land taxers ' proposals, 
I will show dur ing the rest of tbe t ime a t iny disposal. T h e 
United Commi t t ee for the T a x a t i o n of Land V'nines is an 
organisat ion composed of several independent uni ts through-
out the coun t ry , whose energy is prodigious. This centra l 
body has an income of over £10,000 a year , and it carries 
011 i ts p ropaganda largely by a house-to-house d is t r ibut ion 
ol" l i terature . We learn f rom its annua l report t h a t , " wi th 
a view to going to the people in the i r homes and showing 
them how their emancipat ion from monopoly is wrapped 
up in t he T a x a t i o n of Land Values, t hey have been engaged 
in giving awav 230,000,000 leaflets explaining this pol icy ." 

Now tho policy of this body is t h a t enuncia ted b y the 
American Henry George. It is succinct ly summed up m 
the mani fes to iss"ucd by the (Committee and now suppor t ed by 
over 170 member s of t h e Imperia l Pa r l i ament . (The g rowth 
of t be m o v e m e n t m a y . I t h ink , be realised f r o m the fac t 
tha t t he suppor t e r s in the House of Commons in 1909 
n u m b e r e d only 143.) 

Th i s is t h e ' p o l i c y : To levy a B u d g e t t ax on all land 
values to be applied in providing a na t iona l fund t o be 
al located t o w a r d s the cost of such services as educat ion , 
poor relief, main roads, asylums, nnd police, thereby reducing 
the local rate* and in subs t i tu t ion of t he dut ies on tea , 
sugar , cocoa, and other art icles of food, and to empower local 
author i t ies t o levy rates on the hasis of the Budget lain! 
va luat ion. 

' I'arivr r .a. l before the iiieiubent ol ilio Yorkshire Committee of tli* 
«itrvi-v<>r«' Inst i tut ion. "Inrlna w<*W rn'ltni! I>*r»tnb»r lStli 
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This Budget tax lias been called the Single Tax, because 
it is suggested thut it will be the oidy local tax necessary. 
Now the sum necessary to meet the above requirements 
will exceed the annual sum of £100,000,000, which we have 
already .soon to be the approximate total revenue derived 
from lurid, and the proposal is tantamount to the entire 
confiscation of the annual rent from land. 

Tho scheme is HO preposterous, HO manifestly unjust, 
(hat the average business man is apt to shrug his shoulders 
and to regard the whole matter us unworthy of serious 
attention. And so it would be if we were governed by 
intelligence. The democratic myth of government by the 
people bus, however, now taken such u definite concrete 
form that I believe wc can no longer treat the question in this 
light-hearted way. 

Let. us for a moment consider the type of argiunent and 
the kind of literature which is being so assiduously placed 
in tho hands of the more or less ill-informed hut highly 
sentimental voter. 

* (1) To prove that thoro is a large body of workers, 
capable, industrious, and willing, who are denied the 
opportunity of employment is unnecessary. I t is a fact 
u d m i t t o d on all Hides. 

When we find in our midst a great number of unem-
ployed it means one or two things, either (a) that the 
soil <>f thin country is unable comfortably to support, its 
inhabitants, or (b) that production is in some way 
restricted. 

I do not think that unyone will for a moment seriously 
take the first contention as a possible one. Take a casual 
walk through any town and you will see quite a large 
number of vacant plots, eminently suitable for the erec-
tion of houses, shops, factorios, warehouses and offices. 
Take a journey through the country-side, and you will 
see acre upon acre of good arable land under grass, or 
perhaps you may conic across an immense pheasant run, 
game preserve, or deer forest. All this land could produce 
excellent crops for food or raw materials for manufacture. 

Now, everything produced is the result of the appli-
cation of labour, assisted by capital, to land. 

It is quite clear, then, that to extend production it is 
necessary to increase the opportunities of applying labour 
to land. It seems so simple. Here in this country there 
is plenty of good producing and building land and'plenty 
of labour eager straining at the leash in its eagerness-— 
to apply its energies to the land. Yet there is land offered 
you and men out of employment. Why 1 Because 
land is held as a private monopoly and because our present 
systems of rating and taxation penalise the use of land. 

Imagine the idle acres of Britain thrown open to 
cultivation, a flowing back of the rural workers who have 
been driven to the towns, the consequent relief of the 
congestod labour market in the towns, the demand for 
manufactures set up by the needs of the new population 
on the land. Imagine the stimulus to all branches of 
building and industry when rates and taxes aro levied 
according to the benefit received from public expendi-
ture (for this is what land value measures) instead of 
according to the amount of industry and enterprise 
expended. Can we imagine a man who is willing t-o work 
being unemployed then t 

* (2) Land values must be universally recognised as 
what they arc—i.e., communal property and gradually 
taxed into the Treasury, and this revenue would suffice 
for all " reasonable requirements " and would enable 
our present taxation of trade through the Customs and 
our many other forms of taxation upon industry to bo 
comciden tally (tic) abolished. This is the Lund Values 
Taxation remedy. 

E v e r y m a n fo r m a n y y e a r s p a s t b u y i n g land h a s 
bought , i t k n o w i n g — w h e t h e r he l iked it" o r n o t — t h a t 
t a x a t i o n of l a n d v a l u e s u p t o t h e h i l t w a s s o o n e r o r l a t e r 
i n e v i t a b l e . T h o s e w h o r e m a i n o b s t i n a t e l y i g n o r a n t 
of all t h i s d o t h i s t o (sic) t h e i r o w n r isk. T h e c h a l l e n g e 
h a s g o n e f o r t h . T h e e n d of t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m is u l r o a d v 
in s i g h t . 

I t is a p o p u l a r d e l u s i o n t h a t w h e n o n e p r o c u r e s t o h i m -
self a t i t l e d e e d t o l a n d h e b e c o m e s t h e o w n e r of t h e l a n d 
d e s c r i b e d in h i s d e e d a n d h e is t h e n k n o w n a s a l and -
o w n e r ; b u t a s a m a t t e r of f a c t h e is no t t h e o w n e r of t h e 

land, and from the nature of things he can never become 
such. 

But the land is of the earth and cannot be removed 
and must always remain where God placed it. And 
for this reason it cannot he the subject of private 
ownership. 

* (.')) The dreary square was shrouded in the dank grey-
green fog of a diirk November day. The rain leisurely 
descended in drenching showers with careless persistence, 
turning what was in former days a garden of flowers 
into a scene of muddy desolation. There were no visible 
signs of life moving upon the face of that miry waste, 
only the faint flickering rays of light which came filtering 
through the patched and broken windows, punctuating 
the walls of blackness which enclosed the square. It 
seemed incredible that, human beings should dwell 
amidst so desperate and so sordid a scene. 

It was into such homes as these that little babes were 
born, damned by drink, only to be crushed by cruel 
circumstance. It is in such hovels as these that human 
lives are recklessly ruined and wasted. And it is the 
rental roll of such dens which help to swell the slum 
owner with importance and make him wax rich. 

We stumble in the semi-darkness into a room where 
t be sight which greets our eyes sickens our hearts. There 
crouching and shivering before an ember of fire is the 
emaciated form of a woman scantily clad, the symbol ol 
utter despair, vainly seeking warmth for her tiny babe 
which is clasped to her breast. 

Her husband, a powerful young man whom poverty 
was breaking, had walked up and down in the land for 
three long weary months in a bootless search for work, 
but " no man had hired him." 

He spent the night in a cell ; the next day he was 
hauled before a magistrate and summarily sent to prison 
for fourteen days' hard labour. The broken-hearted 
wife and terror-stricken children watch and wait, and 
listen for the father who does not come. But the landlord 
comes with heavy tread to demand his blood-money and 
to tlireaten to turn the defenceless family into the cold 
wintry street should it not. be forthcoming. 

Three shillings and sixpence a week be claims for that 
small, stuffy, filthy, verminous room. We send for 
food and clothing ; we satisfy the irnjust demands ot 
the sleek, complaisant landlord, and turn away with 
hearts choking with impotent anger. How long ! How 
long ! will the people submit 

These are merely typical extracts from some of the litera-
ture that has come into my hands. It will be sufficient 
to show you how dangerous it is. It appeals to the most 
primitive instincts in hitman nature, both good and bad. 
It has just that grain of truth and poetry which is likely 
to stir the hearts of what the author of Vox C L A M A N T I . S 
calls the " great, dumb ignorant emotional people by whom 
we profess to lie ruled in politics." And now let us see 
how it is supported in higher places We find in the leadim: 
article of L A N D V A I . U B S for this month : 

Too many so-called Liberals tell us that the Budget 
of 1909 ohst •rved the pledges of the Partv to tax land 
values and we ought now to close down our agitation. 
The claim is an impertinent one and such men have to 
make their peace with their own leaders like the Prime 
Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who us 
soon as the valuation is completed are determined to pres.-
on with the Taxation of Land Values for which there 
is such urgent need. The ease was well stated by Mr. 
Lloyd George himself, who, speaking at the annual 
meeting of the National Liberal Federation at Bath on 
November 24th. said :— 

1 t h i n k t h e mos t u rgen t need of B r i t a i n t o - d a y is 
t h e r e g e n e r a t i o n of r u r a l B r i t a i n . Y o u will not d o 
t h a t w i t h o u t a c o m p l e t e r e f o r m in t h e l and law... W h a t 
is h a p p e n i n g n o w ? Y o u h a v e got mi l l ions of robus t 
c i t i z e n s d r i v e n b y t h e p re sen t s y s t e m f r o m t h e h e a l t h y 
e n v i r o n m e n t of t h e soil t h r o u g h t h e a l l u r e m e n t s of 

' The»e n u m b e r * have been inser ted t o m » r k where a d i f fe rent nno t .v 
tilin commence* T h e e x t r a c t * are f rom art icle* *ent c a t by the U M 1 
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our great cities. H u n d r e d s ot" thousands , ii not 
millions, pass in to o ther lands. I a m not surpri sell. 
W h e n t h e jus t r ewards of labour are given t o those 
who labour no t , a n d where those who do toil are 
requi ted with wTetched wages anil still more wretched 
houses, you will no t keep the labourer on t h e land. 
T h e comple te re form of the land laws, or. as we should 

p u t i t , t he Taxa t ion of Land Values and the abolition 
of t axes upon indus t ry and improvement s is t he answer 
to t h e challenge of t he Protec t ionis t . 

T h e P r i m e Minister in receiving the Land Taxers 
depu t a t i on in May last, said : " Substant ia l s teps have been 
taken in t h e direction of the re forms advoca ted . The 
first of these s teps was t h e va lua t ion of land. The second 
was t h e B u d g e t t ax on undeveloped land, and the third 
was t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of the commi t tee which was t o 
repor t on the re la t ionship between local and Imperial 
f inance ." 

In Glasgow, on September 11th. 1911, t he Right Hon. 
A. Ure, K.C., M.P. , s a i d : " T h e land reformers thought 
they had found a be t t e r sys tem in t h e value of land. They 
discarded t h e abil i ty to p a y , a n d t h e y discarded the m a n ' s 
capital and income unt i l they bad discovered the source 
from which it was der ived. If they found tha t tbe source 
of a m a n ' s income was f rom his toil alone they would lav 
t h a t on one side as wholly unsui tab le as a basis to fix his 
con t r ibu t ion to t he rates , b u t . if they found t h a t t h e source 
of t he capi ta l was the value of land nlone, t h e y said there 
was a su i tab le basis to p a y for d is t r ibut ion of payment for 
local services which ac tua l ly created the value of that 
l a n d . " 

W e cannot- afford t o laugh a t these proposals. T h e 
a t t a c k is too well sus ta ined and too virulent . You have 
the campa ign going on to -day act ively in Leeds. 

" I n Glasgow, Manchester . Hal i fax , Keighley. I ladders -
field, Leeds. Newcast le , B i rmingham. P o r t s m o u t h . Newbie, 
Cardiff and Swansea, political economy classes arc being 
successfully conducted , and combined they form a school 
of some 300 s tuden t s , m a n y of whom are prepar ing them-
selves as speakers anil wri ters on t h e Taxa t ion of Land 
Values t o an ever-widening circle. . . . We are pleased 
to announce t h a t since our last r epor t t he m o v e m e n t in 
Yorkshire lias been complete ly reorganised and put upon 
a m u c h s t ronger founda t ion . Dur ing tbe th ree m o n t h s 
which h a v e elapsed since t he new offices were opened large 
quan t i t i e s of l i te ra ture have been posted to public men. 
All t he polit ical clubs in tbe Leeds dis t r ic t have been 
circularised and the services of our speakers offered for 
delivering of lectures and opening of discussions on the 
T a x a t i o n of Land Values, etc. T rades unions, Leagues of 
Young Liberals. Labour nnd Socialist associations have 
accepted t h e offer, and some very valuable meet ings have 
been he ld . " 

Now. w h a t , in t he face of th is ac t iv i ty , is the d u t y of t b e 
surveyor ? I t has in t h e past been one of t h e mos t useful 
professional t rad i t ions t h a t p a r t y polit ics should IM-
eschewed at professional meet ings. Unfo r tuna t e ly to -day 
we find t h e quest ion which is of the u t m o s t impor tance 
to t he su rveyor t urned in to a p a r t y quest ion. Up t o recent 
t imes those responsible for legislation of a technical charac te r 
have invar iably consul ted t he professional associations, 
and t h e surveyor , wi thout enter ing the field of polities, 
felt t h a t he m i g h t safely leave it to his societies null insti 
t u t ions t o express his views. To-day a change has come 
over t h e coun t ry . W e have no longer an effective second 
legislative chamber independent of t be d ic ta tes of a mere 
numerica l m a j o r i t y of t he voters . We have seen legis-
lation passed which t h e whole professional world has con-
demned . W e see foreshadowed legislation which, t o t he 
well-informed m a n , is even more grossly inequitable. Can 
the surveyor , wi th his i n t ima te pract ical knowledge of land 
and its economics, s t a n d aside a n y longer ? By v i r tue of 
his educa t ion , his experience of life, his whole equ ipment , 
he is in a posit ion which enables him to speak with au tho r i ty , 
and , in m v opinion, it is incumbent upon him to-dnv t o t a k e 
more defini te and ac t ive s teps to make bis voice heard in 
t h e coun t ry , These proposals for t he Taxa t ion of Land 
Values should be met now before they reach the s tage of a 
Bill before Par l i ament . We know they a re coming, and 
the day t h e y become a Bill we know that, in present con-
di t ions t ha t "rule in regard to our legislation there will be 
little chance of effective opposi t ion. 

MR LLOYD GEORGE AT A CHURCH 
CONFERENCE 

T H E P R O B L E M O F P O V E R T Y . 

Speaking on December 29th at Cardiff at a conference 
of clergymen and lay-workers who on an unsectar ian and 
non-political basis met t od i scus s t he r e l a t i o n of the Churches 
to social quest ions . Mr. Lloyd George said, according to tbe 
T I M E S : 

It is as d e e p a s tain upon t h e na t iona l flag t ha t its folds 
should wave over glum-bred and half -s tarved chi ldren, 
over ill-paid, ill-fed. ill-housed working men and women, 
as if it were to wave over defeat in a s tr icken field. (Cheers.) 
T b e first t h ing we have got to do is to create a t emper , 
a spirit , an a tmosphe re tlmt will compel men of all par t ies 
to deal wi th these problems whichever pa r ty is in |>ower 
for the t ime lieing. 

S ta t ing his proposi t ion. Mr. Lloyd (leorge went on 
to say t ha t pove r ty is n o t the fau l t of Providence, which 
provides abundance . Pove r ty , misery, wretchedness, do 
not exist in tin- land because t he land is sterile and bare 
and does not provide enough for all. Next t here are mil l ions 
of men, women nnd chi ldren in th is the richest coun t ry 
in the world who, th rough no fault of their own. go th rough 
life sodden in pover ty , wretchedness , and despair . Again 
tbe area of pover ty f luc tua tes wi thou t any fault of the 
people who e n d u r e it. My o the r proposit ion is this, tha t 
there are mul t i t udes who live a life of wretchedness , misery, 
and despair par t ly t h rough tlieir own faul t , but largely 
through tbe fault of the i r sur roundings . 

( oMMtJNAi. RESPONSIBILITY. 

You cannot deal w i t h a problem of this m a g n i t u d e 
by mere spasmodic appeals to the char i ty of the benevolent . 
T h a t is hopelessly inadequa te us a remedy. You might 
as well t ry to run the A r m y a n d N a v y by vo lun ta ry sub-
scriptions. If you depended for t he defence of our shores 
upon mere eloquent appea ls to t he pat r io t i sm and tin-
s y m p a t h y and the h u m a n i t y of t h e people you could not 
build or inuintain a nAvy of Chinese j unks in this coun t ry . 
(Laughter . ) In the same way you cannot get rid of pover ty 
a n d wretchedness and bad bousing by mere appeals of that 
charac te r . T h e c o m m u n i t y as a communi ty will have 
to deal wi th t h e m wi th t he whole of their might . It is 
the c o m m u n i t y tha t alone can c o m m a n d the resources to 
dra in this morass of wre tchedness so as invert it into 
a ve rdan t and fertile p la in . (Cheers.) 

What is t he responsibil i ty of t h e Churches here ? T h e 
responsibil i ty of the Churches is this . The Churches of 
Christ in this land guide, control , a n d direct t he conscience 
of the c o m m u n i t y . T h e y establish t be moral s t a n d a r d s 
which fix t he ideals of t h e people. T h e y direct affairs , not 
merely in tbe Sena te and in tin- Council Chamber , but in the 
shop and the fac tory , and in all tho affairs of life. No 
interest , however powerful it m a y be, can long wi ths tand 
the resolute uni ted opposi t ion of t he Churches. Public 
opinion in this land invar iab ly responds to t he call of t he 
uni ted Churches. As the i r power is great so is their 
responsibil i ty. (Cheers.) 

He did not agree wi th the view tha t the Church was 
concerned solely wi th spir i tual tilings. Those who took 
tha t view reflected on the career of t he Master. They 
repudia ted the precept a n d doct r ines of the greatest disciple 
whose first act on founding a church was to es tabl ish a 
f u n d for t h e cure of t h e poor the first Poor Law Guurd ians 
ever e s t a b l i s h e d - - ( laughter) -and he remembered "the 
t rouble which befel one man who did not fill in his fo rms 
proper ly , and who did not give a correct accoun t of his 
p roper ty to the Chancellor of t h e Exchequer . (Laughter . ) 
Those who held this narrow view were false to the t r ad i t ions 
of the Chris t ian Church. To-day we h a d greater pove r ty 
in the aggregate in the land t h a n we ever had : t he re was a 
more severe economic bondage ; for labour to-ilay there 
was n o t a lways guaran teed sus tenance or secur i ty—a 
condit ion of th ings foreign to t be barbar ic da rke r ages. 

What was t he funct ion of t he Church in reference to social 
evils ? T h e func t ion of the Church , lie said, is no t to 
engage in p a r t y brawls. I t is n o t t o urge or to advoca te 
any specific measures . I t is to c rea te an a tmosphere in 
which the rulers of this coun t ry , whe the r in the Legislature 
or in t he municipal i t ies , not only can engage in reforming 
these dire evils, bu t in which i t will be impossible for them 
not to do so. (Cheers.) How t First by rousing the 



Land Values . February, 1912. 

n a t i o n a l conscience to a knowledge of t h e exis tence of these 
evils a n d a f t e r w a r d s t o a sense of t h e n a t i o n ' s responsi-
bilities for dea l ing w i t h t h e m . And the second w a y is by 
incu lca t ing t h e necessary spirit of self-sacrifice wi thout 
which it is impossible for a n y nut ion to deal w i t h gigant ic 
p rob lems of this k ind . T h e Churches m u s t insist on the 
t r u t h being known a n d on t h e t r u t h being told abou t 
these social wrongs. 

T H K C O N D I T I O N OK W A L E S . 

S o u t h Wales, he proceeded, was n a t u r a l l y one of the 
wealthiest p a r t s in t he world. Yet thoy had in certain 
d is t r ic t s housing condi t ions which were a disgrace to 
civil isat ion. In some cases t h e y were such thut common 
decency was scarcely possible. ' He shudde red to th ink 
wliat would have huppoiicd in those valleys but for the fact 
t h a t they bad h u n d r e d s of churches and (Impels whose 
influence did real ly sweeten the a tmosphe re . Hut the i r duty-
did n o t end here. T h e y really o u g h t t o t ake a grea ter 
responsibi l i ty in the m u t t e r of r e m o v i n g tho cause. He was 
appal led the ot her d a y by a r epo r t he received of t he housing 
condi t ions of a smal l town in N o r t h Wales su r rounded 
by miles of land. W h a t were t h e Churches doing ? T h e 
Churches ought to be like n searchl ight t u rned on all these 
s lums t o expose t h e m , to s h a m e those in a u t h o r i t y into 
doing someth ing . (Cheers.) 

H e bud also been reading r epor t s on the housing condi t ions 
in rura l Wales. These condi t ions d id n o t resu l t f r om the 
want ol land or f rom over -popula t ion . Yet there , in one 
ol t he heal thiest c l imates in t h e world, were co t tages 
reeking wi th tuberculosis , d a m p , wre t ched , d a r k , dismal 
abodes . T h e p lague of consumpt ion was sweeping awav 
m e n , women, a n d chi ldren a t t h e very period of their lives 
when t h e y ought to be full of vigour , s t r eng th , usefulness, 
and service. !t is r a t h e r h a r d , Mr. I . loyd George went 011. 
t h a t women should be condemned t o d e a t h for t he sole 
cr ime of s t icking too closely to the i r homes, a n d t h a t 
l i t t le chi ldren should h a v e tiie ge rms of d e a t h sown into 
the i r sys t ems b y abominab le housing a c c o m m o d a t i o n in 
some count ies of Wales . 

T h e Churches m u s t have responsibi l i ty for this . Most of 
t hese m e n , women, a n d chi ldren are m e m b e r s of t h e Churches 
in Wales . T h e Churches should call a t t e n t i o n to it. They 
should rouse the n a t i o n a l conscience on tho subjec t to a 
sense of i t s responsibi l i ty . I t is not for t h e Churches to 
d r a f t H o u s i n g Acts, it is not for t he Churches to en te r 
in to a polit ical p r o p a g a n d a or t o suppo r t one pa r t i cu la r 
measu re or a n o t h e r : b u t let t h e Churches hun t out evil 
condi t ions , let t h e m expose t h e m , lot t h e m d r a g t hem 
into t he light of d a y , a n d , w h e n t h e y come to be dealt 
wi th , le t t h e m (as t h e Church did of old) hand t h e m over 
to t he secular a r m . (Cheers.) 

T H E M E A N I N G O F P O V E R T Y . 

W h a t did pove r ty m e a n ? It was not t h a t men were 
depr ived of luxuries, it was no t t h a t m e n were depr ived 
even of the comfor t s of exis tence, it was t h a t t h e y bud not 
enough to purchase t h e bares t necessit ies of life for t hem-
selves a n d their chi ldren. According to Mr. Kowntreo. 
one - four th of t h e popula t ion of this c o u n t r y , even in t imes 
of p rosper i ty , were living unde r condi t ions "of p o v e r t y t h u s 
donned . W a s it because t he c o u n t r y could not ma in t a in 
t h e m , or because t h e land was poor ? ' T h e na t iona l income 
was 1,800 millions. T h a t was t h e revealed income-
( l aygh te r )—and tha t meant £200 a yea r for eve ry family. 
Yet one- th i rd of t h a t income was received a n d spent 
by 250.000 people, one 200th p a r t of t he popula t ion of this 
c o u n t r y , or. in families, one- for t ie th of the popula t ion 
was receiving a n d spend ing one- th i rd of t he income of t he 
c o u n t r y . P o v e r t y was not here because t he re was not 
a b u n d a n c e . 

I t was incumbent upon those who had been blessed by 
Prov idence to m a k e sacrifice for o thers . T h a t was said t o be 
t a lk ing Socialism, t o be se t t ing class agains t class. Let us 
get rid of these cocka too phrases which a r e r epea ted from 
m o u t h to m o u t h by the un th ink ing , a f t e r ge t t ing them 
f rom people whose bruins an- just as shallow a n d whose 
vision is just as l imited as the i r own. (Cheers.) Lot us get 
to t h e real, terr ible, h u m a n , l iving fac ts wr i th ing a n d 
see th ing b e l o w : let us t e a r f rom this pit of wretched-
ness i ts flimsy cover ing of phrases so as t o reveal tha t 
mass of h u m a n agony , wi th t he help and s y m p a t h y of those 
able t o help. (Cheers.) Let us say it is t i ie business of the 

Churches to insist upon the facts be ing known, u p o n every 
man realising his own responsibi l i ty , upon eve ry m a n 
realising t h a t he has go t t o sacrifice in order to help. (Cheers.) 

D U T Y A N D I N T E R E S T S . 

It is idle to a t t e m p t to deal wi th u colossal problem 
of tlii.s kind unless those who a re well-to-do a re prepared 
to m a k e g rea t sacrifices. T h e great lesson of Chr is t iani ty 
is this : you c a n n o t redeem those who a re below except 
b y the sacrifice of those who arc above . (Cheers.) You 
canno t t ouch any evil in th is c o u n t r y wi thout f inding 
t ha t the re are interests t h a t have s t ruck the i r roo t s deep 
in to it a n d a rc flourishing even upon its very put rescence . 
A t t a c k it a n d you brim; u p o n yourself , no t unpopu la r i t y— 
thu t is no t w h a t you have to face ; you have to face a very 
ha i l s torm of abuse, insult , ca lumny. Help men who arc 
f ighting. (Cheers.) 

T h e Chancellor of t he E x c h e q u e r a d d e d t h a t he was 
not p u t t i n g in a p lea for himself. He was too weather-
beaten a ma r ine r to mind . B u t he had seen gal lant men 
bea ten back by the bi t ing b las t t h e y m e t a long t h e p a t h 
ol progress. No follower of J e s u s of N a z a r e t h , he said, 
has a r igh t to allow a n y m a n to go ou t alone in to t he 
wea the r for fallen h u m a n i t y . God help him if he does ! 
T h e task is a g rea t , a colossal one. I t is the task our Master 
c a m e here f o r — t o lift t h e needy f r o m the mire a n d the poor 
f rom the dunghi l l a n d it is t he Chris t ian Churches alone 
tha t can accomplish it. (Cheers.) If half t he increased 
a m o u n t spent annua l ly in p repara t ion for war was devoted 
to t h e clear ing out of s lums, there was no s t a t e s m a n who 
could n o t do it wi th tha t sum. T h e Church c a n n o t s t and 
by with folded a rms or pleated h a n d s while mill ions are in 
despair . T h e Church cer ta inly canno t say , " A m 1 m y 
b ro the r ' s keeper ? " 

I wonder wha t would h a p p e n if du r ing th is Chr i s tmas 
those who have been s i t t ing c o m f o r t a b l y en joy ing the i r 
Chr i s tmas d inner found a t t he height of the fest ival an 
invisible hand sliding a panel in t he wall a n d opening 
a window a n d showing t hem a n o t h e r household of m e n . 
women, and chi ldren like themselves , no worse, some of 
r l i em—probab ly be t te r—in all t he essentials of cha rac te r , 
huddled shiver ing in wretched dens . I tell y o u what 
would happen . Movemen t would be frozen in eve ry hear t , 
tho conscience of the n a t i o n would lie roused in a w a y it lia.s 
never been roused before , t h e d e m a n d would rise f r o m every 
q u a r t e r in this c o u n t r y tha t our rulers should do some th ing 
to rid t he hind of this pesti lence of wretchedness . (Cheers.) 
It is t h e business of t he Church t o open t h a t window— 
(cheers)—to keep it open, to keep our eyes s t ead fas t until 
t h a t spectacle of wretchedness , woe. and despair shall 
have been t ransf igured into one of happiness and of hope. 
(Loud cheers.) 

EARL CARRINGTON ON RURAL DEPOPULATION. 
I n t h e course of his speech on J a n u a r y 11th, a t t he r en t 

aud i t d inne r of the S o u t h Lincolnshire and Norfo lk Small 
Hold ings Associat ion at Spalding, E a r l Car r ing ton m a d e 
t h e following reference to t h e influence of small holdings 
on checking rura l depopula t ion . " As you k n o w , " he sa id . 
" we have o f t e n been ridiculed by our o p p o n e n t s for our 
belief t h a t t he provis ion of small holdings will s t e m the t ide 
of rura l depopula t ion which has been m i m i n g for t he lust 
t h i r t y or fo r ty years . 1 a m sure , however , t h a t t he 
exper ience of your Association has proved t ha t one im-
por tan t result of your work has been to increase t h e n u m b e r 
of those who get their l iving off t h e land , a n d I find very 
s t r ik ing conf i rmat ion of o u r belief in the recen t Census 
re turns . I h a v e examined the figures for t h e t h r ee par ishes 
of Burwell . Moul ton , a n d Deeping St . Nicholas, in all of 
which a considerable n u m b e r of smal l holding* h a v e been 
establ ished dur ing the las t fivo years , and in each ca«e 1 
find t h a t t h e Census r e t u r n s for 1911 show a very con-
siderable increase in popula t ion as compared wi th t he 
r e tu rns for 1001, as follows : 

NilOl. 1911. 
Burwell 1,974 • •>. 141 
Moulton 2,017 . . . . 2,226 
St . Nicholas 1.255 . . . . 1,439 

" T h a t th i s result is almost ent i re ly due to t he provision 
of small holdings is p roved by the "fact tha t in ad jo in ing 
parishes, where no th ing has been done in tha t direct ion, 
t h e popu la t ion has cont inued to decline, or at a n y r a t e 
shows 110 signs of increasing." 
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EARL CARRINGTON ON OCCUPYING OWNERSHIP 
AND PEASANT PROPRIETORS. 

Speaking a t t he rent aud i t d inner of t h e South Lincoln-
shire and Norfolk Small Holdings Association a t Spalding 
on J a n u a r y 1 J th , Ear l Carr ington replied to a recent a t t ack 
on him a n d 011 t h e small holdings policy with which his 
name has l>een identif ied. 

" .Mr. Green, who is secretary of the Rural Labourers 
League, which appa ren t l y largely consists of members of 
the House of Lords a n d o ther t i t led persons, is correct , 
however, in saying t h a t 1 a m opposed to occupying owner 
sliip, and I a m qui te p repared to give you some very good 
reasons for th is opinion. It is only iu eases where purchase 
is the only m e a n s by which a f a rmer can avoid being turned 
ou t of his h o m e t h a t t he r e is any desire for ownership, 
and those cases are very few in compar ison to the total 
number of f a rmers in E n g l a n d . " 

Defend ing the small holding t enancy as against ownership 
sys tem, L o r d Carr ington said a system of t enancy under a 
public a u t h o r i t y was the only one which would be pe rms 
nent and would ensure not only the creat ion b u t t h e preserva-
tion, when crea ted , of small holdings. 

" One well-known ami respected fa rmer in this neighbour-
hood has absorbed over 30 former small holdings, and he 
boasts t h a t he pays 30 ren t s . Is it not notor ious tha t a 
very large par t of t he work done in t he lawyers" offices in 
your t owns is concerned wi th the negot ia t ion of mor tgages 
Oil small f reeholds, and t h a t it is rarely t he case tha t a small 
holding remains in t he occupa t ion of the same fami ly for 
more t h a n one generat ion ? 

" 1 a m to ld t ha t in one large par ish of 12,000 acres there 
are only t w o cases in w hich a small f reehold h a s remained 
in t he s a m e fami ly for t h e last 40 years . 

" T h e universal exper ience of eve ry coun t ry 111 Europe 
proves t h a t t he dea th of t h e occupying owner almost a lways 
results e i ther in the excessive subdivis ion of t he holding 
among his heirs and the creation of uneconomic holdings, 
or in t h e sale of t he holding and i ts p robable absorpt ion 
into a large f a rm. 

" I have no hes i ta t ion in saying t ha t a sys tem of 
t enancy at a fair rent wi th secur i ty of t enure affords the 
best ladder by which a m a n can gradual ly improve las 
position, a n d t h a t it gives him all t h e a d v a n t a g e s and none 
of the d i s advan tages which are inseparable f rom a sys tem 
of peasant p ropr ie to r sh ip . " 

CENTRAL LAND ASSOCIATION CIRCULAR. 
MR. T K C S T R A M E V E A N D T H E U N I T E D COM-

M I T T E E . 
In t he J a n u a r y issue of the Official Circular of the 

Central Land Associat ion, Dacre House, Westmins te r , 
appears an ar t icle on the Ra t ing of Site Values by 
H. T r u s t r a m Eve, F.S.S. , F .S. I . , which is mainly an a t t a c k 
011 the U n i t e d Commi t t ee for the. T a x a t i o n of I .and \ allies 
and its policy. T h e following an- ex t r ac t s :— 

Every owner and occupier of land should obta in this 
(the United Committee's) f ou r th annua l repor t a n d also 
a ba tch of t he leaflets, and at t he same t ime order his 
Inxikseller to supply him m o n t h l y with a copy of LAMJ 
VAI.VKS, for unt i l t he l i te ra ture of t he Commit tee is read 
it is impossible to grasp the meaning of this movement . . . . 

Every s q u a r e inch of t he Uni ted Kingdom is now l>eing 
valued u n d e r t he F inance (1909 10) Act , 1910, a l though 
only some seven or eight per cent , of t he to ta l area is subject 
t o t h e new du t i e s which were then first charged. . -

Purely agr icul tura l land is a t present outs ide the scope 
of these new dut ies , but it is an open secret t h a t the original 
proposal of t he a u t h o r of t he F inance Bill was to place one 
peony in t he £ on the capi ta l value 011 land which is now 
charged in t he Act a t one ha l fpenny in t he £. and one 
ha l fpenny in t he £ on all agr icul tural and o ther land ; 
tuid it was only 011 the represen ta t ions of some who under-
stood agr icul tura l m a t t e r s tha t th is original proposi t ion 
was drop]>cd. 

If t he present exempt ion of pure ly agr icul tura l land 
was in tended to be p e r m a n e n t , w hy is it being valued ? 
No one in his sense* could advoca te the expend i tu r e of a 
vast s u m of money for va lua t ion unless some use were to 
be m a d e of t he re»ult : a n d it is perfect ly certain tha t unless 
s t rong effor ts are m a d e all the Si te Values t h u s found will 
be ra ted «»r t axed . . . . 

T h e proposals of the United Commit tee include the 
ext inct ion of indirect t axa t i on as far as possible, and they 
wish to place all imperial and local charges 011 land. . . . 

Thev propose tha t all t he Acts of Pa r l i amen t re la t ing 
to ra t ing on Annual Value should be swept away, and t h a t 
t he required amount should 1 - collected f rom owners of 

Site Values " only. T h e Site Values to be used are ot 
course those which will result f rom the National Valuat ion 
now being made . All s t ruc tu re s would lie exempt and the 
effect of the change on var ious occupiers and owners would 
l.e Startl ing : but what they fail to recognise is t h a t , what 
ever i> done, no th ing can s top the economic rent resul t ing 
f rom the law of supply and d e m a n d , and therefore a l though 
thev may ruin t he owner of land up to t he point when the 
whole of his rent is required for t axa t ion . the \ cannot 
possibly prevent him f rom receiving f rom Ins tenant t he 
proper" rack rent of the p roper ty . T h e l i tera ture of t he 
United Commit tee is full of the supposed lionet,Is which 
will accrue t o occupiers bo th of covered and uncovered 
land, but for myself 1 canno t admit that they will benefit 
at all On the con t ra ry it must be t r u e that if you penulise 
an owner t he tendency" is for him to raise rents if possible. 
Where a rent is rack rent and an economic one. it is t r u e 
tha t the tenant will pay no m o r e ; but f rom a somewhat 
long experience of dealing with a large number ot rented 
proper t ies covered and uncovered- there are only a lew 
eases where rent could no t be raised in varying degrees. 

There are however m a n y proper t ies when ' the rent is 
not economic, such as shops, business premises ot all k inds , 
ga rdens , a l lo tments . * c . , and it is clear that in these cases 
ren ts would be raised in strict relat ion to the increased 
t axa t ion . 

T h e proposal of the Uni ted Commit tee therefore is a 
serious quest ion for occupiers ns well as owners. I he 
effect 011 agr icul tural land would be mos t serious, tor it 
s t ands to reason t ha t if s t ruc tu res are taken out ot assess-
ment t h e loss mus t be m a d e up iu some manner , ami that, 
loss must fail on owners of agr icul tural land, less the amount 
which can be charged on undeveloped land, which1 by the 
way has just been t axed unde r the F inance Act . 1910. 

T h a t t he new charge on agr icul tural land will be enormous 
is plain when it is remembered tha t t h e va lue of t he s t ruc tu re 
in house prot ier tv is generally some five tunes t h a t of t he 
site : While in t he case of agricul tural land there being no 
s t ruc tu re s there is no difference be tween the Marke t \ a lue 
a n d the Site Value. 

The fac t is t h a t the theories of the Uni ted Commit tee ure 
beau t i fu l but perfect ly impossible in their unfa i rness when 
put in to pract ice . 

SIR E D W A R D GREY ON UNEARNED INCREMENT. 

Speak ing ut Nor th Sunder land 011 J a n u a r y 20th. Sir 
Edward Grey, t he Foreign Secre tary , said, according to 
t h e G L A S O O W H K R A I . 1 ) : 

T h e Budget of 1909 had been justified by results . 
T r a d e was not ruined, and they had found money for Old-
age Pensions, l a r g e sums for the Navy and for the general 
expend i tu re of t h e coun t ry . T h e Budget was not merely 
finding the r evenue t o - d a y ; it was going to find a still 
bigger revenue in t h e fu tu r e . 

Unde r t he Budget and under t he Insurance Hill, *ir 
E d w a r d proceeded, we have not only legislated for t he 
present but we h a v e legislated for t he fu tu re . I here are 
th ings in t he Budget , like t h e unearn.-d increment d u t y on 
land , which b r ing in pract ical ly no th ing to-day . b u t which 
is going a generat ion hence to br ing in a great deal . 
(Cheers.) We (lid not th ink it fair to t a k e a n y t h i n g out 
of the pockets of people which was a l ready legally there , 
and we a re not going to t a k e a n y unea rned increment d u t y 
upon land which exists at t he present m o m e n t . \ \ e are 
going to s tar t fair f rom t h e d a t e on which the Budget 
was p issed, and we aro no t going to t a k e a n y presen t unearned 
increment d u t y a b o u t which there was so m u c h cri t icism, 
and was so ho'tlv opposed by the o t h e r side. It does not 
bring up t h e revenue a t all at p resent , but is going to firing 
in more and m o r e revenue every year as the coun t ry grows 
in prosper i ty , a n d as land in growing places increased 111 
value the re ' i s t h a t in t he Budget which will be a help not 
only to the present Government an long as it cont inues in 
office but for fu tu re Gove rnmen t s and of increasing help 
as the yea r s go on. 
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N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 

THE ACTIVITY OF THE UNITED COMMITTEE AND KINDRED LEAGUES. 

A CAMPAIGN OF PUBLIC MEETINGS 

In response to a constant demand from all parts for 
speakers on the rat ing and taxation of land values, the 
United Committee have undertaken a special campaign of 
public meetings. The demand and the need for this propa-
ganda have arisen chiefly out of the extensive distribution of 
l i terature recently carried out by the Committee, referred to 
in the current Annual Report and by the spread of the 
Memorial on Land and Taxation Reform, presented bv 
the Land Values group of the House of Commons last 
Session to the Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

Well over a hundred meetings with audiences ranging 
from a couple of dozen to four or five hundred in villages and 
country towns, to three or four thousand in the big indus-
trial centres is the immediate aim of the Committee. Good 
progress has already been made with the campaign. In 
Wiltshire, Mr. R. L. 'Outhwaite and Mr. Robert C. Orr, with 
the co-operation of local supporters have addressed 20 
meetings. The weather has been anything but favourable, 
but some additional meetings were held in the open air. 

A report of this campaign appears on another page. 
I lie towns in which meetings were addressed were:— 
Lower Strat ton, Upper Strat ton, Lvdeard Millicent, Bluns-
don, Highworth, Wootton Bassett , Chiseldon, Rodbourne 
('heney, Ashton Keynes, Wroughton. Broadtown, Cricklade. 
Bishopstone, Hook, Purton Stoke, Lyneham, South 
Marston and Wanborough. 

Large and enthusiastic meetings, addressed bv Mr. 
Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., C.C., and Mr. R. L. Outhwaite, 
were held at lfednesford on J a n u a r y 10th, and a t Chelms-
ford on Janua ry 19th ; they are reported in another 
column. Other meetings, which we hope to report in our 
next issue, have been held during January as follows:— 
23rd, Newcastle-under-Lvme (Mr. Wedgwood) ; 25th, 
Burnley (Mr. Wedgwood) ; 26th, Bradford (Mr. Wedgwood 
and Aid. P. W. Raffan, M.P.) : 27th. Halifax (Mr. Wedg-
wood) ; 27th. Leeds. Annual Meeting of Yorkshire League 
(Mr. Wedgwood and Mr. Ignat ius Singer) ; 30th, Wigan 
(Aid. R a f f a n ) ; Ashton-under-Lvne, (Mr. E . G . Hemmerde, 
K.C.. ex-M.P.): 31st, North Worcestershire (Mr, Wedg-
wood and Mr. Outhwai te) ; 31st. Chorley (Aid. Ratfan). 

The following are the meetings which up to the present 
have been definitely arranged :— 

Februarv 5th. Curoch (North Cumberland) : Alderman 
P. W. Raffan, M.P. 

fith.—National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, 
London, S.W. (National League of Young 
Liberals) : Mr. J . Dundas White, LL.IV. 
M.P. 

„ 7th.—Atherton (Lanes.) : Mr. .1. Dundas White 
LL.D.. M.P, 

„ 9th.- Leeds : Mr. E. G. Hemmerde. K.C. 
„ 12th.—Newcastle-under-Lvme : Mr. J . C, Wedg-

wood. M.P. 
16th.—Sheffield : Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, K.C. 
16th.—Stamford : Aid. P. W. Raffan, M.P. 
16th.—Stockport : Mr. J . C. Wedgwood, M.P. 
18th.—Stoke (Staffs.): Mr. J . C. Wedgwood, M.P. 
22nd.—Newcastle-under-Lvme : Mr. J . C. Wedg-

wood. M.P. 
„ 29th.—Chesterfield : Mr. J . C. Wedgwood. M.P.. 

and Mr. R. L. Outhwaite. 
March ls t .—Oldham : Aid. P. W. Raffan, M.P. 

,. 5th.—(Suggested) Market Harboro' (Leicestershire): 
Mr: J; C. Wedgwood. M.P: 

In London, the United Committee and the English 
League are co-operating with the London Liberal Federation 
in the arrangement of about twenty large meetings to be 
addressed by prominent public speakers on our question. 
In addition, dinner-hour open-air meetings are to be held 
outside many of the large works and factories throughout 
the metropolis. This in itself is a special campaign for 
the metropolis. The Committee are determined to make 
the Rat ing of Land Values an issue at the next County 
Council Election occurring in March, 1913. 

A correspondent writes tha t he is delighted to hear of 
this plan of campaign for town and country, and that 
he will gladly contribute towards the cost. We trust 
others like-minded will join our friend. The endeavour 
is to reach out to this work by meetings and additional new 
explanatory leaflets and the Committee appeal with con-
fidence for the financial support necessary to maintain 
and extend the field of their operations. 

NEW LEAFLETS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 
T h e Uni ted Commi t t ee are a b o u t t o publ ish a large 

q u a n t i t y of leaflets which have been specially p repared for 
use in connect ion wi th t he p r o p a g a n d a work ou t l ined above . 
Wi th in a few weeks t h e following leaflets will be r eady and 
can tie had a t specially reduced ra tes on appl ica t ion to the 
Commi t t ee : 
No. 7. I .and Values T a x a t i o n : how it will help t be 

( 'o t tager and Small Holder . 
No. 17. W h y t h e Shopkeeper should suppor t t h e T a x a t i o n 

of Land Values. 
No. 23. W h y do wo T a x Houses ? 
No. 26. T h e B r e a k f a s t Table D u t i e s and Food Taxes . 
No. 33. W h y the R a t e s a re H e a v y in L o n d o n . 
Xo. 3o. How to Unlock the Land : a word to t b e Laboure r 

and Small Holder . 
No. 37. Conservat ives approve the R a t i n g of L a n d Values. 
No. 38. A T a x on L a n d Values is not a T a x on L a n d , but 

on the Value of Land . 
No. 49. Holding a n d Withhold ing . 
No. 50. W h y Work is Scarce, nnd H o w to Mend Mat ters . 
No. .">8. Land a n d Taxa t ion Refo rm Memorial (wi th a 

s t a t emen t of t h e Social a n d Economic effects 
of t he Policy, and an appeal to t he res idents of 
every Cons t i tuency to pet i t ion their Member to 
approve of t he Memorial). 

No. 59. W h y the Landowner cannot shif t t h e T a x on 
Land Values. 

No. 60. T h e R e w a r d of Monopoly and the Wages of 
Labour . A Contras t . (An I l lus t ra t ion f rom 
the " Lus i t an ia . " ) 

No. 61. T h e Land Song (with an offer of F ree L i t e r a t u r e 
on tho Land Question). 

No. 62. How to Raise Wages w i thou t Str ikes. 
No. 63. T o All Employed in t be Building Trade . 
No. 64. 'Plie A.B.C. of Land Values T a x a t i o n for t he 

Agricul tura l Laboure r (an a rgument b y quest ion 
and answer) ; and 

Free T r a d e and t h e I j m d Question ; and 
Richard Oolidoii's Plain W o r d s on Land Values. 

No. 65. Some Reasons why Engineers should suppor t tin-
Taxa t ion of L m d Values. 

No. 66. Peasan t P ropr ie to r sh ip and Tariff R e f o r m : and 
W h y tile Agricultural Labourers have been dr iven 

to t he Towns . 
No. 67. F o r the C o m m u n i t y Tts Own : for t b e Worker 

His Own ; and 
T a x Land Values and End Unjus t R a t i n g ( the 

" Cardiff Castle " object lesson). 
No. 68. T h e Landlords th rew off their Taxes ( i l lustrated 

b y d iagram) ; and 
Richard Cobden 's Exp l ana t i on of t be Diagrams 

(which is based upon Prof . Thoro ld Rogers ' 
Researches in his Six Centuries of Work and 
Wages " ) . 
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In these leaflets every aspect of t he quest ion is dealt with. 
Nos. 7 to 58, No. 60, Xo. 61 and No. 68. are repr in ts of 
leaflets t h a t have a l ready done considerable service, and 
have had a wide c i rculat ion dur ing the pas t few years. 
T h e o thers are new, and like t he older ones s t a t e t he case for 
t be Ra t i ng a n d Taxa t ion of Land Values clearly and with 
convenient b rev i ty . F o r indoor and outdoor meet ings 
Miid for d i s t r ibu t ion a m o n g fr iends and associates these 
leaflets will be found indispensable to nil who are eager to 
fu r the r our p ropaganda . I t is work which can be under 
taken by all in the workshop or fac tory , or in public us 
members of clubs, ins t i tu tes and associations and we 
appeal to our readers to help the lTnited Commit tee and the 
l e agues t o p u t th is l i te ra ture in the hands of people every 
where. X o more effect ive means could be afforded for 
quiet und pers i s ten t individual effort in carrying conviction 
and spreading the light. 

The Uni ted Commit tee ure also issuing in leaflet form a re-
pr int of t be art icle in t h e 12th Annual Repor t of t he General 
Federat ion of T r a d e Unions on " T r a d e Unionsand t h c T u x a 
t ion of L a n d Values, " b y Jos i ah C. Wedgwood, M.I'.. C C 
Arrangements have been m a d e wi th t lie Independent Labour 
Pa r ty to have these d is t r ibuted among thei r b ranches 
t h roughou t the count ry . T h e General Federa t ion are doing 
likewise, and are sending a t the same t ime a circular let ter 
recommending tha t t he branches discuss the economic 
and social effects of t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values, and send 
back to headqua r t e r s any resolution they m a y see fit to 
pass on the subject . 

NEW PAMPHLET. 
WHAT THE WORKING MEN WANT. 

The United Committee will shortly publish a new penny 
pa mphlet by Moya Llewelyn Davies entitled " What the 
Working Men Want ," which is written specially for the 
workers in both town and country and is an informing 
and concise explanation of what Land Values Taxation 
means. The pamphlet embodies the Land and Taxation 
Reform Memorial, and its attractiveness is enhanced by 
cartoons on front and back covers. It will be procurable, 
price Id., at the offices of the Committee, of the Publication 
Department, and of the various Leagues. 

THE VALUATION INQUIRY. 
R E S O L U T I O N P A S S E D B Y T H E U N I T E D 

C O M M I T T E E . 
A t a mee t ing of t he Uni ted Commit tee , held at their 

offices a t Broad S a n c t u a r y Chambers , 11, Tothil l S t ree t . 
London, S.W., oil J a n u a r y 8th . t he following resolution 
was passed : 

T h a t th is Commi t t ee welcomes the s t a t emen t made 
by the Chancellor of t h e Exchequer in the House of 
Commons on t h e 13th December , 1911, tha t sooner or 
later an inqu i ry would be m a d e into t he progress of 
Valuat ion wi th a view to t he simplification of those 
difficulties which have arisen as a result of concessions 
m a d e t o t h e Opposi t ion and urges tha t such an inqui ry 
should be ins t i tu ted a t t h e earliest possible da te . 

MUNICIPAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE RATING OF 
LAND VALUES. 

A C T I O N T A K E N B Y T H E G L A S G O W T O W N 
C O U N C I L B Y A V O T E O F 43 TO 11. 

At a meet ing of t he Glasgow Town Council, held in t he 
City Chambers . T h u r s d a y . J a n u a r y 25 th . Ixird Provost 
Stevenson presiding, t h e Beport of the Pa r l i amen ta ry 
Bills Commit tee of t h e Council on t h e subjeet of the Ra t ing 
of Land Values c a m e u p for considerat ion. Bailie Barrie 
moved the resolution, which was in t he following t e rms :— 

T h a t , hav ing regard to the facts (1) tha t the principle 
of t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values has been consis tent ly 
suppor t ed by the Corporat ion wi th t he view of securing 
to t he c i ty and the ra tepayers t h e benefit of such t axa t ion , 
and (2) t h a t the Government are at present collecting, 
or a re in con templa t ion of collecting, informat ion and 
all re la t ive d a t a as to t h e t rue valuat ion of all lands 
s i tua ted in urban and subu rban distr icts t h roughou t t be 

country for t h e purpose of such t axa t ion , t he Corpora-
tion, following out tlieir recognised policy in regard to 
th is ma t t e r , resolve to pet i t ion Pa r l i amen t to t he effect 
that jKiwers IK- g ran ted to all lix'til ra t ing au thor i t ies 
th roughout t h e c o u n t r y c o u n t ) , u rban , and town 
councils to impose and levy on t be new valuat ion a 
t ax on tbe value of laud for local purposes , distinct and 
separa te f rom the increment d u t y t<> !>e imposed and 
levied under tbe provisions of tbe Finance (1909 10) 
Act. 1910. 
Bailie Alston seconded. After considerable discussion 

tin1 resolution was adop ted by 43 to I 1 votes. 

YORKSHIRE LEAGUE 
West Rar Chambers . 38. Hoar l .nne. I.eeds. 

A N N U A L R E P O R T . 

The past year has been an event fu l one in the history ot 
t he Yorkshire League. At the beginning of the year we 
moved into new offices in West Rur Chambers . Lix-ds. We 
had II good send-off from U represen ta t ive ga ther ing <»f Single 
Taxer s f rom all p a r t s of Great Bri ta in . 

During tbe year which bus just closed, 121 meet ings 
have been addressed by the members of the Yorkshire 
l e a g u e and f r iends f rom o the r centres . The s p e a k e r s 
included Joseph Fels (London) , E. G. Hemmerdo, K.C. 
(London) . C. J . Ogle (Bal t imore) . R. L. Ou thwa i t e (London), 
H a r r y de Pass (London) , < 'ouncillorC. 11. Smithson (Hal i fax) , 
W. i). Hami l ton (Glasgow). William Reid I Newcastle). 
A. H. Weller (Manchester) . E. A. Lassen (Bradford) , Ever i t t 
Binns . ,1.1'. (Cowling). C. W. Sorcnson (York), Ashley and 
Warwick Mitchell (Ossett). Wm. Basnett (Silsden), Jos . Z. 
Ogden (Oxenhope) . Wm. Thomson . J . P . . F . Dickinson, 
and H. Town (Keighley). F. R u s h y (Leeds), and the Secre-
t a ry . In add i t ion to tbe meet ings organised under the 
auspices of tbe League, m a n y of our members have engaged 
ill Land Values p ropaganda th rough tbe agencies of Jun io r 
Liberal Associations, l e a g u e s of Young Liberals, Labour 
organisat ions , and n o n - p a r t y ins t i tu t ions . 

An act ive s u m m e r campaign w as organised by the League 
in the county . This was very successful, and a considerable 
a m o u n t of l i te ra ture was sold and d i s t r ibu ted . 

In the m a t t e r of l i tera ture , t he year bos been a record one. 
T h e bound p a m p h l e t s " How to Reduce your Rates and 
T a x e s , " supplied by the Uni ted Commit tee , were widely-
d is t r ibu ted b y fr iends of t he m o v e m e n t . The sales of 
l i t e ra ture have been grea te r than dur ing any similar 
period in the his tory of the Yorkshire movemen t . The 
d e m a n d for H e n r y George 's books and pamphle t s has 
ex tended at a rati- which is gra t i fy ing to the Commit tee of 
th is League. 

A vigorous press p ropaganda has been carried out . 
At the opening of t he l e a g u e , our C h a i r m a n — a f t e r 
an interview wi th t he E d i t o r of t he YORKSHIRE 
OBSERVER—was usked to write an art icle s t a t ing our 
position. This art icle duly ap|>earcd in the co lumns 
of t h e Y O R K S H I R E O B S E R V E R , u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f 
" Land Valua t ion and its Ob jec t s , " a n d was a f t e r w a r d s 
pr in ted in pamphle t form. In addi t ion to Mr. Sini tbson 's 
con t r ibu t ion , let ters have appeared in o ther papers f rom 
members a n d friends, amongs t which m a y be specially 
ment ioned a p ro t rac ted cont roversy in t h e YORKSHIRE POST. 
As bus been said elsewhere, a vote of t h a n k s is due to the 
E d i t o r s o f t b e Y O R K S H I R E P O S T a n d t h e Y O R K S H I R E 
OBSERVER for t he space t h e y placed at our disposal, and 
for the fair m a n n e r in which the cont roversy was allowed 
to proceed. Among those who con t r ibu ted from our side 
to th is discussion were A. W. Madsen, William Reid, H a r r y 
de Pass . E. A. Lassen. W m . Thomson , J . P . , C. G. Bolder. 
Ashley and Warwick Mitchell, and F. Skirrow. 

A special d is t r ibut ion of LAND VAI.UES, Mr. Verinder ' s 
p a m p h l e t . F R E E T R A D E ANI> L A N D V A L U E S , a n d o t h e r 
l i tera ture bus been carried out du r ing the year to representa-
t ives of Coun ty , Urban und Rural Councils, and other 
lending men in Yorkshire. Wi th th i s l i t e ra ture there has 
Ix-en sent an in t imat ion of tbe League ' s objec ts , and an 
invi ta t ion to interested par t ies to send t o the Office for 
a n y in format ion they might desire to h a v e regarding our 
principles a n d methods . 

The Keighley Single Taxe r s have added to t he l i tera ture 
of t he League a l i t t le paper called THE KEIOHLKY DEMOCRAT, 
three or four number s of which h a v e a l ready appeared . 
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I I roups h a v e been formed in some of the i m p o r t a n t cen t res 
of Yorkshil-e for s t u d y a n d discussion. T h e secretar ies 
of these g roups a rc in communica t ion wi th t be Cent ra l 
Office, and some good work is being effected in this way . 
We m a y ment ion specially Sheffield. H o t b e r h a m , Keighley. 
Osse t t . Crossbills and I 'enistone. ln add i t ion to these 
g roups , a political economy class lias been held in the Office 
a t Leeds. A r r a n g e m e n t s a re be ing m a d e for t he extension 
of th i s work. Mr. William Keid, who is coming from New-
cast le to t ake up his q u a r t e r s a t t b e Leeds Office, has pre-
pared a sy l labus of eight lectures, which will be delivered 
a t var ious centres du r ing the coming year . Mr. Smi thson , 
the Secre ta ry , mid some o the r s a rc expec ted to assist in 
this work . 

Ill the Keighley by-eJoction, Mr. H a r r y do Pass did some 
specially good work, a n d his expos i t ions of t he case for Land 
Values Taxa t ion was so effect ive t h a t a r e t u r n visit was 
a r r anged , w hen lie del ivered a series of ten lectures. Th i s 
work was much a p p r e c i a t e d , bo th b y the m e m b e r s of our 
League and by those who a t t e n d e d the meet ings . 

T b e financial position of the League has been immensely 
' i thened dur ing the year , and the League is indebted st r e m 

to Hie 1 ni ted Commi t t ee for special dona t ions , which have 
enabled it fo ca r ry out its work . 

MONTHLY REPORT. 
T h e Secretary addressed mee t ings at t he Wakefield 

T rades and L a b o u r ('. Club on 14th J a n u a r y , 11)12, and a t 
tbe Hope town W.M. Club, N o r m a n t o n , on J a n u a r y 2.'!rd. 

On J a n u a r y 20tb a mee t ing was held in t he Centra l 
Hall, Bradford . Mr. J . C. Wedgwood, M.P., a n d Alderman 
P. W. Raffan , M.P. . were t h e speakers , and Aid. J . A. 
Godwin, J . P . , was in t h e chair . 

On J a n u a r y 27th. t h e F i r s t Annua l Meeting of t he Vork-
shire Land Values League was held, t h e speakers including 
J . C. Wedgwood . M.P . , and Air. I. Singer. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s have been m a d e for .Mr. E . G. H e m m e r d e , 
K.C. to address a publ ic mee t ing in t b e Town Hall, Leeds, 
on F e b r u a r y llfli, wi th Mr. A. H. Marshall . M.P . . as chair-
man . On F e b r u a r y 16th. Mr. H e m m e r d e will also address 
a pub l ic mee t ing in t h e Albert Hall, Sheffield, when i t is 
expected tha t Sir Wil l iam Clegg will preside. In addi t ion 
to these meet ings . Mr. H e m m e r d e h a s promised to address 
a m e e t i n g a t Wakefield, but t h e d a t e lias no t been decided 
upon. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s have been m a d e for Mr. W m . Reid to 
conduct a series of Political E c o n o m y Classes, w hich will 
bo held weekly for eight weeks. Dates a n d places as 
follows :— 
Tues.. Poh. 6.—Montgomerv Hull, Sheffield. 
Thur,, ,. 8.—The Office, West Bar Chambers, Leeds. 
F r i . „ 0.—The Liberal Association Rooms. 4. Railway Street. 

H udders field. 
Our t ' ha i rman (Councillor ('. H. Smi thson) has unde r t aken 

to conduc t a similar class in R o o m 13, Temperance Hal l . 
Keighley, commencing Tuesday . F e b r u a r y 6th. 

F . S K I R R O W , S e c r e t a r y . 

AYLESBURY. 
Oil J a n u a r y 18th. in t be Town Hall a t Aylesbury , under 

the auspices of the Mid-Bucks. Liberal Association, a large 
a n d en thus ias t i c m e e t i n g was presided over by the Ear l 
of B u c k i n g h a m . Mr. H. G. Chancellor . M.P. . del ivered a 
s t i r r ing a n d convincing address on t b e T a x a t i o n of Land 
Values. 

NORTHERN LAND VALUES LEAGUE 

During the past m o n t h the Secre ta ry has addressed t h e 
following meet ings : 
Sun., 14. Morning. South Gosforth Adult School. 

—Evening. Newcastle Socialist Society. 
I'hiir., 18.—Dunston Literary Society. 

Thur.. 25. -South Shields Voting Liberal G-agtie. 
Sun.. 28.—Ooxlodgc Adult School. 

P repara t ions have boen m a d e for t he t ransference of 
Mr. Reid ' s services to Leeds, where lie will join Mr. Fred 
Sk i r row on F e b r u a r y 1st. 

A mee t ing of t he League was held in the Liberal Associa-
t ion Rooms, 54, Pi lgr im S t ree t . Neweas t le -on-Tvne. on 
Monday , 22nd J a n u a r y , to consider a r ecommenda t ion f rom 

the Execut ive . T h e commi t t ee hav ing considered a pro-
posal by the I 'n i ted Commit tee t o shut t he office a t New-
castle and to organise the Nor the rn Count ies f rom the 
office a t Leeds, agreed to r ecommend th is course to t he 
members . The following resolutions were passed a t the 
General Meeting of member s : 

T h a t the r ecommenda t ion of t he E x e c u t i v e to 
t r ans fe r the headqua r t e r s of t he Nor thern L a n d Values 
League, to Leeds be adop ted . 

T h a t this mee t ing of m e m b e r s of the Nor thern Land 
V alues League desire to place on record their apprec ia t ion 
of the great services of Mr. William Reid du r ing the last 
e ighteen mon ths in Newcastle and dis t r ic t , a n d regret 
t h e c i rcumstances which render his removal f rom im-
media te ac t iv i ty in our cause. 

WM. REID, Secre ta ry . 

MANCHESTER LEAGUE. 
I. Princess S t ree t , Alber t Square , Manches ter . 

IN addi t ion to t he meet ings a l ready announced in LAND 
V A L U E S , eleven meet ings have been held du r ing t h e past 
m o n t h . These were a t : -Queen's P a r k Pa r l i amen t (twice), 
(W. Fie lden a n d I). Cat teral l ) ; Accr ington (Discussion 
Class, F . W. Hawor th ) ; Penis tone J u n i o r Liberal and 
Economic Class (twice), (J . Bagot a n d A. H . Wel ler ) ; Denton 
Ins t i tu te (W. N o r m a n ) ; Openshaw Socialist Society 
Rconoinic Class (T. H . Ligo). On t h e 10th and 24th meet-
ings for business men were held in t h e League Offices 
addressed b y Councillor Smi thson a n d t h e Secre tary . 

Up t o t b e t ime of going to press t h e following meet ings 
have been a r r anged :— 
Fob. 1.—High Lane (Stockport) Women's Liberal Association. 

A. H. Weller. 
.. 5.—Gorton Central Liberal Club, 8.30. G. L. Whitworth. 
,, 5—Denton Institute. W. Norman. 
,, 7.—Meeting for business men in I^eaauc's Office. 7.30. K. 

Verindcr. 
„ 9.—Sale, L.Y.L., Liberal Club, Sale, 8.0. A. H. Weller. 
.. 12. —Ohorlton Presbyterian Literary Society, 8.0. A. H. Weller. 
,. 12.—Walsden Horticultural Society. W. Norman. 
,, 12.—Ponistonc Junior Liberal Economic Class. Dr. 1'. 

McDougall. 
„ 14.—Smit hills Ward Liberal Club, Bolton. A. H. Weller. 
.. 16.— Dukinfield L.Y.L. W. Burkmshaw. 
.. 21.- Meeting for business men in League's Office. 7.30. 
,. 23. Manchester Centra] Literary and Debating Society. 

Mimicipal School of Commerce, Whitworth Street. 
A. H. Weller. 

.. 25.—Seedley Socialist Society, Clubroom. Coomassie Street. 
Debate between G. F. Musson and F. Ram well, at 
7.30. 

„ 2fi.—Prestwich Primitive Methodist Mutual Improvement 
Society. ,f. Bagot. 

,. 29.— High Lane (Stockport) Women's Liberal Asswiation. 
Liberal Club. J . Moyle. 

„ 29.—Pendleton Co-operative Debating Society, Co-operative 
Hall. Bronehton Hoad, Debate between W. Noble and 
Coun. .1. M. McLachlan. at 8.0. 

., 29. BramhaII L.Y.L.. Grammar School. 8.0. A. II. Weller. 

.. ti. 20. 27. —Astley Bridge L.Y.L. Economic (lass. D. Catterall. 
,. I. S. 15. 22. 29.—Economic Class Meetings in league's Office, 

at 7.45. 
. III. 27. North Manchester Branch Meetings at Queen's Park 

Congregational Institute, 8.0. 
Through the effor ts of Mr. G. F. Musson and a few fr iends, 

a Nor th Manches ter Branch of tbe Manches ter Land Values 
League has just been formed. An inaugural mee t ing was 
held in t he Queen 's P a r k Congregat ional I n s t i t u t e , on 
J a n u a r y 16th. at which Mr. J . Bagot gave an in teres t ing 
address . T h e Rev. A. Rippiner k ind ly accepted the 
Presidency, and Mr. Geo. F. Musson, of 58, Church Lane . 
H a r p u r h e y , was elected as Hon. Secre ta ry . A small 
commi t t ee was formed, wi th power to add t o their n u m b e r . 
It was decided to hold meet ings in t he s ame place on the 
second and fou r th Tuesdays in each m o n t h , at 8 p .m. 

A series of fo r tn igh t ly mee t ings in t be League ' s Office, 
for professional and commercia l men . was commenced on 
Wednesday . J a n u a r y 10th. w hen Councillor C. H. Smithson 
was present and gave an ex t remely in teres t ing address. 
Mr. G. L. W h i t w o r t h and his b ro the r , who are ch iefh 
responsible for this new effort , arc working indefa t igably 
amongst the m a n y business m e n they come into dai ly contact 
wi th . Mr. F. Verinder has k indly promised to address t he 
mee t ing on Februa ry 7th, and it is hoped to secure t h e 
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services of o ther p rominen t Single Taxers fur subsequent 
meetings. 

T h e m e m b e r s of t h e Economic Class (who meet in the 
Office of t h e League every Thu r sday at 7.45) have just 
f i n i s h e d a c o u r s e o f s t u d y of P R O G R E S S AND P O V E R T Y , 
and t h e r ema inde r of t h e season will be devoted to a series 
of lectures for which t h e Secretary has secured a most 
a t t r a c t i v e list of speakers . Amongst those who have 
promised t o give addresses a re Messrs. E. Bardsley. .1. Bat t le . 
H. B. Hobson , F . (i. l . lovd. A. \V. Madsen. Conn. C. H . 
Smithson, F . Skirrow, a n d Conn. H. Taylor . Such a 
bill of f a re should induce m a n y fr iends to a t t end these 
interest ing meet ings who have no t h i the r to done so. 

Amongst o ther in teres t ing f ixtures for the mon th , are 
two public deba te s on " Single Tax r. Social ism." one 
between G. F. Musson nntl F. Rainwoll. at Seedley. on 
Februa ry 25th. and the o ther between VV. Noble and 
Coun. McLachlan a t Pendle ton , on Februa ry 29th. 

Fr iends will he pleased to hear t h a t the President of the 
Manchester League, Mr. L. W. Z immerman , who has for 
some m o n t h s been suffer ing from a nervous breakdown, 
is now near ly restored to his usual good heal th . 

A R T H T R H . W E I . L E R . S e c r e t a r y . 

MIDLAND LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 
20. Cannon S t ree t . B i rmingham. 

The impor tance of Polit ical Econoiny Classes is appre-
ciated by our f r iends in t he Midlands. T h a n k s t o tho 
efforts of Mr. F . Harpe r a t Bilston. and of Mr I Douglas 
( t r aha tn a t W o l v e r h a m p t o n , " Circles " for t he s tudy and 
discussion of Land Values T a x a t i o n have been formed. 
Mr. C h a p m a n Wright is the lecturer , and the meet ings arc 
held at the Liberal Clubs on Tuesdays nt Wolve rhampton , 
and on F r i d a y s at Bilston. The a t t e n d a n c e is most satis-
fac tory in n u m b e r s and in the keen interest displayed by 
the members . A r r a n g e m e n t s arc in hand for similar 
" Circles " on two o ther n ights at Bearwood and Sellv Park . 
Birmingham. The course for six evenings is divided under 
the following headings : 

" Man and his su r round ings . " 
" The necessary r e f o r m . " 
" Kffeet of Tax ing Land Values ." 
" Socialism unnecessa ry . " 
" Othe r suggested remedies . " 
" P r o g r e s s and Prospects of the Re fo rm." 
To those who can spare the t ime Mr. Wright of course, 

u r g e s t h e s t u d y of P R O G R E S S AND P O V E R T Y , h u t i n m a n y 
cases th is is not possible, and the t ? \ t - b o o k s used are 
T H E S T O R Y OK M Y D I C T A T O R S H I P a n d 1 0 0 R E A S O N S FOR 
T A X I N G L A N D V A L U E S . 

On Wednesday . J a n u a r y 31st. a mee t ing on " Land 
Reform and Labour Unres t " will be held at Langley 
Ins t i tu te , when addresses will be given by Mr. J . C. Wedg-
wood. M.P . . and Mr. R. L. Outhwai te . On S a t u r d a y . 
Feb rua ry 10th. t he Lord Advoca te will speak at Bearwood. 

CHAPMAN W R I G H T . S e c r e t a r y . 

MEETINGS IN WILTSHIRE. 
Mr. R. L. O u t h w a i t e and Mr. R. 1 Orr have been 

address ing a series of vil lage meet ings in t he Crickladc 
Division of Wil tshire , following on the decision of t he 
Uni ted Commi t t ee t o p r o m o t e t h e cause of Land Value 
Taxa t ion in t he c o u n t y as part of t he rural campaign . 
The division is represented by Mr. B. C. Lamber t , M.P.. a 
sterl ing Land Values m a n , and the local Liberals and the 
en thus ias t ic agen t . Mr. Bagnal l . have promoted the 
p ropaganda . At t he s ame t ime mea l -hour meet ings were 
held at t he gates) of the great engineering works of t h e Grea t 
Western Rai lway C o m p a n y at Swindon. Great interest has 
l>e«»n evoked at these meet ings, t he men being largely th'-
dispossessed of t he villages, and there has been a large and 
g ra t i fy ing d e m a n d s for l i te ra ture . At a village meet ing , the 
cha i rman , a labourer a t t h e works, told how. when he visited 
bis n a t i v e village, lie saw land f rom which he had helped to 
reap I 4 sacks of corn to t h e acre now producing only " half-
a -hundred weight of weeds ." At ano the r meet ing t h e chair-
man related f rom his own experience how the m a n who 
fully util izes t he soil f an ' s as compared with t h e m a n who 
withholds it. A b o u t th ree miles ou t lie had leased from 
Colonel Calley, the To ry candida te . 2o acres. It had 
former ly been por t ion of a fifl-acre farm which, including 
buildings, h a d been rented a t £2 lOs. an acre. He paid £fi 

per acre £120 a year . T h e land was poor anil unsu i tab le 
for " s p a d e and fork " cu l t iva t ion , and by subsoiling he 
had conver ted 11 acres in to a market garden. T h e 66-acre 
f a r m had employed the fa rmer , a m a n . and a boy. and the 
11 acres now employed all t he year round , besides himself 
1 1 men, and boys at shor t e r hours and fur higher wages 
t h a n those prevai l ing on t h e f a r m s a round . As a result 
of his endeavours he now paid 11 an acre in ra tes on t o p of 
his high rent , mak ing £140 a year to be paid in ra tes and 
rent before be got a n y t h i n g for himself a f t e r paying wages. 
He cont ras ted bis t r ea tmen t wi th tha t accorded bis landlord . 
Colonel ( 'al ley. He had 1(180 acres, and . including his 
mansion, bis - s t eward ' s house, f a rm buildings, anil IS 
inhabi ted co t tages , he only paid 2s. l i d . an acre in ra tes . 
Th i s m a r k e t ga rdener is. in consequence, an enthus ias t ic 
suppor t e r of t h e Ra t ing of Land Values. 

T h e conspicuous fea tu re of these meet ings lias been the 
quickness and en thus iasm with which the villagers g rasp 
the in tent of Land Values Taxa t ion , and the en thus iasm 
with which t hey suppor t t h e under ly ing principle tha t the 
hind is a common heri tage. 

T h e immedia t e need of the Wiltshire agr icul tural 
labourer is a higher wage t han 12s. a week, which is the 
ra te t h a t widely main ta ins , and he can easily grasp the 
point tha t what will coin]x'l the use of idle acres will, by 
c rea t ing a d e m a n d for bis labour, tend to raise his wages 
and establish bis independence. Burnl England has gone 
T o r y because financial and o the r considera t ions have m a d e 
it t he preserve of t he weal thy Whig oppor tun i s t . 

EAST LONDON. 
Mr. Herbert Barr of t he East Dulwich League of Voting 

Liberals, addressed a meet ing on " T h e Taxa t ion of Land 
V a l u e s " on J a n u a r y 5 th at the Obelisk, Devon's Road, 
Bow, E. T h e meet ing was held under the auspices of the 
Nat ional League of Young Liberals. Many quest ions 
were asked by Socialists and sat isfactor i ly dealt with. 

ESSEX. 
IN C A P T A I N P R E T Y M A N ' S DOMAIN. 

On December 19th Mr. J . C. Wedgwood and Mr. R. L. 
O u t h w a i t e addressed a mee t ing in t h e Corn Exchange , 
Chelmsford, on the T a x a t i o n of Land Values. T h e chair 
was t aken by Counc. Dixon. T h e mee t ing has served to 
d raw publ ic a t t en t ion t o t he fact t h a t t he const i tuency of 
t he President of t he Land Union is peculiarly cursed with 
t h e evils of land monopoly . 

Mr. Wedgwood said t h a t Cap ta in P r e t y m a n had done 
him the honour of coming to his cons t i tuency to a t t ack 
the principle of Land Value Taxa t ion , a n d having replied at 
Xewcas t le -under-Lyme. he had thought t ha t it would be well 

PEACE on EARTH 
GOODWILL to MEN 

D o you desire to bring this about ? 
T h e n see that 

4d. " Progress and Poverty " 4d. 
(By p o t t S id . i C l o t h 8 d . , by p o s t 10.1.) 

is placed in every house in the United 
Kingdom. 

Revised and corrected from the 
author's own Edition. " Progress and 
P o v e r t y " is indispensable to Land 

Reformers. 

John Bagot, Limited, L^CAS"™'. 
LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPT., 3 7 6 - 7 , Strand, London, W.C., 

o r f r o m a n y B o o k s e l l e r . 
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to give t h e people of ( h e l m s f o r d an o p p o r t u n i t y to hear 
t h e o t h e r side of t h e case. If ( a p t a i n P r e t y m a n would 
accep t t h e chal lenge lie had t h r o w n o u t t o h im t o d e b a t e 
t he issue be should be glad to mee t h i m a t Chelmsford . 
He a n d C a p t a i n P r e t y m a n were as one in wisliing to have 
t h e v a l u a t i o n simplified. Mr. J.loyd George hud recent ly 
acknowledged in t h e House of Commons t h a t all the diffi-
cu l t ies as regards va lua t i on were duo to concessions m a d e 
to C a p t a i n P r e t y m a n , aga ins t which he had been warned 
by the m e m b e r for Newcas t l e -under -Lyme . Mr. Lloyd 
George b a d said t h a t an inqu i ry in to t h e process of va lua t ion 
migh t be beneficial for t h e purpose of s implif icat ion, and lie, 
the speaker , hoped t h a t the L a n d Un ion would join wi th 
t he Uni ted Commi t t ee for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values 
in has ten ing t h i s inqu i ry and t b e s implif icat ion. Capta in 
I ' r e ty inan also held t h e view t h a t it was u n j u s t to single 
ou t t he valuo of land for t a x a t i o n . T h e r e fo rms advoca ted 
by t h e 17(! m e m b e r s who signed the memor ia l lo tho P r i m e 
Minister were based b o t h 011 jus t ice and expediency. I t 
was j u s t to recover values c rea ted b y t h e c o m m u n i t y , i t 
was j u s t t o o m i t f rom t axa t i on t h a t which was crea ted by 
the individual . T h e re fo rms were exped ien t , because t h e y 
provided a sound, economic solut ion to t he unemploymen t 
diff icul ty . 

Mr. l i . L. O u t h w a i t e said t h a t bis a t t e n t i o n h a d recent ly 
been d i rec ted to t h e land ques t ion at) Chelmsford by reading 
a r e p o r t in t he DAILY MAIL, beaded " N o w h e r e to Live— 
Fa the r ' s Vain Search of the Coun t rys ide . " A m a n w i t h 
wife und seven chi ldren had been forced to go t o t h e work-
house because a c o t t a g e could no t be got in t h e d is t r ic t , 
a n d t h e m a s t e r of t b e workhouse h a d repor ted t ha t for th is 
reason " F ive able-bodied men h a v e come liorc Within u 
m o n t h . " He bad come to Chelmsford to see if the re was 
any land 011 which to live. T h o condi t ions us to need were 
indisputable . He f o u n d t h a t overc rowding prevailed to 
an except ional degree in the t o w n , two and more famil ies 
being j a m m e d into n co t t age scarcely large enough for 
one, a n d t h a t some of these dwell ings were 110 be t t e r t h a n 
hovels. F r o m inqu i ry a t t h e engineer ing w orks of H o f f m a n 
and Co. he found t h a t , there being " n o w h e r e to l i v e ' ' in 
Chelmsford , men who had to b e nt t he works a t six 111 the 
morn ing had to seek a c c o m m o d a t i o n in villages five, six, 
and seven miles d i s t a n t . As a m e a n s to d iscover how m u c h 
land t he re was unbu i l t on in t h e Borough, he had inquired 
as t o t h e a rea assessed as " agr icu l tura l " land. T h e area 
of t h e borough was 3,112 acres, and of th i s a r ea 2.257 acres 
was assessed for r a t e s as ag r icu l tu ra l land. T h e wi th-
holding of this land f rom use was t he cause of t he r e being 
" nowhere to l ive." 

Mr. Wedgwood had explained how the present rat ing 
system discouraged the use of lund for buildings and en-
couraged its withholding, and these conditions were the 
outcome of tbe system. 

L e t t h e m , tirst of all, g lance nt bow those fared who 
wi thheld 2,257 acres in the borough , m u c h of it r ight 111 the 
cen t re of t he town. Th i s land was assessed for ra tes a t 
only £2,851. B u t be ing " a g r i c u l t u r a l land. ' it was o n l y 
ra t ed n t one - four th of th i s assessment—viz . . at £702 17s. Gil. 

-anil would pay in r a t e s about £280, t he t o t a l ra tes being 
8s. Oid. in t he £. Now let t h e m see how fa red the land 
user, t he m a n who benefi ted t h e t own by indus t ry . Hoff-
m a n ' s works occupied 3} acres. It was former ly assessed 
for r a t e s at £1.050. t hen ex tens ions were m a d e , more men 
were emp loyed , a n d t b e assessment was pu t u p to £1.010. 
So t h e y bail this f ac t , t h a t under t be present sys tem t b e 
users of 3} acres pa id 2.J t imes 11s much iu r a t e s as t h e 
owners of 2.257 acres of l and . T h e ra ted agr icul tura l 
land ill t h e borough paid on an average Is. 6d. an acre. 
Land used for i n d u s t r y pa id £200 per acre. 

So appal l ing bad t b e condi t ions become tha t tbe Council 
had ju s t purchased OA acres 011 w hich to erect some cot tages . 
Th i s a rea was assessed as agr icu l tura l laud, and tbe owner 
pa id on £4 per a n n u m , which a t 8s. OJd. in t be £ worked out 
a t a con t r ibu t ion of AT 12s. 2d.. or 5s. per acre. But t h e 
Council hail to pay- £275 per acre. This showed how 
va luable land escaped its fair con t r ibu t ion to the rates . 

W h a t would happen when this land was used ? T b e Council 
would pu t a t least 20 co t tages per acre on it, in all 130, 
each of which would be assessed for ra tes at cer ta in ly £8 
per a n n u m . T h e assessable value would j u m p up to 
£1,040 per a n n u m , chiefly by t a x i n g the c o t t a g e s : and til 
acres would c o n t r i b u t e £418 13s. Id., Which would come 
1 u t of t he wages of these co t tagers . Land which, withheld 

f rom building, pa id 5s. per acre, now paid , p lus bui ldings, £64 
per acre. T h e y proposed to a l ter th i s sys tem, a n d b y way 
of a Land Values T a x levied 011 t h e va lue of l and used or 
no t , find the money for great na t iona l services such as 
educa t ion , poor relief, and ma in roads , a n d t a k e t h e m off 
t be rates . T h e resul t would be t h a t t he land-user would 
pay fur less t h a n a t present and t h e lund-wi thholder far 
more, so m u c h more t h a t the owners of 2.257 acres of 
" agr icul tura l lund " wi th in t h e borough would soon 
provide t be people wi th somewhere to live. W e r e Mr. 
Lloyd George to levy a t a x of 3d. in t h e £ 011 t b e capi ta l 
value of t he land of the United Kingdom t o replace 
£64.000,000 raised by rates , t he co t tage-owner in 
< 'helmsford would pay 3s. 4d. where lie now pays £3 4s. 4d. 
This would be a relief of Is. 2d. a week. 

A mechanic , in seconding 11 vote of t h a n k s t o t h e speakers , 
said Mr. Ou thwa i t c ' s figures were qu i t e correct . He was 
ren t ing a co t t age at Os. a week, anil his landlord had told 
him t h a t 1s. 3d. of his r en t went ill ra tes . 

The speakers before leaving were compelled t o promise 
to r e tu rn a n d address 11 S a t u r d a y a f t e rnoon mee t ing t o 
give an opport uni ty of hear ing the gospel to t he m e n working 
011 n igh t sh i f t or over t ime in the " r u i n e d " engineering 
works a t Chelmsford. 

PORTSMOUTH. 
Mr. .1. S. McGuigan, t he c h a i r m a n of t he P o r t s m o u t h 

Land Values League, at two meet ings of d i f ferent W a r d 
Associations of t he local Liberal P a r t y , of which be is a 
vice-president, delivered s t r iking speeches, call ing 011 the 
Liberals to adopt a more progressive policy a n d t o push 
forward the policy of Land Values Taxa t ion . T h e Liberal 
Pa r ty , be said, wus n o t going fas t enough, and he f r ank ly 
declared t ha t be should not be suppor t ing it if he did not 
t hink it was capable of be t t e r th ings t h a n it hail ach ieved 
lately. T h e following is the b u r d e n of Mr. McGuigan ' s 
speeches del ivered to t h e Havelock W a r d Liberal Associat ion 
011 J a n u a r y 16th a n d to t he St . Mary ' s W a r d Liberal 
Association 011 J a n u a r y 10th, repor ted in the PORTSMOUTH 
E V E N I N G N E W S , o f 1 1 t h a n d 1 7 t h J a n u a r y r e s p e c t i v e l y : — 

" S O M E T H I N G C O U R A G E O U S W A N T E D . " 

Mr. McG uigan poin ted out t ha t at t he n e x t General 
Election P o r t s m o u t h m i g h t have 90,000 electors. T h a t 
would render canvass ing ex t remely difficult , a n d he 
advoca t ed cons tan t educat ional p ropaganda . H e urged 
that if t he Liberal P a r t y wished t o c o m m a n d t h e suppor t 
of t h e working classes it m u s t h a v e regard for t l ieir discon-
ten t , everywhere mani fes ted , upon which the s t r eng th of 
Tariff R e f o r m res ted , s imply because Tariff R e f o r m 
promised be t t e r social condit ions. Some people in t he 
Liberal P a r t y seemed to th ink Free T r a d e was sufficient, 
and o thers tha t it was going too fas t , b u t in liis 
opinion t h e sa lvat ion of tbe p a r t y rested in i ts doing 
someth ing courageous. " T h e Liberal P a r t y will have t o 
do someth ing heroic, ' ' said Mr. McGuigan. " W i t h its 
ample powers over t h e veto of t he House of Lords it c an 
abolish s lums, get h igher wages for the great mass of the 
people, lower prices of commodit ies , and ensure be t te r 
social condi t ions t h a n a t t he present t ime, when nearly 
tb i r ty per cent , of t h e populace exist 011 t be verge of 
pover ty . Prices dur ing tho last fifteen years hod gone 
up more t h a n had money wages. 

A Voice : How abou t fifty years ago ? 
Mr. McGuigiui : If we go on as we have been going we 

shall r e t u r n to t he position of fifty years ago. T h e power 
of product ion hod enormously increased, and y e t t hey found 
that only th i r teen per cent , of adu l t working men received 
f rom 40s. u p w a r d s in wages per week a n d 53 per cent , received 
under 30s. o week, and he thought it was t ime official Liberals , 
bo th locally a n d a t headquar te r s , were dealing wi th th is 
ques t ion of how to raise, wages and reduce prices. For 
t h i r t y years Liberal ism bad d e m a n d e d a f ree b reakfas t 
table , but t he taxes 011 tea and sugar remained 

T h e same voice : Thev have been reduced. 
Mr. McGuigan : T h e y have lx<en reduced, but w hy should 

tliey no t he wiped ou t ? T h e present sys tem of ra t ine 
which t a x e d a working man ' s house up to the hilt a n d left 
out undeveloped land should I v a l tered. T h e Whi te 
C o m p a n y ' s l and at Nor th E n d . w o r t h £12.000. last year 
paiil £3 3s. 9d. in rates . If » m a n bought £72 wor th of it 
and on it erect i f l a bouse he would pay £4 9s. 5d. in ra tes 
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in r e s p e c t t o t h a t v e r y s m a l l slice a lone . T h e r i c h s h o u l d 
be c o m p e l l e d t o p a y f o r p l a y i n g d o g - i n - t h e - m a n g e r w i t h 
t h e r e s o u r c e s of t h e c o u n t r y . " L e t t h e lesson of t h e G e r m a n 
e lec t ions b e t a k e n t o h e a r t . B e t w e e n t h e d a n g e r s of 
Socia l i sm o n t h e o n e h a n d a n d Tar i f f R e f o r m on t h o o t h e r , 
i t w o u l d n o t b e well f o r t h e p a r t y un l e s s it c a r r i e d out i ts 
p r inc ip le s t o t h e i r p r o p e r conc lus ions , a n d t h a t he be l i eved 
t h e p a r t y w a s p e r f e c t l y c a p a b l e of d o i n g if it on ly r ecogn i sed 
i t s r e spons ib i l i t i e s t o i t s r a n k a n d file. Mr . M c G u i g a n 
q u o t e d f i gu re s d r a w i n g a t t e n t i o n t o t h e u n e q u a l d i s t r i b u -
t ions of w e a l t h a s r e v e a l e d by t h e d e a t h d u t i e s , a n d c o m -
p l a i n e d t h a t w h e r e a s m o s t w o r k m e n ' s houses in t h e B o r o u g h 
of P o r t s m o u t h p a i d £5 t o £(> in r a t e s a n n u a l l y t h e r e w e r e 
no r a t e s , fo r i n s t a n c e , p a y a b l e u p o n t h e u n o c c u p i e d p ieces 
of l a n d , e a c h w o r t h £2 ,000 t o £3 ,000 a t t h e e n d of t h e 
F r o g m o r e R o a d in G o l d s m i t h A v e n u e . Vet t h e inc reased 
v a l u e of t h a t l a n d w a s d u e t o t h e p re sence , i n d u s t r y a n d 
e x p e n d i t u r e of t h e p e o p l e of P o r t s m o u t h . H e h a d yet t o 
h e a r s o m e t h i n g d e f i n i t e a b o u t t h e r a t i n g of l and v a l u e s 
f r o m t h e official L i b e r a l s of P o r t s m o u t h a n d t h e L ibe ra l 
m e m b e r s of t h e T o w n Counci l . T h e y h a d b r o u g h t o u t a 
c a n d i d a t e in t h e B t i c k l a n d W a r d w h o m e n t i o n e d n o t h i n g 
a b o u t t h e r a t i n g of l a n d v a l u e s in his a d d r e s s . T h e y bat l 
in t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y t o - d a y m e n w h o s i m p l y he ld t h i n g s 
b a c k , b u t t h e P a r t y w o u l d h a v e t o m a k e u p i t s m i n d w h e t h e r 
it w a s g o i n g t o b a c k t h e m a s s e s o r t h e classes, fo r t h e m a s s e s 
were d e t e r m i n e d t o be n o longer m e r e h e w e r s of w o o d a n d 
d r a w e r s of w a t e r . 

A c o r r e s p o n d e n t i n f o r m s us t h a t a t a m e e t i n g of S t . 
Michae l ' s D e b a t i n g S o c i e t y , on 1 3 t h D e c e m b e r , t h e Secre-
t a r y of t h e P o r t s m o u t h L a n d V a l u e s L e a g u e , Mr . W m . 
K i n g , d e l i v e r e d a n a b l e a d d r e s s on t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values . A l t h o u g h t h e a t m o s p h e r e of t h e s o c i e t y is Con-
s e r v a t i v e , a r e s o l u t i o n in f a v o u r of t h e r a t i n g a n d t a x a t i o n 
of l a n d v a l u e s a n d t h e e x e m p t i o n of i m p r o v e m e n t s w a s 
ca r r i ed b y a m a j o r i t y of f o u r on a v o t e b y ba l lo t . 

S T A F F O R D S H I R E . 
M E E T I N G A T H E D N E S F O R D . 

On J a n u a r y 10th Mr . J o s i a h W e d g w o o d , M . P . , a n d Mr. 
R . L . O u t h w a i t e a d d r e s s e d a l a rge a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c m e e t i n g 
a t H e d n e s f o r d . a col l ie ry t o w n of W e s t S t a f f o r d s h i r e . Mr. 
B a k e r , a l e a d i n g official of t h e S t a f f o r d s h i r e Miner s ' 
A s s o c i a t i o n , p r e s i d e d . T h i s d i s t r i c t p r o v i d e s u f r u i t f u l 
field f o r p r o p a g a n d a . T h e t o w n a n d d i s t r i c t a r e u n d e r 
t r i b u t e t o t h e M a r q u i s of A n g l e s e y , t o w h o m r e n t a n d 
r o y a l t y p l u n d e r goes. A p r o m i n e n t b u s i n e s s m a n of t h e 
t o w n g a v e Mr . O u t h w a i t e s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l s of his 
e x p e r i e n c e a s a c o t t a g e b u i l d e r . H e h a d t a k e n l a n d f r o m 
t h e M a r q u i s a t a g r o u n d r e n t of £10 p e r a c r e on a 99 y e a r s ' 
lease, a n d h a d c o n t r a c t e d t h a t t h e c o t t a g e s h e bu i l t shou ld 
b e k e p t in good r e p a i r d u r i n g t h e t e r m of t h e lease w h e n 
t h e y w o u l d r e v e r t t o t h e Ang le sey E s t a t e . Min ing ope ra -
t i ons u n d e r n e a t h w e r e c a u s i n g t h e m t o t u m b l e d o w n , bu t 
he h a d d i s c o v e r e d t h a t u n d e r t h e t e r m s of t h e lease h e h a d 
n o r ed res s . T h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e S t a t e v a l u e r fo r t h e d i s t r i c t 
m a y b e d i r e c t e d t o t h e fac t t h a t t h i s "' a g r i c u l t u r a l " l and 
h a s a v a l u e of o v e r £250 a n ac r e . 

SCOTTISH NOTES A&D N E W S . 
Mr. N o r m a n M c L e n n a n ' s Po l i t i c a l E c o n o m y Class in 

D u m f r i e s is g e t t i n g o n s p l e n d i d l y . A c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
wr i t e s :— 

Mr. M c L e n n a n h a s t h e use of t h e sp l end id L e c t u r e 
R o o m of t h e D u m f r i e s P u b l i c L i b r a r y , a n d h a s a c lass of 
s o m e 70 s t u d e n t s , i n c l u d i n g m e m b e r s of t h e D u m f r i e s a n d 
M a x w e l t o w n T o w n Counc i l s ; of t h e local School B o a r d s , 
t h e l e ade r s of t h e L a b o u r a n d Socialist P a r t i e s in D u m f r i e s 
t h e l e a d e r s of t h e I r i sh N a t i o n a l i s t s , t h r e e o r f o u r l awye r s 
i n c l u d i n g t h e A g e n t of t h e local M e m b e r of P a r l i a m e n t , 
t w o l a d y i n m a t e s of t h e local l u n a t i c a s y l u m (who , b y t h e 
w a y , a r e a m o n g t h e c u t e s t of t h e s t u d e n t s — t h e y c a n 
a n s w e r t h e t e a c h e r ' s q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e b e s t of a n y ) . 
E v e r y w e e k Mr. M c L e n n a n w r i t e s ou t a s y n o p s i s of t h e 
lesson fo r t h e p ress , a n d th i s is be ing a c c e p t e d b y t w o 
D u m f r i e s p a p e r s — t h e Libera l S T A N D A R D a n d t h e Con-
s e r v a t i v e C O U R I E R . T h e A V N A N D A L E O B S E R V E R a l so 
p r i n t s a r e p o r t . 
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e s e e x a c t i n g d u t i e s , t o w h i c h we 

a t t a c h t h e g r e a t e s t i m p o r t a n c e . Mr. M c L e n n a n c o n t i n u e s 
t o a d d r e s s m a n y m e e t i n g s in d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of t h e c o u n t y . 
T h e s e n t i m e n t in f a v o u r of land r e f o r m a n d t h e T a x a t i o n 

of L a n d V a l u e s is t a k i n g a d e e p ho ld of t h e D u m f r i e s peop le , 
t h a n k s t o t h e d e v o t e d a n d we l l -d i rec ted e f fo r t s of Mr. 
M c L e n n a n , Mr . H a r r y L lewe lyn D a v i e s a n d the i r co -worke r s . 

T h e M o t o r S h o w held in t h e I n d u s t r i a l Hal l of t he r e c e n t 
S c o t t i s h E x h i b i t i o n of N a t i o n a l H i s t o r y . Art a n d I n d u s t r y is 
a br i l l iant e x a m p l e of m o t o r c o n s t r u c t i o n in all i ts b r a n c h e s . 
T h e mos t i n t e r e s t i n g e x h i b i t if o n e c a n j u d g e f r o m t h e v a s t 
n u m b e r w h o visit th i s s ec t i on , is Counc i l lo r Wi l l i am I). 
H a m i l t o n ' s m a g n i f i c e n t m o t o r c a r a v a n . T h i s v a n h a s 
b e e n bui l t t o t h e o r d e r a n d f r o m d e s i g n s s u p p l i e d by 
Counci l lo r H a m i l t o n for l e c t u r i n g on t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values . T h e v a n is c o m p l e t e iu e v e r y d e t a i l b o t h ins ide a n d 
o u t s i d e , a n d h a s cost Counc i l lo r H a m i l t o n well o v e r £700. 
I t a f f o r d s a s t r i k i n g e x a m p l e of his e a r n e s t n e s s of p u r p o s e 
a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o get at t h e peop le w i t h t h e t r u t h on t h e 
r ea l c u r e for p o v e r t y a n d u n e m p l o y m e n t . 

T h e recent se r ies of l e c t u r e s d e l i v e r e d by Mr. A l e x a n d e r 
B. M u c k a y ln-fore t h e S c o t t i s h B a n d of llo|x> 1 'n ion Counci l 
h a v e b o r n e good r e su l t s , a n d t h e r e is q u i t e a mi ld e x c i t e m e n t 
a r o u s e d in t h a t b o d y on t h e L a n d Q u e s t i o n . 

A S T E P O N T O N E W G R O U N D . 
T h e fo l lowing c i r cu l a r h a s been issued by t h e L e a g u e t o 

a b o u t 1.000 y o u n g m e n a n d w o m e n w h o a t t e n d t h e G lasgow 
Schoo l B o a r d C o n t i n u a t i o n Classes , t h e T e c h n i c a l College, 
t h e A t h e n a j u m , t h e S t u d e n t s ' U n i o n , a n d v a r i o u s o t h e r 

1 b o d i e s : 
D e a r Sir or M a d a m , 

S T U D Y O K T H E P R I N C I P I . E S O F P O L I T I C A L 
E C O N O M Y A S T H E Y A R E F O U N D I N H E N R Y G E O R U E ' S 
W O R K E N T I T L E D " P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . " 

T h e E x e c u t i v e of t h i s L e a g u e des i r e t o b r i n g b e f o r e all 
i n t e r e s t e d in Socia l R e f o r m u m o r e w i d e s p r e a d k n o w l e d g e 
of t h e t r u t h s of Po l i t i c a l E c o n o m y a s e m b o d i e d in 
H e n r y G e o r g e ' s w o r k e n t i t l e d P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . 

T h e m o r e s u c h k n o w l e d g e is d i f f u s e d , will t h e r e b e a n 
ins i s t en t call on o u r L e g i s l a t u r e fo r p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n 
of t h e s e t r u t h s . 

F o r t h e s e p u r p o s e s t h i s l e a g u e n o w s u b m i t s t o y o u a 
s c h e m e of p r i ze -g iv ing f o r k n o w l e d g e of P R O G R E S S A N D 
P O V E R T Y a s d i s p l a y e d in a n s w e r i n g a brief set of q u e s t i o n s 
a n d t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of a n essay . 

T h e l e a d i n g p o i n t s in t h e S c h e m e a r e :— 
(1) T o g i v e all s t u d e n t s w h o en ro l a f ree c o p y of 

D e n t ' s sh i l l ing e d i t i o n of P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . 
(2) P r o v i d e d a su f f i c i en t n u m b e r of c o m p e t i t o r s 

r e s p o n d t o t h i s i n v i t a t i o n , t o g i v e m o n e y pr izes t o t h e 
v a l u e of £3 . £2. £1 10s., £1. a n d 10s.. a n d o t h e r p r izes 
c o n s i s t i n g of b o o k s t o t hose w h o will w r i t e a n e s say 
on P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y a n d e n g a g e in a s u b s e q u e n t 
e x a m i n a t i o n on q u e s t i o n s w h i c h will be s u b m i t t e d . 

T h e r e will b e no e n t r a n c e fee o r o t h e r c h a r g e s b u t t h e 
E x e c u t i v e h o p e t h a t all w h o a c c e p t t h e copy of t h e 
b o o k a s a b o v e will jo in t h e s t u d y t o t h e conc lus ion . 
T h e E x e c u t i v e h o p e in th i s w a y t o p r o m o t e a s t u d y 

of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s g rea t w o r k in w h i c h t h e a u t h o r s e t s 
t h e sc ience of Po l i t i ca l E c o n o m y in i ts t r u e r e l a t i o n t o 
p o v e r t y , u n e m p l o y m e n t , a n d t h e l and q u e s t i o n , a n d cor-
d ia l ly i n v i t e y o u t o a t t e n d a m e e t i n g iu t h e Re l ig ious 
I n s t i t u t i o n R o o m s , 200. B u c h a n a n S t r e e t , o n F r i d a y . 
9 t h F e b r u a r y , at S p .m . , a n d h e a r t h e s c h e m e e x p l a i n e d by-
Mr. A L E X A N D E R M A C K E N D R I C K . P r e s i d e n t of t h e L e a g u e . 

If y o u a r e u n a b l e t o a t t e n d t h i s m e e t i n g , b u t a r e 
d e s i r o u s of j o i n i n g in t h i s s t u d y , k i n d l y c o m m u n i c a t e w it h 
Mr. J a m e s B u s b y , S e c r e t a r y of tin- L e a g u e , 07, W e s t 
Nile S t r e e t , G l a sgow. 
T h e ser ies of L e c t u r e s at K u t h e r g l e n L ibe ra l Assoc i a t i on 

b y Mr. Wi l l i am Cassels , a n d at B a r r h e a d L ibe ra l Assoc ia t ion 
on Pol i t i ca l E c o n o m y a n d t h e L a n d Q u e s t i o n b y Mr . 
F r a n c i s C. R. Doug la s , s t j i r t e d o n t h e 8 t h a n d 9 t h 
J a n u a r y , a n d will c o n t i n u e d u r i n g F e b r u a r y . T h e R u t h e r -
glen Assoc i a t i on h a v e t a k e n 30 cop i e s of P R O G R E S S A N D 
P O V E R T Y a n d a set of six p a m p h l e t s , a n d t h e B a r r h e a d 
h a v e 20 of P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y a n d s e v e n p a m p h l e t s . 

T h e Classes held in t h e L e n g u e ' s R o o m s c o n t i n u e t o b e 
well a t t e n d e d a n d severa l n e w s t u d e n t s h a v e jo ined . 

T h e fo l lowing m e e t i n g s h a v e been a r r a n g e d for F e b r u a r y : 
Feb. 1.—Mr. David M( Lardv, lectures on the Taxation of I j tnd 

Values at the Thursday Evening Class. 
,, 9.—Mr. Graham Tassels, (.'anal Boatmen's Union, Port Dundas. 
,, 21.—Mr. Francis C. R. Douglas, ffovan C.I.L. 
.. 2fi.—Mr. Robert Cassels, Tollcross Y.M.C'.A. 
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At t h e E x e c u t i v e Meet ing on S a t u r d a y , 20th J a n u a r y , 
a discussion on the proposal t o hold a b a z a a r took place, 
und it was decided t o call a mee t ing of t he ladies in teres ted 
in t he m o v e m e n t , t he E x e c u t i v e anil f r i ends to discuss w a y s 
a n d m e a n s of ca r ry ing ou t t he proposal . 

T H E L A B O U R P A R T Y A N D T H E L A N D Q U E S T I O N . 
In viow of the fuc t t h a t t he League has been chal lenged 

f rom t ime to t ime on the i r suppo r t of Liberal as aga ins t 
Labour cand ida tes , t he following discussion which took 
place a t tho I . L . P . Conference held a t St ir l ing on S a t u r d a y , 
20th J a n u a r y , is ve ry i l luminat ing . 

Mr. Anderson , Galashiels , m o v e d — " T h a t t he conference , 
believing t h a t t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values could never 
res tore tho land to t h e people nor c u r b the landowner ' s 
power t o exac t t r i b u t e , suggest t ha t tho I . L . P . representa-
t ives on public bodies re fuse t o associate themselves wi th 
such a proposul, und po in t o u t t h a t t he only comple te solu-
t ion of tho land quost ion was lund na t i ona l i s a t i on . " T h e 
m o t i o n was secondod. 

An a m e n d m e n t to delete tho words " re fuse t o associate 
themse lves wi th such proposals " was m o v e d by Councillor 
T u r n e r , Glasgow, whilo Mr. J o h n Erase r , C lydebank , sub-
m i t t e d ano the r a m e n d m e n t to tho effect t h a t while insis t ing 
on land na t iona l i sa t ion tho conference should suggest t h a t 
I .L .P . r ep resen ta t ives on publ ic bodies s u p p o r t e v e r y t h i n g 
t e n d i n g in t ha t d i rect ion. Mr. Erase r held t h a t his proposal 
was t he only sensible ono in view of tho c i rcumstances in 
which t hey wero placed a t t h e p resen t t ime , because he 
t h o u g h t thoy m i g h t as well call for t h e m o o n as for l a n d 
na t iona l i sa t ion j u s t now. 

On a vote be tween t h e Galashiels m o t i o n a n d the Clyde-
b a n k a m e n d m e n t t h e l a t t e r secured 20 votes t o 5 for t h e 
fo rmer . 

A division on the a m e n d m e n t s of C lydebank a n d of 
Councillor T u r n e r resul ted in t he l a t t e r being a p p r o v e d 
by 16 votes aga ins t 13. 

A co r re sponden t wr i tes : — " T h e ques t ion of Minus Site 
Values is causing m o s t in s t ruc t ive t a l k in Sco t land . 
T h e r e could be no more ins t ruc t ive c o n u n d r u m p ropounded 
t h a n , where has the v a l u e gone, a n d if t he present a p p a r e n t 
possessor has less t h a n n o t h i n g lef t in his h a n d s ! If it 
was to be t axed if in his hands , w h y should t h e t a x not 
follow it in whosesoever h a n d s it m a y be found ? " 

HIGHLAND LEAGUE. 
22, H i g h S t ree t , Inverness . 

F I R S T A N N U A L R E P O R T . 
At a mee t ing of t h e E x e c u t i v e of t h e H i g h l a n d s League 

held in Inverness on December 5 th , t h e Sec re t a ry s u b m i t t e d 
t he first annua l r e p o r t of t he work of t he League . D u r i n g 
the y e a r f i f teen meet ings of t he L e a g u e h a v e been held. 
10.000 copies of educa t iona l p a m p h l e t s a n d leaflets h a v e 
been d i s t r ibu ted th roughou t all p a r t s of t h e High lands , 
these including 6,000 H o w to R e d u c e Y o u r R a t e s and 
T a x e s " ; 1 , 0 0 0 L A N D V A L U E S ; 2 , 0 0 0 " T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values " in Gaelic a n d English. 

I n the Ross-shire by-election m u c h good p r o p a g a n d a 
work was carried ou t under t h e d i rec t ion of Sir. Rober t 
Orr . of t he Uni t ed Commi t t ee , a n d Mr. J o s e p h McLcod, t h e 
Liberal organiser , a n d large q u a n t i t i e s of l i t e ra tu re were 
d i s t r ibu ted all over t h e cons t i t uency . T h e land ques t ion 
was "well kept to t he front b y Mr. Me Phe r son , t he successful 
Liberal cand ida te . 

Dr . Dundas W h i t e , M.P., t ou red t h e N o r t h of Scot land , 
and by his spir i ted addressee and c lear a n d lucid advocacy 
of Land Values T a x a t i o n , opened the w a y for a great a d v a n c e 
of tho movemen t in the High lands . ' Ove r 30 mee t ings 
were held in di f ferent d is t r ic ts , and t h e closing mee t ing 
a t Inverness was a huge success. Addresses were also 
del ivered b y Mr. J o h n Pau l . Mr. R o b e r t Or r . and Mr. 
H a r r y do Pass. In Augus t . Mr. de P a s s addressed a series 
of mee t ings in Inverness , in t he N o r t h , and along t h e West 
coas t . All the meet ings were wcllt a t t e n d e d a n d Mr. 
de Pass ' s speeches were of a s t i r r ing a n d convincing n a t u r e . 

T h e Glasgow Conference was a t k t n d e d by four repre-
sen ta t ives of t he League, whose impress ions were t h a t it 
was a great success, und t ha t it c o n s t i t u t e d a jus t i f icat ion 
of t he f u n d a m e n t a l t ru t l i s u d v o c a t e d by H e n r y George, 
nnd t h e policy of t h e League. 

GEO. YOUNG,. H o n . Secre tary . 

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING, 

In add i t ion to those meet ings announced in t he last 
issue of L A N D V A L U E S , meet ings were held du r ing J a n u a r y 
a t Har lesden and Willesden Green (Coun. McCulloch); 
Hednes fo rd . Chelmsford, Burnley , Brad fo rd , a n d Ha l i f ax 
(J . C. Wedgwood, M.P. , C.C.) ; S t . Albans (thrice) (T. W . 
Toovey, C.C.) ; Wes tcombe P a r k A.S.E. (O. F . Dowson) ; 
Wood Green L.Y.L. (J . W. G r a h a m Peace d e b a t e d wi th 
Jo seph H y d e r on " Land Nat iona l i sa t ion v. Single T a x " ) . 
At Hast ings , R . C. S. W a d e has addressed two meet ings, 
and J . J . Bou twood , J . P . , one. 

T h e Quar te r ly Meet ing of t he League , at Essex Hal l , on 
J a n . 24th , was well a t t ended , in sp i te of v e r y inclement 
wea ther . Mr. H . G. Chancellor, M.P . (Pres ident ) , was in 
tho chair . Mr. R . L. O u t h w a i t e delivered a splendid 
address on " Rura l Depopula t ion and Labour U n r e s t , " 
which was followed b y an unusua l ly brisk a n d in teres t ing 
discussion, in which Messrs. J . J . Bou twood , J . P . (Hast ings) , 
Sinolizanski (a Russ ian visitor), A. E . Baker , Thos . C. Crane, 

I )a v is, A. .1. S. Clarke, Francis Paul , and X. Bailey took 
par t . T h e following resolution, m o v e d by Mr. O u t h w a i t e , 
and seconded by Mr. W. R . Lester , M.A., was carr ied with 
two dissent ients : " T h a t this mee t ing welcomes t h e s ta te-
m e n t of t he Chancellor of the E x c h e q u e r t h a t an inqui ry 
m i g h t be held with a d v a n t a g e in to t h e progress of Land 

| Valua t ion wi th a view to simplif icat ion of those difficulties 
due to concessions m a d e to t he Opposi t ion, a n d hopes t h a t 
the inqu i ry will be held a t an ear ly d a t e . " A vo te of 
t h a n k s to Mr. O u t h w a i t e a n d tho Cha i rman was moved 
by Dr . A. C. Parker a n d seconded by Sir Victor Hors ley , 
F .R .S . 

Mr. J . J . Bou twood , J . P . , of Has t ings , is to be congra tu -
la ted on a fine piece of work. T h e H A S T I N G S A N D S T . 
L E O N A R D S O B S E R V E R — n o w t he only local pape r , and 
en joy ing a large c i rcu la t ion—prin ted on J a n u a r y 13th a 
long ar t ic le b y h im in favour of t h e R a t i n g of L a n d Values , 
unde r t h e head ing of " How Has t ings May P rospe r . " T h e 
E d i t o r no t only gave prominence to th is ar t ic le , b u t (1) 
pr in ted also a leading art icle, so f avourab le in i ts tone , t ha t 
he has a l r eady been accused b y local conservat ives of 
" p lay ing in to t he h a n d s of t he Radica l s , " and (2) invi ted 
his readers to " express their opinions on th is i m p o r t a n t 
s u b j e c t . " T h e Ed i to r confesses to h a v e received, for his 
issue of J a n . 20th, more let ters t h a n he could find room for, 
even in a generous al lowance of his space. A m o n g those 
which he does p r in t is a r e m a r k a b l y good s t a t e m e n t b y 
Mr. R. C. S. W a d e . W e hope our member s will be en-
couraged b y this t o t a k e u p t h e quest ion in o ther local 
papers . 

T h e Genera l Secre tary lias twice lectured dur ing the 
present season to t he Men 's Co-operat ive Guild at W'illesden. 
His second visit was announced in t he local co-opera t ive 
m o n t h l y in t he following t e rms :— 

" T h e last visit of Mr. Verinder left a las t ing impression 
on t h e minds of his listeners. His earnest and effective 
m a n n e r , b r igh tened by his h u m o r o u s touches , m a d e clear 
to us t h e t r u e w a y of solving the housing problem. He 
caused us all to iook dee|>or in to t he quest ion, and to 
study for ourselves the cause of dear ren ts and s lums. 
By i l lus t ra t ing t h e L.C.C.'s housing ixilicv, he showed 
us clearly the fu t i l i ty -of buying ou t t he Inndlords, and 
p roved to us t h a t the only' solut ion was by p u t t i n g a 
t a x oil Land Values. Mr. Verinder was del ighted to have 
a n o t h e r o p p o r t u n i t y of address ing the Guild, and he is 
coming agnin on J a n u a r y 17th to open a discussion on 
' Co-operat ion a n d L a n d Values. ' This should prove a 
sub jec t of interest to all co-operators, and will undoub ted ly 
p rompt a good discussion." 

Councillor Toovey, in wr i t ing to express bis regret a t 
not being able to a t t e n d the Quar te r ly Meeting of t he League 
on J a n . 24th , said : " For the third Wednesday I am leading 
a d e b a t e at St. Albans on Land Values T a x a t i o n a n d its 
connect ion with Free Exchange . The d e b a t e was t<> 
have been for one n igh t , bu t so m u c h interest was displayed 
tha t the Commit tee have a d j o u r n e d twice ." 



February, 1912. L a n d Values . 2 3 3 

T h e C h a n c e l l o r of t h e E x c h e q u e r haw f o r w a r d e d t o t h e 
L e a g u e Off ice a l e t t e r w h i c h r e a c h e d h i in , w i t h a n enc losu re 
of £2. f r o m a c o r r e s p o n d e n t in S o u t h A f r i c a , w h o a s k e d 
Mr. L l o y d G e o r g e t o '" f o r w a r d w h a t y o u cons ide r t h e most 
use fu l a n d i n s t r u c t i v e w o r k s on t b e Single T a x . or T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d V a l u e s , its I a m b r i n g i n g t h i s m a t t e r f o r w a r d in t h e 
T o w n C o u n c i l . " 

T h e S e c r e t a r y r e p o r t s w i t h d e e p regre t t h e d e a t h of t h e 
K e v . S a m u e l T h a c k e r a y . M.A. . L L . D . , a m e m b e r of t h e 
L e a g u e fo r m a n y yea r s . Dr. T h a c k e r a y h a d a r e m a r k a b l e 
ca ree r . H e w a s a C a m b r i d g e w r a n g l e r . As priest in t h e 
C h u r c h of E n g l a n d , he s e r v e d as c u r a t e in s eve ra l p laces , 
a s h o s p i t a l c h a p l a i n , w o r k h o u s e c h a p l a i n , a n d h e a d m a s t e r 
of D a r t f o r d G r a m m a r School . In o u r o w n m o v e m e n t , he 
will be r e m e m b e r e d b y his book ca l led T H E L A N D A N D T H E 
C O M M U N I T Y , w r i t t e n a s h i s t h e s i s for t h e L L . I ) . deg ree . 
I t r a n t h r o u g h seve ra l e d i t i o n s , a n d is n o w n e a r l y ou t of 
p r i n t . H e n r y G e o r g e w r o t e a p r e f a c e t o i t ; p a r t i c u l a r s a b o u t 
t h e f ew c o p i e s s t i l l o n h a n d m a y b e f o u n d in o u r a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t c o l u m n s . 

F E B R U A R Y M E E T I X t IS. 
Sat. 3.—Grays Co-operative Society : Fredk. Vcrindcr. " Land 

Capital, and l a b o u r . " 
Sun. 4. -Young Men's Society, Unitarian ( ' h a p I. Stamford 

Street , S.E. : John Oshom. 
Tues. (1.— Council Schools, Silverhill, Heatings: .1. ,1. Boutwooo, 

J . P . , " Unemployment." 
North Manchester llranch Land Values l>caguc : 

Fredk. Verinder. 
Wed. 7.—Manchester (for Manchester League) : Fredk. Verinder. 
Thur. 8.—Haggerston League of Young Liberals: J . W. Graham 

Peace. " The Magic of Ownership." 
Thur. 8.-—Bohemia Liberal ( l i b , Hast ings: J . ,1. Boutwooii, 

J .P . , " T h e Land Question." 
Sun. 11.— Bournemouth l .L.P. : Fredk. Verinder, " Land Taxation 

and Land Nationalisation." 
Mon. 12.—Executive, 8 p.m. 
Tues. 13.—Chingford Women's Liberal Association : Fredk. Verinder 

" T h e Housing Problem." 3 p.m. 
Thur. 15.—Priory Schools. Acton (l.L.P.) : Councillor J . McCulloch. 

" Land and Labour," 8.30 p.m. 
Mon. 19.—Hurst Green Debating Society, Oxted, Surrey : Mrs. 

Pease, " History of Taxation. ' ' 
Wandsworth and Putney Women's Liberal Association : 

Fredk. Verinder, 3.30 p.m. 
Mon. 2l>.—Executive. 8 p.m. 

Men's Own Brotherhood DebatingSocietv, " New Court," 
Tollington Park, N. : J . W. Graham Peace, " The 
Land Question," 8 p.m. 

Tues. 27.—North Islington Liberal and Radical Association, 734, 
Hollowav Road, N. : Fredk. Verinder. " Taxation of 
Land Values," 8 p.m. 

Thur. 29. — Hove Literary and Debating Society : Harry i'e Pas.-, 
" That the Adoption of the Single Tax would render 
Socialism unecessary." (Debate.) 

Chesterfield : Josiah ('. Wedgwood, M.P., ('.('. 

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 

C A N A D A . 

T A X A T I O N OF L A N D V A L U E S IN A L L M U N I -
C I P A L I T I E S IN A L B E R T A . 

A Bill h a s been i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e A l b e r t a l e g i s l a t u r e 
b y P r e m i e r S i f t o n , s t i p u l a t i n g t h a t w i t h i n seven y e a r s 
t b e S ing le T a x p r i n c i p l e sha l l lie o b s e r v e d b y all e s t a b l i s h e d 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , a n d t h a t i t sha l l b e o b s e r v e d f r o m t h e 
ou t s e t b y m u n i c i p a l i t i e s h e r e a f t e r e s t a b l i s h e d in A l b e r t a . 
T h e WINNIPEG FREE PRESS of D e c e m b e r 21s t , c o m m e n t i n g 
on t h e Bi l l , s a y s , " I t is o n e of t h e m o s t p r o g r e s s i v e p ieces 
of l eg i s la t ion e v e r b r o u g h t f o r w a r d b y a L ibe ra l G o v e r n -
m e n t . " T h e Bil l , in i t s e n t i r e t y , will p r o v i d e a m o d e l 
c o n s t i t u t i o n f o r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s n o w in e x i s t e n c e a n d t h a t 
will b e c r e a t e d in t b e f u t u r e in t h i s p r o v i n c e . I t c o n t a i n s 
377 s e c t i o n s a n d it is t h e a i m of t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o i n c l u d e 
in t h e s e e v e r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t e n t e r s i n t o t h e a d m i n i s -
t r a t i o n of a m u n i c i p a l i t y . 

U N I T E D STATES. 

AN A P P R E C I A T I O N OF D A N I E L K I E F E R . 

B v GKOltliK CltKEl-

( l n t h e R O C K Y M O U N T A I N N E W S . ) 

T h e mos t a m a z i n g , a n d c e r t a i i d y t h e mos t h o p e f u l , 
t i l i ng in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h i s who le " r e f o r m b u s i n e s s " 
is t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e m e n t h a t a r e go ing i n t o i t . O n e can 
eas i ly u n d e r s t a n d w h y t h e o u t - o f - w o r k a n d u n d e r p a i d , 
t h o p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n a n d d i s - e m p l o y c d . s h o u l d w a n t t o 
c h a n g e c o n d i t i o n s , but w h e n t h e fa t a n d s h i n y m a n of 
m o n e y q u i t s " r a k i n g it in " a n d t a k e s u p t b e w o r k of 
p r o t e s t , t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g else e n t i r e l y . 

T e n y e a r s a g o D a n i e l K i e f e r w a s e n g a g e d iu t h e m a n u -
f a c t u r e a n d j o b b i n g of c l o t h i n g a n d woo l l ens in C i n c i n n a t i . 
H e h a d e n t e r e d t b e b u s i n e s s a s a b o y , a n d b y 1880 bad 
w o r k e d u p t o a m e m b e r s h i p in t h e f i rm . T h e da i ly r a t t l e 
of coin in t b e till w a s a s l oud a n d pe r s i s t en t a s t h e j ing le 
of a s t r ee t p i a n o , a n d Mr . D a n i e l K i e f e r w a s a l e r t l y on g u a r d 
aga in s t a n y t h i n g t h a t m i g h t i n t e r r u p t t h e m u s i c o r e v e n 
i n t r o d u c e a d i s co rd . T b e s t a u n c h e s ! sor t of R e p u b l i c a n , 
h e l oved e v e r y w o r d in t b e M c K i n l o y Bil l , a n d e v e n g a v e 
t h e c o m m a s bis p a s s i o n a t e a d o r a t i o n . M a r k H e n n a w a s 
his p r o p h e t a n d in 1890. w h e n B r y a n ln ing o v e r t h e bus ines s 
of t h e c o u n t r y l ike s o m e h u g e , m e n a c i n g s t o r m c l o u d , bo 
a l m o s t lost bis m i n d f r o m a p p r e h e n s i o n . " A b i r d in 
b a n d is t h e n o b l e s t w o r k of G o d ' w a s b i s m o t t o , a n d t h e r e 
w a s n ' t a d o u b t in his m i n d t h a t e v e r y m a n h a d t h e r ight 
t o t a k e e v e r y t h i n g ho cou ld w i t h o u t t r a n s g r e s s i n g t h e l imi t s 
of s t a t u t o r y h o n e s t y . 

T o - d a y Dan ie l K i e f e r is c l i a i r m n n of t h e F e l s F u n d 
c o m m i s s i o n , chief d i s b u r s e r of t h e mi l l i ona i r e s o a p m a k e r ' s 
m o n e y in t h i s c o u n t r y , C a n a d a , C h i n a , &<•., a n d t h o bes t , 
h a r d - h i t t i n g , t w o - h a n d e d fighter in t h e Single T a x m o v e -
m e n t in A m e r i c a . W i t h t o n g u e a n d p e n . b u t , m o r e 
e spec i a l ly , w i t h his gen ius fo r o r g a n i z a t i o n n n d t h e a c u m e n 
ga ined in his long a n d succes s fu l b u s i n e s s ca ree r , he is 
d e v o t i n g e v e r y m i n u t e a n d e v e r y o u n c e of e n e r g y t o 
c h a n g i n g t h e c o n d i t i o n s t h a t so p a i n f u l l y c o n t r a s t e n o r m o u s 
w e a l t h a n d a p p a l l i n g p o v e r t y . 

T o m J o h n s o n d id it ! W h i l e h e w a s still b r e a t h i n g 
h e a v i l y f r o m h is e x e r t i o n s on beha l f of M c K i n l e y , Mr. 
K i e f e r h e a r d M a y o r J o h n s o n s p e a k . Of cou r se , a s a 
succes s fu l b u s i n e s s m a n , ho s h o u l d h a v e n e v e r a t t e n d e d 
t h e s p e a k i n g . Or . a f t e r a t t e n d i n g , ho s h o u l d h a v e c losed 
his rn ind u p t i g h t , a n d d i smis sed e v e r y t h i n g as t o m m y r o t 
a n d d e m a g o g e r v . B u t Mr. K e i f e r , b y s o m e s t r n n g e over -
s i g h t , fa i led t o ava i l h imself of t h e b u s i n e s s m a n ' s u sua l 
s a f e g u a r d s , a n d f u r t h e r m o r e , c o n t i n u e d in his a m a z i n g 
w e a k n e s s b y b u y i n g s o m e of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s b o o k s . T h a t 
w a s t h e e n d of t h e wool len b u s i n e s s f o r D a n i e l K i e f e r . H e 
w e n t i n t o S ing le T a x w i t h t h e s a m e e n e r g y t h a t m a d e h im 
a success in c o m m e r c e , a n d , s t r n n g e a s it m a y s e e m , ca r r i ed 
c a p a b i l i t y a l o n g w i t h h i m . 

I t is n o t t o o m u c h t o s a y t h a t f r o m 1901 t o 1910 e v e r y 
m o v e of t h e Oh io R e p u b l i c a n o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s d e s i g n e d 
t o c r u s h T o m J o h n s o n . I n o r d e r t o h e l p t b e C l e v e l a n d 
m a y o r b y g i v i n g h i m s o m e C i n c i n n a t i s u p p o r t , Mr. K i e f e r 
w e n t i n t o pol i t ics , a n d D e m p s e y ' s e l e c t i o n — t b e first ove r -
w h e l m i n g d e f e a t in Boss C o x ' s c a r e e r — w a s la rge ly d u e t o 
t b e e x - m a n u f a c t u r e r . B u t D e r n p s e y — w e l l , t h e f a i l u r e 
of t h a t i l l - fa ted a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s e n t Mr. K ie fe r b a c k t o 
S ing le T a x , a n d s ince t h e n h e h a s no t w a s t e d t i m e on 
" po l i t i ca l p a l l i a t i v e s . " 

H e r b e r t B ige low, t h a t c l ea r , bo ld m i n d , h a d m a d e t b e 
Vine S t r e e t C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h a c e n t r e for S ing le T a x 
a n d o t h e r R a d i c a l p r o p a g a n d a , b u t , a s a l w a y s , t h e r e w e r e 
t h e u sua l " m o n e y t r o u b l e s . " Dan ie l Kie fe r , t h e J e w , 
p u t t h e C h u r c h on a solid financial f o o t i n g , o r g a n i z e d t h e 
Bige low P r e s s B u r e a u , a n d gene ra l l y m a d e f o r e f f ic iency 
a n d e f f ec t i venes s . 

H e d id t h e s a m e t h i n g w i t h t h e P f B L i c , t h e bes t w e e k l y 
of i ts k i n d in t h e c o u n t r y . Lou i s F . P o s t , l ike H e r b e r t 
B ige low. h n d " m o n e y t r o u b l e s , " a n d t h e r e w a s a t i m e 
w h e n it s e e m e d t h a t t h e g r e a t p r o p a g a n d i s t wou ld h a v e 
t o give u p his w o r k . D a n i e l K ie fe r , t h e wool lens m a n , t o o k 
c h a r g e — o r i g i n a t e d T h e P u b l i c S u s t e n s i o n F u n d — a n d in 
a l i t t le w h i l e t h e p a p e r w a s p l o u g h i n g a h e a d like a r o t a r y 
s t e a m s h o v e l . 

W h e n J o s e p h Fe ls . w h o g ives £200 a d a y t o c o n v e r t t h e 
wor ld t o t h e S ing le T a x d o c t r i n e , o f fe red £5 ,000 a y e a r fo r 
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five yea r s for work in t he Un i t ed S ta tes , on condi t ion t h a t 
the Single T a x e r s of the c o u n t r y would con t r i bu t e an equal 
a m o u n t , Mr. Kiefer was t h e unan imous elioicc for t he 
c h a i r m a n s h i p of the commission. 

In a p p e a r a n c e , by the way, he is m u c h like Fels. The re 
is also t h e same terrific energy, t h e same f reedom f rom 
physical a n d m e n t a l fa t igue . T h e a m o u n t of work t h a t 
t h e m a n accomplishes is amaz ing , for in add i t ion to t h e 
m a s s of financial d e t a i l — t h e di rect ion of m e n and campa igns 
in t h e var ious S ta t e s—i t is bis d u t y to expla in tbe objec t 
of t h e Fels m o v e m e n t a n d " repel b o a r d e r s . " 

N o h u m o u r t o h i m a t all ! But li is pass ionate s incer i ty 
is ba lanced b y the hardes t sort of c o m m o n sense. And 
so , wi th bis t r e m e n d o u s capab i l i ty , execut ive genius and 
business shrewdness , Daniel Kiefer s t ands as a comple te 
r e fu t a t ion of t he anc i en t a s s u m p t i o n tha t an idealist is 
necessari ly a fool t h a t a " r e fo rmer " is no th ing more t h a n 
« fai lure t ry ing to " ge t e v e n . " 

DANIEL K I E F E R AND CHARITY. 

T h e following le t te r (publ ished in T H E J O H N S T O W N 
D E M O C R A T ) gives an in teres t ing sidel ight on Daniel 
Kiefer :— 

In answer to a le t te r f rom Dr . Pau l G. Woolley, p res iden t 
of t h e Hospi ta l Social Service Associat ion, whose Cincinnat i 
h e a d q u a r t e r s a re at. t h e Cincinnat i Hosp i t a l , Daniel Keifer , 
c h a i r m a n of t he J o s e p h Fels F u n d Commiss ion of Amer ica , 
sent t h e following le t te r in reply to t he appea l to t h i s 
la tes t add i t ion to t h e a l r eady large n u m b e r of Cincinnat i 
char i t ies :— 

Dec. 6, 1911. 
Dr . Pau l G. Woolley, P res iden t t he Hospi ta l Society 

Service Associat ion, Cinc innat i Hosp i t a l . 
D e a r S i r—In you r s to me of Nov . 29 you ask : 

Do you realise t h a t in t h e large f ree wards of t h e 
hospi tal the re a re a lways m e m b e r s of famil ies , somet imes 
t h e b readwinners themselves , w h o do n o t know when 
obliged to leave home, where tho n e x t meal , or t h e 
m o n t h ' s r en t , is to come f r o m V 
Yes, 1 cer ta in ly do know. 1 h a v e long k n o w n a b o u t 

t h e exis tence of widespread p o v e r t y a n d dis t ress in th is 
c o u n t r y . I know q u i t e well t h a t wage-earners as a class 
ge t so l i t t le t h a t when mi s fo r t une o v e r t a k e s t h e m , such as 
compels t h e m to go to you r ins t i tu t ion , t h e y have been 
unab le to lay a n y t h i n g b y t o ensure ob t a in ing a n o t h e r 
meal or payment- of t h e next m o n t h ' s r en t . 

I know ihese fac t s and a m do ing what I can to r e m e d y 
t h e m . 1 a m t r y i n g t o in teres t o the r s also a n d endeavour ing 
t o secure the i r co-opera t ion . I find t ha t those who a re 
m o s t ac t ive in m a i n t a i n i n g char i t ab le ins t i tu t ions a re 
usual ly t he least desi rous of chang ing condi t ions so t ha t 
c h a r i t y will be unneeeessary . 

If laws were not. on the s t a t u t e books giving to a f avoured 
few t b e power legally to a p p r o p r i a t e wi thou t a d e q u a t e 
r e t u r n t h e earn ings of wage-earners , t h e y would no t be 
compelled to depend on cha r i t ab le ass is tonce when sickness 
comes. If oppor tun i t i e s for p roduc t ion of weal th were 
no t monopol ized, if we did not. m a i n t a i n a sys t em of t a x a -
t ion t h a t penalizes i n d u s t r y a n d offers a p remium t o 
obs t ruc to r s of i t . if we did not allow a tariff for t he robbe ry 
of labour to exist , if we did less ly ing a b o u t this tariff b y 
speak ing of it as " pro tec t ion to l abou r , " if we did not 
al low p r i v a t e co rpora t ions t o monopol ize pub l ic h ighways 
and charge e x t o r t i o n a t e prices for t he use of t h e m , a n d if 
we paid t he cost of all g o v e r n m e n t a l services by t a k i n g 
for public uso the land values c rea ted b y all the people, 
ins tead of s tup id ly tnx ing i n d u s t r y and i ts p roduc t s , we 
would h a v e cond i t ions so t h a t t he r e would be oppor tun i t i e s 
open for emp loymen t to all who desire it and no oppor -
tun i t i e s for t r u s t s a n d monopol ies to rob labour of a n y p a r t 
of i t s earnings. 

1 am working, t h r o u g h t b e J o s e p h Fels F u n d Commission, 
to br ing about such a change. One of t b e obstacles we 
m u s t overcome is t he b i t t e r opposi t ion of men who are 
large con t r ibu to r s t o cha r i ty , of men who are willing to 
do a n y t h i n g for the poor except t o get off the i r backs. 

I t seems to m e t h a t you should confine your appeals for 
aid for such ins t i tu t ions as yours to t be m e n who uphold 
t h e ins t i tu t ion of land monopo ly and are consequent ly 

responsible, to the ex t en t of the i r power, for t h e pover ty 
and misery caused by the founda t ion of o ther monopolies. 
You should go to t he upholders of p ro tec t ive tar i f fs , who 
are the ones personally responsible for t he losses of t he 
v ic t ims of th is fo rm of legalised robbery . Y o u should 
solicit f rom those who oppose subs t i t u t i ng t h e single tax 
oil land values for t b e t axa t ion of labour and i ts p roducts . 

These, whe the r in ten t iona l ly or no t , are d iscouraging the 
p u t t i n g of capi ta l to p roduc t ive use and are keeping men 
able and willing to work in enforced idleness. Y o u should 
go to t he upholders of p r iva te h ighway monopol ies . These 
a re engaged, wi th t h e o thers men t ioned , in impover i sh ing 
labour. You should go to t he o p p o n e n t s of t h e ini t ia t ive 
and r e f e r e n d u m , who oppose g iv ing power to t h e people 
to r emedy those evils. All of those, who a re c rea t ing the 
misery , an inf ini tes imal p a r t of which you r i n s t i t u t i on is 
designed to relieve, a r e mora l ly b o u n d to s u p p o r t you and 
o the r s like you . Y'ou a r e unde r no obl igat ion to t h a n k 
thoni for w h a t they give, since the i r g i f t s a re only payment 
of i n a d e q u a t e s u m s for d a m a g e done . You can no t im-
press too s t rong ly u p o n t h e m t h a t as long as t h e y h a v e a 
cent left, a n d a single case of law-created dis t ress remains 
unre l ieved, t h e y h a v e fai led in the i r mora l obl igat ions . 

B u t those of us who a re work ing t o r emove t h e cause of 
p o v e r t y nnd mise ry would Vie recrean t to our d u t y if wc 
d ive r ted a p e n n y t h a t is bad ly needed in t h e work in which 
wo are engaged to t h e p a y m e n t of t h e personal obl igat ions 
of those who are opposing and h a m p e r i n g it. 

Very t ru ly yours , 
D A N I E L K I E F E R . 

MR. JOSEPH FELS ACTIVE IN THE UNITED 

STATES. 

As usual , Mr. Fels is m a k i n g t h e mos t of his s t a y in t he 
Uni ted S ta tes . Newspaper cu t t ings we have received 
indicate t h a t his unceas ing effor ts are being exer ted to 
some purpose a n d he is mak ing a las t ing impression in 
favour of Land Values Taxa t ion on the m a n y audiences 
he is address ing in all p a r t s of t he Uni ted S ta tes , b y his 
t r enchan t and convincing s t a t emen t of the case. H e took 
a leading par t in t be a n n u a l Single T a x Convent ion , held 
in Chicago, u n d e r t h e auspices of t be Fels F u n d Commiss ion, 
on N o v e m b e r 24th , 25th and 26th. W e cannot do be t te r 
t h a n quo te f rom one of his letters. Wr i t i ng f rom Phi ladelphia 
on J a n u a r y 8th . he says : 

I spent tliree d a y s in Bos ton last week, had three 
good meet ings. I addressed tbe Chamber of Commerce, 
w i t h t he largest ga ther ing ever held of the Chamber : 
then a Single T a x meet ing of 200 people, which included 
m a n y members of the Municipal League. La te r I had 
a th ree hours ' siege wi th 15 or 20 H a r v a r d College pro-
fessors and their fr iends. Last n igh t I had a big meet ing 
here. 

At every meet ing I get subscr ibers for T H E P U B L I C 
b y calling a t t e n t i o n of t he people, and invi t ing s ignature 
to a subscr ip t ion slip. I have got as m a n y as 20 sub-
scr ipt ions at a single meet ing. This m a y be a suggestion 
f o r L A N D V A L U E S . 

One sure sign t h a t Mr. Fels is " m a k i n g his m a r k " is 
tha t wherever he goes the " newspaper men " are a f t e r 
h im. and much space is devoted to repor t ing his s p e e c h e s 
a n d s t a t i ng w h a t be s t ands for. We quo te f rom the 
P I T T S B U R G D I S P A T C H (December 5th). Af t e r repor t ing a 
mee t ing which Mr. Fels addressed, th is journal r emarks : 

The re is a rollicking m a n n e r about the soap m a n u f a c t u r e r 
which is seduct ive. H e oppears so serene and well a t t uned 
w i t h the world t ha t his Single T a x hobhy is rea lh 
innocuous . " 

T h e following ex t rac t f rom tbe report of a speech delivered 
by Mr. Fels to the Ut ica (N.Y*. S ta te ) C h a m b e r of Commerce 
on 20th November is typical of his mode of address : 

L A N D V A L U E S T A X A T I O N A B U S I N E S S 
P R O P O S I T I O N . 

Af te r a brief in t roduc t ion . Mr. Fels .-slid he had been told 
t ha t Ut ica was somewhat between the devil and the deep 
sea in t h a t , if an enterpr is ing citizen should build a librar> 
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or m a k e a n y p u b l i c i m p r o v e m e n t , he w o u l d l ind himself 
" u p a g a i n s t i t , " t o use a c o m m o n t e r m . " F o r t h i s e n t e r -
pr ise . p r o g r e s s i v e n e s s , a n d g o - a h e a d e d n e s s , " ho s a i d , " h e 
w o u l d b e t a x e d . Men w h o d o a n y t h i n g of t h i s sor t an-
forced t o p a y a p e n a l t y f o r i t . T o w h a t e x t e n t is t h i s r ight ? 
T h i s is a q u e s t i o n fo r u s t o cons ide r . If y o u s h o u l d lay 
o u t a s t r e e t t h r o u g h a s l u m d i s t r i c t — a n d I k n o w you 
m u s t h a v e a s l u m d i s t r i c t , a s all c i t i e s d o — o r m a k e a n y 
o t h e r i m p r o v e m e n t , t h e t a x co l lec to r w o u l d c o m e a l o n g 
a n d l ine y o u f o r i t . T h i n g s aro s i m p l y t o p s y - t u r v y . Y o u 
in t h i s c o u n t r y t a x w h a t y o u s h o u l d n o t t a x a n d fail 
t o t a x t h a t w h i c h y o u s h o u l d t a x . 

" W e c a n g e t r id of a n y t h i n g wo d o not w a n t b y t a x i n g 
it . T h e r e is a t a x on w i n d o w s in B e l g i u m a n d , a s a con-
s e q u e n c e , t h e p o o r e r p e o p l e h a v e b u t o n e or t w o o r t h r e e 
w i n d o w s in t h e i r houses . W e a r e t a x i n g l a b o u r t o - d a y in 
all f o r m s a n d s h a p e s . I n Missour i t h e y h a v e a t a x 011 
bus ines s of all k i n d s . A n d in m a n y o t h e r S t a t e s t h e y h a v e 
t a x e s t h a t h i t t h e l a b o u r i n g m a n . W h e n y o u t a x a bus iness , 
t h e b u s i n e s s m a n i m m e d i a t e l y s a y s ho will n o t open a n y 
m o r e s h o p s , a n d in t h i s w a y y o u s t r i k e a t l a b o u r . 

" T h e r e a r e o n l y t w o t h i n g s in t h e wor ld in t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , 
a n d t h o y a r e l a n d a n d l a b o u r . L a b o u r is i n d i v i d u a l ; l and 
is p u b l i c . L a n d w o u l d n o t be w o r t h a p e n n y a n ac re if 
on ly o n e m a n l ived on i t . T h e p re sence of p o p u l a t i o n is 
all t h a t g ives l a n d i t s v a l u e . So a l l t h e p o p u l a t i o n s h o u l d 
s h a r e in t h e v a l u e of t h e l a n d . All t h e v a l u e of all t h e l a n d 
a b o u t U t i c a h a s b e e n p r o d u c e d b y all t h e peop le . All t h e 
goods m a d e b y l a b o u r b e l o n g t o l a b o u r a n d s h o u l d n o t b e 
t a x e d . W e w a n t t o u n t a x U t i c a a n d n o t t a x i t . W o 
w a n t t o b r i n g al l t h e f a c t o r i e s t h a t we c a n h e r e a n d w i t h 
t h e m will c o m e t h e l a b o u r e r s t o w o r k in t h e m . I n t h i s 
w a y w e inc rea se t h e v a l u e of t h e l a n d . 

" T h e m a n w h o o w n s a v a c a n t lo t is s i m p l y a d o g in t h e 
m a n g e r . H e is n o t u s i n g i t h i m s e l f , a n d h e is s t a n d i n g in 
t h e w a y of a n y o n e else u s i n g i t un less he p a y s h i m his p r ice . 
So I w o u l d a l so s l a p t h e t a x all on t h e l a n d w h e r e i t be longs . 
I w o u l d n e v e r t a x t h e d o g s , a l t h o u g h I d o n o t l ike t h e m . " 

Mr . F e l s s p o k e of H e n r y George , a m a n w h o w a s a h e a d 
of h i s t i m e , a n d w h o is j u s t b e g i n n i n g t o be a p p r e c i a t e d 
as h e s h o u l d h a v e b e e n d u r i n g h i s life. 

" A n d s o , " h e c o n t i n u e d , " I h a v e b e c o m e i m b u e d w i t h 
t h e i d e a of e q u a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s for all . W e a d v o c a t e s of t h e 
Single T a x be l i eve t h a t t h e e a r t h w a s c r e a t e d fo r al l t h e 
peop le a n d n o t f o r t h e f e w . a n d t h a t t h e p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s 
a r e b a d b e c a u s e t h e y g i v e it t o t h e f ew a t t h e e x p e n s e of 
t h e m a n y . T h e c o n d i t i o n s we h a v e n o w a r e c a u s e d b y t h e 
m a l a d j u s t m e n t of l a b o u r t o t h e l a n d . W e w a n t t o f r e e 
U t i c a . t o p u t h e r in a p o s i t i o n in w h i c h s h e c a n b e i m p r o v e d 
w i t h o u t t i ie i n t e r f e r e n c e of t h e t a x co l lec to r , o r ru t l i e r t h e 
t a x s y s t e m , f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l is n o t t o b l a m e . W e w a n t 
n o p e r s o n a l t a x of a n y k i n d , n o t a x on m a c h i n e r y , n o t a x 
on b u i l d i n g s , n o r t a x 011 a n y i m p r o v e m e n t . W e d o n o t 
w a n t a n y v a c a n t lo t s ' h o g g e d ' b y so-cal led l a n d l o r d s . 
I h a v e n o c r i t i c i s m of t h e l a n d l o r d ' s d o i n g a s h e d o e s u n d e r 
p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s , b u t w e w a n t t o c h a n g e t h e c o n d i t i o n s . 

" L a n d is a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y t o life. W c all l ive o n 
i t , w h e t h e r t h e h o u s e is o n e of a s t o r y a n d a half o r 
t w e n t y s to r i e s . A n d so t h e S ing le T a x m a n d e m a n d s t h a t 
t h e r e b e a t a x on l a n d a n d on n o t h i n g e l s e . " 

Mr . F e l s c i t ed t h e e x a m p l e s of s e v e r a l c i t ies in t h e C a n a -
d i a n N o r t h - W e s t in w h i c h t h e S ing le T a x p l an l ias b e e n 
s u c c e s s f u l l y t r i e d , a c c o r d i n g t o h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e 
m a t t e r . 

" In U t i c a , " h e c o n t i n u e d , " y o u h a v e m a n y v a c a n t lota 
w h i c h a r e b e i n g he ld fo r a n u n e a r n e d i n c r e m e n t . If y o u 
p lace a l l t h e t a x e s 011 t h e l a n d it will h e l p y o u . Y o u 
w o u l d t h e n bu i ld s o m e t h i n g on t h e s e lots . A n d in d o i n g 
t h a t y o u w o u l d g ive e m p l o y m e n t t o t h e m a s o n a n d t h e 
c a r p e n t e r a n d t h e p a p e r l u m g e r . a n d a who le l ine of l a b o u r i n g 
m e n . I n t h i s w a y t h e m o n e y w o u l d go i n t o c i r c u l a t i o n . 
An d w h e n a m a n h a s w o r k h e is less l iable t o b e c o m e a 
d r u n k a r d a n d c r i m i n a l , f o r he is c o n t e n t e d a n d h a p p y . 
W h e n a m a n w a n t s t o p u t u p a f a c t o r y t o a t t r a c t m e n h e r e 
a n d e m p l o y t h e m ancl h e l p t h e c i t y , d o n o t s e t t h e t a x 
g a t h e r e r t o w a t c h h i m . T h e w a y t o b r i n g p e a c e is n o t 
b y s u c h g i f t s a s Mr . C a r n e g i e h a s j u s t m a d e , b u t b y k e e p i n g 
e v e r y b o d y b u s y . " 

" I w a n t , " h e s a i d . " t o see U t i c a w a k e u p a n d rea l i se 
t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r w i p i n g o u t t h e t a x on i n d u s t r i e s , Ac. , 
a n d p u t t i n g i t a l l on t h e l a n d . If v o u d o n o t y o u a r e b o u n d 
t o h a v e c o n g e s t e d p o p u l a t i o n a n d s l u m s . " 
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N O T E S O F T H E M O N T H . 

Parl iamentary Debates . 

Par l iament was opened by the K i n g on February 14th. 
I n a special supplement, to this issue we publ ish ex trac t s 
from the debates in the H o u s e of Commons on the Address 
in reply t o the King's speech. On the 15th the Labour 
Party , fo l lowing their consistent practice, raised n dis-
cussion o n t h e principle of the m i n i m u m wage, aud obl iged 
the House t o devo te itself , for a t least one n ight out of a 
session, t o the quest ion of a proper and fair wage to each 
worker. T h a t ques t ion is after all of far greater interest 
and importance t o the majori ty of the people than mos t 
of the subjec ts Par l iament spends i t s t ime on. We say 
noth ing here of the " m i n i m u m wage " proposal e x c e p t to 
c o n d e m n it a s an ut ter ly futile means of a t ta in ing the 
object in v iew. But th is does n o t diminish our appre-
ciat ion of the scrvice performed b y the Labour Party in 
urging the need for far-reaching social reform. It is a 
grat i fy ing s ign of progress to find the House of Commons 
profoundly interested on all sides in such ques t ions and 
eagerlv discuss ing the numerous economic problems related 
t o the condi t ion of labour. There was a t ime, not long 
ago. w h e n Parl iament looked askance at a n y such d e b a t e , 
and indeed when such a debate could not have taken place. 

Land Values and Taxat ion . 

On the 16th the Conservat ive P a r t y insisted on the 
immediate need for some readjustment of local and Imperial 
taxat ion by wav of increased grants from the Treasury. 
But instead of criticising or a t tack ing the Government , 
thev made what was essent ia l ly a demonstrat ion in force 
against the Taxat ion of Land Values and the Uni ted Com-
mittee . A great deal of chagrin was expressed at the fact 
tha t the Departmenta l Commit tee on Imperial and Local 
Taxat ion could not present even an interim report, and a 
half promise was obtained from Mr. Llovd George that he 
would consider the publication of the evidence that had been 

taken to date . Mr. Lloyd George in his reply def inite ly 
threw the local income t a x idea overboard, confessing tha t 
he had at one t ime been favourably inclined towards the 
proposal. It was a most sat is factory debate on our policy, 
and is another eloquent tr ibute to the unceasing ag i tat ion 
inside and outs ide Parl iament in favour of the T a x a t i o n 
of Land Values. Mr. Josiah 0 . W e d g w o o d took splendid 
a d v a n t a g e of the occasion, and most if not all the credit 
is due to h im for a debate that has been remarkable foi 
the v i ews expressed on the rating and taxat ion of land 
values on both Ministerial and Opposit ion benches, l i e 
undoubted ly has the ear of the House ; he is there to make 
the mos t of his opportunit ies as an a d v o c a t e of the T a x a -
t ion of Land Values. On the 6 th March he will m o v e a 
resolution in the House call ing a t t e n t i o n to the injustice 
of the ex i s t ing s y s t e m of local rating. 

The Minimum Wage. 
T h e principle of the m i n i m u m wage is that a law should 

be passed making it illegal for a n y employer to p a y an 
employe less than a g iven s u m in wages. Its fut i l i ty is 
apparent to a n y o n e who understands the condi t ions t h a t 
govern the wages tha t men can d e m a n d . " The employer 
exploi ts the worker ;" but where does the worker come from 
to Is- explo i ted at the pi t -mouth or at the factory ga te > 
Mr. Jesse Collings, in his letter to the T I M K S of I fit hFebruary, 
tells where - f r o m the mil l ions of idle acres call ing loudly 
for a return of the men who have been dr iven off in the 
interests of selfish, ignorant and greedy landlordism. Were 
opportuni t ies so plentiful t h a t men could work for themse lves 
and have a comfortable and sure income wi thout bothering to 
look for someone t o e m p l o y them, no one could force them 
to accept the few sh i l l ings 'a week t h e y are obliged to take 
to-day. The l a b o u r P a r t y fool ishly forgets t h a t wages 
and rent bear a definite relat ion to one another. As long 
as land monopo lv prevails, no th ing can prevent the owners 
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of the country from appropriating in rent the same pro-
portion as heretofore of everything that is produced. 
Industry continues to lie subject to the same intolerable 
and unjust burden. The minimum wage proposal not 
only altogether ignores the cause of low wages. It does 
not recognise the fact that large numbers are either seeking 
work in vain or are lodged temporarily in the workhouse. 
It does not interest, nor affect the numerous small shop-
keeping class and all that section of the community who 
with a miserable income are trying to work for themselves 
and are not dependent, on any employer. It in 110 way 
affirms or establishes the first principle of liberty—that 
the natural opportunities on which alone labour can be 
exerted should be common property, and that we should 
all have equal access to (hem. It leaves the unjust laws 
ol tilting anil taxation to penalise every expenditure of 
labour and capital, to strangle industry and lo re-assert 
the helplessness of the worker bv encouraging the with 
holding of land and facilitating an increase in rent, equal 
to or even greater than anv artificial rise in wages. 

Small Ownership. 

The question of the land question was raised from 
another point of view lis- flic Conservative Amendment 
to the Address 011 the 2,'Jrd February, which urged 
the o v a t i o n of small ownership of land with the help 
of State funds. .Mr. .1. Parker's contribution to the 
discussion was especially valuable as he was the only 
democratic member of the Departmental Committee 
which recently reported on the sales of agricultural 
land. It is inteii sl ing fo note this agitation on the 
part of landowners for land purchase and to observe 
both their excuses for the policy and their objects in 
presenting it. As the DAILY NKWsof24th February pointed 
out, the Member who moved the Amendment argued that 
small ownership would prevent the raising of rents, lead to 
better farming, and increase the output of food. It is an 
indictment of ihe exist ing system which comes strangelv 
from the landlord party. And we heartily approve the 
further sentiments expressed bv our contemporary that 
the real advantages, from the point of view of the landlord, 
of using public money to enable the landlord's tenants 
t<» purchase their farms arc clear enough. The amount of 
money needed to buy out the English landlords is so enor-
mous that the process could not lie carried far ; in other 
words, the present landlord system would endure substan-
tially. But in so far as State money was applied, it, would 
enable such landlords as desired to sell to get rid of their 
land at inflated prices, while raising the rental value of 
all the land which remained in the possession of landlords. 
Such is the real meaning of that marriage, with the aid of 
the State's purse, of what a landlord prettily named the 
willing seller and tho willing buver, 

For obvious reasons we have been unable to reprint in 
full the debates referred to above, but we can assure our 
readers that the full discussion is well worth reading, and 
we would advise economic, students in particular to secure 
copies of H ANSARtv for the 15th, 16th, and '23rd February. 

Taxed out of Existence. 

A Central News Madrid telegram says : The .Madrid 
theatres are all to be shut, according to a decision reached 
by the managements. It appears the rates aud taxes 
to which theatres there are subjected are so excessive 
that unless reductions are made they will have to remain 
shut. 

This paragraph appears at the end of a report, in the 
H I H M I X C H A M D A I L Y M A I L of February 16th. of the dis-
cussion on Rating Reform in the House of Commons. 
An appalling list of comfortable homes, handsome shops, 
well-equipped workshops and factories are to-day " taxed 
out of existence not only in Spain but in our own country. 
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. The lesson that Cobden taught so long ago—" If you want a 
cheap loaf, you must un-tax it," has yet to be learned 
so far as the homes of the people are concerned. Still, 
time is on our side and, as a correspondent once forcibly 
put it. after a sufficient number of well-meaning but thick 
headed housing and other reformers have bumped their 
stupid heads against the " no thoroughfare" walls to 
which their measures lead, thev will come into line, with 
those who can trace cause and effect, and who therefore 
concentrate their energies on Laud Values Taxation with 
perfect confidence as to its beneficial and far-reaching 
results. 

The Land Speculation Game. 

Mr. (J. S. Ilcritc. a director of the Canadian Pacific Land 
Company, is at present in Kngland trying to persuade 
Knglisli investors to purchase land in Regina, the capital 
of Saskatchewan. In a recent interview published in the 
STANDARD, Mr. Heine says he is selling " t o w n lots in 
Coronation Park,'" than which there is " no finer investment 
for the man who wishes to turn over his money surelv and 
swiftly."' In 1901 Regina had a population of 2 ,249 ; bv 
1911 it had grown to 30,210 ; it is expected to reach 150,000 
in another half-dozen years. These are the conditions that 
appeal to land speculators, and Mr. Heme makes the most 
of them. 

A s I h e D A I L Y N ' K U S o f F e b r u a r y 1 5 t h r e m a r k s , ' ' a l l w e 
have to do is to put our money on the table and wait for 
the wheel of industry to double and quadruple it. The 
farmers labour to raise wheat in all the fields around, the 
municipality spends millions of dollars on public works, 
the railways run iheir lines about, private citizens load 
the site with buildings, and at each step l lie vacant site of 
the absentee investor rises in value." 

" The increase of land values," savs Mr. Heine. " is so 
startling as to appear incredible to the average Kuglish 
investor. An interesting simile may. perhaps, be found, 
say, at Holder's Oreen." Of Holders (ireen he says that 
m consequence of the proposal to extend the Hampstead 

, tul»e to Edgware, prices current some years ago will now 
be quoted at double and treble. 

Of course. Mr. Heme makes no statement of the fact 
that Regina assesses building lots at their true value, or 
that the movement for the Taxation of Ijand Values, 
which will put an end to idle speculators pocketing the 
results of the industry and enterprise of the workers, is 
making wonderful progress in Canada. 

Wonderful Land Value Increases in Calgarv. 

This laud speculation game has got the whole of 
Canada in its grip at the present time, and it is well for 
future generations of the Dominion that the Land 
Values Movement is making such rapid headway. An 
instructive instance of the rapid lise in Canadian Isanti 
Values appeared in the Finance. Commerce and Shipping 
Supplement to the T I M K S ol" 25th January. 

The experience of many lucky owners, savs an advert i* -
uient of Messrs Astlev and Shackle, land agents, in Calgary, 
with offices in C-ockspur Street. London, are brimful of 
romance, and fresh instances are being disclosed almost 
daily. On January 7th. 1911. an Englifliman purchased 
4S0 acres of land near !.'algaiy for 28,800 dollars. Six months 
later he resold this land for 55.2'Hi dollars. Since then 
that same land is readilv changing hands subdivided into 
five-acre plots at prices that will aggregate 100.006 dollars ; 
and within twelve months from now its value will stand at 
more than double that figure owing to the fact that the 
Crand Trunk Pacific Railway are constructing a branch line 
which must pass through or in the vicinity of this property. 
Only in November last a plot of land near Calgary was 
provisionally sold in London at 200 dollars per acre : hut 



March, 1912. Land Values. 230 

before the contract was ratified a cable message was received 
bv the owners. Messrs. Astley and Shackle, offering them 
450 dollars per acre for the same plot. 

Then again, in the G L A S G O W K K C O K I * of January 18th. 
we read of a young barrister who went to Canada two years 
ago. B y judicious land speculation he has increased a 
fortune of £400 to one of £6,000. His method was to go 
to a new township and studv on tho .*|>ot with the aid of u 
lar<je so die map exactly in what wav the town had lieen 
growing during the last six months. He would then 
move to another town in the same neighbourhood six 
months less advanced, and buy up the sites which he 
judged likely to become valuable. This method has proved 
admirably successful. 

If Canada had the Taxation «>f Land Values such instances 
as these would never have been recorded The wealth 
created by the rapid increase of population would have 
been secured to (lie r-ominunitv. to whom it rightfully 
belongs. Il would have been used to meet the expense of 
public services, which increase with population and the 
performance of which maintain land value. 

A Confession and a Warning. 

Seldom has a country l>een more ruthlessly exploited 
thau has the United States of America by the handful of 
financial magnates who to-day seem to hold the country 
in the hollow of their hands. There are signs, however, 
that they are getting frightened at the inevitable results 
of their own dominion. Thus, Judge C a n y , Chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the Steel Ti ust oil Saturday. 
February 10th , at a banquet at the Hotel Astor, unburdened 
himself as follows : 

There is a geneial feeling of unrest not only in the 
United States, but throughout tin- entire world. . . . 
That sentiment of umest is growing steadilv. Theie urc 
things lieing said openly nowadays which an- akiu to 
what was said just before the French Revolution. Then-
is a grave danger of stirring this spark into llaine. I do 
not want to wave the Hag of distress, but the situation 
is serious. We must admit that we men of great power 
have not always done light. We can do much to improve 
the condition of mankind. It is not onlv good morals, 
but good policy. Unless capitalists take a leading 
position in this direction there will be changes made 
later on by the mob. 
A significant utterance, truly ! It is only when they are 

well frightened that such men appeal to " good morals 
and other outside help. The inhuman conditions shown 
by recent Government investigations to prevail throughout 
the industries controlled by the Steel Trust, are certainly 
enough to frighten anvlaidy : thev sufficiently account 
for the "sent iment of unrest, and make Judge Garry's 
attempt to attribute it " mainly to the demagogue, who 
appeals to the prejudices of the masses in order to advance 
his own particular interests." somewhat ridiculous. But 
surely "appea l s to the prejudices of the masses" mainly 
accounts for the existence of the "Scientific Tarif f" of 
the United States, bv which Judge G a m ' s Steel Trust 
profits so largely—just as such appeals are the backbone 
of the Tariff Reform movement in this country. Apart 
from this, it would lie very interesting to know what 
particular changes men like Judge Garry would propose 
Truck Acts. Limitations of the Hours of Libour. Factory 
Inspection, even (Mil Age Pensions and National Insurance 
schemes, we presume. All such things may necessary, 
but we can tell him at once that they are not likely to abate 
" the general feeling of unrest " which frightens hint so 
much. He must probe more deeply if he would really 
do something permanently and materially " to improve 
the conditions of mankind." He must examine into the 
root economic causes which make folk like himself " men 
of great power," which places in their hands the control 

of the inexhaustible natural forces and sources of the country, 
with such dire results to the rest of the people. To remove 
flies. - would, indeed, be " not only good morals, hut good 
policy ' therefore we doubt whet her Judge Garrv and his 
associates would regard it as " good business probably 
thev are not yet sufficiently frightened. 

What Farmers Want. 

A Yeoman from Tunbridge Wells, in a letter to the 
D A I L Y N E W S (2'Jth January, 1912). on the Departmental 
Committee's Report on the Breaking up of Estates, in 
relation to Tenant Farmers, savs : 

Perhaps this does hurt individual tenant farmers 
occasionally, but the breaking up of large estates is the 
smashing of an old and very evil monopoly. Vie l lie 
owners of large estates so very paternal and sympathetic 
to tenant farmers ! Here and there one may be so. 
but not as a rule. I write as a farmer. The large agricul-
tural estate means game preserving, fox hunting, plenty 
of flunkeyism, and bad farming. What we farmers want 
are a few of the following Radical changes : 

1. Breaking up of large estates bv means of Taxation 
of Land Values, or some such system. 

2. Total repeal of the game laws. 
•J. Disestablishment of the Church, and consequently 

the end of that unjust burden, the tithe rent charge, 
which still eventually falls on the farmer. 

4. Readjustment of loc al taxation. 
It is certainly a pitv that " Yeoman was not called 

itpon to give his evidence before this Departmental Com-
mittee even though some of its more aristocratic members 
might not have liked it 

Home Supplies and Uncultivated Land. 

In the T I M E S of Jl(5tli February, Mr. Jesse Collings has 
a letter under the above title in which he draws attention 
to the hardship that would fall oil the mass of the people 
of this country through starvation in the event of war. 

We have, he says, a proletariat - people who possess 
nothing -such as does not exist in any other country 
in Eurojie. On them and oil their families misery and 
starvation would fall. 

The real remedy is to Is- found by increasing our 
home supplies. We have millions of acres of uncultivated 
land ami a multitude of men able and willing to cultivate 
them under projier conditions. If a method could be 
found to bring these two elements together, at any cost, 
a three or six months' supply w ould rapidly be produced, 
and panic at the outbreak of a war averted. That 
supply could gradually be increased until we became, 
what we were in the great war at the beginning of last 
century, a self-feeding people. 

This remedy is cinhodiid in the provisions of the 
Purchase of Land Bill now before Parliament. 

It is refreshing to note this admission, from such a 
prominent Tory as Mr. Collings, of the existence of " millions 
of acres of uncultivated land and a multitude ol men able 
and willing to cultivate them under proper conditions." 
We have lieen calling attention to this state of affairs for 
a generation but have generally been met bv our opponents 
with contradiction and evasion. We should like to put it 
to Mr. Collings that the millions of acres of uncultivated 
land inaccessible to the multitude of able and willing meH 
is the chief reason why we have " a proletariat—people 
who possess nothing." Luul purchase, the case advocated 
by Mr. Collings. i- worse than the disease. It can only 
result in sending up the price to the cultivator as we have 
seen in the failure to make the Knglish Small Holders Bill 
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work. The radical cure is to impose Taxation on Land 
Values and to stop taxing the improvements. It will be 
interesting to see what attitude the Liberals will take up 
when this Tory Purchase of Land Hill comes before the 
House of Commons. 

Rhodesia as a Land Proposition. 

The Editor of " City Chatter " in the SUNDAY TIMES, 
February Jlth, 1912, tells us that :— 

Few people who know Rhodesia arc not enthusiastic 
about its ultimate outlook. Last week a gentleman, 
home for his holiday, gently chided me for not being 
sufficiently " bu l l i sh" on Rhodesia, l ie is an old 
Australian who for more than fifteen years has made 
Rhodesia his home and knows the country thoroughly. 
It is as a land proposition that Rhodesia must be valued 
first of all, he told me. The Chartered Company holds 
?5,(XX),000 acres in Southern Rhodesia and 185,000,000 
in Northern Rhodesia, together 280,000,000 acres. 
Deduct about 40,000,000 for native reserves and 
20,000,000 in private occupation (he means, of course, 
privately owned), there remains 220,000,000 acres of 
land owned by the Chartered Company. Acre for acre 
this land is at least as good as that in the Colony of 
Victoria, which is about 50.000,000 acres in extent, and 
to-day has an annual income of £12,(XX),000 from 
farming. The Colony of Victoria has a public debt of 
£55,(XX),(XK>. Rhodesia has none. Victoria never 
alienated her land under £1 an acre, so you could figure 
out the eventual value of Chartereds as a land company. 
Rhodesia has a better rainfall and a better climate than 
Australia. In Canada the ground is five months under 
snow, yet the 6,000,000 acres of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany are valued high. What Rhodesia requires is 
big ranching proposals and, above all, the accumulation 
of stock. During Lobengula's reign the country was 
teeming with cattle, but the native rising came and the 
rinderpest, and the cattle disappeared. The Chartered 
Company's first care should be to get stock into the 
country ; immigration would rapidly follow and 
prosperity advance by leaps and bounds. Nobody 
can place a limit on the value of Chartereds as a land 
company, vet it has other assets. It owns the railways, 
the public buildings, it receives the taxes, it has a large 
interest in the mines. This is, concluded my friend, 
why I am a " bull " of Rhodesia, which is certainly one 
of the richest jewels in the British Imperial crown. 

" One of the richest jewels in the British Imperial 
Crown ! " A fine expression ; but an expression only, as it 
really belongs to the Chartered Company. Two hundred 
and twenty million acres of land, as good as that of Victoria, 
and better than that of Canada ! Why in the name of 
common sense don't people flock there to collect its natural 
fruits, to ranch, to farm, to grow grapes, tobacco, maize, 
&c., to mine, and so on And if they did. would they 
find themselves much better off than at home '. If not, 
why not ? What a silly question ! The Chartered Com-
pany has got there first ; and if its aristocratic and 
plutocratic members can't use all the land, they can hold 
on to it, and levy tribute on those who do come and must 
use bits of it in order to live. Nice game—for those who 
hold Chartered Shares, not for the immigrants. 

State Land Banks An Instructive Revelation. 

Of the numerous articles which the Report of the Depart-
mental Committee on Tenant Farmers and Sales of Estates 
called into existence, none was more amusing nnd revealing 
than one by Mr. Henrv W. Wolf, who we believe is an 

accepted authority on banking. He wrote to the 
DAILY NEWS of January 26th. To him " the main 
interest of the report attaches to the proposals made 
aiming at the employment of State credit for the establish-
ment of freehold farmers." He expresses his opinion 
that " of the two proposals before the public, Mr. Jesse 
Collings' and Sir Gilbert Parker's, neither can stand very 
searching examination." Commenting on Sir Edward 
i lolden's scheme, tentatively and timorously endorsed in 
the report, he says : " His Land Bank, so it appears, is 
to be a State institution, like the Agricultural Bank of 
Egypt—which has not found its course an easy one to steer 
of late. Really the German arrangement appears preferable. 
Under it the Land Bank- a flourishing institution working, 
not with £500,000, as Sir Edward proposes, but in shares 
and debentures, with something like £2,000,000—is a 
joint stock concern, which earns for its shareholders steadily 
6 and 7 per cent, per annum. And the State makes its 
advances in land bonds which, at 4 per cent, as they are 
now issued, rule at about par." 

What an interesting example—of what to avoid, not of 
what to imitate. The State makes its advances in land 
bonds," at four per cent, interest, to the Land Bank, which 
is thus enabled " to earn for its shareholders steadily six 
or seven per cent, per annum " on " shares and debentures 
amounting to something like £2,000,000 sterling." Small 
wonder that such schemes are approved of and promoted 
by eminent financiers, whether labelling themselves Liberal 
or Conservative. But we were under the impression that 
such schemes were advocated on behalf, not of financiers 
and others seeking profitable " means of investment 
for their surplus funds, but for the benefit of the working 
settlers. We wonder how these fare after they have pro-
vided the interest for the State and the steady six and 
seven per cent, for the philanthropic but business-like 
shareholders of the Bank. This, apparently, is no con-
cern of such banking authorities as Mr. Henry W. Wolf. 
But our theoretical suspicions of their well-being receive 
some practical confirmation from the information he gives 
lis that : " There has been systematic freehold settlement 
going on in Prussia (East Prussia mainly, we believe). 
on what experience has shown to be thoroughly sound lines, 
for more than twenty years. A million acres of land have 
been settled in this way, and the State, which has lent its 
aid (to the iAind Banks) has not lost a penny b v it, except 
ichat it has quite lately voluntarily sacrificed from 
humanitarian motives." [Italics are ours.] Surely the 
position of the settlers can scarcely be as satisfactory as that 
of the shareholders of the Banks, or such voluntary 
sacrifices " would not be so urgently needed. It would be 
interesting to know whether the shareholders have also 
been called upon to make some sacrifice of " their pound of 
flesh," whether voluntary or involuntary. 

A Hopeful Sign. 

Henry W. Nevinson, writing from Belfast to the DAILY 
NEWS, February 12th. 1912, s a y s : — 

The whole spirit of the Protestant faction in Ulster, 
as well as of the Catholics among whom the faction was 
planted, is slowly changing. It is gradually being 
turned to other interests than distinction in Christianity 
and race. Especially among the Belfast workpeople 
it is being turned to the great industrial problems common 
to all modern countries, and most pressing in Belfast 
itself, where t he apparent prosperit y is largely founded on 
the sweating of women and the deadly labour of children. 

This is good news, which we are sure will inspire our 
few but active and enthusiastic Belfast co-workers to 
renewed efforts. A consideration of the industrial 
problems common to all countries will necessarily lead 
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to a consideration of the land system common to all 
countries, and to a consideration of the question of the 
Rating and Taxation of Land Values applicable to all 
countries. Such a course of study will soon convince the 
manufacturing, artisan and labouring classes how they have 
been tricked, humbugged and bamboozled by such pseudo-
reforms as Irish Land Purchase Acts, promoted and passed 
in the interests, not of the Irish peasants, but of the Irish 
landlords. Small wonder that such folk as Lord London-
derry and his henchmen should prefer that the considerations 
of the people should be restricted " to distinctions in 
Christianity and race." To him and his like such limita-
tions have yielded an abundant and profitable harvest. 

More Advertisement for the United Committee. 

On Monday evening. 5th February, Mr. Edwin Savill 
read a paper entitled " T h e Single Tax Movement," at the 
Surveyors Institution. We notice his paper elsewhere in 
this issue and take it as a decided tribute to the success 
of our agitation that a body like the Surveyors' Institution 
are earnestly and seriously studying our proposals. Mr. 
Savill goes farther than to recommend his colleagues 
merely to read our literature, as Mr. Chambers and Mr. 
Trustram Eve have done. He proposes t hat the Institution 
select a " strong committee " to investigate the principles 
of land value taxation, take evidence from any persons 
having a special knowledge of the subject, and issue 
a perfectly fair and unbiassed report. This is a very 
commendable suggestion, and we hope the Institution 
will proceed with a really impartial consideration of the 
subject. U p to the present our proposals have met with 
either cold silence or clever misrepresentation on the 
part of the landed interest; now our opponents are 
becoming alive to the fact that these tactics are foolish 
and absurd, and cannot prevent the advance of thought on 
our lines. We agree emphatically that a report such as 
Mr. Savill has proposed " would give people an opportunity 
of judging for themselves, and would be much appreciated 
by large numbers who now have to rely entirely upon 
literature and speeches showing one side of the case only. 

Meanwhile, our readers will note Mr. Savill's halting 
criticism of our literature and our programme. In spite 
of himself he had to confess that there is unfairness and 
hardship in the present system of rating and taxation. 
His admissions in this rcspcct. and his proposals for reform, 
were not welcomed in the discussion which followed the 
reading of the paper. But lie has done the Single Tax 
Movement a service, and has given voice to what evi ry 
Single Taxer will consider a truism in saying that " wc all 
agree with them (the Single Taxers) as to the need of 
amendment, and I venture to think that if a fair basis for 
rating purposes could be devised it would do much to render 
their campaign unnecessary." This is one of the main 
reasons for the existence of our movement. We therefore 
welcome Mr. Savill's willingness to consider a scheme to 
raise as much as £31,000,000 of local revenues by means of 
a rate on the value of land alone. To say the least of it, 
this would l>e a handsome instalment of our reform. 

We would respectfully remind the Surveyors, whom we 
recognise to be, like ourselves, non-party and non-political, 
that notwithstanding what the politicians or the " vested 
interests" may say to the contrary, our policy is the 
taxation and rating of land values in substitution for the 
existing method of raising public revenues. 

A Boon to the Rich Man. 
It is refreshina to see. the frequent use made bv defenders 

of private property in land of the specious argument that 
the Taxation of I,and Values will only benefit the rich. At 
one time we are represented to be the enemies of the land-
owning class whom we are doing our utmost to ruin and 
destTov, at another time we are the benefactors of the 

rich and the. despoilers of the poor. The latter is becoming 
the stock argument of our opponents, and even if their 
objection to the enrichment of the. rich is not genuine, it 
is at least a recognition of the fact that there is such a thing 
as a rich class and a poor class side by side. Mr. Savill, 
in his paper, resorted to the argument with considerable 
ahilitv and with an apparent hostility to anything in tho 
way of injustice. He said :— 

There are. many instances in which enormous profits 
are made with very little use of land, and of people with 
huge incomes owning no land and living in comparatively 
small houses. Take the "case of the big trader who has 
a small office in the. City, who would pay very little 
in rates compared with the benefits he receives from the 
protection of his interests by tho Army, Navy, and Police, 
and from other national services. For example, a man 
with, say, £30,000 a year, derived from various interests, 
foreign and home directorates, Ac., occupying a small 
office in the Citv and living in the country in a house 
with thirtv acres of land rated at £400 a year ; he. would 
now pay in direct taxes and rates £2.425, while under 
the single tax system he would only have to pay about 
£250 a vcar. 

These contentions raise many considerations. The 
Single Tax is not a scheme to take money from the rich. 
It will abolish all taxation on work done or on the expendi-
ture of capital or on trade or industry, and will simply 
obli»e all landholders to pav rent to the. community for 
the value of the privileges they enjoy. The only source 
of revenue will be a direct levy on all tho land values of 
the country, and the effect will be to prevent anyone 
withholding valuable land from use. If and when the reform 
is carried out. a " big trader " is still able to make £30,000 a 
rear, he will do so without diminishing tho income of any-
one else, and without standing in the. way of any other 
individual enjoying the full fruit of his labours. But 
what is the position of this new bogey-man, the " big 
trader." at present ? He has the services of landless and 
poorly paid workers at his beck and call. Probably 
his thirty-acre house in the country is much under-assessed. 
He may derive dividends from docks, w harves, railways and 
other concerns of which he is part owner. For all we know 
he has a considerable share in the profits of land speculation. 
These are some of the " interests " w hich are protected by 
the navy, army, police, and other national services, and 
in so far as the " big trader" has been profiting by land 
monopoly and privilege, the Taxation of Land Values will 
prevent him doing so in future and benefiting at the 
expense of his fellows. Justice will lie established when 
he is called upon to make his proper contribution, and when 
those whom lie. wishes to employ in his business can com-
mand, say. £6 a week or more in wages instead of the 
miserable pittance they are. forced to accept to-day. 

Well Done, Glasgow ! 

In ano the r column particulars arc given of further action 
taken by the Glasgow Corporation to revive the agitation 
among the municipalities for powers to raise local revenues 
on the basis of I»and Value assessment. 

In our last issue we recorded the pa.ssing of a resolution 
by the Corporation petitioning Parliament to the effect 
t hat powers be granted to all local rating authorities through-
out the country to impose and levy on the new valuation 
lieing carrier! oilt under the Finance Act, 1910, a tax on the 
value of land for local purposes. This month we have 
pleasure in recording the passing of a further motion 
instructing the Town Clerk to communicate the resolution 
to all local rating authorities, requesting them to petition 
Parliament in similar terms at the earliest possible date. 
The Glasgow petition was presented to Parliament in the 
House of Commons by Mr. H. A. Watt, tho member for the 
College Division of Glasgow, on February 28th. 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 

" W e w o u l d s i m p l y t a k e for t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t be longs to 
t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s to l a n d b y t h e g r o w t h 
of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l e a v e s a c r e d l y to t b e i n d i v i d u a l a l l t h a t 
be longs to t h e i n d i v i d u a l . " — H e n r y George. 

THE POSITION OF TENANT FARMERS IN 
ENGLAND AND WALES. 

AH i t was cons idered t h a t the agricultural t e n a n t s in 

E n g l a n d a n d Wales were p laced in a serious a n d diff icult 

pos i t ion b y the , a s s u m e d , a b n o r m a l sa les of agricultural 

land dur ing the p a s t t w o y e a r s — t o the e x t e n t , accord ing 

t o the TIMES of a b o u t half per cent , of t h e whole agricultural 

land of t h e c o u n t r y — a specia l D e p a r t m e n t a l C o m m i t t e e 

was a p p o i n t e d b y the B o a r d of Agr icu l ture t o inquire into 

th is subjec t . Their R e p o r t was pub l i shed late in J a n u a r y , 

and, a s m a y be gathered f r o m Press c o m m e n t s , has aroused 

considerable a t t e n t i o n in both pol i t ical a n d financial 

circles. N o r is this surprising. For i t c er ta in ly m a k e s 

s o m e v e r y remarkab le a n d sensat ional sugges t i ons a n d 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . The m a i n por t ion of their Repor t , 

however , as well as i t s m a i n r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , treats of 

subjec t s qui te outs ide t h e scope of their inquiry , subjec t s 

of the m o s t f u n d a m e n t a l and far-reaching social a n d 

pol i t ical i m p o r t a n c e , a n d deals w i t h t h e m in a manne r 

which, t o s a y the least , is far f rom c o n v i n c i n g . 

The in teres t s of a c lass are t a c i t l y a c c e p t e d by the Com-

m i t t e e as necessar i ly t h e in teres t s of the whole c o m m u n i t y ; 

very ques t ionab le ends, of more t h a n d o u b t f u l va lue , s e e m to 

h a v e been u n q u e s t i o n a b l y a c c e p t e d b y t h e m as " c o n s u m -

m a t i o n s d e v o u t l y t o be w i s h e d " ; a n d m e a n s to these ends , 

popular w i t h m a n y un ins truc ted a n d h a l f - e d u c a t e d publ ic i s t s 

a n d w e a k - k n e e d po l i t i c ians of all part ies , Whig , Tory a n d 

e v e n Labour , are. w i t h o u t serious inqu ir y as sented t o as the 

o n l y m e a n s b y which the gr ievances , real a n d as sumed , not 

o n l y of the t e n a n t farmers a f fec ted b y sales of e s ta tes , but 

of t e n a n t farmers as a class , cou ld pos s ib ly be r e m o v e d . 

S u g g e s t i o n s a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s based u p o n s u c h as sump-

t ions , u n s u p p o r t e d b y a n y ind i sputab le reasoning, fac t s or 

ev idence , m a y ref lect the personal op in ions of s o m e of the 

m e m b e r s of the C o m m i t t e e , e v e n of s o m e of the w i tne s se s 

t h e y wore p leased to call , but t h e y are scarce ly l ikely t o 

c o m m a n d unhes i ta t ing , unqual i f i ed a n d unreserved accept -

ance b y others . H o w e v e r , it is o n l y fair to s ta t e a t once 

t h a t of t h e t w e l v e m e m b e r s w h o s igned the Major i ty Report , 

on ly two , Lord H a v e r s h a m a n d Mr. F . Cawley , did so 

w i t h o u t reservat ions , w h i l s t s ix o u t of the r e m a i n i n g ten 

a t t a c h " r e s e r v a t i o n s " pract ica l ly c o n d e m n i n g the" t w o 

main r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 

To q u o t e the words „f t h c Minute s a p p o i n t i n g i l . t l ,c 
he fcrencc to the C o m m i t t e e was : - " To inquire m t e the 
pos i t ion of t e n a n t farmers m E n g l a n d a n d Wales on the 
occas ion of a n y change in the o w n e r s h i p of their h o l d i n g 
w h e t h e r b y reason of t h e d e a t h of the landlord, the sale' 

of the land, or otherwise , and to cons ider w h e t h e r a n v 
legis lat ion on the subjec t is des irable ." 

The C o m m i t t e e soon found , however , t h a t " t h e per-
cen tage of cases in w h i c h a sale results in t h e dis-
possess ion of the t e n a n t is smal l a t present " ; t h a t 
" several w i tne s se s s ta ted , either t h a t 110 hard cases of 
d ispossess ion a n d inabi l i ty to obta in another ho ld ing had 
been brought t o their not ice , or t h a t t h e y were compara-
t ive ly rare " ; a n d t h a t " it wou ld be imposs ib le t o main-
tain, in the face of th is ev idence , t h a t the gr ievances , 
however acute in ind iv idua l cases, were widespread ." 
Moreover, n o t t o overlook " an i m p o r t a n t ques t ion a f fec t ing 
the pos i t ion of the l a n d o w n e r / the R e p o r t p o i n t s o u t 
t h a t " the e v i d e n c e the C o m m i t t e e h a v e rece ived proves 
t h a t t e n a n t s do n o t ask for leases ," but prefer t h e usual 
t w e l v e m o n t h s ' not ice , a n d conc ludes t h a t " i t m a y be 
argued, therefore , tha t the t e n a n t w h o wishes to ho ld his 
farm o n c o m p a r a t i v e l y short not ice i n order t h a t he m a y 
have faci l i t ies for l eav ing when he desires, c a n n o t h imse l f , in 
just ice , d e m a n d abso lu te secur i ty of tenure f r o m the 
landlord shou ld he find i t t o his in teres t t o remain ." 

I n v i e w of these fac t s the C o m m i t t e e would h a v e 
been just i f ied in ask ing the Board of Agricul ture 
w h a t all t h e fuss was a b o u t — w h y , in fact , t h e y h a d been 
a p p o i n t e d a t all ; or in briefly report ing t h a t t h e y f o u n d 
no special legis lat ion cal led for or desirable ; a n d a l lowing 
its inf luent ia l m e m b e r s to devo te t h e m s e l v e s to o ther and 
more i m p o r t a n t dut ies . B u t no ! for s o m e occu l t and 
hidden reasons , th is C o m m i t t e e does n o t s eem t o have 
been inc l ined to take a n y such l imi ted v i e w of i ts funct ions , 
or even to feel itself bound b y the t erms of i ts a p p o i n t m e n t . 
So we find, in paragraph 5, the fo l lowing s o m e w h a t ambig-
uous passage :—'" The C o m m i t t e e feel t h a t , under their 
terms of reference, whi l s t b o u n d to consider w h a t cou ld be 
d o n e to m e e t t h e case of the ind iv idua l t e n a n t farmer who 
was a b o u t to be dispossessed in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h a sale of 
the land, the m a t t e r had to be looked a t from the s tand-
point, of the interest of the S ta te as a f fec ted b y the agricul-
tural cond i t ion of the c o u n t r y , a n d it is w i t h this ob jec t in 
v i ew t h a t the C o m m i t t e e h a v e e n d e a v o u r e d to frame their 
sugges t ions a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . " W h a t this passage 
means , or t o w h a t the words " the m a t t e r " refer, we confess 
ourse lves unable e v e n t o imagine . A t all e v e n t s , the 
C o m m i t t e e s e e m t o h a v e lost all interest in the m a t t e r 
t h e y were a p p o i n t e d t o consider, a n d their R e p o r t p lunges 
a t once in to ques t ions a s remote f rom it as t h a t of the 
habit ab i l i ty of Mars. 

W i t h o u t g i v i n g a n y reason the C o m m i t t e e s e e m to have 
a c c e p t e d the fashionable v i ew t h a t the increase in t h e sales 
of agricultural land is necessar i ly a b a d t h i n g for the 
country , a n d one which, as one o f ' the ir number , Mr. Colin 
Campbel l , says , " we wi sh to p r e v e n t in every w a y " ! 
Why , we are quite at a loss to understand. The land is 
not t h e r e b y lessened or i t s u t i l i ty d imin i shed ; a n d i t m a y 
reasonably be argued that, i ts pass ing o u t of the h a n d s of 
those w h o regard i t m a i n l y as a " m e a n s of i n v e s t m e n t , " or 
a s a poss ible source of social inf luence a n d pol i t ical power , 
in to the h a n d s of those w h o use it , is a very g o o d th ing 
both for the c o m m u n i t y a n d the S ta te . H o w e v e r , the 
v e r y oppos i t e v i ew was e v i d e n t l y held b y this C o m m i t t e e , 
who therefore fuss i ly concern t h e m s e l v e s w i t h ascertaining! 
or al all e v e n t s formulat ing , the a c c e p t e d v i ews a s to the 
under ly ing causes of such increased sale. 

T h o u g h apparent ly d i m l y realising that o w i n g to e c o n o m i c 
causes, t he recent marked d e v e l o p m e n t of agriculture, t h e rise 
in prices of agricultural produce , a n d so on, l a n d o w n e r s " are 
n o w in a pos i t ion to sell to a d v a n t a g e " — " at pr ices ," s a y s 
the TTMES, " unobta inable during the pas t 30 years " — t h e v 
lax- l i tt le or no stress on this point . T h e y c o n t e n t them-
se lves w i t h echo ing the opin ion expressed by some of the 
wi tnesses t h e y ca l l ed—representa t ives of the Surveyors ' 
Ins t i tute , the Central Chamber of Agriculture , t h e L a n d 
A g e n t s ' Soc i e ty , thc Central Assoc ia t i on of Agricultural 
a n d T e n a n t R i g h t Valuers, the Bri t i sh D a i r y Farmers ' 
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Association, the Incorporated Estate Agents' Institute, the 
National Farmers' Union, the Farmers' Club, the Cheshire 
Chamber of Agriculture, the Rural League, and the. Lanca-
shire Farmers' Associat ion—some of whom, at least, had 
special interests to serve or special hobbies to ride. 
They, therefore, find that such sales were partly due " to 
a feeling of apprehension among landowners as to the 
probable t endency of legislation and taxat ion in regard 
to land." And thereupon find room in their Report 
(§ 7) for the view tha t " A n y assurance with respect to 
future legislation would go a considerable way towards 
restoring confidence in landowners, thus resulting in the 
continuance of the sys tem of land-tenure, which, iu the 
opinion of such witnesses, has worked admirably from the 
point of viewr of the tenant farmers of the country." 

Of course, the effects of the prevailing sys tem of land tenure 
on the agricultural labourers of the country is not con-
sidered in this Report , nor in any other of which we know. 
However, the Committee give us 110 clue as to where they 
hoped to find the l iving man, or exis t ing body of men, in 
a posit ion to give assurances which would bind future 
generations, or be accepted as binding by the legislators of 
the future. 

The special scheme of which they most approved was one 
placed before them by the eminent banker and financier, 
Sir Edward Holden. Bart., himself a member of the Com-
mittee. Practically it amounts to the establishment of a 
State Land Bank, " to lend to farmers four-fifths of the 
purchase m o n e y to be repaid by annual instalments spread 
over a period of 75 years or such period as m a y be arranged 
between the purchaser and the inst i tut ion." " The 
possible depreciation of l a n d " is supposed to be pro-
vided for out of the one-fifth the purchaser has to 
provide ; and thus the State is supposed to be safe-
guarded against loss, which would fall upon the purchasers. 
The landlords, of course, are to be paid in cash. That, 
any such scheme would greatly advantage the selling land-
lord is undeniable ; but its advantages to the purchasing 
tenant, immediate or ult imate, are problematical and 
very doubtful . Still, the Committee recommend " that 
a scheme of State-aided purchase should be instituted on 
the lines of Sir Edward Holden's scheme." It is only fair 
to state here that one of the Committee, Mr. James Parker, 
who nevertheless signs the Report, in his special reserva-
tion, unhesi tat ingly condemns any such proposal, and says : 
" In m y opinion a scheme of occupying ownership would not 
tend to the improvement of agriculture, the well-being of the 
farming communi ty , or the good of the State ." An opinion 
we most unreservedly endorse. 

However, expressing the belief " that only a small pro-
portion of the tenant farmers of the country will be able 
or willing to avail themselves of the provisions of State-
aided purchase on the lines of Sir Edward Holden's scheme." 
and recognising that " the evidence we have heard makes 
it quite clear tha t tenants do not desire to purchase their 
farms except as an alternative to leaving altogether," the 
Committee realised that something more ought to be done 
either for the benefit of the tenants or for the benefit of 
the landlords whose tenants could not be induced to buy. 
So " to protect the tenant against dispossession, whilst at 
the same t ime securing to the occupier all the advantages 
now enjoyed on well-managed estates ," they boldly advocate 
" the acquisit ion and management of landed estates by the 
State ." 

In other words, our wise Committee advises thai 
the State should throw i ts bottomless purse and inex-
haustible credit into the land market—a fine thing for the 
landowners who have of late freely proclaimed their 
intention to sell, and for clever land speculators, local or 
absentee, a lways on the look-out to make a profit. I t is 
to b u y at. the" market price, and let at the best possible 
price: holding up land, we presume, i£ it seems l ikely to 
enhance the rent of other land. The State, the Report 

admits , would take some r isk—we rather think it would— 
but the Committee think this is justified by the fact that 
it would also " take, the profit, if any ." The Committee 
avows the belief that as " the State would buy in large 
blocks and choose its own t ime, it would be able to acquire 
the land much cheaper [ than the. tenant, buying in the 
open market] and would enjoy the advantage of the large 
owner [who bv the way just now is the very man most 
eager to sell] as against the small m a n in cost of administ ra-
tion and repairs, &c., whilst it could, moreover, borrow at a 
much lower rate of interest": " all t his," t hey sanguinely add, 
" should u l t imate ly be to the benefit of the State tenant ." 
But, as the. TIMES (January 29th, 1912) pertinently asks, 
" 'I f f he Committee's own statement, is correct that land is at 
present let below its economic value, how can it possibly 
just i fv its al legation in this connexion that the State, by 
buying in large blocks and choosing its t ime, would lie 
able to acquire the land much cheaper, and would enjoy 
the advantage of the large owner as against the small in 
cost of administration and repairs '. . . . N o talk 
about the State's command of cheap capital or of the 
economy of purchase and administration in bulk can get 
a w a y from the fact that if a farm rented at £.'50 a year is 
worth £1,000 in the open market the State will have to put 
up the rent if it takes over the business of land-owning." 

We think we have said enough to convince our 
readers of the intrinsic merits of this Report, Some 
people seem to think anything good enough for public 
consumption. But that it will be eagerly welcomed in 
certain quarters is undoubted. W h o will welcome it ? 
Primarily those who, like Lowell 's P ious Editor, are willing 
" to believe whatever trash'll keep the people in blindness." 
Landlords and their estate agents, and other retainers, 
professional and unprofessional, who will at once realise 
the immediate benefits any such schemes, however un-
practical and ruinous to the nation, would yield them, and 
who are clinging to the hope of foist ing on the British 
public a scheme similar to that forced upon the Trisli 
tenants by the power and influence of Irish landlordism. 
To the instructed Land Reformer, " who knows what he is 
fighting for and loves what he knows," any such side-
tracking schemes, however plausible and by whomsoever 
commended, will appeal in vain. 

All such schemes are useless, dangerous and 
unnecessary: the admitted evils against which they 
are avowedly directed will not be removed, but 
rather intensified, by the drastic, expensive and 
revolutionary methods they involve. They would 
be removed, effectively and permanently, by the more 
simple, equitable and constitutional means of remov-
ing the taxat ion now imposed upon both labour and 
capital, upon earnings, improvements , enterprise and 
industry, and substituting in its place a universal and 
uniform scheme of the Rating and Taxation of Land 
Values. Under this sys tem of taxat ion no one would 
escape, as each one of us has to use land, for dwellings, 
farming, mining, manufacturing and trade purposes ; and 
each would be called upon to contribute to the public 
revenues in exact proportion to the value of the land he 
was using or engrossing. Under such a sys tem of taxat ion 
the. holding of land would automatical ly pass to those 
who would put it to use, for to none other would its " owner-
ship " be profitable or advantageous. Such a policy 
would benefit every land user, whether miner, farmer, 
n a v v y , manufacturer, trader, banker or merchant. Land 
Purchase schemes cau benefit only landowners, land 
speculators and financiers. Too long have the. land users 
been p a t i e n t ; too long have they allowed themselves to 
be fooled and the resources of the nat ion to be squandered 
on such pseudo reforms. Tt is t ime to put an end to such 
fooling and to take steps t o place our sys tem of Rat ing 
and Taxat ion upon a rational and equitable foundation. 
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W H E R E D I D T H E Y G E T I T ? " 

I h a t ' R e p u b l i c s are u n g r a t e f u l " is a n a n c i e n t say ing . 
It, is n o t our p u r p o s e t o discuss , in abs tract ions , t h e t r u t h 
or u n t r u t h of that old saw. T h o a f f i rmat ive s ide of t h e 
d e b a t e m a y well be l e f t to a group of liberal A m e r i c a n 
c h e q u e writers, headed h y A n d r e w Carnegie. For t h o 
pr iva te s e n t i m e n t all of t h o group t h e y t y p i f y m u s t surely, 
m th i s season, b e unexpressed a n d e m b i t t e r e d bewi lderment 
t h a t their lav i sh grat i f i cat ion of the ir h ighes t , a l truist ic 
impulses t o w a r d bene fac t ion fail to stir t h e American 
people t o w a r d e v e n a pre tence of enthusiastic, acc la im. 

T h e recen t ly p u b l i s h e d records of 1911 p r o v i d e a n 
a m a z i n g h i s tory of free g i f t s for char i tab le a n d ph i lanthrop ic 
purposes . A s i d e f r o m e x p e n d i t u r e s b y S t a t e a n d inst i tu-
t ional f o u n d a t i o n s of n e a r l y a h u n d r e d mi l l ions of dollars, 
g i f t s tor s u c h uses b y i n d i v i d u a l s in th i s c o u n t r y during t h e 
last y e a r a m o u n t e d t o m o r e t h a n £ 3 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 — a h u m a n i -
tar ian largesse n e v e r be fore equa l l ed in a n y c o u n t r y s ince 
h i s tory w a s writ ton. 

Y e t thoro is n o o u t b u r s t of nat iona l gra t i tude for those 
benefac t ions . T h e y are real bene fac t ions . T w e n t y y e a r s 
ago a n y o n e of t h o s e g i f t s and t h e g iver w o u l d h a v e rece ived 
l tnmenso acc la im. Y e t t o - d a y there is o n l y chil l , crit ical , 
judicial a n d brief comment , in e v e r y quarter of t h i s c o u n t r y 
u p o n t hose, mater ia l proo f s of a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d spirit of 
g i v i n g for world-he lp . 

T h e y are great a n d w o n d e r f u l g i f t s for libraries, col leges , 
schoo l s a n d hosp i ta l s ; for in s t i tu t ions for sc ient i f ic research, 
h o m e s for t h e b l ind, for t h o deaf a n d d u m b , for t h o crippled, 
tor t h e aged , for orphans ; for m u s e u m s of art, of educ a t ion , 
ot na tura l h i s t o r y ; for c h u r c h e s a n d ca thedra l s ; for 
w o r t h y a n d admirab le b e t t e r m e n t s of all k inds , for all sorts 
a n d c o n d i t i o n s of m e n . 

N o sane , fair observer can d i s p u t e t h e fine contr ibut ions 
t o c iv i l i sa t ion m a d e b y t h e f o u n d a t i o n s of t h e Rockefe l l er 
Ins t i tu te , t h a t is l i f t ing d isease curses f r o m h u m a n k ind , 
or t h e Carnegie I n s t i t u t e , fo s ter ing pure learning b y e n d o w e d 
research. Only t h e f a n a t i c a l l y b iased fai l t o perce ive h o w 
great, a n a d v a n c e is m a r k e d in t h e Rockefe l l er -Morgan-
1 arnegie m a s t e r y of m o n e y o v e r t h a t t ime , so l i t t le whi le 
ago , w h e n t h o m o n e y m o n a r c h s w e r e Astor , Gou ld a n d 
Vanderbi l t . 

That, i t h a s b e e n i n s t i n c t i v e l y , u n c o n s c i o u s l y t h a t t h e 
spirit of t rus teesh ip a n d a l t r u i s m — b a s i c a l l y t h e unperce ived 
c o m p u l s i o n for a t l eas t part ial res t i tut ion- has been born 
in t h e m i n d s of t h e p r e s e n t - d a y m o n e y masters , does not 
a ter t h e fac t t h a t the ir per iod is a be t t er one t h a n t h a t 
ol predecessors , w h o g a v e n o t h i n g , whi le t h e v l ived, t o 
i m p r o v e social cond i t i ons , a n d a t d e a t h res tr ic ted their 
b e q u e s t s t o the ir chi ldren, w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of s o m e 
p i t t a n c e s for a col lage or a hosp i ta l or a church, as a sop 
to a w i f e a or a daughter ' s f oo l i sh f e m i n i n e idea l i sm, or 
as a c o w a r d old m a n ' s bribe to t h e G o d of w h o m his l ife 
h a d been a da i ly denia l . 

Our t i m e is a b e t t e r a n d a wiser t i m e . A n d t he m e n of 
m a n y mi l l ions are m o r e useful in t h a t , s w a y e d unconsc ious ly 
by t h e c h a n g e d wor ld t h o u g h t , t h e y part w i t h a por t ion 
ot the ir acquis i t ions w h i c h t h e y d o n o t n e e d for t h e d o i n g 
ot a general good . 

T h e r e is b o u n d t o bo general r ecogn i t i on b y a n inte l l igent 
peop le t h a t t h e t i m e s h a v e c h a n g e d , and for t h e be t t er 
L here is b o u n d to bo n a t i o n w i d e apprec ia t ion of t h o present 

a n d p o t e n t i a l g o o d of the se wonder fu l e v i d e n c e s of char i ty 
a n d p h i l a n t h r o p y m a n i f e s t in tho g i f t s of £,T> 0 0 0 000 
b y a score of i n d i v i d u a l s in a s ing le year. 

W h y , t h e n , t h e cool , indi f ferent w e l c o m e of th i s tre-
m e n d o u s g e n e r o s i t y b y t h e A m e r i c a n publ i c ' 

Can there be a n y a n s w e r o t h e r t h a n t h a t t h e A m e r i c a n 
people h a v e entered for tho first t i m e a per iod of logical 
t h i n k i n g a b o u t cond i t i ons and a trac ing back from ef fects 
to causes ? Can t h e e x p l a n a t i o n be o ther t h a n t h a t n e w s 
ot t h e b e n e v o l e n t d i s t r ibut ion of a f rac t ion of a hundred 
mi l l ion dol lar for tune n o w a d a y s s t irs first e v e r y inte l l igent 
m a n s t h o u g h t s as t o h o w t h a t f o r t u n e w a s acquired, f n d 
w h e t h e r to lerat ion of t h e e c o n o m i c a n d pol i t ica l wrongs 
t h a t m a d e poss ib le t h e acqu i s i t ion of t h a t for tune , d id 
n o t aid largely m the creat ion of t h e suf fer ing a n d in jus t i ces 
mere s y m p t o m s of which these v a s t b e n e v o l e n c e s n o w are 
lav i shed t o s a l v e and s o o t h e ? 

Carnegies. T o o m a n y are say ing , " W h y s h o u l d w e 
exa l t t h e s e s e l f -appo in ted a lmoners of a n indirect benef i t 
to t h e race, w h e n their power t o g i v e is traceable d irect ly 
to their pirat ical e x p l o i t a t i o n a n d denial of o p p o r t u n i t y 
to their f e l l o w - m e n ? " T o o m a n y th inkers are s a y i n g 
that , whi le g i f t s are g o o d , jus t i ce is be t ter t h a n largesse. 

It is not c lass ha tred ; it is n o t Socia l i s t ic a n t a g o n i s m 
to capi ta l ; no t , assuredly , a n y d e s t r u c t i v e spirit f o u n d e d 
on i n c o m p e t e n c e , t h a t is caus ing mi l l ions of s low, hut 
deep- th ink ing , earnest , to l erant A m e r i c a n s t o see in t h e 
s h a d o w of t h e nob le s t odif ices reared b y t h e g i f t s of t h e 
Rockefe l lers a n d Carnegies, t h e v i s ions which t h e prose 
poet-! H e r b e r t K a u f m a n , to ld a b o u t in t h e Chr i s tmas 
( ' O L L I E R ' S : — 

G o to tho w i n d o w to -n ight a n d look o u t u p o n t h e c i t y , 
y o n d e r whore the barracks of W a n t h u d d l e in t h e s h a d o w s , 
a n d t e n e m e n t s s t a n d bleak aga ins t t h e s k y ; w h e r e 
p i t iable , c o w e d chi ldren of pr ivat ion , wis t fu l a n d w a n , 
v e i n - h u n g r y and hear t -hungry , lie in t h e co ld and 
d r e a m d r e a m s t h a t c a n n e v e r c o m e t r u e — d r e a m s s u c h as 
y o u d r e a m e d back in t h e long ago , g o l d e n d r e a m s 
s p a n g l e d w i t h H o p e , dreams t h a t will lose the ir w a v a n d 
fall , broken-winged , t o earth. 

T h e world is be t t er t h a n it used t o be. T h e Rockefe l l er s 
a n d t h e Carnegies are of bet ter use t o t h e world t h a n the 
m o n e y mas ter s of t h e pas t . A n d their g i f t s are great a n d 
generous . B u t t h e world's n e e d is for such c h a n g e d 
condi t ions t h a t g i f t s of s u c h m a g n i t u d e b y ind iv idua l s shall 
be ne i ther n e e d e d nor possible . Th i s Repub l i c , a t least , 
is n o t ungrate fu l . I t is s imply a w a k e n i n g t o w i s d o m a n d 
en l ightened se l f - interest a n d direct serv ice t o t h e race 
a n d t o true c iv i l i sat ion.—NORTH A M E R I C A N (Ph i lade lph ia 
U .S .A . ) , 6 th J a n u a r y , 1912. 

" S L I D E B A C K A P A N E L OF T H E W I N D O W . " 

and 
t i m e 

T ° ° " J ^ y People are th inking , " W h e r e did t h e y ge t it ' 
id VY h a t did t h e g e t t i n g cost h u m a n i t y ? " 

A ollOAn 4-L^ - * I n . , ~ -t o cheer t h e g e n e r o s i t y of t h e t o spare 
Rockefe l l er s and 

1 w o n d e r w h a t wou ld h a p p e n if during th i s Xma-s, 
those w h o were s i t t ing c o m f o r t a b l y en joy ing the ir X m a s 
dinner, f o u n d a t the he ight of the fes t iva l an invis ib le h a n d 
s l id ing a pane l in t h e wall , and o p e n i n g a w i n d o w and 
s h o w i n g t h e m another househo ld of m e n . w o m e n a n d 
chi ldren l ike themse lve s , no worse s o m e of t h e m , probab ly 
be t t er in all the essent ia ls of character , huddled sh iver ing 
m w r e t c h e d dens. I tel l y o u w h a t wou ld happen . Move-
m e n t w o u l d be frozen in every heart ! T h e consc ience of 
the n a t i o n w o u l d bo roused in a w a y it h a d n e v e r been 
roused b e f o r e . " — L l o y d George, a t Cardiff. 

•" Sl ide back a panel of the w i n d o w " : 
God ! what a picture m e e t s t h e eye ! 

S tarved , sh iver ing h u m a n creatures 
H u d d l e d in a w r e t c h e d s t y . 

T h e m o t h e r crowded w i t h her darl ings 
R o u n d a cold and cheerless h e a r t h — 

D i s e a s e and g l o o m s t a m p e d o n t h e faces 
W hero God in te nde d hea l th and mirth , 

" Sl ide back a panel of t h e w i n d o w " : 
H e a r the heart-s tr icken m o a n ! 

" N o work " for father in t h e m o r n i n g — 
" N o r n o t h i n g he can call his o w n . " 

R i c h harves t s b lossom all around him, 
W e a l t h overf low? to his d o o r — 

B u t t h e laws decree his exc lus ion 
F r o m N a t u r e ' s unl imi ted store. 

" Slide back a panel of t h e w i n d o w , " 
_ S e e h u m a n souls seered a n d s t a i n e d — 
T h e t ide of i n i q u i t y runs qu ick ly 

W h e r e l ight a n d hope are restrained. 
T h e cr ime t h a t m e n regard w i t h horror, 

T h e drink t h e y denounce a n d deplore 
A r e t h e fruits of the s lums a n d t h e s w e a t i n g 

W h i c h our laws infl ict o n t h e poor. 
" Sl ide back a panel of t h e w i n d o w , " 

L e t the l ight of t r u t h sh ine in ; 
G i v e t o each his share in t h e heri tage 

W h i c h is God's gift to e v e r y o n e ; 
T h e n will the s l u m s be deserted, 

T h e n will labour break i ts thrall 
T h e n can w e f eas t w i t h o u t scruple 

Of f a m i n e a t hack of t h e wal l . 
J . D A V I S O N , i n t h e I R I S H W E E K L Y , J a n . 2 0 . 
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THE CRIME OF POVERTY. 

Some four months ago one Reuben Rawlings was 
fortunate enough to get work for a gravel company at 
Hale, near Farnham, Surrey. He had a wife and 
six children—the eldest a girl of fourteen, the youngest 
a baby in arms. Rawlings could get no cottage in the 
neighbourhood, and was driven to house his family in a 
small tent pitched on private ground, for which he paid a 
weekly rent of Is. 6d. out of earnings which during the 
wet winter had averaged not more than 12s. Flow 
should a workman and his wife, with six young mouths 
to feed, lay out the half-sovereign or so that remained '. 
Mr. and Mrs. Rawlings believed that food was the tirst 
necessity, and on food they spent their meagre resources. 
Living in the open air, they judged that soap was a 
luxury, and (the winter being mild) that- to go without 
stockings and underclothing was less of an evil than to 
starve. What happened ? 

Reuben Rawlings and his wife Ellen were summoned 
before the Farnham Bench for neglecting their children. 
The evidence showed that the mother and children 
were dirty, had dishevelled hair, and wore distressingly 
ragged clothes. The mother was clad only in skirt, 
bodice, and a pair of shocking boots. But not one of 
them was verminous, all were described by the pro-
secution as well-nourished, and the doctor testified 
that no organic disease was present in any of the children. 
Surely, then, the Bench of three magistrates acted like 
sensible and humane Englishmen, said something 
pointed about the scandal of a working man's family in 
pleasant Surrey having to camp out in this pitiless 
weather, and complimented Reuben and Ellen Rawlings 
on their success, under these ghastly conditions, not 
only in nourishing a family of six but iri keeping them from 
illness and vermin ? • Not so. The law, said the presiding 
magistrate, laid it down that " people must not subject 
their children to such a state of things as might cause 
them unnecessary suffering." The father must go to 
prison for a month, with hard labour ; the mother to 
prison for a month with her baby. The five other 
children (Elizabeth, aged two years ancl eight months 
crying piteously for her mother) to the workhouse, where 
soap at least is plentiful. And when the family is 
re-united, his Worship hoped, Reuben Rawlings might 
be able to find a house—from which he could set out 
to look for work, with the added recommendation of 
good conduct in gaol.—DAILY NEWS, 10th February. 

The case of the Rawlings family is no isolated 
circumstance. There are many hundreds of families 
in as bad or worse p l ight ; almost every day our 
newspapers contain some evidence of the struggles 
of the poor against starvation and misery. In the D A I L Y 

M A I L of January 24tli we read of an inquest at Battersea 
on a child who died from burns. The father, a window 
cleaner, said he could not afford to buy a fireguard. He 
lived with his wife and three children in two rooms for 
which he paid 6s. a week rent out of wages averaging 
between 8s. 6d. and 13s. 6d. per week! The coroner's 
officer said when he visited the home the parents had only 
two loaves, about two penny-worth of margarine, and -lid. 
They were respectable hard-working people. In the 
M O R N I N G L E A D E R of February 15th we learn of a woman 
working from eight in the morning till seven at night foi-
ls . 5d. a day ! 

The " Labour U n r e s t " which the politicians arc now 
discussing in such a matter-of-fact, debating-class style, 
is but a manifestation of the growing discontent among the 
masses. I t is a sign and a warning. Unless some remedy 
is found for this seething inass of wretchedness there will, 
one day, be an explosion, the results of which will probably 
stagger the politicians. 

There is a remedy for this terrible poverty. It. is 
economic, liberty, and by economic liberty we mean, not 
what was offered by various parties the other day in the 
House of Commons as remedies for "labour unrest"—• 
minimum wage, co-partnership schemes, Tariff Reform, 
" social re form" of the Insurance Act brand and the 
l ike—but the granting to all of equal opportunities. 
This can be secured bv opening the laud—the source of 
all wealth—to all on equal terms. 

COAL MINERS' UNREST. 

T H E T H I R D P A R T Y . 

A N O V E L S U G G E S T I O N . 

In the W E S T M I N S T E R of February 13th, 1912, Mr. 
A. S. Comyas-Carr, of Temple Gardens, Temple, E.G., 
writes as follows :— 

Assuming Sir A. B. Markhani's figures to be correct, 
it appears that of a gross profit of £15,200,000 no less 
than £6,000,000 is absorbed in royalties and other 
payments to landowners. Messrs. Richardson and 
Walbank place the gross profits much higher. While thcy 
are squabbling about the amount the associations for 
whom they speak are preparing to squabble, in a much 
more disastrous manner about the division of the net 
profits of collieries. Neither party appears to think 
of bringing the third, or sleeping, partner into the dis-
cussion. To the business of coal-getting the employers 
contribute the plant, the machinery, the o r g a n i s a t i o n -
labour, the means of labour, and the products of labour ; 
the miners contribute their labour. The landowner 
contributes neither labour nor the means of labour, 
nor the products of labour—merely the. gift of God 
which has comc into his hands, generally by a lucky 
chance. Yet no one suggests that the cost of a rise in 
wages might come out of his share in the spoil. Sir A. B. 
Markham's attitude is apparently one of non possumus, 
the miners wish to put the. burden upon him, you suggest 
that the poor consumer should shoulder it. 

But supposing an arrangement of this character could 
be made, would it not meet the situation ; the minimum 
wage to be conceded, subject to proper safeguards, 
the cost to be met by the employers out of a common 
fund, each colliery company to take the earliest oppor-
tunity of terminating its present leases, to be renewed 
at not more than half the present cost in rents and royal-
ties, the Miners' Federation to undertake that their 
members would refuse to work the mines unless the 
leases were renewed to the existing lessees and on the 
suggested terms. Proper adjustments could then be, 
made in the employers' fund according to the length ol' 
existing leases, and to meet the case of those collieries 
which arc worked by their owners. This is a bargain 
which the Miners' Federation would have every induce-
ment to carry out, for on its completion there would be 
a substantial sum available for an increase both in 
wages and profits, and it is possible that even the poor 
consumer might not be forgotten. 

Surely it would be a pleasing novelty to sec a strike 
with employers and workmen on the same side, and as 
a method of dealing with the land monopoly it would 
be more effective even than the Budget . 

The growing unrest amongst the coal miners is not so 
much " a wage question " as a " condition of life question." 
Still we agree that " it would be a pleasing novelty to see 
a strike," or, better still, a real live radical movement 
for improved conditions of life, " with employers and work-
men on the same side." fighting the common enemy, land 
monopoly. Such a " s tr ike" almost seems to-day well 

B 
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within the field of poss ibi l i ty . To be of any real practical 
value, however , it .should be waged on behalf, no t of the 
coal workers only, b u t of all workers. For the interests 
of all t lie workers are identical , and t h e y can be best 
promoted , not by concentrat ing on the special a d v a n t a g e 
of a n y one section, but in causes that will affect the social, 
economic and industrial condi t ions of t h e m all. Mr. 
Coiiiyiis-Carr's proposals are plausible and a t t r a c t i v e ; 
but the difficulties of carrying t h e m out s e e m t o us even 
greater than those t o - d a y hindering the far more radical 
and ef fect ive measure of the uniform and universal Taxat ion 
ol Land Values . S u c h a measure would secure not a 
m i n i m u m but a m a x i m u m wage ; and cause " each colliery 
owner to take the earliest opportuni ty of t erminat ing its 
present leases," and furthermore to obtain renewals on 
very different terms. Nor would it require " the Miners' 
Federation to undertake that their members would refuse 
to work " unless such terms were fair and verv different 
condi t ions of work and life provided. For under such 
condit ions n o one would consent t o follow the arduous 
business of min ing for coal unless th i s were done. Nor 
would under such condit ions " even the poor consumer 
be forgot ten ," but t o consume he would also have to produce, 
to c o m m a n d services he would also h a v e t o render them. 
Once again we would emphas i se the fact in the Taxat ion 
of Land Values the e f fect ive and p e r m a n e n t so lut ion of the 
labour problem, whether of coal-miners, ra i lwaymen, 
n a v v i e s or clerks, is to be found. 

HERE AND THERE. 

In g i v i n g n o t i c e of t b e Y o r k s h i r e L a n d V a l u e s L e a g u e ' s 
e c o n o m i c classes , t h e K E I G H T J E Y N E W S of F e b r u a r y 3 rd . 
r e f e r r i n g t o Mr . C. H . S m i t h s o n , o n e of t h e l e c t u r e r s , s a y s :— 
" I t is no e x a g g e r a t i o n t h a t Mr . S m i t h s o n h a s e v e r y p o i n t 
in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e s u b j e c t a t h i s f inge r e n d s , whi le h i s 
i n t e r e s t in a n d d e v o t i o n t o t h e c a u s e a r e t e s t i f i ed t o b y t h e 
c o n s i d e r a b l e sacr i f ices of t i m e a n d m o n e y h e h a s m a d e 
oil i t s b e h a l f . T h e r e is 110 m o r e e n t h u s i a s t i c or d e e p l y -
v e r s e d l a n d v a l u e t a x e r in t h i s p a r t of t h e k i n g d o m , a n d 
t b e s y l l a b u s of t h e l e c t u r e s w h i c h h e h a s c o n s e n t e d t o de l i ve r 
a t K e i g h l e y a f f o r d s s o m e s l ight i n d i c a t i o n of t h e i n t e r e s t 
of t h e s u b j e c t a n d t h e e x t e n t of t h e g r o u n d b e p r o p o s e s 
t o c o v e r . " 

* * * 

T h e f o l l o w i n g is t a k e n f r o m t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s 
D e b a t e of 16th F e b r u a r y : — 

V I S C O U N T H E L M S L E Y : " 1 w i sh t o g ive a f e w e x t r a c t s 
f r o m leaf le t s i s sued b y t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e . " 

Mr . L L O Y D G E O R G E : " W h a t C o m m i t t e e ? " 
V I S C O U N T H E L M S L E Y : " T h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e 

T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , a b o d y w h i c h i s sues a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
n u m b e r of leaf le ts , a n d w h i c h co l l eagues of t h e R i g h t H o n . 
G e n t l e m a n s u p p o r t o n p l a t f o r m s . " 

T h e s p e e c h e s de l i ve red b y Mr . ,1. ( ' . W e d g w o o d . M . l \ , 
a n d M r . R. L. O u t h w a i t e , a t a L a n d V a l u e s m e e t i n g , 
held in N e w c a s t l e - u n d e r - L y m e o n D e c e m b e r 19th l a s t , 
h a v e b e e n r e p u b l i s h e d in p a m p h l e t f o r m , u n d e r t h e t i t l e 
" T h e L a n d Q u e s t i o n . " T h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , 11, T o t h i l l S t r e e t . L o n d o n . 
S . W . , will b e p l e a s e d t o f o r w a r d a c o p y t o a n y o n e o n 
r e c e i p t of I d . s t a m p f o r p o s t a g e . 

* * * 

T h e E m i g r a t i o n C o m m i t t e e of t ho C e n t r a l U n e m p l o y e d 
B o d y f o r L o n d o n h a v e r e c e i v e d a t e l e g r a m f r o m Mr . H e r b e r t 
E . E a s t o n , I1011. s e c r e t a r y of t h e S y d n e y b r a n c h of t h e 
Br i t i sh I m m i g r a t i o n L e a g u e of A u s t r a l i a , s t a t i n g t h a t he is 
a u t h o r i s e d t o p a y 011 beha l f of t h e L e a g u e £6 p e r h e a d 
t o w a r d s a s s i s t i n g t h e p a s s a g e m o n e y of 1.000 s ingle m e n 
w h o w o u l d a r r i v e 111 N e w S o u t h W a l e s or in Q u e e n s l a n d 
d u r i n g M a y a n d J u n e n e x t . 

T o - d a y t h e m o s t c rue l g r i e v a n c e of t h e m i n e r in S o u t h 
W a l e s is a s t o n e i t h e r h o u r s n o r wages . I n a l a n d of open 
s p a c e , of hi l ls a n d da l e s , a n d end les s l a n d s c a p e , h i s c o t t a g e 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n is a n i n s u l t . A n d t h e r e wil l b e n o a s s u r e d 
peace u n t i l p r o p e r h o u s i n g , w i t h g a r d e n s a n d o t h e r a m e n i t i e s 
is p r o v i d e d . . . . 

T h e G o v e r n m e n t is, I be l ieve , c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e r e m o v a l 
of b r u t a l i s i n g c o n d i t i o n s in S o u t h W a l e s is u r g e n t l y neces -
s a r y . I t is a t a s k of g r e a t m a g n i t u d e , wh ich o p e n s u p w h a t 
is u n d o u b t e d l y t h e n e x t v i s t a of social r e f o r m . I t is 
s i gn i f i can t t h a t l and v a l u a t i o n is p r o c e e d i n g w i t h a r a p i d i t y 
o n l y l i m i t e d b y t h e n u m b e r of a v a i l a b l e s u r v e y o r s . - D A I L Y 

NEWS' P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o r r e s p o n d e n t , 2 2 n d F e b r u a r y , 1912. 
* * * 

" S a y , ( h o l l y , w h a t ' s this- a h — S i n g l e T a x w e h e a h 
so m u c h a b o u t l a t e ly '! " 

" Rea l ly , old chap, don't y o u k n o w ? There 's a lot 
of bal ly beggars w h o w a n t to change th ings so there will 
bo n o t a x on a n y t h i n g but land. ' 

" O h . I s a y , r ea l ly ! I ' m a w f u l l y g l a d , d o n ' t y o u know . 
I t h o u g h t , t h e y m i g h t w a n t t o t a x b r a i n s or s o m e t h i n g 
of that sort."'— C H I C A G O R E C O R D - H E R A L D . 

* * * 

T b e S ing le T a x , a s e x p o u n d e d b y Mr. H e n r y George , 
i ts f o r e m o s t a d v o c a t e , imp l i e s t h e a b o l i t i o n of all t a x e s 
s a v e a t a x levied o n t h e v a l u e of l a n d . N o t a x w o u l d fal l 
011 b u i l d i n g s or i m p r o v e m e n t s . I t is c l a i m e d f o r sucl i 
t a x a t i o n t h a t it w o u l d d i s p e n s e w i t h a w h o l e a r m y of t a x -
g a t h e r e r s a n d r e m o v e e x i s t i n g b u r d e n s 011 i n d u s t r y a n d 
t h r i f t : t a x e s 011 bouses , m a c h i n e r y , t r a d e , c a p i t a l o r 
s a v i n g s , d e c r e a s e d h o u s e s , m a c h i n e r y a n d t r a d e ; b u t 
t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values , he a r g u e d , cou ld n o t d e c r e a s e 
l a n d . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , i t m a k e s i t m o r e eas i ly a v a i l a b l e , 
s ince o w n e r s w o u l d n o t bold it fo r poss ib l e f u t u r e i nc rea se s 
in p r i c e . - D A I L Y C H R O N I C L E , D e c e m b e r 22nd . 

* * * 

R E Y N O L D S ' S N E W S P A P E R , of F e b r u a r y 25t l i . c o n t a i n s a n 
i n f o r m i n g a r t i c l e 011 " R o y a l t i e s a n d t b e Coal Cr i s i s , " 
b y Mr . C. H . C h o m l e y , j o i n t a u t h o r , w i t h Mr . R . L . Out l i -
w a i t e , of " T h e E s s e n t i a l R e f o r m " ( t o b e o b t a i n e d f r o m 
t h i s off ice, p o s t f r ee , Is . ) . 

* * * 

. T o h a v e b e e n a f a i t h f u l so ld ier in t h e a r m y of 
f r e e d o m , t o h a v e d o n e e v e r so l i t t l e t o b r i n g t h e K i n g d o m 
of G o d u p o n e a r t h , n a y , e v e n to h a v e a t t e m p t e d it w i t h all 
o n e ' s m i g h t , is suf f ic ien t r e w a r d fo r all t b e w o r k , t h e f r e t 
a n d to i l , a n d t h e sacr i f ices t h a t a r e i n v o l v e d in i t . 
If w e c a n b e b u t c e r t a i n t o h a v e d o n e th i s , yet. h a v e we 
n o t l i ved o u r l ives i n v a i n . — F r o m a fa rewel l a d d r e s s b y 
M a x H i r s c h . 

* * * 

Will A t k i n s o n wr i t e s f r o m S e a t t l e ( W a s h . ) , U . S . A . . 
u n d e r d a t e 15tli J a n u a r y : " S i n c e I b o u g h t t h e last 200 
copies of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s L A B O U R Q U E S T I O N , I h a v e 
p r i n t e d h e r e 35 ,000 cop ies of t h a t , 20 ,000 copies of W H A T 
I S T H E S I N G L E T A X , a n d a m p r i n t i n g 50,000 m o r e . W e 
will c a r r y o u r Single T a x a m e n d m e n t 011 M a r c h 5 t h , 1912, 
b y f o u r t o o n e . " 

* $ * 

C o n g r e s s m a n H e n r y George , J r . . w a s t h e s p e a k e r of t h e 
e v e n i n g a t a b ig d o i n g s in a C a n a d i a n c i t y s o m e t i m e ago . 
T b e c h a i r m a n of t h e g a t h e r i n g , in b i s speech of i n t r o d u c -
t ion , l a u d e d b o t h H e n r y George a n d L l o y d George , a n d .said 
t h a t t h e n a m e of George w a s g r e a t t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a n d . 
" It n o w g ives m e g r e a t p l e a s u r e . " lie a d d e d , " t o p resen t 
t o v o n t h e s p e a k e r of t h e e v e n i n g , Mr. L l o y d G e o r g e . " 
T b e a u d i e n c e , k n o w i n g t h a t it w a s n ' t L l o y d G e o r g e a t a l l . 
l a u g h e d u p r o a r i o u s l y , a n d t h e c h a i r m a n looked w o r r i e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e s t of t h e e v e n i n g , t r y i n g t o t h i n k w h a t 
h e ' d s a id . —Fred. C . K e l l y , in C L E V E L A N D P L A I N D E A L E R . 

* => * 

N e w t o n D. B a k e r b e c a m e M a y o r of C l e v e l a n d 011 ( h e 
l s t , t w o y e a r s a f t e r t h e r e t i r e m e n t of f l ic l a t e Torn L. 
J o h n s o n , w h o s e pol ic ies lie h a s u n d e r t a k e n t o rea l i se fo r 
C leve l and . N e w s p a p e r d i s p a t c h e s of t h e l s t s a y : " I f 
T o m L. J o h n s o n , w h o died in Apr i l , 1911, w e r e t o r e t u r n 
to t h e c i t y ba l l w h i c h h e occup ied a s m a y o r , b e w o u l d f ind 
all b i s a p p o i n t e e s in office a g a i n . " — T H E P U B L I C ( J a n u a r y 
5 t h , 1912). 
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Lhere a r e p e o p l e w h o a r e a l w a y s t r y i n g t o f ind s o m e m e a n 
l - e fweeu r i g h t a n d w r o n g - p e o p l e w h o , if t h e y w e r e t o see 
a m a n a b o u t t o b e u n j u s t l y b e h e a d e d , m i g h t ins i s t t h a t t h e 
p r o p e r t h i n g t o d o w o u l d b e t o e h o p ot? h i s f ee t . T h e " a r e 
t h e p e o p l e w h o , b e g i n n i n g t o r ecogn i se t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e 
l a n d q u e s t i o n , p r o p o s e m I r e l a n d or E n g l a n d s u c h m e a s u r e s 
a s j u d i c i a l v a l u a t i o n s of r e n t s a n d p e a s a n t p r o p r i e t o r y , 
of vh*t ? l t o t e s ' " l e ^ e r v a t i o i , t o a c t u a l s e t t l e r s of w h a t is l e f t of t h e p u b h e ) a r K , s . a n d t h ( , | m i i t H t i ( m o f 

e s t a t e s N o t h i n g w h a t e v e r c a n be a c c o m p l i s h e d b y s u c h 
t i m i d , i l logical m e a s u r e s . If we w o u l d c u r e socia l disoiise w e 
m u s t g o to t h e r o o t . — H e n r y G e o r g e i„ S O C I A L P R O B L E M S , 
C h a p t e r X V I I I . 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION. 

W O R D S O F W I S D O M F R O M A N U N K X P E C T E D S O U R C E — • • I t 
is wise t o r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e r e is n o t h i n g s a c r e d about , o u r 
p r e s e n t s y s t e m of l a n d - o w n i n g a n d l a n d - h o l d i n g . " - T I I K 
E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E ( L e a d i n g article., J a n . 6 th , 1012). 

* * * 

Quest ions for " over -popula t ion i s t s " : 
1. W h a t f o o d produc t s c a n be n a m e d w h i c h increase 

less rapid ly t h a n m a n increases in n u m b e r s ? 
2. If n o n e , t h e n h o w c a n all f ood p r o d u c t s i n c r e a s e less 

r a p i d l y t h a n m a n ? 
3. H a s a n y o n e n o t i c e d a lack of f ood on t h e m a r k e t ? 
4. If n o t , t h e n t h e l a n d i n u s e f u r n i s h e s e n o u g h ; w o u l d 

n o t t h e m u c h g r e a t e r a r e a of l a u d he ld o u t of u s e y ie ld 
a v e r y l a r g e s u r p l u s of f o o d ? 

5. W h o h a s a m o r a l r i g h t t o h o l d l a n d o u t of u se ? 
6. W h a t w a s t h e first c o s t of l a n d ? a n d w h a t m a d e i t 

so s c a r c e a n d h igh p r i c e d ? 
— C . F . H U N T in t h e F R E E W O M A N , 11 th J a n u a r y . 

* * * 

In t h e D e c e m b e r n u m b e r of t h e N O R T H W I L T S L I B I R A L 
MONTHLY, t h e M . P . fo r t h e c o n s t i t u e n c y , Mr . H . C. L a m b e r t 
h a s a n a r t i c l e a d v o c a t i n g t h e R a t i n g of S i te V a l u e s a s a 
r e m e d y to r h i g h r e n t s , h i g h r a t e s a n d b a d h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s . 

I h e g r e a t B u d g e t of 1909 . " h e wr i t e s , " m a d e a 
b e g i n n i n g of a r e f o r m w h i c h w e h o p e will e n t i r e l y a l t e r t h i s 
s t a t e of t h i n g s . W h e n t h e v a l u a t i o n of t h e l a n d of t h e 
c o u n t r y is c o m p l e t e d , i t will b e poss ib le f o r t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
to i n t r o d u c e a Bil l g i v i n g t h e Loca l A u t h o r i t i e s p o w e r t o 
d o a w a y w i t h t h e r a t e s a s a t p r e s e n t l e v i e d on t h e i m p r o v e d 
v a l u e , a n d i n s t e a d t o l evy t h e r a t e s on t h e s i t e v a l u e , t h a t is 
t o s a y , on t h e v a l u e of t h e l a n d a p a r t f r o m al l i m p r o v e m e n t s . 

* * * 

P R O G R E S S I N C A N A D A . — I n t h e c u r r e n t n u m b e r of t h e 
S I N G L E T A X R E V I E W , L . S . D i c k e y , w r i t i n g a f t e r a 
s p e c i a l v i s i t , s a y s : — 

I t m a t t e r s n o t w h i c h p a r t y m a y b e in p o w e r in t h e 
n e a r f u t u r e , t h e p r e s e n t P r e m i e r , a n d t h e l e a d e r of t h e 
O p p o s i t i o n , will b e t h e d o m i n a t i n g f a c t o r s i n s h a p i n g 
f u t u r e l eg i s l a t i on for t h i s P r o v i n c e ( t h e P r o v i n c e of 
S a s k a t c h e w a n ) , a n d a s b o t h a r e c o m m i t t e d t o t h e T a x a -
t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s a n d t h e e x e m p t i o n of all f o r m s of 
i n d u s t r y f r o m t a x a t i o n , t h e r e c a n b e l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t 
t h i s g r e a t a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t i o n will s o o n t a k e t h i s a d v a n c e d 
s t e p . 

* * * 

Less t h a n t e n y e a r s a g o t h e B r o a d w a y a n d T h i r t v - f o u r t h 
s t r e e t b i t w a s so ld f o r S375-,000 ; it ha s t r ip led m v a l u e 
m t h a t s h o r t s p a c e of t i m e . A n d so it goes w i t h l and 
v a l u e s t h e c o u n t r y o v e r : it is b u t b e c a u s e a m i l l i o n w a s 
i nvo lved a n d a B r o a d w a y c o r n e r t h a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r sa le 
a p p e a r s so t r e m e n d o u s . — P I O N E E R P R E S S (St . P a u l . M i n n 
16th D e c e m b e r , 1911). 

* * * 

T H E D A W N O F T O - M O R R O W . 
A f lood of l ight b u r s t s t h r o u g h t h e c l o u d s ; 
A n o t h e r clay ! A d e l u g e t h a t d o t h c a u s e 
P r iv i l ege t o c r i n g e a n d t r e m b l e a n d s h r i n k b a c k , 
( ' o w e r i n g i n t o i t s v a u l t s of s t ee l . 
T h e Age of J u s t i c e d a w n s ! 
P a s s i o n s v a n i s h , k i n d n e s s g r o w s apace : 
T h e m i g h t t h a t b u i l t a N a t i o n in a d a y 
D o t h t u r n t o l i f t t h e m a i d e n of t h e s t r e e t . 
T o c o m f o r t w e a r y m o t h e r s , a n d t o s h a r e 
I t s s t r e n g t h w i t h o t h e r , w e a k e r m e n . 
It. is t h e r e i g n of P e a c e . 

H A R R Y W . O L N E Y ( in T H E P U B L I C , J a n u a r y 5 t h . 1912). 

T H E TAXATION OF L A N D V A L U E S AT T H E 

S U R V E Y O R S ' INSTITUTION. 

P A P E R B Y M l i . E D W I N S A V I L L , F . S . I . 

At. t h e o r d i n a r y g e n e r a l m e e t i n g of t h e S u r v e y o r s ' 
I n s t i t u t i o n he ld o n F e b r u a r y 5 t h in L o n d o n , Mr . E d w i n 
Savill ,^ F . S . I . , r ead a p a p e r oil " T h e S ing le T a x Move-
m e n t . " A c c o r d i n g t o t h e E S T A T E S G A Z E T T K of 10th 
r e b r u a r y , Mr . Savi l l sa id : — 

In r e a d i n g a p a p e r on t h e p r o p o s a l s fo r t h e t a x a t i o n of 
l a n d v a l u e s , k n o w n a s t h e S ing le T a x M o v e m e n t , he 
r e g r e t t e d t o s a y t h a t i t w a s n e c e s s a r y t o j u s t i f y h i m s e l f , 
b e c a u s e peop l e , e v e n t h o s e w h o s h o u l d k n o w b e t t e r , w e r e 
inc l ined t o d i s m i s s t h e s u b j e c t a s " a b s u r d , " a n d t h e 
p r o j e c t a s " i m p o s s i b l e . " F o r t h a t p u r p o s e he cou ld not, 
d o b e t t e r t h a n r e a d a few e x t r a c t s f r o m t h e v a r i o u s p a p e r s 
a n d p a m p h l e t s p u b l i s h e d b y t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e for 
t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , w h o b a d b e e n w o r k i n g 
q u i e t l y f o r m a n y y e a r s , b u t w h o n o w , h a v i n g o b t a i n e d a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e fo l lowing , b o t h in a n d o u t of t h e H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s , were b e c o m i n g m u c h m o r e a c t i v e , a n d , en-
c o u r a g e d b y t h e i r t e m p o r a r y succes s , wero w o r k i n g m o r e 
o p e n l y . 

H a v i n g q u o t e d s e v e r a l e x t r a c t s , Mr . Savi l l p u t b e f o r e 
t h e m e m b e r s t h e m e t h o d of r a i s i n g r e v e n u e , a s p r o p o s e d 
b y t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e fo r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , 
t h e o b j e c t s t h e y h a d in v i e w , a n d t h e a d v a n t a g e s w h i c h 
t h e y d e c l a r e d w o u l d fo l low s h o u l d t h e y b e succes s fu l . I n 
d o i n g so h e c o u l d n o t d o b e t t e r t h a n a g a i n q u o t e t h e i r 
o w n w o r d s a n d g i v e e x t r a c t s f r o m t h e i r l i t e r a t u r e . T h e y 
w o u l d t h e n c o n s i d e r , so f a r a s t h e y w e r e a b l e w i t h t h e 
l im i t ed d a t a t o go u p o n , w h a t w o u l d bo t h e a c t u a l r e s u l t s 
of t h e i r p r o p o s a l s . F r o m L A N D V A L U E S , J u l y . 1 9 1 1 : — 
" A t t h e t w e n t y - e i g h t h a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e L e a g u e , on 
J u l y 19 th , t h e f o l l o w i n g i m p o r t a n t r e s o l u t i o n will be 
p r o p o s e d on beha l f of t h e E x e c u t i v e : — ' T h a t t h i s m e e t i n g 
r e s p e c t f u l l y u r g e s t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o c o n t i n u e a n d d e v e l o p 
t h e po l icy i n a u g u r a t e d b y t h e B u d g e t of 1909-10 . b y ( I ) 
h a s t e n i n g t h e c o m p l e t i o n of t h e v a l u a t i o n of all l a n d , a p a r t 
f r o m i m p r o v e m e n t s ; (2) m a k i n g t h a t v a l u a t i o n access ib le 
t o t h e p u b l i c ; (3) e m p o w e r i n g local a u t h o r i t i e s t o l e v y 
r a t e s on t h e b a s i s of tha t , v a l u a t i o n ; (4) l e v y i n g a B u d g e t 
t a x on al l l a n d v a l u e s , t o b e a p p l i e d (a) in p r o v i d i n g a 
n a t i o n a l f u n d t o b e a l l o c a t e d t o w a r d t h e c o s t of s u c h 
se rv i ce s a s e d u c a t i o n , p o o r re l ief , m a i n r o a d s , a s y l u m s , 
a n d pol ice , t h e r e b y r e d u c i n g t h e local r a t e s ; a n d "(b) in 
s u b s t i t u t i o n of t h e d u t i e s o n t e a , s u g a r , cocoa , a n d o t h e r 
a r t i c l e s of f o o d . ' " 

F r o m p a g e 4 of a p a m p h l e t , " H o w t o R e d u c e y o u r 
R a t e s a n d T a x e s " : — " T h e r e is o n l y o n e s t e p w h i c h will 
e n a b l e p e o p l e t o u se t h e i r l a n d a s i t o u g h t t o b e u s e d . 
T h e y m u s t t a k e o v e r f r o m t h e l a n d o w n e r s t h e p o w e r of 
c o n t r o l l i n g t h e l a n d of t h e c o u n t r y . " D i t t o , p a g e 62 : -
" T h e t a x a t i o n of l and v a l u e s , t h e r e f o r e , w o u l d , by t a k i n g 
for p u b l i c u s e t h a t v a l u e w h i c h a t t a c h e s t o land b y r e a s o n 
of t h e g r o w t h a n d i m p r o v e m e n t of t h e c o m m u n i t y , m a k e 
t h e h o l d i n g of l a n d u n p r o f i t a b l e t o t h e m e r e o w n e r , a n d 
p r o f i t a b l e o n l y t o t h e u s e r , " o r , t o p u t it in t h e w o r d s of a 
s p e e c h h e a r d a t o n e of t h e i r m e e t i n g s , " O u r i n t e n t i o n is t o 
t a k e r a t e s off al l b u i l d i n g s a n d all i m p r o v e m e n t s , a n d t o 
p u t t h e m , t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l t a x e s , o n t h e s i t e v a l u e of land 
a l o n e , w i t h t h e o b j e c t of m a k i n g t h e p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p of 
l a n d i m p o s s i b l e . " T h a t m e a n t a s ing le u n i v e r s a l t a x 
u p o n al l l a n d v a l u e s , w h e t h e r c o v e r e d , u n d e v e l o p e d , o r 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d . D o u b t l e s s t h e y w o u l d s a y t h a t t h a t 
m e a n t t h e n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of l a n d p u r e a n d s i m p l e , a n d 
h e d i d n o t t h i n k i t w a s d e n i e d t h a t w a s t h e goa l of t h e i r 
a m b i t i o n ; b u t t h e s u b j e c t of l a n d n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n w a s t o o 
l a rge a o n e fo r h i m t o t o u c h u p o n t h a t n i g h t , h o w e v e r 
s u i t a b l e it m i g h t p r o v e for d i scuss ion a t s o m e f u t u r e m e e t i n g 
of t h e m e m b e r s . S h o r t l y , t h e n , t h e p o l i c y of t h e C o m -
m i t t e e w a s t o s e c u r e a n off icial v a l u a t i o n of all l a n d t h r o u g h -
o u t t h e c o u n t r y , d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t h e " s i t e " o r u n i m p r o v e d 
v a l u e f r o m t h e t o t a l o r i m p r o v e d v a l u e of e a c h h e r e d i t a -
m e n t . T h a t s i t e v a l u e w a s t h e n t o f o r m t h e b a s i s u p o n 
w h i c h all t a x a t i o n , local a n d I m p e r i a l , w a s t o b e a s s e s s e d . 
T h e a d v a n t a g e s c l a i m e d fo r t h e p r o p o s a l w e r e :—(1) T a x a -
t i o n of l a n d v a l u e s , t h e o n l y just, s y s t e m of r a t i n g a n d 
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taxat ion ; (2) the freeing of industry from monopoly ami 
undue burdens of taxat ion ; (3) that it would give relief to 
rural districts, and working agriculturists from the present 
excessive burden of rates and taxes. 

The Economic Aspect. 

The subject clearly was one which must be considered 
from two aspects, tbe political and the economic. On tbe 
former all good citizens should, lie thought, endeavour to 
form an unbiased and judicial opinion, considering carefully 
whether the ownership of land should be looked upon as 
s u b j e c t : to peculiar circumstances, calling for treatment 
different t o other forms of property. Fortunately, perhaps, 
that room was not the place to discuss the ethical side ot 
the problem ; nor would it be illumined by the special and 
technical knowledge of the surveyor, and might, therefore, 
be neglected in their discussion that evening. But the 
economical aspect was different, and he submitted that 
upon that side of the question no class of tho community 
could throw more light or better deserve a hearing than 
those who followed "their profession. Their training had 
lieen directed towards anticipating correctly the influence 
of various factors upon the value of land, and should their 
voice, as a public body, be raised against the practicability 
of the Committee's proposals whatever opinion might be 
hold as to their political disability or the r everse— the 
nation would, he considered, be ill-advised to adopt them 
without the clearest proof that the profession was mistaken, 
and that the proposals were in themselves economically 
sound. Now. while it was not difficult to produce argu-
ments to refute some of the claims wliieli were put forward 
by the Committee, it was not easy to deal wi th their main 
contention that all rates and taxes should be assessed on 
site values without the help of reliable information as to 
the unimproved valuo of the land of the country, which did 
not at present exist . Hero he m u s t admit that lie had 
taken a bold step, and had formed an est imate not without 
much thought and searching into existing figures, of the 
site value o£ all the land in the United Kingdom. Hi s 
est imate amounted to £3,000,000,000, and it should be 
remembered that wi th such colossal figiu-es a hundred 
millions or so either way would make comparatively little 
difference in the result. The proposals put forward by the 
Committee were two in number, a smaller one for immediate 
consumption, and a larger as their ult imate goal. Under 
the first it was proposed to assess on site values all local 
rates, the Government grants in aid thereof, and a further 
siun equal to that now brought into the Imperial revenue 
by the taxes on food, the unit of assessment being the 
United Kingdom in each case :—Local rates, £69,000,000, 
and Government grants £25,000.000—total £94.000,000 : 
food taxes £10,000,000 total £104.000,000. The more 
advanced proposal was that of a single tax for all purposes, 
local and Imperial, to be assessed on site values. The 
amount needed annually for these purposes was about 
£248,000.000. a stun approximating very closely to the total 
rateable value of the United Kingdom, est imated as at 
present on land and buildings. Let them, then, calculate 
what that would mean on his est imate of site value. To 
raise £104,000,000 on an assessment of £3,000,000,000 
would need a rate of about 8d. in the pound, while Is. 8d. 
in the pound would be needed to raise £248.000.000. To 
tbe uninitiated these rates perhaps might not appear 
excessive, just as the undeveloped land duty of J(l. in the 
pound might have caused them to marvel at tbe restraint 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. B u t they bad failed 
to appreciate tbe true inwardness of assessing an annual 
tax upon a capital value. The i d . in the pound, which 
lookod so innocuous, was a tax of that kind, and on a 4 per 
cent, table would be found to equal an income t a x of Is. 0 id. 
Eight pence in tlie pound, then, would equal an income 
tax of 16s. Sd. in the pound, and Is. 8d. an income tax of 
41s. 8d. in the pound. 

£30,000 a Year in a Small Office. 

And now lie should like to consider how far tbe laud 
taxers' statements were justified that taxation of land 
values was the only just sys tem of rating and taxation. 
The result of putting all taxation upon tbe sito value of 
land must necessarily be that only those persons who own 
or use land wo aid pay taxes. Of course, the advocates 
of the tax said that , as everybody must, directly or in-
directly, use land, so everyone would liave to pay their 

share, but there were many instances in which enormous 
profits were made with very little use of land, and of people 
with huge incomes owning no land and living in compara-
tively small houses. Take the case of the big trader who 
had a small office in the City, who would pay very little in 
rates compared with the benefits he received from the 
protection of liis interests by the Army, N a v y , and Police) 
and from other national services. For example, a man 
with, say, £30,000 a year, derived from various interests! 
foreign and home directorates, etc. , occupying a small office 
in the City, and living ill the country in a house with 30 
acres of land rated at £400 a year ; he would now pay in 
direct tuxes and rates £2,425, while under the single tax 
system be would only have to pay about £250 a year. On 
t lie other hand, a m a n who deriv ed a net, income of £30,000 
from an agricultural estate, and who would now pay, say, 
£2,700 a year in taxes and rates, would, under the single 
tax system, be called upon to pay no less than £50.000 a 
year, but against this it was to be presumed that the rates 
now paid by the tenant, say. £6,000 a year, could be 
passed on to them in additional rent. 

If land had not to be revalued, some factories, small 
houses and cottages would occupy larger areas of land, 
and, owing to the low original value of their sites, would 
pay comparatively low taxes, while in other eases the 
converse would obtain, certain sites being burdened with 
taxes so crushing as to make them almost incapable of 
economic use. If, on tbe other hand, land was to be re-
valued, industries would build their workshops and cottages 
on the smallest possible area of land, because they would 
fear the increase in the amount of taxes they would have 
to pay as values increased. That surely would be no 
improvement on the present state of affairs. 

Then as to the argument that rural districts would be 
relieved, and agriculturists freed from the present excessive 
burden of rates and taxes. On that head it only appeared 
necessary to point out that with a rate of 8d. in tlie poiuid 
on the site value, a farm valued at £20 an acre (site value), 
and lot at 20s. an acre, would have to pay 13s. an acre 
taxes, an amount which would be increased to 33s. an acre 
with a rate of Is. 8d. If there was to be a periodic re-
valuation, and with the movement of factories into rural 
districts the value of land rises, it was quite conceivable 
that, although prices of produce might not increase to any 
large extent , the amount of taxes payable on a farm might 
double or quadruple. Cottages would have to pay three 
or four t imes as much in rates as they did now, and the 
housing problem would become even more acute than it 
was at present. 

A Counter Proposal. 

For discussion lie would put before them a suggestion 
which lie hoped might lead to interest being taken in the 
subject, from which good results might follow :—At present 
land and bouse property in the United Kingdom paid 
annually £09,000,000 in rates, and of that sum no less than 
£38.000,000 was paid towards education and other Imperial 
purposes. If that sum of £38,000,000 were taken off local 
rates, it would leave a sum of £31.000,000 to be raised 
locally for such purposes as drainage, parish roads, lighting, 
etc., and the fairest way to raise it would be b y means of 
a rate upon the capital value of land and buildings, or, it 
preferred, upon land alone. Purely agricultural land 
should pay a proportion only, as at present. Under tbat 
system undeveloped land would lie rated upon its capital 
value, and would therefore pay an undeveloped land duty, 
while it would indirectly pay increment value duty , because 
as it increased in value it would pay a higher rate. Tbe 
valuation would have to be very carefully made, but it 
could be carried out very much as it bad been in the past, 
except that a professional valuer should advise the assess-
ment committees. The rate would be a very small amount 
in the pound to provide the sum which was now required 
for local purposes, and the money raised would be for tbe 
direct benefit of the actual community concerned. 

The question arises how to deal with the £38,000,000, 
which was made up by justice, education, hospitals, lunatics, 
police, etc. The total amount of Imperial expenditure was 
£173,000,000; add £38,000,000—total to be raised Imper-
allv £211.000,000. Certain amounts woidd still be received 
as a t present :— Excise £32,000,000, customs on w ines and 
spirits £5.000.000. Post Office (profit) £4,000,000 ; Suez 
Canal shares £1.000.000, old Land Tax £700,000. Crown 
lands £480.000, making a total of £43,180.000, leaving still 
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t o b e raised £168 ,000 .000 . T h e b e s t m e t h o d of f i nd ing 
t h e s u m w a s h a r d l y a m a t t e r w h i c h c a m e w i t h i n t h e i r p r o v -
ince t o c o n s i d e r , b u t t h e r e w a s a s t r o n g a n d r a p i d l y -
i n c r e a s i n g f ee l ing t h a t t h e f a i r e s t w a y w o u l d be b y a 
u n i v e r s a l i n c o m e t a x . a n d a s t h e p e r s o n a l i n c o m e s of tin-
B r i t i s h I s les a m o u n t e d t o a b o u t £2 ,000 ,000 ,000 . t h e t a x 
w o u l d o n l y bo a b o u t I s . 8d . in t h e p o u n d , a n d e v e r y o n e 
u n d e r s u c h a s y s t e m w o u l d p a y a c c o r d i n g t o h i s a b i l i t y . 
A w o r k i n g m a n ' s i n c o m e w o u l d b e c o n s i d e r a b l y less t a x e d 
t h a t i t w a s a t p r e s e n t , a s h e n o w p a y s h i g h r a t e s , t a x e s on 
t e a . s u g a r , cof fee , t o b a c c o , a n d o t h e r neces sa r i e s ; a n d if 
1 be d u t y w e r e t a k e n off b e e r his p o s i t i o n w o u l d b e st i l l 
f u r t h e r i m p r o v e d . I t w o u l d be n e c e s s a r y t o c o n s i d e r 
w h e t h e r t h e i n c o m e t a x s h o u l d , o r s h o u l d n o t , be a g r a d u -
a t e d o n e , b u t t h e l imi t of e x e m p t i o n s w o u l d h a v e (o 
l>e low. 

T H E " T I M E S " ON T H E A G R I C U L T U R A L D E P A R T -

MENTAL COMMITTEE'S R E P O R T . 

T h e TIMES, 2 9 t h J a n u a r y , c o m m e n d s t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s 
" r e v i e w of t h e p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s , " b u t d o u b t w h e t h e r t h e i r 
l eg i s l a t ive r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s will " c a r r y c o n v i c t i o n a s t o t h e 
r e m e d y t b e v s o m e w h a t h e s i t a t i n g l y p r o p o s e . " I t r e v i e w s 
a t s o m e l e n g t h t h e c a u s e s r e s u l t i n g in " a n i n e v i t a b l e 
c h a n g e in t h e a t t i t u d e of t h e l a n d - o w n i n g c lass , d i s p o s i n g 
i t s m e m b e r s t o g e t r id of t h e i r e s t a t e s . " I t s u g g e s t i v e l y 
e m p h a s i s e s t h e f a c t t h a t —" N o longe r c a n t h e l a n d l o r d 
b u y po l i t i ca l p o w e r w i t h h i s l a n d ; h e h a s c e a s e d t o b e t h e 
d o m i n a n t f e a t u r e i n P a r l i a m e n t o r w i t h i n t h e c o u n s e l s of 
his o w n spec ia l p a r t y j e v e n in h i s c o u n t y h i s a u t o m a t i c 
s u p r e m a c y h a s p a s s e d a w a y a l ike on t h e B e n c h ar id in local 
g o v e r n m e n t . . . . " 

" M o r e o v e r , a s t h e C o m m i t t e e i n d i c a t e , t h o u g h p e r h a p s 
w i t h o u t su f f i c i en t s t r e s s , t h e r e is a n o t h e r f a c t o r a t 
w o r k — t h e r e t u r n of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o s p e r i t y . E v e r s ince 
t b e b e g i n n i n g of t h e c e n t u r y a g r i c u l t u r e h a s b e e n r e c o v e r -
ing f r o m t h e p r o f o u n d d e p r e s s i o n w h i c h s e t in d u r i n g 
t h e e a r l y e igh t i e s , a n d 1910 s e e m e d t o m a r k a g e n e r a l 
r e a l i s a t i o n of t h e f a c t t h a t f a r m i n g w a s o n c e m o r e 
p r o s p e r o u s . F a r m s b e g a n t o b e d i f f i cu l t t o o b t a i n ; in 
s o m e ca s e s r e n t s w e r e r a i s e d , a n d t h e r e w a s a m a r k e d 
— w e m i g h t a l m o s t s a y s u d d e n — d e m a n d fo r l a n d , 
w h i c h t h e r e u p o n b e g a n t o b e s a l e a b l e a t p r i c e s u n a t t a i n -
a b l e d u r i n g t h e p r e c e d i n g 30 y e a r s . S m a l l w o n d e r t h a t 
m a n y l a n d o w n e r s , . . . w e l c o m e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 
of a d d i n g t o t h e i r i n c o m e b y t b e sa l e of t h e i r e s t a t e s 
i n s t e a d of a n a t t e m p t t o ra i se t h e r e n t s of t h e s i t t i n g 
t e n a n t s , a n d t h e C o m m i t t e e i n d i c a t e t h a t t h i s w a s d o n e 
f r o m n a t u r a l b u s i n e s s m o t i v e s , w i t h o u t a n y s u g g e s t i o n 
of s c a r e . " 

C o n c e r n i n g t h e R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of t h e C o m m i t t e e it 
s a y s :-— 

" T h o u g h t h e C o m m i t t e e a s a w h o l e e n d o r s e s Sir 
E d w a r d H o l d e n ' s s c h e m e for a L a n d B a n k , i t s e e m s 
t o h a v e v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e d o u b t s w h e t h e r it will r ea l ly 
m e e t t b e case , b e c a u s e of t h e u n w i l l i n g n e s s o r i n a b i l i t y 
of t h e t e n a n t f a r m e r t o f i nd o n e - f i f t h of t b e c a p i t a l a n d 
b e a r t h e c h a r g e of 4 p e r c e n t , o n h i s loan . I t t h e r e f o r e 
p r o c e e d s t o a s o m e w h a t h a l f - h e a r t e d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of 
a f u r t h e r s c h e m e b y w h i c h t h e S t a t e will b u y t h e l a n d 
a n d s t e p e n t i r e l y i n t o t h e p o s i t i o n of t h e p r e s e n t l and -
o w n e r s . " 

B u t , i t s u b s e q u e n t l y a s k s :— 

" If t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s o w n s t a t e m e n t is c o r r e c t t h a t 
l and is a t p r e s e n t le t b e l o w i t s e c o n o m i c v a l u e , b o w c a n i t 
pos s ib ly j u s t i f y i t s a l l e g a t i o n in t h i s c o n n e c t i o n t h a t 
t h e S t a t e , b y b u y i n g in l a rge b l o c k s a n d c h o o s i n g i t s 
t i m e , w o u l d bo a b l e t o a c q u i r e t h e l a n d m u c h c h e a p e r , 
a n d w o u l d e n j o y t h e a d v a n t a g e s of t b e l a rge o w n e r a s 
a g a i n s t t h e s m a l l m a n in cos t of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d 
r e p a i r s ? N o t a l k a b o u t t h e S t a t e ' s c o m m a n d 
of c h e a p c a p i t a l o r t h e e c o n o m y of p u r c h a s e a n d a d m i n i s -
t r a t i o n in b u l k c a n g e t a w a y f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t if a 
f a r m r e n t e d a t £30 a y e a r is w o r t h £1 ,000 in t h e o p e n 
m a r k e t t h e S t a t e will h a v e t o p u t u p t h e r e n t if i t t a k e s 
o v e r t h e b u s i n e s s of l a n d o w n i n g . T h i s s k e t c h y a n d 
i l l - g j o u n d e d p r o p o s a l m a y b e d i s m i s s e d a t o n c e a s l i t t l e 
m o r e t h a n a p i o u s a s p i r a t i o n a f t e r a b e t t e r w o r l d a n d a 
des i r e t o s t a r t u p o n l a n d n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n t i m i d l y u n d e r 

t h e p r e t e n c e t h a t it, c a n b e d o n e c h e a p l y . It is b u t f a i r 
t o s t a t e t h a t s ix m e m b e r s o u t of a n e f f e c t i v e C o m m i t t e e 
of 13 r e c o r d t h e i r d i s sen t f r o m t h e p r o p o s a l . " 

T H E " M A N C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N " ON T H E I M P E R I A L 
AND LOCAL FINANCE D E B A T E IN T H E H O U S E 

H O U S E OF COMMONS.* 
T h e f o l l o w i n g is a n e x t r a c t f r o m t h e s k e t c h of t h e 

M A N C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o r r e s p o n d e n t 
( F e b r u a r y 17 th ) d e a l i n g w i t h t h e d e b a t e in t b e H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s o n t h e a m e n d m e n t t o t h e A d d r e s s in r e p l y 
t o t h e K i n g ' s S p e e c h , l a m e n t i n g t h e a b s e n c e of a n y p r o -
posa l s for t h e r e a d j u s t m e n t of I m p e r i a l a n d Loca l F i n a n c e : 

A f t e r a l l , t h e s u b j e c t w a s t h e l a n d , a n d on t h a t s u b j e c t 
o n e m u s t e x p e c t s o m e d i s p l a y of e l e m e n t a l p a s s i o n . 
N o m i n a l l y , t o b e s u r e , o t h e r q u e s t i o n s w e r e e q u a l l y 
i n v o l v e d , b u t in r e a l i t y t h e d e m a n d of t b e O p p o s i t i o n 
w a s f o r m o r e a g r i c u l t u r a l re l ief . A d a r k s u s p i c i o n 
b r o o d e d in T o r y m i n d s t h a t t h e C o m m i t t e e w h i c h h a s 
b e e n c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i n c i d e n c e of loca l t a x a t i o n m i g h t 
h a v e b e c o m e i n f e c t e d w i t h S ing le T a x t h e o r i e s a n d t h a t 
s i t e v a l u e s w e r e r e c e i v i n g u n d u e c o n s i d e r a t i o n . A s o n e 
w a y o u t of t h e d a n g e r M r . H a y e s F i s h e r p l e a d e d f o r 
i m m e d i a t e a c t i o n , a c t i o n b y w a y of s u b v e n t i o n in other-
w o r d s , a c t i o n w h i c h , b y a n t i c i p a t i n g t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , m i g h t raise* a f r e s h o b s t a c l e in t h e 
p a t h of t h e l a n d t a x e s . Of c o u r s e b i s ease w a s p u t 
in m o r e p l a u s i b l e t e r m s . " I s n o rel ief w h a t e v e r t o t h e 
r a t e p a y e r t o b e g i v e n . " h e c r i e d . " t i l l t h e w h o l e q u e s t i o n 
of s i t e v a l u e s h a s been s e t t l e d ? " F o r h imse l f , Mr . 
F i s h e r c o u l d see n o r e a s o n w h y relief s h o u l d n o t b e 
f o r t h c o m i n g a t once . E v e n t h e t a s k of d e s t r o y i n g 
a n c i e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s , a s lie s a r c a s t i c a l l y p u t i t , need n o t 
be u n r e a s o n a b l y d e l a y e d b y t h i s m o r e b e n e f i c e n t w o r k . 
W h i l e M r . F i s h e r , p r e j u d i c e d b y h i s a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h 
m u n i c i p a l g o v e r n m e n t , w a s f a i n t o a d m i t t h a t s o m e t h i n g 
m i g h t b e s a i d e v e n fo r t h e t a x a t i o n of s i t e v a l u e s 
a l b e i t o n l y in t o w n s — V i s c o u n t H e l m s l e y , on t h e o t h e r 
b a n d , r o u n d l y d e n o u n c e d t h i s s choo l of fiscal t h e o r i s t s 
a s " e v e n m o r e d i s h o n e s t t h a n t h e S o c i a l i s t s , " s ince 
t h e l a t t e r , a s h e c o n f e s s e d , were c a n d i d in t h e i r d e s i g n s 
o n t h e l a n d , w h e r e a s t h e W e d g w o o d i t e s wou ld e m b a r k 
o n t h e s a m e c a r e e r of s p o l i a t i o n u n d e r t b e s p e c i o u s 
m a s k of t h e t a x co l l ec to r . 

S u c h e x c e l l e n t s p o r t w a s s u b s e q u e n t l y e n j o y e d b y 
Mr . W e d g w o o d in p l a y i n g u p t o t h e a l a r m s of h i s c r i t i c s 
t h a t o n e a l m o s t r e g r e t t e d Mr . T J o y d G e o r g e ' s s m i l i n g 
r e f u s a l t o t a k e a b a n d in t b e g a m e — a g a m e so s t i m u l a t i n g 
in i t s b r i s k e r p a s s a g e s t h a t a t o n e t i m e it b a d a c t u a l l y 
b r o u g h t L o r d H e l m s l e y , M r . L o n g , Mr . P r e t y m a n , an i l 
M r . C o u r t h n p e t o t h e i r f e e t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y , all p a n t i n g 
t o c o n f o u n d t h e W e d g w o o d h e r e s y . 

TO B U Y OR NOT TO B U Y . 
R E Y N O L D S , 4tl i F e b r u a r y , c o n t a i n s a long a n d c h a r a c t e r -

i s t ic a r t i c l e oil t h e q u e s t i o n " T o B u y or n o t t o B u y V " 
f r o m t h e p o i n t e d p e n of t h e v e t e r a n j o u r n a l i s t , Mr . M o r r i s o n 
D a v i d s o n . A f t e r r e f e r r i n g t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e 
L a n d N a t i o n a l i s a t i o n S o c i e t y in 1881, b e c o n t i n u e s : — 

" A y e a r o r so a f t e r we s t a r t e d o u r L . N . S . , " Mr . S w i n t o n , 
f i r s t S e c r e t a r y a n d T r e a s u r e r of t h e S o c i e t y , is c a r e f u l 
to note, " Mr. Henry George beiruj then probably in Cali-
fornia, we met with a First Edition of his great and far-
shining work, P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . " 

D i s a g r e e m e n t , h o w e v e r , c a m e i n t o t h e L . N . S . w i t h 
t h e f r e s h l i gh t f r o m t h e F a r W e s t . I n t h e s p r i n g of 
1883 a n u m b e r of m e m b e r s w h o a d v o c a t e d O e o r g e a n 
m e t h o d s of ' t a x i n g o u t ' in p l a c e of ' b u y i n g o u t ' s e c e d e d , 
a n d f o r m e d t h e L a n d R e f o r m U n i o n , w h i c h , in 1884, 
b e c a m e , in t u r n , t h e E n g l i s h L a n d R e s t o r a t i o n L e a g u e 
w i t h so m a n y d o u g h t y w o r k s de fide propaganda t o 
i t s c r e d i t . B u t s t i l l t h e c l e a v a g e is a s w i d e n o w as 
e v e r . . . Mr . H y d e r ' s p a m p h l e t , ' P u b l i c P r o p e r t y 
in L a n d ' ( L a n d N a t i o n a l i s a t i o n S o c i e t y . 432. W e s t 
S t r a n d , 2d . ) is n o t so l i m p i d l y logica l a n d c o n v i n c i n g 
as Dr. Dundas White's recent ' A.B.C. of the Land Question.' 
expounded on severely orthodox G'eorgean lines ; but on 
the audi alteram partem principle it cannot be overlooked, 
* A report of ihis debate will be found in the 8t>bbletncnt 1o (bin 

isstle: 
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w h i l e t h e H y d e r i l l u s t r a t i o n s , d o c t r i n e a p a r t , in thorn-
se lves a f f o r d f o o d f o r s e r i o u s r e f l e c t i o n . . . . 

I n t h i s p a m p h l e t M r . H y d e r s a y s : — 
" I t is e x t r a o r d i n a r y t o f i nd t h e n u m b e r of G e r m a n 

C o m m u n i t i e s t h a t a r e a b l e t o d e f r a y a l l t h e i r loca l 
e x p e n s e s o u t of t h e r e v e n u e of t h e i r o w n l a n d . I n m a n y 
e a s e s a c a s h p a y m e n t is m a d e t o t h e c i t i z e n s a s t h e i r 
s h a r e of t h e C o m m u n a l L a n d V a l u e s . T o r ec e ive a 
b a n k n o t e i n s t e a d of a d e m a n d n o t e w o u l d i n d e e d b e a 
v e r y w e l c o m e c h a n g e f o r o u r o w n p e o p l e , a n d G e r m a n 
e x p e r i e n c e s h o w s t h a t it, is n o U t o p i a n d r e a m . If all 
t h e l a n d w e r e h e l d a s c o m m o n p r o p e r t y i n s t e a d of 
o n l y a, p a r t of i t , t h a t e x p e r i e n c e m i g h t b e o u r s . " 

" M i g h t b e o u r s , " a r g u e s Mr . H y d e r , if , a s in G e r m a n y , 
o u r local a u t h o r i t i e s h a d a f r e e h a n d in l a n d p u r c h a s e . 
I n B r i t a i n h i t h e r t o l a n d h a s h a d t w o v a l u e s , a low o n e 
(or n o n e ) fo r t a x i n g , a n d o n e r u i n o u s l y h i g h f o r b u y i n g ; 
so a s t o r e n d e r a f r e e h a n d r a t h e r a b a n e t h a n a b less ing . 
B u t al l t h a t will c e r t a i n l y b e c h a n g e d b y t h e g r a n d 
N a t i o n a l V a l u a t i o n n o w in p r o c e s s , t h e b i t t e r a n t a g o n i s m 
t o w h i c h b y t h e l a n d l o r d s is, p e r a d v e n t u r e , n o t less 
o w i n g t o t h e i r d r e a d of p u b l i c p u r c h a s e a t t a x a b l e v a l u e 
t ban t o t h e i r d i s l i ke t o t h e t a x e s t h e m s e l v e s . 

H o w T O P A Y F O R T H E L A N D ? 

N o t h i n g s i m p l e r , s a y s t h e L . N . S . N o c a s h , n o 
l o a n , is n e e d e d . W h a t of t h e I r i s h L a n d P u r c h a s e A c t 
(1903) w i t h i t s co lo s sa l g u a r a n t e e d L a n d S t o c k ; w h a t 
of t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n W a t e r B o a r d S t o c k ; a n d w h a t of 
t h e P o r t of L o n d o n S t o c k ? I t is c e r t a i n t h e p e o p l e can 
b u y u p e v e r y r o o d of B r i t i s h soil , v o l u n t a r i l y o r c o m p u l -
so r i l y , if i t so chooses . B u t o u g h t i t so t o c h o o s e ? T h e 
l e a d i n g S ing le T a x e r s of A m e r i c a h a v e b e e n w e i g h i n g 
t h e H y d e r c o n t e n t i o n s a d v e r s e l y , a s w a s t o b e e x p e c t e d ; 
b u t t h e v e t e r a n G e o r g e a n p u b l i c i s t , L o u i s F . P o s t , is 
t h e m o s t j u d i c i a l : — 

" If Mr. H y d e r k n o w s of a n y m u n i c i p a l i t y o r n a t i o n 
w h e r e t h e p u r c h a s e m e t h o d w o u l d b e m o r e r e a d i l y 
a c c e p t a b l e t o b e g i n w i t h , t h a n t h e S ing le T a x , I sha l l 
h a v e n o q u a r r e l w i t h e f f o r t s t o i n d u c e t h a t m u n i c i p a l i t y 
o r n a t i o n t o a d o p t i t . But I k n o w n o so s u c h p l a c e . 
I d o u b t if i t w o u l d b e pos s ib l e e v e n in E n g l a n d . " 

A n d so s a y I . 

It m a y be said t h a t t h e grea t upris ing of 1900 m a d e 
Mr. L l o y d George. I t c er ta in ly g a v e h i m his o p p o r t u n i t y . 
I t f o r e s h a d o w e d v a s t c h a n g e s in the S t a t e ; but it w a s 
formless , a v a g u e revo l t a g a i n s t e x i s t i n g condi t ions . It 
was for t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o g i v e d i rec t ion a n d shape t,o t h a t 
revol t . If it, could n o t do so t h e n Libera l i sm had fai led 
a n d Protec t ion would be the m o u l d i n t o w h i c h the fu ture 
would run. F o r three years i t s e e m e d t h a t t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 
had b e e n lost. I t is true t h a t great t h i n g s were a c c o m -
pl ished. S o u t h Afr ica w a s f o u n d e d a n d Old A g e P e n s i o n s 
were granted . B u t we h a d o p e n e d up no n e w horizons. 
We were still in t h e o ld prison a n d t h e Lords held the k e y -
of t h e gate . T h e c o u n t r y was t u r n i n g a g a i n s t us. We 
were beg inn ing t o ca l cu la te w h e n t h e e l ec t ion w o u l d c o m e 
a n d b y h o w m u c h we s h o u l d lose. Mr. Chamberla in h a d 
m a d e his hid. For t h e m o m e n t he h a d fai led, but. if his 
bid r e m a i n e d w i t h o u t cha l lenge , if we cou ld offer no a l terna-
t i v e po l i cy , t h e n his v i c t o r y w a s assured. I t w a s t h e 
m o m e n t for a great a d v e n t u r e . If t h e Liberal party w a s 
to s a v e i ts life it m u s t be r e a d y t o lose i t a n d with t h e 
ins t inc t of the great s t ra teg i s t Mr. L l o y d George se ized on 
the vu lnerab le point in t h e e n e m y ' s de fences a n d s taked 
e v e r y t h i n g o n t h e t h r o w . H e a t t a c k e d t h e l and m o n o p o l y . 
It w a s a bold s troke . I t brought, h i m i n t o confl ict w i t h 
power fu l in teres ts in his own p a r t y . A formidable c a v e 
of Liberal landed m a g n a t e s t h r e a t e n e d him. Journal i s t i c 
f a i n t h e a r t s appea led t o h i m t o w i t h d r a w t h e land c lauses 
of his B u d g e t . " If t h e y go I g o , " w a s his a t t i t u d e . A n d 
the P r i m e Minister s t o o d b y h i m like a rock. T h e t r iumph 
was c o m p l e t e . The Liberal c a u s e was rehabi l i ta ted , the 
land m o n o p o l y rece ived its first check a n d out of the 
s truggle c a m e t h e d e f e a t of the H o u s e of Lords —DAILY 
NKWS ; 1 6 t h D e c e m b e r , 1911 : 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INTERESTS. 

L a n d V a l u e s Daily R i s e in W e s t L o n d o n . 

D u r i n g a n a r b i t r a t i o n ease h e l d on 2 9 t h J a n u a r y , a t t h e 
S u r v e y o r s ' I n s t i t u t i o n t o d e t e r m i n e t h e v a l u e of c e r t a i n l a n d 
m G r e a t M a r l b o r o u g h S t r e e t , w h i c h t h e r e c e i v e r of t h e 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Po l i ce F o r c e h a s a c q u i r e d fo r t h e e x t e n s i o n 
of t h e M a r l b o r o u g h S t r e e t Po l i ce C o u r t a n d off ices , s o m e 
i n t e r e s t i n g e v i d e n c e w a s g i v e n c o n c e r n i n g t h e r i s e of l a n d 
v a l u e s in t h e W e s t E n d of L o n d o n . 

Mr . B a l f o u r B r o w n e , f o r t h e o w n e r of t h e l a n d , M r . H . J . 
L l w e s , s a i d t h e p r o p e r t y w a s a s t r i p of l a n d a l o n g G r e a t 
M a r l b o r o u g h S t r e e t , w h i c h b a c k e d i n t o R a m i l i e s S t r e e t . 
It w a s let on a l ease of 35 y e a r s f r o m M a r c h , 1900, a t a 
r e n t a l of £206 , a n d t h e v a l u e of t h e l ease t h e y p u t d o w n at 
£3 ,238 , at, a 15J y e a r s ' p u r c h a s e . 

A s t o t h e p r i c e of t h e r eve r s ion of t h e s i t e ( w h i c h h a d 
a n a g r e e d a r e a of 4 ,192 f t , ) , w i t n e s s e s w o u l d te l l t h e m 
t h a t l a n d i n tha t , d i s t r i c t w a s w o r t h £5 p e r f o o t , w h i c h 
b ™ " g h t t h e t o t a l u p t o £20,960. T o t h a t a m o u n t t h e v h a d 
a d d e d a s a l u m p s u m f o r spec ia l a d a p t a b i l i t y £2 .096 , w h i c h 
m a d e t h e t o t a l v a l u e in pos se s s ion of £23 ,056 . T h e y h a d 
d e f e r r e d t h a t f o r 2 3 [ y e a r s a t 3 p e r c e n t . , a n d , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t h e u s u a l 10 p e r c e n t , a d d i t i o n f o r c o m p u l s o r y p u r c h a s e — 
m i n u s a f e w d e d u c t i o n s — t h e t o t a l v a l u e a t p r e s e n t w o u l d 
b e £15 ,055 . ^ 

" I k n o w of n o d i s t r i c t , " sa id M r . G . W . H u t t e r , e s t a t e 
a g e n t , g i v i n g e v i d e n c e , " w h e r e p r o p e r t y is i n c r e a s i n g so 
r a p i d l y in v a l u e ; in f a c t , t h e r e is a d a i l y i n c r e a s e . " H e 
e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e e n h a n c e d p r i ce s w e r e d u e t o t h e con-
t i n u a l e x t e n s i o n of R e g e n t a n d O x f o r d S t r e e t firms, w h i c h 
w e r e ob l iged t o g e t a s m u c h a d d i t i o n a l a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
a s t h e y c o u l d in t h e i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y of t h e i r s h o p s , a n d 
t o t h e fact, t h a t so f t g o o d s " h o u s e s " w e r e ob l iged t o h a v e 
t h e i r p r e m i s e s n e a r t o t h o s e g r e a t e m p o r i u m s , w h i c h w e r e 
t h e i r p r i n c i p a l c u s t o m e r s . 

Mr . J a m e s B o y d o n , e s t a t e a g e n t , g a v e i n s t a n c e s of w h e r e 
l a n d in t h e i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y h a d so ld f o r a s m u c h as 
£6 8s. 6d . p e r f o o t . 

O n beha l f of t h e P o l i c e R e c e i v e r , Mr. A . L . H y d e , su r -
v e y o r , s a i d t h a t in his o p i n i o n t h e p r i ce a s k e d w a s t o o 
h i g h . H e c e r t a i n l y d i d n o t a g r e e w i t h t h e £ 5 p e r foot 
v a l u a t i o n , a n d sa id h e w o u l d accept , a £4 p e r foo t v a l u a t i o n 
f o r a p a r t of t h e f r o n t a g e , a n d a £2 p e r foo t v a l u a t i o n f o r 
t h e r e m a i n d e r . H i s v a l u a t i o n w a s £8 .502 . 

T h e a w a r d will be p u b l i s h e d l a t e r . 

T h e Si te of A u s t r a l i a n G o v e r n m e n t ' s Offices in Aldwych . 
^ T h e I m p r o v e m e n t s C o m m i t t e e of t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y 

Counc i l r e p o r t e d oil J a n u a r y 3 0 t h t h a t t e r m s h a d b e e n 
a r r a n g e d b e t w e e n t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h G o v e r n m e n t , a n d t h e 
L o n d o n C o u n t y Counc i l f o r t h e p u r c h a s e of t h e f r eeho ld 
of t h e e a s t e r n p o r t i o n of t h e A l d w y c h s i te , b e t w e e n t h e 
S t r a n d , A l d w y c h a n d M e l b o u r n e ' P l a c e , f o r £379 .756 . 
T h i s figure is a l i t t l e in a d v a n c e of t h a t p u b l i s h e d in t h e 
P r e s s ea r l i e r (see o u r J a n u a r y i s sue , p . 194). b u t e v i d e n t l y 
i n c l u d e s t h e p r i c e of t h e c o r n e r of t h e s i t e a t p r e s e n t le t t o 
t h e V i c t o r i a n G o v e r n m e n t a t a g r o u n d r e n t of £874 a y e a r . 
T h e t o t a l a r e a of t h e s i t e is 24 ,326 f ee t , m a k i n g t h e p u r c h a s e 
p r i c e a t t h e r a t e of j u s t o v e r £ 6 8 0 , 0 0 0 p e r a c r e . 

" M i n u s " Si te Va lues . 
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e G L A S G O W H E R A L D of 3rcl F e b r u a r y , a n 

a p p e a l w h i c h f o r t he first t i m e r a i se s a po in t of c o n s i d e r a b l e 
i m p o r t a n c e u n d e r t h e F i n a n c e A c t , 1910. viz . , a s t o t h e 
v a l i d i t y of r e c o r d i n g " m i n u s " a s s e s s a b l e s i t e v a l u e s in 
v a l u a t i o n s of p r o p e r t y b y t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s of I n l a n d 
R e v e n u e u n d e r t h e p r o v i s i o n s of S e c t i o n 25 of t h e A c t . 
w a s r e c e n t l y t a k e n b y t h o t r u s t e e s of t h e d e c e a s e d Mr. 
G e o r g e H e r b e r t . T h e a p p e a l w a s d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t t h e 
e n t r y in a p r o v i s i o n a l v a l u a t i o n of c e r t a i n t e n e m e n t s in 
G l a s g o w b e l o n g i n g t o t h e a p p e l l a n t s a s h a v i n g a n a s s e s s a b l e 
s i t e v a l u e of " m i n u s £ 5 4 5 . " T h e o t h e r f igu res in t h e 
v a l u a t i o n w e r e u n c h a l l e n g e d . 

T h e r e f e r e e u p h e l d t h e v a l u a t i o n of m i n u s £545 . s i t e 
v a l u e , a n d in t h e e v e n t of a c o u r t of l aw d e c i d i n g t h a t a 
" m i n u s " s i t e v a l u e is illegal u n d e r t h e A c t . a l t e r n a t e l y 
fixed t h e s i t e v a l u e a t " n i l . " 

T h e figures of t h e p r o v i s i o n a l v a l u a t i o n ag reed on a r e a s 
fo l lows :— 

G r o s s vali•«< : ; ; . ; , . . „ £4 ,828 
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D e d u c t i o n s f r o m gross v a l u e — 
2. D i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n g ro s s v a l u e a n d v a l u e of 

t h e f ee s i m p l e of t h e l a n d d i v e s t e d of b u i l d i n g s , 
t r e e s , e t c . . . . . . . . . . . 4 ,320 

3. F e u - d u t y , g r o u n d a n n u a l , o r t a c k - d u t y . . 1.053 
Or ig ina l f u l l s i t e v a l u e . . . . . . . . 508 
O r i g i n a l t o t a l v a l u e . . . . . . . . 3 ,775 
T h e s e figures b e i n g a d m i t t e d , i t s e e m s t o t h e r e f e r e e t h a t 

h i s d u t y u n d e r t h e A c t is c lear a n d u n a m b i g u o u s . B y 
Sec t i on 25 , S u b - s e c t i o n 4, t h e " a s se s sab l e s i t e v a l u e " of 
l a n d m e a n s t h e t o t a l v a l u e a f t e r d e d u c t i n g (a) " t h e s a m e 
a m o u n t a s is t o b e d e d u c t e d fo r t h e p u r p o s e of a r r i v i n g a t 
t h e fu l l s i t e v a l u e f r o m gross v a l u e . " A p p l y i n g t h e s e 
figures in t h i s case :— 

Or ig ina l t o t a l v a l u e . . . . . . . . £3 .775 
D e d u c t a m o u n t t o b e d e d u c t e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e of 

a r r i v i n g a t ful l s i t e v a l u e f r o m gross v a l u e . . 4 .320 
Leaves a n o r ig ina l a s se s sab l e s i t e v a l u e of m i n u s 545 

T h e N e e d for Va lua t ion in D u r h a m . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e Y O R K S H I R E P O S T of 9 t h F e b r u a r y , 
Mr . J . A . O r n s b y , A c t i n g U n d e r Sher i f f , a n d a spec ia l 
j u r y , s a t a t D u r h a m , on t h e 8 t h F e b r u a r y , t o d e t e r m i n e 
t h e a m o u n t t o b e p a i d b y t h e N o r t h - E a s t e r n R a i l w a y C o m -
p a n y t o M r . A n t h o n y W i l k i n s o n , of S h e r a t o n H a l l , C a s t l e 
E d e n , f o r 2 r o o d s 28 p e r c h e s of l a n d a d j o i n i n g T h o r n l e y 
S t a t i o n , a n d r e q u i r e d b y t h e c o m p a n y . Mr . W i l k i n s o n 
v a l u e d t h e l a n d a t s o m e t h i n g l ike £500. A n i n q u i r y h a d 
b e e n h e l d , a n d a n a w a r d of £67 10s. r e f u s e d b y Mr . 
W i l k i n s o n . A f t e r h e a r i n g e v i d e n c e o n b o t h s ides , t h e 
j u r y a s s e s s e d t h e v a l u e of t h e l a n d a t £50. 

£ 5 Char i ty n o w wor th ^300 a Year. 
T h e e n o r m o u s a d v a n c e in t h e v a l u e of l a n d in W e s t H a m 

lias p r o v e d a s o u r c e of e m b a r r a s s m e n t t o a c h a r i t y ill t h a t 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d , a n d y e s t e r d a y Mr . J u s t i c e P a r k e r , in t h e 
C h a n c e r y d i v i s i o n , w a s a s k e d t o d e c i d e w h e t h e r t h e c h a r i t y ' s 
s u r p l u s s h o u l d b e d e v o t e d t o w a r d s t h e p r o v i s i o n of f ood or 
t h e o l o g y . H e d e c i d e d f o r t h e o l o g y . 

I11 1580, d u r i n g t h e r e ign of Q u e e n E l i z a b e t h , o n e A v e n o n 
b e q u e a t h e d t o t r u s t e e s a s m a l l p lo t of l a n d a t P l a i s t o w 
u p o n t r u s t t o p r o v i d e a s u m of £5 4s. a y e a r f o r s u p p l y i n g 
t h e p o o r of t h e p a r i s h w i t h 24 p e n n y l o a v e s a w e e k , a n y 
b a l a n c e t o b e d e v o t e d t o t h e p r e a c h i n g of a s e r m o n in t h e 
p a r i s h c h u r c h . T h e v a l u e of l a n d in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
h a s g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d t h e b a l a n c e of t h e f u n d , w h i c h is n o w 
o v e r £ 3 0 0 a y e a r . 

U n d e r t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e q u e s t i o n a r o s e w h e t h e r 
t h a t b a l a n c e s h o u l d b e a p p l i e d f o r ecc les i a s t i ca l o r e l eemo-
s y n a r y p u r p o s e s . H i t h e r t o i t h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d b y t h e 
Vicar of W e s t H a m ( C a n o n Pe l ly ) a n d a p p l i e d f o r ecclesi-
a s t i c a l p u r p o s e s . 

T h e o v e r s e e r s y e s t e r d a y c o n t e n d e d t h a t t h e p r e d o m i n a -
t i n g o b j e c t of t h e c h a r i t y w a s e l e e m o s y n a r y , a n d t h a t t h e 
s u r p l u s s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e b e a p p l i e d t o e l e e m o s y n a r y 
p u r p o s e s . 

H i s l o r d s h i p , h o w e v e r , t o o k t h e c o n t r a r y v i ew . I t w a s 
q u i t e c l e a r , h e s a id , t h a t t h e t e s t a t o r c o n t e m p l a t e d t h a t t h e 
g i f t f o r t h e s e r m o n s h o u l d b e a fluctuating s u m , w h e r e a s t h e 
g i f t f o r t h e l o a v e s w a s a fixed s u m . T h e g i f t fo r t h e s e r m o n 
w a s c a p a b l e of i nc r ea se o r d e c r e a s e , w h e r e a s t h e g i f t f o r t h e 
l o a v e s w a s n o t . T h e r e w o u l d , h o w e v e r , h a v e t o b e a s c h e m e 
f o r t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e f u n d , a n d fo r t h a t p u r p o s e t h e 
m a t t e r w o u l d be. r e f e r r e d t o C h a m b e r s . — D A I L Y C H R O N I C L E , 
23rd J a n u a r y , 1911. 

W a g e s in t he Box m a k i n g T r a d e . 
T h e Off ice of T r a d e B o a r d s last n i g h t i s sued a n o t i c e 

u n d e r t h e T r a d e B o a r d s A c t , 1909, s e t t i n g f o r t h t h e 
minimum r a t e s of w a g e s f i x e d t o c o m e i n t o f o r c e on M a r c h 
11th . T h e r a t e s a p p l y t o f e m a l e w o r k e r s e n g a g e d in t h e 
t r a d e of m a k i n g b o x e s , o r p a r t s t h e r e o f , w h o l l y o r p a r t i a l l y 
of p a p e r , c a r d b o a r d , c h i p , a n d s i m i l a r m a t e r i a l . T h e t i m e 
r a t e of w a g e s f o r s u c h w o r k e r s , b o t h in a f a c t o r y o r w o r k s h o p 
or fo r h o m e w o r k e r s , is fixed a t 3d . p e r h o u r . T h e r e is 
a lso a list of r a t e s a p p l i c a b l e t o l e a r n e r s , in w h i c h c h i l d r e n 
of 14 y e a r s of age r ece ive 4s. p e r w e e k a n d t h e n r ise t o 
4s. 6d . a n d b y s t a g e s t o 10s. 6d . L e a r n e r s of 15 a n d u n d e r 
17 beg in a t 4s. 6d. p e r w e e k a n d t h o s e of 17 o r u n d e r 20 a t 
5s. T h e r a t e s fo r l e a r n e r s o v e r 20 y e a r s of a g e a r e — 
first t h r e e m o n t h s , 6s. ; s e c o n d , 7s. 6d . ; t h i r d , 9s. ; a n d 
f o u r t h t h r e e m o n t h s , 10s. 6d . p e r w e e k . T h e r a t e s a r e 
b a s e d on a w e e k of 52 hour s .—TIMES. 21s t F e b r u a r y . 

N e w York Site Va lue R e c o r d £y,200,000 an Acre. 

A c c o r d i n g t o a N e w Y o r k c o r r e s p o n d e n t , a n e w r e c o r d 
h a s b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d f o r r e a l e s t a t e in t h a t c i t y b y t h e sale 
f o r £200 ,000 of a p l o t of g r o u n d " l e s s t h a n 1,200 feet 
s q u a r e " — w e p r e s u m e t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n t m e a n s con-
t a i n i n g less t h a n t w e l v e h u n d r e d s q u a r e f e e t , a s h e m e n t i o n s 
t h a t i t is less t h a n half t h e size of a r e g u l a r c i t y lo t . t h e 
p r i c e w o r k i n g o u t a t £1 3s. p e r s q u a r e i n c h [over £7 .200 ,000 
p e r ac re—-Ed . L .V . I . T h e p l o t is a t t h e c o r n e r of B r o a d w a y 
a n d T h i r t y - f o u r t h S t r e e t , a d j o i n i n g R . H . M a c y ' s f a m o u s 
d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e . T h e r e is n o w a s i x - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g 011 
t h e g r o u n d w h i c h t h e M a c y C o m p a n y long l ias d e s i r e d t o 
p u r c h a s e , a s i t p r o h i b i t s t h e d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e f r o m e x t e n d -
ing t o t h e m o s t v a l u a b l e c o r n e r of i t s o w n p lo t , b u t t h e 
p r i c e d e m a n d e d w a s t h o u g h t excess ive . T h e l and h a s n o w 
p a s s e d i n t o t h e h a n d s of a c o m p a n y , w h i c h will e r e c t a n e w 
b u i l d i n g , w i t h n o v e l f e a t u r e s fo r l e t t i n g t h e roof a n d s ides 
of t h e s t r u c t u r e f o r i l l u m i n a t e d s ign a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . T e n 
y e a r s a g o t h e plot, w a s so ld f o r £75 .000 , a n d t w o y e a r s l a t e r 
it, w a s so ld a g a i n fo r £100 ,000 . T h e p r e s e n t a n n u a l r e n t a l 
v a l u e of t h e s i x - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g on t h e g r o u n d is £12 ,000 , of 
w h i c h £8 ,000 is p a i d b y a r e t a i l t o b a c c o firm fo r t h e g r o u n d 
f loor . P r e v i o u s t o t h e n e w r e c o r d of 23s. p e r s q u a r e i n c h , 
t h e m o s t v a l u a b l e p r o p e r t y in N e w Y o r k e v e r so ld w a s 
t h e n o r t h - w e s t c o r n e r of W a l l a n d N a s s a u S t r e e t s , o p p o s i t e 
t h e off ices of Mr . J . P i e r p o n t M o r g a n . I t c h a n g e d h a n d s 
t w o y e a r s a g o a t t h e r a t e of 22s. p e r s q u a r e inch . T h e 
r e c o r d s u p e r s e d e d b y t h e W a l l a n d N a s s a u S t r e e t s sa le 
w a s 17s. p e r s q u a r e i n c h p a i d fo r a l o t a t t h e c o r n e r of W a l l 
S t r e e t a n d B r o a d w a y . - E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E , D e c e m b e r 3 0 t h , 
1911. 

D e l h i L a n d V a l u e s . 

I n r e p l y t o Mr . W e d g w o o d ( N e w c a s t l e - u n d e r - L y m e , 
Min . ) a n d Mr . N e w m a n ( M i d d l e s e x , E n f i e l d , O p p . ) , h i t h e 
H o u s e of C o m m o n s 011 2 0 t h F e b r u a r y , 

Mr . M O N T A G U sa id : I t w a s n o t p r a c t i c a b l e t o a c q u i r e 
l a n d f o r t h e n e w c a p i t a l a t D e l h i 111 a n t i c i p a t i o n of t h e 
D u r b a r a n n o u n c e m e n t ; b u t i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e 
a n n o u n c e m e n t a n o t i f i c a t i o n u n d e r t h e I n d i a n L a n d 
A c q u i s i t i o n A c t w a s i s sued , n o t i f y i n g t h e i n t e n t i o n of t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t t o a c q u i r e c o m p u l s o r i l y l a n d s t o t h e a g g r e g a t e 
a m o u n t of about , 180 s q u a r e m i l e s in t h e v i c i n i t y of t h e 
p r e s e n t c i t y of D e l h i . T h o A c t e n a b l e s t h e S t a t e t o p u r c h a s e 
l a n d s so no t i f i ed a t a p r i c e b a s e d on t h e m a r k e t , v a l u e a t t h e 
d a t e of t h e n o t i f i c a t i o n , w i t h r e a s o n a b l e c o m p e n s a t i o n fo r 
s e v e r a n c e a n d f o r c o m p u l s o r y d i s p o s s e s s i o n ; b u t in s e t t l i n g 
t h e c o m p e n s a t i o n t h e C o u r t s m a y n o t t a k e a c c o u n t of a n y 
p r o s p e c t i v e i n c r e a s e of v a l u e . I n v i e w of t h e s e p r o v i s i o n s 
a n d of t h e l a rge a r e a n o t i f i e d f o r a c q u i s i t i o n , t h e I n d i a n 
G o v e r n m e n t h o p e t o s e c u r e a s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t of t h e 
i n c r e m e n t v a l u e r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e t r a n s f e r ot' t h e c a p i t a l . 
S i m i l a r p r o c e e d i n g s t o a c q u i r e l a n d f o r a G o v e r n m e n t 
H o u s e a n d fo r off ices h a v e b e e n t a k e n in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
of I J a t n a . T h e r e a r e n o p a p e r s 011 t h e s u b j e c t t o p r e s e n t . 

Mr . W E D G W O O D i n q u i r e d w h e t h e r t h e p r i c e of t h e l and 
011 t h e d a t e of t h e d e c l a r a t i o n m e a n t b e f o r e t h e d e c l a r a t i o n 
w a s m a d e or i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d s . 

Mr . M O N ' I ' A G U : T h e m a r k e t p r i c e m e a n s t h e v a l u e of t h e 
l a n d w h e n t h e n o t i f i c a t i o n w a s m a d e . T t h i n k it w a s 
m a d e t h e s a m e d a y as t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t w a s m a d e at. 
D e l h i . 

Mr . W E D G W O O D : B e f o r e o r a f t e r t h e c h a n g e of c i r c u m -
s t a n c e s a r o s e ? 

Mr . M O N T A G U : O n t h e s a m e d a y o r t h e d a y a f t e r t h e 
c h a n g e a r o s e . 

f n r e p l y t o a n o t h e r q u e s t i o n p u t b y M r . N e w m a n , 
Mr . M O N T A G U sa id : T h e l and h a s b e e n a c q u i r e d b y t h e 

S t a t e a t t h e v a l u e w h i c h i t h a d w h e n t h e t r a n s f e r w a s 
m a d e ; t h e r e f o r e , a n y i n c r e a s e in t h e v a l u e of t h e l a n d 
will a c c r u e t o t h e S t a t e . 

All r ea l w e a l t h is t h e r e s u l t of l a b o u r exe rc i sed u p o n 
m a t e r i a l f u r n i s h e d b y t h e e a r t h , o r 011 t h e m a t t e r of t h e 
e a r t h i t se l f . S o m e b o d y ' s l a b o u r h a s m a d e i t : s o m e b o d y ' s 
skill a n d to i l h a s g o n e t o t h e m a k i n g of i t . S p u r i o u s 
w e a l t h , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , is n o t t h e r e s u l t of a n y l a b o u r . 
I t a r i ses f r o m a l eg i s l a t ive e n a c t m e n t e m p o w e r i n g s o m e 
m e n t o a p p r o p r i a t e w e a l t h m a d e b y o t h e r s , w i t h o u t 
r e n d e r i n g a n y s e rv i ce in r e t u r n . - — H o w W E A L T H A C C U M U -
L A T E S A N D M E N D E C A Y . — M A X H I R S C H . 
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N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 

T H E P U B L I C MEETINGS CAMPAIGN. 

As wi l l bo seen f rom tho reports t h a t fo l low, t h e special 
c a m p a i g n of publ ic m e e t i n g s u n d e r t a k e n by t h e U n i t e d 
C o m m i t t e e , m e n t i o n e d in last m o n t h ' s i ssue, is now well 
under w a y . T h e m e e t i n g s so far h a v e p r o v e d v e r y sat is -
fac tory , and are resu l t ing in a remarkab le a w a k e n i n g 
of publ ic s e n t i m e n t in favour of our reform. A m o s t 
g r a t i f y i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e is t h e w i d e not ice g iven in t b e 
local Press , of t h e s e m e e t i n g s . Much of t h e credit for ( b e 
successful results a c h i e v e d is d u e t o t h e local progress ive 
assoc ia t ions a n d t h e local a d v o c a t e s of Land Values T a x a -
t ion ; we t a k e th i s o p p o r t u n i t y of t ender ing t h e m our 
s incere t h a n k s . 

M a i n l y in order t o record t h e s e m e e t i n g s t h e present 
issue is en larged b y four pages , in a d d i t i o n t o t b e special 
S u p p l e m e n t , c o n t a i n i n g P a r l i a m e n t a r y debates . 

L I T E R A T U R E . 
A large n u m b e r of t h e n e w s e t s of leaf lets h a v e been 

d i s t r ibuted a t these m e e t i n g s . T h e v a l u e of th is m e a n s 
of p r o p a g a n d a , f r o m t h e e d u c a t i o n a l po in t of v i e w , is 
be ing apprec ia ted . 

A s t a t e m e n t of the c a m p a i g n a n d of tbe n e w l i terature , 
t oge ther w i t h a s a m p l e s e t of leaf lets , w a s s e n t o u t to each 
of o v e r 27(1 papers t h r o u g h o u t t b e c o u n t r y , b y the L a n d 
V a l u e s Press Bureau . T h e offer of a free s a m p l e set of 
leaf lets has resu l ted in scores of app l i ca t ions f r o m all parts 
ot t h e country . I n t h i s w a y m a n y n e w fr iends are be ing 
found , a n d m u c h n e w ground a n n e x e d . 

M A R C H MEETINGS. 
I n a d d i t i o n t o t h o s e m e e t i n g s a n n o u n c e d in o u r l a s t 

i s sue , t h e f o l l o w i n g m e e t i n g s h a v e b e e n d e f i n i t e l y a r r a n g e d , 
a n d o t h e r s a r e u n d e r i m m e d i a t e c o n s i d e r a t i o n :— 
Mar. 1.—Selly Oak, Birmingham. Aid. P. W. Italian. M.P. 

., 4.—Melton Mowbray. R. L. Outhwaite. 
„ 5.—Market Harborough. J . C. Wedgwood, M.P., and R. L. 

Outhwaite. 
„ 13, 14.—Mid-Derby (two meetings). .). ('. Wedgwood, M.P., 

and R. L. Outhwaite. 
„ 18.—Portsmouth. R t . Hon. Alex. Ure, K.C., M.P. 
„ 25.—Widnes. Aid. P. W. Raffan, M.P. 

T H E LONDON CAMPAIGN. 
I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e Special L o n d o n C a m p a i g n be ing 

arranged b y the U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e E n g l i s h League 
in conjunc t ion w i t h t h e L o n d o n Liberal F e d e r a t i o n , 
a m i o u n c e d in our last issue, t h e fo l l owing m e e t i n g s l iave 
up to t h e present b e e n arranged :— 
March 4th.—Highbury (Northampton House, St. Paul 's Road) : Mr. 

J . C. Wedgwood, M.P., and Mr. A. W. Madsen. 
7th.—Bermondsev (Alma Schools, Southwark Park Road) : 

Aid. I>. W. Raffan, M.P., and Mr. It. L. Outhwaite. 
7th.—Bethnal Green (Pott Street Schools): Aid. P. W. 

Raflan, M . P , and Mr. R. L. Outhwaite. 
,. 8th.—Haggerston (Council's School) : Mr. ,T. O. Wedgwood, 

M.P., and Mr. R. L. Outhwaite. 
,, 14th.—Finohley( Albert Street School): Mr. H. G. Chancellor. 

M.P., and Mr. R. L. Outhwaite. 
,. 14th. —Kemiington (Horn's Assembly Rooms) : Mr. Charles 

Trevolyan, M.P.. and Mr. Harry de Pass. 
,. 21st.—Central Hackney : Mr. .T. 0. Wedgwood, M.P.. and 

Mr. R. L. Outhwaite. 
., 28th.—North St. Pancras : Mr. J . C. Wedgwood, M.P., and 

Mr. R. L. Outhwaite. 

LONDON D I N N E R - H O U R MEETINGS. 
Dinner-hour m e e t i n g s have , u p to the t i m e of going t o 

press, been arranged as fo l l ows :— 
Mar. 4 . - R o t h c r h i t h e : At the gate of Messrs. Peak Frean and Co. 

ill Blue Anchor Lane, Bermondsey ; 12.30 p.m. 
6.—West, Islington : Westinghouse Brake Co.'s gates ; 1 (o 

2 p.m. 
7.—West Islington : G.N.R. Po ta to Market, York Road N • 

1 to 2 p.m. 
„ 11.—South Hackney : Clarnieo Works, Hackney Wick • 

Mid-dav. 
18.—North Lambeth : Doulton and Son's gales. Broad Street. 

Lambeth : 1 to 2 p.m. 
'9 .—West St. Pancras 1 MeCorcpiodale and Un.'s gates. 

Cardtngton Street, N.VV, ; 12.:S0 In I.Jlo p.m, 

Mar. 21 .—Iloxton: Waterlow and Co.'s gates, Clifton Street, 
FinShury ; I to 2 p.m. 

22.—Hoxton : Maypole Dairy Co.'s gates, Leonard Street. 
St.. Paul Street, B.C. 1 to 2 'p.m. 

,. 25.— Woolwich : Arsenal, first gate, Beresford Square ; 1 to 
2 p.m. 

,, 26.—Ditto. 
,. 27.—Ditto. 
,, 28.—Woolwich : Siemen and Co.'s gates, Siemen's Road, 

Woolwich ; I to 2 p.m. 
, 29.- -Westminster : The Refuge, Grey Coat Place ; 1 to 2 p.m. 

T H E W I L T S H I R E CAMPAIGN. 
D u r i n g t h e m o n t h t h e c a m p a i g n in Wi l t sh ire h a s g o n e 

forward in an encourag ing manner . Local c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
s o m e w h a t l imi ted t h e n u m b e r of m e e t i n g s , b u t Mr. R . ('. 
Orr a n d Miss P o n k i n g h a v e been do ing v a l u a b l e spade-
work a n d g e t t i n g in to t o u c h w i t h t h e peop le in a w a y that, 
will produce results later on. T h e c a m p a i g n in t h e Cricklade. 
d iv i s ion w o u n d up in a h igh ly sa t i s fac tory m a n n e r , a n d th i s 
c o n s t i t u e n c y m a y b e regarded as a L a n d T a x s tronghold . 
On his re turn from Ind ia , Mr. R . C. L a m b e r t , M . P . , wrote 
in h i g h l y apprec ia t ive t e r m s of t h e work done , a n d sa id : 
"'You k n o w h o w abso lu te ly I agree w i t h y o u as to t h e 
urgent need of L a n d R e f o r m , a n d I h a v e e n d e a v o u r e d 
s t ead i ly t o a d v o c a t e t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s ever 
s ince I first w e n t to t h e D i v i s i o n , " 

Meet ings t h e n fo l lowed in t h e adjo in ing d iv i s ion of Chip-
p e n h a m , w h i c h is held b y a Tory b y a narrow m a j o r i t y a n d 
for w h i c h Mr. H . Gorst , son of Sir J o h n Gorst., is Liberal 
cand idate . T h e m e e t i n g a t Corsham, a t o w n of smal l 
industr ies and quarries, w a s full of e n t h u s i a s m . Tl ie 
formal proceed ings a t i ts c lose were in terrupted b y a 
q u a r r y m a n ris ing in t h e b o d y of t h e hall t o s a y : " T h i s is 
w h a t w e h a v e been h u n g r y to hear for years " — a m u c h 
app lauded remark. 

A t B o x , t h e Liberal agent , Mr. Lee , presided, a n d there 
w a s a large a t t endance . Here , also, there are quarries, 
and t h e m e n reared in t h e v i l lages s h o w e d an e n t h u s i a s m 
w h i c h certif ied t h a t th i s Radica l centre m a y be c o u n t e d on. 

Af ter a v i l lage m e e t i n g at Great S u m m e r f o r d . an amicab le 
d i scuss ion t o o k place w i t h a sol ic i tor and landowner w h o 
argued tha t he could not. arrive at t h e v a l u e of his land. 
T h e n rose a labourer to propose a v o t e of t h a n k s — a n 
unusual occurrence. H e said : " I don ' t t h i n k t h i s con-
versat ion h a s been v e r y interest ing , for w e labouring m e n 
h a v e no land t o va lue . If th is t a x will m a k e it a b i t easier 
for u s t o ge t land it is what w e w a n t . " A ta lk a f terwards 
s h o w e d t h a t t h e m e n are s ick of t h e h u m b u g of t h e Smal l 
Hold ings Ac t . A farm had been o b t a i n e d close b y a n d c u t 
into three smal l holdings . F o r m e r l y rented a t 25s. , t h e 
rent w a s raised t o £2. On o n e ho ld ing a s t ead ing h a d been 
pul led d o w n a n d e x p e n s i v e bui ld ings erected, "supervised 
b y C o u n t y Council officials c o m i n g b y motor-car . One 
smal lho lder a f ter six m o n t h s of t h e benef i t s of munic ipa l i za -
t ion, had c leared out . So t h e s tory ran of t b e dis i l lus ionized. 

It w a s dark w h e n w e left, t h e s t a t i o n a n d t o o k a b y - p a t h 
into Malmesbury . I t ran b y t h e s ide of t h e A v o n , t h e n rose 
a b r u p t l y a n d lead b e n e a t h t h e ruins of t h e A b b e y s t a n d i n g 
o n t h e s u m m i t . Buria l p lace of S a x o n K i n g , pride of 
R o m a n hierarchy, deso la ted b y T u d o r m o n a r c h w h e n 
d e s t r o y i n g t h e power of pre lates t o e x t e n d t h a t of Peers , 
i t s e e m e d a g h o s t l y remembrancer t h a t a u t h o r i t y a t t h e 
z e n i t h of i t s powers m a y fall t o rise no more . S u c h a thought 
g a v e e n c o u r a g e m e n t m u c h needed o n enter ing M a l m e s b u r y 
for t h e purpose of ho ld ing a m e e t i n g oil t h e T a x a t i o n of 
Land Values . T h e night air s eemed f r o w s y w i t h t h e p a s t ; 
its narrow s treets echo not. to the onward m a r c h of i n d u s t r y ; 
i ts w i n d o w s are c losed aga ins t t h e breeze t h a t b l o w s where 
f r e e d o m is. I w a s to ld t h a t t h e t o w n '"depends o n agri-
cu l ture ." I could v i sual ize t h e " agricul tural i s ts ," t h e 
h u n t i n g D u k e w h o ga ined a t e m p o r a r y no tor i e ty as a poli-
t ic ian a t t b e t i m e of t h e B u d g e t c a m p a i g n b y express ing 
a wi sh t o see a certa in Cabinet min i s ter in t h e m i d s t of 
a pack of f o x h o u n d s , and t h e p lu tocrat s w h o h a v e 
acquired residential e s ta t e s in order t o be c lose t o his 
Grace. Before go ing on t h e p la t form w e g o t a hearty 
w e l c o m e from a Cameron w h o s e grandparents hud beeii 
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d r i v e n o u t i n t h e S u t h e r l a n d c learances . I h a d j u s t been 
r ead ing t h a t t h e t o w n owed i ts or igin a n d n a m e t o a Sco t 
w h o h a d been d r i v e n o u t of t h e H i g h l a n d s by r o b b e r s in t h e 
s e v e n t h c e n t u r y a n d h a d se t u p as a h e r m i t w h e r e t h e A b b e y 
la te r w a s ra i sed . T h e cen tu r i e s were l inked u p in f ind ing 
a n o t h e r S c o t s m a n t h e r e g iving t h e s a m e cause for his 
presence . T h e m e e t i n g w a s well a t t e n d e d , a n d t h e 
d i sorder w e were to ld t o e x p e c t d i d n o t t a k e p lace , t o t h e 
su rp r i s e of i t s local p r o m o t e r s . T h e l ight is sp r ead ing in 
d a r k p laces . O n r e t u r n t o o u r hote l we h e a r d s o u n d s of 
reve l ry a n d l e a r n t t h a t a T o r y m e e t i n g was in progress . 
N e x t m o r n i n g I s aw t h e ag r i cu l tu r i s t s pa s s in procession 
t h r o u g h t h e t o w n , fo r t h e r e was a m e e t of t h e B e a u f o r t 
H u n t close b y . T h e y were all t h e r e excep t t h e one 011 
w h o m al l l ive. Squi res , a n d D a m e s of t h e P r i m r o s e League 
I n q u i s i t i o n , weedy y o u t h s w i t h m o r e m o n e y t h a n bra ins 
or ab i l i t y t o si t a horse , r o d e or d r o v e by. B u t " t h e m a n 
w i t h t h e h o e , " t h e twelve-shi l l ings-a-week m a n , h a d n o t 
l e f t h is h u t t o jo in t he cava l cade . H i s s ideboa rd h a d n o t 
been loaded t h a t m o r n i n g w i t h h o t dishes a n d cold jo in ts . 
H e , h a v i n g f a red 011 b r ead a n d m a r g a r i n e , had b e t a k e n 
himself t o t h e fields to p r o v i d e his " b e t t e r s " wi th m e a n s 
t o indu lge in spo r t . A n d , as I w a t c h e d a n d t h o u g h t w h a t 
i t al l s ignif ied, I fe l t d e s p o n d e n t because a d v o c a t e s of 
L a n d V a l u e T a x a t i o n so o f t en seek t o m a k e it a m a t t e r 
for local d e t e r m i n a t i o n , a n d as I saw the ru le r s of local 
affa i rs 011 t h e c o u n t r y s i d e go by I t h o u g h t t h a t once aga in 
t he vi l lager is be ing fooled if all we m e a n is t h a t t h e 
Wi l t sh i r e C o u n t y Counci l shall be e m p o w e r e d t o r a t e l and 
va lues . C h i p p e n h a m Divis ion c a n be won for a N a t i o n a l 
L a n d Va lues T a x a t t h e n e x t e lec t ion , b u t t h o d a y is f a r 
off w h e n t h e t e r r i to r i a l in f luence ove r r u r a l r a t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s 
will be successfu l ly e o m b a t t e d . 

I n o r d e r t o k e e p in t o u c h w i t h t h e Cr icklade Div is ion , 
m e e t i n g s h a v e also been held a t t he g a t e s of t h e G r e a t 
W e s t e r n R a i l w a y C o m p a n y , w h e r e s o m e 12,000 m e n a r e 
e m p l o y e d . H e r e m e e t i n g s h a v e s t ead i ly g r o w n in n u m b e r s 
as t h e message be ing conveyed h a s c i r cu la ted a m o n g s t 
t h e m e n . H o w it a p p e a l s w h e r e t h o u s a n d s a r e t h e evic ted 
f r o m t h e vi l lages m a y be gauged f r o m t h e s t o r y t o ld by a 
l abou re r t o t h o s e g a t h e r e d r o u n d h i m : " I was e m p l o y e d 
on a d a i r y f a r m n e a r M a l m e s b u r y 20 y e a r s ago a n d h a d t o 
look a f t e r 70 cows a n d 700 sheep. I g o t 1 Is. a week . T h e n 
m y w a g e w a s c u t d o w n t o 10s. a n d w i t h o u t s ay ing a word 
t o m y wi fe I s e t o u t t o t r a m p t h e roads . I c a m e to t h e 
works h e r e a n d g o t 17s." 

" Y o u s h o u l d n ' t be h e r e , " said a m a t e . 
" Of cour se I s h o u l d n ' t . If y o u go t o m y h u t you ' l l see 

ca rds t o s ay t h a t t h r e e t imes I h a v e t a k e n a pr ize for t h e 
bes t c u l t i v a t e d a l l o t m e n t . T h a t shows where I shou ld b e . " 

I r e m a r k e d t h a t M a l m e s b u r y was n o t e x a c t l y a Rad i ca l 
cen t r e . 

" I n m y t i m e t h e r e were fou r L ibe ra l s in t h e t own , a n d 
w h e n I w e n t t o v o t e I h a d a po l iceman on each side t o 
p r o t e c t m e . " 

R e t r i b u t i o n t a r r i e s long , b u t i t is n o t t h e people w h o 
a re a t f a u l t . R . L. O. 

B R A D F O R D . 
U n d e r t h e auspices of t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e a n d t he 

Yorksh i r e League for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values , a 
m e e t i n g w a s held in t h e Cen t ra l Ha l l , B r a d f o r d , on 26th 
J a n u a r y . A l d e r m a n J . A. Godwin pres ided, a n d in in t ro-
d u c i n g t h e speakers , Mr. J . C. W e d g w o o d , M.P . , a n d 
A l d e r m a n P . W. R a f f a n , M.P . , r e m a r k e d , says t h e B R A D -
F O R D T E L E G R A P H of t h e fol lowing d a y , on t h e c o m p a r a t i v e 
largeness of t h e a s sembly , cons ider ing t h a t t h e ques t ion 
t h e y were m e t t o cons ider was n o t be ing b r o u g h t i m m e d i a t e l y 
before t h e c o u n t r y . L a n d , he p roceeded , w a s t h e original 
source of all wea l th , e m p l o y m e n t , a n d h a p p i n e s s of t h e 
people , a n d t h e r e f o r e l and shou ld be m a d e as f ree as possible 
in all a spec t s . T h e m a n was c r imina l w h o s h u t u p land 
a n d did n o t get t h e be s t o u t of i t for t h e c o u n t r y . 

Mr. W e d g w o o d dea l t w i t h t h e t w o d e m a n d s of t h e 
s u p p o r t e r s of L a n d Va lues T a x a t i o n , t he f irs t w a s t h a t 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t shou ld impose u p o n all l and va lue s a 
t a x u p o n t h e a c t u a l sell ing va lue of t he l and , a n d t h a t 
half of t h e p roceeds shou ld be u s e d in relief of local r a t e s 
a n d half fo r t h e repeal of t h e b r e a k f a s t t a b l e d u t i e s . I t 
was e s t i m a t e d t h a t such a t a x would realise £20,000,000. 
The i r second d e m a n d , h e sa id , was even m o r e i m p o r t a n t . 
I t was t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t shou ld give t o all local au tho r i -
ties the p o w e r t o ba se r a t e s upon t he cap i t a l soiling va lues 

of l and i n s t e a d of u p o n t he c o m b i n e d va lue of l a n d a n d 
bui ld ing toge the r . T h e o b j e c t of such a t a x was t o u n r a t e 
i m p r o v e m e n t s . A t p r e s e n t i m p r o v e m e n t s were t a x e d ; 
the re fo re , f ew i m p r o v e m e n t s were m a d e . 

Mr. W e d g w o o d t h e n dea l t w i t h t h e case of t he B r a d f o r d 
p r o p e r t y owner s u n d e r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values . He 
also showed t he imprac t i cab i l i t y a n d in ju s t i ce of t h e local 
Income T a x proposal . 

Mr. R a f f a n s u p p o r t e d t h e a r g u m e n t for t h e T a x a t i o n of 
Land Values by i l lus t r a t ions showing how benef ic ia l ly 
i t would o p e r a t e . I11 o n e w a y or a n o t h e r , he sa id , t h e 
p r e s e n t s y s t e m was b o u n d to be c h a n g e d . T h o n a t u r a l 
w a y was t o seek relief b y seeing that, t h e publ ic secured 
some p o r t i o n of t h a t f u n d wh ich t h e y themse lves were 
c rea t ing . 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 

U n d e r t h e jo in t ausp ices of t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e 
a n d t h e A s h t o u - u n d e r - L y n e L e a g u e of Y o u n g Libera l s 
a largely a t t e n d e d m e e t i n g was held in t h e T o w n Hul l on 
J a n u a r y 30 th . Council lor H . N . B icke r ton , J . P . , p res ided , 
s u p p o r t e d b y m a n y p r o m i n e n t local publ ic m e n , a n d 
Mr. E . G. H e m m e r d e , K .C . , de l ivered a n a d d r e s s 011 the 
T a x a t i o n of L a u d Values . 

T h e C h a i r m a n , in his open ing speech , said t h a t t h e y had 
long fe l t t h a t t h e l and laws of t h e c o u n t r y r equ i r ed con-
s iderab le a l t e r a t i o n and t h a t a l t h o u g h s o m e t h i n g h a d been 
d o n e in t h a t d i rec t ion i t was ve ry l i t t le in c o m p a r i s o n w i t h 
w h a t t h e r e w a s still a n open field fo r . 

Mr. H e m m e r d e , w h o was ve ry cordia l ly rece ived, d u r i n g 
a bri l l iant a d d r e s s sa id he w a n t e d his aud ience t o look at, 
t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues as a root a n d b r a n c h r e f o r m , 
which would m a k e it possible t o dea l w i t h tho g r e a t e s t of 
the i r social evils. I n a t r e n c h a n t a n d convinc ing m a n n e r 
he showed t h e re la t ion b e t w e e n l and m o n o p o l y a n d u n e m -
p l o y m e n t , low wages , a n d b a d hous ing , a n d how t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues was t h e o n l y r e m e d y . H e also 
dea l t w i t h t h e ag r i cu l tu ra l s ide of t h e ques t ion . 

Mr. J . B a g o t , of Midd le ton , m o v e d , a n d Mr. A. H . Wel ler . 
S e c r e t a r y of t h e Manches t e r L a n d Va lues League , seconded 
t h e fol lowing reso lu t ion , which w a s en thus ia s t i ca l ly 
car r ied :— 

T h a t t h i s m e e t i n g dec la res i t s h e a r t y a p p r o v a l of t h e 
p roposa l s t o t a x a n d r a t e l and va lue s c o n t a i n e d in t h e 
r e c e n t L a n d a n d T a x a t i o n R e f o r m Memor ia l , a n d calls 
u p o n t h e G o v e n u n e n t t o p u t t hose p roposa l s i n to ope ra -
t ion a t t h e ear l ies t possible m o m e n t . F u r t h e r , in view of 
t h e s t a t e m e n t of t h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r t h a t 
t h e v a l u a t i o n of t h e l a n d will n o t b e c o m p l e t e d un t i l 
1914, t h i s m e e t i n g p r o t e s t s a g a i n s t t h e long d e l a y , a n d 
urges t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o cons ider o t h e r m e t h o d s of 
v a l u a t i o n if t h e p r e s e n t m e t h o d c a n n o t be ca r r i ed o u t 
w i t h m u c h g r e a t e r speed . T h a t copies of th i s reso lu t ion 
be f o r w a r d e d t o t h e P r i m e Minis te r , t h e Chancel lor of 
t h e E x c h e q u e r , a n d t h o m e m b e r for t h e Divis ion. 

T h e m e e t i n g w a s well r eco rded in t h e co lumns of t h e 
A S H T O N - T T N D E R - L Y N E R E P O R T E R of 3rd F e b r u a r y . " T h e 
m e e t i n g , " i t sa id , " was n o t r e g a r d e d in t he l ight of a p a r t y 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n so m u c h as an e d u c a t i o n a l m e d i u m in r ega rd 
t o t h o m u c h d e b a t e d l and ques t ion . Mr. H e m m e r d e has 
m a d e a specia l s t u d y of t h e s u b j e c t , a n d be ing , a s he is. 
one of t h e m o s t br i l l i an t o r a t o r s in t h e r a n k s of t h e L ibera l 
P a r t y , a large n u m b e r of people of all s h a d e s of pol i t ical 
pe r suas ion were a t t r a c t e d . " 

LANGLEY. 

An e n t h u s i a s t i c m e e t i n g was held a t t h e Lang ley I n s t i t u t e 
on W e d n e s d a y , J a n u a r y 31st , a r r a n g e d b y t h e O l d b u r y 
Libera l Associa t ion a n d t h e Mid land L a n d Values L e a g u e 
(for t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e ) , t o h e a r addresses b y Mr. 
.1. C. W e d g w o o d . M.P . , a n d Mr. R. L . O u t h w a i t e 011 " L a n d 
Refo rm a n d L a b o u r U n r e s t , " Council lor W . P a r k e s , J . P . , 
pres ided. 

Mr. O u t h w a i t e showed how t h e ove rc rowding of t he 
l abour m a r k e t was caused b y t h e m i g r a t i o n f r o m the vil lages 
to t h e t o w n s owing t o t h e s y s t e m u n d e r which t h e l and h a d 
been he ld u p o u t of cu l t iva t ion . H e urged t h a t t h e r e m e d y 
for t he p resen t l abour un res t l ay in g e t t i n g ag r i cu l tu r i s t s 
back t o t h e l and , and th i s could only be done b y a j u s t 
sy s t em of r a t i n g land va lues which wou ld include agricul-
tu ra l land; (Applause . ) 
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Mr. Wedgwood said that all political parties agreed that 
wages were too low and this universal agreement showed 
that people were beginning to think and the question of the 
return to labour was becoming the most important thing 
ill politics. To cure low wage* the Tariff Reformers had 
their way, the Socialists had their plan, and it was about 
time tbe Liberal Party had their method. As a matter 
of fact the way was straight in front if only they followed 
out the old Liberal traditions of Government. For 700 
years this country had been ruled by the landlords and. 
now the veto of the House of Lords was abolished, one of 
the first things the Liberals had to undo was the rating 
system which prevented people from getting land on easy 
terms. The Liberal Party had a perfectly practical pro-
posal. They asked that a tax of Id. in the £ on the selling 
value ot all land should be levied and tbe £20,000,000 thus 
raised should be used to relieve the rates arid remove some 
ot the taxes from industry. This tax would cause unused 
land to be put to use, encourage industry, and would relieve 
the overcrowded labour market. (Applause.) 

The Rt. Hon. ,1. W. Wilson, M.P., was present during the 
later part of the meeting and gave ' some interesting facts 
about reform in taxat ion which he bad noted during bis 
recent visit to Canada. There in the Western districts 
private owners could not hold up land which was required 
for development because such land was now being taxed 
according to its value. It was this system, of making 
land values the basis of taxation, which they wanted to 
adopt in this country in order to secure employment in 
rural districts and also in the towns. (Applause.) 

A good report of the meeting, extending to two and a half 
columns, was published in the W E E K L Y N E W S (West 
Bromwich), of 3rd February. 

CURROCK. 
Under the joint, auspices of the Currock (North Cumber-

land) League of Young Liberals and the United Committee, 
a most successful meeting was held in the Beaconsfield 
Mission Hall , Cm-rock, on 5th February. Mr. G. H. Buck, 
of Hallfield, presided over a large attendance. 

The Chairman, in opening the proceedings, said that t he 
question of Land Values Taxation would be a burning one 
when H o m e Rule and Welsh Disestablishment, bad been 
settled. 

Alderman P. W. Raffan, M.P.. then addressed tbe meeting 
oil the Economics of tbe Land Question. After dealing 
with various political questions he showed bow the true 
policy of Free Trade could only be completely established 
by a reform of our land and taxation laws. He then went, 
on to explain how bad trade, unemployment, low wages 
and bad housing were a result of land monopoly, and how 
the remedy was to be found in Land Values Taxation. Mr. 
Raffan's able speech was admirably received, and Mr. 
Crompton, in proposing a vote of thanks to him, said 
that, at present the constituency was represented by a 
Member who, he was afraid, would not carrv the policy 
which they wanted. The Liberals lost, the last electioii 
by a small majority, and if they could only get the electors 
of North Cumberland to understand tbe land question 
and what it really meant , he believed tliov would get a 
tremendous amount of enthusiasm worked up in the 
constituency, so that when the next General Election came 
they would be able to return a Liberal to Parliament 
pledged to a reform of the land laws of this country. 

WARLEY WOODS. 
Oil Saturday, February lOtli. the Lord Advocate received 

a great ovation at a meeting held nnder the joint 
auspices of the United Committee and the local 
Liberal Association at Warley Woods. A resolution 
which included an item " urging the Government to 
complete the valuation of all land, apart from improve-
ments." was proposed b y Mr. Frank Roscoe. and seconded 
by Mr. Chapman AVrigbt. In supporting the resolution 
Mr. Ure spoke chiefly on Tariff Reform and on Home Rule. 
Dealing with the Budget, lie said the Chancellor " turned 
to wealth created by the united people of the country 
the value of land—derived exclusively from the com-
munity, and derived from nothing whatever on the land 
or spent upon it. And when he found that value, as he 
was m the course of doing at the present moment , then he 
Would Jrtvite the happy possessors of wealth, created by the 

community , to offer a substantial contribution from that 
wealth, to minister towards the needs of the communi ty ." 

STOCKPORT. 
Under the joint auspices of the United Committee 

and the local Liberals, a large public meeting was held 
in tfie Wellington Road School. Stockport, on February 
16th. Mr. S. L. Hughes. M.P. ( " S u b R o s a " of the 
M O I I N I N G L E A D E B ) , presided, and Mr. J. C. Wedgwood, 
M.P., spoke oil the land question. 

Mr. Wedgwood said, according to the M A N C H E S T E R 
G U A R D I A N of February 19tli, that the Taxation of Land 
Values was a simple act of justice. When the energy 
and money of a community were the means of enhancing 
tbe value of laud it was only fair that that community 
should share in the wealth it had created. The effect of 
this change would be beneficial to labour, and would prove 
a potent factor in doing away with labour unrest. It was 
the community everywhere that made the value of land, 
and nothing, he maintained, could be juster than the 
system he advocated. He proposed that a uniform tax 
of Id. in the pound should be put on all land, and that 
one-half of the proceeds should go to the easement of the 
burdens on local rates. With the other moiety the Govern-
ment would be able to take off the present taxes on food. 

A resolution was passed expressing hearty approval 
of the proposals to tax and rate land values, contained 
in the recent Laud and Taxation Reform Memorial, and 
calling upon the Government to put those proposals into 
operation at the earliest possible moment, In view of the 
statement made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
that the valuation of the land will not be completed until 
1914, the meeting urged the Government to consider 
other methods of valuation if tbe present method could 
not be carried out more speedily. 

SHEFFIELD. 
Ou February 16th, the Yorkshire Laud Values League, 

acting in conjunction with the United Committee, held 
a great public meeting in the Albert Hall, Sheffield. Sir 
William Clegg presided, and in his opening speech advocated 
the rating of land values. Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, K.C., 
was the principal speaker, and in the words of the S H E F F I E L D 
D A I L Y I N D E P E N D E N T , this " brilliant advocate of the 
Taxation of Land Values showed a great audienee . . . 
that, the land question is at the bottom of all our labour 
troubles." 

The following resolution, moved by F. B. Gill, seconded 
by R. W. Jenkins, and supported by F. Skirrow, was 
carried unanimously :— 

That this meeting is of opinion that powers should be 
granted to local authorities to assess for purposes of 
local rating the land values created by the community , 
and trusts that the Sheffield City Council w ill co-operate 
with the Glasgow City Council in petitioning Parliament 
to grant these powers. 
A correspondent, writing of the meeting, says : " I t is 

years since 1 saw a meeting to equal that at. Sheffield oil 
Friday. The meeting was timed tor 7.30, and prior to the 
arrival of tbe Chairman and Mr. Hemmerde, the great 
organ was playing the Land Song and the audience singing 
fine. I was told that nothing had been heard anything 
like it at a Sheffield meeting before. The speech delivered 
by Mr. Hemmerde was the best I ever beard him deliver, 
and it worked up the audience to great enthusiasm. The 
way he went for tbe Liberal and Labour party leaders 
for their treatment of the Land Question was grand, and 
the audience greatly relished his clear statement and 
outspoken utterances. I know no man who could have 
done better for us. W e collected at the meeting £6 8s. 
and sold 14s. worth of tickets. Sales of tickets prior 
to the meeting will probably make up a total of £10." 

Another correspondent says : " The Albert Hall, Sheffield, 
will hold something like 2,000 people. When Mr. Hemmerde 
entered on Friday night there were very few vacant seats 
iu the body of the hall or in the balcony, and at a moderate 
estimate 1,700 people were present. There was quite a 
sprinkling of ladies. Mr. Hemmerde has often spoken 
in Sheffield, but familiarity with his speeches merely 
increases the size of liis audience and adds to their 
enthusiasm. H e spoke in bis usual forcible, clear-cut 
method, appealing principally to the reasoning power 
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a n d t o t h e i nna t e sense of just ice possessed by Engl i shmen 
generally. H i s poin ts were loudly app lauded and opposi-
t ion was conspicuous b y its absence. 1 t h ink the mos t 
i m p o r t a n t p a r t of his speech was t h a t in which he advised 
the workers to see t h a t their leaders pa id more a t t e n t i o n 
t o t h e facil i t ies our l and values policy offers for cur ing the 
presen t unres t and p u t t i n g t h e wages and u n e m p l o y m e n t 
ques t ion on a sound basis. Loud and long applause 
greeted h im a t t he end of a n hour ' s speech, while a n u m b e r 
of ques t ions were answered by h i m wi th his usual fe l ic i ty ." 

LEEDS. 
U n d e r t h e auspices of t h e Yorkshi re Land Values League 

and the Un i t ed Commit tee , a publ ic mee t ing was held 
on F e b r u a r y 9th a t t h e Leeds T o w n Hal l , when Mr. E. G. 
H e m m e r d e , K.C., del ivered an address on " T h e T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values a n d i ts Ef fec t s upon L a b o u r U n r e s t . " 

Mr. A. H . Marshall , M.P. , who presided, observed t h a t 
t h e work of t he League was f r equen t ly p u t down t o 
visionaries a n d dreamers , and i t was said t ha t the i r a ims 
were so f a r reaching t h a t no th ing shor t of a new heaven 
a n d a new e a r t h would sa t is fy them. H e did n o t t h i n k 
they w a n t e d a new e a r t h , b u t t hey w a n t e d some of t h e 
principles of t axa t i on t o app ly t o t he ea r th on which t hey 
lived. (Applause.) 

Mr. H e m m e r d e , in t he course of his address , r emarked 
t h a t t hey could ne i the r t a x nor r a t e land values w i t h o u t 
valuing t h e land, a process which was now going on. High 
land va lues were bound t o m a k e low wages a n d unemploy-
m e n t . A t p resen t t hey had cer ta in chronic causes of 
discontent a m o n g s t t he people who laboured wi th the i r 
hands . W h a t was t he ma in gr ievance of t h e ra i lwaymen 
a n d t h e mine r s ? I t was t h a t t l iey could each point t o 
a b o u t 100.000 persons in their r a n k s who received less t h a n 
£1 per week. Mr. H e m m e r d e , in his usual convincing 
ma imer , showed how land monopoly caused low wages, 
u n e m p l o y m e n t , a n d b a d housing, a n d how the Taxa t ion 
of Land Values would p u t m a t t e r s r ight . He also t rea ted 
of t he ru ra l side of t he quest ion. 

Councillor C. H . Smithson (Hal i fax) m o v e d , and Mr. 
A r t h u r Sykes (Huddersf ie ld) seconded, the following 
resolution :— 

T h a t th is mee t ing is of opinion t h a t powers should be 
g ran ted t o local au thor i t i e s t o assess for purposes of 
local r a t i ng t h e land values crea ted by the c o m m u n i t y 
and t r u s t s t h a t t he Leeds City Council will co-operate 
wi th t h e Glasgow City Council in pet i t ioning Par l iament 
to g r a n t these powers. 
The resolution was carr ied. 

TO STUDENTS AND TEACHERS OF ECONOMIC 
CLASSES. 

I n t h e d e b a t e on the l o t h F e b r u a r y in t h e House of 
Commons on the L a b o u r P a r t y A m e n d m e n t t o t h e Address 
in reply t o t he King ' s speech, Sir Frederick B a n b u r y said :•— 

The strike in Liverpool raised the wages of the seamen 
and dockers, and of all people connected with transport 
and the docks. The consequence of that was that freights 
were raised and the consumers had to pay an increased 
price. That will always follow. If you raise wages 
artificially, by force, you are bound to raise thc costs 
of what those wages produce, and the result of course, 
will be that the consuming classes will have to pay more 
than they had to pay before the rise in wages and con-
sequently no one is benefited. 
We invi te correspondence on above , and shall be pleased 

to devo te space to replies received f rom our readers. 
T h e ques t ion is, can wages be raised by " f o r c e . " and if no t , 
how can t h e y be raised, wi thout rais ing prices, and thereby 
lowering t h e wages of t h e general consumer ? 

LAND VALUES AT THE NATIONAL LIBERAL CLUB. 

Lord Saye and Sele presided over a conference on land 
values held b y the London Distr ict Commi t t ee of t he 
Nat iona l League of Y o u n g Liberals on 6 th F e b r u a r y a t t he 
Nat iona l Liberal Club. H e said t h a t an ex t r ao rd ina ry 
n u m b e r of people seemed to forget liow very l i t t le land 
there was in the c o u n t r y and w h a t an enormous n u m b e r 
of people would like to e n j o y it . if they only could. 

Mr. J . D u n d a s W h i t e , LL.D. , M.P. , po in ted ou t t h a t 
T a x a t i o n of I ,and Values involved no t mere ly t axa t i on . 

b u t also lu i t axa t ion . Whi le they s tood for t ax ing land 
values, t hey also s tood for u n t a x i n g buildings a n d o ther 
improvemen t s , so as t o give indust r ia l en terpr i se such 
tree play as it h a d never had ye t . If they lived in L a p u t a , 
t hey coidd not have devised a more curious sys t em of 
ra t ing , which penalised those w h o were developing the 
coun t ry and encouraged those w h o were no t . A new 
s t a n d a r d of r a t i ng on the basis of l and va lue assessment 
would p romote fair ren t , f ixity of tenure , and f reedom of 
sale. 

THE WELSH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION OF 
LAND VALUES. 

N E W O R G A N I S A T I O N F O R M E D . 
A wel l -a t tended mee t ing was held on 6 th J a n u a r y a t t he 

Carl ton Hote l , Cardiff, for t h e purpose of t he fo rma t ion of a 
Welsh League for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values. T h e ( om-
m i t t e e for Wales for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values has been in 
exis tence for a b o u t e ighteen m o n t h s , b u t it has long been 
felt t h a t t he t ime was r ipe for enlarging t h e scope of t he 
Commit tee , and pu t t i ng it on a more business founda t ion 
a n d for t h e fo rming of a Welsh League. 

A lde rman Wilson R a f f a n , M.P. , presided, and in a very 
ins t ruc t ive speech referred to t he work a l ready done by the 
Commit tee , and the prospect the re would be for ac t ive 
p r o p a g a n d a work in case a Welsh League was formed. 

T h e H o n . Secre tary , Mr. Beddoe Rees, s u b m i t t e d a 
d r a f t Const i tu t ion , a n d a f t e r a long discussion it was 
unan imous ly agreed t h a t a Welsh League for t he T a x a t i o n 
of Land Values be fo rmed , wi th an Execu t ive Commit tee 
and officers, on the lines suggested b y the Secretary. T h e 
Execu t ive Commit tee was then appo in ted , consist ing of : 
Messrs. H a r r y T . Jones (Cardiff), Caleb Rees (Cardiff). 
•1. Griff i ths (Abergwynfi) , F. Tav ino r Rees (Cardiff), W. .1. 
T h o m a s (Abergwynfi) . Dav id Price (Merthyr) , E. A. 
Charles (Newport), ' T u d o r Rees (Cardiff), W. J o h n s (Pon ty -
pr idd) , W. A. Howell (Cardiff), Cyril T h o m a s (Por th) , 
A b r a h a m T h o m a s (Llansamlet) , Alderman Ed. T h o m a s 
(Cardiff), Rev . E . Aubrey (Cardiff), W. A. Meyriek (Cardiff), 
toge ther wit h t he officers of t he League. 

For t h e present , it was decided n o t t o t a k e ail office, 
b u t to work f r o m the office of t h e Hon . Secre tary , 
Dumfr ies Place, Cardiff, t h u s giving u p (lie late address , 
94, Queen Street , Cardiff, which was used dur ing the t ime 
M r. McHugh was in Cardiff. 

T h e meet ing cordially t h a n k e d t h e officers of t he Com-
mi t t ee who had worked so well du r ing t h e t ime it was in 
existence, and the following were t hen appoin ted officers 
of t he new League for t h e ensuing yea r :— 

President : A lderman Wilson R a f f a n . M.P. 
C h a i r m a n : Dr . Clialke, M.A. 
Hon. T r e a s u r e r : Mr. E. W . E v a n s , Newpor t , Mon. 
Hon. Secre tary : Mr. W. Heddoe Rees, :{, Dumfr ies 

Place, Cardiff. 
A vote of t h a n k s to Alde rman R a f f a n for presiding closed 

a very enthus ias t ic mee t ing . 
T h e prospect for t he Welsh League is cer ta inly encourag-

ing. Nowhere in t he c o u n t r y are t h e evils of t he landlord 
sys tem so evident as in Cardiff and dis tr ic t , or, in fac t , in 
South Wales generally. Besides, t h e Welsh colliers are 
exceedingly interested in economic quest ions, and there 
is a g rea t field for p ropaganda work. 

YORKSHIRE LEAGUE. 
West Bar Chambers , .'18, B o a r Lane , Leeds. 

There was a large a t t e n d a n c e at t he F i r s t Aiuiual Meet ing 
of the League, which was held a t t he offices, Wes t Bar 
< 'hambers . Leeds, on S a t u r d a y , J a n u a r y 27th. 

F r i ends were present f rom Leeds, Brad fo rd , Sheffield, 
York, R o t h e r h a m . Keighley, Pen i s tone , Wethe r l ey , Osse t t . 
Cowling. Lightcliffe. O a k w o r t h a n d o ther places. 

The Cha i rman (Mr. (,'. H . Smi thson) reviewed the work 
of t he past year , a n d urged the necessi ty of bringing pressure 
to bear on the G o v e r n m e n t t o expedi te the va lua t ion of t he 
land. 

T h e repor t and financial s t a t e m e n t were adop ted , and 
the office bearers for t he past yea r were re-elected, viz., 
( ouncil lor Charles H . Smi thson . Cha i rman ; E v e r e t t Binns , 
J . P . , and F . K . Sykes, Vice-C'hairnien ; Sam Dugdale , C.C., 
Treasure r ; E . A. Lassen a n d T. B. L u n d , H o n . Secretaries. 

Mr. Jo s i ah C. Wedgwood , M:P. . was present , a n d had 



256 Land Values. March, 1912. 

a c o r d i a l w e l c o m e f r o m Y o r k s h i r e f r i e n d s w h o a p p r e c i a t e 
h i s w o r k in t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s a n d o n t h e p u b l i c 
p l a t f o r m . M r . W e d g w o o d m o v e d t h e f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n 

T h a t t h i s A n n u a l M e e t i n g of t h e Y o r k s h i r e L a n d V a l u e s 
L e a g u e v i e w s w i t h g r a v e c o n c e r n t h e s t a t e m e n t m a d e 
b y t h e C h a n c e l l o r of t h e E x c h e q u e r t h a t t h e v a l u a t i o n 
of t h e l a n d will n o t b e c o m p l e t e d u n t i l 1914, a n d p r o t e s t s 
a g a i n s t t h i s long d e l a y ; in v i e w of t h e p l e d g e of t h e 
C h a n c e l l o r of t l ie E x c h e q u e r t o d e a l w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n 
of t h e r e l a t i o n of I m p e r i a l a n d L o c a l T a x a t i o n , u r g e s t h e 
Y o r k s h i r e M e m b e r s of P a r l i a m e n t t o t a k e a n e a r l y 
o p p o r t u n i t y of i m p r e s s i n g u p o n h i m t h e n e c e s s i t y of 
e x p e d i t i n g t h e v a l u a t i o n of t h e l a n d , a n d if t h i s is i m p r a c -
t i c a b l e o n p r e s e n t l ines , t o c o n s i d e r o t h e r m e t h o d s 
w h i c h will m o r e s p e e d i l y a c c o m p l i s h t h o e n d in v iew ; 
w e l c o m e s t h e p r o m i s e d i n q u i r y i n t o t h e s u b j e c t b y t h e 
C h a n c e l l o r ; a n d p l e d g e s itself t o r e s i s t s t r e n u o u s l y a n d 
u n c o m p r o m i s i n g l y a n y a t t e m p t t o d e a l w i t h t h e p r o b l e m 
of I m p e r i a l a n d L o c a l T a x a t i o n w h i c h i g n o r e s t h e R a t i n g 
a n d T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s . 

I n t h e c o u r s e of a n i n t e r e s t i n g a d d r e s s , Mr . W e d g w o o d 
d e a l t w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n of l a n d p u r c h a s e a n d t b e p r o p o s a l 
f o r r a i s i n g local r e v e n u e b y a n I n c o m e T a x . 

I n s e c o n d i n g t h e r e s o l u t i o n , o u r o ld f r i e n d a n d c o - w o r k e r , 
Mr . I g n a t i u s S i n g e r , d e l i v e r e d a n a d d r e s s w h i c h w a s m u c h 
e n j o y e d b y all w h o w e r e f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h t o h e a r i t . 
A n i n t e r e s t i n g d i s c u s s i o n f o l l o w e d , a n d t h e r e s o l u t i o n w a s 
c a r r i e d u n a n i m o u s l y . 

V o t e s of t h a n k s w e r e g i v e n t o t l i e of f icers a n d c o m m i t t e e 
f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e s d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r , a n d l o Messrs . 
W e d g w o o d a n d S i n g e r f o r t h e i r a d d r e s s e s . 

T h e m e e t i n g s h e l d in Y o r k s h i r e a t B r a d f o r d , Leeds a n d 
Shef f ie ld i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t b e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e ' s 
spec ia l c a m p a i g n a r e r e p o r t e d e l s e w h e r e . 

M u c h d i s c u s s i o n t o o k p l ace at. B r a d f o r d a n d t h e m e e t i n g 
w a s wel l r e p o r t e d . 

T h e Shef f i e ld m e e t i n g w a s o n e of t l ie b e s t w e h a v e 
e v e r h a d , a n d i t s h o w e d t h a t Shef f i e ld p e o p l e c a n b e re l ied 
on t o h e l p o n t h e w o r k of t l ie L e a g u e in t h a t c i t y . Mr . 
C h a r l e s P a u l , t h e loca l S e c r e t a r y , is t o b e c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
on h a v i n g o r g a n i s e d so g r e a t a n d s u c c e s s f u l a m e e t i n g . 

T h e N o r t h B i e r l e y B o a r d of G u a r d i a n s m e t at. C l a y t o n 
o n F e b r u a r y 14 th a n d r e s o l v e d t o s u p p o r t t h e G l a s g o w 
C i t y C o u n c i l in " A s k i n g t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o p r o v i d e t h a t 
al l local r a t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s b e e m p o w e r e d t o l e v y a r a t e 
on l a n d v a l u e s f o r local p u r p o s e s , on t h e b a s i s of t h e v a l u a -
t ion n o w in p r o g r e s s f o r t h e p u r p o s e of t l i e i n c r e m e n t d u t y 
u n d e r t h e F i n a n c e A c t 1 9 0 9 - 1 9 1 0 . " 

F . S K I R R O W , S e c r e t a r y . 

M A N C H E S T E R L A N D V A L U E S L E A G U E . 
1, P r i n c e s s S t r e e t , A l b e r t S q u a r e , M a n c h e s t e r . 

M e e t i n g s w e r e a d d r e s s e d a t t h e f o l l o w i n g p l a c e s d u r i n g 
F e b r u a r y : — W o m e n W o r k e r ' s H o m e , S t o c k p o r t (Mrs . 
R y d i n g s ) . C o u n t y F o r u m (F . V e r i n d e r ) . Q u e e n ' s P a r k 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e (F . V e r i n d e r ) , F a i l s w o r t h N e w 
C h u r c h L i t e r a r y S o c i e t y (Mrs. R y d i n g s ) , M a n c h e s t e r 
C e n t r a l L i t e r a r y a n d D e b a t i n g S o c i e t y (Dr . P . M c D o u g a l l ) , 
Bo l t on L . Y . L . E c o n o m i c Class ( J . B a g o t ) , N . M a n c h e s t e r 
L . Y . L . (D . C a t t e r a l l ) , C o u n c i l Schoo l , S t o c k p o r t ( J . C. 
W e d g w o o d , M . P . ) , O p e n s h a w Soc ia l i s t S o c i e t y (T. H . 
L igo) , P u b l i c H a l l , A l t r i n c l i a m ( J . C. W e d g w o o d , M . P . ) . 

U p t o t h e t i m e of g o i n g t o p r e s s t h e fo l l owing m e e t i n g s 
h a v e b e e n a r r a n g e d :—-
Mar. 1:—Co-operative Hall, King Street , Oldham. 1'. W. Raffan, 

M.P. 
„ 4.—Men's Meeting, Wesleyan Church, Delpli, 8.0 " Why 

the poor are always with us." .1. Bagot. 
,, 0.—Meeting for business men in League's Office. Coun. 

H. Taylor, of Bolton. 
7.—Stretford L.Y.L., Stretford Liberal Club. A. H. Weller. 

,, 8.—Oldham Road Independent Church and Sunday School 
Guild. A. H. Weller. 

„ 13.—Failsworth L.Y.L., Failsworth Liberal Club. A. H. 
Weller. 

„ 19.—Flowery Field (Hyde) Liberal Club. D. Catterall. 
„ 20.—Meeting for business men in League's Office, 7.30. 
„ 22.—High Lane L.Y.L., High Lane (Stockport) Liberal Club. 

A. H. Weller. 
„ 24.—Queen's Park Congregational Men's Meeting. 3.0. A. H. 

Weller. 
,. 25.—Widnes Liberal Club. 8.0. P. W. Raffan, M.P. 

26.—Lancashire College Settlement; Embdcn Street. Hulme. 
A. H. Weller, 

Mar. 31.—Seedley Socialist Society. Debate between G. F. Musson 
and F. Ramwell. Postponed from February 25th. 

., 5,12,26.- Astley Bridge L.Y.L. Economic Class. D. Catterall. 
„ 7, 14, 21. 28.—Economic Class meetings in League's Office 

a t 8.0. 
„ 12, 20.—North Manchester Branch Meetings a t Queen's Park 

Congregational Inst i tute, 8.0. 

F R E E T R A D E A N D L A N D V A L U E S D E B A T E . 
O n F e b r u a r y 6 t b a n d 7 t h t h e M a n c h e s t e r L e a g u e w a s 

f a v o u r e d w i t h a visit, f r o m M r . F . V e r i n d e r , w h o a d d r e s s e d 
t h r e e m e e t i n g s d u r i n g t h e t w o d a y s . O n t h e T u e s d a y 
a f t e r n o o n h e o p e n e d a d i s c u s s i o n o n F r e e T r a d e a n d L a n d 
V a l u e s a t t h e C o u n t y F o r u m , in w h i c h F r e e T r a d e r s ( l imi t ed 
a n d u n l i m i t e d ) . Tar i f f R e f o r m e r s , a n d L a n d N a t i o n a l i s e r s 
t o o k p a r t ; a n d in t h e e v e n i n g a d d r e s s e d a p u b l i c m e e t i n g 
i n t h e Q u e e n ' s P a r k C o n g r e g a t i o n a l L e c t u r e H a l l , u n d e r 
t h e a u s p i c e s of t h e N o r t h M a n c h e s t e r B r a n c h . O n W e d -
n e s d a y e v e n i n g t h e r e w a s a good a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e L e a g u e ' s 
off ice, w h e n Mr . V e r i n d e r s p o k e o n t l i e b u s i n e s s m a n ' s 
i n t e r e s t in t h e l a n d q u e s t i o n . T h i s w a s t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l 
of t h e m e e t i n g s f o r b u s i n e s s m e n y e t h e l d in t h i s off ice, 
a n d t h e S e c r e t a r y a n d t h o s e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h i m in m a k i n g 
t h i s n e w e f fo r t a r e g r e a t l y i n d e b t e d t o M r . V e r i n d e r f o r 
t h e s p l e n d i d a d d r e s s h e g a v e , w h i c h a r o u s e d t h e i n t e r e s t 
a n d w o n t h e s y m p a t h y of t h o s e w h o w e r e p r i v i l e g e d t o 
h e a r i t . 

T h e t w o m e e t i n g s a l r e a d y h e l d (a t t h e t i m e of w r i t i n g ) 
in t h i s par t , of t h e c o u n t r y , t h a t a r e i n c l u d e d in t h e U n i t e d 
C o m m i t t e e ' s spec i a l c a m p a i g n , h a v e b e e n h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l . 
Mr . E . G . H e m m e r d e , K . C . , a d d r e s s e d a l a rge a u d i e n c e 
in t h e T o w n H a l l , A s l i t o n - u n d e r - L y n e , o n J a n u a r y 3 0 t h , 
o v e r w h i c h Counc i l l o r B i c k e r t o n , J . P . , a b l y p r e s i d e d . 
A r e s o l u t i o n u r g i n g t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o h a s t e n t h e v a l u a t i o n 
of t h e l a n d , o r , if n e c e s s a r y , t o a d o p t a n e w m e t h o d of 
v a l u a t i o n , w a s m o v e d b y Mr . J . B a g o t a n d c a r r i e d u n a n i -
m o u s l y . O n F e b r u a r y 16 th , Mr . J . C. W e d g w o o d , M . P . , 
s p o k e a t S t o c k p o r t , w h e n Mr . S. L. H u g h e s , M . P . , p r e s i d e d , 
a n d a s i m i l a r r e s o l u t i o n , m o v e d b y M r . G . L . W h i t w o r t h , 
w a s c a r r i e d w i t h e n t h u s i a s m . Oil b o t h occas ions t h e ha l l s 
w e r e filled, t h e s p e e c h e s w e r e wel l r e p o r t e d in t h e loca l 
p a p e r s , a n d a l a r g e a m o u n t of l i t e r a t u r e w a s sold . O t h e r 
m e e t i n g s h a v e b e e n a r r a n g e d a s fo l lows : — F e b r u a r y 2 7 t h , 
P u b l i c H a l l . A l t r i n c h a m ( J . C. W e d g w o o d , M . P . ) ; M a r c h 
1st , C o - o p e r a t i v e H a l l . K i n g S t r e e t , O l d h a m (P . W . R a f f a n . 
M . P . ; W . B a r t o n , M . P . , p r e s i d i n g ) ; M a r c h 2 5 t h , L i b e r a l 
C lub , W i d n e s (P . W. R a f f a n , M . P . ; M a x M u s p r a t t , .T.P.. 
p r e s id ing ) . 

D u r i n g F e b r u a r y t h e M a n c h e s t e r E c o n o m i c Class m e e t i n g s 
were a d d r e s s e d b y Mr . J o h n B a t t l e , Mr . A . W . M a d s e n , 
Counc i l lo r C. H . S m i t h s o n , Mr . F . G . L l o y d , a n d Mr . 
W . P . C r o s s l a n d , a n d in e v e r y case t h e s p e e c h e s a n d dis-
cus s ions w e r e e x t r e m e l y i n t e r e s t i n g a n d i n s t r u c t i v e . 
F o r t h e f o u r T h u r s d a y e v e n i n g s in March t h e s p e a k e r s 
will b e Messrs . W . N o r m a n , H . B . H o b s o n , F . S k i r r o w , 
a n d W . B u r k i n s h a w . 

Mr . G e o . F . M u s s o n ( H o n . S e c r e t a r y , N o r t h M a n c h e s t e r 
B r a n c h ) l ias d r a w n u p a S y l l a b u s f o r t h e f o r t n i g h t l y m e e t -
ings in t l i e Q u e e n ' s P a r k C o n g r e g a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e . T h e s e 
m e e t i n g s a r e b e i n g d e v o t e d t o a s t u d y of P R O G R E S S A N D 
POVERTY, a n d a l l m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s l i v ing on t h e n o r t h 
s ide of M a n c h e s t e r a r e i n v i t e d t o g e t i n t o t o u c h w i t h 
Mr . M u s s o n (58, C h u r c h L a n e , H a r p u r h e y ) a n d t o a t t e n d 
t h e m e e t i n g s . 

O u r f r i e n d s in N o r t h M a n c h e s t e r , S t o c k p o r t , a n d G o r t o n 
a r e a l r e a d y m a k i n g p l a n s f o r o p e n - a i r c a m p a i g n s d u r i n g 
t h e c o m i n g s u m m e r . 

Mr . B a g o t , D r . M c D o u g a l l a n d t h e S e c r e t a r y h a v e r e c e n t l y 
v i s i t ed P e n i s t o n e , a n d all w e r e p l e a s e d a n d e n c o u r a g e d 
t o f i nd t h e r e a s t r o n g a n d v e r y a c t i v e g r o u p of S ing le 
T a x e r s . T h e E c o n o m i c Class m e e t i n g s , h e l d in P e n i s t o n e 
a n d T h u r l s t o n e a l t e r n a t e l y , a r e a t t e n d e d b y a b o u t 40 
m e n in e a c h plaoe , a n d t h e g r e a t e s t i n t e r e s t is m a n i f e s t e d . 
T h i s is l a rge ly t h e r e su l t of t h e u n t i r i n g e f f o r t s of M r . A . 
C la rk , Mr . F . A d a m s , a n d a f ew o t h e r m e m b e r s of t h e 
Y o r k s h i r e L e a g u e . 

A N A P P E A L T O F R E E T R A D E R S 
T h e f o l l o w i n g c i r c u l a r h a s b e e n s e n t o u t b y t h e M a n c h e s t e r 

L a n d V a l u e s L e a g u e t o p r o m i n e n t , loca l F r e e T r a d e r s : — 
B e l i e v i n g y o u t o b e a s u p p o r t e r of t h e po l i cy of F r e e 

T r a d e , I a m w r i t i n g in t h e h o p e of e n l i s t i n g y o u r s y m p a t h y 
a n d h e l p in a m o v e m e n t t o e x t e n d a n a c o m p l e t e tha t . 
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policy b y securing f r e e d o m to p roduce weal th in add i t i on 
to f r e e d o m to exchange i t . T h a t th i s f u r t h e r appli-
ca t ion of t h e principles of Free T r a d e is u rgen t ly needed 
is shown b y the depressing effects of our p resen t m e t h o d 
of t a x a t i o n which ac t s as a " h o s t i l e t a r i f f " u p o n every 
b r a n c h of t r ade . B y con t inu ing t o t a x t ea , coffee, 
tobacco , a n d o the r Commodit ies we also provide t h e 
enemies of F ree T r a d e wi th t he mach ine ry a n d w i t h their 
m o s t plausible a r g u m e n t s for Tariff Reform. 

1 will no t , however , a t t e m p t in this le t te r to offer 
reasons for ca r ry ing F r e e T r a d e to i ts logical conclusion, 
because they will be found ful ly set f o r t h in a paper 
that, was read a t t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l F ree T r a d e Congress 
a t A n t w e r p las t year ( F R E E T R A D E A N D L A N D V A L U E S , b y 
F . Verinder) , a copy of which I enclose and which 1 
ea rnes t ly c o m m e n d t o your carefu l considerat ion. 

T h e Manches te r L a n d Values League is a n o n - p a r t y 
o rgan isa t ion t h a t has t h e suppo r t of people of all political 
opinions who desire t o es tabl ish Real F ree T r a d e by t ax ing 
L a n d Values a n d u n t a x i n g all t he processes and p roduc t s 
of i n d u s t r y , a n d I t a k e t he l ibe r ty of appea l ing to you for 
he lp to enable us t o e x t e n d our opera t ions a n d the reby 
obv ia t e t he t h r e a t e n i n g dange r of Tariff Reform b y 
finally abol ishing all tariffs , including of course those 
imposed u p o n commerce by ra tes a n d t axes . 

T h e init ial s t ep in th is g rea t r e fo rm was t aken in t h e 
Budge t of 1909-10, a n d the n e x t a d v a n c e is out l ined in 
t he L a n d a n d T a x a t i o n R e f o r m Memorial that, was 
p resen ted to t he Gove rnmen t las t May, a copy of which I 
will a lso enclose. 

If y o u would like a n y f u r t h e r i n fo rma t ion a b o u t t h e 
League a n d i ts work , one of t h e m e m b e r s of t h e Com-
mi t t ee , or t he Secre ta ry , will be pleased to call upon you 
a t you r convenience. 

A R T H U R H . W E L L E R , Secre tary . 

BELFAST LEAGUE, 
24, Wi l lowbank S t ree t , Belfas t . 

Dur ing the p a s t few weeks mee t ings h a v e been addressed 
a t Be l f a s t Co-operat ive Society (S. R . Po r t e r . Bar r i s te r -a t -
Law) ; Carlisle Methodis t Church (A. W . Metcalfe) ; Sou th 
Bel fas t Libera l Associat ion (A. Wilson) ; C.P.A. (A. W. 
Metcalfe) ; Bo tan ic L i t e r a ry Club (A. Wilson) ; Church of 
I r e land Y o u n g Men 's D e b a t i n g Society (A. Wi lson) ; a n d 
People ' s Ha l l (A. Wilson) . 

MIDLAND LEAGUE. 
20, Cannon St ree t , B i rmingham. 

T w o of t he meet ings in t he Un i t ed Commi t t ee ' s special 
campa ign h a v e been held in t h e B i r m i n g h a m Dis t r ic t a t 
Langley a n d War ley WToods dur ing t h e pas t m o n t h . 
R e p o r t s of these meet ings , to be found in a n o t h e r column, 
show how successful t h e y were. T h e energies of t he League 
suppor t e r s h a v e been d i rec ted t o assist ing in t he organisa-
t ion of t h e meet ings a n d the success achieved is very 
gra t i fy ing . T h e m o v e m e n t has u n d o u b t e d l y received 
s t imulus in this d is t r ic t a s a resul t . 

T h e L a n d Values Circle a t Bi ls ton was concluded on 
F r iday , F e b r u a r y 16th, amid m a n y expressions of t h a n k s 
f rom t h e m e m b e r s to Mr. Wr igh t , t h e League Secre ta ry . 
W h e n t h e t ime comes for a publ ic mee t ing to be held 
a t Bi ls ton t o f u r t h e r sp read our ideas t he Circle will use 
every ef for t t o secure a large audience. 

T h e o the r L a n d Value Circles conducted by the Secretary 
are held a t W o l v e r h a m p t o n on Tuesdays . Bearwood on 
Wednesdays , a n d a t Selly Oak on Thur sdays . 

C H X P I I A > - W R I G H T , Secre ta ry . 

PORTSMOUTH. 
60. U p p e r Ariuidel St ree t , P o r t s m o u t h . 

On J a n u a r y 31st, unde r tiie j o in t auspices of the Por t s -
m o u t h I . L . P . and our League a m o s t in te res t ing d e b a t e 
was held. Mr. Craig, of the P o r t s m o u t h I . L . P . , aff i rmed 
t h a t " H e n r y George 's P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y con ta ins 
i m p o r t a n t s t a t e m e n t s of pr inciple which are not in accord-
ance w i t h fac t a n d a re m u t u a l l y d e s t r u c t i v e . " Our 
Mr. McGuigan took the negat ive . 

A m o s t ins t ruc t ive d e b a t e followed, there was a good 
audience, a n d the speakers were listened t o wi th g rea t 
a t t en t i on . Good sales of l i t e ra ture were recorded, and we 
hope t h e a t t e n t i o n aroused will be p roduc t ive of m u c h 

m 

good to our m o v e m e n t . We arc looking fo rward to Mr. 
Ure 's mee t ing here on the 18th March and shall e n d e a v o u r 
to m a k e it a success. 

W . K I N G , H o n . S e c . 

BURNLEY. 

Under t he auspices of t h e local b r a n c h of the Glads tone 
League, a mee t ing w a s held in tho Brunswick School, 
Burnley, on 25th J a n u a r y . Mr. Phi l ip Morrcll, M P . , the 
m e m b e r for t h e cons t i tuency , and Pres iden t of t h e Burn ley 
Branch of t he Glads tone Leaguo, presided, and a f t e r his 
opening speech, Mr. J o s i a h ('. Wedgwood. M.P. . del ivered 
a s t i r r ing address oil t h e Land Quest ion. T h e mee t ing hall 
was. t o use t he words of tho B U R N L E Y G A Z E T T K . " packed to 
i ts u t m o s t c a p a c i t y . " Dealing wi th t he cause of labour 
unres t , Mr. Wedgwood showed how this is due to an awaken-
ing on tho p a r t of tho workers , to t h e injust ice of present 
social condi t ions , and of t h e unequa l d is t r ibu t ion of weal th . 
He d e m o n s t r a t e d the fu t i l i ty of tho Socialist policy and 
remedies and showed in a clear a n d convincing m a n n e r 
tha i (be u n e m p l o y m e n t and low wages of t o -day are a 
result of land monopo ly crea ted and fostered by the present, 
r a t ing and t ax ing laws. T h e r e m e d y he showed to lie 
t he opening of the land to the workers on fa i r t e r m s b y 
Land Values T a x a t i o n , a n d t h e u n t a x i n g and unra t ing of the 
p roduc t s of i ndus t ry . 

The audience was most en thus ias t ic in its a p p r o v a l of 
Mr. Wedgwood ' s points , a n d at t h e c!os< a vote of t h a n k s 
to t he c h a i r m a n and h im was carr ied. T h e B U R N L E Y 
G A Z E T T E of 27th J a n u a r y , gave a splendid f ive-column 
report of t he mee t ing , and had a leading art icle deal ing 
wi th t he po in t s raised by t h e speakers . " On th is t h e m e 
( the land quest ion) " it said. " few m e n can speak w i t h more 
weight t h a n Mr. W e d g w o o d . " 

ATHERTON. 
On 7th F e b r u a r y , A lde rman P . W. Rat tan . M.P.. 

addressed a large mee t ing of his cons t i tuen t s at A tbe r ton 
(Lanes.). Mr. J a m e s D u n d a s W h i t e , LL.D. , M.P. , was 
also present , Mr. Rober t Greenhalgh , J . P . , presided, 
a n d b o t h Mr. W h i t e and Mr. R a f f a n delivered st i rr ing 
speeches on the land quest ion. Dr . Whi t e dea l t wi th 
t he ques t ion f r o m an economic s t a n d p o i n t , and in a mos t 
convincing address showed the in jus t ices a n d inequal i t ies 
of the p resen t fiscal s y s t e m and p u t fo rward the case for 
t he T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values in t h a t s imple b u t wonder-
ful ly clear m a n n e r that, has caused h i m to be recognised 
as one of t h e mos t effect ive speakers on th is quest ion, 
A lde rman R a f f a n deal t wi th t he ques t ion on the lines 
of t he L a n d a n d T a x a t i o n Refo rm Memorial , a n d aroused 
m u c h en thus ia sm. A h e a r t y vo te of t h a n k s to t he Cha i rman 
a n d speakers was carr ied wi th acc lamat ion . 

PEACE on EARTH 
GOODWILL to MEN 

Do you desire to bring this about ? 
Then see that 

4d. " Progress and Poverty " 4d. 
(By p o s t 5Jd . i C l o t h 8 d . , by p o s t lOd.) 

is placed in every house in the United 
Kingdom. 

Revised and corrected from the 
author s own Edition. " Progress and 
Pover ty" is indispensable to Land 

Reformers. 

John Bagot, Limited, LZDcD
A

LsE„r, 
LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPT., 376-7 , S t rand , London, W.C., 

o r f r o m a n y B o o k s e l l e r . 
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SCOTTISH NOTES AND NEWS. 
A very lively discussion took place in t h e Glasgow T o w n 

Council on T h u r s d a y , F e b r u a r y 1st, when ex-Bail ie 
Ba t t e r sby m o v e d t h e suspension of t h e s t a n d i n g orders 
to enab le h i m t o s u b m i t t he m o t i o n which a p p e a r s in 
ano the r co lumn. On a division t h o s t and ing orders were 
suspended by 42 votes t o 18. On a po in t of order raised 
by Bailie King as to whe the r t h e e x p e n d i t u r e would be 
legal, Mr. Lindsay, t h e T o w n Clerk, sa id : — " H e a n d his 
colleague, Mr. S tenhouse , had considered t h e ques t ion 
a n d the i r j o in t opinion was t h a t it was no t illegal a n d no t 
i n c o m p e t e n t t o expend as p roposed in t h e ques t i on . " 

Af te r a long discussion on a division tho resolut ion to 
c o m m u n i c a t e wi th all r a t i n g au thor i t i e s of 10,000 popula t ion 
and u p w a r d s was carr ied by 40 vo tes t o 17. 

This m a r k s t b e beginning of a f r e sh effor t in t b e p a r t 
of t be Glasgow Corpora t ion to induce munic ipa l au thor i t i e s 
to insist oil powers to r a t e on t h e basis of land values. 

Homo Rule is the m a i n cu r ren t of polit ics a t tf ie momen t 
and will concen t r a t e t h e bulk of poli t ical ef for t th is session 
of Pa r l i ament . T h e speakers of tho League havo been 
campa ign ing a m o n g (lie b ranches of t h e U n i t e d I r ish 
League du r ing tbe p a s t two or t h r ee m o n t h s , showing 
tho re la t ion of t b e land ques t ion to p o v e r t y and 
u n e m p l o y m e n t . T h e speakers a t t he se—in all some t w e n t y 

mee t ings h a v e been Messrs. G r a h a m Cassels, A d a m Muir, 
F ranc i s C. K. Douglas, a n d M. Wilson P a u l . 

A t t he m o n t h l y m e e t i n g of t h e Br idge ton W o m e n ' s 
Liberal Associat ion, in J a n u a r y , Mrs. Macrae del ivered ail 
address on " Land Va lues . " i n t h e course of her address 
she referred to t he benef i t s which m i g h t be, expec ted f rom 
(lie Small Landholders ' (Scot land) Act , which comes into 
opera t ion in April . T h e proposed land va lua t i on should 
h a v e an i m p o r t a n t bea r ing on land re fo rm, in re la t ion to 
indust r ia l quest ions , s t r ikes , a n d .unemployment . 

Mrs. Macrae said L a n d R e f o r m was t h e first a n d most 
necessary r e fo rm, a n d she po in ted ou t tho improved 
condi t ions of those d is t r ic t s in Aus t r a l i a a n d N e w Zealand 
whero t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values is in opera t ion . 

T h e P r i ze Compet ition Class on P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y , 
referred t o last m o n t h , was i n a u g u r a t e d on F e b r u a r y 9tli. 
Mr. R o b e r t Cassels occupied t h e chai r , and Mr. George 
Cotuiell exp la ined the scheme a t some length . T h e class, 
which will m e e t in t h e rooms of t h e League , 67, West 
Nile S t ree t , Glasgow, every evening a t 8 p .m. , was 
modera t e ly successful, in all some 40 s t u d e n t s hav ing joined 
t h e s t u d y . Mr. M. Wi lson P a u l was asked a n d agreed 
to t ake t h e posi t ion of t eacher . 

T h e o the r fou r classes, a t B a r r h e a d and R u t h e r g l e n , 
on T h u r s d a y a n d F r i d a y evenings, havo elicited a splendid 
response. T h e two classes in t h e rooms on M o n d a y a n d 
T h u r s d a y con t inue t o be fair ly well a t t e n d e d . T h e 
Classes, w i th t h e excep t ion of R u t h e r g l e n , will con t inue 
dur ing March . As a t o k e n of the i r apprec ia t ion t h e 
Ru the rg len s t u d e n t s p resen ted Mr. Wi l l iam Cassels wi th 
a foun ta in pen . 

Mr. G r a h a m Cassels del ivered an address to t be Polit ical 
E c o n o m y Class on Monday , 12th F e b r u a r y , o n " S o m e 
controvers ia l po in t s in P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . " 

There was a good a t t e n d a n c e a n d an in te res t ing dis-
cussion e n s u e d . 

M r. Mackendr ick del ivered an address o n " A creed of 
Social R e f o r m t h a t will w e a r , " t o t he E a s t e r n Co-opera t ive 
Society oil T h u r s d a y , 15th F e b r u a r y . The re was a large 
a t t e n d a n c e , a n d an in te res t ing d e b a t e followed. Mr. 
F ranc i s C. R , Douglas d e b a t e d w i t h t h e Socialists a t P e r t h 
on F e b r u a r y 27th. 

T h e St . Rollox by-elect ion is be ing keenly con tes ted , and 
t h e Memorial on Land T a x a t i o n R e f o r m (Leaflet No . 58) was 
issued w i t h I lie approva l of t he new Secre ta ry of S t a t e for 
Scot land , Mr. McKimion W o o d , as election l i t e ra ture , a long 
wi th o the r leaflets bear ing t be i m p r i n t of t h e Scot t i sh League. 
T h e leaflet is r ep roduced below. Hi s o p p o n e n t is Mr. 
F . A. Macquis ten , Advoca te , w h o a t one t ime was 
a m e m b e r of t h e Glasgow Town Council a n d a cons is ten t 
o p p o n e n t of all t he e f for t s m a d e by the Council to 

acqu i re powers to r a t e land values. Besides d i s t r i bu t ing 
l i te ra ture t o t he e x t e n t of 40,000 var ious leaflets, t he 
speakers of t h e League h a v e addressed some 20 mee t ings 
du r ing t h e week. T h e speakers wpre, Messrs. G r a h a m 
Cassels, A d a m Muir, F r anc i s C. R. Douglas , Mr. Macdona ld , 
William Cassels, Andrew McLaren , R o b e r t Cassels a n d 
o thers . 

LAND AND TAXATION REFORM. 
[This Memoria l , presented t o t h e P r i m e Minister a n d the 

Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r on 18th May, 1911, a n d signed 
by 173 Members of P a r l i a m e n t , has t h e a p p r o v a l and 
s u p p o r t of T h e Right Hon . T . M c K i n n o n Wood, Sec re ta ry 
of S t a t e for Scot land . ] 

This policy provides t b e f o u n d a t i o n necessary for such 
f u r t h e r r e fo rms as will resul t in securing for t h e people 
of th i s c o u n t r y a more equ i t ab le d i s t r ibu t ion of t h e bu rdens 
of the S ta te , in securing t o each the resu l t s of his own labour , 
a n d in opening u p t h e l and t o those who can m a k e t h e bes t 
use of i t . 

(1) Making L a n d Values avai lable for public n e e d s ; 
(2) Free ing i n d u s t r y f r o m monopoly a n d u n d u e b u r d e n s 

of t a x a t i o n ; 
(•'!) Completing the Policy of Free Trade by 

(a) Secur ing g rea te r oppor tun i t i e s t o p roduce in our 
own c o u n t r y b y affording g rea te r oppor tun i t i e s 
to use t h e laud ; and 

(b) Abolishing t h e du t ies t h a t r e m a i n on t b e food of 
tho people. 

Wc ask t h a t th is Policy m a y bo carr ied in to effect b y 
(1) Hastening the completion of the Valuation of all 

Land, apart from improvements, provided for in 
the Budget of 1909-1910 ; 

(2) Making t h a t Valua t ion accessible t o t he publ ic ; 
(.'!) E m p o w e r i n g Local Author i t ies t o levy r a t e s on the 

basis of t h a t Va lua t ion ; 
(4) Levying a Budget T a x on all L a n d Values, to be 

appl ied 
(a) I n p rov id ing a na t iona l f u n d t o be a l loca ted 

t o w a r d the cost of such services as Educa t ion , Poor 
Relief, Main Roads , Asylums, a n d Police, t h e r e b y 
reducing the local r a tes ; a n d 

(b) l n subs t i t u t i on of t h e du t ies on Tea , Sugar , Cocoa, 
and o the r ar t icles of food. 

VOTE FOR McKINNON WOOD, 
The Man who Works for this Reform. 

A Glasgow cor responden t wri tes F e b r u a r y 23rd :— 
" T h e fight he re is now a t fever hea t . T h e y are shak ing 

fists in each o the r ' s f a c e s ' wi th a vengeance . N o t h i n g 
like th is contest lias been known in t h e m e m o r y of l iving 
men . T r a d e s t o n and Ki lmarnock were keen, a n d the 
f ights the re had m o r e cohesion, b u t t h i s is a l i fe-and-deat l i 
s t ruggle . T h e ' boys ' h a v e all been o u t and h a d a r a r e 
good t ime . T h e y 1 ba i t ed ' t h e Marquis of Tul l ibard ine , and 
last n igh t A d a m Muir a n d J . Wilson P a u l h a d a d e b a t e wi th 
h im in t he G a r n g a d School p layground , which e n d e d in 
Tu l l iba rd ine inv i t ing t h e m to Blair-Athol l , t o p r o v e t h a t 
we a re all wrong in our e s t ima te of landlordism. I t is 
g r ea t f u n . Dr . D u n d a s W h i t e has done well. 
I have been wi th h im to nine mee t ings a day a t work-gates , 
and l i t t le else t h a n Land Values w a s ta lked . This fight 
has p roved t h a t t he cause of tbe fa i l ing of Liberal s u p p o r t 
is largely due to t h e I n s u r a n c e Act . a n d if M c K i n n o n Wood 
comes o u t all r ight the resul t will be recognised to be due 
to the fight on L a n d Values T a x a t i o n . J u s t off t o t h r ee 
mee t ings . " 

GLASGOW (ST. ROLLOX) BY-ELECTION. 
Poll ing in t h e by-elect ion necess i ta ted b y t h e p romot ion 

of Mr. McKi imou Wood t o be Secre ta ry for Scot land took 
place on 26th F e b r u a r y iu t h e St . Rol lox Divis ion of Glasgow, 
and t h e resul t was announced as follows :— 

Mr. T. McKinnon Wood (L) . . 8,530 
Mr. F . A. Macqu i s t en (U) . . . . . . 8.061 

Liberal m a j o r i t y . . . . . . 469 
T h e e lec tora te to ta l s 19,918. and prev ious resul ts were : 

Dec., 1910. J a n . , 1910. 
Wood (L) . . . . 9,291 Wood (L) . . 10,019 
C h a m b e r l a y n e (U) . . 7,374 C h a m b e r l a y n e (U) 6,821 

L. m a j o r i t y 1,017 L. m a j o r i t y 3,298 
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H I G H L A N D L E A G U E . 
22, H i g h Street. , I n v e r n e s s . 

<> ,V™ 2 1 s t F e b r u a r y , M r . J . C. S t e w a r t react a p a p e r o n 
" T h e S y s t e m of L a n d T e n u r e a n d T a x a t i o n in N o r t h e r n 
N i g e r i a " i n t h e L e a g u e ' s r o o m s . Mr . S t e w a r t ' s p a p e r f o r m s 
a good i n s t a l m e n t t o t h e l i t e r a t u r e of t h e m o v e m e n t . T h e 
s e c r e t a r y h a s g i v e n n o t i c e in t h e T o w n Counci l t o m o v e 
t h a t t h e Counc i l p e t i t i o n P a r l i a m e n t in f a v o u r of Mr . J . 
D u n d a s W h i t e ' s , M . P . , L a n d V a l u e s ( S c o t l a n d ) Bill. 

C. W . YOUNG , S e c r e t a r y . 

M A R R I A G E OF A. W . MADSEN. 

A S S I S T A N T S E C R E T A R Y O F T H E U N I T E D C O M M I T T E E . 

Mr. A. W . M a d s e n w a s m a r r i e d in E d i n b u r g h , h i s n a t i v e 
c i t y , t o Miss L i l i an R a t t r a y , on W e d n e s d a y . 14 th F e b r u a r y . 
Mr. M a d s e n c a m e t o t h e s taf f of t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e 
in t h e " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " Budge t , d a y s of J u l y , 1909. F o r 
s o m e f o u r m o n t h s p r e v i o u s h e h a d been S e c r e t a r y of t h e 
E d i n b u r g h L e a g u e fo r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s . 

E d u c a t e d at. t h e R o y a l H i g h School . E d i n b u r g h , a n d 
t a k i n g t h e B .Sc . d e g r e e a t t h e E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y , he 
f in i shed h i s school d a y s a t t h e M a r b u r g U n i v e r s i t y , G e r m a n y . 
F r o m 1902 t o 1909 h e w a s e m p l o y e d in a m e r c h a n t ' s office 
a t E a s t L o n d o n . S o u t h A f r i c a . I t w a s h e r e he i f i r s t 
h e a r d of t h e m o v e m e n t t h r o u g h a s t r a y c o p y of H e n r y 
G e o r g e ' s " P r o t e c t i o n o r F r e e T r a d e " c o m i n g i n t o his 
h a n d s . H e q u i c k l y d e v o u r e d al l G e o r g e ' s w r i t i n g s a n d 
b e c a m e a c o n v i n c e d S ing le T a x e r . H e c o m m e n c e d in t h e 
u s u a l w a y t o e d u c a t e f r i e n d s a n d n e i g h b o u r s ; w r i t i n g t o 
t h e P r e s s , c i r c u l a t i n g l i t e r a t u r e , b r i n g i n g t h e q u e s t i o n of 
L a n d V a l u e s T a x a t i o n b e f o r e local d e b a t i n g a n d l i t e r a r y 
socie t ies , a n d o r g a n i s i n g a c lass on Po l i t i c a l E c o n o m y w h i c h 
lie c o n d u c t e d w i t h m a r k e d success . Bes ides his' d u t i e s 
a t t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e , Mr. M a d s e n is M i n u t e S e c r e t a r y 
f o r t h e L a n d V a l u e s G r o u p in t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s , 
w h e r e h i s w o r k is m u c h a p p r e c i a t e d b y t h o s e " n o t o r i o u s " 
a n d u n t i r i n g M e m b e r s of P a r l i a m e n t w h o a r e in t h e H o u s e 
of C o m m o n s t o p r o m o t e o u r pol icy . C o m p a r a t i v e l y 
s p e a k i n g , Mr . M a d s e n is a n e w m a n in t h e m o v e m e n t , b u t 
lie h a s a f u t u r e b e f o r e h i m . H i s g r a s p of E c o n o m i c s a n d his 
k n o w l e d g e of t h e l i t e r a t u r e of " P r o g r e s s a n d P o v e r t y " 
is s e c o n d t o n o n e , a n d h i s a b i l i t y t o s t a t e h i s c a s e o n t h e 
p l a t f o r m o r w i t h h i s e v e r r e a d y p e n . is j u s t e q u a l t o h i s 
wi l l ingness a t all t u n e s t o p u t i t t o t h e se rv ice of t h e c a u s e . 
W e j o i n w i t h h o s t s of f r i e n d s m o s t co rd i a l l y in w i s h i n g h i m 
a n d h is w i fe t h e b e s t of g o o d wishes f o r t h e i r f u t u r e h a p p i n e s s 
a n d p r o s p e r i t y . 

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING. 

In a d d i t i o n t o t h e l e c t u r e s a n d m e e t i n g s a l r e a d y 
a n n o u n c e d in t h i s c o l u m n , M r . C e o . Linski l l , of G r i m s b y , 
h a s l e c t u r e d o n " T h e L a n d Q u e s t i o n a n d R a t i n g R e f o r m " 
a t S t . A i d a n ' s I n s t i t u t e , C l e e t h o r p e s ( J a n u a r y 18th : well 
r e p o r t e d in local p a p e r ) , a n d a l so f o r t h e Glee W a r d L i b e r a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n ( F e b r u a r y 1 3 t h ) ; M r . Goad o n " U n e m p l o y -
m e n t " t o t h e A . S . R . S . . f o r e s t G a t e ; Mr . J o h n H . D o b s o n , 
•LP. , h a s a d d r e s s e d t h e E a r l s m e a d U.S.A. , T o t t e n h a m 
( F e b r u a r y 18th) . T h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y h a s s p o k e n at, 
a d d i t i o n a l m e e t i n g s d u r i n g F e b r u a r y a t t h e C o u n t y F o r u m , 
M a n c h e s t e r ( 6 t h ) , t h e G h a r l t o n P r o g r e s s i v e Assoc ia t ion(28 t .h ) ! 

T h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e in t h e H A S T I N G S A N D S T . L E O N A R D S 
O B S U R V K R , r e f e r r e d t o last, m o n t h , g o e s m e r r i l y o n . Mr 
B o u t w o o d a n d M r . R. ( ' . S. W a d e a r e t a k i n g a, ful l s h a r e 
lit it,, a n d t he H o n . T r e a s u r e r of t h o L e a g u e h a s c o n t r i b u t e d 
a, long l e t t e r in r e p l y t o a n a t t a c k u p o n o u r e c o n o m i c s . 
At t h e t i m e of w r i t i n g , a m e e t i n g is b e i n g a r r a n g e d , to lie 
held in t h e M a r k e t Ha l l , H a s t i n g s , on F e b r u a r y 27 th , 
w i t h Mr . It. L. O u t h w a i t e a s t h e p r i n c i p a l speaker ." 

T h e spec ia l a t t e n t i o n of m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s in G r e e n w i c h 
a n d t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g c o n s t i t u e n c i e s in S . E . L o n d o n is 
ca l led t o t h e m e e t i n g a n n o u n c e d b e l o w fo r M a r c h 6 t h . 
I t h a s b e e n spec ia l ly a r r a n g e d b y t h e P r e s i d e n t a n d E x e c u -
t i v e m s u p p o r t of t h e i r co l l eague , Mr . O s c a r D o w s o n , w h o 
is t h e p r o s p e c t i v e c a n d i d a t e fo r G r e e n w i c h . Mr . D o w s o n 
will t a k e t h e c h a i r , a n d t h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e League, will 
d e l i v e r a l e c t u r e . T h e m e e t i n g h a s t h e h e a r t y s u p p o r t of 
t h e (Greenwich L i b e r a l A s s o c i a t i o n . 

P a r t i c u l a r s of o t h e r p u b l i c m e e t i n g s in L o n d o n d u r i n g 
M a r c h will b e f o u n d in a n o t h e r c o l u m n . M e m b e r s a r e 
a s k e d t o n o t e t h e d a t e s of t h e s e m e e t i n g s a n d t o d o a l l 
t h e y c a n t o e n s u r e t h e i r success , e s p e c i a l l y of t h o s e in 
t h e i r o w n n e i g h b o u r h o o d . 

Counc i l lo r T o o v e y c a r r i e d t h e f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n by 
a m a j o r i t y of t h r e e a f t e r a t w o n i g h t s ' d e b a t e a t t h e St 
A l b a n s D e b a t i n g S o c i e t y : " T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s 
m e a n s t h e F r e e d o m of P r o d u c t i o n : is t h e c o m p l e m e n t of 
F r e e T r a d e ; a n d s h o u l d b e t h e L i b e r a l a l t e r n a t i v e t o 
Tar i f f R e f o r m . " S o m e of t h e m e m b e r s a b s t a i n e d f r o m 
v o t i n g , o w i n g t o Mr . T o o v e y ' s r e m a r k s o n Tar i f f R e f o r m . 

Mrs . M a r j o r y P e a s e h a d a fine m e e t i n g a n d a g o o d 
d i s c u s s i o n w h e n s h e l e c t u r e d a t H u r s t G r e e n o n " T h e 
H i s t o r y of T a x a t i o n , " a n d c a r r i e d a r e s o l u t i o n in f a v o u r 
of t h e r e p e a l of t h e b r e a k f a s t - t a b l e D u t i e s . 

T h e B i s h o p of O x f o r d w r i t e s t o t h a n k Mr . V e r i n d e r fo r 
y o u r f a s c i n a t i n g l i t t l e b o o k " ( M v N E I G H B O U R ' S L A N D -

MARK), a n d a d d s t h a t " h e be l i eves t h a t n o t h i n g m o r e 
o p p o r t u n e cou ld h a v e b e e n w r i t t e n . " 

T h e n e x t q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g of t h e C e n t r a l Counc i l of t h e 
L e a g u e will h e held a t E s s e x Ha l l on W e d n e s d a y , A p r i l 24 th 
Mr . J W . G r a h a m P e a s e wil l o p e n a p u b l i c d i s cus s ion o n 

L a n d P u r c h a s e . " 

A v a l u e d c o r r e s p o n d e n t w r i t e s t o M r . V e r i u d e r : 
I w a s g l a n c i n g a t t h e f r e scoes .in t h e R o y a l E x c h a n g e 

t o - d a v . N e x t t o t h e o n e r e p r e s e n t i n g " W h i t t i n g t o n 
d i s p e n s i n g h i s c h a r i t i e s , " t h e r e is a s p a c e w h i c h w o u l d 
j u s t d o fo r " H e n r y G e o r g e d e m a n d i n g J u s t i c e in f r o n t 
of t h e R o y a l E x c h a n g e ; P r e s e n t e d b y .1 - F 
E s q u i r e . " I w o n d e r w h e t h e r t h e C i t y F a t h e r s w o u l d 
a c c e p t t h e o f fe r if it w e r e m a d e . T h e u n v e i l i n g m i g h t 
be d o n e b y Mr . L l o y d G e o r g e — o n t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t 
lie t a l k e d n o n o n s e n s e a b o u t " s t o m a c h t a x e s . " 

M A R C H M E E T I N G S . 
S«t. 2. -East Greenwich Branch A.S.C.K. : Oscar F. Dowson, 

•• Labour and Land Reform." 
Wed. I). —Public meeting at Invieta Road Council School, West-

com be Park, Greenwich : Oscar F. Dowson and 
H. G. Chancellor, M.P., on " T h e Lords and the 
Land." 8.15 p.m. 

Peel Inst i tute, 14A. Clerkenwell Green, K.C.: W. C. 
Wade, " Taxation of Land Values." 8.45 p m 

Mon. II .—Executive. 8 p.m. 
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Sun. 17.- Kingsl&nd Congregational P.S.A. (coi ner of Sandringham 
R o a d ) : Fredk. Verinder, " T h e Bible and the Land 
Question." 3 p.m. 

Mon. 18.—Hampstead L. and R. Association (Belsize Ward). 
" F i re f ly" Coffee Tavern, Fleet Road : Fredk. 
Verinder. 8.30 p.m. 

Tues. 19.—Birmingham Women's Libera! Association (Annual 
Meeting): Mrs. Pease, " The Land Question." 

•Moil. 25.—Executive. 8 p.m. 
Tues. 20.—National Committee for Prevention of Desti tution, 37, 

Norfolk Street , Strand, W.C : Mrs. Pease, " Unem-
ployment and the Land Question." 

Liberal and Radical Club, Pot ter Street, Bishop's 
S to r t fo rd : Fredk. Verindcr, " Land Values as a 
Basis for Hating." 

Sun. 31.—Kingston Humanitarian Society, Fife Hall, Fife Road. 
Kingston-on-Thames : Fredk. Verinder, 7 p.m. 

B O O K R E V I E W S . 

W H A T T H E W O R K I N G P E O P L E W A N T . 

S u p p l i e s of t h e n e w p a m p h l e t , ' ' W h a t t h e W o r k i n g 
P e o p l e W a n t , " b y M o y a 1.1. D a v i e s (Mrs . C r o m p t o n LI. 
Dav ies ) w h i c h w e n o t i c e d l a s t m o n t h c a n n o w b e h a d 
(p r i ce Id . e a c h ) f r o m t h e p u b l i s h e r s , t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e 
fo r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , 11. T o t h i l l S t r e e t , L o n d o n , 
S . W . , o r f r o m t h e L a n d V a l u e s P u b l i c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t , 
376-377, S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W.C . W e w a r m l y c o m m e n d 
t h i s brief a n d luc id s t a t e m e n t of o u r c a s e e spec ia l ly t o t h o s e 
w h o a r e i n t e r e s t e d in p r o p a g a n d a in t h e r u r a l d i s t r i c t s . 
R e v i e w i n g t h e p o s i t i o n of t h e w o r k e r s i t i n d i c a t e s c l ea r ly 
t he r e f o r m s in r a t i n g a n d t a x a t i o n t h a t m u s t b e c a r r i e d , 
a n d d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e e c o n o m i c a n d socia l e f f e c t s of t h e 
R a t i n g a n d T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s . T h e p a m p h l e t 
e m b o d i e s I he L a n d a n d T a x a t i o n R e f o r m M e m o r i a l p r e s e n t e d 
t o t h e G o v e r n m e n t in M a y l a s t y e a r a n d is i l l u s t r a t e d o n 
f r o n t a n d b a c k c o v e r b y t w o s t r i k i n g c a r t o o n s . A s w e g o 
t o p r e s s , 1 ,500 c o p i e s a r e in c i r c u l a t i o n . 

I N M E M O R Y O F M A X H I R S C H . * 

T o k e e p M a x H i r s c h ' s m e m o r y g r e e n in t h e m i n d s of 
t h o s e w h o w e r e n o t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h i m in h i s n o b l e a n d 
s t r e n u o u s f i g h t on b e h a l f of F r e e d o m a n d J u s t i c e — t h o s e 
w h o h a d t h i s p r i v i l e g e will r e q u i r e n o s u c h r e m i n d e r — 
t h e S ing l e T a x L e a g u e of V i c t o r i a h a s r e c e n t l y i s s u e d a 
n e a t l i t t l e v o l u m e c o n t a i n i n g s o m e of li is s h o r t e r e s s a y s a n d 
a d d r e s s e s . T h e f i r s t p l a c e is g i v e n t o h i s p o i n t e d a n d 
c o n v i n c i n g r e p l y t o A n d r e w C a r n e g i e ' s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
o u t b u r s t on " T h e G o s p e l of H e a l t h . " w i t h w h i c h m a n y 
of o u r r e a d e r s will b e we l l a c q u a i n t e d , a s i t w a s i s sued in 
p a m p h l e t f o r m (2d . ) b y o u r L a n d V a l u e s P u b l i c a t i o n 
D e p a r t m e n t . N e x t c o m e s a s o m e w h a t e l e m e n t a r y b u t 
m o s t i n s t r u c t i v e e s s a y o n " H o w W e a l t h A c c u m u l a t e s a n d 
M e n D e c a y , " in w h i c h H i r s c h p o i n t s o u t , w i t h h i s u s u a l 
l u c i d i t y a n d c l ea rnes s , h o w t h e o n e is t h e c o r o l l a r y of t h e 
o t h e r , h o w " t h e v e r y f o r c e s w h i c h o u g h t t o h a v e r e d u c e d 
t h e to i l o r i n c r e a s e d t h e r e w a r d of e v e r y l a b o u r e r . . . . 
h a v e b e e n w r e s t e d f r o m t h e i r n a t u r a l c o u r s e , a n d p r o d u c e 
t h e o p p o s i t e e f fec t ." T h e c o n c l u d i n g p a s s a g e of t h i s 
e s s a y , in w h i c h t h e a u t h o r i n d i c a t e s t h e n e c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n , 
t h e o n e t r u e p a t h l e a d i n g t o soc ia l s a l v a t i o n — t h e a b o l i t i o n 
of s p e c i a l p r i v i l e g e — i s Special ly w o r t h y of c a r e f u l s t u d y . 
T h e f ina l e s s a y , " T h e S o l i d a r i t y of L a b o u r " — o r i g i n a l l y 
d e l i v e r e d a s a n a d d r e s s d e l i v e r e d t o t h e P r i n t e r s ' C l u b , 
M e l b o u r n e , o n J u n e 9 t h , 1 8 9 4 — w a s a l s o well w o r t h y of a 
p l a c e in a v o l u m e p u b l i s h e d in m e m o r y of i t s a u t h o r . T h e 
v o l i u n e c o n c l u d e d w i t h a r e c o r d of M a x H i r s c h ' s F a r e w e l l 
A d d r e s s on t h e o c c a s i o n of a c o m p l i m e n t a r y d i n n e r t e n d e r e d 
t o h i m o n D e c e m b e r 1 9 t h , 1905, on t h e e v e of h i s d e p a r t u r e 
l'or E u r o p e , t h e c los ing w o r d s of w h i c h a r e s p e c i a l l y t o u c h i n g 
a n d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h e n o b l e - m i n d e d , p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d 
m a n w h o g a v e t h e m vo ice . T h e S ing l e T a x e r s of V i c t o r i a 
a r e s i n c e r e l y t o b e c o n g r a t u l a t e d oil h a v i n g p u b l i s h e d t h i s 
M e m o r i a l V o l u m e , w h i c h s h o u l d f ind a n h o n o u r e d p l a c e 
in t h e l i b r a r y of e v e r y e a r n e s t S ing l e T a x e r t h r o u g h o u t 
t b e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g w o r l d . — L . H . B . 
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L A N D V A L U E S T A X A T I O N I N P R A C T I C E . * 
I n 1908, w h e n t h i s l i t t l e b o o k w a s r e a d y fo r p u b l i c a t i o n , 

t h o u g h t h e p r o b l e m , " H o w b e s t t o c o n s e r v e t h e i n h e r e n t 
r i g h t s of t h e c o m m u n i t y a s wel l a s of t h e i n d i v i d u a l in 
r e l a t i o n t o t h e l a n d a n d t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s t h e r e o n , " 
w a s e v e r y w h e r e i m p e r a t i v e l y p r e s s i n g f o r s o l u t i o n , a n d 
t h o u g h , t h a n k s t o t h e i m m o r t a l g e n i u s of H e n r y G e o r g e , 
t h e o n e s i m p l e , p r a c t i c a l , e f f e c t i v e a n d c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
s o l u t i o n b a d been i n d i s p u t a b l y d e m o n s t r a t e d , y e t t h e 
s t e p s t a k e n in i t s d i r e c t i o n w e r e t o o t e n t a t i v e a n d t o o 
l i m i t e d b y all s o r t s of e x e m p t i o n s t o b e of m u c h p e r m a n e n t 
v a l u e . H o w e v e r , in i t , M a x H i r s c h a d m i r a b l y s u m m a r i s e s 
t h e a t t e m p t s t h a t h a d b e e n m a d e t o d e a l w i t h t h e p r o b l e m , 
w h i c h , a s t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e fo r i t s p u b l i c a t i o n wel l s a y , 
" s h o u l d p r o v e of i n v a l u a b l e a s s i s t a n c e t o al l p r a c t i c a l 
e x p o n e n t s , a s well a s s t u d e n t s , of t h e s u b j e c t of L a n d V a l u e s 
T a x a t i o n . " T h e c h a p t e r o n " N e w Z e a l a n d " s e e m s t o u s 
spec i a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g a n d i n s t r u c t i v e , t e a c h i n g n o t o n l y 
w h a t s h o u l d b e d o n e , b u t a l so w h a t s h o u l d b e a v o i d e d . 
T h e b o o k a b u n d a n t l y m a n i f e s t s i t s a u t h o r ' s m a s t e r l y 
g r a s p of d e t a i l a n d of h i s s u b j e c t . — L . H . B . 

T H E M A K I N G O F N O R T H E R N N I G E R I A . f 
N o r t h e r n N i g e r i a m a y well b e r e g a r d e d a s s t i l l i n t h e 

m a k i n g . F o r i t w a s o n l y t e n y e a r s a g o , o n t h e first of 
J a n u a r y , 1900, t h a t t h e B r i t i s h n a t i o n " a s s u m e d t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of g o v e r n i n g t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h i s v a s t a r e a 
in t h e A f r i c a n c o n t i n e n t , a n d e n t r u s t e d t h e t a s k t o a h a n d f u l 
of B r i t i s h o f f i c i a l s . " If t h e f u t u r e of t h i s p o r t i o n of t h e 
B r i t i s h E m p i r e p r o m i s e s t o r e f l ec t c r e d i t o n o u r s o m e w h a t 
p e c u l i a r s y s t e m of C r o w n C o l o n y G o v e r n m e n t , a s t h i s b o o k 
l e a d s u s t o b e l i e v e ; if in t h i s s h o r t s p a n of t i m e a s y s t e m 
of L a n d T e n u r e a n d T a x a t i o n h a s b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d w h i c h 
m a y well s e r v e a s a m o d e l t o t h e r e s t of t h e E m p i r e — a y e , 
e v e n t o G r e a t B r i t a i n i t se l f , a s well a s t o i t s m o r e a d v a n c e d 
a n d p r o g r e s s i v e s e l f - g o v e r n i n g o f f s p r i n g in C a n a d a a n d 
A u s t r a l a s i a , t h e m a i n c r e d i t m u s t n e c e s s a r i l y a c c r u e t o 
" t h i s h a n d f u l of B r i t i s h of f ic ia l s , " u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e a n d 
i n s p i r a t i o n of t h e t w o e n l i g h t e n e d a n d p r o g r e s s i v e m e n , 
S i r F r e d e r i c k L u g a r d a n d Sir P e r c y G i r o u a r d , w h o , 
f o r t u n a t e l y f o r t h e C o l o n y , w e r e a p p o i n t e d i t s first t w o 
G o v e r n o r s o r H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r s . 

I n h i s o p e n i n g c h a p t e r s C a p t a i n O r r g ive s u s a n i n t e r e s t i n g 
a c c o u n t of t h e p a s t a n d t h e r e c e n t h i s t o r y of N o r t h e r n 
N i g e r i a ; a suf f ic ien t d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e c o u n t r y a n d of t h e 
c h a r a c t e r of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s ; b r i e f ly s k e t c h e s t h e e v o l u t i o n 
of a c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l t r a d i n g C o m p a n y , t h e U n i t e d 
A f r i c a C o m p a n y , s u b s e q u e n t l y r e - n a m e d t h e N a t i o n a l 
A f r i c a n C o m p a n y , i n t o a C h a r t e r e d C o m p a n y , t h e R o y a l 
N i g e r C o m p a n y (1886) ; a n d c l e a r l y o u t l i n e s t h e c a u s e s 
w h i c h led t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t , in 1900, of N o r t h e r n N i g e r i a 
a s a C r o w n C o l o n y . I n r e a d a b l e , u n p r e t e n t i o u s l a n g u a g e , 
o u r a u t h o r a d m i r a b l y d e p i c t s t h e p r o b l e m s c o n f r o n t i n g 
t h e n e w a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e c h a o t i c s t a t e of t h e c o u n t r y , 
" r e p r e s e n t i n g t h r e e s t a g e s of c i v i l i s a t i o n m o r e o r less 
d i s t i n c t , t h o u g h o f t e n o v e r l a p p i n g a n d m e r g i n g i n t o o n e 
a n o t h e r , " d e v a s t a t e d a n d d e p o p u l a t e d b y m e r c i l e s s s l ave -
r a i d s a n d w h o l e s a l e s l a v e t r a d i n g . H i s luc id a c c o u n t of t h e 
s t r e n u o u s first s e v e n y e a r s of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , of t h e diff i -
cu l t i e s c o n f r o n t e d a n d o v e r c o m e , of t h e i n e v i t a b l e " l i t t l e 
w a r s " b r o u g h t t o a s u c c e s s f u l i s sue w i t h a m i n i m u m of 
b l o o d s h e d , h o l d s t h e r e a d e r ' s a t t e n t i o n a s fiction s e l d o m 
does . A n d b i s t o l e r a n t , p h i l o s o p h i c r e f l e c t i o n s o n t h e 
e l e v a t i n g i n f l u e n c e of M a h o m e d a n i s m o n t h e c h a r a c t e r a n d 
m o r a l s of t h e p a g a n t r i b e s , " s w e e p i n g a w a y d r u n k e n n e s s , 
c a n n i b a l i s m a n d f e t i s h i s m , " will b e k e e n l y a p p r e c i a t e d b y 
e v e r y e n l i g h t e n e d a n d i m p a r t i a l s t u d e n t of r e l i g ion a n d 
soc io logy . 

'The c h a p t e r s w h i c h will a p p e a l m o s t s t r o n g l y t o o u r 
r e a d e r s , h o w e v e r , will b e t h o s e d e a l i n g w i t h t h e t a x a t i o n 
p r o b l e m (Ch. V . ) a n d t h e p r o b l e m of L a n d T e n u r e (Ch . X V . ) . 
In t b e f o r m e r , t h e p r i m i t i v e p a g a n o r g a n i s a t i o n , in w h i c h t h e 
v i l l age f o r m s t h e e c o n o m i c u n i t , a n d t l ie m o r e c o m p l e x 
m e t h o d s of M a h o m e d a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d t a x a t i o n , a r e 
c l e a r l y a n d f o r c i b l y p i c t u r e d . A n d t h e r e a d e r will d o wel l 
t o b e a r in m i n d tha t , i t is u p o n t h e s e m e t h o d s t h a t t h e 
s y s t e m of t a x a t i o n a n d l a n d t e n u r e u l t i m a t e l y a d o p t e d w a s 
b a s e d ; a s y s t e m e n t i r e l y in h a r m o n y w i t h n a t i v e v i e w s 
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and customs. Apart from the Mahomedan tithe of corn, 
paid by all followers of Is lam, which formed an integral 
part of the revenue, there was in addition a tax called the 
" land-tax," the Kurdi-n-Kassa, which means literally 
" land-money," or ground rent, paid by all agriculturists, 
which is ana was regarded by the natives as " a rent for 
the use of land." Besides these two taxes there were 
taxes on special crops and special vocations, a series of 
minor license duties. 

T h e i m p o r t a n t a n d f u n d a m e n t a l ques t ion of L a n d T e n u r e 
was e v i d e n t l y in t h e v e r y f o r e f r o n t of t h e m i n d of t ho first 
H i g h Commiss ioner , Sir F rede r i ck L u g a r d , w h o m our 
a u t h o r shows to h a v e been , as ho descr ibes h im, " a m a n 
of i n d o m i t a b l e courage , u n s w e r v i n g devo t ion to d u t y . . . 
t o h a v e se rved u n d e r w h o m was a l iberal e d u c a t i o n . " I t 
was dea l t w i t h t e m p o r a r i l y in ono of his first P roc l ama t ions , 
t h e Crown L a n d s a n d P u b l i c L a n d s P r o c l a m a t i o n , issued 
in 1902. B y a n i m p o r t a n t clause in th i s P r o c l a m a t i o n 
" i t was m a d e illegal fo r a n y non-na t ive— i . e . , a n y person 
no t a n a t i v e of t ho P r o t e c t o r a t e — t o acqui re a n in te res t in 
a n y Pub l i c L a u d s excep t w i t h t h e consent of t h e H i g h 
Commiss ioner ; a n d it was f u r t h e r enac ted t h a t all r en t a l s 
f r o m l auds acqu i red b y non -na t i ve s should acc rue t o t h e 
publ ic r e v e n u e . " I n 1906 a N a t i v e R e v e n u e P r o c l a m a t i o n 
was issued, bas ing t h e assessment for t a x a t i o n on t h e va lue 
of t h e l and , a n d i t s p roduce . D u r i n g tho s a m e y e a r Sir 
F reder i ck L u g a r d issued a l eng thy m e m o r a n d u m t o Resi-
den t s , t be Br i t i sh heads of t h e different p rov inces a n d d is t r ic t s , 
expla in ing t h e Pub l i c L a n d s P r o c l a m a t i o n , po in t i ng out t h a t 
it " s t a t e d in clear a n d precise t e r m s t h a t all r en t a l s of 
Pub l i c L a n d s should f o r m p a r t of t h e publ ic r e v e n u e , " 
p lac ing on record his op in ion t h a t " i t would b e inadv i sab le 
t o ignore t h e pr inc ip le t h a t G o v e r n m e n t a lone should be 
t h e l and lo rd of a n o n - n a t i v e , " a n d ask ing for ce r ta in 
def ini te i n f o r m a t i o n on va r ious po in t s connec ted w i t h 
n a t i v e v iews a n d c u s t o m s concern ing L a n d Tenure . 

A t t h e e n d of 1906 Sir F reder i ck L u g a r d re t i red . I n 
J a n u a r y , 1907, Sir P e r c y G i r o u a r d — w h o " before a r r iv ing 
in N o r t h e r n Niger ia h a d m a d e a close s t u d y of t h e con-
d i t ions of l and t e n u r e a n d assessment in I n d i a a n d o the r 
coun t r i e s " — w a s a p p o i n t e d H i g h Commiss ioner in h is place. 
H e a t once i n s t i t u t e d inquir ies in to t h e condi t ions of land 
t e n u r e p reva i l ing in N o r t h e r n Niger ia , a n d t h e n a t i v e 
v iews concern ing same. T h e repl ies received to his 
p redecessor ' s m e m o r a n d u m were collected a n d t a b u l a t e d . 
B e y o n d d i s p u t e t h e y " es tab l i shed t h e f a c t t h a t t h e idea 
of p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y in l and was fore ign t o t h e c o u n t r y ; 
t h a t t b e universa l ly accep t cd view a m o n g s t t h e na t i ve s 
was t h a t t h e en t i re l and w a s held in t r u s t by t h e chiefs 
for t h o use of t h e people " ; t h a t , as a Y o r u b a N a t i v e 
concisely expresses it , " A l l l ands in t h e c o u n t r y are 
in t h e keep ing of t h e chiefs for t h e m e m b e r s of t b e t r ibe 
t o w h o m t h e l and belongs. T h e r e is n o t a foo t of land 
t h a t is n o t c la imed or possessed b y some t r i b e or o ther , 
a n d t h e m e m b e r s of each t r ibe can a p p l y t o t he i r respec t ive 
chiefs fo r a g r a n t of land to be used a n d c u l t i v a t e d for 
f a r m i n g a n d o the r purposes . A n y land so g r a n t e d becomes 
t h e p r o p e r t y of t h e g r a n t e e for life, a n d for his heirs a f t e r 
h im in p e r p e t u i t y , w i t h all t h a t g rows on i t a n d all t h a t 
lies u n d e r n e a t h i t . B u t s u c h land m u s t be m a d e use of, i.e., 
i t m u s t b e c u l t i v a t e d or used beneficial ly ; if n o t the 
g r a n t e e is l iable t o lose i t , a n d i t m a y then be given to 
a n o t h e r w h o will m a k e use of i t . " 

Ac t ing on th i s i n fo rma t ion , wh ich ev iden t ly coincided 
wi th his own views, Sir P e r c y Gi rouard s u b m i t t e d a d i spa t ch 
to t h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e fo r t h e Colonies, Mr. I,. H a r c o u r t , 
con t a in ing h is own views a n d t h e obse rva t ions of t h e 
Res iden t s , r e c o m m e n d i n g t h a t e x p e r t adv ice should be 
sough t on " a s u b j e c t of s u c h v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e to t h e p r e sen t 
a n d f u t u r e wel fa re of t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t ho P r o t e c t o r a t e . " 
" T h e cond i t ion of t e n u r e o b t a i n i n g in N o r t h e r n Niger ia , " 
he w r o t e in his A n n u a l R e p o r t fo r 1907, " d i s c l o s e s a 
s i t ua t ion a p p a r e n t l y a l lowing of a policy which would 
promise l as t ing benef i t s a n d p ro tec t ion t o t h e n a t i v e 
p o p u l a t i o n . " A n d in J u n e . 1908. a P a r l i a m e n t a r y Com-
m i t t e e was a p p o i n t e d t o cons ider t h e whole ques t ion of Land 
T e n u r e a n d Assessment in N o r t h e r n Nige r i a—a C o m m i t t e e 
on which ou r ever ac t ive co-worker , Mr. .Tosiah W e d g w o o d , 
M.P. , p l ayed a n i m p o r t a n t a n d c red i t ab le p a r t . 

T h e R e p o r t of t h e Commi t t ee , which is a d m i r a b l y 
s u m m a r i s e d b y our a u t h o r , was accep ted b y t h e Sec re t a ry 
of S t a t e , w h o d i rec ted t h a t legislation should be d r a f t e d 
t o give effect t o i ts r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , which was d o n e in a 

P r o c l a m a t i o n well t e r m e d ' T h o N a t i v e s ' R i g h t s P r o c l a m a -
t i o n " d r a w n u p and issued in t h e yea r 1910, tho ef fec t of 
wh ich we feel impel led t o givo in ou r a u t h o r ' s own w o r d s : — 

" Tho whole of tho land of t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e , w h e t h e r 
occupied or unoccup ied (except thoso a l r eady declared to 
bo Crown Lands) , wero dec la red to b e N a t i v e Lands , u n d e r 
t b e cont ro l of t b e Governor , w h o shou ld bold a n d ad-
min i s te r t h e m fo r tho benef i t of t ho na t i ve s of t h e Pro-
t ec to ra t e , h a v i n g regard to n a t i v e law and c u s t o m . . . . 
T h e Governor , as His M a j e s t y ' s r ep re sen t a t i ve , occup ies 
t h e pos i t ion fo rmer ly held b y tho va r ious Chiefs and 
Emirs , a n d v i r tua l ly becomes t h e l and lo rd of eve ry acre 
of l and t h r o u g h o u t t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e , cha rged w i t h t h e 
d u t y of dea l ing w i t h it in ce r t a in p resc r ibed w a y s fo r t h e 
benefi t of tlio i n h a b i t a n t s . T h o i n h a b i t a n t s s t a n d , in 
regard t o t h e laud , in t h o s a m e pos i t ion t o w a r d s h i m as 
t h o y fo rmer ly d id t o w a r d s thoi r p a r a m o u n t Chiefs, 
namely , as t e n a n t s a t will ; t he i r r i g h t s aro secured to 
t h e m in p e r p e t u i t y , a n d t h e y c a n n o t bo dispossessed 
excep t fo r good causo, which is rigidly def ined. I n 
r e t u r n fo r t ho r igh t of o c c u p a n c y flic Governor is em-
powered to d e m a n d a n a n n u a l r en t a l , d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e 
va lue of t h e land , a n d liable t o revis ion a t i n t e rva l s 
of no t less t h a n seven years . N o occupier m a y a l i ena te 
his r i gh t of o c c u p a n c y b y sale, m o r t g a g e , or t r a n s f e r , 
w i t h o u t f i rs t ob t a in ing t h e consen t of tho Gove rno r . 
Precisely t b e saino cond i t ions a p p l y to non-na t ives , to 
w h o m r igh t s of o c c u p a n c y m a y bo g r a n t e d . " 

T h a t C a p t a i n Orr himself fu l ly app rec i a t ed t h e far -
reach ing economic ef for ts of t ho a d o p t i o n of such a s y s t e m 
of land t e n u r e a n d t a x a t i o n , is ev id en t f r o m m a n y passages 
in his v a lu ab l e work . T h u s he p o i n t s ou t that—-

" Tho r a i lway which is now being c o n s t r u c t e d i n t o t ho 
in ter ior will cause a v e r y large rise in va lue in tho land in 
i ts v ic in i ty . T h e N a t i v e s ' R i g h t s P r o c l a m a t i o n secures 
t h e consequen t increase in r e n t a l s for t h e benef i t of t h e 
peoplo concerned . One of t ho m o s t compl ica ted a n d 
difficult p rob l ems wi th wh ich t h e p r e sen t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
h a s t o dea l is t h e secur ing fo r pub l ic r evenues of t h e 
economic va lue of t h e l and in t o w n s a n d cities, a va lue 
which will sho r t l y become ve ry large, especial ly in t hose 
s i t u a t e d on or nea r t h e ra i lway . Fo rmer ly agr icu l tu r i s t s 
were t a x e d for the i r f a r m s , a n d c r a f t s m e n pa id licenses, 
b u t t he r e was no t a x a t i o n of l and on which houses were 
bui l t or m a r k e t s tal ls e rec ted . T h e pr inc ip le of land 
ren t , in sho r t , was n o t appl ied to u r b a n sites. To e x t e n d 
it to these will n o t confl ict w i t h a n y n a t i v e c u s t o m s ; 
on the c o n t r a r y , i t is t h e logical o u t c o m e of these , a n d 
the re is no d o u b t t h a t t b e n a t i v e ru le rs and officials 
will readi ly perceive th i s , a n d givo will ing ass i s t ance in 
f o r m u l a t i n g a scheme t o c a r r y it o u t . " 

W o feel we need m a k e no apo logy to our r eade r s for 
h a v i n g no t i ced C ap t a in O r r ' s in t e res t ing and in s t ruc t ive 
work a t such length . S u c h " A N a t i v e s ' R i g h t s P r o c l a m a -
t ion " is u r g e n t l y needed for G r e a t B r i t a i n , a n d elsewhere. 
Sooner or la te r it is b o u n d to come ; a n d w e feci t h a t C a p t a i n 
Orr will find sa t i s fac t ion in t h e knowledge t h a t his work 
will do n o t a l i t t lo to h a s t e n t b e d a y of i ts a r r iva l . I n t h e 
meanwhi l e , R a d i c a l s a n d Single T a x e r s , as well as s t u d e n t s 
of Sociology, wou ld be well adv i sed t o exe r t t hemse lves 
t o secure t h a t his t ime ly a n d n o t e w o r t h y book finds a p lace 
on tho she lves of every pub l ic l i b ra ry , as i t well deserves 
to do. F o r ou r p a r t wo g ra t e fu l l y t h a n k Cap ta in Or r for 
his v a lu ab l e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o tho c o n s t a n t l y growing l i tera-
t u r e on t h o L a n d Quost ion . 

I., H . B . 

As we go to p ress w e regre t t o h a v e t o record tho d e a t h 
of t h e Sec re t a ry of t h e E d i n b u r g h T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values 
League , Georgo A r n o t t Ead i e , S.S.C., wh ich occur red 
on 22nd F e b r u a r y a f t e r a r a t h e r long a n d pa in fu l illness. 
I n E d i n b u r g h a n d t h e E a s t of Sco t land his devo t ion t o t h e 
work of t h e League was v e r y m u c h apprec ia ted . H i s 
d e a t h is a d i s t inc t loss t o our E d i n b u r g h co-workers t o 
w h o m he was a f a i t h f u l a n d efficient secre ta ry . W e e x t e n d 
ou r s incerest s y m p a t h y t o his be r eaved widow a n d ch i ld ren , 
a n d to ou r E d i n b u r g h f r i ends in t h e loss of a devo t ed 
colleague. 
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C O L O N I A L A N D F O R E I G N N E W S . 

MR. JOSEPH FELS IN THE UNITED STATES 
AND CANADA. 

Since we last wen t t o press we h a v e received several 
ba t ches of newspaper cu t t i ngs tel l ing of mee t ings addressed 
b y Mr. Eels, in var ious cities in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and in 
C a n a d a , where ho is a t p r e s e n t t ou r ing . D a y b y d a y he 
has addrossed publ ic ga the r ings of all de sc r ip t ions—Boards 
of 'Trade, Commereo Chamber s , c lubs , religious bodies, 
d e b a t i n g societies, a n d conferences of business m e n . T h e 
newspaper m e n h a v e been a f t e r h i m like bees a f t e r honey 
and in te rv iews and c h a r a c t e r ske tches havo appea red in 
m a n y journa l s . Indeed , j udg ing b y t h e a m o u n t of not ice j 
t h a t has been accorded h im in tho Press , Mr. Eels ' t o u r 
has been a ver i tab lo " t r i u m p h a l progress . " One would 
have t h o u g h t t h a t such an e n o r m o u s a m o u n t of publ ic 
speak ing and in te rv iewing would h a v e been t h e l imit t o 
a n y m a n ' s capabi l i t ies . But n o t so wi th J o s e p h Eels, for 
lie has f o u n d t ime in add i t i on t o wr i te several ar t icles on 
the land ques t ion which h a v e a p p e a r e d in va r ious journals . 
Two wo h a v e before us a re pa r t i cu l a r ly gr ipping, a n d bea r 
t he s t a m p of Mr. Fels ' energet ic a n d " to - the-po in t " 
pe r sona l i ty r igh t t h r o u g h . 

As ev idenced b y t h e r epo r t s we h a v e t o h a n d , Mr. Fels 
is m a k i n g a m a r k e d impress ion whereve r he goes. N o t only 
on t h e audiences ho addresses b u t on inf luent ia l publ ic 
men w i t h w h o m he comes in to con t ac t . W e read t h a t 
he he ld a two hours ' conferenco wi th a b o u t t h i r t y 
business men , inc luding bui lders , a rch i tec t s , real e s t a t e 
brokers a n d con t r ac to r s , in t h e Bui lders ' E x c h a n g e a t 
T o r o n t o , a t which he expla ined to t h e m t h e pr inciples of 
Single T a x . A f t e r w a r d s Mr. Eels in te rv iewed o the r 
business men , a n d secured the promises of about. t w e n t y 
men and firms who expressed themse lves as wi lling to : 
p u t u p an a m o u n t of t h e t a x on the i r bus iness for one 
yea r t o c o n t r i b u t e t o a f u n d t o do a w a y wi th t h a t t a x . 
These m e n and f i rms paid t a x e s on the i r business r ang ing 
f r o m a b o u t £6 to £100 annua l ly . One or t w o large whole-
sale houses pay ing t axes of a p p r o x i m a t e l y £1,000 t o 
£1,400 also declared the i r wil l ingness to fal l in line on 
condi t ion t h a t fifteen or t w e n t y o the r large firms would 
do the same. Mr. Fe l s will c o n t r i b u t e an a m o u n t equa l 
to t h e whole a m o u n t raised. Speak ing of t h e mee t ing 
held in t h e Bui lders ' E x c h a n g e , Mr. Fels sa id t o THE 
G L O B E (Toronto) t h a t th i s was t h e f i rs t m e e t i n g of th i s 
class of business men he h a d ever known which h a d been 
held to discuss tho p lac ing of T a x a t i o n o n L a n d - V a l u e s 
a lone . Under o r d i n a r y cond i t ions these m e n were 
opposed t o w h a t he proposed , b u t while he would no t 
say t h a t he had conv inced those a t t h e meet ing , he 
bel ieved t h a t t he m a j o r i t y of t h e m would u l t ima te ly 
come over , and f a v o u r t he t a k i n g of t h e t a x a w a y f r o m 
businesses a n d p lac ing i t where i t belonged. I n t a k i n g 
a r ide a r o u n d t h e c i ty y e s t e r d a y a f t e r n o o n Mr. Fels was 
s t ruck wi th t h e f a c t t h a t one- th i rd of t h e superficial area 
wi th in t h e c i ty l imits w as now v a c a n t a n d h a d never been 
built u p o n . " W h e n I was in Bri t ish Co lumbia , " he 
said t o THF. GLOBE. " I saw Premie r M c B r i d e . a n d I a sked 
him w h a t he thought , of T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values alone. 
He said he himself d id not bel ieve in i t . b u t he realised 
t h a t it would h a v e to come e v e n t u a l l y . " 

T h a t Mr. Fels is no respec te r of pe r sons where t h e push ing 
of our r e fo rm is concerned is bo rne ou t in an in te res t ing 
accoun t , in t he O T T A W A E V E N I N G C I T I Z E N of 22nd J a n u a r y , 
of an in te rv iew he had wi th Sir J a m e s W h i t n e y , t h e P remie r 
of On ta r io . T h e s t o r y told in Mr. Fels ' own words t o a 
repor te r is pa r t i cu l a r ly in te res t ing . H e r e aro some 
e x t r a c t s : 

T h e first ques t ion I asked h i m a f t e r he let m e sit down 
was t h a t he .should define t h e di f ference be tween t h e 
Libera l P a r t y a n d t h e Libera l -Conserva t ive P a r t y . H i s 
answer was t h a t t h o Libera l -Conserva t ives now s tood 
w h e r e t h e Rad ica l s s tood f o r t y yea r s ago. I a lmos t fell 
off m y cha i r in m y a s t o n i s h m e n t a t hear ing some th ing 
like t h e t r u t h . My nex t ques t ion was w h a t i m p o r t a n c e 
he ascr ibed to t h e Single T a x m o v e m e n t in Canada . H e 
said t h a t " t w o or th ree piffl ing newspape r s " were 
adve r t i s ing i t , a n d m e n t i o n e d T H E G L O B E a n d T H E 
CITIZEN. I asked h i m if it was t r u e t h a t 169 newspape r s 
h a d s igned some k ind of a pe t i t ion to h i m express ing a 

desire as r ep resen ta t ives of t h e people for t he Single T a x . 
Sir J a m e s ' m e m o r y fai led h i m here. H e w a r n e d me 
aga ins t us ing ba rb-wi re m e t h o d s of ex t r ac t i ng knowledge 
f r o m h im. 

My n e x t ques t ion was w h a t he would do a b o u t t h e 
holding of l and o u t of use all over Canada , r epor t s of 
which h a d reached even m y dul l u n d e r s t a n d i n g dur ing 
m y few d a y s in Canada . I n rep ly lie said t h a t m y Single 
T a x ag i t a t i on and m y H e n r y George ph i losophy were 
fakes a n d fads , a n d t h a t l i t t le of his a t t e n t i o n h a d been 
called to a n y holding u p of land or specula t ing in land 
va lues t h a t were of h u r t to t he c o u n t r y . Tf, however , 
p r i va t e people were hold ing u p l and aga ins t t h e welfare of 
Canada , he would m a k e i t his business t o wipe ou t th i s 
k ind of ho ldup by s t r enuous measures . Asked w h a t k ind 
of measu re s he m e a n t , ho vo lun tee red tho i n fo rma t ion 
t ha t t a x a t i o n of t h e r igh t kind was t h e only t h ing t o reach 
t h e m . " M y dear Sir J a m e s , " I said, " t h a t ' s t h e Single 
T a x . " Ho came b a c k a t m e wi th a solemn w a r n i n g n o t 
to uso a n y more ba rb-wi re m e t h o d s or he w o u l d n ' t s t and 
it. " A n d b l ame i t , sir, you m u s t respect m y w a r n i n g , " 
he added . 

I r espec ted his wa rn ing b y sugges t ing t h a t as a n inv i ted 
guest a t Sir J a m e s ' t a b l e I was unde r his p ro tec t ion , and 
so fea red h i m not . T h e n Sir J a m e s began asking m e some 
quest ions , a n d " ba rb -wi red " m e a l i t t le . H e asked if 
1 w a n t e d to in t roduce the Single T a x in to C a n a d a a n d o ther 
countr ies , a n d if I was spending a f o r t u n e to do i t . Upon 
m y m o d e s t l y p leading gui l ty , he declared t h a t he did not 
bel ieve a word of i t , a n d t h a t I was t a k i n g t h e cheapest 
m e a n s of cour t ing publ ic i ty and no to r i e ty—indeed , t h a t 
in his opin ion I was ge t t ing good adver t i s ing for m y soap 
a n d mysel f . T o the l a t t e r charge I modes t l y pleaded 
gui l ty again . I said that, if I s aved a l i t t le m o n e y in n o t 
pay ing t h e newspapers there was t h a t m u c h m o r e with 
which t o adver t i se t h e Single T a x . 

Then , t h e w e a t h e r ge t t ing a l i t t le hot., Sir J a m e s a l i t t le 
hot unde r t h e collar, a n d I g rea t ly a m u s e d , I took t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y to offer h i m a l ea the r -bound copy of PRO-
G R E S S A N D ' P O V E R T Y . H e would n o t promise t o read i t , 
b u t said to leave i t t he r e as i t would do no h a r m . I 
inscribed it t o h im, gave h im a copy of m y own pamphle t 
on " U n e a r n e d I n c r e m e n t , Soap , Cows a n d L a n d , " and 
shak ing h a n d s wi th h im—which he did r a t h e r gingerly, 
lef t his presence. Rcquiescat in pace. 

MR. E D W A R D McHUGH'S ARRIVAL IN 
AUSTRALIA. 

T h e following is t a k e n f r o m the co lumns of t he D A I L Y 
HERALD. Adelaide, of December 23rd :— 

Single Taxe r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h will be 
pleased t o know t h a t Mr. E d w a r d McHugh , f r o m the 
Uni t ed Commi t t ee for Taxa t ion of L a n d Values in Great 
Br i t a in , lias a r r ived in Aus t ra l ia . A n u m b e r of Single 
Taxe r s w e n t to t he Oute r H a r b o u r on S a t u r d a y to meet 
t he " O r a m a , " and on behalf of t h e S o u t h Aus t r a l i an League 
t ende red a cordial welcome t o Mr. McHugh . H e was 
a f t e r w a r d s en te r t a ined a t lunch in t he c i ty , and t h e n t a k e n 
for a m o t o r r im t h r o u g h the hills, r e t u rn ing t o t h e boa t 
a b o u t five o 'clock for t h e purpose of con t inu ing his voyage 
t o Melbourne. Mr. M c H u g h comes as a r ep resen ta t ive of 
t h e U n i t e d Commit tee , and dur ing t h e n e x t twelve m o n t h s 
will lec ture on t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values t h r o u g h o u t 
t he S ta tes . H e s t a r t s his c a m p a i g n in Victoria , and Mr. 
W. W . L y g h t . well k n o w n as mi en thus ias t i c Single T a x c r . 
will act as advance agent and organiser for t h e meet ings 
in t h a t S t a t e . Mr. McHugh comes wi th a sp lendid r epu ta -
t ion as an e x p o n e n t of Single T a x principles. He has 
j u s t comple ted a successful campa ign in Wales , address ing 
mee t ings of u p w a r d s of 10,000 people. H e is a ca lm. 
de l ibera te speaker , w i th a vein of h u m o u r , and well versed 
ill his s u b j e c t m a t t e r . Moreover, ho was a personal fr iend 
of H e n r y George, a n d organised t h e meet ings for h im in 
Scot land . Mr. M c H u g h has spoken on Land Values 
T a x a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t Grea t Br i t a in , a n d also in America. 
H i s visi t should m a r k a n epoch in t he h i s tory of t h e move-
m e n t in Aust ra l ia , a n d ac t as an inspi ra t ion for local 
workers to renew the i r efforG in the cause of economic 
f r eedom. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

H A L F - Y E A R L Y R E P O R T O F 
L E A G U E . 

S I N G L E T A X 

T h e fol lowing is a s u m m a r y of the R e p o r t of t h e Single 
T a x League of S o u t h Aus t ra l i a for t he six m o n t h s ending 
December 31st, 1911, p resented a t t he ha l f -year ly mee t ing 
of t h e League , held in Adelaide on November 23rd. 

The new Secre ta ry of t he League . Mr. E . .T. Craigic. 
took over his du t i e s on J u l y 3rd, 191 I. Dur ing August, a 
Rill was in t roduced in to t he House of Assembly t o amend 
a n d consol ida te tho Distr ic t Councils Act , in which was a 
clause g iv ing power to raise revenue by a t a x on land 
values. A circular le t te r a n d pet i t ion form, suppor t ing the 
clause, were sent to every dis t r ic t council , 144 in all, asking 
t h a t s igna tu res be secured and tho pe t i t ion presented 
to t h e Legis la t ive Council. M a n y sa t i s fac to ry replies were 
received a n d the m a t t e r now res ts wi th t he Council. 

T h e H e n r y George Social was held on A u g u s t 29th . 
and was a b r i l l i an t success. A weekly Single T a x column 
has been m a i n t a i n e d in tho A D E L A I D E D A I L Y H E R A L D . 
and in add i t i on some t w e n t y l e t t e r s on Pro tec t ion and 
Free T r a d e h a v e been inser ted . I n Sep tember the Secre ta ry 
del ivered a H e n r y George Commemora t ion Address at t he 
Annua l Social of t he P u r n o n g S.T. League, oil t he River 
Murray . This League, which is a p p a r e n t l y a b r a n c h of the 
Sou th Aus t ra l i an League , comprises a b a n d of energet ic 
workers in t h e cause of t rue r e fo rm, says t he Repor t . 
Month ly mee t ings of t h e Leisure H o u r Club h a v e been 
held. Theso meet ings a re in fo rmal ga ther ings of Single 
Taxer s t o discuss po in t s on L a n d Values T a x a t i o n . 

Oil Sep t ember 23rd a poll of t he r a t epaye r s of Norwood 
and K e n s i n g t o n was t a k e n on t h e ques t ion of " R a t i n g 
on Land Va lues . " The League worked h a r d for success, 
d i s t r i bu t ing l i t e ra ture , holding meet ings a n d canvass ing , 
b u t t he poll j u s t fa i led to p roduce t h e 25 per cent , m a j o r i t y 
necessary t o ca r ry t h e proposal . 

Articles on the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values a re now being 
sent fo r tn igh t ly to tho c o u n t r y newspapers . Circular 
let ters have been sen t to 70 t r ade societies a n d democra t ic 
clubs, offer ing to supp ly a lecturer oil " F ree T r a d e and 
Land Values . " T h e offer has been accepted ill m a n y 
instances. 

A large n u m b e r of p r o p a g a n d a meet ings h a v e been held 
and m a n y conver t s m a d e . The League m e m b e r s h i p has 
h a d a n e t increase of 45 for t he ha l f -year . " Grea te r 
interest a n d en thus i a sm is being d i sp layed , " wri tes t he 
Sec re ta ry , " and t h e very best of feeling exis ts amongs t 
all tho members , who a re a n i m a t e d b y the one desire to 
f u r t h e r t he principles laid down b y our revered leader— 
H e n r y George ." 

CANADA. 
Mr. A. B. F a r m e r , t h e Secre ta ry of t he T a x Refo rm 

League of Onta r io , has addressed inquir ies t o t h e Mayors 
a n d o ther officials of va r ious t o w n s in Wes te rn Canada , 
w-ho have a d o p t e d a measure of L a n d Values T a x a t i o n , 
as to the effect of t he new sys tem of t axa t i on . T h e follow-
ing is a s u m m a r y of some of t he replies he has received :— 

E D M O N T O N . A L B E R T A . 
The Sec re ta ry to the Boa rd of Trade , expressing a p r iva te 

opinion, " a s a c i t izen." s t a t e s t h a t while it is ye t ear ly 
to judge of t h e effects of L a n d Values Taxa t ion , t he increase 
of land values d u e to a rap id ly increasing popu la t ion , 
t ends t o h ide a n y effect which migh t o therwise be a p p a r e n t . 
1'berc have been no suggest ions w h a t e v e r t ha t a reversion 

should be m a d e to t he old sys tem, t h e only change advoca ted 
being the abol i t ion of Ihe business t a x . 

P R I N C E A L B E R T . S A S K A T C H E W A N . 
The Council of t h e Ci ty is endeavour ing to ob ta in legisla-

t ion t o adop t the Single T a x sys tem. 

S A S K A T O O N , S A S K A T C H E W A N . 
T h e first s t e p t owards e x e m p t i n g i m p r o v e m e n t s f rom 

t axa t i on was only t a k e n in 1911, by a reduc t ion in tho 
assessment of 10 per cent . This r educ t ion will be con-
t inued yea r by yea r un t i l land values only a re assessed 
for munic ipa l purposes . So far t he people a re ve ry well 
satisfied a n d consider the m o v e m e n t a wise one. 

V I C T O R I A , B . C . 

The sys t em was only pu t in force in 1911. T h e ra te -
payers h ighly app rove of t he change . Whe the r due to 
Land Values T a x a t i o n or not , t h e City is en joy ing an 
abnorma l deve lopmen t in bui ldings and other improve-
men t s , t h e bui ldings going u p be ing far more subs tan t i a l 
t h a n here tofore a n d " every indicat ion poin ts to t he fact 
t h a t Victoria has m a d e no m i s t a k e in t he s teps it lias 
t a k e n , " wr i tes t h e Mayor . 

R E G I N A . S A S K A T C H E W A N . 

T h e City Clerk wr i tes tha t in 1911 bui ldings and improve-
m e n t s were assessed a t only 45 per cent , of their value. 
In tlio course of three yea r s i m p r o v e m e n t s will he ent i re ly 
wiped o u t of t he assessments . S t a t i n g that it is unwise 
to m a k e any e m p h a t i c s t a t e m e n t s t h u s ear ly , lie says that 
twice as m a n y building pe rmi t s were issued in 1911 as in 
1910, a n d he t h inks it perfect ly t rue to say that a p ropor t ion 
a t least of th i s increase is due to the new system of t axa t i on . 

T H E S I N G L E T A X IN O P E R A T I O N IN M E D I C I N E 
H A T . 

According to T H E M A C L K O D A D V E R T I S E R (Alberta) , 
December 28th , 1911. t h e Alber ta legislature has linallv 
app roved Medicine H a t ' s adop t ion of the principle of the 
Single T a x . T h e new law came in to effect on the 1st of 
J a n u a r y , 1912. 

A L S O I N S A S K A T C H E W A N . 

A t the last session of t he Saska tchewan Legislature, 
wr i tes F . J . Dixon in T H E V O I C E (Winnipeg) , December 
29th.- a Bill was passed , giving a n y c i ty or town in tha t 
province the power to a d o p t t h e Single T a x wi th in four 
years . Many of t h e t o w n s anil cities a re a l ready t a k i n g 
a d v a n t a g e of t h a t Act. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

On J a n u a r y 23rd, 1912, the Royal Commission on 
T a x a t i o n of t h e Prov ince of Br i t i sh Columbia , Canada , 
s u b m i t t e d i ts r epor t to t h e Provinc ia l Pa r l i amen t . It. 
m a k e s t h e following th ree r ecommenda t i ons : (1) Aboli t ion 
of poll t axes , (2) aboli t ion of personal p rope r ty taxes , 
(3) abol i t ion of t axes on real e s t a t e improvemen t s . These 
r ecommenda t i ons were a d o p t e d by t h e Royal Commission 
a f t e r a t ho rough inves t iga t ion of the cha rac t e r and workings 
of tho whole sys tem of t a x a t i o n in the i r province . If these 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s are a d o p t e d by the Provincia l P a r l i a m e n t , 
as the re seems to be no reason to d o u b t , all t he t axa t i on 
of t he en t i re province—like t h a t of Vancouver , New 
Wes tmins t e r , a n d Victor ia will be u p o n land values only. 

CHINA. 

Our over ac t ive co-worker . Dr. Macklin, is do ing fine 
work in China. In Oc tober last be wro t e to bis f r i ends : 
" J u s t en joy ing t h e revolu t ion . . . . 1 a m now c i rcu la t ing 
lots of l i t e ra ture . I t is a g rea t t ime, a n d l i t e ra ture c o u n t s . " 
On December 31st, Mr. Jo seph Baillio, C h a i r m a n of an 
Indus t r i a l C o m m i t t e e of t h e Red Cross Society, wri tes f r o m 
t h e Univers i ty of N a n k i n g : " Dr. Mackl in took me with 
h i m a few days ago to see D r . Sun Yat Sen, who since then 
has been elected President of t h e Repub l i c of China. Dr . 
Macklin took t w e n t y copies of P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y 
(in Chinese), a long with a n u m b e r of o the r t r ac t s oil Single 
T a x , a n d presen ted t h e m in person to Dr. Sun. Dr. Sun 
t h a n k e d h i m hear t i ly for tho books and said t ha t bo was 
v e r y glad t h a t P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y bad been t rans-
l a t ed , and a d d e d t h a t he himself bad though t of t r ans l a t ing 
i t . Later in tho conversa t ion lie told Dr. Macklin t h a t 
when he c a m e to N a n k i n g h e would be glad to confer with 
h im on th i s subject again . Dr . Mackl in lias also inter 
viewed W u T ingfang , who, t h o u g h no t so ou t and ou t 
for t he Single T a x as Dr . Sun , still is f a v o u r a b l y impressed. 
Bu t Sun is t h e more i m p o r t a n t m a n , and Dr . Maeklin has 
his ear . 1 m a y say t h a t Dr . Macklin is t he Single Tax 
m a n in China . H e is known f r o m Pek ing t o Can ton , 
a n d f r o m Shangha i to T i b e t ; and everyone t h a t knows 
h im, knows h i m as an a d v o c a t e of t h e Single T a x . i 
a m one of his conver t s a w a y back in 189ti, 

I 
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FRANCE. 
L T M P O T U N I Q U E . 

Of m u c h of tho in t e rna l poli t ics of F r a n c e , as dea l t 
wi th in th i s l i t t le magaz ine , of which t h e F e b r u a r y n u m b e r 
is before us, we can say l i t t le. F r e n c h pol i t ics a r e m o r e 
or less of a puzzle to a F r e n c h m a n himself a n d a n Engl ish-
m a n c a n n o t be expec ted t o solve t h e r iddle . T h e r e is no 
d o u b t , however , t h a t in th is l i t t l e Rev iew , F r a n c o has a 
clear voice recall ing he r to t be wisdom of her ances tors , 
t o t h e t i tno when t h o P h y s i o c r a t s f i rs t clearly po in ted o u t 
to m o d e r n civi l isat ion t h e w a y of sa lva t ion in t h e T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values . A v e r y e loquen t voice indeed ! 

in t h e p resen t n u m b e r a re several ar t ic les of g rea t va lue 
to t he s t u d e n t of our m o v e m e n t , a n d indeed to a n y s t u d e n t 
of h i s to ry . 

T h e wr i t e r of " L a F r a n c e . Que signifie-t-elle a u j o u r 
d ' h u i " is f r a n k a lmos t t o b r u t a l i t y . H e r e tho wr i t e r t r ies 
to e s t i m a t e t h e va r ious forces which h a v e t e n d e d t o t h e 
decadence of F ranco . Tt deserves ca re fu l s t u d y a n d 
carefu l cons idera t ion . P e r h a p s s o m e of i t will be ha rd ly 
accep tab le , t h o u g h m u c h of i t compe l s accep tance . 

T h e wr i te r asks " W a s t be F r e n c h Revo lu t i on a l ibera t ing 
m o v e m e n t V " Ho can see no s igns of i t . All i t d id 
was to f a s t en t h e cha ins of m o n o p o l y more secure t h a n 
over on t h e w r e t c h e d people. E v e n t h e so-called giving 
of t h e l and t o tho p e a s a n t is a delusion. 

T o - d a y t h e peasant, possesses less t h a n one - t en th 
of F r e n c h soil. N i n e - t e n t h s be long to people who aro no t 
in te res ted direct ly in agr icu l tu re . 

M. T o u b e a u , in bis " I.o P r o l e t a r i a t Agricole en F r a n c e 
dopuis 1789," gives t h e fol lowing figures : — 

T b e e x t e n t of cu l t ivab le soil a m o u n t s t o f o r t y million 
hec ta res . I t is d iv ided as fol lows :— 

H e c t a r e s . 
(1) Non-ag r i cu l tu ra l fores ts , p a r k s , &c. 16,000,000 
(2) L a n d occupied b y f a r m e r s on lease 16,000,000 
(.1) L a r g e hold ings 12,000,000 
(4) Small holdings (peasan t o w n e r s ) . . 4,000,000 
(5) Bui ld ing l and 1,000,000 

49,000,000 
That, is, t h e p e a s a n t owners in F r a n c o own only one-

twe l f th of t h e cu l t ivab le l and . T o us in E n g l a n d w h o 
bear so m u c h of p e a s a n t ownersh ip these f igures a re a 
surpr ise . T h i s is no t t h e wors t . P rac t i ca l ly t h e whole 
of t h e peasant, p ropr ie to r s of F rance aro h e a d over ears 
in debt, t o t h e usurers . Li t t le wonde r t h a t e lsewhere in th is 
n u m b e r of t h e Rev iew we h a v e t h e w a r n i n g of t h e E d i t o r 
no t to bo such fools in E n g l a n d as to be led a w a y b y t h e 
delusive vision of land na t iona l i sa t ion or smal l ownersh ip . 

T h e w a y of t he R e f o r m e r is ba rd in F r a n c e as here . 
T h e wr i t e r feels compel led to g ive bis apologies in a d v a n c e 
for his ou t spoken con t r i bu t ion . 

W e shal l bo to ld t h a t it is m o n s t r o u s t h a t a F r e n c h m a n 
should wr i t e such th ings . W e reply t h a t it. would be 
m o n s t r o u s if a F r e n c h m a n , who was abso lu te ly sure of t he 
fac t s which ho is c i t ing , did no t wr i te such th ings . I t is 
t r u ly pa t r io t i c t o cry ou t to our people w h o are going 
t o des t ruc t ion " Y o u a re going a long t h e wrong road . 
F o r moro t h a n a c e n t u r y you have been on the road to 
t b e abyss . T u r n to t b e course of right indicated b y tho 
great Frenchmen of the p a s t . " 

I t is in t h e policy of t h e P h y s i o c r a t s that, our wri ter sees 
t h e on ly s a f e ty for F r a n c e . 

O f . t h e o the r art icles, wo should like t o call a t t e n t i o n to 
" Precurseurs et Tasd ig rades , " which we m i g h t t r a n s l a t e 
" P ioneers a n d Backs l iders . " Tho ar t ic le give a lucid 
accoun t of t h e va r ious wr i te rs who preceded H e n r y 
George in t b e " Land for t he P e o p l e " m o v e m e n t . L e t us 
e n u m e r a t e t h e m as g iven in t h e ar t icle : Wycl i f fe , Calvin, 
Wins t an l ey t b e Digger , H u g u e n o t s such as Sul ly, de Serres. 
and Pal issy, Boisgui lber t , a n d t h e g r ea t Vaube in , R icha rd 
C u m b e r l a n d in E n g l a n d , a n d t hen t h e whole school of 
Phys ioc ra t s , Dr . Quesnay , t h e m a s t e r of A d a m Smi th , 
Mi rabeau . a n d m a n y o thers . Sure ly a g rea t list, a n d w h y 
h a v e t h e present, d a y so en t i re ly fo rgo t t en the i r ances tors ? 
T b e R e v i e w seeks to know th i s , a n d to re -awaken t h e 
F r a n c e of t o - d a y to a knowledge of t h e p a s t . 

I n " L e s N a u f r a g c u r s " (The Shipwreckers) we see t h a t 
Par is , l ike London a n d o ther towns , has a hous ing p rob lem, 
a n d t h e wr i t e r is j u s t l y severe w i t h those who thero, like 
here , c a n n o t see t h a t we m u s t dea l w i t h t he l and before 
hous ing r e fo rm can be possible. 

L e t us q u o t e a t ful l l eng th an apologue in t he E p h e m e r i d e s 
du Ci toyen :— 

" T h e r e were once on a t ime th r ee pigs in a sack . 
" T h e first pig sa id , ' T h i s overc rowding is ter r ib le . 

I t is because we a re in a sack. ' 
" T h e second pig sa id , ' Th i s overc rowding is d i sas t rous . 

I t is because we a re pigs . ' 
" T b e th i rd pig spoke thus , ' Th i s overc rowding is cer-

t a in ly f r i gh t fu l , b u t y o u a re b o t h wrong as to t b e cause 
of i t . I t is n o t because we a re in a sack, a n d still less 
because we a r e pigs. T b e c a l a m i t y is t h e resul t , d i rect 
a n d inevi tab le , of cer ta in spasmodic va r i a t ions in t h e law 
of Supp ly a n d D e m a n d . ' " 

This d iscourse so impressed t be o the r two pigs t h a t 
t h e y m a d e h i m chief. 

And the overc rowding con t inued . 

SWITZERLAND. 
F O R M A T I O N O F S I N G L E T A X L E A G U E . 

According t o T H E P U B L I C ( J a n u a r y 26th , 1912), t he 
T a x R e f o r m Associat ion of Be rn and the ne ighbour ing 
t own of T l m n , Swi tzer land, was f o r m e d on N o v e m b e r 16th, 
1911, w i t h Dr . E d . L a u t e r b n r g of T h u n as P r e s i d e n t a n d 
F . Trefzer a s Vice-Pres ident . I n a n address t o t h e y o u n g 
Liberals of B e r n a few n igh t s previously , Dr . L a u t e r b u r g 
b a d n a m e d " as one of t h e real causes of t h e h igh cost of 
l iving " " t h e rise in t b e va lue of l and , a n d p r i v a t e specula-
t ion t h e r e i n . " a n d h a d announced as r e m e d y the progressive 
l and t a x . F r o m th is l and t a x he foresees t h e following 
resul ts :— 

(1) T h e large l andowners would be induced t o give u p 
the i r su rp lus l and . 

(2) T h e landless could more easi ly ob t a in land ; u p o n 
the cheaper l and cheaper p r o d u c t s could be g rown a n d 
cheaper a n d b e t t e r dwell ings be bu i l t . 

(3) I n t e r e s t oil mor tgages would be ' lower . 
(4) T h e cap i ta l h i t h e r t o t ied u p in l and would be offered 

to i n d u s t r y on cheaper t e rms . 
(5) Consequent ly t h e employers could raise wages a n d 

would be obliged to do so, else t h e labourer would work 
wi th h o m e m a c h i n e r y on his own l a n d or would cu l t iva t e 
his own land . 

(6) Fol lowing u p o n t h e increased land taxes , t h e t a x e s 
on incomes—which b u r d e n i n d u s t r y a n d especially one class 
of cit izens, t h e wage-earners—could he d iminished a n d a t 
last abol ished. T h e m a n who owned no land , or only a 
l i t t le , or m o r t g a g e d , l and , need p a y l i t t le or no t axes . 

(7) P u r c h a s i n g power would increase, and t h i s would 
work a d v a n t a g e t o h u s b a n d r y , t r a d e a n d commerce . 

Tlic new Associat ion for T a x R e f o r m asser ts as i ts work ing 
principle t h a t " every m a n lia-s t he same r igh t t o tlie use 
of tho e a r t h ' s surface , t h e source of all ma te r i a l good . " a n d 
" seeks to realise th i s r igh t b y br ing ing a b o u t legislat ion 
which shall w i t h d r a w t h e land—orig ina l ly t he p r o p e r t y of 
all t h e peop le—from p r i v a t e specula t ion a n d m a k e it aga in 
accessible to t h e whole people ." I t there fore demands, 
t h a t " g round ren t , t h e imearned income f rom l and mono-
poly, shall be a p p r o p r i a t e d no longer b y p r iva t e ind iv iduals 
b u t b y t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d the State ' ." T h e Associa t ion 
therefore asks , first, a va lua t ion of all Swiss l and a t i ts t r u e 
m a r k e t price exclusive of improvemen t s , a n d second, t h e 
gradua l ly increasing t a x a t i o n of g round r e n t a long w i t h 
abol i t ion of t h e t axes oil t be p r o d u c t s of labour . 

SWEDEN. 
Owing t o pressure on our space, we havo been r e luc t an t l y 

compel led t o hold over till this issue pa r t i cu la r s of a very-
successful L a n d Values Conference held in S tockho lm, 
6 th t o 8 th October , 1911. I t was a r r anged by t h e Swedish 
L a n d Values League, a n d our f r iend a n d co-worker , Mr. 
J o h a n H a n n s o n , took a leading p a r t in t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s . 
F o u r resolut ions were passed. T h e first u rged t h e Govern-
m e n t t o force t h e ques t ion of l and v a l u a t i o n t o a solut ion 
as soon as possible, if necessary b y a d o p t i n g t h e Dan i sh 
idea of m a k i n g t r ia l va lua t ions . T h e second advoca t ed 
ful l f ree t r a d e a n d t h e subs t i tu t ion of land va lue t a x e s for 
t h e t ariff t axes . T h e t h i rd , on the re la t ion of land monopo ly 
to p o v e r t y , advoca t ed t h e abol i t ion of t h a t monopo ly b y 
t a x i n g land values for public purposes a n d b y abol ishing 
all t a x e s on labour , t r a d e a n d consumpt ion ; a n d urged 
every social re former t o help fo rward th is effect ive m e t h o d 
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agains t bad housing, u n e m p l o y m e n t a n d pove r ty . T h e 
four th , was a b o u t t h e l and policy of t h e Crown, concerning 
Crown land. 

T h e Conference f u r t h e r decided to send a special pe t i t ion 
t o t h e G o v e r n m e n t u rg ing i t to earnes t ly consider t h e 
d i f fe ren t phases of t h e land ques t ion . T h e pe t i t ion was 
signed on behalf of t h e Conference b y Carl L indhagen , M.P. , 
Mayor of S tockholm, Ande r s L. Ki l ian , a p r o m i n e n t small-
holder a n d wri ter , a n d J o h a n H a n n s o n . Several labour 
un ions have , since t h e Conference, endorsed a n d adop ted 
t be resolut ions . 

E L E C T I O N S . 
Mr. J o h a n H a n n s o n wri tes (22nd December , 1911) :— 

" Wo h a d election to b o t h c h a m b e r s th i s fall. T h e y 
resul ted in v ic to ry for L a b o u r a n d Liberals. All ques t ions 
concerning f inance and t a x a t i o n a re now control led by t h e 
progressive par t ies . T h a t has opened a br ighter out look 
for our cause. W e will t r y t o m a k e ful l use of t h e changed 
s i tua t ion . As t o t h e second chamber , quest ions were p u t 
by our League t o t h e candida tes . W e received 280 
answers , a n d ou t of these 184 were s y m p a t h e t i c ; >'58 were 
agains t us ; and 16 did n o t give a n y answer , as t hey did 
no t expec t t o be elected. Six answers could n o t be classified. 

" F ree T r a d e was a p l ank in t h e L a b o u r p l a t fo rm, b u t 
Land Values T a x a t i o n was no t on a n y p a r t y p r o g r a m m e . 
However , t h e To ry P a r t y on its p r o g r a m m e decided agains t 
us. W h e n eve ry th ing is considered t h e resul t m u s t be 
regarded as good. W e expec t ea rnes t a t t e m p t s t o f u r t h e r 
our d e m a n d in t h e P a r l i a m e n t when i t mee t s again . 

" A R o y a l Commission is considering m e t h o d s 6f land 
va lua t ion . W e have ju s t now sen t ou t e x p l a n a t o r y litera-
t u r e t o t h e progressive m e m b e r s of b o t h Houses in order 
t h a t t h e y m a y come t o t h e House p repa red . And we will 
do our best t o get a P a r l i a m e n t a r y Free T r a d e a n d L a n d 
Values G r o u p organised. T h e new G o v e r n m e n t is Liberal 
a n d s t rong . W e have a Minister of F i n a n c e f r o m whom 
i m p o r t a n t th ings can be expec ted . " 

SPAIN. 
E L I M P U E S T O U N I C O . 

T h e two first n u m b e r s of E L I M P U E S T O U N I C O , t h e 
new o r g a n of t h e Span ish Single T a x League , rouse high 
an t i c ipa t ions of t h e w o r k of t h e Spanish " L i g a . " All 
who k n o w Mr. Albend in ' s s tyle will expect a s t e rn insistence 
on economic fac ts , wh ich m u s t be equal ly va luab le a n d a t 
first p e r h a p s u n p o p u l a r in a l and specially r avaged b y 
poli t ical cha r l a t ans . Besides th is t h e " get u p " is good 
a n d clear a n d t h e p a p e r m u c h b e t t e r t h a n t h a t usual ly 
used in Spain . 

The re is a wide r ange of sub jec t s t r e a t e d b y t h e con-
t r ibu to r s . F o r ins tance , t he J a n u a r y n u m b e r leads off 
w i t h a good por t ion of H e n r y George 's " T h y K i n g d o m 
Come ," in w h a t seems a ve ry accu ra t e and forceful t r ans -
lat ion, b y Mr. F . A. R u b i o ; t hen t h e first p a r t of a learned 
t rea t i se o n f a t t e n i n g l ivestock in t h e open or in stalls, b y 
Mr. J . Gascon, t h e h e a d of t h e Agr icu l tura l Grange (which 
is a b o u t equa l t o a ru ra l h igh school) a t Pa lenc ia . This 
was r e a d before t h e Agr icul tura l Congress a t Madr id , and 
b y i ts t i t l e " T h e Obstac le t o Agr icu l tu re , " leads us to expect 
some equa l ly sound adv ice in t h e n e x t issue on how to get 
hold of a f a r m t o conduc t opera t ions upon . I t should appeal 
t o a n intel l igent ru ra l popu la t ion . 

There is a capi ta l p a r a g r a p h in large t y p e , reading : 
" Pub l ic a n d munic ipa l works a u g m e n t t h e va lue of land 
and only a u g m e n t th is va lue . T h e n why n o t h a v e t h e m 
paid for b y a land va lues t a x ? " 

T h e n a s t i r r ing le t te r b y Dr . Vi ta le , Montevideo, to t he 
Pres iden t of U r u g u a y , as a p re lude t o a p a p e r which will 
a p p e a r in t h e n e x t issue, on " Tho W a r Agains t Consump-
t i on , " which Dr . Vi ta le h a s la te ly s u b m i t t e d to a Mcdical 
Congress. Some historical no tes showing a r a y of sense 
in t b e Council of Casti l la in 1763-8, p rohib i t ing rais ing of 
r en t s a n d evict ion. 

Mr. Fels ' l e t te r to Mr. Carnegie is repr in ted . A p rominen t 
f ea tu re is sho r t selections of foreign news re la t ing to our 
re form ; p e r h a p s t h e bes t news being t h a t Sefior D. C. N. 
Macintosh is t o push our policy in t he Argent ine . " No-
where is o u r work more necessa ry , " says our con t empora ry . 
" Land-owner s will only allow rich lands held b y mill ions of 
acres t o be used a t e x o r b i t a n t ren ts . Pub l ic lands sold 
a n d a t once subd iv ided a t inf lated prices b y specula tors . 
I n d u s t r y , commerce , t h e professions, t he consumer , are 
crushed b e n e a t h ru inous t axes on eve ry th ing save land 

value. T h e G o v e r n m e n t deficits never theless con t inue ; 
expenses exceed income, a n d in 1909 there was a deficit 
of 220 mil l ions of pese tas , a n d in 1910 more t h a n 300 
mil l ions." 

A good s t a t e m e n t of " Our O b j e c t , " some addresses of 
agen t s in all p a r t s of Spa in , a n d t h r ee capi tal aphor i sms 
on F ree T r a d o also a p p e a r . 

At t h e end of t he j ou rna l is a fu l l a n d accu ra t e list of 
" Georgist " periodicals, t o which we r ecommend our 
readers to subscr ibe, a t t h e head of which is L A N D V A L U E S . 
Those of our readers who can follow one of tho m o s t beaut i -
fu l of m o d e r n languages c a n n o t d o b e t t e r t h a n subscr ibe 
to E L I M P U E S T O U N I C O . I t can bo ordered f rom Senor 
An ton io Albendin , Callo Mendez Nunez , 21, Honda , 
Anda luc ia , Spa in . 

Tho F e b r u a r y n u m b e r of E L I M P U I S T O U N I C O is again 
full of in te res t ing m a t t e r . Art icles a re concluded : Mr. 
R u b i o ' s excel lent t r ans l a t ion of " T h y Kingdom C o m e " 
and Mr. Gascon ' s s t u d y of Span ish agr icu l tura l condi t ions , 
concluding wi th some suggested pal l ia t ives of t he pitiless 
exp lo i t a t ion of bis f a r m e r compa t r i o t s (a pape r read before 
t h e 11th Agr icu l tura l Congress a t Madrid) . 

A m e e t i n g is in p repa ra t i on in t b e Madrid A t h e n a ' u m ; 
a fighting Single T a x League, wi th its own p a p e r . Vox 
P O P U L I at- Ta r i f a (of all places in t be world a ver i table 
Church of Pergamos) under t he inspi ra t ion of Don Luis 
H e r r e r o ; a second affi l iat ion to t he Spanish League in tin' 
" A g r i c u l t u r i s t s of San t i ago de Gersande " (La t in -Pon te 
vedra ) by t b e Di rec to ra te and six a d j a c e n t b ranches ; a 
good work u n d e r way a t Bilbao a n d the Univers i ty of 
Oviedo ; a series of b r igh t special ar t icles iu t h e great 
Republ ican jou rna l E L P A I S on " T h e Ideas of H e n r y 
George " ; a n d for a final touch of H o m e , some res t ra ined 
c o m m e n t on Mr. Moret , a g r ea t Liberal leader, who has 
been able t o t a l k for two hours or so on " Agr icul tura l 
Organisa t ion in D e n m a r k " w i t h o u t d ropp ing a word as t o 
Dan i sh ef for ts t o b reak land monopo ly and usury ! 

M . J . S. 

UNITED STATES. 
P R O G R E S S I N W A S H I N G T O N . 

On N o v e m b e r 7tli, wri tes Mr. Wil l Atk inson f r o m 
Seat t le , in t h e town of E v e r e t t , a n a m e n d m e n t t o t h e 
Municipal Char te r was carr ied, e x e m p t i n g 25 per cent , 
of i m p r o v e m e n t s f r o m t a x a t i o n n e x t year (1912), this 
exempt ion increasing b y 25 per cent , each yea r un t i l in 
four years i m p r o v e m e n t s a re ent i re ly b lo t t ed ou t f r o m t h e 
assessment roll, t h u s in s t i t u t ing a measu re of t he Single 
T a x . Persona l p rope r ty , however , still is s u b j e c t to 
t axa t ion . Mr. A tk inson is conf ident t h a t when tho ques t ion 
comes u p for vo t ing in Sea t t le in March n e x t , a s imilar 
a m e n d m e n t will be carried by a v o t e of four t o one. H e 
s a y s : " W e arc m a k i n g Single T a x e r s b y t h e h u n d r e d 
a n d wak ing old ones who have been bea t ing R i p V a n 
Winkle ' s record for s l eep . " 

MISSOURI. 
According t o t he St . Louis M I R R O R of December 2Stb. 

a t t he election t o t ake place in 1912, the re will be s u b m i t t e d 
b y in i t i a t ive pe t i t ion a cons t i tu t iona l a m e n d m e n t b y 
which, t h r o u g h progressive e x e m p t i o n dur ing a per iod of 
years , t he sys t em of t ax - l evy ing shall reach t h e stago 
wherea t all t axes shall be levied upon land values alone. 
E v e r y o the r f o rm of t a x a t i o n is to bo abolished save a n d 
excep t l iquor licences. T h e c a m p a i g n for t he secur ing of 
s igna tures t o t h e in i t i a t ive pe t i t ions is now unde r way 
and upon th i s basis tho campa ign for tho adop t ion of t he 
a m e n d m e n t will be laid ou t . 

T h e E q u i t a b l e T a x a t i o n League , whose h e a d q u a r t e r s 
is in St . Louis , are car ry ing on an ac t ive campa ign 
in f avour of t h e proposed change, a n d aro very sanguine of 
success. Some l i t e ra ture t h a t has been sen t us b y t h e 
Secre ta ry of t h e League , Mr. S. L. Moscr, indica tes t h a t 
our Amer ican co-workers arc m a k i n g a s t rong appea l to 
t he ci t izens concerned. W e hear t i ly wish t h e m every 
sueeess. 

OREGON. 
At tbe mee t ing of t he Oregon S t a t e Fede ra t i on of Labou r , 

on J a n u a r y 17th, t he following resolut ion was a d o p t e d 
wi th only two dissent ing votes 

T h a t t he T a x a t i o n of Land Values exclusive of all 



656 L a n d V a l u e s . March, 1912. 

i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d persona l p r o p e r t y wherever to a n y 
e x t e n t p u t in p rac t i ce encourages t h e e m p l o y m e n t of 
l abour , a t t r a c t s cap i t a l seeking to inves t in m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
enterpr i ses , d iscourages t h e monopo ly of l and and o the r 
n a t u r a l resources be ing held for specu la t ion a n d no t 
for use, bu i lds u p t h e c i ty , a n d encourages t h e work ing 
f a r m e r b y reduc ing his t a x a t i o n b u r d e n s , p u t s t h e 
worke r s in homes of the i r own, a n d m a k e s for t h e h igher 
f o r m s of civi l isat ion. 

MUNICIPAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE RATING 
OF LAND VALUES.* 

ACTION BY THE GLASGOW TOWN COUNCIL. 

AN APPEAL FOR THE CO-OPERATION OF ALL 
LOCAL RATING AUTHORITIES. 

T w o I M P O R T A N T R E S O L U T I O N S . 

1. At a meeting of the Glasgow Town Council held in 
1 he Council Chambers, January 25th, 1912 :— 

That, having regard to the facts (1) that the principle 
of the Taxation of Land Values has been consistently 
supported by the Corporation with the view of securing 
to the city and the ratepayers the benefit of such taxation, 
and (2) that the Government are at present collecting 
or are iu contemplation of collecting, information and 
all relative data as to the true valuation of all lands 
situated in urban and suburban districts throughout 
t he country for the purpose of such taxation, the Corpora-
tion, following out their recognised policy in regard to 
this matter, resolve to petition Parliament to the effect 
that powers be granted to all local rating authorities 
throughout the country—county, urban, and town 
councils-—to impose and levy on the new valuation a 
tax on the value of land for local purposes, distinct 
and separate from the increment duty to be imposed 
and levied under the provision of the Finance (1909-10) 
Act, 1910. (Adopted by 43 votes to 11.) 
2. At a meeting of the Glasgow Town Council held in 

the Council Chambers, February 1st, 1912 :— 
That, the Corporation having approved of the resolution 

contained in the Parliamentary Bills Committee's minute, 
of date 25th January, 1912, relative to the levying of a 
tax for local purposes on the valuation of land under 
the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910, the Town Clerk be 
instructed to communicate the said resolution to all 
rating authorities in Great Britain, requesting them 
to petition the Government in favour of the same at 
the earliest possible date. (Adopted by 40 votes to 17.) 
It should be noted that Glasgow led the Municipal 

agitation for the Rating of Land Values from 1902 to 1906. 
Many Municipal Conferences were held at which the evidence 
produced for this change in the incidence of local rating 
was considered. 

The t wo main reasons for the proposed change advanced 
bv the various Municipal representatives were, first, to 
procure a share in the land value created by the expenditure 
of the rates in carrying out services that led to the direct 
increase of land values, and, second, that the monopoly 
price of hind was mainly responsible for bad housing 
conditions. 

The Rating of Land Values was advocated particularly 
with a view to bringing the value of land back to a normal 
point at which it would be possible to erect decent housing 
accommodation, and to effect much needed municipal 
improvement in many other directions. 

It is admitted on all sides that the present system of 
rating has broken down. It penalises industry, hampers 
development, and by encouraging the withholding of land 
from use causes unemployment, low wages, and poverty. 
The Rating of Land Values is the only practical alterna-

* This has been published in leaflet form for free, distribution. 

t ive that will remedy the anomalies and injustices of 
the present system. 

By exempting improvements of all kinds from rating 
and raising local revenues by levying on the basis of land 
value alone, whether land be used or unused, publicly 
created values will be made available for public uses ; the 
barriers which land monopoly now opposes to all Municipal 
and Industrial development and enterprises will be broken 
down. The building trade will be relieved from a tariff 
which restricts, in many cases prevents, production, and 
it will be made possible for more, better, and cheaper 
dwellings to be erected. This will create a fresh demand 
for labour in the building and all allied and auxiliary 
trades ; idle land will be forced into use on fair terms and 
the held for employment widened in every direction. 

A pari altogether from the question of housing and 
unemployment, to which we attach I he greatest importance, 
our local governing authorities have before them, con-
tinuously, the demand for additional public services and 
the question of where to find the money is the chief 
obstacle to very much needed improvement. A reduction 
of expenditure is out of the question if Municipal efficiency 
is to be maintained. To increase rates on the present, 
basis is as much out of the question, for the ratepayers 
in all communities already complain that the burden is 
well-nigh intolerable. Here then is the way out. Land 
Values are created by the growth and enterprise of the 
community, and it is this fund we must draw upon to 
pay for the performance of public services. 

It is the duty of all public-spirited citizens to see that 
this resolution of the Glasgow Town Council is fully con-
sidered bv their respective local rating authority. 

Your local rating authority will have received a com-
munication from the Glasgow Town Council on the lines of 
the above-named resolutions, and we urgently appeal to 
you to see that this communication is brought before your 
Local Board or Council for consideration. 

" O U R P R E S E N T RATING SYSTEM O P E R A T E S 
AS A HOSTILE T A R I F F ON OUR I N D U S T R I E S . " 

—Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman. 

A correspondent, a prominent public-spirited citizen, 
writes :— 

" I think your Municipal circular is admirable, but the 
great thing is to follow it up everywhere where there are 
friends with whom we can get in touch. If somebodv 
could be put in charge of an area (such as a county) charged 
with the duty of (1) seeing that the matter is brought before 
each local authority in the area ; (2) reporting to you 
the action taken ; it would be a good plan to adopt wherever 
possihle." 

T H E D I G G E R M O V E M E N T I N T H E D A Y S O F T H E C O M M O N -
WEALTH.—As will be seen f r o m our a d v e r t i s e m e n t co lumns , 
our Land Values Publ ica t ion D e p a r t m e n t (376-77, S t r a n d . 
London , W.C.) are now in a posi t ion to supp ly t h e original 
l ib ra ry (7s. 6d.) edi t ion of t he a b o v e book a t t h e g rea t ly 
reduced price of 2s. 6d., post f ree . On i ts a p p e a r a n c e th is 
book was cordial ly welcomed iu E n g l a n d , Sco t l and . 
G e r m a n y , F rance , a n d tho U n i t e d S ta t e s , a n d almost 
unan imous ly proc la imed as of real a n d p e r m a n e n t his torical 
in teres t . T o our co-workers it. will specially appea l , a s 
con ta in ing a ful l descr ipt ion of t he first, social a n d polit ical 
movement , in Great. Br i ta in inspired b y the convic t ion 
t h a t " T r u e C o m m o n w e a l t h ' s f r eedom lies in t h e f ree 
e n j o y m e n t of t h e e a r t h " ; a n d t h a t " t h e e a r t h was m a d e 
b y the Lord to be a Common T r e a s u r y for all, b o t h r ich and 
poor, for t he whole of m a n k i n d w i t h o u t respec t of persons 

not a pa r t i cu la r t r e a su ry for s o m e . " As t h e F rench 
• J O U R N A L I > E S D E B A T E S well said, " T h e book c o m m a n d s 
respect a n d s y m p a t h y bo th for t he wri ter a n d for his he ro . " 
We are sure m a n y of our r eade r s will be glad to ava i l t hem-
selves of th is special offer. F o r ce r ta in ly no re ference , 
historical , or Single T a x L ibra ry is comple te w i thou t 
th is record of t he t h o u g h t s a n d ac t ions of our noble pre-
decessors in t he s t i r r ing d a y s of t he Commonwea l th . 
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LAND VALUES LEAGUES AT HOME 
AND ABROAD. 

S e c r e t a r i e s of t h e v a r i o u s L e a g u e s a r e r e q u e s t e d 
t h a t c o p i e s of al l p r i n t e d c i r cu la r s , leaf le ts , p a m p h l e t s , a n d 
t y p e w r i t t e n r e p o r t s f o r g e n e r a l c i r c u l a t i o n i s sued l>v t h e i r 
L e a g u e s h o u l d b e s e n t t o e v e r y o t h e r L e a g u e t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e w o r l d . l h e list w e g i v e c a n b e a d d e d t o , a n d we 
i n v i t e t h e n e w n a m e s a n d a d d r e s s e s f r o m t h o s e c o n c e r n e d . 
Uni ted C o m m i t t e e fo r t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values . J o h n 

P a u l , S e c r e t a r y , B r o a d S a n c t u a r y C h a m b e r s . I 1 , T o t h i l l 
S t r e e t , L o n d o n , S . W . 

Eng l i sh L e a g u e fo r t he T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values . F r e d k 

V e r m d e r , Sec. , 376-7, S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C 
Scot t i sh L e a g u e fo r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values . J a m e s 

B u s b y , See. , 67, W e s t Ni le S t r e e t , G l a s g o w 
N o r t h e r n L a n d Values L e a g u e . R i c h a r d B r o w n , H o n . Sec 

8, N o r t h P a r a d e , W h i t l e y Hay , R . S . O . , N o r t h u m b e r l a n d . 
M a n c h e s t e r Land Values L e a g u e . A . II. Wel l e r , Sec. , I, 

P r i n c e s s S t r e e t , A l b e r t S q u a r e , M a n c h e s t e r 
Y o r k s h i r e L a n d Values L e a g u e . F r e d k . S k i r r o w . See. , 38, 

B o a r L a n e , Leeds . 
Mid lands L a n d Values L e a g u e . C h a p m a n W r i g h t , Sec. , 20, 

C a n n o n S t r e e t , B i r m i n g h a m . 
Land Values C o m m i t t e e fo r Wales . W . B e d d o e Rees . H o n 

Sec. , 3, D u m f r i e s P l a c e , Ca rd i f f . 
E d i n b u r g h T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values L e a g u e . VV. .1. Y o u n g , 

H o n . Sec. (pro tern.), 165, D a l k e i t h R o a d , E d i n b u r g h . 
H i g h l a n d L e a g u e for t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values . G e o r g e 

Y o u n g , H o n . Sec. , 22, H i g h S t r e e t , I n v e r n e s s . 
Liverpool L a n d Values L e a g u e . G e o r g e Bal l , 99, B a n k 

R o a d , B o o t l e ; a n d Michae l ,1. K a v a n a g h , 5, Lace 
S t r e e t , L i v e r p o o l ; H o n . Sees . 

York (City) L e a g u e for t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values . <'. W . 
S o r e n s e n , H o n . Sec. , E a r s w i e k Ha l l , W e s t H u n t i n g t o n 

W o l v e r h a m p t o n a n d Distr ic t Land Values L e a g u e . J . D. 
G r a h a m , H o n . Sec. , 50, Q u e e n S t r e e t . W o l v e r h a m p t o n . 

Bol ton L e a g u e for t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values . J o h n 
B a t t l e , H o n . Sec . , " B m n t w o o d , L o s t o c k , N r . B o l t o n . 

P o r t s m o u t h L e a g u e tor t h e T a x a t i o n ol L a n d Values . W . 
K i n g , H o n . Sec. , 60, t i p p e r A r u n d e l S t r e e t , P o r t s m o u t h . 

Isle ol T h a n e t B r a n c h ol t h e Eng l i sh League , ( ' h a s . J . 
Fel l s , H o n . See. , 94, H i g h S t r e e t , R a t n s g a t e . 

I r i sh Society fo r T a x a t i o n ot Land Values . A. W i l s o n , H . m . 
Sec. , 24, W i l l o u b a n k S t r e e t , A n t r i m R o a d , B e l f a s t . 

A u s t r a l i a : S y d n e y S .T . L e a g u e : A . G. Hu ie , S e c r e t a r y 
B o x 797, G . P . O . , S y d n e y , N . S . W . 

V i c t o r i a S . T . L e a g u e : F . 1'. H o d g k i s s , S e c r e t a r y , 454, 
Col l ins S t r e e t , M e l b o u r n e , V i c t o r i a . 

S o u t h A u s t r a l i a S .T . L e a g u e : E . T . Cra ig ie , S e c r e t a r y , 
30, P i r i e C h a m b e r s , P i r i e S t r e e t , A d e l a i d e , S. A u s t r a l i a . 

W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a S .T . L e a g u e : J . D a w , S e c r e t a r y , 133, 
W i t h e n o o m S t r e e t , B o u l d e r , W . A u s t r a l i a . 

C a n a d a : T ' ax R e f o r m L e a g u e a n d S . T . Assoc i a t i on : A. B. 
F a r m e r , S e c r e t a r y , 75, Y o n g e S t r e e t , T o r o n t o . 

M a n i t o b a L e a g u e f o r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s : F. J . 
1 >ixon, S e c r e t a r y , 422, C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e , W i n n i p e g . 

New Z e a l a n d : N . Z . L a n d V a l u e s L e a g u e : F. M. K i n g , 
S e c r e t a r y , 165, A l b e r t S t r e e t , A u c k l a n d . 

Sou th A f r i c a : S .A. L a n d V a l u e s L e a g u e : F . A . W . Lucas , 
H o n . Sec. , 57, S a u e r ' s B u i l d i n g s , J o h a n n e s b u r g . 

United S t a t e s : Fe l s F u n d C o m m i s s i o n : Dan ie l K i e f e r , C h a i r -
m a n , C o m m e r c e T r i b u n e B u i l d i n g , C i n c i n n a t i , O h i o . 

L a n d V a l u e T a x P a r t y : B. T . S a m p l e , S e c r e t a r y . 43, 
E a s t T w e n t y - s e c o n d S t r e e t , N e w Y o r k C i ty . 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s S . T . L e a g u e : E d w i n T h a t c h e r < l a r k , 
S e c r e t a r y , 19, P e a r l S t r e e t , B o s t o n . 

T a x R e f o r m A s s o c i a t i o n : H . D . A l l b r i g h t . S e c r e t a r y , 
1,300, L a n d T i t l e B u i l d i n g , P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

D e n m a r k : H o v e d k o n t o r e t for G r u n d v a e r d i b e s k a t n i n g : 
J . C. B j o r n e r , F r e d e r i c i a g a d e 25, C o p e n h a g e n . 

F r a n c e : L a L i g u e p o u r I T n i p o t U n i q u e : G e o r g e s D a r i e n , 
S e c r e t a r y , 3, R u e d e F u r s t e n b e r g , P a r i s . 

G e r m a n y : B u n d D e u t s c h e r B o d e n r e f o i m e r : Be r l i n N . W . , 
23 ; L e s s i n g S t r . 11. 

I ta ly : N i c o l a F a n t i n i , Via B a g u t t a 24, M i l a n . 
Spain : L i g a E s p a n o l a p a r a el I m p u e s t o U n i c o : A n t o n i o 

A l b e n d i n , H o n . Sec. , C'alle M e n d e z N u n e z 21, R o n d a , 
A n d a l u c i a . 

Sweden : E k o u o m i s k a F r i h e t s f o r b u n d e t : J o h a n H a n s s o n , 
T u n n e l g a t a n 19, S t o c k h o l m . 

Swi tze r l and : G u s t a v B u s c h e r , L i m m a t S t r a s s e 77. Z u r i c h 
I I I . 

A LIVE 
MAGAZINE 

FOR 

THINKERS. 
f>4 pages. Monthly. ;d., 

bv post 41I., Vc.irly. posi lice. 

The Open htoml is valued hy an ever Increasing 
circle of readers, not so much for what it tells 
them as for what it makes them think. 

T H E O P E N R O A D G I V E S O N O F F I C I A L 
B A C K I N G T O T H E S I N G L E T A X IDEA. 

It is Edited and Published by Single lasers. 

" Instead of an Editorial," hy the Odd Man, 1 j regular 
feature that should interest ,11 Land Leaguers. 

" W H E R E T H E R O A D L E A D S " is the title of 
an important new series of articles hy Mrs. Ethel Wedgwood, 
showing that slave labour is necessiiated bv the monopoly of 
land and that it must cease when the land is freed. 

Send +d. in Stamps to the Publishers for the current No. 

C. W. DANIEL, Ltd., 3- Amr" 
' London, E . C . 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
( A u s t r a l i a n ) : 

To be had only f rom 
" L A N D V A L U E S ' P u b l i c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t , 

376-377, S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W.C. 

LAND VALUES TAXATION IN 
PRACTICE: 

-T llerrrrd oj the Progress in Legislation of llo- Principles 

of Land Values Taxation. 

By t h e l a t e M A X H I R S C H . 
Cloth, 1/. n e t ; by pos t , i 2. 

THE PROBLEM OF WEALTH 
( M K M O R I A I , V o u M K ) 

A N D O T H E R E S S A Y S , 

By t h e l a t e M A X H I R S C H . 
Cloth 1 - n e t ; by pos t , 1/2. 

X.B.—Only few copies available. Early application necessary-

ITHE I OPEN 
ROAD 



EVERY PUBLIC REFERENCE LIBRARY 
OUGHT TO HAVE A COPY. 

N O H I S T O R I C A L OR S I N G L E - T A X 
LIBRARY COMPLETE WITHOUT IT. 

SPECIAL OFFER TO OUR READERS. 

The Digger Movement in the Days of the Commonwealth 
A s revealed in the writings of 

Gerrard Winstanley, the Digger (1648-52) 
Hy LEWIS FT. BERENS. 

O r i g i n a l L i b r a r y E d i t i o n , P u b l i s h e d a t 7 s . 6 d . N e t . 

Post Free 2 s . 6 d . Post Free 
O f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t t o S S t c i f i e r i t H o i " R e l i g i o u s a n d l J o l i t i e a i T h o u g h t . 

SOME P R E S S N O T I C E S , 

A very careful and unbiassed study"—Nottingham Guardian. 
'Cannot but prove interesting to historical students"—The Scotsman. 
' Calculated to make a deep impression upon the reader"—Yorkshire 

Factory Time*. 
"An interesting historical study"—Olasyoic llerahl. 
" A mellow story of ideas that are never new and never old"—The Public,U.S. A. 
"A real contribution to English history"—The New Aye. 
"A valuable piece of research"—The Morning Leader. 

most useful and inspiring book"—The Clarion. 

' This deeply interesting book . . . this most instructive book "—The Athenaeum. 
1 A contribution to the library of our propaganda of permanent historic 

interest and usefulness"—The Single Tax Review, U.S.A. 
' Ce livre commande le respect et la sympathie pour l'ecrivain et pour 

son hero"—Journal des Debats, Paris. 
' It has a real and permanent interest"—English Historical Review. 
'An anticipation of the most important movement of the present time"— 

Land 4' Labour. 
' Throws a flood of new light on the history of the Commonwealth period "— 

The Clarion. 

SNI.YEfrom LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT, 376-77, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 
[SINGLE TAX PAPERS l'LEASB COPY.] 

"The Young Liberal" 
ANILLUSTRATED JOURNAL OF 

POLITICS, LITERATURE & ART. 

Id. M o n t h l y ; b y p o s t , 1s. 6 d . p e r a n n u m . 
SPECIAL FEATURES o f the MARCH Issue: 

E l e c t o r a l R e f o r m a n d M e t h o d s 
o f E l e c t i o n . 

By J. H. HUMPHRIES. 

C o n s t r u c t i v e L i b e r a l i s m . 
By H. R. GLEDSTONE. 

T h e I n s u r a n c e A c t a n d i ts 
D e t r a c t o r s . 
By J. P. BLAKE. 

P r o f e s s o r G i l b e r t M u r r a y a t 
O x f o r d . 

C a r t o o n : " S t . D a v i d U p - t o - d a t e . " 

W h a t t o r e a d o n o u r O v e r s e a s 
D o m i n i o n s . 

T o be obtained from all Newsagents, or direct from the Publishers, 
13, W H I T E F R I A R S S T R E E T , E.C. 

VACHER & SONS 
W LTD., 

Establ ished 
1751. 

Fine Art & General 

PRINTERS, 

Lithographers and Stationers 

U P - T O - D A T E MACHINERY fi EQUIPMENT. 

LARGE fi SPECIALLY TRAINED S T A F F IN 
EACH DEPARTMENT. 

Westminster House, 
Great Smith Street, London, S . W . 

T e l e g r a m s : 
* Vacheres t i , London.' 

T e l e p h o n e s : 
2 2 7 1 Victoria (S line*). 

E S T I M A T E S F R E E . 

Publ i shed fo r t h e P r o p r i e t o r s by JOHN PAUL, Broad S a n c t u a r y C h a m b e r s , 11, To th i l l S t r ee t , W e s t m i n s t e r . P n b l i s h i n g O f f i c e s — 6 7 , W e s t N i l e 
S t r e e t , Glasgow ; and 376-7, S t r a n d , London, W.C. P r i n t e d b y VACHER & SONS, LTD., P a r l i a m e n t a r y and Genera l P r i n t e r s , West-
m i n s t e r House , G r e a t Smi th S t r ee t , S .W.—36013. 



LAND VALUES 
SUPPLEMENT. 

E x t r a c t s f r o m Deba tes in t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s on the Address in reply to t h e K i n g ' s Speech. 

MARCH, 1912. 

D E B A T E IN T H E H O U S E OF COMMONS ON T H E A D D R E S S IN R E P L Y TO T H E K I N G ' S S P E E C H . 

T h u r s d a y , 15th F e b r u a r y , 1912. 

I N D U S T R I A L U N R E S T . 

Mr. R a m s a y Maedona ld : 1 b e g t o m o v e , a s a n A m e n d -
m e n t t o t h e A d d r e s s , t o a d d , a t t h e end :— 

B u t h u m b l y r e p r e s e n t t o Y o u r M a j e s t y t h a t t h i s H o u s e 
r e g r e t s t h a t , h a v i n g r e g a r d to t h e e x i s t i n g i n d u s t r i a l u n r e s t 
a r i s ing f r o m a d e p l o r a b l e insuf f i c iency of wages , w h i c h 
lias p e r s i s t e d n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a g rea t e x p a n s i o n of 
n a t i o n a l w e a l t h , a n d a c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e in t h e cos t 
of l iv ing , Y o u r M a j e s t y ' s G r a c i o u s S p e e c h c o n t a i n s 
110 specif ic m e n t i o n of l eg i s la t ion s e c u r i n g a m i n i m u m 
l iv ing w a g e a n d fo r p r e v e n t i n g a c o n t i n u a n c e of s u c h 
u n e q u a l d iv i s ion of t h e f r u i t s of i n d u s t r y b y t h e 
n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n of r a i l w a y s , m i n e s , a n d o t h e r m o n o p o l i e s . 

I t is m y i n t e n t i o n t o d r a w t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e H o u s e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t o t h e s t a t e of l a b o u r u n r e s t e x i s t i n g , n o t on ly 
in t h i s c o u n t r y , b u t i n e v e r y i n d u s t r i a l c o u n t r y in t h e 
wor ld . C u r i o u s l y e n o u g h i t is in t h e t w o m o s t p r o t e c t e d 
c o u n t r i e s w h e r e i t h a s r e a c h e d i t s m o s t c r i t ica l m a n i f e s t a t i o n . 
I n A m e r i c a a t t h e p r e s e n t m o m e n t t h a t u n r e s t is t a k i n g 
t h e f o r m of o u t r a g e s w h i c h f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s c o u n t r y is 
f r e e f r o m . I n G e r m a n y t h e p o v e r t y w h i c h h a s b e e n 
c a u s e d b y P r o t e c t i o n a n d Tar i f f R e f o r m h a s b e e n so 
excess ive t h a t t h e p a r t y w h i c h is m o s t c o m m i t t e d t o u p s e t 
t h a t po l i cy is n o w t h e s t r o n g e s t in t h e G e r m a n R e i c h s t a g . 

T h e r e is a n o t h e r t h e o r y a b o u t t h i s l a b o u r u n r e s t w h i c h 
h a s b e e n a c c o r d e d a f a i r l y p r o m i n e n t p o s i t i o n i n o u r news-
p a p e r s . A c e r t a i n r a i l w a y d i r e c t o r , w h o is a lso a n h o n . 
M e m b e r of t h i s H o u s e , in a d d r e s s i n g his s h a r e h o l d e r s t h e 
o t h e r d a y , sa id t h a t : — 

h e d e p l o r e d t h e l a b o u r u n r e s t , wh ich w a s s e d u l o u s l y 
f o s t e r e d b y m i s c h i e v o u s peop l e w h o s e sole des i re s e e m e d 
t o b e t o u n d e r m i n e t h e h o n e s t y , m o r a l i t y , a n d sense 
of d u t y of t h e l a b o u r i n g p o p u l a t i o n . 

A f t e r t h a t h e a p p e a l e d t o h i s C h r i s t i a n i t y . I a m r a t h e r 
inc l ined t o a g r e e w i t h t h a t s t a t e m e n t . I t h i n k t h a t t h e 
l a b o u r u n r e s t h a s b e e n s e d u l o u s l y f o s t e r e d b y m i s c h i e v o u s 
peop le . I t h i n k t h a t t h o s e m i s c h i e v o u s peop l e h a v e been 
a c t i n g a p p a r e n t l y — n o t p e r h a p s c o n s c i o u s l y — a s if t h e i r 
sole des i r e w a s t o u n d e r m i n e t h e h o n e s t y , m o r a l i t y , a n d 
sense of d u t y of t h e l a b o u r i n g p o p u l a t i o n . B u t t h o s e 
peop l e a r e r a i l w a y d i r e c t o r s — w h o w a n t t o ge t p o r t e r s a t 
17s. 6d. p e r w e e k , a n d w h o , w h e n we tell t h e m e n t h a t 
t h e y s h o u l d n o t w o r k fo r a n y t h i n g u n d e r 25s. or 30s. 
a p p e a l t o o u r c o m m o n C h r i s t i a n i t y t o g e t t h e m ou t of t h e i r 
e c o n o m i c d i f f icul t ies . T h e f a c t of t h e m a t t e r i s — a n d 
I t h i n k t h i s H o u s e o u g h t r ea l ly t o recognise i t , a n d b u s y 
itself in f i n d i n g s o m e w a y o u t of t h e d i f f i cu l ty as s t a t e d 
in m y A m e n d m e n t : t h e f u n d a m e n t a l c a u s e of l a b o u r 
u n r e s t is low w a g e s — [ A n H o n . M e m b e r : " N o . " ] — a n d 
t h o s e low w a g e s y o u will f ind e v e r y w h e r e w h e r e c o m b i n a t i o n s 
of l a b o u r a r e w e a k . Y o u will f ind it in F r e e T r a d e c o u n t r i e s . 
Y o u will find i t in p r o t e c t e d c o u n t r i e s . T h e h i g h e r t h e 
p r o t e c t i o n t h e w o r s e t h e c o n d i t i o n of l a b o u r . A s t h e 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y S e c r e t a r y t o t h e B o a r d of T r a d e sa id t h e 
o t h e r d a y , in r e p l y i n g t o t h e M o t i o n b y m y h o n . F r i e n d 
t h e M e m b e r fo r W o o l w i c h (Mr. Crooks) , GO p e r c e n t , of t h e 
w a g e - e a r n e r s — o f w h o m t h e y h a v e p a r t i c u l a r s in t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t — a n d he said t h e y h a d p a r t i c u l a r s of 7 ,300 ,000 
— 0 0 p e r c e n t , h a v e i n c o m e s of less t h a n 30s. p e r w e e k . 
I i m a g i n e , a l t h o u g h he did n o t s a y so, t h a t t h a t is t h e i r 
i n c o m e w h e n t h e y a r e w o r k i n g . If so, y o u h a v e t o t a k e 
off an a p p r e c i a b l e p e r c e n t a g e t o g e t a t t b e n e t i n c o m e . 
T a k e t h e o t h e r c a s e : b e t w e e n 11)01 a n d 1911 we h a v e 
h a d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e B o a r d of T r a d e R e t u r n s , a d r o p of 
£57 ,500 pe r week in wages . T h e B o a r d of T r a d e , in t h e 
L A B O U R G A Z E T T E fo r J a n u a r y , m a k e s t h i s v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g 
s t a t e m e n t :— 

T h e r ise in t h e cos t of m a n y a r t i c l e s of f ood w h i c h 
h a s been go ing 011 f o r s o m e y e a r s , w a s fo r a t i m e a c c e n t u -
a t e d b y t h e s u m m e r d r o u g h t . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e 
u p w a r d m o v e m e n t in w a g e s l ias n o t y e t b e c o m e v e r y 
m a r k e d . 

(Cheers . ) W h y t h o s e c l iecrs f r o m t h e b e n c h e s o p p o s i t e ? 
I w a s a l w a y s u n d e r t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t o n e of t h e s t o c k 
a r g u m e n t s of Tar i f f R e f o r m e r s w a s t h a t w h e n pr ices rose 
w a g e s n a t u r a l l y rose a t t h e s a m e t i m e , f c a n v e r y well 
u n d e r s t a n d w h y h o n . M e m b e r s o b j e c t t o t h i s s t a t e m e n t 
f r o m t h e L A B O U R G A Z E T T E , b u t I a m a m a z e d t h a t t h e y 
s h o u l d b e so ill a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e i r o w n p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e y 
a c t u a l l y chee r a n a r g u m e n t w h i c h is m o s t e f f ec t ive a g a i n s t 
t h e i r po l icy . A t a n y r a t e , we n o w h a v e t h e a d m i s s i o n , 
p u n c t u a t e d b y t h e c h e e r s of t h e O p p o s i t i o n , t h a t p r i ces 
c a n rise, a n d a c t u a l l y d o r ise , as a m a t t e r of e x p e r i e n c e , 
a n d w a g e s d o n o t r ise in c o n s e q u e n c e . B u t t h i s q u e s t i o n 
is n o t m e r e l y a m a t t e r of wages , b u t a m a t t e r of t h e g e n e r a l 
c o n d i t i o n of l a b o u r . 

W h e n w e ra i se w a g e s w e d o n o t m e a n t h a t t h e c o n s u m e r 
s h o u l d p a y t h o s e w a g e s e x c e p t in c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
ff t h e c o n s u m e r is n o t p a y i n g e n o u g h for t h e cos t of 
p r o d u c t i o n h e o u g h t t o p a y e n o u g h a n d h a v e t h e p r i c e 
r a i s ed a g a i n s t h i m , a n d t a k e t h e r e s u l t . W a g e s were ra i sed 
a s a r e s u l t of t h e r a i l w a y s t r i ke , a n d t h e c h a r g e t o t h e use r s 
of t h e r a i l w a y s w a s ra i sed . T h a t is b u t r i g h t , b u t t a k e 
t h e I n s u r a n c e A c t : T h e Chance l lo r of t h e E x c h e q u e r 
h a s in h is speeches in t h e c o u n t r y s t a t e d o v e r a n d o v e r 
a g a i n t h a t t h e 3d. or 4d. t h a t t h e e m p l o y e r l ias go t t o p a y 
is n o t t o c o m e o u t of t h e p r o f i t s b u t t o go i n t o t h e cos t of 
p r o d u c t i o n , t o b e b o r n e b y t h e c o n s u m e r ; b u t t h a t s u r e l y 
is an e x c e e d i n g l y u n s a t i s f a c t o r y a r r a n g e m e n t . So long 
a s y o u h a v e a c lass of t h e c o m m u n i t y s h a r i n g in t h e n a t i o n a l 
w e a l t h w i t h o u t g iv ing n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e t h e n y o u o u g h t 
t o e c o n o m i s e b y c l e a r i n g o u t t h i s c lass a n d m a k i n g y o u r 
c o m m u n i t y a s e rv i ce -g iv ing c o m m u n i t y a n d n o t a se rv ice-
g i v i n g class . 

Mr. Clynes : I r ise t o s e c o n d t h i s A m e n d m e n t , 
' i 'he c o u n t r y h a s b e e n in a s t a t e of r evo l t ; p r o p e r t y a n d 

life h a v e b e e n m e n a c e d ; t h e r e h a v e been e x h i b i t i o n s of 
p o v e r t y , of su f f e r ing , a n d of w r o n g t h e l ike of w h i c h h a v e 
n e v e r b e e n p r e v i o u s l y r e v e a l e d t o t h i s c o u n t r y , a n d , in 
f a c e of all t h e s e s t a r t l i n g f a c t s , t h e G o v e r n m e n t c o m e s 
f o r w a r d n o w t o e x p r e s s t h e h o p e t h a t b o t h s ides will a c t 
in a r e a s o n a b l e sp i r i t a n d a v o i d d e v e l o p m e n t s t h a t will 
s e r ious ly a f f e c t t h e t r a d e of t h e c o u n t r y a n d t h e w e l f a r e 
of t h e p e o p l e . I would a sk t h e H o u s e t o c o n s i d e r w h a t 
is t h e m o s t o u t s t a n d i n g a n d a r r e s t i n g f a c t in c o n n e c t i o n 
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with t h e l a b o u r u n r e s t ? I t is t h a t it h a s t a k e n p lace d u r i n g [ 
a t i m e n o t of a c u t e u n e m p l o y m e n t , n o t when t h e r e were 
10 p e r cen t , a n d 1 1 per cent , of skil led w o r k i n g m e n on t h e 
books of t h e u n e m p l o y e d , b u t d u r i n g a t i m e w h e n t h e 
p e r c e n t a g e of u n e m p l o y e d w a s as low as i t ha s been for 
m a n y y e a r s pa s t , d u r i n g a t i m e w h e n t r a d e h a d inc reased 
in v o l u m e e n o r m o u s l y a n d in v a l u e v e r y g r e a t l y . 

A M e m b e r of t h e G o v e r n m e n t , t h e hon . G e n t l e m a n t h e 
F i n a n c i a l S e c r e t a r y t o t he T r e a s u r y (Mr. M a s t e r m a n ) , 
said s o m e m o n t h s ago , t o w a r d s t h e close of o n e of t h e w o r s t 
pe r iods of t h i s l a b o u r un res t , t h a t t h e e x p o s u r e of t h e 
cond i t i ons u n d e r w h i c h m e n a n d w o m e n w e r e w o r k i n g 
was w o r t h all t h e t r o u b l e t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e c o u n t r y h a d 
gone. He r e f e r r ed t o t h e f a c t t h a t v a n b o y s a n d c a r t e r s 
h a d g o n e b a c k c o n t e n t e d l y to w o r k a f t e r s ecu r ing a f o u r t e e n -
hou r d a y . T h e i r a p p e a l fo r o v e r t i m e r a t e s o n l y a f t e r 1 

w o r k i n g 011 n o r m a l w a g e s for f o u r t e e n h o u r s h a d been con-
ceded. He r e f e r r ed t o t h e girl m o t h e r s of B i r m i n g h a m 
iv bo were l iv ing in a n e w e a r t h b e c a u s e t he i r wages h a d been 
raised f r o m 7s. t o 8s. a week . If M e m b e r s of t h e Gove rn -
m e n t c a n s t a t e t h e s e f a c t s on p u b l i c p l a t f o r m s t h e y m a y he 
ce r t a in it is t he i r d u t y to g ive expres s ion t o t he i r con-
v ic t ions , a n d t h u s p r e v e n t long h o u r s a n d low w a g e s 
t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e social a n d i n d u s t r i a l d e g r a d a t i o n t h a t 
i n e v i t a b l y follow in the i r t r a i n . M y hon . F r i e n d t h e 
M e m b e r for Leicester , w h o m o v e d t h e A m e n d m e n t , r e f e r r ed 
t o t h e f ac t t h a t t h e s t a t e of low wages was v e r y genera l 
a m o n g t h e indus t r i a l p o p u l a t i o n . M a y I r e f e r t o a n o t h e r 
s ide of t h e case— t h e eve r - inc reas ing income of t h e non-
p r o d u c i n g classes of t h e c o u n t r y . T do no t wish t o t r o u b l e 
t h e H o u s e w i t h f igures, b u t , a s I u n d e r s t a n d , t h o s e supp l i ed I 
b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t r e t u r n s , a n d as I u n d e r s t a n d t h e 
speeches of Chance l lo r s of t h e E x c h e q u e r of t h e pa s t 
few y e a r s t h e pos i t ion is th i s : T h e inc rease in t h e a v e r a g e 
i n c o m e p e r p e r s o n a m o n g t h e wel l - to -do classes c o m i n g 
u n d e r i n c o m e t a x c o n d i t i o n s h a s in t h e cour se of t e n yea r s 
been £160 pe r y e a r ; t h a t is to s ay , t e n y e a r s ago t h e a v e r a g e 
i n c o m e w a s £840, a n d n o w it is ove r £1 ,000—an increase 
r e p r e s e n t i n g h u n d r e d s of mil l ions s t e r l ing a y e a r . 

Y o u h a v e h a d a v i r t u a l dec rease in t h e i n c o m e s of t h e 
w a g e - e a r n i n g p o p u l a t i o n . W h i l e he re a n d t h e r e t h e r e 
h a s b e e n s o m e a d d i t i o n in t h e w a y of a s l ight a d v a n c e in 
wages of f r o m Is. 6d . t o 2s. 6d. a week , t h a t increase h a s 
been m o r e t h a n c o u n t e r b a l a n c e d b y t h e u p w a r d t e n d e n c y 
of pr ices , w h i c h fa l l s o n l y w i t h a n y degree of s e v e r i t y 011 
t h e p o o r e r classes. W h e n we d iscussed in tli is H o u s e s o m e 
t i m e las t y e a r t h e s u b j e c t of t h e m i n i m u m wage , t h e spokes-
m a n fo r t h e G o v e r n m e n t to ld u s h o w e n o r m o u s w a s t h e 
n u m b e r of pe r sons w h o were p a i d less t h a n 30s. a week . 
T r e m e m b e r t h a t he m e n t i o n e d t h e r e w e r e s even a n d a half 
mil l ions of p e r s o n s e m p l o y e d a t less t h a n 30s. a week . 
T h a t m e a n s t h a t y o u h a v e s e v e n a n d a half mi l l ion peop le 
w h o s i m p l y c a n n o t fulfi l t h e o r d i n a r y e x p e c t a t i o n s of 
civil ised life, w h o c a n n o t m e e t t h e ob l iga t ions imposed 
u p o n t h e m , a n d w h o c a n n o t p r o v i d e t h e m s e l v e s w i t h good 
h o m e s or w i t h o p p o r t u n i t i e s of ou t l ook for t h e m s e l v e s 
or t h e i r ch i ld ren . 

T h e p r e s e n t Chance l lo r of t h e E x c h e q u e r , p e r h a p s 
m o r e t h a n a n y m a n in h i s to ry , ha s d i r e c t e d pub l i c a t t e n t i o n 
t o t h e s e e x t r e m e s of r i ches a n d p o v e r t y . Before 1 close I 
w a n t t o q u o t e w h a t h e said in his speech s o m e t i m e a g o 
a t B i r m i n g h a m . H e said :— 

T h e p r o t e c t i o n of p r o p e r t y in t h i s c o u n t r y is t h e 
m o s t p e r f e c t m a c h i n e eve r dev i sed b y t h e h u m a n b ra in . 
T h e g u a r d i a n s of p r o p e r t y p a t r o l e v e r y s t r ee t , a n d if 
t h e t r a n s g r e s s o r e ludes t he i r v ig i lance he is p u r s u e d t o 
t h e e n d s of t h e e a r t h . 

T h e n he goes on t o give a. c o m p a r i s o n b e t w e e n how well 
p r o p e r t y is s a f e g u a r d e d a n d p r o t e c t e d b y t h e law a n d t h e 
law as r e g a r d s t h e c o n d i t i o n s a n d social we l f a re of t h e 
people . He says :— 

B u t c o m p a r e t h a t w i t h t h e w a y in wh ich t h e P u b l i c 
H e a l t h A c t s a n d t h e H o u s i n g A c t s a re a d m i n i s t e r e d in 
t h i s c o u n t r y . W e h a v e h a d P u b l i c H e a l t h A c t s in th i s 
c o u n t r y fo r y e a r s a n d y e a r s , long be fo re 1 was b o r n , 
a n d t h a t is g e t t i n g a long t i m e ago. N o w y o u h a v e 
H o u s i n g A c t s on t h e S t a t u t e B o o k , a n d ye t t h e r e is 110 
c i t y or t o w n , n a y , no t a vi l lage, b u t y o u h a v e got t h e 
reek of i n s a n i t a r y p r o p e r t y . 

T h a t r eek wi l l r e m a i n , a n d all t h a t it m e a n s will r e m a i n , 
unless t h e w o r k m a n is p r o p e r l y t r e a t e d in t h e w o r k s h o p . 
Send t h e m a n o u t of t h e ga t e s a n d he will go t o a s lum. 
T h e r e y o u will h a v e i l l -hea l th a n d disease. H e has not 
suff ic ient food or f o o d of p r o p e r q u a l i t y . H e is b a d l y 
c lo thed . H e is u n s i g h t l y , w i t h o u t m e a n s , a p e n a l t y u p o n 
t h e c o m m u n i t y in e v e r y way . P o v e r t y is t h e m o s t cos t ly 
t h i n g t h a t a n y c o m m u n i t y could p e r m i t . I t does n o t p a y 
a c o u n t r y t o k e e p t h e peop le poor . A n y genera l i m p o v e r i s h -
m e n t of large masses of t h e people is b o u n d to c a u s e o t h e r 
f o r m s of d a n g e r , a n d compe l s y o u t o p a y a m u c h larger 
d o c t o r ' s bill a n d police bill a n d a s y l u m bill a n d w o r k h o u s e 
bill t h a n o the rwi se w o u l d h a v e t o be pa id . So t h a t low 
wages a r e t h e first c ause of s lums . Give y o u r w o r k m e n 
m o n e y w h e r e w i t h t o l ive in a b e t t e r h o m e , a n d t h e y will 
n a t u r a l l y des i re t o h a v e a b e t t e r h o m e . I t is n o a n s w e r 
t o s ay t h a t if w o r k m e n get m o r e t h e y will s p e n d it u p o n 
vice, g a m b l i n g , a n d d r i n k , fo r t h e f a c t is t h a t it is t h e 
b e t t e r - p a i d classes of o u r p o p u l a t i o n w h o spend least in th i s 
w a y , a n d m o s t of t h o s e w h o r e p r o a c h t h e m h a v e less c ause 
t o level t h e finger of sco rn a t t h e m for a n y vices of t h a t k ind . 

W e s u p p o r t t h i s A m e n d m e n t dec l a r ing t h a t un res t 
is d u e t o insuff icient wages , a n d , fo r myse l f , I s ay t h a t 
p e n d i n g t h e abo l i t ion of t h e s e m o n o p o l i e s r e fe r r ed t o in oiu-

A m e n d m e n t , m y f e r v e n t hope is t h a t u n r e s t will c o n t i n u e 
a n d t h e d i sp l ay of revol t will r e m a i n un t i l j u s t i ce is done . 

Sir F . Banbury : W h a t a b o u t t h e n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n of t h e 
m i n e s of t h e c o u n t r y ? T do no t k n o w t h e v a l u e of t h e 
mines of t h i s c o u n t r y , b u t I suppose it is s o m e t h i n g 
e n o r m o u s . I a m sure t h e hon . G e n t l e m a n does n o t p ropose 
t o e x p r o p r i a t e t h e mine -owner s . If he is go ing t o t a k e 
ove r t h e r a i lways , w h e r e is he go ing t o find t h e m o n e y for 
t h e n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n of t h e mines ? T h e a m o u n t r e q u i r e d 
m u s t b e m a n y h u n d r e d s of mil l ions . W h e r e is t h a t t o be 
f o u n d ? T h e n we h a v e still t o dea l w i t h t h e " o t h e r 
m o n o p o l i e s . " I do no t k n o w w h a t t h e o t h e r m o n o p o l i e s 
are . B u t as t h e hon. M e m b e r s cal led r a i lways " m o n o p o l i e s , " 
t h o u g h t h e y h a v e t o c o m p e t e w i t h m u n i c i p a l t r a m w a y s , 
c h e a p sh ipp ing , m o t o r cars a n d v a n s , a n d all t h e va r i ed 
c o m p e t i t i o n which n o w goes 011, I p r e s u m e h e wou ld 
call e v e r y m e a n s of p r o d u c t i o n in t h e c o u n t r y a m o n o p o l y . 
P r a c t i c a l l y i t comes t o th is , t h a t in his o p i n i o n e v e r y 
m e a n s of p r o d u c t i o n shou ld be t a k e n ove r a n d m a n a g e d 
b y t h e S t a t e a n d b y lion. M e m b e r s below t h e G a n g w a y . 
[An hon . M e m b e r : " W h a t a b o u t l and ? " ] Yes , t h e r e 
is t h e q u e s t i o n of l a n d . I h a v e le f t l a n d o u t . I h a v e got 
a c c u s t o m e d t o all so r t s of e x t r a o r d i n a r y p roposa l s . T h e r e is 
t h e p roposa l t o t a k e l a n d over as well as r a i lways , mines , 
a n d e v e r y o t h e r m e a n s of p r o d u c t i o n . I shou ld like t o a sk 
t h e hon . M e m b e r for Le ices te r w h e t h e r he t h i n k s t h a t t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t of na t iona l i sed conce rns is going t o be v e r y 
p r o f i t a b l e e i the r t o t h e S t a t e or t o t h e people w h o use t h e 
p a r t i c u l a r a r t i c le p r o d u c e d or m a n a g e d . 

Mr. Lansbury : I will g ive t h e case of a r a i l w a y m a n . T h e 
p a m p h l e t is w r i t t e n b y Mrs. P e m b e r Reeves , of t h e F a b i a n 
Soc ie ty , a n d she gives c h a p t e r a n d verse for e v e r y case 
i n v e s t i g a t e d . H e r e is t h e b u d g e t of Mrs. X . H e r h u s b a n d 
is a r a i l w a y ca r r i age washe r , e a r n i n g 18s. fo r a six d a y s ' 
week , a n d 21s. e v e r y o t h e r week w h e n he w o r k s s even 
d a y s . H e p a y s his wi fe all t h a t he ea rns . A p p a r e n t l y 
he is a t e e to t a l l e r a n d n o n - s m o k e r , l ike myse l f , a n d does 
not w a s t e a n y of his m o n e y 011 t h o s e luxur ies t h a t m o s t 
m e n t h i n k a r e necessaries . T h e r e a r e t h r e e ch i ld ren . T h i s 
is h o w t h e 21s. is s p e n t . R e n t , 7s. ; c lo th ing c l u b ( two 
weeks) . Is. 2d. : i n s u r a n c e ( two weeks) . Is. 6d. ; coal a n d 
wood . Is. 7d. : coke. 3d. : gas . lOd. ; soap , soda , e tc . . 5d. ; 
m a t c h e s , Id . ; b l aek lead a n d b l ack ing . Id . ; b a l a n c e for 
food for five pe r sons , 8s. Id . I w a n t t h e hon . B a r o n e t t o 
get d o w n to t h a t . 

I d o not s t a n d here a s a m a n w h o h a s h a d a lot of h a r d s h i p 
in life. O n c e in m y life I was ou t of w o r k — n o t in th i s 
c o u n t r y , b u t in A u s t r a l i a — a n d I k n o w w h a t it is to feel 
t h a t t h e m o n e y I h a d was g r a d u a l l y r u n n i n g o u t . B u t I 
h a v e n e v e r h a d t o l ive 011 a n y s u c h m o n e y as th i s , a n d m y 
m o t h e r n e v e r h a d to , or p r o b a b l y I shou ld n o t h a v e t h e 
k ind of f r a m e t h a t I possess. C a n a n y o n e s a y t h a t t h e 
i t ems I h a v e r ead o u t a re luxur ies ? Will a n y o n e d e n y 
t h e need of soap , b l aek l ead . or i n su rance ? Will a n y o n e 
sav t h a t 7s. fo r rent is t oo m u c h As a m a t t e r of f ac t , it 
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is too m u c h ; b u t will a n y o n e deny tha t it is impossible 
t o get a c c o m m o d a t i o n for a wife and three chi ldren for 
less t h a n 7s. ? T h a t being so, will anyone con tend that 
8s. Id. is a p rope r a m o u n t for the food of five persons '.' I 
am not t a lk ing here in a n y superior fashion, b u t I know 
perfect ly well it costs m e considerably more t h a n that 
B u t here is a f ami ly of five persons who have to live seven 
days a week on t h a t sum. T h e money is laid ou t as follows • 
Eleven loaves, 2s. 7d. ; q u a r t e r n of flour, o ld . : mea t . 
Is. lOd. Somet imes we a re told t h a t our people ough t to 
be vege ta r ians ; Is. lOd. a week for m e a t br ings t h e m very 
near to t h a t . Po ta toes a n d greens. »Jd. ; ! lb. b u t t e r , 6d. ; 
j am, 3d. ; 6 ozs. tea , 6d. R e m e m b e r t h e d u t y on t ha t t ea ' 
'I wo p o u n d s sugar , 4d. ; t in of mi lk , h i . cocoa. Id • 
suet , 2d. There is no t a d r o p of f resh milk, only a t in of 
condensed. H o w do you expec t to br ing up an Imperia l 
race or to h a v e a s t rong na t ion oil t h a t kind of food ? 
One of t h e reasons I h a v e come t o th is House is that I 
a m appal led a t t he physical de te r iora t ion of t he people 
a m o n g s t w h o m 1 live. E v e r y day of m y life L come in 
c o n t a c t w i t h families like those referred to 111 this p a m p h l e t . 
We are no t raising th is ques t ion mere ly for t h e purpose 
of an academic discussion. W e w a n t the f ac t s of life to be 
b u r n t int o t he mind of eve ry Member of this House Take 
a n o t h e r case, tha t of a L a m b e t h worker , a horsekeeper 
ea rn ing 25s. a week. He gives his wife 23s. T h e y have 
had six chi ldren, th ree of w h o m h a v e died. H e spends 
only 6s. 6d. on r en t , but .Mrs. P e m b e r Reeves con tends 
t h a t t he reason the th ree chi ldren h a v e died is t h a t too little 
was spent, on rent . T h e p a r e n t s have economised at t h e 
cost of cubic space. T h e following is t h e budge t of this 
fami ly : Ren t , 6s. 6d. ; insurance , lOd. ; coal, Is. 6d. ; 
lam]) oil, 5d. : boots, Is. 6 i d . ; soap and soda. 4 i d . ; wood ' 
2d. ; leaving for food l i s . 8 | d . Th i s ba lance is laid ou t 
as fo l lows: Eleven loaves, 2s. 6 jd . ; m e a t , 3s. l i d . ; 
po ta toes , lOd. ; vegetables , 2 | d . ; ma rga r ine a n d j am ' 
!>d. ; t ea , 8d. ; two t ins of mi lk , 6d. ; sugar , 4 i d . ; flour, 
3d. ; bacon and fish, l i d . ; rice, 3d. ; suet , 2]d . herbs , 4d. 
There are a b o u t t w e n t y budge t s in th is p a m p h l e t , a n d in 
n o t one of t h e m is a n y t h i n g p u t down for f resh milk. 
Eve ryone w h o has chi ldren knows t h a t chi ldren to be 
hea l thy abso lu te ly need mi lk every day , and t h a t t i nned 
milk does n o t give a n y t h i n g like t he n o u r i s h m e n t t h a t 
f resh milk does. 

All these budge t s refer t o working class families. I 
w a n t Tariff Re fo rmers a n d all who are deaf to our pro-
posit ions t o r e m e m b e r t h a t these cases are all of m e n in 
regular work. T h e y show t h a t t he reward of i n d u s t r y 
tor six or seven d a y s a week for a m a n wi th a wife and 
three or fou r children is t h a t they have f rom 10s. t o 12s. 
to spend on food. T h a t fact alone ought to m a k e this 
House realise t h a t , ins tead of a t t e m p t i n g to soothe t he 
unres t , if we w a n t our cons t i t uen t s real ly t o be be t t e r off, 
we ought t o be out amongs t t hem fomen t ing t h e unres t 
and st i rr ing t h e m u p to revol t aga ins t these condi t ions . 

W h a t has happened du r ing the last few m o n t h s ? T h e 
mere th rea t of a coal s t r ike has sen t coals up 4s„ 5s., and 
6s. a ton . Can a n y o n e here say t h a t if t he S t a t e owned 
the coal mines t he t h r e a t of a s t r ike would h a v e enabled 
a n y set of p r i va t e people in London to pu t u p t h e price 
of coal as it has been pu t u p of late ? We would h a v e had 
a separa te .Minister in charge here, and we could have 
p reven ted him doing a n y t h i n g of t h e kind. Xo miner lias 
been paid a n y more for ge t t ing the coal. T h e rai lway man 
has not been paid more for ca r ry ing it . Nor have the 
men who t a k e it f r om the ca r t s to t he cellars, or h a w k 
it m the s t ree t s got a f a r th ing more. W h e r e has t he money-
gone ? To m a k e , as t b e ( 'hancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r 
said, those who are rich r icher. We, at any ra te , are out to 
say defini tely t h a t we want t he eoalminer to be f ree f rom 
the in iqui ty of ca r ry ing on his back the m a n who d raws 
min ing ren t s and royal t ies f r o m bis labour . 

Therefore I say t h a t th is House has got to see t h a t t he 
working people of th is c o u n t r y are awak ing to t he fact 
t h a t t hey a r e t he p roducers of all t h a t we and o thers 
consume. W e all in this House , as well as o thers , a re in 
one way or a n o t h e r on t h e backs of t he people. I a m not 
satisfied a b o u t it myself . If £400 a year is a good m i n i m u m 
wage for m e I w a n t t he working people to d e m a n d a t least 
an equal m i n i m u m wage for themselves . T h e people 

who produce are the people who ought to have it more t h a n 
a n y b o d y else, and it is because 1 feel t h a t tha t I a m glad 
to be here this a f t e rnoon and to havo the privilege' of 
suppor t ing our A m e n d m e n t . Every m a n who th inks 
well of his c o u n t r y will, I hope, s u p p o r t it, too. Hon. 
-Members have heard someth ing a b o u t syndical ism. I 
h a v e been all m y life working amongs t the people of var ious 
degrees. F o r twen ty years I have been a Poor Law 
guard ian . I have s u p p o r t e d measures for t he feeding of 
t he children, a n d for doing this, t h a t , a n d the o the r for 
t h e working classes. I do no t w a n t any longer to s t a n d ou t 
for mere t inker ing wi th these, ques t ions . I feel more 
sick every day . I do no t like to see t he children separa ted 
like t he sheep and the goats , one l i t t le set having to have 
c o m m u n a l meals a n d t b e o thers going to their homes. 
I w a n t to see each working class child hav ing his food wi th 
Ins mo the r a n d with the family . 1 w a n t to see tho t ime 
when the cha r i ty t h a t we h a v e in these m a t t e r s will be, a 
t h ing of t he pas t . 1 do no t mean t h e char i ty t h a t helps 
to bear one ano the r ' s bu rdens in t ime of distress, hut I 
mean the c h a r i t y t h a t gives to m a k e up for robbery . 

Vou canno t h a v e a s t rong democracy unless the people 
a re going to be f ree to develop themselves . No people 
can be f ree who are living under p resen t condit ions. You 
ta lk of syndical ism. Let th i s House r emember t h a t if it 
refuses t o deal wi th the wrongs of t he people ; if even i t is 
powerless t o deal wi th t h e m ; t ha t there is no th ing else 
for t h e people to do bu t t o a t t e n d to t he m a t t e r outs ide 
th is House. F o r m y p a r t , while this House refuses to deal 
w i t h this social problem, I am going to join with all men 
outside, who will join with mo in doing what we can to st ir 
u p and f o m e n t revolt against these rev ol t ing condit ions. 1 
a m going to do all tha t one m a n can do to m a k e t h e poor 
b a t e pove r ty , to m a k e t h e m ba te the i r p o v e r t y - never 
m i n d a b o u t ha t ing the i r social condi t ions . I do not w a n t 
t h e m to h a t e the rich, b u t to h a t e t h e idea that tliey 
a n d the i r chi ldren should live under these condit ions. If 
t h e y get a good ha t r ed of these condi t ions into the i r m inds 
t hey will use t he be t te r combina t ion which you use. T h e y 
will bind themselves toge ther in the i r unions ; then in their 
federa t ions of unions. F ina l ly (hey will c ap tu re this 
House , no t to pal l iate their misery, b u t t o des t roy the 
prof i t -monger ing sys tem which m a k e s t h e m poor and a few 
people rich. 

Mr. Martin : We heard a great deal last Session from 
t h e Opposit ion a b o u t t he fai lure of t h e Land Taxes . T h e y 
complained t ha t t he Land Taxes bad no t been effective 
and had no t b rough t in as great a r evenue as was an t ic ipa ted 
by the Chancellor of t he Excheque r . Surely t h a t can bo 
easily remedied. If t he Land Taxes a re no t sufficiently 
p roduc t ive of revenue , it m u s t arise f r o m t h e fac t tha i t hey 
are no t sufficiently high. T h e Chancellor of the Exchequer 
charges a h a l f p e n n y in t h e £ on unp roduc t i ve land. T h e n ; 
is no o ther c o u n t r y in t h e world where unp roduc t i ve land 
gets off as lightly. In C a n a d a unp roduc t i ve land is charged 
a t f rom Id. to 5d. in the £. 

P R O F I T S H A R I N G . 

Mr. Peto : I beg to move , as an Amendmen t to the 
proposed A m e n d m e n t , to leave ou t tho words:— 

Your Majes ty ' s Gracious Speech conta ins no specific 
men t ion of legislation securing a m i n i m u m living wage 
and for p reven t ing a con t inuance of such unequal division 
of tl le f ru i t s of indus t ry by t be nat ional isa t ion of ra i lways, 
mines, and o the r monopolies . 

a n d t o insert ins tead thereof t he words : -

Your Ma jes ty ' s Ministers are no t t ak ing s teps to 
forward t h e fair and equi tab le division between capi ta l 
a n d labour of t he profi ts of i ndus t ry b y co-par tnersh ip 
which would un i t e their in teres ts a n d enormously add 
to t he p roduc t ive capac i ty of t h e coun t ry , cheapen 
the cost of commodi t ies , increase th is coun t ry ' s power 
of compe t ing 111 all o ther nicirkcts, unci give to Wci<re-
earners a h u m a n interest in life and work and place t h e m 
on a moral equa l i t y with every o the r class. 

I> 
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The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade (Mr 
J. M. Robertson) : I t will be g r a n t e d t h a t t h a t A m e n d m e n t 
has a very wide scope. My lion. F r i e n d compl imen ted 
t h e r igh t hon . Gen t l eman , t h e Leader of t he Oppos i t ion , 
i ronical ly, of course, on hav ing shown w h a t he called 
an ances t ra l d i s c r e t i on—tha t is a d iscre t ion which was 
p a r t l y a racial qua l i ty , in o m i t t i n g to i n t roduce t h e 
suggest ion of Tariff R e f o r m in his speech on t h e Address . 
W h a t I would say w i t h regard t o t h a t is, p e r h a p s as a 
Member of t h e s ame o f t mal igned b u t i l lustr ious race, 1 m a y 
ex tend t h e compl imen t to m y hon. F r i e n d t h e Member for 
Leicester himself a n d c o n g r a t u l a t e h i m on t h e discret ion 
wi th which , in m o v i n g th i s very wide A m e n d m e n t , he 
res t r ic ted his a r g u m e n t on t h e m a i n issues. T h e Amend-
m e n t is t o t h e effect t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t ough t , in view 
of t h e indus t r ia l u n r e s t , to h a v e a d o p t e d a policy which 
would r emove t h a t unres t , a n d t h a t a des i rable policy is 
one of na t iona l i sa t ion of mines , ra i lways a n d o the r 
monopol ies . I do n o t know if t h e i n t en t ion is to include 
all o the r monopol ies . For a pol icy so sweeping as t h a t m y 
hon. F r i e n d ' s advocacy was surely s ingular ly l imited. 
Both m y hon. F r i end , and m y hon. F r iend who seconded 
him, gave us m o v i n g and impress ive speeches on t h e 
sub jec t of t h e i n a d e q u a c y of t h e r e m u n e r a t i o n of g rea t 
masses of labour in t h i s c o u n t r y ; a n d everyone mus t h a v e 
been impressed wi th t h e s incer i ty of the i r speeches u n d e r 
t h a t head . T h e hon . M e m b e r for Bow a n d Bromley (Mr. 
L a n s b u r y ) gave us a still more e loquen t speech t o t h e s a m e 
effect . N o b o d y is disposed t o d i s p u t e t h e essential pro-
posi t ion in those speeches, b u t t h e p u t t i n g of those proposi-
t ions is an ex t r eme ly i n a d e q u a t e w a y of j u s t i fy ing t h e 
d e m a n d for t he na t ional i sa t ion of ra i lways , mines, a n d 
o the r monopol ies . 

Sir J. Spear : I h a v e not iced t h a t when ques t ions of 
land t a x a t i o n have arisen in th is House , lion. Members 
below the G a n g w a y , wi th per fec t hones ty I a m cer ta in , 
h a v e a lways held u p the i r hands , so t o speak, in f a v o u r of 
increased t a x a t i o n on land. W e who are connec ted w i t h 
t h e land do no t w a n t f avour i t i sm. W e wan t 110 except ion 
e x t e n d e d to our i ndus t ry . 

B u t I v e n t u r e to say t h a t , h a v i n g regard to t h e diff icul ty 
of t h e cu l t iva t ion of t h e land of th is c o u n t r y and t h e 
u n r e m u n e r a t i v e condi t ions , by p lac ing u p o n t h a t r aw 
ma te r i a l , for a f t e r all land is t h e r a w mate r ia l out of which 
we m a n u f a c t u r e food for t h e people , lion. Gen t lemen a re 
un in ten t iona l ly , but never the less surely, m a k i n g it less 
possible for t he t i l lers of t h e soil t o deal wi th t h e agricul-
tu ra l labourers in t h e way t h e y would wish t o do if t h e 
r e m u n e r a t i o n of t-lie i n d u s t r y a n d c i rcumstances would 
pe rmi t . I would r emind m y hon. F r i ends below t h e 
G a n g w a y tha t t h e y have a ve ry fal lacious idea w i t h 
reference t o t h e va lue of land, f submi t t h a t t h e p resen t 
v a l u e of agr icul tura l l and in th i s c o u n t r y is nil —that is t o 
say , t h a t t h a t which is pa id as rent for land to -day only 
represen t s in te res t 011 m o n e y in br inging t h e l and f rom its 
p ra i r ie s t a t e in to a s t a t e fit for food p roduc t ion . I s u b m i t 
t h a t d ra in ing , t h e erect ion of fences, and t h e erect ion of 
bui ldings, has caused an ou t l ay of cap i ta l ill t he develop-
men t of t h e land t o m a k e it su i t ab le for food p r o d u c t i o n 
which is a t least as great a s the land is w o r t h t o -day . 
The re fo re 1 s u b m i t t h a t t h e present va lue of agr icu l tura l 
land is as m u c h the frui t of t h e l abour appl ied in br inging 
t ha t land in to a s t a t e fit for food p roduc t ion as is a r t i sans ' 
wages. 

Hon. Members bolow the G a n g w a y are j u s t l y jea lous to 
pro tec t thc labour of t h e a r t i sans , and 1 appeal to t h e m for 
fair p lay in deal ing w i t h l abour as appl ied to t h e cu l t iva t ion 
of t h e land. I do so no t only in t h e interest of those who 
a re tilling the land, b u t in t h e interest of t he agr icu l tu ra l 
labourers , because u n d e r thc Land Clauses of t h e Budget--
and we arc t h r e a t e n e d wi th still more dras t ic legislation 
in t h a t direction— I v e n t u r e t o say it m e a n s less expend i tu r e 
in d ra in ing and developing t h e land, the reduc ing of o u r 
n a t i v e food supply , and t h e cur ta i l ing of t h e d e m a n d 
for agr icu l tura l labourers ' services. T h e r e b y it m e a n s 
a r educ t ion of the i r wages. Whi le yielding t o no m a n in t h e 
House in s y m p a t h y for the workers in t h e big towns , I 
do say t h a t t h e bes t way , or one of t h e bes t ways , to r e m e d y 
overcrowding in t h e big t o w n s is t o m a k e it be t t e r w o r t h 
while for people t o remain in t h e ru ra l d is t r ic ts . W e 

somet imes hear t he cry " B a c k to t he land . ' ' (An hon . 
Member i " Hear ( h e a r . " ] An hon. Member opposi te 
says j " H e a r , hea r . " I should like to see some of t h e m go 
back t o t h e land a n d do a d a y ' s work . I v e n t u r e t o say 
t h a t when t h e y were b a c k on t h e l and the i r work would be 
very l imited indeed. If a m a n has lef t t he l and , he is of 
ve ry l i t t le use oil t h e land when he goes back . I know-
t h a t some hon. Members believe t h a t any fool can cu l t iva te 
t h e land . I disagree wi th t h e m ent irely. I t requires as 
m u c h intell igence a n d d iscr iminat ion b o t h on t h e par t of 
t h e f a r m e r and agr icul tura l labourer to successfully 
cu l t iva te t h e land as i t does to follow successfully a n y b r anch 
of i n d u s t r y t h a t a r t i sans m a y follow. I t is on t h a t ground 
tha t I appea l to hon . Members below the Gangway . 

1 h a v e hea rd a good deal this a f t e r n o o n wi th reference 
to t h e increased price of t h e necessaries of life. Well , 
t h a t is p a r t l y due to t h e increased t a x a t i o n of land b y t h e 
Budge t , because every increased b u r d e n on the land is a n 
increased t a x on t h e food supply of th i s coun t ry . I t seems 
to m e t h a t hon . Members opposi te do no t care how m u c h 
t hey t a x t h e na t ive food supply . T h e y seem t o be very 
indif ferent on t h a t po in t . T h e y do no t ob jec t to t a x t h e 
food supply p roduced a t home, b u t when it is suggested 
t h a t t he foreigner should p a y for t he use of our m a r k e t s 
for his p r o d u c t s t h e y say , " W e do n o t w a n t t h a t because 
it is no t F r e e T r a d e . " [An hon. Member : " H e a r , h e a r . " ] 
I know that, t he hon . Member does no t like t h e fac t being 
told. N o t in any imper t i nen t way, 1 would say to hon. 
Members below t h e Gangway t h a t unwi t t ing ly , bu t never the -
less surely, they , b y the i r m i s t a k e n idea wi th reference 
to t h e ownership of land a n d t h e t a x a t i o n t ha t o u g h t t o be 
p u t u p o n i t , are enemies of t he agr icul tura l labourers . T h e y 
are unwi t t ing ly , b u t never theless surely, doing w h a t t hey 
can t o a g g r a v a t e t h e m o v e m e n t of t he rura l popu la t ion 
into t h e towns . 

Mr. Keir Hardie : I s i t to go ou t f r o m here t h a t i ts 
House has no word of advice or gu idance to give to t h c 
working classes in the i r g rea t s t ruggles ? I t h a s been 
a d m i t t e d r igh t a n d left in t h e m o s t unreserved fashion 
t h a t the re is a t r e m e n d o u s a m o u n t of ha rdsh ip , suffering, 
and undeserved p o v e r t y . W h a t pract ical suggest ion is 
going f r o m this House as to t h e m e a n s of deal ing w i t h 
t h a t condi t ion of th ings ? W e say qui te unhes i t a t ing ly 
t h a t i t is t h e business of P a r l i a m e n t to es tabl ish a cer ta in 
m i n i m u m of living for everyone who is compelled to 
work for a livelihood. You say , " N o " — o r f r o m t h e 
course of t h e d e b a t e you are abou t t o say, " N o . " T h a t 
m e a n s t h a t t he old un re s t is going t o con t inue ; t h a t t h c 
old in ter ference w i t h t h e peaceful conduc t of i ndus t ry is 
going to be carried oil. F o r th is m u c h m a y be relied upon : 
t h a t f a r f r o m being a t t h e end of t h e indus t r ia l unres t , we 
pract ica l ly a re only a t the beginning if t h e cos t of living 
keeps going u p a n d wages do no t rise correspondingly. 
T h e intell igence of t he working classes is developing, and 
while you m a y succeed in keeping an ignoran t and 
bruta l i sed class of people in a s t a t e of pove r ty , you are 
no t going t o keep an educa ted and intelligent class of people 
in t h a t condi t ion for all t ime to come. T h e y look t o t h e 
House of Commons a n d t h e y see no expression of s y m p a t h y 
and t h e y see no th ing done. T h e y will therefore fall back 
upon the i r own s t r eng th and br ing a b o u t re forms a f t e r the i r 
own m a n n e r a n d b y the i r own m e t h o d s . 

Before t h i s year is out the I n s u r a n c e Act will come in to 
effect , a n d I ven tu re t o predict , here and now, t h a t as soon 
as i t conies in to effect the re will be a universal agi ta t ion 
amongs t the working class for an ex t ra 4d. a week to be 
added to the i r wages. T h e r e a re t ens of t h o u s a n d s of 
t hem who canno t afford to pay ou t of their present wages 
t he sum which has been imposed upon t h e m . [Hon. 
Members : " Hear . hear . " ] Hon . Members opposi te cheer. 
If t h e y agree wi th m e in t h a t , 1 hope they will also agree 
wi th t h e a l te rna t ive , which is t h a t t h e r ich m u s t pay t h e 
whole cost of t he Insurance, Act . T h a t is t he a l t e rna t ive . 

T h e hon . Gen t l eman the Member for Tav i s tock said t ha t 
we were t h e enemies of t he agr icul tura l labourer because we 
k e p t imposing burdens upon the land. He, forgets t h a t 
the re is a me thod in oiu- madness . W e impose burdens , 
not upon the land, but upon t h e landlords. W e agree 
entirely t h a t at- t h e present t ime it is diff icul t for t h e 
landlord, t he f a rmer , and the labourer t o m a k e the i r 



V. 

living ou t of t he land , a n d we w a n t to get rid of t he useless 
p a r t of t h e t h r ee of t h e m — t h e landlord. One of the 
m e t h o d s for doing t h a t is t o t a x land values. T h e taxes 
upon t h e m a t t h e p resen t t ime a re a considerable impost 
upon industr ies , a n d employers of labour are cry ing out 
agains t labour , fo rge t t ing t h a t t h e y are allowing themselves 
to be t a x e d twice over to m a i n t a i n a perfect ly idle, useless 
class. T h e y are t a x e d heavi ly by hav ing t o p a y ground 
ren ts for t he land upon which the i r factories a re bui l t , 
and 011 which the i r workshops are establ ished : t h e y allow 
the landlords to pocke t these g round rents , and t h e n these 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s a re called upon to pay the t a x e s or ra tes 
which ough t to be paid f r o m t h e value of t h e land. If 
they are foolish enough t o p lay t h a t game t h e y m u s t no t 
expec t t h a t t h e working classes a re going t o allow them 
t o recoup themselves for t h a t ou t of the i r s c a n t y earnings. 

Mr. Wedgwood : T h e f r a m e r s of th is A m e n d m e n t 
h a v e d isp layed unusua l skill in i ts d ra f t ing , and the 
A m e n d m e n t seems t o m e to bo a sor t of ha l f -way house 
be tween Socialism and Ind iv idua l i sm, a l though I do no t 
qu i te know which is p r edominan t . I t begins wi th the 
usual F a b i a n Socialism, t he m i n i m u m wage. May I 
po in t ou t t h a t t he securing of a m i n i m u m wage d o e s ' n o t 
p u t a n end to t b e explo i ta t ion of wage-earners , a n d it is 
only a t bes t a pal l iat ive. One can imagine t h e shor t work 
t h a t would have been m a d e of such an A m e n d m e n t by 
Kar l Marx or Augus t e Bebel. I t is to be regre t t ed too 
t h a t it should h a v e been m o v e d by the Hon . Member for 
Leicester for I r e m e m b e r t h a t when the T r a d e B o a r d s 
Act was before tho House it had no t a ve ry en thus ias t ic 
suppor t e r in t he hon . Member for Leicester . T h e Amend-
m e n t goes on to suggest t h e na t iona l i sa t ion of ra i lways , 
mines, a n d o ther monopolies . Ra i lways a n d mines a re 
no t the only monopolies. So fa r a s ' this A m e n d m e n t 
deals wi th t h e des t ruc t ion of t h e power of monopol ies to 
rob t h e c o m m u n i t y , every Liberal in this House is wi th 
t he suppor t e r s of th is proposal . W e only urge t h a t when 
you a re deal ing wi th monopol ies you should no t necessarily 
nat ional ise t hem, because we believe t h a t the re a re o ther 
means of d r awing t h e t e e t h of monopol ies w i t h o u t S t a t e 
m a n a g e m e n t . F o r ins tance , if you are dealing wi th t h e 
t r a m w a y sys t em of a t own you can deal w i t h i t in th ree 
ways, a n d b y each m e t h o d you ge t t h e benef i t of t he 
monopoly for t h e commun i ty . I n t h e first place, you 
can work t h e t r a m w a y as a munic ipa l u n d e r t a k i n g ; 
secondly, y o u can lease i t a t a rack ren ta l for a period of 
years , ge t t ing the bes t r en t a l possible front t h e p r iva t e 
capi tal is ts ; and , th i rd ly , you can fix t he charges which the 
t r a m w a y c o m p a n y is allowed to levy. I n all these ways 
you can, if you like, p r e v e n t t h e people who own the 
monopoly of t h e t r a m w a y service f rom exploi t ing the public, 
and in these ways you can p reven t monopolies robbing 
t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

T h e only m e t h o d suggested in th is A m e n d m e n t is buying 
u p t h e monopol ies and runn ing t h e m by t h e S ta te . Liberals 
w a n t t o h a v e individual m a n a g e m e n t , b u t t hey wish to 
p reven t ind iv iduals f r o m hav ing a n y m e a n s of ex t rac t ing 
monopoly t a x a t i o n f rom the c o m m u n i t y . T a k e the 
case of t h e rai lways, which in Eng l and and Wales a re by no 
m e a n s such dangerous monopol ies as t hey are in t he Uni ted 
S ta tes of America , where t h e y h a v e the power of raising 
no t only passenger ra tes bu t f re ight ra tes to a n y sum 
they choose. Here in Eng l and t h e Board of T r a d e fix 
cer ta in m a x i m u m ra tes a n d t hey can prevent any c o m p a n y 
exceeding t h e m . Consequent ly you h a v e a monopoly 
which is by 110 m e a n s absolute , and the dange r of the 
explo i ta t ion which a f ree ra i lway c o m p a n y could employ 
in order to t a x t he c o m m u n i t y is thereby diminished. 
» hen you ta lk of nat ional is ing "the ra i lways it should be 
borne in mind t h a t you a re in t roduc ing t h e terr ible quest ion 
of ra tes and all those difficulties which we as Liberals say-
would arise f rom Tariff R e f o r m , because a ra i lway r a t e is 
every bit. as m u c h a tar i ff , and every locality would be 
in teres ted in ge t t ing preferent ia l rates." Al though I recog-
nise t h a t you could bor row the m o n e y a t a cheaper r a t e 
wi th G o v e r n m e n t secur i ty , t he r e arc "other th ings to be 
taken in to account . You h a v e th is t r emendous set-off 
of people lobbying for special low ra tes and for special 
f avourab le t r e a t m e n t for di f ferent localities and interests . 
This A m e n d m e n t deals, i t is t rue , wi th t he monopo ly of 
t h e ra i lways and t h e monopo ly of t he mines, t h o u g h I do 

not. thiilk it deals wi th t h e m in t he mos t sa t i s fac tory way ; 
b u t it does no t t ouch in t h e least t he root monopo ly 
of all- 1 he land , t h e monopo ly u p o n which the min ing 
monopoly is based, a n d tho monopo ly upon which t h e 
rai lway monopo ly is based. I t is t h e monopo ly u p o n which 

i s l l c i l an enormous t r u s t as t he Steel T r u s t of Amer ica is 
based. In all cases it is t he ownership of t he land a n d t h e 
raw mater ia l s which enab le t he people who own shares 
ill these companies to ex t rac t t axa t i on f r o m t h e c o m m u n i t y . 
T h e hon. Member for Mer thyr Tydv i l (Mr. Keir Hard ie ) 
said t h a t in agr icul tura l land t he re were throo people 
in te res ted—there was t h e labourer , tho fa rmer , and the 
landowner. T h a t is no t only t r u e of agr icul tural land, 
bu t it is t r u e of every i n d u s t r y in t h e whole world. Those 
tliree par t ies a re equal ly pa r t i c ipa to r s in t b e p roduc t s 
p roduced by labour f r o m land. T h e hon. Member for 
Mansfield (Sir A. Markham) , amongs t o thers , p resumed t h a t 
it wages increase the cost of p roduc t s m u s t increase too. 
I do not t h i n k it by any m e a n s follows. T h e selling 
price of your p roduc t , it is t rue , is fixed by compet i t ion . 
T h e selling price of you r p roduc t in a F ree T r a d e c o u n t r y 
depends upon w h a t it costs a n y w h e r e in t h e world to m a k e 
t liat p r o d u c t ; but , if you h a v e to cu t y o u r price, or if t he cost 
of p roduc t ion t ends to increase, it is no t necessarily labour 
t h a t will suffer, or capi ta l , because capi ta l can a lways com-
m a n d its fa i r r a t e of in teres t in t h e m a r k e t , ' t h e person 

I who will suffer will be t h e owner of t h e monopoly a n d the 
m a n who owns the land a n d t akes t he rent . T h e r e is 

! no compet i t ion there . E v e r y b o d y is in a specially privileged 
posi t ion. I t was t he Noble Lord opposi te (Lord H u g h 

j Cecil), in a m o s t in teres t ing speech- however m u c h we m a y 
differ f r o m h im we a lways like to hear h im speak, more 
t h a n a n y b o d y else on tho o the r s ide—gave us a m o s t 
lucid and in teres t ing accoun t of t h e laws which de t e rmine 
wages in th is coun t ry . It. was mere ly t h a t a m a n was 
ent i t led t o get w h a t he could in a fair ba rga in wi th someone 
else. Yes, b u t a t p resen t t he ba rga in is Jnot . fa i r . 
T h e ba rga in is unfair . Wages a r e governed, as Karl 
Marx said, b y " t h e iron law of wages ," , t h e ^iron 
law which says t h a t so long as the re are more 
people, compe t ing for work t h a n t h e r e are jobs to offer, 
wages a re b o u n d t o sink, or t end t o sink, t o subsis tence 
level. I t is a ques t ion of t h e supply of labour being larger 
t h a n the d e m a n d . I t is a quest ion of people compet ing 
for work and hav ing no a l t e rna t ive except to d e m a n d 
work f rom a mas te r , and t a k i n g the j o b at a n y price offered, 
or of s ta rv ing . T h e whole of t h a t iron law depends u p o n 
th is one f u n d a m e n t a l pos tu la te . He is asking for work, 
a n d has no a l t e rna t ive b u t to ask for work. He shall no t 
be in a posit ion t o be able to work for himself. W e h a v e 
artificially depr ived him of t he o p p o r t u n i t y of working. 
W e have so cons t ruc ted our laws of r a t ing and t a x a t i o n 
t h a t a m a n can own land a n d minera l s a n d ye t no t allow 
t h e m to be used, and he can escape t a x a t i o n and r a t e s in 
respect of t h a t land. You have m a d e you r laws in such a 
way t h a t the re is a p remium on the wi thho ld ing of land f rom 
use. If you w a n t to b r e a k down t h e iron law of wages 
surely t h e obvious way to do it is to p rov ide for a m a n 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y of working for himself b y leaving f ree 
w h a t economis ts have called t he m a r g i n of p roduc t ion . 
A t p resen t the re is no f ree marg in : t he r e is no l and in 
E n g l a n d where a m a n can work for himself wi th secur i ty 
of t enure a n d secur i ty for t h e full r eward of his labour . 
There is p l en ty of land which could be so utilised. 

T a k e t h e case of cer ta in deer fores t s in Scot land. I n 
answer t o a quest ion in this House it was s t a t ed t h a t 
deer forests were r a t ed on 9 | d . per acre per a n n u m , so t h a t 
a f a r m of 160 acres would be r a t ed on an annua l va lue of 
£8 per year . Y'et t he r e a re t housands of people leaving 
Scot land to t ake up f a r m s in Canada . If they could ge t 
these deer forests in Scot land, would t hey do t h a t ? [ H o n . 
M e m b e r s : " W h a t could t hey grow t h e r e ? " ] I j, h a v e 
lived m a n y years in South Afr ica , and h a v e t he re seen l and 
which people m a k e a living ou t of, a n d which is very 
m u c h worse land t h a n the deer fores ts of Scotland. T h o y 
could be l ived u p o n before t h e c learances of 1810; it w a s 
men f rom these l ands who fough t our b a t t l e a t W a t e r l o o . 
I only use th is as an i l lustrat ion, b u t I do say if people 
could get secur i ty of t e n u r e t h e y could no t only m a k e a 
living, b u t t h e y could secure themse lves t h e full r eward 
of the i r l abou r , and if you allow t h e m the o p p o r t u n i t y 
of doing t h a t you will enab le those who work for m a s t e r s 
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to get a h igher wage because t hey would 110 longer be 
forced to accept a s t a rva t i on wage ; t h e y would prefer 
to go elsewhere and m a k e m o r e for themselves . 

Hy f ree ing t h e m a r g i n of p r o d u c t i o n you b reak down 
t h e iron law of wages a n d you m a k e it qu i t e unnecessa ry 
to pass a m i n i m u m wage law. Y o u achieve n o t only decen t 
wages for working m e n , b u t w h a t is f a r more , you give t h e m 
f r eedom and just ice. T h e Liberal policy is t o p r e v e n t 
monopo ly robbing t h e c o m m u n i t y . W e h a v e cons t an t ly 
t aken s teps to p r e v e n t t h a t , and our chief ob jec t ion to 
Tariff Re fo rm is based on our desire to p r e v e n t o the r 
monopol ies being bui l t up to rob t h e c o m m u n i t y . Our 
land p r o g r a m m e is a imed at t h e s a m e objec t . W e wish 
to p r even t t h a t r o b b e r y of t h e c o m m u n i t y , which lias 
gone on for so m a n y hundred years , be ing con t inued any 
longer. In so far as Liberal policy confines itself t o t h e 
des t ruc t ion of t h e power of monopo ly t o rob t h e c o m m u n i t y , 
so long will it- c o m m a n d t h e s u p p o r t of the m a j o r i t y of t h e • 
people in this coun t ry , and go a long lines which will m a k e j 
Eng land in t he long r u n a free c o u n t r y . 

On a d iv is ion , t h e L a b o u r P a r t y ' s A m e n d m e n t was | 
de fea t ed by 22« vo tes t o 45. a n d t h e Co-pa r tne r sh ip 
A m e n d m e n t of Mr. P e t o was de fea t ed by 195 vo tes t o 97. 

Friday, 16th February. 

LOCAL A N D I M P E R I A L T A X A T I O N . 

Mr. Hayes Fisher : I beg t o move , as an A m e n d m e n t t o 
t h e Address , t o a d d , a t t h e end t h e words, 

B u t h u m b l y represen t to Your M a j e s t y tha t th i s 
House regre ts t h a t , hav ing r ega rd to t h e r ap id ly growing 
cost of educa t ion a n d o the r Services of a p r e d o m i n a n t l y 
n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r which h a s been a c c e n t u a t e d b y t h e 
add i t iona l du t ies cast u p o n local au thor i t i e s b y t h e 
legislat ion a n d d e p a r t m e n t a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t he last 
six years , involv ing h e a v y a n d increasing bu rdens on 
local r a t e s which press wi th special sever i ty on t h e ra te -
paye r s of London , Y o u r M a j e s t y ' s Gracious Speech con-
t a in s no a n n o u n c e m e n t of measu re s to give effect to t h e 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of the R o y a l Commission on Local 
T a x a t i o n m a d e in the y e a r 1901 in f a v o u r of a. large 
increase in t h e s u b v e n t i o n s f r o m Imperia l f u n d s in aid 
of local e x p e n d i t u r e u p o n na t iona l Services or to com-
pensa t e local au tho r i t i e s for t h e loss of r a t e s owing to t h e 
r educ t ions of assessable va lues of licensed premises as t h e 
resu l t of T h e F i n a n c e (1909-10) Act , 1910. 

1 rise t o Move t h e same A m e n d m e n t which 1 had t h e 
honou r of m o v i n g last year . It is t he s a m e A m e n d m e n t , 
because t he s ame s i tua t ion . 

F r o m t he r a t e p a y e r ' s point of view the posi t ion is r a t h e r 
worsened t h a n b e t t e r e d f r o m last year . 1 a m very glad 
t h a t on th i s occasion we have the presence of tin- Chancel lor 
of t he E x c h e q u e r . I m a y r emind him—if he needs t h e 
r eminde r of t h e v e r y explicit p romise of 1910, t h a t he 
did not believe it would be possible to p o s t p o n e t h e ques t ion 
b e y o n d this yea r . In 1910 t h e r ight hon . G e n t l e m a n 
said : -

W h o e v e r s t a n d s at th i s box next yea r will have t o 
deal w i t h th i s p rob lem, a n d deal wi th i t t ho rough ly . 

And the r ight hon . G e n t l e m a n is aware tha t an equal ly 
expl ic i t p ledge was given on behalf of t he Governmen t in 
t he o the r House b y Lord Crewe. 1 need not quo te thot 
p ledge : it is acknowledged to h a v e been given. On l-'ith 
F e b r u a r y , 1911. t he Secre ta ry to t he T r e a s u r y said lie 
fu l ly accepted t h e posi t ion, and he went on to say t h e 
suggest ion h a d been m a d e t h a t a smal l Commi t t ee should 
be a p p o i n t e d to dea l expedi t ious ly wi th t h e sub jec t t h a t 
t he Gove rnmen t were anx ious to accep t t h a t p roposa l . 
His words were :— 
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W e m u s t proceed expedi t ious ly , a n d the Govern-
ment will appo in t a small Commi t t ee to go, as soon as 
possible, i n to the po in t s t h a t s t a n d over in order t ha t t he 
pledges given bv the Chancellor of t he E x c h e q u e r , by the 
P r ime Minister', a n d by the Leader of t he Governmen t 
in t he o the r House m a y be kept, a n d redeemed in good 
f a i t h as t h e y were m a d e . 

W e h a v e got t he Commi t t ee , bu t t he Commi t t ee 1 cer ta in ly 
had in m i n d was not t he k ind of C o m m i t t e e given, but a 
C o m m i t t e e tha t would t ake up t h e conclusions of t he 
Royal Commission of 1901, and would a d j u s t those con-
clusions in pounds , shillings, a n d pence t o t he p resen t day ; 
would t a k e u p t h e represen ta t ions of t he M a j o r i t y and 
Minor i ty R e p o r t s , b o t h of which r e c o m m e n d e d G r a n t s f rom 
t h e Imper i a l E x c h e q u e r , in t he one case of two a n d a-half 
millions, a n d in the o the r one a n d a-half mill ions, for t h e 
i m m e d i a t e relief of t h e r a t epaye r s , a n d which should have 
repor ted in t h e a u t u m n of last year , so as to enable t h e 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r to give effect to i t s R e p o r t , 
if i t s Repor t should be in f avour of giving some i m m e d i a t e 
relief, as 1 fu l ly expec ted , to t he r a t epaye r s . 

We h a v e to rely u p o n r u m o u r , a n d r u m o u r is v e r y s t rong 
t h a t th is C o m m i t t e e is largely concerning itself wi th t he 
very diff icult and complex quest ion k n o w n as t h e single-
t a x s y s t e m of r a t i n g which is associa ted w i t h t h e hon . 
G e n t l e m a n who represen t s Newcas t l e -unde r -Lyme , and I 
hope we shall hear h i m in th is Debate . If t h a t be t he case, 
it seems t o m e t h a t t h e simpler p ropos i t ion has been ent i re ly 
ove r shadowed bv the learned evidence given on th is ve ry 
complex quest ion of t h e t a x a t i o n of site values. I should 
like to know whe the r t he G o v e r n m e n t share t h e view of t h e 
170 gen t l emen who a t t e n d e d u p o n a d e p u t a t i o n not long 
ago which was received by t h e P r i m e Minis ter and the 
Chancel lor of t h e Excheque r , t h a t no relief can possibly be 
given to r a t e p a y e r s un t i l th is very vexed ques t ion of a 
single t a x on site values is se t t led , if it ever is se t t led . One 
of t h e ob jec t s of th i s D e b a t e is t o get to k n o w w h e t h e r 
t h e Gove rnmen t are p repa red t o ask for an in te r im R e p o r t . 
Will t h e y ask for t ha t Repor t so t h a t it will be in t h e h a n d s 
of t h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r in t ime for h im t o give 
effect, to it in t he Budge t , which we hope will be be fore t he 
House of Commons some t ime before Augus t . T h a t is an 
i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r f r o m the point of view of t he r a t e p a y e r s . 
I hope we a r e going t o h a v e t h e B u d g e t abou t E a s t e r th is 
vear , b u t even in t h a t even t t he r e would be t ime t o 
ob ta in an in te r im Repor t and give effect t o i t s recom-
menda t ions . 

I hope we shall hear f rom t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o -day 
whe the r t h e y share the views held by the hon . Member 
f rom Newcas t l e -under -Lyme and the 170 Members of 
Pa r l i amen t associated wi th h im, t h a t no relief can be given 
to t h e r a t e p a y e r s un t i l t he whole of this ques t ion of site 
values is set t led. 1 would r emind the Chancellor of t h e 
E x c h e q u e r t h a t he said it would be qui te impossible to 
ins t i tu te a t ax of t h a t kind unt i l t h e whole of t h e land of 
t he c o u n t r y had been valued, and he held out no hope of 
this being accomplished unt i l t he yea r 1915. If t he ra te-
payers a re to wait for relief unti l t h e year 1915 I th ink they 
will pu t a very different i n t e rp re t a t ion he rea f t e r on the 
word expedi t iously. 1 would like to ask the hon. Member 
for Newcas t l e -under -Lyme a few quest ions upon the single 
t ax oil land which, as I u n d e r s t a n d it . is t o p roduce all t h e 
ra tes hereaf te r . All ra tes arc to be abolished on bui ldings 
and eve ry th ing else bu t land, and b y a single t a x on land 
vou will be able, it is claimed, t o supply t he r a t epaye r s 
wi th the i r present and f u t u r e needs, and you will in th i s 
way be able to f ree t h e breakfast tab le of all t a x e s on sugar 
and tea a n d m a t t e r s of tha t k ind , and the Chancellor of 
t he E x c h e q u e r , we a re told, is abou t to enter in to a perfect 
golden harvest if he will only let t h e 170 gen t lemen who hold 
those views enforce those views u p o n him. 1 should like 
to ask t h e hon. Member for Newcas t l e -unde r -Lyme whe the r 
he will enl ighten the House as to whe the r it is in tended 
t h a t this t a x should apply to all ag reement s a n d con t rac t s 
at p resen t in existence, or does he f a v o u r t h e t ea r ing u p 
of exis t ing con t rac t s ? This is no novel ques t ion , for it 
was fully gone into by the Royal Commission in 1901, and 
out of t h e fifteen Commissioners only one pu t fo rward a 
M e m o r a n d u m repor t ing the view held by the 170 gent lemen 
who p r o m o t e this idea of a single t a x on site values . 
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If t h a t t a x is no t t o be p u t upon exist ing owners , 
because of their con t rac t s , upon whom is it to be 
pu t ? I t m u s t inev i tab ly fall upon the occupiers, m a n y 
of w h o m it was t he design of b o t h the Ma jo r i t y and 
Minori ty Report to relieve. Some would get a benefi t , bu t 
those who most needed it would be t h e very persons upon 
whom you would p u t a new burden . I would like to ask 
the hon. Gen t l eman whe the r this new sys tem is to apply to 
agr icul tura l land. T h e Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
m a d e some incursion a l ready into t he domain of t ax ing 
site values, bu t even the r ight hon. Gent leman, yielding t o 
the pressure of th i s House, did not da re to pu t t h a t new-
tax on land which had merely an agricul tural value. Is 
it now proposed to pu t th is new t a x on land which has an 
agr icul tura l value only ? We should like to know some-
th ing a b o u t those points . Do those who f avour th is new-
method of t axa t i on th row over all t he conclusions of bo th 
the Ma jo r i t y and Minor i ty R e p o r t s ? Do they a b a n d o n 
t ire t heo ry t h a t t a x a t i o n should be raised for onerous services 
according t o t h e abi l i ty t o pay ? 

Mr. Wedgwood : Can you quo te that f rom the Minori ty 
Repor t '! 

Mr. Hayes Fisher : 1 a m no t quo t ing the exac t words, 
bu t does t h e hon. Member deny tha t they repor ted tha t 
t axa t i on ough t to be p u t on persons for onerous services 
according t o the i r abi l i ty to pay '! 1 ask the hon. Member 
to read t ha t repor t . 1 t h i n k I have m a d e t h a t s t a t e m e n t 
perfect ly fair ly, and 1 ask the hon. Member is he going t o 
throw over t h a t doct r ine , or is he only going to app ly it to 
landlords a n d owners of land ? Are those who are forcing 
th is view u p o n the presen t Gove rnmen t going to give u p 
the doct r ine , which I hold very s t rongly indeed, t h a t per-
sonal ty should be relieved of all tha t share of t h e charges 
which t h e y now pay unde r t h e Poor Law for educat ion , 
police, a n d m a t t e r s of t h a t kind, solely and ent irely th rough 
the con t r ibu t ions which they m a k e t l i rough Imper ia l 
subvent ions . Once do away wi th Imperial subven t ions in 
aid of r a t e s for educa t ion , for police, and for m a t t e r s of 
t h a t k ind , and persona l ty no longer m a k e s any prac t ica l 
con t r ibu t ion t o w a r d s a n y of those great services, a l though 
t h e owners of pe rsona l ty are jus t as m u c h interes ted in t he 
welfare of t h e children as a na t ional asset as are t h e owners 
of land ; a n d , for m y p a r t , I say when we do come to read-
jus t our fiscal sys tem we ough t t o look t o i t and see t h a t t h e 
owners of persona l ty pay their fair share of all these na t iona l 
charges a n d for all these nat ional purposes . Supposing 
any such sys tem as t h a t eame to be adop ted , let us app ly 
it t o educa t ion . E d u c a t i o n in t he count ies is pa id for as to 
50 per cent , by the t a x p a y e r a n d as to t he o the r 50 per 
cent , b y t h e local r a t epayer . Shift the whole charge on 
to a t a x on l a n d — t h a t i s ' t o say . if only t he land is t a x e d 
for t he purposes of educa t ion—and tens of t housands of 
people who have large a m o u n t s of pe r sona l ty will be 
a lmost ent i re ly relieved f rom p a y i n g any of this na t iona l 
charge for the welfare a n d the educat ion of t he children. 
These a re four ques t ions to which I should like someone 
at all even t s to give m e an answer to -day . 1 am not 
s h u t t i n g m y mind a l toge ther to a n y new system tha t m a y 
be considered fair t o all by which we migh t obta in some-
th ing f rom owners of s i te values whose values have been 
largely increased b y money spen t by the local author i t ies . 
1 a m perfect ly open to consider a n y sys tem by which a fair 
a m o u n t m a y be ex t r ac t ed f rom their pockets for local 
purposes when t h e expend i tu re b y the local a u t h o r i t y 
par t icu lar ly and specially benefi ts t h a t class of p roper ty . 
I am only for t he m o m e n t arguing two t h i n g s : first, t he 
difficulties in t he way of over th rowing t h e whole s t r u c t u r e 
on which ra t ing has been buil t up in this coun t ry and 
which has lasted t h r o u g h centur ies ; and , then , against 
using t h a t as an excuse for delaying the relief which has 
long been promised to the present r a t epaye r s for t h e 
burdens which are increasingly being th rown upon t h e m . 

These services of a na t ional charac te r are cont inual ly 
increasing in cost, and t h a t a t t he s ame t ime th is Govern-
m e n t , b e y o n d all o the r Governments , has depa r t ed f rom 
the a lmos t rule of t h e Treasury- that new expend i tu re of 
this kind should be largely met by G r a n t s f rom t h e 
Excheque r . I say, in addi t ion , tha t t he b u r d e n s within 
sight for t h e local r a t epaye r s are increasing every year . 

I believe I have the House wi th m e when I say t ha t t h e 
Government by one Act of Par l iament can pu t a Depar t -
m e n t of t he S t a t e in a posi t ion of such power that t hey can 
by one single D e p a r t m e n t a l Regula t ion, made possibly 
more by the pe rmanen t officials t h a n by the political 
officials, practically order and compel t h e r a t epaye r s to 
spend millions of money upon some new objec t . It may 
be a r ight and a wise ob jec t , bu t t he r a t epaye r s have no 
control , t h e county council has no control , and the House 
of Commons has pract ical ly lost control . T h e t h ing is 
done b y a s t roke of t he pen almost before the House of 
Commons has t ime to be consulted or the voice of the 
people in any way known. 

Viscount Helmsley : 1 desire to second the Amendmen t 
which has been so forcibly moved b y m y hon. Friend : 
and , in t he first place. I should like to associate myself with 
w h a t he has said about t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of the Commi t t ee 
of I n q u i r y into t h e quest ion of local t a x a t i o n a f t e r w h a t 
has occurred since 1901. 1 look upon tha t Commit tee as 
no th ing more nor less t han shelving t h e quest ion, and I 
canno t help feeling t h a t t h e Chancellor of t h e Exchequer 
and the Government were well aware t h a t t h a t was one of its 
main purposes. I t is also d isquie t ing t o hear r u m o u r s which 
have been in circulat ion t h a t th is Commi t t ee is inqui r ing very 
largely into t h e quest ion of t he t a x a t i o n of site values. 
I t seems t o me t h a t th is quest ion of t h e single t a x is a purely 
theoret ical quest ion which bears no real relation when it 
is examined t o t he necessi ty of raising revenue for local 
purposes . I c anno t help th ink ing t h a t the theo ry put 
forward bv the Un i t ed Commi t t ee for t h e T a x a t i o n of Land 
Values is qu i t e mi s t aken ; it is based on ent irely wrong 
premises. I t goes on t h e a s sumpt ion t h a t all weal th is 
derived f rom the land. Yes, b u t w h a t land V In an 
economic sense no d o u b t all wea l th is u l t ima te ly der ived 
f rom land, b u t it is qu i t e u n t r u e t o say t h a t all weal th is 
der ived f rom t h e land of th is coun t ry . Yet it is upon that 
a ssumpt ion t h a t t he whole theory of t h e t axa t ion of land 
values is based. T h a t t heo ry ent i re ly ignores t h e accu-
mula ted capi ta l and all o ther fo rms of weal th which exist 
in this coun t ry . T h e Uni ted C o m m i t t e e have issued a 
great m a n y leaflets in t h e course of t h e year in which they 
m a k e all sorts of ex t r avagan t promises , and in which t hey 
suggest t h a t by the t axa t ion of land t h e y are going to 
p roduce a sort of E lys ium on ea r th and are going t o m a k e 
land far easier of access to t he people of this count ry . 
These promises are very dishonest for several reasons, one 
being t h a t t hey cannot be fulfilled even if t he proposal of 
a single t a x were pu t in to force. T h e y are also d ishones t 
because t hey go on t h e assumpt ion t h a t the S t a t e should 
own all t h e land of t h e coun t ry . | Hon. M e m b e r s : " N o , 
no . " | A t any ra te t h e Socialists ac t on that a s sumpt ion , 
and t h e hon. Member who in t e r rup ted me and his f r iends 
t he single t axe r s act on t h e a s sumpt ion t ha t t h e p resen t 
r en t s should be t aken f rom the exis t ing owners of land and 
tha t t h e land should be t axed u p t o its full a n n u a l value. 
I have read m a n y of t h e leaflets, and t h a t , I submi t , is t he 
assumpt ion under ly ing t h e m . T h e y suggest that t h e whole 
profit derived froiii land should be t aken f rom its present 
owners, and t hey hope to get round t h e d i l emma po in ted 
out by Mr. Glads tone w hen he ta lked abou t t h e nat ional isa-
t ion of land as to whe the r those who advoca ted it in tended 
to t a k e it w i t h o u t pay ing for i t — t h e y hope to get over this 
d i l emma by t a x i n g it u p to the hilt of i ts annua l value. 
I say t ha t these views are d ishonest , and even more dis-
honest t h a n t h e views pu t forward b y the Socialists, who 
suppor t the i r case on t h e ground t h a t t he land was originally 
stolen f rom t h e people. T wish to give a few e x t r a c t s f rom 
the leaflets issued b y t h e Uni t ed Commit tee . 

Mr. Lloyd George : W h a t C o m m i t t e e ? 

Viscount He lms ley : T h e Uni ted Commi t t ee for t he 
T a x a t i o n of Land Values—a body which issues a consider -
able n u m b e r of leaflets, and which colleagues of t h e right 
hon. Gen t l eman suppor t on public p l a t fo rms . H e r e is one 
ex t rac t :•— 

• T h e lands of Great Br i t a in mus t be placed a t t h e 
service of t he men who will work it. Unt i l t h a t is done 
no th ing will do any good to fa rming . Dukes, marquesses . 
earls and o the r landlords a re far too busy wi th o the r 
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t h i n g s t o m a n a g e t h e l and a n d r e n t s of t h e who le c o u n t r y 
p rope r ly . . . . T h e y h a v e r u i n e d a g r i c u l t u r e ove r 
a n d ove r aga in , f o r a g r i c u l t u r e is on ly a n o t h e r n a m e fo r 
f a r m e r s a n d l aboure r s . T h e y h a v e m a d e life a hell fo r 
t h e s e people , m a k i n g t h e m sk ip r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y w i t h 
h igh r e n t s a n d h a u g h t y , d i sda in fu l t r e a t m e n t . " 

If t h e r e a r e t h o s e w h o t h i n k t h a t bea r s a t r u e r e l a t ion t o 
t h e f ac t s , 1 wou ld call t he i r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e R e p o r t of t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t a l C o m m i t t e e a p p o i n t e d b y a la te col league of 
t h e Chance l lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r , L o r d C a r r i n g t o n , t o in-
qu i re i n to t h e r easons for t h e sales of ag r i cu l t u r a l l and 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y a n d t o t a k e ev idence u p o n w h a t 
shou ld b e d o n e t o s a f e g u a r d t h e pos i t ion of t e n a n t f a r m e r s . 
I leave i t t o t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o reconci le the i r a p p o i n t i n g 
of t h a t C o m m i t t e e , w h i c h recognised a n a d m i t t e d evil in 
t h e b r e a k i n g u p of e s t a t e s , w i t h t h e op in ions of the i r 
col league, t h e L o r d A d v o c a t e , w h e n he s p e a k s fo r t his Com-
m i t t e e , w h o a d v o c a t e t h i s l and v a l u e s t a x a t i o n . Th i s is 
w h a t o n e of the i r leaf le ts says :-

Seeing t h a t official r e p o r t s s t a t e t h a t t h e t a x a t i o n of 
land va lues lias b r o k e n u p large e s t a t e s in t h e Colonies, 
e n c o u r a g e d t h e s e t t l e m e n t of sma l l f a r m s a n d s t i m u l a t i n g 
bu i ld ing , will y o u u rge t h a t all land in th i s c o u n t r y , 
w h e t h e r used or u n u s e d , shou ld be t a x e d on i t s va lue , 
as a m e a n s of b r e a k i n g u p t h e large e s t a t e s a n d obl iging 
l a n d o w n e r s t o p lace l and a t t h e d i sposa l of t h e people ? 

Th i s C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e Lord A d v o c a t e w h o s u p p o r t 
t hese theor ies , a n d a good m a n y o t h e r M e m b e r s of t b e 
G o v e r n m e n t , a r e f r a n k l y t r y i n g b y t h i s p r o p a g a n d a t o 
b r ing a b o u t t h e b r e a k i n g u p of large e s t a t e s w h e n a n o t h e r 
M e m b e r of t h e G o v e r n m e n t is a p p o i n t i n g a C o m m i t t e e t o 
i n q u i r e i n t o t h e q u e s t i o n how t h e evils b r o u g h t a b o u t b y 
the i r c o n d u c t ure bes t t o b e r emed ied . N o d o u b t t h e 
Chance l lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r , w i t h bis usual fe r t i l i ty of 
i m a g i n a t i o n , w ill b e a b l e t o reconci le t h e s e t w o oppos ing 
views. 

1 h o p e t h i s C o m m i t t e e [the Departmental Committee] 
will p u t as ide all t h e t heo re t i c a l ideas a b o u t t a x a t i o n of 
s i te va lues , a n d will r ea l ly come d o w n to b e d r o c k t o e x a m i n e 
w h a t relief c a n be g iven . T h e r e is f i rs t of all t h e t a k i n g 
over of t h e n a t i o n a l Services . I t h i n k myself t h a t t h e 
poss ib i l i ty of cal l ing in a sort of local i n c o m e t a x shou ld n o t 
by a n y m e a n s be e x c l u d e d f r o m p u r v i e w . I c a n n o t he lp 
t h i n k i n g , h o w e v e r m u c h y o u m a y t a k e ove r t h e n a t i o n a l 
Services, y o u will n o t p u t local r a t e s u p o n a s a t i s f a c t o r y 
or a fa i r bas is un t i l y o u rope in pe r sona l p r o p e r t y in to t h e 
p a y m e n t of r a t e s mid unt i l y o u dev ise s o m e s y s t e m b y 
which s o m e k ind of local i ncome t a x c a n b e levied for t h e 
pu rpose . 

Mr. Wedgwood : 1 beg t o M o v e t o a m e n d t h e p roposed 
A m e n d m e n t b y l eav ing out t h e w o r d s :— 

or t o c o m p e n s a t e local a u t h o r i t i e s for t h e loss of r a t e s 
owing t o t h e r e d u c t i o n s of assessable va lues of l icensed 
p r emi se s as t h e r e s u l t of T h e F i n a n c e (1909-10) A c t , 
1910, 

a n d t o inse r t i n s t ead t hereof t h e w o r d s :— 

a n d u rg ing t h e h a s t e n i n g of t h e v a l u a t i o n of t h e full 
s i te v a l u e of t h e l a n d n o w be ing p r e p a r e d u n d e r t h e 
F i n a n c e (1909-10) A c t in o r d e r t h a t t h e increased sub -
v e n t i o n m a y b e levied in t h e o n l y jus t a n d ef fec t ive 
m a n n e r . 

I wan t t o rep ly , as f a r as possible , t o t h e a r g u m e n t s 
b r o u g h t f o r w a r d on t h e o ther , s ide aga ins t t hose of us 
w h o h a v e been g iv ing ev idence be fo re th i s Commiss ion . 
F i r s t of all I ag ree en t i re ly w i t h t h e hon . G e n t l e m a n w h o 
urged t h a t t h e p roceed ings of t h i s C o m m i t t e e on Local 
T a x a t i o n should be m a d e pub l i c a n d should b e p r i n t e d . 
I o n l y h o p e t h a t w h e n t h e y a r e m a d e pub l i c t h e hon . 
M e m b e r w h o m o v e d t h e A m e n d m e n t a n d t h e Nob le L o r d 
w h o seconded will r ead t h e ev idence g iven b y m e be fo re 
t h a t C o m m i t t e e in o r d e r t o clear t he i r m i n d s of one idea 
a t a n y r a t e , a n d t h a t is t h a t We w h o a d v o c a t e a. single t a x 
for local r a t i n g wish t o do a n y t h i n g u n j u s t . T b e Nob le 
Lord will neve r be ab le t o r epea t t o u s on th i s s ide of t h e 
House t h o c h a r g e t h a t we Wruit t o b e u n j u s t t o t h e land-

lords. I t h i n k wc h a v e a r i gh t to a sk t h a t be fo re c h a r g i n g 
us w i t h a n y desi re to do a n y t h i n g u n j u s t y o u s h o u l d u n d e r -
s t a n d you r a d v e r s a r y ' s case. R e a d i t , a n d if y o u d i sagree 
w i t h h im, a r g u e fa i r ly , a n d n o t s imp ly c h a r g e h i m wi th 
i n ju s t i ce or a desire t o r u i n a n y b o d y . T h e q u e s t i o n as t o 
w h a t ass i s t ance c a n b e g iven b y t h e I m p e r i a l E x c h e q u e r 
t o local a u t h o r i t i e s h a s been be fo re t h e c o u n t r y fo r t h e last 
t w e n t y years . I t has been b r o u g h t u p b y t h e R o y a l 
Commiss ion w h i c h r e p o r t e d in 1901. B o t h of t h e lion. 
M e m b e r s oppos i t e w h o spoke of t h e R e p o r t of t h e R o y a l 
Commiss ion seemed to h a v e f o r g o t t e n t h a t t h e R e p o r t 
was b y no m e a n s a u n a n i m o u s d o c u m e n t . 'There were 
no less t h a n t h r e e R e p o r t s of t h a t labor ious R o y a l Com-
mission. T h e r e was a R e p o r t b y a m e m b e r of t h e Com-
miss ion w h i c h was s imply a s ingle- tax r e p o r t ; t h e r e was 
t h e R e p o r t of t l ie m a j o r i t y of t h e Commiss ion , w h i c h was 
in all r e spec t s in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e wishes a n d desires 
of t h e hon . M e m b e r for F u l h a m (Mr. H a y e s F i she r ) a n d t b e 
Nob le L o r d (Viscount Hel ins ley) ; a n d , last ly, t h e r e was 
t h e R e p o r t of t h e m i n o r i t y . I t is t r u e t h a t t h e Mino r i t y 
R e p o r t car r ied f a r m o r e we igh t t h a n t h e M a j o r i t y R e p o r t . 
I t was s igned b y L o r d B a l f o u r of Bur le igh , Sir George 
M u r r a y , Sir E d w a r d H a m i l t o n , a n d Professor S t u a r t . 
The m i n o r i t y r e p o r t e d oil t h e lines u p o n w h i c h t h e whole 

s u b s e q u e n t a g i t a t i o n as t o t h e r a t i n g of land va lues has 
been based . A f t e r t h a t Commiss ion r epo r t ed in 1901 
Bills were b r o u g h t b e f o r e t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s r e p e a t e d l y 
— a ( ' o n s e r v a t i v e H o u s e of C o m m o n s — u r g i n g t h a t l and 
va lues shou ld be r a t e d . These Bills passed t he i r Second 
R e a d i n g s w i t h Conse rva t ive vo tes , a n d w h e n t h e lion. 
M e m b e r for F u l h a m conies f o r w a r d a n d says he bel ieves 
t h a t in ce r t a in cases it would be r i g h t t o r a t e l a n d va lues 
he is on ly echoing w h a t m a n y M e m b e r s of his o w n p a r t y 
a c t u a l l y s u p p o r t e d in t h e L o b b y of th i s House . T h e v e r y 
f a c t t h a t t h e lion. M e m b e r fo r F u l h a m s u p p o r t s t h e r a t i n g 
of l and va lue s in ce r t a in cases should m a k e h im v e r y c h a r y 
indeed of s ay ing t h a t t h e p ropos i t ion we a re n o w p u t t i n g 
be fo re t h e c o u n t r y is u n j u s t . W h e n t h e R o y a l Commiss ion 
r e p o r t e d in 1901 t h a t b y no m e a n s closed t h e inves t iga t ion 
of t h e sub j ec t . I t is t h e c u s t o m o n t h e benches oppos i t e 
t o pass ove r in si lence t h e B e p o r t of t h e Select C o m m i t t e e , 
p res ided ove r b y t h e L o r d A d v o c a t e , on t h e L a n d Values 
(Sco t land) Bill, w h i c h consis ted en t i re ly of M e m b e r s d r a w n 
f r o m b o t h sides of t h i s H o u s e . T h a t C o m m i t t e e r epo r t ed 
in f a v o u r of chang ing t b e basis of r a t i n g so t h a t r a t e s should 
be levied on l and v a l u e a lone, i n s t ead of t h e a n n u a l v a l u e 
of land a n d bu i ld ings t o g e t h e r . I t is on t h e R e p o r t of t h a t 
C o m m i t t e e t h a t t h e s u b s e q u e n t a g i t a t i o n as t o t h e r a t i n g 
of l and va lues has gone. I c a n n o t he lp t h i n k i n g t h a t if 
t h e r ight hon . G e n t l e m a n who m o v e d t h e A m e n d m e n t 
has n e v e r rend t h e R e p o r t of that . C o m m i t t e e or t h e evi-
dence w h i c h was g iven before i t , I a m qu i t e c e r t a in t h e 
Nob le L o r d h a s not r e a d i t , because he got u p a n d d e f e n d e d 
a local i n c o m e t a x — a sugges t ion which w a s s imp ly 
pulver i sed in tlie ev idence g iven before t h e Select 
C o m m i t t e e . 

Viscount Helmsley : I a m pe r f ec t ly a w a r e of w h a t t h e 
R e p o r t says . At t h e s a m e t ime , it ha s b e c o m e m o r e a n d 
m o r e c lear t h a t s o m e t h i n g of t h e k i n d will h a v e t o be done . 

Mr. Wedgwood : M a y 1 a sk if t h e Nob le L o r d lias read 
t h e R e p o r t of t h e Select C o m m i t t e e on t h e L a n d Values 
(Sco t land) Hill ? 

Viscount Helmsley : No . 

Mr. Wedgwood : 1 was s ay ing t h a t you h a d n o t read 
t h a t Bepor t or t h e ev idence g iven before t h e C o m m i t t e e . 

Mr. Hayes Fisher : T h a v e read it. 

Mr. Wedgwood : T h e r i g h t lion. G e n t l e m a n did not 
r e c o m m e n d a local income t a x . T h a t t h e o r y was pu lver i sed 
b y t h e R e p o r t of t he Commi t t ee . If t h e Nob le Lord would 
read tl ie ev idence be would see t h a t t b e proposa l is whol ly 
imprac t i cab l e . 

Mr. R e m n a n t : M a y I ask w h a t p a r t of t h e Report , 
pu lver i sed tba t ? 
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Mr. Wedgwood : I a m sorry I was no t told t h a t this 
D e b a t e was coining on. I will read the cross-examinat ion 
of Mr. Ha ro ld Cox by t h e Secretary for Scot land (Mr. 
MeKinnon W o o d ) :— 

I unde r s tood you to say t h a t in your opinion, wi th 
t he qual i f icat ions t h a t you expressed in your answers , 
all r a t e s are u l t ima te ly paid by the landlord ? Yes, 
t hey t e n d to d iminish his income. 

T h e y t end to d iminish the ren t t h a t he receives ?— 
Yes. 

A t t h e end of your evidence you suggest t h a t t he 
t r u e r e m e d y for t h e presen t s t a t e of affairs is to substi-
t u t e , as I unde r s t and , a general income t a x for r a tes ?— 
Yes, a local income t a x . 

T h a t income t a x would fall u p o n land, buildings, 
and o the r fo rms of personal p rope r ty V— 1 would r a the r 
p u t i t , as I a m sure t h e cha i rman would pu t it , t ha t it 
would fall upon all persons, f rom wha teve r source the i r 
income was der ived—wages and every th ing . 

T h e n you would agree, of course, t h a t an income 
t a x like "that would f ree the landlord f rom the personal 
bu rden of r a tes which vou th ink he u l t imate ly bears ? -
Yes. 

And you t h ink t h a t would be a fair sys t em ?—No, 
I do no t t h ink it would be a fa i r sys tem ; b u t m y evi-
dence, t h r o u g h some slip, was s topped a t t h a t po in t . 
Tf you r ead on in m y precis you will see tha t 1 p rov ided 
for t h a t po in t . 

I mere ly t a k e you r evidence as you gave it to -day ? 
-—I h a v e got your po in t on t h e very last page of m y 
precis. The re [ say d is t inc t ly w h a t you s a y : t h a t th is 
charge would relieve t h e landlords of the i r u l t ima te 
l iabil i ty for all r a t es on fixed p roper ty , and therefore , in 
add i t ion t o a local income t ax . the re would be establ ished 
a local d e a t h d u t y on fixed p roper ty , and also local t axes 
on t r ans fe r . 

H a v e you considered whether t h a t would absolute ly 
meet t h e diff iculty of p u t t i n g new bu rdens on o ther 
people a n d relieving t h e landlords ? - One would t r y to 
a d j u s t it as equal ly as one could, f am no t in t he least 
anx ious t o relieve a n y b o d y f rom his exis t ing burdens , 
except so far as you relieve t h e whole c o m m u n i t y to-
gether . W h e r e a m a n has con t rac ted to p a y a r a t e 
be ough t to p a y it. 

B u t th i s is not a quest ion of con t rac t ing ; th is is a 
ques t ion of t a k i n g an exist ing bu rden off t h e shoulders 
of t h e landlord and p u t t i n g it on o ther people ?-—Yes. 

A n d you suggest t r u s t i ng t o luck to get it hack again '! 
—I would not t r u s t to luck. 

You do not get it back unt i l succession to t he p rope r ty 
or d e a t h t akes place ?—Yes. 

I a m glad t o have it clear t h a t t ha t is your suggested 
a d j u s t m e n t of local r a t i ng ?—But I do not propose t h a t 
you should immed ia t e ly subs t i t u t e a local income t a x 
for all exis t ing ra tes . I propose as a practical measu re 
t h a t you should p u t on your local income t a x for a n y 
new increase t ha t you wan t in revenue, leaving local 
ra tes as t hey s t a n d t o be gradua l ly replaced. 

T h a t is to say, t h a t no increase of ra t ing , in your 
opinion, should fall u p o n t h e land '!- Y e s , I would no t 
increase local r a t e s a t all. 

So t h a t your theory is the exac t opposi te of t he theory 
of t h e people who advoca te t h e t a x a t i o n of land values ? 

Yes. 

T h e y wish to pu t m o r e on t h e land on the basis of 
land value, and you wish to pu t less ? I believe t h a t 
the re is no reason w h y persons who own land should be 
t axed at a higher r a t e t h a n o the r persons. 

And if the re is going to be an addi t ional t a x , do no t 
iet it fall on t h e landlord , b u t let it fall on o the r persons ? 
—No, T do no t want to relieve t he landlords ; 1 say let 

it fall all round . I a m very s t rongly opposed to rel ieving 
landowners , a n d 1 t h i n k t h a t m u c h recent legislation 
has been very u n j u s t . 

You would agree w i t h m e t h a t t h e effect of a general 
sys tem of G r a n t s f r o m t h e Excheque r is to put a new 
burden on t h e t a x p a y e r and relieve t he landlord V-
Yes. I hope t h e Commi t t ee clearly unders tand that 1 
do not want t o relieve exist ing landowners of the i r 
exist ing burdens . 

Viscount Helmsley : I do . May 1 explain that I do not 
t h ink tha t t h a t in t he least con t rove r t s what I h a v e said, 
because 1 do not agree that, t he ra tes u l t imate ly do fall on 
t h e landlord . A great m a n y f a rmer s now p a y t h e m . 

Mr. Wedgwood : it is a m a t t e r of economics. P e r h a p s 
you would like t h e opinion of Air. Henry Chaplin on tha t 
po in t . Th i s is w h a t be said in t he House of Commons on 
27th F e b r u a r y , 1891 : 

T h e occupier p a y s a cer ta in sum for t he use of t he 
land, and in t h a t s u m are included ra tes as well as taxes . 
T h e effect on t h e owner is t h a t if t h e ra tes are high he 
gets less r en t , a n d if t h e y are low he gets more ren t , 
and I m a i n t a i n t h a t it would no t be difficult to show 
t h a t u l t ima te ly t h e whole b u r d e n of t h e ra tes falls upon 
t h e owner of tiie land and upon n o b o d y else. 

Do you wan t a n y more ? Th i s is t he opinion of t he late 
Lord Goschen : 

It has been correct ly held as an ax iom tha t r a t e s on 
lands c o n s t i t u t e a k ind of r en t cha rge upon those lands 
for t h e benefit of t h e public. You, however, ignore 
these he red i t a ry b u r d e n s a l toge ther . . . . Your plea 
includes t he relief of t h e owners of land f rom b u r d e n s 
which they had borne for centur ies , which have en te red 
into t h e selling va lue of those lands and have been t aken 
into accoun t in every t r ansac t ion connec ted wi th t h e m . 

Viscount Helmsley : H o w h a v e t h e y borne t h e increase ? 

Mr. Wedgwood : W h e n you b u y or inher i t land you b u y 
or inheri t cer ta in responsibil i t ies a n d liabilities. A m o n g 
t h e liabilities a re t he u p k e e p of t h e poor, a n d t h e charge 
for educa t ion , a n d ma in roads . Those liabilities a re t aken 
in to accoun t in t h e pu rchase pr ice you a re p repa red t o pay 
for land. 

Mr. Walter Long : T h e hon. G e n t l e m a n ignores t h e fac t 
t ha t t h e charge for t h e m a i n t e n a n c e of t h e poor was levied 
on pe r sona l ty as well as rea l ty , b u t pe r sona l ty now escapes 
by Act of P a r l i a m e n t passed annua l ly b y th is House . 

Mr. Wedgwood : T h e r ight hon. G e n t l e m a n knows 
perfect ly well t h a t pe r sona l ty has escaped for 200 years , 
bu t when land has changed h a n d s t h e l iabil i ty was per fec t ly 
di f ferent , and t h e y knew they had to bea r t he P o o r R a t e . 
T h e right hon. G e n t l e m a n who in t roduced th is asked four 
defini te ques t ions which I would like to answer . T h e 
first was : I s the re sufficient land va lue t o p a y t h e local 
r a t e s 1 T h a t ques t ion shows t h a t t h e r igh t hon. Gen t l eman 
has no t read a n y of t h e economic a r g u m e n t s or a n y of t h e 
p a m p h l e t s b r o u g h t fo rward in f a v o u r of th is change , 
because a f t e r all w h a t we a re doing is no t a t t e m p t i n g t o 
levy an add i t iona l charge on p r o p e r t y . W e are mere ly 
saying t h a t those ra tes which are a t p resen t levied upon 
p r o p e r t y should be levied in a d i f fe ren t way u p o n t h a t 
p rope r ty ; t h a t you a re no t going t o raise a larger sum 
to ta l in t h e y e a r t h a n was raised before. You mere ly 
call upon the d i f ferent r a t epaye r s t o con t r i bu t e according 
t o a d i f fe ren t scale. You a re ask ing t h e m t o c o n t r i b u t e 
no t accord ing t o t h e a n n u a l va lue of t h e compos i te sub j ec t 
bu t according t o t h e sale va lue of t h e land alone. T h e r e 
is no increased charge p u t upon t h e owners of p r o p e r t y 
t h a n if all t he land is a t p resen t p u t t o i t s bes t use in t he 
locality. T h e r e would be no decrease in land va lue b y 
reason of t h o change in t h e t a x . 

T h e p resen t land va lue is land va lue sub jec t t o t h e pay-
m e n t of so m a n y t housand p o u n d s a year t o w a r d s local 
t axa t i on . Tf you are n o t going t o raise wn*t» t h a n tha t 
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so m a n y t h o u s a n d p o u n d s a f t e r t h e c h a n g e t h e land v a l u e 
will still be s u b j e c t t o t h e c h a r g e of so m a n y t h o u s a n d 
p o u n d s . I t will rea l ly m e a n t h a t t h e m o n e y is be ing 
levied in a w a y t o e n c o u r a g e t b e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e pro-
p e r t y i n s t e a d of in a w a y to d i s cou rage t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
of t h e p r o p e r t y , a n d it will m e a n t h a t a m a n w h o is ho ld ing 
his l a n d b a c k f r o m use , t h e m a i l w h o is k e e p i n g bis l a n d 
r i p e n i n g for bu i ld ing or t h e l and lo rd w h o s t a r v e s his land 
of l a b o u r anil c ap i t a l , t h o s e peop le , b e c a u s e t h e y a r e n o t 
m a k i n g t h e bes t use of t h e l a n d , will p a y m o r e , a n d t h e 
owner of t h e p r o p e r t y w h i c h is t h o r o u g h l y deve loped , t h e 
m a n w h o has m a d e t w o b l ades of g rass g row w h e r e o n e 
grew before , t h e m a n w h o has p u t u p good f a r m bu i ld ings , 
will be cal led u p o n t o p a y less t h a n a t p r e s e n t . In t h a t 
w a y l and va lue s as a whole will n o t be r e d u c e d b y t h e 
c h a n g e in t h e s y s t e m of t a x a t i o n , p r o v i d e d t h a t , a s h a p p e n s 
a t t h e p resen t t i m e , l and va lue s a r e n o t bo l s t e r ed u p by a n 
ar t i f ic ial r e d u c t i o n in t h e s u p p l y of l and ava i l ab l e for use. 
Of course , if m a n y f ree l a n d o w n e r s r o u n d a t o w n will n o t 
sell t h e land t h e n t h e v a l u e of t h e l a u d of t h e good land-
owner who is s u p p l y i n g t h e l a n d is a r t i f ic ia l ly bo l s te red 
u p b y t h e w i t h h o l d i n g of t h e o t h e r l a n d f r o m use. 1 q u i t e 
a d m i t t h a t t h i s c h a n g e in t h e bas is of r a t e s b y un lock ing 
t h e land of t b e f r ee l a n d o w n e r s w h o hold u p l a n d r e d u c e s 
t h e p r i ce t h a t t h e o t h e r good l a n d o w n e r s would be ab le 
to ge t a t p r e s e n t , but in t h a t sense on ly will t h e t o t a l v a l u e 
of l and lie dec reased b y t h e change . 

Sir George Younger : How d o y o u p r o p o s e t o r a t e a 
m i n u s v a l u e ? 

Mr. Wedgwood : T h e basis u p o n w h i c h we p r o p o s e t o 
levy t h e r a t e s is not t h e assessable s i te v a l u e w h e r e m i n u s 
va lue s a r e s h o w n , b u t t h e full s i te v a l u e w h i c h will no t t a k e 
i n to a c c o u n t feus , t i t he s , or a n y p e r m a n e n t c h a r g e u p o n 
t h e l and , so in t h a t case t h e r e would be no n e g a t i v e s i te 
va lue . T h a t o n l y ar ises w h e r e y o u d e d u c t f r o m t h e full 
s i te v a l u e t h e cap i t a l i s ed va lue of t b e feu or t h e chief r en t 
u p o n the land . 1 t h i n k it w a s t h e N o b l e Lord who said 
t h a t t h e c h a n g e wou ld be for t h e benef i t of t h e mi l l iona i re 
who o w n s t h e large bouse in t h e p a r i s h . H e took t h e 
case of t h e vil lage of w h i c h we h a v e hea rd so m u c h , w h i c h 
has b e e n v a l u e d b y Mr. T r u s t r a m Eve . T h e who le 
e v i d e n c e has been g iven by h i m b e f o r e t h e C o m m i t t e e , 
a n d it can all be r e a d w h e n t h e e v i d e n c e is pub l i shed . I 
wish t o dea l w i t h t b e case of t h e mi l l iona i re w h o owns a 
large h o u s e in t h e p a r i s h . I will t a k e as a conc re t e e x a m p l e 
t h e case of C h a t s w o r t h . T h e bouse a n d g r o u n d s at Cha t s -
w o r t h a r e r a t e d a t £712 a y e a r . A r o u n d C h a t s w o r t h t h e r e 
a re 427 ac res of p a r k l and . T h a t is assessed a t 10s. a n 
acre . O u t s i d e t h a t aga in t h e r e a r e 4194 ac res of w o o d s 
a n d p l a n t a t i o n s wh ich a r e assessed a t £95 15s. a y e a r , 
w h i c h w o r k s ou t a t j u s t a b o u t 4s. 9d. a n acre . So t h a t 
t h e r e a r e s o m e t h i n g a b o u t 850 ac re s of l a n d t h e r e assessed 
a t u n d e r £1,000 a y e a r , or j u s t a b o u t £1 lis. p e r acre . I 
h a v e n o t got t h e f igures for f a r m s of laud ou t s ide , bu t 1 
s h o u l d e x p e c t t h a t t h e f igures for t h e m wou ld n o t b e m u c h 
less t h a n £1 .'is. a n acre , so t h a t e v e n in t h e case of Cha t s -
w o r t h w h e r e t h e h o u s e is w o r t h 1 s u p p o s e u p t o £500,000, 
t h e a l t e r a t i o n in t h e bas i s of r a t e s will not m e a n a n y relief 
in local r a t e s t o t h e o w n e r of t h e house . B u t , of course , 
if y o u t a k e a mi l l iona i re w h o no t on ly is t h e o w n e r of t h e 
o n e big house in t he p a r i s h bu t is t h e owner of p r o p e r t y in 
L o n d o n as well , s u c h as D e v o n s h i r e House , y o u will see 
t h e r e how t h e c h a n g e in r a t i n g will lead t o 

Mr. P r e t y m a n : I w o u l d p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e hon . Gen t l e -
m a n is n o t t a k i n g t h e case g iven b y m y N o b l e F r i e n d . 
T h e lion. M e m b e r is t a k i n g t h e case of a m a n s i o n t o g e t h e r 
w i t h a large q u a n t i t y of l and . My N o b l e F r i e n d g a v e t h e 
case of a mi l l iona i re w h o o w n s a house w i t h ve ry l i t t l e 
l and . 

Mr. Wedgwood : T a m v e r y m u c h obl iged t o t h e lion. 
G e n t l e m a n . I a m t a k i n g t h e case of a m a n s i o n w i t h a 
large a m o u n t of l and , b u t y o u will see t h a t i t is a m a n s i o n 
w o r t h £500,000. I will dea l l a t e r w i t h t h e case of t h e 
mi l l iona i re w h o h a s a house w i t h half a n ac re of land , a n d 
it will be seen t h a t t h e s a m e p r inc ip les ho ld good . T h e n e x t 
q u e s t i o n a s k e d b y t h e hon . M e m b e r fo r F u l h a m was w h e t h e r 
we r e s p e c t c o n t r a c t s or no t . If he will r ead t h e ev idence 
he will aga in see t h a t t h e peop le w h o p a y t h e r a t e s a t 

p r e s e n t will p a y t h e m in t h e f u t u r e , b u t t h e y will me re ly 
p a y t h e m on t h e n e w basis , a n d , t he r e fo r e , t h e r e will be 
no call fo r c o n t r a c t s t o come in. T h e n I c o m e to t h e 
ju s t i ce of t h e change , wh ich is t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t t h i n g 
of all. T h e whole bas i s of ou r a r g u m e n t is no t t h a t you 
shou ld t a x peop le acco rd ing t o t he i r ab i l i ty t o p a y , b u t 
acco rd ing t o t h e benef i t s t h e y receive . W h e n y o u go i n to 
a s h o p t o m a k e a p u r c h a s e t h e s h o p k e e p e r does not cha rge 
you fo r t h e service he r ende r s a c c o r d i n g t o w h e t h e r you 
a r e a r i ch or a poor mai l . W h e n y o u go t o a d i n n e r y o u 
a re n o t c h a r g e d a g u i n e a or ha l f - a -c rown , a c c o r d i n g t o 
w h e t h e r y o u a r e a d u k e or a p e a s a n t , b u t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
a c t u a l v a l u e of t he d inne r . Tt is m u c h b e t t e r t o c h a r g e 
people a c c o r d i n g t o t h e v a l u e of t h e benef i t r ece ived , t h a n 
t o t a x t h e m acco rd ing t o the i r i n c o m e f r o m w h a t e v e r 
source it m a y be de r ived . Acco rd ing t o th i s s y s t e m of 
t a x a t i o n , fo r t h e f irs t t i m e peop le will b e cha rged accord ing 
t o t h e bene f i t s rece ived f r o m t h e e x p e n d i t u r e of pub l i c 
m o n e y . W h e r e e x p e n d i t u r e of p u b l i c m o n e y o n a p a r k 
benef i t s t h e l and lo rds , t h e y will p a y h igher r a t e s because 
of t b e bene f i t s rece ived , a n d t h e a u t h o r i t i e s w o u l d be per-
fec t ly jus t i f i ed in p l a c i n g t h e r a t e for t h a t p a r k on t h e land 
v a l u e of t h e d i s t r i c t , ln t h e s a m e w a y , a c h e a p t r a m w a y 
service bene f i t s t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d increases t h e l a n d va lue , 
a n d we a r e jus t i f ied in t a x i n g t h a t increase of l a n d va lue 
caused b y t h e e x p e n d i t u r e of t b e m o n e y of t h e c o m m u n i t y 
on t h e t r a m w a y s . 

I c o m e t o t h e case of t h e P o o r R a t e s , a n d I s a y t h a t t h e 
e x p e n d i t u r e of m o n e y b y t h e g u a r d i a n s increases t h e v a l u e 
of l aud . I t m u s t be so when y o u c o m e to t a k e t h e origin 
of t h e P o o r R a t e . W h e n t h e P o o r R a t e was first i n s t i t u t e d 
t h e c o u n t r y w a s s w a r m i n g w i t h t r a m p s , a n d t h e l and lo rds 
w h o r u l e d t h e c o u n t r y in those d a y s were pe r f ec t l y just i f ied 
f r o m the i r po in t of v iew, in i n s t i t u t i n g t h e P o o r L a w , in 
o rde r t o d o a w a y w i t h t h e i n secu r i t y t o life a n d p r o p e r t y 
wh ich r e su l t ed f r o m these r o v i n g b a n d s of t r a m p s . E v e n 
now, if we abo l i shed in t h i s c o u n t r y t h e P o o r L a w , a n d t h e 
t r a m p s h a d n o w h e r e t o go to , a n d t h e r e was n o t h i n g for 
t h e m b u t t o s t a r v e in t l ie s t r ee t s , t h e people w h o would 
suffer w o u l d be t h e l and lo rds a n d not t h e peop le of t h e 
c o u n t r y . T h e whole of the i r p r o p e r t y would d imin i sh in 
v a l u e b e c a u s e t h e peop le w o u l d not choose t o live in a 
local i ty w h e r e t h e r e w a s no relief f r o m P o o r R a t e . I n t h e 
s a m e w a y , w i t h r ega rd t o e d u c a t i o n . W h e r e a m a n ge t s 
his ch i l d r en e d u c a t e d for n o t h i n g , lie is p r e p a r e d t o p a y a 
h igher r en t t h a n lie o the rwise wou ld , in o rde r t o res ide 
in t h a t local i ty . B u t if e v e r y o n e h a d t o p a y for t b e 
e d u c a t i o n of his ch i ld ren t h e a m o u n t w h i c h n o w comes 
o u t of t h e r a t e s , people wou ld n o t be ab le t o p a y b ig r e n t s ; 
t h e r e n t s wou ld be less, a n d t h e r e wou ld be t h e b u r d e n 
of e d u c a t i o n u p o n t b e workers . W h e n you c o m e t o t w o 
places, a t o w n where t h e r a t e s a r e h igh a n d t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
is good, a n d a n o t h e r w h e r e i t is evi l ly g o v e r n e d a n d t a x e s 
a r e n o n - e x i s t e n t , y o u will see a t once t h a t l a rger r e n t s a r e 
pa id in t h e wel l -governed t o w n in p re fe rence t o p a y i n g t h e 
c h e a p e r r e n t s , a n d l iving in t h e b a d l y governed t o w n w i t h 
all i t s inconven iences . Y o u see, t he re fo re , t h a t good 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d wise e x p e n d i t u r e of t b e r a t e s h a s t r a n s l a t e d 
itself in to l and va lue ; so t h a t we a re pe r f ec t l y jus t i f ied 
in b a s i n g t h e r a t e s on land va lue . W e t a x n o t acco rd ing 
t o t h e ab i l i t y t o p a y , b u t acco rd ing t o t h e bene f i t s rece ived . 

I c o m e n o w to t h e h o u s e of t h e mi l l iona i re , w i t h i ts lialf-
acre of l a n d . A m a n will p a y less u n d e r t h i s s y s t e m t h a n 
he is p a y i n g a t p r e s e n t in t h e p a r t i c u l a r local i ty w h e r e t h e 
house is s i t u a t e d ; b u t in t h e p a r t i c u l a r local i ty f r o m w h i c h 
his m o n e y comes he is l ikely t o be a good deal m o r e severe ly 
r eached t h a n he is a t p re sen t . Y o u t ack le h i s i ncome 
at t h e source , a n d no t accord ing t o t h e use he m a k e s of 
his income. [An Hon . M e m b e r : H o w ? " ] H e ge ts b is 
income f r o m mines , f r o m t o w n r e n t s , or f r o m o t h e r sources , 
a n d y o u deal w i t h t h a t i ncome at i t s source . I n dea l ing 
w i t h it a cco rd ing t o t h e use m a d e of it a n d t b e benef i t s 
received y o u a re n o t do ing a n y in jus t i ce . You a r e 
e n c o u r a g i n g a m a n to pu t u p a good house ; lie e m p l o y s 
b r ick layers , f u r n i t u r e - m a k e r s , p a p e r - h a n g e r s , a n d plas-
t e re r s ; he increases t h e e m p l o y m e n t of t h e c o m m u n i t y . 
By i n d u c i n g h i m to bu i ld a good house y o u a r e inc reas ing 
t h e e m p l o y m e n t of t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e w e a l t h - p r o d u c i n g 
p o w e r of t h a t c o m m u n i t y , a n d y o u n e v e r c a n b e f a r w r o n g 
if y o u increase t b e w e a l t h - p r o d u c i n g p o w e r of t h e com-
m u n i t y 
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Mr. Lansbury : 1 beg to second the A m e n d m e n t to 
t h e p roposed A m e n d m e n t . I t is not- necessary t o go into 
t he s u b j e c t a t g rea t length , a f t e r t h e speech m a d e b y t lie 
Mover. So far as L o n d o n is concerned, th is is a very 
i m p o r t a n t quest ion. I u n d e r s t a n d most hon . Members 
opposi te who represen t cer ta in poor London boroughs are 
wi th us in d e m a n d i n g t h a t land values in London should be 
used for t h e relief of ra tes . T h e quest ion is not one t h a t 
affects on ly t he workmen . I t affects as well, and to a 
very large e x t e n t , t h e smaller m a n u f a c t u r e r s and the 
smaller shopkeepers . W e are somet imes told tha t some 
of lis on t h i s side are not very pract ica l in t he proposi t ions 
we m a k e t o t he House . 1 v e n t u r e to say t ha t the re is no 
more prac t ica l proposi t ion , f r o m tha point of view ei ther 
of t h e smal l employer or t he small shopkeeper , t han that 
t he g round landlords of L o n d o n should bear some share 
in t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e affairs of this great Metropolis. 
In each of t h e boroughs of t he Tower Hamlets— or r a the r 
in t h e divis ions of t h e boroughs of t he Tower Hamlets , 
and ce r ta in ly in Wes t H a m — e v e r y small shopkeeper feels 
increasingly t he b u r d e n of r a t e s t h a t are placed u p o n his 
shoulders , r a t e s for ce r ta in purposes which are more or less 
na t iona l , b u t which they are b o u n d t o face all t he t ime. 
Suppose you t a k e off, as we are all bound to admi t tha t t he 
G o v e r n m e n t did t a k e off, a very large p ropor t ion of Poor 
Law e x p e n d i t u r e t h r o u g h the g r an t i ng of old age pensions, 
ye t t h e mere u p k e e p of places like Wes t H a m , or places 
like t he Tower Hamle t s or Be thna l Green or Shoredi tch , 
f rom t h e point of view of cleansing, of san i t a t ion , l ighting, 
and all o the r necessary services, is an increasing b u r d e n 
on those people who h a p p e n to r ema in there . W e h a v e all 
to r e m e m b e r t h a t one of t h e th ings happen ing in London 
just now, and it has been the t endency for t he last- t h i r t y 
years , is t h a t any one who can afford to live ou ts ide does 
so. T h u s t h e shopkeepers have only t h e very pour, or t h e 
compara t ive ly poor, to rely on as the i r cus tomers , and . oil 
t o p of all t h a t , t h e y h a v e to bear th i s b u r d e n of pract ica l ly 
t he whole of t he cost of upkeep . 

T a k e t h e case of t he small m a n u f a c t u r e r who p u t s u p his 
fac tory , or p u t s in a n o t h e r piece of mach ine ry , which is at 
once assessed at t h e r a t eab le value , while a t ax is levied 
on the i n d u s t r y t ha t t h e m a n is t ry ing t o conduc t . T h e 
result is t h a t in every one of those dis t r ic ts , whe the r well 
adminis te red or bad ly admin i s te red , t hey arc crying out 
abou t th i s b u r d e n . T h e ground landlord all t h e t ime gets 
off scot- f ree . I do not want, th is a f t e rnoon to call h im 
n a m e s or t o say a n y t h i n g about him, except t h a t he gets 
off w i thou t pay ing a cent t o w a r d s t he upkeep of t h e distr ict 
f rom which his ground ren ts are d r a w n . I will repeal 
someth ing for t he benef i t of hon. and right hon. Gen t l emen 
opposi te , which I s t a t ed t o t he House last year , and which 
is an abso lu t e fac t . I n t he E a s t E n d one of t he most 
no ted of t h e g round landlords is selfishly holding his land 
until t h e whole of t he leases can fall in, when the p rope r ty 
t h a t o the r people have built will d rop in to his hands , in 
order t o des t roy t h e whole site and erect mans ions to let 
out in flats for t h e Jewish popula t ion t ha t it is hoped will 
come out t o live there . This pa r t i cu la r gen t l eman is a 
m e m b e r of a church which he will be very eager in t he 
Upper House to defend jus t now. T h a t church appealed 
for a l i t t le piece of land , but because it would spoil his 
p lans for developing t h e land t ha t l i t t le piece has not been 
fo r thcoming , and t h e chu rch has had to keep itself right 
away d o w n a back s t ree t where it is pract ica l ly useless. 
Not only does th i s gen t l eman , and h u n d r e d s of o thers 
like h im, not bear his share in local work or local admin i s t r a -
t ion, e i the r in p a y i n g for it or in giving service to i t . s ince 
t hey p a y and do no th ing at- all, but t he people who s t ay 
the re and p a y ground r e n t s to h im improve his p rope r ty , 
and w i t h o u t whom his p rope r ty would be absolu te ly wor th-
less, a n d build houses and build factories, pu t in sewers, 
m a k e s t r ee t s l ight, p rov ide educa t ion and recreat ion for 
t he people who live there . All t h a t is done to b e t t e r and 
improve t h e land on wh ich the people are living, and f rom 
which those g round r e n t s are d r a w n . There can be no 
equ i ty in t h a t . This is not a ques t ion of landlordism or no 
landlordism. I t is a quest ion of m a k i n g the landlord bear 
his fa i r sha re of t he cost of improv ing the p r o p e r t y f rom 
which he d r a w s his ren ts . Therefore I wan t to sh i f t t h e 
b u r d e n of r a tes on to t h e m ent i re ly a n d off t he i ndus t ry of 
the people who do the work of t h e c o m m u n i t y , a n d to pu t 
them on t h e backs of t h e landlords , who. so f a r as I can 

see, in the Eas t E n d only d raw t h e ground rents . I have 
great p leasure in seconding the A m e n d m e n t to t he proposed 
Amendment. 

Lord Alexander Thynne : A very cur ious s t a t e of th ings 
has been revealed this a f t e rnoon . Most of us, and in fact 
I m a y say all of us on th is side of t he House, a re com-
pletely in the da rk as to what is t ak ing place on tha t 
Depar tmen ta l Commit tee . But I th ink we have had 
indicat ion tha t there a re Members on the o the r side who 
are in a more f o r t u n a t e position with regard to this 
m a t t e r . 

Mr. Wedgwood : Directly t he Commi t t ee was announced 
I asked to be allowed to give evidence. In course of t ime 
I was called and gave evidence, o therwise I know noth ing 
about it. 

Lord A. T h y n n e : I do not wish to m a k e any personal 
a t t a c k on t h e lion. Member , b u t he disclosed dur ing the 
course of his speech t h a t he was fully cognisant with 
Mr. Eve ' s evidence and wi th his cross-examinat ion. 

Mr. Wedgwood : I was asked abou t It on examina t ion . 

Lord A. Thynne : It is r a the r outs ide t he evidence of the 
hon. Member. 

Mr. Wedgwood : I was cross-examined on it. 

Lord A. Thynne : T h a t does no t a l ter t he fact t h a t some 
hon. Members on t h e o the r side s tand in a- more f o r t u n a t e 
position w i t h regard to t h e Commit tee than we do on th is 
side of t he House. W h a t is really impor tan t is t h a t the re 
a re a n u m b e r of very competen t gent lemen throughout 
the coun t ry engaged in local government who a re very 
deeply interested in th is quest ion who would like to follow 
the proceedings of th is Commit tee d a y b y day . It is very 
difficult indeed to m a s t e r an in t r i ca te quest ion of th is sort 
when it is presented to you in t he fo rm of several volumes 
of evidence at t he conclusion of t h e s i t t ings of a commi t tee . 

1 canno t sympa th i se wi th t he Noble Lord who seconded 
the A m e n d m e n t to t h e Address in his suggestion for local 
income t ax . because, personally, I do not believe that, 
local income t a x would be pract ical in i t s opera t ion or would 
mee t t h e ease. I may point out tha t t h e general conclusion 
t h a t eve rybody has come t o on th is m a t t e r is t ha t t h e only 
way you can deal wi th th i s ques t ion is e i ther by m e a n s of 
Grants- in-Aid f rom t h e Imper ia l Excheque r or by Parl ia-
m e n t a r y assigned revenue as adop ted by Lord Goschen. 
It is there fore f rom t h e point of view of a d j u s t i n g t h e 
t axab le re la t ions be tween t h e owners of immovab le p roper ty 
and the owners of movab le p rope r ty , who a t present escape 
pract ical ly scot-free, t h a t I ask t h e Chancellor of t he 
Exchequer to consider th is ques t ion . 

Sir Luke White : I do not th ink that t he A m e n d m e n t 
to t he Amendmen t is in any shape or form a prac t ica l pro-
posal. The. hon. Gen t leman (Mr. Wedgwood) who moved 
it must admi t tha t his proposals would s imply allow every 
r a t ing a u t h o r i t y th roughout t he coun t ry to e i ther car ry 
out or abs t a in f rom car ry ing out his principles if embodied 
in an Act of Pa r l i amen t . I t h i n k we should have more 
confusion t h e n than we have at t h e present t ime with 
regard t o local t axa t i on . I now come to t h e A m e n d m e n t 
before t h e House. If it is pressed t o a Division I cer ta inly 
shall give m y vo te in f a v o u r of it, bu t 1 hope and t rus t tha t 
t h e Chancellor of t he E x c h e q u e r th is a f t e rnoon will m a k e 
an announcemen t t h a t some Grant will be m a d e to meet 
t he great expend i tu re which is now being borne by the 
local r a t e p a y e r s in regard to na t ional Services. 

Mr. Walter Long : T h e Chancellor of t h e E x c h e q u e r is 
to be m u c h sympa th i s ed with . As t h e result of t h e D e b a t e 
t o - d a y he has had a va r i e ty of counsels given to h i m f rom 
b o t h sides of t h e House . T a k i n g those of his own side 
first, t h e lion. Member for Newcas t l e -under -Lyme (Mr. 
Wedgwood) , w i th splendid d is regard for t h e h is tory of 
t he ra t ing quest ion, told h im a n d the House t h a t as t he 
land had a lways borne t h e ra tes , t hey were an hered i ta ry 
burdeti no one had any right to compla in of, and t h a t t hey 
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shou ld a t least b e c o n t i n u e d , if n o t inc reased . I unde r -
s t a n d t h a t t h e hon . M e m b e r fo r Bow a n d B r o m l e y (Mr. 
L a n s b u r y ) t o o k e x a c t l y t h e r eve r se view. H e sa id t h a t t h e 
r a t e s a r e p a i d h y t h e u n f o r t u n a t e occup ie r s a n d n o t b y 
t h e l and lo rds , a n d t h a t t h e r e f o r e t h e y o u g h t t o b e p u t j 
on t h e landlords . T h e s e a re dec ided ly conf l ic t ing views, 
a n d I s y m p a t h i s e w i t h t h e Chance l lo r of t h e E x c h e q u e r 
in t h e d i f f icu l ty wi th w h i c h he is c o n f r o n t e d b y t h e c o m m o n 
g r o u n d of a c t i o n b e t w e e n t b e d i f f e r e n t p roposa l s m a d e t o 
him by bis s u p p o r t e r s . O n t h i s s ide of t h e H o u s e t h e s a m e 
d i f f icu l ty is t o be f o u n d , b e c a u s e m y N o b l e F r i e n d (Viscount 
Helmsley) a d v o c a t e d a local i ncome t a x , whi le o t h e r f r i ends 
of m i n e cr i t ic ised t h a t p roposa l a n d p o i n t e d o u t , w h a t I 
bel ieve t o be t h e t r u e view of t h e ease , t h a t t l m t p roposa l 
is not o n e t h a t could be e n t e r t a i n e d by a n y r e spons ib l e 
G o v e r n m e n t . I be l ieve i t is n o t p r a c t i c a b l e a n d t h a t i t 
will not h a v e t h e effect wh ich t h e y a n d o t h e r s des i re . 

W h e n we s t a r t e d t h e cons ide ra t i on of t h i s di f f icul t 
q u e s t i o n it was held t h a t t h e r e w e r e t w o d i f f e r en t w a y s 
b y w h i c h t h e b u r d e n of local t a x a t i o n m i g h t be re l ieved 

one by c o n t i n u i n g a n d i m p r o v i n g t h e s y s t e m of 
s u b v e n t i o n s , a n d t h e o t h e r by a l lowing local a u t h o r i t i e s 
to f ind s o m e f resh sources of r e v e n u e for t hemse lves . 
T h a t second p roposa l , fo r w h i c h m a n y of us on 
th i s s ide of t h e H o u s e h a d cons ide rab le f a v o u r , h a s 
been p rac t i ca l ly d e s t r o y e d b y t h e a c t i o n of t h e p r e s e n t 
G o v e r n m e n t , w h o h a v e d r a w n i n t o t h e I m p e r i a l n e t new 
sources of t a x a t i o n whi le t h e y h a v e b y t he i r legis la t ion 
c o n s t a n t l y cas t u p o n local a u t h o r i t i e s t h e b u r d e n of f r e s h 
expend i t ure. T h e y h a v e fa i led t o k e e p u p t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
o u t of t h e E x c h e q u e r , a n d , in a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , t h e y h a v e 
d e p r i v e d local a u t h o r i t i e s of a n y c h a n c e of secur ing n e w 
sources of c o n t r i b u t i o n s for t he i r o w n e x p e n d i t u r e . By 
the i r o w n ac t ion , c o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e s i t u a t i o n has b e e n 
worsened . 

T a k e t h e l a t e s t e x a m p l e , a who l ly exce l len t one , of w h i c h 
I r ead in t h e p a p e r s t h e o t h e r d a y . T h e R o a d B o a r d 
p r o p o s e t o a l loca te a s u m of ove r t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of a mi l l ion 
w i t h a v iew t o m a k i n g a new a p p r o a c h t o L o n d o n on i ts 
w e s t e r n side. B u t t h e e s t i m a t e d cost of t h i s n e w a p p r o a c h 
is said t o b e s o m e t h i n g a b o u t t w o mi l l ions s te r l ing , a n d 1 
wou ld a sk w h e r e is t h e r e s t of t h e m o n e y t o c o m e f r o m ? 
How is t h i s g rea t n a t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t , b e c a u s e i t is a 
n a t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t , as a n y b o d y w h o k n o w s a n y t h i n g 
a b o u t t h e w e s t e r n a p p r o a c h e s t o L o n d o n will a d m i t , t o be 
p r o v i d e d for . U n d o u b t e d l y in v iew of t h e p r e s e n t conges ted 
s t a t e of o u r t raff ic , a great, c e n t r a l r o a d w a y wou ld be of 
e n o r m o u s a s s i s t ance in a id ing t h e c i r c ida t ion of t r a d e . 
My q u e s t i o n is. h o w is t h e d i f f e rence b e t w e e n t h e G r a n t 
f r o m t b e R o a d B o a r d a n d t h e u l t i m a t e e x p e n d i t u r e t o h e 
m e t ? Of course it c a n on ly b e m e t b y an inc rease of t h e 
ra te . 

Mr. Wedgwood : I t c a n b e o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e l and v a l u e s 
a d j o i n i n g t h e road . 

Mr. Long : I k n o w t h a t if t h e l ion. M e m b e r h a d his w a y , 
he wou ld like t o p l ay t h e p a r t of Cromwel l ; h e w o u l d like 
t o c lear o u t of t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s all t h e s e b a u b l e s 
a n d r e m a i n here b y h imsel f . B y a w a v e of his w a n d h e 
would b r i n g a b o u t t h e m i l l e n n i u m , a n d we shou ld h a v e 
all t h e s e r o a d s a n d e v e r y t h i n g else that , w a s necessa ry b y 
t h e s i m p l e f o r m of a t a x 011 l a n d . He to ld us jus t now t h a t 
be m e a n t 110 h a r m t o t h e o w n e r s a n d occup ie r s of l and . Oil 
t b e c o n t r a r y , lie is a real bene f i cen t f a i ry w h o des i res n o t 
me re ly t o p r o v i d e for all t h i s e x p e n d i t u r e , w h i c h puzz les 
Chance l lor of E x c h e q u e r a f t e r Chance l lor of E x c h e q u e r , 
b u t t o do it in s u c h a w a y as w o u l d rea l ly a d d t o t h e p e a c e 
a n d c o m f o r t a n d p r o s p e r i t y of t h o l and o w n i n g classes. 
All I c a n s ay is t h a t t h e I1011. G e n t l e m a n lias b e e n p r e a c h i n g 
th i s d o c t r i n e for a good m a n y yea r s , in a n d out of t h e H o u s e , 
a n d 1 do not t h i n k be lias yet, f o u n d a n y u n f o r t u n a t e flies 
a m o n g s t t h e l a n d - o c c u p y i n g classes w h o h a v e b e e n in t h e 
least inc l ined t o wa lk i n to bis p a r l o u r . I t h i n k t h e y k n o w 
very well t h a t if he did b e c o m e possessed of t l ie p o w e r s 
t o w h i c h I h a v e r e f e r r ed , a n d w e r e t o b r i n g his o w n specia l 
r e f o r m s in to ex i s tence , lie m i g h t m a k e n e w r o a d s a n d 
con fe r m a n y b e n e f i t s u p o n t h e c o u n t r y , b u t b e wou ld 
a b s o l u t e l y d e s t r o y t h o s e classes w h o a r e d e p e n d e n t u p o n 
t h e l a n d ' f o r t h e i r l iv ing at p r e s e n t . T h e r e f o r e I do n o t 
t h i n k bis r e m e d y is l ikely t o a t t r a c t la rge a t t e n t i o n 

W e w a n t t o k n o w w h a t ev idence th i s C o m m i t t e e a r e t ak ing . 
W e hope t h a t eve ry e f fo r t will be m a d e t o get a n ea r ly R e p o r t 
f r o m t h e C o m m i t t e e . T h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r 
will s ay i t is imposs ib le for h im or a n y Minis ter t o p ress 
t h e C o m m i t t e e t o c o m e t o a conclus ion. A t all even t s , 
t h e effect of t h i s D e b a t e will show, I hope , t h a t t h e Com-
m i t t e e shou ld presen t t he i r R e p o r t w i t h as l i t t le de l ay as 
possible. T h e r e f o r e I a sk t h e G o v e r n m e n t n o t m e r e l y t o 
tell u s t h a t t h e y s y m p a t h i s e a n d real ise t h a t t h e diff icul t ies 
a r e genu ine , b u t t h a t t h e y will, a s soon as t h e y c a n get t b e 
R e p o r t — a n d m a y it be v e r y soon—dea l w i t h th i s ques t ion 
in a large m a n n e r , real is ing t h a t t h e g r i evance of t h e ra te -
p a y e r s is v e r y large. 

Mr. Lloyd George : I m u s t s ay t h a t I was r a t h e r dis-
a p p o i n t e d a t t h e speech m a d e b y t h e Mover of t h e A m e n d -
m e n t , w h o lias f i r s t - h a n d knowledge of th i s s u b j e c t . 1 
was d i s a p p o i n t e d t h a t h e did n o t r a t h e r give t b e H o u s e t h e 
resu l t s of bis exper i ence a n d t h e real h i s to ry of t h e s u b j e c t 
r a t h e r t h a n d e v o t e his t i m e t o a m e r e p a r t y a t t a c k , which 
is fu t i l e a n d b a r r e n w h e n discuss ing t h i s exceedingly difficult 
p r o b l e m . I t is n o t q u i t e as s imple as s o m e m a y imagine . 
O n e hea r s t h e sugges t ion m a d e t h a t t h e whole p r o b l e m 
would be so lved b y c o n t r i b u t i o n s g iven o u t f r o m t h e I m -
perial E x c h e q u e r . W e h a v e hea rd a great dea l a b o u t t h e 
d e m a n d s m a d e on local a u t h o r i t i e s to ca r ry ou t r e f o r m s 
a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s in one d i rec t ion a n d a n o t h e r . B u t t h e 
d e m a n d s a r e n o t conf ined to munic ipa l i t i e s . A n y o n e w h o 
h a s b e e n a t t h e T r e a s u r y k n o w s pe r f ec t l y well t h a t t h e r e 
is no t a d a y w h e n t h e r e a re not, d e m a n d s coming f r o m all 
q u a r t e r s of t h e c o u n t r y for G r a n t s for one p u r p o s e or 
a n o t h e r f r o m t h e I m p e r i a l E x c h e q u e r . These d e m a n d s , if 
g r a n t e d , i nvo lve e x p e n d i t u r e . H o w e v e r s t r o n g m a y be a 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r ' s v iews w i t h r e g a r d t o these 
d e m a n d s — I do not ca re w h o be i s—he c a n n o t res is t t h e 
whole of t h e m . 

T h e t a l e we h a v e h e a r d a b o u t p ressure u p o n local 
a u t h o r i t i e s is t h e ta le w h i c h eve ry T r e a s u r y c a n tel l , w h e t h e r 
it, is a h I m p e r i a l or local oile. I t is n o t a ques t ion b e t w e e n 
t h e Imper i a l T r e a s u r y a n d t h e local one. T h e g r i evance 
is as b e t w e e n one r a t e p a y e r a n d a n o t h e r . 

T a k i n g t h e ques t ion of subsidies for Gran t s - in -Aid , if 
at t h e t i m e t h e subs idy is m a d e y o u h a d in t h e s a m e Bill 
a p roposa l fo r ra is ing t h e m o n e y , if t h e t a x a n d t h e G r a n t 
were c o n t a i n e d in t h e s a m e Bill, I do n o t t h i n k t h e r e would 
be f o u n d t h e s a m e keenness for Gran t s - in -Aid . T h a t is 
rea l ly w h a t t h e d i f f icu l ty is. Y o u h a v e a lways go t t h e 
p ressure of t h e e x p e n d i t u r e of t h e m o n e y in o n e m e a s u r e , 
a n d t h e n comes t h e p roposa l fo r ra is ing t h e m o n e y , a n d 
t h o s e w h o a r e pe r f ec t l y u n a n i m o u s in the i r p r e s s u r e for 
s p e n d i n g t h e m o n e y a r e equa l ly u n a n i m o u s in r es i s t ing a n y 
m e a s u r e for ra is ing i t . T h a t is w h y we o b j e c t t o a n y t h i n g 
in t h e n a t u r e of a n i n t e r i m repor t w h i c h will s i m p l y suggest 
a n a d d i t i o n a l G r a n t of one or t w o or t h r e e mi l l ions t o t h e 
local e x c h e q u e r . W h e n t h e q u e s t i o n comes t o b e con-
s idered , it h a s got t o b e cons idered all r o u n d ; i t h a s t o b e 
cons ide red w i t h a v iew to t h e bes t m e t h o d of ra i s ing t h e 
m o n e y as well as w i t h a v iew t o t h e m e r i t s of t l ie pos i t ion 
b e t w e e n t h e local a n d t h e I m p e r i a l E x c h e q u e r s . 

T h e sugges t ion h a s been m a d e t h a t we shou ld t a k e ove r 
; as n a t i o n a l Services s u c h m a t t e r s as e d u c a t i o n . T h a t , 011 

t h e f ace of i t , is a v e r y p o p u l a r p roposa l , bu t j u s t ref lec t 
u p o n w h a t t h e ef fec t would be. W h e n a Service is a 
na t i ona l Service t h e r e is c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e n t h e locali t ies 
for e x p e n d i t u r e . Suppose y o u m a d e t h e who le of t h e 
e d u c a t i o n Service of t h i s c o u n t r y a na t i ona l Service , y o u 
would l iave c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e n locali t ies for schools a n d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s f r o m local a u t h o r i t i e s as t o t h e des i r ab i l i t y 
of e x t e n d i n g schools, en la rg ing t h e m , a n d inc reas ing t h e 
cost of t h e s ta f f , a n d in a ve ry sho r t t i m e e x p e n d i t u r e wou ld 
be d o u b l e w h a t it is a t t h e present moment , in t h i s c o u n t r y . 
N o w y o u h a v e a check w h e n part, of t h e e x p e n d i t u r e is 
b o r n e b y t h e persons w h o cont ro l t h e e x p e n d i t u r e . 

1 h a v e ind i ca t ed t h a t in t h e j u d g m e n t of t b e G o v e r n m e n t 
1 i t is not so m u c h a ques t ion b e t w e e n t h e T r e a s u r y a n d t h e 

mun ic ipa l i t i e s as a ques t ion b e t w e e n one ind iv idua l r a t e -
p a y e r and a n o t h e r ; a n d w h e n p res su re is go ing t o be p u t 
u p o n t h e T r e a s u r y t o m a k e such G r a n t s , it is on ly a n indirect 
m e t h o d of s q u a r i n g t h e a c c o u n t b e t w e e n one r a t e p a y e r a n d 
a n o t h e r . B y coining t o t b e Impe r i a l E x c h e q u e r fo r a con-
t r ibu t ion you a re ab le t o get s o m e t h i n g ou t of p e r s o n a l t y . 
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you a re g e t t i n g s o m e t h i n g o u t of t he I n c o m e T a x . you are 
ge t t ing s o m e t h i n g ou t of t h e work ing m a n : it is n o t there-
fore a q u e s t i o n b e t w e e n t h e two Treasur i e s ; i t is r a t h e r a 
ques t ion b e t w e e n t w o classes of t h e c o m m u n i t y , a n d if you 
a re ab le so t o r e f o r m y o u r r a t i n g sy s t em as to m a k e it 
possible fo r munic ipa l i t i e s w i t h i n the i r own a rea t o equal ise 
t h e b u r d e n , t he r e will n o t be t h e s a m e case, a n d t h e r e will 
not be t h e s a m e d e m a n d u p o n t h e Imper ia l Exchequer , 
a n d I a m n o t su re t h a t t h a t is n o t t h e m e t h o d b y which 
we o u g h t t o seek to r e m e d y t h e p re sen t s i tua t ion . T h e 
p re sen t m e t h o d , I t h i n k , is pe r fec t ly e x t r a v a g a n t a n d a 
ve ry h a p h a z a r d one. 

I t is o f t e n used for t h e p u r p o s e of increas ing e x p e n d i t u r e , 
because o n e T r e a s u r y has got t h e respons ib i l i ty of rais ing 
t h e m o n e y a n d t h e o t h e r t r e a s u r y has got pure ly t he 
respons ib i l i ty of s p e n d i n g it . I t is a t h o r o u g h l y b a d 
pr inciple . O n no conce ivable bus iness pr inc ip le is it 
w a r r a n t e d , a n d I feel t h a t w h a t is w a n t e d , if we could 
poss ibly h a v e i t , is a n impa r t i a l , ful l , a n d n o n - p a r t i s a n 
cons ide ra t ion of t h e p r o b l e m of t h e best possible m e t h o d of 
ge t t i ng peop le t o p a y accord ing t o the i r m e a n s for t h e r a t e s 
as well as t h e t axes . I wou ld n o t l ike t o p r e j u d g e t h e con-
s ide ra t ion of t h e sub j ec t . T h e Nob le Lord said s o m e t h i n g 
a b o u t t b e local i ncome t a x . T h a t is a ve ry m u c h m o r e 
diff icult sub j ec t t h a n it a p p e a r s a t f i rs t s ight . T h e r e a re 
t w o ob j ec t i ons t o it. One is t h a t y o u d e s t r o y a v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t w e a p o n which t h e T r e a s u r y h a v e got now for 
t h e p u r p o s e of ra is ing f u n d s for t h e E x c h e q u e r . T h e 
m o m e n t y o u b a u d it ove r t o t h e local i ty i t ceases t o be a 
g rea t I m p e r i a l source. T h e second ob jec t ion is t h a t it is 
a l m o s t imposs ib le t o ra ise a local income t a x . S u p p o s i n g 
y o u h a v e g o t a local i n c o m e t a x in L o n d o n y o u will f ind 
t h a t t h e t a x e s a r e p r e t t y h igh in L o u d o n , as t h e y a re in 
t h e large ci t ies of G e r m a n y . 

All a m a n has t o do is t o live ou t s ide t h e a rea t o escape . 
Whi l e t h e i ncome t a x b u r d e n falls u p o n t h e people w h o live 
in t h e a rea t h e m a n ou t s ide i t escapes. I was v e r y 
m u c h a t t r a c t e d b y t h e local i ncome t a x a t f i rs t , b u t 
w h e n I looked in to it I m u s t s ay t h a t t h e diff icul t ies which 
sugges ted t h e m s e l v e s seemed a lmos t insuperab le . T h e n 
t h e r e has been t h e proposa l of a local d e a t h d u t y . 1 t h i n k 
t h e r e a r e diff icul t ies even w i t h t h e local d e a t h d u t y of a 
v e r y ser ious cha rac t e r . I t seems to me , as f a r as I h a v e 
been a b l e t o e x a m i n e t h e p rob lem, t h a t t h e real t r o u b l e 
is t h a t t h e m u n i c i p a l i t y h a s only one m e t h o d of rais ing 
m o n e y . If a m u n i c i p a l i t y w a n t s m o r e m o n e y for a n y 
pu rpose it h a s got t o p u t i t u p o n t b e bas is of a local assess-
m e n t . I t h a s no fa i r m e a n s of t a x i n g m e n accord ing t o 
t heir resources . 

W h a t is w a n t e d , t o use a p h r a s e wh ich has b e e n m a d e 
popu l a r in s o m e q u a r t e r s , is t h e b roaden ing of t h e a rea of 
t a x a t i o n in a m u n i c i p a l sense. I a m n o t sugges t ing an 
oct ro i d u t y , for t h a t w o u l d be a v e r y u n f a i r m e t h o d of 
levying t a x e s a n d a v e r y u n p l e a s a n t one, b u t t h e r e ought 
t o b e a m e a n s of b r o a d e n i n g t h e a r e a of t a x a t i o n so t h a t 
t h e respons ib i l i ty for t h e e x p e n d i t u r e will fall u p o n t h e 
people w h o h a v e e v e n t u a l l y t o levy t h e n e w r a t e . T h a t 
is w h a t y o u w a n t . If t h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r 
spends m o r e m o n e y t h a n t h e r e v e n u e he has got he knows 
he h a s t o f ace P a r l i a m e n t a n d i m p o s e add i t i ona l taxes , 
' t h a t is a v e r y o b n o x i o u s d u t y t o cas t u p o n anyone . B u t 
t h a t is e x a c t l y w h a t y o u o u g h t t o d o w i t h t h e mun ic ipa l i t y . 
Y o u m a k e t h e m feel t h a t t h e y a re spend ing too m u c h m o n e y , 
a n d t h a t t h e y t h e m s e l v e s h a v e got t o levy t h e r a t e a n d n o t 
come to t h e E x c h e q u e r for a subs idy or G r a n t . These a r e 
t h ings w h i c h I h o p e t h e C o m m i t t e e will examine , a n d 
e x a m i n e t h o r o u g h l y . I was asked t h a t t h e R e p o r t should 
be m a d e exped i t ious ly . I hope t h e R e p o r t will b e m a d e 
soon, b u t w h a t I a m m u c h m o r e concerned abou t is t hat-
i t should be t h e resul t of m a t u r e ref lect ion, t h a t t h e y should 
cons ider it t ho rough ly , t h a t t h e work should be v e r y well 
done , a n d t h a t we should not h a v e a p a t c h e d - u p R e p o r t 
whicb we c a n n o t d e p e n d upon . T h e hon. G e n t l e m a n 
oppos i t e is ve ry a n x i o u s t h a t t h e ev idence shou ld b e 
publ i shed . I h a v e no t h a d t i m e t o consul t t h e C o m m i t t e e 
u p o n i t , b u t I bel ieve t h e y h a v e examined a cons iderab le 
n u m b e r of witnesses . I bel ieve a n official of t h e c o u n t y 
council is going t o g ive ev idence before t h e C o m m i t t e e . 
I do n o t see a n y ob j ec t i on a t all t o t h e ev idence be ing 
publ i shed , n o n e as f a r as T a m concerned : T t h i n k T h a v e 

dealt wi th most of t h e p o i n t s ra ised. I a m not going to 
en t e r in to t h e a r g u m e n t b e t w e e n t h e Noble Lord a n d t h e 
Member for N e w c a s t l e - u n d e r - L y m e on a ques t ion which 
is of very cons iderable m o m e n t b u t which 011 t he whole 1 
t h i n k is i r r e l evan t to th i s sub jec t unless t h e hon. Members 
imagine tha t t h e G o v e r n m e n t a r e go ing t o propose a single 
t a x u p o n t h e land a n d u p o n t h e si tes of th i s c o u n t r y . T h e r e 
is an A m e n d m e n t d o w n in t h e n a m e of m y hon. Fr iend 
which urges t h e case for t h e v a l u a t i o n of si tes. My lion. 
Fr iend is ve ry anx ious t h a t t he v a l u a t i o n shou ld be ex-
ped i t ed . I t h i n k t h a t is in t he in teres t of e v e r y b o d y . 
It, is in t h e in te res t s of t h e revenue , because n a t u r a l l y you 
c a n n o t collect t h e whole of t h e r e v e n u e unt i l t h e va lua t i on 
is comple t ed , a n d 1 t h i n k it is in t h e in t e re s t s of t h e landlord 
as well t o h a v e an end put to bis a n x i e t y and t o get a period 
put to his suspense a n d t o k n o w e x a c t l y where be is. S t eps 
a r e be ing t a k e n t o e x p e d i t e t h e v a l u a t i o n and to c o m p l e t e 
i t as ear ly as we poss ibly can . 

My hon . F r i e n d will n o t e x p e c t m e t o express any opinion 
upon t h e l a t t e r pa r t of h is A m e n d m e n t as t o t h e ques t ion 
of local t a x a t i o n . 1 a m a n x i o u s not t o express a n y d e f i n i t e 
opinion un t i l t h e C o m m i t t e e r epor t s . It would not be fa i r 
because t h a t would be exp res s ing a n opinion on t h e whole 
case be fo re we h a v e got t h e repor t of t h e C o m m i t t e e tha t 
has been a p p o i n t e d exp res s ly t o adv i se t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
o n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r sub j ec t . As m y lion. F r i end knows , 
faci l i t ies h a v e been g iven t o p u t t he i r s ide of t h e case before 
t h e C o m m i t t e e , a n d all d u e we igh t will be given in t h e 
r e p o r t of t h e C o m m i t t e e t o bis ev idence as well a s t o t h e 
ev idence of o the r s who m a d e sugges t ions for t h e considera-
t i on of t h a t body . 

Mr. Bonar Law : M y sole r eason for r ising is tha t 
1 d isagree w i t h t h e right hon . G e n t l e m a n on one 
po in t which he m a d e severa l t imes . H e spoke as if t h i s 
were a q u e s t i o n b e t w e e n t h e r a t e p a y e r s solely, and it is 
t o express m y d i s a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h a t view t h a t I h a v e 
risen, f t is rea l ly no t solely a q u e s t i o n be tween r a t e p a y e r s . 
I t is q u i t e t r u e t h a t where a m u n i c i p a l i t y is w e a l t h y e n o u g h 
b y itself t o cover all t h e e x p e n d i t u r e , it is a ques t ion of 
t h e r a t e p a y e r s ; b u t e v e r y b o d y k n o w s t h a t t h e t e n d e n c y 
has been for a reas t o ex is t w h e r e t h e p o p u l a t i o n all r o u n d 
is so poor t h a t , however t h e b u r d e n is d iv ided b e t w e e n t h e 
r a t e p a y e r s , it is not possible 

Mr. Lloyd George : 1 a c c e p t t h a t . 

Mr. Bonar Law : T h a t is t h e only po in t f wish t o p u t . 
T h a t is o n e of t h e m a i n diff icult ies. W h e n we r e m e m b e r 
t h a t t hese charges , which h a v e been descr ibed as na t i ona l 
charges , a n d which we all recognise t o be such , a re imposed 
b y t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s , t h e n h o w e v e r m u c h t r u t h t he r e 
m a y be, a n d t h e r e is a g rea t dea l , in t h e c o n t e n t i o n t h a t you 
m u s t h a v e s o m e local cont ro l in o rde r t o keep d o w n ex-
p e n d i t u r e . I t is equa l ly t r u e t h a t t h e r e a r e m a n y d i s t r i c t s 
wh ich c a n n o t bea r t h e s e b u r d e n s on t he i r own r a t e p a y e r s 
a lone . I t is t h e r e f o r e a n u r g e n t p r o b l e m t h a t in s o m e 
w a y or o t h e r th is House , wh ich imposes t h e b u r d e n , 
should find some m e t h o d of a l l ev ia t ing t h e b u r d e n which 
it imposes . 

Mr. Cassel : In r ega rd t o a n y of t h e p roposed schemes , 
a p a r t f r o m t h e sugges t ion of a local i ncome t a x , t h e diffi-
cul t ies of wh ich I fu l ly a d m i t , bow does t h e r igh t lion. 
G e n t l e m a n p ropose t o m a k e t h e m a n w h o der ives his i ncome 
f r o m fore ign i n v e s t m e n t s p a y his fa i r sha re ? 

I t is n o t , a s has been p o i n t e d o u t , a ques t ion as b e t w e e n 
r a t e p a y e r a n d r a t e p a y e r , b u t it is a ques t ion as be tween 
r a t e p a y e r a n d t a x p a y e r . A n d w h y should t h e m a n who 
inves t s his m o n e y in land or r a i lways in t h e A r g e n t i n e not 
m a k e t h e s a m e c o n t r i b u t i o n to e d u c a t i o n , t h e m a i n roads , 
a n d t h e police of t h i s c o u n t r y as t h e m a n w h o inves t s bis 
m o n e y in Eng l i sh ra i lways , or Consols, or o t h e r Eng l i sh 
secur i t ies '! Th i s poin t h a s n o t h i n g t o do wi th F r e e T r a d e 
or Tariff R e f o r m , a n d I t h i n k it is o n e t h a t t h e r ight hon. 
G e n t l e m a n ough t t o keep be fo re h i m w h e n be is cons ider ing 
th i s aspect of t h e ques t ion . A n y a t t e m p t t o r a t e s i te va lue 
or a n y t h i n g of t h a t k ind would no t in t h e least- t end to 
b r i n g in a s t o bis fa i r s h a r e t h e m a n who inves t s his m o n e y 
a b r o a d , 
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We were pleased t o hear t h a t t h e r igh t h o n . G e n t l e m a n 
is going t o pub l i sh t h e evidence. 1 t a k e it t h a t t h e evidence 
will be publ ished a t once. 

Mr. Lloyd George : No, I did not u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . 

Mr. Cassel : I unders tood t h e right hon. G e n t l e m a n t o 
say t h a t it would be publ ished. 

Mr. Lioyd George : I unde r s tood t h e r ight hon . Gentle-
man t h e Member for t h e S t r a n d (Mr. Long) asked t h a t t h e 
evidence should be publ ished w h e n t h e Commi t t ee had 
finished its s i t t ings. 1 did no t u n d e r s t a n d h im t o ask t h a t 
the evidence t aken u p t o d a t e should be publ i shed. 

Sir Edward Carson : That, w a s w h a t was asked. 

Mr. Lloyd George : T h e n I m u s t consider t h e m a t t e r . 
I do not w a n t t o h a v e a n y m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g a b o u t i t . I 
unde r s tood t h e r ight hon. G e n t l e m a n t o ask t h a t t h e 
evidence should be publ i shed when comple ted , bu t now I 
u n d e r s t a n d f rom the right lion, a n d learned Gen t l eman 
oppos i te t h a t be asked to have it. publ ished up t o da te . 

Sir E. Carson : I a m only giving m y u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
w h a t he said. 

Mr. Lloyd George : 1 will consider whe the r it can be 
publ ished in t h e in te r im. 

Mr. Hicks Beach : I am glad t o realise, f r o m what t h e 
Chancel lor of t he Exchequer has said to -day , t h a t he ful ly 
apprec ia tes our gr ievance. T h e right hon. Gen t l eman 
told us t h a t t h e objec t of any r e fo rm of local t a x a t i o n ough t 
to be to get at pe rsona l ty as well as rea l ty , and he men-
t ioned some th ing a b o u t a local income t a x . I do not t h i n k 
t ha t is qu i t e so s imple as it a p p e a r s on the surface . How 
are you going t o deal wi th a m a n who has a business in t h e 
c i ty and pays his r a t e s in a n o t h e r a r ea ou t s ide '! W h a t 
is going t o happen t h e n ? Is he going t o p a y t h e local 
income t a x twice over , or is t h e c i ty to d e m a n d t h e whole 
a m o u n t and t h e c o u n t y get no th ing ? T a k e t h e case of a ; 
m a n who h a p p e n s t o h a v e a house in L o n d o n and one in 
t h e c o u n t r y as well. W h o is going t o get his local income j 
t a x ? Is St. George's , H a n o v e r Square , or t h e coun ty in 
which he happens t o reside ? S imply because a m a n 
h a p p e n s t o reside, e i ther for business purposes or for t h e 
purposes of his du t i e s here, in two p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y a t 
t h e s a m e t ime, is he to be t axed twice over ? I t h ink t h e 
Chancellor of t he Exchequer will agree t h a t t h e ques t ion 
of a local income tax is not so s imple as some people t r y 
to m a k e out . 

T h e hon. M e m b e r for Newcas t l e -unde r -Lyme (Mr. 
Wedgwood) has, of course, a d v a n c e d a panacea for all these , 
t roubles . His one s imple r emedy is to h a v e a t a x on land . 
I should very m u c h like t he hon. G e n t l e m a n t o tell us w hat, 
would be t h e ac tua l effect on t h e ru ra l dis t r ic ts , or u r b a n 
dis t r ic ts wi th a ru ra l fr inge, of these a l t e ra t ions in t h e 
sys t em of local t a x a t i o n . As fa r as 1 h a v e been able to 
u n d e r s t a n d i t , t h e effect will be pract ical ly t o t a k e a w a y 
t h e b u r d e n f rom the factories, workshops , and houses in a 
pa r t i cu la r area and put the whole b u r d e n on agr icul tura l 
land. T h a t is b y no m e a n s a p leasan t prospect for t h o s e 
who happen to own agr icul tura l land. Those who own and 
cu l t iva t e it know perfect ly well t h a t it' t h ey h a v e t o bear 
this b u r d e n it will cr ipple the i r power of developing t h e 
l and . 

Captain Morrison-Beli : 1 am sure t he coun t ry and t h e 
r a t e p a y e r s will not be satisfied wi th t he s i tua t ion as it has 
been left by the Chancellor of t h e Exchequer . I know 
t h e r e a re great, difficulties connec ted wi th it. b u t there is a 
very s t rong gr ievance in t h e c o u n t r y on the m a t t e r . I n 
t h e c o u n t r y dis t r ic ts the re is a ve ry s t rong feeling in regard 
t o this , and the r a t e p a y e r s of t he c o u n t r y d is t r ic ts feel 
t h a t t h e r a t e s are be ing increased in a m a n n e r over which 
t hey h a v e not sufficient cont ro l , and t h a t is one of t h e 
greates t gr ievances. We are told tha t we in t h e c o u n t r y 
d is t r ic t s do not p rov ide sufficient co t t age a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
for those who h a v e t o work on the land. T h a t , again, is a 
ve ry difficult point . If you p rov ide a couple of co t tages 

a t a cost of £400 you are immedia te ly r a t ed on t h e m . 
All t h a t m a k e s it verv m u c h harder for a m a n t o bui ld 
cot tages . I n m y part, of t h e world fo r ty -e igh t cot tages 
have recent ly been bui l t by a c o m p a n y , of which I a m a 
director , and pract ica l ly a new village has been made . 
Na tu r a l l y t h e dis t r ic t council has t a k e n over t h e d ra inage 
sys tem a n d also widened t h e road which passes betw een 
t h e cot tages . T h e first, result of t h a t is t h a t t h e r a t eab l e 
va lue has to be raised, and I get compla in t s f r o m two or 
th ree people in t he d is t r ic t t h a t it is raised, a n d t h e y h a v e 
to p a y m o r e rates , a n d I canno t b l a m e t h e m for i t . At 
the s ame t ime , i t is a great asset t o t h e c o m m u n i t y hav ing 
these good co t tages to live in, and 1 feel qu i te s ine t hey 
would not complain if t hey had no t too heavy a b u r d e n t o 
bear a l ready. 

Mr. Wedgwood ' s A m e n d m e n t t o t h e A m e n d m e n t was put 
a n d nega t ived . T h e House t hen d iv ided on Mr. Hayes 
F i sher ' s A m e n d m e n t , which was de fea ted by 184 v o t e s 
to 106. 

Friday, 23rd February. 

SMALL O W N E R S H I P . 

Mr. Stanier : I beg t o move , as a n Amendment , to t he 
Adtlress, at. t h e end, t o add the words : -

But h u m b l y regret t h a t no m e n t i o n is m a d e in t h e 
Gracious Speech of an in ten t ion on the p a r t of H i s 
Majes ty ' s Government to develop a sys tem of small 
ownership of land, wi th pract ical o p p o r t u n i t y for 
exist ing t e n a n t s to acqui re the i r holdings on t h e basis 
of v o l u n t a r y sale a n d purchase . 

1 rise t o m o v e this A m e n d m e n t wi th the knowledge of 
t h e g rave responsibi l i ty which it entails . F r o m different 
r e m a r k s tha t have been made , I judge t h a t the re is a l i t t le 
diff iculty in t h e minds of some hon. Members as t o what 
I m e a n b y this A m e n d m e n t , bu t it is absolu te ly clear tha t 
w h a t I want to br ing up is the ques t ion of t he small owner-
ship of land. This is no new subjec t in th is House . It has 
been brought before th is House on a great m a n y occasions. 
There have been no less t h a n two D e p a r t m e n t a l Commi t t ees 
appo in ted t o go in to t he whole sub jec t . B o t h of t h e m 
have been ve ry well worked, and t hey have been very clear 
in wha t t h e y have advoca ted . T h e one in 1906 clearly 
defined itself, and t h e one in 1912 has even m o r e amp ly 
defined itself. B o t h have advoca ted tha t purchase should 
be t h e object in view. T h e t e r m s of reference of this 
D e p a r t m e n t a l Commi t t ee are t he clearest t h a t have ever 
been put before any D e p a r t m e n t a l Commi t t ee appo in t ed 
bv a n y Governmen t . 

I will go b a c k again to this repor t , t he last D e p a r t m e n t a l 
one. issued in this year . I t gives suggested amel iora t ions 
on several m i n o r po in t s , and p a r a g r a p h 60 s t a t e s t h a t : 

Of all t h e remedies which were advanced b y witnesses 
who c a m e before t h e Commi t t ee t o a l leviate t h e gr ievances 
unde r which the t e n a n t f a rmer was alleged t o be suffering, 
none were advoca t ed so s t rongly as t he scheme by which 
the t e n a n t should be enabled to purchase t h e f a rm b y 
t h e a d v a n c e of m o n e y by t h e S ta te . It is clear f rom 
t h e evidence t h a t t he ma in t h ing which t h e t e n a n t 
f a rmer s desire is to be able to remain on the i r f a rms , 
and it is usual when t h e f a rmer is unab le t o remain 
as a t e n a n t owing t o t he breaking u p of es ta tes , t ha t he 
desires t o become t h e occupying owner . 

1 do not t h ink you can have a n y t h i n g clearer t h a n t h a t . 
T h e repor t br ings forw a rd a scheme of Sir E d w a r d Holden 's . 
He proposes to s tar t a b a n k which is t o lend out money at 
:ij per cent , or 3f per cent, for s inking fund a n d manage-
m e n t . a n d the whole p i th of t h e th ing is tha t only four-
fifths of t h e va lue of t he f a rm is to be lent. W e ought to 
give t h e f a r m e r be t t e r t e rms t h a n t h a t . T h e report ends 
by r ecommend ing t ha t there should be S ta te -a ided purchase . 
B u t . a f t e r we have had all this, we find no th ing on t h e subject 
in His Majes ty ' s Gracious Speech f rom t h e Throne . I 
told you t h a t cons te rna t ion reigned in m a n y p a r t s of t h e 
coun t ry at t he great b reak-up of these estates: 
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T h e g r e a t ques t ion of ownersh ip is one t h a t can be 
a rgued so t h a t t h e r e is 110 answer left t o t hose who oppose 
it . because , I c o n t e n d , owner sh ip gives f r e e d o m of cul t iva-
t ion g r e a t e r t h a n a n y o the r scheme. It gives secur i ty 
for o u t l a y . I t gives an incent ive for i n d u s t r y , energy, 
a n d en t e rp r i s e t h a t 110 t e n a n c y a r g u m e n t could give. An 
owner sh ip al lows t h e owner to devise his holding to w h o m 
he likes. R e n t s would r ema in a n d could not be raised. 
F a r m i n g would be b e t t e r , t h e o u t p u t of food more , a n d 
na t iona l a d v a n t a g e wou ld be t h e r e b y ga ined . If you 
w a n t e d e x a m p l e s of t he a d v a n t a g e s of ownersh ip as against 
t e n a n c y , I could show y o u example s in different pa r t s of 
t h e c o u n t r y . 1 could t a k e y o u t o Worces te rsh i re , where 
I used myself t o be a t e n a n t f a r m e r , a n d I could t a k e 
you t o f a r m s in Shropsh i re , where I could show you f a r m s 
which wou ld p rove e v e r y word 1 say u p to t h e hilt . The re 
a r e f a r m s in these coun t ies which were in t h e h a n d s of 
t e n a n t s , a n d a re t o - d a y in the h a n d s of owners , where in 
d a y s past few m e n were employed , while t o -day t he r e a r e 
five m e n w o r k i n g for eve ry one in the pas t . T h e p roduce 
of t hese f a r m s is t w e n t y t imes m o r e t h a n it was . and t h e 
t u r n o v e r is in consequence t w e n t y t imes more . T h e t r a d e 
of t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d also is t h e r e b y increased. 

W e a r e o f t e n told t h a t t he great object of pol i t ic ians 
ought t o be t o get people back t o t h e land. I will ask those 
who a d v o c a t e t enanc ie s w h y h a v e t hey left t h e land '! 
O n e g r e a t r eason is t h e w a n t of o p p o r t u n i t y for a d v a n c e m e n t . 
W e also acknowledge t h a t t h e r e a re w a n t of su i t ab le 
ru ra l e d u c a t i o n , w a n t of e m p l o y m e n t , and scarc i ty 
of c o t t a g e s in t he r u r a l d i s t r ic t s . B u t I t h i n k it 
easy t o p r o v e t h a t if you got legislat ion for owner -
sh ip it would deal w i t h t hose poin ts . . lust as m a n y 
people h a v e left t h e ru ra l d i s t r i c t s of E n g l a n d and Wales 
a n d Sco t l and as h a v e lef t t h e ru ra l d i s t r i c t s of I re land . 
But owing t o t h e legislat ion wh ich h a s been passed for 
I r e l a n d t h e people a r e now r e m a i n i n g the re . 

If you look at some of t he G o v e r n m e n t P a p e r s you will 
find t h a t t h e m a n a g e m e n t expenses of S t a t e t e n a n c y , 
t h r o u g h t h e c o u n t y councils, ha s been 15 pe r cen t . T h a t 
is fo r m a n a g e m e n t a lone, a n d it has n o t h i n g t o do wi th 
ren t , s ink ing f u n d , or cap i t a l e x p e n d i t u r e . If you t a k e 
t h e a v e r a g e e s t a t e s of th i s c o u n t r y worked b y p r i v a t e 
owners , y o u will find t h a t t h e m a n a g e m e n t expenses a re 
m u c h n e a r e r 5 pe r cen t . W h a t t h e f a r m e r s d r e a d m o r e 
t h a n a n y t h i n g else is t h e grea t ques t ion of officialism. 
Officialism is no t p r a c t i c a b l e in f a r m i n g , if it is p r ac t i cab l e 
a n y w h e r e else. R e n t s u n d e r t h e c o u n t y counci ls h a v e been 
b e t w e e n 4J per cent , t o 5 per cent , on t h e o u t l a y , a n d t h a t 
is one of t h e reasons w h y at t h e present m o m e n t m a n y 
good f a r m s c a n n o t b e worked p ro f i t ab ly . 

Mr. Jesse Collings : I beg to second t h e Mot ion . 

T h e n u m b e r of f a r m e r s obliged t o leave the i r f a r m s 
is i m m e n s e t h r o u g h t h e change of ownerships . T h e r e is 
a p a t h e t i c side t o i t . a s e n t i m e n t a l side to it, a n d sen t imen t 
f o r t u n a t e l y a f t e r all gu ides t he af fa i rs of t h e world m o r e 
t h a n a n y t h i n g else. M a n y of t hose m e n , a n d the i r f a the r s 
before t h e m , h a v e t i l led the i r f a r m s for one , two, a n d 
in s o m e cases, t h r ee h u n d r e d years , a n d now they a re 
called u p o n to qu i t t h e homes in which t h e y were reared . 
I h a v e received scores of l e t t e r s f rom t e n a n t f a r m e r s se t t ing 
f o r t h these h a r d s h i p s a n d ask ing for a r emedy . My hon. 
F r i end (Mr. S tan ie r ) r e fe r red t o t he Bill for t h e pu rchase 
of land wh ich has been before th i s House for several Sessions, 
a n d wh ich will be aga in i n t roduced . They say tha t the i r 
d e m a n d s a n d wishes a r e embod ied in t ha t m e a s u r e . T h e 
m e a s u r e is a v e r y s imple one. It is tha t where f a r m s a r e 
sold over t h e h e a d s of t h e t e n a n t s t h a t t h e whole of t h e 
p u r c h a s e m o n e y should b e a d v a n c e d b y t h e S t a t e on t he 
lowest possible t e r m s — I will no t m e n t i o n t h e t e r m s — t h a t 
t he S t a t e could af ford ; t h e pr inc ipa l w i t h in teres t a n d 
s ink ing f u n d t o be r e p a y a b l e d u r i n g a cer ta in n u m b e r 
of yea r s , a f t e r which t h e p a y m e n t s cease. T h e 1908 Act 
was a t e n a n c y A c t p u r e a n d s imple , but it i nco rpo ra t ed 
t h c Act of 1892, which does offer pu rchase , b u t it requi res 20 
per cen t , t o be pa id d o w n , and that- is useless for t h e l abourers 
a n d o t h e r s w h o c a n n o t af ford t o do so. I b r o u g h t f o r w a r d 
for s o m e yea r s a Bill t o do a w a y wi th t h a t condi t ion and 
to a d v a n c e t h e whole of t h e m o n e y , bu t t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
offered t h e m o s t s t r e n u o u s a n d b i t t e r oppos i t ion . 

We a r e l iving in a fool ' s pa rad i se at the. p r e sen t t ime 
t h r o u g h our neglect of ag r i cu l tu re . No na t ion , anc ient or 
mode rn , ever surv ived for long in t h e front r a n k which 
did w h a t we a re do ing t h a t is. sacrif icing ag r i cu l tu re 
to w h a t we a re pleased t o call m o n e y - g e t t i n g and commer-
cialism. If wha t I say is t rue , all of us, wi thou t regard to 
p a r t y , should insist t ha t th i s r e fo rm should be carr ied out ; 
o therwise we shall be too late. W h a t answer has t h e ritrht 
hon. G e n t l e m a n to m a k e '! I will not t a k e up t h e t ime of 
t he House by e n u m e r a t i n g t he e n o r m o u s degree in which 
t he social p rob lem in ou r midst would be solved by the 
r e fo rm we a r e a d v o c a t i n g . W e a r e spend ing mil l ions 
a yea r on u n e m p l o y m e n t , on p a u p e r i s m , on t h e de fec t ive 
in m i n d a n d body . T h e fall ing b i r t h - r a t e , t he increasing 
emig ra t ion of o n e of t h e great asse ts of t h e na t ion , in the. 
fo rm of t h e pick of ou r rura l p o p u l a t i o n , a n d o t h e r evils, 
would be s t a y e d by t h e c a r r y i n g out of these proposa ls 
u n d e r discussion. 

The Act of 1908 does not t o u c h t h e f r inge of th is ques t ion , 
a n d for t he pu rpose of ge t t i ng people on the land it is 
expens ive , v e r y expens ive . No d o u b t t he r e will be ta lk 
a b o u t t h e r i sks ' to t he S t a t e , but t h e land being i r r emovab le 
p r o p e r t y , a n d , the re fo re , s u b j e c t to all sor ts of t a x a t i o n , 
a n d a lways r emain ing , it c o n s t i t u t e s a great secur i ty t o t he 
S t a t e , which has a first charge on t h e holdings o n which 
t h e y h a v e a d v a n c e d t h e m o n e y to b u y . Not only t h a t , 
b u t t h a t secur i ty increases every y e a r as each in s t a lmen t 
is pa id . I h a v e hea rd it o f t e n a d v a n c e d t h a t t h e S t a t e 
would p a y an excessive price. T h a t is r idiculous. T h e 
p r o c e d u r e of t h e Board of Agr icu l tu re unde r th is Bill, if if 
b e c a m e an Ac t . would , when t h e landlord a n d t e n a n t 
a r e agreed upon t h e price, send two va luers d o w n , a n d 
t h e y would say w h e t h e r t h e pr ice agreed upon was a b o u t 
r igh t , a n d I t h i n k t he S t a t e would r u n no risk of loss by 
accep t ing the i r value. 

Mr. Ellis Davies : T h e hon. G e n t l e m a n (Mr. S tan ie r ) 
m a d e a q u o t a t i o n f r o m the Report, which 1 s u b m i t is 
whol ly mis lead ing . H e r ead a. p a r a g r a p h dea l ing wi th 
S ta t e -a ided pu rchase , b u t ho o m i t t e d t h e last sen tence 
which cons ide rab ly modif ies a n d a l t e r s t h e m e a n i n g of it : 

Of all t h e remedies which were a d v a n c e d b y t h e 
wi tnesses which c a m e before t h e C o m m i t t e e to a l lev ia te 
t h e g r ievances u n d e r wh ich t h e t e n a n t f a r m e r was 
alleged to be suffer ing, none w a s a d v o c a t e d so s t rong ly 
as a s cheme by which t he t e n a n t should be enab led t o 
pu rchase his fa rm b y t h e a d v a n c e of m o n e y b y (lie 
S t a t e . 

T h e last i t e m in t h e p a r a g r a p h is : 

T h e r e is l i t t le des i re for owne r sh ip in itself, and it 
is on ly a d v o c a t e d as an a l t e r n a t i v e t o being t u r n e d out 
of his home. 

T h e whole case resolves itself i n to a ques t ion not of t h e 
owner sh ip of land a d v o c a t e d b y t h e hon. Member oppos i te , 
but w h e t h e r owner sh ip is itself des i rable . Most of t he 
wi tnesses were against abso lu t e ownersh ip . 

1 was su rp r i sed to hear t he Engl i sh t e n a n t f a r m e r say 
he did not des i re to b u y his p r o p e r t y , because I had a lways 
under s tood f r o m the speeches of hon. Gen t l emen represen t -
ing ag r i cu l tu ra l cons t i tuenc ies t h a t t h e y were b u r n i n g for 
an o p p o r t u n i t y of acqu i r ing the i r land and of becoming 
thei r own owners . But t h e t e n a n t s one a f t e r t h e o t h e r 
said t h e y would not pu rchase excep t on present ren ta l s . 
What does t h a t m e a n ? It really m e a n s t he o w n e r of t h e 
p r o p e r t y , ve ry o f t e n a t rus t ee , is to accep t less t h a n t he 
m a r k e t value . Does a n y b o d y real ly suggest t ha t an 
Engl ish l andowner is p repa red to sell his l and t o - d a y for 
less t h a n i ts real va lue '! Not on ly t h a t , b u t t h e r e was 
ev idence before t h e C o m m i t t e e t h a t in a v e r y large t r a c t 
of c o u n t r y r en t s would be put u p b y 20 pe r cen t . 1 a m 
here to po in t out t h a t t h e r e is no such desire, a n d I can 
only point to t h e ev idence before t h e C o m m i t t e e a n d to t h e 
f ac t t h a t p rac t i ca l ly eve ryone agreed tha t a s c h e m e of 
S t a t e - a ided p u r c h a s e wou ld on ly b e of ass i s tance t o l i t t le 
m o r e t h a n 10 pe r cent , of t he t e n a n t f a n n e r s . I n Wales 
a large n u m b e r of m e n o w n the i r f a r m s , a n d I a m sor ry 
t o s ay t h e y a re exceedingly poor. T h e r e has been a 
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r e m a r k a b l e book pub l i shed recen t ly o n Be lg ium, in w h i c h 
t h e pos i t ion of t h e t e n a n t in Be lg ium is s u m m e d u p as 
fol lows b y Mr. R o w n t r e e :— 

A m p l e m o a n s of t r a n s i t , a good s y s t e m of ag r i cu l t u r a l 
e d u c a t i o n , a n d c o - o p e r a t i v e societ ies , inc lud ing t h e 
p rov is ion a n d t h e i n s u r a n c e of l ive s tock a t v e r y low 
ra t e s . Sure ly w i t h all t h e s e b less ings t h e i r l ives shou ld 
be a l m o s t ideal . B u t is it ? A closer a c q u a i n t a n c e 
w i t h t h e smal l ho lde r is t l i a t t h o u g h he se ldom, n e v e r 
p e r h a p s , suf fe rs f r o m w a n t , h e genera l ly l ives rough ly , 
a n d , excep t in w in t e r , w o r k s u n r e a s o n a b l y long hours . 

Le t m e a d d w h a t he s ays w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e pos i t i on of t he 
o c c u p y i n g o w n e r : — 

T h e p e a s a n t p r o p r i e t o r is left, in a v e r y s imi l a r s t a t e 
t o t h a t of t h e t e n a n t . Bo th l ive spa r ing ly a n d work 
e x t r e m e l y h a r d t o m a k e a l iving. 

A n d t h e reason for t h a t is t h i s : t h e sma l l e r t h e f a r m t h e 
g r ea t e r t h e d e m a n d fo r t h e ho ld ing , a n d t h e g r e a t e r t h e 
d e m a n d t h e h igher p r ice pa id ; a m i , in consequence , 
t h e h igher in t e re s t or i t s e q u i v a l e n t in r e n t . It is t h e 
exper ience in I r e l a n d , a n d in p r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y o t h e r 
c o u n t r y , t h a t t he c r e a t i o n of smal l ho ld ings m e a n s a g r e a t e r 
d e m a n d a n d a c o n s e q u e n t inc rease in t h e r e n t . 

Mr. Barns ton : T o - d a y is n o t t h e t i m e to go i n to g r e a t 
de ta i l s , for , a f t e r all, w e a r e d i scuss ing t h e pr inc ip le . M a y 
1 m e n t i o n a f ew of t h e cond i t i ons on wh ich a S t a t e p u r c h a s e 
scheme, t o be of a n y use, wou ld h a v e t o be ca r r i ed t h r o u g h ? 
In t h e f irs t p lace , I t h i n k ca re m u s t be t a k e n t h a t t h e 
S t a t e i ncu r s no loss. I n t he second place , I shou ld s ay 
tha t t h e a m o u n t of t h e p u r c h a s e m o n e y s h o u l d be 
v o l u n t a r i l y agreed u p o n b e t w e e n t h e o w n e r a n d t h e 
s i t t i ng t e n a n t . I t h i n k t h a t is i m p o r t a n t , for t h i s 
reason . In selling f a r m s you do n o t w a n t t h e t e n a n t 
to p a y fo r a n y i m p r o v e m e n t s h e h a s m a d e . The re fo re , I 
t h i n k it is i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e p r i ce shou ld be ag reed u p o n 
in tha t w a y , because y o u do n o t w a n t t h e t e n a n t t o p a y 
for i m p r o v e m e n t s he h a s m a d e t h r o u g h his en t e rp r i s e 
a n d cap i t a l . Th i rd ly , I t h i n k t h e t e n a n t shou ld be ab le 
t o p a y b a c k t o t h e S t a t e t h e m o n e y t h a t h a s been a d v a n c e d , 
t h o u g h no t all a t once. T h e s c h e m e w h i c h I wou ld a d v o c a t e 
would b e o n e of a r educ ib l e m o r t g a g e , a n d I wou ld sugges t 
that, 110 a d v a n c e shou ld b e m a d e b y t h e S t a t e un less t h e 
B o a r d of Agr i cu l tu re cer t i f ied that , t h e a m o u n t of t h e 
p u r c h a s e pr ice is n o t 111 excess of t h e v a l u e of t h e ho ld ing . 

Mr. J . Pa rke r : I c a n n o t c la im to k n o w a g r e a t deal a t 
tirst h a n d a b o u t ag r i cu l t u r e , b u t I r ise t o a d d r e s s t h e House 
because 1 was a M e m b e r of t h e C o m m i t t e e whose R e p o r t 
a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s h a v e been cr i t ic ised t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 
1 h a v e looked ca re fu l ly a t t h e A m e n d m e n t m o v e d b y t h e 
I1011. .Member (Mr. S t an ie r ) , a n d I fail t o see e x a c t l y w h a t 
t h e po in t of i t is. It expresses r eg re t b e c a u s e t h e Govern-
ment, h a v e n o t d e v e l o p e d a s y s t e m of smal l owne r sh ip of 
land. It is n o t m y bus iness t o d e f e n d t h e G o v e r n m e n t , 
but, i t s eems to me , t h a t so f a r as t h e B o a r d of A g r i c u l t u r e 
is conce rned t h e y h a v e been ass i s t ing I1011. G e n t l e m e n 
oppos i t e t o t h e u t m o s t of tlieir c a p a c i t y in t h i s d i rec t ion . 
T h e C o m m i t t e e whose R e p o r t h a s caused so m u c h discuss ion 
th i s a f t e r n o o n was n o t a v e r y u n i t e d C o m m i t t e e , to s ay t h e 
least of it . T h e r e a r e half a dozen r e p o r t s or r e se rva t i ons 
a m o n g a dozen m e n , a n d y o u c a n n o t s ay t h a t such a Com-
m i t t e e w a s u n a n i m o u s in r ega rd to a n y t h i n g . I a m 
abso lu t e ly opposed t o t h e pe rsona l o w n e r s h i p of l and . 
Al toge the r apa r t f rom a n y " ism " or p a r t y feel ing, 1 a m 
opposed to it, on these g r o u n d s : T c la im t h a t t h e large 
m a j o r i t y of Br i t i sh t e n a n t - f a r m e r s t o - d a y a r e not in a 
posi t ion t o p u r c h a s e t he i r ho ld ings un less t h e whole of t h e 
m o n e y is t o be f o u n d b y t h e S t a t e . If t h e S t a t e is 
t o find t h e whole of t he m o n e y at a r a t e wh ich does n o t 
p a y in c a r r y i n g o u t t b e scheme , t hen y o u a r e going 
t o impose a t a x 011 t b e i ndus t r i a l c o m m u n i t y in 
o rder t o re l ieve t h e Br i t i sh f a r m e r s in t h e first p lace ; 
b u t , in r ea l i t y , w h a t you a r e going t o do is t o 
t a x t h e t o w n c o m m u n i t i e s in o r d e r t o m e e t t h e pr ice a t 
wh ich t h e Br i t i sh l and lo rd is going t o sell, f do n o t expec t 
t h a t lion. M e m b e r s o p p o s i t e will a p p r o v e of t h e p ropos i t ion 
being p u t in t h a t w a y . I t was s t a t e d b y t h e hon . M e m b e r 
for T a v i s t o c k (Sir J . Spear ) , w i t h r e g a r d t o t h o large 

e s t a t e s t h a t h a v e been broken u p , t h a t th i s Was dotic 
because of a feel ing of a l a r m . Le t us e x a m i n e w h a t is t h a t 
a l a r m , O n e of t h e wi tnesses (Mr. C. P . Hal l ) , w h o I t h i n k 
was a g e n t for t h e D u k e of B e d f o r d , was a sked as t o t h e 
cause of t h i s part icular1 a l a r m . T h e ev idence will b e f o u n d 
011 p a g e 73 of t h e B lue Book . He w a s asked whether ' t h e 
e s t a t e fo r w h i c h he w a s a g e n t h a d suf fe red in a n y sense 
as t h e result, of t h e B u d g e t of 1010. a n d his r e p l y was a 
de f in i t e one, t h a t it h a d no t . B u t b e said t h a t t h e 
a p p r e h e n s i o n wh ich t h e y h a d Was w i t h r ega rd t o f u t u r e 
legislat ion. W h a t is t h e real t a x in t h i s c o u n t r y w h i c h is 
fo rc ing l and lo rds t o b r e a k u p large e s t a t e s ? If t h e r e 
is a n y p a r t i c u l a r t a x t h a t is respons ib le a t all i t is t h e 
D e a t h Dut ies , and n o t t h e D e a t h D u t i e s wh ich h a v e been 
ca r r i ed d u r i n g t h e las t few yea r s , b u t t h e whole pr inc ip le 
of D e a t h D u t i e s . I t h i n k t h a t t h a t p a r t i c u l a r f o r m of 
t a x a t i o n is a v e r y wise one . 

Mr. Hamers ley : W h y a r e t h e y selling now ? 

Mr. Pa rke r : T h e y a r e selling n o w because t h c y c a n ge t 
a b e t t e r pr ice a t t h e p r e s e n t m o m e n t t h a n a t a n y t i m e d u r i n g 
t h e las t t w e n t y yea rs ; o the rwise t h e y would not, now be 
selling. T h e s a m e g e n t l e m a n to ld t h e C o m m i t t e e t h a t 
a l t h o u g h t h e y were rece iv ing only 15s. 3d. pe r ac re fo r r e n t 
o n t h a t e s t a t e t h e y could ra ise t h e r e n t s b y 20 p e r cen t . 
without , a s ingle t e n a n t m a k i n g a n y ob jec t ion . I n answer 
t o t h e ques t i on , w h y do not, t h e y do so a n d ge t t h e bes t 
r en t fo r t h e f a r m s i t w a s said t h a t t h e ind iv idua l d u k e or 
l and lo rd does n o t w a n t t o r isk t h e o d i u m of r a i s ing his 
r e n t , a n d t h e r e f o r e he sells t h e e s t a t e a n d sh i f t s t h e w h i t e 
m a n ' s b u r d e n on t o s o m e o n e else t o s t a n d w h a t e v e r o d i u m 
t h e r e m a y be w i t h r ega rd t o ra is ing t h e r e n t . I t is necessa ry 
t h a t t hose t h i n g s should be s t a t e d a n d u n d e r s t o o d a s t h e 
real cause fo r a l a r m , if t h e r e has been s u c h a l a r m , t h o u g h 
I d o u b t ve ry m u c h w h e t h e r t h a t is t h e r eason a t all w h y 
e s t a t e s h a v e been p u t i n t o t h e m a r k e t . I t is sugges ted 
t o us t h a t t h e r e is s o m e p a r t i c u l a r v i r t u e in t h e o w n e r s h i p 
of l and . Of t h e wi tnesses w h o ca ine be fo re t h e C o m m i t t e e , 
I a m su re t h a t t h e r e were n o t m o r e t h a n one or t w o , if 
indeed t he r e were a n y a t all, a m o n g t h e t e n a n t f a r m e r s 
who said t h e y des i red t o own t h e l and . T h e on ly peop le 
who desi red t o own t h e l a n d were t h e peop le w h o were a f r a i d 
of a change . S o m e of t h e m , I p r e s u m e , h a v e good l and lo rds , 
a n d t h e y said, " L e a v e us as we a r e : we a r e all r igh t . 
If we h a d t o choose b e t w e e n t h a t a n d be ing t u r n e d ou t , 
t h e n , of course , w e will pu rchase , if compel led t o , b u t w e 
canno t a f fo rd t o p a y a n y m o r e in s ink ing f u n d a n d i n t e r e s t 
t h a n we a r e now p a y i n g in r e n t . " 

Hon . M e m b e r s oppos i t e say t h a t t h e landlord t o - d a y is 
l e t t ing t o t h e t e n a n t a t a r a t e w h i c h does not, yield h im a 
fa i r r e t u r n fo r his m o n e y . T h e y also s ay t h a t t h e S t a t e 
is t o b r i n g f o r w a r d a p u r c h a s e s cheme w h i c h is t o enab l e 
t h e t e n a n t b y t h e s a m e p a y m e n t t o ge t possession of his 
land. W h o is going t o p a y t h e d i f fe rence ? W h a t t h e 
l and lord t a k e s t o -day lie take's in r e n t . T h e S t a t e o u t of t h e 
a m o u n t w h i c h i t is t o cha rge t h e t e n a n t for i n t e r e s t a n d 
s ink ing f u n d is t o get n o m o r e t h a n t h e l and lo rd ge t s t o - d a y . 
The re fo re t h e t a x p a y e r w h o is not a t e n a n t f a r m e r is t o b e 
called u p o n to b u y t h e f a r m for t h e t e n a n t f a r m e r . T h a t 
is t h e pos i t ion u n d e r l y i n g w h a t we a re asked t o d o th i s 
a f t e r n o o n by th i s Reso lu t ion , b y t b e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of 
t hose peop le w h o say t h a t t h e t e n a n t f a r m e r shou ld be 
p u t in a pos i t ion t o p u r c h a s e his f a r m a t a pr ice w h i c h is no 
g r ea t e r t h a n he is p a y i n g t o - d a y . I s igned a brief r e se rva -
t ion myself t o t h a t R e p o r t . I do no t bel ieve it is in the. 
in te res t s of Br i t i sh a g r i c u l t u r e for t h e t e n a n t f a r m e r 
t o own bis own f a r m . I tun sat isf ied t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y 
of Br i t i sh f a r m e r s a re not in a pos i t ion t o spend t h e p u r c h a s e 
m o n e y w i t h o u t impove r i sh ing t h e f a r m or w i thou t s w e a t i n g 
t b e l abou r w h i c h t h e y employ . E i t h e r of these t h i n g s 
is b a d . a n d m y knowledge , I a d m i t de r ived t h r o u g h books , 
of wha t o b t a i n s w i t h r ega rd t o p e a s a n t p r o p r i e t o r s h i p in 
F r a n c e b y no m e a n s jus t i f ies m e in c o m i n g t o t l ie conclus ion 
t h a t p r i v a t e owner sh ip m e a n s an easier or a b e t t e r life for 
t h e ag r i cu l tu r i s t t h a n his be ing a t e n a n t , w h e t h e r it be a 
t e n a n t of t h e S t a t e , or w h a t e v e r t e n a n c y t h e r e be. T h e s e 
a r e t h e r easons w h y I r e fused t o s ign t h a t p o r t i o n of t h e 
R e p o r t wh ich r e c o m m e n d s th i s s cheme of S t a t e o w n e r s h i p ; 
b u t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s cheme t h a t is a d v o c a t e d is a s c h e m e 
u n d e r w h i c h a k ind of b a n k e r has t o be set u p w h i c h t h e 
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s t a t e is to guarantee, The haiiker is somehow of o ther 
to m a k e a profi t as be tween the S t a t e and t h e t e n a n t , ye t 
the t e n a n t is to get bis land a t sl ightly more , including the 
pu rchase of t h e freehold, t h a n t h e rent he is pay ing to-day, 

I should h a v e defined th is par t icu la r scheme as a scheme 
for p u t t i n g money in to t h e pockets of t he banke r s more t h a n 
in to t h e pocke t s of agr icul tura l t enan t s . I would have 
no th ing t o do wi th it . I believe it to be a bad th ing for 
t he t e n a n t f a rmer , and cer ta in ly a bad th ing for t he S ta te , 
while t h e b a n k e r gets wha t the re is t o be obta ined . Hon. 
Members opposi te , when they speak of t he effect of t he 
Budget t a x a t i o n u p o n the land, accuse some of us on this 
side of t h e House of w a n t i n g t o do th ings which would 
in ju re Bri t ish agr icul ture . My Fr iend behind me and 
myself would pu t a t a x on all t he land we could. Though 
we p u t a t a x upon land, we would relieve t be land of cer ta in 
burdens which it has t o bear to -day . T h e t a x would be 
upon t h e land value, and burdens would be removed 
f rom improvemen t s , so tha t t he position of t h e t enan t 
f a rmer would be ma te r i a l ly be t t e r t h a n it is now, wha teve r 
m i g h t be t h e posi t ion of t h e landlord. I shall vo t e against 
this pa r t i cu la r A m e n d m e n t , I do not th ink individual 
ownership is a pract ical t h ing for t h e t enan t f a rmer , and 
I am sure i t is n o t good for t be S ta te . T h e effect of i t 
m u s t necessari ly be to s t a r v e t h e land, to r educe wages, 
and to increase t h e n u m b e r of hours t he f a r m e r and his 
men h a v e to p u t in to the i r work. All these c i rcumstances 
have the i r effect on a. business where the re is too little 
capi ta l t o work wi th , as is the case wi th t h e t e n a n t f a rmers 
to-day . I t is calculated t h a t not more t h a n 10 per cent , 
would t a k e a d v a n t a g e of th is scheme, but I t h ink it would 
be a good deal neare r t h e m a r k if we were to say two per 
cent . Whereve r , w h e t h e r in t h e business of a t e n a n t 
f a r m e r or any o the r business, you h a v e a lack of capi tal , 
owing to t h e purchase money being invested in t h e land, 
leaving to o thers t h e t a sk of working the unde r t ak ing , t he 
resul t m u s t be t h e s t a rva t i on of t h e pa r t i cu la r indus t ry 
concerned. I n no case would t h a t be more likely to he t he 
experience t h a n in fa rming , and for those reasons 1 am 
absolute ly opposed t o t h e A m e n d m e n t . 

Captain Weigall : Hon . Members opposi te all over t h e 
c o u n t r y h a v e gone a b o u t saying t ha t what is known as 
Lloyd George f inance h a s no t hit t he agr icul tura l com-
m u n i t y . T h e whole of t he evidence given b y those who 
a re qualified to speak on this m a t t e r has cer ta inly been 
to t h e con t r a ry effect. Hon. Members opposite' m u s t 
know t h a t t h e landowner is a m a n first and not a philan-
thropis t , a n d if his p rope r ty apprec ia tes in value he is 
r e ady t o sell it. Mr. Hal l ' s evidence alone, w i thou t any 
o ther evidence, is sufficient to p rove t h a t it is no t the 
apprec ia t ion of t he va lue of agr icul tura l land t h a t has 
induced t h e landowners to sell. I n m y own experience, 
I know perfec t ly well t h e views t h a t a n i m a t e d t h e land-
owners whose p rope r ty I h a d to sell. T h e y said to them-
selves : " W e have been selected b y the Governmen t of t he 
day to h a v e imposed u p o n us burdens t h a t o ther sections 
of t h e c o m m u n i t y have n o t got to bear . Therefore t he t ime 
has now arr ived when we m u s t sell, even though it hu r t s 
those who a re f a r m i n g our p rope r ty . ' ' 1 suppose eve rybody 
in t he House will agree t h a t you a re n o t ent i t led, and t h a t 
no responsible G o v e r n m e n t is ent i t led , to a d v a n c e f u n d s 
which a r e p rov ided by t h e whole of t he t a x p a y e r s of t h e 
coun t ry for t h e relief of a n y one section of t he c o m m u n i t y . 
T h a t is a broad principle, b u t , so far as agr icul ture is con-
cerned, you have t o deal wi th an indus t ry in which forces 
opera te which do not ope ra te in a n y o ther i ndus t ry . I do 
not w a n t now to go f u r t h e r into t ha t quest ion, b u t let me, 
in answer to t he r emark of t he hon. Member about I re land, 
say t ha t I asked Sir George Murray this quest ion s imply 
and solely on f inance. W e all know, f rom the s t a t e of t h e 
finances of th i s c o u n t r y to -day , how it has been b rough t 
abou t . This is ne i ther t h e t ime nor t he D e b a t e to discuss 
those tilings, bu t suffice it to say t h a t owing to the, exist ing 
s t a t e of t h e finances of t h e coun t ry at present , t h e I r ish 
sys tem has no t been a success. Pure ly on f inance qua 
f inance I asked Sir George Mur ray :— 

Many witnesses have said w h a t is done for t be Ir ish 
f a rmer ought to be done for t h e Engl ish f a n n e r ? 

His answer to that was i— 

There is a great deal of difference between the position 
of t h e selling landlord in Ireland a n d t h e selling landlord 
in Eng land . I t is a lmos t a misuse of language to apply 
t he s ame t e r m to bo th . T h e landlord in Ireland, as 
everybody knows, is real ly very l i t t le more t h a n a rent-
charger . In Eng land , lie p robab ly supplies at least 
half the capi ta l . 

T h a t is tho answer to those who ask why you should no t 
h a v e t h e samo til ing done for t h e English t enan t f a rmer 
as we h a v e done for t h e Irish t e n a n t fa rmer . T h e two 
posit ions arc no t analogous in t he least. We talk a groat 
deal about ge t t ing people back to t h e land. I say if you 
can only keep t h e people on the land and out of t he shuns, 
which has been t h e p r o d u c t of commercial ism, you will 
improve you r na t ional charac te r , you will improve your 
nat ional phys ique , you will improve tho viri l i ty of the 
na t ion ; and , 1 ask, is no t t h a t a n asset wor th even a half 
per cent, in a. banker ' s scheme for S ta te -a ided purchase ? 
I a m perfect ly f ree to a d m i t t h a t oil pure financial g rounds 
t ha t t h a t scheme canno t possibly be defended, but the re 
are g rounds t h a t 1 say a re of far more va lue to t h e c o u n t r y 
as a whole t h a n purely pounds , shillings and pence. 1 
have spen t t h e whole of m y life in t h e agr icul tura l com-
m u n i t y . I want to see agr icul ture the p r e d o m i n a n t 
indus t ry of tho coun t ry . Af te r all, t he heal th and weal th 
of t h e na t ion depend on it more t h a n any o ther , and I 
do feel t h a t anyone who reflects on this ' aspect of tho 
ques t ion m u s t realise tha t t h e t a x p a y e r as a whole mus t be 
prepared to place his hand in his pocke t to a cer ta in e x t e n t 
ill relief of t he agr icul tura l indus t ry . I am h a p p y to t h ink 
tha t agr icul tur is t s as a whole can congra tu la t e themselves 
t h a t t he office of P res iden t of t h e Board of Agr icul ture 
is ill t he hands of a m a n who is sincere in his endeavours 
to help t he agr icul tura l indus t ry , and I believe t ha t t he 
r ight hon. Gen t l eman will give his greatest en thus iasm 
and devo te his grea tes t energies to t h e endeavour to m a k e 
it, as it should be, the p redominan t i ndus t ry in t he coun t ry . 
I a m perfec t ly cer ta in t h a t when the Governmen t passed 
the i r L a n d T a x legislation they never for one m o m e n t 
realised the effect it would have on the landed interest . 
1 a m no t going to accuse t h e m of imposing this t axa t ion 
wilfully on a n y one sect ion of t h e c o m m u n i t y , b u t now 
tha t t hey see w h a t t h e resul t has been on our grea tes t 
indus t ry , I mos t s t renuous ly appeal to t hem to endeavour , 
on the lines of the D e p a r t m e n t a l Commi t t ee ' s Repor t , 
to restore t h e feeling of securi ty t ha t the i r land t axa t i on 
lias t aken away . 

Captain Murray : My purpose in rising is to speak 
on this A m e n d m e n t f rom the point of view of Scot land , 
I atn no t qu i te cer ta in whe the r t he Mover in tended t h a t i t 
should app ly to Scot land . I can see only one Scotch 
Member present on t h e opposi te side, and be for t h e 
momen t is s i t t ing below t h e Gangway , pe rhaps t o show bis 
independence on this pa r t i cu la r po in t . T do no t see a n y 
o the r Scot t i sh agr icul tura l Members present to suppo r t 
t he A m e n d m e n t f rom the Conservat ive point of view. I a m 
s o m e w h a t surprised at this , because it is no t very long ago 
t hat t h e la te Leader of t h e Opposi t ion, speaking in Aberdeen , 
said t ha t t he extension of t he sys t em of small ownerships 
in Scot land was one of those causes which were very dear 
to his hea r t , Tt would be very in teres t ing to know whe the r 
or no t t he Unionis t p a r t y have now abandoned their policy 
of small ownerships in respect of Scot land. I do not believe 
t he re is ill Scot land any general desire for such a sys tem. 
T h e reasons have a l ready been given. T h e small f a r m e r 
in Scot land does not wish to hand icap himself b y t h e 
heavy b u r d e n of purchase . W h a t he desires, above all, is 
secur i ty of tenure . 

Mr. Jesse Collings : All t he Scot t i sh agr icul tura l associa-
t ions w i t h o u t except ion h a v e passed resolut ions ill its f avour . 

Captain Murray : B u t sincc t h e period when those 
resolut ions were passed we h a v e gone t h r o u g h several 
General Elect ions, and , w i t h one or two, or, pe rhaps , 
th ree except ions , t he Scot t ish agr icul tura l c o m m u n i t y 
a t those Elect ions have r epud ia t ed in t he s t ronges t possible 
m a n n e r t h e sys t em of smal l ownerships advoca ted in t h e 
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A m e n d m e n t . W h a t is most essent ia l t o p r o s p e r o u s 
ag r i cu l tu re , on t h e p a r t of e i ther smal l or l a rge f a r m e r s , 
is s ecu r i ty of t enu re . If s ecu r i ty of t e n u r e could be o b t a i n e d 
only by a s y s t e m of p u r c h a s e t h e r e would be a g r e a t deal 
to be said for t h e p roposa l . I a m h a p p y to s ay , however , 
tha t last y e a r wo were successful in pass ing t h e Sco t t i sh 
Small L a n d h o l d e r s Ac t , which c o n f e r r e d u p o n t h e smal l 
f a r m e r s of Sco t land t h a t m e a s u r e of s e c u r i t y of t e n u r e 
which is essential to t he i r p r o s p e r i t y . N o t on ly t h a t , 
but u n d e r t he s a m e A c t we secured for t h e Sco t t i sh agricul-
tu ra l c o m m u n i t y s o m e t h i n g wh ich is a l m o s t as i m p o r t a n t 
as secur i ty of t e n u r e n a m e l y , a fa i r r e n t . The re fo re , 
f rom the p o i n t of view of S c o t l a n d , t h e pol icy a d v o c a t e d 
in this A m e n d m e n t is not on ly whol ly u n n e c e s s a r y , bu t 
is not des i red by t h e Sco t t i sh ag r i cu l t u r a l c o m m u n i t y . 
T h e y h a v i n g secured secu r i ty of t e n u r e a n d a f a i r r en t , 
I look f o r w a r d , wi thout , a n y s u c h policy as t h a t now 
a d v o c a t e d , t o a p rospe rous f u t u r e for tiie smal l t e n a n t s 
a m o n g t h e Sco t t i sh ag r i cu l t u r a l c o m m u n i t y . 

Mr. E. J a r d i n e : T h e f a n n e r , as t h e ev idence g iven 
before t h e Commiss ion shows, does not w a n t as a, ru le 
to b u y his land , a n d p rac t i ca l l y all f a r m e r s were u n a n i m o u s 
in des i r ing t o r e m a i n t e n a n t s u n d e r t h e d u k e , or t h e lord, 
or t he r ich l and lord . T h e f a r m e r is wise in his gene ra t ion . 
Cer ta in ly , if be c o m e u n d e r t h e c o u n t y council or t h e 
S t a t e he wou ld h a v e t o p a y h igher r e n t , a n d he would 
receive m u c h less cons ide ra t e t e r m s t h a n he receives t o - d a y . 
I agree most of t h e f a r m e r s do n o t w a n t t o o w n t h e land ; 
t hey wou ld r a t h e r be t e n a n t s at u n e c o n o m i c r e n t s u n d e r 
generous l and lords , b u t it, is n o t in t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h e 
S t a t e t h a t t h e f a r m e r shou ld be l iving at, t h e s e u n e c o n o m i c 
r e n t s w h e n we c a n give h i m a n o p p o r t u n i t y of possess ing 
t he soil, m a k i n g h im m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e , a n d en r i ch ing t h e 
n a t i o n b y increas ing t h e e n e m y a n d t he effor t p u t i n to t h e 
land. 

Mr. King : I must, p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e on ly rea l ly p rac t i ca l 
p roposa l w h i c h we hea r f r o m t h e oppos i t e b e n c h e s is t h a t 
t h e t a x p a y e r shou ld p u t his h a n d in his pocke t a n d should 
find m o n e y so that, l and lo rds m a y b e pa id h igher prices 
1 ban t h e y o the rwi se could get in o rde r t h a t smal l ho ld ings 
should b e es tab l i shed . T h a t is t h e whole o b j e c t of t h i s 
A m e n d m e n t , a n d t h a t is t h e reason w h y we a r e h e r e th i s 
a f t e r n o o n . H a v i n g s t a t e d t h a t f a c t , 1 t h i n k 1 h a v e said 
e n o u g h t o j u s t i f y m y oppos i t ion t o t h i s A m e n d m e n t . 

Mr. George Rober ts : T h e pr inc ip le e m b o d i e d in th i s 
A m e n d m e n t is not a new one. b e c a u s e t h e r igh t hon . 
G e n t l e m a n w h o seconded it i n t r o d u c e d t h e s a m e p roposa l 
I be l ieve so f a r b a c k as 1884. T h o s e w ho care t o p e r u s e 
t h e speeches t h e n m a d e in a d v o c a c y of i t s a ims will find a 
r e m a r k a b l e l ikeness t o t h e speeches t o w h i c h w e h a v e 
l is tened t o - d a y . W e w e r e t h e n to ld i t was a m a t t e r of real 
u rgency . It was sa id t h a t if th i s p r inc ip l e w a s n o t speedi ly 
e m b o d i e d in legis lat ion t h a t o u r n a t i o n a l a g r i c u l t u r e 
would be i r r e p a r a b l y d a m a g e d , in f ac t , we were to ld t h a t 
t h e v e r y ex i s t ence of t h e E m p i r e d e m a n d e d i ts ea r ly con-
f i rma t ion . T h e r igh t hon . G e n t l e m a n oppos i t e a n d his 
p a r t y were in p o w e r for s o m e t w e n t y y e a r s succeeding t h e 
i n t roduc t i on of t h a t m e a s u r e , a n d n a t u r a l l y 1 a m inclined 
t o ask w h y , if th i s p r inc ip le was a m a t t e r of s u c h e x t r e m e 
u rgency , t h a t g rea t p a r t y , w i t h i ts a m p l e o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
fai led to pass legislat ion dea l ing w i t h t h e m a t t e r . 

Mr. Jesse Collings : H e a r . h e a r . 

Mr. George Roberts : I a m g lad to h a v e t he a s sen t 
of t h e r ight hon. G e n t l e m a n in t h a t respect . F o r m y 
own p a r t , 1 do not t h i n k it will be expec ted t h a t I shall 
subsc r ibe to t h a t pr inciple . I r ega rd it a s an e n d e a v o u r 
t o allow land lo rds t o u n l o a d the i r land a t e n h a n c e d prices. 
N o w we a rc told on t h e one h a n d t h a t r ecen t e n a c t m e n t s 
of P a r l i a m e n t h a v e so d a m a g e d t h e in te res t s of l and lo rds 
a n d o t h e r s that it is ab so lu t e ly essent ia l t h a t t h e S t a t e 
shou ld c o m e to the i r ass i s tance . On t he o t h e r h a n d , 
e v e r y b o d y k n o w s tha t t h e s t a t e of t h e l and m a r k e t is 
exceedingly p rosperous . W h e n a m u n i c i p a l i t y or a c o u n t y 
council , fo r in s t ance , p ropose t o a c q u i r e land u n d e r t h e 
Small Hold ings a n d A l l o t m e n t s Act we i m m e d i a t e l y f ind 
t h a t t h e pr ice of t h a t l and h a s e n o r m o u s l y increased in 
r ecen t t imes , t h e r e b y m a n i f e s t i n g , in m y opin ion , t h a t t he r e 

is no real basis in t h e a r g u m e n t pu t f o r w a r d on behalf of t he 
l and lo rds ' i n t e re s t . 1 t h i n k p e r h a p s t h a t recent, t e n d e n c i e s 
h a v e c o m b i n e d t o c r ea t e s o m e a p p r e h e n s i o n in t h e m i n d s 
of t h e l and lo rds . T h e v a l u a t i o n of n a t i o n a l land is pro-
ceeding, a n d if t he s t a t i s t i c s now be ing compi led a r e avai l -
ab le for pub l i c purposes , I t h i n k t h e y a p p r e c i a t e t h a t it 
m a y p u t a n end t o t he sale of l and a t u n d u l y in f l a t ed prices, 
i t m a y well be t h a t in a n t i c i p a t i o n of f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t s 
t h e y a re e x t r e m e l y a n x i o u s to get r id of l and a t t h e p re sen t 
t i m e in o rde r t h a t t h e y m a y realise h igher pr ices t h a n 
will be possible in t h e f u t u r e . 1 bel ieve it is pe r f ec t l y t rue , 
as t he p r e v i o u s speake r r e m a r k e d , t h a t a cons iderab le 
p r o p o r t i o n of t h e n a t i o n a l land is u n d e r h e a v y m o r t g a g e . 
I bel ieve th i s f a c t is v e r y largely respons ib le for t h e large 
sales w h i c h a r e now t a k i n g place. People see t h a t a t t h e 
p re sen t t i m e t h e y c a n c o m m a n d m u c h h igher pr ices t h a n a re 
likely t o e n d u r e , a n d t h a t by g e t t i n g rid of the i r l and 
t h e y c a n re l ieve t hemse lves of the i r m o r t g a g e l iabil i ty, 
a n d p r o b a b l y h a v e s o m e t h i n g left to secure to t h e m an 
income. Hon . G e n t l e m e n oppos i te w h o s u p p o r t t h i s 
A m e n d m e n t h a v e acknowledged t o - d a y t h a t t he i r whole 
p u r p o s e is t o get. S t a t e m o n e y for t he ass i s t ance of t h e 
f a r m i n g class. Inc iden ta l ly , I a m b o u n d to say I do no t 
t h i n k t h e f a r m e r would ge t t h e a d v a n t a g e of it. As 
f a r as 1 a m ab le t o conceive t h e c i r cums tances , t h e l and lord 
wou ld be ab le t o a p p r o p r i a t e it, all. W e k n o w that, be fore 
th i s i nqu i ry t h e t e n a n t f a r m e r s expressed no des i re for 
pu rchase , a n d t h e exper ience u n d e r t h e Ac t of 1892 shows 
t h a t only t w e n t y - n i n e p u r c h a s e s h a v e been m a d e even 
w i t h t h e a id of t he S t a t e . T h e smal l holdings inqui r ies 
c o n d u c t e d by t h e c o u n t y counci ls h a v e elicited t h e f u r t h e r 
f a c t t h a t not, m o r e t h a n 2 per cent , of t h e a p p l i c a n t s h a v e 
ever expressed a n y desire fo r pu rchase . T h e y w a n t s ecu r i ty 
of t e n u r e a n d fa i r r en t s . 

Mr. Wal te r Long : As t o t he sugges t ion t h a t t h e S t a t e 
p u r c h a s e of ho ld ings is going t o increase t h e pr ice of land, 
I t h i n k t h e hon . Members w h o h a v e s p o k e n f r o m t h a t poin t 
of view h a v e b e t r a y e d t h e m o s t c o m p l e t e i g n o r a n c e of 
t h e f a r m i n g classes. T h e y t a l k e d of t h e f a r m i n g classes 

I as if t h e y were fools a n d u n a b l e t o look a f t e r t hemse lves . 
T h e p roposa l be fo re th i s H o u s e is not, t h a t t he S t a t e should 
lend m o n e y in o rder t o increase t h e pr ice of land. H o n . 
G e n t l e m e n w h o m a d e t h a t s t a tement , h a v e t h e m s e l v e s 
c o n t r o v e r t e d a n d c o n t r a d i c t e d th i s asser t ion , because 
p a r t s of t he i r speeches h a v e been d e v o t e d t o s ay ing t h a t 
l and lo rds a re selling because t h e y a re g e t t i n g e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y 
good prices. If t h e y were t r y i n g t o sell, or g e t t i n g singu-
larly b a d prices, I t h i n k in t h a t case t h e y would hold on t o 
t h e l and , b u t if t h o u s a n d s of acres were being p u t up , 
a n d if t h e land was be ing sold f a r below i ts va lue , the re 
m i g h t be some jus t i f i ca t ion for the, s t a t e m e n t m a d e b y t h e 
hon . M e m b e r a n d his F r i e n d s t h a t we ask t h e m to accept 
ou r v iews because of t h e unsa leab le c h a r a c t e r of t h e l a n d or 
t h e lowness of t h e pr ices ob ta inab le . H o n . G e n t l e m e n 
a r e n o t go ing t o get rid of t h e f a c t t h a t s t a r e s t h e m in t he 
face , t h a t t h e increase in t h e n u m b e r of sales is u n d o u b t e d l y 
d u e to t h e a n x i e t y a n d ne rvousnes s connec ted w i t h recent 
legislat ion. W h a t is i t we a re t r y i n g t o do ? W e a re 
t a u n t e d b y lion. Member s oppos i t e t h a t we w a n t t o increase 
t h e va lue of t h e land so as t o p u t m o n e y in to t h e p o c k e t s 
of t h e owners . T h e po in t is no t t h a t l a n d o w n e r s canno t 
sell, for it is a n u n d o u b t e d f a c t t h a t t h e n u m b e r of sales 
is likely t o increase r a t h e r t h a n decrease , b u t y o u a re 
b rough t face to f ace w i t h t h e fact t h a t , unless s o m e t h i n g 
is done , a cons iderab le p r o p o r t i o n of t h e present, o c c u p y i n g 
t e n a n t s will h a v e t o g ive u p the i r f a r m s . T h a t is real ly 
t h e ques t ion which th is H o u s e is asked t o consider t o -day . 
I d o beg hon . G e n t l e m e n , w h a t e v e r m a y be the i r t endenc ies 
in regard t o land a n d l andowners , t o realise t h a t t h i s is a 
na t iona l q u e s t i o n a n d not one wh ich a f fec t s e i ther t h e land-
owner . t he t e n a n t f a r m e r , or t he l aboure r a lone. T h e 
o t h e r d a y we were discussing t h e q u e s t i o n of ra tes , a n d t he 
hon. Member for X e w c a s t l e - u n d e r - L y m e (Mr. W e d g w o o d ) , 
w h o is a l w a y s cou r t eous a n d k ind in his l anguage but 
qu i t e dec ided in s t a t i n g his views w i t h r ega rd t o l and , did 
not hes i t a t e to tell us w h a t he t h o u g h t ough t t o be d o n e 
in r ega rd to r a t i ng . I t is not only in respect of Govern -
ment legislat ion, it is not on ly in respec t of t h e D e a t h 
Dut ies , t h a t t h i s fear is e n t e r t a i n e d . T h e r e h a v e been 
l ively a l t e r ca t i ons m o r e t h a n once be tween t h e Chancel lor 
of t he E x c h e q u e r a n d m y hon. F r i e n d t h e Member for t h e 



March . 1912. Land Values Supplement . X I X . 

Chelmsford Divis ion (Mr. P r e t y m a n ) u p o n t h e Land 
Taxes . I t h a s been s t a t e d t h a t t he r e is no ev idence a t 
p r e s e n t t h a t an e x t r a b u r d e n has fal len 011 ag r i cu l tu re 
in consequence of t hese t axes . I t is u n d o u b t e d l y t r u e 
u p t o t h e p re sen t t i m e these p a r t i c u l a r t a x e s h a v e not 
fal len on t h e ag r i cu l tu ra l landlord . But w h a t does t h e 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r say ? T h e r ight hon . Gent le-
m a n h a s s t a t e d t h e case f r o m a t o t a l l y d i f fe ren t point of 
view. W h e n it was s t a t e d t h a t t h e B u d g e t of 1909-10 
h a d d o n e no h a r m to l and , m y hon . F r i end repl ied to t h e 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r , " W a i t a m i n u t e , it is n o t b y 
t h e r e v e n u e p r o d u c e d t o - d a y or t o - m o r r o w t h a t you m u s t 
j u d g e t h e m . " 

Mr. Leif Jones : T h e y d o not fall on ag r i cu l tu re . 

Mr. Wal te r Long : H o w do y o u know a n d how do we 
k n o w ? If t h e hon . M e m b e r will fo rg ive me , I p re fe r to t a k e 
t h e l a n g u a g e of M e m b e r s of t h e G o v e r n m e n t themse lves 
t o t h a t of a n y of the i r suppor t e r s . I h a v e no d o u b t t h a t 
t h e hon . G e n t l e m a n himself ha s m o s t benef icent i n t en t i ons 
w i t h r ega rd t o l and , b u t t h e r e a re G e n t l e m e n w h o sit nea r 
h im w h o a r e j u s t as c o m p e t e n t as he is t o p r o n o u n c e on 
th i s ques t i on , a n d I do n o t t h i n k t h e y sha re his views. 
I t is imposs ib le t o hold t h a t t h e y h a v e t e n d e r i n t en t ions 
t o w a r d s l andowner s , fo r t h e y h a v e no t . W e know per-
fec t ly well t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t h a v e s t a r t e d on a new 
s y s t e m of t a x a t i o n . W e know- t h a t t h e y c la im t h a t t hey 
a re going t o get v a s t r evenues out of th i s t a x a t i o n in 
f u t u r e . .Men would be m o r e t h a n h u m a n if t h e y d id no t 
look u p o n all t h i s w i t h a p p r e h e n s i o n a n d a n x i e t y , a n d if t h e y 
d i d no t s ay , as t h e y do say , t h a t i t is no t wise t o h a v e all 
you r eggs in one b a s k e t . However m u c h y o u m a y disl ike 
t h e idea , u n q u e s t i o n a b l y t h e ex is tence of th i s new m e t h o d 
of t a x a t i o n is t h e m a i n cause which has led t o t h e increase 
in t h e a m o u n t of l and w h i c h is p u t u p o n t h e m a r k e t for sale. 

Mr. Beale : A n d b o u g h t . 

Mr. Wal te r Long : I p r e s u m e it is b o u g h t by someone 
if it is sold. 

Mr. Beale : If it is bough t t h e r e is no app rehens ion 
a s t o t h e ef fects of t a x a t i o n . 

Mr. Wal t e r Long : T h e r e is a n o t h e r cons idera t ion . 
S o m e of t h e s e p u r c h a s e r s h a v e p r o b a b l y been carefu l 
s t u d e n t s of t h e Libera l p a r t y , a n d m a y h a v e said t o t hem-
selves, T h e Libera l p a r t y t h i n k m o r e of c o u n t i n g h e a d s 
t h a n t h e y do of t h e a c t u a l equ i ty of the i r t a x a t i o n , a n d if 
l and is d i s t r i b u t e d a m o n g s t a la rger n u m b e r of people 
it is less l ikely t o be t h e o b j e c t of Radical a t t e n t i o n t h a n 
i t ha s been in t h e p a s t . " B u t t h e m e r e fact t h a t someone 
is found t o b u y does not dispose of t h e s t a t e m e n t , which 
I m a k e de l ibe ra te ly , a n d which is p roved u p t o t h e hilt 
in t he r e p o r t of th i s Commiss ion , t h a t t h i s a n x i e t y , in 
consequence of n e w t a x a t i o n , has been t h e m a i n cause in 
b r ing ing a b o u t t hese sales. There m a y be o t h e r causes— 
m a n y poss ibly . I do no t care in t h e least a b o u t t h a t . 
I say y o u h a v e e m b a r k e d de l ibera te ly upon a s y s t e m of 
t a x a t i o n wh ich has caused th i s feel ing in t h e c o u n t r y , a n d 
t h a t is m y answer t o t h o s e G e n t l e m e n w h o tell us t h a t 
we h a v e 110 r igh t t o a sk t h e S t a t e t o in te r fe re in t h e m a t t e r 

The Pres ident of the Board of Agricul ture (Mr. R u n c i m a n j : 
N o d o u b t sales a r e t a k i n g place , a n d v e r y likely to t a k e p lace 
w i t h i n t h e n e x t y e a r or two , even t he next few- m o n t h s . 
As was p o i n t e d o u t , j u s t as t h e r e a re n u m e r o u s sellers 
so t he r e a r e n u m e r o u s buyers , a n d even m o r e b u y e r s 
t h a n s e l l e r s ; a n d t h e p rob l em which we h a v e t o face 
a t t he p r e s e n t t i m e is no t t h a t of enab l ing t h e l and lords 
t o get out easi ly. T h e p rob l em we h a v e t o f ace is g iv ing 
m o r e sense of s ecu r i ty t o t h e t e n a n t f a rmer s , who a re a f r a i d 
of dispossession or d i s t u r b a n c e owing t o t h e sale of these 
large es ta tes . 1 t h i n k th i s per fec t ly genuine a p p r e h e n s i o n 

has d ive r t ed t he whole d iscuss ion to a discussion o n t h e 
R e p o r t of t he C o m m i t t e e wh ich was set up b y m y right 
hon. F r i end prac t i ca l ly a y e a r ago. T h a t Repor t r eached 
m e on t he 10th or l l t l i J a n u a r y . 

T h e earl ier pa r t of t he Deba t e a p p e a r e d a t one t i m e to be 
pass ing in to channe l s t h a t would lead to a discussion of t h e 
Small Holdings Act of 1907 a n d t h e proceedings u n d e r tha t 
Ac t . T h e hon. G e n t l e m a n w h o m o v e d this A m e n d m e n t 
a n d who is a great a u t h o r i t y on agr icu l tu ra l ques t ions , 
crit icised iu some respec t t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h a t Act . 
I t h ink some of his cr i t ic isms would be easily m e t , 1 h a v e 
no d o u b t , b y t h e Small Ho ld ings C o m m i t t e e of his o w n 
c o u n t y , but t o one of his s t a t e m e n t s m a d e I m u s t g ive an 
e m p h a t i c con t r ad ic t ion , a n d t h a t is t h a t t h e cost of m a n a g e -
men t of c o u n t y council smal l holdings u n d e r The Small 
Holdings Act a m o u n t e d t o s o m e t h i n g like lf> pe r cen t , 
of t h e r e n t s of t hose holdings. He is l abour ing u n d e r a 
comple t e misapprehens ion . T h e a v e r a g e t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y is only 5 per cen t . 1 f a n c y that he has been 
confus ing t h e f igures of m a n a g e m e n t wi th t he pe rcen t ages 
which a r e charged for u p k e e p a n d repa i r s , which cer ta in ly 
in m a n y p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y h a v e a m o u n t e d to nea r ly 
as m u c h as 15 per cen t . But w h e n h e suggests t h a t t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t by c o u n t y councils ha s been expens ive , I 
would point o u t t h a t you c a n n o t s t a r t a sy s t em of th i s k ind 
w i t h o u t h a v i n g a larger p e r c e n t a g e of expense in m a n a g e -
m e n t t h a n when t h e s c h e m e has been in full swing and 
t h e n u m b e r of ho ld ings is large. 

1 r e m e m b e r w h e n t h e I r i sh L a n d A c t of 190:5 w as discussed 
w i t h o u t a n y ser ious oppos i t ion f r o m a n y q u a r t e r , we were 
to ld t h a t tin* p r o b l e m w e h a d t o dea l wi th would represen t 
a, cap i t a l of s o m e t h i n g like £100,000,000. T h e a m o u n t 
soon rose t o £150,000,000, a n d a f t e r a t ime , w h e n t h e 
finances of t h a t Act were inqu i red i n to a b o u t fou r yea r s 
ago, we found t h a t for t h e whole of t h e p u r c h a s e schemes 
which were m o r e or less in sight £180,000,000 would be 
requ i red . T h a t m e a n t a v e r y large u n d e r t a k i n g , a n d had 
it not been for t h e increase of t h e b o n u s t he r e is no d o u b t 
t h a t land p u r c h a s e in I r e l a n d would h a v e come to a s t a n d -
still because of t h e financial diff icul t ies . 

Mr. Wil l iam O'Brien : Y o u b rough t it t o a s tands t i l l . 

Mr. R u n c i m a n : 1 en t i re ly d i sagree w i t h t h e lion. 
G e n t l e m a n . I h a d t h e h o n o u r of p res id ing over t h e Com-
m i t t e e which went in to t h e finance of t h e Irish L a n d Ac t , 
a n d it was because t h e f inance of t h e or iginal Act was 
u n s o u n d t h a t you were b o u n d to h a v e a n ex tens ion of t h e 
S t a t e c red i t a n d t he r e h a d t o be a n A m e n d m e n t of t h e 
P u r c h a s e Act of 1903. T h e r e was a b o n u s of £12,000,000, 
a n d we do no t k n o w w h a t t h e u l t i m a t e a m o u n t will be in 
I r e l a n d . T h a t is a s t a t e m e n t of f ac t , a n d on t h a t p o i n t 
t h e r e is no d i s a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n us, b u t if we a r e going 
t o e m b a r k u p o n a s imi lar s cheme for E n g l a n d we shall 
w a n t not £12,000,000 or £18,000,000, b u t £120,000,000, 
or £180,000,000. T h a t is a t a sk u p o n w h i c h no G o v e r n m e n t 
c a n e m b a r k . N o G o v e r n m e n t cou ld u n d e r t a k e i t , a n d , 
w h a t is more , t h e r e is no S t a t e w h i c h would c o n t e m p l a t e 
floating £1,000,000,000 or £1,200,000,000 w i t h o u t comple t e ly 
wreck ing t h e who le financial s t ab i l i t y of t h e c o u n t r y . I 
do no t k n o w how t h e lion. B a r o n e t t h e M e m b e r for t h e City 
(Sir F . B a n b u r y ) would view t h e floating of £18,000,000 to 
£20,000,000 in Eng l i sh l and s tock o n t h e L o n d o n m a r k e t 
eve ry yea r . I r e m e m b e r t h e c o m p l a i n t s which were 
m a d e in r e g a r d t o t h e f loa t ing of t h e I r i sh land s tock , a n d 
fo rmer ly we were told t h a t m a n y of t h e hon . B a r o n e t ' s 
c o n s t i t u e n t s were t h e n s en t ou t of ex is tence . T h e f a c t is 
t h a t th i s feel ing of a l a r m which has been re fe r red t o is t o 
be found on ly in one q u a r t e r of t h e agr icu l tu ra l in te res t . 

On a d iv i s ion , Mr . S t a n i e r ' s A m e n d m e n t was d e f e a t e d b v 
188 vo te s t o 132. 
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The Coal Strike. 

On F e b r u a r y 29th t h e miners of t h e c o u n t r y c a m e out 
on strike in a b o d y for a M i n i m u m Wage , a n d as w e go to 
press t h e strike, w h i c h has lasted for the in terven ing foui-
weeks , s e e m s about at an end. 

The serious nature of th i s crisis, wh ich has threatened 
t o dis locate a n d paralyse the industries of the country , 
has forced t h e G o v e r n m e n t to intervene and a t t e m p t 
t o sett le the differences be tween t h e miners a n d the owners 
b y legis lat ion. The strike has been prec ipi tated b y the 
gr ievance k n o w n as the " abnormal place " and t h e con-
sequent risk of ge t t ing l itt le or no wages for work done. 
For these workers, a n d for the d a y workers a n d boys, 
number ing it is said but a fraction of t h e whole , an a r m y 
of a mill ion miners have deserted the mines a n d ceased 
producing . The d e m a n d was made t h a t a m i n i m u m 
wage, according to s ta ted schedules in t h e various districts, 
should be paid t o all coal hewers, while the d a y workers 
shou ld be paid a m i n i m u m wage of 5s. per d a y and 
boys 2s. per d a y . 

The G o v e r n m e n t h a v e rushed through Par l iament a 
M i n i m u m W a g e Bill which is considered t o be a compromise . 
T h e y h a v e refused to insert the Miners' Schedule , or to 
a d d the 5s. and the 2s. wage rates to the Act . All t h e y 
can see fit t o do is to prov ide machinery for w-ages to be 
set t led b y negot ia t ion b e t w e e n the miners and the owners . 
This measure is on ly a t e m p o r a r y expedient , a n d it is 
absurd t o suppose t h a t a n y o n e can or will be bound b y it, 
for w h i l e ' t h e d e m a n d s we h a v e ment ioned are t h e po ints 
i m m e d i a t e l y at issue, th is strike is u n d o u b t e d l y a sign of 
m u c h deeper and more fundamenta l gr ievances . Like 
the rai lway, dock and transport strikes of last a u t u m n , 
it is an outbreak of the general unrest and d i scontent 
a m o n g t h e working sect ion of t h e populat ion , w h o are 
b e c o m i n g a l i ve to the fact t h a t for all their toil t h e y get 

but a miserable share of the weal th produced and h a v e t o 
s u b m i t to condi t ions of veri table s l a v e r y which rob t h e m 
of t h e c o m f o r t s a n d m a n y necessaries of life. 

The cessat ion of this str ike d o e s not mean a n end 
of industrial troubles , e v e n for a t ime . The dissat i s fact ion 
on all s ides is t oo keen a n d the recogni t ion of the injust ice 
of the ex i s t ing social order is t o o widespread for a n v 
permanent peace. The problem of low wages , p o v e r t y , 
u n e m p l o y m e n t , a n d of the hard s truggle most men h a v e 
t o earn a l iv ing, has been put t o the nat ion a n d t h a t 
problem will not rest until the so lut ion is found. 

As R u s k i n lias well said, " Soc ie ty mus t set t le this problem, 
or it will s e t t l e s o c i e t y . " In land v a l u a t i o n and T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values t h e G o v e r n m e n t h a v e the so lut ion in the 
hol low of their hands . T h e miner a n d the o ther over-
worked and underfed mil l ions want the ir place in t h e sun, 
and how t h e y can obta in th i s in t h e t e e t h of a close and 
cruel m o n o p o l y of the natural reservoirs of all w e a l t h 
is difficult to see. T h e min ing quest ion , like t h e hous ing 
quest ion, is but a different n a m e for the land quest ion, a n d 
a n y a t t e m p t e d partial so lut ion is just so m u c h pa tch -work 
d o o m e d t o c o m e to pieces in the hands of its i l l - informed 
promoters . T h e lesson of all such partial s c h e m e s is 
writ plain in past legis lat ion ; t h e y w h o would so lve 
social problems must go to t h e root cause of the ir ex i s tence . 
Debates in Parl iament . 

In the S u p p l e m e n t to the current issue we report two-
important debates , one 011 rat ing reform, and the other on 
housing, which have been held in t h e House of C o m m o n s 
during the past month . On the 6 th March Mr. J o s i a h C. 
W e d g w o o d m o v e d a resolution, s econded by Sir W m . P . 
By le s , urging that local author i t i es should be g iven p o w e r 
to raise local revenues b y rates upon land values only, the 
present rates u p o n bui ld ings and i m p r o v e m e n t s t o be 
ent ire ly r e m o v e d . This proposal . Mr. W e d g w o o d sa id , 
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merely followed out the report of the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons on the Land Values Taxation (Scot-
land) Bill, 1906, which declared in favour of blotting out 
entirely from the assessment rolls the value of buildings, 
erections of all kinds, and fixed machinery, and levying 
rates on the value of the land alone. He wanted the 
House of Commons to endorse the report of that Committee, 
and urged upon the Government the adoption of legislation 
which would provide the local authorities with the new-
powers. An interesting debate followed, but the motion 
was " talked out " at the instance of a Liberal member, 
Mr. Handel Booth. The House was thus deprived of an 
opportunity of showing how its members now stand on this 
most urgent reform. The position of the Government was 
stated by Sir Rufus Isaacs, the Attorney-General. How-
ever much they might agree with Mr. Wedgwood in principle 
they could not declare any opinion until they had the 
report of the Departmental Committee on Local and 
Imperial Taxation, who were making full inquiry into the 
whole subject, 

It may be true that the hands of the Government are 
tied at the present moment, but despite their decision to 
await the report of a " Committee of Experts ," they are 
pledged over and over again, by the statements of'their 
responsible Ministers, to the reform in rating Mr. Wedgwood 
and his colleagues have urged upon them. 

The Government's Pledges. 

i In February, 1906, Mr. Asquith, when Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, said in reply to a deputation of local rating 
bodies who presented a petition in favour of the rating of 
land values signed by 518 local councils :— 

I have always regarded this movement properly under-
stood as being not a derogation from, but as an assertion 
of, the rights of property. The two principles upon 
which it is founded seem to me to be based on common 
sense and equity. The first is that those who benefit 
by public improvements, those who especially benefit by 
public improvements, should contribute their fair share 
to the cost of them. The next is—and I think it right 
and just—that the community should reap the benefit 
of the increased values which are due to its own expendi-
ture and its own growth. We (the Government) desire 
to have t ime to carefully consider the best way of giving 
effect to the principles I have enunciated. I believe we 
shall arrive at a more satisfactory and more permanent 
result if we allow ourselves a little t ime and patience for 
the consideration of this problem than if we were to 
introduce a comparatively small and piecemeal instalment 
of the reform we all desire. 

That s tatement was made six years ago, and the local 
authorities are still waiting for' the " satisfactory and 
permanent result," unless perhaps they are to be 'hood-
winked into believing that the share they were promised 
of the truly " small and piecemeal " Budget land value 
duties is a fulfilment of this pledge. B u t how much more 
t ime does the Government require ? Far from giving 
effect to the principle of the Rating of Land Values, they 
make the plea at this late date that the whole question is 
mb judice, and that their judgment, even on the merits 
of the case, is suspended until the " Committee of Experts " 
has submitted its report. This Committee should not be 
sitting now. The t ime is long overdue for the appointment 
of a Committee, not to manufacture opinion for the Govern-
ment, but to discuss the practical application of the 
principle and draft a Government Bill to put it into effect 
without delay. 

How Much Longer ? 
The history of the matter is well within recollection. 

The Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill was read a second 
time on the 23rd March, 1906, by a majority of 258. At 
the end of the same year the Select Committee recom-

mended that that Bill be not further proceeded with, but 
that- a measure be introduced to make provision for a 
valuation of all land in Scotland, apart from the buildings 
and improvements upon it. This Bill was introduced on 
13th May, 1907. The Bill stipulated for the valuation being 
made year by year (the established system in Scotland since 
1854), and it contained the excellent and salutary provision 
that landowners were obliged, according to the principle of 
the 1854 Act. to return in the first instance the value of 
their land. It was twice passed by the House of Commons 
and twice rejected by the House of Lords. A similar 
measure was promised for England, but- for reasons which 
need not be discussed was never introduced. In 1909 
there came the Budget with its provision for a complete 
and separate valuation over the whole Kingdom, which 
the Government, yielding to the pressure of the landed 
interest, undertook to carry out- themselves. Three more 
years have gone by, and it is becoming daily more evident 
that the whole scheme will have to be drastically revised. 
The valuation, owing to the difficulties and complexities 
which the Government have foolishly allowed to be intro-
duced, and owing to its failure to oblige the owners to 
return their own valuation, has hardly passed the initial 
stage. At- the present rate of progress it is officially stated 
the valuation will not be completed till about March 1915, 
more than nine years after Mr. Asquith asked for time to 
" consider the best way tc give effect to the principle." 
This means that in 1915 we shall have the value of the 
land as at 1909. It will be out of date and useless for 
the purpose of local rating reform or for a national levy 
upon land values over the whole kingdom. How much 
more time does the Government want ? If it is true to its 
pledges, an inquiry into the valuation is imperative so that 
steps may be taken at once to expedite it, to bring it up 
to date, and to have it periodically revised so that the 
Treasury and the local authorities may have the machinery 
for carrying out those reforms that are so long overdue. 
The Unionist Housing Bill. 

On the 15th March the Second Reading of the Housing 
of the Working Classes Bill, introduced by Sir Griffith 
Bosc-awen, was taken. The main features of this Bill are 
(1) the appointment of three Housing Commissioners 
under the Local Government Board, with wide powers 
to speed up the administration of existing Acts, and to 
supervise and direct the operations of the local authorities 
under these Acts ; (2) the provision of a State grant of 
£500,1X10 a year to assist local authorities in improvement 
and reconstruction schemes and to provide compensation 
to slum owners in certain circumstances ; (3) the payment 
by the Treasury of the salaries of the Commissioners and all 
expenses incurred by them ; (4) power to a local authority 
to advance 90 per cent, of a workman's dwelling instead of 
80 per cent, as provided in the Small Dwellings Acquisition 
Act, 1899. 

The supporters of the Bill built their case on the appalling 
evils of bad housing which previous legislation had 
altogether failed to alleviate, and quoted numerous instances 
of overcrowding and disgraceful conditions. In particular, 
emphasis was laid on the fact that under the Housing and 
Town Planning Act only 116 cottages had been built by 
local authorities, and in the last three years 1,344 houses 
had been closed. Therefore more encouragement must be 
given for the construction of housing accommodation to 
replace the condemned dwellings. There was no sin 
in devoting half a million to this purpose if it was right 
to spend £1,000,000 in straightening roads or £1,000,000 for 
sanatoria, or £9,000,000 for cottages in Ireland. To our 
mind there is no difference in principle. This Con-
servative Bill is only a leaf out of the book of recent 
Liberal legislation : State aid in every direction and 
State subsidies to help the victims of an unjust social 
order. So-called reformers, led astray on this dangerous 
road, have no reply to the plausible and alluring 
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arguments of the Conservatives, and it is little wonder that 
as many as twenty-eight Liberal and Labour Members went 
into the Lobby in favour of the Bill. 

A Bad Principle. 
The rejection of the Second Reading of the Bill was 

moved by Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, and we congratulate him 
011 his able analysis of this abortive attempt to patch up the 
futile housing legislation for which the Liberal, Conservative 
and Labour parties have alike been responsible. We cannot 
do better than commend our readers to study his exposure 
of the finance and the economics of this measure. It is an 
example of the autocratic and reactionary rut into which 
modern legislation is leading—the principle that the 
industrial classes can only remain in poverty and com-
parative destitution and be content to share the charitable 
gifts of an all-wise Parliament, subsidised bv taxes levied 
indiscriminately upon rich and poor, while its officials, 
clothed in the authority of the State, regulate the lives of 
the least fortunate. 

The solution of the housing question is to be found only 
in the solution of the poverty question, and until the 
Liberal and Labour parties see this they can offer nothing 
to the working classes in the way of better houses that tlie 
Conservatives have not offered in this Bill. The cause of 
bad housing, of low wages and the poverty that robs the 
people, lies altogether in unjust taxation, and the solution 
is admirably stated by Mr. Wedgwood in this debate :— 

If you really want to see cheap and good houses you 
must do as you did in 1846. When you wanted cheap 
and good bread, you took off the Bread Tax. Will you 
now take off the House Tax ? At present, where the 
rates amount to 10s. in the £ that equals a 50 per cent, 
tax on every new house. Take off that tax, remove the 
rate from the house, and then see whether you do not 
get cheap and good houses. Go further, and do not 
only take off the rate from the house, but put a stop to 
the privilege which people at present enjoy of keeping 
back land which is wanted for building.' Stop that 
privilege by putting a substantial tax and a substantial 
rate upon the value which they ask for their land, and 
which they keep back until the building trade is willing 
to buy. In that way you would break down the land 
monopoly, you would let houses be built freely, and you 
would encourage building throughout the length and 
breadth of the country, instead of spasmodically here 
and there dealing with a particular slum area. We want 
to put a stop to those bad laws of the past which strangled 
building, and are strangling building enterprise to-day, 
and which were made b y landlords for the benefit of 
landlords. 

The Backsliding of the " Daily News." 
In dealing with Mr. J. C. Wedgwood's motion for the 

reform of Local Taxation by the Bating of Land Values, 
in the House of Commons on 6th March (reported on 
another page), the DAILY NEWS of the following ( iay 
stated its disagreement with his view that the whole of 
local rating should be levied on land value. It was not 
always thus with the DAILY NEWS. AS we quoted in our 
January issue, ten years ago it strenuously advocated the 
complete transfer of all rates to site value and advised the 
Progressive Party in municipal politics to press for this 
full step. Tliis bold and radical pronouncement of the 
NEWS SO long ago greatly encouraged those working in 
the municipal movement for the Rating of Land Values, 
which culminated in the convincing Report of the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons on the Land Values 
(Scotland) Bill, 1908. 

Our readers, and the readers of the DAILY NEWS, know 
the history of the case. The Lords' mutilation of the 
Government Bill arising out of this Report was directly 
responsible for the Land Clause of the 1909 Budget, which 

in turn provided the motive for the drawing of the Lords' 
teeth. We are puzzled to know, and many Progressives we 
are sure will be in a like frame of mind, why the DAILY NEWS 
should go back on its former clear lead, and lag behind the 
Report of a House of Commons Committee appointed 
by Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman and presided over by 
the Lord Advocate. 

A Bonus (o Slum Landlords. 

Confirmation of this weakening in principle on the part 
of the NEWS is furnished in its issue of March 15th. Com-
menting on Sir Griffith Boscawen's Housing of the Working 
Classes Bill, it bestows a certain measure of praise on this 
effort of " Tory democracy." " T h o u g h imperfect," it 
says, " Sir A. Griffith Boscawen's measure is easily im-
provable, and we are strongly of opinion that it should be 
accorded the encouragement of a second reading." 

So short a time ago as December 9th last, in a long 
editorial the NEWS condemned the Bill in no uncertain 
manner. This criticism was reproduced in January LAND 
VALUES. It wisely pointed out that there can be no 
solution of the Housing Question if it is treated " atomi-
cally," and that every housing reform scheme must be 
related to the Budget which is going to give us a universal 
valuation of the land. 

Why this volte face ? Why should the Bill with its 
million pound fund be in December 1911 " simply a bonus 
to the slum landlords which would not carry housing reform 
very far," and in March 1912 be accorded the encourage-
ment, of a second reading ? In December the NEWS 
said :— 

We shall have the correct measure provided by tho 
land valuation under Mr. Lloyd George's Budget.' . . . 
If housing is treated atomically without relation to other 
parts of a general scheme of social repair, the treatment 
is certain to be costly and futile. Housing must be 
related to the Budget, which will give us a universal land 
valuation, which has given us land taxes designed to 
drive building land into the market, and which has 
provided a precedent for extension to agricultural land. 

The Yawning Chasm. 
Whatever has come over the NEWS that it blows hot and 

cold on the Taxation of Land Values ? We do wish it 
would make up its mind on the subject. The question is 
quite simple. Can the housing problem or any part, of it 
be solved apart from the Taxation of Land Values ? If 
not, then it is the duty of the NEWS to measure every 
pioposal by that standard. If Liberal journals are to 
countenance Tory Purchase Bills for the solution of the 
housing problem, which " in essence are proposals for 
bonuses to slum landlords," wherein lies the dividing line 
between Liberalism and Toryism ? " Here," said Sir 
Henry Campbell-Bannerman, speaking on the question at 
Leeds in 1903, " you have perhaps the clearest example in 
present politics of the cardinal, abiding, and necessary 
difference between the Liberal Party and our opponents. 
It, is here that, lies the chasm yawning between us athwart 
almost every public question." Why cannot the DAILY 
NEWS come down on one side of this chasm and s tay 
there ? There is no middle course. A policy of vacilla-
tion on a matter of cardinal and abiding difference between 
Liberalism and Toryism can lead to nowhere but opposition 
to sound Liberal views on the subject. 

" Labour Loaves ! " 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, at, Radcliffe near Bury, on 

Sunday, March 10th. told his audience that—" Labour 
Loaves were becoming the loaves which the Liberal and 
Tory parties alike would have to make use of in whatever 
baking they made themselves responsible for." Such a 
conclusion may be highly satisfactory to Labour leaders 
and the Labour Party ; but they would do well constantly 
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to bear in mind that the nutritive value of loaves does not 
depend upon the brand or label but the quality of the flour 
of which they are composed. They should, therefore, see 
to it that the flour is of the right quality, or the loaves 
are likely to prove of little or no value, whoever may be 
responsible for the baking. 

A Hastings Rating Anomaly. 
The announcement in our advertisement columns 

that there is freehold land to be bought in Lower Park 
Road, Braybrooke Road, and Cornwallis Gardens, will 
come as a surprise to those who thought that the ground 
landlords would retain this land as leasehold till the end 
of time. The price mentioned (£4 10s. a foot frontage, 
with a depth of 150 feet) cannot possibly be considered as 
anything but cheap. I t is doubtful whether there are 
other towns of s ixty thousand inhabitants where land 
within three-quarters of a mile of its very centre, facing 
a public road and overlooking a charming park, can be 
bought at anything like this figure. The complaint 
about the impossibility of obtaining freehold land for 
modern houses is gone, and it is to be hoped that within 
a comparatively short period all these sites may be 
covered with thc style of dwellings wanted in Hastings.—• 
H A S T I N G S A N D S T . L E O N A R D S O B S E R V E R , l G t h M a r c h . 

We are informed by a local correspondent that the plots 
referred to by thc OBSERVER have been assessed for local 
rates at an annual value, of 25s. to 30s. per acre. The 
selling price works out at over £1,300 per acre, or at 860 to 
1,120 t imes the annual value for rating purposes. The 
question is not whether the land is cheap or dear. An 
owner who studies his own interests will sell his land at the 
best price it. will command, and he should be perfectly free 
to do so. But he should not be exempt from taxation so 
long as he prefers to withhold his land from its best use 
while waiting for someone to buy it from him at its real 
value. This case illustrates clearly the injustice of the 
existing method of taxation and rating. If £1,300 is the 
actual value of the land, the owner should have been paying 
rates and taxes on that basis. The value of his land is due 
to nothing he has done, but is due to the growth and enter-
prise of the community, and it should therefore be the 
standard of his contribution, both to the State and to the 
local authority. But the present system gives him an unfair 
advantage, taxing and rating him only on the value of the 
use to which he decides to put his land. Exemption from 
rates and taxes encourages him to speculate with his land 
and prevents the application of labour and capital to it 
on the part of others who have quite as much right to use 
it as he has. 

The Surveyors' Institution—Continued. 
Mr. Edwin Savill's further statement on the Single Tax 

on Land Values at the Surveyors' Institution (vide the 
ESTATES GAZETTE, 16th March) has the appearance of 
a pathetic breakdown compared with what at first seemed 
t o be a searching, if a professional, examination into 
the policy of the United Committee. Mr. Savill takes 
the Committee and LAND VALUES a trifle seriously. We 
think he is quite right, and wish him success in his 
very laudable at tempt to waken up his fellow surveyors 
on the subject. Land Values Taxation must be quite a 
new survey for them, and he must not complain, nor be 
downhearted, if at first they fail to grasp its relationship 
to their ordinary duties. We know what this wakening 
up of dull minds is, and Mr. Savill has our sympathy. Nor 
is this an empty platitude, for we posted a copy of the 
March issue of LAND VALUES, along with other explana-
tory literature, to some 4,600 members of the Surveyors' 
Institution. This by way of doing what, we could to help 
Mr. Savill in his endeavour to reveal to his " c o m r a d e s " 
the why and wherefore of our policy, and in the hope of 
making new friends and adding to our subscribers' list. 

The Surveyors' Institution was to us a new and unculti-
vated field, and like all such, when the gate is open to us, 
we are always ready to step inside. And we have succeeded, 
as we usually do. We have helped Mr. Savill, we have dis-
covered new friends, and won some promising new subscribers. 

The Surveyors' Institute has published Mr. Savill's 
address and the debate following in a 42-page pamphlet, 
with an attractive cover. Some 23 pages are devoted to 
the discussion which followed the reading of the paper. 
The best we can say about this " criticism " of the Single 
Tax movement—both paper and discussion—is that we 
have heard it all before, not once but often, during the past 
twenty years, at literary debating societies. The views of 
those societies, often graced with much literary merit., 
never saw the light of day. No doubt they would have 
done so if the members could have afforded the luxury of 
seeing their " del iverance" in print. Nevertheless, we 
enjoyed reading this publication from cover to cover. 

In the course of the discussion Mr. Pollock, K.C., M.P. 
(Visitor), said :— 

No movement of recent years had been conducted 
so continuously with such a sustained effort, by means 
so subtle and supported by so much energy and acumen 
as the campaign to throw all the taxes upon the land. 
The real need at that t ime was for some sort of primer, 
synopsis, or small book, which would convey to members 
of the general public, who had not their opportunities, 
some intimation of the fallacies contained in the proposal 
before they cast in their lot and started with others down 
the slippery slope. 

If we may, we cordially second this passionate cry for some 
''sort of primer, synopsis, or small book." If it is prepared 
by our critics at the Surveyors' Institution it will be a, 
welcome contribution to the literature of the movement, , 
which hitherto, as the Lord Advocate has often declared, 
has assumed such dry, arid, argumentative ground that the. 
subject must appear to his fellow countrymen to be a dull, 
and dreary business. 

The State's Deep Pocket. 
Speaking at the Mansion House on the 28th February in 

support of the London School of Tropical Medicine, Mr. 
Lewis Harcourt, Colonial Secretary, said :— 

There was a curious popular misconception of the 
riches and resources of the State ; it was regarded by 
many as a sort of anonymous millionaire with a bottom-
less purse. As a matter of fact, the State was an incor-
poreal entity in a condition of chronic bankruptcy, and was 
only saved from insolvency by frequent and legalised 
raids on the pockets of the taxpayers. It was only by 
the imposition of new and higher taxes that these 
demands for vicarious generosity could be fulfilled. 

The curious misconception is by no means purely a 
" popular " one, for the idea has been advertised from the 
housetops by eminent politicians and by all the good, kind, 
clever people who wish to make it appear that social 
reform begins and ends with State assistance to the poor 
by making raids upon State funds. The question as to 
whether these " legal ised" raids are obtained through 
just or unjust taxation does not enter their heads. 
Mr. Lewis Harcourt might suitably repeat his 
shrewd statement, to his colleagues in the Liberal 
Cabinet who have in recent years prostituted Liberalism 
before the false gods of " money for social reform," 
and whose latest experiment in the " vicarious, 
generosity " he has condemned is the State contribution 
of " 2d. per week " for the insurance of the sick and the 
unemployed. This and other doles have rendered necessary 
not only the imposition of new and higher taxation, based 
largely on no satisfactory principle, but has prevented the 
abolition of sources of revenue which oppress the poor, 
restrict trade, and do the gravest harm to industry. 
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Liberal Ministers have more than once made the great 
schemes of " social reform," by distributing State moneys 
on a liberal scale, the excuse for maintaining the tea du ty 
and the sugar tax, and wild excursions into a bastard kind 
of Fabian Socialism have hidden and all but strangled the 
t rue work of Liberalism. A Government which came into 
power to remove burdens, to abolish unjust taxation, to 
set free the springs of industry and to fight the monopolies 
which still hold their grip upon the nation has succeeded 
only in maintaining taxation, adding to the burdens upon 
industry and leaving the power of monopolv pret ty much 
as they found it. 

The " Times " on the Position of the Labour Party. 
Commenting on Mr. Ramsay Macdonald's a t tack on 

Mr. Asquith, T H E T I M E S (March 12th, 1912) says :— 
What is evident is t ha t the Labour Par ty is in a very 

awkward position, and somebody must be made a scape-
goat. . . . Mr. Asquith has a t least laboured earnestly to 
secure a settlement. What has Mr. Macdonald done ? 
What have the Labour Par ty done ? They have cut the 
same ridiculous figure as in the. railway strike, and have 
been revealed to the public gaze as perfectly helpless when 
anything real happens, and with no more influence over 
the actual labour movement than a private citizen. 
Others, more partial to the Labour Pa r ty than T H E T I M E S , 

are making the same comments, are asking the same ques-
tions. Why do they seem so helpless " when anything real 
h a p p e n s " ? The answer, we think, is perfectly obvious. Like 
so many other well-meaning publicists and politicians, the 
Labour Pa r ty have no reliable guidance to offer, for they have 
yet to learn to discriminate between what the working classes 
generally have a right to demand as men, as citizens, and 
what they can only more humbly ask for as alms or as doles, 
and on humanitar ian grounds. The present system of 
land-tenure and taxat ion places them at a great disad-
vantage, impoverishes them, and enthrals them. They 
are in revolt against the conditions of life and industry thus 
created. They know they are impoverished and denied 
their share of the good things of life, of the things that 
make life human and woi th living. They know they are 
wronged, disinherited, and dispossessed ; but they know 
not how their rights as men and as citizens can be restored 
to them. Vague talk about the necessity to nationalise, 
socialise, municipalise, or even inter-nationalise, all the 
means of production and exchange, does not satisfy them. 
Nor are they willing to await the inevitable (?) passing 
away of " the capitalistic system of production." They 
want something now and a t once, and something to which 
they can show an indisputable moral claim. Until the 
Labour Pa r ty can tell them what this is and how it can be 
secured, they will necessarily remain " with no more 
influence over the actual labour movement than a private 
citizen." When they learn to do so, they will no longer 
be open to the reproach of being " perfectly helpless when 
anything real happens "—and many real things will happen. 

Disobedience to Law. 
On Sunday, March 10th, the Archbishop of Canterbury 

preached in Westminster Abbey, by invitation of the Dean, \ 
with special reference to the present economic crisis. Save 
admit t ing, " as outside the range of question, four facts : 
the existence or immediate prospect of distress ; its purely 
human origin ; its widespread, almost universal, ramifica- : 
tion ; and, lastly, the discredit or even shamefulness of a 
Christian community being powerless, peaceably and 
Christianlv, to set it r i gh t "—we do not think the Primate 's 
eloquent discourse threw much light on his subject. One 
point, however, he raised well worthy the earnest considera-
tion of all thoughtful men, when he said :—" I do not think 
it can be denied tha t in recent years in this country the 
sense of the reverence due to law—written and unwrit ten— 
to law as law—has become weakened to a curious degree." 

The Primate might even have used a stronger word than 
"curious," say dangerous. Nor is the reason far to seek. 

Existing laws—the more important and far-reaching of 
which we have inherited from a bygone age, when might' 
alone made right and conferred "rights, or, more truly'.-
privileges—arc not based upon reason nor upon justice, 
but upon established habits, mere use and wont. HenCe 
reverence for them, foT law as law, necessarily becomes 
weakened as soon as men commence to subject t o the test 
of reason the social or political customs, laws, and institu-
tions which so powerfully affect their lives, determining 
as they do their social, economic, and industrial conditions. 
As George Eliot makes one of her favourite characters 
say :—" I reverence the law, but not where it is a pretext 
for wrong, which it should be the very object of law to 
hinder. . . . T hold it blasphemy to say tha t a man 
ought not to fight. ag; : . , ,c a u t h o r i t y : there is no great 
religion and no great freedom tha t has not done it, in the 
beginning." To our mind this open revolt against unjus t 
laws is a sign of virility, a sign tha t " England's greatness 
is not on the wane," that , to use the Primate 's words, " a t 
the core our nation's fai th and courage are genuine and 
strong, and tha t the call of du ty can evoke them still." For 
we hold t h a t : — 

" While one wrong cries for redress and finds 
A soul to answer, still the world is young." 

" My Story." 
A correspondent who has just read Tom L. Johnson's 

M Y S T O R Y writes :—" Tom L. was a big man. I fear I never 
fully appreciated his worth whilst he was alive. I saw no 
solution of anything in ' 3 cent fares.' But he knew 
' what he was fighting for, and loved what he knew ! ' 
Good man." 

We direct our readers' a t tent ion to the review of this 
entrancing book in another column by Lewis H. Berens. MY 
S T O R T is a fascinating book; it is a great man's faithful 
account of himself and his efforts to serve the people he loved 
so well. Tom L. Johnson was essentially human ; he had 
made up his mind what to do, and he had to wade through 
a sea of misunderstanding and misrepresentation from the 
moment he threw up " big business " to devote himself and 
his fortune to the cause of human progress. " I t is sad 
reading the lives of men," says Henry George, somewhere, 
" who would have done something for their fellows." 
In a sense Tom L. Johnson came into tha t category, for he 
was sometimes a lonely man : lonely because he could send 
his soul ahead of his day. He was fated to be too soon for 
those around him, but he was not " too soon for human' 
kind." He had almost to finish his work before he could be 
understood; no, not to finish his work—that will con-
tinue in our day and generation, and beyond—he had but 
to pass to his own well-earned rest to be understood and 
recognised as a loyal, brave and far-seeing leader in the 
fight for freedom. For long years he was but a name to us 
in Great Br i ta in ; now we know how he fought and the 
kind of fight he had to make. " M Y S T O R Y " will remain to 
inspire others so long as land monopoly and its evil 
brood of social evils remain. Ideas are all powerful 
in a community ready to accept them, and the idea of 
union in equality, Henry George's law of human progress, 
is here to stay. Tom L. Johnson's life counts for much 
in our campaign, and his own graphic story of it is a t once 
an inspiration and a call to all who have eyes to see and 
ears to hear. 

The New China and the Single Tax. 
A cable dispatch to the C H I C A G O T R I B U N E , dated 9th 

March, s tates t ha t President Yuan Shi Kai will urge his 
Cabinet " t o impose a land or single t ax in order to raise 
money for the Government. The President believes this 
plan of taxat ion will be the best for the country ." 

So do we. 
B 2 
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" O U R POLICY." 

" We would s imply take for the community what belongs to 
t he communi ty—the va lue t h a t a t t aches to land by the growth 
of the communi ty ; leave sacredly to tbe ind iv idua l all t ha t 
belongs to the individual ."—Henry 

THE AFTERMATH OF A WHIG VICTORY. 

Three years ago, in the clays when Mr. Lloyd George 
was framing his Budget, t he Liberal Pa r ty had before it 
the s t ra ight high level road leading upward and onward 
towards the promised land of economic justice and equal 
opportuni ty . Behind the closed doors of the Cabinet 
chamber the worst, because the concealed, foes of democracy 
forced the Chancellor of the Exchequer from his course, 
and for the ordered march against monopoly subst i tuted a 
feigned a t t ack to cover a turning aside into the realms of 
opportunism. Ministers repudiated the disciples of Henry 
George who had pioneered and prepared the victorious way 
and found sanctuary with Messrs. Sidney Webb and 
Chiozza Money. The industrial a rmy tha t was preparing 
to march against the common enemy has been left to 
engage in a general warfare of strikes with secondary foes, 
and now labour fights capital, whilst monopoly, secure and 
unscathed, Ctesar-like looks down upon the gladiatorial 
show and the Government sets up rules to regulate the 
conflict. 

The nat ion demanded freedom, the right to enter into its 
own, access to the ear th and all t h a t therein is, entrance 
to the treasure house—it has got a Minimum Wage Act 
as a cure for chaos. Those who scented " revolution " in 
a measure of just finance, which incidentally made for the 
widening of opportunit ies to labour, have been compelled 
to legislate in panic because the workers have determined 
to wait no longer on politicians but to seek redress by 
shaking the fabric of a social s ta te t ha t only rests secure 
so long as they accept subjection. The bowed Atlas 
of the coal pit threw off for a few weeks his load, stretched 
his cramped limbs, saw the sun and the green fields. 
Desolation spread throughout the land. Awe-stricken 
legislators hastened to assure him tha t if he would return 
to his labour before hunger compelled him, the law would 
secure him a pittance. What haste to bring labour back 
beneath the ear th 011 the par t of those who, unaffected, 
see its surface idle and refuse to realise tha t millions 
agonise in consequence ! 

The declension from a crusade of " restoration " to a 
Minimum Wage Act is all the more clear when the precedent 
on which it has been f ramed is considered. The Wage 
Board of Victoria was the child of Protection. A t ime came 
when the long befooled workers declared tha t they must be 
secured a greater share of the ' plunder " than the sweating 
dens provided or they would overthrow the system. So 
it was enacted t h a t 10 per cent, of the workers should not 
be utterly ground to dust between the upper and nether 

stones of protection and land monopoly. But vain would 
have been the work of rescue had not the abolition of 
inter-colonial tariffs and land values taxation provided 
concurrently a measure of economic freedom. 

In this country monopoly has precipitated the 
present struggle of t he miner to get assurance of 
some return for his labour wherever he may be 
directed to apply it. The coal he hews is tolled again 
and again by monopoly. The landowners by way of 
royalties, dead rents, and wayleaves, exact their millions ; 
the railroad monopolists levy a monopoly tr ibute probably 
more gigantic in its dimensions, a t r ibute t h a t in par t goes 
to them as holders of watered stock, in par t goes to pay 
interest on " capital " which in reality represents the debt 
created by the payment of extort ionate prices for land. 
But monopoly in a far more disastrous way hampers the 
miner in his fight to secure tha t he shall never be compelled 
to work for nothing. He is in the main affected in t h a t 
monopoly, by withholding mineral land from use, limits 
the demand for his labour, and by withholding agricultural 
land from use, floods the coal-fields with men whose 
wage has been from 12s. to 15s. a week. The special 
representative of the W E S T M I N S T E R G A Z E T T E , writing 
from the South Wales coal-fields, s ta ted tha t the housing 
problem had been complicated there by the influx 
during the last few years of some 40,000 workers from 
rural districts. 

Had land monopoly not driven 40,000 men from the 
villages, to sell themselves on the South Wales coal-fields, 
the conditions tha t have arisen there would never have 
come into existence. A " cap i t a l i s t " ty ranny was estab-
lished because of the crowding in of the serfs from the 
villages to sell themselves. Another press correspondent 
traced the disaffection to the inrush of men from the West 
of England countryside. South Wales has brought this 
tribulation on the nation, the villager has been revenged in 
shaking the national fabric, the pressure of his demand 
in other spheres is going to keep the sore open and the 
spirit of revolt alive. He has left the village where his fate 
was unheeded to provide a problem tha t no Minimum 
Wage Act will solve. 

It can be solved in only one way, and tha t is, by raising 
the wage of labour at the primary source of employment, 
Force into full use all rural land and all land now held idle 
or put to inferior uses, and a wage rate will be established 
there which will ensure tha t no labourer will leave the land 
to sell himself to the pit, the factory, the docks, the foundry, 
or the railway as a cheap worker. Under such conditions 
of freedom the wage necessary to induce a man to cease, 
or to forego, tilling the soil will be established by natural 
law in all spheres of employment where low wages now 
prevail. So a universal minimum rate of wage would be 
established by economic law ; it would never be less t han 
what a man could earn by applying his labour to the land, 
and tha t would be more than any Wage Board would dare 
to endeavour to enforce universally under present conditions. 
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H e r e , t h e n , we a r r i v e a t t h e r o o t of t h e m a t t e r a n d a t 

a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e t r a g e d y t h a t h a s r e s u l t e d f r o m 

W h i g o p p o r t u n i s t s d e f e a t i n g t h e e n d e a v o u r w h i c h , b u t fo r 

t h e m , w o u l d h a v e f r u c t i f i e d in a n a t i o n a l L a n d V a l u e s T a x 

in t h e B u d g e t of 1909. T h e h i g h w a y h a s been l e f t , a n d 

a d a n g e r o u s p a t h is b e i n g t a k e n . 

F r o m t h e e n a c t m e n t of t h e S t a t u t e of L a b o u r e r s 

a f t e r t h e B l a c k D e a t h , l a b o u r f o u g h t for c e n t u r i e s t o w i n 

f r e e d o m f r o m t h e C o u r t s . C o m p u l s o r y A r b i t r a t i o n is t h e 

logical o u t c o m e of t h e l ega l m i n i m u m wage , fo r w h a t t h e 

e m p l o y e r is f o r c e d t o c o n c e d e , i t is log ica l t h e w o r k e r shal l 

be f o r c e d t o a c c e p t . T h e w o r k e r s of N e w S o u t h W a l e s 

p r o c l a i m e d t h a t C o m p u l s o r y A r b i t r a t i o n h a d r e d u c e d t h e m 

t o " s l a v e r y , " i t l a n d e d t h e l e a d e r s of t h e coal m i n e r s ' 

s t r i k e in g a o l , i t t o o k t h e r e c e n t r e t u r n of a L a b o u r P a r t y 

on t h e i s sue , t o f r e e t h e m , a n d a n n u l t h e Ac t . A n d i t m u s t 

e v e r b e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t c o m p u l s o r y a r b i t r a t i o n a n d t h e 

legal m i n i m u m w a g e in A u s t r a l i a h a v e g o n e w i t h d r a s t i c 

l a n d v a l u e s t a x a t i o n , a n d t h e c o n s e q u e n t o p e n i n g of n a t u r a l 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o l a b o u r . T h e r e t h e soil is t h e g r e a t s p h e r e 

of e m p l o y m e n t . T h e w a g e f i xed b y l eg i s l a t ion is in con-

s o n a n c e w i t h t h e o p e r a t i o n of a n a t u r a l l a w . 

L e t w a g e s b e f i xed b y l eg i s l a t i ve e n a c t m e n t in B r i t a i n in 

t h e p r e s e n c e of e c o n o m i c f o r c e s t h a t o v e r - s u p p l y t h e 

i n d u s t r i a l l a b o u r m a r k e t , a n d t h e n o n e o r t w « t h i n g s will 

h a p p e n . W a g e s will b e f ixed a t s o m e w h e r e a b o u t t h e 

p r e s e n t s t a n d a r d a n d t h e w o r k e r s will h a v e t o fight t h e i r 

e m p l o y e r s in d e f i a n c e of t h e l a w t o b e t t e r t h e i r c o n d i t i o n . 

Or w a g e s m a y b e fixed a b o v e t h e s t a n d a r d a n d o u t s i d e will 

be a m u l t i t u d e of u n e m p l o y e d m e n , w h o will p r o c l a i m t h a t 

t h e S t a t e is d e n y i n g t h e m t h e r i g h t t o w o r k b y r e f u s i n g t o 

a l l ow t h e m t o sell t h e m s e l v e s a t a n y r a t e r a t h e r t h a n 

s t a r v e . 

In a s m a l l c o m m u n i t y s u c h a s V i c t o r i a it w a s n o t 

i m p o s s i b l e t o g i v e m e n spec ia l p e r m i t s t o w o r k f o r less t h a n 

t h e m i n i m u m r a t e e s t a b l i s h e d , b u t i t w o u l d b e a pe r i l ous 

t a s k in B r i t a i n . H e r e t h e first d u t y of t h e S t a t e is t o o p e n 

u p t h e n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o l a b o u r t h a t a r e w i t h h e l d 

b y m o n o p o l y . I t is i m p e r a t i v e l y a n d u r g e n t l y n e c e s s a r y t o 

beg in w h e r e A u s t r a l i a n l eg i s l a tu r e s h a v e b e e n fo r ced t o 

e n d , a n d woe b e t i d e t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y if i t b e t r a y s t h e c a u s e 

of D e m o c r a c y a n d s e e k s t o a p p l y p a l l i a t i v e s t o w r o n g s 

t h a t o n l y j u s t i c e c a n r e m e d y . I t will go t h e w a y of 

o t h e r L i b e r a l P a r t i e s in o t h e r S t a t e s , w h o h a v e b e t r a y e d 

L i b e r a l i s m a t t h e d i c t a t i o n of t h e W h i g s w h o m C o b d e n 

d e s c r i b e d as t h e b u f f e r s s t a n d i n g b e t w e e n t h e peop le a n d 

t h e f r e e d o m a u d j u s t i c e t h e y r i g h t e o u s l y d e m a n d . 

R . L. 0 . 

" i t is t h e n a t u r e of t r u t h n e v e r t o f a i l . " — T O M L. 
J O H N S O N . 

" So o b s e s s e d h a v e w e b e c o m e w i t h t h e idea of p r o p e r t y 
r i g h t s t h a t we a r e c o n s t a n t l y f o r g e t t i n g t h a t in t h e las t 
a n a l y s i s w e a r e d e a l i n g w i t h m e n a n d w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n , 
a n d n o t w i t h t h i n g s . " — T O M L. JOHNSON. 

" T h e g r e a t e s t p r i v i l e g e m o n o p o l i s t s e w n is t h e p r iv i l ege 
of m a k i n g o t h e r p e o p l e p a y t h e i r t a x e s f o r t h e m . " — 
T O M L . J O H N S O N . 

T H E RATING OF S E W E R S . 

I n t h e J a n u a r y n u m b e r of LAND VALUES ( p . 195) w e 
ca l led a t t e n t i o n t o a r e c e n t d e c i s i o n of t h e H o u s e of L o r d s , 
t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t u n d e r g r o u n d s e w e r s w e r e r a t e a b l e , a n d 
t o t h e p e r t u r b a t i o n of t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y Counc i l a t 
t h i s dec i s ion . I t n o w a p p e a r s t h a t t h e Counc i l h a s b e e n 
in c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h t h e L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d on t h e 
m a t t e r , a n d t h a t t h e B o a r d d o u b t s w h e t h e r t h e r e is a n y 
p r o s p e c t of l eg i s l a t i on o n t h e s u b j e c t a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . 
T h e Counc i l is t h e r e f o r e a p p e a l i n g t o t h e p r i n c i p a l p ro -
v inc ia l local g o v e r n m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s w h o a r e a l so d r a i n a g e 
a u t h o r i t i e s , a s k i n g t h e m t o c o - o p e r a t e w i t h t h e Counc i l 
in e n d e a v o u r i n g t o s e c u r e t h e e x e m p t i o n of u n d e r g r o u n d 
s e w e r s f r o m r a t i n g . 

T h e r e is e v e r y r e a s o n w h y w e s h o u l d b e g r a t e f u l t o t h e 
H o u s e of L o r d s fo r t h u s r e d u c i n g o u r r a t i n g s y s t e m t o 
a b s u r d i t y , a n d fo r d o i n g i t b y t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e pos s ib l e 
m e t h o d , viz . , b y c a r r y i n g a n i l logical s y s t e m t o i t s " logical " 
c o n c l u s i o n . If t h e P r o g r e s s i v e s oil t h e Counci l w e r e in 
d e a d e a r n e s t a b o u t r a t i n g r e f o r m , t h e y c o u l d m a k e s u c h 
use of t h i s o b j e c t - l e s s o n a s m i g h t c o n v i n c e e v e n a M o d e r a t e 
Counc i l of t h e fo l ly of o u r p r e s e n t m e t h o d of r a i s i n g r a t e s . 

W e s h o u l d h a v e s o m e r e s p e c t f o r t h e o b j e c t i o n s r a i s ed 
b y t h e M o d e r a t e s if t h e y w e r e b a s e d on a n y in t e l l i gen t 
a n d in t e l l i g ib l e p r i n c i p l e . T h e y m a k e n o p r o t e s t a g a i n s t 
t h e r a t i n g of i m p r o v e m e n t s a s s u c h . T h e i r p r o t e s t is o n l y 
a g a i n s t t h e r a t i n g of o n e f o r m of i m p r o v e m e n t , w h i c h is 
of s u c h a s o r t t h a t o n l y a p u b l i c b o d y l ike t h e Counc i l 
is l ike ly t o m a k e or t o o w n i t . " I t ' s r e a l l y g o o d f u u 
t y i n g a k e t t l e t o a d o g ' s t a i l , " w e c a n f a n c y t h e m s a y i n g , 

so l o n g a s i t i s n ' t o u r d o g . " 
T h e i r r e m a r k t h a t " a c o m p l e t e c h a n g e of r a t i n g p r a c t i c e 

is i n v o l v e d " is d e m o n s t r a b l y si l ly. T h e p r e s e n t " p r a c t i c e " 
is t o r a t e all i m p r o v e m e n t s m a d e in o r on l a n d . T h o s e 
p o r t i o n s of t h e i r m a i n s e w e r s w h i c h c o m e o u t t o a n d a b o v e 
t h e s u r f a c e in t h e l o w - l y i n g d i s t r i c t s t o t h e E a s t of L o n d o n , 
a r e a l r e a d y r a t e d . T h e y s t a t e t h e f a c t , a n d m a k e n o 
p r o t e s t a g a i n s t i t . T h e H o u s e of L o r d s ins i s t s , w i t h 
a d m i r a b l e logic, t h a t s e w e r s a r e s e w e r s , a n d t h a t if t h e 
p a r t a b o v e t h e s u r f a c e is r a t e a b l e , t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n u n d e r 
t h e s u r f a c e is r a t e a b l e a l so . T h a t t h e W o o l w i c h U n i o n 
s h o u l d r a t e t h e C o u n t y C o u n c i l ' s m a i n s ewer s l y i n g u n d e r 
i t s d i s t r i c t d o e s n o t i n v o l v e a " c o m p l e t e c h a n g e of r a t i n g 
p o l i c y . " T h e B o r o u g h of H a c k n e y a n d t h e L o n d o n 
C o u n t y Counc i l r a t e a Counc i l Schoo l b e l o n g i n g t o t h e 
M i d d l e s e x C o u n t y C ounc i l , b e c a u s e i t l ies j u s t w i t h i n 
t h e C o u n t y of L o n d o n . V a r i o u s r a t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s l evy 
r a t e s u p o n t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y C o u n c i l ' s g r e a t a s y l u m s 
w h i c h a r e c lo t t ed a b o u t t h e H o m e C o u n t i e s ; a n d so on . 
Schoo l s a n d s e w e r s a r e u s e f u l f o r m s of i m p r o v e m e n t con-
s t r u c t e d in o r o n t h e l a n d . B u t so a r e d w e l l i n g - h o u s e s 
a n d s h o p s a n d f a c t o r i e s . T h e y s h o u l d all b e e x e m p t e d 
f r o m r a t i n g . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e C o u n c i l ' s C o m m i t t e e t e l l s us , 

a v a l u a t i o n a n d a s s e s s m e n t of all u n d e r g r o u n d s e w e r s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y will h a v e t o t a k e p l ace . A vas t 
a m o u n t of w o r k will b e n e c e s s i t a t e d , a n d m a n y v e r y 
d i f f i cu l t q u e s t i o n s will a r i se , t h e s e t t l e m e n t of w h i c h 
will i n v o l v e legal a n d o t h e r e x p e n s e s t o local a u t h o r i t i e s . 

B u t t h i s is t r u e , a n d a l w a y s h a s b e e n t r u e , of t h e w h o l e 
b u s i n e s s of a s se s s ing i m p r o v e m e n t v a l u e s . H a v e t h e 
Counc i l n e v e r h e a r d of t h e n u m b e r l e s s a n d c o s t l y legal 
a d v e n t u r e s of t h e " h y p o t h e t i c a l t e n a n t " ? N o w w e 
s u p p o s e h e is t o m a k e a n e w u n d e r g r o u n d e x c u r s i o n . 
H o w m u c h p e r a n n u m w o u l d h e p a y t o " o c c u p y " o n e 
of t h e C o u n c i l ' s m a i n s e w e r s ? I n t h e h o u s e s of t h e 
p o o r , " w r o t e t h e s c h o o l b o y in a f a m o u s e s say , " t h e d r a i n s 
a r e in a f e a r f u l s t a t e , a n d q u i t e u n f i t fo r h u m a n h a b i t a t i o n . " 
P e r h a p s t h a t is w h y t h e C o u n c i l t h i n k s i t will b e so d i f f icu l t 

| t o assess t h e m . 
F R E D . V E R I N D E R . 

" If a m o v e m e n t is r e a l l y b a s e d u p o n a p r i n c i p l e of r i g h t , 
u p o n a f u n d a m e n t a l t r u t h , n o t h i n g i n j u r e s i t . I t s p r o g r e s s 
m a y b e c h e c k e d , b u t i t c a n n o t b e p e r m a n e n t l y s t a y e d . I t s 
e n e m i e s a i d it in t h e long r u n . " — T O M L. JOHNSON. 

" I a m b u t a n i n s t r u m e n t , I a m b u t a n a g e n t in p r o m o t i n g 
t h a t g r e a t e r love , t h a t l o v e of b ig t h i n g s , t h a t l o v e of 
j u s t i c e , w h i c h a t l a s t m u s t w i n t h e w o r l d . " — T O M L. 

| J O H N S O N . 
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SOCIAL PALLIATIVES. 

AUSTRALIAN EXPERIMENTS. 

B Y M A X H I R S C H . 

[This ar t icle was fo rwarded t o Mr. R . L. O u t h w a i t e b y 
t h e wr i t e r no t long before his l amen ted d e a t h , a n d is now 
publ i shed for t h e first t ime. Subsequen t ly t h e officials 
of t h e N e w S o u t h Wa le s Miners ' Associat ion were sent 
to gaol for p romot ing a s t r ike , a n d a L a b o u r G o v e r n m e n t 
was r e t u r n e d to release t h e m a n d res tore t h e " r ight to 
s t r ike . " This i l lumina t ing s t a t e m e n t b y Max Hi rsch has 
been just i f ied b y s u b s e q u e n t even ts . ] 
W h e n a na t i on ar r ives a t t he s t age in which t h e exis tence 

of social in jus t ice forces itself u p o n general recognit ion 
and d e m a n d s a r emedy , tho courage requi red t o app ly 
t h e only possible r e m e d y is lacking. T h e removal of t h e 
causes which havo p roduced social in jus t ice is f a r too radical 
an u n d e r t a k i n g to be a d o p t e d a t once. I n s t e a d recourse 
is had t o pal l ia t ives ; t o measures d i rec ted t o r emove one or 
t h e o the r s y m p t o m of tho social disease which b y i ts 
unsight l iness is pa r t i cu l a r ly offensive to t h e increasing 
suscept ibi l i ty of t h e na t ion . T h e f a r - f amed social legislation 
of Aus t ra l i a is mos t l y of th i s cha rac te r . These new 
countr ies aro expe r imen ta l s t a t i ons in social legislation, 
may in t i m e expe r imen t in radical r e fo rms ; b u t as ye t 
the i r expe r imen t s are more pal l ia t ives . Somo no doub t 
achieve such success as more pal l ia t ives can ; o thers , 
and t h e g rea te r n u m b e r m u s t , in t h e n a t u r e of t h e case, 
fail to achieve even the i r l imited objects . Y e t even so 
they a r e of va lue t o t h e world, if only as warn ings agains t 
d ive r t ing t i m e a n d energy into channe ls t h a t lead nowhere 
when t h e y a re so u r g e n t l y w a n t e d for t hose t h a t lead 
ou t of bondage . 

Judge's Help against Self-Help. 
Of t h e l a t t e r k ind is t h e m u c h lauded legislation t o secure 

a fair wage for workers . T w o sys t ems h a v i n g th i s objec t 
in view h a v e been deve loped in Aus t ra l ia . One is t h e Wages 
Board s y s t e m prevai l ing as ye t on ly in t h e S t a t e of Victoria, 
b u t which it is now proposed t o a d o p t in N e w S o u t h Wales 
as well. T h e o ther , Compulsory Arb i t r a t ion , or ig inated 
in N e w Zealand, b u t was subsequen t ly a d o p t e d , w i t h 
var ia t ions , in W e s t e r n Aust ra l ia , New S o u t h Wales and , 
for d i spu te s ex t end ing beyond t h e confines of one S ta te , 
b y t h e Aus t ra l i an Commonwea l th . Whi le these two 
sys tems differ in m a n y respects , t h e y h a v e in common 
one f u n d a m e n t a l f ea tu re . T h a t is, t h e y b o t h u l t ima te ly 
s u b s t i t u t e t h e verdic t of a l awyer - judge for " collective 
ba rga in ing . " T h e law exac t s of employers a n d employed 
alike, t h a t t h e y shall not fight each o ther , bu t t h a t d i spu tes 
as t o wages and condi t ions of work shall be decided in 
Cour t , on such evidence as m a y be avai lable a n d according 
to such principles as t h e l a w — i n t e r p r e t e d b y t h e judges— 
m a y direct . T h e Unions a r e to b u r y t h e sword which has 
served t h e m dur ing n igh a cen tu ry , t h e s t r ike, and are 
to rely u p o n legal a r g u m e n t t o secure i m p r o v e m e n t of 
condi t ions . T h a t t h e judges a r e h u m a n beings, w i th all 
t h e class b ias of o the r h u m a n beings ; t h a t the i r t r a in ing , 
moreover , m u s t of necess i ty give grea te r weigh t to such 
bias in the i r m i n d t h a n in t h a t of o the r men , is d isregarded. 
A n d th is disregard is one of t h e m a i n causes of t h o fai lure 
of b o t h sys tems, a fa i lure grea te r in t h e case of t h e Com-
pulsory Arb i t r a t i on Ac t s t h a n in t h a t of Wages Boards , 
precisely because every decision res ts wi th a j udge in t h e 
f o r m e r sys tem, while in t h e l a t t e r he ac t s mere ly as a 
Cour t of Appeal . 

Compulsory Arbitration. 
Scarcely a d a y passes w i t h o u t news being publ i shed , 

i l lust ra t ing tho unsa t i s f ac to ry n a t u r e of th i s a t t e m p t 
to s u b s t i t u t e t h e verd ic t of a Cour t , i.e., of judges , for t h e 
effor ts of T rades Unions t o improve t h e condi t ion of workers . 
T o - d a y ' s papers , for ins tance , deal ing wi th t h e s t r ike 
of t h e Sydney wharf labourers , a f ford such an i l lus t ra t ion. 
T h e work ing ra tes of wages in th i s t r a d e were Is. per hour 
for d a y l abour and Is. 6d. per hou r for n igh t work, when 
the Union appl ied to t h e Arb i t r a t i on Court for an award 
to ma te r i a l l y increase t h e m . 

T h e Cour t , however , while s l ight ly increasing t h e d a y 
wages, i.e., t o Is. l jfd. per hour , r educed t h e n igh t wages 
to Is. 4d. per hour , t h u s b reak ing t h r o u g h t h e long es tab-
lished p rac t i ce of p a y i n g 50 per cent , m o r e for n ight labour 
t h a n for d a y labour . N a t u r a l l y t he m e n were ind ignan t 

a n d even mos t of t h e employers recognised t h e a w a r d as 
unsa t i s fac to ry . Conferences were held be tween t h e Union 
and t h e employers , a n d t h e grea t body of t h e l a t t e r , t h e 
owners of in te r - s ta te a n d of deep-sea s teamers , agreed t o pay 
Is. 8d. per hou r for n igh t work, leaving t h e pr ice of day-
work as fixed b y the Cour t . One sect ion of t he employers , 
however , t h e owners of coastal s t eamers t r ad ing be tween 
New Sou th Wales por t s , re fused t h e concession oil t h e 
ground, t h a t as t he m e n had appl ied to t h e Cour t t hey 
were bound b y t h e verd ic t given. As t h e Union refused 
to be so bound , t h e employers engaged non-unionis t s , 
a n d h a v e ever since carr ied on the i r business w i t h o u t 
employing a single unionis t . I n order t o t e r m i n a t e th is 
condi t ion, t he Unions, less t h a n a week ago, declared a 
s t r ike aga ins t t h e companies who p a y t h e higher wages, 
in t h e hope t h a t these would br ing pressure t o bea r u p o n 
t h e coastal companies . This has failed ; t h e only employers 
who h a v e no t suffered being those employing non-unionis ts , 
and a f t e r t h r ee d a y s t h e s t r ike has been declared off, and 
o the r m e a n s t o coerce t h e coastal companies are to be t r ied . 

On t h e s ame d a y on which th is a n n o u n c e m e n t appea red 
(March 16th) a similarly i l lus t ia t ive f ac t was repor ted f rom 
New Zealand. T h e Blackhal l miners had gone on s t r ike 
in spi te of a. decision of t h e Arb i t r a t i on Cour t , alleging 
t h a t t h e employers h a d b roken t h e a w a r d b y dismissing 
men a n d crea t ing a lock-out . T h e m a t t e r was b r o u g h t 
before t h e Cour t , b o t h sides promis ing to accept i t s a w a r d . 
This a w a r d has now been given t o t h e effect t h a t t h e 
m e n ' s Union is t h e gui l ty p a r t y and fining it £75. T h e 
m e n now re fuse t o go t o work, which in all p robab i l i ty 
will sub jec t t h e m t o f u r t h e r fines. 

The Landlord the Only Winner. 
Not all t h e awards of t h e Arb i t r a t i on Cour t a re aga ins t 

t h e men . I n fac t , du r ing a long period of advanc ing 
prosper i ty mos t of t h e awards of t h e New Zealand Court 
have been in t h e di rect ion of rais ing wages. B u t now 
th i s has t u r n e d ou t t o t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e of t h e workers . 
F o r in order to contes t t h e act ions b r o u g h t by t h e la t te r , 
t h e employers in every t r a d e h a d to organise, a n d th is 
organisat ion, combined wi th t h e policy of P ro tec t ion , 
has enabled t h e m to raise prices, no t only in t h e s ame 
ra t io as t h e Court raised wages, b u t t o a m u c h grea te r ex t en t . 

A mos t ins t ruc t ive repor t on th i s sub jec t h a s been 
m a d e officially b y Mr. E d w a r d Tregear , who, as Secre ta ry 
for Labour , is charged w i t h t h e admin i s t r a t ion of t h e Act . 
I n it he s t a t e s t h a t t h e necessaries of life and r e n t h a v e 
advanced in pr ice b y m o r e t h a n t h e rise in wages a m o u n t s 
to, a n d t h a t t h e class " who alone will rise a winner in t l ie 
e n d " is " t h e non-produc ing landlord of c i ty and s u b u r b a n 
p r o p e r t y . " Very significant admissions these , f rom 
one who has been an a rden t advoca t e of t he Arb i t r a t ion 
Act for years before i t was enacted . 

F o r these a n d o the r reasons too numerous t o men t ion 
here, t h e workers h a v e a l ready lost f a i t h in th i s k ind of 
legislation. T h u s t h e Sydney L a b o u r Council, ear ly last 
year , carr ied a resolut ion c o n d e m n a t o r y of t h e Ac t , and 
t h e Government of New South Wales has j u s t proposed 
a Bill to supersede the Arb i t r a t ion Act b y a Wages B o a r d Act , 

Wages Boards. 
F o r t h e reasons given Wages Boards h a v e no t been such 

a conspicuous fai lure as t h e Arb i t r a t ion Acts. T h e y h a v e 
u n d o u b t e d l y raised wages in t h e swea ted t rades , main ly 
employing females. I t is, however , d o u b t f u l whe the r 
t h e same or even a be t t e r resul t would no t h a v e been 
achieved w i t h o u t t h e m . F o r the i r opera t ion has coincided 
wi th a period of advanc ing prosper i ty , du r ing which 
female labour has g radua l ly become ve ry scarce. F o r 
some years employers h a v e been u n a b l e to" ob ta in all t h e 
labour requi red . E v e r y t r ade depend ing largely u p o n 
female labour is voicing th is compla in t , and a rise of female 
wages was there fore inevi table , Wages Boards or no Wages 

: Boards . I n o the r respects , however , t h e Boards h a v e not 
been so sa t i s fac tory , ma in ly again because a lawyer - judge 
is t h e u l t i m a t * arb i te r . T h e following cases will i l lus t ra te 

i th is phase of t h e sub jec t . 
I n t h e middle of last year t h e employers of s t a rch 

factor ies appea led to t h e Wages B o a r d for ' higher wages. 
T h e Board being unab le to come t o a decision, t h e Chief 
Secre ta ry refer red tho m a t t e r t o t h e Indus t r i a l Court . 
T h e und i spu ted facts were t h a t t h e wages in th i s t r a d e 
were lower in Melbourne t h a n in Sydney or Adelaide, 
and were disgraceful ly low in sp i te of enormous tariff 
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pro tec t ion for t h e manufac tu r e r s . Dur ing t h e t r ia l t h e 
employers offered a n increase of 20 per cent , ins tead of 
t he 60 pe r cent , increase d e m a n d e d by t h e workers . T h e 
Cour t ' s decision was t h a t t h e employers ' offer be t h e award 
of t h e Cour t , on t h e g round t h a t t h e employers could not 
afford to p a y more , t h o u g h t h e Court a d m i t t e d t h e 
insufficiency of t h e wages t h u s decided upon. 

Shor t ly a f t e r w a r d s t h e Bakers ' Wages Board increased the 
wages of bakers f r o m £2 10s. t o £2 l i s . per week on t h e 
g round t h a t t h e cost of living had grea t ly increased, a 
fac t n o t d i spu ted . T h e employers appealed to the 
Indus t r ia l Court , which annul led t h e award of t he Wages 
Board . T h e m e n t he r eupon declared a str ike, and within 
a week every employer decided t o p a y the wages awarded 
b y t h e Wages B o a r d a n d refused by the Court . 

Self-Help Prevailing. 
T h e cases cited are only a few ou t of many . Where t he 

Courts a w a r d an increase of wages t h e workers accept , 
and where t h e y refuse an increase t h e workers fall back 
on the i r p roved remedy , t h e str ike, and d e f y t h e Court . 
As long as t h e coun t ry is increasing in prosper i ty and only 
t h e workers set t h e law in mot ion no t m u c h h a r m is done. 
B u t such t imes canno t last for ever. P resen t ly t imes 
of depression will come and t h e employers will t a k e a 
hand in t h e g a m e b y apply ing for reduct ion in wages. 
Eve ryone can see w h a t t h e ou tcome will be. Reduc t ions 
which would have been accepted as inevi table if they had 
been t h e ou t come of f ree conferences be tween t h e two 
part ies , will be violent ly resisted when imposed b y judicial 
au tho r i ty . Avoidable str ife, deepening t h e depression 
and still f u r t h e r lowering wages, and a general weakening 
of Union i sm m u s t be t h e inevi table result . Aus t ra l ian 
experience has a m p l y proved t h a t no t in th i s direct ion 
can t h e emanc ipa t ion of t h e workers be found . 

TO A PIECE OF COAL. 
B r e a d of t h e f u r n a c e ! baked in t h e ages ; 

Cooled in t h e hur r i cane ' s anc ien t m i g h t ; 
B o u g h t wi th t e r ro r a n d d e a t h a n d wages, 

Tea r s and t h e widow's p l ight ! 

S n a t c h e d f r o m t h e gloom wi th s ta r s unk ind led , 
P a r t of t h e ch i ldhood of t h e sun ! 

F r a g m e n t of all t h e aeons mingled , 
Da rknes s a n d l ight in one ! 

Saw you the mine r ' s l a m p steal p a s t you . 
S t i r r ing t h e sunblood of you r veins 

I n t o revol t t h a t t h u n d e r i n g cas t you , 
F r ee f r o m his p i g m y chains ! 

H e a r d you the song t h a t le f t h im dying, 
D e e p where t h e rainless wa te r flows ? 

W a t c h e d you his lampless spi r i t flying 
D o w n where t h e d e a t h w i n d blows ? 

I n t o t h a t unde r -n igh t he sough t you, 
O u t of t he d r ipp ing m u r k of hell, 

O u t f r o m t h e grip of dea th he b r o u g h t you ; 
Lord ! I would p a y h im well ! 

— J A S . B L A C K H A L L , 
i n t h e D A I L Y N E W S , 1 4 t h M a r c h . 

A PROPOSED POLITICAL ECONOMY CLASS FOR 
LONDON. 

Mr. H a r r y de Pass wr i tes :— 
I t seems t o m e t h a t in London we lack a band of 

en thus ias t i c y o u n g workers such as is to be found in Glasgow, 
Manches te r , and o the r towns . 

T would like to see 11, Tothil l S t ree t , m a d e the head-
qua r t e r s of an a r m y of keen, energet ic and well- informed 
p ropagand i s t s , and wi th this ob jec t in view I propose 
to hold a polit ical e conomy class once a week to s t u d y the 
land ques t ion , p rov ided I can ob ta in sufficient promises 
of regular a t t endance . 

W e h a v e a comfor t ab l e room a t our disposal and all 
t he books required a re avai lable . 

Will those who would care t o join such a class in order 
to p u r s u e the i r s tudies of polit ical economy a n d social 
problems, k ind ly c o m m u n i c a t e wi th me ? 

H A R R Y D E P A S S . 
11, Tothill Street, Westminster 

POLITICAL ECONOMY CLASSES. 

WILLIAM REID. 

SYNOPSIS OF OPENING LECTURE DELIVERED BY MR. 
REID AT LEEDS, HUDDERSFIELD, AND SHEFFIELD. 

T h o m a s Carlyle called Poli t ical E c o n o m y the dismal 
i science a n d no t w i thou t reason. As t a u g h t in universi t ies 

i t had shel tered ves ted in teres ts which every t h o u g h t f u l 
m a n considered ough t to be chal lenged. I t was no t like 
o the r sciences which se t ou t w i t h o u t bias to discover 
w h a t was t rue . Those who read the wri t ings of i ts 
accredi ted au thor i t ies ough t to keep an eye open for t h e 
bias of Poli t ical E c o n o m y as well a s for its principles. 

Some business mon said t hey h a d pu t the so-called 
science u p tho ch imney and had found it prof i table to do so. 
If business men had l i t t le use for t h e principles of Poli t ical 
Economy as t a u g h t in schools, work ing men had still less 
interest in t h e m . T h e professors of Polit ical E c o n o m y 
could lecture working men on their thr i f t less and i n t e m p e r a t e 
habi t s , b u t t hey could show t h e m no euro for i nvo lun ta ry 
pove r ty . 

T h e science was bo rn in sin a n d shapen in in iqui ty . 
The re were men who lived a t t h e t ime of A d a m Smith , such 
men as T h o m a s Pa ine , T h o m a s Spence, R o b e r t B u m s and 
Professor Ogilvie of K i n g ' s College, Aberdeen, who t r ied 
t o awaken t h e people as to t he in iqui ty of our land laws. 
Such m e n had all been " snuffed ou t " b y the people in 
au tho r i ty . A gen t l eman in E d i n b u r g h was banished f rom 
t h e c o u n t r y , his onlv k n o w n crime be ing t ha t he possessed 
works b y T h o m a s Pa ine a n d had a t t e n d e d mee t ings for 
t he enf ranch i sement of t h e people. B u r n s in a song t raced 
t o t h e s ame d a t e m a k e s a " c rypt ic " reference to p roud 
E d w a r d ' s powers, a l t hough th is m o n a r c h had gone t o his 
account four centur ies before then . T h o m a s Spence was 
kicked ou t of t h e Newcas t le L i t e ra ry nnd Philosophical 
Society for an essay he read on t he res to ra t ion of land a year 
prior t o t h e publ ica t ion of t h e WEALTH OF NATIONS. T h a t 
was t h e t i m e referred t o b y Charles Dickens as t h e period 
when t imbe r was growing in no r the rn la t i tudes t h a t was 
des t ined t o be used in t h e bui ld ing of a guillotine. T h e 
first sect who t r ied to p romote a science of Poli t ical E c o n o m y 
believed in f ree land a n d t h a t t a x e s should be on land . 
T w o gent lemen who b a d a n o p p o r t u n i t y of s tudy ing th is 
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s e c t — t h e F r e n c h P h y s i o c r a t s — w e r e Professors A d a m 
S m i t h a n d Wil l iam Ogilvie. B o t h were t rave l l ing com-
pan ions t o D u k e s — t h e one t o t h e D u k e of Bucc leuoh a n d 
the o the r t o t h e D u k e of Gordon . Professor Ogilvie 
publ i shed a n unaccep t ed essay o n PROPERTY IN LAND, 
a n d A d a m S m i t h pub l i shed his WEALTH OF NATIONS. I t 
looked as if A d a m S m i t h had n o t said all he m i g h t h a v e 
said, b u t it is qu i t e clear f r o m t h e f a t e of o the r s t h a t he 
would h a v e f o u n d g r e a t diff icul ty in say ing a n y more . 

T h e po in t s he left clear h a v e since been obscured, and 
t hose he left d a r k h a v e n o t been m u c h improved on, more 
especially by his m o d e r n successors. T h e r e was a centra l 
t r u t h in t h e doc t r ine of t h e Phys ioc ra t s , however c rude 
the i r concept ion of it m a y h a v e been. T h e y believed 
t h a t t h e p roduc t ion of wea l th—somet imes , a t least—yielded 
a su rp lus t h a t in equ i ty belonged t o no individual . La t e r , 
Ricardo showed w h a t th i s su rp lus was in his t h e o r y of r en t . 
He discovered a Law of R e n t w i t h o u t discover ing a L a w 
of Wages . Hen ry George in t h e closing years of t h e 
n ine teen th cen tu ry h a d developed a n d corre la ted these 
c rude ideas, a n d i t was to h im we m u s t go for light and 
leading on such ques t ions . 

As soon as an indiv idual a w a k e n s t o consciousness he 
realises t h a t he w a n t s t o bo fed and t o be kep t w a r m . 
He call do, if necessary, w i t h o u t books, p ic tures , musical 
i n s t rumen t s , jewellery a n d luxur ies of every k ind , but he 
has 110 choice in t h e m a t t e r of physical necessities. These 
mus t be found , a n d t h e y consis t—in our cl imate—of four 
things, namely food, c lothing, fuel a n d shel ter . Original ly, 
people sa t i s fy the i r w a n t s by ga the r ing freely. T h e y h a v e 
t h e f ru i t s or roo ts of t h e e a r t h for food, skins for clothing, 
b ranches for fuel , a n d caves a n d hollow t rees for shelter . 
In civil isat ion all t hese th ings a r e got , no t f reely , b u t b y 
permission. Not only do an imals ob jec t t o be t a k e n , b u t 
the re a r e owners of such an imals who also raise objec t ion . 
Caves and hollow t rees a re owned a n d the re is ha rd ly 
a n y t h i n g t h a t can be h a d for t h e p icking up. 

T h e individual m a y learn f r o m his own experience 
w h a t he is p e r m i t t e d t o do, b u t a u t h o r i t a t i v e works 011 
Political E c o n o m y p r e t e n d t o t e a c h h im w h y he m u s t act 
as he does. 

T h e WEALTH OF NATIONS a n d subsequen t works teach 
him t h a t f r eedom is good if we wan t t o p roduce m u c h 
in t h e w a y of comfor ts . These works do no t explain w h y 
t h e f r e e d o m t o use all t h e resources of t h e e a r t h is l imited. 
T h e b ias begins t o ac t a t this s tage of t h e exp lana t ion , and a 
grea t m a n y ques t ions a r e left unanswered . 

A d a m S m i t h tells t h e s to ry of a b o y w h o had t o open a n d 
shu t a va lve of an engine b y h a n d power, a n d who t ied 
a stick t o a wheel a n d was able t o ge t t h e va lve to open a n d 
s h u t au tomat i ca l ly . This b o y was d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e 
basic law of Poli t ical E c o n o m y — t h a t m a n seeks t o g ra t i fy 
his desires wi th t h e least possible energy. Such a law-
explains w h y some people e v a d e labour and impose th is 
labour on o ther people. 

F r o m the n u m b e r of " b u t s " and " e x c e p t s " in 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e wri t ings one might ga the r t h a t t he r e were 
110 invar iable laws in Poli t ical E c o n o m y . W e a l t h is 
p roduced and d i s t r i bu ted in accordance wi th N a t u r a l 
Law, b u t h u m a n a r r a n g e m e n t s by ignor ing such laws 
can in ju re t h e interests of t he c o m m u n i t y , jus t as surely 
as t h e person who ignores t h e law of g rav i t a t ion will find 
t ha t he c a n n o t swim in air. 

If Pol i t ical E c o n o m y as t a u g h t had been a t r u e science, 
it could have told a n d foretold m a n y useful th ings . So 
fa r it has only been a m a t t e r of correct ions a n d disputes . 

T h e chemist can tell us tha t an insoluble compound will 
f o rm where it can form. If we know t h e direct ion of a 
current- of electr ici ty over a piece of iron we can tell where 
each pole of t h e m a g n e t will be. An a s t ronomer can tell 
when the re will be an eclipse, a n d p robab ly an economist 
it he were as free to s t a t e t he t r u t h — c o u l d tell t h e effect of a 
tariff , an Eight H o u r s Bill, or a t a x 011 land values . I n s t e a d 
ot a t t e m p t i n g th is t h e y t u r n the i r science in to a ques t ion 
of h is tory 111 which the re a re o f t e n t w o sides. To such 
men F ree T r a d e or F ree Land m a y h a v e been good a t some 
place or in some t ime. You m u s t t a k e each case separa te ly 
and e x a m i n e it. W e h a v e t r ied b y h u m a n laws t o do cer ta in 
th ings ; w e ] l a v e t r ied to p ro tec t t h e f a n n e r a n d failed 
J h a t is an i l lus t ra t ion of a h u m a n law which did someth ing 

else t h a n it was i n t ended to do. N a t u r a l Laws do w h a t 
t hey were in t ended t o do, and m e n a re poor because t h e y 
do n o t pay a t t en t i on t o t h e N a t u r a l Laws which govern 
t h e d i s t r ibu t ion of weal th . T h e e a r t h is t h e na tu ra l 
s torehouse of all t h e r a w mater ia l s of wea l th a n d t h e doors 
should be kep t open. I n s t e a d of t h a t some of t h e doors are 
locked and doub le ba r red . W h e n t h e y h a d got t h e length of 
discussing t h e beginning and rise of r e n t t h e y would see 
t h a t a pe r fec t ly N a t u r a l L a w h a d in con junc t ion w i t h an 
unwise h u m a n a r r a n g e m e n t b r o u g h t t r o u b l e on t h e h u m a n 
race. 

SYLLABUS OF LECTURES. 

[Text B o o k : PROGRESS AND POVERTY,by H e n r y George.] 

I.—Introductory Lecture—The Scope of Political Economy. 

T h e ind iv idua l ' s awaken ing to his sur roundings . 
Phys ica l w a n t s call for sa t i s fac t ion . 
W h a t is necessary t o t h e sa t i s fac t ion of phys ica l w a n t s ? 
H o w necessi t ies are secured originally. 
How the s ame necessit ies a re secured in civilised society. 
W h a t t h e ind iv idua l m a y learn f r o m his own experience. 
W h a t is t a u g h t b y books , such as THE WEALTH OF NATIONS, 

a n d subsequen t works on Poli t ical E c o n o m y . 
Man seeks t o g r a t i f y his desires w i t h t h e least possible energy. 
T h e d i s t inc t ion be tween N a t u r a l Laws and H u m a n Laws. 
I l lus t r a t ions of N a t u r a l Laws. 
I l lus t r a t ions of H u m a n Laws. 

II.—Value. 
Value in use. 
Value in exchange . 
W h a t is called intr insic value. 
Rea l in t r ins ic value. 
A d a m S m i t h ' s d iscovery of t he real basis of value. 
Subsequen t change of g round on t h e ques t ion of va lue . 
Do th ings get va lue because t h e y a re exchanged , or are 

th ings exchanged because t h e y h a v e va lue ? 
I m p o r t a n c e of t h e dis t inct ion. 
WEALTH OF NATIONS, C h a p t e r V., Book 1, says " L a b o u r 

the re fore is t h e real measu re of t he exchangeable va lue of 
commodi t i e s . " 

How is th i s reconciled w i t h t he f ac t t h a t ce r ta in art icles 
c a n n o t be p roduced ? 

Value f r o m produc t ion . 
Value f rom obl igat ion. 

III.—The Production of Wealth. 

W h a t is p roduc t ion ? 
W h a t is wea l th ? 
All wea l th has value. 
All t h a t has va lue is no t weal th . 
Increase in weal th , n o t t he s ame as increase in va lue . 
Defini t ions of t he t e rms—land , labour , and capi ta l . 
L a n d and labour essential t o t h e p roduc t ion of wea l th . 
Capi ta l he lpful , bu t n o t essential . 

IV.—Trade—Home and Foreign. 
W h a t is t r a d e ? 
I s the re a n y difference in principle be tween home a n d foreign 

t r a d e ? 
I n r u d e s t a t e s of society goods are ba r te red . 
I11 civilised society goods are bough t a n d sold. 
T h e va lues of d i f ferent goods or services are n o t measu red 

wi th each o ther , bu t w i t h a c o m m o n d e n o m i n a t o r called 
money . 

B u y i n g a n d selling is a n o t h e r f o n n of bar te r . 
H o w goods or services a re pa id for b y goods or services in 

our h o m e t rade . 
How goods a n d services are exchanged in oiu- foreign t r ade . 
I l lus t r a t ions of comple ted t r ansac t ions showing t h a t goods 

p a y for goods b o t h in home a n d foreign t rade . 

V.—Distribution of Wealth. 
"I11 t ha t original s t a t e which precedes b o t h t h e appro-

pr ia t ion of land and t h e accumula t i on of s tock , t h e whole 
p roduce of l abour belongs t o t he labourer."—WEALTH or 
NATIONS, Chap te r V I I I . , Book 1. 
In civilised Society wea l th is d iv ided in to r e n t for land , 

in teres t on capi ta l , a n d t h e wages of labour . 
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Defini t ion of t e r m s — r e n t , interest a n d wages. 
N o r e n t a t t he m a r g i n of cu l t iva t ion . See Book of Genesis, 

chap . xiii. 
W h y r e n t is p a i d — T h e law of ren t , 
W h y wages a re af fected b y r e n t — T h e law of wages. 
W h y in te res t is pa id oil capi ta l . 
Dif ferent g rades of l abour and different degrees of wages, 

a n d t h e th ings which affect these. 

VI.—Taxes and their effects on Production. 
T h e S t a t e has t o f ind revenue as well as t h e individuals 

in t h e S ta t e . 
T h e Munic ipa l i ty has also to find revenue. 
R e v e n u e s a re got b y t a x i n g individuals , and f rom t h e profi ts 

of pub l ic works. 
Direc t a n d indi rec t t a x a t i o n . 
Taxes fo r revenue . 
Taxes for p ro tec t ion . 
T h e effect of t a x e s on t r a d e — h o m e a n d foreign. 

VII.—Material Progress The Industrial Revolution. 
T h e effect of progress in con junc t ion with p r iva t e p rope r ty 

in l and . 
W a n t in t h e m i d s t of p len ty . 
Evi ls which progress has no t e l iminated . 
P rob lems intensif ied b y increase in ren t . 
F l u c t u a t i o n s in t r ade , a n d some necessary causes. 
T r a d e depression, a n d i t s unnecessary cause. 

VIII.—Land Values Taxation. 
T h e jus t ice of land values t axa t i on . 
How land gets i t s va lue . 
W h y it increases in value. 
Those who give it va lue , a n d those who a p p r o p r i a t e t h e 

va lue . 
T h e necessi ty for t a x i n g land values. 
T h e benef icent effect of t a x i n g land values. 
Reasons for rel ieving t h e p r o d u c t s of i ndus t ry f r o m t axa t ion . 
Objec t ions considered and answered. 

NEW CAPITAL OF INDIA. 

G O V E R N M E N T P U R C H A S E O F L A N D N E A R D E L H I . 

M A R K E T V A L U E A N D I N C R E M E N T . 

T h e a n n o u n c e m e n t t h a t Delhi would be t h e new capi ta l 
of I n d i a h a d t h e effect of increasing t h e d e m a n d for t h e 
land in t h e vic ini ty a n d raising i ts value. Arising ou t of 
t h a t , Mr. Wedgwood , M.P. , p u t a quest ion in t h e House of 
Commons on t h e 20th of F e b r u a r y , as t o w h a t s teps 
were be ing t a k e n t o secure t h e resul t ing increase of va lue 
for t h e benef i t of t h e people of Ind ia , T h e following is 
f rom t h e official r epo r t of w h a t passed :— 

I N D I A ( R E M O V A L O F C A P I T A L TO D E L H I ) . 

Mr. Wedgwood asked whe the r t h e Under -Secre ta ry of 
S t a t e f o r I n d i a can lay papers showing w h a t steps t h e 
Gove rnmen t of I n d i a a re t ak ing to ob ta in for t h e people 
of I n d i a t h e increase in t h e va lue of land d u e t o t h e change 
of t h e capi ta l t o Delhi, and to t h e erection of B e h a r in to a 
L ieu tenan t -Governorsh ip wi th a capi ta l a t P a t n a 1 

Mr. Newman also asked whether , before t h e decision 
t o r e m o v e t h e seat of I n d i a n G o v e r n m e n t t o Delhi was 
announced , s teps had been t a k e n t o acquire at reasonable 
price such sites for t h e erect ion of Gove rnmen t offices as 
will b e necessary, and t o p rov ide accommoda t ion in a d e q u a t e 
c a n t o n m e n t s for t h e increased whi te popula t ion now 
obliged t o reside in Delhi ; a n d whether , in t h e even t of 
t he answer being in t h e negat ive , it will be possible for t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t t o ob t a in b y compulsory m e t h o d any si tes 
which m a y h a v e recen t ly been acqui red wi th a view to resale 
by n a t i v e or o ther l and specula tors ? 

The Under-Secretary for India (Mr. Montagu) : It was no t 
p rac t i cab le to acqu i re land for t h e new capi tal a t Delhi in 
an t ic ipa t ion of t h e D u r b a r a n n o u n c e m e n t ; b u t immedia te ly 
a f t e r t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t a not i f icat ion under t he I n d i a n L a n d 
Acquis i t ion Act was issued, no t i fy ing t h e in ten t ion of t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t t o acqu i re compulsory lands t o t h e aggregate 
a m o u n t of a b o u t 180 squa re miles in t h e vic ini ty of t h e present 
c i ty of Delhi . T h e Ac t enables t h e S t a t e to pu rchase lands 
so notified a t t h e pr ice based on t h e m a r k e t va lue at t h e d a t e 

of t h e notilic linn, wi th reasonable compensa t ion for 
severance and for c o i u p d i s p o s s e s s i o n ; but in se t t l ing 
the compensa t ion tlic Cour ts m a y no t t a k e accoun t of a n y 
prospect ive increase of value. I n view of these provisions 
and of t he large a rea notif ied for acquisi t ion, t h e I n d i a n 
Gove rnmen t hope to secure a subs tan t i a l p a r t of t h e incre-
m e n t va lue resul t ing f r o m t h e t r ans fe r of t h e capi ta l . 
Similar proceedings to acqu i re laud for a Gove rnmen t 
House and for offices h a v e been t a k e n in t h e neighbourhood 
of P a t n a . T h e r e aro no papers on t h e sub jec t to present . 

Mr. Wedgwood : May 1 ask whe the r t h e pr ice of the 
land on t be d a t e of t h e dec la ra t ion m e a n s before t he 
declara t ion was m a d e or immedia te ly a f t e r , a n d whether 
a n y t h i n g is being done in a similar line a t P a t n a ? 

Mr. Montagu : T b e m a r k e t va lue of t h e l and means 
t h e va lue when t h e not if icat ion was made , f t h i n k it 
was m a d e t h o samo d a y as t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t of Delhi . 

Ml'. Wedgwood : Does t h a t m e a n before t h e change 
of c i rcumstances arose or a f t e r ? 

Mr. Montagu : I t m e a n s on t h e same d a y or the day 
a f t e r t h e change of c i rcumstances arose. 

Mr. Newman : Can t h e r ight lion. Gen t l eman u n d e r t a k e 
t h a t t he r e shall be no e x t r a expense in cost of living 
for those officials who are compelled to change the i r 
residence f rom Calcut ta to Delhi ? 

Mr. Montagu : T h e land has been acquired b y t b e S t a t e 
a t t h e va lue it had when the t r ans fe r was m a d e , and 
the re fore any increase in t he va lue of t h e land will accrue 
t o t h e S ta t e . 

Marquess of Tullibardine : Does t he Under -Secre ta ry 
no t t h i n k t h e I n d i a n G o v e r n m e n t a re qu i te capab le of 
m a n a g i n g I n d i a n affairs w i thou t a n y in te r fe rence f rom here '! 

Mr. Montagu : I n such m a t t e r s as th is t h e Gove rnmen t 
of I n d i a had to o b t a i n t h e sanc t ion of t h e Secre tary of 
S ta te , as t h e noble Lord is well aware . 

On t h e 6 th March, Mr. D u n d a s W h i t e , M . P . , p u t a f u r t h e r 
ques t ion to t h e Under -Sec re t a ry of S t a t e for I n d i a :— 

I N D I A N L A N D A C Q U I S I T I O N A C T . 

Mr. Dundas White asked t h e Under -Secre ta ry of S t a t e 
for I n d i a if he will g r an t a r e t u r n se t t ing ou t t he provisions 
of t h e I n d i a n Land Acquisi t ion Ac t or Acts , a n d the t e rms 
of t h e not i f icat ion recen t ly issued t he reunde r in re la t ion 
t o t h e pu rchase of a b o u t 180 s q u a r e miles of land in t he 
ne ighbourhood of Delhi ? 

Mr. Montagu : I p ropose to p lace a copy of t h e I n d i a n 
L a n d A c q u i s i t i o n A c t a n d of t b e P U N J A B GOVERNMENT 
GAZETTE of 22nd December , 1911, conta in ing the notifica-
t ion in quest ion, in t h e l ibrary. 

This was, of course, d u l y done , a n d wc are now able to 
publ ish t h e mate r ia l sections of t h e Act referred to , and the 
t e r m s of not i f icat ion m a d e under it, which a r e as follows :— 

G O V E R N M E N T O F I N D I A . 
T H E L A N D A C Q U I S I T I O N ACT, 1894. 

(ACT I . O F 1894). 
P A R T I I . A C Q U I S I T I O N . 

Declaration that Land in required for a public purpose. 
6. (1) Sub jec t to t h e provis ions of P a r t VI I . of th i s 

Act , whenever it a p p e a r s to t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t t h a t 
a n y pa r t i cu l a r land is needed for a publ ic purpose , or 
for a C o m p a n y , a dec la ra t ion shal l be m a d e to t h a t effcct 
unde r t b e s igna tu re of a Sec re t a ry to such G o v e r n m e n t 
or of some officer d u l y au thor i sed t o ce r t i fy i ts orders : 

P rov ided t h a t no such dec la ra t ion shall be m a d e unless 
tho compensa t ion to be a w a r d e d for such p rope r ty is to bo 
paid b y a C o m p a n y , or wholly or pa r t l y ou t of public 
r evenues or some f u n d cont ro l led or m a n a g e d by a local 
a u t h o r i t y . 

(2) T b e dec la ra t ion shall bo publ i shed in t b e official 
GAZETTE, a n d shall s t a t e t he d is t r ic t or o the r t e r r i to r ia l 
d ivis ion in which the l and is s i t ua t e , t h e pu rpose for which 
i t is needed , i ts a p p r o x i m a t e a rea , a n d , where a p lan shall 
h a v e been m a d e of t h e l and , t he p lace where such p lan m a y 
be inspec ted . 

(3) T h e said dec la ra t ion shal l be conclusive evidence 
t h a t t h e land is needed for a publ ic pu rpose or for a C o m p a n y , 
as t h e case m a y be ; a n d . a f t e r m a k i n g such dec la ra t ion , 
t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t m a y acqu i r e t be land in m a n n e r 
he r e ina f t e r appear ing . 
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After declaration, Collector to take order for acquisition. 
7. W h e n e v e r a n y l a n d sha l l h a v e b e e n so d e c l a r e d t o b e 

n e e d e d f o r a p u b l i c p u r p o s e , o r f o r a C o m p a n y , t h e L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t , o r s o m e of l icer a u t h o r i s e d b y t h e L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t in t h i s b e h a l f , sha l l d i r e c t t h e C o l l e c t o r t o 
t a k e o r d e r f o r t h e a c q u i s i t i o n of t h e l a n d . 

( T h e s e s e c t i o n s a r e f o l l o w e d b y o t h e r s w i t h s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
p r o v i s i o n s . ) 

T h e n o t i f i c a t i o n u n d e r t h i s Ac t w a s p u b l i s h e d in t h e 
P U N J A B GOVERNMENT GAZETTE of 2 2 n d D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 1 , 
a n d is a s f o l l o w s : 

Department of Revenue and A (/ricutture. 
< leneral. 

The 2 1 st December. 1 9 1 1 . 

Xo. 775. N o t i f i c a t i o n - W h e r e a s i t a p p e a r s t o t h e 
L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r of t h e P u n j a b a n d i t s d e p e n d e n c i e s 
t h a t l a n d is r e q u i r e d b v G o v e r n m e n t f o r a p u b l i c p u r p o s e , 
n a m e l y , f o r t h e n e w c a p i t a l of I n d i a a t D e l h i , i t is h e r e b y 
d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e u n d e r m e n t i o n e d l a n d is r e q u i r e d fo r t h e 
sa id p u r p o s e . 

T h i s d e c l a r a t i o n is m a d e u n d e r t h e p r o v i s i o n s of S e c t i o n 6 
of A c t I . of 1894, a n d u n d e r S e c t i o n 7 of t b e s a id A c t t b e 
Co l l ec to r of t h e De lh i d i s t r i c t is h e r e b y d i r e c t e d t o t a k e 
o r d e r f o r t h o a c q u i s i t i o n of t b e s a i d l a n d . 

( H e r e f o l l o w s t h e S p e c i f i c a t i o n of t b e l a n d in r e s p e c t 
of w h i c h t h e N o t i f i c a t i o n is g i v e n ) . 

FOR STUDENTS AND OTHERS. 

CAN WAGES BE RAISED BY " F O R C E . " 

In t b e d e b a t e o n t h e 15 th F e b r u a r y in t h e H o u s e of 
( o n u n o n s on t h e L a b o u r P a r t y A m e n d m e n t t o t h e A d d r e s s 
in r e p l y t o (l ie K i n g ' s S p e e c h , Sir F r e d e r i c k B a n b u r y sa id : 

The strike in Liverpool raised the wages of the seamen 
and dockers, and of all people connected with transport 
and the docks. The consequence of that was that freights 
were raised and the consumers had to pay an increased 
price. That will always follow. If you raise wages 
artificially, by force, you are bound to raise the costs 
of what those wages produce, and the result of course 
will be that the consuming classes will have to pay more 
than they had to pay before the rise in wages and con-
sequently no one is benefited. 

In l a s t m o n t h ' s i ssue w e p r i n t e d t h e a b o v e a n d i n v i t e d 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e on it . T h e f o l l o w i n g r ep l i e s h a v e b e e n 
r e c e i v e d :— 

( T o t h e E d i t o r , L A N D V A L U E S . ) 

SIR,-—Sir F r e d e r i c k B a n b u r y ' s s t a t e m e n t c o n t a i n s so 
n i n n y h a l f - t r u t h s a n d f a l l a c i o u s c o n c l u s i o n s t h a t a d e q u a t e l y 
l o u n r a v e l t h e m all w o u l d i n v o l v e t h e w r i t i n g of a n 
e l e m e n t a r y t e x t - b o o k of Po l i t i c a l E c o n o m y . S o m e light 
on t h e m , h o w e v e r , m a y b e t h r o w n b y t h e f o l l o w i n g con-
s i d e r a t i o n s . 

If all tin- w e a l t h p r o d u c e d b y t h e c o m m u n i t y w e r e 
d i s t r i b u t e d a s " w a g e s " a m o n g s t t h o s e w h o s e b r a i n s , 
m u s c l e s a n d e n t e r p r i s e c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e n e c e s s a r y w o r k 

the w o r k e r s - t h e n it w o u l d b e t r u e t h a t a n y i n c r e a s e 
iu t h e " w a g e s " of o n e s e c t i o n of t h e w o r k e r s would 
n e c e s s a r i l y h a v e t o b e f o u n d o u t of t h e p o r t i o n a c c r u i n g 
t o t h e r e s t . T o - d a y , h o w e v e r , t h i s w e a l t h is n o t t h u s 
d i s t r i b u t e d . M a n y h a v e spec ia l legal c l a i m s u p o n it w h o 
in n o w a y c o n t r i b u t e to t h e n e c e s s a r y l a b o u r . H e n c e t h e 
w a g e s of a n y sect ion of t h e w o r k e r s , o r of t h e w h o l e of t h e m , 
m i g h t be i nc r ea sed t o t h e fu l l a m o u n t t o - d a y t a k e n b v 
t h e s e l a t t e r p r i v i l e g e d c l a s ses w i t h o u t t b e w a g e s of a n y 
o t h e r of t h e w o r k e r s b e i n g in a n y w a y r e d u c e d , o r t h e 
p r ice of t lie t l ungs t h e y c o n s u m e d b e i n g n e c e s s a r i l y i n c r e a s e d . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g w e l l - k n o w n p a s s a g e s f r o m A d a m S m i t h ' s 
WEALTH OF NATIONS h a v e a d i r e c t b e a r i n g o n t h e q u e s t i o n s 
r a i s e d b y Si r F r e d e r i c k B a n b u r y : 

T h e a n n u a l l a b o u r of e v e r y n a t i o n is t h e f u n d w h i c h 
o r i g i n a l l y s u p p l i e s i t w i t h all t h e n e c e s s a r i e s a n d con-
v e n i e n c e s of life, w h i c h it a n n u a l l y c o n s u m e s , a n d w h ich 
cons i s t a l w a y s e i t h e r in t h e i m m e d i a t e p r o d u c e of t h a t 
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l a b o u r , o r in w h a t is p u r c h a s e d w i t h t h a t p r o d u c e f r o m 
o t h e r n a t i o n s . 

T h e p r o d u c e of l a b o u r c o n s t i t u t e s t h e n a t u r a l 
r e c o m p e n s e o r w a g e s of l a b o u r . . . . A s s o o n a s 
l a n d b e c o m e s p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , t h e l a n d l o r d d e m a n d s 
a s h a r e of a l m o s t al l t h e p r o d u c e w h i c h t h e l a b o u r e r 
c a n e i t h e r r a i s e or co l lec t f r o m i t . H i s r e n t m a k e s t h e 
f i rs t d e d u c t i o n f r o m t h e p r o d u c e of t h e l a b o u r w h i c h is 
e m p l o y e d u p o n l a n d . 

A s all h u m a n l a b o u r is neces sa r i l y e m p l o y e d u p o n l a n d , 
t h e l a n d l o r d ' s r e n t " m a k e s t h e f i r s t d e d u c t i o n f r o m t h e 
p r o d u c e " of a l l l a b o u r . A n d , m a n i f e s t l y , t h e fu l l a m o u n t 
of s u c h d e d u c t i o n s cou ld b e r e s t o r e d t o t h e l a b o u r e r s , a n d 
" w a g e s " b e i n c r e a s e d b y t h i s a m o u n t , w i t h o u t i n v o l v i n g 
a n y i n c r e a s e i n t h e cos t of p r o d u c t i o n or i n v o l v i n g a n y r ise 
in p r i ces . 

So m u c h f o r t h e g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e s u n d e r l y i n g Sir 
F r e d e r i c k ' s conc lu s ions . Let m e n o w b r i e f ly e x a m i n e t h e 
c o n c l u s i o n s t h e m s e l v e s . H e te l l s u s t h a t " t h e s t r i k e in 
L i v e r p o o l r a i s e d t h e w a g e s of all p e o p l e c o n n e c t e d w i t h 
t r a n s p o r t a n d t h e d o c k s " ; a n d t h a t t h e c o n s e q u e n c e of 
t h a t w a s (A) " t h a t f r e i g h t s w e r e r a i s e d . " We l l , t h e y m a y 
h a v e b e e n ; a n d so t h e y m i g h t h a v e b e e n h a d n o s u c h 
s t r i k e t a k e n p l a c e . F o r , a s Sir F r e d e r i c k a n d all o t h e r s 
w h o h a v e e v e r s h i p p e d g o o d s k n o w well e n o u g h , t h e 
f r e i g h t s o b t a i n a b l e d o n o t d e p e u d u p o n t h e w i s h e s o r 
d e m a n d s of s h i p o w n e r s , n o r u p o n t h e w a g e s t h e y h a v e 
t o p a y t o t h e i r " h a n d s , " b u t u p o n a t h o u s a n d d i f f e r e n t 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e r e l a t i v e s u p p l y of s l i ips a n d of g o o d s 
t h a t a r e r e a d y f o r s h i p m e n t , a m o n g s t o t h e r s . H e con -
t i n u e s - (B) " a n d t h e c o n s u m e r s l iad t o p a y a n i n c r e a s e d 
p r i c e . " A n i n c r e a s e d p r i c e t W h a t fo r ? F o r t h e 
f r e i g h t , o r f o r t h e g o o d s s h i p p e d a s f r e i g h t ? T h e f o r m e r 
I h a v e s h o w n t o b e q u e s t i o n a b l e ; t h e l a t t e r is s t i l l m o r e 
q u e s t i o n a b l e . F o r t h e v a l u e o r p r i c e of a n y goods , of a n y 
s t a p l e p r o d u c t , d o e s n o t d e p e n d u p o n t h e c o s t of p r o d u c i n g 
it a n d p l a c i n g it on t h e m a r k e t , b y t h e b e s t m e a n s a n d f r o m 
t h e bes t s o u r c e s of s u p p l y , b u t u p o n i t s cos t of p r o d u c t i o n 
b y t h e w o r s t m e a n s a n d f r o m t h e p o o r e s t s o u r c e s t o w h i c h 
t h e d e m a n d of t h e m a r k e t n e c e s s i t a t e t h e c o m m u n i t y t o 
h a v e r e s o u r c e . T h u s , t h e p r i c e o r v a l u e of coal o r of c o r n 
d o e s n o t d e p e n d u p o n i t s cost- of p r o d u c t i o n f r o m t h e b e s t 
m i n e o r t h e m o s t f e r t i l e l a u d , b u t u p o n i t s cos t f r o m t h e 
poores t o r w o r s t s i t u a t e d m i n e , o r t h e p o o r e s t o r w o r s t 
s i t u a t e d l a n d , t o w h i c h t h e c o m m u n i t y h a s t o h a v e r e s o u r c e . 
H e n c e , w h e n t h e c o n s u m e r b u y s a t o n of coal o r a s a c k 
of w h e a t , t h e p r i c e h e h a s t o p a y is n o t n e c e s s a r i l y all 
p a y m e n t t o t h e w o r k e r s , a g r i c u l t u r i s t s , s e a m e n , d o c k e r s , 
&c. , w h o h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d t o w a r d s i t s p r o d u c t i o n ; s o m e 
of it goes t o p a y r e n t t o t h o s e o w n i n g or c o n t r o l l i n g t h e 
use of t h e b e t t e r m i n e s o r t h e m o s t f e r t i l e l a n d , a n d of 
l a n d s p e c i a l l y s u i t a b l e f o r r a i l w a y s , d o c k s , a n d so o n . All 
of w h i c h l a t t e r c o u l d b e a b s o r b e d f o r p u b l i c p u r p o s e s , o r 
f o r t h e b e n e f i t of t h e w o r k e r s , w i t h o u t i n c r e a s i n g b y a 
s i ng l e f r a c t i o n t h e p r ioe t h e y w o u l d h a v e t o p a y f o r a n y 
c o m m o d i t y . T h e p r i c e of all c o m m o d i t i e s w o u l d b e k e p t 
a t t h e i r n a t u r a l or e c o n o m i c level , t e m p o r a r i l y a f f e c t e d 
b y s u p p l y a n d d e m a n d ; a n d t h e p r i ce , w a g e s o r e a r n i n g s 
of l a b o u r w o u l d b e k e p t a t i t s n a t u r a l level . A n d t h u s 
A d a m S m i t h ' s i dea l w o u l d b e r e a c h e d , a n d t h e l a b o u r e r s 
s e c u r e d " t h e fu l l n a t u r a l r e c o m p e n s e o r w a g e s of l a b o u r , " 
v iz . . t h e p r o d u c e of t h e i r l a b o u r . 

T o m y m i n d , s t r i k e s a r e b e t t e r t h a n d u m b a c q u i e s c e n c e 
in t h e lot t o w h i c h t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m of l a n d t e n u r e a n d 
t a x a t i o n c o n d e m n t h e l a b o u r i n g c lasses . Of c o u r s e , t h e 
f a r b e t t e r m e t h o d w o u l d b e a n o r g a n i s e d m o v e m e n t t o 
a l t e r t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m of l a n d t e n u r e a n d t a x a t i o n , so a s 
t o s e c u r e e q u a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o al l . f a v o u r s t o n o n e . 
A n d t o - d a y t h e r e a r e a b u n d a n t s igns t h a t s u c h a m o v e m e n t 
c a n n o t l o n g b e d e l a y e d . — Y o u r s , &c., 

8, D a w s o n P l a c e , L E W I S H . B E R E N S . 
L o n d o n . W . 

( T o t h e E d i t o r , LAND V A L U E S . ) 
D E A R S I B , - — 

A s i n v i t e d , 1 b e g t o c o n t r i b u t e a* a s t u d e n t of E c o n o m i c s 
a n a n s w e r t o t h e q u e s t i o n p u t f o r w a r d i n y o u r M a r c h n u m b e r 
o f L A N D V A L U E S . 

If t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t w a g e s cou ld b e r a i sed b y f o r c e 
w a s a t r u e one , w e s h o u l d , I t h i n k , f ind t h e c o n d i t i o n of 
t h e m a s s e s a t t l i e present , d a y m a t e r i a l l y b e t t e r . E c o n o m i c -
a l l y w e know a s t r i k e o r o t h e r f o r c e a b l e m e t h o d s c a n n o t 
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p e r m a n e n t l y effect a r ise in wages, because, where t h e 
supp ly of labour' is so condi t ioned t h a t t he r e is an overflow 
of workers as compared w i t h employers t h e resul t in a rise 
ot a n y pa r t i cu l a r b r a n c h has t h e effect of caus ing outs ide 
compe t i t i on f r o m t h a t class which is unemployed , as well as 
f r o m classes of l abour which work for a less wage. 

W h e n a n y one pa r t i cu l a r b r a n c h of labour does art if icially 
raise i ts wages, it necessari ly follows t h a t t he cost of 
p roduc t ion of t h e ma te r i a l s which pass t h r o u g h i ts h a n d s a r e 
increased. This rise in t h e pr ice of t h e goods to t he con-
s u m e r consequen t ly lessens his purchas ing power in t h e 
s a m e propor t ion . I n lessening t h e purchas ing power of 
t h e c o n s u m e r you u l t ima te ly lessen p roduc t ion , because as 
t r a d e is on ly t h e exchange of commodit ies , by lessening 
t h e p roduc t ion of one class you consequent ly lessen the 
p roduc t ion of all o the r classes. 

T h e only p e r m a n e n t m e t h o d of rais ing t h e condi t ion of 
t h e masses t h r o u g h a n increase in wages is no t by m a k i n g 
t h e cost of t h e p r o d u c t i o n of wea l th greater , b u t b y m a k i n g 
it cheaper . To do th i s we m u s t first h a v e g rea te r access 
to t h a t f a c t o r of p roduc t ion which is essential to bo th 
capi ta l a n d labour , n a m e l y , the land . To m a k e land more 
accessible to labour a n d capi ta l we mus t so a r r ange to 
m a k e t h e wi thhold ing of land ou t of use unprof i t ab le . T o 
br ing t h i s a b o u t we h a v e s imply t o relieve labour , i ndus t ry , 
and thrift , f r o m t h e f e t t e r s which now limit t h e m . These 
fe t te rs a re t h e t a x a t i o n imposed, a n d we m u s t p u t th i s t a x a -
t ion u p o n t h e u n i m p r o v e d va lue of t he land , which va lue 
essential ly belongs t o t h e s ta te , be ing c rea ted by the 
i n d u s t r y a n d g rowth of t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

W e would t h u s , b y m a k i n g t h e r e t en t ion of unused land 
unprof i t ab le , cause more land t o be p u t in to use. giv ing 
more scope for t h e use of capi ta l and t h e emp loymen t of 
labour . T h o p roduc t ion of wea l th would be grea t ly 
increased, commodi t ies become cheaper , less unemploy-
m e n t caused b y g rea te r oppor tun i t i e s to work, and a 
decrease in r en t s caused b y t h e g rea te r compe t i t ion be tween 
l andowners to h a v e the i r land p u t to use. 

A g rea te r p rosper i ty of t h e c o m m u n i t y would t h u s be 
a t t a i ned , l abour able to d e m a n d i ts j u s t r eward in p ropor t ion 
t o p roduc t ion , t h e lot of t h e general consumer become 
be t t e r on accoun t of t h e decrease in t h e cost of living. 

Yours t ru ly , 
M . W A R R I N E R , J U N . 

7, A v e n u e Elmers , .Surbiton, Sur rey . 

( T o t h e E d i t o r , L A N D V A L U E S . ) 
S I R , — 

T h e s t a t e m e n t which you q u o t e f rom Sir F . B a n b u r y 
and on which you inv i te c o m m e n t a m o u n t s t o t h e asser t ion 
t h a t it. is impossible for a real rise in wages t o t a k e place 
because such rise will a lways be neutra l i sed b y increased 
cost of goods. On t h e face of i t t he re seems some th ing 
wrong here . T a k e the miners who a re now on s t r ike for 
higher wage. Tho min ing i n d u s t r y p a y s toll of £6,000,000 
annua l ly to roya l ty owners . I n r e t u r n for th is £6,000,000 
no service is pe r fo rmed . Suppos ing now, th is f u n d were 
d r a w n on to sa t i s fy t h e d e m a n d s of t h e miners . Clearly a 
rise in wage would t hen occur w i t h o u t a d d i n g to t he price 
of coal. 

Go a s t e p f u r t h e r a n d remi t t he miners ' b reak fas t - t ab le 
t axes b y a n o t h e r dig a t th is £6,000,000, and wages would 
rise again . 

Now a p p l y th is pr inciple to all o the r indust r ies , i.e., let 
increased wages be paid ou t of g round ren t s (whether 
g round r en t s in t owns or g round r en t s in t he coun t ry ) and 
a genera l rise in wages will resul t . Siinplv d raw on g round 
ren ts for t he difference. T h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values will 
do i t . a n d t h a t is t h e answer to t h e r iddle. This plan of 
act ion would t e n d to raise wages in ye t a n o t h e r way, 
because l abour would become more p roduc t ive , so t h a t the re 
would exis t a g rea te r f u n d f rom which labour would be 
paid. T h e s t imula t ing effect of t h e t a x in forcing all land 
to i ts m o s t p roduc t ive use would mean the calling in to 
being of wea l th which is no t now produced , owing to t he 
res t r ic t ive effect of present land laws. 

T h u s wages would rise w i thou t caus ing increased prices, 
b e c a u s e : — 

(A) T h e r e would be more t o share ou t , a n d (B) the paras i t e 
who now shares wi th t h e p roducer in t he presen t res t r ic ted 
product ion would be gone .—Yours t ru ly . 

W . R . L E S T E R . 
Clifton Lodge. Biggleswade, Beds. 

T o t h e E d i t o r . L A N K V A L U E S . 

'SIR,— AS it seems to me. Sir Frederick B a n b u r y ' s 
con ten t ion pract ica l ly a m o u n t s to t h e assert ion tha t you 
c a n n o t " raise wages ar t i f icial ly, by force ," of a n y one 
g roup of workers save a t the expense of the rest, of t h e 
workers . And this would undoub ted ly be t r u e if t h e full 
f ru i t s of t he toil of the workers of t he c o m m u n i t y were 
w i t h o u t deduc t ion of a n y kind d i s t r i bu t ed amongs t t hem. 
As eve rybody knows, however , th is is not the case yet ; 
as an ever- increasing por t ion and propor t ion of these resul ts 
is to -day legally c la imed by those who do not necessarily 
t ake any pa r t in t he co-opera t ive labour . Hence it is that 
a n y increase in the wages of any one g roup of worke r s m a y 
be secured either at t he expense of t he rest of the workers , 
in increased prices, or at t he expense of t he non-workers 
to -day c la iming a share of t he wea l th p roduced wi thout 
t ak ing a n y pa r t in t he necessary work . In o ther words, 
if all " consumers " were necessarily " p roducer s . " or 
engaged in render ing services to producers . Sir Freder ick 
B a n b u r y ' s con ten t ions would be necessarily t rue . But 
as to -day some are p e r m i t t e d to consume wi thou t p roduc ing 
a n y t h i n g , it is not necessarily t rue ; since the share accruing 
to these people m a y the reby be reduced , and corres-
pond ing ly t he share of t he workers increased. 

T h e m a r k e t , f rom which we all d r a w such suppl ies of the 
necessaries and conveniences of life as we can c o m m a n d , 
m a y be likened to a huge reservoir , which the labour 
of t h e c o m m u n i t y is employed keeping filled by t h e best 
means a n d f rom such n a t u r a l sources as a r e ava i lab le to its 
act ivi t ies . Day and night t h e c reak ing of t he p u m p s m a y be 
hea rd , keeping the reservoir supplied with all sor ts of 
commodi t i es and in eve ry s tage of p roduc t ion , according 
to " t h e d e m a n d s of t h e m a r k e t . " Day b y day some m a y 
be seen s ink ing exhaus t ed , dy ing f rom ne rvous s t ra in and 
overwork , whilst o thers a re per ishing f rom lack of work , 
or r a t he r f rom lack of t h e good th ings wi th which the 
reservoir is a b u n d a n t l y suppl ied , b u t f rom which t h e great 
body of t h e workers can only d raw when a t work . S t range 
to say , however , ne i the r all t h e n a t u r a l sources a r e in use. 
nor are all t he workers , capab le , r e ady a n d willing t o work , 
fu l ly and c o n s t a n t l y employed . 

I t is t h e c o m m a n d of these sources by others , which 
enslaves and impover ishes labour ; it is t h e c o m m a n d 
of these sources b y o thers t h a n the workers , which p roduces 
p o v e r t y in t he mids t of p l en ty ; it is t h e c o m m a n d of these 
sources b y o thers , which p reven t t h e workers e n j o y i n g the 
ful l f ru i t s of the i r own act ivi t ies , and f rom replenishing the 
reservoir wi th more t h a n enough t o sa t i s fy t h e legi t imate 
d e m a n d s of all. T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values will set f r ee 
these sources of wea l th , fill t h e reservoi r t o t h e b r im and 
raise wages t o t h e point of full ea rn ings . 

Yours , &c., 
A S E E K E R A F T E R T R U T H . 

T h e fol lowing is t a k e n f rom t h e House of C o m m o n s 
Deba te on Sir A. Griff i th Boscawen ' s Hous ing of t h e 
W o r k i n g Classes Bill (15th M a r c h ) : — 

VISCOUNT WOLMKR: T h e u n r a t i n g of houses or t h e r a t ing 
of land. I do n o t know whe the r t h e hon. Member (Mr. 
Wedgwood) m a k e s himself responsible for a leaflet issued 
b y the Midland Land Values League. If he does, a n d if 
he believes w h a t t h a t leaflet s ta tes , I can qu i t e u n d e r s t a n d 
why he t h i n k s t h a t his is t h e be t t e r a l t e rna t ive . 1 will 
r ead ou t a few of t h e hund red reasons p u t fo rward by 
t h a t league. T h e first is t h a t : 

I t will encourage a r t . 
T h e n :— 

Diminish acc iden ts to workmen, lessen b a n k r u p t c y , 
m a k e wages genuine , abolish child labour , abolish food 
adu l t e r a t i on , d iminish gambl ing , s top street, noises, no 
worry. 

If t h e hon. Members for P o n t e f r a c t and Newcas t le -under-
L y m e really believe t h a t b y u n r a t i n g houses or r a t i ng land , 
whichever t hey choose t o eall f t , t h e y will p r o d u c e t h e 
mif lenniuni , t hen all we can say is t h e sooner t h e y set 
t o work t h e be t t e r . 

c 2 
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HERE AND THERE. 

" I will n e v e r p u t o n m y e o a t u n t i l t h i s g r e a t q u e s t i o n , 
t h e R a t i n g of L a n d V a l u e s , is s e t t l e d . " - - T H E LORD ADVOCATE 
a t P o r t s m o u t h , 18th M a r c h . 

* * * 

L e w i s h a m g u a r d i a n s h a v e b e e n a s k e d b y a r a t e p a y e r 
t o bu i ld h i m a c o t t a g e o u t of t b e r a t e s r e c e i v e d f r o m 
h i m d u r i n g m a n y y e a r s . H e s e n t t h e m p l a n s , wh ich 
i n c l u d e d a f o u n t a i n in t h e g a r d e n . THE PEOPLE, 17th 
M a r c h . 

* * * 

T h e i n s p i r i n g n e w s of t b e w o r k b e i n g d o n e in Y o r k s h i r e 
r e p o r t e d in t h i s i s sue is a t r i u m p h a n t v i n d i c a t i o n of t h e 
o p e n i n g of t h o L e e d s off ice 15 m o n t h s ago , a n d jus t i f i es 
f u l l y t h e r e m o v a l of W i l l i a m R e i d t o t h a t p a r t of t h e v ine -
y a r d . I n all t h i s g o o d w o r k , w i t h m o r e t o fo l low, we 
co rd i a l l y p a s s a v o t e of c o n f i d e n c e a n d w a r m e s t con-
g r a t u l a t i o n s t o o u r c o - w o r k e r s , Char los H . S m i t h s o n a n d 
F r e d S k i r r o w . As t h e C h a i r m a n a n d a s t h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e 
Y o r k s h i r e L e a g u e , w h i c h p o s i t i o n s t h e y h o l d b y t h e r i g h t 
of l ong y e a r s se rv ice , a n d b y t h e e s t e e m a n d c o n f i d e n c e 
of t h e i r fe l low w o r k e r s , t h e y h a v e beon m o r e t h a n success fu l . 
O u r i d e a s a n d o u r p r a c t i c a l p o l i c y n o w hold a n a b i d i n g 
a n d a n e n d u r i n g p l ace in t h e p u b l i c l ife of Y o r k s h i r e . T h i s 
is r ecogn i sed by f r i e n d a n d foe a l ike , a n d i t is m a i n l y d u e 
t o t h e u n t i r i n g e f f o r t s a n d b r i l l i a n t l e a d e r s h i p of o u r well 
e s t e e m e d a n d f a i t h f u l co l leagues . Y e a r s ago t h e y f o u g h t 
s ingle h a n d e d a n d a l o n e ; t o - d a y t h e y h a v e t h e i r r e w a r d 
in a g r o w i n g m o v e m e n t w h i c h is n o t s lowly a l t e r i n g t h e 
po l i t i c a l o u t l o o k in t h e d i r e c t i o n of t h e i r idea l . Y e s t e r d a y 
t h e y s t o o d a l o n e ; t o - d a y t h e y a r e s u r r o u n d e d b y scores of 
i n t e r e s t e d a n d i n f o r m e d c o - w o r k e r s , wh i l e e a c h d a y b r i n g s 
f r e s h r e c r u i t s i n sp i r ed w i t h t h e k n o w l e d g e a n d e n t h u s i a s m 
t h a t c o u n t s in o u r f i g h t f o r i n d u s t r i a l f r e e d o m . 

T h e R i g h t H o n . T . M ' K i n n o n W o o d , M . P . , S e c r e t a r y f o r 
S c o t l a n d , l ias a p p o i n t e d Mr . ,T. D u n d a s W h i t e , M . P . , t o b e 
b is P a r l i a m e n t a r y P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y ( u n p a i d ) . 

* * * 

A m o n g t h e e v e n t s a n d g o o d n e w s c h r o n i c l e d in t h i s 
i ssue w e d i r e c t a t t e n t i o n t o Counc i l lo r W m . D . H a m i l t o n ' s 
M o t o r V a n C r u s a d e . Mr . H a m i l t o n is o u t f o r t h e fu l l 
gospel , w h i c h will b e p r e a c h e d f r o m his v a n a p a r t f r o m 
p a r t y pol i t ics , or a n y o t h e r l ike c o n s i d e r a t i o n . H e is i n 
e a r n e s t a n d p r o f o u n d l y be l i eves t h a t in t h i s w a y lie c a n 
b e s t d o h i s s h a r e of t h e w o r k . W e h e a r t i l y w i s h h i m well 
in t h i s v e n t u r e , a n d w o u l d sugges t t o all w h o a p p r o v e 
t h a t i t c o s t s m o n e y f o r u p k e e p , r e p a i r s , p e t r o l . &c. Mr. 
H a m i l t o n a s k s fo r n o h e l p t h a t c a n b e o t h e r w i s e u s e d or 
is b e i n g u s e d t o a d v a n c e t h e m o v e m e n t ; b u t h is o u t f i t l ias 
been t o h i m n o s m a l l sacr i f ice , a n d w e feel s u r e h e wou ld 
w e l c o m e a f r i e n d l y a n d h e l p i n g h a n d t o k e e p b i s " I n s t i -
t u t e " oil whee ls . 

* * * 

Mr. J o s e p h F e l s r e c e n t l y p o s t e d a c o p y of PROGRESS AND 
POVERTY ( D e n t ' s E v e r y m a n ' s L i b r a r y E d i t i o n , Is .) t o t h e 
A r c h b i s h o p of C a n t e r b u r y , a n d rece ived t h e fo l lowing 
a c k n o w l e d g m e n t :-— 

L a m b e t h P a l a c e , S . E . 
F e b r u a r y 2 2 n d , 1912. 

My d e a r Sir . 
T h e A r c h b i s h o p of C a n t e r b u r y b i d s m e t h a n k y o u fo r 

y o u r l e t t e r of F e b r u a r y 13th , a n d t h e c o p y of H e n r y 
G e o r g e ' s PROGRESS AND POVERTY w h i c h y o u sent h i m . 
He is glad t o h a v e in such a h a n d y f o r m a book w i t h 
w h i c h he h a s long b e e n a c q u a i n t e d , a n d of w h i c h b e l ias 
a w e l l - t h u m b e d c o p y o n his she lves . 

I a m , 
Y o u r s f a i t h f u l l y , 

J . V . M A C M I L L A N 
(Chap la in ) . 

* * * 

S p e a k i n g at t h e S u r v e y o r s ' I n s t i t u t i o n on 11 th M a r c h , 
d u r i n g t h e c o n t i n u e d d e b a t e on Mr . Sav i l l ' s p a p e r o n t h e 
S ing le T a x . Mr. T r u s t r a m E v e s a id , a c c o r d i n g t o t b e ESTATES 

GAZETTE of 16 th M a r c h , t h a t h e w e n t t o t h e U n i t e d 
C o m m i t t e e off ices, a n d h e s p e n t a l i t t l e m o n e y o n t h e i r 
l e a f l e t s — i n f a c t , t h e r e w a s m o r e l i t e r a t u r e t o be g o t a t t h e 
off ices f o r 5s. t h a n a t a n y o t h e r p l a c e in L o n d o n . O n e 
p a m p h l e t t o o k h i s f a n c y . I t w a s " 100 R e a s o n s f o r T a x i n g 
L a n d V a l u e s . " H e w o u l d o n l y r e a d a p o r t i o n of t h e t a b l e 
of c o n t e n t s , w h i c h i n c l u d e d " A c c i d e n t s t o W o r k e r s " 
d i m i n i s h e d , " A n t i q u a r i a n R e m a i n s " p r e s e r v e d , " A r t " 
e n c o u r a g e d , " B a n k r u p t c i e s " l e s sened , " C h a r i t i e s " m a d e 
g e n u i n e , " C h u r c h D i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t " if de s i r ed , " F a c t o r y 
A c t s " u n n e c e s s a r y , " G a m b l i n g " d i m i n i s h e d , " I n s a n i t y " 
d i m i n i s h e d , a n d n u m e r o u s o t h e r r e a s o n s . 

* * * 

S o m e 4 ,600 m e m b e r s of t h e S u r v e y o r s ' I n s t i t u t i o n h a d 
p o s t e d t o t h e m las t m o n t h a c o p y of t h e M a r c h issue 
of LAND VALUES, o t h e r e x p l a n a t o r y l i t e r a t u r e , a n d a n 
i n v i t a t i o n t o b e c o m e a r e g u l a r s u b s c r i b e r . A Y o r k s h i r e 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t wr i t e s , M a r c h 1 7 t h : " A m e m b e r of t h e 
S u r v e y o r s ' I n s t i t u t i o n w a s c o m p l i m e n t i n g o u r h e a d -
q u a r t e r s ( t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e ) t o - d a y o n t h e s m a r t 
a c t i v i t y d i s p l a y e d in s e n d i n g o u t so p r o m p t l y o u r l i t e r a t u r e 
in r e p l y t o t h e p a p e r r e a d b e f o r e t h e i r Soc ie ty l a s t m o n t h . ' 

* * * 

A t a m e e t i n g of t h e W i g a n B o r o u g h Counci l , r e p o r t e d 
in t h e WIGAN OBSERVER of 9 th M a r c h , i t w a s s t a t e d t h a t 
t h e F i n a n c e C o m m i t t e e h a d p r a c t i c a l l y ca r r i ed a r e so lu t ion 
s u p p o r t i n g t h e G la sgow T o w n Counc i l ' s p e t i t i o n t o Pa r l i a -
m e n t f o r p o w e r s f o r local a u t h o r i t i e s t o r a t e l a n d va lues , 
w h e n " s u d d e n l y a m e m b e r of t b e c o m m i t t e e a s k e d w h a t 
i t w o u l d c o s t t h e m . " T h e T o w n Clerk r ep l i ed t h a t i t 
wou ld cos t a g u i n e a , w h e r e u p o n a n a m e n d m e n t w a s m o v e d , 
s e c o n d e d , a n d c a r r i e d t h a t no a c t i o n b e t a k e n . T h e 
Counc i l d e c i d e d t o r e f e r t h e m a t t e r b a c k fo r f u r t h e r con-
s i d e r a t i o n . If t h e M a n c h e s t e r L a n d V a l u e s L e a g u e h a p p e n 
t o be in f u n d s w e h o p e t h e y will s e n d on t h a t g u i n e a . I t 
m a y h e l p t o s o f t e n t h e h a r d h e a r t s of t h e Counc i l w h o 
r e g a r d t h e p r i ce t oo b ig t o p a y fo r a c h a n g e in t h e s y s t e m 
of r a t i n g t h a t w o u l d p u t t h e W i g a n peop l e in possess ion 
of t h e i r o w n p u b l i c l y e a r n e d v a l u e s . 

* * * 

W h e n t h e S t a t e abo l i shes t h e p r iv i l ege of p r i v a t e t a x a t i o n 
t h e d e m a n d f o r l a b o u r wil l b e c o m e g r e a t e r t h a n t b e s u p p l y , 
a n d w a g e e a r n e r s will b e in a pos i t i on t o b a r g a i n e f f i c ien t ly 
w i t h o u t o r g a n i s a t i o n . T h o s e w h o n o w e n j o y t h e p r iv i l ege 
will c ry " C o n f i s c a t i o n , " b u t t h e A c t w o u l d b e o n e of 
r e s t i t u t i o n . 

L e t u s c a r r y o u r r e s p e c t fo r p r o p e r t y r i g h t s t o i t s logical 
conc lus ion a n d r e s t o r e t o soc ie ty t h e p r o p e r t y in l a n d v a l u e s 
wh ich i t c r e a t e s . N o a m o u n t of legal s u b t l e t y c a n e x c u s e 
t b e c o n t i n u a n c e of e n a c t m e n t s w h i c h d e n y t h e e q u a l r i g h t s of 
all m e n t o t h e b o u n t i e s of n a t u r e . — F . W . GARRISON in t h e 
DAILY NEWS, 2 0 t b M a r c h . 

* * * 

T h e r o o t r e m e d y f o r t h e c o n d i t i o n s w o r s e t h a n s l a v e r y 
n o w e x i s t i n g in v i l l age o r t o w n s l u m s is n o t t h e p r o v i s i o n 
of s h e l t e r s f o r t h e s l aves , b u t s e t t i n g t h e s l aves a t l i b e r t y . 
T a k e off t h e e n o r m o u s t a x e s o n all h o m e s , a n d c a p i t a l 
will s o o n b e a t t r a c t e d b a c k t o so n a t u r a l a n d (if f r e e d ) 
s t a b l e a s e c u r i t y a s h o m e s fo r a f r e e p e o p l e . — F r o m a l e t t e r 
b y " B u i l d e r " t o t h e NATION of 2 4 t h F e b r u a r y . 

* * * 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e P O R T S M O U T H E V E N I N G N E W S o f 8 t h 
M a r c h , m a r k e d i m p r o v e m e n t s h a v e b e e n e f f e c t e d a t t h e 
n e w H i l s e a a l l o t m e n t g r o u n d s . A s u m of n e a r l y £200 
h a s b e e n s p e n t in d r a i n a g e , &c., i n c i d e n t a l l y g i v i n g w o r k 
to t h e u n e m p l o y e d , a n d b y t h e f i l l ing in of a l o n g d i t c h 
a n d s o m e low- ly ing l a n d f o u r a c r e s h a v e been a d d e d f o r 
p u b l i c use . T h e W a r D e p a r t m e n t a r e so a p p r e c i a t i v e 
of t h e w a y t h e C o r p o r a t i o n h a s i m p r o v e d t h e i r l a n d at 
H i l s e a t h a t t h e y w a n t t o ra i se t b e r e n t £7 fo r 24 a c r e s ! 

* * * 

" I c o m e t o t e l l y o u , " s a id a c i t y t e n a n t t o h i s l a n d l o r d . 
" t h a t m y cel lar is f u l l of w a t e r . " " W e l l , " r e s p o n d e d 
t h e l a n d l o r d i n d i g n a n t l y , " w h a t d o y o u e x p e c t t o ge t 
fo r £2 a m o n t h — a cel lar f u l l of b e e r ? "—FRASERBURGH 
A D V E R T I S E R . 
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R U R A L NEWS. 
See yonder poor, o 'er- laboured wight. 

So abject , mean, and vile. 
Who begs a b ro ther of the ear th 

To give him leave, t o toil. 

And see his lordly fellow worm 
The poor pet i t ion spurn 

Unmind fu l though a weeping wife 
And helpless offspring mourn . 

If I ' m designed yon lordling's slave 
By Na tu re ' s law designed, 

W h y was an independent wish 
E ' e r p l an ted in m y mind ? 

If not, why a m I subject, t o 
His cruel ty or scorn, 

Oh, why has m a n t h e will and power 
To make his fellow mourn ? 

—Robert Burns. 

This month we are devoting eight pages in L A N D V A L U E S 

to our rural campaign, which will be published separately 
for circulation in Wiltshire and other country districts. 
From the reports furnished by Miss Bonking and Mr. 
R. C. Orr, it will be seen tha t the campaign proceeds 
encouragingly. The Coal Strike with all its unhappy 
a t tendant evils, the unfavourable weather and the activities 
of the Insurance Act, lecturers, have all been in the way 
of our missionaries, bu t notwithstanding these obstacles, 
which we trust will soon pass out of sight, the reports 
we publish indicate an open and developing field for our 
good news. The rural people are not just so simple as 
some folk would lead us to believe, nor are they slow to 
reason out the case for themselves. They know they are 
already on the land, but in a poor way. They want better 
conditions and they know by experience and by the very 
nature of their employment t ha t only cruel land laws 
stand between them and freedom from the slavery they 
now so patiently endure. The land they know is their 
natural employer. There is no complicated " capitalistic 
system," as in the towns, obscuring their vision of what 
the Land Question means to them. 

The idle acres everywhere around speak to them daily of 
what might be done, of the wages unearned t h a t might be 
earned, and of ideal housing conditions. The dream of 
the rural labourer is to marry his labour in freedom to the 
land, and he looks forward to the realisation of this dream. 
After all he asks for little—only the use of a patch of ground 
and a home worth calling his own. With these Ills 
independence is assured, without these life to him must 
remain what i t is—a dull, dreary and hopeless thing. 
These idle acres are crying to the labourers t o come and 
till them. They will surely not cry for ever in vain. Our 
explanatory literature is abroad in the land. It is being 
distributed from door to door and many "conversa t ions " 
are taking place in the humble homes of Wiltshire, and in 
the near fu ture we shall have with us a band of informed 
men and women who will themselves make our proposals 
plain to their neighbours. Meanwhile we proceed with 
confidence and hope in our rural campaign. Taxation of 
Land Values means idle acres for willing hands 

CRUSADERS WANTED. 

A Petition to the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 
following terms is now available for signatures by all who 
believe in the Taxation of Land Values and the untaxing of 
industry as a means of overthrowing the monopoly in land, 
widening the field for employment, raising wages, and pro-
viding the natural means to decent housing accommoda-
tion. 

PETITION TO THE CHANCELLOR OF THE 
EXCHEQUER 

The Petition of the undersigned adult residents of 
Wiltshire respectfully sheweth :— 

(1) Tha t the condition of those who labour upon the 
soil of Wiltshire s tands in urgent need of improvement. 
The wage of the agricultural labourer is a miserable 
pittance. His home is often a hovel, and even such is 
hard to obtain. Nor has the labourer a chance to rise 
by obtaining land on reasonable terms. These conditions 
are the result of the land being monopolised and withheld 
from full use ; the Landowners' Return of 1873 showed 
t h a t 44 proprietors held 465,601 acres or over half the 
county. 

(2) Tha t in the towns of Wiltshire wages are low as 
the result of the people being driven from the villages to 
compete for work in such centres ; the Census of 1901 
showed tha t during the previous ten years 20,000 people 
had migrated from the rural districts of the county. 

(3) That the rates as a t present assessed bear heavily 
on tradespeople, on smallholders and market gardeners, 
and on all who put land to its best use, thus discouraging 
the use of land and encouraging its withdrawal from 
labour, thereby causing unemployment and low wages. 

(4) Tha t taxes on necessities such as tea and sugar, 
and rates levied on buildings, fall severely and unfairly 
upon all workers. 

Wherefore your Petit ioners pray t h a t you will be 
pleased to— 

(1) Levy such a t ax upon the value of all land whether 
in town or country as will compel its full use, so t ha t a 
demand for labour may be created tha t will ensure a just 
wage to both town and rural workers ; 

(2) Apply the money raised by tha t tax to take the 
place of the tea and sugar duties which press so heavily 
on the poor, and to reduce the rates for education, poor 
relief, main roads, police and asylums, which as now 
assessed are a burden and penalty on industry. 

Your Petitioners know tha t a t ax on land values cannot 
be a t ax on agriculture or any industry. Such a t ax 
would fall upon what the Prime Minister has called " the 
communal value " of land, and we welcome his state-
ment t h a t " he regarded this question as of great import-
ance both in its urban and in its rural aspects, al though, 
in his opinion, the rural aspect was more urgent at the. 
present t ime." 

Fur thermore your Petitioners pray tha t you may be 
pleased to come to Swindon to receive their Petit ion and 
reply to those who look to you to uphold the rights of the 
people against monopoly and privilege! 
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SPADE WORK IN WILTSHIRE. 

D u r i n g t h e m o n t h Mr . R . ( ' . O r r a n d Miss P o n k i n g 
h a v e b e e n d o i n g s u c c e s s f u l s p a d e w o r k in C h i p p e n h a m 
D i v i s i o n . O n t h e 2 0 t h , Mr . R . 0 . O r r a n d Mr . R . L . 
O u t h w a i t e s p o k e a t C h i p p e n h a m t o a n e n t h u s i a s t i c g a t h e r -
ing . 

T h e r a t i n g q u e s t i o n i n t i m a t e l y c o n c e r n s C h i p p e n h a m , 
t h e r a t e s b e i n g 8s. in t h e £. T h e r a t i n g a r e a is MOO ac res , 
of w h i c h 150 a c r e s e s c a p e a s " a g r i c u l t u r a l " l a n d . A 
se lec t s i t e of a n a c r e r e c e n t l y so ld f o r o v e r £7 ,000 . T h e 
f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n w a s c a r r i e d w i t h t w o d i s s e n t i e n t s : - -

T h i s m e e t i n g f u l l y s y m p a t h i s e s w i t h t h o s e i n d u s t r a l 
w o r k e r s w h o a r e e n d e a v o u r i n g t o get a f a i r r e t u r n for 
t h e i r l a b o u r a n d c o n s i d e r s t h a t s t e p s s h o u l d h e t a k e n 
t o s e c u r e a h i g h e r w a g e fo r r u r a l w o r k e r s , a n d is of 
o p i n i o n t h a t a n e f f e c t i v e m e a n s is t o b e f o u n d in t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , w h i c h b y f o r c i n g l a n d i n t o 
use will c r e a t e s u c h a d e m a n d fo r l a b o u r a s will e n a b l e 
t h e w o r k e r t o o b t a i n a just r e w a r d . F u r t h e r m o r e t h i s 
m e e t i n g is of o p i n i o n t h a t t h e p r o p e r m e t h o d t o i m p r o v e 
r u r a l h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s is t o r a i s e w a g e s b y f r e e i n g t h e 
l a n d . 

T h e g r o u n d h a s n o w b e e n p r e p a r e d in t h e C'r icklade 
a n d C h i p p e n h a m D i v i s i o n s of W i l t s h i r e fo r a p r o j e c t 
d e s i g n e d t o e n a b l e t h e w o r k e r s t o b r i n g h o m e t o t h e G o v e r n -
m e n t t h e i r v i e w s on t h e L a n d Q u e s t i o n , a n d n e x t m o n t h 
will b e d e v o t e d t o l a u n c h i n g it . 

R E P O R T B Y M I S S P O N K I N G . 
Miss D . T . P o n k i n g , w h o is c o - o p e r a t i n g w i t h Mr . R . L . 

O u t h w a i t e a n d M r . R o b e r t C. O r r in t h e p r o p a g a n d a 
c a m p a i g n b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e in 
W i l t s h i r e , s e n d s u s t h e f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t of h e r a c t i v i t i e s 
d u r i n g t h e s ix w e e k s , F e b r u a r y 6 t h t o M a r c h l f i t h . in t h e 
C h i p p e n h a m D i v i s i o n :— 

I t is a l i t t l e d i f f i cu l t t o j u d g e t h e a m o u n t of i n t e r e s t 
t a k e n in o u r q u e s t i o n . T h e r e is a g e n e r a l f ee l ing of dis-
c o n t e n t a t t h e low w a g e s a n d h i g h r e n t s a n d r a t e s in t h e 
v i l lages , b u t t h i s is t h e f i r s t t h e p e o p l e h a v e h e a r d of t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s a s a r e m e d y . S o m e t i m e s o n e 
c o m e s a c r o s s a m a n w h o s e e m s t o g r a s p t h e s u b j e c t f a i r ly 
well , a n d I t h i n k t h e leaf le t s a r e r e a d g e n e r a l l y w i t h 
i n t e r e s t . 

I h a v e v i s i t ed in t h e v i l l ages of H e d d i n g t o n , C a l s t o n e , 
a n d B l a c k l a n d s n e a r C a l n e ; in S h e r s t o n e n e a r M a l m e s b u r y . 
a n d in D e r r y h i l l a n d P e w s h a m n e a r C h i p p e n h a m . 

I n H e d d i n g t o n , C a l s t o n e , a n d B l a c k l a n d s I h a v e v i s i t e d 
a b o u t 98 h o u s e s ; in S h e r s t o n e 14 h o u s e s , a n d in D e r r y h i l l 
a n d P e w s h a m , w h e r e 1 a m n o w a t w o r k , I h a v e m a d e u p 
t o t h e p r e s e n t a b o u t 17 v i s i t s . 

T h e p e o p l e v i s i t e d a r e ch ie f ly a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o u r e r s , 
w h o s e w a g e s a r e a b o u t 12s. t o 14s. p e r w e e k a n d w h o 
p a y r e n t s v a r y i n g u p t o 2s. fid. p e r w e e k , a n d s m a l l f a r m e r s . 
M a n y of t h e l a b o u r e r s r e n t a l l o t m e n t s a t 15s. p e r y e a r p e r 
q u a r t e r of a n a c r e . T h e u s u a l c o m p l a i n t of t h e sma l l 
f a r m e r s is t h a t t h e y h a v e t o p a y r e n t s of 50s. t o 60s. p e r 
a c r e w h i l e l a n d is le t t o t h e l a r g e f a r m e r s f o r 30s. a n d less. 

Oil m y first v is i t I b r i n g u s u a l l y l ea f l e t s N o s . 51 a n d 7 : 
" A q u e s t i o n f o r t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l L a b o u r e r " a n d " L a n d 
V a l u e s T a x a t i o n : H o w it wil l h e l p t h e C o t t a g e r a n d 
S m a l l h o l d e r , " w h i c h I s o m e t i m e s r e a d a n d e x p l a i n . O n 
m y s e c o n d v is i t l e a f l e t s 64 a n d 50 : " A . B . C . of L a n d V a l u e s 
T a x a t i o n , " a n d " W h y W o r k is s c a r c e a n d H o w t o M e n d 
M a t t e r s , " a n d a f t e r w a r d s " T h e M e m o r i a l , " " A M e s s a g e 
t o t h e R u r a l D i s t r i c t s , " " R u r a l L a n d R e f o r m , " a n d 
" W h a t t h e W o r k i n g P e o p l e W a n t , " a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e e d s 
a n d i n t e l l i g e n c e of t h e p e o p l e c o n c e r n e d . 

P r i o r t o t h e m e e t i n g in C a l n e I ca l led o n a b o u t 20 p e r s o n s 
a n d le f t a c o p y of LAND VALUBB o r t h e p a m p h l e t " R u r a l 
L a n d R e f o r m . " I m a d e a r r a n g e m e n t s w i t h t h e W o m e n ' s 
L i b e r a l A s s o c i a t i o n b y w h i c h t h e i r m e m b e r s d i s t r i b u t e d 
500 c o p i e s e a c h of l e a f l e t s 50 a n d 6 3 : " W h y W o r k is 
s c a r c e . A c . , " a n d " T o all e m p l o y e d in t h e B u i l d i n g T r a d e . " 
A good n u m b e r of m y v i l l age r s c a m e t o t h i s m e e t i n g , 
in s o m e ca se s w a l k i n g t w o or t h r e e m i l e s in o r d e r t o b e 
p r e s e n t . T h e y h a v e s i n c e a s k e d m e s e v e r a l t i m e s w h e r e 
t h e n e x t m e e t i n g will b e . 

I a l so got p e r s o n s w h o m 1 h a d v i s i t e d t o d i s t r i b u t e 
n o t i c e s of t h e m e e t i n g , a n d l ea f l e t s N o . 7. " L a n d V a l u e s 

T a x a t i o n , & c . , " o r N o . 64, " A . B . C . of L a n d V a l u e s T a x a -
t i o n , " i n e a c h of t h e f o l l o w i n g v i l l ages : B r e m h i l l , 
H i l m a r t o n , D e r r y h i l l , Che rh i l l , C o m p t o n B a s s e t t , a n d 
C h a r l c o t e , in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e C a l n e m e e t i n g . 

So f a r I h a v e go t f o u r p e r s o n s t o s u b s c r i b e t o LAND 
VALUES, p a y i n g u p t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n f o r o n e y e a r . If t h e 
p a p e r w e r e m o r e s u i t a b l e t o t h e v i l l age people," s i m p l e r a n d 
c o n t a i n i n g n e w s or a m e s s a g e d e a l i n g w i t h t h e i r d e s i r e 
t o o b t a i n l a n d o n f a i r t e r m s , g o o d w a g e s , a n d d e c e n t 
c o t t a g e s , i t w o u l d b e ea s i e r t o i n c r e a s e i t s c i r c u l a t i o n , 
a n d o n e c o u l d a t t h e s a m e t i m e u r g e t h e p e o p l e t o r e a d it 
w i t h m o r e c o n f i d e n c e . B u t in i t s p r e s e n t f o r m t h e r e is 
n o t h i n g in i t w h i c h is r e a l l y s u i t a b l e f o r t h e c o u n t r y d i s t r i c t s 
a n d f o r p e o p l e w h o a r e o n l y b e g i n n i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d w h a t 
t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s m e a n s . 

T h e h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s in M e l k s h a m a r e s a id t o b e v e r y 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . A n u m b e r of m e n h a v e c o m e t o w o r k 
a t t h e R u b b e r W o r k s t h e r e d u r i n g t h e las t f e w y e a r s , 
a n d it is s a i d t w o or t l i r e e h u n d r e d c o t t a g e s a r e badly-
n e e d e d . I f r e q u e n t l y c o m e a c r o s s p e o p l e l i v i n g in t h e 
v i l l ages s e v e r a l m i l e s a w a y w h o h a v e t o w a l k o r b i c y c l e 

. i n t o M e l k s h a m t o t h e i r w o r k . I n o n e c a s e a m a n w a s 
l i v ing a t H e d d i n g t o n a n d h a d t o r i d e n e a r l y s ix m i l e s t o 
h i s w o r k . L a s t y e a r h e b e c a m e ill, a n d s ince t h e n h e h a s 
b e e n f o r c e d t o t a k e l o d g i n g s in t h e t o w n d u r i n g t h e w e e k , 
in o r d e r t o a v o i d t h e m o r n i n g a n d e v e n i n g j o u r n e y . H e 
h a s n o w b e e n a b l e t o g e t a c o t t a g e a t S e e n d , a v i l l age 
a b o u t t w o m i l e s a w a y f r o m M e l k s h a m . H i s w a g e s a r e 
a b o u t 18s. a w e e k , t h e o n l y c o t t a g e s a v a i l a b l e i n M e l k s h a m 
h a d r e n t s of 6s. o r 7s. a w e e k , w h i c h h e c o u l d n o t a f f o r d 
t o p a y . 

S o m e 500 n o t i c e s of m e e t i n g a n d l ea f l e t N o . 62 " H o w 
t o r a i s e W a g e s w i t h o u t S t r i k e s , " h a v e b e e n d i s t r i b u t e d b y 
m e m b e r s of t h e W o m e n ' s L i b e r a l A s s o c i a t i o n in c o n -

i n e c t i o n w i t h t h e m e e t i n g h e l d in C h i p p e n h a m on M a r c h 2 0 t h . 

R E P O R T B Y R O B E R T C. O R R . 

Air. R . C. O r r w r i t e s of t h e m o n t h ' s w o r k a s fo l l ows :— 
C o n t i n u i n g t h e r u r a l c a m p a i g n in t l i e N o r t h - W e s t W i l t s 

D i v i s i o n , m e e t i n g s w e r e h e l d a t C o l e r n e , L a c o c k . C a l n e . 
C o n s t o n . C h r i s t i a n M a l f o r d . S u t t o n a n d C h i p p e n h a m . 

A t L a c o c k w e h a d a v e r y good m e e t i n g , t h e a u d i e n c e 
f o l l o w i n g t h e s p e e c h e s r i g h t t o t h e e n d , a n d n o t o n e of t h e m 
l e a v i n g b e f o r e t e n o ' c lock , a l t h o u g h w e s t a r t e d a t t w e n t y 
m i n u t e s t o e i g h t . T h e q u e s t i o n s w e r e i n t e r e s t i n g , r a n g i n g 
r o u n d F o r m I V . . S h i f t i n g t h e T a x . V a l u a t i o n a n d 
M i n i n g R o y a l t i e s . L i t e r a t u r e w a s d i s t r i b u t e d a n d s ix 
of t h e y o u n g e r m e n g a v e u s t h e i r n a m e s a n d a d d r e s s e s , 
p r o m i s i n g t o h e l p us in o u r w o r k b y d i s t r i b u t i n g l i t e r a t u r e 
o r g e t t i n g u p m e e t i n g s l a t e r . 

A t C a l n e w e h a d a l a r g e l y a t t e n d e d m e e t i n g in t h e 
t o w n ha l l , o v e r w h i c h Air. J . H . L e e p r e s i d e d . M r . 
O u t h w a i t e ' s a d d r e s s w a s fo l lowed b y a k e e n n e s s a n d 
e n t h u s i a s m r a r e l y f o u n d in r u r a l d i s t r i c t s , m a n y a m o n g 
t h e a u d i e n c e h a v i n g w a l k e d t e n a n d t w e l v e m i l e s "to a t t e n d 
t h e m e e t i n g . T h e i r i n t e r e s t a n d i n t e l l i g e n t g r a s p of t h e 
v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of t h e l a n d q u e s t i o n w a s l a r g e l y d u e t o 
t h e good w o r k p u t in b y Miss P o n k i n g in ca l l i ng u p o n 
t h e p e o p l e in t h e i r h o m e s , w i t h o u r l i t e r a t u r e , a n d ex -
p l a i n i n g t o t h e m t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , a n d h o w 
t h e r e f o r m w o u l d a f f ec t t h e m as w o r k e r s on t h e l a n d . 

T h e C h r i s t i a n Alalford m e e t i n g w a s r a t h e r s m a l l , o w i n g 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y t o t h e v e r y h a d w e a t h e r , b u t u n d e r t h e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e a t t e n d a n c e w a s v e r y g o o d . W e h a d n o 
q u e s t i o n s , b u t Air. O u t h w a i t e g o t a v e r y h e a r t y i n v i t a t i o n 
t o r e t u r n l a t e r t o s p e a k t o a n o p e n - a i r m e e t i n g , w h i c h h e 
h a s a c c e p t e d . 

j T h e C h i p p e n h a m m e e t i n g h e l d in t h e T e m p e r a n c e 
H a l l w a s n o t so l a rge ly a t t e n d e d as it s h o u l d h a v e b e e n , 
b u t w h a t e v e r it l a c k e d in m u n b e r s w a s m o r e t h a n m a d e 
u p for b y t h e i n t e r e s t a n d d e l i g h t of t h e a u d i e n c e w i t h 
Air. O u t h w a i t e ' s s p e e c h , in w h i c h he d e a l t v e r y f u l l y w i t h 
t h e coal s t r i k e , l a b o u r u n r e s t , h o u s i n g a n d low w a g e s . 
H e used v e r y e f f e c t i v e l y local i l l u s t r a t i o n s of t h e b u r d e n s 
i m p o s e d b y l a n d m o n o p o l y w i t h r a t e s in C h i p p e n h a m at 
8s. in t h e £. a n d o n l y half of t h e l a n d w i t h i n t h e b u r g h 
bui l t u p o n , t h e o t h e r half r a t e d a s a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d . 

Counc i l l o r A . ,T. T o w n s e n d . w h o p r e s i d e d , s u p p o r t e d 
Mr . O u t h w a i t e h e a r t i l y , a n d g a v e s o m e of h i s o w n e x p e r i e n c e s 
in t r y i n g t o e x t e n d h is b u s i n e s s a n d m a k e i m p r o v e m e n t s . 
H e h a d b o u g h t a s m a l l p r o p e r t y a f e w y e a r s a g o r a t e d a t 
£6 p e r a n n u m . H e h a d s p e n t £260 o n i m p r o v e m e n t s , a n d 
w h e n finished h e w a s i m m e d i a t e l y r a t e d a t £28 p e r a n n u m . 
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T h e village mee t ings were well a t t e n d e d , a n d a l t h o u g h 
ques t ions were no t Very numerous ly pu t t o the s h a k e r s , 
t he g rea t m a j o r i t y were very anxious t o get our 
l i t e ra ture , a n d in m a n y eases we were asked for an ex t ra 
supp ly so t h a t t h e y could be h a n d e d r o u n d to the i r f r iends 
and ne ighbours who were unab le t o be presen t . 

T h e p a m p h l e t s which a re m o s t apprec ia ted a re " How 
to R e d u c e . " " W h a t t he Work ing People W a n t . " and 
'" Rura l L a n d R e f o r m . " 

T h e I n s u r a n c e Ac t mee t ings a n d canvassers have m a d e 
our a r r a n g e m e n t s more difficult t o ca r rv out th is m o n t h , 
bu t as t h e y a re a lmos t finished we will soon ge t ahead 
more qu ick ly a n d more sa t i s fac tor i ly wi th t he work, 
m T i W ° d i n n e r - h m , r mee t ings h a v e been a r r anged for a t 
Melksham, where the hous ing ques t ion and r a t i ng is a 
bu rn ing issue. The re is likely to be an election for t he rura l 
dis tr ict council shor t ly , and an evening mee t ing will ho 
fixed la ter . 

T h e campa ign so far has been a good piece of spade 
work. I t has opened t h e eyes of m a n y who have been 
ent i re ly in t h e d a r k abou t Land Values Taxa t ion . Men 
mee t m e in t he street and say wi th s incer i ty and feeling 
how- t h e y a re indebted t o us for w h a t we a re doing. Some 
are enthusias t ic , some are reading the leaflets and ta lk ing 
abou t t h e m one to t h e o ther . 

W h a t has amazed m e more par t icu lar ly is t he number 
of o rd ina ry ac t ive poli t icians who thought t ha t our pro-
posals were for t he bigger towns where t he land is sold a t 
half a million or more p o u n d s an acre. I reply t ha t our 
reform is for t h e ru ra l d is t r ic ts as well, and ask t h e m to read 
our l i t e ra ture and come to our meet ings . Mr. O u t h w a i t e 
is now a recognised a u t h o r i t y in Wil ts . Miss Ponk ing ' s 
house-to-house vis i ta t ion wi th t h e leaflets is encouraging and 
helpful . I a t t a c h ve ry m u c h impor t ance to her duties . 
She m a k e s fr iends, and a t first h a n d mee t s and answers all 
sor ts of quest ions, which m a n y shy ones w ill no t ask at a 
meet ing. W e cannot h a v e too m u c h of such door- to-door 
mission work . 

On t h e whole we have m a d e a fair ly good beginning. 
We have me t wi th a fr iendliness a n d spiri t of inqu i ry tha t 
m a k e s t h e work in teres t ing. This rural district has been 
neglected by land reformers . 1 daresay it does not s t and 
alone in t h a t respect ; b u t it is someth ing t o know tha t 
our p lan of re form can appeal to coun t ry people, and to 
find how willingly t hey listen and help in' t he crusade. A 
great n u m b e r of new f r iends are eagerly looking forward 
to t h e open-ai r meet ings when the good wea ther sets in. 

THE LIBERTY SONG. 

(To the t u n e of " Clement ine . " ) 
F r i ends of F r e e d o m ! Fr iends of F reedom ! 

Once again in ba t t l e s t a n d ! 
See t h e sword of Ju s t i ce po in t ing 

To the Value of t he Land ! 

Chorus :— 
W e d e m a n d it ! W e d e m a n d it ! 

'Tis our b i r t h r i gh t fair and free. 
We will s h a t t e r e v ' r y f e t t e r ; 

Give us Land and Liber ty ! 
We h a v e m a d e t h e desert blossom 

By the labour of our h a n d ; 
B u t t he landlord reaps t h e ha rves t 

In t h e Value of t he L a n d . 
Chorus :—We d e m a n d i t ! W e d e m a n d it etc. 

T h e y who toil no t , b u t a re idle 
In the i r mans ions old a n d grand . 

Shall no t live in ease for ever . 
On the Value of t he L a n d . 

Chorus :—We d e m a n d i t ! Wo d e m a n d it ! etc. 
T h r o u g h the ages, by our f a the r s 

Were t he fires of f r eedom f a n n ' d . 
T h e y will l ight us while we s t ruggle . 

Eor t he Value of t he L a n d . 
C h o r u s : —We d e m a n d i t ! W e d e m a n d it ! e tc . 

Fr iends of F r e e d o m ! F r i e n d s of F reedom ! 
Build no longer on the sand . 

F o r t h e honour of your m a n h o o d . 
T a x t h e Value of the L a n d . 

Chorus W e d e m a n d i t ! W e d e m a n d it ! e t c . 
—Ootror.As P. B O A T M A N . 

NO ROOM TO LIVE. 

Under the heading " N o Room to Live," Mr. Charles 
Roden Buxton lias a characteristic article on the Rural 
I lousing Problem, in T H E D A I L Y Nrcws (March 1 Ith, 1912). 
He informs his readers that " under the Small Holdings Act 
more new houses have been provided in three vears than 
have been provided under the Housing Act in twenty-one 
years." " T h i s proves," he contends, " t h a t the housing 
question is largely dependent upon access to land." 
Wonderful new discovery ! " The fundamental difficulty," 
however, he finds in the assumed fact that " cottage building 
does not pay." " I have already shown," he savs in a most 
revealing passage, " tha t this is not universally true, even 
for local authorities, still less is it t rue for iandlords or 
farmers, because the money they spend upon cottages 
brings its return indirectly, by keeping the labourer on 

them (landlords and farmers) to 
than wull otherwise be necessary." 

enabling the land, and 
pay loner wages 
(Italics are ours.) In other words, the money spent upon 
cottages will enable farmers and landlords to get their work 
done at a lower cost in wages than would otherwise be 
necessary ; and so the benefit of the expenditure would 
accrue to them, not to the labourers. Mr. Buxton con-
tinues :—" Still the fact remains t ha t with the. present 
ra'e of wages the labourers of southern ami central England 
cannot as a rule pay a rent which will recoup a local 
authori ty or an independent builder for the capital out lay." 

He goes on wisely and t ruly to say tha t : -»-" There is one 
ult imate remedy for this—an increase in wages." A pity 
tha t Mr. Buxton, here or elsewhere, does not tell us how 
such an increase can be secured, not only to agricultural but 
to all other workers—say, bv making the use of land, for 
farming, small holdings or cottages, more available and at 
cheaper rates. He does not seem yet to have grasped 
the fact that., other things being equal, it is the rent or price 
of land which determines the wages of those who put it to 
use—low rent, high wages ; high rent, low wages. How-
ever, he continues : " Pay a decent wage, and demand a 
deecnt rent—that should be our motto. And very soon 
there would be no housing problem left ." 

Brave words ! though we do not know who the " o u r " 
refers to. Our motto is—secure the workers their full 
wage, and very soon there w ill lie no poverty problem left. 
However, for some reason or other, Mr. Buxton seems to 
think tha t the payment of " a decent wage," to say nothing 
of " a full wage," is not to be hoped for yet awhile. Hence 
he contends that " we must seek for more immediate, though 
less logical, remedies." And so he urges a demand for a State 
Grant, to be administered by another new Board, a Housing 
Board. In other words, another sop to the landlords. 
For. as Mr. Buxton lias himself shown in the self-same 
article, " the money spent upon cottages [whether State 
Money. Local Authorities' Money, or the Landlord's 
Money] brings its return indirectly, by keeping the labourer 
on the land, and enabling landlords or farmers to pav 
lower wages than would otherwise be necessary." 

Mr. Buxton is evidently a young man in a hurry, who 
thinks tha t even though we cannot do the right thing, we 
ought to be doing something, even though the something 
only amounts to demanding alms and doles for the benefit 
of landlords, farmers, and other such deserving people. 
However, we quite agree with him t h a t — " The improve-
ment of rural housing cannot wait. The cost we pay in 
discomfort, debility, disease, death, and depopulation is 
incalculable. Nor is the question one tha t concerns par-
ticular districts and parishes only. It concerns the 
nation, and the nation must take it in hand." The. nation 
will one of these days. It will, when it realises t ha t the 
Housing Problem in both town and country is but a phase 
or symptom of the Poverty Problem, which is not t o be 
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cured by alms and doles, bu t only by basing its system of 
land-tenure and of taxat ion upon the sound bed-rock of 
social justice. 

HOUSING AND LOW WAGES. 

T h e fol lowing le t t e r appea red in t h e DAILY NEWS of 
21st March :—-

SIR,—With reference t o Mr. O u t h w a i t e ' s l e t t e r in t h e 
DAILY NEWS oil S a t u r d a y , I shou ld l ike t o po in t ou t t h a t 
uneconomic r en t s do n o t necessari ly m e a n lower wages. 
I n I r e l and since tho bui lding of S t a t e -a ided labourers ' 
co t t ages in 1889 wages h a v e r isen 25 por cent , t o 30 per 
cent , (so I was r ecen t ly i n f o r m e d b y a n official of t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t ) . Moreover , if in E n g l a n d an ag r i cu l tu ra l 
l abourer is housed in a co t t age n o t owned b y his f a rmer -
employer , he will bo less t imid in d e m a n d i n g h igher wages. 

I m a y say I a m as s t rong ly in f a v o u r of a legal m i n i m u m 
wage as is Mr. O u t h w a i t e , for a t t h e r ecen t a n n u a l m e e t i n g 
of t he N a t i o n a l L a n d a n d H o m e League I proposed a 
resolut ion in f a v o u r of a legal m i n i m u m wage, which was 
loyal ly a n d unan imous ly carr ied b y Conserva t ives , Liberals , 
a n d Socialists alike. B u t as a n a t i o n we c a n n o t a f ford t o 
let land become derel ic t or villages deser ted unt i l doc t r ina i res 
arc able t o b r i ng to a p rac t ica l issue t h e t e n e t s of the i r 
d i smal science ; a n d of one- t h i n g I a m qu i t e cer ta in : 
wages will neve r s ink lower t h a n t h e m i n i m u m in Dorse t , 
Wi l t s , Nor fo lk , a n d Suffolk . If t h e y d id , we should be face 
to face w i t h e i ther a n a t i o n a l b a n k r u p t c y or a revolu t ion . 

F . E . G R E E N . 
Newdiga t e , Sur rey , March 18th. 

REPLY BY R. L. OUTHWAITE. 
T o th i s Mr. O u t h w a i t e sent, t h e fol lowing reply , which 

a p p e a r e d ill t h e DAILY NEWS of 25 th March :— 
SIR,—I was su rp r i sed to r ead in Mr. F . E . Green ' s l e t t e r 

t o y o u that, 1 a m " in f a v o u r of a legal m i n i m u m wage " 
for agr icu l tura l l abourers . I h a v e to differ f rom t h e 
" Conserva t ives , Liberals , a n d Socialists al ike " who 
" loyal ly a n d u n a n i m o u s l y " s u p p o r t e d t h e proposal 
a t t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e N a t i o n a l L a n d a n d H o m e 
League . If a n Act were carr ied t o -mor row fixing t h e 
wage a t a just r a t e , t h e i m m e d i a t e response of t h e monopo-
lists would be to t u r n m o r e land to grass a n d g a m e preserves 
a n d f u r t h e r d e p o p u l a t e t he coun t rys ide . 

I a m in f a v o u r of a m i n i m u m wage be ing es tabl ished 
b y such L a n d Value T a x a t i o n as M ould compel t h e ful l use of 
ru ra l l a n d a n d m a k e l and ava i lab le t o t he labourer . T h e 
d e m a n d for labour would cause wages t o rise ; t h e l abourer 
wi th land avai lable for his own use would n o t consent 
t o work for less t h a n t h e r e t u r n of liis l abour appl ied t o t h e 
l and h e could ob ta in . T h a t is t h e m i n i m u m wage I h a v e 
in m i n d a n d t h e w a y t o a r r ive a t i t . Mr. Green canno t 
w a i t t i l l " doc t r ina i res a r e able t o b r ing t o a p rac t ica l issue 
t h e t e n e t s of the i r d i sma l sc ience." Th i s proposa l m a y be, 
" doc t r ina i re " ; it is no d o u b t " d i smal " t o t he " Con-
serva t ives , Liberals , a n d Socialists " of t h e N.I . . and H . L . , 
but, -the m e t h o d only lacks p rac t icab i l i ty because p a r t y 
pol i t ic ians find i t m o r e conven ien t to un i t e in proffer ing 
useless laws and doles t o t he ag r i cu l tu ra l l aboure r t h a n to 
over th row tho m o n o p o l y t h a t has r educed liini t o se r fdom. 

As for t h e co t t ages a t " uneconomic r e n t s , " seeing t h a t no 
d is t inc t ion can be m a d e be tween indiv iduals , I p r e sume 
eve ry agr icu l tura l l abourer will h a v e one. which m e a n s 
a m i n i m u m e x p e n d i t u r e of £100,000,000. T h e n there a r e 
h u n d r e d s of t h o u s a n d s of o ther workers who cannot a f ford 
t o p a y a n economic r e n t for a co t t age , a n d who herd in 
t e n e m e n t s . These, too , m u s t in e q u i t y h a v e co t t ages 
a t uneconomic rents . W h y no t a t once say t h a t eve ry 
m a n ge t t i ng less t h a n 30s. a week shall h a v e an " un-
economic " or f ree co t t age ? A n d w h y not. b r ead a n d meal 
a n d c lo th ing a t uneconomic pr ices for t he h u n g r y a n d t h e 
ill-clad ? And all th i s r a t he r t h a n t a x l and values , f r ee 
co t t ages of t a x a t i o n , a n d raise wages b y forcing land in to 
use. N o wonde r we h a v e a Syndical is t m o v e m e n t bused 
on scorn of " C o n s e r v a t i v e , Libera l , and Socialist a l ike . " 

R . L, OtTTSWAITE. 
Match Blst, 

A GOOD HOME AND A GOOD LIVING. 

LETTERS ON WORK AND WAGES. 

B Y M O Y A L L E W E L Y N D A V I E S . 

[Appearing also in "Political News" (the organ of the Home 
Counties Union of Women's Liberal Associations) for March.] 

D E A R D . , 
T h a n k you very m u c h for your le t ter . I a m glad t o 

hear you like t h e c o u n t r y so m u c h and find vi l lage life 
so in teres t ing . At t h e same t ime , I a m n o t surpr i sed 
to hea r t h a t y o u o f t e n feel ve ry sad a n d depressed , when 
you see how wre tched is t he condi t ion of a large n u m b e r 
of workers in t he c o u n t r y . T h e people in t h e t owns 
have a h a r d enough lot , goodness knows , b u t the i r fellow-
workers in t h e c o u n t r y are a lmos t worse off. Yes, 12s. or 
14s. a week is a poor sor t of a l iving, a n d how t h e poor 
f a the r s a n d m o t h e r s m a n a g e to p a y the i r r en t , a n d to buy 
food, c lothing, boo t s a n d shoes, a n d firing, for themse lves 
a n d the i r chi ldren is a m y s t e r y t o me . T h e m o t h e r s 
especially ! 

W h a t a h a r d lot is thei rs , a n d how cheer fu l a n d 
sp lendid m o s t of t h e m are ! I know t h e m well. I t is 
work , work , work f r o m morn ing till n igh t . W h e n the 
chi ldren h a v e been go t to bed t he re is t he h u s b a n d ' s 
suppe r to be go t ; t h e n the wash ing u p ; t h e n t h a t bund le 
of socks a n d s tockings in t h e corner , all w i th holes in 
t h e m ! I t is only w h e n she gets t o bed her toils cease ; 
a n d t h e m o r n i n g comes all too soon, when the h a r d , dul l , 
r o u n d of work begins all over again . 

And for t h e m e n too, w h e t h e r in t o w n or c o u n t r y , 
i t is work , also, all d a y for t h e m ; a n d t h e end 
of the i r l abours br ings t h e m no real rest , or comfor t 
or sa t i s fac t ion . If t he r e was a nice comfor t ab l e h o m e 
t o r e t u r n to , a b r igh t fire, a good meal , a n d t h e faces 
of h a p p y , h e a l t h y l i t t le chi ldren, if t he re was t h e good 
feeling t h a t t he d a y h a d b r o u g h t i t s honourab l e toil , 
a n d i ts j u s t r eward , t h e ha rdsh ips of work would soon be 
fo rgo t t en . B u t i t is no t so ! A n d is i t no t t h e r igh t of 
t h e work ing-men to ge t these th ings ? I s n o t the i r l abour 
w o r t h t o t h e c o u n t r y a wage t h a t will give t h e m a t least 
t h e o r d i n a r y decencies a n d comfor t s of life ? T h e work-
ing m e n , all t he world over , impa t i en t under a feeling of 
in jus t ice , a re ask ing for these t i l ings ; whe the r t h e y vo te 
for Tariff R e f o r m , or P ro tec t ion , whe the r t h e y vo te for 
Liberal ism, or for Socialism. T h e y a re groping a b o u t , 
looking for a r emedy , a n d s t r iv ing t o find that, decent 
life, to which t h e y ins t inc t ive ly feel t h e y h a v e a r ight . 

All workers , t own workers a n d c o u n t r y workers , know 
well w h a t t h e y w a n t . T h e y want to be able to get a job, 
and to keep it. I s n ' t t h a t it ? T h e m e n in t h e c o u n t r y 
w a n t a chance of a b e t t e r career on t h e l and , e i ther work-
ing for themselves , or for others . T h e men in t h e towns , 
also, w a n t s t e a d y e m p l o y m e n t a n d good wages, as mill 
workers , f ac to ry hands , navvies , dock- labourers , br ick-
layers , ca rpen te rs , a t w h a t e v e r work t h e y m a y be sui ted 
t o pe r fo rm. 

T h e work ing men , whe the r in town or c o u n t r y , wan t 
t o be sure of work , a n d t hey want fa i r wages ; whe the r 
work ing for themselves or for o thers , t hey w a n t to be 
able to ea rn a decent l iving. T h e y w a n t wha t the i r work 
is w o r t h ; w h a t t h e y do no t get a t p resen t , a fair r e t u r n for 
the i r labour . 

T h e n t h e working people want better houses. T h e y 
w a n t good cot tages , good homes, where t hey will have 
some chance of l iving hea l thy a n d comfor t ab le lives. 
And t h e y w a n t t h e m a t fair rentes. I n m a n y cases, t h e 
hous ing condi t ions in b o t h town a n d c o u n t r y a re deplorable . 
E v e r y o n e a d m i t s i t . As you know, housing schemes 
t ime a f t e r t ime h a v e been t a lked a b o u t ; some h a v e 
been s t a r t e d , b u t t hey d o n ' t seem to help t h e people 
very m u c h . T h e ren t s are no t low enough, or t h e people 's 
wages a re n o t sufficient to allow t h e m to p a y t h e r en t s 
asked ; I d o n ' t know which it is, p r o b a b l y b o t h ! W h e n 
old houses become unf i t to live in or are pul led down, 
t h e y a re n o t replaced, or if new ones a r e bu i l t t h e y a re too 
expens ive , a n d the people a re d r iven a w a y t o f ind shel ter 
in equal ly wre tched t enements , elsewhere, t h u s , it seems 
to me, making the demand for room in such tenements 
greater, sending up rents, and making overcrowding worse. 
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As f a r as I can see, i t is t h e landlord who benef i t s , not t he 
working m a n a n d his wife and fami ly . 

I n t h e c o u n t r y , in m a n y villages, you will agree, t he bad 
insan i t a ry houses ,—wi thou t enough rooms, a n d the rooms 
there a re too smal l ,—are a disgrace. If there is a n y excuse 
a t all for overc rowding in t he towns , the re is n o n e in the 
coun t ry . All r o u n d is God ' s ea r th , a n d air , a n d sun , r e ady to 
supp ly r o o m a n d hea l t h a n d happiness for all. Never theless , 
t he people a re c rowded in to wre tched , i n san i t a ry cot tages , 
a n d m a n y , especially y o u n g m e n who w a n t t o m a r r y , have 
t o leave t h e villages a l toge ther . Men, able a n d wishing 
t o work , a re d r iven w i t h the i r families in to t he workhouse 
s imply because no houses are t o be had . Or else t hey 
d r i f t t o t h e towns , m a k i n g t h e overcrowding the re worse, 
add ing t o t h e n u m b e r s of unemployed , and m a k i n g the 
s t ruggle for life ha rde r . 

And t h e n , besides t h e diff icul ty of ge t t ing work , and a 
house t o live in, besides low wages a n d high ren ts , t he r e 
are the rates and taxes, which press so hardly and unjustly 
on working people. 

If a f a c t o r y is en larged, or new mach ine ry p u t into a 
mill, if a f a r m bui lding is p u t up , or i m p r o v e m e n t s m a d e , 
heavier r a t e s are charged. W h a t is t he resul t ? There is 
less work t o be h a d of a n y k ind , wages a re lower, every-
th ing is scarcer a n d dearer . 

And so when the work ing m a n goes h o m e f r o m t h e fact ory, 
which is t a x e d , f r o m t h e shop which is t a x e d , f rom t h e 
land on which his i m p r o v e m e n t s are t a x e d , he goes home 
also to a co t t age which is t a x e d . T h e h e a v y r a t e s at 
p resen t on bui ldings resu l t in his h a v i n g a worse house 
t h a n he would otherwise have , a n d he has to p a y more 
for i t . A n d when he si ts down t o his supper , bis t ea , 
his cocoa, a n d his sugar are t a x e d . T h e y a re dearer 
in consequence , a n d he has t o do w i t h less. 

The present system is intolerable ; something mus t be 
done, a n d done soon, whereby t h e work ing m a n can get 
a be t t e r chance t o do t h e work for which he is m o s t f i t t ed , 
receiving t h e fair r e t u r n for t h a t work ; whereby in t be 
c o u n t r y he m a y ge t l and for himself , or be enabled t o 
work on t h e land on b e t t e r t e rms . 

W o r k i n g people m u s t h a v e the o p p o r t u n i t y of ge t t ing 
be t t e r houses t o live in ; a n d t h e presen t t a x e s on the i r 
work , the i r bouses, a n d the i r food, m u s t b e t a k e n off. 

I n m y n e x t le t te r I shall a t t e m p t to show how these 
t i l ings c a n be done. If t he l and were unlocked to t h e 
people, b y m e a n s of a wholesale change of t a x a t i o n , and 
the r a t e s a n d t a x e s were t a k e n off m e n ' s work , a t ide 
of p rosper i ty would be s t a r t ed which would flow f rom 
c o u n t r y t o town, f rom town to c i ty ; f r o m t h e agr icu l tura l 
labourer , t h e small ho lder , t he f a rmer on t h e l and , to t h e 
br ick layer , t he ca rpen te r , t he b o o t m a k e r , the mine r , t h e 
shopkeeper , t he business m a n , g radua l ly b r ing ing to all 
workers w h a t the i r l abour is wor th . 

Your a f fec t iona te f r iend , 
M. 

TO THE WORKING PEOPLE. 

DO NOT ALLOW YOUR BREAD AND MEAT TO BE 
TAXED. 

GET THE TAXES ON YOUR TEA AND SUGAR 
TAKEN OFF. 

GET THE RATES ON YOUR COTTAGES TAKEN OFF. 

GET THE RATES ON YOUR FARM BUILDINGS 
AND IMPROVEMENTS TAKEN OFF. 

TAX THE LANDOWNERS ON THE VALUE OF 
THEIR LAND. 

Then you will have a better chance of getting a bit 
of land on fair terms and working it at 
a good profit. 

Then there will be more jobs and higher wages. 
Then there will be more cottages and lower rents. 

I ssued as a pos te r (size 20 in. b y 15 in.) copies of 
yvhich can be obta ined f rom t h e offices of t h e United 
Committee. 

HOW TO RAISE WAGES. 
There is a means which will not only raise wages with 

absolute certainty, but which will also help every useful 
t rade. There is a true, natural, and lasting way of raising 
wages. This is to give all workers—agricultural, building, 
mining, &c.—free access to land on fair terms. This can 
be accomplished by the Taxation of Land Values, tha t is, 
to make every owner of land pay rates and taxes on the 
full value of the bare land, whether it be well used, or only 
half used, or whether kept idle altogether, and at the same 
time abolishing present rates and taxes which are such a 
burden on industry and restrict production, ff rates and 
taxes were raised on the basis of land value owners of idle 
land, whether land in the country suitable for the raising 
of crops, or land in the town suitable for building, would 
be compelled to look around for some means of meeting 
their liabilities and would be forced to throw the land open 
to industry. The present land famine and scarcity of 
work would be brought to an end, and all who wanted 
land could get i t a t its fair natural rent . Trade would 
bound forward, the demand for labour would increase, 
and wages rise. Employers could raise wages without loss 
to themselves if they got their land cheaper and were not 
taxed and rated as "they are a t present on the value of 
every improvement they make. The workers would be 
able to demand higher wages because the cut- throat 
competition tha t goes on to-day among themselves for 
employment would be eliminated. 

If countrymen could get the land they so much need on 
fair terms we would then have three natural forces a t work, 
each and all making surely for higher wages. 

1. Wages would rise in rural districts because it would 
be easy to get land a t fair rents, and therefore fewer men 
would be seeking to hire themselves out. 

2. Wages would rise in the towns because fewer men 
would be driven from the country to cut down the wages 
of town workers. 

3. Employers would have to seek more workers to supply 
the increased demand for produce, and this would further 
assist in raising wages. 

LAND HUNGER: ITS EFFECTS AND ITS CAUSE. 
C O U N T R Y L I F E (February 24th, 1 9 1 2 ) tells us tha t :— 

I t often happens t ha t we are surprised by the price 
tha t a countryman of the working class who has saved a 
little money is ready to pay for a patch of ground and a 
cottage t ha t he can call his own. Often it is a price 
quite out of proportion to the value of the holding as 
estimated by what a larger landowner would regard as 
a fair return for his money. The explanation is t ha t a 
possession of this kind holds out inducements to one of 
the working class which it does not offer to the man who 
regards it in the strictly financial light. But even a 
stronger motive, tha t urges him to the possession of a 
little holding of his own, is t ha t he looks upon it as 
the visible and comforting refuge of his old age to 
which he may resort when past work. 
That the possession of a patch of ground and a cottage, 

" to which he may resort when past work," " holds out 
inducements to one of the working class wluch it does not 
offer to the man who regards it in the strictly financial 
light," is undoubtedly true. But it is difficult to see who, 
save the seller, really benefits by a countryman of the 
working class having to pay for " t h i s visible and com-
forting refuge " a " price quite out of proportion to the 
value." One of the many benefits to the countrymen of 
the working class of the Rat ing and Taxation of Land 
Values is tha t i t would speedily make such " refuges " 
available to them, at a price or a t a rent more in keeping 
with their real value—and tha t without the clumsy inter-
vention of State Purchase, 
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MR. G. K. CHESTERTON ON PEASANT 
PROPRIETORSHIP. 

A c c o r d i n g t o THE GLASGOW HERALD (19th M a r c h , 1912), 
s p e a k i n g on " A P l e a fo r P e a s a n t P r o p r i e t o r s h i p , " on 
T u e s d a y , March 18th, be fo re t h e E d i n b u r g h Un ive r s i ty 
F r e n c h Soc ie ty , Mr. G. K . C h e s t e r t o n , w h o was i n t r o d u c e d 
by t h e C h a i r m a n a s " p r o b a b l y t h e m o s t p o p u l a r , a n d 
c e r t a i n l y m o s t or ig ina l , Eng l i sh m a n of l o t t e r s , " said : -

" W h e n h e t a l k e d a b o u t p e a s a n t p r o p r i e t o r s h i p h e w a s 
no t t a l k i n g a b o u t s o m e t h i n g n e w a n d ingen ious , h e w a s 
t a l k i n g a b o u t a f a c t a n d a n ideal . I t was n o t e a sy t o s a y 
what, t h e essence of t h e ideal was . M a n m u s t h a v e s o m e 
p lace t o s t a n d on e a r t h on his f ee t , a n d f r o m that , t h e y 
sa id t h a t as m a n y peop le as poss ible shou ld o w n t h e e a r t h . 
A n y soc ie ty wh ich p r o v i d e d t h o l a rges t n u m b e r of peop le 
on t h e l a n d w i t h o u t t y r a n n y w a s u n d e r a good G o v e r n m e n t . 
T h e r e were a good m a n y w a y s b y which t h a t cou ld b e d o n e . 
One m e t h o d s u g g e s t e d h y t h e C h a i r m a n w a s t h e abo l i t i on 
of en t a i l a n d p r i m o g e n i t u r e . A p e a s a n t soc ie ty ex i s ted in 
m a n y p a r t s of t h e wor ld . E n g l a n d was n o t o n e of t h e s e 
p a r t s . I t was one of t h e p l ague spo t s . 

" T h e p r o l e t a r i a n s y s t e m , w h e r e t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g m a s s 
of t h e peop le were w a g e - e a r n e r s d e p e n d i n g u p o n cap i t a l i s t s , 
bad fa i led , and had led to an impasse . T h a t w a s p r o v e d 
by t h e eoal s t r ike . I t was necessa ry t h a t t h e r e shou ld b e 
s o m e wage -ea rne r s , b u t i t w a s n o t necessa ry or n a t u r a l 
t h a t t h e g r e a t e r p a r t of t h o p o o r or c o m p a r a t i v e l y poo r 
m e n shou ld be in t h e pos i t ion of wage -ea rne r s . B r o a d l y 
speak ing , c ap i t a l i sm h a d fa i led so d i s a s t r o u s l y t h a t civil isa-
t ion w a s t h r e a t e n e d . S t a t e i n t e r v e n t i o n was no r e m e d y . 
T h e on ly cu re was t h a t a s m a n y peop le a s poss ib le shou ld 
b e c o m e cap i t a l i s t s . T o t r a n s f e r t h i n g s t o t h e S t a t e would 
m a k e t h e m a g r e a t dea l worse t h a n n o w . O n t h e o t h e r 
h a n d , t o l eave t h i n g s a s t h e y were w a s imposs ib le . T h e y 
shou ld m a k e a s m a n y peop le a s poss ib le c a p i t a l i s t s — 
g iv ing a s m a n y peop le a s poss ib le sma l l p ieces of l a n d , 
a n d sma l l c o - o p e r a t i v e sha r e s in b u s i n e s s — a n d t h e n let 
t h e m see w h e t h e r t h e y d id n o t c r e a t e a sp i r i t of d i g n i t y 
a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e in s o c i e t y . " 

H a s a n y o n e eve r r e a d a m o r e we i rd m e d l e y of keen 
o b s e r v a t i o n a n d of ch i ld i sh , nonsens i ca l il logical r e a son i ng ? 
" M a n , " which m e a n s w e p r e s u m e all m e n , m u s t h a v e 
s o m e p l a c e t o s t a n d on e a r t h o n his f e e t . " A n e w a n d 
a s t o n i s h i n g d i s c o v e r y ! r evea l ing keen p o w e r s of o b s e r v a -
t ion o r a love of p l a t i t u d e s . T h e r e f o r e , w e s h o u l d h a v e 
t h o u g h t , good G o v e r n m e n t wou ld secu re t o each of i t s 
c i t izens e q u a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s " t o s t a n d on e a r t h on his 
f e e t . " w i t h o u t t y r a n n y , a n d w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o p ledge 
his l i be r ty or t h e f r u i t s of his ac t iv i t i e s , oil a n d f r o m t h e 
e a r t h , t o a n y m o r e - f a v o u r e d fe l low-c i t izen fo r pe rmiss ion 
to d o so. B u t No , s a y s Mr. C h e s t e r t o n , " therefore a s 
m a n y p e o p l e as poss ib le shou ld own t h e e a r t h . " Shou ld 
oum t h e e a r t h ! W h y ? we v e n t u r e t o a sk . Is i t rea l ly 
necessa ry t h a t a m a n s h o u l d o w n a n y p o r t i o n of t h e e a r t h 
be fore h e can ge t t h e use of " s o m e p lace t o s t a n d on 
e a r t h on h is f ee t ? " A n d if t o t h i s e n d " a s m a n y peop le 
a s possible a r e to own t h e e a r t h , " w h a t is t o b e c o m e of 
t h e o t h e r s , w h o also " must h a v e s o m e p lace t o s t a n d 
on e a r t h on t h e i r f ee t ? " Moreove r , is t h e e a r t h t o be 
" owned " in b locks of e x a c t l y e q u a l sizes a n d of equa l 
va lues ? o r a r e s o m e t o b e s ecu red t h e o w n e r s h i p of la rger 
a n d m o r e v a l u a b l e b locks t h a n o t h e r s ? Sure ly , t h e whole 
h i s to ry of t h e p a s t , a s well a s of o u r own d a y s , m o r e 
especia l ly , p e r h a p s , t h e h i s t o r y of flourishing L a n d Com-
panies , shou ld h a v e suff iced t o t e a c h even s u c h a b u s y 
m a n a s Mr. C h e s t e r t o n t h a t t h e m a i n o b j e c t of t h o s e so 
a n x i o u s t o a c q u i r e t h e power " to o w n " l a n d , is not.to 
f ind a p l ace t o s t a n d on e a r t h on t h e i r own fee t b u t 
r a t h e r t o p r e v e n t o t h e r s f r o m d o i n g so s a v e on the i r t e r m s 
a n d cond i t i ons . 

S u c h is t h e direct c a u s e of s l a v e r y a n d of s e r f d o m , as of 
t h e sca rce ly d isguised s l a v e r y a n d s e r f d o m of o u r o w n 
d a y s . B u t Mr . C h e s t e r t o n , in his w i s d o m or b l indness , 
would still h a v e us be l ieve t h a t fo r s o m e reason or o t h e r , 
no t on ly t h e exc lus ive possess ion, b u t t h e p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p 
of l and is a s o r t of necess i ty , t h e evil r e su l t s of which 
be e v i d e n t l y t h i n k s t o m i n i m i s e b y e n a b l i n g " a s m a n y 
people a s poss ible t o o w n t h e e a r t h , " In o t h e r words , 

l a n d l o r d i s m is a f r a u d a n d a fa i lu re , therefore le t u s c r e a t e 
as m a n y s m a l l l and lo rds as possible . S t r a n g e r e a s o n i n g . 
A n y such s t e p m a y bols te r u p l and lo rd i sm, b u t c a n n o t 
r e m o v e t h o social ills l a n d l o r d i s m involves . T o Mr. 
C h e s t e r t o n ' s m i n d soc ie ty ' s choice is l imi t ed t o c r e a t i n g 
e i the r a few pr iv i leged p e o p l e or a lo t of p r iv i l eged people . 
1 b a t i t cou ld a n d s h o u l d abol ish pr iv i lege , a n d secure 

equa l o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o all, f a v o u r s t o none , does n o t seem 
y e t to h a v e d a w n e d on his m e n t a l hor izon . 

T h e res t of Mr. C h e s t e r t o n ' s r e a son ing is o n a level 
wi th t h e p reced ing . H e tells us t h a t " T h e p r o l e t a r i a n 
s y s t e m " -by wh ich h e m e a n s w h a t o t h e r s call t h e 
cap i t a l i s t i c s y s t e m , based on a n d d e p e n d e n t on l a n d l o r d i s m , 
u p o n " t he e x p r o p r i a t i o n of t h e m a s s of t h e peop le f r o m t h e 
soi l ," t o use K a r l M a r x ' s words , " h a d fa i led a n d h a d led 
to a n impasse . Th i s was p r o v e d b y t h e coal s t r i k e . " 
W e a g r e e ; t h o u g h t h e r e were s t r o n g e r a n d m o r e con-
v inc ing p r o o f s of i ts fa i lu re , t o t h o s e w h o h a d eyes t o see 
t h e m , be fo re t h e coal s t r ike , be fo re e v e n t h e L i m e h o u s e 
speech . B u t w h a t is Mr. C h e s t e r t o n ' s r e m e d y ? J u s t a s 
he t h i n k s t o r e m o v e t h e evi ls of l a n d l o r d i s m b y c r e a t i n g 
a lot of smal l l and lo rds , so he t h i n k s t o ge t ove r t h e i m p a s s e 
d u e to " Cap i t a l i sm " b y c r e a t i n g a lot of smal l c ap i t a l i s t s . 

B road ly speak ing , c ap i t a l i sm h a d fa i led so d i s a s t r o u s l y 
t l i a t c iv i l i sa t ion was t h r e a t e n e d . " A n d Mr . C h e s t e r t o n ' s 
pill to cure , or avo id , t h e e a r t h q u a k e , is " to m a k e a s m a n y 
people a s poss ible c a p i t a l i s t s . " Once a g a i n we v e n t u r e 
to suggest t h a t t h o u g h a n y s u c h s t e p m i g h t poss ib ly 
bo ls te r u p " c a p i t a l i s m , " or " t h e p r o l e t a r i a n s y s t e m , " 
it c a n n o t poss ib ly r e m o v e or even lessen t h e social ills i t 
involves . 

" It. w a s n e c e s s a r y . " Mr. C h e s t e r t o n te l ls us , " t h a t t he r e 
shou ld b e s o m e wage -ea rne r s ; b u t i t w a s no t neces sa ry 
or n a t u r a l t h a t t h e g r e a t e r p a r t of t h e poo r or c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
poor m e n shou ld b e in t h e pos i t i on of w a g e - e a r n e r s . " 
Does Mr. C h e s t e r t o n m e a n t h a t i t is necessa ry t h a t t h e r e 
shou ld be s o m e peop le e a r n i n g t h e i r l iv ing b y ass i s t ing 
in t h e p r o d u c t i o n , e x c h a n g e , a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h , 
or in r e n d e r i n g services t o t hose so e n g a g e d ? If so, 
t h e n w e agree , n o t on ly t h a t t h i s is necessa ry a n d n a t u r a l ! 
b u t that , t h e social c o n d i t i o n s shou ld b e such t h a t only 
those w h o s h a r e in t h e w o r k s h o u l d s h a r e in i t s f r u i t s . 
T h u s all w o u l d b e f o u n d in t h e pos i t i on of wage -ea rne r s , 
all wou ld s h a r e a c c o r d i n g t o serv ices r e n d e r e d , a n d t h e 
social p r o b l e m would b e solved. B u t , w i t h all d u e de fe r ence 
to Mr. C h e s t e r t o n , we c a n n o t see h o w i ts so lu t ion is in 
a n y w a y m a d e easier b y t a k i n g s o m e or m a n y f r o m t h e 
pos i t ion of wage -eamer s , a n d m a k i n g t h e m r e n t rece ivers , 
o r o t h e r t r i b u t e rece ivers . S o m e o n e m u s t w o r k t o p r o d u c e 
bo th r e n t a n d a n y o t h e r f o r m of t r i b u t e ; a n d if some, 
w h e t h e r few or m a n y , a r e t o rece ive i t w i t h o u t w o r k i n g 
for i t , a n d in a d d i t i o n t o the i r o w n i n d i v i d u a l ea rn ings , 
t h e n o t h e r s m u s t b e fo rced to w o r k w i t h o u t r ece iv ing 
t h e ful l f r u i t s of the i r i n d u s t r y , t h e i r fu l l wages , t he i r 
fu l l e a rn ings . .Tust a s w e c a n n o t al l l ive b y s tea l ing , 
so we cannot , all l ive on r e n t or a n y o t h e r f o r m of t r i b u t e ! 
I n c r e a s i n g t h e n u m b e r of t hose w h o s h a r e in t h e f r u i t s 
of social i n j u s t i c e , will not r e m o v e or lessen, t h o u g h it, 
m a y eas i ly i n t e n s i f y , t h e evils i n j u s t i c e i n e v i t a b l y b r ine s 
in i t s t r a i n . 

I t o f t e n a p p e a r s t o be MT. C h e s t e r t o n ' s bus iness 
t o juggle w i t h words ; a n d in t h i s no one s u r p a s s e s 
h i m . B u t he shou ld occas ional ly look beh ind t h e w o r d s 
a t t h e t h i n g s or ideas for which t h e y s t a n d . H e d o e s t h i s 
s o m e t i m e s , a n d t h e n he s a y s or wr i t e s t h i n g s w o r t h s a v i n g 
a n d record ing . Wo fea r h e d id n o t d o so a t E d i n b u r g h . 
If he h a d d o n e so h e w o u l d c e r t a i n l y h a v e d i scovered t h a t 
t h o u g h p e a s a n t p r o p r i e t o r s h i p is c e r t a i n l y a f a c t , it is 
n o t a n ideal , a n d o f fe r s no so lu t ion of t h e social p r o b l e m 
of t o - d a y , no w a y o u t of t h e l a n d q u e s t i o n . 

' L . H . B . 

C A N A D I A N F A R M E R S A N D T H E I R " F A R M E R S . " — I f t h e 
f a r m e r s in t h e W e s t were a l lowed t o use t h e v a c a n t l and 
t h a i is b e i n a held ou t of use b y specu l a to r s , t h e r e would 
be n o person l iving m o r e t h a n t e n mi les f r o m a r a i l w a y , 
w h e r e a s s o m e a re n o w one h u n d r e d mi les a w a y . T h i s dog-
i n - t h e - m a n g e r l and pol icy is m a k i n g t h e r ich r i che r a n d 
t h e p o o r p o o r e r . " — G R A I N GROWERS' G U I D E ( W i n n i p e j r ) . 
D e c e m b e r 6 t h . 
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IMPORTANT SMALL HOLDINGS STATISTICS. 

I n t h e H o u s e of Commons 011 1st March , Viscount 
Helmsley asked t h e P re s iden t of t h e Boa rd of Agr icu l ture 
to give t h e t o t a l a m o u n t of land bought b y coun ty 
councils for pu rposes of t h e Small Holdings Acts , spec i fy ing 
t h e a m o u n t of land b o u g h t by each coun ty a n d t be 
n u m b e r of small holders in each c o u n t y se t t led on such land ? 

Mr. R u n c i m a n , in reply , s t a t ed t h a t t h e following 
t ab l e suppl ies t h e i n fo rma t ion avai lable u p to t h e 
31st December , 1911. H e could not s t a t e separa te ly t he 
n u m b e r of small holders on land acqui red by pu rchase : 

County. 

ENGLAND. 
Bedford 
Berks 
Buckingham 
Cambridge 

Isle of Ely 
Chester . . 
Cornwall 
< himberland 
Derby . . 
Devon . . 
Dorset . . 
Durham 
Essex 
Gloucester 
Hants 

Isle of Wight 
Hereford 
Hertford 
Huntingdon 
Kent 
Lancaster 
Leicester 
Lincoln, Parts o 

Holland 
Kesteven 
Lindsey-

London . . 
-Middlesex 
Monmouth 
Norfolk . . 
Northampton 
Soke of Peterboro' 
Northumberland 
Notts . . 
Oxford 
Rutland 
Salop 
Somerset 
Stafford 
Suffolk, East . . 

West . . 
Surrey 
Sussex, East 

West . . 
Warwick 
Westmorland 
Wilts 
Worcester 
York,East Riding 

North 
West 

Isles of Scillv 

Total 
WALKS. 

Anglesey 
Brecon . . 
Cardigan 
Carmarthen 
Carnarvon 
Denbigh 
Flint 
Glamorgan 
Merioneth 
Montgomery 
Pembroke 
Radnor . . 

Total 

Area 
Purchased. 

Area 
Leased. 

Total 
Area. 

1,632 
1,704 

727 
4,399 
2,498 
2,836 
2,631 

85 
601 

3,690 
172 
134 

1,249 
1,681 

262 
506 

1,236 
857 

3,006 
785 

89 
2,205 

I(. P. 
1 20 
3 14 
1 31 
2 23 
3 26 
0 7 
0 22 
3 38 
3 0 
1 4 
3 9 
3 30 
2 23 
0 38 
3 8 
0 2 
3 29 
3 28 
3 2 
1 9 
3 6 
I 19 

1,232 
551 

2,387 
1,630 

535 
441 
175 
278 

0 
953 

1.574 
1,323 

551 
524 

1.069 
360 
316 

1,237 
264 
914 
363 
287 

N. J'. 
3 27 
0 14 
0 23 

3 23 
0 0 
2 20 
2 19 
1 13 
3 4 
1 32 
3 1 
2 28 
3 32 
1 12 
2 8 
3 30 

A. 
2,861 
2,255 
3.114 
6,030 
3,025 
3,277 
2.806 

363 
602 

4,644 
1,746 
1,458 
1,801 
2,205 
1.332 

866 
1,553 
2,095 
3,271 
1,699 

453 
2.493 

K. P. 
1 7 
3 28 
2 14 
0 31 
2 35 
1 38 
3 6 
3 38 
0 15 
0 27 
3 9 

10 
2 

11 
12 

1 34 
2 30 
2 16 
2 34 
2 21 
1 14 
1 9 

No. of 
Small 

Holders 
in Pos-
session. 

297 
66 

128 
609 
553 

95 
106 
22 
9 

217 
49 
60 

119 
177 
103 
53 
75 

117 
303 
102 
59 
80 

1,976 1 11 1,376 0 32 3,352 2 3 139 
2,551 3 23 908 3 5 3,460 2 28 161 
1,997 3 5 518 2 12 2,516 1 17 127 

19 1 18 95 1 33 114 3 11 11 
2,587 3 21 442 2 16 3,030 1 37 58 
4,859 3 32 3,411 0 28 8,271 0 20 711 

575 I 26 1,568 2 21 2,144 0 7 91 
452 3 29 29 2 15 482 2 4 17 

2,282 0 0 911 0 0 3,193 0 0 61 
265 3 27 525 0 33 791 0 20 49 
423 0 25 2,059 2 22 2,482 3 i 163 

— 296 0 39 296 0 39 28 
1,094 1 528 2 9 1,623 0 3 76 
4,088 1 4 1,762 1 17 5,850 2 21 348 
1,169 2 0 739 1 0 1,908 3 0 48 

610 1 10 208 1 11 818 2 21 53 
1,223 3 28 334 2 26 1,558 2 14 175 

941 1 3 84 1 31 1,025 2 34 55 
— 300 3 22 300 3 22 22 
— 49 0 8 49 0 8 7 

1,130 3 9 399 2 32 1,530 2 1 80 
— 79 3 9 79 3 9 8 

1,218 0 10 1,706 0 18 2,924 0 28 151 
921 3 30 1,042 1 13 1,964 1 3 365 

1,152 3 12 1,146 1 38 2.299 I 10 84 
548 0 27 238 1 27 786 2 14 9 

2,660 3 6 452 1 31 3,113 0 37 36 

67,741 3 18 38.191 3 I 105.933 2 19 6,532 

365 0 31 285 2 35 650 3 26 17 
— 220 3 0 220 3 0 12 

160 fl 0 2.986 2 5 3,146 2 5 41 
— 433 3 10 433 3 10 27 

2.263 0 0 47 0 0 2,310 0 0 37 
1,756 2 0 1.208 1 0 2.964 3 0 70 

652 1 14 75 0 38 727 2 12 20 
660 1 34 1,431 1) 27 2,091 2 21 26 

1,331 3 27 359 1 28 1,691 1 15 19 
2.357 2 24 2 0 0 2.359 2 24 63 
1.537 3 17 59 3 9 1,597 2 26 46 

44 0 9 330 0 0 374 0 9 19 
1 11.128 3 36 7.439 2 32 18.568 2 28 397 

i o i a i — 
England & Wales i 78,870 3 14 45,631 1 33 124,.502 1 7 6.929* 

In addition, 732 tenants uf 39 Associations occupy Und acquired by County 
Councils, 

WHO IS H U R T BY A TAX ON LAND VALUES. 

B Y F . A . W . L U C A S . 

Not the working f a rmer . No t t h e m a n who works for bis 
living. Only t h e person or c o m p a n y t h a t keeps va luable 
land idle. 

By t a x i n g land values only and u n t a x i n g i n d u s t r y wc 
shif t t he burden of t a x a t i o n f rom t h e worker to t b e idler. 

W h y do we w a n t to t a x land va lues ? 

Brcausc l and is p rov ided by N a t u r e for the whole people 
and not for a few. 

Because land values a re not c r ea t ed by a n y individual . 
Because t h e va lue of l and is m a d e by the c o m m u n i t y and 

should belong to t he c o m m u n i t y . 

Because a t a x on land va lues m a k e s t h e owner of idle land 
use i t or sell it to some one who w a n t s to use it. 

Because a t a x on land va lues is a t a x on idleness, while a 
t a x on a n y t h i n g else is a t a x on i n d u s t r y . 

Because o the r t axes a r e u n j u s t t o t be poor m a n . 

T h e big landowners a n d t h e big mineowners who will be 
b i t b y th i s t a x a re v e r y m u c h concerned for t h e worker . 
T h e y tell h im th i s t a x will m e a n t h e t a k i n g a w a y of his 
l i t t le p lo t of l and . T h e y do no t ca re for themselves , but 
the i r h e a r t s bleed for t h e poor f a r m e r and t be poor shop-
keeper . T h e poor f a rmer a n d t h e poor shopkeeper and 
eve ry o the r worker h a v e no th ing to fear nnd eve ry th ing 
to gain f rom t ax ing land values. 

E v e r y t h i n g a m a n e a t s or d r inks , wears or works wi th , 
comes f r o m t h e appl ica t ion of h u m a n labour d i rec t ly or 
indirect ly to t he land. Wi thou t a t a x on land va lues 
t h e p r i v a t e owner of land can keep i t idle a n d l imit t h e 
p roduc t ion of food and d r ink , c lo th ing and tools. T h e 
miner who w a n t s to mine, t h e f a r m e r who w a n t s to f a r m , 
c a n n o t do so because some landowner says no. T h e 
a m o u n t of work avai lable for mine r s and fa rmers is l imited 
a t t h e whim of p r i va t e landowners . B u t n o t on ly t h e 
a m o u n t of work for these people alone. If miners a re busy, 
engineers and b lacksmi ths a r e busy ; if f a r m e r s a re work ing , 
bu t che r s a n d bakers , t a n n e r s a n d millers a r e requ i red . 
You c a n n o t h a v e one section of t he c o m m u n i t y busy w i t h o u t 
all o the r sect ions being busy too. W e d o n ' t all w a n t 
to be f a rmer s or miners , b u t when those who do can easily 
get r ight on t o f a r m i n g or min ing land , then we shall all 
feel t he benef i t . 

A t a x on land values opens u p t h e l and . As long aw land 
is idle t h e owner gets n o t h i n g f r o m it . If while be gets 
no th ing f rom it he has to pay a t a x on its va lue he will 
soon th ink it wor th while t o use his land or sell it to someone 
who w a n t s to use it. In e i ther case the re is increased 
seope for e m p l o y m e n t . T h e more jobs the re are . t he 
more does t h e posit ion of t h e workers improve . 

Meanwhile , how does t h e small l andowner - t h e man 
who is us ing his l a n d — f a r e ? Tn exis t ing c i rcumstances 
t he more he works t he more t axes he has to pay . If he 
is a f a r m e r he has to p a y Cus toms dut ies on the tea , 
sugar , cocoa, e tc . , he a n d his employees c o n s u m e ; he 
has to pay t axes th rough ra i lway prof i ts on eve ry th ing 
be uses. T h e be t t e r his f a rmhouse and ou tbu i ld ings 
t h e h igher t he t axes be has bad to p a y . By reduc ing these 
t axes and m a k i n g good t h e r evenue f rom a t a x on t h e va lue 
of his land , the ba re land va lue as dis t inguished f r o m any 
va lue be as an individual has given t o it a n d a n y t h i n g 
on it . we shall cons iderably reduce the a m o u n t of t axa t i on 
payab le by such f a rmer . So, too, wi th t he shopkeeper , 
t he clerk, t b e a r t i san . 

On the o the r hand , big landowners and big mineowners , 
who do not con t r i bu t e to ra i lway prof i ts and do no t pay 
Cus toms d u t y in respect of idle agr icu l tu ra l or min ing 
or town lands , will liave to p a y t h e t a x on land values . 
T h a t is w h y the big l andowners like t h e presen t sys t em of 
t axa t ion , and t h a t is why t hey a re opposed to t ax ing 
land values. Use your vo t e and see your fellow workers 
a n d everyone you can influence use the i r votes for those 
who a re pledged to t ax land va lues w i t h o u t exempt ions . 
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THE OLD, OLD CRY. 
Speaking in suppor t of the Housing of the Working 

Classes Bill, on Friday, March 15th, Mr. C. Bathurs t (Wilts) 
s a i d : — 

As a Poor Law guardian iu a country district for many 
years, he did not remember a single case in which a man 
having a large enough garden, and having the necessary 
knowledge to cult ivate it, had either gone into the work-
house, except in advanced age, or received outdoor relief. 
What they wanted was, not the minimum half acre of the 
Irish Labourers Act, bu t just enough land to offer an 
al ternative occupation to the cottager and to help to 
meet the necessities of daily life without detracting f rom 
the value of the man 's daily occupation. (Hear, hear.) 

In other words, what " they " wanted was to give the 
agricultural labourers a t the expense of the ratepayer or 
taxpayer the use of sufficient land to keep him off the rates, 
but not sufficient to make him independent—or " saucy," 
as it used to be called—or to detract f rom the value of his 
labour to those who want his labour for their own profit. 
Of course, with a cottage at, say, Is. a week, and " just 
enough land to offer an al ternat ive occupation to the 
cottager, and to help him to meet the necessaries of daily 
life," the for tunate man would be able to work for his 
superiors a t lower wages than without such advantages— 
and would very soon be made to do so. If he had the use 
of enough laud to support himself and those dependent 
upon him, he would want more wages or even refuse to 
work for them a t all—and then whence would the landlord 
get his rent ? 

WHAT CAN THE RICH MAN DO ? 

In the case of the rich man to-day, who is honestly 
desirous of devoting his wealth to the improvement of the 
condition of Labour, what can he do ? 

Bestow his wealth on those who need it ? He may help 
some who deserve it, bu t will not improve general conditions. 
And, against the good he may do, will be the danger of doing 
harm. 

Build churches ? Under the shadow of churches poverty 
festers and the vice t h a t is born of it breeds. 

Build schools and colleges ? Save as it may lead men to 
see the iniquity of private property in land, increased 
education can effect nothing for mere labourers, for, as 
education is diffused, the wages of education sink. 

Establish hospitals ? Why, already it seems to labourers 
tha t there are too many seeking work, and to save and pro-
long life is to add to the pressure. 

Build model tenements ? Unless he cheapens house 
accommodation, he bu t drives fur ther the class he would 
benef i t ; and as he cheapens house accommodation, he 
brings more to seek employment and cheapens wages. 

Ins t i tu te laboratories, scientific schools, workshops for 
physical experiments ? He bu t st imulates invention and 
discovery, the very forces that , acting on a society based on 
private property in land, are crushing labour as between the 
upper and the nether millstone. 

Promote emigration from places where wages are low to 
places where they are somewhat higher ? If he does, even 
those whom he a t first helps to emigrate will soon turn on 
him to demand tha t such emigration shall be stopped as 
reducing their wages. 

Give away what land he may have, or refuse to take rent 
for i t . or let it a t lower rents than the market price ? He 
will simply make new landowners or partial landowners ; 
he may make some individuals richer, bu t he will do nothing 
to improve the general condition of labour. 

Or, bethinking himself of those public-spirited citizens of 
classic times, who spent great sums in improving their 

native cities, shall he t ry to beaut i fy the city of his birth 
or adoption ? Let him widen and straighten narrow and 
crooked streets ; let him build parks and erect fountains ; 
let him open t ramways and bring in railroads, or in any way 
make beautiful and at t ract ive his chosen city, and what will 
be the result ? Must i t not be t ha t those who appropriate 
God's bounty will take his also ? Will it not be tha t the 
value of land will go up, and tha t the net result of his bene-
factions will be an increase of rents and a bounty to land-
owners ? Why, even the mere announcement t h a t he is 
going to do such a thing will s tart speculation and send up 
the value of land by leaps and bounds. 

What , then, can the rich man do to improve the con-
dition of labour ? He can do nothing a t all, except to use 
his s trength for the abolition of the great primary wrong 
tha t robs men of their birthright. The justice of God 
laughs a t the a t tempts of men to substi tute anything else 
for it. 

To-day a wider, deeper, more beneficent revolution is 
brooding, not over one country, bu t over the world. God's 
t ru th impels it, and forces mightier than He has ever before 
given to men urge it on. I t is no more in the power of vested 
wrongs to s tay it than it is in man's power to s tay the sun. 
The stars in their courses fight against Sisera, and in the 
ferment of to-day, to him who ha th ears to hear, the doom 
of industrial slavery is sealed. 

— T H E C O N D I T I O N O F L A B O U R , by Henry George. 

KEEP IT BEFORE THE PEOPLE. 

K e e p i t before t h e people— 
T h a t t h e e a r t h was m a d e for m a n ! 

T h a t flowers were s t rewn, 
And f ru i t s were grown, 

T o bless a n d never t o b a n ; 
T h a t sun a n d ra in , 
And corn a n d grain 

Are yours a n d mine , m y b ro the r ! 
F r ee g i f t s f r o m heaven , 
And f ree ly given, 

T o one as well as a n o t h e r ! 

K e e p it before t h e people— 
T h a t m a n is t h e image of God ! 

H i s l imbs a n d soul 
Ye m a y no t control 

W i t h shackle, or shame , or rot! ! 
W e m a y no t be sold 
F o r silver or gold ; 

Ne i ther you nor I , m y b r o t h e r ! 
F r e e d o m was given 
B y God f r o m H e a v e n , 

T o one as well as a n o t h e r ! 

K e e p it before t h e people— 
T h a t famine , and crime, a n d woe 

Forever ab ide 
Still s ide b y side 

W i t h l u x u r y ' s dazzl ing show. 
T h a t L a z a r u s crawls 
F r o m Devi l ' s halls, 

And s ta rves a t his ga te , m y b r o t h e r ! 
Yet life was given 
B y God f r o m H e a v e n , 

T o one as well as a n o t h e r ! 

K e e p it before t h e people— 
T h a t t h e labourer c la ims liis need : 

T h e r ight of soil 
And t h e r ight t o toil, 

F r o m spur and br idle f reed. 
T h e r igh t t o bear 
And t h e r ight t o sha re 

W i t h you and me, m y b ro the r ! 
W h a t e v e r is given 
B y God f rom H e a v e n , 

T o one as well as a n o t h e r ! 
J . H . D U O O A N E ! 
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POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION. 

"LAND VALUES," AT THE SURVEYORS' INSTITUTION. 
MR. E D W I N S A V I L L ' S F U R T H E R S T A T E M E N T . 

T h e d e b a t e on t h e p a p e r read b y Mr. E d w i n Savill . F .S . I . . 
on t h e " Single T a x Movement " at t b e Surveyors ' 
I n s t i t u t i o n on 5 th F e b r u a r y , f rom which we quo ted e x t r a c t s 
and c o m m e n t e d u p o n in last m o n t h ' s issue, was con t inued 
on l l t lx March. According t o t h e ESTATES GAZETTE 
of 16th March , Mr. Savill m a d e the following s t a t e m e n t :— 

H i s ob j ec t in wr i t ing t h e p a p e r under discussion was to 
s t i r u p t h e Surveyor s ' I n s t i t u t i on . He had followed 
the whole ques t ion v e r y closely indeed du r ing the last 
t h r ee or fou r years . H e had a t t e n d e d the deba te s in tbe 
House wheneve r he got t h e chance . W h e n he could not 
a t t e n d t h e deba tes , be h a d read t he official repor t . H e 
had a t t e n d e d the mee t ings of t he Un i t ed Commi t t ee . 
T h e only ob j ec t of t h a t r a t i ng of site va lue was t o bring 
in cer ta in proper t ies which he bad bea rd m e m b e r s on bo th 
sides of t h e House—Conse rva t ives as well as Libera ls— 
say over a n d over again ought t o be b r o u g h t in. W h e n 
a n y t h i n g was accep ted b y b o t h par t ies be t h o u g h t they 
would agree t h a t i t would no t be long before it was b r o u g h t 
a b o u t , a n d he t h o u g h t all su rveyors should be p repa red 
for some change in our p resen t r a t i n g sys tem. Personal ly , 
lie w a n t e d no change , a n d if t h e I n s t i t u t i o n were s t rong 
and willing enough t o s t o p or m o d i f y a change , lie was w i t h 
t h e m ent i re ly . H e t h o u g h t pe rhaps t hey m i g h t go w i t h t h e 
s t r e a m and guide i t , b u t he never t h o u g h t for a m o m e n t , 
and he did n o t bel ieve now. t h a t t h e y would h a v e the 
energy a n d s t r e n g t h to s t e m it . I t m i g h t be b e t t e r , and he 
bel ieved e v e r y b o d y would agree wi th h im. t h a t if t he re 
were going to be a change , and those proper t ies t o which 
be b a d re fe r red were going to be b r o u g h t in, t h a t t h e y should 
be assessed on their m a r k e t va lue ins tead of u p o n the i r 
si te va lue , because si te va lue was a t h ing n o b o d y under -
s tood ; t h e y h a d all been t ry ing t o u n d e r s t a n d it for over 
a year . H e h a d used a great a m o u n t of energy, b u t had 
n o t a r r ived a t i t y e t ; n o r had a n y b o d y else. Marke t value , 
or cap i t a l va lue , was a t h i n g t h a t t h e y had all been b r o u g h t 
u p t o ca lcu la te all the i r lives, and t h e diff icul ty in a r r iv ing 
a t t h e fa i r m a r k e t va lue was fa i r ly easy compared wi th 
a r r iv ing a t s i te value . H i s in ten t ion h a d no t been to press 
a n y pa r t i cu l a r m e t h o d of a r r iv ing a t a fa i r sys t em ; all 
he w a n t e d was t h a t t h e I n s t i t u t i o n should p u t the i r whole 
energy e i ther in to s t o p p i n g a change a t all or . if t he re had 
to be a change , in gu id ing t h a t change in to t h e least 
h a r m f u l d i rect ion. 

TOO GOOD TO KEEP. 
" T H E S I N G L E T A X O U T R A G E . " 

I n t h e LAND AGENTS' RECORD of 2 4 t l i F e b r u a r y , a p p e a r s 
t h e fol lowing le t te r u n d e r t he t i t le " T h e Single T a x Ou t -
rage " :— 

SIR,—Mr. Savill , in his paper a t t h e Surveyors ' I n s t i t u -
t ion, descr ibed t h e schemes of t h e Committee, with a long 
name for conf iscat ing t h e ent i re va lue of t b e b a r e l and in a 
beau t i fu l spir i t of to lera t ion . H i s figures show t h a t even 
t h e mi lder a l t e rna t ive , " for i m m e d i a t e c o n s u m p t i o n , " 
would confiscate t h e ave rage ne t annua l va lue of agricul-
t u r a l l and , including t h e bui ldings and i m p r o v e m e n t s upon i t . 

I c la im t o h a v e shown in t h e NATIONAL REVIEW for 
N o v e m b e r , 1910, t h a t local ra tes alone, w i t h o u t t b e food t axes 
included b y Mr. Savill, exceed grea t ly t he ne t annua l va lue of 
ag r icu l tu ra l land, a p a r t f r o m bui ldings and improvemen t s . 

As for t h e " whole hog " of t h e Single T a x confiscatory, 
th is need not t roub le us a t all. because t be charg ing of all 
local r a t e s and Imper ia l subven t ions in aid thereof would 
ext inguish p r iva t e ownersh ip of l and , for, of course, no one 
would own it if he had t o p a y annua l ly more t h a n i ts net 
a n n u a l va lue . 

This is t h e avowed ob jec t of t he land confiscatory. T h e y 
desire t o nat ional ise or municipal ise t b e land w i thou t 
p a y i n g a h a l f p e n n y for i t . I n o the r words, t hey ask t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t to steal it for t b e na t ion . Thei r mora l s t a t u s 
is no higher t h a n t h a t of a na t iona l union of burg la rs would 
be, a n d t h e y should be m e t b y denunc ia t ion , r a t h e r t h a n 
b y to le ran t a r g u m e n t . Of course, t he effect of the i r 
proposals should be d e m o n s t r a t e d as c lear ly as it can 
be, a n d wi th such a d e m o n s t r a t i o n a grea t union of owners 
a n d occupiers of land , inc luding sites and g round- ren t s 
of bui ldings , should be fo rmed , t o a r r ange for publ ic mee t -

ings t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , in o rder to show the people 
d is t inc t ly w h a t i t is t h a t t he Committer for the Confiscation 
of Txind Values will do if t h e y can . 

Some ineffably silly scruples as t o a t t ack ing the con-
fiscation scheme becauso i t is " poli t ical " were ex pressed 
a t tho mee t ing of t h e Surveyors ' I n s t i t u t i o n . I s p a r t y 
spi r i t so s t rong a m o n g t h e m e m b e r s t h a t t hey would 
hes i ta te to a t t a c k any cr iminal s cheme wha teve r if it were 
advoca ted b y a section of e i ther p a r t y t These people 
arc inci t ing the masses , t h r o u g h a s y m p a t h e t i c Governmen t , 
to commi t one of t h e g rea t e s t c r imes ever c o m m i t t e d by a 
m a j o r i t y aga ins t a minor i ty of the i r fellow c o u n t r y m e n , 
and t hey deserve p u n i s h m e n t as tho rough ly as a n y mon 
who set c o m m o n cr imina ls to work . 

T h e classes connec ted wi th t he land aro in t he h a b i t of 
ignoring g rea t dangers unt i l these h a v e become accom-
plished fac ts . A t p resen t t be Commi t t ee of confiscatory, 
wi th t h e he lp of Mr. Fels ' s weal th , a re pe rve r t ing t h e minds 
and consciences of i gno ran t masses of voters w i thou t 
check. Mr. Savill describod bow t h e y a re spending money 
lavishly a n d d i s t r i bu t ing the i r ly ing leaflets in shoals. 
If they a re left long to p u r s u e their in iqu i tous course w i t h o u t 
organised opposi t ion, it m a y be too la te to p r e v e n t their 
success, and pol i t ic ians who a re foolishly urging Mr. Lloyd 
George to deal wi th local t axa t i on m a y find t h a t when he 
has t imo to deal wi th i t he will b r ing in a Bill to cha rge 
ra tes on capi ta l s i te va lues which will be t h e beginning of 
t b e end of p r i v a t e ownersh ip in l and . 

If all t he associat ions connec ted with land would co-
ope ra t e to f o rm a N a t i o n a l L a n d Defence Union , inv i t ing 
banks , insurance associat ions , f r i end ly societies, t rus tees , 
a n d all o the r inves tors in l and to join it, no t fo rge t t ing the 
h u n d r e d s of t h o u s a n d s of working men whose savings 
a re invested in land th rough the i r p rov iden t societies, 
we should have an army powerful and wealthy enough to wash 
naphtha soap out of the field, or even to fight in defence of 
p rope r ty in land if necessa ry .—Yours . &c., 

W I L L I A M E . B E A R . 
H a i l s h a m , F e b r u a r y 17th. 

SIR JOHN BENN ON THE RATING OF LAND VALUES. 
Sir J o h n Benn , t he leader of t h e Progress ive P a r t y on 

the London Coun ty Council , gave an address on " London 
R a t e s a n d Indus t r i e s " a t t h e a n n u a l mee t ing of t h e London 
R e f o r m LTnion, held in t h e Na t iona l L ibera l Club on 
F e b r u a r y 29th. Deal ing with t he quest ion of t he equal isa-
t ion of London ra tes , Sir J o h n , according to t he WEST-
MINSTER GAZETTE of l s t M a r c h , s a i d : — 

H i t h e r t o considerat ion had been l imited to t h e effect 
of levying over t h e whole of London a flat r a t e of 7s. 6d. 
in t he £ based on the r a t eab l e va lue . B u t , in t h e opinion 
of m a n y of t h e m , r a t eab l e va lue was no t as fa i r a basis 
as s i te va lue —they held t h a t a m a n u f a c t u r e r ough t not to 
be r a t ed on every i m p r o v e m e n t he m a d e in his premises , 
and on eve ry piece of mach ine ry he instal led t he re : be 
ough t not to be discouraged f r o m m a k i n g bis f ac to ry as 
efficient as t h e la tes t inven t ions and most modern p l an t 
would pe rmi t . 

This quest ion was one of the mos t difficult economic 
p rob lems t h e y bad to deal wi th , and t h e ac tua l effect was 
ha rd to s t a t e in precise figures. Bu t in connect ion with 
proposals which were recent ly be fore t b e L.O.C. for f u r t h e r 
equal isa t ion of ra tes , some figures were p repared b y Mr. E . 
J H a r p e r , t he S t a t e s ta t i s t ica l officer, to indica te t h e effect 
of rel ieving the present, r a t e p a y e r s f rom a bu rden of 4d. in 
t h e £ on t b e r a t eab l e va lue and s u b s t i t u t i n g a charge of 
lOd. in t h e £ on t h e a n n u a l s i te va lues (roughly, equiva len t 
to i d . in t h e £ on t h e cap i te l si te values) . Sir J o h n Benn 
said he had t a k e n o u t t h e figures re la t ing to t he four teen 
h igh ly- ra ted indust r ia l boroughs , and he found t h a t , 
accord ing to t h e tab le , t he r a t e s now levied u p o n tbe 
occupiers would be reduced by £233.000. and t h a t t h e site 
va lue ra te , to be levied on owners in t he s ame boroughs , 
would a m o u n t to £170,000. T h e resul t on t b e owners 
and occupiers t aken t oge the r would be to reduce the charges 
of Local G o v e r n m e n t a n d Poor Law in these four teen 
i ndus t r i a l boroughs b y over £63,000. 

This a d v a n c e in' London reform was no t near ly so r emote 
as it was a year or two ago. A s tock a r g u m e n t aga ins t t he 
t axa t i on or r a t i n g of site va lues was t h a t land could no t be 
valued a p a r t f r o m bui ldings. Now, t h a n k s to t h e Budge t , 
t h e va lua t ion was ac tua l ly t a k i n g place, and t he re was 
a s e p a r a t e co lumn for t he g round landlord . 
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N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 

THE PUBLIC MEETINGS CAMPAIGN. 

A R e p o r t of t h e Campa ign in Wil t sh i re will be f o u n d 
unde r " R u r a l N e w s " on page 284. 

THE SPECIAL LONDON CAMPAIGN. 
In add i t ion to those mee t ings announced in las t m o n t h ' s 

issue, a r r anged by t h e Un i t ed C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e English 
League in con junc t ion wi th t h e L o n d o n Liberal Fede ra t i on , 
for London , t h e following were held d u r i n g March , m a k i n g 
in all a to ta l of 14 m e e t i n g s : — 
Mar. 18th.—Stoke Newington (Library Hall, Church Street): 

Mr. Prancis Neilson, M.P. 
22nd.—West St. Pancran (Clarence Road Schools): Mr. 

James Dundas White, LL.D., M.P. 
„ 25th.—North Lambeth (Waterloo Road Schools): ,1. C. 

Wedgwood, M.P., and Mr. R. L. Outhwaite. 
„ 27th.—Mile End (Burdett Road Schools): Mr. J . C. Wedg-

wood, M.P., and Mr. R. L. Outhwaite. 
„ 29th.—Peckham (Lower Park Road Schools): Mr. J . C. 

Wedgwood, M.P., and Mr. R. L. Outhwaite. 
30th.— South Islington (Middleton Hall, Upper Street) : 

Mr. J . C. Wedgwood and Mr. R. L. Outkwaitc. 
These mee t ings h a v e been well a t t e n d e d and h a v e 

beeu m a r k e d by g rea t en thus i a sm for the, pr inciples 
a d v o c a t e d . L o n d o n Rad ica l s a re quick t o realise t h e 
re la t ionship be tween ru ra l depopu la t ion and t h e pove r ty 
p rob lem of tho indus t r i a l cent res a n d to see in land va lue 
t a x a t i o n t h e only m e a n s of redress. This t a k e n wi th t h c 
pressing gr ievance and man i f e s t in jus t i ce of t h e present, 
r a t ing s y s t e m encourages t h e hope t h a t L o n d o n nex t 
March, when t h e L.C.C. elections t a k e place, will decide 
t o go fo rward wi th Glasgow aga ins t t h e evils of land 
monopo ly . 

LONDON MID-DAY MEETINGS. 
R a m a n d the coal s t r ike caused t h e p o s t p o n e m e n t of 

several of t he m i d - d a y mee t ings a r r anged for t h e m o n t h . 
Mr. R . L. O u t h w a i t e a n d Mr. H a r r y do Pass h a d f a i r 
audiences at t h e works of t h e Wes t inghouse B r a k e Co. 
a n d a t t h e P o t a t o M a r k e t a t W e s t I s l ing ton ; an excellent 
ga the r ing a t McCorquod ale's works , Wes t S t . Pancras , 
a n d an a t t e n d a n c e of a b o u t 600 a t t h e works of Waterlow 
a n d Co. in t h e H o x t o n Division, fol lowed n e x t d a y by a 
mee t ing in t h e s a m e division oppos i te t h e works of t h e 
-Maypole Dairy Co. A n encouraging f e a t u r e of these 
mee t ings has been t h e eager d e m a n d for leaflets. Such 
work imposes a considerable s t ra in on t h e speakers , bu t 
t h e mee t ings so far held show t h a t du r ing t h e s u m m e r 
very effect ive p r o p a g a n d a can be carr ied oil in th is way . 

STAMFORD (LINCS). 
U n d e r t h e jo in t auspices of t h e S t a m f o r d B r a n c h of t h e 

N a t i o n a l League of Y o u n g Libera ls a n d t h e U n i t e d Com-
mi t t ee , a largely a t t e n d e d m e e t i n g w a s held in t h e Corn 
E x c h a n g e , S t a m f o r d , on F e b r u a r y 16th. Mr. A r t h u r 
Ki tson pres ided, s u p p o r t e d b y m a n y p r o m i n e n t local 
Liberal leaders , a n d Mr. P . Wilson R a f f a n , M.P. , w a s t h e 
speake r of t h e evening. 

Air. K i t son , in t h e course of his opening address , re fer red 
t o t h e l i fe-work of H e n r y George, a n d in i n t roduc ing Mr. 
Raf fau , said t h a t g e n t l e m a n would exp la in t h e i m p o r t a n c e 
of t h e land ques t ion , a n d he t h o u g h t i t was m o s t f i t t ing 
t h a t he should come t h e r e for t h a t purpose , a s he con-
sidered S t a m f o r d suffered as m u c h as a n y w h e r e else f r o m 
land monopo ly . 

Mr. R a f f a n , who h a d a good recept ion , showed how-
f ree l a n d was t h e logical conclusion of F r e e T r a d e , a n d 
t h a t Oobden ' s policy h a d only been half car r ied ou t . H e 
t r aced t h e cause of u n e m p l o y m e n t , low wages a n d bad 
hous ing t o land monopo ly and emphas i sed t h e i m p o r t a n c e 
of land va lua t i on in dea l ing w i t h these p rob lems i n a s m u c h 
as l and va lues t a x a t i o n was t h e only r emedy . 

Mr. R a f f a n ' s e loquen t address , to* use t h e descr ip t ion 
o f t h e s p e e c h b y t h e S T A M F O R D A N D R U T L A N D G U A R D I A N , 
was received wi th grea t en thus i a sm, and a h e a r t y vo t e of 
t h a n k s t o h im a n d t h e Cha i rman was car r ied w i t h app lause . 

T h e m e e t i n g was well r epo r t ed iu t he GUARDIAN of 
22nd F e b r u a r y . 

ALTRINCHAM. 
A wel l -a t tended publ ic mee t ing p romoted b y t h e 

Manches ter L a n d Values League on behalf of t h e Uni t ed 
Commi t t ee was held in t he L i t e ra ry I n s t i t u t e , A l t r i ncham, 
on t h e 27th F e b r u a r y . Mr. E . Meland was in t h e chair , 
Mr. Jos ia l i C. Wedgwood, M.P. , was t h e pr incipal speaker , 
and on t h e p l a t f o r m were Dr . P e r c y McDougall , Mr. A. H . 
Weller (Pres iden t a n d Secre tary of t h e Manches te r Land 
Values League) , and m a n y p rominen t local Liberals . 

A f t e r a shor t opening speech b y t h e Cha i rman , Mr. 
Wedgwood del ivered a s t i rr ing address on t h e T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values. H e showed in a clear a n d convincing 
m a n n e r how land monopo ly was tho cause of low wages 
and u n e m p l o y m e n t a n d consequent ly of t h e p reva len t 
s t r i fe in t h e indus t r ia l world. 

Mr. Wedgwood m o v e d , Dr. McDougal l seconded, and 
Mr. A. H . Weller suppor t ed a resolut ion suppor t ing t h e 
recent L a n d a n d T a x a t i o n R e f o r m Memorial to t h e Govern-
m e n t , a n d urging t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o has t en t h e com-
plet ion of t h e va lua t ion being carr ied ou t unde r t h e F i n a n c e 
Act . T h e resolut ion was carried unan imous ly , and i t 
was agreed t h a t copies should be fo rwarded to t h e P r i m e 
Minister , t h e Chancellor of t h e E x c h e q u e r , and t h e m e m b e r 
for t h e Division. Votes of t h a n k s to Mr. Wedgwood and 
t h e Cha i rman , enthusias t ical ly carr ied, b rough t t h e meet ing 
t o a close. 

OLDHAM. 
I n t he Co-opera t ive Hall , K i n g St ree t , Oldl iam, on 

March 1st, ail excel lent ly a t t e n d e d mee t ing was held unde r 
t h e auspices of t he Manches ter League a n d t h e Uni t ed 
Commit tee . Mr. A. W. B a r t o n , M.P. for t h e Division, 
presided, a n d a n address was del ivered on t h e R a t i n g a n d 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values b y A l d e r m a n P . W. R a f f a n , M.P. 
A l d e r m a n Greaves, Councillors Coates, E . Keinpsey , J . P . , 
Turner , C h e e t h a m anil F r e e m a n , Dr . Pe rcy McDougal l 
and Mr. A. H . Weller of t h e Manches te r League, were present 
a m o n g o the r p rominen t local Liberals . 

A lde rman R a f f a n , in a vivid m a n n e r , showed how- t h e 
problems of t h e t i m e — u n e m p l o y m e n t , low wages, and 
housing—were, a t b o t t o m , phases of t h e land ques t ion . 
H e showed in some detai l how t h e shu t t i ng o u t of t h e 
land f r o m ful l a n d fa i r use affected t h e social evils of t h e 
day . T h e compet i t ion for jobs in t h e t owns w a s caused b y 
t h e f ac t t h a t t he c o u n t r y men were unab le t o get fa i r 
oppor tun i t i e s on t h e land. Land va lue was c rea ted b y t h e 
c o m m u n i t y , a n d t h e c o m m u n i t y should en joy t h e va lue 
i t itself h a d created. R a t e s should be t a k e n off improve-
m e n t s in t h e coun t ry , a n d off housing a n d mach ine ry in t h e 
towns , a n d p u t upon land values. 

Dr . McDougall m o v e d and Mr. Weller seconded a 
resolut ion suppor t ing t h e L a n d a n d T a x a t i o n Refo rm 
Memorial , a n d calling u p o n the Gove rnmen t to has ten t h e 
va lua t ion of land unde r t he 1909-10 F inance Ac t . T h e 
resolut ion was carried and it was decided t h a t copies 
should be fo rwarded t o t h e P r i m e Minister and t h e ( 'haiicellor 
of t h e Excheque r . 

MELTON MOWBRAY. 
On M o n d a y . March 4tli, a mee t ing was held in t h e Corn 

Exchange , Mel ton Mowbray , under t h e auspices of t he 
Un i t ed Commit tee . Mr. W. E . Boyes pres ided, Mr. R. L. 
O u t h w a i t e was t he pr incipal speaker , and o thers w h o spoke 
were Mr. W. Bowley a n d Mr. W . Leader . 

T h e Cha i rman said t h a t tho land quest ion was to -day 
t he root of all the i r t roubles such as big s t r ikes aud lock-outs. 
He dealt w i th tho re la t ion of min ing royal t ies to t h e presen t 
crisis in t he coal i ndus t ry a n d said tha t t he r emedy was t h e 
T a x a t i o n of Land Values. 

Mr. O u t h w a i t e t h e n del ivered a n address on " Land 
Monopoly a n d Labour Unres t . " H e said t ha t he agreed 
with t he Cha i rman tha t the land ques t ion was a t t h e root 
of the i r p reseu t indus t r ia l t roubles. He also dea l t wi th t he 
quest ion of ru ra l depopula t ion . .The only way t o r emedy 
this evil was to ob ta in a rise of agr icul tura l wages which 
could only be done b y crea t ing an increased d e m a n d for 
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labour, and the way t o do this was by compell ing the 
owners of t h e land e i ther to use t h a t land or let it go t o 
somebody who would use it . ]f t hey could force in to use 
t he locked-up ru ra l lands there would be such a scramble 
for workers to till t he land t h a t t h e wage of t h e agricul tural 
labourer would rap id ly advance . T h e T a x a t i o n of Land 
Values was t h e only way b y which owners could be st imu-
lated to b r ing the i r land in to use. 

MARKET HARBOROUGH. 
Under t h e joint auspices of t he Uni ted Commit tee and th . 

local Liberal Associat ion a wel l -a t tended mee t ing was held 
t h e Assembly Rooms , Marke t Ha rbo rough , on March 5tli. 

Mr. A r t h u r T. Cort presided, a n d addresses were delivered 
b y Messrs. Jos i ah C. Wedgwood. M.P. , and R. L. Outhwai te . 

Mr. Wedgwood , a f t e r [laying a t r i bu te to t he work of 
• j U ' " a n - t h e Member for t h e Ha rbo rough Division, 

said t h e only polit ics t h e y could speak of a t t h e present 
t ime was of labour unres t . I t was a world movemen t , 
I he m o s t i m p o r t a n t f e a tu r e of it was t h e b i r th of a new 

feeling m politics. For m a n y years t he Gove rnmen t 
ot t he c o u n t r y had been gradual ly going on along Socialistic 
lines. I h roughou t t he individual had had t o give place 
to t he whole. Too m u c h a t t en t ion had been, however , given 
t o giving t h e workers comfor t , a n d not t ak ing into account 
jus t ice and f reedom. T h e new m o v e m e n t was to al ter 
t ins, a n d give t he m a n first of all personal f r eedom and 
just ice. As Liberals w h a t they mus t p u t before t h e workers 
was to secure for t h e m a full reward for the i r labours. 
L ive t h e m just ice. T h e y did not get t h e full reward 
now by reason of t h e ves ted interests and knowledge t ha t 
existed. I t was their business as Liberals t o sweep these 
interests aside. Poli t ics was one long s t ruggle between 
privilege a n d t h e people. T rue Liberal ism mean t t he 
des t ruc t ion of t h e power of ves ted interest to rob t h e 
public. H e t hen t r aced the effect of land monopo ly on 
p resen t -day social condit ions, showing how restr icted 
e m p l o y m e n t and low wages were t h e di rect resul t of land-
lordism a n d our sys tems of r a t i ng and t axa t ion . H e showed 
how t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values would break d o w n land 
monopoly , t h row t h e land open to product ion , so increasing 
t h e d e m a n d for labour , and raising wages, quo t ing the 
example of how N e w Zealand and Aust ra l ia had benefi ted 
bv this r e fo rm. Mr. O u t h w a i t e also delivered an eloquent 
speech. A t t h e close m a n y quest ions were asked t h e 
speakers b y the audience and sa t is factor i ly answered. A 
cordial vo t e of t h a n k s t o t h e Cha i rman and speakers brought 
t h e mee t ing t o a close. 

T H E LORD ADVOCATE IN PORTSMOUTH. 

Ail en thus ias t i c mass meet ing was held unde r t h e 
auspices of t h e Un i t ed Commi t t ee and t h e P o r t s m o u t h 
League of Y o u n g Liberals a t t h e Town Hall on March 18th. 

Mr. J . H . Mar t in , Pres iden t of t h e League of Young 
Liberals , occupied t h e chai r . H e associated unemploy-
m e n t , p o v e r t y , and bad housing condi t ions wi th our p resen t 
land sys tem, and m a i n t a i n e d t h a t t h e up l i f t ing of t he 
masses could be accompl ished only bv freeing the land 
T h e pol icy i n a u g u r a t e d by Mr. L loyd George in his great 
B u d g e t mus t be deve loped unti l some of t h e t axa t ion 
a n d t h e whole of t h e r a t e s were placed upon the huge 
l and va lues which were ent i rely c rea ted b y t h e effort , 
en te rpr i se a n d presence of every p roduc t ive worker in the 
c o m m u n i t y . 

Mr. Ure , who delivered an address on " T h e R a t i n g of 
L a n d Va lues , " had a very h e a r t y recept ion. H e is a 
f avo tu i t e w i t h P o r t s m o u t h Liberals , while t he Land Values 
m e n h a v e t h e very highest apprec ia t ion of t h e great work 
he has been doing for t h e movemen t for several years . 
His address con ta ined t h e same sober, caut ious , clear 
convmcu ig a r g u m e n t s w i t h which t h e men of t h e old 
guard a re so fami l iar a n d ye t tlie repe t i t ion of which ever 
br ings f r e sh del ight . He exposed in his ow n in imi tab le way 
t h e c iuimng, injust ice , and s t u p i d i t y of our p resen t ra t ing 
sys tem, a n d then m a w a y tha t even t h e dullest could 
real ise he showed t h e a d v a n t a g e s of relieving bui ldings 
a n d m a c h i n e r y — t h e work of m e n ' s h a n d s — f r o m all bu rdens 
of r a t e s and taxes . H e was par t i cu la r ly severe on the 
a d v o c a t e s of l and na t iona l i sa t ion , and warned t h e m off 
o u r " p i t ch " as a menace t o real land reform. 

Refer r ing to t he coal s t r ike , Mr. Ure sa id t h a t if those 
r el o n u s ot which they h a d hea rd t ha t n ight had been in force 
a genera t ion or so ago we should never have seen th is 

upheava l . H e could not but t h i n k t h a t a fa i rer and 
jus te r sys tem of d i s t r ibu t ing t h e bu rdens of t ax ing and 
ra t ing oil t h e shoulders of our people would have removed 
t h e see th ing mass of d i scon ten t a n d would have demon-
s t r a t ed to our working popu l a t i on t ha t they h a d a real 
in teres t in t h e soil of the i r coun t ry . T h e tell ing po in t s of 
his address were hear t i ly a p p l a u d e d . I n concluding he 
aroused t h e g rea tes t en thus i a sm by declar ing he would 
never p u t on his coa t unt i l th i s g r ea t ques t ion of ra t ing 
land values was set t led. 

Mr. Mar t in m o v e d f rom t h e Chair t h e following resolu-
t ion :— 

This mee t ing , believing t h a t bad housing and unem-
p l o y m e n t arise chiefly ou t of t h e exist ing sys tems of 
land t e n u r e and t a x a t i o n , urges t h e G o v e r n m e n t to 
develop t h e policy i n a u g u r a t e d in t h e Budge t , by 
empower ing local r a t i ng au thor i t i e s to levy ra tes on the 
land va lue b a s i s ; a n d f u r t h e r pledges itself to resist 
any a t t e m p t t o deal wi th t h e p r o b l e m of local and 
Imper ia l t a x a t i o n which ignores t h e r a t ing of land values. 
Mr. D. L. Lipson seconded, a n d said t l ia t t h e League 

ot \ oung Libera ls m e a n t business on t h e r a t i ng of land 
values. I t was t h e first p lank on the i r p rog ramme . He 
called oil t h e y o u n g m e n t o join t h e League and help them 
t o abolish p o v e r t y . 

T h e resolut ion was carr ied unan imous ly . 
Sir T h o m a s B r a m s d o n proposed a vo te of t h a n k s to 

Mr. Ure. He said if t h e Liberal p a r t y lost, some suppor t e r s 
t h r o u g h ca r ry ing o u t an a d v a n c e d policy, t he p a r t y was as 
well w i t h o u t the i r s u p p o r t . 

Mr. W. H . T . P a i n seconded t h e vo t e of t h a n k s , and said 
t h e l and ques t ion was a t t h e root of our social ills and 
no th ing p e r m a n e n t could be done to improve t h e condi t ion 
ot t he workers unt i l we got t he T a x a t i o n and R a t i n g of 
L a n d Values. 

A f t e r reply ing to the vo t e of t h a n k s and answer ing a. few 
r a t h e r s t up id ques t ions a b o u t land na t iona l i sa t ion , Mr. Ure 
proposed a vo te of t h a n k s to t h e Cha i rman . T h e m e e t i n g 
responded wi th r ight good will, for it was no less p roud 
of i t s cha i rman t h a n he was of t he mee t ing . Our move-
m e n t will hea r more of Mr. Mar t in . 

T h e g rea tes t credi t is d u e to the L e a g u e of Young Libera ls 
for t h e m a n n e r in which wi th very scan ty he lp u n d e r 
except iona l difficulties, t h e y organised such a successful 
mee t ing . 

T h e Secre ta ry of t h e P o r t s m o u t h League of Young 
Libera ls wr i tes :— 

As regards t h e speech itself , I will no t p re sume to say 
a n y t h i n g , except t h a t a To ry f r iend, w h o m 1 persuaded 
to a t t e n d , said to me a f t e rwards , t ha t he had never heard 
a clearer or more in te res t ing exposi t ion of any sub jec t , 
and t ha t lie believed t h e r e was some th ing in tlie r a t i ng 
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of l and values a f t e r all. I r ega rd t h i s as m o r e sa t i s f ac to ry 
t h a n a n y s t a t e m e n t ( and t h e r e were p l e n t y ) m a d e b y 
I he Lord A d v o c a t e ' s admi re r s . 

T m u s t say t h a t y o u r local r ep re sen t a t i ve s gave us all 
possible help , in f a c t , t h e y worked w i t h a zeal w o r t h y 
of t h e cause, a n d largely c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e success of t h e 
mee t ing . T h e leaders of o u r League , who a re to a m a n 
a rden t s u p p o r t e r s of your m o v e m e n t a n d h a v e placed 
t h e r a t i n g of land va lues in t h e v e r y f o r e f r o n t of our pro-
g r a m m e , also gave u n s t i n t e d help, n o t only in t h e ac tua l 
a r r a n g e m e n t of t h e mee t ing , b u t in m a k i n g i t known a t 
our weekly mee t ings , and elsewhere, previously t o t h e 
meet ing . 

PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE. 
60, U p p e r Arunde l S t ree t , P o r t s m o u t h . 

I n connec t ion w i t h t he P o r t s m o u t h League for t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values a publ ic m e e t i n g was held a t t b e 
Co-opera t ive Hal l , G a m i e r S t ree t , F r a t t o n , on W e d n e s d a y 
evening, Mr. S tokes presiding. A p a p e r on " T h e 
Indus t r i a l U n r e s t " was read b y t b e Secre ta ry , who a t t h e 
close of his address answered m a n y quest ions. A 
discussion followed, du r ing which Mr. McGuigan declared 
that, t he re was unres t in every class of workers , and working 
mon were p ro te s t ing agains t t h e g rea t r ich, idle, non-
p roduc ing classes, w h o held prac t ica l ly all tho wea l th of 
t h e c o u n t r y . A v o t e of t h a n k s was accorded t b e speaker . 

W M . K I N G , H o n . S e c . 

UNITED COMMITTEE LECTURERS. 
Mr. H a r r y de P a s s addressed t w o mee t ings under t h e 

auspices of t h e E i g h t y Club on March 13th and 25 th a t New 
B a r n e t a n d H i n d h e a d (Surrey) on " L a n d and L a b o u r 
U n r e s t . " W r i t i n g of t h e H indhead mee t ing a cor responden t 
says t h a t " g rea t in te res t has been evoked in this d is t r ic t 
a s a resul t of Mr. de Pass ' s address a t t h e village d e b a t i n g 
society. T h e r e was a record a t t e n d a n c e a n d t h e audience 
l istened w i t h t h e g rea tes t a t t e n t i o n while t h e speaker w a s 
e x p o u n d i n g his views. A f t e r t h e address t h e r e was a ve ry 
lively discussion a n d it was general ly agreed t h a t t h e 
mee t ing was t h e m o s t in teres t ing held th i s season ." 

On March 19th, Mr. A. W . Madsen, addressed a mee t ing , 
a t Maiden Crescent , of t h e N o r t h St . P a n c r a s W o m e n ' s 
Libera l F e d e r a t i o n on " How to R e d u c e L o u d o n ' s R a t e s . " 

MIDLAND LEAGUE. 
20, C a n n o n St ree t , B i r m i n g h a m . 

T h e League litis been ca r ry ing ou t a n ac t ive campa ign 
a m o n g t h e munic ipa l i t ies in t h e Mid lands in connect ion 
wi th t h e Glasgow T o w n Council pe t i t ion t o P a r l i a m e n t 
for Land Value R a t i n g Powers . A b o u t 40 Councils h a v e 
been deal t wi th and m u c h l i t e ra tu re and in fo rmat ion h a s 
been sen t t o t h e m e m b e r s of t h e var ious local bodies. 
R e p o r t s show t h a t Councillors prefer t o wa i t unt i l t h e 
va lua t ion is nea re r comple t ion before t a k i n g any def in i te 
s tep . A t t h e t i m e of wr i t ing we a re wai t ing for t h e resul t 
f r o m t h e B i r m i n g h a m City Council , a n d a re hoping t h a t 
Councillor D u g g a n will p rovoke a good discussion. All 
t h e council m e m b e r s h a v e been well circularised dur ing t h e 
last few weeks a n d the Libera l a n d L a b o u r m e m b e r s 
h a v e e i ther been seen or c o m m u n i c a t e d w i t h by le t ter . 
If B i r m i n g h a m would only m o v e all t h e o ther d is t r ic ts 
would follow. T h e de lay wi th t h e va lua t ion is t h e s tumbl ing 
block. 

T h e Solly Oak L e a g u e of Y o u n g Libera ls a t the i r mee t ing 
on March 21st passed a resolut ion t h a n k i n g Mr. C h a p m a n 
W r i g h t for his in te res t ing a n d in forming addresses a t t h e 
Pol i t ical E c o n o m y class, a n d especially for t he v e r y 
lucid way in which he has expla ined t o t h e m t h e pr inciples 
of t h e Land Values policy. 

C H A P M A N W R I G H T , S e c r e t a r y . 

MANCHESTER LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 
1, Pr incess S t ree t , Albert Square , Manches ter . 

In addi t ion t o those a l ready announced in LAND VALUES, 
t h e following mee t ings were addressed du r ing March : 
B r e d b u r v Libera l Associat ion (Dr . P. McDougall) , Bo l ton 

P rope r ty Owners ' Associat ion (W. Noble), Sou th Man-
chester W o m e n ' s Libera l Association (Dr. P. McDougall) , 
Russel l S t ree t Men 's Own, H u l m e (A. H . Weller) . 

T h e following mee t ings h a v e been a r ranged u p to t he 
t ime of going to press :— 
April 15.—Ashton-under-Lyne Forum, Livsey's Restaurant: Dr. 

P. McDougall, 7.30. 
„ 24.—S. Salford L.Y.L., Druid's Hall, Sackville Street : A. H. 

Weller, 8. 
„ 4, 11, 18, 25.—Economic Class Meetings at League's office 

at 8. 
9, 23.—North Manchester Branch Meetings at Queen's 

Park Congregational Institute at 8. 
W e are doing all we can to in teres t Councillors in t h e 

Glasgow resolut ions b y d i s t r ibu t ing l i t e ra ture a n d in o the r 
ways. U p to t he present , we h a v e dea l t w i th Manches te r , 
Salford, F a r n w o r t h , War r ing ton , Radcl i f fe , Leigh, Bo l ton , 
Ashtori - unde r -Lyme , S tockpor t , O ldham, Andcnshaw, 
H y d e , Pres twich , Al t r incham, H c a t o n Norr is , S t r e t fo rd 
a n d Sale. 

N E W S P A P E R C O R R E S P O N D E N C E G R O U P . 
A Newspaper Correspondence G r o u p has been fo rmed , 

a n d will m e e t in t he League ' s office every T h u r s d a y f r o m 
7 to 8 p .m. All f r iends willing t o assist in th is good work 
are inv i ted to a t t e n d or to commun ica t e wi th t h e Secre ta ry . 

E a c h m e m b e r of t h e Group will u n d e r t a k e t o wa tch one 
newspaper a n d will wr i te a le t te r t o t he ed i tor on a n y 
cu r ren t top ic or in reply to o ther cor respondents whenever 
o p p o r t u n i t y offers. W h e n his l e t t e r appea r s he will a t 
once in fo rm tho Secre ta ry , who will c o m m u n i c a t e wi th 
o ther m e m b e r s of t he Group wi th t h e ob jec t of ge t t ing o the r 
le t ters sen t in suppor t of t he first wr i ter . 

I f , a f t e r several a t t e m p t s , a m e m b e r fails to ge t a l e t t e r 
p r in ted , he will t r ans fe r his a t t e n t i o n to a n o t h e r p a p e r . 
Such an exchange of dut ies be tween m e m b e r s m i g h t be 
m a d e wi th a d v a n t a g e , even when member s ' le t ters a re 
general ly p r in ted . 

T h e mee t ings a t t he League ' s offices will be for t h e 
purpose of repor t ing progress a n d discussing f u t u r e ac t ion . 
Those who canno t a t t e n d should send a ve rba l or wr i t t en 
message to t he Secre ta ry if t h e y h a v e a n y t h i n g t o repor t 
or a n y suggest ions t o m a k e . 

A R T H U R H . W E L L E R , S e c r e t a r y . 

NORTHERN LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 
8, N o r t h P a r a d e , W h i t l e y B a y , R .S .O. , N o r t h u m b e r l a n d . 

D I N N E R T O M R . W M . R E T D . 

On J a n u a r y 24 th a few f r i ends ga the red a t t h e Libera l 
Club, Newcas t le , t o en t e r t a in Mr. Wi l l iam R e i d pr ior to his 
d e p a r t u r e fo r Leeds t o which c i ty t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s of t h e 
N o r t h e r n League h a v e been t r ans fe r r ed . Mr. R i c h a r d 
B r o w n pres ided , a n d those presen t inc luded Mr. J a m e s 
Vei tch , Mr. C. E. Schroeder , Mr. J a m e s Corrie, Mr. F r a n k 
C. T h o m b o r o u g h , Mr. H . D. Glover , and Mr. H . V. H a s l a m . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y Mr. A. W. Dueke r s was unab le t o be p resen t . 

T h e Cha i rman s t a t e d t h a t p e r h a p s he, more t h a n a n y o n e 
else, was responsible for b r ing ing Mr. Reid t o Newcas t le . 
W h e n t h e work for t h e Single T a x m o v e m e n t in t h e t w o 
n o r t h e r n m o s t count ies had become more t h a n leisure 
t i m e could bear he had asked t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e t o 
send someone t o Newcas t le , a n d s t ipu la ted t h a t whoever 
was sen t should b e a Sco t sman . The i r gues t of t h a t 
evening was t h a t Sco t sman , who h a d been w i t h t h e m 
far too brief a per iod before be ing t r a n s l a t e d t o a sphere 
of g r ea t e r ac t iv i ty . Mr. Re id h a d endeared himself t o 
all lovers of t h e cause , and , he was glad t o say , t o m a n y 
of i t s opponen t s . 

Mr. J a m e s P . Wi lk ie proposed t h e toas t of " Our G u e s t . " 
H e said t h a t t l i ree c o m m o n feelings a n i m a t e d all on t h a t 
occasion : firstly, t h e expression of p r o f o u n d regret t h a t 
Mr. Re id was leaving the d i s t r i c t ; secondly, t h e t e s t i m o n y 
of the i r apprec ia t ion of his h igh cha rac t e r a n d abi l i ty , 
a n d th i rd ly , the i r des i re t o wish h im well in his new sphere 
of a c t i v i t y . D u r i n g Mr. R e i d ' s f a r too sho r t so journ in 
th i s d i s t r i c t his life h a d been ful l of ac t iv i ty fo r t h e g r ea t 
cause. Mr. Re id was a lways r e a d y a n d willing t o give of 
his bes t , a n d in t h e course of a compara t ive ly brief per iod 
he h a d won his w a y in to t h e af fec t ions of hos t s of f r iends . 
H i s t h o r o u g h g rasp of publ ic affai rs , his wide knowledge , 
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sound ph i losophy a n d r eady wit have all con t r ibu ted t o 
m a k e h i m one of t he m o s t popu la r progressive exposi tors 
in t h e N o r t h . T h e y would all miss his cheery b u t unmis-
t a k a b l e Scotch face, a n d his cheery b u t still less m i s t akab l e 
Scotch tongue . T h e y hoped t h a t in t he c o u n t y of t h e 
broad acres Mr. Reid would have hea l th a n d success, but 
wherever he was t h e y hoped Mr. Reid would a lways h a v e 
a w a r m place in his h e a r t for his f r iends on Tyneside . 

Mr. R e i d replied, t h a n k i n g those present for the i r good 
wishes. 

Mr. H . V. H a s l a i n — a n opponent of t he T a x a t i o n of 
Land Values—said he h a d found a good f r iend in Mr. Reid. 
A l though t h e y differed a t p resen t on the ques t ion of Land 
Values T a x a t i o n he hoped Mr. Reid would one d a y realise 
t h e e r rors of his ways and come over to his ( tbe speaker ' s ) 
c amp . 

O the r m e m b e r s of t h e c o m p a n y joined in t h e chorus 
of pra i se and good wishes t o Mr. Reid. 

R I C H A R D B R O W N , H o n . S e c r e t a r y . 

YORKSHIRE LEAGUE, 

Wes t B a r Chambers , 38, Boar Lane, Leeds. 

Some very good work has been accomplished du r ing the 
last m o n t h , a n d the resolut ions passed by the Town Council 
of Glasgow h a v e to a large e x t e n t m a d e this possible. 
Copies of leaflets a n d p a m p h l e t s h a v e been sen t to members 
of u r b a n , town a n d coun ty councils as well as to member s 
of boa rds of guard ians . The pr incipal r a t i ng bodies in 
Cumber land , N o r t h u m b e r l a n d , D u r h a m , Wes tmor l and and 
Yorkshire h a v e had th is l i te ra ture sent to t h e m together 
wi th an offer of our Pres ident to discuss t he m a t t e r with 
them. 

All our leading men in the var ious dis t r ic ts h a v e been 
very ac t ive . 

Our Pres iden t , Councillor C. H . Smi thson , a p a r t f rom 
much work in connect ion with the m o v e m e n t , has conducted 
a Poli t ical E c o n o m y Class at Keighley with especial good 
results. T h e class has tu rned u p s t rong every night , 
showing t h e keenest in teres t and en thus iasm in t he unfolding 
of t h e founda t ion principles upon which our movemen t 
rests. Mr. Smithson has been warmly congra tu la ted by 
all concerned for his lucid examina t ion . As an instance, 
a s t u d e n t a t t he close of t he meet ing on the 6th March said : 
" T h e lec ture t h a t n ight was one of the clearest s t a t e m e n t s , " 
and all p resen t were ve ry compl imen ta ry a f t e r t he lecturer 
had lef t for bis t r a in home . 

Mr. R . W . J e n k i n s has been p u t t i n g in t be same kind of 
work a t R o t h e r h a m to some purpose . 

A t t h e qua r t e r ly mee t ing of t h e R o t h e r h a m Commercials 
a t t h e Crown Hote l , R o t h e r h a m , on 2nd March, Mr. J e n k i n s 
read an in te res t ing a n d ins t ruc t ive paper on " Nat iona l 
Economies " to a highly apprec ia t ive audience . 

Mr. E . A. Lassen of Bradfo rd , a compara t ive ly new man 
in t he m o v e m e n t , cont inues in an encouraging way the 
good work in his d is t r ic t . 

Mr. J o h n Archer as usual is working d a y and night at 
Huddersf ie ld , a n d , along similar lines, Sir. F red Dickinson 
and Mr. Haro ld Town a re act ive a t Keighley. 

I n m a n y other smaller towns a n d villages t h e work of 
educat ion is cont inual ly going on. At Penis tone and 
Osset t we have able campaigners in Messrs. Clark, Fred 
Adams, J o h n Mars ton , a n d t be b ro thers Mitchell. They 
do keep the p r o p a g a n d a well to t h e f ron t , and when there 
are no oppor tun i t i e s a b o u t they set to work and m a k e a 
few, b y provoking inqui ry . 

Mr. C. W . Sorensen of York appears somet imes to be 
outs ide our purview, b u t he s t r ives incessant ly to pu t our 
case before t he people of t h a t town and distr ict . H e has 
bad an uphil l t ask for a n u m b e r of years , b u t a t last his 
efforts a re being recognised, and qui te a number of new 
fr iends, s t rong in t b e f a i th , have arr ived, while o thers a re 
in t h e course of making . 

Political E c o n o m y Classes have been held every week 
a t Leeds, Huddersf ie ld a n d Sheffield, conduc ted by Mr. 
Reid, who is mak ing qui te a name for himself as a s tuden t 
and able t eacher of t he " dismal " science. In Mr. Re id ' s 
hands it is a n y t h i n g b u t dismal . A pleasing f ea tu r e of t he 
class at Leeds is a lively correspondence th is m o n t h in one 
of t he evening papers conducted largely b y young adhe ren t s 
of our cause who are ge t t ing to know f rom " Professor " 
Reid t he economics of social problems, and the living. 

moving phi losophy tha t arises f rom a clear percept ion of 
f u n d a m e n t a l principles. 

T h e Secre tary has addressed several meetings, including 
Manchester , Keighley and Sheffield. 

Dur ing the past five weeks mee t ings have been held 
at Manches ter ( two m e e t i n g s : F. Sk i r row) ; Thur ls tone 
(W. Reid) ; Pockl ington (F. Sk i r row) ; Keighley ( two 
m e e t i n g s : F. Ski r row) ; Windhil l (10. A. Lassen and F. 
Ski r row) ; Penistone (W. Re id) ; Bradfo rd (E. A. Lassen) ; 
Kartown ( John Archer ) ; Rotber l in in (F. Skir row); Rochdale 
( John A r c h e r ) ; Leeds D e b a t e (W. Re id ) ; York D e b a t e (W. 
Reid); Hull (J . C. Wedgwood, M.P. and I'. W. Raffan , M.P.) 

F. SKIRROW, Secre tary . 

CARLISLE. 

On 8th, Uth a n d l l t l i March, Mr. H a r r y de Pass , of t he 
United Commit tee , addressed mee t ings on tho T a x a t i o n of 
Land Values, unde r t h e auspices of t h e Carlisle League of 
Young Liberals. On t h e 8tli he addressed a large public 
mee t ing held in the Liberal Club, L o w t h e r St ree t , on " Land 
Monopoly and Labour Unres t , " a t which Mr. Charles E . 
Crompton occupied the chair . He spoke to large meet ings 
in t h e open air at t h e Cross in t he Marke t P lace on t h e 9tli, 
and on t h e 11t h a t Long town . 

A t each meet ing Mr. d e Pass had an excellent and 
apprec ia t ive audience and he took t h e full measure of his 
oppor tuni t ies to p u t t h e case for L a n d Values Taxa t ion as a 
r emedy for a n d preven t ive of industr ial un res t . " As 
evidence of t h e interest he aroused a large n u m b e r of 
quest ions were p u t t o h im a t t h e close of his speeches 
and he was able in each case to sa t i s fy his quest ioners 
and m a k e his a r g u m e n t s clear. 

Mr. Crompton , who presided a t t h e Liberal club meet ing, 
has accomplished m u c h good spade work for t h e cause in 
t h e dis t r ic t , and has been successful in raising considerable 
public interest and opinion in f avour of our policy. Much 
of t h e success of these th ree mee t ings was due to his 
pre l iminary work and a r r angemen t s . 

On March 19th, Mr. Crompton and Councillor A. Creighton 
addressed a large open-air mee t ing at St. Nicholas, on 
" Land R e f o r m and the Righ t s of L a b o u r . " Great 
interest was displayed and a lively, but informing 
discussion took place a t t h e close of t h e speeches. Other 
meet ings on the land quest ion will be held b y t h e Young 
Liberals ' League shor t ly . 

Mr. R . L. O u t h w a i t e will addres s a series of mee t ings 
th i s m o n t h on behalf of t h e U n i t e d Commi t t ee . 

AYLESBURY. 

At a meet ing of t he Aylesbury U r b a n Distr ict Council 
on March 11th, Councillor Ruper l E a s t moved t h a t p a r t 
of t he report of t he Sewage C o m m i t t e e re la t ing t o the 
purchase of land for a new sewage disposal g round , be 
referred back, and t h a t t h e Council ins t ruc t t h e Commi t t ee 
to offer t h e owners of t he land a pr ice based on the Govern-
men t va lua t ion under t h e F inance Act plus t en p e r c e n t , 
for compulsory purchase . T h e ob jec t of this, Mr. Eas t 
said, was to find out if t h e owners were demand ing more 
t h a n a fair value. Dur ing t h e d e b a t e which followed 
it was s ta ted t h a t t h e pr ice d e m a n d e d was exorb i t an t . 
T h e Council unan imous ly agreed to Mr. Eas t ' s mot ion , 
and t h e Clerk was ins t ruc ted t o c o m m u n i c a t e t he Council 's 
offer t o t h e landowners . 

THE LORD ADVOCATE AT EAST GRINSTEAD. 

Speaking a t Whi teha l l , Eas t Gr ins tead , Sur rey , on 
F r iday , March the 1st, t he R igh t Hon . Alexander Ure, 
K.C. , M.P. (Lord Advoca te for Scot land) , deal ing with 
t h e land quest ion said, according to t h e SUSSEX AND SURREY 
C O U R I E R o f M a r c h 9 t h : — 

H e would ask permission to " soar to less ambi t ious 
heights " a n d speak on t h e quest ion of land. (Applause.) 
H e urged a sys t em of ra t ing and t axa t i on in this coun t ry 
whereby the burden would be more equally divided. 
As an i l lus t ra t ion of wha t he m e a n t he ins tanced a m a n who 
had small business premises which were his own. Another 
m a n had a lot of va luable was te ground in t he centre 
of an indus t r ia l ne ighbourhood. T h e first had to p a y ra tes 
and the l a t t e r did not . If t he au thor i t ies saw a m a n had a 
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piece of g round which he h a d no t bui l t on t h e y would advise 
h i m to erect a g r a n d a n d expens ive house on i t , and t hen 
t h e y would m a k e h i m pay h e a v y ra tes . If t h e y did no t 
s t a r t bui ld ing t h e y would pay no r a t e s a t all. T h e exis t ing 
law as i t s tood t e n d e d to keep a m a n f r o m m a k i n g the bes t 
possible use of his l and . (Hea r , hear . ) Could t hey no t 
find a b e t t e r sys tem t h a n t h a t ? W a s i t possible ? Could 
t h e y f ind a worse s y s t e m ? (Laughte r . ) H e d o u b t e d i t . 
To m a k e land p a y t h e y had to bui ld on it . M a n y business 
men h a d to keep u p appea rances a n d h a v e expensive 
offices if t h e y were to m a k e progress. T h e y were heavi ly 
r a t ed in to t he ba rga in . If t h e y h a d t r ied t h e bes t m e a n s 
of r a t ing t hen t h e y m u s t a d m i t t h a t t h a t sys t em was a 
miserable fai lure. (Applause.) H e would suggest t h a t 
thoy app roach the m a t t e r in an a l toge the r d i f fe ren t direct ion 
a n d t r y a n o t h e r principle . L e t t h e m ask w h a t a d v a n t a g e 
a m a n ' s land der ived f rom t h e c o m m u n i t y ; w h a t benef i t 
does ho ge t f rom t h e c o m m u n i t y ? W h y should land be 
d i f fe ren t to a n y o t h e r c o m m o d i t y ? Because i t was 
d i f fe ren t to a n y o the r commod i ty . M a n y people who 
possessed va luab le l and were c o n t e n t t o let i t r emain to a d d 
still more to i ts va lue . T h e y did n o t h a v e to p a y taxes for 
i t in tho m e a n t i m e . T h e y could af ford t o wa i t for prices 
which would come f r o m no th ing t h e y had spen t on t h e 
land. Dur ing t h a t t ime the va lue of t he land was growing 
a n d growing. Ho ( the speaker) could pul l down his house 
111 E d i n b u r g h and erect on i t a hen coop a n d r a t e it a t £5 
a year . H e would be t a x e d u p o n t h e valuo of t h a t lien 
coop. T h a t was a s t r ange condi t ion of th ings . (Hear , 
hear . ) T h e y could n o t r a te t h e va lue of t h e land unless 
t h e y knew t h e va lue of t h a t l and . (Hear , hear . ) I t was 
n o t so difficult as the i r o p p o n e n t s said, ne i the r was i t as 
easy as t hey themselves said. W o r k m u s t be done ; work 
was being done ; a n d work would be done in t he n e x t 
two or t h r ee years which would lay t he founda t ion of 
t a x a t i o n which would d i s t r i bu te t h e t axes in p ropor t ion 
to w h a t t he owner has der ived f r o m t h e c o m m u n i t y all 
r ound . 

BELFAST. 
24, W i l l o w b a n k S t r ee t , A n t r i m Road . 

Our a n n u a l m e e t i n g took p lace on t h e 13th March , 
w h e n i t was dec ided a m o n g s t o the r t h ings t o a p p r o a c h 
t h e va r ious l ibrar ies in t he c i ty w i t h a view to ge t t i ng 
L A N D V A L U E S p l a c e d i n t h e r e a d i n g - r o o m . T h e S e c r e t a r y 
was also i n s t ruc t ed t o a r r ange to get LAND VALUES sen t 
t o t h e va r ious work ing m e n ' s c lubs a n d societies. 

I t was f u r t h e r dec ided to a d v e r t i s e t h e League a n d i ts 
l i t e r a t u r e i n t h e U L S T E R G U A R D I A N , t h e w e e k l y L i b e r a l 
p a p e r . A. WILSON, H o n . Secre tary . 

SCOTTISH NOTES AND NEWS. 

T H E P O L I T I C A L E C O N O M Y CLASSES. 
Q U E S T I O N S I N T H E P R I Z E C O M P E T I T I O N . 

T h e prize compe t i t ion class which m e e t s every F r i d a y 
evening has been except ional ly well a t t e n d e d ' a n d has 
b r o u g h t t oge the r a b a n d of v e r y earnest s tuden t s . Mr. M. 
Wilson P a u l is de l ighted w i t h t h e n u m b e r of ques t ions 
which a r e asked b y t h e s tuden t s . Besides t h e s t uden t s w h o 
a t t e n d the class t he r e a re several read ing classes in va r ious 
places where y o u n g m e n are p r epa r ing t o engage in t h e 
examina t ion , in all t h e r e aro 58 t a k i n g p a r t in t h e contes t . 

T h e Secre ta ry of t h e League has sent t o each s t u d e n t 
a l e t t e r inv i t ing pa r t i c ipa t ion in t h e examina t ion a n d 
enclosing a set of ques t ions which h a v e t o be answered 
a n d r e tu rned t o t h e League offices b y S a t u r d a y , 11th 
May. I n add i t ion t o answer ing tlio ques t ions each com-
pe t i t o r has t o wr i te an essay on " T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values in re la t ion t o U n e m p l o y m e n t , " Since t h e examiners 
a re n o t t o know t h e iden t i t y of t h e compe t i to r s , n a m e s 
m u s t n o t be a t t a c h e d t o t h e essays a n d replies, bu t w r i t t e n 
on a s e p a r a t e slip of p a p e r and enclosed in t h e s ame wrappe r . 

T h e examiners a re Mr. Wil l iam Cassels and Mr. M. 
Wilson Pau l , M.A. T h e y r e c o m m e n d compe t i t o r s t o a im 
at b r e v i t y and accuracy . T h e following a re t h e ques t ions 
t o be answered :— 

(1) Since m a n y m o n t h s ' app l ica t ion of l abour is necessarv 
t o t h e bu i ld ing of a " L u s i t a n i a , " is i t n o t correc t 
t o s t a t e t h a t t h e workers engaged in t h e cons t ruc t ion 

a re m a i n t a i n e d and paid ou t of capi ta l ? Give reason 
for you r answer . 

(2) T h e L a w of R e n t t ends to equalise wages. Discuss. 
(3) " E v e r y p e r m a n e n t i m p r o v e m e n t of t h e soil, every 

ra i lway and road , every be t t e r ing of t h e general 
condi t ion of society, every faci l i ty g iven for pro-
duc t ion , every s t imulus appl ied t o consumpt ion , 
raises r e n t . " (Thorold Rogers) . Discuss ful ly. 

(4) T h e land of E n g l a n d has been m a d e a n d re -made , 
the re fo re t h e presen t owners m u s t n o t be dis-
possessed unless a d e q u a t e compensa t ion be paid . 
Discuss. 

(5) Discuss g r a d u a t e d Income T a x as a m e a n s of rais ing 
public revenue . 

(6) Single Taxe r s con tend t h a t a t a x u p o n land va lues 
c a n n o t be t r ans fe r red b y t h e landholder t o t h e user 
of land. I s the i r posit ion t enab le ? Give reasons. 

(7) T h e Single T a x is immoral in so far as i t places all 
t a x a t i o n upon , and a ims a t t h e ex t inc t ion of, one 
par t i cu la r f o rm of p roper ty . Discuss th is s t a t e m e n t 
economical ly a n d moral ly . 

NOTE.—The t i t le of t h e essay is : " T h e T a x a t i o n of 
Land Values in re la t ion t o U n e m p l o y m e n t . " T h e examine r s 
reques t t h a t essayists be as concise as possible. 

T h e coal s t r ike is engaging t h e a t t en t i on of everyone 
and a t t h e close of t h e f o u r t h week finds t h e indus t r ies 
of Scot land disorganised and a lmos t para lysed . T h e 
i rony of t h e s i tua t ion is t h a t none of t h e i m m e d i a t e par t i es 
in th i s fu t i l e s t ruggle have t u rned the i r a t t e n t i o n to t h e 
root cause of t he whole t rouble . Ne i ther t h e miners ' 
leaders nor t h e coal mas te rs , nor for t h a t m a t t e r t h e Govern-
m e n t h a v e for a m o m e n t glanced a t t h e land monopol is t 
who sits ca lmly wai t ing unt i l t h e s t ruggle t e r m i n a t e s 
ei ther b y sheer exhaus t ion or b y t h e still more fu t i l e m e t h o d 
of a legislative m i n i m u m wage, t o recommence d rawing his 
royal t ies , wayleaves a n d dead ren t s . 

I n view of t h e s t r ike t h e Organis ing Commi t t ee m e t 
and a r r anged for a series of open-air meet ings in t h e min ing 
dis t r ic ts a n d meet ings were held a t Airdrie, Coatbr idge , 
Cambus lang , B lan ty re , Bail l ieston, Udd ings ton , Bellsliill, 
Ru the rg len , Kirk in t i l loch and o the r dis t r ic ts . T h e mee t -
ings were well a t t ended , and in several places t h e a t t e n d a n c e 
was over 1,000. T h e speakers were Messsrs. A d a m Muir , 
R o b e r t Muir , McLaren , H e n r y , Macdonald , Li t t le , J . 
Cameron, Bell, and Fai r ley . 

T h e campa ign a m o n g t h e Un i t ed I r i sh League Branches 
is going on a n d mee t ings h a v e been addressed b y Messrs. 
A d a m Muir , Macdonald , M. Wilson Pau l , a n d G r a h a m 
Cassels. 

T h e s t r ike has been the cause of a lively newspape r 
correspondence and some s t r ik ing examples of w h a t land 
monopol is t s exact as royalt ies. H e r e is one which appeared 
i n t h e G L A S G O W H E R A L D o v e r t h e s i g n a t u r e o f " J o h n 
Hogg " :— 

W e m y s s Coal T r u s t and Coal Companies (L imi ted) .— 
" T h e t r u s t was fo rmed in 1897 w i t h a capi tal of £500,000, 
equal ly d iv ided into Ord ina ry and 5£ per cent . P re fe rence 
shares. T h e Ord ina ry shareholders have go t 165 pe r 
cent , in d iv idends f r o m 1898 t o 1907, while t h e P re fe rence 
shareholders have got 70 per cent . 

11 years ' Ord ina ry d iv idend . . . . £390,000 
14 years ' P re fe rence dividend a t 5 per 

cent 175,000 
Reserve f u n d (1908) 3,924 
Carried fo rward . . . . . . . . 655 

14 years ' royal t ies (£43,260 per a n n u m ) 
£569,579 

605,640 

£1,175,219 
This s t a t e m e n t shows t h a t in 14 years t h e l andowner 

has t a k e n £36,061 m o r e t h a n t h e capi ta l is t , E v e n t h e 
Socialist m u s t a d m i t t h a t t h e capi ta l is t supplies his capi ta l . 

I s t he r e a n y just i f icat ion however for t he h u g e r e tu rn s 
which accrue t o t h e landowner , who g ran t s b u t his b a r e 
permission. 
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T h e s p e c i a l c o r r e s p o n d e n t of t h e GLASGOW HERALD, 
who m a d e a t o u r of some of t h e towns and villages of 
Lanarksh i re , says :— 

" I n discussing t h e s i tua t ion wi th t he more intell igent 
men in t h e r a n k s of t h e s t r ikers one canno t help noticing 
t h e vigour wi th which t h e y condemn t h e principle of 
pay ing high min ing royal t ies t o landowners. T h e y recog-
nise t h a t t h e coal m a s t e r m u s t h a v e a reasonable profi t in 
working t h e mines, b u t t h e y s t rongly advoca te someth ing 
being done t o reduce t h e b u r d e n imposed on t h e indus t ry 
b y t h e p a y m e n t of royal t ies . " 

W h e n will these intel l igent miners tack le t h e work 
of t each ing the i r leaders t h e impor t ance of t h e Taxa t ion 
of L a n d Values as a m e a n s of raising wages ? 

R O U K E N G L E N A N D L A N D V A L U E S . 
T h e GLASGOW HERALD of 15th March gives two announce-

m e n t s which are in direct re la t ionship, and t o which it seems 
w o r t h whi le t o call a t t en t ion . Tho HERALD gives a general 
indica t ion of t h e purposes of t h e Land Values (Scotland) 
Bill i n t roduced b y Mr. D u n d a s Whi t e , and in t ended (1) to 
exped i te t h e land va lua t ion of Scot land now in process 
and t o p u t in proper fo rm and render it as quickly as possible 
avai lable for t h e purposes of local r a t ing ; and (2) t o m a k e 
such va lua t ion t h e basis of price t o be paid for land for public 
purposes . I n ano the r co lumn t h e HERALD repor t s t h a t t h e 
Glasgow Corpora t ion h a v e bough t 73J acres of ground 
f r o m Sir J o h n Stirl ing Maxwell s i tua ted close t o R o u k e n 
Glen a t £160 per acre, equal t o a to ta l sum of £11,760. 
T h e " a n n u a l va lue " of th i s g round for purposes of p resen t 
r a t ing is n o t likely t o exceed £2 10s. per acre, equal at 
25 years ' pu rchase t o a t o t a l s u m of £4,575. U n d e r t h e 
new condi t ions con templa t ed b y Dr . D u n d a s W rhite's 
Bill we should h a v e e i ther a decidedly higher va lua t ion for 
purposes of r a t ing or a decidedly lower price for t h e purpose 
of purchase . T h e p robab i l i ty is t h a t we should h a v e b o t h 
things. W e should r a t e on a higher value t h a n £4,575, 
and we should purchase if t he necessi ty arose, a t a lower 
price t h a n £11,760. 

W e h a v e here t h e la tes t reminder t h a t t h e es t imates 
of land va lues based on present figures of " annua l va lue " 
a re t o t a l l y misleading, a n d fail t o br ing ou t t h a t m u c h 
higher va lue which o f t en emerges—in t h e case of s u b u r b a n 
land unfai l ingly emerges and usual ly in m u c h greater 
degree t h a n we find in t h e p resen t i l lus t ra t ion—when 
purchase is proposed. 

MUNICIPAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE RATING 
OF LAND VALUES. 

GLASGOW TOWN COUNCIL. 
T E R M S O F T H E P E T I T I O N TO P A R L I A M E N T . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e MUNICIPAL JOURNAL of 9 t h M a r c h , t h e 
following a re t h e t e r m s of t h e Glasgow pet i t ion t o t he 
G o v e r n m e n t in f a v o u r of t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values for 
local pu rposes :— 

T h a t you r pe t i t ioners are t he S t a t u t o r y Assessing 
A u t h o r i t y for munic ipa l purposes in t he City and Roya l 
Burgh of Glasgow. 

T h a t y o u r pe t i t ioners have since 1896 cons is ten t ly 
a p p r o v e d of t he principle of t he T a x a t i o n of Land Values ' for 
local purposes , a n d suppor t ed the Bills for a t t a i n i n g th is 
ob jec t a s regards E n g l a n d which were read a second t ime 
in your H o n o u r a b l e H o u s e in t he Sessions of 1904 a n d 1905. 

T h a t y o u r H o n o u r a b l e H o u s e in t h e Sessions of 1905 and 
1906 read a second t ime Bills for t he T a x a t i o n of Land Values 
for local pu rposes in Scot land , a n d on April 24th , 1906, 
r emi t t ed t h e Bill of t h a t Session to a Select Commi t t ee , 
which, a f t e r hea r ing evidence, m a d e the following recom-
menda t ions , viz. :— 

(1) T h a t the Bill re fer red to t h e Commi t t ee be n o t 
f u r t h e r proceeded with ; and 

(2) T h a t a measu re b e in t roduced m a k i n g provis ion 
for a va lua t ion being m a d e of land in t h e b u r g h s a n d 
count ies of Scot land a p a r t f r o m the bui ldings and 
i m p r o v e m e n t s upon i t , and t h a t no assessment be 
de t e rmined upon unt i l t h e a m o u n t of t h a t va lua t ion is 
known a n d considered. 

T h a t unde r t he F i n a n c e (1909-1910) Act 1910, provision 
has now been m a d o for a va lua t ion of all land in tho Uni ted 
K ingdom, and for t he imposi t ion in te r alia of an Imper ia l 
t a x called " I n c r e m e n t va lue d u t y " in rospect of any 
enhanced va lue of such land , as p rov ided for in t he said Act. 

T h a t your pe t i t ioners h a v e h a d s u b m i t t e d to them 
in fo rmat ion showing t h a t a va lua t i on of land a p a r t f rom 
bui ld ings has been a d o p t e d on the Con t inen t , in t h c Colonies, 
and in o the r countr ies , and t h a t t a x a t i o n has been imposed 
thereon for local purposes . 

T h a t on J a n u a r y 25th, 1912, y o u r pe t i t ioners passed t h e 
following resolut ion, viz. :— 

" T h a t , h a v i n g regard t o tho f ac t s (1) t h a t t he pr inciple 
of t he T a x a t i o n of Land Values has beon consis tent ly sup-
po r t ed b y t h e corpora t ion wi th t hc view of securing to t he 
c i ty a n d the r a t e p a y e r s t h e benef i t s of such t a x a t i o n , and 
(2) t h a t tho G o v e r n m e n t aro a t p resen t collecting, o r are 
in con templa t ion of collecting, i n fo rmat ion and all re la t ive 
d a t a as t o t he t r u e va lua t ion of all l ands s i tua ted in u r b a n 
a n d s u b u r b a n dis t r ic ts t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y for tho 
purpose of such t a x a t i o n , tho corpora t ion , following out 
the i r recognised policy in regard t o th is m a t t e r , resolve to 
pe t i t ion P a r l i a m e n t to t hc effect t h a t powers be g r an t ed 
to all local r a t i ng au thor i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t t he c o u n t r y -
c o u n t y , u r b a n , a n d town counci l s—to impose and levy on 
t h e new va lua t i on a t a x on tho va lue of land for local 
purposes , d i s t inc t and s e p a r a t e f r o m t h e inc remen t d u t y 
t o be imposed and levied unde r t h e provisions of tho 
F i n a n c e (1909-1910) Act 1910." 

Y o u r pe t i t ioners the re fo re h u m b l y p r a y t h a t the re m a y 
be in t roduced in to your H o n o u r a b l e House b y the Govern-
m e n t , a n d passed in to law, a Bill empower ing local r a t i n g 
au thor i t i e s t o impose a n d levy a t a x for local pu rposes on 
t h e va lua t ion of land in t h e Un i t ed K i n g d o m as ascer ta ined 
u n d e r t h e F i n a n c e (1909-1910) Ac t 1910, a n d wi th such 
clauses a n d provisions there in inser ted as to you r H o n o u r -
able H o u s e m a y seem mee t . 

And you r pe t i t ioners as in d u t y b o u n d will ever p r a y , e tc . 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND T H E GLASGOW PETITION 
TO PARLIAMENT. 

As fa r a s we h a v e been able t o ascer ta in t h u s early, 
some 25 local r a t ing au thor i t i e s h a v e decided to suppor t 
t h e Glasgow Town Council in pe t i t ion ing P a r l i a m e n t for 
powers t o r a t e land values, while o thers still h a v e t h e 
m a t t e r unde r discussion, and the m a t t e r has still t o come 
u p on m a n y local ra t ing bodies. 

T h e following is a list of au thor i t i e s who have decided to 
support- Glasgow Town Council in pe t i t ion ing P a r l i a m e n t 
for powers to r a t e land va lues :— 

N o r t h Bier ley Gua rd i ans , A r b r o a t h Par i sh Council , 
E d i n b u r g h Pa r i sh Council, Bothwel l Par i sh Council, 
Glasgow Par i sh Council, R a m s b o t t o m Dis t r ic t Council, 
Ha l i fax T o w n Council, Has t i ngs Guard ians , Cannock 
(Staffs) Guard ians , Cannock Dis t r i c t Council, Wolver-
l i ampton Town Council, O l d h a m Guard ians , O ldham Town 
Council, E a s t H a m Town Council, Yeovil Town Council, 
Bristol Guard ians , Hinck ley U r b a n Distr ic t Council, 
R h o n d d a U r b a n Dis t r ic t Council, R o t h e r h a m Borough 
Council, Gi l l ingham Town Council, R e d r u t h Dis t r ic t Coun-
cil, G t . H a r w o o d U r b a n Dis t r i c t Counci l , B e r m o n d s e y Board 
of Gua rd i ans , Huddors f ie ld C o u n t y Borough Council, and 
T o t t e n h a m U r b a n Dis t r ic t Council. 

Below we give r epo r t s f rom t h e Ha l i f ax Town Council, 
a n d t h e S taf fordshi re Coun ty Council. 

H A L I F A X T O W N COUNCIL . 
At a mee t ing of the, T o w n Council held on 6 th March, 

Councillor C. H . Smi thson moved t h a t t h e Council again 
aff irm its approva l of t h e principle of r a t ing land values, 
and in con junc t ion wi th Glasgow and o ther local author i t ies , 
decide t o pe t i t ion P a r l i a m e n t t o g r an t powers t o all local 
r a t ing au thor i t i es to a d o p t t h e pr inciple of r a t ing land 
values for local purposes . H e con tended t h a t all land 
should be assessed for local r a tes according to t h e a d v a n t a g e 
i t ob ta ined b y t h e expend i tu re of publ ic money a n d by 
t h e presence of t h e c o m m u n i t y . T h e principle of t h e 
present sys t em of r a t ing was t h a t all land used was r a t ed , 
a n d t h e m o r e and the b e t t e r it was used t h e more i t was 
r a t ed ; t h e less it was used t h e less it was r a t ed . If an 
owner refused to let his land be used, he pa id no con t r ibu t ion 
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to t h e local a u t h o r i t y for t h e benef i t s t h a t p r o p e r t y received 
t rom t h e ra tes . T h a t was an a n o m a l y wliich m e m b e r s 
of all pa r t i es were p r e p a r e d to r emedy . T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values would br ing in ox t ra r e v e n u e which coidd be used 
to s t r ike a general ly lower r a t e or t o es tabl ish a di f ferent ia l 
l a t e be tween t h e va lue of land a n d t h e va lue of buildings. 

Proceeding , Mr. Smi thson said t h e effect of th is re fo rm 
would bo t h a t m u c h more land would be t a k e n u p b y 
builders. I t would also mate r i a l ly assist in schemes 
of t own planning , because owners would be m u c h more 
willing to co-opera te wi th t h e publ ic a u t h o r i t y in deal ing 
with undeve loped land. An a l t e r n a t i v e was t h e appl icat ion 
of tho r e c o m m e n d a t i o n m a d e by a P a r l i a m e n t a r y Com-
mi t t ee in 1906, a f t e r t ak ing evidence f rom all over t h e 
c o u n t r y as t o t h e effect of t h e r a t i n g of l and values. Th i s 
was t h a t a now basis of assessment of p r o p e r t y should be 
es tabl ished for local purposes , which should exclude 
f r o m assessment a n y va lue wh ich could be d i rec t ly t raced 
lo w h a t t he ind iv idua l had d o n e t o improve liis p rope r ty , 
a n d t h e whole r a t e should be levied upon land va lue alone. 
That proposi t ion he s t rongly s u p p o r t e d , because he believed 

it would lead to a m u c h more equ i t ab le d i s t r ibu t ion of t h e 
bu rden of r a tes b e t w e e n t h e p rope r ty owners of t h e town . 
Wherever t he pr inc ip le had been appl ied it h a d m e t w i t h t h e 
g rea tes t success. H e hoped Ha l i f ax would be one of t h e 
first au thor i t i e s to a d o p t these powers a n d t he r eby get 
a lead over o the r au thor i t i e s t ha t would m a k e it difficult 
tor t h e m to be ove r t aken . I n conclusion, he suggested t h a t 
t he Council should h a v e a special evening t o discuss t h i s 
ques t ion in detai l . 

A l d e r m a n Smi th seconded the mot ion , bu t said t h a t t h e 
I ime would come w h e n t h e ques t ion of local r a t ing would 
be se t t led by a munic ipa l income t a x . A l d e r m a n Thompson 
suppor t ed , as also d id Councillor Tay lo r , who said : " 1 rise 
to suppor t t h e Reso lu t ion because it is one of those resolu-
t ions which you c a n n o t rise t o oppose. H e had never 
heard of a land t a x t h a t was w o r t h half t h e t i m e t h a t was 
spent in t h e ag i ta t ion for i t . I t was n o t h i n g more or less 
t ban a ' red-her r ing , ' b u t he s u p p o r t e d it as a ' red-her r ing ' 
— a ' red-herring." " 

S T A F F O R D S H I R E C O U N T Y C O U N C I L . 
At a fu l ly a t t e n d e d mee t ing of t h e Staffs C o u n t y Council, 

t he Clerk s u b m i t t e d t h e Glasgow T o w n Council 's Resolu t ion . 
It was moved and seconded t h a t t h e Reso lu t ion be referred 
to t h e F i n a n c e Commi t t ee for cons idera t ion and repor t . 

Mr. Jo s i ah C. Wedgwood, M.P. , moved t h a t t h e resolut ion 
be n o t s u b m i t t e d t o t h e F i n a n c e Commi t t ee b u t be decided 
by t h e Council at t h a t meet ing . Proceeding, he said t h a t 
his object in s u b m i t t i n g liis resolut ion as a subjec t of great 
i m p o r t a n c e to be discussed b y t h e Council as a whole, 
was in order t h a t t h e F i n a n c e Commi t t ee m i g h t h a v e some 
indica t ion as to t h e reasons which ins t iga ted t h e Glasgow 
City Council to pass those resolut ions a n d send t h e m 
round . T h e (Ilasgow Corpora t ion had consis tent ly , a s 
t hey said, suppor t ed t h e r a t i ng of land values , bu t lie did 
not t h i n k t h a t t he ques t ion h a d been before t h a t Council 
bef ore. T h e G o v e r n m e n t , i t would be observed, were not 
being asked t o compel local au thor i t i e s t o do a n y t h i n g ; 
t hey were merely be ing asked t o give local au thor i t i es t h e 
power to r a t e land va lues as well a s t o r a t e t h e combined 
h e r e d i t a m e n t s of l and and bui ldings together . This 
ques t ion of al lowing local au thor i t i e s to r a t e land values 
c a m e before t h e Royal Commission, a p p o i n t e d by a Con-
se rva t ive G o v e r n m e n t , in 1898, and which repor ted in 1901. 
T h a t Commission s u b m i t t e d several repor ts , but t h e mos t 
i m p o r t a n t was one signed b y Lord Ba l four of Burle igh, 
Sir J a m e s Bal four (now Lord Blair Balfour) , Sir George 
Murray , head of t h e Treasu ry , and Sir E d w a r d Hami l ton , 
also a g rea t T r e a s u r y official. In the i r r epo r t t hey m a d e 
this r ecommenda t ion , which he would t a k e t h e l iberty of 
r ead ing t o t h e Council. T h e y said : 

Unless t h e owners of g round va lues a r e to be relieved 
at t h e expense of t h e t axpaye r s , a course which p robab ly 
n o n e would advoca te , it seems mos t necessary to accom-
p a n y t h e increase of s u b v e n t i o n s — ( t h a t means , expla ined 
Mr. Wedgwood , subven t ions f r o m the Imper ia l E x c h e q u e r 
a n d Consol idated F u n d ) — b y t h e imposi t ion of a s i te-value 
r a t e . 
T h e posi t ion t a k e n u p by t h e m was t h a t a n y relief given to 

t he r a t e p a y e r , would relieve local landlords of t h e he red i t a ry 
b u r d e n , as Cord Goschen called it. of being liable for t h e 
m a i n t e n a n c e of t h e poor and t h e upkeep of educat ion . 

Since t he Roya l Commission r e p o r t of 1901, several o ther 
commi t tees h a d sa t , no t ab ly t h e Select C o m m i t t e e on the 
Scot t ish L a n d Values T a x a t i o n Bill. They r epor t ed in 1907, 
and it was on their r epo r t t h a t t h e Glasgow resolut ion had 
been based. They repor ted t h a t t he r e should be a change 
in t h e basis on which ra tes were levied, a n d t h a t , in the i r 
opinion a n d t hey took evidence, very extens ive evidence, 
f rom surveyers and local au thor i t i es—it ough t t o be possible 
to levy r a t e s ill such a m a n n e r as no t to penal ise buildings 
and improvemen t s . I n a word, t h e ob jec t of t h e change 
in t h e basis of r a t ing was t h a t t h e r a t e s should be levied 
upon t h e capi ta l selling value of t h e l and ins tead of upon 
the combined va lue of t h e h e r e d i t a m e n t — l a n d and 
bui ld ings toge the r . I ndus t r ious people were penal ised b y t h e 
presen t sys t em ; t h e y were m a d e t o p a y more because t hey 
improved the i r p rope r ty , whereas t h e m a n who s t a rved his 
p rope r ty a n d did n o t employ capi ta l or l abour upon it 
escaped. T h e new va lua t ion called for con t r ibu t ions 
f rom all people, according to t h e use t h a t m i g h t be m a d e 
of the i r land ins tead of upon t h e use t h e y ac tua l ly m a d e 
of it, 

Mr. G. E . Brown suppor t ed Mr. Wedgwood ' s proposi t ion , 
a n d said t h a t Lord H a t h e r t o n , speaking a t a m e e t i n g of t h e 
Cannock Boa rd of Guard ians , said this , w h a t e v e r it was, 
was a t a x on land. H e ( the speaker) said it w a s no t a t a x 
on land. I t was a t a x on land values. If t hey could get t h e 
agr icul tur i s t s to realise t h e difference be tween a t a x on 
land a n d a t a x on land values he did no t t h ink t h e r e would 
be a single f a rmer who would not be wi th t h e m . T h e 
agr icul tur is t was r a t ed on the full r en t va lue of liis l a n d -
( " N o ! n o ! " ) . Well, less 50 per cent , (Laughter . ) 
However , t h e 50 per cent, g r an t ed some years had been 
ove r t aken b y t h e ex t r a t a x a t i o n a l ready pu t on. W rhere 
it h a d no t been increased a n d where t e n a n t s h a d gone into 
new f a r m s t h e r en t s h a d risen t o exac t ly t h e a m o u n t of t h e 
50 per cent , al lowance. ( " N o ! no ! " ) H e could n a m e 
a m e m b e r of t he Council who h a d told h im t h a t when a 
t e n a n c y changed be tween his f a t h e r and himself tha t 
was w h a t h a p p e n e d . H e t hough t agr icul tur i s t s d id not 
realise t h a t while t h e y were p a y i n g on land t h a t , 
say, cost £40 per ac re at t he r a t e of 30s. per acre, there 
were h u n d r e d s of cases of land a round the i r t owns wor th 
f rom £500 t o £3,000,000 an acre which was n o t pay ing 
a single f a r th ing t o t h e ra tes a n d taxes . If l and values 
were t a x e d it would br ing down t h e price of land t o a 
proper level so t h a t it would allow people to use it, and 
use it in t h e very best way. 

Mr. H e a t o n said he hoped the Council, by a u n a n i m o u s 
vote, would reject t h e a m e n d m e n t of t h e hon . m e m b e r 
(Mr. Wedgwood) . T h e subject of land values was perfect ly 
unders tood, and very m u c h so by t h e hon. m e m b e r himself, 
bu t it was a highly controvers ia l sub jec t . T h e hon . m e m b e r 
appea red before t h e m t h a t d a y as t h e f r iend of t h e over-
burdened r a t epaye r . Well, t h e y were all over -burdened 
ra tepayers , bu t he would v e n t u r e t o say t h a t t h e hon. 
member s tood the re in ano the r capac i ty , a n d t h a t was 
as Cha i rman of t he Commi t t ee for t he T a x a t i o n of Land 
Values. P robab ly m a n y m e m b e r s of t h a t Coiuicil received 
by post t h a t morn ing , as he did, a copy of t h e journa l 
ent i t led LAND VALUES, of wliich Air. Wedgwood was so 
d is t inguished an o rnamen t . H e took it t h a t , under ly ing all 
this, Mr. Wedgwood was t ry ing t o steal an a d v a n t a g e b y 
ge t t ing t h e suppo r t of t he Council to a mot ion of th i s k ind . 

Af te r a lively discussion an a m e n d m e n t p ropos ing t ha t 
a special mee t ing of t h e Council be called t o consider t h e 
m a t t e r was defea ted by 40 votes to 29, and t h e mot ion 
referr ing t h e m a t t e r t o the F i n a n c e Commit tee was adop ted . 

INVERNESS TOWN COUNCIL AND THE LAND VALUES 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 

A U N A N I M O U S V O T E . 
At a mee t ing of t h e Inve rness Town Council on March 

4th , Councillor George Young , t h e H o n . Secre ta ry of t h e 
H igh land Land Values League , moved t h e following 
resolut ion :-— 

T h a t i t be r e m i t t e d to the Law C o m m i t t e e t o consider 
as to t h e adv i sab i l i ty of pe t i t ion ing in f avour of t he Land 
Values (Scot land) Bill 1911. p resented by Dr . D u n d a s 
W h i t e , a n d ordered by t h e House of C o m m o n s to be 
p r in t ed 13th December , 1911. 
T h e P r o v o s t took except ion to t h e mot ion on t h e g round 

t h a t it was poli t ical . 
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Councillor Young, in his speech, said t h a t this was no t 
a poli t ical ques t ion . I t was a r a t i ng ques t ion . H a v i n g 
expla ined t h e ob jec t s of t h e Bill, he said he could no t see 
any poli t ical bias there . A mot ion , pract ica l ly t h e same 
as t h a t which now stood in his n a m e , was carr ied by an 
overwhe lming m a j o r i t y in t he Glasgow Corporat ion," and 
the B o a r d of G u a r d i a n s of Bris tol , by a big m a j o r i t y , 
suppor t ed t h e pr inciple he now advoca t ed . T h e y all knew 
t h a t t h e r a t e s in Inverness , as well as those t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
• o u n t r y , were rising yea r b y year , and t hey as a Council 
ough t t o look a h e a d and see if t h e y could do a n y t h i n g to 
assist t h e ove rbu rdened r a t epaye r . H e was no t s t and ing 
there as a p a r t y pol i t ic ian, bu t as one in teres ted in t h e 
a d v a n c e m e n t of t h e r a t epaye r s . 

Councillor Dona ld M u r r a y seconded, r emark ing tha t he 
could no t see t h e poli t ical e lement in t he ques t ion , no twi th-
s t and ing w h a t t he P rovos t h a d said. I t was purely a m a t t e r 
for t h e express ion of an op in ion—an opinion which ough t 
to be expressed b y eve ry intel l igent body , pro and con. 

T h e mot ion was unan imous ly agreed to . 

T h e convers ion of t he m a j o r i t y of t he Town Council to 
t he T a x a t i o n of Land Values was no t unexpec ted , says t he 
HIGHLAND TIMES of 7th March , in an a d m i r a b l e leading 
ar t icle on t h e quest ion. Most of t he council lors, it con t inues , 
have come to recognise t h a t t h e days of m o v i n g t h a t 
communica t ions bear ing on this i m p o r t a n t ques t ion be 
allowed t o lie on the tab le , or unde r i t , have passed for ever , 
and t h a t it m u s t now be considered seriously in t he in teres ts 
of the i r cons t i t uen t s . T h e P rovos t ' s q u a l m s a b o u t t h e 
sub jec t be ing a poli t ical one m a y no t be t a k e n seriously, 
for lie is f a r too shrewd an indiv idual no t to realise t h a t i t is 
no more a poli t ical ques t ion t h a n i t is a religious one. 

Grea t c red i t for t h e progress of t h e L a n d Values Movemen t 
in t he H igh lands is d u e t o t he capable and ha rdwork ing 
Secre ta ry of t he H i g h l a n d League and his co-workers , who 
b y pen a n d voice never fa i l to t a k e every o p p o r t u n i t y of 
f u r t h e r i n g t h e cause. 

COUNCILLOR WM. D. HAMILTON'S VAN CAMPAIGN. 

I n our F e b r u a r y issue we referred t o Mr. H a m i l t o n ' s 
magni f icen t m o t o r van specially buil t t o his order a t a 
cost b y h i m of over £700 for service in t h e land values 
movemen t . This new and up- to -da te mach ine comes as a 
s t r ik ing example of individual effort and un fa l t e r i ng belief 
in t he gospel it is designed t o serve. The re has been no th ing 
like i t since T o m L. Jo lmson first amazed t h e democracy 
of Ohio w i t h his f amous t e n t campaign . T o m L. pro-
vided his own hall which he erected and r emoved at his 
own convenience . Mr. H a m i l t o n now comes wi th his 
m o t o r v a n t o t h e f ree a n d open halls provided b y N a t u r e 
and policed b y t h e local governing body . W e predic t for h im 
a measu re of success which will j u s t i fy t h e v e n t u r e and com-
pensa te o u r " c rusader " for his f a i th in t h e people, when 
approached wi th our ideas, clear and away f rom p a r t y politics. 
The re is t o be no pa r t i s ansh ip in th is crusade, Liberals, 
L a b o u r m e n and Tories, as such, a re warned off t h e p i tch . 
Mr. Hami l ton ' s in ten t ion is t o get a t t h e people and 
explain t o t h e m t h a t the i r sa lvat ion lies wi th themselves 
a n d not w i t h " t h e never-ending audac i ty of the i r elected 
persons ." W o r d s wi th h im are no t m e a n t to conceal 
t hough t , bu t to explain it and to some purpose. IT is an 
inspiring mission and we cordial ly wish it all t h e success 
it can a n d ought t o c o m m a n d . Til all th is noble self-
sacrificing endeavour Mr. Hami l ton has t h e loyal and 
enthus ias t ic suppor t of his wife. T h e idea of t h e van m a y 
no t be d u e ent i rely to Mrs. H a m i l t o n ' s well-known devot ion 
to t h e cause, but it has had f rom its inception her wannes t 
approva l . 

Re la t ing his experiences, in a le t ter on 5th March, 
Mr. H a m i l t o n wr i t e s :— 

This is t h e first d a y wi th t h e ca ravan . A f t e r a run 
round Ardrossan wi th m y wife and d a u g h t e r , we 
hove t o in Pr inces S t ree t , d ropped anchor be tween 
t h e Egl in ton Hotel and t h e B a n k , hauled down the 
d iag rams a n d m a p s and inaugura ted our campa ign with 
less ce remony t h a n it t a k e s some folks t o t a k e the i r tea . 
Al though t h e hour was unusua l—abou t 5 o 'c lock—we soon 
had 400 or 500 men a round , a n d for over an hour addressed 
the most in teres ted and wonder ing group of mor t a l s pe rhaps 
t h a t I ever conf ronted . A Tory pressman honoured m 

wi th his presence for a b o u t 20 m i n u t e s on tho ou tsk i r t s 
of t h e crowd and t he r ea f t e r s tole sickly away . A s t rong 
p a r t y Liberal at one point said " L ia r ! " but 1 roped t ha t 
fellow in as a sympa th i s e r before I finished. Speaking 
of t he present crisis, I p laca ted all par t ies and ins t i tu t ions 
so far as t hey failed to see and u rge t h a t under a jus t social 
condi t ion the m i n i m u m wage might easily be equal to 25s. 
per day . I showed th is wi th t h e aid of m y wagos d iagram. 

, I did not forget t o explain t h e burdens which 
t h e Gove rnmen t had placed u p o n m e in tho execut ion of 
th is work, such as licence, regis t ra t ion, moto r a n d petrol 
taxes , &c., Al together , a l though no Bishop or big man 
was the re to bless t h e opening ce remony its success was in 
every w a y encouraging, a n d t h e spi r i t s of all the just men 
t h a t ever lived were approv ingly wi th us. 

In a la ter le t ter (March 16th) he says :— 
Since wri t ing you last I have h a d four o ther splendid 

m e e t i n g s : at Sa l tcoa ts in the Publ ic S q u a r e ; at Steven-
s ton on t h e shore ; a t Stoveiistoii again on t h e 
following d a y in t h e Publ ic Squa re ; and a t Largs . 
I a r r ived a t t h e Publ ic Squa re in Sa l tcoa ts 
shor t ly a f t e r 3.30 p.m. a n d immedia te ly drew d o w n the 
d iag rams a n d char t . A considerable crowd ga thered round 
a n d began t o survey t h e figures a n d lines. Regre t fu l ly 
t hey informed m e t h a t 1 had come at a bad t ime. It was 
S a t u r d a y , and t hey were all pract ical ly on t h e m o v e 
towards t h e weekly footbal l m a t c h , a n d suggested t ha t I 
could have a great audience if I cared to commence when 
t h e m a t c h was over. I h a d a splendid meet ing , never theless , 
of t h r ee or four hund red in teres ted hearers . All t h e 
su r round ing windows of houses wero used a f t e r t he m a n n e r 
of opera boxes, w i th windows u p a n d chairs d r a w n to t he 
front.. At t h e finish I had two inv i ta t ions f rom member s 
of t h e audience , one to go to S tevens ton , and the o the r to 
go to Largs. To S tevens ton (as t he d a y was fine oil Sunday) 
I went . S u n d a y I am convinced is t h e best possible day 
for our work if it is handled in p roper miss ionary spir i t . 
On arrival a t t h e shore a t S tevens ton a gen t l eman and some 
ladies c a m e round and curiously scrut inised w h a t seemed 
to t h e m , on such a quiet sacred d a y , a s t r ange phenomenon . 
I recognised in t h e m a n an old schoolfellow. " W h a t is 
th i s ? " he said. I po in ted to t h e m a p s and the a n n o u r 
p l a t e on t h e f ron t of t h e r ad i a to r on which was pa in ted in 
large le t ters "The Land for the People." " O h , yes ," 
he replied, colouring cholerically, " I r emember you now-
discussing this sub jec t wi th m e one d a y in t he t ra in . Well. 
I a m agains t you and will go for you a n d denounce you . " 
" R igh t you a r e , " I replied, " you ' r e t h e ve ry m a n I ' v e been 
looking for. The re is t he p l a t f o r m , t a k e it and use i t if you 
h a v e a b e t t e r message t h a n I h a v e to t h e people, a n d I 
will deal wi th your r e m a r k s when you h a v e finished." 
" O h , n o , " he said, " y o u speak first." " A l l r i g h t , " I 
re jo ined, " a n y t h i n g to m e e t y o u . " " A h , " he concluded, 
" I really m u s t get home w i t h m y f r i ends t o t e a . " And 
like t h e would-be pilgrim in B u n y a n ' s immor ta l allegory 
he tu rned homewards a n d I saw him no more. 

At all t h e meet ings I h a v e dealt w i t h t h e present crisis 
a n d explained it in t he light of our phi losophy and t r u t h . 
S tevens ton is largely a mill ing town and in it and Sal tcoa ts 
the re are a good m a n y Socialists and Labour men , and 
while as I to ld you in m y last le t te r I m a k e an open show 
of all par t ies t h a t h a v e led us in to such t rouble , so far I 
h a v e had no one to chal lenge me, wi th t h e except ion 
of t h e gen t l eman just referred to, and one, a sort of Scotch-
Yankee type , who ques t ioned some figures, which I got 
f rom E d w a r d McHugh , wi th regard to miners ' wages in 
Pennsy lvan ia . This m a n told m e I did not know what 
I was t a lk ing abou t . T h e crowd looked fiercely at h im. 
I told h im t h a t I was very anxious to obta in f u n d s t o 
ca r ry on th is work, and , a l though not a be t t ing m a n , I 
would bet t h e van tha t t h e figures could be subs t an t i a t ed . 
H e , too, walked immedia te ly away ta lk ing to himself. 

One f ea tu r e of t he meet ings impresses m e especially. 
T h a t is t h e keen interest t aken in t h e subject b y women, 
old and young, m a n y of whom even w i t h chi ldren in the i r 
a r m s will s t and for over an hour l is tening, and so f a r as I 
can judge , approvingly . 

Al though I h a v e only been ou t five t imes , t h e experience 
has been so r emarkab l e and so encouraging t h a t i t has 
a l ready prov ided sufficient m a t t e r t o fill a book. 

In his latest le t ter da ted March 24th , W m . D. H a m i l t o n 
wri tes :— 

J a m e s B u s b y (Secretary of t h e Scot t i sh League) came 
down here yes t e rday to represent t h e League a t t h e 
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unve i l ing of a M e m o r i a l Celt ic Cross t o t h e old s t u r d y 
H i g h l a n d l a n d r e f o r m e r J o h n M u r d o c h , w h o as y o u k n o w 
lived in A r d r o s s a n . W e w e n t u p in t h e c a r a v a n a l o n g 
w i t h Mrs. H a m i l t o n t o t h e c e m e t e r y . W e h a u l e d u p 
a t t h e g a t e a n d f o u n d s o m e local a n d H i g h l a n d pe r sona l 
f r i e n d s of Mr. M u r d o c h , s o m e of w h o m , b y t h e w a y , s eemed 
t o t h i n k t h a t t h e Cro f t e r s A c t a n d t h o Smal l L a n d h o l d e r s 
Bill h a d solved t h e l a n d ques t i on . I u n f u r l e d t h e dee r 
fo re s t m a p , t h e d i a g r a m a n d all t h e o t h e r s so t h a t t h o s e 
p r e s e n t m i g h t be s u i t a b l y edif ied fo r t h e occasion. 

O n e of t h e f r i e n d s w a s e q u i p p e d w i t h sp l end id p h o t o -
g r a p h i c t a c k l o for t a k i n g a p l a t e of t h e Memoria l a n d 
f u n c t i o n , b u t he f o r g o t t o t a k e t h e c a r a v a n ! W e all sa id 
a few words , b u t B u s h y will bo ab le t o g ive y o u a good 
idea of t h o c e r e m o n y genera l ly w h e n y o u c o m e u p n o r t h . 
T h e r e a f t e r he a c c o m p a n i e d u s t o W e s t K i l b r i d e for a 
m e e t i n g . O n a r r iva l w e f o u n d t h e vi l lage p r e p a r i n g t o 
go o u t solid t o a foo tba l l m a t c h , b u t we m a n a g e d t o g e t 
20 or 30 t o l is ten t o us , a n d fo r a b o u t t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of a n 
h o u r we dol iverod o u r message . T h i s w a s t h e p o o r e s t 
m e e t i n g we h a v o h a d ye t , a n d s o m e of ou r i n t e r e s t e d 
a u d i e n c e apologised arid p r o m i s e d us a l a rge r m e e t i n g if 
we w o u l d on ly w a i t t i l l a b o u t 7 p . m . 

W e dec ided h o w o v e r , t o c lear a w a y t o a n o t h e r m e e t i n g a t 
S a l t c o a t s , a f t e r d o i n g jus t ice t o a s u b s t a n t i a l l u n c h in t h e 
v a n a t W e s t K i lb r ide . W e s t a r t e d o u r m e e t i n g a t 6 p . m . a f t e r 
g e t t i n g r id of ono or t w o d r u n k s w h o t r o u b l e d us m u c h 
a t t h e o u t s e t . T h e m e e t i n g g rew til l i t a s s u m e d v e r y la rge 
p r o p o r t i o n s . I c a n n o t poss ib ly s a y h o w m a n y , b u t t h e y 
s t o o d in a dense ly p a c k e d m a s s r o u n d t h e v a n a n d 
r e p e a t e d l y u r g e d m e t o give t h e m m o r e . I s p o k e for t w o 
h o u r s a n d t w e n t y m i n u t e s , e n c o u n t e r i n g — a n d I t h i n k 
I c a n sa fe ly s a y d e m o l i s h i n g — t h e c r i t i c i sm of all p a r t i e s 
a n d sec ts w h i c h s e e m e d t o be r e p r e s e n t e d t h e r e . O u r 
old f r i e n d t h e m a n w h o w a n t s t o k n o w " w h o he is t o v o t e 
for " w a s p r e s e n t , a n d t o t h e i m m e n s e s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e 
m e e t i n g I d e a l t w i t h his di f f icul t ies . 

Th i s h a s been t h e b e s t m e e t i n g so f a r , b u t in go ing h o m e 
I f a i l ed t o c lear b y half a n i n c h t h e i ron g a t e s a t " Ai lsa 
H o u s e , " a n d so t o p p l e d ove r t h e g a t e p i l lars a n d a b o u t 
15 f e e t of t h e a d j a c e n t r a i l i ng a n d cop ing . I t looks a 
s o r r y wreck . B y n o t m u c h s h o r t of a m i r ac l e t h e va i l , 
b e y o n d a s l igh t a b r a s i o n , is i n t a c t , a n d if w e a t h e r p e r m i t s 
I h o p e t o be o u t s p e a k i n g a t D a i r y t o - m o r r o w even ing . 
Oil F r i d a y n i g h t I h a d a v e r y fine m e e t i n g a t K i l w i n n i n g 
for t h e f irs t t i m e t h e r e . P e o p l e a s su red m e t h a t I w o u l d 
h a v e a m u c h b e t t e r o n e n e x t t ime . I n all I h a v e he ld 
e igh t m e e t i n g s s ince t h e 5tli M a r c h as desc r ibed . 

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING. 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e l ec tu res a l r e a d y a n n o u n c e d in t h i s 
c o l u m n , Mr. V e r i n d e r has a d d r e s s e d a W a r d M e e t i n g 
•of t h e W e s t S o u t h w a r k L ibe ra l a n d R a d i c a l Assoc ia t ion 
( t h e f i r s t of a ser ies of five s u c h m e e t i n g s in th i s con-
s t i t u e n c y ) , a n d a d r a w i n g - r o o m m e e t i n g a t O x t e d . Mr . 
G r a h a m P e a s e h a s l e c t u r e d a t W e s t St . P a n c r a s on " T h e 
L e s s o n of t h e Coal S t r i k e . " Counci l lor D o b s o n , J . P . , h a s 
a d d r e s s e d t h e A d u l t School a n d t h e B r o t h e r h o o d a t U n i o n 
C h u r c h , t h e P .S .A . Mee t ing a t E a r l s m e a d , T o t t e n h a m , 
a n d a m e e t i n g a t B e e s t o n , a n d h a s a lso d e a l t w i t h t h e 
L a n d Q u e s t i o n in a n u m b e r of B r a n c h m e e t i n g s of t h e 
A m a l g a m a t e d Soc ie ty of R a i l w a y S e r v a n t s , bes ides g e t t i n g 
a R e s o l u t i o n t h r o u g h t h e T o t t e n h a m U.D.C . in s u p p o r t 
of t h e Glasgow m o v e m e n t for t h e Loca l T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Valuos . Mr. Geo. Linski l l , a l w a y s a c t i v e a t G r i m s b y , 
h a s l e c t u r e d b e f o r e t h e Social U n i o n , a n d t h e S o u t h - W e s t 
W a r d L i b e r a l Assoc ia t ion . T h e f o r m e r l e c tu re (March 9 t h ) 
w a s r e p o r t e d i n t h e G R I M S B Y D A I L Y N E W S . M r . L i n s k i l l i s 
k e e p i n g u p a p e r s i s t e n t a g i t a t i o n , b y l e t t e r s t o t h e local 
P r e s s a n d b y d i s t r i b u t i o n of leaf lets , in s u p p o r t of t h e 
m u n i c i p a l c a m p a i g n . Counci l lor MeCul loch l ec tu red a t 
S t o n e b r i d g e , N . W . , o n M a r c h 10th. 

T h e pub l i c m e e t i n g a t Greenwich , o rgan i sed b y t h e 
L e a g u e w i t h t h e a c t i v e a s s i s t ance of t h e Greenwich L ibe ra l 
Assoc ia t ion , w a s a g r e a t success . Mr. Oscar F . D o w s o n , 
M.A. (a m e m b e r of t h e L e a g u e ' s E x e c u t i v e a n d p r o s p e c t i v e 
C a n d i d a t e for t h e B o r o u g h ) t o o k t h e cha i r . T h e Genera l 
[Secretary of t h e L e a g u e a d d r e s s e d t h e m e e t i n g a n d m o v e d : 
'" T h a t in t h e op in ion of th i s m e e t i n g , t h e p re sen t m e t h o d 
of r a i s ing local r e v e n u e s o u g h t t o b e c h a n g e d , i n a s m u c h 
a s i t u n d u l y f a v o u r s s o m e r a t e p a y e r s a n d u n d u l y penal i ses 

o the r s , o b s t r u c t s i n d u s t r y , causes u n e m p l o y m e n t , a n d 
p r e v e n t s t h e h e a l t h y g r o w t h of o u r ci t ies , t o w n s a n d 
v i l l a g e s ; a n d t h i s m e e t i n g f u r t h e r dec la res t h a t local 
a u t h o r i t i e s shou ld be g iven t h e p o w e r of r a i s ing local 
r e v e n u e in s u c h a w a y t h a t t h e ex i s t ing obs t ac l e s t o t h e 
e m p l o y m e n t of l a b o u r a n d c a p i t a l a r e r e m o v e d , a n d r a t e s 
imposed i n s t e a d on t h e v a l u e of t h e p r iv i lege e n j o y e d 
b y t h o s e w h o bene f i t f r o m t h e p e r f o r m a n c e of pub l i c 
services , n a m e l y , u p o n l and v a l u e s . " Th i s w a s seconded 
a n d ca r r i ed w i t h five d i s sen t i en t s . Mr. H . G. Chance l lo r , 
M.P . , P r e s i d e n t of t h e League , t h e n de l ivered a n a d d r e s s 
o n " T h e L o r d s a n d t h e L a n d , " dea l ing w i t h t h e h i s t o r y 
of t h e E n g l i s h L a n d Ques t ion . T h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e 
Greenwich L ibera l Assoc ia t ion w r i t e s t h a t " t h e m e e t i n g is 
t h e be s t w e h a v e he ld in t h a t W a r d , fo r a long t i m e p a s t ; 
t h o S .E . W a r d is looked u p o n as a T o r y s t r o n g h o l d . " 

T h o officers of t h e League , w i t h t h e wi l l ing he lp of 
m e m b e r s of t h e E x e c u t i v e , h a v e t a k e n c h a r g e of t h e sale 
of l i t e r a t u r e a t t h e series of m e e t i n g s now b e i n g held in 
L o n d o n in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e a n d 
t h e L o n d o n L ibera l F e d e r a t i o n . T h e resu l t s h a v e , so f a r , 
been v e r y s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

T h e R e v . S t e w a r t D . H e a d l a i * , L.C.C., a V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
of t h e L e a g u e a n d o n e of i t s f o u n d e r s in 1883, h a s p u t t h e 
fo l lowing R e s o l u t i o n on t h e a g e n d a p a p e r of t h e L o n d o n 
C o u n t y Counci l : " T h a t h a v i n g r e g a r d t o t h e f a c t t h a t 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t a r e a t p r e s e n t col lect ing, or a r e in con-
t e m p l a t i o n of col lect ing, i n f o r m a t i o n a n d all r e l a t i ve 
d a t a as t o t h e t r u e v a l u a t i o n of all l a n d s s i t u a t e d in u r b a n 
a n d s u b u r b a n d i s t r i c t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y for t h e 
p u r p o s e of t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values , t h e Counci l 
resolves t o p e t i t i o n P a r l i a m e n t t o t h e effect t h a t p o w e r s 
b e g r a n t e d t o all local r a t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y — c o u n t y , u r b a n , a n d t o w n c o u n c i l s — t o impose 
a n d l evy o n t h e n e w v a l u a t i o n a t a x on t h e v a l u e of l a n d 
for local pu rposes , d i s t i n c t a n d s e p a r a t e f r o m t h e i nc r emen t 
d u t y t o b e imposed a n d levied u n d e r t h e p rov i s ions of t h e 
F i n a n c e (1909-10) A c t , 1910." 

Mr. J o h n Osborn , P . L . G . , w r i t e s : " W h i l s t I h a v e n o t 
s p o k e n d u r i n g t h e l a s t few weeks express ly o n t h e L a n d 
Ques t ion , I a d d r e s s e d a v e r y well a t t e n d e d m e e t i n g of t h e 
M e n ' s B r o t h e r h o o d a t t h e W e s l e y a n C h u r c h a t S t r o o d , 
n e a r R o c h e s t e r , on S u n d a y , M a r c h 10th , o n t h e w o r k of t h e 
P o o r L a w , a n d p r e f a c e d m y r e m a r k s b y a few v e r y s t r o n g 
p o i n t s t o t h e ef fec t t h a t a P o o r L a w was o n l y r e n d e r e d 
n e e d f u l in t h i s l and a t all b y r e a s o n of t h e w o r k e r s be ing 
d e p r i v e d of t he i r n a t u r a l b i r t h r i g h t s in t h e l a n d v a l u e s 
of t h i s c o u n t r y . I d w e l t on th i s q u i t e suf f ic ien t ly t o d r i v e 
t h e p o i n t well h o m e , a n d t h e m e e t i n g t o o k i t a t once ; 
so m u c h so, t h a t I h a v e a r r a n g e d t o go t h e r e a g a i n a n d 
l ec tu re en t i r e ly on t h e L a n d Q u e s t i o n a t as e a r l y a d a t e 
as c a n b e a r r a n g e d fo r in the i r n e x t q u a r t e r ' s p r o g r a m m e . " 

T h e Apr i l q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g of t h e L e a g u e will be he ld 
on W e d n e s d a y , Apr i l 24 th , in t h e Es sex (La rge ) Ha l l , 
E s sex S t r e e t , S t r a n d (near ly o p p o s i t e t h e L a w Cour ts ) . 
Mr. H . G. Chancel lor , M.P . , P r e s i d e n t , will t a k e t h e cha i r 
a t 8 p .m . , a n d Mr. J . W . G r a h a m P e a s e will o p e n a dis-
cuss ion on " L a n d V a l u e T a x a t i o n versus L a n d P u r c h a s e . " 
M e m b e r s a r e r e q u e s t e d t o m a k e t h i s m e e t i n g k n o w n , a n d 
t o b r i n g as m a n y f r i e n d s as poss ible . 

A P R I L L E C T U R E S . 
Mon. 1.—West Southwark Liberal and Radical Association (Ward 

Meeting) : Fredk. Verinder, " Taxation of Land 
Values." 

Wed. 3.—West Southwark, Ward Meeting : Fredk. Verinder. 
Til. 11.—British Socialist Party, Coffee Room, Temperance Hotel, 

Grays (opposite Station) : Fredk. Verinder, " Tho 
Housing Problem." 

Fri. 12.—West Southwark, Ward Meeting : Fredk. Verinder. 
Moil. 15.—Executive Meeting. 8 p.m. 
Tu. 16.—West Southwark, Ward Meeting : Fredk. Verinder. 
Th. 18.—Hornsey Liberal and Radical Association. 66, Durham 

Road. East Finchley : Fredk. Vcrinder, " The Housing 
Problem." 8 p.m. 

Fri. 19.—Willesden, L.Y.L.. The Croft, High Street, Harlesdcn : 
Fredk. Verinder. 8.30. 

Wed. 24.—Central Council. 7.30 p.m. 
„ —Public Discussion at Essex Hall (see above). 

Th. 25.—Buckhurst Hill L.Y.L., Westbury Hal l : Fredk. Verinder, 
" Taxation of Land Values." 8 p.m. 
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LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT. 
A N N U A L R E P O R T , 

F R O M N O V E M B E R 1ST, 1 9 1 0 , TO J A N U A R Y 3 1 S T , 1 9 1 1 . 
The a u d i t e d accoun t s of the above D e p a r t m e n t will be 

found a t foot . T h e following books and p a m p h l e t s have 
been p r in t ed or purchased dur ing the pas t f if teen m o n t h s :— 

2,000 " My Ne ighbour ' s Land Mark " (First Edi t ion) . 
5,000 " Moses : The Hebrew Law-giver ." 
5,000 " T h y K i n g d o m Come." 
5,000 " T h e L a b o u r Ques t ion ." 

20,000 " F ree T r a d e a n d Land Values " (Verinder). 
I n add i t i on t o t he above , t h e Un i t ed Commit tee have 

suppl ied :— 
50,000 " T h e S to ry of My Dic ta to r sh ip " (Firs t Edi t ion) . 

5,000 " F o r m IV. : a n d W h a t Nex t ? " 
5,000 " R u r a l L a n d Ques t ion ." 
5,000 " L a n d R e f o r m . " 
5,000 " A.B.C. of t he Land Quest ion ." 
5,000 " L a n d Va lua t ion Guide . " 

I n consequence of t he poor hea l th of Mr. L. H . Berens, 
who has admin i s te red the affairs of th is D e p a r t m e n t since i ts 
incept ion in October , 1906, t he assets of th is D e p a r t m e n t 
and the p r in t ing and financial a r r a n g e m e n t s for f u t u r e 
publ ica t ions will be t a k e n over b y the Un i t ed Commi t t ee ; 
t h e business of d i s t r ibu t ion , &c., will remain in t he capable 
hands of Mr. Wil l iam Mann , of t h e Engl ish League, a t 
376-77, S t r a n d , London , W.C., where all orders should be 
sent . 

L E W I S H . B E R E N S , 
Admin i s t r a to r . 

S T A T E M E N T o r R E C E I P T S AND P A Y M E N T S . 
N o v e m b e r 1st, 1910, to J a n u a r y 31st, 1912. 

R E C E I P T S . 

Nov. 1010, Cash in hand . 
Li terature sales 

£ s. d. 
44 17 11 

124 16 9 

P A Y M E N T S . 
£ s. d. 

Print ing books and pamph-
lets 149 7 10 

Advertising 7 0 0 
Sundries and postage . . 11 (1 0 
Cash in hand 2 0 10 

S T A T E M E N T OF A S S E T S AND L I A B I L I T I E S . 
J a n u a r y 31st, 1912. 

L I A B I L I T I E S . 

Sundry creditors 
Balance of Assets over Lia-

bilities 

£ s. d . 
20 19 3 

178 II 1 

£199 10 4 

A S S E T S . 

Stock of Books find Pamph-
lets 

Sundry Debtors 
Cash in hand 

157 9 6 
40 0 0 

2 0 10 

£199 10 4 

We have audited tbe above account and compared it with the books and 
v j u c h e r s of the Fund and find same to l>e correct. 

(Signed) BCTTON, STEVENS A WITTY, 
Incorporated Accountants. 

February 23rd, 1912 

BOOK REVIEWS. 
TOM L. JOHNSON'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

" M Y S T O R Y . " * 

" I t is in t h e n a t u r e of t r u t h never to fa i l . " These 
simple words, wi th which T o m L. J o h n s o n concludes his 
s tory , suppl ies t h e k e y n o t e of his public career, of his 
b rave , m a n l y , and ins t ruc t ive fight against all t h e forces 
establ ished privilege could command . I t was his f irm, 
unswerv ing belief in the i r t r u t h t h a t enabled h im to 
remain gay and cheerful in t he mids t of defea t , to inspire 
o thers wi th his own u n d a u n t e d spiri t , and to ral ly his 
forces conf ident ly t o con f ron t difficulties and opposi t ion 
which m i g h t well have appal led a lesser man . H e knew 
he was fighting f rom no selfish m o t i v e s and for no selfish 
cause, b u t for r ight and just ice a n d t r u t h ; and he never 
fa l tered in his opt imis t ic belief t h a t , wha teve r t he 
t e m p o r a r y set-backs, u l t ima te ly t r u t h and jus t ice m u s t 
and would prevail ; t h a t , t o use his own inspiring words, 
" A g i t a t i o n for t h e r ight , once set in mot ion, canno t be 
s topped . T r u t h can never lose i ts power. I t presses 
fo rward , gaining victories, suffering defeats , b u t losing 
noth ing of m o m e n t u m , a u g m e n t i n g i ts s t r eng th t h o u g h 

* MY STORY : By Tom L. Johnson, Edited by Elizabeth J . Hanser. 
B. W. Huebsch, New York, $2~.00 net. 

seeming to expend i t . " F o r himself, as for so m a n y o thers 
inspired by t h e s ame social plii losophy, it sufficed t o havo 
had an o p p o r t u n i t y of be ing a soldier on behalf of t r u t h , 
and in car ry ing out to t h e bes t of his abilit ies t he work ho 
f o u n d t o do. And T o m L. J o h n s o n was a soldier of no 
o rd inary me ta l , a m a n of no o rd inary powers, of no o rd inary 
abilities. Hence , it was soon his p r o u d privilege to find 
himself t h e na tu ra l leader in t h e s t ruggle in t he special 
d is t r ic t where his lot was cast . 

Like so m a n y thousands of others , T o m L. J o h n s o n owed 
his intel lectual quickening, or r a t he r his mora l and spi r i tua l 
quickening, to t he works of Hen ry George. W h e n ho first 
became acqua in t ed wi th these teachings , t l irougli tho 
in s t rumen ta l i t y of " a prosaic ra i lway t ra in conduc to r , " 
he was s imply a specially capable a n d specially successful 
business m a n , engaged in " big-business in which he was 
absolu te ly absorbed , indif ferent t o politics, and w i thou t 
even the suspicion t h a t t he r e was a social quest ion awai t ing 
solution. Acqua in t ance w i t h t he teachings of Henry-
George, however , speedily changed all this, brought in to 
p lay intel lectual and spir i tual forces h i the r to unsuspected , 
a n d t r ans fo rmed him in to one of t h e mos t p rominen t , most 
resourceful , m o s t courageous and indomi tab le leaders in t h e 
cause of pract ica l democracy , in t h e broades t sense of this 
t e rm , Amer ica h a s ever y e t p roduced . Once unde r s tood 
a n d accepted, he never swerved f r o m his convict ion of their 
t r u t h , a n d of the i r universal appl icabi l i ty . In one of his 
last speeches, given on his r e t u r n f rom England , in tho 
closing d a y s of his well-spent life, referr ing to t h e fight 
in Grea t Br i ta in , he once more re i te ra ted his political 
beliefs in t he following tel l ing words :— 

" Everywhere , all over t h e world, our cause is moving , 
so t h a t those of us who twenty- f ive years ago t h o u g h t it 
fa r off, h a v e now t h e good f o r t u n e of seeing the real isat ion 
of our d reams . Privi lege has been caught , exposed ; 
and the re is b u t one w a y of p u t t i n g i t down, and t ha t is 
b y t h e doc t r ine of H e n r y George. Abolish privilege ! 
Give t h e people who m a k e t h e wea l th of t he world an 
o p p o r t u n i t y to en joy i t . " 

MY STOBY, however , is r a t he r a f r a n k revela t ion of 
his though t s , a s to ry of his fight aga ins t established privilege 
in his own city, r a t he r t h a n of his own life. Nor is this 
surprising. F o r i ts avowed purpose is to show " how 
privilege f ights in t h e c i ty , t h e S t a t e and t h e n a t i o n , " 
so as to br ing home t o o thers no t only i ts in jur ious effects, 
i t s demoral is ing influence, i ts nefar ious , miscrupulous 
act ions, b u t also how it can be exposed, fough t and 
conquered. And ye t , as i t s able edi tor , Miss E l i zabe th 

i H a u s s e r — w i t h o u t whose willing co-operat ion T o m L. 
J o h n s o n tells us t h e book would never h a v e been wr i t t en 
a t all—so well s a y s — " There is h u m o u r and sweetness 
and poise and power to be found in MY STOBY, b u t i t is 
t h e s to ry of a m a n who never knew w h a t a m o m e n t o u s 
figure he was. N o t t h e least of his grea tness is his uncon-

I sciousness of i t . " 

" T h e grea tes t t h ing our Cleveland m o v e m e n t d i d , " 
i t s hero modes t ly says, " was to m a k e m e n . " One m a n 
m a k e s m a n y . And " Our T o m " was a m a n , a s t a u n c h 
democra t ic m a n t o t h e ve ry b o t t o m of his soul ; a m a n well 
f i t ted to m a k e men of o thers , as well as to be the i r n a t u r a l 
leader to w o r t h y deeds. N a y , more t h a n th is ; even his 
simple, character is t ica l ly modes t accoun t of his own life 
and doings is calculated t o m a k e men , b e t t e r men, of those 
who s t u d y it, to up l i f t t h e m t o a higher realisation of the i r 
highest and mos t sacred du t i e s as m e n and as citizens of a 
free, self-governing commun i ty . N o t only Municipal 
reformers , Single Taxer s and political s tuden t s general ly, 
b u t boys and young m e n specially will welcome MY STOBY. 
F o r t h e hea r t s of t h e y o u n g are generously open t o t h e 
inspir ing lessons t o be d r a w n f rom a brave , unselfish life, 
ungrudging ly spen t in t h e promot ion of h u m a n i t y ' s 
highest a ims. Hence it is t h a t those who would help the i r 
chi ldren to become citizens wor thy of a f ree c o m m u n i t y , 
who would fit t h e m to p lay a brave , m a n l y p a r t on behalf 
of l iber ty and jus t ice in t h e grea t s t ruggle to-day inevi table 
in every progressive c o u n t r y in t h e world, could n o t d o 
be t t e r t h a n place in the i r hands th i s record of t he career 
of t h e m a n who willingly s tepped down f rom t h e fo remos t 
r anks of privilege t o cheer, inspire a n d lead those fighting 
on behalf of just ice, of t r u e d e m o c r a c y — T o m L. J o h n s o n 
of Cleveland. 

L. H . B. 
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" T H E VILLAGE L A B O U R E R (1760—1832) ."* 

" I h a v e a t t e m p t e d t o s h o w t h a t t h e p a u p e r i s m a n d t h e 
d e g r a d a t i o n of t h e E n g l i s h l a b o u r e r w e r e t h e r e su l t of a 
ser ies of A c t s of P a r l i a m e n t a n d a c t s of g o v e r m n e n t , 
w h i c h w e r e d e s i g n e d o r a d o p t e d w i t h t h e e x p r e s s p u r p o s e 
of c o m p e l l i n g t h e l a b o u r e r t o w o r k a t t h e lowes t r a t e of 
wages poss ib le , a n d w h i c h succeeded a t l a s t in e f fec t ing 
t h a t p u r p o s e . " — T H O R O L D R O G E R S , S I X CENTURIES OF 
W O R K A N D W A G E S . 

T h i s b o o k a l m o s t s e e m s a s if spec ia l ly w r i t t e n t o conf i rm 
t h e t r u t h of t h e a b o v e c o n t e n t i o n of T h o r o l d R o g e r s , a t 
all e v e n t s a s f a r a s t h e m o m e n t o u s y e a r s f r o m 1700 t o 1832 
a re c o n c e r n e d . I t p i c t u r e s t h e life of t h e r u r a l w o r k e r s 
d u r i n g t h i s pe r iod , r e v e a l i n g t h e causes w h i c h m a d e i t 
w h a t i t was , a n d t h e m w h i c h t h e y w e r e ; a n d desc r ibes 
t h o t r e a t m e n t m e t e d o u t t o t h e m b y a G o v e r m n e n t in 
w h i c h t h e y h a d n o s h a r e . I t s a u t h o r s a r e t o b e g r a t e f u l l y 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d in a r ea l ly good p iece of solid w o r k , t i m e l y 
a n d neces sa ry t o b e d o n e , a n d c o n t a i n i n g m a n y re f lec t ions 
t ime ly a n d n e c e s s a r y t o b e voiced . A n d y e t t o E n g l i s h m e n 
necessar i ly a d e p r e s s i n g book . F o r i t will f o rce u p o n t h e m 
t he c o n v i c t i o n t h a t in v e r y m a n y r e spec t s i t w o u l d h a v e 
been f a r b e t t e r t o h a v e b e e n b o r n a W e s t A f r i c a n n a t i v e , 
d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h e sense of j u s t i c e a n d of fe l low-feel ing 
of a d e s p o t i c chief , t h a n a n E n g l i s h a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o u r e r 
a t a n y t i m e f r o m 1650 t o 1830, d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h o sense 
of j u s t i c e a n d fe l low-fee l ing of a pol i t ica l ly a n d social ly 
a l l -power fu l l a n d e d a r i s t o c r a c y . T h e s e m a y s e e m b i t t e r 
or e v e n i r r a t i ona l w o r d s , b u t t h e c o n t e n t s of t h i s book 
a b u n d a n t l y d e m o n s t r a t e t h e m t o b e t r u e . 

T h e special legis la t ive a c t s a d o p t e d t o c o n s u m m a t e 
" t h e p a u p e r i s m a n d t h o d e g r a d a t i o n of t h e Eng l i sh 
l a b o u r e r " d u r i n g t h e pe r i od t r e a t e d of in t h i s book , were 
t h o s e k n o w n as E n c l o s u r e Ac t s . H e n c e , w e f ind t h e 
mo t ives , p r o c e d u r e , m e t h o d s , c h a r a c t e r , o b j e c t s a n d e f fec ts 
of t h e s e A c t s a d m i r a b l y i l l u s t r a t e d a n d desc r ibed , m o r e 
especia l ly t h e i r e f fec t s u p o n r u r a l l ife a n d u p o n t h e cond i t i on 
a n d c h a r a c t e r of t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n . 

T h e pos i t i on of t h e E n g l i s h p e a s a n t r y p r io r t o t h e s e 
Ac t s m a y n o t h a v e b e e n e x a c t l y a n e n v i a b l e o n e ; b u t t h e 
g r e a t m a j o r i t y of t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n stil l r e t a i n e d c e r t a i n 
r i gh t s t o t h e u s e of t h e l a n d a n d t o ava i l t h e m s e l v e s in 
m a n y w a y s of t h e b o u n t i e s of N a t u r e , a n d t h i s a lone 
e n g e n d e r e d fee l ings of i n d e p e n d e n c e , se l f - respec t a n d self-
re l i ance w o r t h y of " t h e c o m m o n e r s of E n g l a n d . " T h e i r 
pos i t ion a f t e r t h e p a s s i n g of t h e s e A c t s a l m o s t begga r s 
d e s c r i p t i o n ; r e n t s h a d l e a p t u p , t h e w a g e s of t h e w o r k e r s 
h a d g o n e d o w n ; a g r i c u l t u r e h a d b e e n r evo lu t i on i s ed , 
a n d so h a d t h e c o n d i t i o n of t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s ; " t h e 
a n c h o r a g e of t h e p o o r w a s g o n e . " A s o u r a u t h o r s well 
p i c t u r e i t — t h e l a b o u r e r ' s " a u x i l i a r y r e sources h a d been 
I a k e n f r o m h i m ; enc losu re h a d r o b b e d h i m of t h e s t r i p 
lie h a d t i l led, of t h e cow t h a t h e k e p t o n t h e v i l l age p a s t u r e , 
of t h e f u e l h e h a d p i c k e d u p in t h e woods , a n d of t h e tur f 
he t o r e f r o m t h e c o m m o n s , " a n d his m o n e y w a g e s were 
less t h a n t h e y h a d been whi ls t h e h a d e n j o y e d t h e s e 
a d v a n t a g e s . R a t e a id h a d t o bo a c c o r d e d h i m t o e n a b l e 
h i m t o keep b o d y a n d soul t o g e t h e r — a n d " p o a c h i n g , 
smugg l ing a n d u l t i m a t e l y t h i e v i n g w e r e cal led in t o 
r e h a b i l i t a t e t h e l a b o u r e r ' s e conomic pos i t ion . T h e h i s t o r y 
of t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o u r e r in t h i s g e n e r a t i o n is w r i t t e n in 
t h e c o d e of t h e G a m e Laws , t h e g r o w i n g b r u t a l i t y of t h e 
c r imina l law, a n d t h e p r e - o c c u p a t i o n of t h e r i ch w i t h t h e 
eff icacy of p u n i s h m e n t . " 

B o u r k e c o m p a r e d t h e l a n d e d a r i s t o c r a c y of his t i m e t o 
" t h e g r e a t o a k s t h a t s h a d e a c o u n t r y , a n d p e r p e t u a t e t h e i r 
benef i t s f r o m g e n e r a t i o n . " T h e p u r p o s e of t h i s book is 
" t o e x a m i n e t h e social h i s t o ry of t h i s c o u n t r y in t h e d a y s 
w h e n t h e g r e a t o a k s were in t h e fu lne s s of ' t h e i r v igour 
a n d s t r e n g t h , a n d t o see w h a t h a p p e n e d t o s o m e of t h e 
classes t h a t f o u n d s h e l t e r in t h e i r s h a d e . " A n d a s i t s 
a u t h o r s well s a y in conc lus ion , " T h a t c lass h a s lef t b r i g h t 
a n d a m p l e r ecords of i t s own life in l i t e r a t u r e , in a r t , 
in po l i t i ca l t r a d i t i o n s , in t h e d i s p l a y of g r e a t o r a t i o n s a n d 
d e b a t e s , in m e m o r i e s of b r i l l i an t c o n v e r s a t i o n a n d s p a r k l i n g 
wit ; i t h a s left d i m a n d m e a g r e r e c o r d s of t h e d i s inhe r i t ed 
p e a s a n t s t h a t a r e t h e s h a d o w of i t s w e a l t h ; of t h e exiled 
l a b o u r e r s t h a t a r e t h e s h a d o w of i t s p l ea su re s ; of t h e 
v i l lages s i nk ing in p o v e r t y a n d c r i m e a n d s h a m e t h a t a r e 
t h e s h a d o w of i t s p o w e r a n d i t s p r i d e . " L . H . B . 

* T H E VILLAGE LABOURER, 1 7 0 0 — 1 8 3 2 : A STUDY IN THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF ENGLAND BEFORF. THE REFORM B I L L . B y .T. L . a n d 
Barbara Hammond. Publishers: Longmans, Green & Co., London. 

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 

UNITED STATES. 

J O S E P H F E L S . 
Mr . a n d Mrs. J o s e p h F e l s e x p e c t t o l eave t h e o t h e r s ide 

n o t l a t e r t h a n 10th Apr i l . Mr. F e l s ' l a t e s t c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
shows t h a t lie h a s b e e n in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. , p u t t i n g t h e 
case fo r o u r p roposa l s b e f o r e a l a rge b u i l d e r t h e r e whose 
f a m i l y a r e i n t e r e s t e d in t h e Single T a x m o v e m e n t . A s w c 
h a v e i n d i c a t e d in r e c e n t issues h e h a s d o n e a g r e a t a m o u n t 
of c a m p a i g n i n g on t h i s t r i p a n d his v o l u m i n o u s corres-
p o n d e n c e s h o w s t h a t h e is m a i n t a i n i n g his r e c o r d of a 
f o u r t e e n - h o u r d a y se rv ice in t h e m o v e m e n t . 

U n d e r t h e aegis of t h e Fe l s F u n d Commiss ion p res ided 
over b y D a n i e l K ie fe r , t h e Single T a x m o v e m e n t in t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s h a s go t a m o v e o n i t w h i c h h a s c o m m e n c e d 
t o d i s t u r b t h e p e a c e of m i n d of t h e o r t h o d o x po l i t i c i ans 
of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e i r c a m p fo l lowers . T o m 
L . J o h n s o n ' s b r i l l i an t c a m p a i g n in Cleve land c o u n t s fo r 
m u c h . I t b r o u g h t a g r e a t a m o u n t of fighting fo rce i n t o 
t h e m o v e m e n t a n d in sp i r ed m e n e v e r y w h e r e in t h e cause 
of social ju s t i ce . T h e F e l s F u n d Commiss ion h a s t a k e n 
hold of t h e s i t u a t i o n in m a s t e r l y f a sh ion . M e e t i n g s a r e 
held a n d l i t e r a t u r e is be ing d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h a cons i s t ency 
t h a t b o d e s n o good fo r t h e a d j u s t m e n t s of A m e r i c a n 
pol i t ics . 

Mr. Fe l s , t h e s e p a s t f o u r m o n t h s , h a s p l a c e d himself 
u n r e s e r v e d l y a t t h e serv ice of t h e m o v e m e n t in t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d C a n a d a , a n d o u r f r i e n d s in b o t h t h e s e 
sphe re s of in f luence a r e e n t h u s i a s t i c ove r h is success fu l 
s p e a k i n g t r i p . M u c h n e w g r o u n d h a s b e e n o p e n e d u p , 
a n d e v e r y d a y ab le w o r k e r s w i t h s o u n d v iews a r e co in ing 
in to t h e m o v e m e n t , s t i m u l a t i n g i t a n d e x p a n d i n g i t in 
eve ry d i r ec t i on . 

A C H A R A C T E R I S T I C L E T T E R , 

T h e fo l lowing l e t t e r d a t e d M a r c h 9 t h , a p p e a r i n g in a 
P l i i l ade lph i a n e w s p a p e r , te l ls i t s o w n s t o r y :-— 

D e a r M a d a m , — E n c l o s e d find c h e q u e fo r S250 t o b e used 
in g iv ing relief t o t h e ch i ld v i c t ims , of t h e e x i s t i n g s y s t e m 
f r o m L a w r e n c e , Mass . 

I n s e n d i n g t h i s I wish it d i s t i n c t l y u n d e r s t o o d t h a t i t 
is n o t a p h i l a n t h r o p i c g i f t t o t h e suf fe re rs . IT is a p a r t 
p a y m e n t of a d e b t d u e t h e s e c h i l d r e n f r o m all w h o a r e 
u p h o l d i n g ex i s t i ng social wrong . S ince I a m n o t o n e of 
these , t l i is c h e q u e m u s t b e cons ide red a g i f t t o t h o s e w h o s e 
d i s h o n o u r e d ob l iga t ion i t is, t o a s l igh t degree , l i q u i d a t i n g . 

S t r i c t j u s t i c e r equ i r e s t h a t if we c a n n o t a t o n c e abol i sh 
legalised w r o n g t h e n w h e n i m m e d i a t e relief is n e e d e d fo r 
v i c t i m s of legalised r o b b e r y , t h e u p h o l d e r s of t h e i n i q u i t y 
shou ld b e m a d e t o p a y t h e bill. B u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y t h a t 
is n o t poss ib le . T h e r e is n o w a y b y w h i c h w e c a n compe l 
d o n a t i o n s f r o m u p h o l d e r s of l a n d l o r d i s m , of p r i v a t e a p p r o -
p r i a t i o n of pub l i c e a rn ings , of tar i f f r o b b e r y , of p r i v a t e 
con t ro l of pub l i c h i g h w a y s , a n d of o t h e r pr iv i leges . W e 
a r e helpless t o en fo rce p a y m e n t , e v e n f r o m t h e A m e r i c a n 
Wool len C o m p a n y , a l t h o u g h i t c a n b e p r o v e n t h a t t h i s 
c o r p o r a t i o n h a s r o b b e d t h e s e p o o r c h i l d r e n b y embezz l i ng 
a f u n d e n t r u s t e d t o i t f o r t h e i r b e n e f i t b y t h e A m e r i c a n 
people . 

T h e p e o p l e h a v e levied a b u r d e n s o m e tar i ff t a x on t h e m 
se lves a n d t u r n e d t h e p roceeds over in t r u s t t o t h e A m e r i c a n 

t Wool len C o m p a n y t o b e used in p a y i n g h igh wages t o 
employees . T h e peop le were i n d u c e d t o d o t h i s b y t h e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s of t h e A m e r i c a n Woo l l en C o m p a n y a n d 
s imi la r conce rns , t h a t t l i is t r u s t w o u l d b e f a i t h f u l l y ca r r i ed 
o u t . But t h e c o r p o r a t i o n h a s u s e d t h e m o n e y i n s t e a d fo r 
excess ive d i v i d e n d s . S imi la r a c t s of legal e m b e z z l e m e n t 
a r e b e i n g c o m m i t t e d b y o t h e r p r o t e c t e d e m p l o y e r s . 

U p h o l d e r s of r o b b e r y m a k e t h e fa l se c la im t h a t t h e r e is 
n o w a y b y wh ich t h e w o r k e r m a y b e a s su red j u s t t r e a t -
m e n t . T h e y c la im t o k n o w n o c u r e fo r p o v e r t y a n d of fer 
t h i s v o l u n t a r y i g n o r a n c e as a n e x c u s e fo r c o n t i n u i n g i t . 
T h o excuse is no t va l i d . T h i r t y - t w o y e a r s a g o H e n r y 
G e o r g e s h o w e d in PROGRESS AND POVERTY how p o v e r t y 
can bo abo l i shed . H i s a r g u m e n t s h a v e n e v e r been dis-
p r o v e d in s p i t e of n u m b e r l e s s a t t e m p t s t o d o so. 

T h e a m o u n t of t h e enclosed c h e q u e I h a v e c h a r g e d in 
m y ledger a g a i n s t t h e A m e r i c a n Woo l l en C o m p a n y a n d 
o t h e r s u p p o r t e r s of legalised r o b b e r y . I a d v a n c e i t in p a r t 
p a y m e n t of a d e b t t h e y owe, w i t h o u t c o n s u l t i n g t h e m 



April, 1912. Land Values. 303 

because their child creditors are in distress through their 
reluctance to settle. 1 doubt whether they will recognise 
the obligation, in spite of its manifest justice, since it is not 

7 ™ f 0 r c y ' l , ) e- Consequently if it must be considered a 
r S f t g

f
l f t . J e t 1 b e f u"- v "nderstood tha t the real 

recipients of this chari ty are not poor children from 
Lawrence, but the stockholders of the American Woollen 
Company and other upholders of existing wrongs. I am 
dear Madam, Fai thful ly . J O S E P H F E I . S 

T H E SEATTLE ELECTION. 

Single T a x a m e n d m e n t to t h e City Cha r t e r secured 
12,000 vo tes ou t of 40,000 polled. T h e election took place 
on 5 th March. A great c a m p a i g n of educa t ion was carr ied 
on for a yea r or more a n d t h e Single Taxers . while losing the 
vote , a r e conf iden t of t h e f u t u r e . T h e City now knows 
some th ing of t h e Single T a x policy, and 1 ^ 0 0 0 prepared 
to v o t e for it is some th ing to be going on wi th . Refer r ing 
t o t h e s u b j e c t I H E PUBLIC, of March 15th says — 

W i t h t h e elect ion of one of the i r own g r o u p for Mayor 
of Sea t t l e and t h e poll ing of over 12,000 votes for t h e 
incorpora t ion of the i r most u l t ra p re l iminary d e m a n d s 
into t h e Ci ty Char te r , t h e Single Taxer s of Sea t t l e have 
n o t h i n g to m o u r n over. On t h e m a y o r a l t y the i r c a n d i d a t e 
was opposed b y t h e c a n d i d a t e of d i s r epu tab le in teres ts 
t h a t m a k e m o n e y out of vice, suppor t ed n a t u r a l l y enough 
by r e p u t a b l e in teres ts t h a t m a k e money ou t of t h e economic 
condi t ions u p o n which m o n e y - m a k i n g vice f lour i shes ; 
and , a l t h o u g h b y a n a r r o w marg in , the i r c a n d i d a t e won. 
On t h e Single T a x a m e n d m e n t , t hey d rew the full fire 
of t h e enemy . E v e r y da i ly newspape r bu t one was agains t 
t h e m , eve ry d i s r e p u t a b l e business interest was aga ins t 
t h e m , eve ry inves to r in vacan t lots angl ing for a prize 
a t t h e expense of t h e c o m m o n in te res t was agains t t h e m 
and educa t ion on t h e s u b j e c t h a d not gone f a r enough 
t o enable t h e ave rage ci t izen of unselfish ins t inc t s t o under-
s t a n d . I nder these c i r cums tances a vo te of 12,000 for t he 
Single l a x in 40,000 cast on t h e ques t ion , is a g u a r a n t e e for earJy f u t u r e . Those were intel l igent votes T h e 
vo te r s who cas t t h e m knew w h a t t h e y w a n t e d a n d why 
And now, w i t h t h e a r g u m e n t s of t h e oppos i t ion laid ba re 
m t h e cleanest cut a n d most v igorous contes t over t he 
Single T a x ever had anywhere , Single T a x progress in Seattle, 
is h a r d l y m o r e t h a n a m a t t e r of keep ing a t i t . Wi th t h e 
exc i t emen t of t h e c a m p a i g n over , a n d a people aroused 
t o t h e t h i n k i n g po in t , t hose hosti le a r g u m e n t s t h a t served 
so well m t h e heat of t h e fight will look n a k e d a n d for lorn 
m t h e ca lmness of t h e coming m o n t h s . T h a t an elect ion 
should be carr ied f r a n k l y and b razen ly in t h e interest of 
obs t ruc t ion t o i m p r o v e m e n t , in t h e in teres t of s q u a t t e r s 
on v a c a n t lots, m t h e in teres t of a l i t t le g r o u p of r ich 
monopol i s t s of t h e most des i rable locat ions in Sea t t le 
and as f r a n k l y a n d b razen ly aga ins t t h e in teres ts of 
improvers a n d workers is in itself t h e best k ind of indica t ion 
t h a t t h e result was a b n o r m a l . B u t a ches tnu t b u r r was 
p u t unde r t h e saddle of t h e l and capi ta l i s t s b y t h e Single 
l a x e r s ot Sea t t l e hist week tha t will soon unhor se t h e m 

AUSTRALIA. 
T H E L A B O U R P O L I C Y . 

T H E L A N D T A X H A S C O M E TO S T A Y . " 
Accord ing t o a TIMES co r re sponden t wr i t ing f rom Sydney 

unde r d a t e J a n u a r y 16th, publ i shed in t he issue of 28th 
F e b r u a r y a f t e r a week ' s del ibera t ion at H o b a r t , t h e 
f e d e r a l L a b o u r Conference has d i rec ted t h a t t h e Land 

£ o f t h e % h t i n g p l a t f o r m shall s t and , 
t h e 1 IMES cor responden t c o n t i n u e s : — 

it h i e i i ? n d i T a X h a s C O n , l e t o s t * y - B ™ a d l y speaking, 
it has lef t va lues ve ry m u c h as t h e y were. Because of this 
some of the more eager spirits of the Conference were 
anxious to m a k e t h e h igher ra te effect ive over a larger 
proportion of the value, but the Parliamentarians, who 
c o n s t i t u t e d r n o r e t h a n a th i rd of the delegates , t h o u g h t 
t h a t enough had been done for t h e p resen t , a l though 
significantly enough, their influence was only sufficient 
to de fea t t he proposa l for heavier incidence b y one vote 
• . . So long as they ( the large landowners) evince a 
willingness to co-operate in the policy of sett lement they 

have l i t t le to fear f rom t h e m o d e r a t e s of t he L a b o u r P a r t y , 
but if, on t he o the r h a n d , t hey choose to a d o p t a do-no th ing 
a t t i t u d e t hey will s t r eng then the h a n d s of the ex t r emis t s 
who a re i tching to give a n o t h e r t u r n to the screw. 

SPAIN. 
T h e M a r c h n u m b e r o f E L I M P I E S T O U N I C O m a k e s a 

special f e a t u r e of Mr. Alex. Mackondr iek ' s " T r u e Idea of 
Liberal ism, t r ans la ted by Mr. A m a y a Rubio in a serious 
and lucid s ty le w o r t h y of t he original. O the r t r a n s l a t e d 
i t ems a r e H e n r y George 's " I n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e S t u d y 
of I ohtical E c o n o m y Mr. Fels ' le t ter to Char i t ab le 
Soc ie t i e s ; and best of all (in t h e large t y p e it mer i ts ) , 

( roasda le s def in i t ion ," which every reader should 
wear in his hear t , 

Owing to indisposi t ion of t h e accomplished ed i to r— 
ol which and of his improvemen t one learns by p r iva t e 
co r respondence—there is no t so m u c h of t he s t r ik ing 
news ot t h e movement in Spanish speaking count r ies as 
usual . Bu t the re a re two of t he severely res t ra ined and 
cur t demons t r a t i ons to be expected in t he Spanish move-
ment : " F o u r Axioms of F ree T r a d e " and " Some Maxims 
re la t ing to Poli t ical E c o n o m y , " good sound Georgian s tuff , 
w i th no wrndy " Economics " to it ! A good bit in large 
t y p e : Almost all t a x e s have been invented m o r e for 
some p r i v a t e a d v a n t a g e t h a n to p rocure higher T r e a s u r y 
receipts . And yet Spa in has a good pro tec t ive tarilf 
p r e t t y well at every s t r ee t corner , and a t ax - f r ee pro-
p r i e t a ry ! ' 

Or. Vitale, of .Montevideo, deals dras t ica l ly wi th t he 
medical apologis ts for landlordism a n d pove r ty who ascribe 
consumpt ion to a calf ' s lack of discret ion in choosing 
p a r e n t s : t he m o d e r n Azazel of a s inful c amp . His pape r 
is ve ry valuable , pa r t i cu la r ly the. figures f rom indus t r ia l 
a reas m J a p a n , such as O s a k a , w h e r e chi ldren do not get 
cow s milk, m e a t is r a re ly ea ten , and t h e na t ive ca t t l e 
a r e i m m u n e to tuberculos is ; bu t t h e h u m a n scourge is as 
bad as m s imilar a reas in E u r o p e . T h a t F r e e T r a d e po in t s 
t h e way is shown by t h e c o n s u m p t i v e d e a t h - r a t e of 11104 
per 100,000: Moscow 387, Pa r i s 383, luxur ious Vienna 314 
Madr id 256. Milan 254. Berl in 257-5, and L o n d o n 166! 
t o th is m a y be compared 71 for New Zealand, where less 
a t t e n t i o n is paid to t he very ra re infection f rom ca t t l e 
t h a n to t h e bl ight of L a n d Monopoly , which slays mill ions 
a n d s h a t t e r s t w e n t y t imes as m a n y , while our doc tors 
a ro worse t h a n si lent . j ^ 
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LAND VALUES 
SUPPLEMENT. 

Extracts from Debates in the House of Commons on Local Rating, and on Sir Grifflth-Boscawen's 

Housing of the Working Classes Bill. 

A P R I L , 1912. 

DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OE COMMONS ON LOCAL RATING AND LAND VALUES. 

MR. WEDGWOOD'S RESOLUTION. 

Wednesday, 6th March, 1912. 

Mr. Wedgwood : I beg t o move, " T h a t , in t h e opinion 
of this House , t h e p resen t m e t h o d of raising local revenues 
ough t to be changed, inasmuch as i t u n d u l y f avou r s some 
r a t epaye r s a n d u n d u l y penalises others , obs t ruc t s indus t ry , 
causes u n e m p l o y m e n t , a n d p reven t s t h e hea l thy g r o w t h 
of our cities, towns , and villages ; and th is House f u r t h e r 
declares t h a t local au thor i t ies should be given t h e power 
of raising local r evenue in such a way t h a t t h e exist ing 
obstacles t o t he e m p l o y m e n t of labour and capi ta l art! 
removed, a n d ra tes imposed ins tead on t h e va lue of t h e 
privilege en joyed b y those who benefi t f r om t h e per form-
ance of publ ic services, namely , u p o n land va lues . " 

I n m o v i n g this Reso lu t ion I a m bringing fo rward one 
of t h e po in t s emphas ised in t he Memorial sen t by 177 
Liberal a n d L a b o u r Members t o t he P r i m e Minister and 
t h e Chancellor of t h e E x c h e q u e r last year . T h e r e were 
two m a i n po in t s in t h a t Memorial , one was t o ob ta in 
relief for t h e local r a t e p a y e r s in t h e bear ing of these burdens , 
which a re real ly na t iona l in character , b y a un i fo rm t a x 
u p o n land values. T h a t I do no t wish t o t ouch to-n ight , 
a l though i t has an i n t i m a t e connect ion wi th t h e Resolut ion 
on t h e Pape r , a n d t h e Resolut ion on t h e P a p e r would 
no t be comple te w i thou t some such general reference 
to land va lue for t h e relief of local ra tes . T h e Resolut ion 
gives t o all local au thor i t i e s t h e power, if t h e y choose 
to exercise i t , of levying ra tes upon land values instead 
of upon land and bui ldings toge ther , ins tead of upon t h e 
annua l va lue of t h e combined hered i taments . This 
quest ion of giving add i t iona l powers to local au thor i t ies 
t o levy r a t e s upon land va lues is of except ional impor t ance 
a t t h e p resen t t ime, because t he T o w n Council of Glasgow-
have recen t ly passed a resolut ion u p o n this sub jec t , and 
have ci rculated t h a t resolut ion t o all t he local au thor i t ies 
in t he coun t ry , including boards of guard ians , w i th over 
10,000 popula t ion , wi th t h e resul t t h a t resolut ions have 
been passed b y local au thor i t ies here, there , a n d every-
where, and t h e resolut ions have been forwarded t o t h e 
Chancellor of t he E x c h e q u e r and local Members of Parl ia-
m e n t . T h e quest ion, therefore , is ve ry m u c h alive a t t h e 
p r t s e n t t i m e in t h e local Press, a n d i t is a l l - impor tan t 
t h a t th is House , too, should discuss t h e quest ion wi th a view 
t o seeing t h a t t h e change is b o t h jus t and in t h e in teres ts 
of t he public . 

T h e Resolut ion d raws a t t en t ion , in t h e first place, to 
t h e inequ i ty of t h e presen t incidence of t h e ra tes , and you 
canno t h a v e t h e inequi ty of t he present sys tem more per-
fect ly exemplif ied t h a n b y t h e case of t h e di f ferent pa r t s of 
London a t t h e p resen t t ime . I n t h e year 1910 t h e poor 
ra te in Pop l a r a m o u n t e d t o no less t h a n 3s. 5d. in t h e £, 
while t h e poor r a t e in t h e par i sh of St . J a m e s ' , West-
mins te r , a m o u n t e d to a penny in t h e £, as aga ins t this 
3s. 5d., a n d in t h e Ci ty of London to decimal "41 of a penny 
in t he £. T h e r e you h a v e an ex t r ao rd ina ry difference 
in t h e incidence of t he presen t ra tes , t h e poores t d is t r ic ts 
hav ing a h e a v y levy to p a y , and t h e rich d is t r ic t s t h e 

smallest r a t e to pay . T h e fact is t h a t these h e a v y ra tes 
borne b y t h e poorer d is t r ic ts are becoming an overwhelming 
burden upon those dis t r ic ts . T h e people working in t h e 
c i ty work in places where t h e ra tes a re low and land values 
high, and t h e y go back t o sleep in these dis t r ic ts where 
t h e land values are low and t h e r a t e s ex to r t iona te ly high. 
One of our chief objec ts is to r e a d j u s t t h a t , t o equalise ra tes 
upon t h e only fair sys tem b y calling u p o n those to contri-
bu t e who e n j o y land va lue m a d e b y the people 's work. 
T h e n as to t h e inequ i ty as be tween persons, we h a v e 
a n o t h e r s t r ik ing example f r o m London . No. 7, Aldersgate , 
in t h e City, a s i te of 10,000 squa re feet , is ra ted a t £2,677 
a year , whereas t h e nex t shop, No. 4 a n d 5, a site of 12,700 
squa re feet , is r a t ed a t nil, because t he re are no bui ldings 
upon it, ye t t h e land va lue of b o t h these sites, whe the r 
bui l t on or no t , is m a i n t a i n e d and c rea ted b y tho expendi-
t u r e of publ ic money in t h e shape of r a tes and b y t h e 
work of t h e commun i ty . W e m a i n t a i n t h a t is inequi tab le 
as be tween b o t h those owners , and t h a t bo th those owners 
should c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e ra tes according to t h e benefi ts 
t h e y receive themselves , according t o t h e land va lue which 
t h e ra tes and publ ic c rea ted for t h e m . 

Therefore , t h e proposal we p u t before t h e House is t h a t 
there should be a change in t h e s t a n d a r d whereby ra tes 
a re levied, and in m a k i n g th is proposal we are mere ly 
following ou t t h e R e p o r t of t h e Select Commit tee on t h e 
Land Values (Scotland) Bill, which repor ted in 1907, and 
which sa t unde r t h e cha i rmansh ip of t he presen t Lord 
Advocate . U p o n t h a t Commi t t ee t he r e sat , no t only 
t h e hon. Member for Holborn (Mr. R e m n a n t ) , whom I see 
opposi te , and who, I believe, is going to oppose th is Resolu-
t ion, b u t also t h e r ight hon . Gen t l eman t h e Member for 
St . Rollox Division (Mr. McKinnon Wood) , who is now 
in t h e Cabine t , and several o ther dis t inguished men , such 
as t h e present Lord Dewar . T h e Commi t t ee repor ted 
exac t ly u p o n t h e lines t h a t we aro propos ing this Resolu t ion 
to-n ight . T h e y desired t o set up a new s t a n d a r d of ra t ing , 
a n d I will read t h e exact words f r o m t h e Repor t of t he 
Commi t t ee :— 

T h e se t t ing u p a s t a n d a r d of r a t ing whereby tho 
r a t epaye r ' s con t r ibu t ion t o t he ra tes is de t e rmined 
by t h e va lue of t h e land which he occupies a p a r t 
f rom bui ldings or i m p r o v e m e n t s upon i t , t h e ob jec t 
being t o ensure t he r a t epaye r ' s con t r ibu t ion , no t by 
t h e va lue of t h e improvemen t s on t h e land t o any ex ten t , 
b u t solely by t h e year ly value of t h e land itself. 

And t h e y wen t on to say t h a t t hey were going— 

to select a s t a n d a r d of r a t ing wh ich will no t h a v e an 
effect of p lacing the b u r d e n u p o n indus t ry . Hence t h e 
proposal t o exclude f r o m the s t a n d a r d the va lue of 
buildings, erect ions of all kinds, and fixed mach ine ry . 
T o include these in t h e r a t i ng t ends to discourage i n d u s t r y 
and en te rp r i se : to exclude t h e m has t h e opposi te effect. 

A 
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A n d t h e y gave as a jus t i f ica t ion for t he adop t ion of t h e 
new s t a n d a r d of r a t i n g t h e f ac t :— 

t h a t land owes t h e crea t ion a n d m a i n t e n a n c e of i ts 
va lue t o t h e presence, en terpr i se , a n d e x p e n d i t u r e of 
t h e su r round ing c o m m u n i t y . 
So t h a t t h e y laid down qu i t e wisely, n o t only t h e 

exped ien t resul ts which were h o u n d t o follow f rom t h e 
t a x i n g of land value , b u t also t h e jus t i f ica t ion in t h a t i t 
was recover ing for t h e publ ic t h a t value t h a t publ ic c rea ted . 
One o the r q u o t a t i o n f r o m t h e R e p o r t :— 

If t h e va lue of b a r e land , a p a r t f r o m i m p r o v e m e n t s , 
be chosen as t h e m e a s u r e by which t o fix con t r ibu t ions 
t o local expend i tu re , t h e r a t e p a y e r will be mere ly restor-
ing t o t h e exchequer of t h e local a u t h o r i t y p a r t of t h a t 
which he has de r ived f r o m it . 
T h e r e you h a v e in t h e c learest l anguage t h e considered 

Repor t of t h e Select C o m m i t t e e r ep resen t ing bot h sides of t he 
House , and pres ided over b y a dist inguished lawyer . I do not 
t h ink t h a t a n y words of m i n e can possibly improve or 
m a k e clearer t h e ob j ec t s t h e y have in view or t h e just if ica-
t ion of t h e Report t h e y m a k e . W h a t I w a n t t o do is t o get 
t h e H o u s e t o endorse t h e R e p o r t of t h a t Commi t t ee , 
and t h e r e b y urge u p o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h e a d o p t i o n a t t h e 
earliest possible m o m e n t of legislation which will h a v e 
tho effect of t r a n s l a t i n g th is Reso lu t ion in to law, giving 
local au thor i t i e s t h e power t hey do no t possess to r a t e 
land values , a n d to exempt f r o m r a t i ng all bui ldings a n d 
i m p r o v e m e n t s u p o n t h e land. Ait A m e n d m e n t is to be 
m o v e d t o th is Reso lu t ion b y t h e hon. M e m b e r for H o l b o r n 
(Mr. R e m n a n t ) , who has s t rong ly opposed t h e T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values , b o t h in season a n d ou t of season, jus t as 
1 h a v e s u p p o r t e d it . T h e hon . M e m b e r for Ho lbo rn 
opposed th is s y s t e m of r a t i ng of l and values du r ing t h e 
Conserva t ive A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 1900 j u s t as he does now, 
b u t it is no t iceab le t h a t u n d e r t h e Conserva t ive Admin i s t r a -
t ion of 1900-6 he h a d b e h i n d h i m b y no m e a n s t he unani -
mous s u p p o r t of t h o Conserva t ive p a r t y of t h a t d a y . 
A Bill was in t roduced Session a f t e r Session a n d was carr ied 
in t h a t Conserva t ive House b y increasing ma jo r i t i e s as 
years w e n t on. I t h i n k no less t h a n th i r ty - f ive Members 
of t h e Conserva t ive p a r t y v o t e d in f a v o u r of t h e r a t ing of 
land values , and it w a s ab ly s u p p o r t e d in t h e House a n d 
ou ts ide by t h e hon. Member for \ \ est T o x t e t h and t h e lion. 
M e m b e r for t h e E v e r t o n Divis ion of Liverpool , b v t h e 
la te Sir G. B a r t l y a n d Sir Alber t Rol l i t . 

I do n o t t h i n k t h e Conserva t ive p a r t y a re solid in the i r 
oppos i t ion t o t h e r a t i n g of land values , or t o giving local 
au thor i t i e s t h e op t ion of r a t i n g land values . E v e r since 
t he B u d g e t of 1909-10 we h a v e had s t a t e m e n t s f r o m 
responsible m e m b e r s of t he Conse rva t ive p a r t y suppor t i ng 
the r a t i n g of land va lues as opposed t o t h e T a x a t i o n of 
L a n d Values. 1 hope we shall h a v e to -n igh t f r o m some 
Conserva t ive M e m b e r r ep resen t ing t h e Liverpool dis t r ic t 
some suppor t for t h e pr inciple which t h e Members repre-
sen t ing Liverpool s u p p o r t e d in t h e old days , a n d which 
c i rcumstances still d e m a n d t h e y should suppo r t wi th even 
g rea te r emphas i s t h a n t h e y d id t e n years ago. If t h e con-
di t ions of housing were bud t e n yea r s ago t h e y are worse 
now, a n d if t he condi t ions of Liverpool was u n k n o w n 
then t o t h e general public i t is be t t e r known now. T h e 
only w a y t o i m p r o v e hous ing sa t i s fac tor i ly is to t a k e 
t h e t a x e s off houses, and m a k e the bu i ld ing of houses 
as f r ee as possible. 1 wish t o emphas ise th i s appoal t o 
Conserva t ives by p u t t i n g to t h e m t h e s t a t e m e n t , first of all, 
of t h e r ight hon. Gen t l eman t h e l a te leader of t h e T o r y 
p a r t y ; a n d , secondly, a s t a t e m e n t m a d e b y t h e Noble 
Lord t h e Member for H i t ch in (Lord R o b e r t Cecil). T h e 
senior Member for t h e Ci ty of L o n d o n (Mr. Ba l four ) speaking 
on 17th N o v e m b e r , 1909, ut Manches te r , a f t e r t h e Budget 
had been in t roduced , said :— 

T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values for r a t ing purposes is 
l eg i t imate if i t c an be shown tha t t h e land or t he va lues 
which you desire t o r a t e a re va lues which a re no t p a y i n g 
the i r fa i r share of t h e local rates . . . . T h o T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values is real ly no in te r fe rence wi th secur i ty— 
it only m e a n s t h a t t h a t which does gain b y the r a t e s 
should c o n t r i b u t e t o t he ra tes . 

At t h e presen t t i m e we h a v e before us a proposi t ion 
t o spend £875,000 of t h e r a t epaye r s ' m o n e y upon m a k i n g 
t h e g r ea t new a v e n u e t o t h e wes t of L o n d o n by t h e extension 
of Cromwell R o a d . I t is t r u e t h a t t h e Gove rnmen t and t h e 

R o a d B o a r d F u n d is finding £875,000, and t h e r a t e p a y e r s 
a re also called u p o n t o p a y a n o t h e r £875,000. As every 
business m a n knows per fec t ly well, a f t e r declar ing t h a t such 
a road will be m a d e , a n d t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t is p r epa red 
t o find m o n e y for t h e creat ion of i t , t h e i m m e d i a t e result 

! is t o increase t h e va lue of land no t on ly a long t h e line of 
rou te , b u t also over t h e vas t d is t r ic t t a p p e d b y t h e new 
road a t i ts e x t r e m i t y . This is a n obvious case where t h e 
expend i tu r e of r a t epaye r s ' m o n e y will increase t h e va lue 
of land, a n d surely, if ever t he r e was a case for t h e r a t i ng 
of land va lues this is one. T h e Noble Lord t h e Member 
for H i t c h i n is k n o w n as an economist , and t h i s is wha t 
he s a y s : — 

You h a v e a l r eady the pr inciple t h a t land con t r i bu t e s 
to t h e local ra tes , a n d t h e ques t ion is whe the r t h e ra tes 
should be levied upon t h e improved va lue or u p o n t h e 
site va lue . This is a fair sub jec t for discussion, a n d I 
do no t t h i n k a n y o n e would suggest t h a t t h e a l t e ra t ion 
f r o m improved v a l u e to 6ite va lue is Socialism, or any 
e x t r a v a g a n t or novel proposi t ion. 

I canno t , of course, c laim t h e Noble Lord as a suppo r t e r 
of mine, bu t 1 can claim h i m as a fair suppo r t e r of a 
sys t em which invo lves change. And as j u s t i f y i n g t h a t 
change , b o t h these po in t s are m a d e clearly in t h e Repor t 
of t he Select Commi t t ee presided over b y the Lord Advoca t e 
which 1 h a v e read t o t h e House . T h e r e are o the r A m e n d -
m e n t s down in t he n a m e s of Members of t h e Conserva t ive 
p a r t y voicing t h e usua l Conservat ive way of shelving t h e 
issue by p leading urgency. Hon . Members oppos i te know 
the re is 110 a rguable case agains t th is change in t h e basis 
of ra t ing , b u t they a rgue very speciously t h a t t h e va lua t ion 
under t h e B u d g e t of 1909-10 is n o t comple te a n d canno t 
lie comple te unt i l 1915, and , therefore , t hey say some th ing 
should be done immedia te ly t o rel ieve t h e i m m e d i a t e 
diff icul ty, knowing ful l well t h a t a n y t h i n g wliich is done 
will p re jud ice t h e case and m a k e i t more difficult to br ing 
a b o u t th is change in t h e basis of r a t i ng sa t i s fac to ry when 
the va lua t ion is comple ted . T h e only answer of hon . 
Members oil th is side of t h e H o u s e is t h a t t h e va lua t ion 
mus t be has tened a n d m u s t not be allowed t o go on un t i l 
1915. T h e va lua t ion is going on a t t h e p re sen t t ime, 
pe rhaps a t a sl ightly accelerated pace, bu t no hope has been 
held ou t , a n d under t h e exist ing sys tem I do n o t t h ink 
any h o p e can be held ou t to us t h a t t he r e will be a n y g rea t 
an t i c ipa t ion of t h e d a t e which has been men t ioned , name ly , 
March, 1915. 

T h e real po in t which I and t h e 170 hon. Members who 
signed t h a t Memorial wish to urge u p o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
is t h a t th i s va lua t ion should be simplified, a n d the reby 
the d a t e when it should be comple ted would be an t i c ipa t ed . 
W e do no t w a n t t h e buildings, mach ine ry , a n d factor ies 
va lued , bu t we w a n t t o get t h e ful l s i te va lue , a n d if we 
only ask for t h e full s i te value, and if t h e va luers only seek 
to ob t a in t h a t , we shall get it in six m o n t h s ins tead of fou r 
years . You want t o s impl i fy t h e sys t em of v a l u a t i o n , 
and if t h e G o v e r n m e n t aro seriously going t o s u p p o r t u s 
in tliis quest ion, t h e only sa t i s fac to ry answer t h e y can 
give t o t h e r a t e p a y e r s and hon . Gen t l emen opposi te is 
t o show t h a t they a r e going to h a s t e n t h i s va lua t ion . W e 
had a promise f r o m t h e Chancellor of t h e E x c h e q u e r 
last yea r ex t r ac t ed by the lion, a n d gal lant Member for 
Chelmsford (Mr. P r e t y m a n ) t h a t t h e r e would be some sor t 
of inqu i ry in to the exist ing sys t em of land va lua t ion a n d 
land t a x a t i o n t o see if t he present sys t em could no t be 
simplified. T h e presen t sys t em can be simplified b y 
leaving ou t all ques t ions as to improvemen t s . T h e ques t ion 
of t a x a t i o n can be simplified enormous ly if we d r o p these 
i r r i ta t ing and unsa t i s f ac to ry t axes like t h e I n c r e m e n t 
D u t y , t h e Revers ion D u t y , a n d t h e Undeve loped L a n d 
D u t y , and go for one s t ra igh t t a x on land values. You 
are mere ly m a k i n g difficulties a n d m a k i n g h a r d cases b y 
pers is t ing in these ex t remely unsa t i s f ac to ry l ialf-way 
houses t owards t axa t i on . W h a t we w a n t , w h a t t h e people 
in t h e L a n d Union w a n t , a n d w h a t all p r o p e r t y owners 
w a n t is a per fec t ly s imple a n d s t r a igh t fo rward t a x , and 
for t h a t we only w a n t a simple a n d s t r a igh t fo rward va lua-
tion. 1 w a n t to remind the G o v e r n m e n t t h a t a n y remission 
of r a tes whereby t h e money is f o u n d o u t of t he Consol idated 
F u n d , or ou t of tho pocke ts of t he general t a x p a y e r , is 
really a p resen t to t h e landlord a t t he p resen t t ime. I t is 
merely an extens ion of t h e Agr icul tura l R a t i n g Act of 1896. 
I t is a r educ t ion in r a t e s coupled w i t h t h e increased t a x a t i o n 



April, 1912. Land Values Supplement. 

of t h e whole c o m m u n i t y , and it is going to be of no assis tance 
to t h e c o m m u n i t y in t h e long run . I will quote , in suppor t 
of m y s t a t e m e n t , t h e v iew of Professor Marshall , a f t e r all t he 
leading economist a t t h e present t ime in t he coun t ry , if not 
in t h e world. H e says in his evidence before t he Koval 
( ommiss ion, repor ted in 1901 : 

Any remission of ra tes 011 agr icul tura l land would 
be a present of publ ic p rope r ty to t he owners, a small 
par t being caught by t b e f a rmer s on tbe way. 

' h a t is t h e view of o u r leading economist , and it was t h e 
view also of every Liberal s t a t e s m a n in 1800. when this 
Agricul tura l R a t i n g Act was before the coun t ry . I th ink 
it is necessary t o remind the Government of it at this day , 
when all these different suggest ions of assist ing the rate-
payer a re being made . There is only one honest way 
of assist ing the r a t e p a y e r , ttnd t h a t is by raising t h e money 
to provide t h e relief b y a un i fo rm tax on land values. 
I hope t h e Governmen t will give t h e Resolut ion their suppor t . 
I bel ieve f r o m t h e point of view of the Liberal p a r t y it is 
essential they should t a k e u p sound Liberal ism such as 
this : t h e relief of i ndus t ry f rom t axa t i on a n d t h e breaking 
down of monopolies. Along these two lines Liberalism 
will p rosper in t h e coun t ry , and so will t h e coun t ry prosper 
unde r such Liberalism. 

Sir W. Byles : I have risen to second the Motion ablv 
moved b y m y hon. F r i end a n d r edoub tab l e advoca t e of t he 
cause t h a t he has been pleading. T h e sub jec t is one 
not only w o r t h y of discussion in this House, b u t one which 
calls for a speedy r emedy . T h e r e is a pressing need for a 
speedy r emedy . In t h e borough of Salford, which I have 
the honou r t o represent , we h a v e a popu la t ion of 2:?5,000 
or so, mos t ly poor people, and our ra tes a re 8s. lOd. in t h e 
£. The re a re m a n y grosser cases t h a n t h a t . Our poor 
ra te a lone is Is. 10d., a l t hough we are s ingularly f o r t u n a t e , 
because, besides t h e benef i t of old age pensions which we 
e « j o y , we h a v e the a d v a n t a g e of a ve ry rich c h a r i t y . Boo th ' s 
Char i ty , which brings in £18,(100 a year , a n d ' which is 
d i s t r i bu ted to t h e poor of Salford. T h e land f rom which 
t h a t income is der ived was left by a Mr. H u m p h r e y Booth 
two or t h r e e centur ies ago. 

Mr. Booth : The re a re two of t h e m . 
Sir W. Byles : T h e land t hen b rough t in £10 a year . 

Now our income is £18,000 a year . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g this 
large c h a r i t y a n d old age pensions our poor r a t e is Is. lOd. 
in t h e £. This weighs very heavily on our poor people. 
Manches ter , of which we are pract ical ly a p a r t , has in one 
area demolished a lot of co t tage s lum p r o p e r t y and has 
bui l t large warehouses, which of course h a v e a m u c h higher 
ra teab le value. T h e effect of t h a t has been t o pull down 
the poor r a t e in t h a t a r ea Is. in t h e £. I t is at any r a t e 
Is. in t h e £ less t h a n we h a v e to pay in Salford. but t he poor 
who were housed in t h a t a rea of Manches ter have come 
to live in Salford. Therefore , we have not only a m u c h 
lower r a t eab le value, bu t we have m a n y more poor to keep. 
T h e poor r a t e is only one of several na t ional services which 
have been imposed by Pa r l i amen t upon local author i t ies . 
The incidence of these charges, m a n y of t h e m new or 
increased charges, falls very unequa l ly on different r a t ing 
areas. T h e Royal Commission in 1901 dist inguishes 
be tween nat ional and local services, and quotes t h e poor 
ra te , t h e educat ion ra te , and the ma in t enance of ma in 
roads as services which a re nat ional . T h e cost is t ho rough ly 
unequal owing to t h e fac t tha t t he ra teab le va lue of these 
different a reas varies so much . Th i s affects poor boroughs 
much more t h a n r ich boroughs. I m a y men t ion as one 
example t h e difference between Manchester a n d Salford. 
T h e r a t eab le va lue per head of popula t ion in Manches ter 
is 6 '48 per cent . , and in Salford it is only 4'26 per cent . 
T h e du t ies we have to d ischarge are pract ical ly t he s ame 
in p ropor t ion to t he popula t ion , b u t t he effect upon the 
ra tes is ve ry unequal as agains t Salford. One might t a k e 
ano the r i l lustrat ion, refer r ing th i s t ime to educat ion and 
not to t he Poor Law. I n B o u r n e m o u t h the educat ion r a t e 
is only 9{d.. whereas in Salford it is Is. 7 | d . This difference 
is due t o t he greater r a t eab le va lue per head of popula t ion . 
There a re far fewer chi ldren in r icher towns like Bourne-
m o u t h t o educa te t h a n in poor towns like Sulford. There-
fore, we h a v e greater obl igat ions imposed upon us wi th 
a m u c h lower ra teab le value, and t h e Excheque r Orants-
in-Aid which we are supposed t o receive should be in t h e 
inverse ra t io to t h a t which t hey are at present . They 

should be less to t h e rich and more to t he poor dis t r ic t . 
I lie power to r a t e land values is most import a n t . New 

sources of revenue a re necessary. Very large sums are 
t aken away every year f rom our borough : wea l th which 
is created by local industr ies is t a k e n away by persons who 
con t r ibu te no th ing w h a t e v e r to its creat ion. Tens and 
hundreds and t housands of pounds a re t aken away f rom 
the borough of Salford every yea r by large landowners, 
by noble lords and great ecclesiastics ; it is weal th which 
has been crea ted by t h e citizens of Sulford, and it is t aken 
away by those who con t r ibu te no th ing towards t he great 
municipal deve lopments which a r e enriching t h e m . This 
is a mons t rous and gross injust ice w hich Par l iament ought 
to set to r emedy . 1 do not want to speak ill of t he land-
lords. I have no d o u b t , if I were f o r t u n a t e enough to be 
a landlord, I should act in t h e s ame way as they do. but it 
does a lways seem to me that t be sys tem is wrong, and the rent 
receiver and the rent p:iyer should in just ice change places. 
W e havo t o live on t h e land, and t h e m a n who takes a 
piece a w a y and encloses it should pay for t he privilege. 
But it is m u c h less t h a n tha t we a re asking for to -day . 
At a n y ra te , we are only asking for a con t r ibu t ion . I 
hope we shall go on. If you t a x houses you m a k e t hem 
clearer ; if you t ax land you m a k e it cheaper . T h e one 
leads to scarci ty ; t he o ther to plenty . In propor t ion 
as you p u t it on to t he land and t a k e it off t he houses t he 
resul t is more houses a n d more land. Vou get b o t h an 
increase of houses and of land I m e a n , of course, ava i lable 
land. I could give i l lus t ra t ions f rom New Zealand and 
New S o u t h Wales, where t he t h ing lias ac tua l ly been put 

: into opera t ion , and where the ollicial au thor i t ies a re able 
to repor t upon it as a comple te success. In conclusion, 

j let m e say tliat the na t ion is a t th is m o m e n t , and 1 a m 
| sure we a re pa infu l ly a w a r e of it, conf ron ted by very 
| g rave perils arising f rom the d iscontent of its working 
j popula t ion . May I tell t h e House t h e most solemn political 
| convict ion t h a t I have ar r ived a t a t t h e end of a long life ? 

ft is t h a t p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y in land is the root of all these 
j t roubles . As long as t h e land is ma in t a ined by our laws, 
: t ied u p b y t h e lawyers ' pa r chmen t s , defended by our 

soldiers a n d sailors, it will ensure t h e se r fdom or semi-
ser fdom of our popula t ion . If t h e land on which we live 
and on which we m u s t live and must work it is as necessary 
t o us as t he air we b r e a t h e - belonged to us instead of t o a 
handfu l of us, each m a n would get t h e jus t reward of his 
skill and labour. The re would be no need for Insurance 
Acts or Old Age Pension Acts, t he r e would be f r eedom 
and plenty' for all. Some (lay t h e na t ion will, in t he 
favour i t e phrase of Mr. Henry George- [Hon. M e m b e r s : 

Hear, bear '}—I am glad t o hear m y hero 's n a m e cheered 
f rom the o the r side see t h e ca t , a n d t hen it will en te r 
in to its r igh t fu l heri tage. 

Mr. R e m n a n t : I beg to move as an A m e n d m e n t lo 
leave out f rom the word " T h a t " to t h e end of t he Quest ion , 
in order to insert ins tead thereof t he words : 

This House, while recognising t h e claim of r a t e p a y e r s 
to subs t an t i a l relief, is of opinion that, such relief should 
be sought in t he provis ion of new sources of loeal 
revenue, in accordance with t h e r ecommenda t ions of t he 
Royal Commission on Local T a x a t ion, a n d no t in increased 
t axa t ion of t h a t fo rm of p rope r ty which a l ready bears 
an excessive share of bo th Imper ia l and loeal burdens . 
All who h a v e l istened t o tho hon. Gen t l emen who Moved 

and Seconded th is Motion mus t agree t ha t they h a v e p u t 
their case in more m o d e r a t e l anguage t h a n the advoca te s 
of t he Single T a x and t h e To ta l T a x a t i o n of land are 
accus tomed to do. 1 do not propose to go too m u c h 
into detai l in reference to th i s i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r , because 
it would t a k e too long, b u t if I m a y refer to one or two 
poin ts men t ioned by t h e two hon. Gent lemen, i t would be 
to d i spu te w h a t they h a v e said r a the r t h a n t o en t e r in to 
serious a r g u m e n t agains t it. T h e Mover of t h e Motion 
referred to t h e Select Commi t t ee on t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values for Scot land, of which I was a member . I was one 
of four represen t ing our side of t h e House, as agains t more 
t h a n twice t h a t n u m b e r of hon. Gen t lemen f rom t h e o ther 
side, near ly all of whom were membors of wha t is now the 
Uni ted Commi t t ee for t he T a x a t i o n of Land Values, which 
is t h e only Commi t t ee in exis tence which seems t o car ry 
ou t t he principles laid d o w n by t h e la te Mr. Hen ry George. 
T h e repor t to which t h e lion. Gen t l eman referred was t he 

1 report, of t h e m a j o r i t y . T do no t admi t t h a t I agreed 
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w i t h t h a t r epor t . If we had been al lowed to in t roduce 
our repor t , t h e hon . G e n t l e m a n would h a v e seen, w h a t h e 
can see now, w h a t we t h o u g h t u p o n t h e sub jec t we were 
a p p o i n t e d t o discuss. Coming t o m y A m e n d m e n t I c a n n o t 
help r e m a r k i n g t h a t a l t hough one p ro found ly disagrees 
wi th t h e conclusions a n d a r g u m e n t s of t h e Mover , we 
canno t b u t admi re t h e consis tency w i t h which t h e hon . 
Member a lways comes back t o a n y a t t a c k on t h e r a t i ng 
sys t em of th i s coun t ry . T h e hon. G e n t l e m a n will surely 
agree t h a t this is a s ingular ly i n a p p r o p r i a t e t i m e t o br ing 
fo rward such a Motion. H e k n o w s per fec t ly well a Depa r t -
m e n t a l Commi t t ee was a p p o i n t e d in Apr i l last year , and is 
still s i t t ing , t o deal wi th th is m a t t e r . T h e t e r m s of reference 
t o t h a t Commi t t ee were :— 

T o inqui re in to t h e changes which h a v e t a k e n place 
in t h e re la t ions be tween Local a n d Impe r i a l t a x a t i o n 
since t h e R e p o r t of tho R o y a l Commission on Local 
T a x a t i o n in 1901, t o e x a m i n e t h e several proposa ls 
m a d e in tho R e p o r t of t h e R o y a l Commission, a n d t o 
m a k e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s on t h e sub jec t t o H i s Ma je s ty ' s 
G o v e r n m e n t wi th a view t o t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of legisla-
t ion a t an ear ly da t e . 
W e m a y disagree, as a good m a n y of us do, wi th t h e 

composi t ion of t h a t Commi t t ee , b u t t h a t is no reason w h y 
we should ignore i ts existence. Th i s is no t t h e first a t t e m p t 
of t h e lion. G e n t l e m a n t o p r e j u d g e t h a t m a t t e r . As 
recent ly as t h e D e b a t e on t h e Address , m y r igh t hon . 
F r i e n d t h o Member for F u l h a m (Mr. H a y e s Fisher ) m o v e d 
an A m e n d m e n t , t o wh ich t h e hon . Member t r i ed t o a d d 
a f u r t h e r A m e n d m e n t , urg ing t h e G o v e r n m e n t to h a s t e n 
t h e va lua t i on of these s i te values. Sure ly t h e hon . Gentle-
m a n does n o t fo rge t w h a t t h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r 
said in reference t o his p rocedure on t h a t occasion. T h e 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r said :— 

My hon. F r i e n d will no t expec t m e t o express a n y 
opinion on t h e l a t t e r p a r t of his A m e n d m e n t as t o t h e 
ques t ion of local t a x a t i o n . I a m anx ious n o t t o express 
a n y def ini te opinion unt i l t h e C o m m i t t e e repor t s . I t 
would no t be fa i r because t h a t would be express ing an 
opin ion on t h e whole case be fore we h a v e got t h e repor t 
oi t h e Commi t t ee t h a t has been a p p o i n t e d expressly t o 
advise t h e G o v e r n m e n t on t h a t pa r t i cu l a r sub jec t . 

I do n o t say t h e hon . 'Gen t l eman d id i t in ten t iona l ly , b u t 
surely h e is now ask ing t h e H o u s e t o t a k e a course which 
has been condemned b y t h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r 
so recen t ly as last m o n t h as being a course which was n o t 
fa i r u n d e r exis t ing c i rcumstances . 

Mr. Leif Jones : T h e hon . Member is m o v i n g an A m e n d -
m e n t which commi t s t h e House in t h e s ame way . 

Mr. Remnant : A n d if I could havo d o n e so I would 
h a v e m o v e d a n abso lu t e nega t ive t o t h e Mot ion. B u t 
we h a v e th is m a t t e r t o deal w i t h to -n igh t , a n d it is an 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e t i m e t o do it . I agree w i t h t h e hon . Member 
in desi r ing t h a t some revision should t a k e p lace of our 
p re sen t r a t i n g sys tem, b u t u p o n ent i re ly d i f fe ren t g rounds . 
T h e o u t s t a n d i n g in jus t i ce is t o - d a y t h a t an u n d u l y large 
share of our local, as well as Imper i a l , t a x a t i o n is levied in 
respect of land a n d houses. T h e R o y a l Commiss ioners on 
Local T a x a t i o n , in the i r R e p o r t p resen ted in 1901, po in ted 
ou t t h a t , while personal p r o p e r t y sub jec t to Imper i a l 
t a x a t i o n is a b o u t t l i ree t imes as g rea t as real p r o p e r t y 
so t axab le , y e t non - r a t eab l e p r o p e r t y con t r ibu te s t o local 
objec ts , if e l emen ta ry educa t ion is excluded, on ly a l i t t le 1 

over 6 per cent , of t h e whole expend i tu re , a n d near ly 83 
per cent , falls u p o n t h e ra tes . T h e R e p o r t goes on to s a y 
t h a t in order t o rel ieve tliis i nequa l i t y t h e Commissioners 
p ropose t h a t t h e r e should be an increased p a y m e n t for 
D e a t h Dut ies on pe r sona l ty for local purposes , t h a t t h e 
t r ans f e r of t r a d i n g licences a n d of e s t ab l i shmen t licences 
shall be m a d e comple te , and t h a t power shall be given 
t o increase the i r a m o u n t while t h e a s s ignment t o local 
pu rposes of a fixed por t ion of t h e I n c o m e T a x is said 
t o be deserv ing of considera t ion. T h a t was t h o Ma jo r i t y 
R e p o r t . If we go a l i t t le f u r t h e r we shall see t h a t t h e 
Minor i ty R e p o r t on g round va lues proposes on owners 
s i te va lue r a t e only as a make -we igh t t o a c c o m p a n y 
" increased provis ion m a d e b y t h e S t a t e in a id of services 
locally a d m i n i s t e r e d , " a n d it goes on t o j u s t i f y such a r a t e 
on t h e g round t h a t it would be " coun te r -ba lanced b y t h e 
relief p roposed t o be g r an t ed in t h e shape of increased 
s u b v e n t i o n s . " I t h i n k I m a y fa i - ly claim t h a t b o t h t h e 

Minor i ty a n d t h e M a j o r i t y R e p o r t s of t h e Commissioners 
in 1901 s u p p o r t t h e pr inc ip le embodied in m y A m e n d m e n t . 
I t seems t o m e t h a t t h e theo ry on which t h e hon . Member 
proposes t o r econs t ruc t our r a t i ng sys t em would b y no 
m e a n s j u s t i f y his own conclusions. T h e t h e o r y is itself 
unsound , a n d i t has been a b a n d o n e d b y m o d e r n economis ts 
of r epu te . T h e theo ry of t a x a t i o n now recognised as 
correct is n o t t a x a t i o n according t o benef i ts received 
b u t according t o abi l i ty t o pay . T h e f u n d a m e n t a l pr inciple 
of our t a x a t i o n , if I m a y borrow t h e defini t ion of a well-
k n o w n economist , Professor S m a r t , would be t h a t t h e 
p resen t s y s t e m is an equal sacrifice of p a y m e n t b y every 
citizen for general services rendered t o him. T h e hon. 
G e n t l e m a n a n d his F r i ends propose, ins tead of t a x i n g 
people in p ropor t ion t o the i r means , t o t a x some a n d t o 
e x e m p t o thers , for t h e s imple reason t h a t the i r m o n e y 
happens t o be inves ted in d i f ferent ways . T h e hon. 
Member who moved t h e Reso lu t ion said t h a t all p r o p e r t y 
owners w a n t a s t r a igh t fo rward t a x . I agree. Those 
whom I know w a n t a s t r a igh t fo rward , fair , equ i t ab le and 
logical t a x , a n d t hey do no t see w h y one fo rm of p r o p e r t y 
should be prac t ica l ly f r ee while ano the r , which h a s a lways 
been considered commercia l ly in te rchangeab le w i t h ano the r 
f o rm of p rope r ty , should h a v e m o s t of t h e b u r d e n t h r o w n 
on i t , T h e owners of capi ta l inves ted in land, according 
t o some hon. Gen t lemen opposi te , however poor t h e y 
m a y be, a re prac t ica l ly t o p a y every th ing , while t h e owners 
of capi ta l invested in o the r ways , however r ich t h e y m a y be, 
a re prac t ica l ly t o p a y no th ing . I t would t a k e a g r ea t deal 
t o pe r suade t h e c o m m u n i t y t h a t t h a t is a n y t h i n g b u t a 
scandalous scheme. 

M a y I give a n ins tance of a m a n who, ou t of his savings, 
leaves t o liis th ree daugh te r s , £1,000 each. To t h e first he 
leaves a house of t h e e s t ima ted va lue of £1,000, half of 
which is supposed t o represent t h e s i te value . To t h e 
second he leaves £1,000 in Consols, and t o t h e t h i r d £1,000 
in foreign bonds . On w h a t principle of r ight or jus t ice 
can i t be u rged t h a t pract ica l ly half t h e va lue of w h a t he 
gives t o one d a u g h t e r is t o be confiscated, while t h e o thers 
are p rac t ica l ly exempt , T h e two d a u g h t e r s who escape 
t a x a t i o n e n j o y a privilege which is en joyed b y every 
mil l ionaire who happens no t to h a v e inves ted his m o n e y 
in land , b u t in o ther fo rms of p rope r ty . A defence of sucli 
an in jus t ice would ha rd ly be m a d e ou ts ide Colney H a t c h . 
T h e levying of r a tes according t o benef i t s received would, 
if logically appl ied, ins tead of be ing illogically appl ied, 
as t h e hon . G e n t l e m a n proposes, p roduce resul ts which he 
a n d his F r i ends would no t desire. May I t a k e t h e E d u c a -
t ion R a t e , which is levied for t h e pu rpose of p rov id ing 
schools for t h e working classes. On th i s benef i t s t heo ry 
t h e working class ough t to find t h e whole of t h e cost . [An 
Hon . M e m b e r : " T h e y d o . " ] T h a t is t h e first t ime I 
knew i t . 

Mr. Wedgwood : T h e y p a y it in r e n t a t p resen t . 
Mr. Remnant : If y o u t a k e t h e Poor R a t e , t h e same 

would h a p p e n there , a n d none of t h e owners of p r o p e r t y 
would be in t h e e m p l o y m e n t of t h e so-called privilege. 
T h e adop t ion of th is pr inciple m i g h t indeed lead to one 
resul t wh ich I should approve , a n d t h a t is t h a t w e should 
get an end t o t h e d e m a n d for t h e r a t i ng of v a c a n t land. 
Af te r all, r a t e s are s p e n t in sa t i s fy ing t h e needs of t h e 
i n h a b i t a n t s of houses, a n d in so f a r a s land is v a c a n t the re is 
scarcely a n y need for ra tes . Bui ld ing land has no popula t ion 
requi r ing l ight ing or repai rs of s t ree ts , t h e provis ion of a 
police force, a n d t h e suppo r t of t h e poor. T h e hon. 
Member ' s principle, if correct , and if fair ly appl ied , would 
t e n d to e x e m p t a class whom he a n d his f r iends were 
mos t anx ious should n o t escape t a x a t i o n . No d o u b t t h e 
hon. Member will say t h a t v a c a n t l and owes wha t capi ta l 
va lue i t has t o t h e exis tence of t he ne ighbour ing popu la t ion . 
[An H o n . Member : " And t h e expend i tu r e of r a t e s . " ] 
Yes, Sir, a n d exac t ly t h e s ame th ing m a y be sa id of any 
fo rm of p rope r ty . T h e r e is no f o r m of p rope r ty , exis t ing 
or imag ina ry , which does no t owe i t s va lue to t h e public . 
W i t h o u t t h e public t h e r e could be no d e m a n d . 1 hope 
t h e House will re jec t t h e Motion on th ree grounds . I n t h e 
first place, i t is c o n t r a r y to t he R o y a l Commission R e p o r t 
of 1901 ; secondly, th i s is an i napprop r i a t e t ime t o br ing 
fo rward t h e Motion, while a Commi t t ee a p p o i n t e d t o deal 
wi th t h e sub jec t is ac tua l ly s i t t i n g ; a n d t h i r d l y , t h e 
Motion is based, as I believe, upon a t heo ry which is 
economica l ly u n s o u n d a n d etli ically unfair. 
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Sir Alfred Cripps : I rise to second the A m e n d m e n t 
proposed by m y hon. Fr iend . If we were discussing r a t e s 
as a p a r t f r o m t a x a t i o n , we should havo a ve ry compl ica ted 
ques t ion before us. B u t when we come to t h e views p u t 
fo rward b y t h e Seconder of t h e Motion, deal ing wi th 
m a t t e r s of t a x a t i o n a n d singling ou t w h a t he calls t h e 
res to ra t ion of publ ic p rope r ty due to tho publ ic , t hen 
we a re deal ing wi th a n ent i rely different m a t t e r — a m a t t e r 
so d i f ferent t h a t if I were answer ing t h e Seconder only I 
should say , " Y o u a re s imply br inging fo rward a m e t h o d 
of confiscat ion, pu re a n d simple, and no t deal ing wi th t h o 
pr inciple of r a tes a n d t axa t i on a t a l l ." I say so bocause 
exac t ly t h e s ame a r g u m e n t which he applies to land m i g h t 
be appl ied to a vas t n u m b e r of o ther sources of weal th 
in th i s coun t ry , wi th t h e resul t t h a t you would seek to begin 
confiscat ion where you t h o u g h t it was mos t popular , and 
you would h a v e t o ca r ry on t h e process agains t o thers 
if y o u a r e t o b e in a n y sense logical a t all. 

W h e n wo were considering th is m a t t e r on tho Royal 
Commission, I do no t go too fa r in saying t h a t I beliove 
we were all agreed, if we could do so, t h a t a heavier and no t 
a l ighter b u r d e n ough t to be p u t on business or professional 
men u n d e r those condit ions. B u t how can t h e hon. 
Member say t h a t th is would bo done when, undor t h e 
t e r m s of th is Reso lu t ion logically carr ied ou t , t h e exist ing 
b u r d e n on t h e occupier of these premises or chamber s 
would be t a k e n away , and t h e y would no t p a y a penny 
of b u r d e n as regards t h e r a t e s of t he locali ty in f u t u r e , 
t h o u g h t h e y m i g h t benefi t t o a n ex t r ao rd ina ry ex t en t ? 
T h e y m i g h t be people who used t h e roads wi th m o t o r 
cars, a n d possibly r ich people, people who got a n enormous 
a d v a n t a g e ou t of t h e t own popu la t ion as doc tors or pro-
fessional m e n ; b u t I canno t conceive primd facie a n y 
scheme more d i rec t ly opposed to t h e t r u e principle of 
sp read ing local t a x a t i o n so t h a t those who receive t h e 
benefi t should share t h e b u r d e n t h a n b y seeking to p u t 
all these ra tes on one class of p r o p e r t y only, namely , 
si te values. W h e n I come b y and b y to say w h a t I h a v e 
got t o s a y on t h e cons t ruc t ive side, I w a n t t h e House t o 
r e m e m b e r a d is t inc t ion which, in m y view, m u s t be borne 
in m i n d be tween t a x a t i o n and ra tes . T a x a t i o n ough t t o be 
imposed in p ropor t ion to abi l i ty to bear . R a t e s ough t 
to be imposed in p ropor t ion to benefi t received. B u t 
where I join issue is t h a t it is abs\ ird t o say t h a t t h e only 
person who receives a benefi t is t h e landowner or t h e 
owner of t h e s i te va lue . T h e hon. Member who moved 
th is Reso lu t ion ent i re ly gave t h e go-by t o w h a t is t h e 
principle, and , I t h ink , t h e r igh t principle, of r a t i ng a t t h e 
p resen t t i m e — t h a t is, you r a t e t h e occupier on t h e g round 
t h a t i t is t h e occupier who receives t h e benefi t . And if we 
t h i n k w h a t t h e benef i t is which is received in Salford 
or a n y of these o the r large towns , i t is d i rec t ly received 
b y t h e occupier. I would n o t for a m o m e n t say t h a t t h e 
owner of t h e land or t h e site va lue should no t con t r ibu te 
his share . B u t w h a t I w a n t t o impress on t h e House is 
t h a t , accep t ing t h e general principle of r a t e s in propor t ion 
to benefi t , you c a n n o t escape t h e conclusion t h a t t h e 
occupiers who live in one of these t own dis t r ic ts are t h e 
people who immed ia t e ly receive t h e di rect benefi t , a n d 
the re fo re so f a r f rom i t benefi t ing t h e m , in m y view, if 
you a r e t o p u t r a tes on a p roper basis, you would increase 
t h e b u r d e n a n d no t rel ieve t h e bu rden a l together . 

Mr. Wedgwood : D o not t hey pass it on when they p a y 
r e n t t o t h e landlord ? 

Sir A. Cripps : I give th i s answer. I t is t h e answer 
which Lord Goschen gave. W h e n you a re considering who 
pays t h e ra te , i t is u t t e r ly impossible to lay down t h e 
proposi t ion t h a t i t is paid e i ther b y t h e occupier or t h e 
owner. All we can deal wi th is t h e person u p o n whom 
t h e law p u t s t h e i m m e d i a t e obl igat ion. You m a y have a 
grea t d e m a n d for houses in a pa r t i cu la r locality, bu t because 
of t h e b o n d be tween t h e owner a n d t h e occupier t h e owner 
can p r o b a b l y p u t t h e b u r d e n 011 t o t h e occupier. N o w 
t a k e t h e o ther case, where the re a re a grea t m a n y houses 
a n d a small d e m a n d . I t h ink i t perfect ly clear t h a t in t h e 
barga in be tween t h e owner a n d t h e occupier t h e owner 
c a n n o t t r ans fe r t h e b u r d e n t o t h e t e n a n t . T h e r e is ano the r 
po in t t o which I wish t o call t h e hon. Member ' s a t t en t ion . 
I n t a k i n g si te values alone he is d iminishing enormously 
t he assessable site va lue of each dis t r ic t . A t t h e presen t 
t ime si te values bear the i r p ropo r t i ona t e share. As every-

one who is cognisant wi th ra t ing knows, a n d t h e At to rney-
General will know, under our presont sys tem you r a t e 
t he sito va lue as well as tho bui lding. You r a t e tho whole 
p roper ty . T h e resul t is t ha t b o t h interests m u s t bear 
their burdaii . I t m a y bo well said, b u t you are to pu t 
a special b u r d e n on t h e owner of t h e sito value. T h a t , 
of course, is tho a r g u m e n t t h a t was usod. 1 do not t a k e 
t h a t a r g u m e n t except to tho e x t e n t which I am going t o 
explain in ono m o m e n t . B u t it m u s t no t be forgot ten 
t h a t if you t a x tho sito values only t h e assessable va lue of 
a n u m b e r of our mos t i m p o r t a n t boroughs would bo enor-
mously d iminished, a n d in m a n y of our c o u n t r y d is t r ic ts 
it would d i sappear a l together . I n fact , t h a t d id happen 
in tho old d a y s in tho case of a d is t r ic t in t h e c o u n t y 1 
belong to where tho b u r d e n of tho ra tes exceeded t h e whole 
site va lue , w i t h tho resul t t h a t t h e wholo par ish became a 
waste . T h a t is w h a t happened before t h o r e fo rm of tho 
Poor L a w in 18:12 a n d 183:!. 

I will givo an i l lus t ra t ion. T h o ren ta l s were a b o u t 
10s. a n acre. I t a k e tho caso of a f a r m I know of 120 
acres let for £60 a year . T h e f a r m buildings alono cost 
£4,000, a n d if you wero to a d d to t h a t t h e va lue of br inging 
the l and ou t of pra i r ie in to cu l t ivable condi t ion, the re 
would bo ano the r £1,000. T h e r e was £5,000 spent , and 
tho to t a l income der ived was £60 a year , ou t of which 
the re were var ious out lays . W h a t is t he sito value in 
cases of t h a t k ind, if you were imposing ra tes in a d is t r ic t 
where you have condi t ions of t h a t k ind or were going 
t o impose t h e m , and w h a t is going t o h a p p e n when you 
have r a t e d all your site values u p to t h e hilt and find 
you h a v e n o t got enough ? You have got to face t h a t , 
and t h e not ion of hav ing e i ther a single r a t e or a single 
t ax , as soon as you come to close quar te rs , is mani fes t ly 
and ev iden t ly u n j u s t in tho sense t h a t it lets off persons 
who ough t to con t r ibu te . I t h i n k t h a t is qu i t e as unfa i r 
as p u t t i n g on an u n d u e b u r d e n on a special fo rm of p roper ty , 
which in th is coun t ry is very largely owned by poor people, 
because m y exper ience is, as regards t h e inves tmen t s of 
poor people, t h a t the re is no th ing more popular t h a n small 
plots or pieces of local p rope r ty , as t h e case m a y be, a n d 
you will find t h a t t h e resul t would be to p u t an enormous 
bu rden on some of t h e poorest owners of p r o p e r t y who 
exist in th is coun t ry a t t h e p resen t m o m e n t . T h a t is no t 
r ight . I t h i n k t h a t every m a n ough t to con t r ibu te in pro-
por t ion t o his means , b u t you do no t b r ing a b o u t t h a t 
resul t b y isolat ing you r charges t o landowners . You br ing 
a b o u t exac t ly t h e opposi te resul t . You br ing a b o u t t h e 
grossest inequal i ty , b o t h as regards r a t i ng and t axa t ion , 
t h a t you can possibly imagine. E v e r y o n e who has s tudied 
the ques t ion as be tween ra t ing and t a x a t i o n will agree 
wi th w h a t has been said b y one hon. Member opposi te , 
t h a t t he r e is a large n u m b e r of charges a t t h e present 
m o m e n t placed on t h e ra tes which ough t to be borne 
b y t h e Na t iona l Excheque r . W e shall never get t h e proper 
re form of our r a t ing law unti l t h a t dis t inct ion is logically 
and scientifically followed. 

Supposing t h e p roper charges were m a d e on t h e Nat iona l 
Exchequer , you would immedia te ly get an enormous 
relief as regards t h e r a t epaye r s of th is country-—a relief 
t o which t h e y are immedia te ly a n d proper ly ent i t led . I f , 
ins tead of a wild-goose chase, as I call it, a f t e r land values 
or s i te values , hon. Members opposi te joined wi th us 
in enforcing upon t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h e immedia t e necessity 

I of ca r ry ing ou t t h e r e fo rm ind ica ted in t h e Repor t of t h e 
Roya l Commission as t o local t a x a t i o n , then you would 
p u t t h e bu rdens on t h e r ight shoulders and give t he relief 
t o t h o r a t epaye r s t o which t hey a re ent i t led a t t h e present 
m o m e n t . The re is only one w a y of deal ing wi th this 
ques t ion : if it is t r u e t h a t land values are specially advan -
taged by par t i cu la r local expendi ture , t hen let t h e m pay 
in p ropor t ion t o t he benef i t t hey receive. I do no t d i spu te 
t h a t proposi t ion for one m o m e n t , and I never have dis-
p u t e d it. B u t outs ide and beyond t h a t , do no t specialise 
rates , b u t m a k e t h e m as equal ly as you can in propor t ion 
to t h e benefi ts received, and , w h e n you come t o charges 
of a na t iona l charac te r place t h e m on t h e Nat iona l 
Excheque r , which, a f t e r all, is i n t ended t o ob ta in r evenue 
raised in propor t ion to t h e abi l i ty t o bear t he charges made . 

Mr. R. Lambert : T h e reason w h y I am anxious to suppo r t 
th is Motion is because v a c a n t land will no t escape t a x a t i o n 
under th is scheme. If I m a y be allowed to refer t o w h a t 
is happen ing in m y own cons t i tuency , I t h ink pe rhaps 
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the H o u s e will see t h a t the re is a good deal of r o o m for 
r e fo rm in th is d i rec t ion . I represen t t h e cons t i tuency 
of which t h e p r inc ipa l town is Swindon. T h a t t o w n , 
as eve rybody knows, is t h e seat of t h e works of t he Grea t 
W e s t e r n Ra i lway C o m p a n y , who employ a b o u t 10,000 or 
12,000 men . I t has been t he c u s t o m of t h e c o m p a n y in 

years p a s t t o allow the i r employees what a re called " requisi-
t ion c a r d s . " T h a t is t o say, t h e w o r k m e n who live a t a 
d i s t ance of some eight or nine miles f r o m Swindon can ge t 
t icke ts enabl ing t h e m t o go to and f r o m the i r work a t a very 
cheap ra te . Recen t ly it, has d a w n e d u p o n t h e ra i lway 
c o m p a n y that, t hey are very large r a t e p a y e r s in Swindon, 
a n d wi th a view of p r e v e n t i n g e m p t y houses in Swindon, 
a n d I suppose wi th a view to l igh ten ing t h e b u r d e n of 
tho r a t e s upon themselves , t h e y h a v e decided in f u t u r e 
no t t o allow requis i t ion ca rds t o be "issued to the i r workmen . 
T h a t is a very grea t h a r d s h i p t o t h e m e n , because it, p r even t s 
t h e m f rom living w i t h the i r famil ies ou ts ide t h e t o w n 
where t h e y can live more cheap ly a n d ob ta in small holdings 
of l and . I wish t o be pe r fec t ly j u s t t o t h e c o m p a n y , for it is 
qu i t e t r u e that, they h a v e no t t a k e n a w a y t h e privilege f r o m 
those who a l r eady possess it. I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t those who 
a l ready h a v e t h e privi lege are t o be al lowed t o re ta in it, 
b u t ou ts ide t h a t l imi ta t ion 110 more requis i t ion cards a re 
to be issued in t h e f u t u r e . Suppos ing we had a sys tem 
under which si te values were t a x e d ins tead of houses, 
t he result, would be t h a t the re would be no t e m p t a t i o n a t all 
to t he c o m p a n y to re fuse these requis i t ion cards . I t would 
no t m a k e any difference t o t he c o m p a n y w h e t h e r t h e houses 
were occupied or not , It would not, 'make a n y difference 
to t h e m whe the r t he l and was bui l t on or no t . All would 
pay an* equal amoun t 011 si te va lues according t o t h e 
value of t he land. W h e n we know the w a y in which, 
in some of our towns , t he ra tes at, p resent inflict i n j u r y 
upon commerce a n d t r a d e b y t h e t a x a t i o n of mach ine ry , 
and p u t t i n g a h e a v y r a t e u p o n indus t ry , I t h i n k we ought 
t« consider w h e t h e r t h o t a x a t i o n of s i te values would not, 
be a fa i rer and a j u s t e r way. Tt was said just now t h a t we 
ought t o t a x accord ing to means . I agree wi th t h a t 
pa r t ly , bu t I t h i n k you w a n t t o add s o m e t h i n g t o i t . You 
w a n t t o say you m u s t t a x not only according to m e a n s 
b u t accord ing t o oppor tun i t i es . I' t h i n k when you find 
people ge t t ing a monopoly , as t hey do get it in a ' p i ece of 
land which canno t be t a k e n away , that, you a re ent i t led 
to say t h e y ought t o p a y the i r ' full sha re t o w a r d s t h e 
ra tes for t h e pr ivi lege which t h e y o b t a i n f rom t h e com-
m u n i t y . All wea l th is der ived f r o m land, labour , and 
capi ta l . Capital is n o t h i n g more or less t h a n s tored u p 
labour work ing on t h e l and , a n d if you h a v e 110 land you 
c a n n o t h a v e l abour t o work u p o n i t . T h e one essential 
for t h e p roduc t ion of wea l th is land, hand is t h e founda-
t ion of eve ry th ing , a n d the re fore when people ob ta in 
privileges which leave t h e m monopo ly r igh t s over t h e land, 
in c o m m o n fairness we are ent i t led ' to go a n d ask t h e m 
to p a y more t h a n those who a re depr ived of t h a t 
pr iv i lege. 

( Mr. Percy Harris : T h e hon. G e n t l e m a n w h o moved t h e 
Resolut ion s p o k e as if t h e only ques t ion before t he House 
was whe the r t he p re sen t basis of assessment, should be 
changed f r o m t h e present r a t eab le va lue t o t ha t of s i te 
value. T h a t , of course, is a, pe r fec t ly a rguab le quest ion, 
but it is impossible to ignore t he fact t h a t the hon. Member 
a n d his f r iends a re not. seeking such a re fo rm of local t axa -
t ion as t h e mun ic ipa l i t i e s h a v e asked for and t h e Royal 
Commission has app roved . T h e y a r e seeking the more 
or less comple te confiscat ion o f ' land values! T h e con-
ten t ion of t h e munic ipa l i t ies bar; been twofold first, 
t h a t t h e r a t epaye r s a r e unduly burdened in respect of ser-
vices which a re of na t iona l r a t h e r t h a n of local impor tance , 
a n d t h a t owners o u g h t t o m a k e a di rect con t r ibu t ion 
towards local expend i tu re . T h e first of those con ten t ions 
was unan imous ly a p p r o v e d of b y t h e Roya l Commission. 
T h e o the r conten t ion , t hough no t a p p r o v e d ' b y the m a j o r i t y 
of t h e 'Commission, u n d o u b t e d l y was r ecommended hy a n 
i m p o r t a n t minor i ty , of which t h e c h a i r m a n of t h e Com-
mission was a, m e m b e r . All who a re in te res ted in local 
government hoped t h a t t h e way was paved fo r r e fo rm, 
b u t t h e hon. Member a n d his f r i ends have t a k e n in hand 
a ve ry d i f fe ren t policy. T h e y a r e ag i t a t ing , a n d it is idle 
to ignore it . for t he confiscat ion of land values. The i r 
ob jec t is clearly s t a t ed in a leaflet publ i shed b v t h e Engl ish 
League for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values in these words :— 
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Since l and values are t he ou t come of t h e presence 
and energy of t he c o m m u n i t y , by t a k i n g t h e m we shall 
be secur ing for publ ic use what is essential ly a public-
f u n d . 

T h a t is an absolu te ly different policy f r o m t h e proposals 
p u t forward by the munic ipal i t ies or those a p p r o v e d of 
b y t h e Roya l Commission. As I unde r s t and , t h e u l t i m a t e 
objec t of t h e hon. Member a n d his F r i ends is t o p u t all 
r a t es and t axes u p o n land values. T h e i m m e d i a t e pro-
posal, as t h e hon. Member said, is t o be f o u n d in t h e 
Memorial which was p resen ted to t h e P r i m e Minister b y a 
considerable n u m b e r of Members of th is House . T h a t 
proposal was first t o place all r a t e s upon land values ; 
and , secondly, to levy u p o n land values a B u d g e t T a x 
for two purposes—fi rs t to provide a G o v e r n m e n t G r a n t 
for such m a t t e r s as E d u c a t i o n , Poor Law relief, a n d t h e like, 
and t o p rov ide a f u n d equal to t h a t now provided by food 
taxes, which it is proposed to abolish. I believe t h e Lord 
Advoca te goes even fu r the r , and proposes to abol ish all 

; Cus toms Dut ies . T h e r e occurs to one t h e h a p p y t h o u g h t 
t h a t t ha t m i g h t rel ieve t h e G o v e r n m e n t of one I r i sh 
difficulty, because if it is right, t h a t all Cus toms Dut ies 
should be abolished t h e n there is no need t o discuss who 
shall contro l t h e m in I re land . 

Tt m u s t be pe r fec t ly clear t h a t t h a t is no t a proposal 
tor t a x a t i o n in t h e o rd inary sense of t h e word, b u t t h a t i t is 
a proposal , as t he hon. Member no d o u b t would p u t i t , 
for t h e absorp t ion b y t h e S t a t e of w h a t is considered a 
publ ic f u n d . How is that, just i f ied ? I find t h a t t h e 
leading proposi t ion b y which it is just i f ied b y t h e Un i t ed 
Commi t t ee for t he T a x a t i o n of Land Values is t h a t t h e 
land comes f r o m t h e h a n d s of t h e Creator . I do n o t know 
w h e t h e r t h e hon. Member ever bought a piece of land, 
as it is against- his principle. 1 bought a piece of land lately, 
bu t in ex t enua t ion of m y cr ime 1 m a y say it was only a 
little one. B u t I did not receive it f r om the h a n d s of t h e 
Creator . I received it f r o m t h e h a n d s of a m a n who 
ob ta ined m a n y sovereigns for it, 

I hope t h e cause of t h e re fo rm of local t a x a t i o n is not, 
going t o be pre jud iced b y this wild and p r e d a t o r y scheme. 
There is u rgen t need for reform, a n d t o s impl i fy t h e present, 
sys t em of t axa t ion , a n d to pu t it on a sound a n d p e r m a n e n t 
basis. T h e broad lines, I do not say t h e exac t lines, on 
which r e f o r m mus t proceed a re t o be found , I believe, 
in t he Repor t of t he Royal Commission. T h e y a r e not t o be 
found in t h e r ecommenda t ions of t he hon. Member who 
m o v e d this Resolut ion. T h e Roya l Commission held t h a t 
services which were locally admin i s te red , b u t na t iona l 
a n d onerous in charac te r , ough t t o be assisted o u t of na t iona l 
funds . T h e reason t h e y gave was t h a t Imper ia l t a x a t i o n 
presses u p o n all classes of p rope r ty a n d persons less t h a n b y 
any con t r ibu t ion f r o m , and works m o r e evenly t h a n by , 
local t a x a t i o n . T h e Roya l Commission indica ted t h e 
na t iona l serv ices which ough t to be assisted ou t of Imper ia l 
funds , b u t t h e hon. Member and his f r iends re jec t t h e find-
ings of t he Commission and propose to put 011 one class of 
p roper ty - namely , l a n d — t h e whole b u r d e n of na t iona l 
services locally adminis te red . That, is surely t o ignore 
altoget her abi l i ty t o pay . As regards local services, t h e 
Repor t of t he Royal Commission shows that, f u n d s for 
pure ly local services have t o be levied upon p r o p e r t v 
whicli is localised and ra teable . Opinions differ as t o 
whe the r t h e basis of assessment should be t h e present 
ra teab le value , or whe the r site va lue should be pa r t i a l l y 
or ent i re ly subs t i t u t ed for it. T h e mino r i t y of t h e Roya l 
Commission were of opinion t h a t s i te va lue m i g h t be 
in t roduced , not for all r a t es as t h e hon . Member proposes, 
b u t only for a special r a t e of a l imited cha rac te r . 

1 object to the hon. Member ' s proposals because t h e y 
a re c o n t r a r y to t h e in teres ts of owners a n d occupiers alike. 
I t is not fair to place u p o n p r o p e r t y which is localised 
and r a t eab l e not on ly large bu rdens of local expend i tu re , 
but large bu rdens of na t iona l expend i tu re . I t is no t in 
accord w i t h any fair pr inciple of local t axa t i on . T h e 
ques t ion whe the r s i te va lue should be in t roduced as a 
basis of local t a x a t i o n is a per fec t ly a rguab le one. I 
m a v not agree wi th it myself , bu t it is a n a rguable ques t ion , 
and one u p o n which 110 d o u b t t h e G o v e r m n e n t will be 
advised by t h e Commit tee of exper t s now si t t ing. P rov ided 
no in te r fe rence with exis t ing con t rac t s t a k e s place , I see 
no objec t ion in principle : b u t if t h a t va lua t ion is intro-
duced , and if a d i rect levy is m a d e upon owners , it is 
abso lu te ly necessary t o in t roduce some, such sa feguards 
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as h a v e been r ecommended b y the minor i ty of t be Royal 
Commission. Otherwise you will get a sys t em of local 
t a x a t i o n which will be grossly unfai r , and lead to mons t rous 
ex t ravagance . F o r these reasons 1 hope t h e Resolut ion 
will no t be carr ied, a n d I canno t help th ink ing tha t it 
would be be t t e r t h a t th i s House should no t pass a n y 
Resolu t ion on th i s sub j ec t unt i l t h e Commit tee of exper t s 
h a v e r epor t ed . 

Mr. Albert Smith : I n m y career as a m e m b e r of a local 
govern ing a u t h o r i t y I have o f t en been s t ruck as to how 
it was t h a t th is sys tem of ra t ing unde r which we have been 
living for years and years has been allowed to cont inue. 
I j u s t wish to d r a w t h e a t t en t i on of the House t o a very 
humble a u t h o r i t y , because its h is tory is not long, and th is 
borough, which is in m y cons t i tuency (Clitheroe) shows 
m y case pe rhaps be t t e r f rom m y point of a r g u m e n t t h a n 
a n y o the r town. I know the re a re in great, cities abnormal 
ins tances of land values. These a re greater , perhaps , 
t h a n t h e o rd ina ry working m a n or working w o m a n can 
u n d e r s t a n d , b u t t h e y can unde r s t and , a n d do unde r s t and , 
the i r local condit ions, especially when the i r ra tes are get t ing 
p r e t t y high. 

I n 1850, in t h e bo rough to which T refer, t h e gross renta l 
received f r o m t h e whole of it was about £14,000. J u s t 
over £7,000 came f rom agr icul tura l land a n d f a r m buildings. 
I n December , 1911, t h e gross ren ta l f r om t h a t townsh ip was 
£206.800. Out of t h a t a rea 604 acres only a re built upon, 
leaving 2,791 acres unbu i l t upon . T h e a p p r o x i m a t e gross 
rental of t h a t 604 acres was about £200,000, and t h e 2,791 
acres unbu i l t u p o n accoun ted for t h e £7.000 remain ing . 
I t h i n k t h a t t h a t gives a considerable i l lus t ra t ion of wha t 
t h a t 600 odd acres is wor th , compared w i t h w h a t we m a y 
prac t ica l ly call agr icul tura l land. T h e whole income 
for t h e gove rnmen t of t h e t own , prac t ica l ly speaking, is 
borne b y those people who ei ther own factories , business 
premises, or live in h u m b l e houses. T h e m a i n fac tors of t h e 
con t r ibu t ion of th is £200,000 a re those who h a v e shops, 
houses, banks , offices, &c. Those over a £10 ra t eab le va lue 
c o n t r i b u t e £93,266; houses of £8 and unde r r a t eab le va lue 
c o n t r i b u t e £33 .204; weaving shops con t r i bu t e £41.107. 
th is br inging t h e to ta l u p to £167,570, ou t of t h e £200,000 
f rom t h e whole area. I am no t men t ion ing th is town 
because I t h i n k t he re is someth ing exceedingly abnormal 
a b o u t all this . I believe the re a re o ther t owns in th i s 
c o u n t r y which can equal ly show m y case as well as th is t own . 
Bu t I a m sure t h a t hon. Members will agree a t any r a t e 
t h a t those 604 acres m u s t be wor th t r emendous ly more per 
acre t h a n t h e 2,791 wh ich is being used for agr icul tura l 
purposes . 

I n a rgu ing th is po in t 1 do no t for a m o m e n t advoca te 
a n y process of r a t ing t h a t will h inder at all the progress 
of agr icul ture . I do not t h ink t h a t t h e sys t em of ra t ing 
suggested b y t h e hon. Gen t l eman t h e Member for New-
cas t l e -under -Lyme will in effect do any h a r m to t he fa rmer 
o r his fellows ; r a t he r t h e reverse. Out of all t he money 
I h a v e men t ioned t h e town does not receive one penny 
f r o m t h e ground landlords b y way of relief to t he burdens 
of near ly £59,000 which t h e occupiers have t o find in ra tes . 
I believe hones t ly t h a t th is sys tem of r a t ing is ne i ther j u s t 
nor defensible. I t is a sys tem which the working classes 
pa r t i cu la r ly and occupiers general ly are f inding to be 
unbearab le . W e are seeking some sys t em of r a t ing whereby 
these c o m m u n i t y crea ted va lues will p a y the i r shnre 
t owards t h e local governing services. I n t he borough to 
which I liave refer red the re are app rox ima te ly 8,000 
liouses. T h e average g round ren t for these houses is 30s. 
T h i r t y houses, I suppose, will be built oil an acre of land 
pe rhaps more . This m e a n s t h a t in ground r e n t £45 per 
acre is being pa id for t h e g round landlord. At twen ty -
th ree years ' purchase t h a t is over £1,000. E m p l o y e r s of 
labour" a n d the i r men p u t in to the i r i ndus t ry a great deal 
of work t o a t t a i n these financial results . 

This va lue is one which has been created b y t h e industr ies 
of t he people and t h e c o m m u n i t y , and it is t ha t va lue t ha t 
we t h i n k ought t o pay i ts share t o relieve t he local services 
of t h e borough, of t h e u rban a u t h o r i t y . T h a t land , as 
agr icu l tura l land, would no t fe tch any more t h a n , say . 
£1 to £3 per acre in ren t . T h e difference is very remarkab le . 
I t is inconceivable t h a t some sys tem lias no t been devised 
whereby it can con t r i bu t e i ts fair share. T h e hon. a n d 
learned Gen t l eman who spoke on t h e o ther side referred 
to t h e d i f f icu l ty of t h e s i tua t ion . I a m aware cer ta in ly 

t ha t t he r e will be difficulties to s u r m o u n t in t h e r ead jus t -
m e n t of these ra tes . These difficulties of r e a d j u s t m e n t a re 
not to be compared w i t h t h e difficulty of these poorer 
poople in t h e t owns in mee t ing their rates . T h e wors t 
of it is t h e m o r e t h e p r o p e r t y is improved the more you 
have to p a y in ren t , a n d t h e m o r e y o u pay in ren t t h e more 
you h a v e to pay in ra tes . W h e t h e r it be by means of a 
dwelling-house, a shop , a fac tory , or by any other business 
premises, t h e occupier has got t o be penalised for t h e 
i m p r o v e m e n t he p u t s in, and a t t h e same t ime t h e whole 
vnlue u n d e r n e a t h bis bui lding is to be swept a w a y by 
ano the r m a n who escapes r a t e free. 

It is very h a r d on people who a re day a f t e r d a y , week 
a f t e r week, a n d year a f t e r year saving what money they 
c a n to b u y the i r ' own homes. There are a large n u m b e r 
of people in this borough who h a v e bought thoir houses 
ou t r igh t , a n d who are pay ing g round ren ts for these houses ; 
t h e y havo to p a y f rom t h e cen t re of t h e f r o n t s t ree t to the 
cen t re of t h e b a c k st reet ; t hey h a v e to pay to keep in order 
flags, channels , sewers, bo th in f r o n t s t ree t mid t h e back 
s t reet . W h e n the s t ree t is m a d e to t he sa t i s fac t ion of t h e 
borough surveyor to t he local a u t h o r i t y he m a y repor t 
it is fit to be t a k e n over as a publ ic s t ree t , a n d t h e n to pay 
7(1. in t h e £ for t he upkeep of tho publ ic s t ree ts for ever 
a n d ever. Surely t he m a n who is d rawing t h e g round 
ren t for t h e g round u p o n which these houses are bui l t and 
t h r o u g h which those s t ree ts run ough t to pay his q u o t a 
t owards t he b u r d e n of t a x a t i o n . As soon as ever that, 
s t ree t is p a v e d and m a d e good you will see ano the r bui lder 
m a r k i n g ou t ano the r plot of g round for ano the r s t ree t 
in t h e s a m e way . All t h a t t ends t o increase t he va lue of t h e 
land every t ime . If g round ren t s wore sub jec ted to t he 
s ame basis of r a t ing as houses t hey would yield in this 
borough a Is. 3d. r a te , which would bo a very grea t con-
s iderat ion indeed to t h e local a u t h o r i t y where ra tes are 
ge t t ing u p to 7s. or 8s. in t he £. 

The re is someth ing else of impor t ance in regard to 
houses and land which appl ies no t only to th is local a u t h o r i t y 
bu t to o thers as well. Houses a re being pu t u p ju s t in 
sufficient quan t i t i e s t o d e m a n d sale, a n d the occupying 
t e n a n t who has got t h e house into comfor tab le living 
order will some day sudden ly find t h e landlord suggest ing 
t h a t he had be t t e r b u y t h e house because someone else 
is inquir ing a f t e r i t , a n d t h e resul t is tha t t h e bui lder 
gets a good price or houses have t o be t aken a t heavy 
rents . If t he t e n a n t s c a n n o t see the i r way to b u y , their 
r en t s a re increased, as we liave had several examples 
recent ly . T h e great h a r m in t h a t is th is tluit once t h e r en t 
is increased i t is increased prac t ica l ly for all t ime, whe the r 
t h e house is wor th t h e r e n t or no t . I cannot help b u t 
t h ink if the re was a sys t em of r a t i ng l and values of this 
kind it would give t h e people in t h e c o m m u n i t y a really 
fair chance of buying a house or of ren t ing a decent 
hab i t ab le house. I t would open up , especially in rap id ly 
ex t end ing boroughs, work, and it would provide labour , 
a n d you would hear very l i t t le a b o u t ou tdoor workers 
being unemployed , because it would encourage people 
to ex t end the i r factor ies a n d workships . In t he long run , 
a l t hough t hey m a y h a v e t o p a y a p ropor t ion of t h e r e n t 
received f rom t h e land in ra tes , t h e r e would be m o r e land 
let ou t . a n d t h e owner would b e a financial gainer r a the r 
t h a n a loser. I t is q u i t e feasible t h a t , by adop t ing some 
p lan of t h a t sor t , you would d r a w agr icul tura l r en t for t h e 
same land. Those of us who h a v e had experience of 
corpora t ions know how these values go up. Only recent ly , 
in t he very s ame borough I have ment ioned , t he corpora t ion 
wan ted t o b u y for s t ree t -widening purposes a cer ta in s t r ip 
of land, a n d it is wi th in t he m e m o r y of living burgesses 
there t h a t t h a t land was sold for a few shillings. T h e 
corpora t ion had to pay £27 per ya rd for it for m a k i n g 
t h a t land more convenient for t he public, and a f t e r t h a t 
t hey were asked to p a y again for it. Besides this , t he r e is 
all t he expenses of t h e fire br igade, town hall , l ighting, 
educa t iona l services, ma in roads , and policing, and if 
t hey a r e no t f o r t u n a t e enough to be a coun ty borough 
t hey h a v e t o mee t t he coun ty charges as well. W h a t e v e r 
else m a y happen I feel sure t h a t t h e poor r a t epaye r s of t h e 
borough , t h e people who are c rea t ing cont inua l ly th is weal th , 
have cer ta in ly a good claim to it. Th i s is a feasible sys tem 
of r a t ing , a n d if it is a d o p t e d will not only lead to t h e 
extens ion of employmen t , b u t t e n d to relieve t h e burdens 
on i n d u s t r y and also t h e bu rdens of those who h a v e to work 
ve ry ha rd d a y a f t e r d a y for a living. 
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The Attorney-General (Sir Rufus Isaacs): The hon. Member 
(Mr. Wedgwood) bases t h e whole of his p ropos i t ion u p o n 
t h e p r inc ip le t h a t you m u s t cha rge those who benef i t 
b y t h e publ ic service, and t h a t you m u s t n o t a d o p t t h e 

i v e r y v i t a l ly a t a roo t pr inc ip le ,„ ,„„,„. 
ques t ion h a s f o r m e d t h e s u b j e c t of m a n y inqui r ies a n d of 
t h e R e p o r t of a Roya l Commiss ion in 1901, b u t since t h a t 
t i m e m u c h has h a p p e n e d . A c o m p l a i n t was m a d e b y t h e 
lion. Member (Mr. Alber t Smi th ) who m a d e a m o s t useful 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e Deba te , t h a t we h a v e been wa i t i ng 
eleven years since t h a t R e p o r t a n d n o t h i n g has been 
done . T h a t is pe r fec t ly t r ue , b u t t h e r e has been a v a r i e t y 
of causes for i t . I t a m o u n t s t o th is , t h a t in 1912, as t h e 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r d iscovered iu 1911, h a v i n g 
t r ave l l ed ve ry f a r , a s we have , in t h a t pe r iod a long t h e 
p a t h of social r e f o r m , we h a v e real ised t h a t in a lmos t 
eve ry s t ep t h a t you t a k e in social r e f o r m you impose 
necessar i ly a f u r t h e r b u r d e n u p o n t h e r a t e p a y e r s of t h e 
locali ty. I t has b e e n s t a t ed r igh t ly t h a t t h e b u r d e n s 
havo become a l m o s t in to lerable , a n d t h a t some th ing 
m u s t be d o n e t o re l ieve t h e m . I t h i n k I a m speak ing fo r 
t h e whole H o u s e when I s ay we a r e all agreed t h a t s o m e 
c h a n g e m u s t he m a d e , t h a t we m u s t pass f r o m t h e old s y s t e m 
which has done d u t y so long, a n d t h a t we m u s t h a v e some 
new sys t em, a n d p r o b a b l y , I should imagine—of course I 
do n o t profess t o s p e a k for a n y o n e w h o m a y h a v e t o dec ide 
t h i s h e r e a f t e r — a c o m b i n a t i o n of s y s t e m s will h a v e t o be 
b r o u g h t in to p l ay in o rder t h a t we m a y h a v e a full new 
s y s t e m t o t a k e t h e p lace of t h e old sys t em. A C o m m i t t e e 
h a s been a n d is still s i t t i ng inqu i r ing in to t h e sub j ec t . I t 
is a C o m m i t t e e of expe r t s , a p p o i n t e d for t h e express p u r p o s e 
of g iv ing t h e H o u s e and t h e c o u n t r y t h e benef i t of i t s 
a ss i s tance in a r r iv ing a t a conclusion as t o t h e new sys t em, 
or c o m b i n a t i o n of sys t ems , wh ich you a r e t o s u b s t i t u t e 
for t h e old s y s t e m at p re sen t in exis tence. T h a t Com-
m i t t e e h a d t o be n o m i n a t e d for t h e reason t h a t s ince 1901 
so m u c h h a d been d o n e t h a t be fore you could legislate 
on such a v a s t sub j ec t a s t h i s you m u s t h a v e s o m e f u r t h e r 
ass i s tance a n d some f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n in o rder t h a t w e 
m a y h a v e a s cheme f o u n d e d on g rea te r e x p e r t knowledge . 
E v i d e n c e h a s been called, b o t h of wel l -known e x p e r t s 
on t h e s u b j e c t - m a t t e r of t h e Mot ion be fo re t h e H o u s e 
a n d equa l ly of t h o s e w h o t a k e t h e oppos i te view, and w h o 
p u t f o r w a r d the i r p a r t i c u l a r vers ion of t a x a t i o n a n d r a t i ng . 
T would ask m y hon . F r i e n d s , how is i t possible u n d e r 
these c i r cums tances for t h e G o v e r n m e n t , which h a s 
n o m i n a t e d th i s Commi t t ee , t o accep t t h e propos i t ion p u t 
fo rward b y m y h o n . F r i end , howeve r m u c h t h e y m a y 
agree w i t h h i m in p r i n c i p l e ? H o w can i t accep t t h i s 
Mot ion , which declares n o t on ly in f a v o u r of t h e pr inciple , 
b u t of a sys tem of ge t t i ng m o n e y for y o u r local r e v e n u e 
by r a t e s u p o n t h e l and va lue , a n d p u t t i n g t h a t fo rward 
as a. s y s t e m t o be a d o p t e d ? If t h e G o v e r n m e n t were t o 
accept t h a t i t wou ld be rea l ly p r o n o u n c i n g i t s v iew a n d 
giving i t s j u d g m e n t be fo re i t could h a v e t h e r epo r t of t h e 
expe r t s . 

T h e v iew we a re forced t o t a k e as a G o v e r n m e n t in t h i s 
connec t ion is t h a t i t is imposs ib le for us t o s u p p o r t t h e 
Mot ion b r o u g h t f o r w a r d b y m y hon . F r i e n d . I t h i n k T 
a m r ight in say ing t h a t v a l u a t i o n is p roceeding , t h o u g h 
slowly. W i t h t h e view of h a s t e n i n g i t , m y hon. F r i e n d 
would desire t o s u b s t i t u t e some s impler a n d dif ferent 
s y s t e m of va lua t i on . T h a t h a r d l y en t e r s i n t o t h e s y s t e m 
we a re a t p r e s e n t discussing, b u t I agree t h a t it is des i rable 
t h a t t h e r e should b e a h a s t e n i n g of t h e v a l u a t i o n in so f a r 
as you possibly can , p rov ided , of course, t h a t you h a v e 
a p r o p e r va lua t ion . 

I a m in a posi t ion t o tell t h e H o u s e now t h a t t h e va lua t i on 
is be ing acce lera ted a n d will b e m o r e acce le ra ted . March . 
1915, was p u t f o r w a r d , I t h ink , as t h e earliest d a t e on wh ich 
t h e v a l u a t i o n will b e comple ted . I a m now in a posi t ion t o 
tell t h e House , f r o m t h e i n f o r m a t i o n of t hose who can 
best k n o w , t h a t we fu l ly expec t t h e va lua t i on t o be com-
pleted be fo re t h a t d a t e , and a t t h e r a t e a t wh ich wo a re 
progress ing now i t m a y be cons ide rab ly be fore t h a t d a t e 
r i l o n . M e m b e r s : " W h e n ? " ] T h a t ' is a sk ing a l i t t le 
m o r e t h a n I can possibly tell. So f a r one-f i f th of t h e t a s k 
has been comple ted . T h e f i rs t p a r t of t h e v a l u a t i o n is 
f a r t h e m o s t difficult a n d t a k e s t h e longest t ime . W e h a v e 
h a d t h e fo rms , and all t he i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m t h e f o r m s 

has been t a b u l a t e d a n d is ava i lab le for t h e va lue r s a n d will 
enab le t h e m to work v e r y m u c h fas te r . F u r t h e r , every-
d a y t h e va luers acqu i re m o r e knowledge a n d a r e in a b e t t e r 
pos i t ion t o d e t e r m i n e as a resul t of the i r exper ience w h a t 
is m a r k e t va lue w i t h o u t m a k i n g so m a n y inqui r ies as 
when t h e y first s t a r t e d . I hope t h a t m y hon. F r i e n d will 

. VU h f . h a s go t some i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h r ega rd t o 
v a l u a t i o n which will s a t i s fy h im, t h o u g h 1 q u i t e agree t h a t 
i t does n o t give h im a n y t h i n g l ike t h e full e x t e n t of his 
d e m a n d 1 d o u b t v e r y m u c h w h e t h e r t h e r e is a n y t h i n g 
f u r t h e r t h a t I can s a y t o t h e H o u s e on behalf of t h e Govern 
m e n t because I do feel, however one m i g h t b e t e m p t e d 
t o t a k e p a r t m t h e discussion a n d p u t f o r w a r d views in 
answer t o some of t h e a r g u m e n t s f r o m b o t h sides of t h e 
t l ouse , t h a t the re is a lways t h i s d i f f icul ty c o n f r o n t i n g us, 
t h a t th is ques t ion is now being inqu i red in to b y th i s Com-
mi t t e e . W e do feel t h a t as a G o v e r n m e n t we h a v e no r igh t 
t o dec lare a n y opinion, a n d we h a v e no r igh t t o t a k e a n y 
view in th i s House when we h a v e a p p o i n t e d t h a t Commi t t ee , 
a n d a r e awa i t i ng i ts R e p o r t . I c a n n o t he lp t h i n k i n g 
t h a t t h e resul t of th i s D e b a t e h a s shown how necessarv 
it was t o h a v e a C o m m i t t e e of t h a t k ind a n d how impossible 
i t is t o come to a n y conclusion w i t h o u t going i n t o a vast, 
body of evidence, a n d w i t h o u t m a k i n g ful l i n q u i r y and 
br inging e x p e r t m i n d s t o bear u p o n t h e sub jec t . F o r these 
reasons , T a m a f ra id , on behalf of t h e G o v e r n m e n t , I am 
u n a b l e t o s u p p o r t t h e Motion p roposed b y m y hon . F r i end . 

Mr. P r e t y m a n : I c a n n o t he lp t h i n k i n g t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
m u s t recognise t h a t t h e legislation of 1909-10 w a s t h e ve ry 
k ind of legislation which t h e A t to rney -Gene ra l has ius't 
to ld us ough t no t t o be u n d e r t a k e n unt i l t h e R e p o r t of t h i s 
C o m m i t t e e h a s been received. W h a t is t h e legislat ion 
ol which t h i s va lua t i on fo rms p a r t excep t legislat ion in 
an t i c ipa t ion of a n y e x p e r t opinion u p o n t h e whole ques t ion ? 
V\ h a t would be t h e use of th i s cost ly v a l u a t i o n if t h e 
C o m m i t t e e issues a R e p o r t in whicli t h e y do n o t a d v o c a t e 
th i s p a r t i c u l a r f o rm of t a x a t i o n as su i t ab le for t h e pu rpose . 
I t does n o t seem to m e a t all improbab le , f r o m t h e w a y in 
which th i s legislat ion is being carr ied ou t , t h a t t h a t will be 
the i r R e p o r t . I do n o t know w h e t h e r we a r e en t i t l ed 
a t th i s t i m e even t o go so f a r a s to a s sume t h a t th i s va lua -
t ion would be for t h a t f u r t h e r pu rpose . W i t h r ega rd t o t h e 
accelera t ion of t h e va lua t ion , I t h i n k t h e At to rney-Genera l 
has fef t out of a c c o u n t one or t w o fac t s . I t is* a s sumed 
ve ry o f t e n b y t h e valuers , and b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h a t t h e y 
h a v e t o v a l u e according to w h a t t h e va lue is t o -day , bu t 
t he va lue r s a re n o t set t o va lue t h e p r o p e r t y accord ing 
t o w h a t it is w o r t h t o - d a y , b u t accord ing t o w h a t i t w a s 
7 ° r t j ? ° n : April , 1909, a n d t h a t , of course, increases 
t h e di f f icul ty of m a k i n g a fa i r v a l u a t i o n as a t t h a t da t e . 
F u r t h e r t h a n t h a t , as t h e m e t h o d s of va lua t i on proceed 
t h e y are being c o n s t a n t l y sub jec t ed t o inves t iga t ion b y 
referees a n d b y Cour t s of Law, a n d so f a r as these cases 
h a v e been heard , t h e y h a v e a lmos t inva r i ab ly resu l ted in a 
change of t h e proposed va lua t ions now being a d o p t e d . 

.1 asser t t h a t t he va lua t ions or t h e m e t h o d s of va lua t i on 
m u s t be s u b j e c t t o ve ry cons iderable change , a n d t h e 
At to rney-Genera l m u s t recognise t h a t one-f i f th of t h e 
va lua t ions which a r e s t a t e d to be comple ted a re all sub jec t 
t o a l t e r a t i on as these cases come before t h e Cour t s of L a w 
a n d a r e decided, a n d i t is a ve ry sangu ine s t a t e m e n t to m a k e 
on t h e p a r t of t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h a t a n y of t h e va lua t ions 
m a y be r ega rded as rea l ly se t t led . 

Mr. Booth rose. 
Mr. Wedgwood rose in his p lace a n d c la imed t o m o v e , 

1 h a t t h e Quest ion be now p u t , " b u t Mr. Speaker wi thheld 
assen t , a n d declined t h e n t o p u t t h a t Quest ion. 

Mr. Booth : T h e hon. Member who has addressed t h e 
Mouse does not seem t o h a v e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t h e ques t ion 
ot s i te va lues or land values also includes t h e ques t ion 
ot m in ing royal t ies . 

- M r - /Wedgwood rose in his place, a n d claimed t o move , 
t h a t t h e Quest ion be now p u t , " bu t Mr. Speaker wi thhe ld 

assen t a n d declined t h e n t o pu t t h a t Quest ion. 
Mr. Booth : I a m qu i t e sure t h a t if t h e hon . Member , 

who p u t his case wi th g rea t m o d e r a t i o n , had only seen t h e 
appl ica t ion of th is t o land va lue 

A n d it being E leven of t h e clock, a n d ob jec t ion being 
t a k e n t o f u r t h e r Proceeding , t h e D e b a t e s tood a d j o u r n e d . 
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HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES BILL. 

Friday, 15th March. 

Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen : I beg t o move , " T h a t t h e Bill 
be now r e a d a second t i m e . " 

T h e Bill, of which I h a v e t h e honour to m o v e t h e Second 
Read ing , deals w i t h a m a t t e r of t h e ve ry greatest import -
ance t o t h e people of th i s coun t ry . There can be really no 
social r e fo rm which does no t begin wi th t h e h o m e life. 
If you look a t t h e houses a n d t h e su r round ings in which 
so m a n y of our people a re forced t o dwell, it will explain 
a g rea t deal of t h e i l l -heal th, t h e misery, t h e pover ty , 
t h e l abour unres t a n d o ther t roubles of t h e present day . 
Sir Wi l l iam Lever has ca lcula ted t h a t t he r e a re 200,000 
d e a t h s every yea r t h r o u g h one cause only—overcrowding. 

Take , for example , London . T h e L o n d o n Coun ty 
Council a r e going to clear a big area, called t h e T a b a r d 
S t ree t a rea , in S o u t h London . When I say going t o 
clear, I m e a n t h a t a t t h e p resen t m o m e n t t hey a re jus t 
awa i t ing t h e fo rmal sanct ion of t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t 
Board . T h e a rea is fifteen acres. T h e d e a t h - r a t e is 36 per 
1,000. T h e r e is a t r e m e n d o u s d e a t h - r a t e f rom phthis is 
and o t h e r tube rcu la r diseases. The re a re back- to-back 
houses a n d na r row cour ts , somet imes approached by l i t t le 
alleys n o t more t h a n 3 f t . across, and the re is a condi t ion 
of af fa i rs which is a disgrace t o civil isat ion a n d ought 
to be b lo t t ed ou t . T a k e Liverpool . A g rea t deal of 
sp lendid work has been d o n e in clearing a w a y s lum qua r t e r s 
in Liverpool , t h a n k s largely to t h e effor ts of m y hon. F r i end 
t h e M e m b e r for K i r k d a l e (Mr. Kyff in-Taylor) , who is 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y n o t able t o be p resen t owing t o i l l -health, 
and who, as cha i rman of t h e Liverpool Hous ing Commit tee , 
has done magni f icen t work in clearing a w a y s lums. L e t 
m e t a k e a n o t h e r case, a r e m a r k a b l e one. T h e wors t 
hous ing condi t ions exis t a t t h e p resen t t i m e p robab ly in 
Sou th Wales . I was r ead ing t h e o the r d a y an ar t icle 
in t h e DAILY NEWS, which has h a d a Commissioner investi-
ga t ing t h e hous ing condi t ions in S o u t h Wales . H e says :— 

T h e real p rob lem in Glamorgan is no t t h a t of t h e 
m i n i m u m wage, b u t t h a t of t h e housing condi t ions of 
t h e miners . 

a n d he proceeds t o give cer ta in dea th - r a t e s t o show t h e 
condi t ion of affairs in S o u t h Wales . T a k e t h e garden ci ty 
of L e t e h w o r t h . T h e y h a v e a d e a t h - r a t e t h e r e of only 
4 '8 per 1,000 a n d a n infant i le d e a t h - r a t e of 54'05. I n 
Pop la r which is p e r h a p s n o t t h e hea l th ies t pa r t of London 
i t is on ly 15*6 and t h e in fan t i le d e a t h - r a t e is 118, while in 
P e n y d a r r e n , a min ing t own on t h e m o u n t a i n side in South 
Wales t h e r e is a general d e a t h - r a t e of 19*7, or four more 
t h a n Pop la r , and an in fan t i le m o r t a l i t y of 10.1. 

I h a v e go t here one or two ex t r ac t s showing t h e condi t ions 
of hous ing in S o u t h Wales . T a k e Dowlais : I q u o t e t h e 
following f r o m a local accoun t :— 

I n 1910, a house- to-house v i s i ta t ion of t h e d is t r ic t 
of Dowla is showed t h a t t h e n u m b e r of houses wi th two 
rooms only was fifty-eight, and figures have been supplied 
b y t h e medical officer of hea l th showing t h a t in such 
hovels t h e m o d e r n s an i t a ry sys t em is unknown . There 
women a n d chi ldren a re huddled toge the r in def iance 
of eve ry moral and physical law. I n t h e house wi th 
t h r ee small rooms downs ta i r s and t h r ee a t t ics , t he r e 
lived no fewer t h a n e ighteen pe r sons—the occupier , 
two lodgers, a h u s b a n d and wife, and t h r ee chi ldren ; 
a n o t h e r h u s b a n d a n d wife, and m o t h e r ; and a th i rd 
h u s b a n d and wife, a n d five chi ldren, a n d so fo r th . 

T h e n t h e accoun t goes on t o men t ion :— 
A t T o n d u , nea r Maesteg, t h e home of t h e f amous 

Vernon H a r t s h o r n , t h e condi t ions a re as bad as, if no t 
worse, t h a n even those in t h e Mer thy r d is t r ic t . Two-
roomed houses a b o u n d , and t h e y a re overcrowded t o 
an a lmos t incredible degree. A b o u t 15 per cent , of t h e 
houses r en ted in T o n d u were such t h a t if a m a n a n d 
w o m a n a n d one child were p u t in each room to live and 
sleep, t he r e would be five u n h a p p y persons w i t h o u t a n y 
shel ter a t all. 
F r o m t h e u r b a n point of view the sooner we find some 

m e a n s of ge t t ing rid of t he se appal l ing condi t ions of housing, 
t he b e t t e r i t will be for t h e mora l and physical hea l th 
of t h e people . I pass t o t h e ru ra l problem, which is t h e 
mos t baff l ing one. I t a m o u n t s t o this, t h a t t he r e is a 
posi t ive d e a r t h of hous ing accommoda t ion in m a n y of our 

villages, and nobody will build. They will no t build 
because it does no t pay . T h e l andowners canno t build 
w i thou t loss, and you c a n n o t expec t t h e m to bui ld a t a heavy 
loss. If you a re going t o compel a m a n to m a k e a loss 
on his own es ta te , how are you going to do it ? T a k e t h e 
local au thor i t i e s : t hey h a v e tho power to build a n d acqui re 
land wi thout any diff icul ty b y compulsory purchase . 
B u t if t h e y build the re is a huge loss, and t h a t loss falls 
upon t h e ra tes . T h e condi t ion of affairs in t h e c o u n t r y 
d is t r ic ts has been m a d e d is t inc t ly worse in t h e last few years 
by the Hous ing and T o w n P l a n n i n g Act . I a m no t going 
t o b lame t h e Hous ing a n d T o w n P lann ing Ac t general ly, 
but 1 say, in one respect , it has m a d e t h e condi t ion of affairs 
worse, as eve rybody knows. T h e r e are increased powers 
to close insan i t a ry houses. W h a t happens ? T h e Act is 
pu t in force ; i n san i t a ry houses a re closed, no new houses 
a re bui l t , t h e peoplo a re t u r n e d o u t in to t h e s t ree ts , and 
the re is no shel ter in which t h e y can live. It. m a y interes t 
t h e P res iden t of t he Local G o v e r n m e n t Board t o know 
t h a t a l together , under t h e Hous ing a n d Town P l a n n i n g 
Act , only 116 cot tages h a v e been bui l t by local author i t ies , 
a n d in t h e last th ree years 1,344 houses have been closed. 
I will give t o t h e H o u s e one or two examples . T a k e , 
for ins tance , t h e Hunge r fo rd rura l d is t r ic t , in Berkshire . 
The re some houses were closed. W h a t happened . This 
i s t h e r e p o r t f r o m t h e N E W B U R Y W E E K L Y N E W S : — 

A co t t age was considered unf i t for hab i t a t ion , and 
t h e s a n i t a r y inspector served no t ice on the owner to p u t 
it in repai r . Tho landlord was only receiving a nominal 
ren t , a n d sooner t h a n go to t h c expense of doing t h e 
place u p he closod i t , w i t h t h e resul t t h a t tho m a n and 
his wife and four chi ldren had t o leave. Ano the r co t t age 
could no t b e found for t h e m , and for t h e p a s t th ree 
or four weeks t h e y h a v e been living in a sheep-house. 
This, in t u r n , has been declared unf i t for hab i t a t i on , 
and t h e m a n and his wife look like being homeless th is 
Chr is tmas . So, in t r y ing t o r e m e d y an evil, a g rea te r 
one h a s been caused. T h e only way of solving t h e 
diff icul ty seems to b e for t h e var ious local au thor i t i es 
t o m a k e provision u n d e r t h e Hous ing of t h e W o r k i n g 
Classes Act . Th i s w a s urged u p o n t h e Hunge r fo rd 
Dis t r ic t Council b y t he i r s a n i t a r y inspector , b u t they 
would no t en te r t a in t h e proposal for a m o m e n t , pre-
s u m a b l y on t h e g rounds of economy. 
There you h a v e t h e whole diff icul ty. You (-lose insani 

t a r y houses, and you c a n n o t a f ford t o build new houses. 
T h e resul t is t h a t these poor people a r e t u r n e d ou t a n d t hey 
h a v e nowhere else to go. Le t m e give t h e House a n o t h e r 
example in Bedfordshi re , a t a place called E a t o n B r a y . 
I quo te f rom THE LUTON REPORTER of 26th A u g u s t last :— 

T h e whole Council was a p p o i n t e d as a commi t t ee to 
ca r ry t he Hous ing and Town P l a n n i n g Act in to effect . 
Capta in Gilliat s t a ted t h a t if t h e y carr ied it o u t t h e 
ra tes , which were 6s. in t h e p o u n d , would go tip t o 12s. 
in t h e pound . T h e su rveyo r— 

This is not a l a n d o w n e r -
was of opinion t h a t it ce r ta in ly would be a serious 
m a t t e r t o ca r ry out t h o Act in some of t h e villages in 
t h e Council ' s area. I t would ru in everyone. 
I will give a n o t h e r example , at H e a t h u s e t t , in Nor fo lk , 

I t a k e it f r om THE EASTERN DAILY PRESS. Th i s par -
t icular p lace wished t o go in for a bui ld ing scheme. They 
had an inqu i ry held by t h o Local G o v e r n m e n t Board , as they 
were going t o borrow £1,500. A t t h e inqui ry evidence 
was p roduced to show t h a t the re was overcrowding, and 
t h a t t h e r e w a s nowhere for young marr ied couples to 
live. I t was shown t h a t t h e opera t ion of t h e r igh t hon. 
G e n t l e m a n ' s Act , by closing in san i t a ry dwellings, had 
m a d e m a t t e r s worse. T h e evidence of t h e inspector was : 

If we bui ld , we build a t a loss, unless we let for £9 
a year ; b u t t he people here c a n n o t possibly p a y more 
t h a n £7 a year . 
W h a t is t h e cause of t h e diff icul ty ? I t has been caused 

by t h e r equ i remen t s of t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd 
and t h e by- laws which a d d e d so largely t o t h e cost . I 
will sum u p t h e whole m a t t e r f r o m t h e rural po in t of view 
by quo t ing an ex t rac t f r o m a le t te r wr i t t en b y a c le rgyman 
to t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd on 3rd A u g u s t last year . 
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1 do n o t k n o w w h e t h e r t h e r igh t hon . G e n t l e m a n r e m e m b e r s 
th i s l e t t e r , or w h e t h e r a n y a t t e n t i o n w a s pa id t o i t . T h e 
le t t e r is f r o m t h e R e v . C. A. Wills, f o rmer ly c u r a t e a t 
Pe l t on , n e a r Chester - le-St ree t , in t h e c o u n t y of D u r h a m . 
H e says :— 

T h e r e a r e ce r t a in houses in P e l t o n which a r e an 
abso lu t e d isgrace t o t h e n a t i o n , a n d consequen t ly t h e 
i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y has been appa l l ing , a n d no d o u b t is 
still. These houses , Sir, a r e n o t f i t for a prize-dog. I 
go t so sick, somet imes , of b u r y i n g i n f an t s—indeed , v e r y 
o f t e n b a t c h e s of t w o s a n d th rees a t a t i m e — f r o m these 
a w f u l hovels t h a t I could s t a n d i t no longer, a n d I h a d 
to leave t h e place. W h a t good is t h e r e in p reach ing 
t h e gospe l—and we clergy a r e pa id for doing so—whils t 
th i s ho locaus t is going on f r o m d a y t o d a y . 

F r o m t h e d a y s of Lord S h a f t e s b u r y , w h o forced t he Libera l 
G o v e r n m e n t a t t h a t t ime, a n d in d a y s when the re w a s 
ob jec t ion t o a n y k i n d of in t e r f e rence t o pass t h e Hous ing 
Act , down t o t h e r i g h t hon. G e n t l e m a n opposi te , t h e r e 
h a v e been housing r e fo rmers in office a n d in th i s House , 
a n d H o u s i n g Ac t s h a v o been passed. I will q u o t e t h e 
r igh t lion. G e n t l e m a n a sentence, n o t d r a w n f r o m a n y b o d y 
on th i s side of t h e House , b u t f r o m his colleague, t h e 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r , on t h e Hous ing Act . I n 
dea l ing w i t h tho excessive s ickness c lause of t h e Na t iona l 
I n s u r a n c e Act , w h e r e b y he p roposed a ce r ta in r e m e d y — 
in m y belief, a n abso lu te ly inefficient r e m e d y — f o r th is evil, 
t h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r said, speak ing of t h e 
H o u s i n g Ac t s :— 

Most of t h e m aro m u m m i e s . T h e y a re n o t exercised, 
t he r e is no life in t h e m , t h e y a r e p u r e d u s t , a n d t h e y 
on ly h a v e ono f o r m and f e a t u r e of life. T h e r e is n o n e 
of t h e spi r i t a n d t h e soul in a n y of these powers . " 
As t h e r ight hon . G e n t l e m a n knows , t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y 

Council is c lear ing t h i s te r r ib le a r ea called t h e T a b a r d 
S t ree t area. Le t m e give t h e h i s to ry of t h a t u p t o t h e 
p resen t t ime . W e c a m e f o r w a r d w i t h a t h o r o u g h l y com-
prehens ive scheme, a n d we carr ied i t t h r o u g h t h e Council 
on 8 th N o v e m b e r , 1910. T h e n e x t s t ep was a Local 
G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d inqu i ry . W e b a d t o wai t un t i l t h e 
midd l e of April , 1911, before t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d 
could spa re us an inspector t o c a r r y out t h e inqu i ry . T h e 
i nqu i ry las ted t h r ee days . T h e n we wa i t ed unt i l t h e m i d d l e 
of A u g u s t be fore we got any answer f r o m t h e Local Govern-
m e n t B o a r d as t o t h e result of t h a t i nqu i ry . W h e n we go t 
t h e answer it w a s t o th i s effect : T h a t t h e y f o u n d o u r 
case p roved ; t h a t t h e p lace o u g h t to b e cleared ; b u t t h e y 
sugges ted ce r ta in m i n o r a l t e r a t ions in t h e scheme, chiefly 
concerned w i t h t h e rehousing, which is t h e second s tage , 
as t h e c learance necessari ly comes first. W e could no t deal 
w i t h it a t once, as t h e y de l ayed the i r answer un t i l t h e 
L o n d o n C o u n t y Counci l was on s u m m e r hol idays . T h e 
Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d de layed the i r answer un t i l t h e 
midd le of A u g u s t , w h e n t h e Council w a s n o t s i t t ing . N o 
sooner d id t h e Council mee t in N o v e m b e r t h a n we repl ied 
t o t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d , a n d we accep ted e v e r y 
single one of the i r suggest ions . T h a t was t h e first week in 
N o v e m b e r . F r o m t h a t d a y t o th i s we h a v e never got the i r 
f o r m a l sanc t ion . Peop le come t o me , a n d t h e y s ay , " W h y 
a re y o u n o t ge t t i ng on w i t h t h e T a b a r d Street scheme, 
a n d w h y do you let it go fes te r ing on ? " My answer is 
t h a t un t i l t he Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d a p p r o v e of t he p l a n 
w e c a n n o t , and we h a v e n o t got t he i r fo rmal sanc t ion . 
T h e r e is a case of a willing a u t h o r i t y , anx ious t o do the i r 
d u t y , anx ious t o spend a v e r y large s u m . 

The President of the Local Government Board (Mr. 
Burns) : I u n d e r s t a n d it w a s sanc t ioned on t h e 12th of 
th is m o n t h . 

Sir A. Grifllth-Boscawen : I n a n y case it is fou r m o n t h s 
since we accep ted every one of tho sugges t ions m a d e b y t h e 
Local G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd . T h e r igh t hon. G e n t l e m a n 
brought, in t h e H o u s i n g a n d T o w n P l a n n i n g Act. of 1909, 
one ar t ic le of which w a s t o m a k e hous ing opera t ions easier , 
cheaper , and qu icker t h a n t h e y h a d been before . T h e 
re su l t of th is Act h a s been, so far a s th is pa r t i cu la r scheme 
goes, t o de lay i t . a n d no th ing else. W e go f u r t h e r t h a n 
m e r e l y s u b s t i t u t i n g a de fau l t e r s ' c lause for t h e p resen t 
m a n d a m u s provis ion to set u p a new Hous ing D e p a r t m e n t 
sub jec t t o t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd ; a Hous ing Com-
mission of e x p e r t s in housing, one of t h e m t o be a m a n 
who is a n e x p e r t in ques t ions of u r b a n hous ing , a n o t h e r 
t o be a n expert, in ru ra l housing, a n d a th i rd to be a medica l 
officer of hea l th . Clause 1 se ts u p t h e Hous ing Com-

missioners , a n d in Clause 2 we give t h e m v e r y special 
powers . W e say t h a t where t h e local medica l officer of 
hea l th h a s failed t o represen t an a rea as i n s a n i t a r y — 
such fa i lures do occur somet imes , a l t hough I agree t h a t , 
as a rule, t h e r e is no finer body of m e n t h a n t h e local medical 
officers of h e a l t h — t h e Hous ing Commiss ioners m a y do 
his d u t y for him. W e also g ive t h e m a power , which I 
a m sure will be welcomed b y t h e r igh t hon . Gen t l eman , 
for t h e m o r e ef fec t ive ca r ry ing o u t of t h e H o u s i n g and 
T o w n P l a n n i n g Act of 1909. W e say t h a t t h e y shall h a v e 
the r igh t t o t a k e ac t ion unde r that . A c t in cases where 
it is imposs ib le to ge t ac t ion t a k e n e i ther b y t h e local 
council or by four res ident householders . I will quo te 
a n o t h e r of t h e right, hon. G e n t l e m a n ' s colleagues. T h e 
Secre ta ry t o t h e T r e a s u r y (Mr. Mas te rman) , w h o was, 1 
believe, one of t h e a u t h o r s of t h e T o w n P l a n n i n g Act , 
said t h a t t h e r e was t h e u t m o s t difficult y in ge t t i ng public-
spi r i ted r a t e p a y e r s t o t a k e t h e in i t ia t ive t o bear t h e 
ob loquy , a n d t o be responsible for t h e expense of a Local 
G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd inqui ry . W e propose t h a t in f u t u r e 
t h e Hous ing Commissioners shall be able t o do i t , a n d in 
t h a t w a y t h e r e will b e a n o p p o r t u n i t y of ca r ry ing ou t t h e 
Hous ing a n d Town P lann ing Ac t m o r e effect ively. 

W e p ropose boldly S t a t e aid for housing, t o sp read t h e 
b u r d e n over t h e b roade r shoulders of t h e t a x p a y e r s . T h a t 
is abso lu te ly necessary and i m p o r t a n t , because in no o the r 
w a y can you get th i s housing work carr ied ou t . The re is 
a b u n d a n t reason for this . As t h ings s t a n d now, if t h e 
whole b u r d e n is p laced on t h e local r a t epaye r s , poor dis-
t r i c t s h a v e t o bear t h e en t i re expense , while t h e r icher 
d is t r ic ts get off scot-free. L e t us see w h a t we a r e spend ing 
money on for na t iona l purposes now. I n connec t ion w i t h 
t h e R o a d B o a r d we a re spend ing £1,000,000 a year on 
s t r a igh ten ing roads . I do n o t d o u b t t h a t t h a t is a ve ry 
impor tant , a n d very useful m a t t e r . B u t is it n o t f a r more 
i m p o r t a n t t o p rov ide proper hous ing for t h e work ing 
classes ? Wou ld i t n o t be m u c h b e t t e r t o spend t h e 
money , i n s t ead of on s t r a igh ten ing roads , in giving decent, 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n t o work ing people 1 T h e I n s u r a n c e A c t 
of last yea r p rovides for t h e e x p e n d i t u r e of £1,000,000 
a yea r on sana tor ia . W h a t is t h e ob jec t of s a n a t o r i a '.' 
To cure t ube rcu l a r diseases. I s i t not f a r m o r e i m p o r t a n t 
to s t a m p ou t t h e breeding places of these diseases ? If you 
spend £1,000,000 a yea r in ge t t ing rid of s lums you would 
do fa r m o r e good t h a n b y mere ly t r y ing to cure t h e disease 
a f t e r i t has been con t r ac t ed . I can give examples t o show 
t h a t t h e s lums a re t h e real b reeding places of t he se diseases. 
A few yea r s ago t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y Council c leared a big 
area , k n o w n as t h e B o u n d a r y S t r ee t a rea , in Be thna l 
Green. T h e average d e a t h - r a t e f r o m t u b e r c u l a r diseases 
a t t h a t t i m e in t h e whole of L o n d o n was 2'69, bu t in t h e 
B o u n d a r y S t ree t a r ea i t was 8*5, or near ly f o u r t imes as 
grea t . T a k e a n o t h e r c a se—Gro t to Place , an a r e a we h o p e 
to clear when we ge t t h e sanc t ion of t h e Local Gove rnmen t 
Board . T h e average d e a t h - r a t e f r o m phth is i s in L o n d o n 
is 1'44 ; in Gro t to P lace i t is (i'10, o r near ly five t imes 
as g rea t . I t would be f a r more useful to s p e n d m o n e y 
in s t a m p i n g ou t t h e breeding places of these diseases t h a n 
t o come in a t a l a te r s t age a n d t r y t o cure t h e v ic t ims . 
There fo re we propose S t a t e aid b o t h for c learances and for 
house bui ld ing in t h e coun t ry . W e can see no o the r way of 
mee t ing t h e diff iculty. 

I w a n t t o see t h e work speeded up, a n d I say t h a t in such 
cases where expensive schemes a r e u n d e r t a k e n t h e r e should 
be power t o give a cer ta in a m o u n t of S t a t e a id t o w a r d s 
t he cost . T h a t appl ies also t o t h e bui ld ing of co t t ages 
in ru ra l d is t r ic ts . W h e r e the re is a house hunge r and it is 
qu i t e impossible to bui ld co t tages excep t a t a r e n t which 
t h e people canno t p a y , unless y o u a re t o incur a big loss, 
you can mee t t he diff icul ty ouly b y S t a t e aid. W e h a v e 
an e x a m p l e in t he Labou re r s ( I re land) Act . T h e r e you h a v e 
a process of cheap S t a t e loans a n d G o v e r n m e n t Gran t s , 
and w h a t has been t h e resul t ? U p t o 31st May, 1911, 
34,370 co t t ages h a v e been bui l t , a n d power a n d money 
were t a k e n last yea r to build 6,000 more . T h e resul t is, 
as t h e Chief Secre ta ry has told us a g rea t improvement 
in t h e condi t ion of t h e I r i sh people. T h e y a r e p a y i n g 
now for decent co t t ages smaller r en t s t h a n t h e y used t o 
p a y for wre tched m u d hovels a few yea r s ago. T h e s y s t e m 
works out in this w a y : t he r a t e p a v e r s c o n t r i b u t e 6-33rds 
of t h e cost , t h e S t a t e l l - 3 3 r d s , a n d ' t h e t e n a n t 16-33rds. 

1 know t h a t it will be said t h a t S t a t e aid t o w a r d s housing 
and bui ld ing, w h e t h e r in I re land or in Eng land , is s imply 
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subsidising r e n t s ou t of publ ic money . Bu t tha t is done 
now o u t of t h e r a t e s to a large e x t e n t — a n d m u s t be. All 
we propose is to come t o t he ass is tance of t he r a t e p a y e r s 
and " speed up " t h e process by devo t ing a l i t t le public 
money t o help t h e r a t e p a y e r t o provide these houses 
where t h e y a re u rgen t ly needed. I know people say 
t h a t a b e t t e r p lan would be a general rise, in wages. [Hon. 
M e m b e r s : " H e a r , h e a r . " ] I agree. T h a t would be t he 
best so lu t ion . B u t a re we going to wai t unt i l t h a t t akes 
place, a n d allow t h e people to live in these insan i ta ry 
houses ? 1 say t h a t someth ing m u s t be done a t once. 
Prac t ica l ly no th ing is being done now, a n d t h a t is our 
reason for b r ing ing in a Bill of this sor t a t t he present t ime. 
A Compensa t ion Clause, Hous ing Commissioners, a n d S t a t e 
Aid, a r e t h e th ree pr incipal po in t s of th is Bill. 

W e a re t r y i n g in var ious ways t o cheapen, assist, and 
smoo th t h e opera t ions of t h e present Act. Le t m e give 
examples . W e are t r y i n g to m a k e the s lum clearance 
schemes unde r P a r t I. cheaper aud easier by Clauses 9 and 7. 
By Clause 9 we e n d e a v o u r to a r r ange t h a t evidence shall be 
received as to overcrowding which will p r even t t h e s lum 
owner ge t t i ng more t h a n he ought in t he case of a c learance 
scheme. T h a t was a lways in t ended under t he Act of 1890. 
It has no t worked well in pract ice . W e propose in Clause 7 
to cheapen t h e process of s lum-clear ing by enac t ing t h a t 
where t h e r e are oppor tun i t i e s for cheap t rave l rehous ing 
m a y t a k e place t o a considerable ex t en t , no t on t h e site, 
b u t in t h e suburbs . It will be m u c h be t t e r for t h e people 
socially, a n d a t t h e s ame t ime relieve us of t h e f ea r fu l cost 
of a t t e m p t i n g t h e rel ieving of t h e working classes in cent ra l 
p a r t s whe re land is ve ry expensive. To enac t P a r t 11. 
t h a t is of t h e pr incipal Ac t—which deals w i t h t h e demol i t ion 
and t h e closing of i n san i t a ry houses, we propose b y Clause 8 
grea t ly t o fac i l i ta te t h a t process. I a m told t h a t Clause 8 
is likely t o mee t wi th s t rong opposi t ion f r o m t h e o ther side 
of t h e H o u s e because it provides , in t he ease of t h e demoli-
t ion of i n san i t a ry houses, t h a t t he r e m a y be, under cer ta in 
condi t ions , compensa t ion given to t h e owner . People 
have said t h a t is a clause for giving more m o n e y to t he 
s lum owner . This pa r t i cu la r clause is in t h e Liverpool 
Act of 1864, a n d has p roved m o s t beneficial. E x p e r t s ol' 
t h e L o n d o n Coun ty Council assure m e t h a t it would be 
of groat ass is tance in London . W h a t does it provide '! 
A t p resen t , when you deal wi th a s lum area you can only 
proceed as a rule unde r Clause 1- -a wholesale and expensive 
process. I n some cases—small a r eas—you can only 
proceed u n d e r P a r t I I . , a n d here y o u a re f r e q u e n t l y blocked 
by t h e f a c t t h a t if you pull a m a n ' s house down you leave 
h i m control of t he site, a n d there is no th ing to p r even t h im 
bui lding aga in , a n d so spoil ing t h e effect iveness of you r efforts. 
All we here propose is t h a t if a m a n is willing to en ter in to 
a c o n t r a c t never to bui ld again on the s i te w i thou t t he 
consent of t h e local a u t h o r i t v he m a y be given compensa t ion . 

Mr. Charles Bathurs t : 1 desire to second the Motion 
for t he Second R e a d i n g of th is Bill f r om t h e rural s tand-
point . One difficulty in rural d is t r ic ts to -day is t ha t 
t h e closing order m a y be m a d e under pressure by rural 
d is t r ic t councils, followed logically b y a demol i t ion order , 
and n o t h i n g w h a t e v e r be done to provide t h e houses 
necessary to replace those t h a t h a v e been removed . T h e 
resul t is t h a t t he hous ing condi t ions in m a n y villages are 
cons iderably worse t h a n t hey were prior to t he passing 
of t h e Hous ing a n d T o w n P lann ing Act . 

T h e second reason is t h a t factor ies are being set up to a 
grea te r e x t e n t ou ts ide t h e c rowded u r b a n areas t han 
former ly , largely owing t o t he supposed improved san i t a t ion 
and h e a l t h y condi t ions in t h e c o u n t r y dis t r ic ts , a n d largely-
owing t o t h e serious b u r d e n of t h e ra tes in m a n y of our 
overcrowded u r b a n areas. Ju s t t a k e t h e last case, t he case 
of a f ac to rv put u p w i thou t any warn ing in a pure ly rural 
d i s t r ic t . W h a t h a p p e n s V There is no obl igat ion th rown 
upon those who put it u p to provide tho necessary accom-
moda t ion for t h e work ing classes whom they employ. 
T h e result is t ha t overcrowding at once takes place. T h e 
agr icu l tura l labourers , who can only afford to pay low rents , 
a re d r i v e n ou t of t he bes t of t he co t tages in f avour of those 
who can p a y 1 uglier r en t s , or t hey adop t t ha t pernicious 
sys t em of t a k i n g in lodgers, the reby seriously agg rava t ing 
t h e social evils which previously exis ted. La te ly t he 
Local G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd lias issued a Whi t e Pape r , to one 
q a r t of which m y hon. F r i end lias referred. T h a t P a p e r 
shows t h a t , excluding t h e Chester-le-Street improvemen t 
for f i f ty co t tages , for which a loan of £11,960 was g r a n t e d , 

since tho pass ing of the Act only e ight ru ra l distr ict councils 
h a v e liorrowed money for bui ld ing and recons t ruc t ion 
purposes under Par t 111. of t h e pr incipal Act. 

W e spend out of t he publ ic f u n d s enormous sums to -day . 
n o t merely upon our Poor Law, bu t upon infirmaries , 
hospitals , and on lunat ic asylums, which are very largely 
filled as t he result of t h e overc rowding tha t goes on in 
workmen ' s cot tages , and we are faced at present wi th a 
large and increasing e x p e n d i t u r e u p o n tho medical treat 
lnen t of our school chi ldren. 1 v e n t u r e to say, wi thout 
fear of cont rad ic t ion , t h a t no more a la rming document 
has ever been put fo rward by any public Depar tment 
t h a n the last report of t he Medical Inspec t ion of School 
Children by Sir George N e w m a n , t h e medical officer of the 
Board of Educa t ion . Th i s House , and I lie coun t ry 
general ly , h a v e t a k e n too little interest- in that repor t . 
They have considered too li t t le t he causes which underl ie 
t he l amentab le condi t ion of the m a j o r i t y of our school 
children —even in our c o u n t r y d is t r ic ts . May 1 just 
shor t ly refer to th is R e p o r t . W e find that no less t h a n 
10 per cent , of t he chi ldren in our e lementary schools 
are suffer ing f rom defec t ive vision ; (1 to 8 per cent , a re 
suffer ing f r o m nose and throat defects , which are largely 
t raceable to lack of ven t i l a t ion a n d proper san i t a t ion ; 
a n d 40 per cent , are suffer ing f rom extens ive and in jur ious 
diseases of t he t e e th ; f r om 30 to 40 per cent . , and some-
t imes more , suffer f rom unclean heads and bodies, a con-
di t ion largely d u e to t h e d i r t iness and unwholesome con-
di t ions of the i r sur roundings , a n d 1 per cent , f r om tuber -
culosis in a readi ly recognisable fo rm. If 1 per cent , is 
suffer ing f rom t h e disease in t h a t f o r m we m a y assume 
t h a t at least five t imes t h a t n u m b e r a rc suffer ing f rom it in a 
f o rm not ye t come t h u s to be recognised. In add i t ion to 
t h a t we learn tha t a very considerable pe rcen tage a re 
suffer ing f r o m m a l n u t r i t i o n and ameni ia , not necessarily 
d u e to insufficient food b u t to impa i red or very low vi ta l i ty . 
A very largo p ropor t ion I will no t s ay t h e m a j o r i t y -
of t he cases of tuberculos is in th is c o u n t r y are not due, 
as some scientific men seem to t h i n k , to t h e exis tence of t he 
ge rms of th is disease in large q u a n t i t i e s in milk or o the r 
sources of infect ion, bu t a r e d u e t o t h e predisposi t ion and 
there fore suscept ibi l i ty to disease resul t ing from impai red 
or low vi ta l i ty of those who suffer f rom it. T h e medical 
officer of t he Board of E d u c a t i o n winds up his repor t wi th 
these words : 

It is to t he gradual improvemen t of t he home tha t 
local educa t ion au thor i t i e s should p r imar i ly look for 
relief for t he special difficulties which con f ron t t hem 
t h r o u g h the m a l n u t r i t i o n of t h e child. 
T h e Local Governmen t Board h a v e also lately publ ished 

the i r medical officer's R e p o r t , and 1 t h i n k it is somewha t 
significant of t h e housing mach ine ry of t he D e p a r t m e n t 
t h a t , whereas t he r e are 480 pages in t h a t Repor t , seven ty-
two of which consist of t h e ac tua l t e x t of t he R e p o r t and 
the r ema inde r of var ious appendices , only one page is 
devo ted to the housing work of t h e D e p a r t m e n t . What 
does tha t page tell us ? It says t h a t in t he course of t he 
next few years t he house- to-house inspect ion necessarily 
pre l iminary to the effect ive admin i s t r a t i on of t he Act will 
be carr ied ou t . It d r aws a t t en t i on t o t h e fact t h a t ill t h e 
yea r 1010 Regula t ions were issued by t h e Board po in t ing 
out t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e a p p o i n t m e n t by local au thor i t i e s 
of d is t r ic t inspectors in order to o b t a i n a comple te survey 
of t h e houses wi th in the i r own dis t r ic t . We are not going 
t o see t h a t survey comple ted , even on the showing of t h e 
r ight hon. G e n t l e m a n or his chief medica l adviser , for t he 
next few years . W h y c a n n o t it be speeded u p ? W h y 
c a n n o t we h a v e a comple te repor t as to t he housing con 
di t ions of every s a n i t a r y a rea in t h e c o u n t r y V H o w are 
t h e local au tho r i t i e s to do tho work expec ted of the in '! 

Dur ing t h e course of tho I n s u r a n c e Bill t h r o u g h this 
House s t ress was laid b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t on t h e a m o u n t 
of r h e u m a t i s m which was supposed to d e t r a c t f rom the 
va lue of t h e agr icu l tura l labourer ' s life, and it was assumed 
tha t t he r h e u m a t i s m was main ly t r aceab le t o t h e m a n 
hav ing to work in till wea the r s in t h e field. T ven tu re 
t o suggest to th is House that t he rheuma t i sm , w i t h i ts 
subsequen t ills, existed vory largely owing to t h e d a m p 
condi t ion of t h e co t tages in which these labourers live. 
I t h ink a ve ry small p ropor t ion of t h e r h e u m a t i s m f r o m 
which the agr icu l tura l l abourer suffers is con t rac ted t h r o u g h 
ac t ive work in t he field. Curiously enough, under t he 
exist ing condi t ions , the H o u s i n g Acts a r e t h e l e a s t desirable 
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channe l t h r o u g h wh ich houses can be bui l t in c o u n t r y 
d is t r ic t s . As A l d e r m a n T h o m p s o n h a s po in ted o u t — 
a n d I would t a k e th i s o p p o r t u n i t y of c o m m e n d i n g t h e 
excel lent work he h a s done in po in t i ng o u t t h e condi t ions 
of hous ing in ru ra l d i s t r i c t s—rea l ly t h e m o s t e f fec t ive 
w a y of ob t a in ing a n amel io ra t ion of t hose condi t ions 
is to proceed t h r o u g h t h e Smal l Ho ld ings Al lo tmen t Ac t , 
1908, u n d e r which co t t ages can bo p rov ided u n d e r m u c h 
m o r e s imple m a c h i n e r y as an a n n e x e t o a l lo tmen t . 

M a y I ask t h e H o u s e w h e t h e r t h e y rea l ly consider , as 
has been f r e q u e n t l y s t a t e d in t h e p a s t , t h a t t h e agr icu l tu ra l 
l abourer , u n d e r ex i s t ing condi t ions , can p rope r ly be called 
t h e b a c k b o n e of t h e n a t i o n ? W h e n y o u find—I a m sor ry 
t o s a y t h a t oven in m y own cons t i t uency I know cases 
such as I a m a b o u t t o desc r ibe—when you find houses 
whero windows will n o t open ; whe re t he r e a re no m e a n s 
of a l t e r n a t i v e ven t i l a t ion , even t h r o u g h a flue ; whe re 
t h e walls, even in c o m p a r a t i v e l y d r y w e a t h e r a r e exceedingly 
d a m p ; where t h o doors , t h r o u g h lack of repai r , offer no 
p ro t ec t ion aga ins t t h e east w ind ; w h e r e you find, owing 
to de fec t ive g u t t e r i n g or un repa i r ed roofs, a p e r p e t u a l 
d a m p in t h e ceiling, a n d where f inal ly you find a whole 
fami ly , a n d possibly a lodger, inc lud ing t h e a d u l t m e m b e r s 
of t h e fami ly , s leeping t oge the r in one room in a condi t ion 
of p romiscuous indocency, how can y o u r easonab ly say 
t h a t where such condi t ions exist you a r e p rov id ing a 
va luab le asset t o bu i ld u p t h e m a n h o o d of a na t ion , or t h a t 
y o u a r e j u s t i f y ing t h e e n o r m o u s e x p e n d i t u r e which is 
going on t o - d a y t o r emove t h e m a n y de fec t s t h a t a r e 
t r a c e a b l e to these condi t ions . W e b o a s t in th i s c o u n t r y 
of o u r civil isat ion, b u t I v e n t u r e t o say t h a t we o u g h t 
t o hes i t a t e t o m a k e a n y such b o a s t unt i l wo cease to res t 
c o n t e n t wi th m e r e pa l l ia t ives a n d cures , a n d get d o w n 
to t h e bedrock cause of t h e bu lk of t h e n a t i o n ' s ills, a n d 
do all in our power t o r e m e d y t h e m . 

Mr. Wedgwood : I beg t o move , as a n A m e n d m e n t , 
to leave ou t t h e word " n o w , " a n d , a t t h e end of t h e Ques t ion , 
t o a d d t h e words " u p o n th i s d a y six m o n t h s . " 

T h e a r g u m e n t s wh ich a r e b e h i n d th i s Bill were t h e 
a r g u m e n t s used b y t h e ear ly F a b i a n s a b o u t t h i r t y yea r s ago 
a t t h e s t r ee t corners . T h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of th i s Bill 
a r e tho s a m e crude , i l l - thought ou t , economical ly u n s o u n d 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t h a t were m a d e in those days . Socialism 
h a s cas t t h e m off, a n d t hey h a v e been t a k e n u p b y t h e T o r y 
p a r t y a n d r e p r o d u c e d in th i s Bill. Le t m e go a l i t t le 
in to detai ls . T h e Bill opens w i t h a sect ion a p p o i n t i n g t h e 
usua l new d e p a r t m e n t . More jobs , pol i t ical jobs , of 
course , more f a t sa lar ies for t h e c a d e t m e m b e r s of t h o 
l anded families. T h o Bill s ays t h a t a new d e p a r t m e n t 
is t o b e se t u p in t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d — i n t h e 
Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d , a l t h o u g h t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t 
B o a r d cannot, m a n a g e t h e bus iness t h a t i t has a t p re sen t . 

T h i s new d e p a r t m e n t is t o be composed a t t h e t o p 
of t h r e e Hous ing Commissioners . Of course, t he r e is t h e 
inev i t ab le provis ion t h a t a d u l y qual if ied medica l p rac -
t i t ione r is t o be one of t h e commiss ioners . I t seems t o bo 
inev i t ab le t h a t if you a re i n t roduc ing a Bill i n to th is H o u s e 
you m u s t a c c o m p a n y it b y a d u l y qualif ied medica l p rac t i -
t ioner . Besides t h a t , wo h a v e t h e usual two sociological 
exper t s . These t h r e e people a r e t o bo a p p o i n t e d a t a 
suff icient sa lary , a n d to be called commiss ioners . I t h i n k 
t h o lion. Members migh t h a v e avoided t h e word " com-
miss ioners , " seeing how m u c h commiss ioners h a v e been 
t h r o w n in our t e e t h du r ing t h e last few years . I t is a f resh 
m o v e on t h e p a r t of t h e Conse rva t ive p a r t y t o i n t roduce 
m o r e commiss ioners in to t h e G o v e r n m e n t of th i s c o u n t r y . 
L e t m o suggest t o t h e m t h a t i t is no t suff icient t o a p p o i n t 
t h r e e commiss ioners only. As soon as t h e y a re a p p o i n t e d 
t h e y will requi re g inger ingyn d u e course b y t h e a p p o i n t m e n t 
of six add i t iona l commiss ioners , as in t h e case of t h e Small 
Hold ings Commissioners . Th i s will be a n expans ib le 
b o d y ; you a re no t l imi t ing t h e jobs t o th ree , nor do you 
l imit i t t o t h e t h r ee people in th i s Bill. A new d e p a r t m e n t 
m e a n s a whole new series f r o m t o p to b o t t o m of pr inc ipal 
clerks, senior clerks, jun ior clerks, a n d all t h e res t of i t . 
All t hese jobs will b e c rea ted b y a p a r t y which has been 
sugges t ing t h a t we were c o r r u p t pol i t ical ly, because we were 
c r ea t ing so m a n y jobs , ye t t h e bes t t h e y can do is to offer 
us a Bill l ike this , m a k i n g m o r e jobs. These new com-
miss ioners a re a p p a r e n t l y t o go r o u n d on a so r t of fishing 
inqu i ry t o see t o w h a t e x t e n t t h e r e is likely to ar ise in t h e 
d i s t r i c t of a n y local a u t h o r i t y a n y need for i m p r o v e m e n t 
schemes . T h e y will no t h a v e t o go fa r . 

W e come on t o Clause 2, which gives beau t i fu l l y t he 
whole in te r fe rence w i t h t h e local a u t h o r i t y t h a t is to be 
p u t in to t h e h a n d s of t h e new au toc racy . T h e Hous ing 
Commissioners m a y a t a n y t i m e m a k e represen ta t ions 
to t h e local a u t h o r i t y . You observe i t is n o t t h e Local 
G o v e r n m e n t Board , b u t it is t h e a u t o c r a t i c Hous ing 
Commiss ioners themselves , w i t h o u t a n y Order f r o m the 
B o a r d or a n y b o d y t o exercise a check u p o n t h e m . I hope 
t h e hon . Members h a v e consul ted t h e c o u n t y councils 
u p o n th i s ques t ion . If t h e local a u t h o r i t y does n o t do 
w h a t it is to ld , ac t ion m a y b e t a k e n u p o n t h e r epo r t of 
t h e H o u s i n g Commissioner , a n d t h e ac t ion t h a t is to be 
t a k e n is t h a t t h e work is to be carr ied ou t b y t h e Local 
G o v e r n m e n t Board , of course over t h e head of t h e local 
a u t h o r i t y , a n d ins tead of issuing a m a n d a m u s — a far 
m o r e diff icult fo rm even t h a n t h e m a n d a m u s t o p u t in to 
f o r c e — t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d tire t o levy local 
r a t e s t h r o u g h the i r own officials in t h e local i ty against 
t h e will of t h e local a u t h o r i t y . Of all t h e wild schemes of 
b r ing ing pressure t o bea r on a local a u t h o r i t y t h i s m u s t be 
t h e wildest . I s t h e hon . M e m b e r a w a r e t h a t a t present 
t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd a n d t h e B o a r d of E d u c a t i o n 
h a v e sa t i s f ac to ry m e a n s , if t h e y like t o use t h e m , of br inging 
pressure t o bea r on local au thor i t i e s b y wi thho ld ing G r a n t s ? 
H e r e you a r e propos ing t h a t you should no t on ly levy a 
r a t e , b u t ac tua l ly m a k e t h e ra te , a n d say w h a t is t o be 
assessed upon . All I can say is, let t h e m t r y a n d see what 
t h e local au thor i t i e s will say. If all t h a t m a c h i n e r y for 
m a k i n g you r hous ing Acts work has fai led, is i t n o t about 
t i m e t h a t we d r o p p e d th i s series of Hous ing Acts—1890, 
1892, 1893, 1899, 1903, 1906, a n d 1909 ? H o w m a n y 
m o r e do y o u w a n t be fo re you will b e convinced t h a t i t is 
impossible in th is w a y t o get decen t hous ing for t h e people 
of t h e c o u n t r y ? T h e n we pas s on f r o m t h a t pa r t i cu la r 
dodge to deal wi th overc rowding t o t h e n e x t dodge . 

I n Clause 5, you a r e increasing t h e power of t h e local 
au tho r i t i e s t o b u y a n d t o job. I t seems t o m e i t is inevi table 
whenever t h e T o r y p a r t y t a k e u p th i s ques t ion of t h e land 
t h a t t h e y should deal w i t h i t f r o m t h e po in t of view of seeing 
how i t is possible t o secure t h e m a x i m u m of compensa t ion 
for t h e owner , t h e m a x i m u m a m o u n t of in te r fe rence wi th 
eve rybody , and t h e m i n i m u m resu l t t o t h e c o m m u n i t y 
as a whole. W e h a v e a scheme u n d e r Clause 8 la te r on for 
c o m p e n s a t i n g these owners of p r o p e r t y . I t h i n k it was 
t h e r igh t hon. G e n t l e m a n (Mr. J o s e p h Chamber la in ) who 
said, a f t e r he had gone over t o t h e o the r side on H o m e R u l e 
in t h e 'n inet ies , t h a t a man. who owned b a d houses should be 
t r e a t e d like a m a n who owned b a d m e a t , a n d should h a v e 
his p r o p e r t y des t royed for h im, a n d here you a r e propos ing 
for t h e first t ime n o t to ca r ry o u t t h e demol i t ion orders 
which you a re al lowed a t p r e s e n t t o ca r ry o u t b y law, 
b u t t o p a y compensa t ion t o t h e owners of t h e houses 
you a re propos ing t o des t roy , if t h e y promise n o t t o p u t 
u p new houses on t h e site of t h e land . Y o u can a t present 
de s t roy t h e p r o p e r t y when i t is in a n i n san i t a ry , r o t t e n 
condi t ion w i t h o u t h a v i n g to p a y t h e m for i t . 

Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen : So you could if th i s clause 
passed. I t only says if you l ike t o give t h e m compensa t ion 
oil t h e condi t ion t h a t t h e y will n o t bui ld aga in you can 
do so. I t does no t t a k e a w a y f r o m a n y power which exis ts 
a t present a t all. 

Mr. Wedgwood : I beg t h e hon . a n d ga l lan t Gen t l eman ' s 
p a r d o n , i t does. I t enables t h e m to get h igher compensa-
t ion. You say t h e local a u t h o r i t y has t h e opt ion of pay ing , 
t he re fo re t h e p r o p e r t y is of more va lue t h a n i t o therwise 
would be, and t h e owner will n o t let i t b e pul led down 
because he will now h a v e b y A c t of P a r l i a m e n t an oppor-
t u n i t y of ge t t ing compensa t ion which he h a d n o t before . 
I come t o Clause 6. F o r t h e p u r p o s e of ca r ry ing out a n y 
pa r t i cu l a r i m p r o v e m e n t tho local a u t h o r i t y m a y re lax 
a n y by- laws. I a m t h a n k f u l t h a t t h e r e is a t least one 
clause in t h e Bill of which I can hea r t i ly app rove . There 
is one good th ing in t h e Bill in respec t t h a t y o u a re pro-
posing t o pass a clause which will enable local au thor i t i es , 
w i t h t h e consent of t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d , t o smash 
u p p rev ious Acts . You a re enab l ing t h e Governmen t 
t o un t i e t h e kno t s which you yourself h a v e t ied in previous 
Acts . I a m no t a t all cer ta in t h a t if t h a t one c lause had 
been b r o u g h t in b y itself it would n o t h a v e passed t h r o u g h 
t h e H o u s e w i t h acc lamat ion , because i t would u n d o m a n y of 
t h e r o t t e n Ac t s which were passed in bygone days . Clause 7 
is one which I canno t commend . I would l ike t o ask t h e 
hon . G e n t l e m a n (Sir A. Gri f f i th-Boscawen) who, I p resume, 
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dra f t ed t h e Bill, t o say who are t h e people described as t h e 
working class who a re t o h a v e cheap t rave l provided for 
t h e m t o enable t h e m t o live a t some d is tance f r o m their 
place of e m p l o y m e n t ? I wish t o know who the working 
classes in th i s c o u n t r y are. I liopo we a re no t p u t t i n g 
people in to the i r d i f fe ren t castes and providing legislation 
for t h e m . W h y do you n o t m a k e t h e working classes wear 
a d i s t inc t ive un i fo rm, so t h a t you can pick t h e m out a t 
once ? I t is a lways legislation m a d e by t h e good, k ind 
people o n t h e t o p for t h e working classes, as if tho working 
classes could no t be t r u s t e d to legislate for themselves . 

Clause 9 is really m o s t in teres t ing. T h e whole difficulty 
in t he w a y of hous ing of t h e working classes unde r t h e Acts 
passed be tween 1890 a n d 1909 has been t h e difficulty of 
deal ing w i t h t h e compensa t ion quest ion, a n d each Act 
t h a t has dea l t w i t h it has done so in a di f ferent way and by 
di f ferent mach ine ry t o see wha t compensa t ion should be 
paid t o t h e owners of r o t t e n p rope r ty . If you t r ace ou t 
t h e schemes b y which compensa t ion is to be awarded , 
t hey all w i t h one accord come back t o t h e L a n d s Clauses 
Act of 1845. If t he r e is one pr inciple rooted in t h e Con-
se rva t ive p a r t y i t is t h a t the re m u s t be no scheme t h a t 
gets a w a y f r o m t h a t Act , a n d consequent ly we see different 
schemes in t roduced so t h a t compensa t ion shall be pa id , 
t h o u g h n o t on so excesive a scale as in t he case of ra i lway 
companies . Clause 9 of this Bill is ano the r modi fy ing 
link in t h e chain to give t h e v ic t im a chance of b r ea th ing 
a l i t t le m o r e freely, if he canno t get away. T h e diff iculty 
of hon. Members oppos i te in devising schemes whereby 
p lunder can be got ou t of t h e people is t h a t a general 
va lua t ion of all land a n d p rope r ty in t h e whole c o u n t r y is 
being m a d e , so t h a t i t becomes increasingly difficult to 
i nven t reasons why a special class should be t r e a t e d as a 
special case which ough t t o h a v e special legislation accorded 
t o t h e m . 

You would h a v e t hough t t h a t , in in t roduc ing a new 
Hous ing Bill and fixing w h a t compensa t ion is t o be paid 
t o t h e landlords , some regard , possibly a pass ing notice, 
would be h a d to th i s general va lua t ion , and t h a t t h e a rb i t ra -
to r would a t least be asked t o look a t i t , if no t to t a k e it as a 
basis. T h e y h a v e t a k e n t h e old scheme of bas ing com-
pensa t ion on ren ta l . I n t h e old Acts passed on t h e quest ion 
of t h e hous ing of t h e work ing classes, it s t r u c k t h e pro-
mo te r s t h a t i t was r a t h e r unfa i r t o give addi t iona l com-
pensa t ion where people were hudd led together , t en families 
in a house, or where t h e landlords got addi t iona l r en t s owing 
t o t h e immora l cha rac t e r of t h e i nhab i t an t s , and t hey 
decided no t t o t a k e t h e ful l ren ta l as t h e basis, b u t only t h e 
ren ta l t h a t would h a v e been got if t h e p r o p e r t y had been 
used in an o rd inary a n d decent m a n n e r . Hon . Members 
who in t roduce th is Bill h a v e inser ted Clause 9. I t t h rows 
t h e onus of proof on t h e owners, and so far t h a t is a slight 
i m p r o v e m e n t on t h e exis t ing s t a t e of affairs. B u t why 
no t t a k e t h e va lua t ion a n d have done w i th it ? W h y h a v e 
th is special class of a r b i t r a t o r s ? I t h ink a new vested 
in teres t is going t o be set u p unde r th is Bi l l—a class of 
a r b i t r a t o r s for t h e va lua t i on of land. You h a v e a t present 
one s y s t e m of a r b i t r a t i o n of lands t a k e n b y ra i lway com-
panies, a n o t h e r sys t em in t h e case of t h e compulsory 
app rop r i a t i on of land b y t h e S ta te , a th i rd sys t em for t he 
work in connec t ion wi th small holdings, and now you 
have a f o u r t h sys t em in t h i s Bill. I suppose it is wi th in 
t h e wi t of m a n to i nven t a few more sys tems of a rb i t r a t i on 
t o decide w h a t compensa t ion is t o be given to landlords. 
I tell you t he re is one s t r a igh t fo rward way a n d t h a t is 
t o go t o t h e new D o o m s d a y Book and get it ou t of t h a t . 

I come now to t h e real kernel of th is Bill—Clauses 11 
and 12. These a re t h e clauses unde r which t h e money 
is to be found . I t is t o be found b y t h e o rd inary t a x p a y e r , 
and where is it t o go ? P a r t of it in to t he pocke ts of t h e 
Hous ing Commissioners a n d the i r D e p a r t m e n t , a n d t h e 
rest of i t is t o go as a subs idy for t h e bui ld ing of co t tages 
in t he c o u n t r y and le t t ing these co t tages a t cha r i ty rents . 
You a re going t o p rov ide half of t h e cost of bui ld ing the 
cot tages . W h a t will be t h e resul t of provid ing t h e local 
au thor i t i e s w i t h t h e half of t h e cost ? T h e resul t will be 
t h a t local bui lders will be unab le to c o m p e t e wi th t h e 
local au thor i t i es . 

T h e local au thor i t i e s bui ld ing houses a t half-pr ice would 
p reven t a n y o n e else f r o m bui lding t h e m , and th i s would 
des t roy p r i v a t e en te rpr i se a l together . You will h a v e 
t h e pa r i sh counci l employing the par i sh a rch i tec t a n d t h e 
par ish clerk of work--, and bui ld ing the i r own co t tages and 

le t t ing t h e m a t cha r i ty ren t s , all ou t of tho money of t he 
t a x p a y e r . Hon . Members opposi te a re anx ious to 
p e r p e t u a t e t h e sys t em of al lowing labourers t o live in 
co t tages a t Is. a week. Tho Seconder of th i s measu re 
poin ted ou t , qu i t e r ight ly , t h a t it w a s a n in iqui tous sys tem, 
y e t here in th is Bill you a r e propos ing t o p e r p e t u a t e t h a t 
s t a t e of affairs . 

Mr. W. Thorne : Hea r , hear . 
Mr. Wedgwood : T h e hon. Member for S o u t h - W e s t H a m 

th inks t h a t co t tages let a t cha r i ty r en t s aro good for t he 
working classes. L e t m e tell h im t h a t th is sys tem of c h a r i t y 
r en t s is one sa fe way of d r iv ing down wages in this c o u n t r y . 

I t no t only affects t h e people who live in these cot tages , 
b u t i t affects t h e whole of labour , w h e t h e r living in these 
co t tages or no t . If you p rov ide these people wi th t h e 
oppor tun i t i e s of ge t t ing houses so cheap ly as t h a t thoy will 
he able t o u n d e r c u t t h e wages of o the r people a n d dr ive 
down wages, so t h a t it would no t only ru in tho par t i cu la r 
people in those houses, b u t t he whole of labour . Surely 
hon. Members opposi te , if t h e y do no t know a n y t h i n g 
a b o u t polit ical economy, h a v e hea rd someth ing of t he 
economic h is tory of t h e coun t ry , a n d thoy know of t h e 
sys tem u n d e r which wages were assisted ou t of t h e Poor 
Law. T h e old Poor Law was repealed as long ago as 1835, 
and t h e m a i n g round of t h e appeal was because of t he 
in iqui tous sys t em which was in t roduced by good and well-
mean ing people, like themselves . T h e y found t h a t wages 
were no longer a d e q u a t e t o s u p p o r t t h e agr icu l tura l 
labourer ; t h e y found t h a t t h e pr ice of food was rising 
a n d t h a t t h e agr icul tura l labourer was s t a rv ing ; a n d the 
parsons a n d mag i s t r a t e s devised t h e sys tem which allowed 
t h e wages of t h e agr icul tura l labourer to va ry w i t h t he 
n u m b e r of his f ami ly a n d t h e price offered, and t h e y were 
t h e r e b y enabled to p a y wages ou t of ra tes . He re you a re 
proposing, s even ty or e igh ty years la ter , to do exac t ly 
t h e same th ing , t o assist wages ou t of t h e ra tes and taxes ; 
and t h e resul t can only be ru in to t h e working classes. 

This measu re shows u p Tory f inance and economics 
in i ts ve ry bes t m e t h o d . Section 15 has no th ing w h a t e v e r 
to do wi th t h e rest of t h e Bill, b u t deals wi th an Act of 
P a r l i a m e n t passed in 1899—the Small Dwell ings Acquisi t ion 
Act . 

This p repos te rous Act , t h a t was never ac ted upon , only 
allowed t h e local a u t h o r i t y t o a d v a n c e u p to four - f i f ths 
of t h e va lue of t h e ownership . T h a t is more t h a n an 
o rd ina ry b a n k or p r i v a t e person would advance , b u t still 
it is no t so bad as i t m i g h t be. H o n . Members oppos i te 
now propose t h a t 90 per cent , should be lent . T h e original 
Act only allowed a m a n t o be assis ted to pu rchase his own 
house ; hon. Members oppos i te now propose t o ex t end 
it t o a shop as well. I do no t know w h a t t h e def ini t ion 
of a shop is. I t is no t given, b u t I p r e s u m e i t covers a 
cer ta in n u m b e r of t rades . I ask hon . Members on w h a t 
g round do t h e y ju s t i fy t h e f inancing of some t r ades and 
no t of o the r t r ades . 

On page 8 of t h e Bill an even m o r e beau t i fu l example 
of Tory f inance is given. T h e original Bill says t h a t t h e 
m a n who bor rowed t h e m o n e y had t o r epay t h e in te res t 
and capi ta l wi th in t h i r t y years . I n t h e a m e n d e d Bill it 
mere ly says ins tead t h a t t h e annua l or ha l f -year ly p a y m e n t 
shall no t exceed b y more t h a n 20 per cent , t h e ne t ren ta l 
va lue of t h e house for t h e period in respect of which such 
p a y m e n t is m a d e . W h a t does i t m e a n ? If t h e ne t 
r en ta l va lue is low, t h e ac tua l r e p a y m e n t , t h e ac tua l 20 
per cent , m u s t be less t h a n t h e in te res t on t h e capi ta l sum 
advanced , i t is inevi tab le t h a t t h e m a n , so f a r as p a y i n g off 
his d e b t t o t h e S ta te , would e i ther r u n in to b a n k r u p t c y 
or insist on hav ing t h e loan wr i t t en off in t h e long run , 
a n d wr i t t en off w i thou t being repaid t o t h e S t a t e a t all. 

J u s t t h i n k of a f inancier coming fo rward and propos ing 
t o do a w a y wi th t he only check u p o n exaggera ted and 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y loans, by p u t t i n g into t h e Bill such a pro-
vision as t h a t which it conta ins . U n d e r Sub-sect ion (c) 
of Clause. T h e r a t e of in te res t is de t e rmined a t 3 per 
cent . , which t h e borrower has got to pay . T h e G o v e r n m e n t 
r a t e of in te res t t o t h e local a u t h o r i t y is 3£ per cent . , and 
t h e local a u t h o r i t y would lose half per cen t . This is called 
bus iness—Tory democracy and Tariff R e f o r m finance. 
T h a t is no t t h e wors t of i t . T h i s is only t o lend 
money , so f a r as local au thor i t i e s h a v e power t o lend 
money , t o people who w a n t t o own t h e houses t hey 
live in. B u t t h e p romo te r s of t h e Bill have m a d e a 
new change which was even m o r e in teres t ing f r o m the 
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p o i n t of view of s o u n d f inance. Unde r t h e sub-sect ion 
I t h i n k you will find t h a t t he local a u t h o r i t y has power t o 
accep t t h e t r a n s f e r of o the r poople 's mor tgages and le t t ing 
those people havo t h e money a t c h a r i t y ra tes of in teres t . 
W h a t a s y s t e m of j o b b e r y t h a t would lead to ! A m a n 
who h a s bor rowed a t 41 per cont . f rom a bui ld ing society 
would h a v e a chance t o get his mor tgages a t 3 per cent , , 
a n d he would ask t h e local a u t h o r i t y to let h i m have t h e 
money on his mor tgage , and ho would pay off t h e bui lding 
society. 

I shou ld like to h a n d th i s Hill dow n as a t y p e of t h e s loppy 
F a b i a n legislation of t h e mid-Vic to r i an era . Thoro m y 
interest in it ceases. My opposi t ion t o it is no t an oppos i t ion 
to fa l lacious p o p u l a r i t y - h u n t i n g deta i l . I t seems to m e 
tha t t h e r e is some th ing f u n d a m e n t a l l y wrong wi th t h e 
Hill. It a p p e a r s t o bo a Hill for sa t i s fy ing t h e consciences 
of t h e in te l lec tua l a n d refined classes r a the r t h a n for 
sa t i s fy ing the j u s t c la ims of t h e workers . H a v e we n o t 
had enough of t he k ind a t t e n t i o n s of t h e rich inte l lectuals 
to t h e placing ami order ing of tho lives of t h e lower orders 1 
WOTIId it not. be as well now to cease our wel l -meant 
effor ts to s t ab le a n d g room t h e m proper ly and give t h e m a 
l i t t le jus t ice ins tead ? Let t h e m get. the i r h igher wages, 
a n d t h e y will look a f t e r the i r own homes w i thou t y o u r 
in ter ference . 

Th i s Bill, even t h i s t y p e of Hill, is ou t of da te . Will 
no th ing bu t a n opera t ion for c a t a r a c t enab le you to see 
t h e world as it is now ? They a re not ask ing you for 
t h e c o m f o r t s of t h e kept serf ; t h e y m e a n to get t h e where-
wi thal t o - b e comfo r t ab l e in the i r own way . Very k indly 
and s y m p a t h e t i c speeches h a v e been m a d e b y t h e Mover 
a n d Seconder—such speoches as have been a lmos t of common 
fo rm at inoetiiigs of t h e Chr is t ian Social Union or a t t h e 
a n n u a l ga the r ing of t he L e a g u e of Poor B r a v e Th ings a t 
a n y t i m e du r ing t h e last six years . T h e y bubb le over wi th 
s y m p a t h y a n d s en t imen t , and the c iy is to h a v e " some th ing 
done " ; a n d when it comes f r o m pr ies ts and mission 
workers one accep t s it at its fidl f ace value. A f t e r all. 
devo ted pr ies t s and mission workers , min i s t e r s a n d d is t r ic t 
visi tors, do go in a n d ou t of t h e foetid dens t h a t we call 
houses ; t h e y do speak k indly t o t h e child whose head is 
full of vermin ; t h e y do t r y to cheer t h e bull ied d r u d g e t h a t 
is called a wife ; t h e y do know t h e smell of t h e place where 
t h e worke r m a y e n j o y his ou t -o f -work leisure. T h e y a re 
so n e a r t o t h e hor rors t h a t a n y scheme, a n y p lan , m a y be 
begged for . 

If you real ly are ben t on legislating t o get b e t t e r houses 
t here is only one sound way of do ing it. T h e quest ion is how 
m u c h you w a n t i t , because t h e w a y involves a sacrifice, 
not a sacrifice out of work ing m e n ' s pocke ts , b u t a sacrifice 
of a few upper-class privileges. If you real ly wan t to see 
cheap a n d good houses t o t h e ex ten t of m a k i n g such a 
sacrifice, you m u s t do as you did in 1846. W h e n you w a n t e d 
cheap and good b read , you took off t h e B r e a d T a x . Will 
you now t a k e off t he House T a x ? At p resen t , when t h e 
ra tes a m o u n t t o 10s. in t he £ t h a t equals a 50 per cent , 
t a x o n eve ry new house. T a k e off t h a t t a x , r emove t h e 
ra te f r o m the house, a n d t h e n see whe the r you do no t get 
cheap a n d good houses . Go f u r t h e r , a n d do not only 
t a k e off t h e r a t e f r o m t h e house, b u t pu t a s top to t h e 
privilege which people at present e n j o y of keeping back 
land which is w a n t e d for bui ld ing. S t o p t h a t privi lege 
by p u t t i n g a subs t an t i a l t a x a n d a subs t an t i a l r a t e upon 
tho va lue which t hey ask for the i r land , and which t hey 
keep b a c k un t i l t h e bu i ld ing t r a d e is willing to b u y . In 
t h a t way you would b r e a k d o w n t h e land monopoly , 
you would let houses be built f reely , a n d you would encour-
age bui ld ing t h r o u g h o u t t he l eng th a n d b r e a d t h of t h e 
coun t ry , ins tead of spasmodica l ly hero and t h e r e deal ing 
wi th a pa r t i cu la r s lum area . T h e Mover of th is Bill said, 
and said r ight ly , t ha t when a s l um w a s cleared and decent 
bui ldings p u t up t h e d e a t h - r a t e w e n t d o w n , and t h e infant i le 
d e a t h r a t e par t icu la r ly , and t h a t t h e cr iminal records 
changed for t he be t t e r . Yes, but. does he n o t know 
that, w h e n you clear a s lum a roa t h e people a r e mere ly 
d r iven in to o the r d i s t r i c t s where t he r e a r e worse s lums, 
so t h a t we do not do a w a y wi th overcrowding . T h e whole 
p rob lem can only be t ack led when you allow free expans ion 
of en terpr ise . W e w a n t to p u t a s top to those bad laws 
of t h e pas t which s t rangled bui lding, and a re s t rang l ing 
bui ld ing enterpr i se t o - d a y . and which wore m a d e by land-
lords for tho benef i t of landlords . 

Mr. Dundas White : I beg to second t h e A m e n d m e n t . 
The re a re m a n y on th is side who believe t h a t t h e problem 
can be solved in a business way a n d on a pe r fec t ly sound 
economic basis if we ge t rid of t h e evils which a t present 
p r even t w h a t 1 m a y call its n a t u r a l solut ion. I n t h e first 
place, wheneve r you w a n t to build houses, w h e t h e r in t he 
c o u n t r y or t h e town, you come u p aga ins t t h e difficulty 
of ge t t ing l and at a fa i r price to bui ld t h e m upon . Some 
t ime ago I went r a the r fully in to t h i s ques t ion a n d gave 
a good m a n y ins tances in which I compared t h e ra t ing 
value wi th t h e price which was asked when t h e land was 
wanted for var ious publ ic purposes . The re was one case 
in N o r t h u m b e r l a n d in which some agr icul tura l land was 
wan ted for a school. T h a t land was being r a t e d at an 
annua l va lue of 27s., and the pr ice when i t w a s taken 
for a school was, I believe, £700. I could give even more 
s t r ik ing ins tances t h a n t h a t , b u t t h a t is t h e first diff iculty, 
the diff icul ty of ge t t ing t h e land. So m u c h has t o be paid 
for t h e l and t h a t when t h e house is bui l t it is impossible 
for people to afford t h e price. W e w a n t to ge t land at 
someth ing like a fa i r price. T h e r e a re m a n y of us who 
believe t h a t t he bes t way to do t h a t is t o a d o p t as t he 
s t a n d a r d of r a t i ng t h e marke t va lue of t h e l and , and 
to r a t e t h e land according to i ts m a r k e t va lue , whe the r 
it is used or not , If t h a t were done t h e r e would soon be 
a g rea t deal more land avai lable for bui ld ing houses as 
well as for o the r purposes , a n d w i t h t h e increase in t he 
avai lable supp ly t he r en t s a n d t h e pr ice would come down 
to a n a t u r a l level, and would give, so t o speak, t h e founda-
tion for bui ld ing houses. Again, as soon as a house is 
bui l t , you a re faced w i t h t h e r a t i n g diff iculty. U p goes 
t he r en t , because t h e house is t a k e n in to accoun t in t he 
ra t ing . W e w a n t good and hea l t hy houses for our poorer 
classes, who suffer so m u c h t h r o u g h t h e w a n t of t hem ; 
b u t t h e b e t t e r you bui ld t h e higher t h e ra te , a n d t h e more 
your effor ts a re penal ised. Surely t h e f u n d a m e n t a l 
th ing is to r e m o v e b o t h those difficulties, to i tn ra te t h e house, 
a n d cause t h e r a t e to be p laced on t h e m a r k e t v a l u e of t he 
land, w h e t h e r it is used or no t . 

W e t a l k of congested areas. T h e t h e o r y is t h a t a con-
gested a rea is an area where t h e r e is m u c h peop le and 
little land. T h e fact is t h a t a congested area is an area 
where t he r e a re few people and m u c h land, b u t t h e people 
cannot, get a t i t . W e w a n t t o enable t h e m t o get a t it. 
a n d we say t h a t t h e roo t of t h e hous ing p rob lem lies in 
enabl ing t h e land to be ob ta ined at a fair price, a n d t o have 
f ree t r a d e in bui lding. Of all t h e t r a d e s we h a v e t h e build-
ing t r a d e is p robab ly t he most languishing, because the 
houses a re penalised b y a load of t a x a t i o n in a w a y in which 
no th ing else is. The re is no t r a d e in which t h e load of 
t a x a t i o n is so heavy . W e would appea l t o hon. Gent lemen 
on t h e o the r side as well as t o hon . Gen t l emen on th is 
side t o give wha teve r aid t h e y can t o r emove those t axes 
on the bui ldings, which is one of t h e mos t ac t ive causes of 
overcrowding . Of course t he wages diff icul ty arises. 
I t m a y be said t h a t t h e difficulty is low wages. One w a y 
to m a k e low wages go f u r t h e r is t o fac i l i ta te bui lding 
in t h e way I h a v e suggested. T h e o the r way is, a n d t hey 
ean b o t h be done at t h e same t ime, to increase t h e oppor-
tuni t ies for labour . T h e ra t ing p rob lem, like t h e housing 
problem, has its root in t he land problem. T h e same 
condi t ions t h a t check our housing also check t h e develop-
m e n t of our factor ies a n d workshops and var ious industr ies . 
Vou find t h e s ame f u n d a m e n t a l diff icul ty of ge t t ing t h e land, 
a n d t he re again, when you build, t h e m o r e wholesome 
and more hea l t hy y o u r f ac to ry , t h e higher t h e assessment 
and t h e heavier t he ra te , and Bri t ish indus t r ies are 
penalised. As Sir Henry O a m p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n n said 
in one of his last speeches, t he p resen t sys tem of r a t ing 
opera tes as a hosti le tariff on our indust r ies . T h a t is a 
tariff which we would seek to r emove as soon as we possibly 
can . 

T h e s ame th ing applies to agr icul ture . T h e lion. Member 
opposi te (Mr. C. Ba thu r s t ) , who speaks wi th great know-
ledge of agr icul ture , knows as o the r Members know, t ha t 
t his is t h e case. Suppose a m a n recla ims a bit of moor l and 
and develops a f a rm. As soon as he p u t s u p f a rm bui ldings 
or m a k e s var ious o the r improvemen t s , t hey come wi th in t he 
scope of t h e ra te-col lector ' s ambi t , and he is ra ted on them. 
Brit ish agr icu l ture has never yet had a fair chance . I 
believe t ha t in this coun t ry , if t hose who work t h e soil 
could get access to it on fair t e rms , and a free course could 
bo given to agr icu l tura l as well as to indust r ia l improve-
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m e n t s a n d t o t h e bu i ld ing of houses, Bri t ish agr icul ture 
would deve lop in a w a y it has never yet done. Proposals of 
th is c h a r a c t e r have a l r eady received recognit ion f rom hon. 
Members on t h e o the r side. For instance, I m a y q u o t e 
t he Noble Lord t h e Member for H i t ch in ( l .ord H. Cecil) 
who, in opposing t h e L a n d Clauses of t he F inance Act , 
said : — 

1 qu i t e agree t h a t a large n u m b e r of hon. Gen t l eman 
of Conservati%re opinion have pledged themselves to 
t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, bu t what for '.' As a 
s u b s t i t u t e for our exis t ing sys tem of ra t ing , which is a 
pe r fec t ly easy and ra t iona l proposi t ion. 

T h a t is t h e easy and r a t iona l proposi t ion which is made 
f r o m these benches t o -day . Tha t is t b e t r u e line of solution. 
I do not say it will do eve ry th ing ; m a n y o the r th ings are 
necessary ; b u t we go on t h e s imple principle of first t liings 
first. This Bill would t e n d r a the r in t he opposi te direct ion. 
Take , for ins tance , t h e Gran t of £500,000 annua l ly towards 
t h e b e t t e r hous ing of t h e people. How much of t h a t is 
to go in t h e pu rchase of land a t i t s present high price ? 
T h e way t o b r ing r en t s and prices d o w n to what t hey should 
be is t o increase t h e avai lable supply . You will do t ha t only 
b y saying t h a t t h e people who hold t he land wi thou t 
using it shall be r a t ed on i ts m a r k e t va lue nevertheless . 
B u t if you s a y to those who a re now holding u p t h e land, 
" We will exploi t t h e t a x p a y e r in order t o get you t h e price 
t h a t you a s k , " t h e resul t will be t h a t , while you m a y secure 
t h a t pa r t i cu la r piece of land, you will s t r e n g t h e n the 
h a n d s of those who a re holding b a c k land all over t h e 
coun t ry , a n d u l t ima te ly , ins tead of helping, you will 
h inder t h e ge t t ing of land on fair t e rms . F r o m all these 
po in t s of view i t seems t o m e t h a t th is m e a s u r e is mos t 
undesirable . I t does not help forward t h e solut ion ; it 
pos tpones it. I t t u r n s m e n ' s m i n d s f rom w h a t t h e real 
solut ion is, a n d I believe t h a t in pract ica l working it would 
m a k e t h a t real solut ion more difficult of rea l i sa t ion t h a n 
before. I h a v e pleasure in seconding t h e A m e n d m e n t . 

Mr. Sutton : I would like t o give a few ins tances of how t h e 
housing ques t ion affects t h e great c i ty (Manchester) wi th 
which I a m connected . Wi th in half a mile radius we have 
pract ica l ly 1,996 houses, wi th 9,264 persons living m 
t h e m . I t was ascer ta ined by t h e local a u t h o r i t y some 
l i t t le t i m e ago t h a t 1,619 houses a re occupied by one 
fami ly , 377 b y one fami ly and a lodger, 128 by one fami ly 
a n d lodgers, 167 by two families, seven by five families, 
a n d fou r b y six families, so you see t he houses t he r e a re 
very m u c h overcrowded. 'The d e a t h - r a t e in t h a t d is t r ic t 
a m o u n t s t o near ly 30 per 1,000. T h e houses conta in 
four , five, a n d , in some cases, six rooms. Some of t h e m 
a re what, a r e t e rmed " f a r m e d " houses. A person takes 
th ree or four of t h e larger houses a n d lets t h e m t o a n u m b e r 
of families. H e is t h e t e n a n t of t he house, a n d he m a k e s a 
cer ta in a m o u n t of m o n e y o u t of t h e families. T h e dis t r ic t 
is overcrowded , and t he re are m a n y living in these houses 
who ought no t t o live in t h e m . Al together , oil one acre 
of land in th i s d is t r ic t t h e r e a re 137 persons. I believe 
t h e House will agree t h a t t h a t is a l toge ther too m a n y . 
T h e qua l i t y of t he people is such t h a t 575 of t h e m are in 
receipt of 20s. per week, a n d t h e loeal a u t h o r i t y , in a t t e m p t -
ing to pull down what is pract ica l ly s lum p rope r ty , are 
in a very difficult posi t ion indeed. They m u s t e i ther 
build t e n e m e n t s on t h e s a m e land, and it will be seen t h e 
area is a l r eady overcrowded, and we believe t h a t t enemen t s 
a r e no t liked by t h e t e n a n t s , or t h e y m u s t go ou t s ide t b e 
c i ty a n d bui ld co t tages there . T h e r e is a diff iculty in going 
a d i s t ance a w a y f rom t h e a r ea where t he people at present 
live. Some h u n d r e d s of t h e m work wi thin a half-mile of 
th i s s lum area , and t h e y a r e unable t o pay t r a m fares to go 
outs ide t h e c i ty . Moreover, if t h e y go ou ts ide t h e c i ty 
i t m e a n s t h e rais ing of r en t s on account of hav ing t o build 
p rope r ty outs ide . 

T h e munic ipa l i ty is in a very difficult position indeed ; 
in fac t , t h e small housing schemes which t h e y have p u t 
in to ope ra t ion a l ready cost near ly £16.000 per a n n u m , 
a n d t h a t has t o come o u t of t h e ra tes . I t has a l ready 
cost t h e m £53 per person and £193 per house for t h e 
demol i t ion of s lum p rope r ty alone. Therefore , as they 
have a loss equal to n ine - t en ths of a p e n n y on t h o ra tes , 
t h e munic ipa l i ty is very r e luc t an t to con t inue th i s housing 
scheme, a n d t h e only t h ing in m y mind is t o do as you 
have done in I r e l and a n d m a k o a Grant of m o n e y t o help 
people t o live in decent houses. T h a t can only be done 

b y a Nat iona l G r a n t , a n d I do n o t believe half-a-mill ion 
is going t o do very much . I t is only an infini tesimal 
a m o u n t t o be d i s t r i bu ted a m o n g t h e different indust r ia l 
and u rban areas . I believe if a housing scheme is going 
to benefit t h e working classes of th i s c o u n t r y at all. some-
th ing far more t h a n half-a-mil l ion of money will have 
t o be grunted f rom t he Treasu ry . 

Mr. Booth : My own opinion is very clear. It is t h a t 
th is measure will no t c o n t r i b u t e one iota to t he solut ion 
of t he problem tha t hon. Members h a v e been seeking. It 
is t h e old idea of a dole. Directly you get a social 
p rob lem t h a t t a x e s t h e brain , indus t ry , energy, and 
loyal ty too m u c h , one immedia te ly looks t o t he S t a t e for 
adv ice a n d t o t h e S t a t e for money . 

Wha t is t h e founda t ion principle of th i s m e a s u r e ? 
Lack of conf idence in t h e publ ic au thor i t i e s of t he c o u n t r y . 
Big and l i t t le alike, c o u n t y and par ish , they a re all t o be 
swept away . Thei r powers a re to be t aken a w a y at t he 
b idding of t h r ee Commissioners. 1 a m no t at all su re tha t 
these t h r ee men could cover ti le g round in their l ifet ime. 
A p p a r e n t l y t h e Bill con templa t e s t ha t they shall act 
toge ther . One is t o be a doctor , one an u r b a n expor t , 
a n d the o the r a rural expe r t . Surely t b e idea of hav ing 
th roe d is t inc t charac te r s as Commissioners means t h a t we 
a r e t o have the combined wisdom of these three. T h e y 
a r e to look a f t e r 2,000 medical officers of heal th . I say-
t h a t if we u n d e r m i n e t h e immense and r igh t powers of 
medical officers of t h e coun t ry , we shall be m a k i n g a re t ro-
g rade s tep. T h a t is one of m y pr incipal objec t ions t o th is 
measure . T h e only hope we have is t h a t t h e independent 
medical m e n in t h e var ious d is t r ic t s a re s t rong-minded 
enough a n d loyal enough t o t h e ideals of the i r profession 
t h a t t h e y will s t a t e w h a t is required . B u t if we r emove 
t h e responsibi l i ty f rom t h e m and p u t it on to t h r ee S t a t e 
officials who come f rom Downing Street or Whi teha l l , 
1 t h i n k we shall be t a k i n g a s t e p backward . W h a t was t he 
whole con ten t ion of t he Seconder of t h e Second R e a d i n g ? 
H e s u m m e d it u p in one phrase , which was a de l igh t fu l 
phrase . H e said t ha t wha t he w a n t e d w a s pressure f r o m 
outs ide . T h a t is to m e t h e mos t melancholy a n d pessi-
mis t ic u t t e r a n c e I have heard since I h a v e been a M e m b e r 
of th is House . W h e n we lose f a i t h in t he m a n h o o d of th is 
coun t ry a n d t h e abi l i ty a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n of t h e m e n 
in their own localities t o g rapp le w i t h t h e evil, a n d when 
we come to rely oil S t a t e i n t e rven t ion antl S t a t e p rodding , 
t h e n is our d o o m as a n a t i o n sealed. T h e w a y to deal 
w i t h t h e problem is no t b y a b a s t a r d Socialistic m e a s u r e 
such as this . T h e r e are two courses open. One is t h e 
d r a s t i c re fo rm of t he posi t ion of land owning nnd of r a t i ng 
a n d t axa t ion . N o one can qu i t e conceive what would be 
t h e effect upon t h e congested d i s t r i c t s of th is c o u n t r y if 
p r o p e r t y were freed f r o m in to lerable bu rdens , and if t h e 
inc rement d u e to t h e act ion of t h e c o m m u n i t y was res tored 
t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

I represent a borough ( l ' o n t e f r a c t ) which sadly needs ho t te r 
houses ,and I looked to th is measu re wi th a great deal of eager-
ness, and wi th a desire to see in it some message of hope for 
m y cons t i tuen ts , b u t I h a v e found none . 1 do no t consider 
tha t th is would lead t o t h e erection of one single house 
in t h e whole borough of P o n t e f r a c t . W h a t does it amoun t 
t o ? I t is a dole, I e s t ima te , of a b o u t twopence a head 
t o our cons t i tuen t s . T h e r ight hon . Gen t l eman (Mr. 
B o n a r Law) has told us t h a t t he work ing m a n does no t 
w a n t cha r i ty b u t work. I a m not qu i t e so su re t h a t I 
u n d e r s t a n d w h a t is t h e m e a n i n g of t h a t occult aphor i sm, 
b u t a t t h e s a m e t i m e I would very m u c h prefer open 
ass is tance f r o m t h e S t a t e , r epea ted and regular , t h a t a 
m a n can re ly on , to tho spasmodic in te rven t ion of a th ree-
penny-b i t once a year , such as th is Bill provides. 

I cannot u n d e r s t a n d how t h e m e m b e r s of t h e Labour 
P a r t y , wi th the i r huge p r o g r a m m e , and wi th t h e h e a v y 
t a s k t h e y h a v e u n d e r t a k e n , can a d m i t principles like these 
to be incorpora ted in t h e legislation of t h e coun t ry . T h e y 
hope to do a great deal in t h e way of social r e fo rm by some 
of t he measures t hey propose, and while t hey have m o r e 
f a i t h t h a n I h a v e in Home of the i r schemes, I m u s t say 
t hey h a v e no more sincere admi re r t h a n myself of the i r 
mot ives . If t hey wish t o t ack le t h e ques t ion of monopol ies , 
how can t h e y do it by r ea r ing u p obs tac les in t he w a y of 
p rov id ing compensa t ion to vested interests . I do not 
wish t o t r ea t large in teres ts badly , bu t we a re devo t ing 
th i s money t o c o m p e n s a t e people for hav ing p r o p e r t y 
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so b a d t h a t i t h a s t o b e c o n d e m n e d . I s ay we a r e in t ro-
duc ing here a pr inc ip le which I for m y p a r t c a n n o t possibly 
s u p p o r t . I do u rge in t h e in te res t of t h e work ing classes 
t h a t hon . Members should t h i n k twice before t h e y give 
the i r s anc t ion t o such an a t roc ious principle . 

Mr. Lansbury : T h e reason I s u p p o r t t h e Second R e a d i n g 
of th i s Bill is t h a t i t con ta ins , in m y j u d g m e n t , two good 
principles . One is t h a t we a re t o h a v e set u p here in t h e 
cen t r e an a u t h o r i t y t o see t h a t th ings a r e done in regard 
t o housing, a n d t h e o t h e r is t h a t we a re t o h a v e na t iona l 
m o n e y t o help do t h e m . A good deal of ob jec t ion is t a k e n 
t o t h o proposal t o b u y ou t t h e owner of s lum p rope r ty . 
I should havo t h o u g h t eve ryone a c q u a i n t e d w i t h housing 
schemes a n d ques t ions af fec t ing hous ing was qu i t e a w a r e 
t h a t u p t o t h e p re sen t we havo h a d t o do t h a t . No one 
has yo t proposed t h a t wo should t a k e a w a y f r o m t h e 
s lum owner his p r o p e r t y w i t h o u t c o m p e n s a t i n g h i m for i t . 
I will v o t e for a Bill t o t h a t effect if t h o hon. Member for 
P o n t e f r a c t will b r ing ono in, b u t I d o u b t v e r y m u c h 
w h e t h e r t h o P re s iden t of tho Local G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd 
would s u p p o r t such a measu re . I a m per fec t ly willing t o 
s u p p o r t a Bill w i th t h a t objoct , or I will s u p p o r t an Amend-
m e n t t o th i s Bill to t h e s a m e effect . Speak ing for a d is t r ic t 
which bad ly needs housing, I wish P a r l i a m e n t would ca r ry 
ou t t h o proposi t ion of t h e lion. Member for Newcast le-
u n d e r - L y m e (Mr. Wedgwood) to ra ise t h e m o n e y a n d 
t hen re-house t h e people u n d e r decen t condi t ions . Get 
t h e m o n e y in t h e m a n n e r he suggests , a n d let i t be spen t , 
no t b y p r i v a t e people, b u t b y t h e munic ipa l i t ies . I t is 
of t h e g rea tes t i m p o r t a n c e t o see t h a t chi ldren, w o m e n 
a n d m e n aro living in decen t homos first of all. I bel ieve 
t h a t t h a t is t h e mos t i m p o r t a n t t h i n g in lifo, and it is because 
I believe t h a t , no t because I agree w i t h all t h e deta i ls of 
th is Bill, t h a t qu i to cheer fu l ly I shall go in to t h e L o b b y 
in s u p p o r t of t h e Second R e a d i n g . 

Mr. Burns : I a sk t h e H o u s e on th i s m a t t e r t o be very 
careful a b o u t fol lowing t h e adv ice of gen t l emen who 
have h e a r t s of gold a n d heads of quicksi lver , because it is 
so generous to be ph i l an th rop i c w i t h o the r people ' s m o n e y , 
a n d it is so easy t o ask for a dole of half -a-mil l ion t o -day , 
to be followed b y a mil l ion n e x t yea r , a n d a mil l ion a n d a 
half t h e yea r following. B u t th is Bill h a s n o t been a d v a n c e d 
on i ts me r i t s so m u c h as it has been a d v a n c e d as a m e d i u m 
of m a k i n g w h a t I t h i n k was a t o t a l l y un jus t i f i ab l e a t t a c k 
on t h e H o u s i n g D e p a r t m e n t of t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t 
Board . I h a v e a r i gh t t o speak a n d t o say t h a t you h a v e 
110 r igh t w i t h t h e H o u s i n g Act of on ly t w o yea r s ago, before 
i ts roo ts h a v e been in t h e g round long, t o pul l u p those 
roo ts t o see how f a r a n d how f a s t it has grown. T h a t 
suggest ion was m a d e b y t h e hon . M e m b e r who m o v e d 
th is Bill, a n d who m a d e a n a t t a c k which was as ungenerous 
as it was un jus t i f ied , a n d poor compensa t i on t o mysel f , 
who for t h e T o t t e n h a m , R o t h e r h i t h e , T a b a r d S t ree t , 
and G r o t t o P lace schemes h a v e d o n e e v e r y t h i n g wi th in 
m y power , and , as well, t o acce lera te t h e speed of hous ing 
re form in London , a n d h a v e lost no o p p o r t u n i t y of helping 
the hon . M e m b e r and t h e c o m m i t t e e over which he presides. 

W h e n t h e hon. Member says t h a t n o t h i n g has been 
done for ru ra l housing, I can only say t h a t , a p a r t f r o m repai r 
work u n d e r P a r t I I I . , a n d in t h e m a t t e r of new houses 
wi th in t h o last t h r ee y e a r s t h e r e h a v e been 13,000 repre-
s en t a t i ons m a d e t o ru ra l d is t r ic t councils. Of t h a t n u m b e r 
9,000 were in t h e last year . F o r closing, demol i t ion , 
and repai rs , over 20,000 s epa ra t e ac t ions h a v e been t a k e n 
in t h e ru ra l a reas u n d e r th i s Act in t h o last e ighteen m o n t h s 
or t w o years . So m u c h for t h e suggest ion t h a t no th ing 
has been done. T h e n e x t po in t m a d e b y t h e hon . Gentle-
m a n t h e Member for D u d l e y a n d s u p p o r t e d b y t h e hon. 
G e n t l e m a n t h e M e m b e r for Wi l ton , was t o t h e effect t h a t i t 
was pe r fec t ly t r u e t h a t some new houses, compara t i ve ly 
insignif icant in n u m b e r , h a v e been bu i l t in t h e ru ra l areas . 
" B u t w h a t . " t h e y say , " is t h e good of t h e m when vou 
h a v e closed 1,344 houses ? " T h a t is n o t t h e fac t . T h e 
real fac t is t h a t 1,344 closing orders were issued. Of these , 
ins tead of t h e p r o p e r t y be ing demol ished , as was suggested, 
wi th t h e except ion of 126 t h e res t h a v e been p u t in to a 
condi t ion of hab i t ab lo repai r . T h e 126 h a v e been 
demol ished. 

I wa rn t h e House of Commons t h a t , so f a r a s I a m 
concerned, t h e d a y t h e commissioners come i n t o m y 
D e p a r t m e n t , t h a t d a y I walk out , a n d I will tell t h e H o u s e 
why . T h e only way P a r l i a m e n t can ac t is t h r o u g h the 
local au thor i t ies . W e h a v e got 25,000 local au thor i t i es , 
large a n d small , in E n g l a n d a n d Wales . Increas ingly 
t h e local au thor i t i e s a re suspicious of commissioners , 
and we find t h e more you supervise t l iem t h e m o r e t hey 
mi s t ru s t you , t h e more t h e y suspect you , a n d t h e more 
t hey a re jea lous of you ; and t h e resul t is t h a t t h e ex ten t 
to wliich t h e y a re over- inspected b y independen t housing 
commissioners is t h e measu re in which t h e y neglect the i r 
du t ies which t hey would do cheerfu l ly a n d efficiently 
w i thou t t h e in ter ference of t hose commissioners . 

Le t us a s sume t h a t I h a v e a p u r s e like F o r t u n a t u s , 
and I could give half-a-mill ion, w h a t would be t h e good 
of i t t o deal wi th th is p rob lem ? T h e r e a re n o less t h a n 
1,250,000 m e n in t h e Uni ted K i n g d o m engaged in t h e 
bui ld ing t r a d e , and over £100,000,000 in wages or prof i ts 
are t a k e n by m a s t e r s a n d men . W h a t is t h e good of half-a-
mill ion, which is less t h a n half of 1 per cent . , on an indus t ry 
t h a t employs so m a n y m e n and so m u c h capi ta l ? 

Mr. W. Thome : Give us a b i t more . 
Mr. Burns : T h e hon. Member for S o u t h - W e s t H a m said 

give us a b i t more . W h e r e is i t t o come f r o m ? F r o m 
dear sugar ? [An H o n . Member : " No , f rom t h e I n c o m e 
T a x . " ] This has to b e given a t once, and it will have 
t o come f rom t h e heav ie r t a x a t i o n u p o n t h e c h a r w o m a n 
a n d t h e poor workers in Sou th -Wes t H a m on purpose 
to give subsidies to those working on high wages in t h e 
t i n p l a t e i n d u s t r y or t o engineers or colliers ge t t ing f rom 5s. 
t o 10s. per day . I t is a m o n s t r o u s propos i t ion , a n d u n j u s t 
t o t h e v e r y poor . Besides t h a t it is b a d finance, j u s t as 
e thical ly i t is u n j u s t t o those who h a v e t o find t h e m o n e y . 

W h e n t h e Progress ive p a r t y , f r om 1889 u p t o 1906, pro-
posed t h a t publ ic m o n e y w i t h o u t a n y subs idy f r o m t h e 
S ta te , w i t h o u t a charge on e i ther r a t e s or taxes , should be 
used t o bui ld houses t o cover t h e cost of erect ion, m a i n t e n -
ance a n d repai r , t h e r e n t s t o cover all outgoings , hon. 
Members of his p a r t y said, " Oh, t h i s is compet i t ion wi th 
p r i v a t e en te rpr i se a n d i t will p r e v e n t houses f r o m being 
b u i l t . " T h e r e a re a b o u t 50,000 t e n a n t s now ac tua l ly in. 
All th is has been done t h r o u g h t h e r en t s of t h e t e n a n t s 
themselves . I a m glad t o say t h a t for t h e e ighteen years 
I was c h a i r m a n of t h e L a b o u r p a r t y on t h e L o n d o n 
Coun ty Council we all of us took t h e line t h a t c h a r i t y r en t s 
t h r o u g h r a t e s or t axes were n o t h i n g less t h a n a bonus 
to employers in aid of low wages, a n d would be used and 
exploi ted b y unsc rupu lous employers of l abour t o t h a t 
pa r t i cu la r end . A G r a n t will no t t o u c h in a p rac t i ca l f o rm 
ei ther ru ra l or u r b a n housing ; i t will do m o r e h a r m t h a n 
good ; it will be an ass is tance t o landlords a n d a b o n u s 
in f a v o u r of low wages, a n d i t is n o t necessary in t owns 
a n d cities a n d rura l d is t r ic t s where t h e y a re bu i ld ing on 
economic lines. 

Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen rose in his p lace and claimed 
t o move , " T h a t t h e Quest ion be now p u t . " 

Quest ion, " T h a t t h e Quest ion be now p u t , " p u t , and 
agreed to . 

Quest ion, " T h a t t h e word ' now ' s t a n d pa r t of t h e 
Ques t ion , " p u t accordingly, and agreed to. 

Original Quest ion p u t , and agreed to . 
Bill read a second t ime . 
Motion m a d e , and Quest ion proposed , " T h a t t h e Bill 

be c o m m i t t e d t o a Commi t t ee of t h e Whole H o u s e . " — 
[Mr. B o o t h . ] 

T h e H o u s e divided : Ayes, 129 ; Noes, 158. 
T h e Liberal a n d L a b o u r Members who vo ted w i t h t h e 

m a j o r i t y included Sir J . H. Bethel l , W . Brace, S. O. Buck-
mas t e r , S. Collins, F . Goldstone, R . V. H a r c o u r t , J . Ke i r 
Hard ie , A. Hende r son . J . Hodge, W . S. Glvn-Jones , F . W. 
J o w e t t , G. L a n s b u r y , R t . Hon . T. Lough , J . R . Macdona ld , 
J . Mar t in , P . Morrell, T . R icha rdson , G. H . R o b e r t s , 
A. J . Sherwell . Albert Smi th , H . B. Lees Smi th , P . Snowden , 
J . E . S u t t o n , W . T h o m e . H . A. W a t t . A. F . W h y t e . T. Wiles, 
Sir J . H . Yoxal l . 

Published for the Proprietors by JOHN PAUL, Broad Sanctuary Chambers, 11, Tothill Street, Westminster. Publishing Offices— 
t>7, West Nile Street, Glasgow ; West Bar Chambers, 38. Boar Lane, Leeds ; ami 37t>-7, Strand, London. W.C. Printed by 
VAOUEK A SONS, LTD., Parliamentary and General Printers, Westminster House, Great Smith Street, S.W.—36841. 



With Special Supplement Reporting Debates in the House of Commons. 

Land Values 
J O U R N A L OF T H * M O V E M E N T FOR T H E TAXATION OF L A N D V A L U E S . 

E i g h t e e n t h Y e a r — N o . 216. M A Y , 1912. i d . ; P o s t , 1/6 p e r a n n u m . 

Telephone: Gerrard 8323, 8324. Telegrams : " Rulav, London." 

C O N T E N T S . 
NOTES OP THE MONTH : — PAGE 

Municipal Land Purchase . . . . . . . . . . 300 
Slums—A Bold and Wise Proposal . . . . . . . . 300 
A Lesson for Town Planners (Rosyth) . . . . . . 300 
The Death Duty Yield 307 
T h e MUNICIPAL JOURNAL a n d LAND VALUES . . . . 3 0 8 
The Burden of Rates in Islington . . . . . . . . 309 

LEADING ARTICLE : — 
Labour Unrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 1 0 

SPECIAL ARTICLES : — 
Land Values Rating Bill (Mr. Francis Neilson, M.P.), and 

Debate 312 
Henry George's Unanswerable Letter on Protect ion. . . . 313 
Chips from a Swiss Workshop . . . . . . . . 313 
Land Values (Scotland) Bill and Notes by James Dundas 

White, M.P. " 315 
Political Economy Lecture by Norman McLennan (Inter-

national Trade and the Rate of Exchange) . . . . 317 
Batt le with the Slum (R, L. Outhwaite) 321 

H E R E AND T H E R E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 1 9 

RURAL N E W S : — 
Wiltshire Campaign . . . . . . . . . . . . 324 
Posters for the Villages.. . . . . . . . . . . 324 
A Good Home and a Good Living (Moya Llewelyn Davies) . . 325 
The Coal Strike (James Cameron) . . . . . . . . 326 
A Blow to Small Ownership and Land Purchase . . . . 328 
f n the Land of Canaan and in England (W. Lewis Wade) . . 329 

PI 'RLIC AND PRIVATE INTERESTS : — TAGK 
The 1912 Budge t ; " M i n u s " Site Values; Imperial and 

Local Taxation Commit tee ; Housing Conditions in 
Dowlais : Manchester Land Values Increase; Tabard 
Street Clearance Scheme . . . . . .331-2 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION : — 
Mr. Lloyd George and .Mr. A. Chamberlain on Budget Land 

Value Duties ; Rating Surveyors' Association and tho 
United Committee ; New 1 hour Daily on Mining 
Royalties 333-4 

N E W S OF THE MOVEMENT:— 
Widnes ; Mid-Derby; S tepney : Manchester, Yorkshire and 

Northern, Portsmouth, Midland and English leagues ; 
The Teachcrs' Conference; Greenwich; Cambridge; 
Cumberland (Carlisle); Municipal Campaign ; London 
Liberal Federa t ion: Scottish Notes and News; Mr. 
Hamilton's Van Campaign; Edinburgh League ; 
Inverness Town Council ; Partick Liberals ; Glasgow 
Liberal Council : Dumfriesshire 

BOOK REVIEWS AND BOOKS RECEIVED 
COLONIAL AND FOREIGN : — 

Mr. Joseph Fcls in Canada and United States 
Free Trade Campaign : New Zealand : 
New South Wales ; 
Sweden ; Denmark 

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT : — 
Debates in the House of Commons on Small Holdings, Town 

Planning. Rural Housing. Cottage Homes Bill, and 
Municipal Land Purchase Bill. 

335-41 
. . 342 

United States 
S. Australia ; 

China and Land Values Taxation ; 
Spain 343-47 

N O T E S OF 1 
Parliamentary Debates. 

We publish with this issue a Supplement reporting 
discussions in the House of Commons on the Small Holdings 
Act, Rural Housing, Cottage Homes and Municipal Land 
Purchase. These reports contain much valuable informa-
tion to s tudents of the land question, and ' show tha t 
economic and social problems have not been altogether 
set aside by the political issues tha t are claiming first 
attention in Parliament to-day. 

On the third reading of the Consolidated Fund (No. 1) 
Bill, Mr. Bathurs t pointed to the anomalous position in 
which County Councils found themselves owing to the 
different a t t i tudes of the various Government Departments 
in respect of loans made to local authorities for the purpose 
of providing land for small holdings. Mr. Runciman 
admit ted the difficulty in bringing the various Departments 
into line, a t the same time giving it as his opinion tha t the 
Sinking Fund charge, so far as it is due to land, should 
not be borne by the small holder, and only such charge 
on the buildings and other things should be borne by him 
as is equal to the amount exhausted during his tenure. 
The debate provided Conservatives with an opportunity 
to urge their case for peasant proprietary. Their solution 
was to charge the small holder with the interest on Sinking 
Fund and enable him to become owner in course of t ime 
—that is, to pay in instalments for the freehold of land 
which has already been purchased at monopoly prices by 
County Councils. This disastrous policy would only be a 
degree more unjust to the land user than the policy the 
Government have themselves adopted in " acquiring " land 
for the small holder. This debate was upon .a mat ter of 
administrative detail, but it has only helped to reveal the 
futil i ty of any a t t empt to settle the land question which 
leaves land monopoly free to put every obstacle in the way. 

H E M O N T H . 
Rural Housing and Cottage Homes. 

The Debates on the 3rd and 12th April were frui tful in 
admissions from both sides of the House of the deplorable 
condition of housing among the poor. The homeless 
labourer, like the unemployed man, is to-day on the door-
step of the politician. Even the Conservatives recognise 
his existence, and are using him to t ry to foist on the 
country their policy of municipal chari ty and State grants, 
which is found embodied in their Cottage Homes Bill and 
in their recently introduced Housing Bill. 

The undisguised plan to build and supply cottages a t tess 
than cost was too much even for the President of the Local 
Government Board. His suggestion to the House was t ha t 
" they should join in criticising in t he proper quar ter the low 
standard of wages paid to agricultural labourers of 13s. to 
16s. per week instead of coming to Parl iament for a bonus 
to landlords who did not always do their duty, and to 
farmers who did not always pay economic wages on which 
the labourers could sustain themselves. They could do 
more for rural housing in the next twelve months if they got 
the wages raised only Is. a week than they will do by sup-
porting a cadging organisation on the pa r t of cither farmers 
or landlords." And yet in the same speech Mr. Burns said, 
" I need not tell the House tha t from 1906 to 1910, on much 
smaller schemes and more on rural housing than previously, 
£448,000 in loans had been sanctioned by my department , 
but better still in 1911, and in the three months of 1912, 
£245,000 had been sanctioned in t h a t fifteen months ." I t 
is a strange boast to make in view of his earlier s tatement , 
for have not these loans the very same effect as a grant 
from Parl iament ? Money raised in this way filters just 
as surely into the pockets of landowners as a State grant 
does. I ts use for the purpose of buying land raises the 
level of rent on all sides, strengthens the power of the landed 
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interests, and renders agricultural labourers and others 
more and more dependent on the goodwill and chari ty 
of the local author i ty and the State . 

Municipal Land Purchase. 
On the 19th April, the second reading of the Land 

Acquisition Bill was taken and the debate was talked out 
without a division in a listless House. The Bill is designed 
to enable public authori t ies to purchase land a t a price based 
on the new Finance Act valuation, and not merely for specific 
and immediate, but for general and fu ture purposes. The 
objections to the measure were ably s tated by Mr. Wedg-
wood ; they will be found in the report of his speech in our 
Supplement. As he said, it is not the land speculator but 
land speculation itself t h a t must be condemned, and whether 
the process of ripening is carried out by the local author i ty 
or by a private landlord, it is equally bad in either case. 

The experience of such cities as London, (ilasgow and 
Aberdeen have demonstrated t h a t municipal land holding 
is only a delusion and a snare. Mr. George Barnes, who 
supported the Bill, quoted Glasgow's success in acquiring 
land out of the Common Good fund ; bu t if he had been 
acquainted with the evidence given before the Select 
Committee on the Land Values Taxat ion (Scotland) Bill, 
1906, on this typically unfor tuna te experience in municipal 
land speculation he would have hesitated before using it 
as an example to be followed by other towns. Most of the 
land bought for " d e v e l o p m e n t " purposes has remained 
vacant for many years, the Corporation finding it 
impossible to feu or sell it. In London, Mr. Tasker stated 
a t the London County Council meeting on the 5th March, 
£210,000 a year was being paid in the shape of interest 
with regard to land f rom which they got an income of 
£154,000 a year. To-day they had land valued a t 
£3,100,000 producing nothing, and they were losing £93,000 
in interest on money borrowed for the purchase of land. 

There is no purpose in municipal land purchase for 
fu ture requirements unless the land is parted with again 
a t a higher figure. Speculation intervenes induced by a 
gamble with public money. So far as the individual 
citizen is concerned the land might as well have remained 
in the hands of private owners. For vacant land, whoever 
owns it, has its counterpar t in high rents and rates, over-
crowding, restricted opportunities for employment, and 
low wages. 

Government Approval. 
The most noteworthy feature of the debate was the 

declaration by Sir Rufus Isaacs that, the Government 
accepted the principle t h a t local authorities should have 
the right to buy land in anticipation of their requirements. 
As Mr. Wedgwood pointed out, this a t t i tude helps to 
explain the passage, in Mr. Lloyd George's speech on the 
2nd April, t ha t the valuation would be available for the 
readjus tment of local taxat ion and " for equally impor tant 
public purposes of another character ." Do these other 
" public purposes " include powers to public authorities 
to buy off landowners and to embark on extensive develop-
ment schemes ? We honestly hope not . They can never 
conic before the country and pretend, af ter all their state-
ments to the contrary, t ha t this is what was meant by land 
reform. Local authorit ies have other means of overcoming 
the power of those privileges which strangle their growth 
and development, and they only ask they may have the 
right to apply such means. The Government will t ry in 
vain to shunt public opinion in another direction, for the 
public is too well informed to allow the valuation to be used 
for any other purpose than as a new s tandard for rat ing 
and taxat ion. I t is a weapon which can and will be used 
with effect to put an end to land with-holding and compel 
landowners everywhere, on pain of paying sweetly for the 
privilege, to allow development of every kind, whether 
municipal or industrial to proceed. 

Slums—A Bold and Wise Proposal. 
Mr. R. L. Outhwaite 's admirable article on Glasgow 

Slums, which appeared in the D A I L Y N E W S of the 9 th April 
and which we reproduce in another column, is a heart-
moving picture of the ravages of land monopoly in Scotland's 
commercial and business centre. In Glasgow, perhaps, the 
slum evil is seen at its worst, not excepting the East End 
of London; but on the other hand, Glasgow is the city that 
has done most and is doing most to call a t tent ion to the 
root cause of poverty and bad housing and to demand 
measures for relief. For a generation past Glasgow has 
led the municipal fight for the rating of land values as the 
only real solution to the slum problem, and once again is 
making a strenuous call for support in demanding powers 
from Parl iament to tackle the question on these lines. 

Mr. Outhwaite 's article is opportune and will do much 
to focus at tent ion on the action taken by the Glasgow 
Corporation. We appeal to our friends and supporters 
throughout the land to follow his fine example. Although 
we cannot all get special articles into the newspapers, we 
can write " letters to the Edi tor ," we can ta lk to and 
interest our friends, wc can tackle town and county 
councillors, we can raise the question a t public meetings, 
we can distribute literature, we can get subscribers for 
L A N D V A L U E S , and in a hundred and one ways we can 
give a helping hand in the campaign t h a t the Corporation 
of Glasgow lias inaugurated. 

Referring in an editorial to Mr. Outhwaite 's article, the 
London S T A R , on April 9th, said :— 

The cause of better housing for dwellers in great cities 
is likely to receive a considerable impetus through the 
campaign initiated by the Glasgow Corporation in 
favour of rat ing urban land. While London, the metro-
polis of the United Kingdom, lies supine in tlie hands of 
the ground landlords' organisation, Glasgow, the second 
city, has moved forward with this bold stroke against 
the monopoly which is throt t l ing the growth of healthy 
town life. . . The 1909 Budget only touched 
fu ture increment, bu t i t showed the way, and our prac-
tical Scottish friends are applying the principle to present 
rating. The Corporation have found how the exorbitant 
demands of ground landlords, based on a value which is 
created absolutely by the community, has hindered street 
widening, workmen's dwellings, and other necessary 
public improvements. . . . Exact ly the same evils 
exist in London, and for the same reason. The Glasgow 
Corporation are inviting other rat ing authorities through-
out the country to petition Parliament in favour of the 
Corporation's Bill legalising the levy of a ra te for local 
purposes on the valuation of land. We shall watch with 
interest the action which the L.C.C. Moderates will take 
when this bold and wise proposal reaches them. 

A Lesson for Town Planners. 
In the G L A S G O W H E R A L D of 18th April appears a report 

o f . t h e second inquiry by the Local Government Board 
into the town planning of Rosyth. held at Inverkeithing. 
Mr. Wm. Paterson, engineer, convener of the Town Council's 
Town Planning Committee, said t ha t since it became 
certain t h a t the docks a t Rosyth were to be proceeded with 

I it. had become apparent that there would be required a 
large increase of accommodation for the various classes of 

; working people coming into the locality. There was a 
j demand for building sites and no lack of speculators, and 
: had ground been obtainable on moderate terms a large strip 

of land would in all probability have been covered with 
| houses. There appeared, however, to be a tendency on 

the par t of some proprietors to hold back land until prices 
were higher. Other landowners were willing to dispose of 
their ground, bu t they could not do so because they could 
not open up street accesses without negotiating with a 
number of other proprietors who were content to block the 
way and were unwilling to contribute the necessary expen-

| ditiire. The result of the difficulty of obtaining sites was 
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The " Rich Man using little Land." 

I t may be a fallacy t h a t " all incomes are invested in 
land," bu t i t is a t ru th t h a t all wealth is produced from 
land. In put t ing forward the case of the man who " might 
be a millionaire and yet no t own an acre of land," or who 
" further might not occupy more than an acre," and 
therefore " escape local rat ing altogether," the MUNICIPAL 
J O U R N A L betrays a very narrow view of land occupancy. 
The wider view of the case is tha t all industrial and com-
mercial undertakings and all business are worked on and 
through land. Manufacturers, financiers, bankers, brokers 
and business and commercial magnates of all kinds may 
directly occupy but a small piece of land—a small office 
in a large building perhaps—but these people who seem, to 
be producing wealth in-a small space have interests in all 
kinds of concerns: in docks, coal companies, mines, 
factories, building estates, &c. Or they may be holders of 
mortgages, or interested in land development schemes. 

In considering whether the taxat ion of land values 
would reach these rich men, we must, consider, not the 
restricted area in which they personally operate, but the 
whole country. If all land were rated and taxed according 
to its market value, every acre of land would be affected, 
whether i t were used or held idle for speculative purposes, 
or by caprice. In this way the taxat ion of land values 
will reach out to all men, rich or poor ; as they are 
interested in land personally, or as a shareholder 
in a land company so will they contribute to the 
public revenues. Under the Taxation of Land Values 
none will escape. Those who enjoy much land value will 
pay more than those who enjoy less, and those who do not 
enjoy any land value will not be asked to make a con-
tribution. When the Taxation of Land Values is in 
operation " Dick T u r p i n ' s " occupation will be gone. 
The ratepayers will be in possession of their own and there 
will be nothing left, for our old friend D.T. 

A Hostile Tariff. 
The following s ta tement was copied, on April 16th, from 

a notice in a shop window a t 272, Pentonville Road, King's 
Cross—one of London's busiest spots :— 

T H E B U R D E N O F R A T E S IN ISLINGTON. 
We beg to notify the public of our intention to 

vacate this Window (a plan of which is given below) 
in consequence of the iniquitous increase in Rates . 

The assessment of this small window, which includes 
basement only, in 1910 was £138 per annum and has 
now been increased to £209, making Bates payable 
£83 12s. V 3 

The enormous rat ing of properties in Islington has 
caused the downfall of more than one prosperous 
thoroughfare and is already taking effect a t King's 
Cross. 

Various appeals have been made to the Rat ing 
Committee but lightly dismissed and a courteous 
hearing refused. 

We have acquired four very large lloors a t less than 
half the rent of this window. 

The plan referred to indicates a floor space 21 feet deep 
by 11 feet wide a t the front , narrowing down to 5 feet a t 
the back. 

It, would be difficult to find a more direct and eloquent 
explanation of the " hard times " of which almost every 
business man complains. The handicap thus placed on 
industry is the necessary accompaniment to the. advantage 
given to monopoly by our rat ing system. A just and 
business-like system of rat ing would t rea t all land occupiers 
alike—would levy upon them rates in proportion to the 
benefits derived from public service. Land value is just 
the price of a monopoly privilege, nnd if rates were levied 
on this basis owners of idle land would be brought into 
the net, relieving the industrious and enterprising business 

men of a considerable portion of the almost, intolerable 
rating burden. In a well-ordered community an improve-
ment of business premises would not mean a fine in the 
shape of increased rates. 

The Criticism of the Expert. 
The L A N D A G E N T S ' R E C O R D of March 23rd contains the 

report of a paper on the Rat ing of Site Values which was 
read by Mr. W. P. Ryan, F.S.I . (Past President R.S.A.), 
before a recent general meeting of the Rat ing Surveyors' 
Association. We are indebted to Mr. Ryan for joining his 
colleagues in giving publicity to the propaganda of the 
United Committee, And wc welcome his voice in the chorus 
of men who are bent upon holding u p the activity of our 
terrible Committee as a warning to the landed interests. 
For the rest, Mr. Ryan discusses the proposals of the Land 
Values Group as placed before the Departmental Com-
mittee on Local and Imperial Taxation. We learn for the 
first time t h a t the Group " do not propose t ha t local rates 
are to be a t once levied on the land value, but suggest 
t h a t an interval of ten years should be allowed before it, 
becomes compulsory." Also t ha t the Group " e s t i m a t e 
t h a t a levy of 3d. in the £ on the capital value of land, 
af ter the existing rates on lands and buildings are ' l ifted, ' 
will realise a sum sufficient to cover the total of the grants-
in-aid, which are now paid to local authorities, for what 
are called national services. These grants amount to 
£20,029,911 in England and Wales alone, so t ha t it may 
be assumed tha t the assessable capital value of land in 
England and Wales is assumed to be £1,602,395,280, which 
a t 4 per cent, would give an annual value of £61,095,811." 
On this amusing fabric of guesswork and assumption, Mr. 
R y a n works out many elaborate calculations all going to 
show how iniquitous and impracticable the proposals of 
the Land Values Group are. We are familiar with question-
begging calculations of this nature and simply pass them 
by as contributing nothing whatever to the discussion. 
At the same time, notwithstanding his subtleties, we 
congratulate Mr. Ryan on his perseverance. He has a t 
least opened the way to a more int imate consideration of 
the subject a t a future meeting of the Rating Surveyors' 
Association. 

Wanted, Additional Subscribers'. 
Wc appeal to our friends to do all they can to help us 

in securing additional subscribers to L A N D VALUES. In the 
past two or three years our circulation has increased by 
50 per cent., but this increase is infinitesimal, we feel con-
vinced. with what can be clone if every active reader will 
help. To assist those who are willing to canvass their 
friends, we are issuing coupon receipt books which any 
one can conveniently carry about with him, and use when-
ever an opportuni ty presents itself. The books can be 
had either with 7 receipts (for Is. 6d. each), value 10s. 6d., 
or with 14 receipts, value £1 Is. Application should be 
made to the United Committee for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 11. Tothill Street, London, S.W., or to any of the 
associated Leagues. 

This should be an inviting field for all our speakers, and 
we specially seek their aid in adding to our subscribers list. 
Those who address meetings, and they are an ever-growing 
body, have, we arc often advised, made a good and lasting 
impression a t some meeting ; but our speaker passes away 
to make room for others on other questions, and this appears 
to be the end of his mission. We have not gained any new 
permanent connection in the district. This should not be, 
and it need not be any longer. Let the speakers of the 
movement provide themselves with a 10s. 6d. or 21s. book 
of coupons, and ask the audience addressed, or any in-
terested, to give their names, along with Is. fid. for L A N D 
V A L U E S by post for one year. This will keep them in touch 
with the movement, add to its strength, and encourage 
those at headquarters who are responsible for the output, 
of the monthly Messenger of the Movement. 

b 2 
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" O U R POLICY." 

" W e w o u l d s i m p l y t a k e for t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t be longs to 
t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e y a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s to l a n d b y t h e g r o w t h 
of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l e a v e s a c r e d l y t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l al l l h a t 
b e l o n g s to t h e i n d i v i d u a l . " — H e n r y George. 

LABOUR UNREST. 

The Coal Strike, the latest phase of labour unrest, has been 
patched up for the time being. The Coal Mines Minimum 
Wage Act, 1912, is now in force, and the Wage Boards it 
provides for are a t work endeavouring to cope with the 
troubles tha t precipitated the quarrel. This strike, like 
the Railway and Transport Workers' Strike last year, has 
many lessons to teach, but one lesson stands out in bold 
relief : the change tha t has come over the face of British 
politics. Economic and industrial questions, as such, 
have now taken the place of political questions, as such. 
The unemployed man, the badly paid worker, the millions 
condemned to live in unspeakable housing conditions in 
both town and country feel deeply the wrongs they endure. 
In a dumb way the working people have borne patiently their 
burden, hoping against hope tha t some day redress would 
come. The reformers of past generations kept the fires burn-
ing and fought with giants for political emancipation and for 
wider educational facilities. They believed firmly in more 
democracy, and accepted the wider extension of the franchise 
as the means to their goal of universal peace, and health 
and progress. But the schoolmaster, inside the schools and 
without, has been abroad, and the seething mass of dis-
content among the labouring people to-day is provoked and 
controlled by a new and altogether different philosophy. 

I t is now clearly seen that mere political enfranchisement, 
good enough as far as it goes, is no remedy for labour 
troubles. To give a man a vote and force him to tramp in 
search of a living, to cede the right of citizenship and compel 
the citizen to endure hopeless unrequited toil, side by side 
with the most glaring examples of prosperity and refinement, 
is what more than anything else in a progressive community 
awakens forces of discontent. The labour unrest now 
abroad in the land is no mere ephemeral disturbance ; 
it is there to stay and to become deeper and wider till the 
cure for it is discovered and applied. 

Industrial questions, the question of work and wages, the 
questions of unemployment and of housing, are now un-
comfortably in occupation in the front seats of public 
opinion, and they are going to remain there till public 
opinion gets ripe for a settlement of their case. These 
great strikes mean only one thing. The worker has roused 
himself, he wants his wages advanced, he demands a fairer 
share of the wealth which he labours so incessantly to 

produce. He knows there is enough and to spare, for he 

sees and hears of the overflowing abundance which he has 

learned by bitter experience is not for him, but is earmarked 

for others, many of whom are less entitled to it than he is. 

In all his suffering he has been more than patient, and now 

he is indicating in plain terms that he is out for a change. 

If the politicians whom he has voted into place and power 

time and again cannot or will not bring him the justice 

and fair play he demands, he is prepared to speak and act 

for himself; and this is what he must do or sink even lower 

in the social scale. 

The worker is right, and he has a measure of popular 

support behind him that even the dull-minded politicians 

do not seek to ignore or belittle. This struggle of the miners 

j was the usual fight between " capital and labour " with 

the real enemy, the mine owner, the land monopoliser, 

behind the scenes. The Government with its Minimum 

Wage Act, a species of the half-baked Socialism it provides 

in the name of Liberalism, has brought to itself and the 

country a breathing space for the time being. The miners 

are back a t work, and iu their off time engaged in a sordid 

struggle for a minimum legal share of what is left after the 

man in the background has made his deductions in the form 

of royalties, wayleaves, dead-rents, surface-rents, and all 

j the rest. 
But this measure does not mean tha t the unrest of labour 

L is settled, even for a time. The cause of poverty is still 
actively a t work, and if the Government are not prepared 
to take the " deeper c u t " then the Minimum Wage for 
coal miners has but set the pace for similar legislation all 
round. If the Government will not fulfil the hopes they 
held out of going to the root of the poverty problem they 
are going to have an uneasy time. If they will not go 
forward with the liberating policy set forth in the Taxation 
of Land Values they are going to be driven along the 
lines of restriction and that way lies the end of all things, at 
least for Liberalism. 

The chief cause of all labour troubles is landlordism ; 
the rent of land keeps pace with all attempts of labour to 
escape. Education, invention, improvement of any kind, 
anything that would lighten the day's toil, is arrested 
and stifled by this constantly acting force. The advance 
of rent is an enduring obstacle to higher wages. In the 
words of Henry George: " It is a fresh and continuous robbery 
that goes on every day and every hour. It is not from the 
produce of the past that rent is drawn ; it is from the 
produce of the present. I t is a toll levied upon labour 
constantly and continuously." This power to appropriate 
the rent of land induces land monopoly, the standing barrier 
to the solution of the poverty problem. I t checks produc-
tion at its source and in itself constitutes a permanent 
lock-out of labour and capital. 
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Three years ago this seemed to be recognised by Liberal 
leaders, and on a thousand platforms, landlordism in all 
its nakedness was ruthlessly exposed. There was no talk 
then of a beggarly " ninepence for fourpence," and as for 
a Minimum Wage Act for miners out on strike for a living 
wage, why such a thing was incredible. Verily it is altered 
days since we were looking for the thaw tha t was to come 
in the spring, when the frozen feudal sources of monopoly 
were to vanish before the rising sun, and the children of the 
people enter into their inheritance from on high. To-day 
this looks like a dream. Monopoly is still as strongly 
entrenched and Land Values Taxation has given place to 
legislation arising out of the reactionary backwash of the 
Poor Law Commission inquiry. 

Six years ago the Prime Minister (Mr. Asquith, then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer,) asked the municipalities for 
time to find out how best to tax land values. " We are all 
agreed," he said to a Municipal deputation on the 26th 
February, 1906, " tha t as a preliminary step there should 
be a separate assessment of land values," and tha t this 
would secure " a more satisfactory and more permanent 
result if we allow ourselves a little t ime and patience 
for the consideration of this problem than if we were 
to introduce a comparatively small and piecemeal 
instalment of the reform we all desire." This 
was six years ago, and all we have got is what 
Mr. Asquith said we did not want—the " piecemeal instal-
ment ; " and as for what we were all " agreed upon 
having," the separate valuation, well, t ha t is due in 1915, 
and when it comes it will be just six years out of date 
and therefore useless for purposes of local rating. 

Meanwhile, the Land Values Group in the House of 
Commons continue to bring forward their Bills and their 
Resolutions on Land Values, Housing, and Labour Unrest, 
but there is never one sympathetic word of encouragement 
or support from the Liberal leaders. When the Taxation of 
Land Values is debated in the House of Commons to-day the 
Government is dumb ; it has sent the question to a 
Treasury Committee of experts and has no opinion of its 
own on the subject. What does it all mean ? And what are 
the Members of Parl iament fully pledged to the Taxation 
of Land Values going to say to their constituents when 
they return to the hustings with their cargo of Dead 
Sea frui t ? Scores and hundreds of them have advocated 
the Taxation of Land Values as the cure for unemployment, 
bad housing, and as a method of land reform which the 
Government were pledged to carry. 

Ten years ago the Liberal Par ty emerged out of much 
obscurity with the Taxation of Land Values as one of the 
foremost of the tasks they would set their minds to and 
overcome. I t was one of their chief planks a t the 1906 
election, and three months later the Second Reading 
of a Bill on the subject was carried in the House of Commons 
by a vote of 319 to Gl. I t was the Land Clauses of the 

People's B u d g e t " tha t saved the par ty from defeat a t 
the polls in the 1910 election, and incidentally paralysed 

the House of Lords. The Taxation of Land Values has 
served the Liberal Pa r ty better than the party has served 
it. The driving power in the country for this reform 
has stood the test, and the t rea tment it has. received a t 
the hands of those who have exploited it for meaner ends 

I can be regarded as one of the despairing chapters of modern 
Liberalism. For such a betrayal a day of reckoning 
must come sooner or later, and the sooner tho bettor. 
In the words of Mr. Lloyd George himself:— 

" A rational land system lies a t the very root of national 
well-being. Liberalism will commit one of the most fatal 
blunders of its career if i t allows this question to rest 
until it is settled. The real meaning of the enthusiasm 
aroused by the Budget is tha t the country has risen in 
revolt against the land monopoly. I t has impoverished 
our rural districts, it has driven old industries away from 
our villages, and has prevented the establishment of new 
ones. I t has cramped the natural, healthy growth of our 
towns. Streets which might have been filled with real 
homes, affording ample breathing space to restore tho 
energies of our labouring population, in all ranks of life, 
have been crushed into airless blocks of unsightly buildings 
which are the eye-sore of our great cities and a danger 
to civilisation. Traders, manufacturers, professional men, 
business men, builders and workmen in town and country, 
have long been smouldering with disaffection against this 
oppression of landlordism, and with the Budget their 
discontent has burst into flame. I F LIBERALISM 
LEAVES T H E MATTER T H E R E AND DOES NOT 
SUBSTITUTE SOME MORE RATIONAL SYSTEM, 
IT MUST INEVITABLY S U F F E R F O R ITS LACK 
OF COURAGE AND F O R E S I G H T . " 

THE LOSS OF THE " TITANIC." 

The terrible disaster to the " T i t a n i c " on Sunday, 
11th April, which has caused such a shock over the whole 
world, has quite overshadowed every other event of public 
importance during the month. I t has been the greatest 
calamity t ha t has ever taken place a t sea, and we wish to 
join in the universal feeling of deep sympathy with the 
bereaved, as well as in paying t r ibute to the heroism with 
which crew and passengers alike went down to t h a t 
awful and sudden death. Man has not yet conquered 
Nature. He builds ships which he boasts are " unsink-
able," and in one short hour all the frui ts of his genius are 
utterly destroyed. Nature demands obedience, and the 
elaborate precautions which Governments and Shipping 
Companies are now making against a similar loss of life 
are an expression of man 's observance of the Law. This 
disaster suggests many thoughts, bu t these have already 
found full expression in the country and in the daily and 
weekly press of the country and throughout the world. 
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LAND VALUES RATING BILL. 

INTRODUCED INTO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BY 
MB. FRANCIS NEILSON, M.P., ON THE 24th APRIL, 1912. 

M E M O R A N D U M . 

T h e ob j ec t of th is Bill is t o enab le R a t i n g Author i t i es 
t o a d o p t Si te Value as def ined b y t h e F i n a n c e (1909-10) 
Ac t , 1910, as t h e s t a n d a r d of r a t ing , a n d t h u s t o relieve 
r a t e p a y e r s f r o m p a y i n g r a t e s in respec t of buildings, fixed 
p l an t , a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s . 

F o r th i s pu rpose t h e va lua t ion d i rec ted b y t h e B u d g e t 
should be m a d e u p t o d a t e a n d periodical ly revised so as to 
p rov ide a record of t h e l and va lue of each h e r e d i t a m e n t for 
t h e t i m e be ing a n d of t h e persons in te res ted there in and of 
t h e p ropor t i ons in which t h e y a r e so in te res t ed . 

I n a d o p t i n g L a n d Value as t h e s t a n d a r d of r a t ing t h e 
Bill follows t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of t h e Select Commi t t ee 
on t h e L a n d Values T a x a t i o n (Scot land) Bill, 1906. 

A BILL 
T O E N A B L E L O C A L A U T H O R I T I E S T O R E L I E V E 

R A T E P A Y E R S F R O M P A Y I N G R A T E S I N 
R E S P E C T O F B U I L D I N G S A N D F I X E D 
P L A N T A N D I M P R O V E M E N T S , A N D TO 
A D O P T L A N D V A L U E A S T H E S T A N D A R D 

O F R A T I N G . 

B E I T E N A C T E D b y t h e K i n g ' s m o s t Exce l l en t M a j e s t y 
b y a n d wi th t h e a d v i c e a n d consen t of t h e L o r d s Spi r i tua l 
a n d T e m p o r a l a n d C o m m o n s in th i s p re sen t P a r l i a m e n t 
assembled a n d b y t h e a u t h o r i t y of t h e s ame as follows :— 

L O C A L A U T H O R I T Y MAY L E V Y R A T E S ON N E W R A T E A B L E 
V A L U E . 

1. A Local A u t h o r i t y m a y b y resolut ion d e t e r m i n e t h a t 
t he whole or a n y p a r t of t h e ex is t ing or f u t u r e r a t e s which 
a r e or m a y be levied b y such Local A u t h o r i t y shall be 
levied a n d cha rged in respec t of t h e New R a t e a b l e Value 
as he r e ina f t e r def ined in lieu of a n y o the r r a t eab l e va lue . 

B Y W H O M A N D I N W H A T P R O P O R T I O N T H E R A T E TO B E 
P A I D . 

2. T h e r a t e or r a t e s levied in respec t of a n y h e r e d i t a m e n t s 
u n d e r t h e provis ions of th i s Ac t shal l be p a y a b l e by each 
person in te res ted in t h e New R a t e a b l e Value of such 
h e r e d i t a m e n t s in p ropo r t i on t o t h e a m o u n t of his in te res t 
t he re in . 

V A L U A T I O N S TO B E S U P P L I E D T O L O C A L A U T H O R I T I E S . 

3. T h e B o a r d of I n l a n d R e v e n u e shall s u p p l y f ree of 
cha rge t o every Local A u t h o r i t y full copies of all va lua t ions 
m a d e u n d e r t he provis ions of t h e F i n a n c e (1909-10) Vet 
1910 a n d a n y A m e n d i n g Act or Acts re la t ing t o land or 
premises wi th in t he a r ea of such Local A u t h o r i t y . 

D E F I N I T I O N S . 

4. F o r t h e purposes of th is A c t : — 
" N e w R a t e a b l e V a l u e " m e a n s t h e Fu l l Si te Va lue as 

m S e c t i o n 2 5 o f t h e F i n a n c e (1909-10) Act 
1910 a n d a n y A m e n d i n g Acts ; 

" Local A u t h o r i t y " means ' C o u n t y Council, Borough 
Council , Town Council, a n d eve ry o the r Local 
A u t h o r i t y which has or m a y he re ina f t e r have the 
power t o levy a r a t e . 

S H O R T T I T L E . 

* ™ s A c t m a y ^ c i ted as t he Local Au thor i t i e s (Ra t ing) 

DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON 
THE BILL. 

W E D N E S D A Y , A P R I L 2 4 T H . 

Mr. Neilson : I beg t o move, " T h a t leave be given to 
in t roduce a Bill to enab le local au thor i t i e s t o rel ieve rate-
payers f r o m pay ing r a t e s in respect of bui ldings a n d fixed 
p l an t s and improvemen t s , and t o a d o p t l and va lue as t he 
s t a n d a r d of r a t i n g . " 

This is a v e r y shor t Bill. I n tho first Clause i t asks t ha t 
local au thor i t i e s m a y b y resolut ion de t e rmine t h a t t he 
whole or p a r t of exist ing or f u t u r e r a t e s m a y be levied and 
charged in respect of a r a t eab l e va lue as he re ina f te r defined 
in lieu of a n y o the r r a t eab l e value. T h e ra tes t o b e levied 
m respect of a n y he red i t amen t s unde r t h e provisions of this 
Bill shall be p a y a b l e b y each person in teres ted in t h e new 
ra t eab le va lue of such he red i t amen t s in p ropor t ion to t he 
a m o u n t of his in teres t there in , a n d t h o Boa rd of In l and 
R e v e n u e shall supp ly f r ee of charge t o every local a u t h o r i t y 
full copies of all va lua t ions m a d e u n d e r t h e provisions of t h e 
F i n a n c e (1909-10) Act a n d any A m e n d i n g Ac t or Acts 
re la t ing t o land or premises within t h e a rea of such local 
a u t h o r i t y . T h e basis of t h e r a t e shall be t h e ful l si te 
va lue as defined in t h e F i n a n c e Act of 1909-10. This is 
t h e s i x th t i m e a Bill has been in t roduced in to th i s House 
asking t h a t power should be given t o local au thor i t i es to 
raise r a t e s u p o n land values. Dur ing t h e Conservat ive 
Admin i s t r a t ion , 1900-5, fife Bills were in t roduced and 
deba t ed . O n e Bill du r ing t h a t Admin i s t ra t ion was carried 
on Second Read ing . I n 1906 t h e G o v e r n m e n t was itself 
urged b y a pet i t ion signed b y near ly 600 ra t ing au thor i t ies 
t o give power to r a t e u p o n land values. T h e B u d g e t of 
1909-10 seemed to w h e t t h e a p p e t i t e of local au thor i t ies 
on th is ques t ion , and t h e ag i ta t ion which has been going 
on since 1909 has increased in its v igour unt i l t o - d a y one 
can ha rd ly open t h e Not ice P a p e r w i thou t seeing f rom 
some p a r t of Grea t B r i t a i n pet i t ions asking t h e Govern-
m e n t t o give powers t o local au thor i t i es t o r a t e u p o n land 
values. I m i g h t r emind t h e House t h a t t h e Glasgow Cor-
pora t ion is now aga in ins t i tu t ing a n ag i ta t ion in this 
c o u n t r y t h a t was once ve ry successful in br inging t o t h e 
not ice of t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h e wish of t h e local au thor i t i es 
to r a t e upon land values. This l i t t le Bill is one t h a t has 
been discussed very f ree ly in connection wi th t h e Glasgow 
pet i t ion in councils u p a n d down t h e coun t ry . I t is t h e 
wish of those who s u p p o r t i t t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t should 
get on w i t h t h e va lua t ion as speedily as possible, a n d t h a t 
t h e y should keep in view t h e necessity in f u t u r e of br inging 
t h e va lua t ion u p to da te , so t h a t when t h e local au thor i t i e s 
h a v e power t o r a t e upon land values t h e y will a lways have 
t h e va lue a year before t h e r a t e is imposed. 

Sir George Younger : I rise t o ob jec t to th is Bill. T h e 
hon. Member opposi te appears t o t h i n k ĥ > can base a 
sys tem of r a t i ng on t h e present sys t em of va lua t ion carr ied 
ou t unde r t h e Budge t . If he will look a t t h e Scot t i sh Land 
Values Bill, he will see t h e definition of land values in that. 
Bill is to ta l ly different f rom t h a t being carried ou t unde r 
t h e proposals of t h e 1909-10 Budge t . I t includes in i ts 
def in i t ion a grea t deal which is no t land va lue a t all, a n d there-
fore it does no t represent t h e basis which I th ink t h e hon. 
Gen t l eman ' s predecessors in th is m o v e m e n t sough t t o 
ob ta in . T b e defini t ion of land values in t h e Scot t i sh Land 
Values Bill was agreed u p o n in th is House a f t e r a long 
Deba te , in which t h e then Lord Advoca te (Mr. Shaw) and 
t h e presen t Lord Advoca t e (Mr. Ure), gen t l emen who 
thorough ly u n d e r s t a n d t h e quest ion a n d who were a lmos t 
t h e apost les of t h e m o v e m e n t , took p a r t . W h e n I say 
this Bill proceeds upon a basis of l and values which reallv 
does no t exist and whioh is pure ly imaginary , I cer ta in lv 
t l i ink i t ough t n o t t o be passed into law. 

Question p u t , a n d agreed to . 
Bill ordered to be b r o u g h t in b y Mr. Neilson, Sir H e n r y 

Dalziel, Sir Alfred Mond, Mr. Chancellor. Mr. Morrell. Mr. 
Charles Price, Mr. R a f f a n , Mr. J a m e s Pa rke r , Mr. S tephen 
Walsh . Mr. Wedgwood, a n d Mr. George Barnes . Presented 
accordingly, nnd read t h e first t ime ; t o be read a second 
t i m e u p o n W e d n e s d a y nex t (1st May) , and to be pr in ted . 
I Hi l l 1 

T h e first a n d p a r a m o u n t cons idera t ion in t a x a t i o n 
should be equa l i t y of b u r d e n ; a n d only b y t a k i n g t h e 
ren ta l va lue of land in t a x e s can such equa l i t y be secu red . " -

, T O M L . JOHNSOTS-. 
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H E N R Y G E O R G E ' S U N A N S W E R A B L E L E T T E R O N 

P R O T E C T I O N . 

I n h i s a u t o b i o g r a p h y , MY STORY, T o m L. J o l m s o n tel ls 
us t h a t whi le t h e Wi l son Tariff Bill was u n d e r cons idera t ion 
he received a l e t t e r f r o m some Cleveland cloak m a n u f a c -
t u r e r s r e q u e s t i n g h i m t o v o t e for a specific d u t y in add i t ion 
t o a n ad valorem d u t y on ladies ' cloaks. H e t h e n goes 
on : — 

1 exp la ined t h e m a t t e r t o H e n r y Georgo and h e f r a m e d 
a l e t t e r in rep ly . T h a t l e t t e r was one of t h o f inest pieces 
of wr i t i ng Mr. George eve r did. I t was as follows :— 

Cleveland, Ohio. 
D e c e m b e r 29 th , 189:1. 

To J o s e p h Lac l inec t , E m i l Weisels , J o s e p h F r a n k e l a n d 
o the r s , t a i lors a n d tai loresses in t h e e m p l o y of Messrs. 
L a n d e s m a n , H i r sche imer a n d Co., c loak m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
of Cleve land . 

L A D I E S A N D G E N T L E M E N : — 
I h a v e rece ived y o u r c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d t h a t f r o m 

Messrs. L a n d e s m a n , ' H i r s che imer a n d Co. t o wh ich y o u 
re fe r , a s k i n g m e to v o t e aga ins t t h e Wi l son Tariff Bill, 
unless i t is a m e n d e d b y a d d i n g t o t h e d u t y of 45 pe r c en t . 
ad valorem, wh ich it proposes , an add i t i ona l d u t y of 
49J c e n t s p e r p o u n d . 

I shall d o n o t h i n g of t h e k ind . My ob jec t ion t o t h o 
Wi lson Bill is n o t t h a t i t s du t i e s a ro t o o low, b u t t h a t t h o y 
a r e t o o h igh . I will d o all I c a n "to c u t i ts d u t i e s d o w n , 
b u t I will s t r e n u o u s l y oppose p u t t i n g t h e m u p . Y o u ask 
m e t o v o t e t o m a k e c loaks ar t i f ic ia l ly dea r . H o w can I 
do t h a t w i t h o u t m a k i n g i t h a r d e r for t h o s e w h o need c loaks 
t o g e t c loaks ? E v e n if th i s wou ld benef i t you , would i t 
n o t i n j u r e o the r s ? T h e r e a r e m a n y c loak -make r s in 
Cleveland , i t is t r ue , b u t t h e y a r e few as c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e 
c loak users . W o u l d y o u consider m e a n hones t repre-
s e n t a t i v e if I wou ld t h u s consen t t o i n j u r e t h e m a n y for t h e 
benef i t of t h e few, e v e n t h o u g h t h e few in th i s case wero 
yourse lves 1 

A n d y o u ask m e t o d e m a n d , in a d d i t i o n t o a m o n s t r o u s 
ad valorem d u t y of 45 p e r cen t . , a still m o r e m o n s t r o u s 
weight d u t y of 4 9 | c e n t s a p o u n d — a weight d u t y t h a t will 
m a k e t h e poores t sewing-girl p a y as m u c h t a x on he r 
c h e a p s h o d d y c loak as Mrs. As to r or Mrs. V a n d e r b i l t 
would b e cal led u p o n t o p a y on a c loak of t h e finest ve lve t 
a n d embro ide r i e s ! D o y o u rea l ly w a n t m e t o v o t e t o 
t h u s p u t t h e b u r d e n of t a x a t i o n on t h e poor whi le l e t t ing 
t h e r ich escape ? W h e t h e r you w o n t m e t o or n o t , I will 
n o t d o i t . 

T h a t , a s y o u r emp loye r s say , a serv iceable cloak can bo 
b o u g h t in Ber l in a t S1.20 a f fords no reason in m y m i n d 
for keep ing u p t h e ta r i f f . On t h e c o n t r a r y , it is t h e s t ronges t 
reason for abol ish ing i t a l toge the r . T h e r e a r e lots of 
w o m e n in t h i s c o u n t r y w h o would re joice t o ge t c loaks 
so c h e a p l y ; lots of w o m e n w h o m u s t now p inch and 
s t ra in t o g e t a c loak ; lots of w o m e n w h o c a n n o t now 
af ford t o b u y cloaks, a n d m u s t weur old or cast-off g a r m e n t s 
or sh iver w i t h cold. I s i t n o t c o m m o n jus t i ce t h a t we 
shou ld abo l i sh eve ry t a x t h a t m a k e s i t h a r d e r for t h e m 
to c lo the t hemse lves 1 

N o ; I will do n o t h i n g t o k e e p u p du t i e s . I do no t 
bel ieve in t a x i n g o n e ci t izen for t h e p u r p o s e of enr iching 
a n o t h e r ci t izen. Y o u elected m e on m y dec la ra t ion t h a t I 
was opposed t o p ro t ec t i on , bel ieving i t b u t a s cheme 
for enab l i ng t h e few t o rob t h e m a n y , a n d t h a t I was 
opposed e v e n t o a tariff for r evenue , bel ieving t h a t t h e 
only j u s t w a y of ra is ing r evenues is b y t h e Single T a x 
u p o n L a n d Values . So long as I c o n t i n u e t o r ep resen t 
y o u in CongTe&s I shall a c t on t h e pr incip le of equa l r igh t s 
t o all a n d special pr ivi leges t o none , a n d w h e n e v e r I c a n 
abol ish a n y of t h e t a x e s t h a t a ro now levied on l abour or 
t h e p r o d u c t s of l abou r I will do i t , a n d w h e r e I c a n n o t 
abol ish I will d o m y b e s t t o reduce . W h e n y o u ge t t i r ed 
of t h a t y o u c a n elect someone in m y p lace w h o su i t s y o u 
b e t t e r . " If y o u w a n t d u t i e s k e p t up , y o u m a y ge t an 
hones t p ro tec t ion i s t w h o will se rve y o u ; y o u c a n n o t 
ge t a n h o n e s t f r ee t r a d e r . 

B u t I bel ieve t h a t y o u h a v e only t o t h i n k of t h e m a t t e r 
t o see t h a t in a d h e r i n g t o p r inc ip le I will b e ac t i ng for t h e 
bes t i n t e re s t s of all work ing m e n a n d w o m e n , yourse lves 
a m o n g t h e n u m b e r . T h i s d e m a n d for p r o t e c t i v e du t i e s 
or t h e benef i t of t h e Amer ican w o r k i n g m a n is t h e ver ies t 

s h a m . Y o u c a n n o t pro tec t l abou r b y p u t t i n g impor t 

du t i e s on goods. P r o t e c t i o n m a k o s i t h a r d e r for t h e 
masses of our people t o live. I t m a y increase t h e prof i t s 
of f a v o u r e d cap i t a l i s t s ; it m a y bu i ld u p t r u s t s a n d c r ea t e 
g rea t fo r tunes , b u t i t c a n n o t ra i se wages . Y o u k n o w for 
yourse lves t h a t w h a t y o u r emp loye r s p a y you in wages 
does n o t d e p e n d u p o n w h a t a n y tariff m a y enab le t h e m 
to m a k e , b u t on w h a t t h e y c a n got o the r s t o t a k e you r 
places for . Y o u h a v e t o s t a n d t h e c o m p e t i t i o n of t h e l abour 
m a r k e t . W h y , t h e n , shou ld y o u t r y t o s h u t yourse lves 
out f r o m t h e a d v a n t a g e s t h a t t h o c o m p e t i t i o n of t h e good" 
m a r k e t shou ld give y o u ? It. is n o t p ro t ec t i on t h a t m a k e s 
wagos h ighe r here t h a n in G e r m a n y . T h e y were higher 
hero beforo w e h a d a n y p ro t ec t i on , mid in t h o sa tu rna l i a 
of p ro t ec t i on t h a t lias ' re igned he re for somo y e a r s pas t 
you h a v e seen wagos go d o w n , un t i l t h o c o u n t r y is now 
c rowded w i t h t r a m p s a n d h u n d r e d s of t h o u s a n d s of m e n 
aro now s u p p o r t e d b y c h a r i t y . W h a t m o d o wages h igher 
t h a n in G e r m a n y is t h e f r ee r access t o land , t h e n a t u r a l 
m e a n s of all p r o d u c t i o n , a n d as t h a t is closed u p a n d 
m o n o p o l y sots in wages m u s t decl ine. W h a t l abou r needs 
is n o t p ro t ec t i on , b u t jus t ice ; n o t legalised res t r i c t ions 
wh ich p e r m i t one set of m e n to t a x t h e i r fellows, b u t t h o 
f r ee o p p o r t u n i t y for all fo r t h c e x e r t i o n of the i r own powers . 
T h e real s t rugg le for t h o r i gh t s of l a b o u r a n d for t h o s e fan-
wages t h a t consis t in t h e ful l ea rn ings of l abour is t h e 
s t rugg le for f r e e d o m a n d aga ins t monopol ies a n d restr ic-
t ions ; a n d in t h e e f for t t o c u t d o w n p ro t ec t i on i t is t ime ly 
beg inn ing . I shall s u p p o r t t h e Wi lson Bill w i t h all m y 
ab i l i ty a n d all m y s t r e n g t h . 

Y o u r s v e r y respec t fu l ly , 
T O M L . J O H N S O N . 

O n e of t h e pr inc ipa l m o v e r s in t h e m a t t e r , a n exper ienced 
n e w s p a p e r m a n , to ld m e some t i m e a f t e r w a r d s t h a t h e 
h a d w a s t e d r e a m s of p a p e r a n d b u r n e d m u c h midn igh t 
oil in a f ru i t l ess a t t e m p t t o answer . " B u t , " sa id lie, 
" I ' m j u s t aa m u c h a p ro t ec t i on i s t as ever , only it won * 
work on ladies ' c loaks . " 

CHIPS FROM A SWISS WORKSHOP. 

O N T H E E V O L U T I O N O F S O C I A L I S M * 

B Y G U S T A V B U S C H E R . 

W h a t e v e r m a y be he ld concern ing i ts m e r i t s or d e m e r i t s ; 
w h e t h e r we rega rd i t a s t h e on ly p a t h t o social s a lva t i on , 
or as a mis lead ing wi l l -o ' - the-wisp , ho ld ing o u t a l lur ing 
promises i t c a n n o t poss ib ly fulfi l ; i t s f u n d a m e n t a l theor ies 
a n d teachings as t r u e or as false, a s b r ac ing or as e n e r v a t i n g , 
as up l i f t i ng or as demora l i s ing a n d d e g r a d i n g — t h e causes 
of tho evo lu t i on of Social ism a re c o m p a r a t i v e l y easy t o find. 

T h e g r e a t pol i t ical teachers, t h e apos t l e s of L i b e r t y a n d 
J u s t i c e , of t h e E i g h t e e n t h C e n t u r y a rose a t a t i m e when 
Despo t i sm a n d Pr iv i lege ruled s u p r e m e a n d u n c h e c k e d , 
when Migh t was t a c i t l y a s s u m e d to confer R i g h t , a n d 
when G o v e r n m e n t , u n d e r t h e inf luence of t h e Mercan t i l e 
T h e o r y , w h i c h r ega rded gold a n d si lver as t h e only real 
wea l th of t h e n a t i o n , wero in t e r f e r ing w i t h e v e r y b r a n c h 
of t r a d e a n d i n d u s t r y , w i t h t h e v iew of keep ing in each 
c o u n t r y aa m u c h of theso m e t a l s as possible. As a g a i n s t 
these t endenc ies t h e y t a u g h t t h a t t h e recogni t ion of t h e 
equa l r i gh t s of a l l—equa l r i gh t s t o life, t o l iber ty a n d t o 
t h e p u r s u i t of happ ines s , as tho Amer i can Cons t i tu t ion 
expresses i t — w a s t h e on ly r a t i ona l bas is of peace fu l a n d 
h a r m o n i o u s social life, t ho f o u n d a t i o n - s t o n e , key - s tone 
a n d co rne r - s tone of r a t i ona l Cons t i t u t i ona l G o v e r n m e n t . 
T h e y he ld t h a t t h e S t a t e wns m a d e for Man , n o t M a n for 
t h e S t a t e . T h e p r i m a r y f u n c t i o n of t h o S t a t e , t h o y 
c o n t e n d e d , w a s not t o g r a n t monopol ies , n o r t o m a i n t a i n , 
e x t e n d a n d p r o t e c t privilegos, b u t t o secure J u s t i c e , t o 
m a i n t a i n a n d enforce t h e equa l r i g h t s of all i t s c i t izens 
If i t wou ld on ly do th i s , i t need d o l i t t le or n o t h i n g more . 
F o r u n d e r s u c h cond i t i ons t he p r o d u c t i o n of w e a l t h , a s 
well as i t s e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n a m o n g s t t hose co -ope ra t ing 
in tho necessa ry work , wou ld sa t i s f ac to r i l y t a k e ca re of 
i tself. S t a t e in t e r f e rence a n d S t a t e r egu la t ion , t h e y 
a r g u e d , w a s f a r m o r e l ike t o d o h a r m t h a n t o d o good, a n d , 

* A somewhat free translation from Mr. Gustav Biischer's pamphlet, 
" A Word to Socialists." To bo had in German. Price 6d., post 
free, from LAND VALUES Pub. Tlept., 37B-77, Strand. London. W.O. 
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so long as the State carried out its primary function, was 
entirely unnecessary. For Ihe natural harmony of the 
rightful interests of mankind would soon put everything 
on the right track. These doctrines were briefly summarised 
in tho somewhat vaguo and misleading phrase—" Laisscr 
/aire, laisscr allcr." 

After the downfall of unchecked Despotism and the 
gradual adoption and extension of Constitutional Govern-
ment, the great Liboral Parties, both on tho Continent and 
Great Britain, avowedly accepted this doctrine of equal 
rights. As a matter of fact, however, for tho most part 
they only demanded and secured for the people sucli 
rights as cost the still all powerful privileged classes 
little or nothing. True tha t a few bold and far-seeing 
thinkers had openly proclaimed that the realisation of 
the equal rights doctrine was not secured by the extension 
of tho franchise, or even equal voting power, and other such 
political formalities ; but that it involved and demanded 
the recognition of tho equal rights of all to the uso of tho 
earth. But any such idea was too new, too bold and too 
big, to be accepted by tho mob of lesser mon of which these 
parties wore composed. Still less did it suit the powerful 
interests who had supported Liberalism mainly because, in 
its blindness and innovating zeal, it had helped to clear 
away any remains of the old established rights of the 
poople to tho use of the land, and had thus torn down 
cvory hindrance that stood in the way of their own 
over-increasing greed and covetousness. Thus the best 
and most potent part of the great and immutable 
truth, upon the assumod adoption of which Liberalism 
had established itself and acquired political ' power, 
was hidden from the poople. ~ 

Moro than this, when, despite this pretended granting of 
equal rights, the needs of the people became moro and more 
pressing, Liboral theorists confronted them with haughty 
superiority, heartless indifference, and impudent denials 
' Wo have given all of you equal rights, what more do you 

want, what more can you ask for ? " they insolently 
demanded. As a matter of fact, of course, they had done 
no such thing. They had willingly given the people equal 
rights m immaterial, untangible. and invisible things ; but 
that tho equal rights doctrine involved equal rights to the 
uso of the earth and to share in the bounties of Nature, 
they had never allowed themselves to entertain for a 
moment, or even allowed others to avow unhindered. 
Small wonder that such a distorted, perverted Liberalism 
soon lost its hold on the people, gained only the favour of 
the rich whom, in truth, it had served too well. 

This gave Socialism its opportunity ; this accounts for 
its establishment, and phenomenal development and pro-
gress, more especially, perhaps, hi countries, such as Prussia 
and Russia, where the masses of the people have only 
recently been emancipated from serfdom and been granted 
some modicum of political power. The needs of the 
people wore too great to bo overlooked ; Socialism espoused 
their cause and claimed to voice their aspirations. 
Socialistic theorists meditated on their needs and con-
tinuously invented and proposed fresh means to help them 
Realising that such equal rights as had been secured were 
utterly useless to tho poor, utterly inadequate to solve the 
social problem that confronted them, with swift logic they 
rejected the fundamental idea of equal rights as offering 
any guide to the social salvation of the industrial masses 
ot tho poople. They seem to havo been too immersed in 
their own theories to realise, or too near-sighted to suspect 
that the conception of tho equal rights of all had a far 
deeper meaning, of more far-reaching import, than that 
attributed to it by the orthodox apostles of Liberalism, 
lience, instead of accepting and extending this basic con-
ception, the truth of which it seems to many worse than 
folly even to suspect ; instead of boldly avowing that it 
must involve and carry with it equal rights to the tangible 
things of this world, in so far, of course, as they have not 
been called into existence by unequal human toil • thev 
proceeded to invent and proclaim a whole host of less clear 
and understandable, and certainly more questionable, dis-
putable and confusing theories, from which they then 
proceeded to deduce such actions and proposals as they 
deemed called for by the temporary pressing necessities of 
the day. Once having quitted the straight path of clear 
conceptions and indisputable eternal verities, their path 
has grown ever more confused and confusing. H e n c ^ e 
have the paradox that while Socialism continues to make 

constant appeals to right feeling, to accepted ideas of right 
and wrong, while Socialist poets have burst out into 
eloquent songs glorifying Freedom, Justice and Right, 
Socialist theorists, on the other hand, have come more and 
more to combat the inspiring idea and ideal of the inalienable 
rights of man as an absurd, ridiculous, obsolete fancy, 
quite unfit to servo as any safe guide to human conduct, 
individual or collective. 

To-day in many countries Socialism still holds the field 
as apparently offering the only solution of the social 
problom. The greater the number of its supporters, of 
those willing to vote for its candidates, the more numerous 
become those who have implicit faith in it. who build upon 
it all their hopes of social salvation, even though they may 
have no real insight into or understanding of the basic 
principles upon which its teachings and doctrines are based. 
The progress of Socialism has startled the most apathetic. 
Tho progress of Liberalism has been checked ; the forccs 
of reaction havo been strengthened. To-day the learning 
which serves the rich and powerful has turned a complete 
somersault. Whilst formerly it had perforce to avow and 
proclaim that, in the abstract at least, the doctrine of the 
equal rights of all was the one rational and natural founda-
tion of constitutional law and order, to-day, encouraged 
by tho example of the Socialist Theorists, this doctrine is 
attacked by all sorts of specious reasoning. In place of 
this clear, understandable, straightforward and logical 
conception, the publicists of to-day are busy substituting 
a confused and confusing mixture of all sorts of discon-
nected theories. Amongst well-placed but narrow-minded 
and half-educated men it is becoming increasingly fashion-
able to scoff at the idea of the inalienable rights of man, or 
of natural rights, as a sort of nursery-tale fit only to 
amuse such superior, clever and cultured folk as them-
selves. 

The end, however, is not yet. If modern Socialism is 
not to pass away as so many other similar movements 
have done : if it is permanently to influence the future 
destinies of mankind, it will have to free itself from the 
fanciful imaginations and inventions of its early youth, and 
to seek tho foundations of its ideal Social State of the 
future on the eternal and immutable verity of the inalien-
able equal rights of all, and boldly advocate all that this 
inspiring, up-lifting conception involves. In the process 
of its evolution it will have to come to discard the false 
and cling to what is true, to recognise, with the great 
apostles of Liberty and Justice of the early Eighteenth 
Century, that the State is made for Man, not Man for the 
State. 

" Privilege is the advantage conferred on one by law 
of denying the competition of others."—TOM L . J O H N S O N . 

PEACE on EARTH 
GOODWILL to MEN 

D o you desire to bring this about ? 
Then see that 

4d. " Progress and Poverty " 4d. 
(By p o s t S i d . ; C l o t h 8d . , by p o s t lOd. ) 

is placed in every house in the United 
Kingdom. 

Revised and corrected from the 
author's own Edition. " Progress and 
P o v e r t y " is indispensable to Land' 

Reformers. 

M I D D L E T O N , 
L A N C A S H I R E . John Bagot, Limited, 

LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPT., 3 7 6 - 7 , Strand, London, W.C., 

o r f r o m a n y B o o k s e l l e r . 



M a * i 9 i l Land V a l u e s 

LAND VALUES (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

M E M O R A N D U M . 

The object of this Bill is to prepare the way for the 
unrating of houses and other improvements, so as to give 
free scope to building, agriculture, and all industrial enter-
prise, and for the adoption as the standard of rating of 
the market value of the land alone, so as to bring unused 
land into the market, and, by thus increasing the available 
supply of land, to reduce rente to their natural level. 

This change is well adapted to Scotland, where the 
system of rating is of such a character that the required 
valuations can readily be engrafted on it. Some progress 
has already been made in Scotland as regards the exemption 
of improvements from rating. Under the combined 
provisions of section 6 of the Lands Valuation (Scotland) 
Act, 1854, and section 6 (2) of the Crofters Holdings 
(Scotland) Act, 1880, the improvements of the Scottish 
Crofters have been treated for more than thirty years as 
exempt from rating. The Lands Valuation (Scotland) 
Amendment Act, 1895, in bringing within the scope of 
rating certain " erections or structural improvements " not 
hitherto included, exempted, among others, those which 
were " for agricultural purposes," and this has now been 
applied to " landholders " under the Small Landholders 
(Scotland) Act, 1911, by section 31 (6) of that measure. 
Under the Lands Valuation (Scotland) Amendment Act, 
1902, certain classes of machinery are rate-free. 

The new valuations here provided for are designed to 
facilitate the unrating of improvements made by the land-
lord as well as those made by the tenant, the unrating of 
improvements on large holdings as well as on small ones, 
the unrating of fixed as well as other machinery, the 
unrating of buildings and improvements generally, and the 
adoption as the standard for rating of the market value of 
the land alone, on the principle that those who hold the 
natural resources of the country should contribute to the 
ueeds of the community in proportion to the. value of the 
natural resources which they hold. 

The Bill is based, subject to some variations in detail, on 
the Land Values (Scotland) Bill, which was introduced by 
the Government in 1907 and 1908, and which passed all its 
stages in the House of Commons in each of these years. 
Clause 3 is added to co-ordinate the proposed valuations 
with the valuations under Part I. of the Finance, (1909-10) 
Act, 1910, and clause 4 is inserted partly to prevent excessive 
prices being charged for land required for public purposes 
and partly to provide an automatic check on under-
valuation. The Bill deals with valuations, leaving all 
questions as to rating on these valuations to be provided 
for later on. 

A B I L L 
TO 

Provide for the ascertainment of Land Values in Scotland, 
and for other purposes connected therewith. 

1)K it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by 

) and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, anil Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows :— 

N E W E N T R Y I N V A L U A T I O N R O L L . 

1.—(1) In respect of the year commencing II hitsunday 
nineteen hundred and thirteen and of each subsequent year 
there shall be inserted in the valuation roll of each county 
and burgh in Scotland, after the column under the heading 
" Yearly Rent or Value." an additional column under the 
heading " Capital Land Value." 

(2) Subject as hereinafter provided, there shall be 
entered under the last-mentioned heading the capital land 
value of the several lands and heritages required by the 
Valuation Acts to be entered in the valuation roll, not 

being lands and heritages falling to be valued by the 
assessor of railways and canals. 

(3) Except so far as they may be inapplicable, and 
subject as hereinafter provided, the provisions of the 
Valuation Acts shall apply for the purpose of the entry of 
capital land value prescribed by this Act with as full force 
and effect as for the purpose of the. entry of the yearly 
rent or value of lands and heritages prescribed by those 
Acts; and without prejudice to such general application 
all rights, powers, and duties conferred or imposed on, and 
all penalties exigible from, any person for the last-men-
tioned purpose shall be conferred or imposed on aud be 
exigible from the same respective persons for the purpose 
of the entry prescribed by this Act. 

(4) Until Parliament otherwise determines, no person 
shall be liable to be taxed or rated in respect of the entry 
prescribed by this Act. 

(5) From and after the first day of January nineteen 
hundred and thirteen, sect ion eight of the Valuation of Lands 
(Scotland) Amendment Act, 1867, and section seven of 
the Valuation of Lands (Scotland) Amendment Act, 1879, 
shall be read and construed as if such sections respectively 
provided for the nomination of three instead of two judges 
in the Court of Session. 

MODIFICATION O F V A L U A T I O N A C T S . 

2. The Valuation Acts, as applying for the purposes of 
this Act, shall be modified as follows (that is to say) :— 

(1) Section seven of the principal Act shall not authorise 
an assessor to call upon a tenant or occupier for a 
written statement of capital land value, or to call 
upon a proprietor during the first year of the opera-
tion of this Act to furnish such written statement 
within a shorter period than six calendar months, 
but shall otherwise apply, and the particulars which 
may be called for as prescribed therein shall include 
all such particulars as may be necessary to enable 
the assessor to carry out the purposes of this Ac t ; 
provided that the word " proprietor " occurring in 
the said section shall for the purposes of this Act 
extend to and include the actual proprietor within 
the meaning of section six of the principal Act, and 
such actual proprietor shall have the same right of 
appeal as if his name were entered in the valuation 
roll ; and provided further tha t the Secretary for 
Scotland may from time to time by order under 
his hand and seal (which shall be laid before Parlia-
ment) alter for the purposes of this Act either 
generally or for any county or burgh any dates or 
periods prescribed for the performance of any duties 
or otherwise under the Valuation Acts, and in such 
case the Valuation Acts shall apply for the purposes 
of this Act in respect of any year subject to altera-
tions so ordered, notwithstanding that such duties 
are performed or other proceedings taken before the 
commencement of such year : 

(2) Where the same lands and heritages are, under the 
Valuation Acts, entered in the valuation roll in 
respect of more than one occupancy, the entry 
prescribed by this Act may, unless a separate capital 
land value can be ascertained in respect of each 
occupancy, be made opposite such one of the 

• occupancies as the assessor considers most appro-
priate, provided a reference thereto is entered 
opposite the other occupancy or occupancies : 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act no 
separate entry shall be made of the capital land 
value of a dwelling-house the annual value of which 
is entered in the valuation roll solely in respect of 
the provisions of section twenty-nine of the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act, 1889 : 

(4) Until Parliament otherwise determines, section 
thirteen of the principal Act shall not apply. 
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A C C E S S TO F I N A N C E A C T V A L U A T I O N S . 

3. For the better ascertainment, of the capital land 
values of any lands under the provisions of this Act, the 
assessor shall be entitled to access to any information 
supplied or valuations made in respect of such lands under 
the provisions of Par t I. of the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910. 

V A L U A T I O N S I N C A S E O F C O M P U L S O R Y A C Q U I S I T I O N O F 
L A N D . 

4. In the event, of the compulsory acquisition under 
statutory powers of any land of which the capital value has 
been ascertained under this Act (such ascertainment not 
being under appeal), either the person acquiring such land 
or the person from whom it is being acquired mav require 
tha t— 

(a) In the event of compulsory purchase the price of such 
land, in so far as it represents capital land value, 
shall be the capital land value thereof as ascertained 
under this Act, with the addition of ten per cent. 
thereon as compensation for compulsory acquisition ; 
and 

[b) In the event of compulsory feuing or compulsory 
leasing the annual feu-dufcy or annual rent of such 
land, in so far as it represents capital land value, 
shall be one-twentieth of the capital land value there-
of as ascertained under this Act and of ten per cent. 
thereon as compensation for compulsory acquisition : 

Provided tha t nothing in this section shall affect, or 
diminish any right to compensation in respect of any 
subjects not included in the capital land value. 

D E F I N I T I O N S . 

5. In this Act the following terms shall have the meanings 
hereby assigned to them (that is to say) :— 

" Capital land value " in reference to any lands and 
heritages includes the value of any common interest 
in laud, and means the sum which such lands and 
heritages or common interest might be expected to 
realise if sold by a willing seller in the open market 
at the time of the valuation if divested of improve-
ments and sold free from all burdens, public and 
private, except building restrictions and servitudes : 

Provided that where the assessor considers that 
any restriction or servitude created after the passing 
of this Act has been created in order to defeat this 
Act it shall be lawful for him (without prejudice to 
the appeal to which any person aggrieved is entitled) 
to disregard such restriction or servitude : 

Provided also that where any building restriction 
or servitude is taken into account to diminish the 
valuation of the servient tenement or tenements, it 
shall also be taken into account to increase the 
valuation of the dominant tenement or tenements : 

" Improvements " means— 

(a) Buildings, erections, and structural improve-
ments, of whatever nature, on, in, or under the soil, 
woods, and fixed or attached machinery ; and 

(b) Works of drainage and of reclamation, making 
up, levelling, and the like, where such work has been 
executed not more than twenty years preceding, 
and in so far as the benefit thereof is not exhausted 
a t the time of the valuation : 

" Valuation Acts " means the Lands Valuation (Scotland) 
Act, 1854 (in this Act referred to as the principal 
Act), and any Act (other than this Act) amending 
the same. 

6. This Act may be cited as the Land Values (Scotland) 
Act, 1912. 

NOTES ON THE LAND VALUES (SCOTLAND) 
BILL, 1912. 

B Y J A M E S D U N D A S W H I T E , L L . D . , M . P . 

The Land Values (Scotland) Bill, which I have re-
introduced, is designed to add to the existing columns in 
our Scottish Valuation Rolls a new column setting out the 
land value of each property. This is the first step towards 
the adoption of a rating system which will help industry 
instead of hindering it. The proposed valuations would 
prepare the way for :— 

(1) Rating on the market value of the land alone, so as 
to bring unused land into the market, and, by thus 
increasing the available amount of land, to reduce 
rents to their natural level ; and 

(2) Unrating houses and other improvements, so as to 
give free course to building, agriculture, and all 
industrial enterprise. 

F I N A N C E A C T V A L U A T I O N S . 

The land valuations under the great Finance Act arc 
proving of great service in many ways, but they are designed 
to provide a basis for the increment value and undeveloped 
land duties rather than to constitute a new standard fol-
iating. They will not be completed till at least the year 
1914, when some of them will be three, four, and five years 
old. And it is evident that even after they are completed, 
several more years will be required to revise them, to bring 
them down to date, and to develop them into valuations 
for rating. While the grass grows the steed may starve ! 

W H Y S H O U L D S C O T L A N D W A I T ? 

Why should Scotland wait all this time, and risk the 
changes and chances of politics ? Our machinery for 
rating is well-nigh perfect, and we could easily add to the 
existing columns in our valuation rolls another column set-
ting forth the land value of each property. The practica-
bility of such a plan was recognised by the present 
Government, when in 1907, and again in 1908, they passed 
through all its stages in the House of Commons their 
Land Values (Scotland) Bill, designed for this very purpose. 
The valuations which it proposed would have been com-
pleted long before this if it had passed ; but in both years 
it met its end in the House of Lords. The time has conic 
to press on with this interrupted work, for which the 
Finance Act and the Parliament Act have cleared the wav. 

T H E N E W B I L L . 

The new Bill is founded on tha t earlier measure, brought 
down to date by two additional clauses. The first of these 
provides that the assessor shall have access to the inform-
ation as to land value obtained under the Finance Act, 
which would do much to facilitate his work. The second 
provides that the land-value valuations as acquiesced in 
by the owner for rating purposes should, subject to certain 
qualifications, be taken as the basis of the price, so far as 
the land value is concerned, in the event of compulsorv 
purchase under statutory powers. This would be doubly 
useful, because on the one hand it would prevent exorbitant 
prices being asked when land is required for public purposes, 
and on the other it would act as an automatic check on 
under-valuation. These new valuations would run con-
currently with those under the Finance A c t : each would 
help the other, and both would be completed about the 
same time. If the Bill were to pass this year we should 
have land-value valuations for rating completed throughout 
Scotland before the close of 1914. 

T H E P R O B L E M I N E N G L A N D . 

The problem is more difficult in England, because she 
has no modern measure as comprehensive as our Valuation 
Act of 1854, and requires new machinery for valuation as 
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well as a new s tandard of rating. With these complications, ; 
and with her more extensive area, she stands to gain by 
the pioneer work being done elsewhere. The fact of the 
new s tandard being accomplished in Scotland would 
strengthen the case for a similar reform in England, while 
the practical experience gained in setting up the system 
here would facilitate the work there. 

T H E C A S E F O R S C O T L A N D . 

The case for Scotland rests on the needs of Scotland 
herself. Thc sweeping depopulation of her country 
districts, the unequalled overcrowding of her towns, the 
scandalous s ta te of housing in both, the over-pressure in 
the. labour market , and the conditions which darken the 
lives and prospects not only of the men and women, hut 
also of the. children in our midst, show the urgency of dealing 
with the most fundamental of economic questions; the 
question of enabling the people to make the best use of the 
natural resources of their country. Thc " Pentland " Act 
—as the. Small Landholders (Scotland) Act of last year 
may well be called—has indeed been an important step : 
bu t the best, way to bring unused land into the market and 
to reduce rents to their natural level is to rate those who 
hold it according to its market value whether they use it 
or not, and the best way to encourage building and improving 
is to make all houses and other improvements rate-free. 

W H A T H A S B E E N D O N E . 

In Scotland we have already done something towards the 
uurating of improvements. Under the combined pro-
visions of Section 6 of the Lands Valuation (Scotland) Act, 
1854, and Section 6 (2) of the Crofters Holdings (Scotland) 
Act, 1886, the improvements of the Scottish crofters have i 
been treated for a quarter of a century as exempt from 
rating. The Lands Valuation (Scotland) Amendment Act, 
1895, in bringing within the scope of rating certain " erec-
tions or structural improvements " not hitherto included, 
exempted, among others, those which were " for agricul-
tural purposes," and this has now been applied to " land-
holders " under the Small Landholders (Scotland) Act, 1911, 
by Section 31 (6) of tha t measure. Under the Lands 
Valuation (Scotland) Amendment Act, 1902, certain classes 
of machinery are rate-free. But these go only a very little 
way, and indeed it is not possible to go much fur ther on 
the present basis of rating, because the mere exemption of 
some improvements from rating increases the burden on 
the others, and does not enable us to rate land according 
to its market value. 

T H E N E W S T A N D A R D . 

Hence the need of the new standard which this Bill seeks 
to set up. The adoption of a land-value standard is as 
necessary for the unrat ing of improvements as it is for the 
opening up of the land. The scheme rests on the twin 
principles t ha t those who hold the natural resources of the 
country should contribute to the needs of the community 
in proportion to the value of the natural resources which 
they hold, whether they use them or not, and tha t free 
course should be given to building, agriculture and all 
industrial enterprise. This would open up the land and 
promote its development as nothing else would do. I t is 
the key to the solution of the housing problem, the labour 
problem, and many of the other problems which confront 
us. We must go to the root of the evil by opening up the 
natural opportunities for both labour and capital in 
Scotland. 

W H A T H E N R Y G E O R G E A S K S O F u s . — I a s k n o o n e w h o 
m a y read m y books to accep t m y views. I ask him t o t h ink 
f o r h i m s e l f . — S O C I A L P R O B L E M S . 

" W i t h t h e ob jec t of t h e fight well def ined, t h e line of 
ac t ion f a i t h fu l ly adhe red to , and p l en ty of pa t ience , the re 
is no r ea son to despair ."—TOM L. JOHNSON. 

POLITICAL ECONOMY CLASSES. 

NOR M A N M C L E N N A N . 

REPORT OF ONE OF THE LECTURES DELIVERED 
BY MR. NORMAN McLENNAN AT HIS DUMFRIES 
POLITICAL ECONOMY CLASS. 

| From thr. 'Dumfries Courier and Herald."} 

" I N T E R N A T I O N A L T R A D E A N D T H E R A T E OF E X C H A N G E . " 

In te rna t iona l t r ade Mi. McLennan defined as t r ade between 
peoples who had different currencies. H e quo ted the present 
r a tes of exchange be tween tliis a n d several foreign countr ies , 
as given in t h a t d a y ' s GLASGOW HERALD, and proceeded to 
expla in t h e reason of the i r f luc tua t ions wi th t he aid of 
d i ag rams on t h e b lackboard . T h e y h a d a l ready seen how 
large a p ropor t ion even of our " homo " t r a d e was carr ied 
on b y banke r s ' entr ies, a n d w i t h o u t t h e passing of money . 
I t was jus t like t h c ta l ly s t icks of the1 b a r b a r i a n bar torers , 
only it was t h e banke r s who cu t t h e no tches in tho s t icks 
a n d kep t t h e ta l ly r ight . I n t o in te rna t iona l t rade , money , 
for all pract ica l purposes , d id no t en te r a t all, for tho m o n e y 
of one c o u n t r y d id no t r u n freely in a n o t h e r coun t ry . I t 
was ent i re ly carr ied on by moans of bankers ' entr ies, t h o 
vouchers of which were cheques , bills of exchange, b a n k 
d r a f t s , l e t te rs of credi t , a n d o the r b a n k i n g d o c u m e n t s . 
Specimens of several of these b a n k i n g d o c u m e n t s were 
h a n d e d r o u n d the class. 

C O M M E R C I A L " P A P E R . " 

Among our foreign m e r c h a n t s all of those d o c u m e n t s 
were technical ly known as " p a p e r . " W h e n Bri t ish mer-
c h a n t s bough t goods or services, s ay f rom France , t hey 
paid the i r accoun t s in Bri t ish " paper "—which , f rom all 
p a r t s of F rance , generally, soon found i ts way to t h e clear ing 
nouso a t Par i s . And when F rench m e r c h a n t s b o u g h t goods 
or services f rom Grea t Br i ta in , they paid the i r accoun t s in 
F r e n c h " pape r , " which, general ly, soon f o u n d i ts way t o t he 
clearing house a t London. Then t h e Pa r i s and London 
b a n k e r s " swapped " their " p a p e r , " j u s t as t he Dumf r i e s 
b a n k e r s " swapped " their local cheques This was done by 
firms of m e r c h a n t s called " bi l l -brokers," who m a d e a 
business of buy ing and selling foreign paper , m a k i n g a smal l 
percen tage on the t ransac t ion . T h u s a Par i s bi l l -broking 
firm would b u y a q u a n t i t y of t he Br i t i sh " p a p e r , " which 
b a d come t o Par i s . This t h e y would send to a bi l l -broking 
firm, the i r agents , in London , who would sell i t to t he 
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L o n d o n b a n k e r s in exchange fo r a q u a n t i t y of t he F r e n c h 
p a p e r w h i c h had come t o London . This F r e n c h " paper " 
t h e y would t h e n t r a n s m i t t o the i r -Paris firm, who would, in 
t u r n , sell it to t h e F r e n c h hankers in exchange for a q u a n t i t y 
of Br i t i sh " paper " ly ing in Pa r i s , which t h e y would again 
t r a n s m i t t o L o n d o n , a n d so on. 

B U T S U P P O S E A N U N E Q U A L T R A D E . 

B u t , suppose t h a t Br i t i sh m e r c h a n t s had been buy ing 
more f r o m France t h a n F r e n c h m e r c h a n t s had been buy ing 
f r o m Br i ta in . T h e r e would t h e n soon be more Br i t i sh 
" pape r " in Pa r i s t h a n t h e r e was F r e n c h " pape r " in 
London. Whi l e t h e b i l l -b rokers wou ld t h e n find it easy to 
b u y Br i t i sh " p a p e r " in Par i s , t h e y would find i t difficult 
t o b u y w i t h it an e q u a l q u a n t i t y of F r e n c h " p a p e r " in 
L o n d o n . T h e price of Br i t i sh " pape r " would, therefore , 
fall a s . c o m p a r e d w i t h t h a t of F r e n c h " p a p e r " — a l l in 
accordance wi th the i r old f r iends , supp ly a n d d e m a n d . 
T h e pa r , gold for gold, r a t e of exchange be tween th is c o u n t r y 
a n d F r a n c e was sa id b y our hanke r s t o be 25-22. T h a t 
was t o s a y t h a t the re was as m u c h gold in a Br i t i sh sovereign 
as in 25*22 F r e n c h f rancs . B u t in t h e supposed circum-
stances , t h e price of Br i t i sh " p a p e r " might fall, say , t o 
25-15. U p o n th i s t h e F r e n c h b a n k e r s would a t once tell 
the i r customers—•" W i t h th i s g lu t of Br i t i sh ' paper ' in 
our h a n d s wo c a n n o t go on c red i t ing y o u wi th 25-22 f r ancs 
for eve ry £1 of Br i t i sh ' pape r , ' wo can only credi t you w i t h 
25-15 f rancs , t h a t is all t he brokers will give us for i t . " 

This posit ion h a d been b r o u g h t a b o u t b y t h e fact t h a t 
British m e r c h a n t s had been b u y i n g more f rom F r a n c e t h a n 
F r e n c h m e r c h a n t s h a d been b u y i n g f r o m Br i ta in . I t would 
now h a v e two effects -< 1) I t would t end t o d iscourage British 
m e r c h a n t s buy ing in F r a n c e , a s t h e y could now only get 
25-15 f rancs ' wor th for £1 ; (2) i t would t end to encourage 
F r e n c h m e r c h a n t s t o b u y in Br i t a in , as t h e y could now ge t 
£1 w o r t h for 25-15 f rancs , ins tead of p a y i n g 25-22. Th i s 
was t h e reason w h y such a r a t e was said t o be " against 
Grea t B r i t a i n , " a n d " in f a v o u r of F r a n c e . " B o t h of these 
effects would h a v e the t e n d e n c y t o d r a w the t r a d e of t h e 
coun t r i e s b a c k t o w a r d s a ba lance , and t h e f u r t h e r t h e 
r a t e va r i ed the s t ronger th is t e n d e n c y would be. 

G O L D B U L L I O N . 

Of course, gold in bullion might be sent f rom this c o u n t r y 
to c lear off our t e m p o r a r y ba lance w i t h F rance . But 
th is m i g h t n o t seriously a l te r t h e posi t ion. F o r it was a n 
expens ive m a t t e r to sh ip gold f r o m one c o u n t r y to ano the r . 
If t h e F r e n c h b a n k e r s had to p a y t h e f re ight and insurance , 
t b e v n a t u r a l l y could not afford t o c redi t 25-22 f r ancs per 
£1 of Br i t i sh " p a p e r , " a n d then p a y for h a v i n g t h a t " paper " 
r edeemed . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , if t h e Bri t ish b a n k e r s had 
t o pay t h e freight a n d insurance , t h e y would be glad t o 
c redi t £1 for eve ry 25-15 f r ancs of F r e n c h " p a p e r " t h e y 
received f r o m their cus tomers , for t h e more F r e n c h " pape r " 
t h e y received t h e less gold t h e y would requi re t o ship. 
Besides, t h e F r e n c h b a n k e r s m i g h t n o t want gold. F o r 
a l t hough it was necessary a n d des i rable t o h a v e a cer ta in 
a m o u n t of bull ion in reserve, it was bad b a n k i n g business 
to lock u p a lot of cap i t a l in gold lying idle in t h e vaul ts . 
As a m a t t e r of fac t , people a lways b l amed b a n k e r s for 
keeping too small a reserve of gold- neve r for keeping too 
large a reserve. I n a c tua l business gold bullion ra re ly 
passed f r o m a c o u n t r y t h a t had enough ; but a lmost a lways 
f rom a c o u n t r y tha t had it. to spa re to a c o u n t r y t h a t hap-
pened t o want it. T h u s t he S o u t h Afr ican bankers , placed 
in a r ich gold-producing c o u n t r y , would only accep t gold 
in p a y m e n t of a ba lance as a last resource, for it was S o u t h 
Afr ica 's business t o expor t gold, not to import it. Besides, 
even if a c o u n t r y piled upa ' lo t of bull ion, the only pract ica l 
uso to which she could pu t it MILS to expor t it in p a y m e n t 
of some goods or services received f rom ab road . T h u s , 
while gold bullion ce r ta in ly p layed t o some e x t e n t t h e par t 
of an in te rna t iona l money , economis ts were r a t h e r inclined 
to regard it as an o rd ina ry c o m m o d i t y to l>c bought a n d 
sold like o the r commodi t ies . 

T R A D E B E T W E E N M A N Y C O U N T R I E S . 

H i t h e r t o t h e y had t h o u g h t on ly of t w o countr ies . B u t . 
in the wor ld , t he r e were far more t han t w o count r ies h a v i n g 
different currencies . Thus , while Brit ish m e r c h a n t s were 
buy ing more f rom F r a n c e t h a n F r e n c h m e r c h a n t s were 
buy ing f r o m Br i t a in , Belgian m e r c h a n t s might lie buy ing 

more f rom Br i t a in t h a n Bri t ish m e r c h a n t s were buy ing 
f rom Belgium. In t h a t case the re would be m o r e Belgian 
" p a p e r " in London t h a n the re was Br i t i sh " pa j i e r " in 
Brussels, a n d the r a t e of exchange be tween these two 
count r ies would be " aga ins t " Belgium a n d " in f a v o u r of " 
Grea t Br i t a in . T h e b a n k e r s a t Brussels would t h e n be 
glad to get Br i t i sh " p a p e r " t o he lp t h e m t o clear off the i r 
indeb tedness t o Great Br i t a in wi thou t h a v i n g t o s h i p gold. 
And t h e Pa r i s banke r s m i g h t t hen ge t r id of a lo t of their 
su rp lus Br i t i sh " pape r " b y sending it to Brussels, where the 
bil l-brokers would find a readier sale for it t h a n in London. 
This was a s t a t e of th ings which con t inua l ly occurred in 
ac tua l business. If t hey s tudied the GLASGOW HERALD 
t h e y would find t h a t t he r a t e quo ted for a Br i t i sh p o u n d in 
Belgian m o n e y was invar iab ly h igher t h a n t h a t quo ted in 
F rench money . Thus , in t h a t d a y ' s HERALD, while the 
r a t e of exchange wi th Pa r i s was quo ted a t 25'27. t h e r a t e 
of exchange w i t h Brussels was q u o t e d a t 25-38. T h u s the 
ba lance of t r ade might be m a i n t a i n e d between t h e three 
count r ies w i thou t af fec t ing the p ropor t ion which each did 
wi th t h e o the r , and wi thou t seriously affect ing the r a t e s of 
exchange bet ween t h e m . Indeed all count r ies p l ayed the i r 
own p a r t s in ma in t a in ing the general ba lance of t h e world 's 
t r ade . 

The fluctuation of these r a t e s of exchange was one of the 
finest example s of the working of t h e law of s u p p l y and 
d e m a n d , and showed beau t i fu l ly how our commerce of the 
present d a y , in all its inf ini te in t r i cacy , was essential ly 
similar to t h a t we car r ied on b y r u d e b a r t e r when we were 
still in t he savage s t a t e . 

Of course, all " paper " passing be tween count r ies tended 
to affect the r a t e of exchange whe the r it was in p a y m e n t of 
goods or not . Thus t h e prize of £10.000 which Messrs. 
H a r m s w o r t h gave some t ime ago t o a F r e n c h av i a to r , and 
which was t a k e n by h i m to Par i s in t he f o r m of a cheque, 
af fected the r a t e be tween F r a n c e a n d Grea t B r i t a i n just 
exac t ly in t h e s ame w a y as if i t b a d been paid t o a F rench 
m e r c h a n t for a cons ignment of £10.000 w o r t h of silks or 
Vvines. 

P R E S E N T A T I O N T O MR. M c L E N N A N . 
Mr. M c L e n n a n ' s class c a m e t o a close oil 22nd March , and 

t he m e m b e r s w h o h a v e a t t e n d e d it p resented h im with a 
h a n d s o m e rol l - top desk, as a token of regard a n d apprecia-
tion of his services as lecturer . T h e func t ion t ook place 
at the end of t h e lecture in t he E w a r t Pub l ic L ib ra ry Hal l , 
and the re was a n a t t e n d a n c e of abou t fifty ladies and 
gent lemen. 

Mr. .las. Hyslop. solicitor. Dumfr ies , who pres ided, said 
t hey a r r ived a t the close of the i r class wi th a m i x t u r e of 
pleasure a n d regre t—pleasure in looking back a t t he t imes 
t hey h a d spen t so wisely as t hey hoped a n d so agreeably 
and prof i tab ly in m a k i n g excursions toge ther in to fresh 
fields and pas tu re s new. u n d e r t h e gu idance of one w h o was 
so well equ ipped t o point out sub jec t s of interest a n d raise 
suggest ions of var ious k inds in their m inds regard ing ob jec t s 
t h e y would otherwise h a v e passed b v w i thou t seeing their 
great in teres t . He t h o u g h t t hey could n o t allow t h e class 
to come t o a close wi thou t expressing the i r t h a n k s t o Mr. 
McLennan , who had been the i r guide, phi losopher and 
fr iend in these in teres t ing studies. 

Mr. J o h n Hendrie , schoolmaster , who m a d e the presenta-
t ion . referred t o t h e lecture t h e y had h a d t ha t n igh t , which 
he regarded as one of t h e m o s t in teres t ing of the lot. They 
were all of one opinion t ha t t h e y had h a d a ve ry pleasant 
t ime since these lessons commenced. F o r t ha t "good t ime 
t hey wore ent i re ly indeb ted t o Mr. McLennan , and it 
would lie a l toge ther unbecoming to p a r t w i t h him wi thout 
giving h im some tangible token of the i r g ra t i tude . T h e y 
m u s t all have been deeply impressed wi th t he tho rough 
g rasp a n d knowledge Mr. McLennan had of liis sub jee t . 
H is lucid a n d simple exposi t ions h a d . he was sure , been 
much apprec ia ted by t h e m all, a n d they could not do be t te r 
t h a n present this gift to Mr. McLennan wi th the i r warmest 
acknowledgmen t s of bis labours . 

The desk bore a neat plate with tho following inscription 
artistically engraved : " Dumfries Political Economy ('lass. 
1911-12. Presented to Mr. Norman McLennan as a mark 
of esteem." 

Tn r e tu rn ing t h a n k s . Mr. McLennan remarked tha t he 
cer ta inly h a d not lacked t h e toi ler 's pay . W h e n he took 
u p the class lie felt su re tha t he knew his sub jec t . Bu t a f t e r 
going over it wi th t hem d u r i n g the course of t he session 
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he felt t h a t he now k n e w i t nuieh be t t e r t h a n he did then , 
a n d in o the r ways t he class had been to h im an exceeding 
grea t r eward . H e had en joyed it a n d profi ted by it fully 
as m u c h as a n y of t h e m . H e wished t o t h a n k them'sincerely 
not only for th is token of the i r regard, bu t also for t h e kind 
way in which t h e y had m e t him f rom week to week, to 
deal wi th what was general ly regarded as a dull and abs t rac t 
sub jec t . 

HERE AND THERE. 

In an ar t ic le on " T h e Prospects of tho G o v e r n m e n t , " 
in t he March FOKTNIGHTI.V, Mr. A. G. Gardiner , ed i tor 
o f t h e D A I L Y N E W S , s a y s : 

Up to t h e beginning of 1909 the Government waged 
a s tead i ly losing fight. . . . L i t t l e had been done 
to i naugura t e t h e promised schemes of social reform. 
T h e s t e a d y opposi t ion of the House of Lords was breaking 
down t h e morale of the pa r ty . In t he c o u n t r y t h e t ide 
was tu rn ing , and speculat ion was rife as to t he d a t e of the 
nex t election, a n d t h e dimensions of t he probable defea t . 
This was t he s i tua t ion a t the opening of 1909. Then 
came a d r a m a t i c change in t he fo r tune of the Govern-
m e n t . T h e influence of Mr. Lloyd George became the 
d o m i n a n t fac to r in t h e Gove rnmen t ' s policy and 
s t r a t e g y ; and it is no t too m u c h to say tha t t he his tory 
of t he n e x t th ree years is t h e h i s to ry of t he mos t bril l iant 
cava l ry leader in t h e anna l s of Br i t i sh politics. In t he 
face of m u c h in ternal opposi t ion he p roduced t h e Budge t 
of 1909. wi th i ts his toric land clauses, and by t h a t 
sudden raid in to t he enemy ' s c o u n t r y he. t u rned t h e 
whole t ide of ba t t l e , p rec ip i t a ted a conflict wi th the 
Lords on t h e issue least f avourab le to them the land— 
and so compassed the i r over th row. 

* * * 

Reply ing t o Mr. J . D u n d a s Whi te , M.P. , in t h e House of 
Commons on 2nd April , t h e Pres iden t of t h e Board of T r a d e 
issued a s t a t e m e n t showing for each of t h e years 1901 to 
1911 t h e passenger m o v e m e n t be tween Scot t i sh por t s and 
places ou ts ide Eu rope , and the n u m b e r of passengers of 
Scot t i sh na t iona l i t y t h a t left a n d arr ived at po r t s in 
England . Wales , a n d I r e l and , l n 1911 the excess f rom 
Scot t ish po r t s of o u t w a r d over i nward passengers of Scot t ish 
na t iona l i ty was 46,076. F r o m Engl ish. Welsh, a n d Irish 
por t s t h e excess was 15,252. In 1901 t h e figures were 
7,475 and 1,495 respect ively . 

« * » 

Here is a l i t t le s to ry t h a t i l lust ra tes t he la te Citizen T o m 
J o h n s o n ' s quick wit . W h e n he was runn ing for Congress 
the first t ime he m e t a Clevelander in f r o n t of t he Society 
for Savings a n d h in ted in his smiling way t h a t he hoped to 
get his vo te . T h e citizen demur red . 

" I like you , Mr. J o h n s o n . " he said, " bu t I was born a 
Republ ican. My fa the r was a Republ ican and m y grand-
fa the r helped fo rm the p a r t y . " Johnson laughed. 

" You remind me of t h e s to ry of t he K e n t u c k y moun-
ta inee r , " he said. " A belated s t ranger seeking shel ter at 
n igh t en tered a moun ta inee r ' s cabin and found an old m a n 
toas t ing his hare feet b y t h e open fire. ' I reckon I ' m goin' 
t o hev chilblains, ' t he aged one explained a f t e r he had said 
howdy to t h e wayfare r . ' I a in ' t got 'em ye t , b u t P a p 
Tolliver had 'em, a n ' G r a n p a p Tolliver had 'em, a n ' o' 
course I got to hev 'em. ' T h e s t ranger looked doub t fu l . 
' Mebbe ef you was careful . ' he said. ' you wouldn ' t gi t em. ' 
T h e old m a n s t r a igh tened u p . ' I tell ve I got to hev 
' em. ' he cried. ' Chilblains goes wi th Toflivers. ' " 

Citizen T o m laughed. " Some people seem to th ink 
t ha t t r ad i t i ons a re more va luable t h a n principles ," he said. 
a s h e t u r n e d a w a y . — C L E V E L A N D P L A I N D E A I . E R . 

» * * 
A cor responden t , a v e t e r a n fighter in our m o v e m e n t , 

wri tes us : — " I h a v e ju s t f inished read ing MY STORY, 
Which a f r i end sen t m e f r o m America . It in teres ted m e 
very , very much . I on ly wish I had more of T o m L. J o h n -
son ' s b reezy opt imism. T h a t o u r phi losophy will win 
even tua l ly , I h a v e no d o u b t wha teve r , as t he whole his tory 
of our civil isation seems t o m e no th ing but a record of t h e 
struggles of m a n k i n d t o w a r d Democracy . On t h e road 
f rom Despot i sm t o Democracy , f r o m Privi lege t o Jus t i ce , 
One m e a n s of impove r i shmen t and ens lavement of t h e 
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masses a f t e r a n o t h e r has had t o be abol ished, each suc-
ceeding one weaker t h a n i ts predecessor , unt i l we a re in 
sight of t h e d a w n of Social J u s t i c e and Economic L i b e r t y -
t b e goal of all our e f fo r t s . " 

* * * 

.MR. PUNCH : " W h a t a re you going to do about t his 
Labour unrest ? 

J O H N B U L L : " L a b o u r u n r e s t ! I t h o u g h t it w a s a l l 
over . I 've got p len ty of coal ." 

MR. PUNCH : '• Yes. but wha t abou t t h e f u t u r e t " 
JOHN BULL: "OH. the Govertu it will inquire in to all 

t h a t . T h a t ' s what t hey ' r e for. ' - PUNCH, I7tli April . * * » 

At a meet ing of t he Paisley Town Council held 9th April . 
Councillor Ashe opposed an extension of the municipal 
buildings on the ground t h a t " it m e a n t fu r the r t a x a t i o n , " 
and fu r the r declared t h a t " t h e town was so heavily t axed 
a l ready t h a t no new public works would set t le in i t . " 
K e e p your eve on Paisley ; t he r a t ing of land values 
will r emove its wretched s lums and invi te unra ted industr ies 
within its gates. 

* * * 

T h e TIMES of 0th . 9 th . and Ittth April i t a ius th ree 
special ar t icles on the Hous ing Prob lem in London. They 
review t h e legislation tha t has been in t roduced af fec t ing 
housing a n d t h e solut ions a t t e m p t e d b y t h e London Coun ty 
Council and o the r au thor i t i e s iu t h e direct ion of c learance 
schemes, rehousing and munic ipa l land purchase. T h e 
art icles show tbe i nadequacy of past measu res and lead t o a 
plea for t h e Unionist Hous ing Bill, t h e main fea tures of 
which a re more admin i s t r a t i on and a S t a t e G r a n t of 
£500.000 per a n n u m . 

* * * 

Comment ing on the fact t ha t t he Keighley Town Council 
agreed b y 11 votes to 9 to support. Glasgow Town Council 
in pe t i t ioning Pa r l i amen t for powers t o ra te land values, 
t h e K E T O H L E Y N E W S o f fith A p r i l s a v s : — 

Surely, if slowly, t he m o v e m e n t for t he T a x a t i o n of 
Land Values is m a k i n g headway. Time was when 
Keighley would have none of i t , a n d the Town Council 
scouted it as a fan tas t ica l agi ta t ion kep t u p by a crowd 
of sca t te r -bra ined revolut ionar ies in t en t oil undermin ing 
the founda t ions of society and waging a campaign of 
confiscation. But t h a t t ime has gone by , and lot us hope 
there will never be a r e tu rn to these m u s t y old-fashioned 
notions of wha t Land Value T a x a t i o n really means . 
Even t h e more conserva t ive and laggard member s of t h e 
Council nowadays exhibi t b u t l i t t le open hosti l i ty to-
wards t he principle t h a t values created by the c o m m u n i t y 
should be t axed for t he c o m m u n i t y ' s benefi t . Some of 
t hem still vo t e against a n y proposal for ge t t ing the 
principle pract ical ly appl ied , b u t precious few of t hem 
are bold enough to raise the i r voices aga ins t so equ i tab le 
and reasonable a principle as is involved in t he r a t ing 
and t a x i n g of values d u e to c o m m u n a l effort and public 
improvements . 

* * * 

A Glasgow correspondent writes :— 
W e h a v e had five Political E c o n o m y Classes in or near 

Glasgow with a b o u t 150 s t u d e n t s . Mr. Wilson Paul is 
conduc t ing a s ix th class in Bo'ness w i t h a b o u t 15 s t u d e n t s . 
I a m glad to see f rom LAND VALUES t h a t H a r r y de Pass is 
going to t r y and form a class in London . I do not, Bee why 
London should no t have five or six such classes going n e x t 
w in t e r . " 

* * • 

A t a mee t ing of the Keighley Political Economy Class, 
held April 2.3rd, Councillor Clias. H. .Smithson, t eacher of 
t h e class, was presented with a Memorial Edi t ion of t h e 
works of H e n r y George, a copy of M y STORY, b y T o m L. 
J o h n s o n , a n d a pipe. W e shall not ice t h e proceedings at, 
g rea te r length n e x t m o n t h . 

* * * 

A P o r t s m o u t h cor respondent , refer r ing t o the polit ical 
economy class conducted b y Mr. J . H . McGuigan. wri tes 
t h a t the re have been 21 meet ings in connect ion wi th this 
class, and the re is no d o u b t a b o u t t he result . One never 
knows ju s t how much good comes f rom a meet ing , b u t 
when one sees a new light in m e n ' s minds a n d reoeives 
expressions of t h a n k s f r o m m e n who are t ru ly g ra t e fu l for 
knowledge ob ta ined , the re is some sa t is fact ion In t h e worki 
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E . J a c k s o n of Shef f ie ld w r i t e s a s k i n g f o r a s a m p l e s e t of 
l ea f l e t s , a n d a d d s : — " I n Shef f i e ld w e h a v e j u s t b r o u g h t 
t o a c lose e i g h t l e c t u r e s v e r y a b l y g i v e n b y a g e n t l e m a n 
f r o m L e e d s ( W m . R e i d ) , on beha l f of t h e Y o r k s h i r e L a n d 
V a l u e s L e a g u e , w h i c h I h a d t h e p l e a s u r e of a t t e n d i n g . " 

* * * 

A t t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n t o M r . N o r m a n M c L e n n a n a t t h o 
c o n c l u s i o n of t h e po l i t i ca l e c o n o m y c lasses in D u m f r i e s , 
a s t u d e n t s u g g e s t e d t h a t a c a p i t a l w a y of p u t t i n g t o 
a d v a n t a g e t h e excel lent , g r o u n d i n g t h e y h a d r e c e i v e d 
b y M r . M c L e n n a n ' s l e c t u r e s w o u l d b e t h e f o r m a t i o n of a 
l i t e r a r y o r d e b a t i n g c lass . 

T h e P r e s i d e n t of t h o P o s t a l T e l e g r a p h C le rks ' A s s o c i a t i o n , 
in Ins a d d r e s s a t t h e i r A n n u a l C o n f e r e n c e h e l d a t Ca rd i f f , 
11th Apr i l , d e c l a r e d t h a t s c a v e n g e r s r e c e i v e d h i g h e r p a y 
t h a n q u a l i f i e d s o r t i n g c lorks a n d t e l e g r a p h i s t s f o r s e a s o n 
d u t i e s . W h y s c a v e n g e r ? W e s ince re ly wish e v e r y s o r t i n g 
c le rk a n d t e l e g r a p h i s t t o h a v e a s w a g e s all t h a t t h e y e a r n 
a n d t h e s c a v e n g e r a s well. 

A p r o p o s e d T o w n P l a n n i n g S c h e m e f o r D u n f e r m l i n e is 
n o w b e i n g i n q u i r e d i n t o b y t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d . 
T h e a r e a a f f e c t e d c o m p r i s e s 5 2 0 6 a c r e s w i t h 14 l a n d o w n e r s . 
T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r , a t a m e e t i n g ho ld o n 10t,h Apr i l , s a id 
h e h a d a l e t t e r f r o m L o r d E l g i n t o t h e effect, t h a t wh i l e 
he. s y m p a t h i s e d w i t h t h e s c h e m e h e r e s e r v e d his r i g h t s of 
o b j e c t i o n t o the. d e t a i l s of i t . C o m m e n c e a n y s c h e m e 
fo r soc ia l b e t t e r m e n t a n d y o u a r e s u r e t o w a k e n u p a 
l a n d l o r d o r 14 of t h e m , a s t h e e a s e m a y be. [See p . 306 . ] 

* * * 

C o m m e n t i n g o n t h e s c h e m e f o r t h e f u s i o n of t h e t w o 
w i n g s of t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e P a r t y , t h e DAILY HERALD, t h e 
n e w L a b o u r p a p e r , r e m a r k s :— 

" B e t t e r st i l l w o u l d i t b e if t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e ' L i b e r a l ' 
M e m b e r s of P a r l i a m e n t w o u l d t a k e a d v a n t a g e of i t t o s t e p 
o v e r t o t h e m o r e o p e n r e a c t i o n a r i e s a n d l e a v e t h e f e w s i n c e r e 
R a d i c a l s t o j o i n h a n d s w i t h L a b o u r . T h i s , d o u b t l e s s is 
w h a t will u l t i m a t e l y h a p p e n , a n d i t is f o r t h a t r e a s o n 
a m o n g m a n y o t h e r s , t h a t w e w i s h t h e L a b o u r P a r t y t o 
m a i n t a i n a s t i f f - n e c k e d a t t i t u d e in t h e n e a r f u t u r e . U p o n 
t h a t wil l d e p e n d w h e t h e r t h e y jo in t h e a d v a n c e d R a d i c a l s 
o r t h e a d v a n c e d R a d i c a l s join t h e m . " 

* * * 

U n d e r t h e h e a d l i n e s , " D i s g r a c e t o L e e d s : S c a n d a l of 
n e g l e c t of L a n d V a l u e s Q u e s t i o n , " t h e f o l l o w i n g i n t e r e s t i n g 
l e t t e r a p p e a r e d i n t h e Y O R K S H I R E E V E N I N G N E W S o f 1 3 t h 
M a r c h : — 

S I R , — S u r e l y t h e r e c a n n o t b e t w o o p i n i o n s in t h e m i n d s 
of o u r c i t y counc i l l o r s a s t o t h e a d v i s a b i l i t y of r a t i n g l a n d 
v a l u e s . 

A s a b u s i n e s s c o m m u n i t y w e h a v e a l w a y s b e e n p l u n d e r e d 
a n d h a d o u r p r o g r e s s h a m p e r e d b y t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m 
a n d l a r g e l y b e c a u s e of i t o u r r a t e s n o w s t a n d a t s o m e t h i n g 
a p p r o a c h i n g 10s. in t h e p o u n d , f o r w h e n e v e r l a n d h a s b e e n 
r e q u i r e d f o r p u b l i c p u r p o s e s , w e h a v e h a d t o p a y t h r o u c h 
t h e nose . 

M o o r l a n d fo r w a t e r w o r k s , a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d f o r s e w a g e 
w o r k s , s l u m p r o p e r t y f o r s t r e e t i m p r o v e m e n t s —all r a t e d at. 
n e x t t o n o t h i n g — r i s e t o e x o r b i t a n t , p r i ces w h e n r e q u i r e d 
b y t h e c i t y . 1 

N o t o n l y is i t t h e c a u s e of h igh r a t e s , b u t t h e b u r d e n 
is u n e q u a l l y d i s t r i b u t e d ; it. p r e s s e s h e a v i l y u p o n u s e r s 
of l a n d a n d l i g h t l y u p o n n o n - u s e r s . M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
e n g i n e e r s a n d s h o p k e e p e r s p a y u p o n e v e r y s t i ck a n d 
s t o n e of t h e i r p r e m i s e s , wh i l e t h e o w n e r of l a n d , w a i t i n g 
f o r h i s p r i c e a n d l e a v i n g t h e w o r k e r s t o m a k e s u c h p r i c e 
poss ib le , p a y s l i t t l e o r n o t h i n g . 

T h e m a n w h o p u t s l a n d t o i t s f u l l e s t u s e is t h e m o s t 
h e a v i l y p e n a l i s e d , a n d t h e m a n w h o d o e s n o t h i n g e s c a p e s 
s c o t i r e e . 

• T h e r a t i n g of l a n d v a l u e s w o u l d r e m e d y t h i s , a n d t h e 
r e s u l t s w o u l d b e g r e a t — b e t t e r a n d c h e a p e r h o u s i n g , b e t t e r 
h o m e m a r k e t s , b e t t e r e m p l o y m e n t a n d b e t t e r w a g e s ( b o t h 
a c t u a l a n d r e l a t i v e ) . 

If o u r Counc i l d o n o t h i n g t o a s s i s t t h e G l a s g o w Cor-
p o r a t i o n w i t h t h i s g r e a t r e f o r m i t will b e a d i s g r a c e t o o u r 
c i t y , a n d e x p l a n a t i o n s will c e r t a i n l y b e r e q u i r e d h e x f 
N o v e m b e r . — H A M P E R E D T R A D E R . 

• ? ? . B " V k ( : d - 6 1 3 ° ) h a s b e e » i s s u e d g i v i n g a r e t u r n 
u p t o 31s t M a r c h , 1911, b y C o u n t i e s a n d P r o v m c e s T h e 

, h c , J o o r V a l u a t i o n , a n d P u r c h a s e - m o n e v of 
(A) l a n d so ld , a n d (B) l a n d s in r e s p e c t of w h i c h p r o c e e d i n g s 
f o r s a l e h a v e b e e n i n s t i t u t e d a n d a r e p e n d i n g u n d e r t h e 
I r i s h L a n d P u r c h a s e A c t s ; a l so t h e e s t i m a t e d A r e a P o o r 
L a w \ a l n a t i o n , a n d P u r c h a s e - m o n e y of l a n d s i n respect 
of w h i c h p r o c e e d i n g s f o r sa l e h a v e n o t b e e n i n s t i t u t e d u n d e r 
t h e sa id A c t s . 

T h e a c c o u n t s r e l a t i n g t o I r i s h L a n d P u r c h a s e a r e 
m a d e u p b y t h e N a t i o n a l D e b t C o m m i s s i o n e r s a t t h e 
c lose ol e a c h financial y e a r . A t 31s t M a r c h . 1911 t h e 
™ Z L n , r ' W t h e v a r i o u s L a n d P u r c h a s e A c t s were 
1 / 0 , 2 1 9 , 9 7 5 , a n d t h e r e p a y m e n t s £6 ,012 ,725 . S ince 
•ilst. M a r c h , 1911, t h e a d v a n c e s u n d e r t h e L a n d P u r c h a s e 
A c t s , 1903 a n d 1909, h a v e b e e n i n c r e a s e d b y £7 670 9 H 
a n d t h e r e p a y m e n t s , so f a r a s a d v i s e d , b y £266 ,856 . ' 

* * * 

T h e f o l l o w i n g t e r s e s t a t e m e n t , of po l i cy a p p e a r s in t h e 
first n u m b e r o t t h e W O L V E R H A M P T O N L I B E R A L M O N T H S 
(Apr i l ) : — 

W e r e c o g n i s e t h a t t h e g r e a t s t r e n g t h of p r i v i l e g e l ie, 
m t h e m o n o p o l y of t h e l a n d , w i t h i t s g r i p u p o n tli,. 
i n d u s t r y , t h e h o m e s a n d t h e l ives of t h e p e o p l e V 
c o u n t r y c a n o n l y b e s t r o n g w h e n i t s i n h a b i t a n t s a r e 
h a p p y , c o n t e n t e d a n d p r o s p e r o u s . L a n d m o n o p o l y p re -
v e n t s t h i s d e s i r e d s t a t e c o m i n g i n t o e x i s t e n c e . W e 
w o u l d , t h e r e f o r e , b r e a k d o w n t h i s s t r o n g h o l d of p r iv i l ege 
b y a p o l i c y of T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s . B y t h i s m e t h S d 
o n l y c a n t h e a n d b e fo rced i n t o u s e a n d b e t t e r u s e : by 
t h i s p o l i c y o n l y c a n a n e n d e f f e c t i v e l y b e p u t t o s l u m d o i i i 
a n d i t s a t t e n d a n t ev i l s ; b y t h i s p o l i c y o n l y c a n t h e 
w o r k e r b e s e c u r e d t h e p r o d u c t s (or i t s e q u i v a l e n t s ) of his 
™ u r ' • : • T t f > w e be l i eve , t h e p o l i c y a p p r o v e d 
of b y t h e e l e c t o r s of W o l v e r h a m p t o n S o u t h . H a d Sir 
H e n r y N o r m a n in his last contes t , t h e r e m o r e s t r o n g l y 
a d v o c a t e d t h i s po l i cy , W o l v e r h a m p t o n S o u t h w o u l d 
p r o b a b l y s t i l l h a v e h a d a. L i b e r a l a s i t s p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

* * * 

In t h e c o u r s e of a s e a r c h i n g a r t i c l e o n t h e coa l s t r i k e t h e 
LXPRF.SS a n d STAR ( W o l v e r h a m p t o n , A p r i l 1 0 t h ) , s a y s : - -

B e t t e r m e n t of t h e w o r k e r ' s c o n d i t i o n s will o n l y b e 
s e c u r e d b y a b o l i s h i n g l a n d m o n o p o l y , a n d t h a t is t o b e 
a t t a i n e d b y t a x i n g u n i m p r o v e d l a n d v a l u e s . T h e l and 
lo rd is b e h i n d t h e m i n e r ' s g r i e v a n c e , d i r e c t l y t h r o u g h 
t h e r o y a l t y a n d w a y l e a v e s y s t e m , a n d i n d i r e c t l y bv 
n a r r o w i n g t h e field of i n d u s t r y . B y w i t h h o l d i n g agr i -
cul t iu-al a n d m i n e r a l b e a r i n g l a n d f r o m u s e t h e l a n d l o r d 
p l a c e s a r t i f i c i a l l i m i t s on t h e r e s o u r c e s of t h e c o u n t r y • 
l a b o u r is f o r c e d i n t o a c o n g e s t e d m a r k e t ; t h e exces s ' o f 
s u p p l y o v e r d e m a n d l o w e r s w a g e s ; a n d a n y t e m p o r a r y 
a d v a n t a g e t h a t m a y b e w o n b y a c o m b i n a t i o n of t h e 
\ vo rke r s goes b y o n e c h a n n e l o r a n o t h e r i n t o t h e p o c k e t s 
of t h e o v e r l o r d . L a n d m o n o p o l y e n t e r s i n t o e v e r y o n e 
ot t h e i t e m s t h a t go t o m a k e u p t h e c o s t of t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
ot a t o n of coal . T h e h e a v y r a i l w a y r a t e s a r e l a r g e l y d u e 
t o t h e m o n o p o l y v a l u e t h e c o m p a n i e s h a d t o p a y f o r l a n d 
on w h i c h t o l a y d o w n t h e i r l ines . 

' N o t h i n g is so d e a d l y a s i n e r t i a . T h e g r e a t e s t o b s t a c l e 
t o o v e r c o m e in a n y fight in w h i c h f u n d a m e n t a l m o r a l 
i s sues a r e i n v o l v e d is n o t o p p o s i t i o n , b u t i n d i f f e r e n c e . " 
T O M L . J O H N S O N . 

E n t a i l s a r e f o u n d e d u p o n t h e m o s t a b s u r d of a l l p r o p o s i -
t i o n s , t h e s u p p o s i t i o n t h a t e v e r y s u c c e s s i v e g e n e r a t i o n 
of m e n h a v e n o t a n e q u a l r i g h t t o t h e e a r t h a n d t o all t h a t 
i t p o s s e s s e s . — A D A M S M I T H . 

T H E L E S S O N O F T H E C O A L S T R I K E . — T o a d j u s t o u r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s t o g r o w i n g n e e d s a n d c h a n g i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
is t h e t a s k w h i c h d e v o l v e s u p o n us . P r u d e n c e , p a t r i o t i s m , 
h u m a n s y m p a t h y a n d re l ig ious s e n t i m e n t , a l i ke cal l u p o n us 
t o u n d e r t a k e i t . T h e r e is d a n g e r in r eck l e s s c h a n g e ; b u t 
g r e a t e r d a n g e r in b l i n d c o n s e r v a t i s m . T h e p r o b l e m s 
b e g i n n i n g t o c o n f r o n t u s a r e g r a v e — s o g r a v e t h a t t h e r e 
is f e a r t h a t t h e y m a y n o t b e s o l v e d in t i m e t o p r e v e n t 
g r e a t c a t a s t r o p h e s . B u t t h e i r g r a v i t y c o m e s f r o m ind i s -
p o s i t i o n t o r e c o g n i s e f r a n k l y a n d t o g r a p p l e b o l d l y w i t h 
t h e m . — S O C I A L P R O B L E M S : 
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W H Y G L A S G O W W A N T S T O R A T E L A N D V A L U E S 
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104.000 P E R S O N S L I V E IN O N E - R O O M E D H O U S E S . 

CITY'S H A N D S T I E D BY L A N D M O N O P O L Y 

B Y R . L . O U T H W A I T K 

(In the " Daily News" oj 9th April.) 

O n F e b r u a r y 1st l a s t , b y 40 v o t e s t o 17, t h e fo l lowing 
r e s o l u t i o n w a s c a r r i e d b y t h e C o r p o r a t i o n of t h e C i t y of 
G la sgow : — 

T h a t , t h e C o r p o r a t i o n h a v i n g a p p r o v e d of t h e 
r e s o l u t i o n c o n t a i n e d in t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r y Bil ls Com-
m i t t e e ' s m i n u t e , of d a t e 2 5 t h J a n u a r y , 1912, r e l a t i v e 
t o t h e l e v y i n g of a t a x f o r local p u r p o s e s o n t h e v a l u a t i o n 
of l a n d u n d e r , t h e F i n a n c e (1909-10) A c t , 1910, t h e 
T o w n Cle rk b e i n s t r u c t e d t o c o m m u n i c a t e t h e sa id 
r e s o l u t i o n t o all r a t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s in G r e a t B r i t a i n , 
r e q u e s t i n g t h e m t o p e t i t i o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t i n f a v o u r 
of t h e s a m e a t t h e ea r l i e s t poss ib le d a t e . 

A t t h e o u t s e t of a n i n q u i r y f o r THE DAILY NEWS i n t o 
t h e m o t i v e s u n d e r l y i n g t h i s a c t i o n , I w a i t e d u p o n t h e L o r d 
P r o v o s t , M r . D . M. S t e v e n s o n , a t t h e M u n i c i p a l B u i l d i n g s 
in G l a s g o w . W h a t p r i n c i p l e , I a s k e d h i m , h a d t h e 
C o r p o r a t i o n in v i ew in s e e k i n g t o e s t a b l i s h a n e w b a s i s 
f o r a s s e s s m e n t ? 

" T h e a r g u m e n t is wel l k n o w n b y n o w , " h e r ep l i ed . 
" T h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e v a l u e of t h e s i t e oil w h i c h 
t h i s b u i l d i n g ( t h e C i t y C h a m b e r s ) s t a n d s a n d t h a t of 
m e a d o w l a n d is d u e t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . So i t is he ld t h a t 
l a n d v a l u e p r o v i d e s t h e j u s t bas i s of a s s e s s m e n t . U n d e r 
t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m t h e r a t e s a r e a p p o r t i o n e d a c c o r d i n g 
t o t h e u s e t o w h i c h l a n d is p u t . A s i t e w o r t h £100 p e r 
a n n u m m a y b e let f o r £10 ; t h e r e m a y b e a coal o r w o o d y a r d 
o n i t . I t w o u l d b e r a t e d o n t h e a c t u a l r e n t a l — £ 1 0 . I t is 
he ld t h a t t h e o w n e r s h o u l d p a y on t h e t r u e v a l u e , i r r e s p e c t i v e 
of t h e u s e t o w h i c h h e p u t s h i s l a n d , a n d if h e chooses t o 
ho ld i t u p f o r a n e x p e c t e d rise, h e s h o u l d m e a n w h i l e p a y 
r a t e s o n t h e rea l v a l u e f r o m t i m e t o t i m e . " 

H o w it would act. 
" D o y o u a n t i c i p a t e t h i s w o u l d l ead t o t h e b e t t e r u s e of 

l a n d ? " 
T h e L o r d P r o v o s t l ooked o u t of t h e w i n d o w a n d i n d i c a t e d 

a n o u t - o f - d a t e s t r u c t u r e o c c u p y i n g o n e of t h e m o s t v a l u a b l e 
s i t es in t h e c i t y . 

" If t h e o w n e r of t h a t p r o p e r t y o p p o s i t e w e r e r a t e d on 
i t s s i t e v a l u e i t w o u l d i n d u c e h i m t o p u t i t t o a b e t t e r u s e . " 

" A n d h a s t h e C o r p o r a t i o n b e e n h a m p e r e d b y t h e p r e s e n t 
s y s t e m in i t9 e n d e a v o u r s t o i m p r o v e t h e c i t y ? ' 

T h e L o r d P r o v o s t p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e a n s w e r t o t h a t 
q u e s t i o n w a s t o b e f o u n d in t h e h i s t o r y of t h e e n d e a v o u r s 
m a d e b y t h e C o r p o r a t i o n t o g e t p o w e r s t o r a t e l a n d v a l u e s , 
a n d c o n t i n u e d : " T h e 1909 B u d g e t o n l y t o u c h e d f u t u r e 
i n c r e m e n t , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of t h e u n d e v e l o p e d l a n d 
t a x . W e w a n t p o w e r t o r a t e l a n d v a l u e s a p a r t f r o m 
I m p e r i a l t a x a t i o n . W e des i r e t o u s e t h e n o w v a l u a t i o n 
f o r o u r p u r p o s e ; i t is in s i g h t n o w , a n d t h e t i m e h a s c o m e 
t o s e t o u r h o u s e in o r d e r , a n d so t h e C o r p o r a t i o n h a s t a k e n 
t h i s s t e p . " 

F o l l o w i n g a d v i c e w h i c h t h e L o r d P r o v o s t h a d g i v e n 
m e w h e n I first ca l led u p o n h i m , I s o u g h t t h e v i e w s of 
Ba i l i e A l s t o n , o n w h o s e i n i t i a t i v e t h e G l a s g o w C o r p o r a t i o n 
is r e n e w i n g i t s d e m a n d f o r p o w e r s t o r a t e l a n d va lues . 

" 1 h a d l o n g b e l i e v e d i n t h e j u s t i c e of t h i s p r i n c i p l e , " 
s a id Ba i l i e A l s t o n , " b u t i t w a s o n l y w h e n I b e c a m o a 
m e m b e r of a p u b l i c b o d y t h a t I r ea l i sed h o w u r g e n t w a s 
t h e need f o r i t s a p p l i c a t i o n t o r e m e d y t h e evi l of l a n d 
m o n o p o l y . M y f i rs t e x p e r i e n c e w a s a s m e m b e r of t h e 
C a t h c a r t Schoo l B o a r d , w h i c h h a d t o b u i l d a n e w schoo l 
e v e r y t w o y e a r s o w i n g t o a r a p i d l y i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n . 
W e were , f o r c e d t o b u i l d a school a t Mount . F l o r i d a . I t 
w a s t h e n a n a g r i c u l t u r a l d i s t r i c t , t h e l a n d b e i n g r e n t e d 
at £2 10s. an ac re . B u t a t t h i s pe r iod t h e G l a s g o w C o r p o r a -

t i o n w a s l a y i n g d o w n w a t e r a n d g a s m a i n s , p r o v i d i n g 
d r a i n a g e , a n d a t r a m s y s t e m . So w h o n wo a p p r o a c h e d t h e 
p r o p r i e t o r f o r o n e a c r e o n e polo, ho d e m a n d e d , a n d wo h a d t o 
p a y , a p e r p o t u a l f eu d u t y of £100 p e r a n n u m . H o ceases 
t o c o n t r i b u t e a n y t h i n g t o t h o local b u r d e n s . L a t e r , 
w i t h i n half a m i l e f r o m t h i s s p o t , t h e B o a r d p u r c h a s e d 
a n o t h e r s i to , a n d t h e p r o c e d u r e w a s r o p e a t e d . 

£8,000 for a 30-Yard Strip. 
" T a k e a n o t h e r case . D u r i n g t h o p a s t t w e l v e m o n t l i s 

t h e C i ty Counci l des i rod t o e f f ec t a n i m p o r t a n t i m p r o v e m e n t 
a t t h e c o r n e r of A r g y l e S t r e e t a n d U n i o n S t r e e t . T h e 
p r o p r i e t o r o n t h o n o r t h s ide of A r g y l e S t r o e t p r o p o s e d 
t o e r ec t n e w bu i l d ings , a n d t h e Counc i l t h o u g h t t o t a k o 
t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o a c q u i r e a s t r i p of f r o n t a g e f o r t y y a r d s 
in l e n g t h , 4 f t . 6 in. w i d e a t o n e e n d , t a p o r i n g t o n i n e 
i nches a t t h e o t h e r . H e d e m a n d e d £19,000, o r £130 p e r 
s q u a r e y a r d . T h e C o r p o r a t i o n r e f u s e d t o p a y , a n d t h e 
i m p r o v e m e n t h a s n o t b e e n c a r r i e d o u t . R o u n d t h o c o r n e r , 
i n B u c h a n a n S t r e e t , for a s t r i p t h i r t y - y a r d s b y 4 f t . 0 in . 
t h e c i t y p a i d £8,000. T h e m o r a l is t h a t w h e r e v a l u e s 
ex i s t , c r e a t e d b y t h e c o m m u n i t y , t h e c o m m u n i t y s h o u l d 
h a v e p o w e r t o d r a w f r o m t h a t s o u r c e all r e v e n u e r e q u i r e d 

I f o r m u n i c i p a l g o v e r n m e n t . " 
" T h e r e is a n o t h e r m o r e i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t of t h e q u e s t i o n . 

F r o m m y e x p e r i e n c e as counc i l lo r a n d m a g i s t r a t e I a m 
c o n v i n c e d t h a t l a n d m o n o p o l y is t h o s o u r c e of all o t h e r 
m o n o p o l i e s a n d t h e i r a t t e n d a n t evi ls . I r ecogn i se t h a t 
w h e n y o u r e l i eve h o u s e s f r o m t a x a t i o n a n d fo rce l a n d 
i n t o use , a b e t t e r a n d c h e a p e r c lass of h o u s e will t a k e 
t h e p l ace of t h e s l u m s . I d o n t so m u c h o b j e c t t o w h a t t h e 
l a n d l o r d t a k e s , a s w h a t h e p r e v e n t s b e i n g d o n e . 

" I s i g n e d t o - d a y f i f t y e j e c t m e n t o r d e r s . T h e p o o r 
j p e o p l e will go t o c r o w d w i t h o t h e r s , a n d if t h e y go t o 

t i c k e t e d " h o u s e s t h e o c c u p i e r s m a y b e fined f o r o v e r -
c r o w d i n g . I t i s a h o r r i b l e b u s i n e s s . A m a g i s t r a t e 
r e c e n t l y s e n t 78 m e n t o gaol in o n e b a t c h fo r s l eep ing in a 
b r i ckf ie ld . C o n t r a s t this" w i t h t h e w e a l t h of a c i t y w h e r e 
t h e o w n e r of l a n d w o r t h £ 1 3 0 p e r s q u a r e y a r d p a y s n o t h i n g . 
I n t h e s l u m s t h e p e o p l e p a y t w i c e a s m u c h fo r a g i v e n a r e a 
of floor s p a c e a s is p a i d b y t e n a n t s in t h e f a s h i o n a b l e s u b u r b 
of P o l l o k s h i e l d s . " 

F r o m official sou rce s o n e l e a r n s tha t , in i ts e n d e a v o u r 
t o i m p r o v e t h e h o u s i n g of t h e p o o r a n d t h e a m o n i t i e s of t h o 
c i t y t h o I m p r o v e m e n t D e p a r t m e n t i n c u r r e d u n d e r spec ia l 
A c t s an* e x p e n d i t u r e of £2 ,439 ,725 15s. I d . , g i v i n g a 
n e t cos t a f t e r r e a l i s a t i o n of c e r t a i n p r o p e r t i e s of 
£1 ,586 ,786 5s. 10d. , a n d s h o w i n g a p r o b a b l e de f i c i ency 
o n r e a l i s a t i o n a t a p r e s e n t v a l u a t i o n of £322,584 Os. 4d . 
F o r t h e s e t r a n s a c t i o n s t h e r e w a s b o r r o w e d £1 ,215 ,558 17s. 4d . 
a n d r a i s e d b y spec ia l a s s e s s m e n t s £597 ,003 0s. l i d . T h e 
c o s t of n e w t e n e m e n t s , m o d e l t e n e m e n t s , f a m i l y h o u s e , a n d 
l a b o u r e r s ' d w e l l i n g s t o t a l l e d £347 ,652 8s. 7d . O n s e v e n 
l o d g i n g - h o u s e s , w i t h s i t e s , t h e r e w a s s p e n t a f u r t h e r 
£109 ,342 19s. 5d. T h e s e l a t t e r s h e l t e r e d d u r i n g 1911 
n i g h t l y lodgers t o t h e n u m b e r of 693 ,328 , i n c l u d i n g 89 ,105 
f e m a l e s , t h e p a y m e n t p e r n i g h t r a n g i n g f r o m 3d. t o 6d . 
A s a g a i n s t t h e s u m of £597 ,003 Os. l i d . r a i s ed b y spec ia l 
a s s e s s m e n t , t h e r a t e p a y e r s h a v e f r e e a s s e t s v a l u e d a t 
£32 ,753 17s. 9d. , a n d A l e x a n d r a P a r k , c o s t i n g £40 ,000 ; 
t h e b a l a n c e h a s g o n e in t h e m a i n t o t h e f o r m a t i o n of 
s t r e e t s a n d t o c o n f e r a spec ia l b e n e f i t o n a d j a c e n t l a n d -
o w n e r s . 

I n v i e w of s u c h t r e m e n d o u s e x p e n d i t u r e s t o r e m e d y 
c o n d i t i o n s d u e t o l a n d m o n o p o l y , t h e m a i n r e s u l t of w h i c h 
h a s b e e n t o p u t mi l l i ons of i nc r ea sed l a n d v a l u e s i n t o t h e 
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pocke t s of g round l and lo rds and leave t h e evil un remed ied , 
i t is n o t surpr i s ing t h a t t h e r a t e p a y e r s of Glasgow should 
con t inue t o m a k e a n ins i s ten t d e m a n d for power to levy 
upon t h e c o m m u n a l land va lue f u n d . All t h e more 
r easonab le seems t h e d e m a n d in view of t h e e x t e n t t o which 
land benef i ted b y munic ipa l e x p e n d i t u r e escapes f rom 
con t r ibu t ion . 

F r o m t h e Assessor 's office 1 gleaned t h e following 
s ignif icant fac t s . T h e a r e a of t h e c i ty is 12,975 acres, 
f r o m which was collected for 1910-11 t h e ' s u m of £l,044,6(l<»! 
Oi th i s a rea 1,360 acres a p p e a r s in t h e va lua t i on roll as 
unoccupied land , a n d con t r ibu te s £275. T h e r e is a f u r t h e r 
unoccup ied a rea of ] ,320, b u t as i t is a t t a c h e d t o o the r 
sub jec t s , such as f a rms , i t is r a t e d t h r o u g h them, and t h e 
a m o u n t it con t r ibu te s c a n n o t be e s t ima ted . T h e Corpora-
t ion owns 320 acres of unoccup ied land which is no t included 
in t h e above . Consequent ly 2,080 acres, over one-f i f th : 

of t h e a rea of t h e c i ty , is unoccupied in t h e h a n d s of p r i va t e 
individuals , a n d con t r i bu t e s a few h u n d r e d p o u n d s to a 
t o t a l con t r ibu t ion of over a mill ion. W h e n t o t h i s a rea 
is a d d e d t h a t which, whi ls t be ing technical ly occupied, 
escapes t h r o u g h t h e s t r u c t u r e s on it no t be ing in conformi ty 
wi th t h e va lue of tho s i te t h e need for a land va lue basis 
of assessment is obvious. 

The Death Roll. 
1 wai ted upon Dr . Chalmers , t h e Medical Officer of 

H e a l t h for t h e City, a n d to ld h im t h e ob jec t of m y mission. 
H e said : " I h a v e no poli t ics, b u t y o u ' m a y say t h e need ; 

for re form is as g rea t a s ever , t h e r e has been no improve-
men t as regards t h e evils d u e t o overc rowding . " I wen t t o 
view a typica l corner u n d e r t h e gu idance ' of a n official 
of t h e d e p a r t m e n t . A few minu t e s ' wa lk f r o m t h e munic ipa l 
bui ldings b r o u g h t us t o a p lace of D o o m , where huge 
t e n e m e n t s towered aloft a round a na r row cou r tya rd . 
W e en te red one t h r o u g h t h e low a r c h w a y a n d began to 
c l imb t h e s tone stairs. I t was m i d d a y outs ide , it was 
n ight wi th in . T h e s ta i r s were g r ea sy ' w i t h d a m p , t h e 
s tench was as if we were ascending a n inver ted sewer 
nausea t ing , u t t e r l y horr ible . On one landing a few feet 
square , lit b y a gl int of l ight f r o m a window over aga ins t 
which s tood t h e wall of ano the r t e n e m e n t , t h e r e were 
hudd led eight l i t t le ch i ld ren—this was the i r p l ayground . 
W e knocked a t a door , a n d , ge t t ing no answer , opened and 
en te red . I t was a d a r k , m u s t y ' smell ing den . I n t h e 
midd l e of a r o o m was a c rad le w i t h a b a b y in i t , two li t t le 
chi ldren were s i t t ing oil t h e floor b y it, and a child of a b o u t 
five w a s in bed and in cha rge of t h e fami ly . T h e r e was an 
ungua rded fire in t h e room. O p e n i n g ' f r o m th is room 
the re was a n o t h e r small crib. W e closed t h e door and left 
t h e chi ldren t o the i r f a t e , and ascended t o t h e f i f th and 
t o p m o s t s torey , looking in on t h e w a y at s imilar homes. 
Th i s t e n e m e n t was one of two- roomed houses ; in homes 
of such d imens ions live 348,731 people, 47 per cent , of t h e 
popu la t ion of Glasgow. I n these t h e d e a t h - r a t e is 21.3 
pe r t h o u s a n d c o m p a r a b l e w i t h a r a t e of 11.2 pe r t housand 
for houses of four a p a r t m e n t s and up. 

Where Children Perish. 
T h e n we visi ted a n o t h e r t enement comprised of residences 

of one a p a r t m e n t . T h e homes we en te red a t each flight 
were a b o u t t en fee t square . I n one we f o u n d a l i t t le 
pale-faced boy a n d t w o w o m e n who were t r y ing ' t o sew-
in t h e d i m l ight , one of w h o m said she c a m e f rom Inverness 
1 asked her if she prefer red Glasgow. " If you ask me, the re 
is no place 111 t h e world worse thiui Glasgow," she replied 
sadly. 

T h e one-room house is let for 2s. 9d. a week, somet imes 
b y t h e n igh t tor Is., w i t h a b l a n k e t b r anded wi th t h e word 
" S to len , " t o p r e v e n t t h e f t , and a s t ick or t w o of f u r n i t u r e 
I n such houses in Glasgow the re dwell 104,128 people, 
14 per cent , of t h e popu la t ion , l n these t he d e a t h - r a t e is 
32.7 per t housand , c o m p a r a b l e wi th 11.2 per t housand 
in homes of four a p a r t m e n t s a n d up. I n such homes of 
one and two c o m p a r t m e n t s still dwell, a f t e r all Glasgow's 
noble endeavours , 61 out of every 100 of her popula t ion , 
t h e dens i ty of popu la t ion in Glasgow is at t h e r a t e of 
60 to t h o acre, in t h e a rea 1 visi ted it is 567, in t h e par t icu la r 
locali ty descr ibed it is 973. And over one-f i f th of t h e area 
of t h e c i ty is unoccupied land ! I t is for power to br ing 
t h e people ou t of t h e b lack holes of Glasgow, t o save t h e 
chi ldren who a re per ishing in ba t t a l ions t h a t t h e Corpora t ion 
is appea l ing t o Pa r l i amen t . 

The " Ticketed " Houses. 
I n such localities as these a re t h e " t i cke ted " houses of 

which t h e r e a r e 20,344 in t h e ci ty. T h e y a re sub jec t to 
vis i ta t ion b y a s an i t a ry inspector a t a n y hour of t h e night 
or early m o r n i n g in def iance of t h e " s a n c t i t y of t h e h o m e . " 
In 1909 such inspections resul ted in t h e de tec t ion of 3,840 
cases of overcrowding, a n d t h e infliction of fines in 472 
cases. H e r e is a n i l luminat ing Press repor t of such a 
prosecut ion : 

Among t h e overcrowding cases dea l t w i t h a t t h e E a s t e r n 
Police Cour t yes te rday , t h a t of H u g h Logue, a labourer , 
aged 22, was one of a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y n a t u r e . Logue 
p leaded gui l ty of overcrowding t h e single a p a r t m e n t 
he r en ted at Mar lborough St ree t t o t h e e x t e n t of th ree 
persons m o r e t h a n were allowed b v S t a t u t e . T w o 
inspectors s t a t e d t h a t on J u n e 10th, while in sea rch of 
overcrowded a p a r t m e n t s , t hey hea rd suspicious sounds 
proceeding f rom Logue ' s house, a n d oil looking in t h rough 
a chink in tho shu t t e r , one of t h e officers caugh t glimpses 
of t h e m e m b e r s of t h e fami ly scur ry ing a b o u t appa ren t l y 
in a s t a t e of exc i t ement . H a v i n g d e m a n d e d admiss ion, 
they found f.ogue's wife, t h e f a t h e r a n d m o t h e r of t h e 
accused wi th two chi ldren in bed. Suspect ing the re 
were o the r m e m b e r s of t h e fami ly in t h e house, a search 
was m a d e , in t h e course of which t h e bed was closely 
examined , and t h e miss ing members , accused, a n d lii's 
two sisters, aged 20 and 16 respect ively , were found 
secreted be tween the bedboards a n d t h e ma t t r e s s . T h e 
t h r ee were somewha t exhaus ted when relieved f r o m thei r 
u n c o m f o r t a b l e place of refuge. A fine of 7s. 6d. was 
imposed. 

I (railed upon Mr. Fy fe , Chief San i t a ry In spec to r of t he 
city, a n d he pu t t h e prob lem of t h e overcrowded tenement 
in t h e t r u e perspect ive . Speaking of t h e prosecut ions , 
tie r e m a r k e d : " I t is only s t i r r ing t h e pot ; t h e poor 
c rea tu res j u s t sh i f t f r om place t o place. The re are p len ty 
of b e t t e r houses s t and ing e m p t y , b u t t h e v canno t afford 
t o r en t t l i em." 

I t is t h u s no ques t ion of securing closing orders ; as a 
m a t t e r of fac t , m a n y of t h e t icketed t e n e m e n t s a r e those 
in bes t s t r u c t u r a l condi t ion . T h e n Mr. F y f e gave 
ins t ruc t ions , a n d sent m e into a n o t h e r room to see ocular 
demons t r a t i ons of th i s p o i n t — a n d here in passing let m e 
bear t e s t i m o n y t o t he great cour tesy shown b y t h e officers 
of t h e Corpora t ion t o m e w h e n in t roduced b y Bailie Als ton. 
W e went in to a room on t h e walls of which were h u n g great 
c anvas sheets covered wi th figures p r e p a r e d b y Mr. F y f e . 
T h e y were t h e resul ts of his inves t iga t ions as to t h e wage 
s t a t u s ot t h e occupan t s of one, two, th ree , and fou r room 
houses in selected areas. A t a g lance one saw t h a t t he 
t enement p rob lem is a wage problem, a pove r ty p rob lem. 
I n a s t ree t , t h e t e n e m e n t s of wliich I h a v e described, live 
f i f ty labourers , four ar t isans , one professional mai l , and 
eleven m e n of va r ious occupat ions . Thei r average weekly 
wage is 14s. 6d. I n one street t h e weekly wage is 10s'., 
iu a n o t h e r 13s. T h e one-room houses a r e almost ent i re ly 
occupied b y people ge t t ing less t h a n £1 a week, and each rise 
m the wage s t a t u s goes wi th occupancy of a be t t e r dwelling. 

T h e ci t izens of (i lasgow know t h a t t h e y h a v e c rea ted a 
vast f u n d t h a t now goes in to t h e pocke ts of those who 
render no service in r e t u r n , and t h a t a n y endeavour 
oil pas t and discredi ted lines would only swell t h a t fund 
and . leave present evils un touched . T h e y hold t h a t t h e 
ra t ing of land values will m a k e this f u n d avai lable for social 
benefi t , and also m a k e avai lable to p r i v a t e enterpr ise t h e 
land wi thheld f r o m use. By t ak ing t h i s sociallv created 
f u n d to r emove t h e t a x a t i o n t h a t now falls on buildings, 
a n d land being forced b y the process in to beneficial use. 
t h e y an t i c ipa t e t h a t t h e shuns and t e n e m e n t s would 
d i sappear , and t ha t in the i r place m o r e desirable accom-
m o d a t i o n would be prov ided for those whose need is grea tes t . 

All too inadequa te ly h a v e the reasons been indicated 
which h a v e led Glasgow t o m a k e once again th is appea l , . 
b u t they should suffice to ensure t h e suppor t of a democra t ic 
Pa r lnunen t . A Free T r a d e Government m a v be expected 
t o listen to an appeal f rom t h e business men' of t h e Clyde, 
t he Clyde tha t last year t u rned out a grea te r t o n n a g e of 
sh ipping t h a n all t he G e r m a n Empi r e . Moreover, t he 
example of Glasgow should inspire such endeavour as will 
assure t h a t London , a f t e r t h e Coun ty Council elections 
next March, will t a k e her r ight fu l p lace in t he life and 
d e a t h s t ruggle t o free civic life from t h e incubus 'o f land 
monopoly . 



Land Values. 323 

R U R A L 
Come forth from the valley, come forth from the hill, 
Come forth from the workshop, the mine, and the mill, 
From pleasure or slumber, from study or play, 
Come forth in your myriads to aid us to-day ; 
There's a word to be spoken, a deed to be done, 
A t ru th to be uttered, a cause to be won. 
Come forth in your myriads ! come forth every one! 

Come, youths in your vigour ; come, men in your prime ; 
Come, age with experience fresh gathered from time ; 
Come, workers ! you're welcome ; come, thinkers, you 

must, 
Come thick as the clouds in the midsummer dust, 
Or the waves of the sea gleaming bright in the sun ! 
There's a t ru th to be told, and a cause to be won— 
Come forth in your myriads, come forth every one ! 

—Charles Mackay. 

The news of our rural campaign is encouraging. Our 
intention is to reach out with our message and our literature 
to every centre, to every village, to every home in every 
village, and we mean to continue until the Taxation of 
Land Values and the untaxing of cottages and all improve-
ments made by labour and capital is understood. This is 
uphill work, we know, but it is the only way. 

We have been told time and again in the Senate and in 
the market place by the Free Trader and by the Tariff 
Reformer, by the official Liberal, by the Housing reformer 
ill various land reform camps (so called), that our policy 
cannot be applied to rural land, and that he who advocates 
it will be met with an unconquerable opposition. Farmers 
and labourers, to say nothing of the good landowners, ready 
to assist whenever a reasonable scheme is produced, will 
understand the proposed Tax on Land Values to be a tax 
on land, or in other words a tax on the raw material of their 
industry. 

There may be some truth in this latter contention, 
and there is; but it only goes to show the urgency 
and the need there is for our enlightening mission. 
We are not aiming at a tax on land, and we mean 
to make this clear and plain to the rural workers of 
the country. We are out for a just system of land 
tenure, and for a system of local rating which will 
encourage and not discourage the producer and the im-
prover. We think we can make our case good and already 
we have the assurance of hundreds of converts in Wiltshire 
that our explanations and our practical proposals are accept-
able. We have the active and willing co-operation of these 
new friends, and when they see and agree we are convinced 

NEWS 
that . there are others likewise ready to receive the good 
news. 

We propose to relieve houses and buildings and all 
industry from the existing burden of rates and taxes 
and to take as our standard for rating and taxing the value 
of land, which as all authority declares exists independent 
of individual effort and is due entirely to the presence 
and industry of the community as a whole. 

The Prime Minister agrees with this view of the case, 
and he has said that the rural aspect of the question is more 
urgent at the present time. It is more urgent now and at 
any time ; it always was the more urgent phase of the 
land question. As Henry George well said :—" It is not 
the growth of the city that develops the country, but the 
development of the country that makes the city grow." 

Men cannot make a countryside, but out of the labour 
and strivings of the people, out of their needs and bv their 
genius a town can arise even on the bleakest looking 
landscape. The well-being of the town rests on the well-
being of the country, and hence the rural question is the 
more urgent. 

The Taxation of Land Values will tap a source of revenue 
for public needs which exists by virtue of public life and 
public effort, and public expenditure ; but it will do more, 
it will set the land free from the grip of monopoly. It will 
do this by forcing the landowners to pay rates and taxes 
on the communal market value of their land whether 
it is used, put to inferior use, or held idle. Such a policy 
is the reverse of the existing system which taxes industry 
and allows monopoly to escape. The existing system is 
the direct cause of low wages and bad housing conditions. 
Where wages are high, men can and do command com-
paratively good houses, and wages are highest where land 
is easily obtained. 

The labourers and the farmers have everything to gain by 
the Taxation of Land Values. They are the active partners 
in the agricultural industry, and as such have a united 
interest in its advancement. This in brief is our story 
for the rural workers. Their labour contributes much to 
the higher land values of the centres of industry. They 
have a just claim to share in this communal value wherever 
i t appears, and when this is given them the burdens they 
now bear will be removed, and not till then. 

We cordially congratulate our emissaries and all their 
public spirited helpers in the formidable looking job they 
have undertaken. Their well sustained campaign is bearing 
good fruit, and the enthusiasm they have already evoked 
for their cause more than justifies this invasion iuto an 
hitherto neglected territory. 

D 
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WILTSHIRE CAMPAIGN. 
Act ive work lias been r e sumed in connect ion wi th tho 

Wilts!lire campa ign now t h a t t h e m e n h a v e got the i r 
ga rdens a n d a l lo tmen t s for t he mos t p a r t i n to order . T h e 
pe t i t ion t o t h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r is unde r way, 
a n d a series of e x p l a n a t o r y meet ings a r e being held in t h e 
Cr icklade Division by Mr. It. L. O u t h w a i t e a n d Mr. It. C. 
Orr . T h e stories to ld by labourers a f t e r t be meet ings 
a t t h e ga tes of t h e G r e a t Wes te rn Rai lway C o m p a n y show 
t h a t a land values t a x t h a t would force t h e soil of Wil tshi re 
in to use would e m p t y t h e works of t h o u s a n d s of men who 
have come f r o m t h e villages, or else wages would have t o 
be grea t ly increased t o re ta in t h e m . 

W r i t i n g on April 24 th , Mr. O u t h w a i t e says : " At t h e 
two work-ga tes meet ings , hold y e s t e r d a y and to -day , t h e r e 
was a great, rush for l i t e ra ture . I d i s t r ibu ted myself 1,000 
" W h y Engineers " a f t e r yes t e rday ' s meet ing , being 
l i terally mobbod by t h e men . I expla ined the pet i t ion idea 
a t those meet ings, a n d i t soemod to be g rea t ly app roved . 
To -day a m a n c a m e u p t o m e a n d said, ' I hope th is will be 
done. I 'd like to get ou t of the re a n d havo a bi t of land, 
for 1 can plough and milk . B u t tho m e n are k e p t r ight 
under and some will be a f ra id to p u t pen t o paper . 1 Ano the r 
wi th h i m said : ' Yes, a n d I would like to get ou t too. ' 
They bail b o t h come in f rom Wil t sh i re villages, a n d there 
are no d o u b t t h o u s a n d s like t h e m a m o n g tlie 15.000 em-
ployed. I onjoy speak ing to these m e n , a n d if one only 
reaches 1,000 a week it, m u s t tell, especial ly as so m a n y ask 
for l i t e ra tu re to d i s t r i bu te in t h e works . I t is proposed 
to hold a series of open-ai r mee t ings a t n igh t r o u n d t h e 
town n e x t week in add i t ion t o t he d inne r -hour ones, for 
the pu rpose of ge t t ing the pe t i t ion unde r s tood in Swindon 
T h e nine meet ings of t h i s week should touch 2,000 m e n , " 

MR. R. C. ORR'S REPORT. 
J u d g i n g f r o m the mee t ings a n d f r o m some canvass ing 

I h a v e done with l i t e ra tu re , this is t he first t ime land values 
have ever been hea rd of in these p a r t s , a l t hough t h e Hous ing 
and R a t i n g Quest ions a r e bo th u p in a c u t e fo rms a t present . 
T h e people h a v e been so fooled in t he pas t t h a t t h e y h a v e 
lost all hope of b e t t e r m e n t . 

W e h a d a very good mee t ing on 27th March , t b e l i t e ra ture 
going wel l—" H o w to R e d u c e , " " R u r a l L a n d R e f o r m , " 
" W h a t t h e W o r k i n g People W a n t . " Abou t th ree hundred 
were presen t all the t ime . A b o u t a h u n d r e d a n d fifty 
t u r n e d o u t y e s t e r d a y a t t he I ronworks , where t h e 
d e m a n d for t h e l i t e ra ture was aga in s t rong, t h e mee t ing 
a r r a n g e d for tho evening had to be p u t off, as a t ravel l ing 
show had monopol ised t h e Marke t Square for the i r per-
fo rmance . 

A r r a n g e m e n t s have been comple ted for t be first series 
of mee t ings to be held in t he Cricklade Divis ion to get t h e 
Pe t i t ion , publ ished in last m o n t h ' s RURAL NEWS, well 
under way in Swindon before proceeding t o t he o ther 
Divisions of t he coun ty . Seven meet ings , f r o m Apri l 23rd 
to April 20th, h a v e a l r eady been held. 

In C h i p p e n h a m , Trowbr idge , Me lksham a n d Devizes t h e 
leading progressive m e n and women are anx ious to h a v e 
the copies of t he Pe t i t ion a t t h e earliest possible d a t e for 
s igna ture , a n d judg ing f rom t h e a t t a c k s m a d e on Mr. 
O u t h w a i t e by t be T o r y m e m b e r s a t C h i p p e n h a m a n d the 
To ry c a n d i d a t e at Swindon, we a r e cer ta in to have a splendid 
series of educa t iona l meet ings a n d discussions t h r o u g h o u t 
the whole c o u n t y a n d in t he Press. 

FOOT m i d - d a y mee t ings a t t h e Grea t Wes te rn Ra i lway 
Works , a n d th ree evening mee t ings in t he ou tsk i r t s of 
Swindon, a re con t emp la t ed , to be followed by the village 
meet ings as soon as t h e garden work is finished, which will 
be in a b o u t ten days . 

F ive h u n d r e d copies of RURAL NEWS have been distr i-
b u t e d , also two h u n d r e d copies of Mr. O u t h w a i t e ' s new 
p a m p h l e t , " Land Values in Has t ings , H a r r o g a t e a n d 
Glasgow." 

MISS PONKING'S REPORT. 
On March 21st, a t t he r eques t of t he W o m e n ' s Co-

opera t ive Guild, I a t t e n d e d the i r m o n t h l y meet ing a t 
Ch ippenham, a n d 1 r ead the re Mrs Davies ' p a m p h l e t , 
" W h a t t h e W o r k i n g People W a n t , " which t h e y seemed to 
grasp ve ry well, a n d I a f t e r w a r d s p u t some a r g u m e n t s 
on t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values before t h e m , which they 
listened to wi th a good deal of in teres t , i n t e r rup t ing 
occasionally to ask ques t ions or co r robora te w h a t I said. 

I l iave f o u n d three persons who said . " Ob ! you are 
coming to t a lk a b o u t H e n r y George " — a Malmesbury 
tailor, who has t aken LAND VALUES for six m o n t h s and is 
going to see if he can ge t it p u t u p in t he Y.M.C.A. room ; 
a clerk in a bacon f a c t o r y in Caine ; a n d a Nonconformis t 
minis ter a t C h i p p e n h a m . 

I came across one m a n a t a village (Beanacre) near 
Melksham, who works a t t he f o u n d r y there , who himself 
suggested a Pe t i t ion a n d volunteered to get s ignatures . 

I have been canvass ing and d i s t r ibu t ing l i te ra ture in 
the villages of H i g h w o r t h and P u r t o n , where mee t ings have 
been held, p repar ing t h e way for t he Pe t i t ion . 

POSTERS FOR THE VILLAGES. 

T h e Un i t ed Commi t t ee for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values 
have issued t h e following s t r ik ing pos te rs for use in t he 
rural d is t r ic ts . 

No. 1. 

TO THE WORKING PEOPLE. 

Do not allow your Bread and Meat to be Taxed. 
Get the Taxes on your Tea and Sugar Taken Off. 
Get the Rates on your Farm Buildings and Improve-

ments Taken Off. 
Tax the Landowners on the Value of their Land. 

Then you will have a better chance of getting a bit of 
land on fair terms and working it at a good profit. 

Then there will be more jobs and higher wages. 
Then there will be more cottages and lower rents. 

No. 2. 

MESSAGE TO THE VILLAGES. 

If Food is Taxed it Costs More. 
Every Cup of Tea, every ounce of Sugar, costs more, 

because it is Taxed. 
A Tax on the Value of Land will make those who 

have Land use it, and will make Land easier to get. 

Do you want more Small Holdings ? 
Do you want steadier work and higher wages ? 
Do you want better Cottages ? 

If you do, 
Then Tax Land Values. 

No. 3. 

TO THE WORKING PEOPLE. 

Do not let your Bread be Taxed. 
Get the Taxes on Tea and Sugar taken off 
Then Living will be Cheaper. 

Tax Land Owners on the Value of their Land. 
Then those who own Land will have to use it. 
Then you will have more chance of getting a bit of 

Land. 
Then there will be more jobs and higher wages. 

TAX LAND VALUES. 

These pos ters a re p r in t ed in red on wh i t e and in black 
on yellow, a n d in t l iree sizes, viz. :— 

Size A. 20 in. by 84 in., su i t ab le for ga t e pos ts . 
Size B. 20 in. by 15 in., su i t ab le for hoard ings 
Size C. 30 in b y 20 ill., d i t to , 

a n d can be ob ta ined f rom T h e Uni ted Commi t t ee for t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, 11. Tothil l S t ree t , London , S.W., 
in e i ther s ty le of p r in t ing at t h e following [prices, car r iage 
or pos tage pa id :— 

Size A. per 1000, £1 5s. ; per 100, 3s. ; per 25, Is. 
Size B. „ £1 15s. ; pe r 100, 4s. ; per 25, Is. 3d. 
Size C. ,, £2 15s. ; per 100, 0s. ; per 25, 2s. 
T h e in t en t ion of t h e Commi t t ee is to h a v e these posters 

p lacarded broadcas t in t h e rura l d is t r ic ts , a n d we hope 
t h e y will h a v e t h e co-operat ion of our f r iends in th is 
admi rab l e m e a n s of conveying our messages to t h e villages. 
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A GOOD HOME AND A GOOD LIVING. 

LETTERS ON WORK AND WAGES. 

II. Freeing the Land. 

B Y M O Y A L L E W E L Y N D A V I E S . 

fAppearing also in "Political News" (the organ of the Home 
Counties Union of Women's Liberal Associations) for April.] 

D E A R D . , 
I t is p la in f rom your let ter t h a t you agree wi th me 

t h a t w h a t t h e working people w a n t is more and steadier 
e m p l o y m e n t wi th be t t e r wages, be t t e r 1 louses a t lower 
rents , a n d relief f r o m t h e present heavy ra tes and taxes. 

Does no t everyone, or near ly everyone, agree tha t t h e 
working people ought t o have these th ings ? Look at 
Tariff R e f o r m , offered t o t he people as a cure for unem-
p loyment and low wages ! Look a t t h e Hous ing Acts, 
Small Holdings Acts , Min imum W a g e Act , all passed in 
recent years , which are a t t e m p t s to help t h e people to 
get be t t e r homes and a be t te r living ! But has it ever 
occurred t o you, t h a t ins tead of t ry ing to help t h e people 
it m i g h t be be t t e r t o let t he people help themselves ? 
T h e y a re only too anxious to work a n d p roduce t h e th ings 
they w a n t , and a re perfect ly well able to do so, if only 
they were allowed t h e oppo r tun i ty . W h a t p r even t s t h e m 
f rom doing so ? W h y is i t t h a t t he r e is no t enough work 
for all, a n d t h a t people should be suffer ing in th is way 
th rough no fau l t of the i r own ? 

N o one can work w i thou t land, and t h e th ings t h e 
land yields. Land the re is in p l en ty—land sui table for 
producing food of all k inds , and for t imber , s tone, clay, 
metals , a n d all t he raw mater ia l f r om which a lone useful 
til ings can be made , and t h e m a k i n g of which gives employ-
m e n t t o m e n ; land sui table as sites for houses, a n d for 
wharves a n d warehouses, factories a n d shops, where raw 
mater ia l s could be worked, a n d goods d i s t r ibu ted . Is it 
no t p la in t h a t the re would be p len ty of work for all, if 
t h a t which is necessary for all work, a n d of which the re 
is p l e n t y — I m e a n the ' l and—were set f ree for t h e use of 
all, on fa i r t e rms 1 All t h e work t h a t lias ever employed 
men, a n d given t h e m t h e means to live, requires t he use 

, of land. There lias never been a t r a d e nor an indus t ry 
which lias no t owed i ts existenoe to work which was first 

. of all d o n e b y m e n u p o n the land. 
B u t t h o u g h the re is p len ty of land, land which could 

i be t u r n e d t o good account , t h e people who w a n t to use 
it, c a n ' t get it. I t is a case of " water , wa te r everywhere 
bu t no t a d rop t o d r ink ! " Many people who own va luable 
land, w o n ' t use it themselves , a n d won ' t allow others t o 

.use i t . F o r such land in m a n y places a price of £100 or 
. even £1,000 an acre has been refused. Such land is kep t 
back as a speculat ion, till t he need for it becomes greater 
still a n d a still liigher price can be asked. And all t h e 
t ime th i s land escapes paying t axes a l together , or p a y s on 
a ve ry low value, fa r below its real value. 

T h e n again m u c h land which could supply people 's 
w a n t s is kept by t h e owners for spor t , or for pleasure, or 
merely f r o m selfish pr ide of ownership. E v e r y o n e who 
owns such land, a n d refuses t o t u r n it to account himself 
or let o thers do so, is causing t h e unemploymen t , low 
wages, a n d p o v e r t y which are oppressing t h e people. 

H e refuses t o allow it to grow corn for ins tance , he is 
therefore prevent ing farm-labourers , harves ters , b inders 
f rom ge t t ing work ; t h e miller and bis m e n might be 
milling it bu t t hey do no t get t h e oppor tun i ty ; t he rail-
way does not car ry t h e flour to t he m a r k e t , t he r e is less 
work for ra i lwaymen, clerks, engine dr ivers , porters , 
shunters . Less work for t h e rai lways m e a n s less work 
for t h e iron workers, coal miners, engineers, a n d number -
less o the r workmen. And all these t housands of m e n 
who m i g h t have got employmen t if t l iat land had been p u t 
to use, t hey themselves would have been buying goods, a n d 
giving employmen t : r en t ing houses and helping t h e bui lding 
t r a d e ; buying food, clothes, fu rn i ture , a n d so helping 
countless l i iunbers employed in producing these things. 

If more l and were p u t to use, not only would there be 
more work , b u t wages would rise. Men at present idle, 
would find work , t h e n u m b e r of men looking for jobs 
would be less, i t would be more difficult for mas te r s to 
get men , a n d t hey would have to p a y liigher wages. 

Wi th a bit of land, a m a n in t he coun t ry , for ins tance , 
could find p len ty to do. work of a hea l thy , h a p p y kind 
which would br ing h im in enough for comfor t . But th ings 
must not be as they a re now ! H e must not lie squeezed 
and crippled b y too high a rent for his bit of land ; and 
as soon as he begins t o use tho land a n d m a k e it produce, 
or build a co t t age on it, he m u s t not be m a d e to pay ra tes 
on his improvements . He m u s t not be punished because 
he works hard and produces food and o ther tilings, t h u s 
helping himself a n d others , and m a k i n g things more 
a b u n d a n t a n d cheaper for everybody . No ! hav ing paid 
a fair ren t for his bit of land t h a t mus t be t h e end of pay ing 
for him. He m u s t be allowed t o go ahead and get t he 
best out of his land, and improve his posit ion as m u c h as 
ever he can , and no r a t e or t ax must be put on him for 
doing so. 

And if ho were t h u s prosperous working his own land 
at a profi t , or working for someone else at good wages- he 
would have no great diff iculty in ren t ing a co t tage if there 
were any t o be had , or even in bui ld ing one for himself, 
as t he Sco tch crof ters have done, who have securi ty of 
t enu re a n d fair rents , w i th no fear of the i r rents being 
raised, or having to pay ra tes oil the i r buildings and 
improvements . 

W h e n I hear of Acts for t h e Housing of t he Work ing 
Classes, I somet imes wonder who it is who is going to 
provide houses for tho working classes except t he working 
classes themselves . And I ask myself wha t is now pre-
ven t ing the working classes f rom provid ing themselves wi th 
t h e houses t hey wan t . And the more I th ink a b o u t it t he 
clearer it seems to m e t h a t all t h e y want is t h e use of iv 
piece of land as a site for house a n d garden, paying only 
w h a t t h a t si te is wor th , and then being secure the re with 
no fear of being tu rned out at a landlord ' s whim, or of being 
called u p o n t o pay a n y t h i n g more in ra tes or taxes because 
they h a v e buil t and m a d e improvements . 

T h e people who w a n t houses arc there , everywhere , 
wai t ing for t h e m ; builders are t he r e ready to b u i l d ; it 
is the land t h a t it is so difficult to get . T h e land is there 
too ; land the re is in p len ty for co t tages a n d gardens, 
bu t it c a n ' t be had , or c a n ' t bo had at a fair price, no t 
a t t en t imes, nor t w e n t y t imes, nor a hundred t imes t h e 
price t h a t an owner p u t s on it when he has t o pay ra tes 
and taxes on it. Do you know for ins tance what happened 
in R i c h m o n d in Surrey 1 T h e T o w n Council of Richmond 
wanted to bui ld some w o r k m e n ' s houses, and t hey cast 
their eyes on a piece of land which was lying idle right a t 
t h e far end of t he town. I t was no t very easy to get a t , 
and they though t to themselves it cou ldn ' t h a v e much 
value, a n d t hey ' d get it r a the r cheap. B u t did they '! 
T h e land appeared in t h e Ra te -books as of t h e va lue of £4 
an acre, a n d as it was called " agr icul tural " land t h e 
owner only paid ra tes on £2 an acre. Well ! he asked the 
Town Council £2,000 an acre for t h a t land, and he got it ! 
And t h e resul t was t h e T o w n Council had to squeeze for ty 
houses on t o two acres ! And who was it who suffered ? 
T h e r a t epaye r s who had to find t h e money ; t he working 
men who had to live in t he houses w i t h o u t proper air-space 
and ga rden ; and still more , t h e men who cou ldn ' t get 
cot tages at all in consequence of t h e high prices d e m a n d e d 
for land. 

W h a t on e a r t h is t h e good of t r y ing to build houses for 
t h e working people as long as at t h e s ame t i m e we encourage, 
as we do by t h e present sys tem, landowners to withhold 
their land or sell it only a t such mons t rous prices ? 

Land the re is in p len ty also, su i tab le for cul t ivat ion, b u t 
again it c an ' t be had, or c a n ' t be had at fair prices. At a 
mee t ing of t h e Surrey Coun ty Council (held on t h e 9 th 
May, 1911) it was repor ted t h a t t h e Ear l of Dysa r t asked 
£200 an acre for Small Holdings, land for which he was 
pay ing ra tes on a year ly value of £1 a n acre. H o w can 
Small Holdings Act's a n d Hous ing Acts help t h e people as 
long as prices like these a re asked fo r land, and o the r land 
is held back a l together because t h e prices asked no one 
could possibly pay and a t the s ame t ime m a k e a living 
out of t h e land. 

W h y c a n ' t t h e people get land a t fair prices ? Because 
a t present land which is no t used is let off a lmos t a l toge the r 
f rom t axa t i on . E v e r y encouragement is given to a land-
owner , or land specula tor , to hold back his land, to refuse 
t o allow it to be used, a n d every diff iculty is pu t in t h e way 
of those who w a n t to use t h e land, m a k e it p roduct ive , and 
get all t h e y can out of i t . At present a landowner has two 
values for his land, one value, a low one, when he is asked 
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t o p a y r a t e s a n d t a x e s , a n d a n o t h e r va lue , a v e r y h igh one, 
When he w a n t s t o let o r sell i t . A smal l p iece of l and , fo r 
in s t ance , t h a t 1 b o u g h t r ecen t ly in Sussex, was p a v i n g 
r a t e s o n a y e a r l y v a l u e of £2 before 1 b o u g h t i t , b u t t h e 
owner a s k e d a n d go t f r o m m e £650, or 325 yea r s ' p u r c h a s e ! 

H o w a r e t h e s e b a d t h i n g s t o be p u t r igh t ? S t eps m u s t 
bo t a k e n w h i c h will m a k e it w o r t h t h e l and lo rds ' while t o 
let t he i r l and b e used. T h e p r e s e n t s t a t e of t hings, wh ich 
r e w a r d s t hose w h o k e e p laud o u t of use, a n d pun i shes 
t h o s e w h o p u t it t o use, m u s t b e reversed . H o w c a n th i s 
be d o n e ? By p u t t i n g a t a x on t h e v a l u e of all l and , apar t 
r o m t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s m a d e in or u p o n t h o l and ; o n all 

land, acco rd ing t o i t s t r u e v a l u e w h e t h e r it is used or no t . 
I his wou ld be a relief t o t h e m a n w h o is m a k i n g good u s e 

ot his l and , because he wou ld h a v o no r a t e s t o p a y o n his 
bui ld ings a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s . On t h e o t h e r h a n d it would 
v e r y soon i n d u c e l and lo rds w h o wore ho ld ing b a c k t he i r 
l and e i the r t o use t h e l and themse lves ( t h u s g iv ing employ-
m e n t a n d increasing p r o d u c t i o n ) , or t o lot o t h e r s use i t . 
It a l and lo rd h a d t o p a y on t h e l and he k e p t idle, as he 
d id on t h e land w h i c h h e al lowed to be c u l t i v a t e d , a n d 
which was b r ing ing h i m in s o m e t h i n g , h e wou ld soon be 
a n x i o u s t o c u l t i v a t e his idle l and , or t o ge t r e n t fo r it b y 
le t t ing i t , t o he lp t o p a y t h e t a x u p o n it . 

T h e l a n d wh ich wou ld t h u s be b r o u g h t i n to use would 
be m o r e t h a n suff ic ient t o p rov ide smal l ho ld ings for t h o s e 
w h o w a n t e d t h e m , a n d for c o t t a g e s a n d ga rdens . B y a 
n a t u r a l process , m e n wou ld be p u t o n t o t h e l and , a n d ' t h e 

Hous ing Ques t ion " w o u l d so lve itself. 
In m y n e x t l e t t e r I shall show how those changes can 

be b r o u g h t a b o u t . — Y o u r a f f e c t i o n a t e f r i end , 

M. 

T H E MARTIAN. 

B Y D R . G E O R G E W . C A R E Y . 

D u r i n g t h e course of his j o u r n e y on t h e E a r t h , t h e in-
h a b i t a n t of t h e p l a n e t M a r s r e a c h e d a large a n d m a r v e l l o u s 
c o u n t r y . Ma je s t i c r ive r s w a t e r e d i t , a n d i ts soil, w h i c h 
s t r e t c h e d o u t of s ight , was of a r e m a r k a b l e f e r t i l i t y . T h e 
M a r t i a n s u r v e y e d t h e c o u n t r y w i t h p leasure , w h e n lie saw 
coming t o w a r d s h i m a n E a r t h c i t izen, looking r a t h e r 
me lancho ly . 

" Good m o r n i n g , " sa id t h e M a r t i a n . 
" Good m o r n i n g . " 
" Well , w h a t ' s t h e m a t t e r w i t h y o u ? " 
" I ' m h u n g r y . " 
" W h y d o n ' t y o u ea t , t h e n ? " 
" I ' v e got n o m o n e y . " 
" W o r k a n d ea rn s o m e m o n e y . " 
" I c a n ' t f ind a n y w o r k . " 

W o r k on t h a t piece of l and . S t a r t g r o w i n g s o m e w h e a t , 
s o m e p o t a t o e s ; it doesn ' t m a t t e r w h a t . 

" T h e owner doesn ' t wish t o e m p l o y m e . " 
" The What ? " 1 " 
" T h e o w n e r . " 
" W h a t do y o u m e a n b y nil ' o w n e r ' ? " 
" F o r s o o t h ! I t is he w h o owns t h e l a n d . " 
• O w n s t h e l and 1 " 

" H u t • .. . n a t u r a l l y . . . " 
W h a t t h e d i c k e n s I . . . S a y , bu t is it no t N a t u r e 

\hat. c r e a t e d th i s E a r t h ? " 
" So i t is s a i d . " 
" A n d was i t n o t m a d e for e v e r y b o d y , t o t h e end t h a t t h e v 

(iligtit. live on it ? " ' 
So I a m to ld . . . . I don' t , k n o w . . . . " 
t h e n , how is it t h a t a m a n conies t o be o w n e r of t h e 

land ? " 
' ' T h e law g a v e it t o h i m . " 
" W h o m a d e t h e law ? " 
" H u t . . . i t w a s u s . " 
" W h o ' s us ? " 

Us , t h e electors. I a n d all t h o o the r s . ' ' 
, W , h , a t , ! , Y , o u t h e s u p r e m e people , y o u m a k e laws which 

give fields l ike t h a t t o a m a n — t o a m a n w h o has t h e ri«dit t o 
r e fuse y o u work w h e n y o u a r e begging, a n d when vou a r e 
(lying of h u n g e r ? " 

" Alas ! . . . Y e s . " 
" Wil l y o u be so good a s t o r e m o v e y o u r ha t a n d allow 

m e to look a t t h e s h a p e of y o u r h e a d ? " 
And t h e M a r t i a n ra i sed t h e a n c h o r of his a i r sh ip a n d cried 

a s he rose u p in t h e a i r : 
" What madmen are the inhabitants of the Earth." 

THE COAL STRIKE. 

A SERMON : AND AN OPEN L E T T E R . 

A t t h e C o a t d y k e ( L a n a r k s h i r e ) P a r i s h C h u r c h Men's 
Own Mee t ing o n S u n d a y , M a r c h 10th , t h e R e v . J . C r o m a r t y 
S m i t h g a v e a n a d d r e s s o n t h e Coal S t r ike , a r e p o r t of which 
a p p e a r e d in t h e local p a p e r , t h e COATBRIDGE (LANARK-
SHIRE) EXPRESS, Mr. J o h n C a m e r o n of t h e Sco t t i sh League 
t o o k a d v a n t a g e of t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o send t o t h e E d i t o r 
a rep ly in t h e f o r m of a n O p e n L e t t e r , w h i c h du ly 
a p p e a r e d i n t h e COATBRIDGE E X P R E S S a n d w h i c h w e re-
pr in t in fu l l as a ve ry excel lent expos i t i on of ou r case . 

A N O P E N L E T T E R T O T H E R E V . J . C R O M A R T Y 
S M I T H . 

R e v e r e n d S i r , — I beg t o t h a n k y o u for y o u r a d d r e s s on 
t h e p r e s e n t l a b o u r u n r e s t . I t is m u c h that , a m i n i s t e r of 
t h e Gospel shou ld on t h e L o r d ' s D a y , cons ider i t his d u t y 
t o d iscuss t h o s e m o m e n t o u s l abou r a n d social ques t ions 
which a f fec t t h e v e r y l ives of t h e people . T h e m a s s e s a re 
s t ead i ly d r i f t i n g a w a y f r o m t h e C h u r c h . E a r n e s t social 
r e f o r m e r s h a v e long looked u p o n i t a s t h e wil l ing hand-
m a i d e n of t y r a n n y a n d pr iv i lege ; a s a n i n s t i t u t i o n which 
s t a n d s p a r a l y s e d a n d iner t in p resence of t h e m o s t g lar ing 
in jus t i ce . Whi le , t he r e fo r e , g r a t e fu l t o y o u fo r t r y i n g t o 
t e a c h t h e C h u r c h i ts d u t y , I v e n t u r e , o n behalf of t h e 
m o v e m e n t w i t h w h i c h I a m c o n n e c t e d , t o cr i t ic ise some 
of y o u r r e m a r k s a n d p o i n t o u t severa l inconsis tencies . 
Of y o u r o w n s incer i ty we h a v e no d o u b t w h a t e v e r . A 
p a r t of t h e t r u t h y o u u n d o u b t e d l y see, b u t y o u r fa i lu re 
t o g r a s p t h e e n t i r e t r u t h h a s led y o u in to p i t f a l l s ; has 
m a d e y o u r d e d u c t i o n s va lue less a n d y o u r p roposa l s incon-
g r u o u s a n d i m p r a c t i c a b l e , being, a s ' t h e y are , s u b v e r s i v e , 
of t h e r i g h t s of t r u e p r o p e r t y . My o b j e c t is n o t so m u c h , 
t o d issect y o u r u t t e r a n c e s as t o a d v a n c e a p r inc ip le whifchL 
I bel ieve t o be t h e only t h i n g wh ich will s a v e soc ie ty f rqm 
t h e m a n y d a n g e r s which n o w t h r e a t e n i t . 

I n d iscuss ing t h e coal s t r ike , such s u b j e c t s as t h e . ^ g h t s . 
of p r o p e r t y a n d t h e r i g h t s of l abou r a r e b r o u g h t i n t ^ s h a r p i 
p r o m i n e n c e , a n d be fo re wo can t h i n k or ac t co r rec t ly t h e 
first q u e s t i o n w e m u s t a n s w e r i s — T o w h o m do t h e coal-
fields of B r i t a i n r i g h t f u l l y be long ? A m e r e l a y m a n m i g h t 
be excused if h e looked u p o n p r e s e n t possession as be ing 
suff ic ient t i t l e t o exc lus ive owne r sh ip , b u t a m i n i s t e r of 
Chr is t a n d a scho la r l ike yourself c a n n o t be excused for 
b l ind ly a c c e p t i n g such c la ims w i t h o u t ques t ion ing . I n t o , 
t h i s s u b j e c t of a j u s t a n d m o r a l bas is fo r p r o p e r t y y o u did | 
n o t e n t e r in y o u r speech , b u t y o u r r e m a r k s r e g a r d i n g t h e -
S t a t e t a k i n g o v e r t h e mines , w h e r e y o u s a y t h a t " no one-
t o - d a y a d v o c a t e d conf i sca t ion , " a n d t h a t " t h e p r e s e n t 
owners would b e p a i d o u t a t a r e a s o n a b l e a n d wel l -cons idered 
figure," show t h a t y o u f a v o u r t h e coa l -owners ' r i gh t t o 
mine ra l l and in p r e f e r e n c e t o t h e peop le ' s c la im. N o w , 
w e disciples of H e n r y George, a n d w h o , o n a c c o u n t of t h o 
f o r m w h i c h our pol i t ical p roposa l s h a s t a k e n , h a v e c o m e 
to be cal led Single T a x m e n , hold views d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s e d 
t o t h o s e sugges t ed b y y o u r r e m a r k s . W e hold t h a t t h i s 
e a r t h , w i t h all i t s n a t u r a l forces a n d e l e m e n t s — a i r a n d 
w a t e r , t h e light a n d t h e hea t of t h e s u n , t h e l and ( inc lud ing , 
of course , m ine ra l l a n d ) — w e r e p rov ided f r ee b y t h e F a t h e r 
of al j a n d g iven t o His ch i ldren t h a t t h e y m i g h t use t h e m for 
t heir subs i s t ence whi le s o j o u r n e r s u p o n e a r t h . W e ins is t t h a t 
no m a n - m a d e law c a n set as ide t h i s dec ree of P r o v i d e n c e . 
Th i s d o c t r i n e of equal r igh ts t o t h e use of t h e e a r t h is 
g r a v e n u p o n t h e face of N a t u r e , a n d t h e m o r a l sense t h a t 
is w i th in eve ry m a n r e sponds t o t h e t r u t h of it . N o t only 
h a v e o u r beliefs t h e D i v i n e s a n c t i o n , b u t t h e y h a v e also 
t h e l ighest legal s u p p o r t , f o r no less an a u t h o r i t y t h a n Chief 
J u s t i c e Coleridgo h a s dec la red t h a t t h e l and of a c o u n t r y 
belongs t o t h e peop le w h e n e v e r t h e y choose t o r e s u m e 
possession of it . 

A n d it m u s t be so. T h e land is o u r s t o r e h o u s e ; t h e 
reservoi r f r o m w h i c h e v e r y t h i n g m u s t come , a n d w i th -
ou t access t o wh ich n o t h i n g can be p r o d u c e d . E v e r y -
t h i n g t h a t m a n ea ts , d r inks , wears , or uses in a n y 
f o r m comes f r o m t h e l and . F r o m it o u r v e r y bod ies a r e 
m a d e , a n d t o it t h e y shal l r e t u r n ; we a r e as t r u l y ch i ld ren 
of t h e soil as is t h e b l ade of grass or t h e flower of t h e field 
Y o u will see, t he re fo re , w h a t a t r e m e n d o u s , an u n j u s t 
power w e h a v e p laced in t h e h a n d s of t h o s e t o w h o m we 
h a v e g iven exc lus ive owne r sh ip of t h e e a r t h . T h e l and-
o w n e r e x e r t s a m o r e b a n e f u l inf luence t h a n a n y a u t o c r a t i c 
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monarch, in tha t he holds absolute dominion over life and 
death . Jn handing over to one man t h a t element upon 
which, and from which, other men must live we make 
him their " m a s t e r " in the fullest sense of the term, (f 
get t he word " mas te r " f rom your own speech, in which 
you have used it several t i m e s ; surely an unfor tuna te 
designation to be used by one who is supposed to acknow-
ledge b u t one Master.) 

I n admi t t ing t he righteousness of pr ivate property in 
land, we make a t t acks on the rights of t h a t which is 
really genuine pr iva te property, viz., those things which 
are produced f rom t h e land, by laboiu- and capital. 
Thus capital is cheated of its just reward, and at the will 
of an obst inate landowner is compelled to lie idly 
by, rus t ing and decaying, and labour is fleeced of its just 
earnings and condemned to poverty and rags, followed by 
u t te r dest i tut ion in t imes of enforced unemployment , 
caused by the withholding of land from use. It is pr ivate 
proper ty in land which is the root cause of the acute distress 
which prevails among t h e working classes of every country 
to-day ; it is th is t h a t eause.s t he intense struggle for a bare 
living, forcing men to t rample upon others lest they be them-
selves t rampled u p o n ; tha t cruelly condemns them to bi t ter 
want and involuntary idleness, and goads them on to 
despair, a n d drunkenness , and crime, and is fast destroying 
their f a i t h in the Church and the existence of a living God. 
The Creator has provided plenty for all, bu t we havo allowed 
His good gifts t o be monopolised by a few, while we tu rn 
and rend each other. 

Wha t is t he ma t t e r wi th labour all over t he world to-day 
is t h a t labour is robbed, and any remedy which stops short 
of abolishing t h a t robbery is futile. No half measures 
will suffice ; equal r ights to t he ear th must be restored. 
Bu t how ? Nothing is easier. All t h a t requires t o be done 
is wha t we propose : to abolish as fast as m a y be t he m a n y 
burdensome and iniquitous taxes which we a t present levy 
on incomes, on t rade, on houses, and other forms of wealth 
which are legitimate proper ty nnd resort for revenue to 
ground rent or land values. Thus, without any talk of 
confiscation or compensation, the S t a t e would become 
t h e universal landlord wi thout calling herself so. Ground 
ren t being taken and used for the public good, the 
land would be t ru ly t h e joint stock proper ty of the 
people. To see fully how beautiful ly this beneficent 
reform would harmonise with the Divine will and satisfy 
every Christian aspiration, I would refer you, Sir, to the 
writ ings of our revered teacher, Henry George ; yet never-
theless one aspect of t he question in its bearings on the 
present coal crisis m a y be considered. 

There are three part ies concerned in the mining industry 
as we see it carried on to-day, viz., t he owner of mineral 
land, the coal lessee, and the miner. The coal lessee invests 
and risks his capital in boring for coal and finding it. He 
puts down plant and machinery to raise t he coal to the 
surface ; railways and roads are laid to get t he product 
away. The capitalist is thus a necessary and useful member 
of society, and has a perfect r ight to share in t he produce. 
The miner supplies t he active labour required, and is there-
fore also entitled to a share. Bu t t he landowner supplies 
nothing, risks nothing, does nothing towards production. 
His immense income, arising f rom dead-rents , way-leaves, 
railway rents, ground rents for miners ' houses, and a 
royal ty f rom every ton of coal produced, accrues to him 
though graciously giving us his permission (which he can 
withhold if he likes) to tread and use what is sometimes 
sardonically referred to as " our native land ." Whatever 
preposterous claims may be set up regarding ownership 
of the surface of the ear th (and, of course, we repudiate 
all such claims), law and reason alike declare tha t the 
minerals in the bowels of the earth are, and always have 
been, the property of the nation. Therefore we may at 
once just ly appropria te by taxat ion all mining royalties 
for the s ta te without hampering production in any way, 
but , on tbe contrary, by so doing we will give a great impetus 
to industry by relieving it of this dead weight. Coal lessees 
will be in a better position to offer bet ter wages, and we shall 
also be enabled to bet ter compete in the coal markets of 
the world with countries tha t a t present have the advantage 
of saner laws regarding mining royalties. 

But , great as would be the relief given to industry and 
t rade by the taxat ion of land values and mineral royalties 
(for all other rates and taxes could be gradually dispensed 
with), enormous as would be the public revenues derived 
therefrom, these things pale into insignificance when com-

pared with the effects t h a t tbe tax would have when applied 
to the value of unoccupied land which for any reason is 
being " held up " or kept out of use. We mus t make it 
unprofitable, and therefore impossible, for the landowner 
to keep the field from the tillers, and this we can do by tax-
ing him on the t rue annual value of the field, whether it is 
tilled or kept lying vacant . Under present condit ions a strike 
or lock-out in the mining t rade can only end disastrously 
for t he 'men ; the conditions are all against them. When 
work ceases the landowner is only slightly embarrassed ; 
bis royalties certainly are suspended temporarily, bu t bis 
fixed or dead-rent goes 011. The coal lessees recoup them-
selves for any temporary loss by disposing of binged-up 
coal at fancy prices, and by keeping up prices when work is 
resumed. B u t tbe miner starves. With a substantial 
tax imposed on tbe annual value of tbe coal-fields, whether 
there was any ou tpu t or not , " the boot would be 011 the 
other foot ." With such a heavy tax to meet, coal owners 
could not possibly afford to keep tbe pits producing nothing, 
bu t mus t make terms with the men a t once. A strike 
like tho present one could not. possibly continue for any 
length of t ime ; indeed, under the now conditions, lock-outs 
or strikes could hardly occur a t all. With all kinds of land 
thus everywhere forced into use labour would be in demand, 
and its reward would be, not only a " minimum wage," 
but the full earnings of labour. 

In to details as to how tho t a x would be apport ioned 
between coal lessee and landowner I cannot now enter, 
bu t in the first place it would bo made payable by the lessee 
who would have power and au thor i ty to deduct a proportion 

pro ra ta " f rom the royalties and ground rents paid to the 
" superior." For it mus t be remembered tha t the superior 
is not only the receiver of land values. When lie iets a 
t ract of mineral land to a company 011 a long lease, he retains 
only a part of tbe land values in the shape of fixed rents 
and royalties, and the company from tha t moment partici-
pates in fu tu re increase of land values and in any higher 
profits t ha t may be got for the coal produced. The lessees 
thus become to tha t ex tent landowners and receivers of 
land values. As such, our reform would touch them, 
but as capitalists, employers of labour, and captains of 
industry we would remove every t ax and burden which 
now fet ters them. Let them count tho loss and count 
the gain. 

Our position, Sir, is the only logical one you can take. 
If the coal-fields are the just property of the present holders 
(and you admit this when you aflirm tha t before the State 
can resume possession of mineral lands the present holdors 
must be fully compensated) then the whole agitation to 
compel the owners to grant a minimum wage is wrong. 
If a man lias the same moral right to own coal in the bosom 
of the ear th as he has to own a horse, a watch, or a house, 
then any Par l iamentary filibustering to compel him to employ 
certain men to dig the coal and pay them certain wages is to 
be condemned, being an unjus t and unwarrantable a t tack 
011 property. If , 011 the other band, as we declare, there is 
a common right to the land ( a r i gh t which does no t a t tach 
to things of human production) then the only way out of 
the difficulty is to restore t h a t common right by some 
such method as we advocate, viz., tlio taxat ion of land 
values. 

Thinking men are beginning to see t h a t radical t r ea tment 
of the land question is necessary, and our ideas are spreading 
apace. To quote our gifted leader in his passionate appeal 
to tho Church :—•" And the cause for which we s tand has 
now made such progress in the minds of men nil the world 
over tha t it can never again be subdued, but mus t go 011 
conquering and to conquer. God's t ru th impels it, and it 
is no more in tbe power of vested wrongs to s tay it than 
it is in man ' s power to s tay tbe sun. The stars in their 
courses fight against Sisera, and in the social ferment of 
to-day, to him who ba th eyes to see, the doom of industrial 
slavery is sealed ! Where shall the dignitaries of the Church 
s tand in tho struggle tha t is impending ; nay, t ha t has 
already begun ? With the delivered when the timbrels 
shall sound again, or with the chariots and horse-men who 
shall again be engulfed in the waves ?" 

I write this to you, Sir, in the hope tha t I m a y be the 
humble means of causing you to search for the t ru th and be 
freed by the t ru th and use your influence and abilities to 
spread the t ru th , and I should be glad to think tha t others 
who may read this letter may be helped thereby to see the 
light.—I am, Sir, yours truly, 

J O H N C A M E R O N . 
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A BLOW TO SMALL OWNERSHIP AND 
LAND PURCHASE. 

SMALL P R O P R I E T O R S CANNOT M A K E ENDS MEET 
AND BY REQUEST A R E TAKEN OVER AS TENANTS 
UNDER T H E CROFTERS ACT. 

THE OBAN TIMES ( the l ead ing a g r i c u l t u r a l j o u r n a l in Scot-
l and a d v o c a t i n g Tariff R e f o r m ) , Apr i l 20 th , tel ls in a lead-
ing a r t i c le of the c o m p l e t e b r e a k d o w n of a smal l owner sh ip 
a n d land p u r c h a s e s c h e m e i n s t i t u t e d in t h e Sco t t i sh H i g h -
lands t o p rov ide l and for " landless r a i d e r s . " VVe q u o t e t h i s 
i n f o r m i n g a r t i c le in ful l , b o t h as a w a r n i n g a n d a guide 
to all w h o a re on tho lookout for smal l holdings , a n d w h o 
h a v e to listen to t h e f a i ry s tor ies of t h e t w o se ts of l and 
r e f o r m e r s who a d v o c a t e b o t h smal l ownersh ip , a n d t e n a n c y 
u n d e r t h e G o v e r n m e n t , b y land p u r c h a s e : 

" B A R R A L A N D P U R C H A S E . 
S C H E M E E N D E D I N F A I L U R E . 

T h e first se izure of l a n d in t h e i s land of B a r r a took 
place in 1901, w h e n a n u m b e r of landless c o t t a r s ra ided 
t h e ex t ens ive f a r m of Eo l iga r ry . Reade r s will n o d o u b t 
r e m e m b e r t h e h i s to ry of t h a t ra id ; a n d it is n o t our 
pu rpose t o re fe r t o it here . T h e u p s h o t of t h e l and seizure 
was t h a t t h e Conges ted Dis t r i c t s Board opened nego t i a t i ons 
w i t h t h e a g e n t s of t h e p rop r i e t r i x . L a d y G o r d o n C a t h c a r t , 
w i t h t h e v iew of a c q u i r i n g land for t h e landless ra iders 
T h e r e su l t of t h e nego t i a t i ons was t h a t t h e B o a r d paid 
£5.500 fo r a por t ion of Eo l i ga r r y f a r m , wh ich t h e y sold 
t o 58 smal l l andho lders u n d e r t h e l and pu rchase scheme. 
T w e n t y of these ho ld ings were v a l u e d a t £5 each , five a t 
£4 10s., a n d t h i r t y - t h r e e a t £2 10s., g iv ing a t o t a l r e n t of a 
l i t t le ove r £200. T h e a n n u a l pr ice p a y a b l e for these hold-
ings was a b o u t £204, r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e p u r c h a s e pr ice of 
£5,500. I t was said a t t h e t i m e t h a t t h e B o a r d h a d b o u g h t 
these l ands a t 27 yea r s ' pu rchase , b u t s t a t e m e n t s in Par l ia -
m e n t b y t h e M e m b e r fo r Inverness - sh i re r e p r e s e n t e d t h e 
pr ice p a i d to be a t least 38 yea r s ' p u r c h a s e on t h e gross 
r en ta l . Th i s s t a t e m e n t , wh ich a p p e a r e d t o h a v e been 
a t t h e t i m e r a t h e r wide of the m a r k , m a y p r o v e a t t h e 
e n d to be fa i r ly a c c u r a t e . T h e sma l lho lde r s a t e n t r y were 
to t a l ly ignorant , of t h e v a l u e of l and , be ing m o s t l y c o t t a r s 
a n d s q u a t t e r s , a n d in t h e i r e x t r e m i t y t o o b t a i n a c rof t 
were eager t o agree to a n y t e rms . T h e B o a r d t h u s pro-
ceeded w i t h t h e s e t t l e m e n t s a n d sold t h e ho ld ings to the 
t e n a n t s a t t h e r e n t s s t a t e d . A f t e r a few y e a r s ' h a r d 
s t ruggle , however , t h e se t t l e r s f o u n d it imposs ib le to mee t 
t h e i n s t a l m e n t s of p u r c h a s e price d u e b y t h e m . Y e a r by 
yea r t h e y s a n k deepe r a n d deeper i n to a r rea r s , a n d finding 
the i r pos i t ion g r a d u a l l y becoming a n imposs ib le one, 
t h e y aga in a n d aga in pe t i t i oned t h e Conges ted Dis t r i c t s 
Hoard t o relievo t h e m of t h e p u r c h a s e s y s t e m a n d accept 
t h e m as t e n a n t s u n d e r t h e Cro f t e r s A c t , b u t w i t h o u t 
avai l . At tho Genera l E lec t ion of 1910 b o t h pol i t ical 
c a n d i d a t e s — S i r J o h n Dewar . M.P . . a n d Sir Reg ina ld 
Mae leod—were a p p r o a c h e d b y t h e se t t l e r s w h o exp la ined 
the i r hopeless pos i t ion . Both c a n d i d a t e s p romised to 
e n d e a v o u r to e x t r i c a t e t h e m ou t of t h e di f f icul ty . I n 
S e p t e m b e r l a s t Lord P e n t l a n d . a c c o m p a n i e d b y Sir Rober t 
W r i g h t (now t h e C h a i r m a n of t h e Sco t t i sh Boa rd of Agri-
cu l tu re ) v i s i ted B a r r a . w h e n t h e se t t l e r s wa i t ed u p o n his 
lo rdsh ip "and s t a t e d t h a t t h e y were r u i n e d , a n d wou ld of 
necess i ty h a v e to a b a n d o n the i r ho ld ings unless effect 
were g iven to the i r pe t i t ion . Lord P e n t l a n d t hen p romised 
to give f a v o u r a b l e cons ide ra t ion t o t h e i r r eques t . T h e 
se t t l e r s all a long h a d ins is ted t h a t t h e p u r c h a s e pr ice was 
e x o r b i t a n t , a n d t h a t t h e ind iv idua l ho ld ings in each town-
ship, va lued a t a s t e r e o t y p e d figure, were in v e r y few 
ins tances of t h e s a m e va lue . T h e se t t l e r s ' i n t e rv iew wi th 
Lord P e n t l a n d , as s t a t e d , resu l ted in a r eva lua t ion of t h e 
holdings a s c r aved , and in the i r be ing p u t u n d e r t h e Cro f t e r s 
A c t t e n u r e . A few weeks ago Mr. T h o m a s Wilson, the 
Conges ted Dis t r ic ts Boa rd fac tor , v i s i ted B a r r a . w h e n an 
a g r e e m e n t was s igned by all t h e se t t l e r s a b a n d o n i n g t h e 
holdings a s owners u n d e r t h e pu rchase s y s t e m , a n d t a k i n g 
t h e m over as t e n a n t s u n d e r t h e C r o f t e r s ' A c t . B y m u t u a l 
a g r e e m e n t , Mr. Neil M a c L e a n , f a r m e r , N i m t o n , Benbecu la , 
was a p p o i n t e d a r b i t e r t o fix fa i r r e n t s for t h e ho ld ings 
in ques t ion , a n d d u r i n g t h e last f o r t n i g h t he h a s inspec ted 
t h e lands . T h e r en t s fixed by h i m a re no t ye t a n n o u n c e d 

b y t h e Boa rd of Agr icu l tu re , b u t f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 
se t t l e r s h a v e been placed u n d e r t h e c r o f t i n g t e n u r e i t m a y 
b e infer red t h a t the i r g r ievances were well f o u n d e d . T h e 
new v a l u a t i o n will be a w a i t e d w i t h m u c h in te res t genera l ly , 
a n d w i t h eagerness b y those poor se t t l e r s to w h o m it m e a n s 
so m u c h . 

F r o m t h e beg inn ing of th is i l l - for tuned e x p e r i m e n t , 
i t is clear t h a t t h e basis of p u r c h a s e was a t f au l t , a n d b u t 
for L o r d P e n t l a n d ' s ac t ion in rescu ing t h e se t t l e r s f r o m 
the i r u n e n v i a b l e posi t ion, t h e y would h a v e had to c a r r y 
on t h e s t rugg le fo r a n o t h e r f o r t y years . I t is g r a t i f y i n g to 
know t h a t t h e a g r e e m e n t m a d e w i t h t h e se t t le rs p rov ides 
for t h e fa i r r e n t s now being t r e a t e d as if t h e y h a d been fixed 
in 1901, t h e d a t e of e n t r y , t h u s giving credit; t o t h e se t t l e r s 
for a n y s u m s ove rpa id b y t h e m should t h e v a l u a t i o n t u r n 
o u t to be u n d e r t h e combined a n n u a l i n s t a l m e n t s of £204 
h i t h e r t o pa id b y t h e m . " 

LAND MONOPOLY IN WILTS. 

PETITION TO T H E CHANCELLOR OF T H E 
E X C H E Q U E R . 

T A X L A N D V A L U E S . 

[From the D A I L Y C H R O N I C L E (Western edition), April 21tli,I 

A comprehens ive l and c a m p a i g n is ill progress in Wi l t -
shire , u n d e r t h e c o n d u c t of .Mr. R . L. O u t h w a i t e a n d Mr. 
R . C. Or r (oil behalf of t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e fo r t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values) . E x p l a n a t o r y l i t e r a t u r e is 
a b r o a d in t h e l and , a n d is be ing d i s t r i b u t e d f r o m doo r t o 
door . Meanwhi le the re is a concen t r a t i on u p o n Swindon , 
w i t h a view of o b t a i n i n g s igna tu res t o a pe t i t i on t o t h e 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r f rom those w h o believe in t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues a n d t h e u n t a x i n g of i n d u s t r y 
a s a m e a n s of o v e r t h r o w i n g t h e m o n o p o l y in l and , w iden ing 
t h e field of e m p l o y m e n t , ra is ing wages , a n d p r o v i d i n g 
t h e n a t i o n a l m e a n s to d e c e n t hous ing a c c o m m o d a t i o n . 

T h e p e t i t i o n m a k e s t h e fol lowing submiss ions :— 

(1) T h a t t h e condi t ion of t hose who l abour u p o n 
the soil of Wi l t sh i re s t a n d s in u rgen t need of i m p r o v e m e n t . 
T h e wage of t h e ag r i cu l tu ra l l abou re r is a mise rab le 
p i t t ance , his co t t age o f t en a d a m p a n d d i smal abode , 
a n d even such is ha rd t o ob t a in . N o r h a s t h e l abou re r 
a chance t o rise b y o b t a i n i n g land on r easonab le t e r m s . 
These cond i t ions are t h e resul t of t h e l a n d be ing m o n o p o -
lised a n d wi thhe ld f r o m full use ; t h e l andowners ' r e t u r n 
of 1873 showed t h a t 44 p ropr i e to r s held 465,601 acres , or 
over half t h e c o u n t y . 

(2) T h a t in t h e t o w n s of Wi l t sh i re wages a re low, 
as t h e resul t of the people being d r i v e n f r o m t h e vi l lages 
to c o m p e t e for work in such cen t res ; t he Census of 1901 
showed t h a t d u r i n g t h e p rev ious t e n yea r s 22.000 people 
had m i g r a t e d f rom t h e ru ra l d i s t r i c t s of t h e c o u n t y . 

(3) T h a t t h e ra tes , as a t p resent assessed, bea r h e a v i l y 
on t r adespeop le , on smal lho lders a n d m a r k e t ga rdene r s , 
and on all w h o p u t land to i ts best use, t h u s d i s cou rag ing 
t h e use of l a n d , a n d encourag ing i t s w i t h d r a w a l f rom 
labour , t h e r e b y caus ing u n e m p l o y m e n t a n d low wages ; 
nnd 

(4) T h a t t a x e s oil necessit ies, such as t ea a n d suga r , 
a n d t h e r a t e s levied on bui ld ings , fall heavi ly a n d u n f a i r l y 
upon all workers . 

T o A B O L I S H T E A T A X . 

T h e pe t i t ion asks t h a t such t a x shall be levied u p o n t h e 
va lue of all l and , w h e t h e r in t o wn or c o u n t r y , as will compel 
i ts full use, a n d t h a t t h e m o n e y ra ised b y the t a x shall 
t a k e t h e place of t h e t ea a n d sugar d u t i e s which press so 
heav i ly u p o n t h e poor , nnd shal l r educe the r a t e s for 
e d u c a t i o n , poor relief, ma in roads , police a n d a s y l u m s , 
wh ich as now assessed a re a b u r d e n a n d p e n a l t y on i n d u s t r y . 

One of t h e p r ime o b j e c t s of t h e pe t i t i on is t h a t t h e 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r shall come to Swindon to 
receive t h e d o c u m e n t a n d rep ly to those who look to h i m t o 
u p h o l d t h e r igh t s of t h e people aga ins t m o n o p o l y a n d pr ivi-
lege. If m e m o r y serves . Mr. L loyd George h a s n e v e r 
addressed a Swindon audience , a n d s igna tu res will no 
d o u b t be p rocured in the i r t h o u s a n d s when it is fu l ly 



May, 1912. 329 

realised t h a t t h e pe t i t ion not only p rays for t he Taxa t ion 
of L a n d Values , b u t also for a visit f r om the most loved 
and m o s t h a t e d s t a t e s m a n of t h e day . 

O P E N I N G T H E C A M P A I G N . 

A pre l iminary m e e t i n g of t he campaign will p robably 
be held du r ing t h e nex t few weeks m one of t he large 
halls of t he towns , a t which it is hoped tha t e i ther Mr. 
F r a n k Neilson, M.P. , or Mr. Wedgwood, M.P. , will speak! 
B o t h these gen t lemen are popula r in t he ra i lway town 
for the i r mas t e r l y t r e a tmen t of the land ques t ion . 

H a v i n g adequa te ly covered Swindon, i t is proposed 
to go in to t he o the r Wil tshire towns . Already good work 
has been done in t he ru ra l distr icts . T h e ground has been 
prepared in t he Cricklade a n d Chippenham P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
divisions for a project designed to enable tho workers t o 
br ing home to t he G o v e r n m e n t the i r views 011 the land 
quest ion, and t h e m o n t h t h a t is a b o u t to d a w n will be 
devo ted to launching i t . 

The re is p len ty of scope for such a campa ign in Wil tshire . 
A t Ch ippenham, for ins tance , t h e ra tes a re 8s. in t he £. 
and of t h e 300 acres which comprise the r a t i ng area 150 
acres escape as " agr icu l tura l " land, and a select si te of an 
acre recen t ly sold for £7,000 ! This is the sort of d a t a upon 
which the campaigners are working. T h e housing condi-
t ions a t Melksham are notor iously unsa t i s fac to ry . Dur ing 
the last few years a n u m b e r of men h a v e been b rough t 
f rom fa r away to the rubbe r works establ ished in the town, 
a n d several hund red co t tages are bad ly needed. Workers 
are forced in to t he villages because the i r earnings will 
no t allow t h e m to p a y 6s. or 7s. a week. T h e y are no t 
blessed w i t h a m i n i m u m wage, b u t th is land campa ign 
m a y lead to the i r h a v i n g the power t o d e m a n d proper 
a n d reasonable hous ing accommoda t ion close to the i r 
work. 

A n o t h e r phase of t he ques t ion is supplied b y a p rominen t 
town councillor a t Ch ippenham, who a few years ago 
bough t a p r o p e r t y which was t hen r a t ed a t £6 per a n n u m . 
H e spen t £260 on improvemen t s , and was penalised for 
such enterpr i se by an immed ia t e rise in t he ra teab le va lue 
of t h e premises to £28 per a n n u m . 

IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND IN ENGLAND. 

B Y W . L E W I S W A D E . 

Those s t u d e n t s of social r e fo rm who recognise in t h e 
Bible a guide to the i r t h o u g h t s a n d act ions c a n n o t fail to 
be in teres ted in t h e fac t t h a t t h e old Hebrew Pa t r i a r chs 
recognised t h a t t h e land was sacred t o t he c o m m u n i t y , a n d 
t h a t i ts unres t r ic ted use was essential t o t h e general welfare. 

I n t h e first p a r a g r a p h in t h e Book of Genesis it says : 
" I n t h e beginning God created t h e heaven a n d t h e e a r t h . " 
And f u r t h e r on in t he same chap te r it tells how God gave 
m a n dominion over t h e ea r th , a n d all t h a t i t conta ins . 
Thus we have t h e first principle t h a t m a n has , by t h e r igh t 
of d ivine gif t , t h e privilege of using t h e land, a n d to en joy 
t h e results of t h a t use. T h e fact t h a t land does no t r ight fu l ly 
belong to t h e individuals is indicated in Lev. x x v . 23 : 
" T h e land shall not be sold for ever ; for t h e land is Mine ; 
for you are s t rangers a n d sojourners wi th Me." I t was 
agains t t h e Hebrew law for a m a n to sell his land " for 
ever " ; his was only a life interest , a n d he had no abso lu te 
right t o dispose of i t . Soon a f t e r t h e s e t t l emen t of t h e 
Israel i tes in t h e Promised Land , J o s h u a sent ou t surveyors 
to measu re and repor t on the di f ferent pa r t s of t h e coun t ry , 
a va lua t ion was m a d e , t ak ing into account t h e vary ing 
fer t i l i ty of t h e soil, a n d t h e land w a s du ly appor t ioned to t h e 
whole race, t r ibe b y t r ibe, fami ly by family . B o u n d a r y 
m a r k s were set up , clearly defining t h e l imits of each plot 
of ground, a n d these visible signs of t h e equal r ight of all 
t o t h e use of land were pro tec ted b o t h b y publ ic opinion, 
and b y t h e imposi t ion of a solemn curse u p o n a n y o n e who 
removed t h e m . This curse still cont inues t-o be u t t e red 
annua l ly in all Engl ish Churches, b u t it is t o be feared it 
is l i t t le heeded. 

To-day , t he law has ceased to recognise these ordinances, 
and p ro tec t s those whose interests are devo ted t o p r iva te 
p rope r ty in land. Of course t h e equal division of t h e land 
a m o n g a pr imi t ive na t ion like t h e ancient Hebrews , whose 
only indus t r ies were agr icul ture and ca t t l e rear ing, was 

a compara t ive ly s imple m a t t e r ; b u t wi th our in t r ica te 
sys tem of t h e division of labour , a n d our highly compli-
cated commercia l organisa t ion , it is hard ly possible t o divide 
t h e land equi tab ly a m o n g t h e huge a n d ever-increasing 
popula t ion of our c o u n t r y , ne i ther would i ts resul ts be 
likely to be beneficial ; b u t if we c a n secure to every indi-
vidual an equal o p p o r t u n i t y t o l abour in any capac i ty , 
and to enjoy t h e f ru i t s thereof , t h e s a m e result will accrue. 
A m a n who has unres t r i c ted access to t h e land can a lways 
earn his own living, a n d suppor t his wife a n d chi ldren in com-
fort . B u t unde r exis t ing condi t ions , wi th our ins t i tu t ion 
of p r i va t e p roper ty in land, it is difficult to o b t a i n t h e 
ground for Ibis purpose w i thou t t h e tiller being obliged to 
pay so high a r en t as to depr ive h im of t he g rea te r p a r t of 
wha t he produces, a n d only leave him a ba re s t a rva t i on 
wage. T h e resul t is t h a t men a r e forced to leave t bo soil 
a n d t o Hock into t h e towns , there t o compe te wi th t he manu-
fac tu r ing classes for wages and for house room. This is 
how wages a re reduced a n d ren t s raised. 

T h e housing problem, of which so m u c h is now ta lked, 
and t h e necessity for feeding chi ldren a t school a r e t he 
di rect ou t come of low wages a n d high rents. Numerous 
char i t ies a re set on foot , wi th earnes t desire t o mi t iga te 
this s t a t e of affairs , tho donors be ing in blissful ignorance 
of t h e f ac t t h a t t he u l t i m a t e des t ina t ion of the i r good 
in tent ions is t he pocke ts of t h e landowners . Indiscr iminate 
char i ty is useless—and even dangerous—as an a t t e m p t 
t o solve social problems. 

I n s t e a d of th is was ted effort , let us advoca te a stiff 
t a x on t h e va lue of all land, w h e t h e r it is well used or bad ly 
used. This policy will res tore t o t h e c o m m u n i t y its 
own, and leave t o t h o ind iv idua l his own. H u n d r e d s 
of t h o u s a n d s of acres of land now idle will be forced 
into use, for t he so-called owners will t hen be obliged 
t o open i t u p t o labour in ordor t o pay t h e t a x . Tho 
resul t will be t h a t oppor tuni t ies for p roduc t ive labour will 
vas t ly increase, t housands will go back to t h e land, where 
t hey will earn a comfor tab le living for themselves and 
relieve t h e workers in t h e towns f rom crushing compet i t ion . 
Th i s will reverse t h e exis t ing condit ions, and t own 
workers will be in a posi t ion to ob t a in t h e higher wages t h e y 
d e m a n d a n d t u r n the i r backs upon those employers who 
only offer a low wage. Unde r such a sys tem a genera l 
s t imulus would be given t o t r a d e b y tho nat ional prosper i ty 
which would appear , a n d tho anc ien t phrase " t he labourer 
is w o r t h y of his h i re ," would be a real i ty and not a mere 
fo rmula . 

T a x Land Values a n d remove all t h e present u n j u s t 
ra tes and taxes , which hinder i n d u s t r y and penalise t h r i f t , 
while t h e y leave t h e idle f ree to live in luxury , a n d t he re will 
be no fear of foreign compet i t ion , s tr ikes or revolut ions, 
those g rea t social upheava l s which to -day cast a shadow 
over t he m i n d s of all t h o u g h t f u l people. 

W H A T THE WORKING PEOPLE WANT.* 

This b rochure , b y Mrs. Moya Llewellyn Davies ; which is 
issued by t h e Uni ted Commi t t ee for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values of Grea t Br i ta in , conta ins in some of its pages m u c h 
t r u e wisdom t h a t one does no t find in t h e heavy vo lumes of 
t he founde r s of t h e Socialistic schools. 

Mrs. Davies, a f t e r hav ing given us a t rue p ic ture of tho 
sad pl ight t h a t is t h e lot of tho present d a y worker , shows 
t h a t t h e wea l th producers canno t pu t m u c h fa i th in any of 
t h e r e fo rms t h a t are general ly p u t before t h e m . T h e y can 
only find relief in a j u s t sys tem of t a x a t i o n — t a x e s on t h e 
va lue of t h e land. 

As a resul t of th i s t axa t ion , t h e land, which to -day is 
securely locked u p by t h e individual landowner , will bo 
freed, i.e., be t h r o w n open t o labour . P roducer s will h a v e 
f ree access t o land, a n a u n e m p l o y m e n t and p o v e r t y dis-
a p p e a r concurren t ly . 

W e s t rongly r ecommend this in teres t ing li t t le p a m p h l e t 
t o those of our suppor te r s who can read Eng l i sh .—From 
the April issue of L ' I M P O T U N I Q U E , the organ of the. French 
Single Tax League. 

* What the Working People Want. By Moya Llewellyn Daries. Price 
One Penny. Published by the United Committee for the Taxation 

of Land Values, 11, Tothill Street, London, S.W. 
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T H E LORD, T H E CHILD, AND T H E ANGEL. 

A F A B L E . 

T h e s e th ings were spoken to m e b y t h e Spir i t of t he 
Moun ta in . 

T h e r e w a s onco a c i ty bui l t u n d e r t h e shadow of t h e 
m o u n t a i n s ; a n d d a r k t rees , en twined with horr ib le g rowths 
rose r o u n d a b o u t i t a n d b lo t t ed ou t t h e l ight of t h e sun ' 
T h e r e w a s no sound in t h e c i ty of d a r k n e s s save t h e g roan ing 
of t h e people ; b y d a y tho re was sighing, a n d b y n igh t , 
silonce. Moreover, t h e a i r was still a n d t h e w a t e r s t a g n a n t . 

A n d behold , t he r e w e n t f o r t h m e n f rom t h e c i ty • t h e y 
w e n t f o r t h f rom t h e c i ty in to t h e fields beyond . F o r t h e 
s u n shone over t h e fields, t h o s t r e a m s t r ickled a n d the 
flowers gave u p the i r p e r f u m e s t o t h e brooze. B u t t h e m e n 
s p a k e only in wliispers ; t h e y whispered a n d t h e y worked. 
T h e y p loughed t h o fields in tho season ; t h e y sca t t e r ed the 
gra in in t h o season ; a n d in t h o season t h e y c u t down t h e 
yellow corn which n o d d e d a n d danced u n d e r t h e sky. 

Now, no t f a r f r o m t h e c i ty , in t h e f a t l ands of t h e val ley, 
t h e r e dwel t a lord. A m o n g t h o lilies, a n d hyac in ths , a n d 
p leasan t , cooling wa te r s he dwel t . A n d t h e b i rds m a d e 
sweet mus ic in t h a t place, so t h a t t h e a i r was filled wi th 
t h e tr i l l ing of t h e b i rds a n d the rus t l ing of t h e leaves. The re 
were fair lawns, also, a n d te r races which s t r e t ched d o w n to tho 
winding r iver . A n d t h e lord was c lo thed in fine r a imen t , 

B u t when t h e t ime of h a r v e s t was come, a n d t h e sheaves 
were s t acked in t h e fields, t h e s e rvan t s of t h e lord w e n t u p 
f rom t h e r iver t o d e m a n d a pa r t , A n d lo, t h e y t ook of t h e 
corn m n e t y - a n d - n i n e por t ions ; a n d t h e y dep'ar ted thence 
a n d r e t u r n e d to t h e val ley. A n d t h e m e n , m u r m u r i n g , 
t ook tho corn t h a t was lef t , and , m u r m u r i n g , went back t o 
t he Ci ty of Da rknes s . 

These t h ings were spoken t o m e b y t h e Spir i t of t he 
Moun ta in . 

And, behold , ha rd b y t h e c i ty t he r e t u m b l e d f rom t h e 
m o u n t a i n s a rush ing t o r r e n t , t h e noise whereof was like 
t h e b e a t i n g of d r u m s a n d t h e c lashing of cymbals . At t h e 
foot of t h o m o u n t a i n s , moreove r , t h e r e s tood a mill, t h e 
wheel whereof was t u r n e d b y t h e fa l l ing of t h e waters . 
And he who owned t h e mill b r o u g h t f o r t h t h e corn a n d 
g round t h o gra in b e t w e e n t h e u p p e r a n d n e t h e r s tones 
And t h e gra in he m a d e in to flour, a n d t h e flour t o b read . 

B u t when t h e b r e a d h a d been b a k e d in t h e oven, a n d t h e 
loaves h a d been ranged o n t h e shelves, t h e s e r v a n t s of t h e 
lord d rew n igh [and d e m a n d e d a p a r t , T h e n t o o k t h e y 
n ine ty - and -n ine por t ions of t h e b r e a d a n d r e t u r n e d t o t h e 
val ley. A n d he who owned t h e mill t ook t h e r ema in ing 
loaves a n d r e t u r n e d t o t h o City of Darkness . 

These t h ings were spoken to m e b y t h e Spiri t of t h e 
Moun ta in . 

Now, in t h e gloom of t h e c i ty , w h e r e lurk t h e sombre 
shadows , t he r e dwel t a w o m a n ; " a w o m a n whose h u s b a n d 
laboured a t t h e p o t t e r ' s l a the . A n d lo, a chi ld suckled at t h e 
breas t of th i s w o m a n ; a n d tho chi ld was pale, w i t h wis t fu l 
eyes. B u t t h e m o t h e r worked w i t h t h e needle : f r o m the 
grey d a w n t o t h e sad twi l ight she worked w i t h t h e needle. 
A n d t he child was pale, w i t h wis t ful eyes. And t h e g a r m e n t s 
which t h e w o m a n m a d e were g a r m e n t s of l inen. 

Bu t w h e n t h e r e were m a n y ga rmen t s , t h e s e r v a n t s of t h e 
lord app roached tho c i ty a n d d e m a n d e d a p a r t . N ine ty -and 
n ine por t ions t ook t h e y , a n d w i t h these t h e y r e t u r n e d to 
t h e val ley. T h e n took t h e w o m a n t h e r ema in ing g a r m e n t s ; 
a n d she wept b i t te r ly . F o r t b e child was pale wi th wistful 
eyes. A n d t b e child died. 

These t h ings were s p o k e n to m e b v t h e Spi r i t of t h e 
Moun ta in . 

Now, n o t long a f te r , t h e r e c a m e t o t h e c i ty a n angel. 
H i s fo rm was comely a n d his smile w a s full of s y m p a t h y ' 
I n his h a n d was a to rch : a n d he called t h e to rch REASON. 
A n d before t h e light of t h e t o r c h t h e s h a d o w s of t h e ci ty 
fled away . B y his side, also, a sword w a s s lung ; and on 
t h e sword was inscribed in le t te rs of gold, JUSTICE. 

And t h e r e arose a great, m u t t e r i n g a n d shou t ing wi thin 
t h e c i ty . Yea , t h e sound of t he s h o u t i n g swelled f rom t h e 
c i ty and fell u p o n t h e ears of t h e lord in t h e val ley And 
he, wonder ing , left, t h e lilies a n d t h e hyac in ths a n d came 
t o w a r d s t h e City of Darkness . And , lo, t h e angel went 
f o r t h t o mee t h im. B u t t h e lord t u r n e d aside, nnd said, 
" W h o t h e n art. t h o u ? " T h e n answered t h e angel , " I 
am lie w h o m m e n call LIBERTY." A n d t h e lord covered his 
face a n d shuddered ond fled away . H e fled a w a y t o t h e 
r ippl ing w a t e r s and t o t h e sunny glades. B u t t h e angel 
t u r n e d a n d re-entered t h e City of Darkness . 

And t h e r e was great unres t in t h e c i ty . F o r t h e sound of 
m u t t e r i n g grew in vo lume ; a n d mingled w i t h i t was t h e 
sound of singing. And these sounds swelled f o r t h a n d 
reached t h e ears of t h e lord, in t h e valley, like t h e d i s t a n t 
r u m b l e of t h e approach ing s to rm. 

These th ings were spoken t o m e b y the Spirit of t h e 
Mounta in . 

D O U G L A S P . B O A T M A N . 

JONES ' BOY ASKS SOME QUESTIONS. 

A T A L K W I T H A M O R A L . 

Q. W h a t place is th is ? 
A. This , m y child, is a b r i ckyard . 
Q. Whose b r i ckya rd is it ? 
A. Oh, i t belongs t o me. 
Q. Do these big piles of br icks belong t o you , pa ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do those d i r t y men belong t o you too , p a ? 
A. No, t h e r e is no s lavery in th i s c o u n t r y ; t h o s e are 

f ree m e n . 
Q. W h a t m a k e s t h e m work so ha rd 1 
A. T h e y a re work ing for a living. 
Q. W h y do t h e y work for a living ? 
A. Because t h e y are poor , a n d a re obliged t o work . 
Q. H o w is it t h e y are so poor when t h e y work so ha rd ? 
A. 1 d o n ' t know. 
Q. Don ' t s o m e b o d y steal f r o m t h e m w h a t t hey ea rn ? 
A. No, m y child. W h a t m a k e s y o u ask such r idiculous 

ques t ions ? 
Q. I t h o u g h t t h a t some of t h a t d i r t y c lay got on t he i r eyes 

a n d bl indod them. B u t , pa , d o n ' t t h e br icks belong 
t o t h e m a f t e r t h e y h a v e m a d e t h e m ? 

.4. No, t h e y belong t o me . 
Q. W h a t a re t h e bricks m a d e of ? 
A. Clay. 
Q. W h a t ! T h a t d i r t I see down the re ? 
A. Yes, n o t h i n g else. 
Q. To w h o m does t h e d i r t belong ! 
A. I t belongs t o me. 
Q. Did you m a k e t h e d i r t , p a ? 
A. No, m y child, God m a d e it . 
Q. Did H e m a k e it for y o u specially ? 
A. No, I b o u g h t i t . 
Q. Bough t it of God ? 
A. I b o u g h t i t l ike I b u y a n y t h i n g else. 
Q. Did t h e m a n you bough t ' i t of b u y it. of God ? 
.4. I d o n ' t know ; ask some th ing easy. 
Q. A n y w a y , i t ' s a good t h i n g y o u ' v e got t h e land , i sn ' t i t , 

pa ? 
A. W h y , m y son ? 
Q. Because y o u ' d h a v e t o m a k e br icks for a l iving like 

those horr id men . Shall I h a v e t o work for a living 
when I ' m a m a n ? 

.4. No, m y b o y ; I ' l l leave the land when I die. 
Q. Don ' t people t u r n in to clay when t h e y ' r e dead ? 
.4. W h a t r emains of t h e m is clay. 
Q. W h e n a re y o u going t o die, pa ? 
A. T d o n ' t know ; why do you ask ? 
Q. N o t h i n g ; on ly I was th ink ing w h a t a ha rd old br ick 

you r clay would m a k e . 

'THE RATINC OF LAND VALUES. 
The Case for Hastings, Harrogate and Glasgow. 

By R. L. OUTHWAITE. 

O N E P E N N Y . 

be had from The United Committee for Taxation of 
Land Values, 11, Tothill Street, London, S.W. 
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PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INTERESTS. 

THE 1912-13 BUDGET. 

P o s t Office 
vices 

Ser-
20.547.000 23,809,000 +2 ,727 ,000 

N O T A X E S A D D E D OK R E M I T T E D . 

S i x A N D A H A L F M I L L I O N S U R P L U S C A R R I E D F O R W A R D . 

Mr. L loyd George issued his f o u r t h Budget in the House 
of C o m m o n s on 2nd Apri l . T h e ac tua l receipts and ex-
pend i tu r e fo r t h e yea r j u s t ended a n d the es t imated receipts 
and e x p e n d i t u r e for t he current year are : 

I n c o m e 
Kxpendit ure 

1911 12. 
£ 

185,090,000 
1 78,545,000 

Surp lus . . . . 6,545.000 
These to ta l s a re m a d e u p as follows : 

R E V E N U E . 

Kst ima ted . 
1912 13. 

£ 
187.189,000 
186,885,000 

304.000 

Rece ip ts . Es t imate . Inc. or 
191 1 1 2 . 1912 13. Dee. 

£ £ £ 
Customs 33,649,000 33,900,000 261,000 
Excise 38,380,000 37,700,000 680,000 
Oea th Du t i e s 25,392,000 25,450,000 + 58,000 
S t a m p s 
Land T a x 

9.454,000 9.400,000 54,000 S t a m p s 
Land T a x 750,000 700,000 50,000 
House D u t y 
Income T a x 

2,130,000 2,000.000 — 130,0(H) House D u t y 
Income T a x 44,804,000 44,100,000 — 704,000 
L a n d Va lue Du t i e s 481,000 545,000 + 64,000 

T a x R e v e n u e 
Pos t Office 
Crown L a n d s 
Suez Canal , &c. 
Miscellaneous 

To ta l n o n - t a x 
r evenue 

Grand to ta l 

155,040,000 153,795,000 
25.750,000 29,175,000 

530,000 530,000 
1,281,000 1,289,000 
2,530,000 2,400.000 

— 1.245,000 
3,475,000 

-f 8,000 
139.000 

30,050,000 33,394,000 

185,090,000 187,189,000 

E X P E N D I T U R E . 

E s t i m a t e d 
1911 12. 

£ 
1912-13. 

£ 

3,344,000 

2,099,000 

Inc . or 
1 )ecrease. 

£ 
I . — C O N S O L I D A T E D 

F U N D S E R V I C E S . 
1. Na t iona l Deb t 

Services : In -
side t h e F ixed 
Debt Charge— 

I n t e r e s t and 
M a n a g e m e n t . . 

R e p a y m e n t of 
Capi ta l 

2. Development and 
R o a d Improve -
m e n t F u n d s . . 

3. P a y m e n t s to Local 
T a x a t i o n Ac-
counts , &c. 

4. O t h e r Consoli-
d a t e d F u n d Ser-
vices 

17,455,000 

7,045,000 

17,333,000 

7,167,000 

24,500,000 24,500,000 — 

1,710,000 

9,636,000 

1,693.000 

1,225,000 

9,584,000 

1,709,000 

To ta l Consol idated 
F u n d Services 37,539,000 

I I . — S U P P L Y S E R -
VICES . 

1. A r m y (including 
O r d n a n c e F a c -
tories) . . . . 27,649,000 

2. N a v y . . . . 42,858,000 
3. Civil Services . . 46,001.000 
4. Cus toms a n d E x -

cise a n d In l and 
R e v e n u e 

37.018.0tM» 

27,860,000 
44,085.000 
49,859,000 

312,000 

312,000 

500,000 

445,000 

35,000 

2,000 

18,000 

-f 170,000 
— 308.000 
+ 2,771,000 

I'otal S u p p l y Ser-
vices . . " . . 141,006,000 149,867,000 5.619,000 

3,951,000 4,254,000 + 259,000 

Grand To ta l . . 178,545,000 186,885.000 -| 5,601,000 

The o u t s t a n d i n g fact of t h e B u d g e t speech, f rom the 
financial point of view, is t h e s t a t emen t tha t t h e whole of 
t he su rp lus of six and a half mill ions t h e grea tes t realised 
surp lus in t h e history of Bri t ish finance- will be held iu 
abeyance pend ing a f u r t h e r proposal to t he House . Ac-
cording to t h e DAILY NEWS, t h e exp lana t ions c u r r e n t in 
t he lobbies were three , viz. : 

(1) Tha t thi" Government , wishes to be provided against 
a large loss of revenue th rough t h e possible, t h o u g h happi ly 
improbable , con t inuance or recur rence of the coal and 
ra i lway s t r ikes . 

(2) T h a t t he uncer ta in posit ion of t h e naval cont roversy 
in G e r m a n y just i f ies tho holding of a t empora ry reserve 
w i t h a view in ce r ta in cont ingencies to Supp lemen ta ry 
E s t i m a t e s b y t h e Admi ra l ty . 

(3) Tha t a considerable g r an t is in con templa t ion for 
t hi1 due i naugura t ion of t lie na t iona l insurance scheme. 

T h e following a r e in teres t ing po in t s f rom Mr. Lloyd 
( leorge 's s t a t ement : 

T h e super - t ax of 6<l. on incomes of over £5,000 produced 
£3,000,000. 

T h e ex t ra 2d. imposed by the 1909 B u d g e t on unearned 
incomes a n d u p o n earned incomes of over £3,000 produced 
last yea r £1.900.000. 

W i t h regard to Dea th Duties. 441,000 adul t d e a t h s 
occurred in t h e Kingdom d u r i n g t h e year . T h e to ta l 
p r o p e r t y pass ing a t d e a t h was £270,000,000. Half of this 
p rope r ty belonged to 970 persons. Three four ths of this 
p rope r ty belonged to 7,000 persons, who owned £5,000 
a n d over. T h e to ta l p roduce of t h e Dea th Duties was 
£6.300,000. 

T h e es t ima ted cost of t h e Insu rance Ac t for the current 
year is £2,600,000. 

T h e es t imated cost of t h e Small Landholders Act 
(Scot land) , is £200,000. 

E d u c a t i o n is e s t ima ted t o cost £364.000 more , t h e Army 
£170,000 more. T h e increase in Pos t Office e s t ima tes is 
d u e to purchase of t h e N a t i o n a l Te lephone Service. 

T h e e s t ima ted loss of r evenue on spiri ts , beer, tobacco , 
and t o a ce r ta in extent t ea a n d sugar , in consequence of t h e 
coal s t r ike, is p u t a t £800.000 u p t o 31st March, and add ing 
t h e p rospec t ive loss, £1,200,000 in all. 

" M I N U S " S I T E V A L U E S . 
In our March issue we gave figures and par t iculars of an 

appeal under t he F inance Act (1909-10) against t h e assess-
m e n t of site va lue a t a " m i n u s " figure. This case has 
since been decided in t he Lands Valuat ion Appeal Court in 
Ed inburgh , and was repor ted widely in t he Press. Tin ' 
following is f rom the TIMES repor t of the Appeal (19th 
April) :— 

T h e up|>ellants were < leorge Herber t , of Pollokshields, 
and o thers t he t e s t a m e n t a r y t rus tees of the late George 
Herber t , who lived at Milngavie. They objected t o t h e 
original assessable site va lue , fixed provisionally a t minus 
£545. on their p rope r ty in Wes t E n d , Pa rk s t reet , Glasgow, 
on the ground tha t the a m o u n t was insufficient, and t h a t 
it should be s ta ted as nil. T h e Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue held t he object ions incompeten t , and the Refer-
ence Commi t t ee remi t ted t he m a t t e r to Mr. T h o m a s Hinnie. 
J u n . , one of t he referees unde r t he Act. 

Mr. Binnie de te rmined (1) t h a t tho original assessable 
site value of t h e land was minus £545, bu t , if it should be 
decided tha t a minus original assessable site value was 
illegal u n d e r t he act , then he a l t e rna t ive ly de termined 
(2) t h a t the original assessable site va lue of the land was 
nil. 

Certain figures were agreed upon . By section 25 (4) 
t he assessable site va lue of land m e a n s the total value 

a f t e r deduc t ing (a) t h e same a m o u n t as is to be deduc ted 
for t he pu rpose of a r r iv ing a t full si te value f rom gross 
va lue ." Deduc t ing £4,320 ( the a m o u n t to bo deduc ted 
for the purpose of arr iving a t full site value f rom gross 
value) f rom £3,775 ( the original to ta l value) left an original 
assessable sito value of minus £545. 
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The a p p e l l a n t s before t h e referee ins is ted t h a t t h e Ac t 
cud n o t a l low of t h e or ig inal assessable s i te va lue being 
f ixed a t a minus q u a n t i t y . T h e referee d id n o t agree wi th 
t f i a t v iew. 

T H E J U D G M E N T . 

L o r d J o h n s t o n g a v e j u d g m e n t t h a t Mr . B inn i e ' s f i rs t 
decision was wrong , and t h a t t h e a l t e r n a t i v e decision was 
r igh t , a f f i rming t h a t tho original assessable s i te va lue was 
nil. T h e a p p e l l a n t s were f o u n d en t i t l ed t o expenses , 
t h e ques t ion was w h e t h e r t he genera l p rov i s ions of t h e Act 
were cons i s t en t wi th a l i teral or r a t h e r a n a lgebra ic appl i -
ca t ion of i t s 25 th sect ion b y which in m a n y cases assessable 
s i te va lue , wh ich was t h e bas is for t h e ca lcu la t ion of incre-
m e n t va lue , m i g h t bo f o u n d to be m a t h e m a t i c a l l y a minus 
q u a n t i t y . T h e s i te v a l u e was j u s t t h e v a l u e of t h e owne r ' s 
i n t e re s t of tho si te . T h a t m i g h t be nil, b u t it cou ld n o t be 
a minus q u a n t i t y . I t w a s conceived of as an assessable 
value . A n assessable v a l u e m u s t bo pos i t ive a n d n o t a 
n e g a t i v e value . I t m i g h t be t h a t tho va lue of t h e owner ' s 
in te res t in t h e si te was r educed t o nil b y reason of t h e 
p r e d o m i n a t i n g va lue of t h e fixed cha rge . I t m i g h t in 
t imo c o m e nea re r t o m e e t i n g t h e fixed cha rge a n d y e t 
still be nil. Ye t t h e C o u r t could n o t f ind g r o u n d in t h e 
in ten t ion a n d scope of t h e s t a t u t e for t h e impl i ca t ion t h a t 
t h e v a l u e of t he o w n e r ' s i n t e re s t w a s he re t o bo s t a t e d no t 
a t i ts t r u e va lue nil, b u t a t t h e a m o u n t of t h e def ic iency to 
mee t t h e fixed c h a r g e or a t a minus q u a n t i t y . 

Lord Salvesen concu r r ed . H e sa id t h a t he proceeded 
ma in ly u p o n t h e g r o u n d t h a t t h e l anguage of t h e s t a t u t e 
m u s t bo c o n s t r u e d a c c o r d i n g to t h e o r d i n a r y a m i popu l a r 
m e a n i n g of t he word used , a n d t h a t t h e w o r d " va lue " 
could n o t inc lude a minus va lue . H e cou ld n o t g a t h e r t h a t 
t h e w o r d " v a l u e " was t o h a v e a m a t h e m a t i c a l or t echnica l 
m e a n i n g as d i s t ingu i shed f r o m its o r d i n a r y s ignif icat ion. 

Lord Cullen also concur red . 

A N A D D I T I O N T O T H E I M P E R I A L AN1) L O C A L 
T A X A T I O N C O M M I T T E E . 

j Accord ing to t h e < ;LASGOW HERALD of Apr i l 20 th , Lord 
P r o v o s t S t evenson . Glasgow, h a s been i nv i t ed b y t h e 
Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r to b e c o m e a m e m b e r of t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t a l C o m m i t t e e on Imper i a l a n d Local T a x a t i o n . 

H O U S I N G C O N D I T I O N S I N D O W L A I S . 
A S T R I K E S I D E L I G H T . 

I n t h e MORNING LEADER of Apr i l 1st, a Specia l Corres-
p o n d e n t of t h a t p a p e r g ives a h a r r o w i n g a c c o u n t of t h e 
hous ing c o n d i t i o n s in Dowla i s , a m i n i n g t o w n in S o u t h 
Wales. T h i s is o n e i n s t a n c e of h o w the" s t r i k e h a s d o n e 
good in a t leas t d r a w i n g a t t e n t i o n t o t h e t e r r i b l e p o v e r t y 
a n d he lp lessness t h a t c r u s h e s t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e workers . 
T h e f o l l o w i n g is t h e MORNINO L E A D E R C o r r e s p o n d e n t ' s 
s t o r y :— 

T h e r e will n e v e r b e a r i g h t u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e s e 
w i d e s p r e a d a n d d i s a s t r o u s s t r ikes u n t i l it is k n o w n b v 
e v e r y b o d y t h a t t b e a w f u l d i s t ress t h e y cause (as I h a v e 
loutid in S o u t h Wales ) is, in t h e m a i n , but. ch ron ic p o v e r t y 
t u r n e d i n t o a b s o l u t e d e s t i t u t i o n b y o n e w e e k ' s id leness . 

W e l s h m e n a r e a n g r y wi th c e r t a i n L o n d o n j o u r n a l s 
because t h e i r c o r r e s p o n d e n t s h a v e t o ld t h e c o u n t r y t h a t 
t h e s t r i k e h a s m a d e ch i ld r en h u n g r y , a n d it is a f a c t t h a t 
one or t w o c o r r e s p o n d e n t s h a v e h a d t o l eave W e l s h t o w n s . 
T h e W e l s h m e n were a n g r y n o t b e c a u s e t h e s e wr i t e r s sa id 
t h e r e was su f f e r i ng in Wales , b u t b e c a u s e t h e y sa id t h e 
s t r i k e c a u s e d it . 

I c a n u n d e r s t a n d t h e a n g e r which t h a t rouses he re , f o r 
t h e r e is n o e x c u s e for s u c h a m i s t a k e . T h e m o s t un in te l l i -
g e n t m a n in a h u r r y w o u l d n o t be so s t u p i d as t o m a k e it . I t 
is wi l fu l pe rve r s ion of t h e t r u t h fo r a ba se pm-pose. . . . 

Y e s t e r d a y f j ou rneyed u p t h e R h y m n e y a n d M e r t h v r 
va l leys t o M e r t h y r a n d Dowlais , a n d 1 t h i n k if I cou ld 
se t d o w n al l I h e a r d a n d s aw in t h o s e va l leys , t h e n t h e 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n of t h e m i n e r s wou ld be b e t t e r u n d e r s t o o d in 
London . . . . I n t h e s e love ly va l leys , wh ich e v e n t h e 
collieries a n d t h e t ips c a n n o t e n t i r e l y d i s f igure , p o v e r t y 
o v e r c r o w d e d i n t o u n i n h a b i t a b l e hove l s is a s h a m e l e s s 
hor ror , a n d a n of fence t o w h o e v e r passes . 

Dowlais , fo r in s t ance , m a k e s a d e c e n t person p h y s i c a l l y 
ill. I a d m i t i t is an e x t r e m e e x a m p l e , b u t t h e r e is no w o r d 
which a d e q u a t e l y fi ts t h e i n f a m y of i ts c o n t i n u e d e x i s t e n c e . 
I t is n o t a t o w n , b u t a d i sgus t ing a n d i n f ec t i ous d i sease . 

O n e l eaves Dowla i s a s t o n i s h e d , n o t so m u c h b y w h a t he 

has seen as b y t h e f a c t t h a t a civil ised c o m m u n i t y , c a r e f u l 
of i ts f u t u r e a n d i ts g rowing life, s h o u l d n o t a t once c u t i t 
o u t , fo r i t poisons t h e social o rgan i sm t o w h i c h i t is a t t a c h e d . 

__ T h e W e l s h rebe l is n o t a r g u e d i n t o a f r a m e of m i n d b y 
K a r l M a r x ; t h e ba se of his creed is n o t ail economic t h e o r y , 
b u t a n e th i ca l one . H e is a rebel f o r t h e s a m e r eason t h a t 
s o m e peop le a r e r e l ig ious—crue l ty a n d in jus t i ce m a k e a 
f a n a t i c of h i m . 

W h a t is Dowla i s l ike, t h e n , y o u a s k ? T o b e q u i t e 
cand id , Dowla i s is la rge ly u n p r i n t a b l e . I t is a m o n s t e r 
d e v o u r i n g i ts y o u n g . I t s folk a r e la rge ly cave-dwel le r s 
on a b l a c k e n e d hil lside ; i t s houses were b u i l t on t h e a s s u m p -
t i on t h a t a l a b o u r e r is w o r t h no m o r e t h a n 12s. a week , a n d 
i ts p r o b l e m of o v e r c r o w d i n g is so gross t h a t L o n d o n e r s 
who r e m e m b e r t h e E a s t - e n d rooker ies h a v e no d a t a for 
guess ing a t Dowlais . 

Now t h a t t h e coal w a r h a s p u t n e a r l y all in M e r t h y r , 
P e n y d a r r e n , a n d Dowla i s—al l one t o w n r e a l l y — e i t h e r o u t 
of work or on s h o r t t ime , t h e d is t ress he re m a y b e j u d g e d ; 
b u t I fo rgo t a n y q u e s t i o n of p r i v a t i o n m a d e a c u t e w h e n I 
go t t o Dowlais . E x c e p t t h a t Dowla i s is b lack , i t r e m i n d e d 
m e , in i t s smells , squa lo r , a n d h e a p e d a n d p r o m i s c u o u s 
hovels , of t h e n a t i v e q u a r t e r of Algiers. One ge t s los t in 
a wel te r of hove l s on a s t e e p a n d d i r t y hil lside, w h i c h a re 
k e p t a p a r t b y a few t h o r o u g h f a r e s , b u t aro p i led indis-
c r i m i n a t e l y one on a n o t h e r . 

I t is a h u d d l e of dens ; i t s rooms a r e as d i sma l a s caves , 
a n d a decen t life in s u c h a p lace Would be a heroic life. 
A large n u m b e r of t h e houses a r e e i t he r b a c k t o b a c k , or 
b u i l t a g a i n s t t h e hil lside. T h e y h a v e no t h r o u g h v e n t i l a t i o n 
a n d the i r m e a g r e w indows a d m i t l i t t l e l ight . 

Y o u e n t e r a h a b i t a t i o n f r o m a b o v e , a n d f ind l a d d e r s 
a n d n a r r o w passages , r a m i f y i n g i n to v a r y i n g dens , w h e r e 
S p a n i a r d s , I r i sh , a n d Wel sh fami l ies a r e i n t e r m i n g l e d , a n d 
b y l u c k — y o u r h e a d a c h i n g w i t h t h e s u l p h u r o u s s m o k e a n d 
t h e smel l of gar l ic a n d t h i n g s which c a n n o t escape f r o m 
t h e w a r r e n — a t las t y o u e m e r g e lower d o w n t h e hill . 

I h e a r d t h a t t h e lodgers were a r r a n g e d on a d a y a n d 
n i g h t s h i f t in s o m e Dowla i s houses, t h e b e d s be ing a l w a y s 
occup ied . 

T h o u g h 1 le f t sick a n d ill w i t h w h a t m y gu ide (who 
k n o w s Dowla i s well) was d e t e r m i n e d I shou ld exper i ence , 
he sti l l h a d o n e m o r e t h i n g t o s h o w m e . H e t o o k m e t o 
a t w o - r o o m e d hove l w h e r e a large f a m i l y l ived, f a r be low 
t h e level of t h e s t r ee t . Be fo re i t w a s t h e s t e e p s lope of 
b lack r e fuse f r o m t h e i ronworks , a n d t h e r e , in a c o r n e r of 
t h a t t i n y k i t c h e n , filled w i t h ch i ld ren , w a s w a i t i n g for 
b u r i a l t h e coff ined b o d y of t h e m o t h e r ' s s i s te r . 

T H E A N N U A L I N C R E A S E I N M A N C H E S T E R 
L A N D V A L U E S . 

A t a m e e t i n g of t h e Gene ra l P u r p o s e s C o m m i t t e e of t h e 
M a n c h e s t e r T o w n Counci l o n 6 th M a r c h , in t h e d e b a t e 
o n t h e Glasgow C o r p o r a t i o n ' s a p p e a l fo r s u p p o r t in p e t i t i o n -
ing P a r l i a m e n t for powers t o r a t e l a n d va lues , Counci l lor 
J o h n s o n , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e BURY TIMES of 9 t h M a r c h , 
sa id t h a t in 1881 t h e M a n c h e s t e r C o r p o r a t i o n sold land 
in Cross S t r ee t a t £60 a y a r d , a n d a few y e a r s ago t h e y p a i d 
£137 a y a r d fo r l and in t h e s a m e s t r e e t . T h e a n n u a l 
inc rease in t h e v a l u e of Manches t e r l and w a s one mil l ion 
p o u n d s . 

T H E T A B A R D S T R E E T ( S O U T H W A R K ) C L E A R A N C E 
S C H E M E . 

According to t h e ESTATES GAZETTE of M a r c h 30 th , 
on March 13th t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d issued a n o rde r 
conf i rming t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y Counci l ' s s cheme fo r t h e 
c lea rance of t h e i n s a n i t a r y a reas of T a b a r d S t r e e t a n d 
G r o t t o P lace , S o u t h w a r k , a n d Crosby R o w , B e r m o n d s e y 
(see LAND VALUES, D e c e m b e r , 1910). 

T h e gross cos t of t h e i m p r o v e m e n t as s u b m i t t e d t o t h e 
Local G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd , exclus ive of t h e cost of e rec t ing 
new dwell ings, was e s t i m a t e d a t £468,500, t o which m u s t 
be a d d e d £4.800 for l ay ing o u t an open space , m a k i n g a 
t o t a l of £473,300. T h e va lue of t h e su rp lu s l a n d s a n d 
r ehous ing s i tes w a s p u t a t £85,000, m a k i n g a n e t e s t i m a t e 
of £382,900. exclus ive of t h e cos t of t h e open space . T h e 
r e q u i r e m e n t of t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d in t h e m a t t e r 
of r ehous ing reduces t h e va lue of t h e s u r p l u s l and b y £8,600, 
m a k i n g a t o t a l e s t i m a t e d r e c o u p m e n t of £77,100, whi ls t 
t h e exclus ion of St . S t e p h e n ' s V ica r age f r o m t h e scheme 
will resul t in a sav ing of a p p r o x i m a t e l y £1,500, so t h a t t h e 
gross cos t of t h e s cheme is now e s t i m a t e d a t £467,000. a n d 
t h e n e t cos t a t £389,900. 
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POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION. 

T H E B U D G E T L A N D V A L U E D U T I E S . 

STATEMENTS BY MR. LLOYD GEORGE AND 
MR. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN. 

I n t h e course of h is s t a t e m e n t i n t r o d u c i n g t he 1912-13 
B u d g e t in t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s 011 2nd Apri l , t h e 
Chance l lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r said :— 

T h a v e n o d o u b t 1 sha l l be asked , W h a t a b o u t t h e L a n d 
T a x e s ? F r o m t h e k ind of s t a t e m e n t s which a re be ing m a d e , 
a n y o n e m i g h t i m a g i n e t h a t I h a d a n t i c i p a t e d t h e L a n d 
T a x e s w o u l d p r o d u c e mil l ions d u r i n g t he first few years , 
a n d t h a t 1 re l ied o n t h e m as t h e m a i n s t a y of m y f inancial 
p rov is ion for necessa ry re fo rms . I t was q u i t e t h e reverse . 
I m a d e it pe r f ec t ly clear t h a t t he t a x wh ich I pu t 
f o r w a r d as t h e m o s t p r o d u c t i v e , t h e I n c r e m e n t T a x , was 
a t a x w h i c h m u s t necessar i ly be p o s t p o n e d for a few yea r s , 
a n d , as a m a t t e r of fac t , Lo rd l iosebery , in his g r ea t a t t a c k 
on t h e B u d g e t , r e f e r r ed t o t he L a n d T a x as " t h a t v io len t 
o n s l a u g h t on t h e Iand w h i c h is, accord ing t o t h e s t a t e m e n t s 
of i t s p r o m o t e r s , t o b r ing in l i t t le or n o t h i n g . " T h a t w a s 
sa id a t t h e t ime . I n d e e d , fo r t h e f irs t few y e a r s 1 agreed 
t h a t half t h e r e v e n u e f r o m t h e m shou ld be g iven t o t h e local 
au tho r i t i e s . I could n o t , t he re fo re , h a v e felt dependen t 
on t h e r e v e n u e f r o m t h e rece ip t s of t h e L a n d T a x e s for t h e 
p u r p o s e s of d e f r a y i n g t h e general cha rges w h i c h I s a w in 
s igh t . T h e y h a v e been in ope ra t i on t w o years . L a s t 
y e a r I e s t i m a t e d t h e r e v e n u e a t £700,000. T h e y h a v e 
real ised £200,000 less t h a n t h a t , b u t t h a t is less t h a n one 
pe r cen t , of t h e t o t a l f inance p r o d u c e d b y t h e B u d g e t . 
Le t m e po in t ou t t h a t in t he n a t u r e of t h i n g s t h e y c a n n o t , 
for a few years , p r o d u c e a large r evenue . T h e va lua t i on 
will n o t be c o m p l e t e for fou r or f ive yea r s f r o m t h e d a t e of 
t h e B u d g e t — I said so a t t h e t i m e — a n d y o u c a n n o t levy 
t h e U n d e v e l o p e d L a n d T a x un t i l t h e v a l u a t i o n is comple t e . 
W e h a v e a l r eady va lued one- f i f th of t h e l and of t h e K i n g d o m . 
I l iave n o d o u b t a t all t h a t , p r e l im ina ry diff icul t ies h a v i n g 
been ove rcome , a n d t h e staff h a v i n g lieen inc reased , we shall 
va lue a t a g r e a t l y acce le ra ted pace , a n d a t t h e end—wel l , 
w i t h i n t h e t l i ree yea r s 1 h a v e m e n t i o n e d - we shal l h a v e in 
t his c o u n t r y w h a t t h e y h a v e in e v e r y o t h e r c ivi l ised c o u n t r y , 
a g r e a t n a t i o n a l s u r v e y of t h e l a n d , w h i c h will be ava i lab le 
for t h e p u r p o s e s of t h e r e a d j u s t m e n t of local t a x a t i o n , a n d 
which , 1 h a v e no d o u b t , will be ava i l ab l e fo r equa l l y impor-
t a n t p u b l i c p u r p o s e s of a n o t h e r c h a r a c t e r . 

B u t e v e n if t h e whole U n d e v e l o p e d D u t y c a m e in I neve r 
p u t it h ighe r t h a n £300.000. T h e Revers ion D u t y I neve r 
p u t v e r y high, a n d t h e Roya l t i e s 1 p u t a t £350,000, a n d t h e y 
aga in c a n n o t go h ighe r w i t h o u t p u t t i n g m o r e on t h e m . 
T h e r e f o r e these t l i ree t a x e s were n e v e r e s t i m a t e d t o p roduce 
v e r y m u c h in f u t u r e . T h e t h r e e were e s t i m a t e d t o p roduce 
less t h a n a mil l ion s te r l ing , a n d t h e only t a x wh ich I looked 
f o r w a r d t o as be ing of a v e r y p r o d u c t i v e c h a r a c t e r was t h e 
I n c r e m e n t D u t y . I a m still of t h a t op in ion . B u t . in t h e 
v e r y n a t u r e of t h ings i t is a t a x wh ich will y ie ld r e v e n u e 
only t h e f u t u r e . W h y ? Y o u t a x u p o n t h e i nc r emen t 
on t h e va lue as fixed in Apr i l , 1909. a n d you h a v e t o wait 
un t i l t h e l and increases in va lue f r o m t h a t d a t e . T h e r e 
was a n A m e n d m e n t passed in C o m m i t t e e t h a t t h e r e shou ld 
be 10 pe r cen t , on t h e t o p of t h a t . You h a v e , t he re fo re , 
t o w a i t n o t me re ly till t h e va lue of t h e land grows, a n d it is 
g rowing v e r y r a p i d l y in sp i t e of t h e L a n d T a x , you h a v e t o 
wai t till i t g rows a b o v e t h e 10 pe r cen t , which is added on. 
I h a v e a t e s t wh ich I a m p r e p a r e d t o pu t t o those w h o 
c o n t e n d t h a t t hese t a x e s a re n o t going t o p r o d u c e m u c h 
m o n e y . W e give a ce r t a in a m o u n t of m o n e y to t h e local 
a u t h o r i t i e s for themse lves . W e give one-half of t h e L a n d 
T a x . I bel ieve t h a t b a r g a i n exp i res n e x t yea r . If t h e r e 
is a n y o n e in th i s C o m m i t t e e w h o believes t h a t these t a x e s 
a re n o t go ing t o yield a real r e v e n u e in t h e f u t u r e th i s is 
t he i r o p p o r t u n i t y . Are t h e y p r e p a r e d t o release t h e 
E x c h e q u e r f r o m t h e ob l iga t ion which it is u n d e r t o res to re 
t h a t half t o t h e local a u t h o r i t i e s ? If so, fo r how m u c h ? 
I a m q u i t e willing t o m a k e a ba rga in , a n d I h a v e n o d o u b t 
a t all t h a t , if i t is d o n e o n t h e e s t i m a t e s p laced on t he I .and 
T a x e s on pub l i c p l a t f o r m s a n d in t he H o u s e of C o m m o n s 
b y the i r cr i t ics , t h e E x c h e q u e r is going t o m a k e a v e r y good 
b a r g a i n indeed . 

MR. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN APPEALS FOR AN 
INQUIRY INTO T H E VALUATION. 

Oid a n y b o d y ever p r e t e n d he (Mr. Lloyd George) was 
n o t going t o get a g r ea t deal of m o n e y f r o m t h e t a x e s he 
proposed in 1909-10 ? T o s o m e of t he most, r e m u n e r a t i v e 
of t h e t a x e s t h e n imposed for t h e first, t ime no ob jec t ion in 
pr inciple was raised f r o m th i s s ide of t h e House. T h e 
r e m a r k a b l e t h i n g a b o u t t h e B u d g e t of 1909 -10 a f t e r t h r ee 
yea rs ' exper ience was t h a t t h e t a x e s about, which t h e 
b a t t l e waged fiercest, for which t h e Chancel lor of t he 
E x c h e q u e r c o n t e n d e d m o s t s t rong ly , t o which he a t t a c h e d 
t he g r e a t e s t i m p o r t a n c e , which real ly were t he chi ldren of 
his own pa r t i cu la r love, h a v e yie lded r evenue u t t e r l y 
negligible on a ba lance-shee t so h u g e as ours at. t h e cost of 
an e x p e n d i t u r e f a r exceed ing t h a t r evenue in a m o u n t . 
N o w a d a y s t he Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r no longer 
p r e t e n d s t h a t these t a x e s a r e or were ever m e a n t t o lie in 
the i r p r e s e n t f o rm a n d as a p p r o v e d by t he House of Com-
mons a g r e a t fiscal m a c h i n e . No such claim is m a d e for t hem. 

T h e C H A N C E L L O R OF T H E E X C H E Q U E R : Y e s . c e r t a i n l y . 
M r . A U S T E N C H A M B E R L A I N : O n t h e c o n t r a r y . 
T h e C H A N C E L L O R OF T H E E X C H E Q U E R : T h e r i g h t h o n . 

g e n t l e m a n m a y t a k e his own view. I c la im t h a t i nc remen t 
d u t y will p r o d u c e a v e r y cons iderable revenue . 

Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: H o p e spr ings e t e r n a l in t h e 
Chancel lor of t he E x c h e q u e r ' s b reas t . He has e s t i m a t e d 
t he r evenue f r o m th i s d u t y a n d t h e o t h e r l and t a x e s several 
t imes on a c o n s t a n t l y decreas ing scale, and it lias never 
come u p to a n y of his e s t ima te s . T h e real m e r i t of t he 
t a x in t h e eyes of t h e Chancel lor of t h e E x c h e q u e r is in 
t h e possibi l i t ies that, lie b e h i n d it . As the r igh t hon. 
g e n t l e m a n says t o -day , so l i t t le did he th ink of t h e tax 
t h a t he g lad ly m a d e a p resen t of half of it t o t h e local 
au thor i t i e s . H e who has bragged of t h e relief he has given 
t o t he local au tho r i t i e s h a s said : — " W a s it likely I should 
expec t t o ge t m u c h f r o m t h a t when I gave a w a y half 
of it. t o t he local a u t h o r i t i e s '! Do y o u t h i n k 1 a m the 
k ind of m a n w h o is l ikely to g ive a w a y a t a x if there is 
m o n e y in it ? " W e who k n o w t h e Chancel lor of t h e 
E x c h e q u e r will r ead i ly r e spond w i t h t he nega t i ve answer 
which he expec ted f r o m us. T h e va lue of t he t a x , it. is 
sa id , lies in t h e va lua t ion which was i n t roduced as t he 
necessary basis of it . I t is wor th while t o spend some 
mill ions in g e t t i n g a smal l r evenue , because you get a real ly 
t r u s t w o r t h y s u r v e y of t h e land va lue s of t h e c o u n t r y on 
which you can base t h e r e f o r m of local t a x a t i o n a n d f rom 
which y o u can d r a w bound less resources for t h e T r e a s u r y . 

If t h e v a l u a t i o n were pe r f ec t a n d if y o u on t h a t va lua t ion 
raised f resh t a x e s in relief of r a t e s , you would no t h a v e 
touched t h e g rea t i nequa l i ty of o u r present r a t i n g sys t em 
which is t h e unequa l t r e a t m e n t of r e a l t y a n d l ie rsonal ty . 
T h e m o r e y o u p u t on t o y o u r new va lua t ion in relief of 
local r a t e s t h e m o r e y o u a re t a x i n g rea l ty , or a t least y o u 
a re on ly sh i f t i ng t h e b u r d e n s f r o m one f o r m of r ea l t y t o 
a n o t h e r . Y o u a re n o t b r ing ing in p e r s o n a l t y t o s h a r e t he 
b u r d e n s which now fall w i th u n d u e weight on r ea l ty . Th i s 
va lua t ion is b y c o m m o n consen t a fanci fu l v a l u a t i o n . 
You a r e va lu ing s o m e t h i n g which in n ine cases o u t of 
ten never comes in to t h e m a r k e t . Y o u r t a x is levied n o t 
on a n y def in i t e basis of f ac t , b u t on a ba l ance of specu la t ive 
op in ions as t o p robabi l i t i es and possibi l i t ies , on w h a t some 
a r b i t r a t o r m a y d e t e r m i n e as be ing t h e m o s t reasonable 
m e a n be tween t he u n r e a s o n a b l e specu la t ions of expert, 
wi tnesses e m p l o y e d on e i the r side. I s t h a t a hopefu l 
basis fo r ra is ing large s u m s of m o n e y ? 1 t h i n k e v e r y t h i n g 
t h a t ha s h a p p e n e d in t h e fixing of t hese va lues has t ended 
t o con f i rm t h e opin ions we expressed t h a t t h e Chancel lor 
of t h e E x c h e q u e r h a d n o t f o u n d a su i t ab le basis for a 
workab le s y s t e m . T h e m a t t e r becomes of increased 
i m p o r t a n c e when t h e Chancel lor of t he E x c h e q u e r po in t s 
t o th i s as his g r ea t resource a g a i n s t f u t u r o needs . I t 
becomes u r g e n t t o t e s t t h e accu racy of t h e v a l u a t i o n s which 
a re being m a d e . L a s t D e c e m b e r I t h i n k t h e Chancel lor 
of t he E x c h e q u e r agreed that, we o u g h t t o h a v e an inqu i ry 
a t an ea r ly d a t e in to t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e va lua t i ons tha t 
h a d been m a d e . H e t h o u g h t such an i nqu i ry m i g h t 
p r o d u c e resu l t s v e r y u n p a l a t a b l e tD us. I do n o t inqui re 
w h e t h e r t h e resu l t s a r e going t o be u n p a l a t a b l e t o indi-
v i d u a l s or n o t , w h e t h e r t h e y a re go ing as a whole t o p r o v e 
t h e case of one p a r t y or n o t , b u t I s ay t h a t when such 
i m p o r t a n c e is given t o t h e v a l u a t i o n as t h e Chancel lor of 
t h e E x c h e q u e r , gives w h e n dn i t d e p e n d s t he a m o u n t of 
t a x a t i o n p a y a b l e b y count less people t h r o u g h o u t t h e 



334 Land Values. May, 1912. 

c o u n t r y , i t is of t h e g rea t e s t i m p o r t a n c e t h a t we should 
know w h e t h e r it is one t h a t ought t o c o m m a n d our respect , 
whe the r it has been sa t i s fac tor i ly car r ied ou t , whe the r t he 
condi t ions of t h e law which regula te t he way it has been 
carr ied o u t a re such as can be fulfi l led sa t i s fac tor i ly in 
pract ice. 

I invi te t b e Chancel lor of the E x c h e q u e r now, w i t h o u t 
f u r t h e r de lay , to a p p o i n t th is commission of inqu i ry . 1 
call it a commission of inqui ry , b u t I do not w a n t t o b ind 
myself or t he Chancellor of the E x c h e q u e r by t h e exact 
t e r m s I use to describe it . 

RATING SURVEYORS' ASSOCIATION ON T H E TRACK 
OF T H E UNITED COMMITTEE. 

T h e fol lowing words a r e f r o m a r a t h e r prosaic p a p e r 
by Mr. W . I*. R y a n , K.S.I, , read a t t h e genera l m e e t i n g of 
L be R a t e p a y e r s ' Associat ion, a p p e a r i n g in t b e LAND AgKNTS* 
RECORD, March 2.'!rd. 

While we a ro c o m f o r t i n g ourselves w i t h t h e belief t h a t 
t he r e will be 110 t ime for legislat ion a f fec t ing r a t i n g a n d tbe 
incidence of r a t e s a n d t a x e s for s o m e t i m e t o come, a mos t 
vigorous c a m p a i g n is be ing carr ied on t h r o u g h o u t t he 
c o u n t r y to educa t e t he people as t o t he immense a d v a n t a g e s 
which it is alleged will result, f rom t a x i n g t h e land ; t o t h e 
relief of t h e r a t epaye r s . 

T o t hose who do no t t a k e t he t roub le to m a k e themse lves 
a c q u a i n t e d wi th w h a t is a f o o t , it will come a su rpr i se t o 
learn t h a t t h e " Uni ted C o m m i t t e e fo r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
V a l u e s " publ ished in 1911 no less t h a n f i f ty million a n d 
d i s t r i b u t e d 2.'I0 million leaflets f rom house t o house in 234 
cons t i tuencies , upon which work t h e y expended £5,000. 

T h e income of th i s C o m m i t t e e for t h e pas t vea r was 
£10.651. 

This C o m m i t t e e has 170 Radical and L a b o u r m e m b e r s 
of P a r l i a m e n t p ledged to i ts p r o g r a m m e , w h o h a v e p resen ted 
a Memorial t o t h e P r i m e Minister a n d Chancel lor of t he 
E x c h e q u e r , in which t h e y ask : 

(1) T h a t land v a l u a t i o n s under t be F i n a n c e Act be 
ha s t ened . 

(2) T h a t such v a l u a t i o n s shall be accessible t o t h e 
publ ic . 

(')) T h a t loeal au tho r i t i e s be e m p o w e r e d t o levy r a t e s 
on t h e basis of these va lua t ions . 

(4) T h a t a b u d g e t t a x on t b e bas is of such land va lues 
be app l ied t o : 
(a) p rov id ing a na t iona l f u n d to be a l loca ted 

t o w a r d s t be cost of educa t i on , poor relief, ma in 
roads , a sy lums , and police, t h e r e b y r educ ing 
t h e local r a t e s , a n d 

(h) iii s u b s t i t u t i o n of t h e d u t i e s on tea , sugar , 
cocoa, a n d o the r ar t ic les of food. 

T h e Un i t ed C o m m i t t e e is now d r a f t i n g a Bil l fo r t h e 
r a t i n g of l a n d values . 

1 pause here t o point, out t o you t h a t t h o u g h t h e proposa ls 
con ta ined in t h e Memoria l a r e os tensibly des igned to r educe 
local ra tes , t h e real i n t e n t i o n is n o t t o relieve local r a t e -
payers , bu t t o relieve t h e Impe r i a l E x c h e q u e r of some 
twen ty - s ix t o t h i r t y mill ions, now paid as g r a n t s in a id 
t o w a r d s t he relief of local r a t e s , a n d t o impose local t a x a t i o n 
t o raise t h a t s u m . in a d d i t i o n to t h e p re sen t r a t e s 

B e yond the publ ic i ty ga ined by house- to -house canvass-
ing for t h e pr inciples of conf isca t ion , 200 newspape r s 
publ ished special ar t icles sen t out b y t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e ' s 
Press B u r e a u , a n d 200 newspaper s , in add i t ion , publ ished 
i tems of news a n d le t ters t>n the sub j ec t . 

LAND VALUES, t h e m o n t h l y j o u r n a l of t h e Uni ted 
Commi t t ee , lias a c i rcu la t ion of 90.600 copies per a n n u m . 

T h e l i t e ra tu re of t be U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e has been dis-
t r ibu ted in 105 Engl ish bo roughs a n d e igh ty-seven count ies . 

I have gone in to t lu ?se de ta i l s t o show y o u t h a t ser ious 
work is be ing done , a n d n e i t h e r expense n o r t roub le is being 
spared to p r o p a g a t e t h e pr inciples of spo l ia t ion . 

Most of you are . no d o u b t , a w a r e t h a t a D e p a r t m e n t a l 
Commi t t ee is now s i t t ing , wh ich has been a p p o i n t e d t o 

" Inqui re in to t he changes wh ich h a v e t a k e n place in t h e 
re la t ions be tween I m p e r i a l a n d local t a x a t i o n s ince t he 
report of t he Roya l Commiss ion on Local T a x a t i o n in 
1901 ; t o e x a m i n e t h e severa l proposa ls m a d e in t he r epor t s 
of t h a t Commiss ion , a n d t o m a k e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s on 
tho subject for t h e cons ide ra t ion of H i s Ma jes ty ' s 
G o v e r n m e n t , w i t h a view t o t h e in t roduc t ion of legisla-
t ion a t a n ear ly d a t e . " 

This C o m m i t t e e has been a n d is now hea r ing ev idence 
on site va lue t a x a t i o n a n d t h e re la t ive mer i t s of that, m e t h o d 
of a s sessment a n d the ex is t ing m e t h o d for Imper i a l and 
local t a x a t i o n . 

T h e Uni ted C o m m i t t e e has n o t ye t p u t f o r w a r d a n y 
wi tnesses t o e x p o u n d i ts policy, b u t i t s r ep resen ta t ives iii 
P a r l i a m e n t , k n o w n as t h e " L a n d Values G r o u p , " have , I 
u n d e r s t a n d , s en t delegates , who h a v e given ev idence on 
behalf of t h a t g roup . 

These de lega tes liave essayed t o p rove t h e jus t ice of im-
posing such add i t iona l t a x e s on land as will p rov ide an 
a n n u a l s u m suff ic ient t o d e f r a y (1) t h e cost of t h e m a i n l y 
na t iona l services, (2) t h e whole cost ol' loeal e x p e n d i t u r e 
(as r e c o m m e n d e d by Sir Lawrence G o m m e t o t h e R o y a l 
Commission, p. 242). T h e a m o u n t requ i red t o d e f r a y the 
cos t of (I) t o be raised by levying a Budget t a x on all land 
values. T h e suggested levy t o be na t iona l , a n d t h e a r ea 
ol such levy t o be large enough t o allow t h e proceeds f rom 
the high values a t t h e cen t res of popu la t ion t o be pooled 
wi th t h e small yields of t he ru ra l d is t r ic ts , so t h a t t b e 
munic ipal i t ies shall not e n j o y t h e benefi t of t be levy fo r 
t h e locali ty in which the l ands a re s i t ua t e , b u t t h e m o n e y 
so raised on l ands wi th in the i r a rea i.s t o be sp read b r o a d c a s t 
over t he c o u n t r y . T h e L a n d Values G r o u p allege t h a t " t he 
c la ims of t he ru ra l d i s t r ic t s t o sha re in t h e land va lues 
of t he towns , and of t he Eas t E n d t o sha re in t h e land va lues 
of t be Ci ty a n d West E n d , seem ind i spu t ab l e . " 

T h e G r o u p d e m a n d s t h a t t h e Budge t va lua t ion should be 
a m e n d e d — 

(1) T o m a k e provis ion for periodical r e -va lua t ion to 
give a basis for a n n u a l levies. 

(2) T h a t t be assessable s i te va lue should inc lude the 
whole u n i m p r o v e d site va lue w i thou t deduc t i on 
for fixed charges . 

(.'!) T h e r e should be exc luded f r o m t h e assessable s i te 
va lue t h e value of all agr icu l tu ra l i m p r o v e m e n t s 
m a d e wi th in t he t w e n t y - o n e years prior t o t b e 
pass iug of t he Ac t . 

(4) T h e assessable s i te va lue should inc lude t h e va lue 
of minera l s w h e t h e r worked or no t . 

^Dur ing t h e d e b a t e ill t h e House of C o m m o n s on F e b r u a r y 
17th , Mr. Lloyd George promised t h a t t h e evidence given 
before t b e D e p a r t m e n t a l Commi t t ee would sho r t l y be 
publ i shed. I a m , there fore , n o t gui l ty of a n y b r e a c h of 
confidence in refer r ing t o i n fo rma t ion as t o t h e proceedings 
which I h a v e gleaned. 

T H E NEW LABOUR DAILY ON MINING ROYALTIES. 

In t b e first n u m b e r of t h e DAILY HERALD, publ i shed on 
Apri l 15th, appea red t h e following edi tor ia l under t h e 
head ing " Get on or Get o u t . " 

I t is l amen tab l e t h a t t h e coal s t r ike, w i th all its a t t e n d -
a n t t ragedies , should h a v e been al lowed t o conclude 
w i thou t public a t t e n t i o n hav ing been focussed on t be 
scandal of t h e min ing royal t ies . T h e " owners " of these 
bu rdens on indus t ry did no th ing—need we s a y ?—to 
put t h e coal u n d e r t h e ea r th . T h e y do n o t h i n g now to 
help br ing i t up . W h y then should t h e y be al lowed to 
bleed t h e c o m m u n i t y t o t h e t u n e of six mill ions s te r l ing 
lier a n n u m ? These mill ions a re r ipe, r o t t e n r ipe, for 
dras t ic t a x a t i o n ; t a x a t i o n of a cha rac t e r t h a t will in 
t h e course of a few years t r ans fe r t h e m f r o m t h e pocke t s 
of t h e drones , who now benefi t , to t h e coffers of t h e S t a t e . 
There a re o the r sources of unearned i n c r e m e n t which i t is 
scandalous t ha t t he Chancellor of t h e E x c h e q u e r shoidd 
ignore. T h e Government , and t h e Liberal p a r t y a r e 
pledged t o t h e hilt t o t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values. 
When a re t h e y going t o t r ans l a t e those pledges in to 
act ion ? T h e Lloyd George B u d g e t of 1909 m a d e bu t 
a beginning - a n d a t imid one a t t h a t . I t is m o n s t r o u s 
tha t while t h e w o r k m a n is still t axed to t h e t u n e of 
millions per a n n u m on his food, t h e landlord, " who 
grows r icher in his s leep."—of course a t t h e expense of 
t b e c o m m u n i t y - should get off prac t ica l ly scot f ree . 
If the G o v e r n m e n t wish to regain t h e lost conf idence ol" 
t be workers , let. t h e m give proof of the i r ea rnes tness 
in th i s m a t t e r . Fai l ing that, t hey m u s t n o t be surpr i sed 
if t he {Hiwer passes f rom tlieir h a n d s t o those of a p a r t y 
whose proposals aro m o r e thorough going, and who. above 
all, are in real earnest.. 
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WIDNES. 
There was a fu l l a t t e n d a n c e a t t he Withies Liberal Club 

on M o n d a y evening for a m e e t i n g under the auspices of 
t he c lub a n d the Uni ted Commi t t ee for tho T a x a t i o n of Land 
Values. Mr. P . W. R a f f a n , M.P. , for Leigh, was t o have 
been t h e speaker , b u t was de ta ined in t he House of 
Commons , and his place was t a k e n b y Mr. J o h n Bagot , of 
Middleton. Mr. Twiss, c h a i r m a n of t he club, presided, and 
s u p p o r t i n g h im. iu addi t ion to t h e speaker , were Councillor 
I). Lewis, Mr. Weller . Secre ta ry Manchester Land Values 
League, a n d Mr. F r a n k F o x . of War r ing ton . T h e cha i rman 
a n n o u n c e d t h a t Mr. Max Muspra t t was unable t o preside 
owing t o t he dis locat ion of t h e t ra in service. 

A f t e r a n in teres t ing speech f r o m Mr. Bagot 011 the cause 
of l abour unres t , in which he showed t h a t it was a wages 
problem a n d t h a t land values t axa t ion was t he remedy, 
Mr. F o x moved the following resolution :-

This mee t ing declares i ts hea r t y app rova l of the 
proposa l t o t a x a n d r a t e land values con ta ined in t h e 
r ecen t L a n d and T a x a t i o n R e f o r m Memorial , a n d calls 
upon t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o put those proposals in to opera-
t ion a t t he earliest possible m o m e n t . F u r t h e r , in view 
of t h e s t a t e m e n t m a d e b y the Chancellor of t h e E x c h e q u e r , 
t h a t t h e va lua t ion of land will not. be comple ted un t i l 
1914, t h i s mee t ing urges t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o consider 
o the r m e t h o d s of va lua t ion if t h e p resen t m e t h o d canno t 
be car r ied ou t more, speedily. 
Mr. A. H . Weller seconded , ami t h e resolution was carr ied 

unan imous ly . 
T h e WIDNES WEEKLY NEWS of March 29th gave a good 

repor t of t h e meet ing . 

MID-DERBY. 
U n d e r t hc auspices of t he U n i t e d Commi t t ee , Mr. R. L. 

O u t h w a i t e addressed t w o large public meet ings in t he 
Division on Land R e f o r m and L a b o u r U n r e s t . T h e first 
was held in t he Publ ic Ha l l , Belper , on March 13th. In t he 
absence of Mr. J . G. H a n c o c k . M.P . . the m e m b e r for t he 
Division, owing t o t he coal s t r ike . Mr. H . M. G r a y . C.C., 
presided, s u p p o r t e d b y m a n y p rominen t local progressives. 
Mr. O u t h w a i t e showed how the under ly ing cause of t he 
g rea t l abour unrest t h a t is man i fes t ing itself on all sides 
was t o be found in l and monopo ly . T h e only way to raise 
wages was by c rea t ing ful ler and freer oppor tun i t i e s of 
e m p l o y m e n t b y open ing the land t o p roduc t ion b y the 
T a x a t i o n of Land Values. The mee t ing was well repor ted 
in t h e DERBY REPORTER of March 15th. T h e nex t mee t ing 
was a t S o u t h N o r m a n t o n , a n d the miners a t t e n d e d in such 
force t h a t m a n y were unable to gain a d m i t t a n c e . T h e 
en thus i a sm p rovoked ind ica tes t h a t the Derbysh i re min ing 
fields offer a fert i le g round for t h e p romot ion of the land 
va lue t a x a t i o n cause. 

STEPNEY. 
U n d e r t h e auspices of t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e and t h e 

Knglisli League for t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values and t h e 
S tepney Liberal a n d Progress ive Associat ion, a publ ic 
mee t ing was held a t t h e S tepney Meeting Hal l , on 18th 
April, when Mr. F ranc i s Nei lson, 51.P.. gave a n address , 
en t i t l ed " T h e L a n d a n d t h e Peop le . " Mr. W. Groves 
took t h e cha i r in t h e absence of Mr. W. S. Glyn-Jones , M.P. , 
a n d o the r s present were Mr. J . A. H a r d y , Mr. J . S. H e n r y , 
Councillor Florence, a n d Mr. Underwood . 

T h e C h a i r m a n said t h e r e was no d o u b t iu t h e ve ry near 
f u t u r e t h e r e would be d ras t i c a l te ra t ions in t h o scheme of 
t a x a t i o n in th is coun t ry , a n d t h e t a x a t i o n of land values 
would be t h e basis u p o n which t h e change would be made . 

Mr. Xeilson. M.P. , said t h e land ques t ion was very m u c h 
the s a m e in all pa r t s of t h e world. Tt did not m a t t e r what 
one 's s t a t i o n iu life was. Economica l ly the i r in te res t s were 
iden t i ca l—every th ing h a d got t o c o m e f rom tho land. 
T h e solut ion of t h e economic unres t lay in t he l and ques t ion , 
a n d t h e y were going t o u rge t h e Government o n ns fast as 
i t could go t o deal wi th t h i s ques t ion . L a n d , declared t h e 
speaker , got its va lue f rom t h e presence of t h e c o m m u n i t y . 
W h e r e t h e r e were m a n y people, land was c o s t l y ; where 
the re were few i t was easily had . The re fo re t h e people 

had a r ight to a bigger sha re iu its va lue l imn they had at 
t h e present t ime. 

A t t h e conclusion of t h e mee t ing , a resolut ion was 
unanimous ly carried u rg ing the G o v e r n m e n t to deal with 
the Ituul ques t ion at. t h e earl iest m o m e n t , on t h e lines of 
t he Land and T a x a t i o n Reform Memorial , signed by I7t> 
Members of Pa r l i amen t . 

MANCHESTER LEAGUE. 
I. Pr incess S t ree t , Alber t Square , Manches ter . 

The following meet ings were addressed du r ing April , in 
add i t ion to those a l r eady announced in LANT> VAI.I'EH : 
Astlev Bridge. L.Y.L. (D. Cat tera l l ) . Queen 's Park Par l ia-
ment (W. Noble . T . H. Ligo, and I). Cat tera l l ) . O l d h a m 
Road Bro the rhood (A. H . Weller) . 

Up t o th<- t ime of going t o press t h e following meet ings 
have l>een a r r anged :— 
May 1. -Queen's Park Parliament, 7.30. W. Norman. 

S.—Queen's Park Parliament. 7.30. W. P. Crosnlaad. 
,. 12.—Oldham Road Brotherhood, 3.0. W. Nohlc. 
„ 15.— Horwich L.Y.L., open-air. A. II. Weller. 

17. -N.W. .Manchester L.Y.L., open-air. W. 1'. CroHslaiul. 
,. 2. 0. Ili. 23, 30.—Economic Class Meetings at league's 

Office, 8.0. • 
„ 14.—North Manchester Branch Meeting at (Juecn's Park 

Congregational Institute, 8.0. 
Members of t h e Newspaper Correspondence G r o u p will 

continue, t o meet in the League 's office on T h u r s d a y s at 
7 p .m. Much good work is l>eing done , 25 le t ters h a v i n g 
been p r in t ed in eight d i f fe ren t newspapers since t h e G r o u p 
was formed a m o n t h ago. 

Encou rag ing proofs of t h e value, of the Economic Class 
have been shown a t some recen t meet ings , when m e m b e r s 
h a v e read papera reveal ing t h e tho rough grasp of Single T a x 
principles t h e y have gained f rom the s tudy of PROGRESS 
AND POVERTY. Perhaps even more encouraging is t he 
spirit d isplayed by our men . 

Mr. Ca t te ra l l ' s work in Ast ley Bridge has also borne good 
f r u i t . T h e L .Y.L . Economic Class there has closed for 
t h e s u m m e r season, b u t Mr. Cat te ra l l leaves a g r o u p of 
earnes t y o u n g men who h a v e been enabled to " see t he eat " 
under his able guidance , a n d who will, no d o u b t , c a r r y (he 
message of PROGRESS AND POVERTY in to m a n y new qua r t e r s . 

It has been decided t o begin t h e s u m m e r campa ign in 
the pa rks on S u n d a y . May 12th. a n d Mr. G. F. Musson, of 
the N o r t h Manches ter B r a n c h , has unde r t aken to a r r ange 
meet ings in t he pa rks on t h a t side of t he town, leaving the 
Secre tary t o devo te himself to those on the s o u t h side. 
This division of labour will p robab ly result in our holding 
two meet ings each S u n d a y ins tead of one. and wi th this 
increased ac t iv i ty on S u n d a y s a n d s t ree t -corner mee t ings 
in different p a r t s of Manches ter on week-day evenings , 
we shall need all t h e he lp of speakers and s u p p o r t e r s that 
our f r iends can give us. 

T h e Secre ta ry is c o n s t a n t l y learning of the unceas ing 
labours of those " qu ie t " men w h o might easi ly be mis-
t aken for passive Single Taxers— men who devo te every 
spa re m o m e n t to p r o p a g a n d a work amongst acqua in t ances 
a n d s t r angers , d i s t r ibu t ing leaflets a n d in o the r ways 
working on S u n d a y s a n d week-days , a n d car ry ing on t hc 
s a m e l abour of love even dur ing the i r brief hol idays. T h e 
Manches ter League n u m b e r s m a n y such heroes a m o n g s t 
its m e m b e r s w h o are sp read ing the light in theso unseen 
but sp lendid ly effect ive ways. 

A R T H U R H . W E L J . E R , S e c r e t a r y . 

YORKSHIRE AND NORTHERN LEAGUE-
West Rar Chambers , 38, Boar Lane , Leeds. 

T h e Political E c o n o m y ('lasses a t Ha l i f ax , Keighley , 
Penis tone , Huddersf ie ld , Sheffield, a n d Leeds h a v e all con-
cluded the i r course of lectures. Council lor C. I I . Smi thson , 
w h o conduc ted the Keighley Class, was en t e r t a ined a t a 
Social Meet ing held in Keighley on T u e s d a y (23rd). D u r i n g 
the evening he was m a d e t h e recipient of a Memorial Set 
of H e n r y George 's works , toge the r wi th MY STORY, by 
T o m L . J o h n s o n , and a pipe. 
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Tho m e m b e r s of t h e Ke igh ley Class a r e now a r r a n g i n g 
for an open-a i r c a m p a i g n . A t Hudders f i c ld Mr. J o h n 
Archer is e n d e a v o u r i n g t o br ing t h e a d h e r e n t s of t he cause 
i n t o closer t o u c h , a n d t h e Leeds Class has developed in to a 
discussion class for t h e t r a in ing of speakers , a n d two 
mee t ings h a v e a l r e a d y been held, on Apri l 11th a n d 19th. 
Those w h o a t t e n d e d t h e Sheffield Class w a n t t o keep 
toge the r , a n d a re a r r a n g i n g for s u m m e r r a m b l e s when 
addresses will be del ivered a t places vis i ted. 

Since we last, r epor t ed , mee t ings h a v e been held a t 
Leeds (Will iam Roid), Ha l i fax (C. H . Smi thson) , Keighley 
(Wil l iam Reid), Hudders f ie ld (Wil l iam Reid), B e n t h a m 
(F. Ski r row) , Holheck (Wil l iam Reid) , B r a d f o r d (F. Skirrow). 

During the two m o n t h s which h a v e elapsed since Mr. 
Reid left Newcast le , we have n o t been in such close touch 
wi th t h e count ies of N o r t h u m b e r l a n d a n d D u r h a m . Wc 
know, however , t h a t our local f r i ends in Dar l ing ton h a v e 
been doing good work , a n d wo can a lways re ly 011 our 
Newcas t l e f r i ends doing w h a t t l iev can . N e x t m o n t h we 
will report moro fu l ly a n d wi th g r ea t e r de ta i l as regards 
these a n d o the r cent res . 

A series of mee t ings t o bo addressed by the secre tar ies are 
being a r r anged in t h e H o l m f i r t h Division. 

F. SKIRROW, Sec re t a ry Yorkshire, Dis t r i c t . 
Wi 1.1,1 AM Htoil), Sec re ta ry N o r t h e r n Dis t r ic t . 

* P O R T S M O U T H L E A G U E . 

00, U p p e r Arundel S t ree t . 
Under tho auspices of t h e P o r t s m o u t h League for the 

T a x a t i o n of Land Values. Councillor Pile g a v e an address 
a t t he Co-opera t ive Hal l , G a m i e r S t ree t , on March 27th. 
on the s u b j e c t , " W h y I bel ieve in t h e T a x a t i o n of Land 
Values . " Mr. P i le to'ok t h e lino t h a t u n d e r p re sen t con-
di t ions useful and necessary public i m p r o v e m e n t s could 
no t be car r ied ou t because of t he b u r d e n of tho r a t e s as 
levied nowadays . If land va lues were t a x e d the bu rden 
would no t fal l upon t h e u r b a n c o m m u n i t y b u t upon those 
who got t h e fu l l va lue of publ ic expend i tu r e . T h o s e were 
t h e people w h o could best a f ford t o bea r i t . Again, if this 
were done t h e b u r d e n on house p r o p e r t y would bo reduced , 
r en t s would come down , a n d t he re would be fewer e m p t y 
houses. F u r t h e r , t he r a t i n g of l and va lues would br ing 
v a c a n t l and i n t o use, a n d t h a t would m e a n t h e e m p l o y m e n t 
of more l abour a n d an increase in wages. No m a t t e r which 
side of t h e ques t ion ho e l abora ted , t h e r e were enough solid 
a d v a n t a g e s which would acc rue to t h e publ ic t o m a k e h im, 
as a m e m b e r of tho T o w n Council , s u p p o r t t h e pr inciple 
of t h e r a t i n g of l and va lues . Mr. J . McGuigan proposed 
a vote of t h a n k s to Council lor Pile, a n d Mr. I r v i n g seconded. 

W M . K I N G , S e c r e t a r y . 

MIDLAND LEAGUE. 
20, C a n n o n S t ree t , B i r m i n g h a m . 

On S u n d a y , March 31st , t h e Sec re ta ry addressed a meet -
ing of t h e Men ' s A f t e r n o o n Class, held in t h e St . Sav iour ' s 
< ' l iurch R o o m , Sal t ley. T h e r e was a good aud ience who 
keenly followed t h e addres s 011 " T h e A n t i - P o v e r t y Cam-
pa ign , " a n d , at. t h e close, m a n y ques t ions were deal t wi th . 
Lord N o r t o n , who is " t e n a n t for life of one- th i rd of Salt ley ," 
sa t on t h e left of t h e Cha i rman , a n d , in p ropos ing a vo t e of 
t h a n k s t o t h e speaker , sa id he r a t h e r p re fe r red t o r a t e 
incomes, a n d ho also t h o u g h t t h a t solici tors ' fees should be 
reduced , i n s t anc ing as a spec imen of lawyers ' cha rges 011 a 
sale of land a m o u n t i n g t o £60 .000—" qu i t e a m o d e r a t e 
t r a n s a c t i o n " — t h e fees c a m e t o £2,000. C o m m e n t on 
these a l t e rna t ives to tho r a t i n g of land va lues is unneces-
sary . 

In t he a f t e r n o o n of Apri l 15th t h e Sec re ta ry addressed 
t h o West Bromwich W o m e n ' s Libera l Associa t ion on t h e 
sub jec t of " How L a n d R e f o r m will b r ing Comfo r t ab l e 
Homes , " a n d in t h o evening ho spoke t o t h o Y o u n g W o m e n ' s 
Liberal Associa t ion on " T a x T e a or L a n d : W h i c h ? " 
Bo th Associa t ions seem t o bo well organised u n d e r t h e 
pres idency of Miss Hazel , t h e energet ic s is ter of D r . A. E . W . 
Hazel, w h o m t h e Libera ls "consider won t h e sea t a l t hough 
t h o judges decided o therwise a t t h e pe t i t ion . However 
tl i is m a y be, if t h e m e n app rec i a t e t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values as these audiences of womon workers seemed t o do, 
t h e r e shou ld be no t r o u b l e in securing t h e r e t u r n of a good 

s u p p o r t e r of otir r e fo rm against L o r d Lewisham or a n y 
o the r Conserva t ive s u p p o r t e r of t h e p resen t s y s t e m of 
r a t i ng a n d t a x i n g i m p r o v e m e n t s for t h e benef i t of land 

A N N U A L M E E T I N G . 
T h e T h i r d A n n u a l Mee t ing of t h e I .eague was held a t 

6.30 011 W e d n e s d a y , Apri l 17th, a t Messrs. R o b e r t s ' Cafe, 
20, Temple S t ree t , B i r m i n g h a m . 

Tho chair was t a k e n b y t h e Pres iden t , Mr. J o s e p h 
Dawson, J . P . , a n d t he re was an a t t e n d a n c e of a b o u t f o r t y 
m e m b e r s a n d f r iends , inc luding Messrs. C o u n t y Councillor 
George E. Brown, J . Douglas G r a h a m , .1. A. P a t r i c k , J . P . , 
W a l t e r P r i e s t m a n , Councillor .1. E tn lyn Wil l iams, F . H a r p e r , 
.LP. , Councillor J o h n F r y e r , T. Pa lmer Newbou ld , K. O. 
Boston, J . P . , W . F . Bos ton . J . P . , R e v . A. C. A u c h m u t y , 
Edwin Price (Hon . Treas . ) , W. Wall is , Gi lber t T h o m p s o n , 
W. Doubleday , H . J . Lewis, and o thers . 

M a n y apologies were received. Mr. Geo. C a d b u r y 
expressed his r egre t a t no t be ing p resen t , " wi th best wishes 
for t he success of t he m e e t i n g . " O the r s who could no t 
come were Messrs. J . W . Wilson, M.P. , T. F . Walke r , J . P . , 
Councillors Harr ison Ba r row, J . P . . W . A. C a d b u r v , J . P . , 
A. W . Les te r (Walsall) , F . B. Dar l ing, S. B e t t m a n n (Coven-
t ry) , a n d Geo. C a d b u r y , .Tun., Messrs. E d w a r d Smi th , J . P . , 
G. E. Lowe, J . P . , C. T. Bishop, J . P . , Jos . Hood , J . P . , a n d 
Dr. Gisber t K a p p . Mr. J o h n Pau l was u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
de t a ined in London, a n d Mr. H e r b e r t New, hon. sec., was 
u n a v o i d a b l y absen t . 

T h e Th i rd A n n u a l R e p o r t and F inanc ia l S t a t e m e n t were 
read and app roved . T h e officers of t h e League were re-elected 
wi th t he fol lowing add i t ions t o t he list of Vice-Pres idents : 
Geo. E . Brown , C.C., F . H a r p e r , J . P . , Aid. Pr ice Lewis, J . P . , 
Clr. C. Vernon P u g h , J . P . , and Jo s i ah C. Wedgwood , M.P . 

A ve ry cordial vo te of t h a n k s was t endered t o Mr. 
C h a p m a n Wr igh t , for his work as Secre ta ry dur ing t h e 
year , a n d in rep ly Mr. W r i g h t expressed his sincere app re -
ciat ion of t h e help which was a t all t imes so k indly e x t e n d e d 
t o h im b y t h e m e m b e r s a n d f r iends of t h e League. 

T h e mee t ing t h e n a d j o u r n e d t o p a r t a k e of t ea , which h a d 
been m o s t k ind ly prov ided b y t h e P res iden t . 

On resuming t h e chair , t l ie P res iden t g a v e an address , 
which was well repor ted b y t h e Press, on t h e progress a n d 
prospec t s of our Refo rm, a n d moved t h e following reso-
lu t ion : 

T h a t th i s meet ing , believing t h a t b a d hous ing and 
u n e m p l o y m e n t arise chiefly ou t of t h e exis t ing s y s t e m s of 
l and t e n u r e a n d t a x a t i o n , urges t he G o v e r n m e n t t o develop 
t h e policy i n a u g u r a t e d b y t h e Budge t , b y empower ing 
local r a t i n g au thor i t i es to levy r a t e s on t h e l and va lue 
basis. 
Councillor Geo. E . Brown , of t h e S ta f ford Coun ty Council , 

in seconding t h e resolut ion, gave an address on t h e R a t i n g 
of Land Values , i l lus t ra t ing his po in t s b y m a n y local 
examples of t h e in jus t ice a n d a b s u r d i t y of t he p re sen t 
s y s t e m of fining those who employ labour a n d r eward ing 
those who wi thho ld the i r land f r o m use. 

M a n y of those present t ook pa r t in t h e discussion which 
followed, a n d t h e resolut ion, on being p u t t o t h e meet ing , was 
ca r r i ed b y a u n a n i m o u s vo te . 

Councillor J . E m l y n Wil l iams proposed, a n d Mr. J . A. 
P a t r i c k seconded, h e a r t y votes of t h a n k s t o t h e re t i r ing 
ofticsrs, to t h e Pres iden t for his hospi ta l i ty , a n d to Council lor 
George Brown, for his m o s t in teres t ing address . T h e v o t e 
was carr ied unan imous ly , a n d the business t h e n conc luded . 

A t tliis m e e t i n g Councillor Geo. B rown m a d e t h e v e r y 
encouraging s t a t e m e n t t h a t in every contest connec ted w i t h 
t h e S ta f ford C o u n t y Council t hey expect t o place in t h e 
field a c a n d i d a t e who is in f a v o u r of t h e r a t i n g and t a x a t i o n 
of land values. T h a t is t h e policy which spells " success ," 
a n d it is a policy which we shall n o t fail t o keep before our 
f r i ends in B i r m i n g h a m . I t is one we should s teadi ly a im 
a t if we c a n n o t a t t a i n it so readi ly as Mr. Brown a n d his 
suppor te r s . 

T H I R D A N N U A L R E P O R T . 
T h e ob jec t of the League m a y be s t a t e d as t he u n t a x i n g 

a n d lu i ra t ing of the good th ings that, people desire t o be 
inore p len t i fu l , such as food , housing, u p - t o - d a t e fac tor ies , 
well-tilled f a rms , &c.. a n d the m a k i n g scarcer of a b a d th ing 
—idle l a n d — b y t ax ing a n d r a t i ng those who fai l to use 
the i r " l and " oppor tun i t ies . 



M a y , 1912 . L a n d 

S u c h a p r o g r a m m e s h o u l d b e r e c e i v e d b y t h e c i t i z ens of 
B i r m i n g h a m w i t h e v e r y e n c o u r a g e m e n t , w e r e it n o t fo r t h e 
p r e v a l e n t i d e a t h a t t h e L e a g u e t h e o r i e s a r e m u c h t o o good 
t o b e t r u e f o r r e a l l i fe, a n d t o o v e r c o m e t h e i n e r t i a Caused 
b y t h i s belief n e c e s s i t a t e s a p e r s i s t e n t p r o p a g a n d a t o s h o w 
t h e j u s t i c e a n d p r a c t i c a b i l i t y of o u r r e f o r m . 

S o f a r a s t h e s u p p o r t g i v e n t o t h e L e a g u e h a s p e r m i t t e d , 
e v e r y m e a n s of " s p r e a d i n g t h e l i g h t " — m e e t i n g s — o p e n - a i r 
a n d i n d o o r , d e b a t e s , n e w s p a p e r c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , n n d t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of l i t e r a t u r e — h a v e b e e n u t i l i s ed . LAND 
VALUES, t h e m o n t h l y o r g a n of L a n d V a l u e T a x a t i o n a n d 
a n i n d i s p e n s a b l e c o m p e n d i u m of r e a s o n s f o r t h e r e f o r m 
a n d n o t e s of i t s p r o g r e s s , h a s b e e n wel l c i r c u l a t e d , t o g e t h e r 
w i t h a b o u t f o r t y t h o u s a n d o t h e r p a m p h l e t s a n d l ea f le t s of 
t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e . A 96 -page p a m p h l e t . " 100 
R e a s o n s f o r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a u d V a l u e s . " p u b l i s h e d b y 
t h e L e a g u e , h a s h a d t h e first e d i t i o n of t e n t h o u s a n d 
a l m o s t so ld o u t . T h i s p a m p h l e t w a s q u o t e d in t h e H o u s e 
of C o m m o n s ill a d e b a t e 011 t h e H o u s i n g of t h e W o r k i n g 
Classes , b y L o r d W o l m e r , w h o , h o w e v e r , is a p p a r e n t l y not 
c o n v e r t e d b y " 100 R e a s o n s . " 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e u s u a l o p e n - a i r a n d i n d o o r m e e t i n g s . 
" L a n d V a l u e Circles " h a v e b e e n succes s fu l l y c o n d u c t e d 
b y t h e S e c r e t a r y a t Se l l y O a k , B i l s t o n , a n d at W o l v e r -
h a m p t o n . O u r t h a n k s a r e a lso p a r t i c u l a r l y d u e t o Coun-
ci l lor C h a s . H . S m i t h s o n of H a l i f a x , wl io s p o k e t o a 
s p e c i a l l y c o n v e n e d L e a g u e m e e t i n g in S e p t e m b e r , a n d t o 
Mr . J o s e p h F e l s , w h o a d d r e s s e d a w e l l - a t t e n d e d m e e t i n g of 
B i r m i n g h a m b u s i n e s s m e n ill O c t o b e r . 

A n e w f e a t u r e in t h e w o r k of t h e L e a g u e a n d in t h e h i s t o r y 
of B i r m i n g h a m m u n i c i p a l c o n t e s t s o c c u r r e d in N o v e m b e r , 
w h e n t h e S e c r e t a r y c o n t e s t e d t h e E d g b a s t o n W a r d w i t h 
t h e r a t i n g of l a n d v a l u e s a s t h e chief i t e m in h i s p r o -
g r a m m e . T o o b t a i n , a f t e r a v e r y brief c o n t e s t , u p w a r d s 
of e igh t h u n d r e d v o t e s in s u p p o r t of t h i s m e t h o d of r a t i n g 
r e f o r m is c o n s i d e r e d a i n o s t s a t i s f a c t o r y resu l t in v iew of 
t h e d e c i d e d l y c o n s e r v a t i v e c h a r a c t e r of t h e E d g b a s t o n 
W a r d . T h i s c o n t e s t is t h e f o r e r u n n e r of m a n y m u n i c i p a l 
fights i n w h i c h t h e r a t i n g of l a n d v a l u e s will b e t h e d e f i n i t e 
i ssue . 

T h e a c t i o n of t h e C i t y C o u n c i l of G l a s g o w in f o r w a r d i n g 
a r e s o l u t i o n on t h e n e c e s s i t y of r a t i n g l a n d v a l u e s t o o t h e r 
a u t h o r i t i e s l ias b e e n f o l l o w e d b y t h e L e a g u e c o m m u n i c a t i n g 
w i t h u p w a r d s of f o r t y M i d l a n d R a t i n g A u t h o r i t i e s , a n d 
f o r w a r d i n g t o m e m b e r s of m a n y c o u n c i l s l i t e r a t u r e w i t h 
l e t t e r s u r g i n g d i scuss ion o n t h e q u e s t i o n . T h e s u c c e s s f u l 
fight, m a d e b y Messrs . J . C. W e d g w o o d a n d Geo . E . B r o w n 
on t h e S t a f f o r d C o u n t y C o u n c i l t o e n s u r e d u e c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
of t h e G l a s g o w p r o p o s a l s s h o u l d e n c o u r a g e p r o g r e s s i v e 
m e m b e r s on al l r a t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s t o see t h a t a d e q u a t e 
d i s cus s ion is g i v e n t o r a t i n g r e f o r m . I n B i r m i n g h a m t h e 
C i t y C o u n c i l will h a v e o p p o r t u n i t y of c o n s i d e r i n g t h i s 
m a t t e r oil M a y 7 t h . w h e n a r e s o l u t i o n is t o bo m o v e d b y 
Counc i l lo r T . F o s t e r D u g g a n . 

T h e m e m b e r s h i p of t h e L e a g u e , w h i c h is now 150, o f fe r s 
a m p l e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r i nc r ea se , a n d it is be l i eved t h e c o m i n g 
y e a r wil l s ee m a n y n e w a d h e r e n t s . 

T h e financial r e p o r t l e a v e s m u c h t o b e d e s i r e d in r e g a r d 
t o a n i n c r e a s e in t h e a n n u a l local s u b s c r i p t i o n l is t . T h e r e 
h a s b e e n , h o w e v e r , a n exce l l en t r e s p o n s e (in m a n y cases 
b y t h o s e w h o a l r e a d y g i v e f r e e l y e v e r y y e a r ) t o spec ia l 
a p p e a l s f o r d o n a t i o n s t o t h e e l ec t ion f u n d a n d f o r l i t e r a t u r e ; 
i t is a l so e s t i m a t e d t h a t p a y m e n t s t o t h e e x t e n t of £ 8 5 h a v e 
b e e n m a d e b y f r i e n d s a n d o t h e r a s s o c i a t i o n s f o r p r i n t i n g , 
r o o m s , &c. . w h i c h h a v e b e e n u sed f o r L e a g u e p r o p a g a n d a . 

I t is d u e . h o w e v e r , t o t h e g e n e r o u s financial s u p p o r t of 
t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s t h a t 
t h e M i d l a n d L e a g u e is e n a b l e d t o c a r r y on i t s w o r k , y e t t h e 
n e e d f o r t h e e x i s t e n c e of t h e l e a g u e w a s n e v e r m o r e c l ea r ly 
s h o w n t h a n b y t h e r e c e n t i nc r ea se of t h e b u r d e n of r a t e s . 
T h o s e w h o c o m p l a i n so b i t t e r l y s h o u l d rea l i se t h a t relief 
c a n o n l y c o m e b y p e r s i s t e n t w o r k in e n l i g h t e n m e n t a n d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , a n d t h a t i t is o n l y b y a d e q u a t e financial 
s u p p o r t t h a t r a t i n g r e f o r m c a n b e s e c u r e d w i t h i n a r ea son -
a b l e p e r i o d . B u t if o u r Colon ies c a n c h a n g e f r o m t h e o ld 
o b s o l e t e s y s t e m a n d a b o l i s h all r a t e s on h o u s e s , s h o p s , 
f a c t o r i e s , &c. . w h y c a n n o t B i r m i n g h a m a n d o t h e r M i d l a n d 
t o w n s b e aL«o u p t o d a t e o n r a t i n g r e f o r m ? I n S y d n e y 
a l o n e , £5 .656 ,759 w a s s p e n t in n e w b u i l d i n g s d u r i n g las t 
y e a r , c h i e f l y a s a r e s u l t of t h e " u n r a t i n g " of b u i l d i n g s . 
L e t B i r m i n g h a m b e t r u e t o h e r m o t t o " F o r w a r d . " a n d 
L a n d V a l u e s MUST b e t h e b a s i s of o u r c iv ic r e v e n u e . 

C H A P M A N W R I G H T . S e c r e t a r y . 
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T H E T E A C H E R S ' C O N F E R E N C E . 

A. W. DAKERS, B.A. 

Single T a x e r s al l o v e r t h o c o u n t r y will he i n t e r e s t e d t o 
h e a r t h a t t h o P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t of t h e T e a c h e r s ' C o n f e r e n c e , 
he ld d u r i n g E a s t e r w e e k , is o u r o ld a n d v a l u e d co l l eague , 
Mr . A. W . B a k e r s , B . A . , of N e w c a s t l e . H o w a s e l ec t ed b y 
a l a rge m a j o r i t y t o t h e p o s i t i o n of V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , w h i c h 
ca r r i e s w i t h it t h e P r e s i d e n c y f o r t h e co in ing y e a r . 

Mr . D a k c r s h a s led a s t r e n u o u s l ife, a n d is n o t e d f o r his 
a t t a c h m e n t t o t h e S ing le T a x c a u s e , a s well a s f o r h i s w o r k 
in t h e N a t i o n a l U n i o n of T e a c h e r s . H i s e l e v a t i o n t o t h e 
h i g h e s t h o n o u r w h i c h b i s s c h o l a s t i c co l l e agues cou ld c o n f e r 
on h i m is s o m e w h a t u n i q u e , ho b e i n g t h e o n l y o n e w h o h a s 
e v e r reached s u c h a p o s i t i o n w i t h o u t h a v i n g a t t a i n e d t h e 
p o s i t i o n of h e a d - m a s t e r . O n t h e w h o l e , t h e h o n o u r wh ich 
c o m e s f r o m e lec t ion b y o n e ' s e q u a l s is t o bo p r e f e r r e d t o o n e 
b e s t o w e d b y t h o s e in a u t h o r i t y . 

W h e n t h e N e w c a s t l e S ing le T a x L e a g u e w a s f o r m e d in 
1895 M r . D a k e r s w a s e l ec t ed S e c r e t a r y . S ince t h e n ho ha.s 
c o n t i n u o u s l y r e n d e r e d h e l p b y p e n a n d voice . H e a l so 
w a s a c t i v e in p r o m o t i n g t h e C o n f e r e n c e s o n t h e T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d V a l u e s , h e l d in N e w c a s t l e in 1900 a n d 1902. F o r 
y e a r s h e a c t e d a s C h a i r m a n of t h e E x e c u t i v e of t h e T y n e s i d e 
B r a n c h of t h e E n g l i s h L e a g u e , a n d l a t e r h e h a s h e l d a 
s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n in t h e N o r t h e r n L a n d V a l u e s L e a g u e . I n 
1896 h e o b t a i n e d b y p r i v a t e s t u d y t h e d e g r e e of B . A . 
( L o n d o n ) . H e h a s b e e n c o n t i n u o u s l y a m e m b e r of t h e 
N . U . T . E x e c u t i v e s ince 1903, a v i c e - c h a i r m a n of t h e L a w 
C o m m i t t e e , a p r e s i d e n t of t h e N a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n of 
A s s i s t a n t T e a c h e r s , a n d a p i o n e e r of t h e m o v e m e n t fo r 
s m a l l e r c lasses . 

F o r t h e p o s i t i o n he now o c c u p i e s h e w a s n o m i n a t e d b y 
a s s o c i a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t i n g 47 ,132 m e m b e r s , a n d w a s s u p -
p o r t e d a m o n g s t o t h e r s b y t h e L.C'.C. W o m e n T e a c h e r s ' 
U n i o n a n d t h e N a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n of W o m e n T e a c h e r s . 
H a v i n g b r o a d d e m o c r a t i c s y m p a t h i e s , i t will b e r e a d i l y 
r ea l i sed t h a t h e hat, b e e n f o r e m o s t in t h o fight f o r f a i r 
t r e a t m e n t of t h e c h i l d r e n of t h e p o o r , a n d s o m e of t h e 
r e c e n t i m p r o v e m e n t s in t h i s r e s p e c t owe a g o o d d e a l t o h i s 
a d v o c a c y . 

O n t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s h e d e s c r i b e s h imse l f 
a s a w h o l e - h o g g e r , a n d a r g u e s h i s case f r o m t h e s t a n d p o i n t 
of H e n r y G e o r g e a n d h i s b o o k PROGRESS AND POVERTY. 



338 Land Values. May, 1912. 

THE ENGLISH LEAGUE. 
:t7(! a n d 377, S t r a n d , London , W.C. 

i n f o r w a r d i n g his a n n u a l subscr ip t ion , a n d t h e n a m e s 
of one or t w o local sympa th i se r s , a m e m b e r of t h e League 
wri tes : " I t h i n k it would be well in n e x t m o n t h ' s LAND 
VALUES t o po in t ou t t o t h e cha r i t ab l e t h a t a n y s u m given 
to t h e L e a g u e ' s f u n d s is f a r m o r e effectual in abol ishing 
d is t ress t h a n if g iven in ind i sc r imina te cha r i t y . F o r 
ins tance , t h a n k s t o t h e work of t h e ' Single Taxe r s , ' 
t h o u s a n d s of m e n a re f inding e m p l o y m e n t on t h c l and in 
Aus t ra l ia , who would a t p resen t be swell ing t h e r a n k s of 
t h e s t a r v i n g a n d u n e m p l o y e d here, b u t for t h e ini t ial 
success of our p r o p a g a n d a in t h a t f a r - a w a y l a n d . " 

T h e m o v e m e n t has su s t a ined a v e r y h e a v y loss in t h e 
d e a t h , on April 1st, of t h e R e v . T h o m a s Mill, Vicar of 
N o r t h Somercotes , Lincolnshire, a n d a Vice-Pres iden t of 
t h e League. W h e n Mr. Hill j o ined t h e L e a g u e a b o u t a 
q u a r t e r of a c e n t u r y ago he was a c u r a t e in L o n d o n . It 
was d u r i n g his curacy a t St. J o h n ' s , W a t e r l o o R o a d , t h a t 
he c o m m u n i c a t e d t o Mr. Ver inder t h e f ac t s a b o u t t h e rise 
iu ren ts which, in t h a t par i sh , followed t h e f ree ing f r o m 
toll of Wa te r loo Bridge, a n d t h u s f u r n i s h e d a n i l lus t ra t ion 
of t h e origin of land va lues which has p r o b a b l y been more 
f r e q u e n t l y used, in wr i t ings a n d speeches on t h e L o n d o n 
laud ques t ion , t h a n a n y o ther . Mr. Hill has been vicar 
of a large ru ra l pa r i sh in t h e N o r t h Lincolnsh i re m a r s h 
for a b o u t 17 years , a n d his exper iences a m o n g a c o m m u n i t y 
of smal l agr icu l tu ra l f reeholders m a d e h im one of t h e m o s t 
a r d e n t a d v o c a t e s of t h e t a x a t i o n of r u r a l l and values . 
Many m e m b e r s of t h e Leaguo will r e m e m b e r his ea rnes t 
appea l s a t our L o n d o n mee t ings , which ho f r e q u e n t l y 
a t t e n d e d , a t t h e cost of a special j o u r n e y of nea r ly 300 miles, 
in o rder t o p lead for t h e app l ica t ion of o u r pr inciples t o 
t he r u r a l d is t r ic ts . He w r o t e m a n y le t te rs t o t h e Press on 
behalf of t h e m o v e m e n t — t o t h e Church papers , t h e 
N A T I O N , t h e D A I L Y N E W S , & C . , & C . , a n d s o m e o f t h e 
ex t r eme ly useful a n d o u t s p o k e n p a p e r s which he read before 
chu rch conferences h a v e been pub l i shed f r o m t i m e t o t ime . 

T h o L O U T H N E W S w r i t e s o f h i m : " H e w a s p o l i t i c a l l y 
more t h a n a Liberal . H o was a n a r d e n t disciple of H e n r y 
George a n d his gospel of Single T a x . One of t h e m o s t 
memorable, inc iden t s of his res idence a t N o r t h Somereotes 
was t h c fierce duel b e t w e e n Sir R o b e r t P e r k s a n d himself 
a t a. pol i t ical m e e t i n g t h r e e years ago. T h e la te Vicar had 
t a k e n a p r o m i n e n t p a r t in t h e a g i t a t i o n t h a t led u p to t h e 
B u d g e t of 1909. over which Sir R o b e r t severed his con-
nect ion w i t h t h e Radica l P a r t y . At a m e e t i n g a t N o r t h 
Somerco tes Sir Robert, q u o t e d a n d answered some of t h e 
wri t ings of t h e l a t e v icar in t h e l a t t e r ' s presence , and his 
reply was m a d e in exceedingly r a p i d plu-ases t o a n aud ience 
at. h igh tens ion of exc i t emen t , a n d it w a s expec ted t h a t he 
would collapse, because h e was k n o w n t o h a v e a n affect ion 
of t h e hea r t , b u t his speech was t e r m i n a t e d b y t h e collapse 
a n d s u d d e n d e a t h of a m e m b e r of t h e aud ience s i t t ing in 
t h e front, row. T h e t r a g e d y s u b d u e d polit ical s t r i fe a n d 
t he c rowded aud ience filed ou t s lowly ." 

Mr. George Linskill (175. L o v e t t S t ree t , New Clee, 
Gr imsby) con t inues his un t i r ing work on behalf of t h e 
cause iu a Lincolnshire d i s t r i c t n o t f a r r e m o v e d f r o m t h e 
scene of Mr. Hill 's labours . Largely as t h e result of his 
work, a n d of t h e he lp of Council lor R. J o h n s o n , t h e 
Gr imsby T o w n Council lnus resolv ed t o s u p p o r t t h e Glasgow 
munic ipa l m o v e m e n t , in sp i t e of t h e c o n t r a r y r e c o m m e n d a -
t ion of its F i n a n c e Commi t t ee . T h o Clee thorpes Council 
has also h a d a discussion on t h e sub jec t , wh ich s t a n d s 
a d j o u r n e d . Mr. Linskill is t r y i n g t o ge t t h e ques t ion 
considered h y t h e local B o a r d of Gua rd i ans , a n d is keeping 
t h e whole m a t t e r well be fore t h e publ ic b y lectures ami 
l e t t e r s t o t h o local newspapers . 

l i e has t h u s f o u n d a tow f r iends who a re willing to help 
iu t h e f o r m a t i o n of a local B r a n c h of t h e League. " I h a v e 
been for m a n y y e a r s , " he wri tes , " p a t i e n t l y do ing a l i t t le 
r o u g h spade work , a n d 1 t h i n k t h a t if a local B r a n c h could 
be es tab l i shed a. good deal more usefu l work could be 
accompl i shed . " T h e General Sec re ta ry hopes to b e able 
t o visit Gr imsby shor t ly , and to givo some help, on behalf 
of t h o E x e c u t i v e , t o t h e local workers . 

Mr. S. G. Seal, one of our most ac t ive m e m b e r s on t h e 
Sou th Coast , a t t e n d e d a Housing Conference on Apri l 17th, 
called by t h e S o u t h a m p t o n T rades a n d L a b o u r Council. 
T o a Resolut ion on t h e usual Hous ing-and-Town-P lann ing 
lines he m o v e d t h e following a d d e n d u m t — " T h a t bad 
housing a n d overcrowding arising ou t of our p resen t sys tem 
of L a n d T e n u r e and R a t i n g , we urge our Local Author i t i es 
t o suppo r t Glasgow a n d other t o w n s in pe t i t ion ing t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t for power t o levy r a t e s on a land va lue basis 
wi th t h e exempt ion of i m p r o v e m e n t v alues ; t h e present 
sys t em of r a t e s ac t ing as a hostile tariff upon t h e bui lding 
i n d u s t r y . " T h e mot ion was ruled ou t of order ! 

T h e a t t e n d a n c e at t h e qua r t e r ly m e e t i n g in E s s e x Hall 
on April 24 th was somewha t below t h e average, b u t t he 
discussion was unusual ly brisk a n d in teres t ing. Mr. 
H. G. Chancellor. M.P. , Pres ident , was in t h e chai r , and 
opened t h e mee t ing wi th a very brief speech, giving as his 
reason that, it was desired t o leave p l en ty of t i m e for t h e 
expression of all views. Mr J . W. G r a h a m Peace , a 
m e m b e r of t he Execu t ive , spoke for abou t 35 m i n u t e s on 
" Land Value T a x a t i o n versus L a n d P u r c h a s e . " Quiet ly 
a n d t empera t e ly , b u t w i t h clear and cogent a rgumen t s , he 
discussed t he To ry scheme of Land P u r c h a s e w i t h S t a t e aid 
wi th i view t o t h e creat ion of small ownership , and t h c L a n d 
Nat ional i sa t ion Society 's scheme of S t a t e purchase wi th a 
view t o " Land Nat ional i sa t ion " ; and cont ras ted each in 
t u r n wi th tho League ' s p r o g r a m m e of Land Value T a x a t i o n , 
li t t he discussion which followed the re took p a r t D r . V. H . 
R u t h e r f o r d ( formerly M.P . for t h e Bren twood Division of 
Middlesex), Mr. Willis (Land Nat iona l i sa t ion Society), Mr. 
Jos iah C. Wedgwood. M.P. , C.C., Mr. Sparks (L.N.S.) , Mr. 
W. R. Lester . M.A.. Mr. J o h n H . Dobson. C.C., J . P . . Mr. 
P. Wilson Ra f f an , M.P. , C.C., and Mr. J . J . Bou twood , J . P . . 
of Has t ings . Af te r Mr. Peace had replied, a vo te of t h a n k s 
t o t h e c h a i r m a n a n d opener was m o v e d b y Mr. J o l u i Pau l 
(Secretary of t h e Uni t ed Commit tee) , seconded b y Mr. F . 
Verinder (Secre tary of t h e League), a n d c a r r i e d . ' A m o n g 
those presen t we not iced Mr. G. Crosoer (Ed i to r of LAND 
AND LABOUR), Mr. Crof ton Black, J u n i o r (Land Union) , 
Mr. Henry W. Ley (first Secre tary of t h e L.N.S.) , a n d m a n y 
m e m b e r s of t h e Centra l Council of t h e League. 

MAY M E E T I N G S . 
Tlmr. 2. Cromwell Hall, Putney Bridge Road (for Putney Liberal 

Association) : Fredk. Verinder, " Land Values in 
Picture and Story " (with lantern slides). 8 p.m. 

Tlmr. 9.—Screnoaks Women's Liberal Association : Mrs. E. R. 
Pease, " Rating Reform." 3 p.m. 

North Hackney Liberal Association, Linden House. 
126, Stamford Hill: Fredk. Verinder. 8.30 p.m. 

Mon. 13.—Executive. 8.30 p.m. 
F R E D K . V E R I N D E R , G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y . 

GREENWICH. 
On April 23rd Mr. H e r b e r t Ba r r , of t h e League of Y o u n g 

Liberals (Dulwich Branch) , addressed an open-ai r mee t ing 
at Chris t Church St ree t , Greenwich, on " U n e m p l o y m e n t 
a n d I t s Cure . " Mr. B a r r showed how land monopo ly was 
a t t h e b o t t o m of t h e ques t ion a n d t h a t l and values t a x a t i o n 
was t h e r emedy . He m a d e special reference t o t ho ques t ion 
of min ing royal t ies , us ing wi th effect t h e " L u s i t a n i a " 
example . 

A L D . P . W I L S O N R A F F A N , M . P . , A N D T H E L O N D O N 
L I B E R A L F E D E R A T I O N . 

At a special mee t ing of t h e Council of t h e L o n d o n Liberal 
Fede ra t i on , held at t he Nat iona l Liberal Club on t h e 22nd 
Apri l . Mr. P. Wilson R a f f a n . M.P. , del ivered a s t i r r ing 
address on t h e ' ' T a x a t i o n a n d R a t i n g of Land Values w i t h 
special reference t o Housing. U n e m p l o y m e n t , a n d Free 
T r a d e . " He d e m o n s t r a t e d clearly t h e ' u r g e n t need for 
r a t i ng of land values, a n d appealed t o Libera ls in London 
to m a k e th is subject t h e chief p lank iu the i r p l a t f o r m a t 
(lie coming London C o u n t y Council election. His a rgu-
m e n t s were i l lus t ra ted wi th a n u m b e r of s t r ik ing ins tances 
in London of t h e in jus t i ce of t h e ex is t ing r a t i ng law. Mr. 
R a f f a n s speech was followed b y an in te res t ing discussion, 
which showed tha t t he mee t ing was hea r t i ly in f a v o u r of 
his proposals , and was de t e rmined t o p u t t h e m in t h e fore-
f ron t of munic ipa l politics in t h e nex t L.C.C. c ampa ign , 

i as well a s in t h e m o r e general field of the i r p r o p a g a n d a . 
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C A M B R I D G E . 

W e a r e p leased t o r eco rd t h e elect ion t o t h o C a m b r i d g e 
T o w n Counci l of Mr. A u s t i n H . P e a k e , a f t e r a l a n d va lues 
c a m p a i g n . H e w r i t e s :—•" I succeeded b y a m a j o r i t y of 
25, h a v i n g in 26 d a y s got a n increased v o t e of 30 (360) on 
a poll in w h i c h 49 less e lectors v o t e d . T h e poll on M a r c h 
21st w a s t o e lect t h r e e counci l lors , a n d on Apri l 17 th t h i s 
by-e lec t ion w a s held t o fill a v a c a n c y caused b y t h e c rea t ion 
of a n a l d e r m a n . I a d v o c a t e d r a t i n g r e f o r m , a n d t h e 
Glasgow Bil l m o s t s t r o n g l y . I be l ieve a largo m e a s u r e of 
m y success w a s d u e t o t h i s . " 

N E W P A M P H L E T . 

U n d e r t h e t i t l e of " T b e R a t i n g of L a n d Values : T h e Case 
for H a s t i n g s , H a r r o g a t e a n d Glasgow," t he U n i t e d Com-
m i t t e e h a v e pub l i shed in p a m p h l e t f o rm t h e speech of Mr. 
R . L. O u t h w a i t e a t H a s t i n g s on F e b r u a r y 27th on t h e Hous ing 
ques t ion . T h e ob jec t lessons f r o m example s t a k e n f r o m t h e 
t h r ee t o w n s n a m e d a r e in s t ruc t ive a n d va luab le to speakers . 
Tho pr ice of t h e p a m p h l e t is one p e n n y , a n d copies can 
be o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e offices of t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e , 
11, To th i l l S t r ee t , W e s t m i n s t e r , L o n d o n , S .W. , T h e L a n d 
Values Pub l i c a t i on D e p a r t m e n t , 376-7 S t r a n d , L o n d o n , 
W.C. , or a n y of t h e va r ious L a n d Values Leagues ' offices. 

M E E T I N G S I N C U M B E R L A N D . 

On t h e 15th Apri l a m e e t i n g u n d e r t h e auspices of t h e local 
L e a g u e of Y o u n g Libera ls , was held a t Carlisle in s u p p o r t of 
t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values . Mr Char les C r o m p t o n was 
in t h e cha i r , a n d Mr. R . L . O u t h w a i t e spoke on t h e con-
nec t ion b e t w e e n l and m o n o p o l y a u d l abour un re s t . T h e r e 
w a s an excel lent a t t e n d a n c e a n d a good r e p o r t in t he 
•JOURNAL n e x t d a y . On t h e 16th a visi t was pa id to 
B r a m p t o n in t h e N o r t h C u m b e r l a n d Divis ion, where an 
open-a i r m e e t i n g was he ld , t h e speeches of Mr. C r o m p t o n 
a n d Mr. R . L . O u t h w a i t e be ing cordia l ly received b y a 
w e l l - a t t e n d e d m e e t i n g chief ly composed of labourers . 
N e x t n i g h t t h e s a m e speaker s t o a large in te res ted crowd 
spoke a t t h e Cross in Carlisle. Mr . C r o m p t o n is pu r su ing 
an ac t ive c a m p a i g n in th i s d i s t r i c t wh ich h a s a l r e a d y pro-
v o k e d m u c h i n q u i r y a n d d iscuss ion . A g r e a t a m o u n t of 
l i t e r a t u r e is be ing d i s t r i b u t e d a n d eage r ly r e a d . 

MUNICIPAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE RATING 
OF LAND VALUES. 

F U R T H E R S U P P O R T F R O M L O C A L A U T H O R I T I E S F O R 
T H E G L A S G O W P E T I T I O N T O P A R L I A M E N T . 

I n s u p p o r t of t h e Glasgow T o w n Council , t h e Swansea 
U n i o n h a v e passed a reso lu t ion p e t i t i o n i n g P a r l i a m e n t t o 
g r a n t p o w e r s t o mun ic ipa l i t i e s t o r a t e o n l and va lue s a n d 
dec ided t o c i rcular ise o t h e r local r a t i n g bod ies a sk ing t h e m 
t o pas s s imi la r resolu t ions . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h o s e n a m e d in o u r las t issue w e h a v e 
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t 25 local a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e passed reso lu t ions 
in s u p p o r t of t h e Glasgow T o w n Counci l ' s p e t i t i o n t o 
P a r l i a m e n t . So t h a t , as f a r a s w e k n o w , 50 local a u t h o r i t i e s 
h a v e u p t o t h e p r e s e n t dec ided t o s u p p o r t t h e Glasgow 
Corpora t ion . T h e a d d i t i o n a l 25 a u t h o r i t i e s a r e :— 

C l y d e b a n k T o w n Counci l , G r i m s b y T o w n Council , 
A b e r d e e n T o w n Council , Ke igh ley T o w n Council , A i rd r i e 
T o w n Counci l , Swansea G u a r d i a n s , B l a c k b u r n B o a r d of 
G u a r d i a n s , B l a g d o n Council , E a s t b o u r n e G u a r d i a n s , 
C a t h c a r t Counci l , G o v a n Council , A r d r o s s a n Council , 
M o u n t a i n A s h Council , E a s t w o o d Coimcil , D u n d e e T o w n 
Council , W e m v s s Council , Dalziel Coimcil , H a m i l t o n 
P a r i s h Counci l , Hudde r s f i e ld G u a r d i a n s , E d i n b u r g h 
P a r i s h Counci l , D e w s b u r y B o a r d of G u a r d i a n s , L e s m a h a -
gow Counci l , L e i t h Coimcil , P e t e r h e a d Counci l , a n d 
K i n g s t o n - u p o n - H u l l Counci l . 

I n m a n y i n s t a n c e s t h e reso lu t ion h a s y e t t o c o m e u p for 
d iscuss ion, a n d in o t h e r s i t is still u n d e r cons ide ra t ion . T h e 
d e b a t e s t h a t h a v e t a k e n p lace o n t h e reso lu t ion in t h e 
va r ious bod ies h a v e been m o s t i n fo rming , a n d in t h e case 
of several Counci ls , a f t e r a l e n g t h y discussion, t h e reso lu t ion 
h a s been los t b y a b a r e m a j o r i t y . 

T h e f ac t t h a t t h e r e is a H o u s e of C o m m o n s C o m m i t t e e 
now s i t t i n g t o i n q u i r e i n t o t h e r e l a t ion of I m p e r i a l a n d 
Local F i n a n c e h a s in a g r e a t m a n y in s t ances inf luenced 
local a u t h o r i t i e s t o al low t h e m a t t e r t o d r o p un t i l t h e work 
of th i s C o m m i t t e e is accompl i shed a n d t h e r epo r t pub l i shed . 

SCOTTISH NOTES AND NEWS. 

A N N U A L M E E T I N G A N D R E P O R T O F T H E 
S C O T T I S H L E A G U E . 

T h o 21st a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h o S c o t t i s h L e a g u e was hold 
in t h e Rel ig ious I n s t i t u t i o n R o o m s , 200, B u c h a n a n S t r e e t , 
o n S a t u r d a y , 3 0 t h March , a t 7.30 p . m . T h e P r e s i d e n t , 
Mr. M a c k e n d r i c k , occupied t h e cha i r a n d t h o hall was well 
filled. T h e S e c r e t a r y ' s R e p o r t dea l t w i t h t h e w o r k of t h e 
L e a g u e d u r i n g t h e y e a r e n d i n g D e c e m b e r , 1911. T h o 
p r o p a g a n d a work of "the y e a r h a d been car r ied o n w i t h 
g r e a t a c t i v i t y . U n l i k e t h e p rev ious t w o yea r s i t h a d n o t 
been a y e a r of largo d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , b u t was oven t fu l in 
t h e v igour a n d br i skness of open -a i r mee t ings . T h o 
Organ is ing C o m m i t t e e a r r a n g e d for m e e t i n g s d u r i n g t h e 
spr ing , su i iuner , a n d a u t u m n m o n t h s in t o w n s a n d vi l lages 
w i t h i n 30 milos of Glasgow, a n d a b o u t 150 of th i s k ind 
were held ; in all, over 300 m e e t i n g s wore hold. 

T h e c i rcu la t ion of l i t e r a t u r o h a s been , a s usua l , v e r y 
large. B e t w e e n man i f e s to s , books , p a m p h l e t s a n d leaf le ts 
of va r ious k inds t h e r e has been well o v e r 100,000 s e p a r a t e 
pub l i ca t i ons issued f r o m t h e L e a g u e ' s Offices. T h i s p a r t 
of t h e p r o p a g a n d a h a s b e e n exceed ing ly well m a i n t a i n e d . 
A d d e d to th i s t h o L e a g u e has pos t ed t o m e m b e r s a n d 
subscr ibe rs , a n d b y m e a n s of a f rco list , 18,000 copies of 
LAND VALUES d u r i n g t h e y e a r . 

T h e r e is, as in f o r m e r yea r s , a n ac t ivo press p r o p a g a n d a 
i n m a n y of t h e p r inc ipa l Sco t t i sh newspape r s . I n t h i s 
r e spec t t h e Leaguo is v e r y well e q u i p p e d indeed . T h e r e 
a ro few m e m b e r s of t h e E x e c u t i v e w h o do n o t t a k e p a r t 
in t h i s use fu l a n d in t e res t ing f o r m of p u s h i n g t b e cause a long . 

T h e L e a g u e t o o k ail ac t ivo p a r t in fou r c o n t e s t e d by -
elect ions d u r i n g t h o y e a r — E a s t L o t h i a n , T r a d e s t o n , 
K i l m a r n o c k , a n d r ecen t ly in S t . Ro l lox . I n all of t h e s e 
e lect ions t h e r e was a large a m o u n t of t h e League ' s l i t e r a t u r e 
c i r cu la t ed , a n d s o m e 90 m e e t i n g s w e r e he ld . T h e L e a g u e 
n e v e r has been b e t t e r e q u i p p e d fo r t h i s k ind of w o r k . 
I t h a s now a b a n d of s p e a k e r s t h a t c a n u n d e r t a k e a n y 
k i n d of p l a t f o r m work , e i the r indoor or open-a i r , l ec tu r ing , 
d e b a t i n g or general p l a t f o r m expos i t i on of t h e pr inc ip les 
o f P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . 

T h e Pol i t ica l E c o n o m y Classes a ro a f r u i t f u l source of 
p r o p a g a n d a . I n all t h e r e h a v e been f ive classes d u r i n g 
t h o yea r . T w o in t h e class r o o m of t h e League , ono each 
a t R u t h e r g l e n a n d B a r r h e a d , a n d t h e P r i z e C o m p e t i t i o n 
Class, f o r m e d on 9 t h F e b r u a r y of t h i s yea r . T h e s t u d e n t s 
w h o h a v e a t t e n d e d t h e s e classes n u m b e r 140. T h e 
E x e c u t i v e a r e conv inced that , in t h i s w a y m u c h use fu l work 
has , a n d c a n bo d o n e t o p r o p a g a t e o u r doc t r ines . T h o 
t e a c h e r s of t h e s e were Mr. Wi l l i am Cassels, Mr. M. Wi l son 
P a u l , M.A., a n d Mr. F r a n c i s C. R . Doug las . 

A largo a m o u n t of p r o p a g a n d a has been car r ied o n 
a m o n g t h e b r a n c h e s of t h e U n i t e d I r i s h League , a n d in th i s 
w o r k t h e L e a g u e ' s s p e a k e r s h a v e h a d t h e g r ea t e s t encourage-
m e n t f r o m Mr. J . O ' D . D e r r i c k , t h o I r i s h Organiser . 

T h o L o c h L o m o n d R i g h t - o f - W a y d i s p u t e g a v e t h o L e a g u e 
a n o p p o r t u n i t y of s o m e usefu l p r o p a g a n d a . D e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
were held u n d e r t h e ausp ices of t h e R i g h t - o f - W a y C o m m i t -
t e e d u r i n g A u g u s t a n d S e p t e m b e r . T h e s e were large 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s of c rowds v a r y i n g f r o m 15,000 t o 5,000. 
T h e r e was a l a rge q u a n t i t y of l i t e r a t u r e sold a n d d i s t r i b u t e d . 
T h e r e was also a l a rge n u m b e r of m e e t i n g s held in A lexan -
d r i a , Bonhi l l , R e n t o n , a n d D u m b a r t o n , u n d e r t h o ausp ices 
of t h e L e a g u e a f t e r t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s h a d ended . 

T h e o u t s t a n d i n g f e a t u r e of t h o y e a r ' s work was t h e two-
d a y s ' con fe r ence in t h e r e c e n t H i s t o r y E x h i b i t i o n , held in 
t h e K e l v i n g r o v e P a r k , Glasgow. I n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e 
U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e , t h e E x e c u t i v e dec ided t o hold t h o 
Confe rence t h e 11th a n d 12th S e p t e m b e r , 1911, a n d t h e 
w o r k of o rgan i s ing was h a n d e d o v e r t o t h o Sec re t a ry . 
T h e Confe rence was a b r i l l i an t success. E v e n t h o s e 
a m o n g o u r f r i ends who a r e r a t h e r h a r d t o p lease f ree ly 
a d m i t t e d t h e f a c t . T h e Confe rence m a r k e d a n o t h e r 
i m p o r t a n t s t e p in ou r p r o p a g a n d a , a n d rea l ly se t t h e 
Munic ipa l C a m p a i g n fo r t h e r a t i n g of l a n d va lue s on i ts 
f ee t , i n a s m u c h as i t cal led t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e who le 
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c o u n t r y t o t h e s u p r e m e i m p o r t a n c e of m a k i n g L a n d Va lues 
t h e bas i s of Loca l R a t i n g . 

Mr. A l e x a n d e r M a c k e n d r i c k , P r e s i d e n t , a n d Mr. D a v i d 
Cassels, H o n . T r e a s u r e r , we re r e - a p p o i n t e d fo r t h e ensu ing 
y e a r . V ice -Pres iden t s a n d a n E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e were 
e lec ted t o c a r r y on t h e w o r k . T h e fo l lowing r e so lu t ion w a s 
u n a n i m o u s l y p a s s e d : — " T h a t t h i s m e e t i n g of t h e S c o t t i s h 
L e a g u e fo r t h o t a x a t i o n of L a n d Values , whi le express ing 
t h e a r d e n t h o p e t h a t t h e d i s a s t r o u s s t o p p a g e of t h o coal-
m i n i n g i n d u s t r y will soon be t e r m i n a t e d , d i r ec t s a t t e n t i o n 
a n e w t o t h o v i t a l r e l a t i on of t h o T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues t o 
t h e s e l a m e n t a b l e d i s p u t e s — ( 1 ) in i t s r e l a t i o n t o m i n i n g l and 
t h o t a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues will p r o t e c t t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h e 
c o m m u n i t y , t h e m i n e r s a n d t h e m i n e o w n e r s b y e n s u r i n g 
t h a t no p i t s shal l go o u t of use owing t o t h e e n a c t i o n of a 
r o y a l t y c h a r g e w h i c h t h e p i t c a n n o t a f f o r d , a n d (2) in i t s 
genera l a p p l i c a t i o n t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues will open 
u p l a n d i roely t o l a b o u r , a n d b y e s t ab l i sh ing t h e n a t u r a l 
m i n i m u m wage—i.e . , t h o r e t u r n w h i c h a m a n c a n o b t a i n 
b y e m p l o y i n g himself oil l a n d f r ee ly a v a i l a b l e fo r h i m — w i l l 
p r o v i d o w i t h o u t t h e neces s i t y of w a s t e f u l s t r i kes a n a u t o -
m a t i c r e g u l a t i o n of w a g e s iu all o t h e r i n d u s t r i e s . " 

T h e c a m p a i g n in m i n i n g d i s t r i c t s w a s f in ished a t L a r k h a l l 
o n S u n d a y , 9 t h Apr i l , w h e n a d e m o n s t r a t i o n was he ld 
f r o m 4 p . m . till 7 p . m . T h e s p e a k e r s were Messrs . J 
H e n r y ( C h a i r m a n ) , G r a h a m Cassels, F . C. R . D o u g l a s 
D M a c d o n a l d , a n d A n d r e w M c L a r e n . A l a rge q u a n t i t y 
of l i t e r a t u r e w a s d i s t r i b u t e d . J 

S o m e of t h e P a r i s h Clerks a n d I n s p e c t o r s of P o o r h a v e 
q u i t e or ig inal idoas of t h e i r own. T h e fo l lowing is a n e x t r a c t 
t rom a l e t t e r f r o m a B e r w i c k s h i r e I n s p e c t o r of P o o r • 

I h a v e rece ived ' T h e L a n d Va lues Bil l , 1 9 1 2 , ' a n d h a v e 
r e a d i t t h r o u g h , w i t h o u t be ing a b l e t o m a k e h e a d o r t a i l 
ot it. 1 hero is far too much of this faddy or heroic legislation 
m vogue at the present time. T h e b e s t t h i n g t h a t could 
h a p p e n t o G r e a t B r i t a i n w o u l d be t o s h u t u p b o t h H o u s e s I 
of P a r l i a m e n t fo r a t least ten years, a n d a l low t h e E x e c u t i v e 

( f a m n i f t e r p r o p e r l y t h e laws w h i c h w e a l r e a d y possess. 
I h e P a r i s h Coimcil m e e t s o n f i rs t T h u r s d a y of M a y 

w h e n I sha l l s u b m i t y o u r Bill, b u t I h a r d l y e x p e c t t h e v 
will t a k e a n y no t i ce , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e r e a r e s ix 
Kad ica l s a n d t h r e e U n i o n i s t s in t h e Counc i l . " 

A s t h i s g e n t l e m a n seems qu i t e u n f i t t o a d v i s e t h e m e m b e r s 
of his Counci l o n t h e m e r i t s or d e m e r i t s of t h e Bi l l , h e h a s 
been a s k e d t o f u r n i s h t h e n a m e s a n d add re s se s of t h e six 
R a d i c a l s a n d t h r e e Un ion i s t s , so t h a t t h e y m a y h a v e s o m e 
smal l c h a n c e of cons ide r ing t h e m a t t e r fo r t h e m s e l v e s b v 
rece iv ing copies of t h e Bil l a n d Mr. D u n d a s W h i t e ' s note® 
t h e r e o n . 

T h e fo l lowing r e so lu t ion was pas sed b y t h e M o n t r o s e 
P a r i s h Counci l on T u e s d a y , 9 t h Apr i l : — " T h a t t h i s 
Meet ing-of t h e M o n t r o s e P a r i s h Counci l , he ld a t t h e T o w n 
House o n t h e 9 t h d a y of Apr i l , 1912, is in f a v o u r of R a t i n g 
o!Ml , Y a i U e 3 ' 8 " P P ° r t s h e a r t i l y t h e L a n d Va lues (Sco t l and ) 
Hill. 1912, i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s b y Mr 
D u n d a s W h i t e , M . P . , a n d urges t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o g ive 
faci l i t ies fo r pa s s ing t h a t Bill i n t o l aw w i t h o u t de l ay . 

' T h a t copies of t h i s R e s o l u t i o n b e s e n t t o t h e P r i m e 
Minis te r , t h e S e c r e t a r y f o r S c o t l a n d , t h o L o r d A d v o c a t e 
a n d R o b e r t H a r c o u r t , E s q . , M . P . " 

T h i s r e so lu t ion , w i t h c o p y of Mr. D u n d a s W h i t e ' s Bill 
a n d his n o t e s on t h o Bill , was pos t ed b y t h e L e a g u e t o e v e r y 
assessing b o d y m S c o t l a n d (nea r ly 1,200), a n d 1,700 pol i t ical 
t r a d e s u n i o n a n d o t h e r bod ie s i n t e r e s t e d ; in all , n e a r l y 
.1,000 p o s t a g e s h a v e b e e n s en t o u t , A b o u t 50 repl ies a n d 
a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s h a v e b e e n rece ived , a n d a b o u t half of 
t h o s e w h o h a v e cons ide red t h e r e so lu t ion h a v e p e t i t i o n e d 
in f a v o u r . I t will, h o w e v e r , be a c o n s i d e r a b l e t i m o be fo re 
t h e r e t u r n s a r e c o m p l e t e , as m a n y of t h e Assoc ia t ions d o 
n o t m e e t e x c e p t a t fixed t imes , a n d m a y n o t d i scuss t h e 
r e so lu t ion a t t h e i r f i rs t m e e t i n g . 

Mee t ings h a v e been a r r a n g e d f o r M a y a t t h e fol lowing i 
P'?<;e.s =—Helensburgh , Pa i s l ey . J o h n s t o n e , U d d i n g s t o n , 
K i rk in t i l l och , P a r t i c k , C l y d e b a n k , A l e x a n d r i a , D u m b a r t o n 
A i r d n e . Coa tb r idge , H a m i l t o n , B l a n t v r e , L e n n o x t o w n ' 
R e n f r e w , l > n p y n n d D u n i p a c e , arid D a i r y . H e l e n s b u r g h 

a n d D e n n y will b e specia l e f for t s a s t h e T o w n Counci ls of 
b o t h b u r g h s h a v e o s t e n t a t i o u s l y dec l ined t o s u p p o r t D r 
D u n d a s W h i t e ' s Bill . -

T h e s p e a k e r s a t t h e s e m e e t i n g s will b e Mr . F C R 

M r U g D % f M ^ M ' 1 J
W i S O n ' M r ' P a u l > Mr. G r a h a m Cassels,' 

m w „ M a C C l O I l a k ' M r " A - McLaren , Mr . R o b e r t Cassels 
Mr. Wi l l i am Cassels, Mr . A d a m Muir , Mr . J . H e n r y , Mr M 
Fa i r l ey , Mr. A. M. L i t t l e , Mr. J . G o r d o n , a n d Mr. J . Busby. ' 

T h e E x e c u t i v e of t h e G o v a n L i b e r a l a n d R a d i c a l Asso-
c ia t ion h a v e pas sed a r e so lu t ion in f a v o u r of t h e r a t i n g of 

va lues , s u p p o r t i n g h e a r t i l y t h e L a n d Values (Sco t l and) 
• u ' ^ ^ d u c e d b y Mr. D u n d a s W h i t e , M . P . , a n d 

u rg ing t h o G o v e r n m e n t t o g ive faci l i t ies for p a s s i n g t h a t 
Bill i n t o law w i t h o u t d e l a y . 

A. Glasgow c o r r e s p o n d e n t wr i t e s : " I w e n t t o T r a d e s t o n 
on W e d n e s d a y n i g h t , 3 rd Apri l , t o h e a r D u n d a s W h i t e on 
t h e s u b j e c t of I n d u s t r i a l U n r e s t . ' H e m a d e a sp l end id 
j o b of d r i v i n g h o m e t h e L a n d Values q u e s t i o n . I t w a s q u i t e 
a t r e a t t o l is ten t o such a l e c tu re ou t s ide u s u a l p a r t y pol i t ics . 
1 h e a r d Ba i l i e P r a t t l e c t u r e o n t h e I n s u r a n c e A c t t h e 
o t h e r n i g h t , a n d I was as m u c h a s ton i shed as I w a s p leased 
t o h e a r h i m te l l t h e m e e t i n g , w h e n r e f e r r ing t o t h e social 
i J o n ' S 1 0 ? t h e G o v e r n m e n t , t h a t t h e l a n d c lauses of t h o 
1909 B u d g e t wore of f a r g r e a t e r i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e peop le 
t h a n e i the r Old Age Pens ions or t h e I n s u r a n c e A c t ! H i s 
a u d i e n c e chee red h im g r a n d . " 

J A M E S B U S B Y , Secretary. 

M R . H A M I L T O N ' S M O T O R V A N C A M P A I G N . 

Mr. W m . D. H a m i l t o n wri tes of h is c a m p a i g n w i t h t h e 
m o t o r c a r a v a n , t o which w e refer red las t m o n t h (Apri l 14th) : 

I h a v e o n l y one m e e t i n g t o chronic le s ince las t wr i t ing 
t o y o u a n d t h a t was a t D a i r y y e s t e r d a y in t h e pub l i c s q u a r e 
be tween a g r e a t c h u r c h on one h a n d a n d a ' p u b ' o n t h e 
o the r . W e h a d a g r o u p of in te res ted a n d w o n d e r i n g well-
ordered peop le who seemed for a long t i m e t o t h i n k , j udg ing 
by the i r d e m e a n o u r , t h a t s o m e t h i n g w o u l d go off a b o u t t h e 
a p p a r a t u s a n d b low t h e m t o smi the reens . Th i s v e r y o f t e n 
is cha rac t e r i s t i c of ou r first vis i t t o a c o u n t r y t o w n . U p o n 
t h e whole we h a d a good m e e t i n g for t h e t i m e of d a y — 4 . 3 0 
p .m . , a n d s o m e ea rnes t y o u n g m e n a sked m e if I were going 
r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y a n d were exceedingly anx ious t o k n o w 
when I would be a t D u n l o p . I t h a s been imposs ib le t o do 
a n y t h i n g in Apri l u p t o y e s t e r d a y owing t o t he w e a t h e r , 
b u t I h o p e t o ge t in some good mee t ings d u r i n g t h e n e x t few 
weeks. 

E D I N B U R G H L E A G U E . 

£ 1 A D A Y F O R S T A R T I N G A N E W I N D U S T R Y . 

U n d e r t h e ausp ices of t h e L e a g u e , a m e e t i n g in s u p p o r t 
of t h e Munic ipa l C a m p a i g n for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
\ a lues was he ld on 2 9 t h M a r c h in S t . V incen t H a l l , S t . 
S t e p h e n S t r ee t . Mr. D . J . Downio p res ided , a n d sa id t h a t 
j u s t n o w a v a l u a t i o n w a s be ing m a d e of t h e l and of t h e 
c o u n t r y , u n d e r t h e r e c e n t B u d g e t . T h e Glasgow T o w n 
Counci l h a d pas sed a r e so lu t ion on t h e s u b j e c t , a n d s o m e 
of t h e m h a d fe l t t h a t t h e E d i n b u r g h T o w n Counci l s h o u l d 
fo l low s u i t . 

Mr. T. F . B i n n i e , t h e p r e s i d e n t of t h e E d i n b u r g h L e a g u e , 
add re s sed t h e mee t ing . H e r e fe r r ed t o t h e s p r e a d of t he 
m o v e m e n t in t h i s a n d o t h e r coun t r i e s , wh ich , h e s a id , h a d 
t a k e n a v e r y s t r o n g ho ld on t h e pub l i c m i n d . T h e v e r y 
f o u n d a t i o n of t he i r q u e s t i o n was economic s t u d y . W h y 
w a s i t t h a t t h e y were t a k i n g s u c h a n i n t e r e s t in th i s s u b j e c t T 
T h e real r ea son was n o t t h a t t h e y wore p u r s u i n g t h e s t u d y 
of economics themse lves . T h e y were s t u d y i n g economics 
b e c a u s e t h e y fe l t t h a t g r e a t social p r o b l e m s were upon 
t h e m . T h e c o m m i t t e e w h i c h h a d been s t a r t e d t o b r i n g 
f r e s h m d u s t r i e s t o E d i n b u r g h h a d f a c e d e v e r y q u e s t i o n 
e x c e p t one , a n d t h e y w o u l d n o t f a c e i t — t h e l a n d . H e 
i n s t anced a ca se where a m a n h a d t o p a y £300 a n a c r e on 
whioh t o e r ec t a bu i ld ing , a n d h a d t o p a y r a t e s o n th i s , a 
p o u n d a d a y fo r t h e a w f u l evi l of f o u n d i n g a n i n d u s t r y . If 
t h a t l a n d w a s w o r t h £300 w h e n t h e m a n b u i l t on i t , i t was 
w o r t h i t be fo re , a n d s h o u l d h a v e been on t h e v a l u a t i o n roll 
a t t h a t figure (Applause . ) T h e y w a n t e d t o m&ke l a n d too 
h e a v y t o hold u n d u l y , a n d i n d u s t r y t o b e f ree , w i t h t h e 
v e r y leas t b u r d e n possible u p o n i t . T h e T o w n Counci l of 
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E d i n b u r g h w a s t h e s l ackes t on tliis s u b j e c t of t h e whole 
Counci ls of G r e a t B r i t a i n . 

Mr. J a m e s K i r k w o o d m o v e d t h e fol lowing reso lu t ion :— 
T h a t t h i s m e e t i n g is of opinion t h a t powers shou ld be 

g r a n t e d t o local a u t h o r i t i e s t o assess for purposes of local 
r a t i n g t h e l and va lue s c r ea t ed b y t h e c o m m u n i t y , a n d 
r e q u e s t s t h e E d i n b u r g h T o w n Counci l t o p e t i t i o n Pa r l i a -
m e n t t o g r a n t t hese powers . 
Mr. J . L . B r o w n seconded t h e reso lu t ion , which was 

s u p p o r t e d b y Mr. C u n n i n g h a m a n d a d o p t e d , a n d it wa« 
agreed t o send a c o p y t o t h e T o w n Council a n d t o t h e t h r ee 
m e m b e r s of t h e w a r d . 

I N V E R N E S S T O W N C O U N C I L A N D L A N D V A L U E S . 

I n ou r Apr i l issue we r e p o r t e d t h e m e e t i n g of t h o I n v e r -
ness T o w n Council , a t wh ich it was u n a n i m o u s l y agreed 
t o r e m i t t h e cons ide r a t i on of t h e L a n d Values (Sco t land) 
Bill, t o t h e L a w C o m m i t t e e . T h e L a w C o m m i t t e e subse-
q u e n t l y cons ide red t h e Bill , a n d dec ided b y 4 v o t e s t o 3 
t o r e c o m m e n d t h e Counci l t o pe t i t i on P a r l i a m e n t in i t s 
f a v o u r . O n 1st Apr i l , a t a m e e t i n g of t h e Counci l , Coun-
cillor Geo. Y o u n g m o v e d t h a t t h e L a w C o m m i t t e e ' s finding 
be a p p r o v e d . Th i s was seconded b y Council lor M a c l e n n a n . 
Bail ie Macewen t h e n m o v e d t h a t w i t h o u t p r o n o u n c i n g a n y 
op in ion a s t o t he economic doc t r ine of t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values , t h e Council cons idered t h a t h a v i n g r ega rd t o local 
c i r cums tances , t h e L a n d Values Bill would n o t benef i t 
I n v e r n e s s . Th i s was seconded b y ex-Bai l ie J o h n Mac-
kenzie, a n d a f t e r a l e n g t h y a n d i n f o r m i n g discussion was 
ca r r i ed b y 12 v o t e s t o 6. 

P A R T I C K L I B E R A L S S U P P O R T R A T I N G O F L A N D 
V A L U E S . 

A t t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e P a r t i c k Divis ion U n i t e d 
L ibera l Counci l , he ld u n d e r t h e C h a i r m a n s h i p of Sir George 
Green , in t h e Doug la s H o t e l , Glasgow, on Apr i l 12th , t h e 
fol lowing reso lu t ion , b y Mr . W m . Moir (Maryhi l l ) was 
ca r r i ed u n a n i m o u s l y :— 

T h a t t h i s Counci l u rge u p o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h e g r ea t 
des i r ab i l i t y of do ing e v e r y t h i n g in the i r power t o e x p e d i t e 
t h e l a n d v a l u a t i o n n o w proceed ing , a n d f u r t h e r , calls 
u p o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o i n t r o d u c e a n d pas s i n to law a 
bill e m p o w e r i n g local a u t h o r i t i e s t o impose a n d l evy a 
t a x fo r local p u r p o s e s o n t he v a l u a t i o n of l and in t h e 
U n i t e d K i n g d o m as a sce r t a ined u n d e r t h e F i n a n c e 
(1909-10) A c t . 

G L A S G O W L I B E R A L C O U N C I L A N D L A N D V A L U E S . 

A t t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e Glasgow Libera l Council , 
he ld in t h e T r a d e s Ha l l , Glasshouse S t r ee t , on 5 th Apr i l 
( r epo r t ed in t h e GLASGOW HERALD, 6 th Apri l) a n a n i m a t e d 
discussion t o o k p lace on t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values . 
Ex -Ba i l i e P e t e r B u r t p res ided ove r a good a t t e n d a n c e . 
A f t e r a r eso lu t ion express ing conf idence in t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
a n d a p p r o v a l of i t s pol icy h a d been p roposed a n d seconded , 
Mr . B u r t p r o p o s e d an a d d e n d u m t o t h e reso lu t ion , in t h e 
fo l lowing words :— 

F u r t h e r , t h a t t h i s m e e t i n g is in f a v o u r of t h e r a t i n g of 
l and va lues , a n d in v iew of t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e land 
v a l u a t i o n now be ing m a d e will n o t b e comple t ed un t i l 
1915, s u p p o r t s hea r t i l y t h e L a n d Values (Sco t l and ) Bill, 
1912, i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s b y Mr. 
D u n d a s W h i t e , M . P . 
T h e y h a d h a d t h e L ibe ra l P a r t y in p o w e r now for s ix 

yea r s , h e sa id , a n d those who h a d been fighting in t he 
wi lderness f o r 20 yea r s t o b r ing t h e m in to power h a d 
looked f o r w a r d t o sp l end id f r u i t be ing t h e resu l t of t h e 
change . T h e y h a d h a d s o m e good A c t s f r o m tho Libera l 
G o v e r n m e n t — n o t a b l y t h e P a r l i a m e n t Act . A t t h e s a m e 
t ime , t o his m i n d , t h e g r e a t gauge b y which t h e y m e a s u r e d 
all g o v e r n m e n t s was t h e condi t ion of t h e people . H e did 
n o t t h i n k t h e y could s a y t h a t t h e m a s s of t h e peop le had 
der ived v e r y m u c h benef i t ye t f r o m t h e legislat ion t h e y h a d 
h a d . S o m e of i t h a d d o n e good. H e ins tanced t h e Old 
Age Pens ions Act , b u t sa id it. mere ly t ouched t h e f r inge of 
t h e social p r o b l e m . Mr . L loyd George in his B u d g e t 
s t a t e m e n t h a d shown t h a t t h r e e - f o u r t h s of t h e wea l th of 
t h e c o u n t r y was in t h e h a n d s of a v e r y few people . W h e n 
t h e L ibera l G o v e r n m e n t w e n t i n to power one of t h e great 
promises was t h a t t h e y were t o a t t a c k t h e l and , which 
w a s ' t ho "root, nf^nll t h e monopol ies thn t a p p r o p r i a t e d t h e 

wea l t h . H a d t h e B u d g e t of 1909 been ca r r i ed as or iginal ly 
p roposed w i t h r ega rd t o t h e l and he (Mr. B u r t ) bel ieved 
t h e r e would h a v o been no coal s t r ike . W h a t was a t t h e 
b o t t o m of thnt. s t r i k e was that , a v e r y smal l p ropor t i on of 
t h e wea l th p r o d u c e d w e n t t o t h e mine r s . I n the T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values t h e y h a d t h e key t o t h e whole pos i t ion . 
H e c o m p l a i n e d t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t h a d not ca r r i ed o u t 
the i r p romises in t h a t connec t ion b y p o s t p o n i n g t h e com 
ple t ion of t h o v a l u a t i o n of t h e l a n d . H e fel t t ha t t h e real 
r eason t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y were losing elect ions was tha t 
t h e y h a d n o t in essence fulf i l led t h e p romises of t h e Genera l 
E lec t ions . L e t t h e m n o t t h i n k it was a l t oge the r because 
t h o people were be ing mis led b y m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s of t h e 
I n s u r a n c e Act . L e t t h e m face f a c t s . T h e people d id n o t 
v o t e for t h e m because t h o y were aga ins t the i r views. W h a t 
t he poople w a n t e d was b igger wages , a n d t h e quickest way 
t o ge t a b igger s h a r e of t h e wea l th p r o d u c e d was b y b reak-
ing u p t h e l a n d m o n o p o l y t h r o u g h t h e t a x a t i o n of values . 

Council lor Muir seconded . H e said t h e y were n o t 
a n x i o u s t o do a n y t h i n g t h a t would h a r a s s t h e G o v e r n m e n t . 
H o c o m p l a i n e d t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t were a f r a i d t o give 
t h e m a d i r ec t t a x u p o n l a n d . T h o y were a f r a id becauso 
t h e r e was a sec t ion in t h e r a n k s of t h o L ibera l P a r t y who 
were d e t e r m i n e d t o do e v e r y t h i n g possible t o d i v e r t t h o 
a t t e n t i o n of t h e people f r o m t h o l and ques t ion . 

A f t e r a l e n g t h y discuss ion tho resolut ion wi th tho 
a d d e n d u m was u n a n i m o u s l y a p p r o v e d . 

D U M F R I E S S H I R E . 

H O M E R U L E A N D T H E L A N D Q U E S T I O N . 

O n March 29th , accord ing t o t h e DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 
STANDARD, a n ove rc rowded m e e t i n g was held in t h e publ ic 
H a l l a t K i rkconne l undor t h e ausp ices of t h e D u m f r i e s 
a n d Ki rkconne l B r a n c h e s of tho U n i t e d I r ish League . 
Mr. Nigel M'Mil lan, T h e K n o w e , pres ided . 

Mr . J . O 'Donne l l Der r i ck , Glasgow, organiser of tho 
U n i t e d I r i sh League for Sco t l and , del ivered a s t i r r ing 
a n d racy addres s on " H o m e R u l e . " 

Mr. A d a m Muir , of t h e Scot t i sh L e a g u e for t he T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values , del ivered a telling addres s on t h e land 
ques t ion . H e said t h a t a l m o s t eve ry measu re i n t e n d e d 
for t h e benef i t of t he w o r k i n g classcs only enab led tho 
l andowners t o d r a w increased ren t s , a n d he insis ted t h a t t h e 
first s t e p t o w a r d s real p rogress e i the r in t he d i rec t ion of 
ra is ing wages, secur ing b e t t e r homes for t he people or 
r educ ing local ra tes , lay in t a x i n g a n d r a t ing t he va lue of 
l and for mun ic ipa l a n d na t i ona l purposes , in u n r a t i n g 
bui ld ings a n d u n t a x i n g t h e food of t h e people . 

T h o fol lowing resolu t ion , m o v e d b y Mr. Nigel M'Mil lan, 
: a n d seconded b y Mr. P e t e r M ' C a r t n e y , Ki rkconne l , was 
! u n a n i m o u s l y a d o p t e d :— 

This m e e t i n g af f i rms t h e r igh t of t h e people of I r e l a n d 
t o a N a t i o n a l P a r l i a m e n t , dec lares i ts belief t h a t tho 
oppos i t ion t o H o m e R u l e on tho p a r t of Union i s t a n d 
T o r y pol i t ic ians , a n d the i r p l ay on racial a n d religious 
pass ion, is in o rder to r e t a r d l and r e fo rm measu re s for 
G r e a t Br i t a in in t he in t e re s t of t h o l andowning class, 
a n d c o n g r a t u l a t e s t h e G o v e r n m e n t on the i r rosolve t o 
i n t r o d u c e n e x t m o n t h a m e a s u r e of I r i sh H o m e Ru le . W e 
urge t h e G o v e r n m e n t b y m e a n s of t h i s yea r ' s B u d g e t t o 
levy a t a x on t h e va lue of all l and , a n d t o levy t h e t a x 
on as h igh a scale as will m a k e it unp ro f i t ab l e t o land-
owners t o keep coal a n d o t h e r mine ra l land u n w o r k e d . 
Th i s m e e t i n g urges th i s r e fo rm, because if t h e t a x be 
suff ic ient ly high it will force all p resen t ly u n w o r k e d 
va luab le minera l l and i n to tho m a r k e t fo r use, t h u s c rea t ing 
add i t i ona l e m p l o y m e n t , he lp ing t o ra ise wages t h rough 
t h e increased d e m a n d for workers , while t he increased 
o u t p u t of coal will t e n d t o decrease i t s selling price. 
T h e s ec re t a ry was t h e n i n s t ruc t ed t o fo rward a copy 

t o Mr . Mol teno , M.P . fo r t h o c o u n t y ; Mr. Gu l l and . M.P . 
fo r D u m f r i e s B u r g h s ; Mr. Lloyd George, a n d Mr. J . E . 
R e d m o n d . 

S P R I N G B U R N , G L A S G O W , 

A resolu t ion similar t o t h e one passed b y t h e D u m f r i e s 
a n d Ki rkconne l B r a n c h e s of t h e U n i t e d I r ish League was 
pas sed u n a n i m o u s l y b v t h e S p r i n g b u r n U n i t e d I r ish League 
on March 24 th . on t he m o t i o n of Mr. Wil l iam Ke l ly , seconded 
b y Mr. R o b e r t M'Dowoll . 
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B O O K REVIEWS. 
" W A G E S A N D L A N D " A N D " L A N D O R L A N D 

V A L U E S . " 
T w o books u n d e r t h e a b o v e t i t les , f r o m tho p e n of 

.Tohan H a n s o n , h a v e r ecen t ly been pub l i shed b y Svenska 
Ande le fo r l age t , S tockho lm, Sweden. K n o w i n g t h e a u t h o r 
wo aro sat isf ied t h a t t h e y will be v a l u a b l e a n d ins t ruc t ive , 
b u t — u n f o r t u n a t e l y wo h a v o no t r a n s l a t o r a t h a n d . I n 
THE PUBLIC ( F e b r u a r y 2nd, 1912), however , Mr. E r i c Oberg 
gives a good a c c o u n t of b o t h these books . Of tho fo rmer , 
" W a g e s a n d L a n d , " ho s a y s :— 

" T h e a u t h o r t a k e s us b a c k as f a r a s tho t h i r t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y in E n g l a n d . H o shows us how, c o n t r a r y t o c o m m o n 
concept ions , t h e wages of l abour havo n o t c o n s t a n t l y 
increased t h r o u g h tho ages . T h e golden ago of l abour in 
E n g l a n d was tho fifteonth c e n t u r y . T h e pu rchas ing power 
of averago wages in E n g l a n d , referred t o t h e c o m m o n 
s t a n d a r d of t h e prico of b road , was in t h e y e a r 1500 twice 
t h a t in 1550, a n d moro t h a n four t imes t h a t in 1803, a n d 
six t imes t h a t in 1812. A b u n d a n c e of f ree l and a n d 
h igh w a g e s — t o t a l monopo l i sa t ion of l and a n d s t a r v a t i o n 
w a g e s — h a v o gono h a n d in h a n d . 

" A m o s t in te res t ing p a r t of t h e book is t h a t which 
re fers t o tho causes of t h o rise of wages in E n g l a n d d u r i n g 
t h o p a s t c e n t u r y . W h i l e m a n y o thor causes, of course, 
h a v e been c o n t r i b u t o r y , t h o f ac t t h a t mil l ions of acres 
of f ree or c h e a p land bocamo ava i lab le t o t h e toi l ing masses 
of E u r o p o d u r i n g t h o p a s t c e n t u r y , h a s been t h e p r i m a r y 
cause of t h e v ic tor ies of l abou r in i t s s t rugg le for a l iving 
wage. These mill ions of acrcs were across tho sea, b u t 
n o t inaccessible, a n d Amer i ca ' s choaper soil has , indeed, 
been tho i rresis t ible economic forco t h a t has e l eva ted t h e 
condi t ions of l abour in E u r o p e , a n d especial ly in E n g l a n d . " 

O f t h o l a t t e r , L A N D OR L A N D V A L U E S , h o s a y s : — 
" I n a book of ovor 200 pages , t h o a u t h o r h a s f u r n i s h e d 

a v e r y comple te rev iew of t h e progress of l and va lue 
t a x a t i o n all over t h e wor ld , t h e m e t h o d s emp loyed , a n d t h e 
resu l t s ach ieved . T h e book is t h e revised a n d en la rged 
edi t ion of an appea l addressed t o t h e m e m b e r s of t h e 
Swedish R i k s d a g (Pa r l i amen t ) . I t con ta ins a m a s s of 
i n f o r m a t i o n , g iv ing de ta i l s of t h e s y s t e m of t a x a t i o n in 
eve ry c o u n t r y , s t a t e or c i ty where a n y k ind of l and v a l u e 
t a x a t i o n is in force. M e t h o d s for a sce r t a in ing si te va lues 
a r e dea l t w i th , n o t a b l y t h e s y s t e m used in N e w Y o r k C i t y . " 

T H E R I S E O F D E M O C R A C Y . * 
T h e o r d i n a r y school h i s t o r y m a i n l y d i rec ts t h e a t t e n t i o n 

of tho scholar t o t r iv ia l a n d u n i m p o r t a n t th ings , t o t h e 
names , mar r i ages , quar re l s , illnesses, conques t s a n d d e a t h s 
of kings a n d queens , ignor ing tho rea l v i t a l issues shap ing 
t h e des t in ies a n d d e t e r m i n i n g t h o social, pol i t ical a n d 
economic evo lu t ion of t h e na t ion . H e n c e i t is t h a t t h e 
s t u d y of h i s to ry does n o t hold the i r a t t e n t i o n , t h a t t h e 
impress ions le f t b y i t a rc b lu r r ed a n d ind i s t inc t , a s well 
a s false a n d mis leading . To cor rec t t he se impress ions , 
t o give his readers some cluo to t h o l a b y r i n t h of h i s to ry , 
some clear concept ion of t h e rea l causes p r o d u c i n g t h e 
Grea t B r i t a i n of t o -day , seems to h a v e been t h e a sp i r a t ion 
of tho a u t h o r of t h i s book . And on t h e whole ho h a s 
well accompl i shed his t a s k . 

H i s a im, as ho tells u s in his P re f ace , " h a s been to 
t r ace t h e t ravel lod road of tho Eng l i sh people t o w a r d s 
D e m o c r a c y , a n d to po in t o u t ce r t a in l a n d m a r k s on t h e 
road , in t h e h o p e t h a t r eadors m a y be t u r n e d t o e x a m i n e 
m o r e closely for t hemse lves t h e j o u r n e y t a k e n . " ' H e n c e 
he gives us sho r t b u t lucid accoun t s of t h o ear ly s t ruggles 
aga ins t t h e abso lu t i sm of t h e Crown ; of t h e first t imorous 
a sp i r a t ions a n d t e n t a t i v o s t eps t o w a r d s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
G o v e r n m e n t ; of tho p o p u l a r insur rec t ions of 1196, 1381, 
1450, a n d 1549 ; of t h e upr is ing aga in s t t h e t y r a n n y 
of t h e S t u a r t s ; of L i lbu rne ' s democra t i c p r o t e s t aga ins t 
t h e m i l i t a r y rulo es tab l i shed b y Cromwel l ; of t h e doings 
a n d theor ies of W i n s t a n l o y a n d his Diggers ; of Con-
s t i t u t i ona l G o v e r n m e n t u n d e r Ar i s toc ra t i c d o m i n i o n ; of 
t h e g r a d u a l rise of t h e D e m o c r a t i c idea , a s f o r m u l a t e d in t h e 
wr i t ings of J o h n Locke, T h o m a s H o b b e s , Rousseau , T h o m a s 
P a i n e a n d o the r s ; of t h e e ra of P a r l i a m e n t a r y R e f o r m 
a n d tho e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t of tho people ; a n d finally of 

D e m o c r a c y a t work d u r i n g t h e p r e s e n t c e n t u r y . Mr. 
C lay ton ' s c o m m e n t s a n d cr i t ic isms of t h e wr i t ings of 
D e m o c r a t i c theor is t s , such as Locke a n d Rousseau , a re 
special ly w o r t h y of a t t e n t i o n ; a n d his sh rewd c o m m e n t s 
on some m o d e r n m o v e m e n t s a r e of real va lue . B u t we 
regre t t h a t ho d id no t omi t his s u m m a r y of t h e w o r k a n d 
c h a r a c t e r of m e n still l iving a n d ac t ive a m o n g s t us ; fo r , 
a p a r t f r o m o the r cons idera t ions , these seem t o us to d e t r a c t 
f r o m t h e p e r m a n e n t va lue of his work . Stil l i t is a book 
which we should like t o see widely c i rcu la ted a m o n g s t 
t h e r is ing genera t ion . I t s a t t r a c t i v e a p p e a r a n c e a n d t h e 
m o d e r a t e prico a t which i t is publ i shed , m a k e it special ly 
su i t ab l e for b i r t h d a y g i f t s a n d school pr izes .—L. H . B . 
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Taxation and Anarchism. Aube ron H e r b e r t and J . H . 
L e v y . T h e Per sona l R i g h t s Associa t ion , 11, Abbevi l le 
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o r ough t t o be, u n d e r discussion. B y L . G. Chiozza Money , 
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SOME APPRECIATIONS OF " LAND VALUES. " 

A Glasgow cor responden t writes, Apri l 2nd : " LAND 
VALUES for April is u p t o liigli wa te r m a r k , a n d is g rea t ly 
relished b y those who h a v e seen i t . " 

* * * 

Anothe r cor respondent , also f rom Glasgow, wri tes , s a m e 
d a t e : " I n r ead ing t h e March issue of LAND VALUES, I 
fe l t it was a p i t y t h a t th i s p a p e r could no t reach t h e h o m e 
of every work ing m a n . I t h o u g h t it a mos t v a l u a b l e 
p e n n y w o r t h . A p a r t f r o m t h e splendid t each ing of t h e 
pape r , t h e r epor t s you give of some of t h o deba t e s in t h e 
H o u s e of C o m m o n s is w o r t h more t h a n t h e m o n e y . I 
a m unemployed now, because of t h e coal s t r ike, b u t w h e n 
I ge t back t o work I will n o t fail t o pass round t h e l i t e ra tu re 
you h a v e sen t me, as well as t h e March a n d April copies of 
L A N D V A L U E S . " 

* * * 

A th i rd Glasgow cor respondent w r i t e s : " I c a n n o t 
re f ra in wr i t ing y o u t o cong ra tu l a t e you on LAND VALUES 
a n d Its Supp lement th is m o n t h . I h a v e been devour ing i t , 
a n d I m u s t confess t h e in fo rmat ion given in its co lumns 
of t h e work t h a t is being done b o t h here a n d a b r o a d is 
inspir ing. 1 t h i n k t h a t Wedgwood in t h e H o u s e and 
Smi thson in t h e coun t ry , n o t forge t t ing all t h e o thers , a r e 
real ly doing heroic work . Fels ' in te rv iew is a t r e a t . 
T h e whole m a t t e r in t h i s m o n t h ' s p a p e r (March) is like a 
t r i u m p h a l procession, a n d t h e grea t work t h a t is be ing d o n e 
is b o u n d t o yield f ru i t a t n o d i s t a n t d a t e . " 

* * * 

A Member of P a r l i a m e n t ' phoned : " T h i s m o n t h ' s p a p e r 
(April) is sp lendid . Send 100 copies t o m y a g e n t . " * « » 

A R u r a l Dis t r ic t Councillor sen t o n 2nd April " a list 
of n a m e s and addresses in his d is t r ic t for th is specially good 
n u m b e r . " 

« » » 
A teacher of Polit ical E c o n o m y w r i t e s : " Your r epor t s 

of P a r l i a m e n t a r y Deba t e s in I,AND VALUES Supp lemen t s 
m u s t bo k e p t up . T h e y a re of immense va lue . " 
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A L o n d o n cor respondent wri tes : " W e were del ighted t o 
receive t h e pape r (LAND VALUES) th is morning a n d devoured 
i t w i t h in teres t a n d p leasure ." 

T h e Secre ta ry of t h e P o r t s m o u t h League writes (April 
10th) : " W e are all m o r e t h a n pleased wi th tliis m o n t h ' s 
issue of LAND VALUES; i t is excellent in every pa r t i cu l a r . " 

MY STORY, 
BY 

TOM L. JOHNSON, 

The Autobiography of a Great 

A m erica n. 

Edited by ELIZABETH J. HAUSER. 

T h i s book, which is of the most p ro found 

interest to Single Taxers , can now be pro-

cured , pr ice 9 / 6 pos t f ree, f rom T H E U N I T E D 

C O M M I T T E E FOR T H E T A X A T I O N OK L A N D V A L U E S , 

11, Tothi l l Street , Wes tmins t e r , London, S .W. 

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 

" H O W TO REDUCE YOUR RATES AND TAXES." 
Mr. J o h n O'Connor , Roys ton , wr i tes :—-
I h a v e ju s t finished read ing t h o p a m p h l e t wi th t h e above 

t i t le . I t is indeed excellent in every way, par t i cu la r ly as a 
m e t h o d of p r o p a g a n d a . Tho " ge t -up could no t bo 
improved for t h e pu rpose for which it is used. T h e lavish 
m a n n e r in which t h e f ac t s aro packed in it a n d t h o w a y 
t h e y a re d isp layed ough t t o a rouse considerable in teres t in 
t h e l and ques t ion a m o n g working men . I , a t a n y ra te , 
a m one person whoso in te res t has been s t imu la t ed . I h a v e 
r ead a t var ious t imes a few art icles a n d p a m p h l e t s on t h e 
land ques t ion , b u t nowhere h a v e I como across such an 
a r r a y of solid f ac t a n d so in teres t ingly d isp layed as in t h e 
p a m p h l e t " H o w t o R e d u c e you r R a t e s a n d T a x e s . " I t 
is h a r d l y possible t o pra ise one leaflet more t h a n a n o t h e r — 
t h e y a r e all good. B u t those which will m a k e t h e mos t 
d i rect appea l to work ing men a n d mos t easily unders tood 
are, I t h i n k , Nos . 31, 7, 33, 27, a n d 40. 

No . 31 m a k e s a pa r t i cu la r ly power fu l appea l , and is 
ca lcula ted t o a rouse all t h o r e sen tmen t of t h e workers 
aga ins t a sys t em so a b s u r d a n d u n j u s t . 

W i t h a case such as you have, backed u p b y t h e ' a b s u r -
di t ies a n d anomal ies of t b e p resen t sys tem, t h e wonder t o 
m e is t h a t t h e l and ques t ion has n o t become a m o r e 
p r o m i n e n t f e a tu r e of t h o working m a n ' s in teres t . 

MR. JOSEPH FELS IN CANADA AND THE 
UNITED STATES. 

T h o S Q U A R E D E A L , f o r M a r c h ( t h e o r g a n of t b e T a x 
Refo rm League of Ontar io) , gives m u c h space to meet ings 
addressed b y Mr. Jo seph Fels in var ious towns ^ in 
Ontar io . As we have repor ted in our previous issues, Mr. Fels 
has accomplished a grea t a m o u n t of speaking and wri t ing 
dur ing his recent visit to Canada a n d tho Uni ted S ta tes . 

A f u r t h e r large b a t c h of cu t t ings f rom Un i t ed S ta tes 
newspapers gives evidence of bis act ivi t ies by voice anil pen 
in tho S ta tes sinco his Canadian t r ip . One art icle which 
h e c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h o P H I L A D E L P H I A P U B L I C L E D G E R of 
7th April is par t icu lar ly bracing. I t s ind ic tmen t of land-
lordism is so forceful t h a t t h e mos t biassed reader could no t 
fail to bo impressed. 

A t a d inner given b y the M a n h a t t a n Single T a x Club, 
held F e b r u a r y 22nd, he praised t b e work of tho Uni ted 
Commit tee . Mr. a n d Mrs. Fels sailed f rom New York , on 
the " Maure t an i a , " 24th April. 

In a le t ter , da ted Phi ladelphia , April 13th, Mr. F e b writes : 
" I a m inclined to become personal ly more mi l i t an t when 

I get back , and I propose to t a k e t he s t u m p when a n d 
where I can be really effective. I should like to get before 
business organisat ions, such as B o a r d s of T rade , Chambers 
of Commerce, t b e Surveyors ' I n s t i t u t e , and such like. 
No th ing would give mo more sa t is fact ion thith to get before 
t h e Surveyors ' I n s t i t u t i on to answer somo things which 
some of t he member s h a v e been saying abou t me . Please 
keep your eye open for the r ight kind of a p p o i n t m e n t s for m e . " 

100,000 D O L L A R S F O R T H E B E S T M O N U M E N T 
TO TOM L. J O H N S O N . 

T b e following is a copy of a te legram sent b y Mr. Fels 
on the l l t l i April to t h e Hon . Newton Baker , Mayor of 
Cleveland. I t tells its own s t o r y : — 

" Papers announce Commit tee t o - d a y deciding n a t u r e of 
memoria l to T o m L. J o h n s o n . I n T o m ' s name, were he 
alive, a n d for those believing as he did in equal oppo r tun i ty 
a n d economic f reedom, I p ro tes t aga ins t o ther m o n u m e n t 
t h a n the use of memor ia l f u n d s to br ing abou t t he Singlo 
T a x a n d consequent des t ruc t ion of special privilege. Tf this 
only app rop r i a t e course bo t aken , I agree to double tho 
a m o u n t of subscr ipt ions u p to $100,000. T o m L. Johnson 
worked for a grea t principle. T o f u r t h e r t h a t principle is 
t h e only memoria l wor th while ." 

UNITED STATES. 
F R E E T R A D E C A M P A I G N . 

T w e n t y years ago H e n r y George ' s PROTECTION OR FREE 
T R A D E w a s p r i n t e d i n t h e C O N G R E S S I O N A L R E C O R D . S i x 
m e m b e r s of tho House d ivided t h e book among t h e m , and 
each, unde r t he " leave t o p r in t " privilege, in t roduced a 
section into tho RECORD as part, of his r emarks du r ing a 
d e b a t e on wool. These m e m b e r s were : Hon . T o m L. 
Johnson , of Ohio ; H o n . William J . Stone, of K e n t u c k y ; 
Hon . Jo seph E . Wash ing ton , of Tennessee ; H o n . George 
W. F i t h i an , of Illinois ; H o n . T h o m a s Bowman , of I o w a ; and 
Hon . J e r r y Simpson, of Kansas . By an old rule, wha teve r 
appears in t h e RECORD is privileged to bo sent th rough the 
mails f ree under a Congressional f r ank . PROTECTION OR 
FREE TRADE had therefore become f rankable . F u n d s were 
raised by j iopular subscr ip t ion to mee t t h e expense of 
pr in t ing, and in the fo rm of a s ix ty- four page pamph le t , 
one million and s ix ty- two t housand copies wero pr in ted 
and circulated. 

This circulat ion took place in t h e second Pres ident ia l 
s t ruggle be tween Grover Cleveland and Ben jamin Harr i son . 

His to ry repeats itself. Now, again , in a Pres ident ia l 
campaign the tariff is to be t he d o m i n a n t issue. 

T h e Fels F u n d Commission of Cincinnat i , Ohio, will a t once 
u n d e r t a k e a tariff educat ional campaign with a new edit ion 
o f P R O T E C T I O N OR F R E E T R A D E . I t h o p e s t o c i r c u l a t e a 
million copies. I t will charge cents a copy to cover 
t h e ba re cost of pr in t ing and handl ing. T h e t y p e will 
be such as is used in o rd inary newspaper editorials. 

E a c h book will be enclosed in a sealed, f r anked envelope, 
r eady for addressing and d ropp ing into t he mail. Anyone 
can get as m a n y copies as they care to subscribe for. 
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H E N R Y G E O R G E J U N . ' S V I E W O F T H E 
P O L I T I C A L S I T U A T I O N . 

H e n r y George, J u n . , wri tes (March 19th) :— 
' M y in te res t in y o u r g rea t polit ics is lessened only b y 

a n in tense in te res t in pol i t ical a n d economic th ings here 
Our progress is in all d i rec t ions a t once : b a c k w a r d a n d 
fo rward , clearly defined a n d confused ; b u t t h a n k God we 
a re m o v i n g a n d mov ing fas t . P e r h a p s i t is t h e na t iona l 
charac te r i s t i c t h a t m a k e s our people conf ident t h a t we a r e 
going t o come o u t all right.' You a n d I h a v e a ph i losophy 
which goes down t o t he b o t t o m of th ings , a n d we can feel 
conf iden t t h a t wi th an ac t ive , ne rvous , inqu i r ing people 
progress is sure if wo can only keep u p t h e inqu i ry . M y 
feel ing is t h a t j u s t now th i s m a t t e r of keeping u p is cer ta in , 
t h e high cost of l iving is t h e spu r . W o pers is t a n d will 
c o n t i n u e t o pers is t u n d e r t h o reign of privilege, a n d so I 
a m m o r e a n d more hope fu l . Tho tariff d e b a t e grows moro 
radica l , tho a t t a c k on privilego becomes m o r e dras t i c , a n d 
we h a v e less a n d less t o f ea r t h a t a n y apprec iab le m e a s u r e of 
soc ia l i sm will be a t t e m p t e d in th i s c o u n t r y , wherever else 
i t m a y bo t r ied . Of course t h e t a x a t i o n of l and va lues is 
n o t rea l ly on y e t . W o h a v e a largo measu re of i t in our 
munic ipa l i t ies . T o ge t m o r o will m o a n a h a r d s t ruggle . 
V e t our ideas aro m a k i n g f r i ends everywhere , a n d t h e 
coming Pres iden t ia l c a m p a i g n wi th a revivif ied democra t i c 
p a r t y oppos ing t h o p r o t e c t i v e pr inciple , o u r progress will 
be quick i n d e e d . " 

£8,712,000 A N A C R E ! 
T h e m o s t v a l u a b l e b i t of real e s t a t e t h a t has r ecen t ly 

changed h a n d s is, a cco rd ing fo t h e N e w York pape r s , t h o 
s i to in t h e c i t y m e n t i o n e d of Mr. J . P i e r p o n t Morgan ' s 
p ro j ec t ed new " skysc rape r " office bu i ld ing in Wal l St reet 
oppos i t e t h o S tock E x c h a n g e , a t t h e corner of B r o a d w a y ' 
which h a s cost , i t is s t a t e d , t h e record pr ice of £200 per 
squa ro foo t , or a t o t a l of £1,800,000 [or a t t h e r a t e of 
£8,712,000 a n aero—ED. L.V.] . 

F o r t y y e a r s ago Mr. M o r g a n ' s new i n v e s t m e n t was 
b o u g h t b y Mr. A n t h o n y Drexe l for less t h a n £100,000, 
so t h a t t h e " u n e a r n e d i n c r e m e n t " m a y bo p u t a t t w e n t y 
t imes t h e or iginal cost.—ESTATES GAZETTE, 9 th March 

E Q U I T A B L E L I F E A S S U R A N C E S I T E ( N E W 
Y O R K ) . I N C R E A S E D V A L U E . 

T h e b o a r d of d i rec to rs of t h e E q u i t a b l e L i fe Assurance 
Society, whose fine offices in t h e B r o a d w a y , N e w York 
were r ecen t ly b u r n e d d o w n , h a v e v o t e d t h a t ' t h e s i te of t h e 
bui lding, wh ich faces on t o t h o B r o a d w a y a n d Cedar 
I inc. a n d N a s s a u St ree ts , shall be sold, if a s a t i s f ac to ry 
price can ho ob ta ined , because of i t s g r e a t l y e n h a n c e d 
value. Las t y e a r t h e v a l u e of t h e s i te i tself , exclusive 
ot t h e bui ld ing, was assessed a t £1,900.000, b u t in v iew 
of t h e r ap id increase in p r o p e r t y v a l u e s in lower B r o a d w a y 
th i s is r ega rded as now fa r below t h e m a r k , a n d s o m e 
expe r t s p lace tho p r e s e n t va lue as h igh as £4.000,000 
And so t h e d i rec tors h a v e v o t e d that , if a " s a t i s f a c t o r y 
p r i ce " c a n bo ob t a ined t h i s h a n d y l i t t lo p lo t of g round 
s h a l l b e s o l d . — P R O P E R T Y M A R K E T R E V I E W , 9 t h M a r c h . 

L A N D V A L U E S I N S E A T T L E . 
A c c o r d i n g t o t h o T O L E D O N E W S - B E E of M a r c h 9 t h , i n 

1800 J o h n H . Nage l took u p 100 acres of f r ee l and in w h a t 
is now tho h e a r t of Sea t t le . I n 1874 Nagel became insane 
a n d was s e n t t o t h e S t a t e a sy lum, wliero he r ema ined a 
charge on tho publ ic , unt i l 1S97, w h e n he d ied . A t ru s t ee 
tor his e s t a t e h a d been a p p o i n t e d b y tho cou r t w h e n he 
became insane, who sold pa rce l s of l and f r o m t ime t o t i m e 
to p a y tho t a x e s on t h e balance . T h o r ema inde r in 1898 
was wor th fu l ly £00,000. Now i t is ev iden t , s avs t h e 
NEWS-BEE, t h a t th is v a l u e was n o t c r ea t ed b v J o h n H 
Nagel, who was in an insane a s y l u m a n d t h a t it. was c rea ted 
* L n ™ p e 0 p l e ° £ S e a t t l e - U is also e v i d e n t t h a t when th is 

u • w a s g , v e n t o N a S e l ' 3 non- res ident heirs, who d id 
no th ing t o e a r n it, t h a t i t w a s t a k e n f r o m the peoplo who 
did c rea te i t . E v e r y m a n , w o m a n , a n d child in Sea t t l e 
was poorer because of t ins being t a k e n f r o m t h e m . " F o r 
if a n y o n e gets w i t h o u t ea rn ing , o the r s m u s t ea rn w i t h o u t 
ge t t ing . Some people d o u b t t h o c la im t h a t l and values 
a r e c r ea t ed by t h e g r o w t h of t h e c i ty , a n d a r e no t d u e t o t h e 
e f for t s of t h o s e who now a p p r o p r i a t e t h e m . T h e case of 
J o h n Nagel seems t o a rgue for t h o l a n d - t a x propos i t ion 

THE POSITION IN NEW ZEALAND. 

f r o m Auck land on 24th J a n u a r y , Mr. A r t h u r 
YVithy, who l e f t E n g l a n d some t w o years ago , t o 
t a k e u p t h e work of f u r t h e r i n g t h e l and va lues m o v e m e n t 
in New Zea land , says :— 

T h e resul t s of t h e elections here m u s t , on t h e face of t h e m , 
h a v e been a g r ea t d i s a p p o i n t m e n t t o y o u all a t home. 
A n d you would especial ly be d i sappo in ted a n d surpr i sed 
a t t h e d e f e a t of t h e H o n . Geo. Fowlds in Grey L y m e . B u t , 
h a p p i l y , t h e resu l t s a re n o t so b a d as t h e y look. Mr. 
Eowlds is b y n o m e a n s d o w n h e a r t e d . H e is as fu l l of f ight 
as ever , if n o t m o r e so, a n d he is d e t e r m i n e d t o m a k e a 
s t r e n u o u s t h r e e years ' c ampa ign , w i t h a view t o ge t t i ng 
a t least a c o m p a c t L a n d Values P a r t y , if n o t a L a n d Values 
M a j o r i t y , in t h o H o u s e n e x t t ime . 

I t is easy to b e wise a f t e r t h e even t , a n d I t h i n k t h o resu l t 
of t h e elect ion was a su rpr i se to p rac t ica l ly e v e r y b o d v 
hero a n d t o none more so t h a n t o t h e Opposi t ion themselves . 
Sir J o s e p h ' s accep tance of a n h e r e d i t a r y t i t le , h is a u t o -
c ra t ic ac t ion in giving t h e D r e a d n o u g h t " on his o w n " — 
folks call h i m tho D r e a d n o u g h t B a r o n e t !—and compul so ry 
mi l i t a ry service aro general ly accep ted as t h e chief 
ingred ien ts in his u n p o p u l a r i t y ; b u t I feel convinced t h a t 
w h a t real ly se t t l ed his chances was t h e lack of " t h e Lloyd 
Georgo t o u c h . " Only t h a t saved t h e Libera ls a t h o m e , 
a n d only t h a t could h a v e saved t h e m here . Tho h igh cost 
of l iving is m a k i n g itself severely fel t . Tho tariff is e q u a l 
t o a work ing m a n ' s income- tax of 3s. 6d. in t h e £ o n t h e 

i ave rage wage of £120 a y e a r , while equa l t o only | d . in t h e 
£ on £10,000 a year . H o u s e r en t s aro one- th i rd h ighe r 

, t h a n t h e y o u g h t t o be because of t h e t a x e s on t i m b e r , 
bu i lder ' s i ronmongery , co r ruga ted i ron, lead piping, p a i n t s 
a n d varnishes , &c., a n d speak ing genera l ly Is . is w o r t h in 
pu rchas ing power only 8d. or 9d., if as m u c h , as c o m p a r e d 
w i t h w h a t it would be u n d e r F ree T r a d e condi t ions . 

T h e people feel th is in the i r bones ; t h o u g h of course . 
: v e r y few indeed know w h a t is h u r t i n g t h e m a n d how t o p u t 

t h ings r igh t . B u t W a r d , ins tead of t a k i n g i m m e d i a t e 
i s t eps m las t y e a r ' s B u d g e t t o reduce tho cost of l iving o n t h e 
! lines sugges ted b y t h e H o n . Geo. Fowlds , m u s t needs fool 
j a ro imd was t i ng t ime a n d m o n e y b y a p p o i n t i n g a R o y a l 

Commiss ion t o inqui re i n t o t h e cost of l iving. A George 
F o w l d s B u d g e t would , I bel ieve, h a v e saved t h e s i t ua t i on . 

A t first s igh t i t looks as if a w a v e of r eac t ion h a d passed 
over the c o u n t r y , Massey 's Land lo rd P a r t y h a v i n g c a p t u r e d 
37 seats , while W a r d has only 35. L a b o u r a n d Socialism 4, 
a n d one I n d e p e n d e n t . (The H o u s e n u m b e r s 80 m e m b e r s 
in all . of w h o m 4 a re Maories, r e t u r n e d b y Maor i con-
s t i tuencies . Of these , one. Mr. N g a t a , is a m e m b e r of t h e 
Minis t ry , a n d the re fore inc luded in W a r d ' s followers above , 
whi le t he o the r t h r ee a re u n a t t a c h e d . ) B u t an ana lys i s 
ot t he vo te s cas t shows t h a t t h e g r ea t t r an s f e r of v o t e s 
was n o t f r o m W a r d t o Massey, but, f r o m W a r d ' s L ibera l 
L a b o u r P a r t y t o a more a d v a n c e d s e c t i o n — L a b o u r , a n d , 
t o a smal l e x t e n t , Socialism. 

Of t h e vo te s c a s t — 

48 22 per cent , were for t h e G o v e r n m e n t (Ward) . 
„ ,, „ Oppos i t ion (Massey). 

12-73 .. ,. „ L a b o u r a n d Socialist . 
2 '62 .. ,, ,, I n d e p e n d e n t . 

.0*12 ,. ,, „ Proh ib i t ion i s t . 

T h e to ta l votes t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y w e r e : — 

F o r Massoyism 
Aga ins t 

173,648 
304.681 

Major i ty against 131,038 

I n Wel l ing ton (five sea ts) t he to ta l s were : 

For Masseyism 
Agains t 

Ma jo r i t y aga ins t 

15,748 
19.889 

4,141 

\ e t t h e Opposi t ion c a p t u r e d four sea t s o u t of t he five ' 
So t h a t tho large n u m b e r of sea ts held b y t h e Oppos i t ion is 
s imp ly t h e resul t of t he flukey work ing of our electoral 
sy s t em, t h e anomal ies of which t h e second ba l lo t seems if 
a n y t h i n g t o accen tua t e . As a m a t t e r of f ac t , Massey got 
on ly 36 per cent , of tho votes , b u t he holds 46 per cen t . 
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of t h e sea t s in t h e H o u s e ; whereas unde r a j u s t sys tem of 
p ropor t iona l r ep resen ta t ion the resul t would h a v e ' b e e n : 

G o v e r n m e n t . . . . . . 37 
Massey . . . . 27 
L a b o u r a n d Socialist 10 
I n d e p e n d e n t . . . . . . 2 

Such a resu l t would l iave p u t a very d i f ferent complexion 
on m a t t e r s , especial ly as unde r a j u s t propor t iona l sys tem 
such m e n as Messrs. Fowlds , Hogg , McLaren and Mack, 
to m e n t i o n a few only of our suppor te r s who were defea ted , 
would h a v e cer ta in ly been elected. I of course a t t a c k e d 
the v e r y c i tadel of privilege and monopo ly in tho N o r t h 
I s l and , if n o t t h r o u g h o u t New Zealand , and t h o u g h tho 
p r o p a g a n d a work u n d o u b t e d l y did m u c h good, wi th such 
a t ide aga in s t t h o Liberal P a r t y as t h a t which proved 
t o bo runn ing , I had no chance . 

W i t h such a na r row vo t ing marg in be tween par t ies , and 
wi th t h e ba l ance of power in t he h a n d s of such diverse 
e lements as four L a b o u r and Socialist member s , threo 
Maories, a n d ono I n d e p e n d e n t , tho posi t ion is necessari ly 
one of v e r y uns t ab le equi l ibr ium, a n d almost a n y t h i n g 
m a y h a p p e n . I t is impossible t o gauge t h e s i tua t ion 
a t all, till t h ings h a v e se t t led down somewha t . 

One of t h e m o s t hope fu l f ea tu res of tho s i t ua t i on is t h a t 
t h e L a b o u r P a r t y , t h o u g h i t had in t h e l a te fight l i t t le or 110 
organ isa t ion , increased i t s vo t e f r o m 14,000 in 1908 to 
56,000—a four-fold increase ; and i t is also v e r y well 
af fected t o w a r d s t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values. A s t r enuous 
a t t e m p t is be ing m a d e t o ge t this p a r t y well organised before 
t he n e x t general elect ion, come when it m a y , a n d b ranches 
of t h e L a b o u r P a r t y a re being es tabl ished here , there , 
a n d everywhere . 
^ T h e l and p l ank of t h e p a r t y ' s p l a t f o r m is p u r e Single 

" A land sys t em shall be es tab l i shed which shal l br ing 
in to t h e m o s t p roduc t i ve use, e i ther b y p r i v a t e or b y 
publ ic en terpr i se , all n a t u r a l r e sources ; shall m a k e 
absen tee ownership a n d p r iva t e monopo ly in land 
impossible ; shall secure t o t h e l and holder all t he 
va lues c rea ted b y h i m a n d those only ; all such va lues 
t o be e x e m p t f r o m all t a x a t i o n ; a n d shall secure t o t h e 
public in a n a n n u a l t a x all t h e va lues c rea ted by the 
publ ic . " 
B u t t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values is no t as y e t inc luded in 

the i r " i m m e d i a t e fighting p l a t f o r m . " This , however , will, 
I t h ink , soon be remedied . T h e y h a v e invi ted us to 
co-operate wi th t h e m , a n d on F e b r u a r y 12th n e x t Messrs. 
Fowlds , McNab , O ' R e g a n , a n d I a r e t o m e e t P ro f . Mills, 
t he H o n . J . T. P a u l (Upper House) a n d Messrs. McLaren 
(late m e m b e r for Well ington Eas t ) , a n d Mack (Labour 
cand ida t e for Parnel l ) in Conference a t Wel l ington t o discuss 
prel iminaries . All t he L a b o u r r ep resen ta t ives a re s t rong 
believers in t h e R a t i n g a n d T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values , so 
we have eve ry h o p e t h a t t h e Conference will agree to Mr. 
Fowlds ' " N e w Evange l " t a x proposa ls be ing given the 
fo remos t place in t h e fighting p l a t fo rm . If so, while of 
course n o t merg ing our i den t i t y in thei rs , we shall be able 
to work con amort w i th t h e L a b o u r P a r t y , un i t ing all tho 
workers of New Zea land , all t he usefu l people, employers 
a n d employees alike, for t h u s is Mills' a im. in t he fight 
against t h e privileges a n d monopol ies b y m e a n s of which 
the useless people now explo i t t he useful people of t he 
dominion . W e h a v e good hopes t h a t e v e n ' sect ion of t he 
workers , excep t , of course, t h e general s t r ike revolu t ionar ies , 
who a re q u i t e hopeless a n d impossible, will pul l toge ther 
wi th th i s in view. 

I am a l r eady in touch w i t h several of t he L a b o u r P a r t y 
Branches . T h e Wel l ington B r a n c h w a n t m e t o del iver 
a series of open-a i r l an te rn addresses unde r the i r auspices. 
Last week I addressed a n u m b e r of mee t ings a t Has t i ngs 
a n d Napie r , a n d a f t e r m y address to t he H a s t i n g s L a b o u r 
P a r t y , t h e y passed, unan imous ly , a resolut ion " s t rongly 
urging tho adop t ion of p ropor t iona l r ep resen ta t ion a n d an 
i m m e d i a t e r educ t ion of tho cost of l iving b y subs t an t i a l l y 
reduc ing ra i lway r a t e s a n d t h e cus toms t a x e s on necessaries, 
t h e f u n d s requi red for th is purpose t o be ra ised b y the 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues . " Other hope fu l s igns a re tho 
le t ters of i nqu i ry we a r e ge t t i ng f r o m all par ts , of t he 
c o u n t r y a n d the f ac t t h a t we l iave h a d qu i t e a r u n on 
PROGRESS AND POVERTY in Wel l ing ton and h a v e t o order 
more f rom Mr. H u i e — o u r nea res t source of supp ly . W e 
find t h a t J l r . B a g o t ' s c h e a p edi t ion t a k e s bes t . 

LIBERATOR will show you t h a t we are still keep ing the 
fight going. 

FROM SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

A Melbourne cor respondent writes (15th March) :— 
Firs t let m e say how refreshing it is to read of the 

s t renuous work going on in Tothi l l S t ree t , and to note t he 
hopeful and de te rmined spir i t which you r let ters b rea the . 

T h e var ious i tems of news of t he m o v e m e n t are deeply 
in teres t ing and s t imula t ing . 

All t h a t you wr i te of t be progress and prospects in t be 
Old Count ry convinces mo more t h a n ever t h a t your field 
is a vas t ly moro promis ing ono a t present t h a n Austra l ia . 

Tho Protec t ionis t vi rus is moro r a m p a n t t h a n ever, 
t h e people general ly liavo never been so prosperous, t he 
Federal L a b o u r P a r t y are unde r a d a r k cloud and it is jus t 
tho hardes t th ing in t he world to get t h e public in teres ted, 
m u c h less en thused , 011 quest ions of political e c o n o m y ; 
still moro difficult to arouse discussion and interest on 
our pa r t i cu la r sub jec t in faco of t h e fact t h a t our only 
two met ropo l i t an dailies pract ical ly ignore a n y t h i n g we do. 
T o i l lus t ra te th i s :—McHugh has 'delivered four addresses 
in ono of our pr incipal publ ic halls : only two of which 
h a v e been not iced by e i ther of these papers and then in only-
ve ry brief a n d garbled reports . T h e two or th ree o the r 
open-air meet ings be has held have , of course, been ent i re ly 
ignored. T h e four addresses j u s t referred to h a v e been 
fair ly well a t t e n d e d , t b e audiences taper ing clown f rom 
a b o u t 600 to , say , 200. 

A coun t ry tou r is now being p l anned for h im wi th an old 
a n d very energetic Single T a x campa igne r—a Mr. L y g h t — 
as advance agen t and runner -up . and I th ink this work 
will bo more effective as there will no t be in t he c o u n t r y 
towns t be numerous coun te r -a t t r ac t ions which prevai l in this 
big ci ty, a n d fu r t he rmore t h e Pro tec t ionis t e lement is no t so 
s t rong in the coun t ry . 

For t he purpose of th i s campa ign it has been t h o u g h t 
well to fo rm a fresh body under tho t i t le of " T h e Free T r a d e 
a n d Land Values League , " which will be a wider umbre l la 
t h a n the Single T a x League , a n d we a re hopeful t h a t some 
good p r o p a g a n d a and educa t iona l work will resul t , 
also t h a t t h e y will ga ther in a goodly n u m b e r of subscribing 
member s to t h e cause. 

Ra t i ng R e f o r m is to be an integral , if secondary, p a r t 
of t he campaign work, and no d o u b t good work will be done 
b y McHugh and Lygh t on this sub j ec t as well as on the 
more general quest ion. 

As to t he political s i tua t ion general ly, a decided react ion 
seems to h a v e set in in mos t of t be S ta tes against the Fede ra l 
Labour P a r t y , and there is reason to believe t h a t t he leaders 
are anxious as to t he ou t come of t he n e x t elections in April 
of nex t year . 

T h e d isappoint ing and perplexing th ing a b o u t Aust ra l ian 
polit ics a t p resen t is t h a t t he fight does no t proceed on a n y 
issues of big principle such as you h a v e in Eng land . There 
is still t he L a b o u r P a r t y wi th its c rude sectional and 
Socialist p r o g r a m m e on t h e one h a n d , and on the o ther 
all o ther sections of t h e c o m m u n i t y moro or less a la rmed 
and ben t on ge t t ing t hem ou t of t h e way . So much is this 
t h e case t h a t old- t ime F ree T r a d e organs such as t h e Mel-
bourne ARGUS and the two big Sydney dailies have qui te 
s u n k t h e fiscal quest ion for fear of a l ienat ing t be s t rong 
Pro tec t ion i s t e lement in t h e An t i -Labour i t e ranks . 

You will unde r s t and t h a t under these d is t rac t ing con-
di t ions it is difficult to get a good hear ing for our specific 
p r o p a g a n d a b u t wo in tend to follow you r example a n d peg 
a w a y wi th our work, as you are doing this year under 
s o m e w h a t s imilar c i rcumstances . 

I a t t e n d e d an in teres t ing li t t le Conference of Single T a x 
delegates of tho Leagues in th i s S t a t e , New South Wales 
a n d South Austral ia , an accoun t of which will p robab ly 
be given in t he nex t issue of PROGRESS and the STANDARD. 
A m o n g t h e i tems discussed was a proposal f rom Charles 
D a n a Miller, of New York , t o issuo a special edition of t he 
SINGLE TAX REVIEW deal ing wi th t he progress of Land Value 
T a x a t i o n in Austra l ia , a f t e r t h e s ty le of tho Vancouver 
n u m b e r issued a few m o n t h s ago. Al though tho Confer-
ence was of opinion t h a t such an issue would h a v e no 
par t icu la r local valuo it was t h o u g h t t h a t t he deb t we, in 
Austra l ia , owe t o your e f for t s in t h e Old Count ry a n d to 
those of Mr. Fels, placed us imder an obligat ion to fall in 
wi th Mr. Miller's proposal , a n d so we decided to offer Mr. 
Hodgkiss ' s or Mr. Hu ie ' s services t o wri to u p the case 
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I t a p p e a r e d to us t h a t a ful l s t a t e m e n t of t he d e v e l o p m e n t 
of t h e m o v e m e n t in Aust ra l ia u p t o d a t e m i g h t be va luab le 
a n d eneouraging to workers in t h e cause, in t h e U . K . , Canada 
a n d U.S. , even if it does no t reach m a n y outs ide th is circle. 
I t h i n k you will be pleased t o hear this . 

I also t ook the o p p o r t u n i t y last n igh t of reading you r 
le t te rs t o t h e Conference, and I can assure you t h a t t h e y 
were l is tened to wi th deep in te res t a n d admi ra t i on a t t h e 
splendid f ight y o u a r e p u t t i n g u p for t h e good cause. 
Pa r t i cu la r ly g ra t i fy ing were t h e references t o t h e ga l lan t 
wor k of Mrs. C rompton JDavies. Most inspir ing is it to see 
a y o u n g mar r i ed w o m a n like Mrs. Davies devo t ing her 
energies t o publ ic work of th is k ind ; would t h a t we had a 
few such spiri ts a m o n g us here ! 

M a n y t h a n k s for t h e var ious enclosures a n d p a m p h l e t s 
you havo sent me, all of which are m o s t welcome and will 
be digested in due course. 1 h a v e no t yet h a d t ime to read 
t h e r epo r t of Lloyd George 's speech a t t h e City Liberal 
Club, which you sent m e . This is a t r e a t in s tore. Apropos 
of you r r emark " no d o u b t it will only be repor ted in p a r t 
in you r papers " 1 a m pos t ing you separa te ly tho cabled 
repor t s (?) in t he ARGUS and AGE of this speech, as well 
as of t h a t of B o n a r L a w of a week earl ier , t o give you somo 
idea of the wicked in jus t ice served ou t in t h e Aus t ra l i an 
Press to t he u t t e r ances of Liberal leaders, as compared 
wi th tho p rominence given to those of t h e Unionis ts . This 
case is a typical e x a m p l e and i t appl ies to tho Press fill over 
Aust ra l ia , as t h e y d r a w all the i r cable messages t h r o u g h 
one cen t ra l service in London . I t is real ly a scandalous 
s t a t e of th ings a n d h a s had t h e effect of qui to d i s tor t ing 
the Aus t ra l i an mind as to t h e t r u e posi t ion of t h e Bri t ish 
political s i tua t ion , because no t only h a v e we these garbled a n d 
meagro repor t s of L ibera l speeches b u t a still more b i t t e r ly 
pa r t isan spirit colours t h e weekly mail le t ter f rom t h e L o n d o n 
cor responden t s of near ly all t h e leading Aust ra l ian dailies. 
I wonder if t h e powers t h a t be, a m o n g the Liberal P a r t y , 
could do someth ing to r emedy th is vicious s t a t e of th ings . 

W e all like M c H u g h immense ly , a n d are der iving great 
benefi t f r o m his inexhaus t ib le f u n d of knowledge a n d 
m a s t e r y of our ques t ion . H e is a fine fellow, a n d I a m sure 
his vis i t t o us will do las t ing good to t he cause. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 
F r o m a le t te r f r o m Mr. H u i e , d a t e d Sydney , l l t l i March , 

and f r o m t h e STANDARD (the organ of t h e S y d n e y Single T a x 
League) , we lea rn of his l a t es t ac t iv i t ies . Mr. H u i e is 
Sec re ta ry of t h o S y d n e y Singlo T a x League , and t h e 
a m o u n t of work he ge t s t h r o u g h on behalf of t h e movement-
is i n sp i r ing . His l a t e s t c a m p a i g n h a s been a series of five 
l ec tur ing t ou r s in t h o c o u n t r y d i s t r i c t s a r o u n d Sydney . 
W r i t i n g of t h e las t t r i p he s ays : 

" I was a w a y for fifteen d a y s on t h a t occasion, addressed 
eleven mee t ings a n d h a d good r e p o r t s in 17 or 18 papers . 
T h e f ive t r ip s which I had enabled m e t o enrol 355 new-
subscr ibers t o t h e STANDARD, besides ge t t ing a n u m b e r of 
renewals . I sold £12 10s. w o r t h of books a n d p a m p h l e t s , 
a n d a l toge the r got a n ave rage r e p o r t of a b o u t a co lumn in 
s ix ty papers . T h e expenses were v e r y m o d e r a t e , a s 
near ly all t h e m e e t i n g s were held in t h o open air . I d is t r i -
b u t e d over 30,000 leaflets myself . T h e aud iences general ly 
were good, a n d t h e w o r k d o n e was of a k ind which I t h i n k 
should be c o n s t a n t l y carr ied on. W e o u g h t t o h a v e a m a n 
a t it all t h e t i m e in t h e c o u n t r y d i s t r i c t s . " 

W r i t i n g of t h o general s i t ua t i on in N e w S o u t h Wales , 
Mr. H u i e says :— 

" T h e L a b o u r P a r t y in S t a t e poli t ics is do ing n o t h i n g 
for us . I t is likely that, t he re will bo a reac t ion , a n d a f u r t h e r 
t e r m of Conserva t ive rule . I n f ac t , t h r o u g h o u t t h e Com-
m o n w e a l t h t h e L a b o u r P a r t y is becoming v e r y u n p o p u l a r . 
What, i t does in t h e d i rec t ion of L a n d Values T a x a t i o n it does 
bad ly , a n d as f a r a s t h e new S t a t e G o v e r n m e n t is concerned 
t h e y h a v e accompl ished no th ing . T h e r e is eve ry p rospec t 
of t h e L a b o u r P a r t y being severely de fea t ed a t t h e n e x t 
S t a t e Elect ions . 1 do no t expect, t he i r successors will d o 
m u c h for us, so t h a t t h e out look, as f a r as S t a t e poli t ics is 
concerned, is no t ve ry b r igh t . W h a t we h a v e t o do is t o 
push on w i t h t h o educa t iona l work , a n d m a k e such a pub l ic 
opin ion t h a t pa r t i e s general ly will no t be ab l e t o ignore 
i t . 

THE NEW CHINA AND LAND VALUES TAXATION. 

In the O B S E R V E R (London) of 7th April, " Asiaticus " 
has a column article on " Socialism and the New China," in 
which he reports an interview a t Shanghai with Sun Yat-
Sen, the Chinese Reformer, from which we quote :— 

Sun Yat-Sen, in an interview a t Shanghai, has a t last 
announced the reason of his ret irement. " I have 
finished the political revolution," he says with premature 
confidence. 

He now proposes to devote himself to inaugurating 
" the greatest social revolution in the world's history." 
With the full consent of the Government, he is to start 
his propaganda a t once ; and " the fu ture policy of the 
Republic will be keen Socialism." Sun Yat-Sen declares 
t h a t lie is an ardent follower of Henry George, " whose 
ideas are practicable on the virgin soil of China." The 
railroads and the mines will be controlled by the Govern-
ment . Henry George's single-tax system will be adopted, 
and Free Trade will be introduced—this is the first little 
qualification—" as far as possible." Here is surely an 
heroic programme. 

There is very little doubt, f rom what Sun Yat-Scn 
says, t h a t in a few weeks we shall behold China in a 
turmoil of Socialism and Henry Georgeism. 
Then follows an account of how one Wang Ngan-Slii, 

a Chinese idealist of the 11th ccntury, succeeded in insti-
tu t ing some sort of " Socialism." Land was annually 
allotted to farmers for cultivation, and a vast a rmy of 
officials supervised and prescribed the character of their 
labours. Taxes were imposed on the rich, bu t the poor 
were exempt. Large fortunes were gradually destroyed. 
The sums thus accumlated by the State were distributed in 
old age pensions and in wages to workmen out of employment. 

" As ia t i cus" likens Sun Yat-Sen to Wang Ngan-Shi 
and predicts failure for the new policy as failure overtook 
the earlier policy. 

What seems to be the correct report of the interview is 
reported in the P U B L I C (Chicago) of April 12th, and other 
reliable American papers. This is the P U B L I C ' S version of 
the interview :— 

" I intend to devote my fu ture to the promotion of the 
welfare of the Chinese people as a people. The teachings 
of your single taxer, Henry George, will be the basis of 
our program of reform. The land tax , as the only means 
of supporting the government, is an infinitely just, reason-
able, and equitably distributed tax, and on it. we will 
found our new system. The centuries of heavy and 
irregular taxat ion for the benefit of the Manchus have 
shown China the injustice of any other system of tax-
ation. A single reasonable t ax on the land will supply 
all the funds necessary to put China among the first of 
the civilised nations in political and economic advance-
ment . We will embrace all of the teachings of Henry 
George and will include the ownership by the national 
government of all natural monopolies. No private 
interest will be allowed to t ax and exploit the people 
through control of any material or service which is a 
necessity to life and happiness. These reforms China is 
certain to adopt, and under them we will grow into an 
industrious, peace-loving, prosperous people." 
If Sun Yat-Sen is successful in establishing in China the 

Single Tax on Land Values he will put China a t once in the 
f ront rank of advancing nations and make for himself an 
imperishable name. To the scoffer, the clever man in a 
hurry, with a hundred different schemes for a hundred 
detached-looking social problems, this, we are aware, will 
appear as fanaticism. But. the Single Tax is only another 
name for economic freedom, without which no social problem 
can be solved. It is not an end in itself, bu t the means to 
an end. The Single Tax opens the door to human progress. 
I t is liberty, and " where liberty rises there virtue grows, 
wealth increases, knowledge expands, invention multiplies 
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h u m a n p o w e r s , a n d i n s t r e n g t h a n d sp i r i t t h e f r e e r n a t i o n 
r ises a m o n g h e r n e i g h b o u r s a s S a u l a m i d his b r e t h r e n — 
ta l l e r a n d f a i r e r . " 

SWEDEN. 
W e l e a r n f r o m t h e PUBLIC (Chicago , U . S . A . ) , t h a t S w e d e n 

l ias t w o n e w S ing le T a x p a p e r s . SNALLPOSTEN ( T h e F a s t 
Mai l ) , a G o t h e n b u r g w e e k l y , w a s t a k e n o v e r a t t h e new-
y e a r b y D r . K a r l E l a n d e r , a n d t u r n e d i n t o a S ing le T a x 
o r g a n . N u m b e r s a t h a n d s h o w it t o b e a l ive ly o n e t o o . 
T h e o t h e r is a n a g r i c u l t u r a l p a p e r , ODLAREN ( T h e S e t t l e r , 
o r C l e a r e r of L a n d ) , e d i t e d b y A. L . K i l i a n , a l e a d i n g S ing le 
T a x e r , w h o p r o p o s e s t o t r e a t t h e s u b j e c t f r o m t h e f a r m e r s ' 
p o i n t of v i e w . N e w Single T a x c l u b s a r e a l so s p r i n g i n g 
u p in d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y . 

D E N M A R K . 
Mrs. B j o r n e r w r i t e s f r o m C o p e n h a g e n ( 2 0 t h Apr i l ) : — 
W e h a v e b e e n w a i t i n g f o r t h e r e s u l t s of t h e s a m p l e 

v a l u a t i o n , w h i c h h a v o been p r o m i s e d u s fo r s o m e t i m e . 
N o w t h e y h a v e c o m e , a n d w e will b e s e n d i n g y o u a c o p y . 
I a lso enc lose y o u a c o p y of POLITIKEN, in w h i c h y o u will 
f ind t h e c o m m e n t s of a l ead ing R a d i c a l po l i t i c i an . 

W e a r e h o p i n g t h a t t h i s s a m p l e v a l u a t i o n , w h i c h o n l y 
p r o v e s t h a t t h e r e is 110 d i f f i cu l ty in m a k i n g a s e p a r a t e 
v a l u a t i o n of t h e l a n d , will h e l p u s in p a s s i n g a bill w h i c h 
is e x p e c t e d t o b e s u b m i t t e d b y t h e R a d i c a l s , c h a n g i n g t h o 
t a x o n p r o p e r t y t o o n e o n l a n d v a l u e s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r 
p r o g r a m t h e R a d i c a l s a s a p a r t y a r e p l e d g e d t o t h i s m e a s u r e 
a n d bes ides , t o p r o v i d e fo r a l aw b y w h i c h all t h e i n c r e m e n t 
a c c r u i n g f r o m t h i s p r o g r e s s in t a x a t i o n is t o r e v e r t t o t h e 
c o m m u n i t y o r t h e S t a t e . 

T h e n e w m e a s u r e w e e x p e c t will b e t o c h a n g e t h e duly 
taxes t o l a n d v a l u e s t a x e s . F o r t h a t p u r p o s e we a r e go ing 
t o w o r k h a r d a m o n g t h e w o m e n . I s e n d y o u s o m e p a p e r s 
f r o m w h i c h y o u will l e a rn t h a t w e h a v e s u c c e e d e d in s t a r t -
ing a D o m e s t i c E c o n o m y L e a g u e , t h e f irst p u r p o s e of w h i c h 
is t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e a m o u n t of t a x e s pa id on o u r food a n d 
c l o t h i n g , w i t h a v i e w t o d i s c a r d i n g t h e s e i n d i r e c t t a x e s . 
W e h a v e t a k e n u p t h e c o n n e c t i o n w i t h a b o u t 50 p a p e r s 
w h o h a v e p l e d g e d t h e m s e l v e s t o t a k e al l w e s e n d t h e m . 
POLITIKEN h a s h a d f a v o u r a b l e r e p o r t s of t h e L e a g u e a n d a 
l a rge n u m b e r of o u r l e a d i n g " d o m e s t i c e c o n o m i s t s , " 
e spec i a l ly a m o n g t h e w o m e n , a r e j o i n i n g u p w i t h us . 

T h e l a n d l a b o u r e r s a t t h e i r c o n g r e s s o n t h e 4 th a n d 5 th of 
t h i s m o n t h , t o o k a v e r y s t r o n g pos i t i on in f a v o u r of t h e l a n d 
v a l u e s t a x . L i k e t h e H u s i n a e n d , t h e y h a v e m a d e i t t h e bas i s 
of t h e i r p r o g r a m . ( I s e n d y o u a c o p y of t h i s p r o g r a m 
also.) 

I be l i eve y o u h a v e b e e n t o l d of t h e R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n 011 
R u r a l I n t e r e s t s ( L a n d b o k o m m i s s i o n e n ) w h i c h is s i t t i n g 
now. W e h a v e s o m e v e r y s t a u n c h s u p p o r t e r s a m o n g t h e 
m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l of t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s . T h e s e c r e t a r y of 
t h e C o m m i s s i o n , w h o is t o m a k e o u t t h e r e p o r t , h a s g iven 
m u c h of h i s t i m e t o i n v e s t i g a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g l a n d v a l u e s 
t a x a t i o n a n d is a m o s t r e l i ab le a n d ef f ic ient a d v o c a t e of t h i s 

r e f o r m . W e a r e v e r y a n x i o u s t o g e t pe rmis s ion t o p u b l i s h 
t h e r e p o r t of t h i s C o m m i s s i o n a s soon as poss ib le , a n d 
e x p e c t i t t o b e d e c i d e d l y in o u r f a v o u r . 

Y o u see t h e m o v e m e n t is 110 longer l imi t ed t o t h e soc ie ty 
a n d t o spec ia l a d v o c a t e s ; t h e r e s e e m s t o bo g r o w t h e v e r y -
whe re . T o us w h o h a v e w o r k e d a t i t f o r y e a r s i t s e e m s . n o w 
o n l y a q u e s t i o n of t i m o w h e n t h o i deas of H e n r y Georgo 
shal l h a v e c o n q u e r e d t h e leg is la t ion of t h i s c o u n t r y . Hu t 
of cou r se , w e m u s t p u s h 011 all t h e h a r d e r . T h o a n t a g o n i s m 
is y e t t o c o m e a n d w e m u s t b e p r e p a r e d t o f igh t " special 
i n t e r e s t s " in t h i s c o u n t r y a s well a s y o u a r e , t h o u g h t h e y 
m a y n o t b e so s t r o n g h e r e . 

T h o r e s e e m s t o b e u n l i m i t e d n u m b e r s t o fill t h e r a n k s . 
I be l i eve t h a t D r . S t a r c k e s ' t r a i n i n g cou r se s h a v o d o n e a 
g r e a t d e a l of good in ca l l ing f o r t h n e w w o r k e r s . I11 e v e r y 
l eague ( t h e r e is n o w a b o u t e i g h t y of t h e m t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y ) we h a v e a c t i v e he lpe r s , p e o p l e w h o a r e a b l e t o s t a n d 
u p fo r t h e c a u s e a n d d o p l a t f o r m w o r k . 1 d o n o t be l ieve 
t h a t a n y of t h e po l i t i ca l p a r t i e s h a v e so m a n y s p e a k e r s 
a s we h a v o a m o n g o u r a d v o c a t e s . 

SPAIN. 
T o a t l e a s t o n e r e a d e r t h e m o s t a t t r a c t i v e f e a t u r e of t h e 

IMPUESTO UNICO fo r A p r i l is a n o p e n l e t t e r b y M r . M. G. O r o 
t o t h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e C h a m b e r of U r b a n P r o p e r t y of 
Z a r a g o z a . T h i s n a t u r a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e b o d y h a s con -
s i d e r e d t b e S ing le T a x i d e a , a n d t h e P r e s i d e n t a p p e a r s t o 
h a v e p r e f e r r e d a " s ing le receipt " a s a b e t t e r r e a l i s a t i o n 
of t h e p r o p o s a l s of H e n r y G e o r g e , n o w g r i e v o u s l y d i s t o r t e d 
b y o u r S p a n i s h Liga ! T h e r e f o r m a d v o c a t e d is t h a t of a 
c u r r e n t a c c o u n t w i t h e a c h r a t e p a y e r , i n c l u d i n g all t h e 
m u l t i p l e t a x e s of S p a i n , a n d p a y a b l e a t i n t e r v a l s w i t h a 
single receipt. T h e r e is a s a v i n g of s e v e r a l p ieces of p a p e r 
p e r a n n u m ! J e s t i n g a p a r t , i t is of v e r y g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e 
t h a t a l e a d i n g j u r i s c o n s u l t of A r a g o n , D o n M. Is&bal, h a s 
b r o u g h t o u r d o c t r i n e b e f o r e s u c h a C h a m b e r in a se r ious 
t r e a t i s e 011 l a n d v a l u e s ; a n d t h a t t h o C h a m b e r d e c i d e d 
t o i n q u i r e if t h e y c o u l d l e v y a S i n g l e T a x w i th a v i e w t o 
m u l t i p l y a n d s u b d i v i d e ho ld ings . N e w Z e a l a n d e x p e r i e n c e 
is j u s t l y q u o t e d as t o t h e s t i m u l u s t o t o w n p r o p e r t y g iven 
b y u n t a x i n g i n d u s t r y , u n r e l i a b l e a s N e w Z e a l a n d L i b e r a l i s m 
h a s p r o v e d i tse l f . A p e r f e c t r e p l y t o a n i l l - t a u g h t l e a d i n g 
j o u r n a l i s t , w h o sa id in t h e MADRID HERALD t h a t H e n r y 
G e o r g e w a s a s e c o n d M a r x , is g i v e n b y a fu l l t r a n s l a t i o n of 
G e o r g e ' s l a s t a r t i c l e o n t h e L a b o u r B a t t l e . 

T h e r e a r e i n t e r e s t i n g n o t e s 011 a p r o j e c t t o l a y w a s t e a 
l a r g e s e c t i o n of A n d a l u s i a fo r h u n t i n g . ( T h e S p a n i a r d s 
a p p e a r t o b e n e a r l y a s i n e e k a s t h e S c o t s in t h i s . ) Also 
d e t a i l s of t h e p l a c e s of e n t e r t a i n m e n t in Va lenc i a , c losed b y 
h igh r a t e s on s t r u c t u r e v a l u e s , f o l l o w i n g r e d u c t i o n of f ood 
t a x e s . F a c t s a s t o s i t e v a l u e s in M a d r i d , n o w i n a d e q u a t e l y 
o r n o t a t al l t a x e d , a s p r o v e d b y r e c e n t sa les . A good 
s u p p l y of fo re ign news , p e r h a p s t h e b e s t b e i n g a c l ea r a n d 
s h o r t s t a t e m e n t a s t o n e w m e t h o d s of v a l u a t i o n in G e r m a n y . 
J a p a n a l so s e e m s t o g e t wel l i n t o l ine, u r b a n l a n d s h a v e 
b e e n r e v a l u e d a f t e r half a c e n t u r y — a u s e f u l first s t e p . 

M. J . S. 

MY NEIGHBOUR'S LANDMARK 
Shor t S t u d i e s in Bible L a n d L a w s , 

By F R E D E R I C K V E R I N D E R 
W I T H A P R E F A C E B Y T H E V E R Y R E V . G . W . 

K I T C H I N , D . D . , F . S . A . 

P a p e r , 1 /- n e t ; Cloth , 2/. n e t ; P o s t a g e 2d. ext ra . 

LONDON : ANDREW MELROSE, 3 , YORK STREET, COVENT CARDEN, 

OB FROM 

'LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT, 3 7 6 - 3 7 7 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
( A u s t r a l i a n ) : 

T o be had only f rom 

" L A N D V A L U E S " P u b l i c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t , 

376-377, S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W . C 

LAND VALUES TAXATION IN 
PRACTICE: 

A Record of the Progress in Legislation of the Principles 
of Land Values Taxation. 

By t h e l a t e M A X H I R S C H . 
Cloth, 1/- n e t ; by pos t , 1/2. 



E V E R Y R E F O R M E R S H O U L D R E A D T H E 

MILLGATE MONTHLY 
A Popular Progressive Magazine Issued by 
The Co-operative Newspaper Society Limited. 

SKConthly 3d. eTHConthly 

INTERESTING. ILLUSTRATED. INTERNATIONAL. 
C O N T R I B U T I O N S B Y T H E L E A D I N G 

W R I T E R S O F T H E D A Y . 

The only high-class Magazine owned by the People for 
the People, and the only Periodical of its kind issued at 

T H R E E P E N C E . 

O N S A L E A T T H E E N D O F E A C H M O N T H . 

PUBLISHERS: 

The Co-operative Newspaper Society Limited, 
" C o - o p e r a t i v e N e w s " Bui ld ing , 

LONG M I L L G A T E , M A N C H E S T E R . 

"The Young Liberal" 
AN ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL OF 

POLITICS, LITERATURE & ART. 

1d. Monthly; by post, 1s. 6d. per annum. 

SPECIAL FEATURES of the MAY Issue : 

SCOTTISH HOME 
RULE. 

THE POETS AND 
LIBERALISM. 

To be obtained from all Newsagents, or direct from the Publishers, 
13, W H I T E F R I A R S S T R E E T , E.C. 

I T H E I 
OPEN A LIVE 
BQAP MAGAZINE 

FOR 

THINKERS. 
64 pages, Monthly, 3d., 

By post 4d., Yearly, 3s. post free. 

The Open Road is valued by an ever Increasing 
circle o f readers, not so much for what It tells 
them as for what It makes them think. 

THE OPEN ROAD GIVES UNOFFICIAL 
BACKING TO THE SINGLE TAX IDEA. 

It is Edited and Published by Single Taxers. 

" Instead of an Editorial," by the Odd Man, is a regular 
feature that should interest all Land Leaguers. 

"WHERE THE ROAD LEADS" is the title of 
an important new series of articles by Mrs. Ethel Wedgwood, 
showing that slave labour is necessitated by the monopoly of 
land and that it must cease when the land is freed. 

Send 4<1. in Stamps to the Publishers for the current No. 

C. W. DANIEL, Ltd., A"t^oTc|-.c. 

VACHER & SONS 
W L T D . , 

E s t a b l i s h e d 
1751. 

Fine Art & General 

PRINTERS, 

Lithographers and Stationers 

U P - T O - D A T E M A C H I N E R Y & E Q U I P M E N T . 

L A R G E C S P E C I A L L Y T R A I N E D S T A F F IN 
EACH D E P A R T M E N T . 

Westminster House, 
Great Smith Street, London, S.W. 

Telegrams: 
" Vacheresti, London-

Telephones 1 
2271 Victoria (5 lines). 

ESTIMATES FREE. 

Published for the Proprwora by J O H N P A U L , Broad Sanctuary Chambers, 11, Tothill Street, Westminster. Pnblish>nKOffiee8-67,We8tNile 
m t t r H o n r r G r e S ' S m i r t S ^ t ? S ^ * V A C " " R * ^ ' « " » General Printers, Wert-



LAND VALUES 
SUPPLEMENT. 

Extracts from Debates in the House of Commons on Small Holdings, The Housing and Town Planning Act 

and Rural Housing, The Cottage Homes for Aged Persons Bill, and The Acquisition of Land Bill. 

M A Y , 1912. 

DEBATES IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

ON SMALL HOLDINGS. 

Wednesday, 27th March, 1912. 

D u r i n g t h e d e b a t e on t h e T h i r d R e a d i n g of t h e Consoli-
d a t e d F u n d (No. 1) Bill , t h e fol lowing discussion took 
place on Small Ho ld ings : 

Mr. Charles Bathurst : T h e Pres ident of t he Local 
Gove rnmen t Board has repea ted ly assured us in this House 
dur ing t h e pas t few m o n t h s t h a t it is open t o t h e c o u n t y 
councils t o exone ra t e t h e small holders f rom p a y m e n t of 
s inking f u n d charges when those a re added , as t h e y h a v e 
in most cases been added , t o t h e r en t s of smal l holdings, 
and t o fix those charges upon t h e r a t e p a y e r s of t h e coun ty . 
T h e Pres ident of t h e Board of Agr icu l ture has similarly 
s t a t ed on a recent occasion in th i s House t h a t he is p repared 
t o assure t h e c o u n t y councils t h a t t h e y m a y no fo rward 
wi th t h e process of exonera t ing t h e small holders f rom t h e 
s inking f u n d p a y m e n t , a n d charge t h e r a t e p a y e r s general ly, 
and h a v e t h e burden t h r o w n on t h e c o u n t y ra tes . It t ran-
spires now tha t loans u p o n th is foo t ing a re being appl ied for 
to t h e Publ ic W o r k s L o a n Commissioners', a n d t h e Com-
missioners are, in reply, s t a t i ng t h a t t h e y a re no t in a posi t ion 
to m a k e a n y loans to coun ty councils for t h e purpose of 
small holdings, unless t h e whole of t h e s inking f u n d charge 
is charged t o t h e small holders in t h e ren t of those holdings. 
W h a t f w a n t t o ask t h e G o v e r n m e n t is, once a n d for all, t o 
get us out of th is anomalous posi t ion a n d to declare pla inly 
w h a t t h e Ac t of 1908 real ly means , and if t h e Small Holdings 
Act of 1908 cannot ope ra te to enabie t h e c o u n t y councils t o 
do what m a n y of t h e m would like to do, name ly , to charge 
t h e s ink ing f u n d charges to t h e r a t e p a y e r s generally in 
exonera t ion of t he smal l holders, t hen surely it is t h e busi-
ness of t h e G o v e r n m e n t , if t h a t is the i r in ten t ion , t o br ing 
in as soon as possible an amend ing Bill, so as t o save a n y 
risk of t h e c o u n t y councils being su rcha rged in consequence 
of doing w h a t is ultra vires an Act of Pa r l i amen t . 

I suggest t h a t the re a r e not t w o ways of cons t ru ing t h a t 
Act , a n d t h a t t h e on ly cons t ruc t ion t o be put u p o n th i s 
pa r t i cu l a r section is t h a t t h e c o u n t y councils will be sioing 
beyond the i r powers unless t h e y charge t h e small holders 
themse lves w i t h t h e s inking f u n d charges iu the i r ren ts . 
T h a t sect ion is as fol lows :— 

A c o u n t y council shall not acquire land for small 
holdings save at such price or r en t t h a t , in t h e opinion of 
t h e council , all expenses incurred b y t h e council in re la t ion 
t o t h e land will be recouped out of t he pu rchase money 
for t h e land so! I by t h e council , or in t h e case of land lot 
ou t of t h e ren t , a n d t h e council shall fix t h e pu rchase 
m o n e y or rent a t such reasonable a m o u n t as will, in the i r 
opin ion , gua rd t h e m agains t loss. 
I h a v e t h e suppo r t of t h e Law Officers of t h e Crown, for 

a t a n y r a t e a period of t h e t i m e dur ing which t h e presen t 
G o v e r n m e n t has been in power, in suppo r t of t he view t h a t 
t h a t sect ion canno t m e a n a n y t h i n g else t h a n t h a t t h e 
c o u n t y councils m u s t t h r o w t h o s e charges upon t h e small 
holders. T h e right hon. Gen t l eman t h e P res iden t of t h e 

Boa rd of Agr icu l tu re is p repa red , as I unde r s t and , to d i spu te 
t ha t suggest ion. If t h e Law Officers havo changed the i r 
opinion it is only right t h a t th is House should know what 
t h e opinion of t h e present L a w Officers is. It is very unfa i r 
u p o n t h e coun ty councils, upon t h e small holders, a n d 
upon those Members in this House who are in teres ted both 
in coun ty gove rnmen t and in t h e small holders, t h a t they 
should be left iu any doub t as to wha t is t h e m e a n i n g of t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s own Act of P a r l i a m e n t . 

W h y are t h e right lion. G e n t l e m a n a n d his colleagues 
a f r a id of m o v i n g in th is m a t t e r ? Al a n y ra te , why a re they 
re luc tan t t o do so ? I suggest , in t h e first place, t h a t t hey 
a re n a t u r a l l y not ve ry anxious to offend the small holders, 
who a re becoming exceedingly sensi t ive upon th is m a t t e r . 
On t h e o ther hand , t h e y do not like t o t a k e upon themselves 
t h e responsibi l i ty of doing a n y t h i n g which might raise an 
o u t c r y on t h e pa r t of t h e c o u n t y r a t epayer s , who a re a l ready 
seriously ove rbu rdened largely as t h e result of D e p a r t m e n t a l 
admin i s t r a t ion . W h a t arc t h e t w o a l te rna t ives ? One is 
t h a t t h e smal l holders should pay for land which will never 
belong to t h e m , b u t which will even tua l ly belong to t h e 
coun ty councils. W e say , a n d I t h ink t h e House will agree, 
t ha t thn t is not fair t o t h e small holders. T h e second 
posi t ion is tha t t h e c o u n t y r a t epayer s , whe the r t h e y like it 
or no t , u n d e r considerable pressure f rom t h e Gove rnmen t , 
shall p a y for land for which they m a y have no use he rea f t e r 
if t he small holding m o v e m e n t t u r n s out t o be a fai lure. 
T h e only w a y out of th is m u d d l e a n d difficulty is so t o 
in te rpre t t he Act , which I believe t o be impossible, or al ter-
na t ive ly so as t o a m e n d t h e Act as t o m a k e t h e charge for 
s inking f u n d a Treasury charge, ami t he r eby m a k e logical 
t h e process of pressure or of " g inger ing " which has been, 
car r ied on to such a ve ry severe ex ten t in connect ion wi th 
t h e smal l -holdings m o v e m e n t . 

Viscount Helmsley : It seems t o m e t h a t t he r e is b o t h a 
ques t ion of fact a n d a ques t ion of policy which it is des i rable 
should be considered. 1 would pres.- very - t r o u g h t h a t it 
is a mos t un ju s t th ing to pu t these s inking f u n d charges , at 
all even t s for t he pu rchase of t h o land , u p o n t h e small 
holder. T h e r e are two or th ree w a y s ou t of t h a t diff iculty. 
One is to pu t t h e charges u p o n t h e Treasury . A n o t h e r 
proposal is t h a t t h e c o u n t y council should pay t h e m t h r o u g h 
t h e r a t e s in t h a t t h e y even tua l l y acqu i re t h e l and , a n d , 
therefore , p r e sumab ly in t he end, if t h e y bought t h e land a t 
a reasonable price which is no t a lways t h e price p u t upon 
it b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t Commissioners t hey will not ulti-
ma te ly m a k e a loss when t h e l and comes t o be sold. A 
th i rd a l t e rna t ive , which, I t h ink , would be t h e bes t , is t h a t 
of ves t ing t h e f reehold of t h e l and in t h e small holder . I 
c a n see no reason w h a t e v e r why t h a t should not be done. 
T h e loans will work themse lves off in a period of years very 
l i t t le longer in most cases t h a n t h e per iod over which t h o 
I r i sh f a rmers purchase the i r holdings. I t seems t o me i t 
would be a far wiser policy immed ia t e ly a small holder is p u t 
upon t h e land to inves t him wi th t h e f reehold of i t . no t 
m a k i n g h im p a y a n y m o r e t h a n he p a y s to -day , so t h a t 
under p roper condi t ions , if he r e m a i n e d , he would become 
t h e owner of t h e land, bu t would no t be able t o mor tgage i t 
unt i l t h e s inking f u n d charges h a d been paid off. 

Sir Alfred Cripps : A m u c h be t t e r sys t em t h a n t h e p re sen t , 
as t h e Noble Lord suggests , is t o increase t h e n u m b e r of 
small f reeholders . Ownersh ip is a ve ry m u c h be t t e r sys t em 
t h a n occupa t ion . As I was going t o point ou t . a n d as t h e 
Noblo Lord has poin ted ou t , when you h a v e t h e occupier , 
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in t h e f o r m of a s ink ing f u n d , real ly p a y i n g f reehold v a l u e — 
fo r t h a t is w h a t i t comes t o — i t o u g h t t o i n u r e t o his a d v a n -
t a g e w h e n t h e t i m e comes. 

I t h e r e f o r e t h o r o u g h l y endorse w h a t t h e Nob le L o r d has 
sa id , t h a t t h e p rope r so lu t ion would b e t o al low t h e occupier 
t o p a y or- cond i t i on t h a t if he p a y s for t h e s ink ing f u n d in 
course of t i m e he becomes t h e owner . I en t i re ly ob j ec t t o a 
c h a r g e be ing p u t u p o n t h e r a t e p a y e r b y t h e D e p a r t m e n t 
which t h e legis la ture h a s n o t p u t u p o n h i m . If i t is t h e 
law, if t h e aud i to r s dec ide t h a t t h e s ink ing f u n d c a n n o t b e 
p u t u p o n t h e r a t e s , a n d if t h e local counci l shou ld be sur-
cha rged , i t is no t w i th in t h e c o m p e t e n c e of t h e D e p a r t m e n t 
t o a l te r a legal p r inc ip le of t h a t k ind . T h e y m u s t do it 
b y legislation, a n d no t b y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

Mr. Runciman : T h e hon . G e n t l e m a n tho M e m b e r for 
Wi l t sh i re laid s t ress p a r t i c u l a r l y in t h e f ac t t h a t t h r ee 
D e p a r t m e n t s a r e conce rned in financing t h e Small Ho ld ings 
A c t , a n d ho t h i n k s those t h r e e D e p a r t m e n t s at p r e sen t a re 
not in a g r e e m e n t on t h i s sub j ec t . Let me , first of all, t a k e 
t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d . T h e r e is no d i s ag reemen t 
b e t w e e n t h e view held t h e r e a n d t h e view which we hold 
a t t h e B o a r d of Agr i cu l tu re in r e g a r d t o t h e s ink ing f u n d 
charges . N o n e of t h e aud i to r s , who, a s t h e hon. a n d lea rned 
G e n t l e m a n knows , a r e s emi - independen t of t h e Local 
G o v e r n m e n t Board , h a v e ever t a k e n excep t ion t o t h a t 
charge . T h e view of t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d is t h a t 
n o t h i n g i m p r o p e r is d o n e b y cha rg ing t h o s inking f u n d u p o n 
t h e r a t e s . I come now t o t h e B o a r d of Agr icu l tu re . I 
s t a t e d in t h i s House, on t h e 5 t h March , s o m e w h a t briefly, 
t h e views which a r e now held by t h e B o a r d of Agr icu l tu re . 
I r epea t t h e words I used t h e n . * I said i t was not, t h e in ten-
t ion of t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o compel t h e c o u n t y counci ls t o p u t 
t h i s c h a r g e u p o n t h e smal l holders , a n d t h a t t h e r e was 
n o t h i n g in t h e Ac t wh ich compel led t h e c o u n t y councils t o 
lay t h i s cha rge u p o n t h e small holders . 

T h e lion. G e n t l e m a n a sked m e t o q u o t e t l ie L a w Officers ' 
opin ions . I m u s t po in t o u t t o h i m t h a t t o q u o t e t h e L a w 
Officers is c o n t r a r y t o p rac t ice . A n y t h i n g d o n e is d o n e b y 
t h o s e responsib le as t h e heads of the i r D e p a r t m e n t s , a n d 
such legal g u i d a n c e as was given t o m e just i f ied m e in say ing 
t h e r e is n o t h i n g c o n t r a r y t o t h e 1908 Ac t in p lac ing t h e 
s ink ing f u n d as a cha rge u p o n t h e r a t e s . T h e o the r De-
p a r t m e n t r e fe r red t o is t h e Pub l i c W o r k s L o a n s Com-
missioners . T h e y ac t ed s t r i c t ly w i t h i n the i r legal powers 
when t h e y sa id t h e y were no t p r e p a r e d t o m a k e loans t o 
c o u n t y counci ls in r espec t of a s c h e m e — a n d one c o u n t y 
counci l on ly is conce rned—which t l i rows t h e s ink ing f u n d 
c h a r g e u p o n t h e r a t e s . 

Mr. C. Bathurst : I h a p p e n t o know t h e exac t s t a t e m e n t , 
a n d it w a s t h a t t h e y could no t a p p r o v e a n y s cheme in which 
t h e s inking f u n d charge is no t a cha rge in t h e r e n t of t h e small 
holder . T h a t is w h a t t h e y say. 

Mr. Runciman : T h a t is only express ing it t h e o t h e r w a y 
r o u n d ; it is ident ica l ly t h e s a m e t h i n g . T h a t w a s w h a t 
t h e y d id in respec t of t h e C o u n t y Council of Wi l t sh i re . B u t 
in t h a t case t h e y ac t ed s t r i c t ly wi th in the i r legal r ights . 
T h e y m a y or m a y n o t m a k e a loan accord ing t o the i r own 
d iscre t ion . I t is no t t he i r d u t y t o i n t e r p r e t a n Ac t of 
P a r l i a m e n t or to say a ce r t a in course is legal or illegal. I t 
is t he i r d u t y t o say w h e t h e r t h e y will or will not, m a k e a loan 
in t h i s case, a n d t h e y sa id t h a t such loans in c o n f o r m i t y w i t h 
t he i r views c a n n o t be au tho r i sed . T h a t is w h a t t h e y did. 
I to ld t l ie hon . G e n t l e m a n last T h u r s d a y , a n d I r e p e a t e d it 
on M o n d a y , t h a t we a r e now in c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h t h e 
P u b l i c W o r k s L o a n s Commiss ioners u p o n th i s po in t . Com-
m u n i c a t i o n s a r e pass ing, a n d un t i l t h e y a r e comple t ed I 
c a n n o t s a y w h a t will b e t h e final decision of t h e Pub l ic 
W o r k s Loans Commiss ioners . I t is possible for t h o c o u n t y 
counci ls t o finance smal l holdings w i t h o u t going t o t h e 
Public. W o r k s Loans Commiss ioners at all. If t h e Pub l ic 
W o r k s L o a n s Commiss ioners were t h e only source t h e 
c o u n t y councils would h a v e t o accept t h e m w h a t e v e r m i g h t 
be t h e views of t h e Commiss ioners i r respec t ive of a n y legis-
l a t ive Ac t , b u t t h a t is n o t t h e posi t ion. T h e c o u n t y counci ls 
c a n , if t h e y like, a d o p t o t h e r m e a n s . I a d m i t a ' d i f f i cu l ty 
h a s ar isen, a n d in a w a y which m a k e s it impossible , I t h i n k , 
fo r t h e c o u n t y counci ls t o proceed in connec t ion w i t h t h e 
P u b l i c W o r k s Loans D e p a r t m e n t ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a n d it 
is t h a t we a r e dea l ing w i t h a t t h e p resen t t ime , a n d un t i l a 
decision is finally a r r ived a t I do n o t m e a n t o say more 

a b o u t t h e f u n c t i o n s of t h e Commissioners in respect of t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e Ac t . 

T h e N o b l e L o r d oppos i te asked m e ques t ions w i t h regard 
t o t h r e e a l t e rna t ive s which he t h i n k s a r e open t o those 
admin i s t e r ing t h i s Act , or, a t all even ts , t o those w h o a re 
responsible fo r t h e policy of small holdings . I would like 
t o d r a w a s h a r p d is t inc t ion be tween t h e t h r e e a l t e rna t ives . 
S inking f u n d cha rge in respec t of bu i ld ings should , I t h i n k , 
be bo rne b y t h o s e who benef i t b y t h e m d u r i n g the i r l i fet ime! 
I t h i n k it is pe r fec t ly clear t h a t t h o s e who use a bui ld ing 
should d u r i n g that, po r t i on of i ts l i fe t ime p a y t he i r fair 
q u o t a for exhaus t ion . Therefore , I do n o t t h i n k i t is u n f a i r 
t h a t t h e s ink ing f u n d charge should be b o r n e b y t h e small 
holder in connec t ion w i t h buildings. 

B u t d i f f icul ty arises a b o u t t h e per iod. M a n y a r e of 
opinion t h a t in t h e life of a bui ld ing t h e per iod is p l aced fa r 
t o o shor t . I k n o w t h a t in respect t o some per iods i t has 
been po in t ed ou t , I c a n n o t s av wi th w h a t jus t ice , because 
t h e nves t iga t ion is not comple te , t h a t provis ion is m a d e 
for t h e r e p a y m e n t of t h e whole cost of some bui ld ings over 
t en or t w e n t y years , when i t is well k n o w n t h a t bu i ld ings of 
t h e same ma te r i a l elsewhere h a v e exis ted for a pe r iod of 
fo r ty or fifty years . T h a t m e a n s t h e smal l holder , in respect 
of th is bu i ld ing , has pa id f a r more t h a n t h e n a t u r a l exhaus-
t ion of t h e bui ld ing. I a m qu i t e al ive t o t h a t fac t , a n d with 
t h e concur rence of t h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e Local G o v e r n m e n t 
B o a r d , I set u p a c o m m i t t e e of i nqu i ry in to t h e cost , life, 
a n d p a y m e n t of bu i ld ings u p o n small holdings. T h e Local 
G o v e r m n e n t B o a r d is r ep resen ted u p o n t h a t commi t t ee . I t 
has a l ready s t a r t e d its i nqu i ry a n d h a s a c c u m u l a t e d a good 
deal of i n f o r m a t i o n a n d is receiving ass is tance n o t on ly f rom 
c o u n t y councils , b u t f r o m p r i v a t e l andowners all over t h e 
c o u n t r y , a n d I hope when we h a v e that, R e p o r t we shall be 
ab le t o h a v e m o r e jus t i f ica t ion in a sk ing for t h e ex tens ion 
of t h e per iod over which t h e p a y m e n t is t o be m a d e . 

W h e n you come t o t h e land an en t i re ly d i f fe ren t p rob lem 
has t o be dea l t wi th . I n t h e o r d i n a r y ' n o r m a l case t he r e 
would be no exhaus t ion . I n some cases t h e l and will be 
bad ly used, b u t , on t h e o the r h a n d , t h e f reehold would be 
w o r t h a good deal more when t h e small holder wen t ou t . 
I h a v e seen some poor l and m a d e good p roduc t i ve l a n d as a 
resul t of t h e occupa t ion of t h e small holder . B u t in n o r m a l 
cases you c a n say t h e smal l holding will be w o r t h as m u c h 
w h e n t h e occupier left as when he c a m e in. I t h i n k it is 
u n f a i r t h a t t h e charge should be bo rne b y t h e occupier or 
owner . T h e Noble L o r d opposi te sugges ted t h r ee al ter-
na t ives . I t m i g h t be b o r n e b y t h e S ta t e . I bel ieve t h a t 
is no t a good w a y t o solve t h e p rob lem. T h e n e x t sugges-
t ion is t h a t t h e c o u n t y council should p a y . I t h i n k t h e 
c o u n t y council a r e jus t i f ied in pay ing , a n d "if t h e y a r e pre-
p a r e d t o p a y t h e s inking f u n d I t h i n k t h e y would be do ing 
n o t h i n g illegal, a n d I should do e v e r y t h i n g t o encourage 
t h e m t o t a k e t h a t course. I u n d e r s t a n d t h e Nob le Lord 
holds v e r y m u c h t h e s a m e view a l t h o u g h he dislikes t o add 
a n y f u r t h e r b u r d e n s t o t h e ra tes . I should like t o po in t 
ou t qu i t e clearly t h a t t h e large f a r m e r s a re not t h e only 
r a t e p a y e r s in t h e coun ty . T h e small holders a re also r a t e -
payers , a n d t h e y themse lves a r e bea r ing in p ropor t ion t o 
the i r ac reage a p ropor t ion of t h e ra tes . T h e y a re p a y i n g 

; a larger p ropor t ion in respect of the i r ac reage in t h e way 
i of r a t e s t h a n t h e large fa rmers . 

Viscount Helmsley : Does the right hon. Gentleman mean 
j small holders under the Act ? 

Mr. Runciman : Y es, t h e acreage is becoming now a ve ry 
: cons iderab le one, r u n n i n g u p t o 100,000 acres, a n d before 
| long it will be doub le a n d t reb le t h e size it is a t p re sen t . 
: T h e s e small occupiers a r e also r a t epaye r s , and it is scarcely 

fa i r to suggest t h a t t h e y , apa r t f r o m o the r f a r m e r s in t h e 
c o u n t y , would be receiving benefit w i t h o u t bear ing the i r 
p ropor t ion of t h e b u r d e n . Mv view is t h a t u n d e r t h e 
present r a t i n g sys tem t h e y a re bear ing a larger p ropo r t i on 
t h a n , in jus t ice , ought t o b e placed u p o n t h e m . T h e th i rd 

j solut ion p u t fo rward is also pressed b y hon. Gen t l emen 
oppos i te , name ly , t h a t t h e s inking f u n d ' c h a r g e s in respect 
of t h e l and ought t o be borne b y small h o l d e r s / a n d t h a t t h e y 

| should b e c o m e owners. T h a t br ings us back a t once t o t h e 
whole con t rove r sy over t h e Small Hold ings Ac t when it was 
a Bill. All t h e old ob jec t ions t hen raised t o ownersh ip be ing 
a solut ion of th is problem s t a n d again t o -day . I m e n t i o n 
only one t o show t h a t rea l ly it would be do ing h a r m t o t h e 
sp read of smal l holdings a n d t h e small holdings ' m o v e m e n t 
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if you were t o say small ownership is t h e only solut ion of th is 
problem. Men do n o t go into small holdings wi th (ho idea 
of r ema in ing in t h e m all the i r lives. A large n u m b e r of 
small holders a re those who t a k e t hem wi th t h e idea of 
ge t t ing a s t ep higher . T h e y choose small holdings because 
t hey w a n t to become large holders. If you a re going to 
t ie t h e m down to the i r small holdings, you will be p u t t i n g 
a m o s t serious obstaclo in t h e w a y of t he spread ing of t h e 
small holders ' m o v e m e n t . I h a v e seen m a n y of t he schemes 
which a r e now being worked, some of which a re f inanced 
by benevolent landlords , a n d I have seen side by side w i t h 
t hem c o u n t y council holdings where vou h a v e at least t h i r t y 
app l i can t s for one holding. U n d e r t he ownersh ip scheme 
you a re t ied down w i t h m a n y financial res t r ic t ions , which is 
a great d i s advan t age . W h a t I have seen of these o the r 
schemes leads m e to believo t h a t the re is really no d e m a n d 
for small ownership , a n d t h a t the re is a n ever- increasing 
d e m a n d for small tenancies . T h a t m u s t be t a k e n in to 
account by a n y G o v e r n m e n t D e p a r t m e n t which has t h e 
admin i s t r a t i on of t h e Small Hold ings Act . 1 admi t t he 
diff iculty which has been raised, a n d so far as I can at t h o 
Boa rd of Agr icul ture . 1 shall endeavour to r emove tha t 
diff iculty, and I hope t o be able to do so. 

THE HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING ACT AND 
RURAL HOUSING. 

Wednesday, 3rd April. 
T h e fol lowing discussion on the H o u s i n g and Town 

P lann ing Act and R u r a l H o u s i n g took place d u r i n g the 
d e b a t e on t h e m o t i o n for t h e E a s t e r A d j o u r n m e n t . 

Earl Winterton : I desire to raise a quest ion connected 
with t h e opera t ion of t h e Hous ing a n d Town P lann ing Act 
as it affects rura l distr icts . T h e President of t h e Local 
Government Board , in answer to a quest ion the o ther day , 
said t h a t under t h e Act some 116 cot tages had been buil t , 
and closing orders had been m a d e in respect of 1,344 cot tages 
m rura l distr icts . H e added, t h a t did not m e a n all those 
houses were un inhab i t ed . 

I can say f rom personal experience t h a t while these 
houses were being p u t in a s t a t e of hab i t ab le repair m a n y 
families were without a n y lodgings of any kind ; indeed, ill 
some cases t l iey had t o seek shelter in t he casual wards of 
t he workhouses. 

Where a re these u n f o r t u n a t e people, who a re being 
dispossessed of the i r on ly hab i ta t ion , going to find shelter ? 
In every village in Eng l and at t he present t ime the re is a 
lack of sufficient co t t age accommodat ion , and t h e opera t ion 
of t h e Act , by speeding u p the process of closing insan i ta ry 
cot tages, has m a d e t h e posi t ion infinitely worse. 

Sir A. Grifflth-Boscawen : T h e " back t o t he land " 
m o v e m e n t was really t a k i n g on in t h e coun t ry , a n d there is 
no doub t t ha t t h e a t t r ac t ions of t he town were dy ing down. 
People were going back to t h e coun t ry , bu t , owing to t h e 
ent i re absence of decent housing accommodat ion , tha t 
most s a l u t a r y movemen t has been checked, a n d the people 
have been dr iven back into t he towns, where t hey go to 
swell t h e overcrowding in t he s lums, and m a k e t h e housing 
condit ions in t h e towns infinitely worse t h a n before. 

Let m e pu t one or two quest ions to t h e right hon. Gentle-
man . T h e first section of t he t own p lann ing par t of t h a t 
Act says t ha t t h e Local Governmen t Board m a y sanct ion 
schemes for t own p lanning . T h a t is t he whole object of 
tha t Act . T h e Act has been in opera t ion for over two 
years. H o w m a n y schemes for town p lanning h a s t he right 
lion. Gen t l eman sanct ioned ? I do not know whe the r he 
has a n y figures different f rom mine ; b u t , according to 
m y informat ion , he has not sanct ioned a single one up to 
t he present m o m e n t . 

U n d e r Section .55 of t he Hous ing and Town Planning 
A c t — t h e right hon. Gen t l eman ' s own A c t — t h e Local 
Government Board are t o issue general provisions as to t he 
charac te r of housing a n d town p lanning schemes, to show 
wha t ought to be done, and those regulat ions ore to be in-
cluded in t h e town p lann ing scheme. Has t h e right hon. 
Gen t leman carried out t ha t Section of his own Act ? No t 
at all. According to m y in fonna t ion , he has not issued any 
sets of general provisions u p to t h e present m o m e n t . 

Mr. Noel Buxton : I should like to sketch t h e point of 
view of those places (in Norfolk-) where an inquiry has been 
held, where housing has been a d m i t t e d to he wanted , and 
yet, owing to t he inabi l i ty to p a y t h e ra te necessi tated 
there is an absolu te s tandst i l l . One of those places 1 know 
very well, a n d 1 wish 1 could get m y right hon. Fr iend to 
come wi th 1110 and see one or two houses there which have 
been repor ted upon by one of these inquiries. I could show 
him a house the re where two rooms are occupied by four 
beds, and the four beds by eleven people, a n d in tha t 
par t icu la r family , which is blessed wi th a large n u m b e r of 
boys, 110 boy has a chance of shar ing a bed with less than 
two o ther boys, and t h e bods are placed not where it is most 
convenient , b u t where it is ex t remely inconvenient . I atise 
of t he n u m b e r of places at which wa te r conies t h rough the 
roof. 

I could show him ano the r house where a family occupies 
for sleeping accommoda t ion one room, not more t han an 
at t ic , wi th ano the r room, I was going to say. but in real i ty 
a mere cupboard , wi th 110 window at all, in which a chilil 
sleeps. These things a re not a l together untypica l of a 
somewha t widespread s t a t e of affairs. F rom t h e point of 
view of t h a t village, where the re is a general sense t ha t 
someth ing m u s t be done, we aro in an absolute 
quanda ry . H e r e one sees t he r e is a general feeling 
duly expressed in (ho d e m a n d for inquiry a n d an 
inqui ry has been held, a report has been m a d e to t h e 
dis t r ic t council and t h e district council has occupied a 
day or two in d e b a t e u p o n the sub jec t , and there has been 
a full inqui ry in to tho m a x i m u m ren t which could possibly 
be pa id , and , finally, t he r e has been 011 the par t of t he 
district, council a resolut ion passed, a f t e r much opposi t ion, 
in f avour of building, bu t wi th th is reservat ion, t h a t t he 
financial risk involved in t he bui lding should not go upon 
the district ra te , but upon t h e par i sh ra te . T h a t offer was 
m a d e to t h e par i sh council , and very na tu ra l ly declined. 

I t m u s t be admi t t ed tha t t he case of these low-paid rural 
d is t r ic ts is not being adequa te ly m e t b y t h e Housing Act. 
T h e social a n d economic mach ine does no t work in respect 
to agr icul tural houses. T h e r e is t h e quest ion, raised tho 
other day , of a subsidy, a n d there , of course, the re are all 
t h e object ions of logic and of s t r ic t , sound economics ; bu t 
I do no t know whe the r as t he lesser of two evils we m a y 
not bo d r iven to a subsidy, to deal wi th what is an urgent 
pract ical quest ion. 1 m u s t a l lude to t h e problem of ra t ing 
reform, which m a y be at t h e b o t t o m of t he t rouble , and to a 
proposal which, I believe, to bo a ve ry prac t icable one, 
tha t of giving powers to local bodies to provide not buildings 
b u t bui ld ing sites a t a reasonable ra te , upon which t h a t 
large n u m b e r of men who have saved a couple of hund red 
pounds migh t very likely build pu re ly as an investment for 
let t ing purposes, even to agr icul tura l labourers. T h a t class 
of m a n builds somehow very cheaply , and if l and were 
avai lable at a reasonable r a t e the re would be a ve ry great 
deal more buildings even for t h e poorer agr icul tura l 
labourers t h a n thero a re now. T h a t will bo a m a t t e r of 
legislation. Of course, at t h e b o t t o m of it all is t h e abnor-
mally low wages paid to labourers . I do not know whether 
m y right hon. Fr iend can tell me whe the r he could suppor t 
tho appl ica t ion to agricul tural labourers of t he principle of 
t h e m i n i m u m wage. T h e whole housing problem, and all 
t he difficulties and r ea r r angemen t s of t h e economic order, 
would solve themse lves if t he wages of fa rm labourers wero 
adequa te , and probab ly t h a t is tho solution which will be 
required in t he end. 

The President of the Local Government Board (Mr Burns)-
T h e fact is t h a t a l t hough 1,344 closing orders were m a d e , 
all t h e houses except 126 were p u t in to decent and hab i t ab le 
repair . I t is no t correct to represent t h a t 1,344 houses 
a re in process of demoli t ion. One t housand th ree hund red 
a n d fo r ty - fou r closing orders were m a d e , bu t t hey were only 
finally appl ied t o 126 houses. T h e rest of t h e houses were 
m a d e fit ami a d e q u a t e for hab i t a t ion . Therefore t he 
suggest ion t h a t because 1.344 closing orders were m a d e t h e 
rura l a reas were shor t of t h a t n u m b e r of houses is no t 
speaking according t o fac t . In fifteen m o n t h s n ine teen 
au thor i t i es in rura l a reas h a v e bui l t 153 houses at a cost of 
£30,208 a t economic rents . T h e hon. Member for one of 
t he Divisions of Norfolk knows t h a t in t h e par i sh of Montagu , 
and also in a ru ra l par ish of H a p p i s b u r g h , economic houses 
a re being erected on economic lines. If t he people the re 
are no t able t o sus ta in themselves on economic lines m y 
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suggest ion t o t h e Noble Lord and t o Members in all qua r t e r s 
of t h e H o u s e is t h a t t h e y should jo in in crit icising in t h e 
p roper q u a r t e r t h e low s t a n d a r d of wages pa id t o agri-
cu l tu ra l labourers of 1 3s. t o 16s. a week, ins tead of coming 
t o P a r l i a m e n t for a bonus to landlords , who do no t a lways 
do the i r d u t y , and t o fa rmers , who do no t a lways pay 
economic wages on which labourers can sus ta in themselves . 
I can assure t h e Noble Lord and his F r i ends t h a t he will do 
m o r e good for rura l hous ing in t h e nex t twe lve m o n t h s , if 
t h e y could get t h e wagos raised only Is. a week, t h a n t h e y 
will do b y suppor t i ng a cadging organ isa t ion on t h e p a r t 
e i ther of f a r m e r s or landlords , and by coming to t h e H o u s e 
of C o m m o n s for n inepence a week subsidies for co t tages t o 
u n d e r p a i d labourers in t h e c o u n t r y t o be pa id b y unskil led 
l aboure r s and c h a r w o m e n in our large t o w n s a n d cities. 

I will t a k e t h e chair for t h e Noble Lord a t t h e first 
mee t ing t h a t he will hold, say, in t h e c o u n t y of Sussex or 
Dorse t or Wil ts , a n d will point out t h e in jus t ice of ask ing 
a m a n on 14s. or 15s. a week t o s u p p o r t a wife a n d fami ly 
a n d p a y 2s. 6d. rent, out of his miserab le wages. 1 a m very 
glad to say t h a t du r ing t h e last few years t h e Local Govern-
m e n t B o a r d h a v e sanc t ioned advances of near ly £3,000,000 
for t h e pu rchase of 140,000 acres unde r t h e Small Hold ings 
Act , and t h a t in connec t ion w i t h t h a t Act a lone 1,015 
cot tages , i ndependen t ly of t h e Hous ing and T o w n P l a n n i n g 
Act , h a v e been provided in rural a reas . 

T h e hon . Barone t , in refer r ing t o t h e Hous ing a n d T o w n 
P l a n n i n g Act , said, so f a r as I can ga the r , t h a t t he r e has 
no t been a single app l ica t ion or a n y scheme sanc t ioned 
u n d e r t h e Ac t . You c a n n o t h a v e a scheme sanc t ioned 
unless app l ica t ion has been m a d e . These a re t h e facts . 
T h e p r e p a r a t i o n of f o u r t e e n schemes b y four t een munic ipa l 
au thor i t i e s has been a l r eady sanc t ioned by t h e Board . 
Appl ica t ions for a u t h o r i t y to p r epa re schemes h a v e been 
m a d e b y t h r e e others . Not ices h a v e been given b y eleven 
local au thor i t i e s of o the r schemes. T h e r e a re proposa ls in 
reference t o schemes f rom t w e n t y - t w o o the r local au thor i t i e s 
u n d e r cons idera t ion at t h i s m o m e n t , a n d negot ia t ions are 
proceeding be tween t h e Board a n d t h i r t y - n i n e o the r local 
au thor i t ies . I n all t h e r e have been e i ther sanc t ioned b y 
t h e B o a r d or a re in course of deve lopmen t , not t h e m i n u s 
q u a n t i t y t h a t t h e hon . M e m b e r suggests , b u t no fewer t h a n 
n ine ty t o w n p lann ing schemes. 

I need no t tell t h e H o u s e t h a t f rom 1906 t o 1910, on 
m u c h smal le r schemes, a n d more on ru ra l hous ing t h a n 
previously , £448,000 in loans had been sanc t ioned b y m y 
D e p a r t m e n t ; bu t b e t t e r still, in 1911, and i n ^ t h e t h r ee 
m o n t h s of 1912, £245,000 had been sanc t ioned in t h a t 
fifteen m o n t h s . As ru ra l hous ing is be ing discussed, m a y 
I give a prac t ica l answer t o a ques t ion which was asked to-
d a y b y t h e hon . Member for W i l t o n (Mr. C. B a t h u r s t ) , in 
t h e f o r m of a few simple figures ? I a m re fe r r ing exclusively 
t o t h e ru ra l housing, a n d f rom 1890 to 1899 only £3,500 
were sanc t ioned b y t h e la te Conserva t ive Admin i s t r a t i on 
in t h a t t en years . F r o m 1900 t o 1905, £6,800 ; f r om 1906 
t o 1910, £37,380 ; a n d f r o m 1011 a n d for t h e t h r ee m o n t h s 
of 1912 -only fifteen m o n t h s — I h a v e h a d t h e pleasure of 
sanc t ion ing £29,688, or j u s t half of t h e a m o u n t of t h e 
p rev ious t w e n t y - t w o years . I a m glad t o say t h a t in t h e 
last fifteen m o n t h s nea r l y t h r ee t imes as m u c h h a s been 
sanc t ioned as in t h e first s ix teen yea r s of t h e Hous ing Act . 

I shall be s u p p o r t e d in t h e view t h a t we t a k e as a Local 
G o v e r n m e n t Board t h a t t h e rura l hous ing prob lem is a 
serious ono in t h e m a n y ways in which th is G o v e r n m e n t 
h a v e t a k e n s teps in a w a y t h a t no prev ious G o v e r n m e n t 
ever a t t e m p t e d . All of t h a t would be re la t ive ly ineffect ive 
unless t h e landlords a n d all political pa r t i e s in th i s c o u n t r y 
realise t h a t ins tead of a d v o c a t i n g dea r food for men , 
women, a n d chi ldren, a n d low wages, t h e b e t t e r p lan is t o 
raise t h e wages, and let those wages be good enough to 
enable t h e agr icu l tura l labourer , out of his h igher wages, t o 
bui ld w i t h o u t subs idy f r o m t h e r a t e s or a bonus f r o m t h e 
taxes , a n d live in a house of his own, or for which he p a y s 
rent f rom those higher wages which it is t h e d u t y of every 
on" of us t o t h e best of our capac i ty t o secure. 

COTTAGE HOMES FOR AGED PERSONS BILL. 

Friday, 12th April. 
Order for Second R e a d i n g read. 

Mr. Harrison-Broadley : I beg t o move , " T h a t t h e Bill 
be now read a second t i m e . " 

W e have m a n y measures for bui ld ing houses in t h e 
u r b a n d is t r ic t s ; bu t in t h e rura l d i s t r i c t s it is a very 
d i f fe ren t m a t t e r . The re if we were t o follow u p t h e expens ive 
m e t h o d s t h a t a r e in vogue in t h e u r b a n dis t r ic ts , we should 
find t h a t t h e agr icu l tura l labourer would no t be able t o 
p a y t h e r e n t d e m a n d e d b y t h e au thor i t i es . 

A t p resen t t h e r e a re m a n y co t tages filled u p w i t h old 
people and wi th people who in some cases a re ab le t o do 
p a r t of a d a y ' s work, b u t in m a n y cases are n o t ab le to 
do any work a t all. I n some cases widows, m o t h e r s of 
famil ies , reside in t he ne ighbourhood ; t h e y are occupying 
these houses, a n d t h e y o u n g m e n w h e n t h e y grow u p and 
m a r r y find t h e r e is no house in t h e ne ighbourhood for t h e m . 
W h a t happens t h e n ? T h e y have t o leave and go in to t h e 
towns . T h a t is wha t is happen ing in our villages all over 
t h e c o u n t r y , a n d in t h a t w a y we a r e dr iv ing a w a y men 
more useful t o t h e land t h a n a n y you can i m p o r t f r o m t h e 
ne ighbour ing t o w n s a n d u r b a n dis t r ic ts . By th i s Bill 
we hope to be ab le t o bu i ld houses a t t h e small cost of £120 
per house. A house can and will be bu i l t for t h a t sum, 
because, in t h e first ins tance , th is Bill lays down t h a t t h e 
land shall be given t o t h e au thor i t ies , w h e t h e r par ish 
council or w h a t e v e r it m a y be, f ree of cost . W e h a v e no 
d o u b t b u t t h a t in every village we can find m e n willing 
t o give t o t h a t a u t h o r i t y enough land t o bui ld a n u m b e r 
of co t tages in t h a t village. I h a v e m a d e inquir ies in to th is 
ques t ion du r ing t h e last few m o n t h s a n d I h a v e f o u n d out 
t h a t t h e n u m b e r of one for every h u n d r e d of popu la t ion , 
as p rov ided u n d e r th i s Bill, is no t too large. I n villages 
of f r o m 300 to 400 popu la t ion we find t h e r e are o f t e n more 
t h a n t h r e e or four houses occupied b y old people no t able 
t o do a full d a y ' s work. W e find, indeed, the re a r e seven on 
t h e ave rage a n d t h a t has been t a k e n b y m e in m a n y of 
t h e n o r t h e r n villages I h a v e been in as t h e average . W e 
wish t o let t hese houses t o respec tab le old people a n d people 
who a re able t o m a i n t a i n themse lves wi thou t t h e he lp a n d 
relief f r o m t h e parish. I n th is way I t h i n k we can do very 
m u c h indeed for these villages. W e know t h e r e is great 
need in all our villages for ex t r a houses, a n d I hope t h e 
House will consider it a good th ing t o pass a small holdings 

i measu re of th i s kind for t h e ass is tance of t h e agr icu l tura l 
t labourers . 

Mr. C. Bathurst : T h e r e is no d o u b t , as a l ready emphas i sed 
recent ly in t h i s House , t h a t local au thor i t i e s r equ i re some-
th ing in t h e n a t u r e of a s t imulus in o rder t o i nduce t h e m 
to p rov ide co t t ages in c i rcumstances which do no t admi t 
of economic ren t being charged for a co t t age in a case 
where b o t h t h e va lue of t h e land a n d t h e co t t age h a v e to 
be t a k e n into account in reckoning capi ta l o u t l a y upon 
which in te res t or ren t has to be paid . I n th i s case it is 
suggested t h a t t h e s t imulus be impor t ed b y a g i f t of t h e 
land b y t h e l andowner who is so disposed t o t h e par i sh 
council , in cons idera t ion of t h e par ish council for t h a t gift 
being p repa red t o erect su i tab le co t t ages for aged persons, 
a u d t o let t hese co t tages a t a rent which m a y be considered 
as more or less uneconomic, b u t which will no t involve 
t h e local au thor i t i e s or t h e r a t e p a y e r s in a n y considerable 
loss, if in any loss a t all. I t m a y be said £120 is a low figure 
a t which to pu t t h e necessary capi ta l expend i tu r e u p o n a n y 
cot tage . But it should be borne in m i n d t h a t t h e c o t t a g e 
c o n t e m p l a t e d in th is Bill would be a two-roomed c o t t a g e 
u p o n t h e g round floor, which is eminen t ly sui ted t o t he 
r equ i r emen t s of old people, who do n o t like t o c l imb u p 
s ta i rs in order to get t o the i r s leeping a p a r t m e n t s , and is 
jus t t h e sort of co t tage t o be found in m a n y villages to -day , 
b u t provided , as I t h i n k , in an undes i rab le way as a m a t t e r 
of cha r i ty and k n o w n as a lmshouses . 

This Bill enables us t o s u b s t i t u t e for t h e old-fashioned 
a lmshouses , t h e very n a m e of which indica tes s o m e loss of 
d ign i ty on t h e p a r t of t h e occupan t s , houses in which 
a n y self-respect ing old m a n or w o m a n can live a t a reasonab le 
r en t which t h e y can well afford wi th t h e help of t h e old 
age pension w i thou t a n y loss of d ign i ty t o themse lves 
a n d wi thou t a n y loss of r en t or in teres t t o those who a re 
in teres ted as owners of t h e p rope r ty . 
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T h e Centra l aiul Associated Chambers of Agr icul ture 
considered th is Bill on 4tli April , 1911, when the re were 
present represen ta t ives of fifty-six c h a m b e r s of agr icul ture 
and agr icu l tura l societies t h r o u g h o u t t h e coun t ry , including, 
I m a y men t ion b y t h e way, "Several Liberal Members of 
Pa r l i amen t , a n d a resolut ion was passed unanimous ly in 
favour of th is Bill a n d of i ts accep tance by t h e House 
of Commons. Those represen ta t ives were in t imate ly 
acqua in t ed w i t h t h e condi t ions of life in our villages a n d 
upon our fa rms , and t h a t resolut ion was carr ied as t he 
result of similar resolut ions which had been passed b y 
var ious chamber s of agr icu l tu re all over t h e coun t ry . 
I v e n t u r e to th ink , in face of such suppor t as t h a t , t h e 
House would be deal ing unfa i r ly wi th this Bill, at a n y r a t e 
so f a r as t h e agr icul tura l popula t ion is concerned, unless 
it p e rmi t t ed i ts f u r t h e r considerat ion by accept ing its 
Second Read ing . I earnest ly appea l t o t he House to 
accept t h e principle of t h e Bill, and to consider hereaf te r 
any A m e n d m e n t s which may be m a d e wi th regard to its 
detai ls . I would ven tu re , before I sit down, to appea l t o 
t he hon. Member for Newcas t l e -under -Lymo (Mr. Wedg-
wood), who m a d e a somewhat severe and caus t ic speech on 
the sub jec t of t h e last Hous ing Bill before t h e House , to 
t r ea t th is Bill in a serious spir i t , and as one upon which 
m a n y earnes t -minded a n d s y m p a t h e t i c m e n feel very 
s t rongly , and , w h a t e v e r m a y be his cri t icisms, no t undu ly 
to indulge in sat ire, which will no t kill t h e Bill, b u t which is 
only ca lcula ted to c rea te s y m p a t h y wi th its provisions. 

Mr. Booth : I beg t o move as a n A m e n d m e n t t o leave 
ouff f rom t h e word " T h a t " t o t h e end of t h e Quest ion, 
in order t o add ins tead thereof t h e words, " th i s House, 
while recognising t h e impor t ance of t he housing quest ion 
in t o w n and coun t ry , refuses t o t r e a t t h e ques t ion in a 
piecemeal fashion, and expresses i ts desire t h a t t h e Govern-
men t should consider t h e whole ques t ion on receipt of t h e 
Repor t of t h e D e p a r t m e n t a l Commi t t ee on t h e Inc idence 
of Local T a x a t i o n , giving due regard t o the i r responsibil i t ies 
as cus tod ians of t h e publ ic E x c h e q u e r . " 

This A m e n d m e n t , of course, is m e a n t t o be in direct 
conflict w i th t h e passage of t h e Bill t h rough this House a t 
th is s tage, and I h a v e purpose ly included in it a reference 
to t h e D e p a r t m e n t a l Commi t t ee on t h e Inc idence of Local 
T a x a t i o n , because of t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y clause in t h e 
Bill which seeks t o e x e m p t th is pa r t i cu la r p rope r ty , which 
is t o become t h e pe t p r o p e r t y of some indulgent coun t ry 
landlord, f rom t h e scope of t h e Budge t . 

Mr. Pretyman : I t is no t t o be t h e p r o p e r t y of a n y 
coun t ry landlord in a n y shape or fo rm. 

Mr. Booth : Special care is sought to be t a k e n by 
Clause 10 to p ro tec t t h i s p rope r ty f rom the scope of t h e 
Budge t . T h a t is c learly so. T h e clause says :— 

" Xo person shall be assessed or r a t ed t o or for a n y 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y t a x or local r a t e in respect of any land or 
bui ldings used exclusively or ma in ly for t he purposes of 
th i s A c t . " 
I believe t b e real f a t h e r of t he Bill si ts on t h e F r o n t 

Opposi t ion Bench (Mr. P r e t y m a n ) . H e is a severe an t agon i s t 
of wha t is known as t h e Lloyd George Budge t , and be is 
averse t o bui lding a few cot tages for people of s ix ty-f ive 
unless t h e y aro e x e m p t f rom any P a r l i a m e n t a r y t ax or 
local r a t e . T h a t seems to be such a da r ing proposal 
t ha t I have though t it bes t to call a t t e n t i o n t o it. 1 regard 
th is Bill as a n o t h e r ins tance of these Imper ia l p r i va t e 
doles, and it seems t o m e it is a b o u t t h e most terr ible 
ins tance we h a v e ye t h a d , because it is d i s t inc t ly 
f r amed t o subsidise low wages. I a m agains t Imper ia l 
doles on principle. I a m agains t hon. Members coming 
forward a n d appea l ing for publ ic m o n e y to go t o the i r 
const i tuencies in t h e s h a p e of some lit t le 'relief f rom some 
burden or o ther , b u t in th i s case no t only is t h e Imper ia l 
Excheque r to be d r a w n on b y these rura l areas, bu t it is done 
in such a w a y t h a t t h e m a n wi th decent wages cannot get 
a n y benefi t , and t h e people wi th low wages a r e t o receive 
t he en t i re p rope r ty . 

Mr. C. Bathurst : These co t tages are not in tended for 
wage-earners at all. 

Mr. Booth : If t hey a r e not in tended for people who get 
any wages, w h a t is t h e m e a n i n g of Clause 2, Sub-sect ion (1), 

p a r a g r a p h (c), which says he is no t eligible if his annua l 
income exceeds £31 10s. per a n n u m '.' 

Mr. C. Bathurst : T h a t is t he limit within which il is 
possible for a n Old Age Pension Commit tee to award a 
pension. 

Mr. Booth : T h e Bill deals w i t h people of sixty-five, 
whereas old age pensions are n o t given till seventy . Cf 
course, if I a m to h a v e exp lana t ions of tha t k ind, 1 do 
no t t h ink we shall got on wi th t he discussion. T h e Hill 
deals wi th people of s ixty-f ive, who have an income of 
£31 10s. T h e lion. Member d is t inc t ly informs t h e H o m e 
th is is no t earned m o n e y . If you a rc p u t t i n g up the t e 
co t tages for agr icul tura l labourers who have received 
such h a n d s o m e wages t h a t t h e y h a v e bought s tocks and 
shares t o give t h e m an income of £31 10s. out of their 
savings, you a rc deal ing wi th a class of whose exis tence I 
have been h i the r to unaware . I hope hon. .Members 
opposi te will not ob jec t to m y criticism that this is an 
Imper ia l dole s imply because it dea ls with local t axa t i on . 
It is t h e hab i t of hon. Members to pass legislation increasing 
t h e local bu rdens and t hen come here and complain that 
tho Imper ia l Legis la ture has passed a measu re which 
involves a large local con t r ibu t ion , and suggest tha t t he 
Imper ia l E x c h e q u e r should pay t h e a m o u n t . 

T h e Bill proposes t o give powers to build these co t t age 
homes t o t h e local a u t h o r i t y or t h e par i sh council , which 
later on is def ined as t h e par i sh mee t ing . Do hon. Members 
know w h a t a par ish mee t ing is ? I t mee ts once a year . 
W h e n I was a b o u t twen ty -one yenrs of age 1 took the 
chair a t a pa r i sh mee t ing in m y own parish, and we had 
b read a n d cheese and beer d i s t r ibu ted free at t h e expense 
of t he ra tes , whilst we discussed local affairs. T h e meet ing 
came t o an a b r u p t t e r m i n a t i o n because m y fa the r , who was 
a Wes leyan society s t eward , hear ing I was there , came 
to t he " Bul l ' s Head " a n d d e m a n d e d tha t I should come 
ou t , and t h e meet ing b roke u p and t h e affairs of t h e par ish 
were t h r o w n into confus ion for years and years . T h e 
hon. Member opposi te proposes t h a t this par i sh meet ing, 
which usual ly mee t s once a year , a n d which jus t a few 
people a t t e n d , should u n d e r t a k e t h e business of bui lding 
cot tages , because t he erect ion of co t t ages is a business. 

Clause 2 refers t o t h e people who are to be eligible for 
cot tages , and it says t hey m u s t h a v e lived wi th in t h e 
a r ea for t w e n t y years . W e have ju s t got rid of t h a t , or 
a t a n y r a t e modified it in t h e Old Age Pens ions Act , 
because it was found to be too ha r sh to insist upon t w e n t y 
years ' con t inuous residence. T h e f r amers of th is Bill 
wan t t o re impose t h e old law of se t t l ement . T h e idea 
is t h a t t h e w o r k m a n should s t ay in a village all his life, 
and should no t choose his job or where he should live, 
a n d should never get u p t o tha t s t a n d a r d of independence 
which is so nauseous t o t h e a u t h o r s of t he Bill. They 
w a n t him t o be the re s laving a w a y for t w e n t y years before 
he is t o be eligible for t h i s b o u n t y . 

We now come t o t h e provis ion as to t he income of £31 10s. 
a year . A p p a r e n t l y t h e p romote r s of th is Bill are p repared 
to say t h a t a n y b o d y ge t t ing a decent wage should not live 
in these cot tages . If a m a n ea rns about 12s. fid. a week 
he can come in, bu t if he joins an agr icul tura l labourers ' 
union, as I hope he will-—I th ink s o m e agricul tural societies 
formed unde r t h e Na t iona l Insu rance Act will t ry to 
develop in t h a t d i rec t ion, a n d I do not th ink tha t a n y good 
landlord need be a f ra id of it if he joins an agr icul tura l 
labourers ' un ion he m a y get an a d v a n c e f rom 14s. to lfis. 
a week, i t m a y be doub led or t rebled if Tariff R e f o r m ccmes. 
and if he gets an a d v a n c e of wages he m u s t v a c a t e t h e 
co t tage . I t m u s t he r emembered t h a t men of s ixty-f ive 
in t he c o u n t r y d is t r ic t s a r e not done for. T h e y a r e no t 
obsolete , or only fit t o be t h r o w n oil t h e scrap heap . T h e 
clause s ays t ha t t h e combined a n n u a l income of a couple 
m u s t not exceed £50. Look at t he Machiavel l ian subt le ly 
of t h a t ! It is b r o u g h t in to exc lude a n y o n e ea rn ing £1 
per week, or £52 a year . One pound m a y become a 
sor t of ideal sum which an agr icu l tura l labourers ' union 
will ask for , and ag i ta t ion m a y fix it in t he publ ic mind, 
if the labourer succeeds in ge t t ing £1 per week he is dis-
qualified f rom ge t t ing a co t tage . I protes t aga ins t legis 
lat ion of t h a t kind. A person t o be eligible for a co t t age 
home m u s t sa t i s fy t h e a u t h o r i t y t h a t his indus t ry a n d mode 
of life h a v e been such as to r ecommend h i m for t h e benefi ts 
under the Bill. T h a t is in t roduc ing an inquisi tor ial 
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inspec t ion in to t h e lives of t h e people of t h i s c o u n t r y 
which will no t be t o l e r a t ed . U n d e r t h e I n s u r a n c e Bill 
it was f o u n d imposs ib le t o p rov ide for police inspect ion ; 
t h e c o u n t r y would n o t t o l e r a t e it ; b u t he re you 
a re t o h a v e th i s pa r i sh c o m m i t t e e , th i s pa r i sh mee t -
ing or th i s pa r i sh council , cons is t ing of a pub l ican , 
a b l acksmi th , a chu rchwarden , a l i t t le shop-keeper , and , 
pe rhaps , a l aboure r or two , you a r e t o h a v e th i s coterie 
deciding t h e ques t ion of a m a n ' s i n d u s t r y a n d m o d e of 
life. T h o whole t h ing is a b h o r r e n t and repuls ive in t h e 
ex t r eme , a n d I c a n n o t t r u s t myself t o do jus t i ce t o m y 
feelings r ega rd ing it. 

Clause 4, Subsect ion (2), says t h a t a t e n a n t for life 
w i t h t h e consen t of his t rus t ees m a y give an acre now 
a n d again for co t t age homes , b u t it m u s t no t bo p a r t of t h e 
p leasure g rounds , or t h e pa rk , or t h e lands usua l ly occupied 
by t h e pr incipal mans ion house. I n H e n r y IV. a d a n d y 
officer on t h e field of b a t t l e ob jec ted t o a corpse being 
borne be tween t h e wind and his nobi l i ty . H e r e you get 
tho idea of a p e r m a n e n t mans ion house wi th its p leasure 
g rounds , i ts pa rk a n d oven you r own pets . These people 
you w a n t t h e dole for in t hese l i t t le houses a re no t to come 
too nea r you r own mans ion house. T o p u t legislation 
of t h a t kind before t h e work ing m a n is enough t o inako 
h im lose all conf idence in t h e r ep re sen t a t i ve principle. 
W h a t does if mean ? 1 suppose t h e y aro a f r a id of t h e smell 
of f resh fish f rom one of these co t t ages reach ing the i r nostri ls 
as t h e y walk r o u n d t he i r ample g r o u n d s or a re a f r a id of 
t h e m keeping hens or p igeons a n d p icking a s t r a y piece of 
n o u r i s h m e n t f rom t h e h o m e p a r k . W h y is t h a t in at all ? 

Mr. Pretyman : It is t a k e n v e r b a t i m f r o m t h e Small 
Hold ings Act passed by hon . G e n t l e m e n opposi te . 

Mr. Booth : T h a t does not m a k e it a n y be t t e r . I da re 
say t h e hon . Gen t l emen opposed t h e Clause a t t h e t ime . 
Or p e r h a p s it was p u t in as a b r ibe a n d a sop in order 
to r e m o v e obs t ruc t ion . I h a v e not been s i t t ing here all 
these m o n t h s and seeing t h e mee t ings beh ind t h e Speaker ' s 
Chair w i t h o u t learn ing someth ing . I w a n t t o p ro t e s t 
against legislat ion of t h i s k ind . E v e n if our own p a r t y has 
done it let t h e r e be an end of it. T h i s is t h e t i m e when we 
w a n t l abour ing m e n to work in h a r m o n y a n d keep in t h e 
fabr ic of commercia l life a n d t h e Cons t i tu t ion . This is like 
a red r ag t o a bull. I t is inv i t ing t rouble . You a re m a k i n g 
food for Anarch i s t pub l ica t ions and leading art icles in 
Socialist newspapers , a n d m a k i n g a rod for you r own 
backs. T h e labour t roub les will not s top w i t h ' t h e coal-
fields. T h e y will come (town to these villages, a n d t h e nex t 
J a c k Cade or W a t Tyle r who a p p e a r s f r o m t h e c o u n t r y 
d is t r ic t s of E n g l a n d will receive a h e a r t y welcome f rom t h e 
a r t i sans of t h e N o r t h . T h e n e x t l abour p rob lem in t h e 
next genera t ion , t o m y m i n d , will c e n t r e r o u n d t h e condi t ion 
of t he se villages. If t h e prospec t of a m e r e h a n d f u l of 
co t tages a t th i s low pr ice would s t a v e off a ru ra l revolu-
t ion t h e r e m i g h t be s o m e t h i n g in it, bu t it would 
p rec ip i t a t e it in m y view. I do no t k n o w w h e t h e r hon. 
Members realise (ha t I h a v e been d o w n t o several country-
d is t r ic t s in t h e S o u t h of E n g l a n d , a n d t h a t I m a d e an 
inspect ion in Sussex, where I found men l iving on small 
a l l o tmen t s in small houses of one s to rey , such as a rc con-
t e m p l a t e d by th is Hill. These men a re living o n t h e lands 
of m e n who were press-ganged for Nelson ' s F lee t when 
we were fighting aga ins t t h e F rench . Whi le t h e y were 
a w a y f rom home thei r l ands were stolen. You will find 
in t h e "names of t h e p ress -gang t h e s a m e f ami ly n a m e s 
which a p p e a r e d in t h e n e x t g e n e r a t i o n in t h e workhouse 
books. Since t hen t he i r sons a n d g randsons were t u rned 
out to b reak s tones on t h e roadsides . That is why the re is 
a b u r n i n g feeling a m o n g s t t he people, a n d sooner or l a te r 
it will b r eak out . I d o not know whe the r t h e m e n who 
h a v e large houses and p leasure g r o u n d s and p a r k s wish t o 
keep t hem a w a y mere ly because t h e y do not wish t h e smell 
of the i r ne ighbours : b u t 1 would remind t h e m t h a t t h e 
Socialistic Go th and t h e Syndical is t Vanda l a re looking 
at t h e mans ions and a t t he " r a r e a n d re f resh ing f r u i t " 
in t h e o rchards . 

Mr. Wedgwood : 1 do not come to th i s H o u s e in o rder 
t o improve t h e mora l i t y , the t h r i f t , a n d t h e genera l good 
behav iou r of t h e work ing classes. W e a re H o t here ivs 
g r a n d m o t h e r s t o i n s t r u c t people a n d m a k e t h e m good, 
t h r i f t y , indus t r ious , a n d honest . W e a r e he re to see t h a t 
t hey get f reedom a n d jus t ice , a n d t h e bes t possible con-

dit ions. Rea l ly t h e desire of t h e wel l -meaning people 
opposi te , in t h e governing of t h e working classes, to pu t 
t h e m in the i r r igh t place, is wha t is caus ing t h e indus t r ia l 
unres t in th is count ry . The . working classes do no t wish 
t o be in te r fe red wi th in th i s way , a n d t h e y would m u c h 
r a t h e r t h a t we lef t t h e m free to govern themselves . 

T h e local au thor i t i e s can only bu i ld these c o t t a g e homes 
if t he land is given to t h e m or if t h e y ge t i t a t a peppercorn 
rent . B u t t be r e is abso lu te ly no res t r ic t ion u p o n t h e 
landlord securing t h e reversion of t h e lease, so t h a t he 
m a y charge a peppercorn ren t , a n d a t t h e end of t h e lease 
get back no t only t h e l and b u t t h e houses as well. I t is all 
very well to say t h a t t h e landlord ge t s no th ing o u t of t he 
land, b u t if lie gets b a c k t h e land wi th t h e co t t ages i t m e a n s 
t h a t you are using t h e r a t epaye r s ' m o n e y di rec t ly t o benefi t 
t h e landlords of t h e coun t ry . 

I was surpr i sed a t t h e presence of t h e na iu f of t h e hon. 
B a r o n e t t h e Member for Ayr Burglis (Sir G. Younger) , 
a n d asked myself w h a t was t h e reason of it. I c a m e to 
t h e conclusion, t h a t it was no t because Sco t land was 
exempted , b u t because of Section 10, which seems t o show 
some awaken ing of conscience on t h e p a r t of hon. Members 
opposi te . I t provides t h a t no person shall be assessed or 
r a t ed to or for any local r a t e in respect of a n y land or 
bui ldings used for t h e purposes of t h i s Act . Well, t h a t is 
t h e beginning of t he new era. The re is a pr inc ip le under-
lying t h e e x e m p t i o n of ra tes wi th which we on th i s side 
of t h e H o u s e hear t i ly concur . 

W e believe t h a t bui ld ings should no t be r a t ed . If you 
w a n t t o encourage bui ld ing cot tages or a n y o ther sort «of 
buildings, t h e bes t way to do so is t o take" ru ra l r a t e s off 
bui ldings so t h a t new bui ld ings m a y be erected. H e r e we 
find t h e t h i n end of t h e wedge in t roduced b y hon . Members 
oppos i t e—by t h e lion, a n d gallant Member" for Chelmsford 
(Mr. P r e t y m a n ) himself. I t is very pleasant t o see this 
pr inciple embodied in th i s Bill b y t h e lion. M e m b e r for 
Chelmsford . W h a t is t h e g round of exempt ion f r o m ra tes 
of these houses, t he bu i ld ing of which he w a n t s t o encourage ? 
His g round surely was t h a t it was only b y e x e m p t i n g t h e m 
f r o m ra tes y o u could a f ford to let t h e m a t Is. or 2s. a week. 
T h a t is per fec t ly sound, bu t w h a t is no t sound is t h a t you 
should m a k e th i s exempt ion f r o m r a t e s appl icable t o only 
one sor t of p r o p e r t y a n d the reby penalise unfa i r ly o t h e r sor ts 
of p rope r ty . All we ask is t h a t t h e y should come fo rward 
a l i t t le bit a n d no t l eave th is pr inciple t o app ly merely 
t o co t t age homes for t h e aged a n d deserving poor , bu t 
should e x t e n d it to co t t age homes for eve rybody in t he 
c o u n t r y a n d e x e m p t t h e m f rom ra tes . B y doing so t hey 
would encourage the bui ld ing of t h e m , a n d a t t h e same 
t ime would be able to let these co t t ages a t r en t s which 
a re not so e x t o r t i o n a t e as those charged a t p resen t . T h e 
whole ques t ion depends u p o n some radical reorganisa t ion 
of t h e r a t i ng sys tem, t h e r e a d j u s t m e n t of local and Imper ia l 
burdens , a n d t h e exempt ion f rom ra t e s of bui ldings a n d 
i m p r o v e m e n t s as recognised in Clause 10. Along t h e o ther 
lines y o u a re s imply t i nke r ing wi th it, if a n y local a u t h o r i t y 
is ever en thus ias t ic enough to p u t th is Bill i n to ac tua l 
prac t ice . Y o u a re only deal ing w i t h t h e prob lem piece-
meal a n d no t general ly , and what is requi red is t h a t you 
should deal w i t h t h e whole prob lem a n d no t t r y t o s t ave 
off serious legislation b y t inker ing measures of th is so r t . 

Sir J. Spear : The re has grown up , a n d t he re has been 
c rea ted to no small extent by the Old Age Pens ions Act . 
a f u r t h e r need for c o t t a g e accommoda t ion , because we 
find t h a t t he r e is a large n u m b e r of old age pensioners 
who h a v e t o go to t he workhouse s imply because t h e y have 
no t co t t ages wherein t o reside. We" want to see a n 
o p p o r t u n i t y given to p rov ide t ha t these old v e t e r a n s of 
l abour shall be able to end their d a y s in t h e locali ty in which 
t hey live, a n d b y this sys t em of provid ing these l i t t le homes 
we shall c o n t r i b u t e in t ha t direct ion. There has a lways 
been diff iculty in providing sufficient houses in t h e coun t ry . 
W e know q u i t e well t ha t to build a house in t h e c o u n t r y 
a n d let it at a rent which the w o r k m a n can afford t o pay is 
a n economic impossibi l i ty . 

At Tav i s tock at t h e present t ime the re a r e several 
old age pensioners in t he workhouse . T h e y canno t get 
l i t t le homes . W e w a n t to see a high s t a n d a r d of co t t age 
p romoted , but in t h e m e a n t i m e , seeing t h a t it is impossible 
t ha t tha t can be accomplished, we w a n t to mee t t h e crying 
needs which h a v e become man i f e s t t o us. 

1 know t h a t we would all like to see agr icul tura l labourers 
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be t t e r paid. [Hon . Members : " Hea r , h e a r . " ] H o n . 
Members opposi te cheer t h a t , b u t they nearly a lways oppose 
any proposals b rough t fo rward t ha t woidd con t r i bu t e in 
t ha t direct ion. T h e y are a lways anx ious t o place on t h e 
land, which is our raw mater ia l , increased bu rdens , which 
m e a n an increased disabi l i ty on our part to p a y t h e agricul-
tu ra l labourer t h e increased wages which we a r e anx ious 
to p a y , and which we acknowledge he deserves. 

Mr. Barnes : W e s t a n d for t he principle of every mai l 
being f ree and independen t , going where he likes, a n d 
ident i fy ing liimself wi th bis fellow labourers where hi1 

pleases. This proposal is ent i re ly con t r a ry to t h a t pr inciple 
and would upset it. 

Sir J. Spear : T h e Bill does not in te r fere wi th t ha t at 
all. A m a n m a y h a v e left a dis t r ic t at any t ime du r ing t h e 
t w e n t y years . T h e Bill merely provides t h a t those who 
have resided in t he dis t r ic t for t w e n t y yea r s shall h a v e t h e 
first chance . 

Mr. Barnes : I h a v e no t fo rgo t ten t h a t . T h e hon. 
Member says t h a t t h e Bill does not prescr ibe t ha t a m a n 
shall h a v e lived in t h e parish for t w e n t y years . It mere ly 
provides t ha t he shall have a preference over t h e m a n 
who has not lived t he re for t w e n t y years . W h a t , as a 
m a t t e r of pract ical effect, does t ha t a m o u n t to ? 'The 
Bill says t h a t you shall build one house for every 100 
people ill t h e d is t r ic t . Will t h e r e ever be a n y houses t o 
spare for t he m e n who have no t t h a t preference ? H a s 
t ha t occurred t o t h e hon. Member opposi te * I have not 
fo rgo t t en t h e po in t m a d e by t h e hon. Member , b u t I am a 
Scot , a n d of a pract ical t u r n of mind , a n d 1 look at t h ings 
in t h e light of how I th ink t h e y a re going to t u r n ou t . 
This Bill will work ou t in t h e direct ion of t y ing a m a n 
down t o a par ish, t o a landlord, and in te r fe r ing wi th t h a t 
mobi l i ty of labour t h a t is a t t h e bas is of t r a d e un ion 
organisa t ion . Therefore it is a Bill which, f rom t h a t 
po in t of view, m u s t h a v e our unhes i t a t ing opposi t ion. 

Sir F. Banbury : I disagree t h a t whenever the re is a 
ease of ha rdsh ip you should call it social r e fo rm and come 
down, ei ther on t h e S t a t e or t h e r a t epaye r , and say you 
m u s t r emedy it. W h e n m y hon. F r iend uses t h a t kind of 
a rgumen t I see no difference be tween tha t pr inciple and t h e 
principles held b y t h e hon. Member for Bow and Bromley 
(Mr. Lansbury) . 

This measure is no t going t o benefit t h e working classes 
general ly in t h e rura l dis tr icts , because it is only going t o 
app ly t o these par t icu la r cases. T h e app l i can t s mus t be 
s ix ty-f ive years of age, and t h e y mus t h a v e lived t w e n t y 
years in t h e village, a n d if the re is no person who has lived 
t w e n t y years in t h e village, t h e n you m a y t a k e some m a n 
who has lived the re for a shor te r period. W h a t is going 
t o be t b e effect of t h a t ? Supposing the re is a m a n who 
has lived the re for t w e n t y years and he is over t he age of 
s ix ty-f ive he gets a cot tage. Suppos ing he dies a n d t he re 
is n o b o d y of s ix ty-f ive years of age who has lived t w e n t y 
years in t he village, a n d somebody else has t o be put in 
and before he dies t he r e tu rns u p a n o t h e r m a n who is s ix tv-
five a n d who has lived in t h e village for t w e n t y years . 
Are y o u going to t u r n out t h e o the r m a n who has u su rped 
his [lositioii ? If no t , w h a t becomes of t h e preference 
provided for under th i s Bill ? Are we going to become a 
S t a t e -managed concern in eve ry th ing '! I s t h e S t a t e t o 
coine forward a n d bui ld houses and see eve ry th ing possible 
is d o n e for us ? I h a v e never been brought u p in t h e 
belief t h a t t h e proper way to m a k e a great E m p i r e is for 
everyone to rely on the i r own individual efforts . I a d m i t 
the re h a v e been Bills in t roduced, especially for I r e land , 
w i t h which I have no t agreed, b u t I never r emember a 
Bill hav ing been b rough t fo rward qu i t e on these lines, a n d 
I am cer ta in , if it becomes an Act , it is not going to remain 
on these lines. T h e very first t h ing t ha t will happen will be 
t h a t people will come forward and say t h e provis ions a r e 
unworkable . " W e canno t , in a t own , bui ld a house for 
£120, and the limit must be increased ." T h e n t hey 
will s ay it is necessary t h e age should be reduced. " T h e r e 
are m a n y cases of ha rdsh ip where t h e m a n is no t s ix tv-
five, hu t where it is necessary he should h a v e a house found 
for h im. H e is not in a good condi t ion of h e a l t h . " Y o u 
will, therefore , have t h e age reduced. Once you in t roduce 
th i s principle, you will have t o go a great deal f u r t h e r 
t h a n m y lion. F r i ends desire, because the i r objec t is to m e e t 
cases of ha rdsh ip in rural d is t r ic ts . I h a v e had some 

experience of bui ld ing cot tages in rura l dis tr icts , but I 
h a v e never been able to build one for £ 120. I do not p re tend 
to be a r ich man , a n d I do not t h row m y money a b o u t ; 
and if 1 could build a co t t age for £12(1 I would do so : but 
I h a v e never been ab le to build a pair of co t tages under 
£410, and t h e n t h e y were no t ve ry good o n e s ; and t hey 
were built w i th s tone, which was provided free, and which 
came f rom a q u a r r y only one mile and a-half away , so tha t 
t be cost of c a r t a g e was not grea t . T h e y were built wi th 
12-inch walls, which is not sufficient for s tone, and the 
next pair I built had 18-inch walls, and tliey cost £450. 

Mr. Booth : Did you comply wi th t he local by-laws 1 
Sir F. Banbury : I d id a f t e r a great deal of t rouble . In 

nei ther of those two cases did 1 build a n y drains . I do not 
th ink t h e y a rc necessary in t h e coun t ry . T h e local aut hor i ty 
said I mus t build dra ins , whereupon t h e T h a m e s Conser-
vancy said I was not t o do so, because they would com-
m u n i c a t e wi th a d i tch , which commun ica t ed wi th a s t r eam, 
which communica t ed wi th t h e Thames , a n d t h e sewage 
would even tua l ly come to London . 1 had one inspector 
saying, " You mus t do i t , " a n d I had a n o t h e r saying, 
" If you do we shall fine y o u , " a n d 1 exercised t h a t fer t i l i ty 
of resource wi th which some yea r s spen t in th i s House in 
conflict wi th hon. Members oppos i te has provided me, and 
I ninnuged to de fea t bo th t he inspectors . 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Local Government 
Board (Mr. Berbert Lewis) : T h i s Bill proposes to c rea te 
a special kind of p r o p e r t y w i t h special exempt ions for a 
special class of persons, to be selected by par ish councils. 
It c rea tes a special class of privileged people, who a re to be 
assisted in a special way , and th is special class is to exist 
in very small number s , in a few cases sca t te red hero and 
t he re t l i roughout t h e coun t ry . I t h ink t h a t t h i s c o u n t r y 
is very to le ran t of anomal ies . I t is t he most pa t i en t c o u n t r y 
in t h e world under anomalies , b u t we ought to pause before 
we created ano the r anoma ly of t h e cha rac te r proposed 
by th i s Bill. 

I suggest to t h e House t h a t a Bill which has been before 
the House for some years , which has not been d e m a n d e d by a 
single publ ic a u t h o r i t y in t h e coun t ry , and which will 
add a n o t h e r a n d unnecessary and fut i le a n o m a l y to our 
sys t em of local g o v e r n m e n t , is one which t h e House of 
Commons will do wisely to re jec t . 1 t r u s t t h a t we shall 
not add ano the r b u r d e n to those of which the con t r ibu to r s 
to local t a x a t i o n so loudly a n d , I a m a f ra id , so jus t ly com-
plain. 

Mr. Pretyman : I n t h e ru ra l dis t r ic ts , pa r t i cu la r ly 
in t h e eas te rn count ies , the re a r e m a n y par ishes where no 
houses a re ava i lab le except t hose which are required for 
able-bodied labourers upon f a r m s . 

W h e n a m a n who has w o r k i d o n a fa rm all his life is 
d rawing t o w a r d s t he t ime when h e is unab le t o work a n y 
longer, th is condi t ion of th ings arises. Tho co t t age is 
p robab ly par t of t h e e q u i p m e n t of t h e f a rm. Tt, has been 
provided b y t h e owner of t h e land , and is let w i th t h e land 
t o t h e t enan t f a rmer , who lets it t o t he labourer , not a t an 
economic ren t , b u t a t a r en t usual ly of Is. fid. per week 
for t h e f ive-roomed cot tage , w i t h a qua r t e r - ac re of land. 
T h e posi t ion of t h e m a n in a c o t t a g e of t h a t kind working 
on a f a rm is really ana logous t o t h e posi t ion of a domest ic 
se rvan t working in a house in which he or she lives. I t is 
really p a r t of his wages, and it is necessary in order t o 
ca r ry out t h e du t ies t h a t t h e m a n should live oil tho spot . 
I do no t t h i n k a n y hon. Member opposi te would suggest 
t h a t it would be reasonable when a domest ic s e r v a n t leaves 
t h e employer to expect tha t t h a t se rvan t should con t inue 
t o reside in his house. T h a t is really t h e posi t ion in a 
s o m e w h a t modified sense, and t h e same principle applies 
to thi ' m a n who is living on the f a r m anil whose work is as 
necessary to t he cu l t iva t ion of t h a t f a rm as is t ha t of a 
domest ic servant t o t h e o rd inary work of a house. 

T h e occupier at t h e present t i m e is pu t in th i s horrible 
posit ion. H e has a m a n living in a bouse, a n d for t h a t 
m a n he has a high respect . T h e m a n bits worked for him 
pe rhaps fo r t y years , a n d is now pas t his work. On t h e 
o the r band , lie is bound to p rov ide labour for t h e working 
of his f a r m , and he is in t h e posi t ion t h a t he has ei ther to 
go w i t h o u t t h e labour which the f a rm requires or to ask 
tha t m a n to leave t h e house, knowing t h a t the re is no o the r 
house ava i lab le in t he d is t r ic t . T h a t is a problem wliich was 
cons tan t ly present ing itself t o every occupier of land in t h e 
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ru ra l d is t r ic ts . T h e y h a v e spoken t o m e a b o u t it h u n d r e d s 
-ru1168; a " 1 1 1 8 d i s c u s s e d as a p rob lem of da i ly occurrence 
i h e hon . G e n t l e m a n t h e Member for BJackf r ia rs is 

a n a r d e n t t r a d e unionis t . T h e hon. G e n t l e m a n tho Member 
for N e w c a s t l e - u n d e r - L y m e is a n a r d e n t land t axer . Every 

t h a t is b r o u g h t in to t h e House on a n y s u b j e c t is merely 
[Hit t o t h e tes t : " Will it a d v a m :e t h e cause of m y t r a d e 
u

f
n ' o n • . f ?ow does it bear upon m y theor ies of t h e t a x a t i o n 

ot land I ff , t does not h a p p e n t o fall in wi th e i ther 
ot these p a r t i c u l a r ob jec t s it is f o r t h w i t h condemned . W e 
m t h e rura l d i s t r ic t s havo no fads of t h a t k ind . W e ignore 
t h e ope ra t ions of t r a d e unionism in our ru ra l dis t r ic ts , and 
in view of some of i ts l a te r phases , p e r h a p s it is well for us 
to do so. I n regard t o land t a x a t i o n we cer ta in ly suffer 
u n d e r it, and havo no pa r t i cu l a r cause to like it. 

Sir F. Cawley : I n t h e p a r t of t h e c o u n t r y where 1 live 
it, is usual for large f a r m s to be let w i th f rom one t o five 
co t t ages upon t h e m . Tho f a r m e r p a y s t h e r e n t of his 
f a r m which includes t h e co t tages , a n d I t h i n k t h a t is a 
ve ry bad sys t em, because when a l abourer is d ischarged 
he has to leave his house. In m a n y cases t h e f a r m e r requi res 
a younge r m a n , and t h e older m a n has per force to go a b o u t 
his business, which necess i ta tes h i m leaving his co t tage . 
1 t h i n k it is a g rea t p i t y t h a t t he r e a r e no t some small 
houses to a c e o m m o d a t o these people. T h e w a n t of these 
houses has been proved u p t o t he hil t . I t h i n k th i s scheme 
will mee t t h e diff iculty, a n d , a l though m y hon. F r i e n d tho 
Member for Newcas t l e -unde r -Lyme ob jec t s t o a n y t h i n g 
h a t would pa l l ia te t h e lot of t h e agr icu l tura l labourer 

because he w a n t s some g rea t scheme of land re fo rm, I do 
no t t h i n k we o u g h t t o l isten to t h a t so r t of a r g u m e n t . 

e ough t t o do s o m e t h i n g t o benef i t t h e people who live now 
a n d m a y h a v e t o livo for m a n y years , u n d e r t he p resen t 
condi t ions r a t h e r t h a n wai t for th is U t o p i a which tin; hon 
Member is going to br ing a b o u t b y a n a l t e ra t ion of t h e 
1 .and Laws. 

.„M . r- W. Crooks : T h e h o n . and ga l l an t M e m b e r for 
Chelmsford Divis ion (Mr. P r e t y m a n ) a n d o the r lion. 
Members h a v e t r e a t e d th i s ques t ion as t h o u g h we t h o u g h t 
t l iey had no s y m p a t h y w i t h t h e poor a n d t h a t all t h e 
s y m p a t h y was on th i s side. 
. Mr. Baird : N o b o d y will d e n y t h a t t h e di f f icul ty of hous ing 
in ru ra l d i s t r ic t s is appal l ing . I n m a n y cases it is impossible 
tor y o u n g people to m a r r y in agr icu l tura l d is t r ic ts because 
t h e r e are no houses where t h e y can live. If you m a k e t h e 
houses now occupied b y t h o old people ava i lab le for 
t h e y o u n g people and p u t t h e old people in houses which 
a re per fec t ly su i t ab le a n d a d e q u a t e fo r t h e m t o spend the i r 
decl ining d a y s in, you will be doing good n o t only t o those 
old people, b u t t o t h e whole agr icu l tura l d is t r ic t . 

Dr. Chappie : My real ob jec t ion to tliis measu re is t h a t 
it deals wi th effects and no t w i t h causes. T h e ob j ec t of th i s 
h a n d to m o u t h legislation is t h e p ick ing u p of evils a n d 
t h e app ly ing of i m m e d i a t e remedies while ignoring t h e 
causes t h a t p roduce these evils. T h e evil in th is case is 
t h a t t he r e a re agr icu l tura l l abourers who a r r ive a t t h e age 
of s ix ty-f ive hav ing worked for f i f ty years w i t h o u t being 
able t o p u t as ide a suff ic ient a m o u n t of the i r earn ings 
t o P - v i d e a home for t h e rest of the i r days . T h e real 
diff icul ty is low wages. W a g e s h a v e been so low t h a t t h e 
agr icu l tura l labourer has n o t been able, a s eve ry toiler 
should be, to p u t aside a sufficient a m o u n t t o m a k e a homo 
when he is unf i t for f u r t h e r toil . 

Mr. Albert Smith c o n t i n u e d t h e d e b a t e when 

Mr. Harrison-Broadley rose in his place, a n d c la imed 
t o move, T h a t t h e Ques t ion be now p u t . " 

Quest ion, " T h a t t h e Ques t ion be now p u t , " p u t , a n d 
agreed to . 

Quest ion p u t accordingly , " T h a t t h e words proposed t o 
be left out s t a n d p a r t of t h e Ques t ion . " 

T h e House divided : Ayee, 60 ; Noes, 1:{1. 
Quest ion proposed, " T h a t t he word n o w ' s t a n d par t 

of t h o Ques t ion . " 

Sir F. Banbury rose — 

A n d , i t be ing a f t e r F i v e o 'clock, t h e d e b a t e s tood 
a d j o u r n e d . 

ACQUISITION OF LAND BILL. 

Friday, 19th April. 

Order for Second Read ing read. 

Mr. Alexander Harvey : I beg to move , " T h a t t h e Bill 
be now road a second t i m e . " 

T h e Bill which 1 a m a b o u t t o ask t h e H o u s e to read a 
second t ime is in tended t o enable those who m a n a g e tin.' 
affairs of our local d is t r ic ts t o acqui re l and for t h e p re sen t 
a n d f u t u r e use of the i r i n h a b i t a n t s more readi ly , a n d by 
a less expensive process t h a n is possible a t t h e p resen t 
t ime . T h e Bill gives t h e larger elected bodies wide powers 
wi th regard t o l and which is a t present in an undeve loped 
condi t ion. I t al lows these bodies to pu rchase such land 
within t h e confines of the i r d is t r ic t , or in the i r ne ighbour-
hood, a t a price ascer ta ined for t h e purposes of t h e F i n a n c e 
Ac t , 1909-10. T h e Bill proposes t h a t such land so 
acqui red , m a y be used by t h e au thor i t ies for a n y i m m e d i a t e 
pu rpose for which t hey ob t a in powers, or m a y be held by 
t h e m for such f u t u r e use as t h e y m a y de te rmine . T h e Bill 
has t w o l imi ta t ions . Clause 2 "puts a l imi ta t ion u p o n t h e 
a m o u n t of land t h e a u t h o r i t y m a y acquire , b y l imi t ing 
t h e a m o u n t of m o n e y t h a t t hey m a y f r o m t i m e t o t i m e 
expend . Clause 3 reserves f rom t h e opera t ion of t h e Bill 
ce r t a in classes of land, such as gardens , pa rks , and land 
required for t h e ameni t ies of a dwell ing-house. 

T h e local a u t h o r i t y , which could look in to t h e f u t u r e 
a n d which h a d secured for t h e purpose of f u t u r e develop-
m e n t cheap land in its i m m e d i a t e ne ighbourhood , would 
cer ta in ly , f a r be t t e r t h a n a t p resen t , p r o m o t e i ts p u b l i c 
communica t ions , i ts roads , and i ts t r a m w a y s in a ve ry 
m u c h more economical fashion t h a n is possible j u s t now. 
T h e great po in t is t h a t as th i s land, now c h e a p and giving 
l i t t le r e tu rn , developed in value , t h e prof i ts of t h a t develop-
m e n t would go to those who a re supervis ing t h e lives of t h e 
people of t h e t own and provid ing f u n d s for f u t u r e develop-
men t a n d i m p r o v e m e n t . 1 m a i n t a i n t h a t th i s Bill p roposes 
no th ing which is imjus t . L a n d , of course, is a legalised 
monopoly , a n d I do m a i n t a i n t h a t t o b u y ou t for pub l ic 
use a monopo ly of th is kind a t i ts p resen t va lue c a n n o t be 
called oppress ive or un ju s t t o those who a t p resen t hold it . 

T h e second p a r t of t h e Bill is t a k e n u p w i t h ail a t t e m p t 
t o cheapen t h e t r ans fe r of land when public au thor i t i e s 
requi re it. T h e power to purchase is l imited to purposes 
a l r eady def ined, a n d which t h e au thor i t i e s can h a v e b y 
S t a t u t e or m one way or ano the r . T h e Bill provides t h a t 
the re shall be, w h e n land is compulsor i ly purchased , one 
a r b i t r a t o r . T h e mach ine ry bv which t h e purchase is t o 
be effected is set ou t in t h e second Schedule of t he Bill. 

Mr. Whitehouse : P r i v a t e en te rpr i se in hous ing has 
en t i re ly fai led t o give us h e a l t h y condi t ions of life for t h e 
poor and t h e work ing classes of t h e na t ion . Let m e remind 
t h e House how inadequa t e is t h e provis ion t h a t we c a n 
now m a k e for schools for t h e poor of our large towns . 

Lord A. Thynne : So fa r as t h e acquis i t ion of sites by t h e 
Educa t ion D e p a r t m e n t of t h e London C o u n t y Council is 
concerned, we b u y land in t h e open m a r k e t , and t h e on lv 
t inie when it is possible for vendors t o ex to r t money f r o m 
us is if t hey find t h a t we, a big public a u t h o r i t y , a re obliged 
to b u y a pa r t i cu l a r site. W e h a v e c i r cumven ted t h a t 
diff icul ty b y m e a n s of e labora te a r r a n g e m e n t s for secret 
purchase , which enables us to b u y our si tes at t he cu r ren t 
m a r k e t ra tes . 

Mr. Whitehouse : Those cu r ren t m a r k e t prices a re so 
excessive t h a t t h e local au thor i t i e s have t o b u y t h e cheapes t 
possible site, w i thou t a lways considering i ts posi t ion. 
T h e y b u y a site as small a s possible. I t m e a n s t h a t t h e 
phys ique of t h e chi ldren suffers , t h a t t he whole well-being 
of t h e chi ldren suffers , tha t t h e y a re being reared educat ion-
ally under c r a m p e d , nar rowing, and u n h e a l t h y condi t ions . 
Schools in t h e Eas t E n d of L o n d o n h a v e been built wi thou t 
a n y g round w h a t e v e r for p layground , a n d t h e school is 
t he re fo re bounded pe rhaps oil one side b y a very narrow 
and noisy s t ree t , and on t h e o the r side p e r h a p s b y a ra i lway 
line. Here t h e teachers and t h e chi ldren spend t h e whole 
of t h e school day . 

Sir Alfred Cripps : T h e proposa ls of tiiis Bill a re gro-
tesquely absurd and u n j u s t . I do not on ly say t h a t f rom 
t h e po in t of view of t h e landowner . I say" it equal ly from 
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t h e po in t of view of t h e local au tho r i t y , because w h a t e v e r 
our views m a y be as regards t h e land it is a mons t rous 
t h ing to a t t e m p t to s t e reo type a price which under cer ta in 
c i rcumstances a t least migh t be an ent i re ly un fa i r b u r d e n 
upon t h e local au thor i t i es a n d t h e r a t epayers . 

I q u i t e agree it is enormous ly i m p o r t a n t as be tween t h e 
owner a n d t h e local a u t h o r i t y t h a t you should h a v e as far 
as possible a cheap m e t h o d and an easy m e t h o d , and a 
m e t h o d which, if it works, would be equ i tab le and not 
p re jud ice t h e resul t , and which would secure t h a t t h e 
owner gets t h e m a r k e t va lue and no more ; and , w h a t is of 
impor tance , t h a t t h e local a u t h o r i t y pay a t t h e m a r k e t 
va lue a n d no more. I t does no t mat te r " whe the r in land 
or a n y t h i n g else ; it m a k e s no di f ference whe the r you a r e 
deal ing with land or a n y o the r commodi ty . You c a n n o t 
have a n y value wi thout the re being scarci ty in propor t ion 
to t h e d e m a n d . 

If you t ako t h e land in th is c o u n t r y I real ly do not th ink 
you c a n say t h a t in a very large p ropor t ion of casi>s its 
va lue is beyond w h a t hon. Members oppos i te imply t h a t 
is when it poin ts to t h e cost of p roduc t ion ; t hat is t o say, t he 
money spen t upon t h e land is above t h e o rd inary land 
values in force a t t h e present t ime, and considerably above 
t h e m in a n u m b e r of cases. 

T h e r e is no p r o p e r t y of a n y k ind in th i s coun t ry so 
difficult to deal wi th as undeveloped land. There is no 
p r o p e r t y whoso va lua t ion is of a more specula t ive charac te r . 

I t is a mos t difficult m a t t e r , and if the re is one business 
direct ion in which more money has been lost t h a n ano the r 
it is b y t h e over -va lu ing or t h e under -va lu ing , as t he case 
m a y be, of undeveloped land. So you a re deal ing in t h e 
first ins tance with a m a t t e r which it mus t be a d m i t t e d on 
all h a n d s is-of t h e greates t complex i ty and diff iculty 

I will t a k e a cer ta in number of acres, and pe rhaps t h e 
hon. Member for Newcas t le will agree wi th th is a rgumen t . 
T a k e a large n u m b e r of acres va lued at £250 per acre, and 
t h e local a u t h o r i t y wishes to have t h e back land port ion. 
T h e pr ice is £250 per acre all round , and , according to 
o rd ina ry va lua t ion , t h e back land would be £100 per acre 
and pe rhaps less, because t he re is o f t en a difference of two 
or t h r ee t imes t h e a m o u n t between the va lue of t h e back 
land and t h e f r o n t land. Unde r these condi t ions t h e civic 
au thor i t ies , in order t o acquire t ha t land, might have to 
pay t h r e e or four t imes its value. Is t h a t encouraging t h e 
civic au thor i t i e s and ge t t ing rid of t h e artificial va lue of 
land ? On t h e con t r a ry , tha t is c rea t ing it. Anyone with 
t he s l ightest knowledge of deal ing with land can come to 
no o the r conclusion. 

T h e prima facie effect of th is proposal is to enable t h e 
London Coun ty Council t o expend upon t h e mos t specula t ive 
purpose of acquir ing undeveloped land a s u m which migh t 
be two or th ree t imes t h e amoun t of t he Na t iona l Debt of 
th is c o u n t r y . I will deal wi th t h e only suggested l imita t ion 
in t h e Bill. V.'hat is it ? T h e only suggested l imi ta t ion is 
found in Clause 3, Subsect ion (2), a n d really t h e comedy 
of th is is w o r t h following. It provides t ha t they shall not 
expend a sum greater t h a n t h e a m o u n t of t h e ra teab le 
value of all t h e land wi th in the i r area , or expend in a n y one 
year for t h a t purpose a sum grea te r t h a n one- four th of tha t 
ra teab le va lue wi thout hav ing a resolution in f a v o u r of t h e 
purchase . If t hey ge t t ha t resolut ion t hey can do all 
t h a t I h a v e said, because the i r power is absolute ly unl imi ted . 
Let m e refer for a m o m e n t t o t he poll t o b e ' t a k e n wi th 
regard t o th is resolut ion. This is t h e ludicrous side of t h e 
Hill, and I want a n y hon. Members who h a v e got this 
measure t o look at P a r t I I . Can anyone believe t h a t any 
same persons can m a k e such a suggestion who have a n y 
knowledge of local governmt nt ? T a k e t he Coun ty Council 
a rea of London . You will h a v e t o h a v e a mee t ing of t h e 
electors, and the re a re about one million of t h e m . Before 
you can h a v e t h e t h ing finally decided it ig to be decided 
hy a show of h a n d s a f t e r a reasonable in terval , t h a t being 
de t e rmined b y t h e cha i rman . J u s t conceive what t h a t 
means . U here a re you going t o have th is mee t ing of one 
million electors of London ? 

Mr. Barnes : This Bill does not app ly t o Scot land , bu t it 
so h a p p e n s t h a t in Scot land t he re a re cer ta in munic ipal 
au thor i t i es t h a t can b u y u p land out of t he f u n d which is 
the re called t h e Common Good, and a good deal has been 
done a l r eady out of th i s Common Good towards app lv ine 
t he principles of th i s Bill. An hon. Member last n'ight 
tw i t t ed m e wi th s u p p o r t i n g th i s Bill because he t h o u g h t it 

was inconsis tent wi th t h e pr inciple of land value t axa t ion . 
H e wont on t o say t h a t it was a t h ing t h a t would not be 
done b y t h e Glasgow Corpora t ion , which had a grea t deal 
to do wi th popular is ing t h e pr inciple of land vnluo t axa t ion 
I t so happened t h a t t h e Lord Provos t of Glasgow was bore 
bust n igh t , and a f t e r t h e A d j o u r n m e n t I got him to m a k e 
some inqui ry as to w h a t bail been done in Glasgow. H e 
was able a t t he m o m e n t to givo m e t h e assurance , so far 
as his m e m o r y went , t h a t t h e pr inciple of this Hill had been 
applied by t h e Glasgow Corporat ion. He went by t h e mid-
night t ra in , and in a wire to m e to -day f rom Glasgow tells 
me t h a t t h e pr inciple in Pa r t I. of the 'Acquis i t ion of Land 
Bill has f r equen t ly been acted on by the Corpora t ion of 
Glasgow. A second te legram f rom him says t h a t within t h e 
last ton years tho Glasgow Corpora t ion , ou t of Common 
Good, has acquired .'129 acres. T h u s you seo t h a t t he 
Glasgow Corpora t ion has no t bough t u p till t h e l and a round 
(i lasgow. 1 do not know where those 329 acres are, but 
knowing ns I do t h e Glasgow Corpora t ion , a n d knowing 
t hem to be business men , I t h ink it is fair ly cer ta in that 

i t h e corpora t ion have bought th i s land in cer ta in areas 
where t hey were going t o run t rnmcars , and where, pe rhaps , 
they desired t o build houses for t h e be t t e r housing of t h e 
working people. 

He re let m e say I r a t he r regre t t h e pa t ron i s ing way in 
which some lion. Members speak abou t work ing men or 
t he working classes. As a m a t t e r of fac t , I s u p p o r t th i s 
Bill, no t as an a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e t a x a t i o n of l and values 
which, if u l t ima te ly a n d ful ly appl ied , would, I believe, 
have t h e effect of enabl ing t h e work ing classes, as t hey are 
called. t o house themse lves w i thou t a n y deta i led or grand-
mothe r ly a t t e n t i o n on the p a r t of this House or a n y b o d y 
else. But we are a long way f r o m . t h a t . I do no t suppose 
I shall live t o see t h e full' and final app l ica t ion of the 
pr inciple of t h e t a x a t i o n of land values, and as I am a 
Sco tchman a n d a pract ica l level-headed m a n . 1 hope, 1 
want t o see someth ing done in m y own t i m e and genera t ion 
t o relieve t h e congest ion of t h e large towns , where I know 
people are housed t inder condi t ions which a l together 
prec lude t h e possibi l i ty of decent , let alone dignified, fami ly 
life. I w a n t t o see some th ing done in m y own d a y and 
genera t ion t o enable factor ies t o be placed no t in t h e 
centres of t h e towns where t hey a re now, b u t ou t in t he 
c o u n t r y amid green fields where t h e people can have t h e 
b rea th of heaven p laying a b o u t t h e m . Therefore , unti l we 
have t h e full real isat ion of tho ideals of m y hon. F r iend 
beh ind me , I w a n t th i s Bill, wh ich seems t o m e a m o d e r a t e 
proposal to ar tn t he local au thor i t i e s of th is c o u n t r y wi th 
such powers as to p reven t landlords scooping t h e pool, and 
t ak ing t h e ad van tages which h a v e been hones t ly earned 
b y t h e local au thor i t i e s ac t ing o n behalf of t h e peoplo 
within the i r munic ipal areas . 

Lord A. Thynne: T h e hon. M e m b e r for t he S t re t fo rd 
Division (Mr. Nu t t a l l ) told t he H o u s e t h a t th is Bill had 
t h e suppor t of 100 vice-presidents of t h e land Nat iona l i sa t ion 
Society, and the whole t enou r of t h e speech of t h e hon 
M ember tor t h e Blackfr ia rs Division (Air. Barnes) was a 
f r a n k acknowledgmen t t h a t he t h o u g h t it beneficial to 
place in t h e h a n d s of local au thor i t i e s t h e power to specula te 
in such land on their borders as t h e y , f rom their knowledge 
and shrewd a p t i t u d e for business, consider likely to enhance 
in value. 

I should like t he House to consider whe ther it is wise 
and in t h e in teres ts of t h e local au thor i t i e s to give t h e m tin-
power to specu la te on a very large scale in t h e pu rchase of 
land. T h e Bill proposes t o confer u p o n local au thor i t i e s 
t he power to acqui re a n unl imi ted a m o u n t of laud, not 
necessari ly land s i tua ted wi th in the i r own area, bu t land 
which in m a n y ins tances , in t h e case of great towns , would 
lie t o a large ex ten t s i t u a t e d wi th in t h e a rea of o t h e r 
local au thor i t i es . T h e y are t o b e allowed to acquire this 
land, not for any special def ined purpose , no t t o enable 
t h e m to ca r ry ou t any of those s t a t u t o r y obl igat ions placed 
upon t h e m by P a r l i a m e n t , b u t wi th t h e same mo t ive and 
for t h e same purpose as those which a n i m a t e t h e o rd inary 
land specula tor in acqui r ing land wi th a view t o m a k i n g a 
profi t . 

This idea of conver t ing t h e g rea t corpora t ions and local 
au thor i t i es in Eng land in to land specula tors on a large 
scale res ts on a p rofound fa l l acy—a fal lacy which lies at t h e 
root of m a n y of t hose specifics for deal ing wi th t h e land 
ques t ion t h a t find so m u c h f avour w i t h some hon. Members 
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oppos i te , such as t h e hon . Member for Newcas t le -under -
L y m e (Mr. W e d g w o o d ) a n d the hund red vice-pres idents of 
t h e I .and Nat iona l i sa t ion League . T a k e a case which 
recen t ly h a p p e n e d nea r London , whe re t h e cons t ruc t ion 
of a golf course a t (, 'oombe Hill by a few p r i v a t e ind iv iduals 
h a s enhanced t h e bu i ld ing va lue oi all t h e l and a d j a c e n t . 
W h a t is t h e posi t ion ? U n d e r th is Hill it would be possible 
for t h e L o n d o n Coun ty Council t o e m b a r k on a large l and 
specu la t ion and t o b u y for purposes of possible f u t u r e 
prof i t bu i ld ing sites all r o u n d Coombe Hill. [An HON. 
MEMBKR: " N o t while you a re on t h e c o u n t y counc i l . " ] 
T h e hon. Member is ce r ta in ly correc t . 1 should use w h a t 
l i t t le inf luence I h a v e wi th any mun ic ipa l i t y t o p r e v e n t 
t he i r e m b a r k i n g on a large specula t ion of t h a t sor t , a n d 
t o c o n c e n t r a t e the i r a t t e n t i o n on t h e s t a t u t o r y publ ic 
hea l th func t i ons for which t h e y p r imar i ly exist . 

If t h e Houso looks a t t h e ques t ion f rom t h e point of view 
r e c o m m e n d e d by t h e hon . Member for t h e B lackf r i a r s 
Divis ion, I do no t believe t ha t it will for one m o m e n t 
d r e a m of m a k i n g t h e munic ipa l au thor i t i e s of t h i s c o u n t r y 
specu la to r s in l and on a large scale. On t h e o the r h a n d , 
1 feel t h a t if t he hon. M e m b e r oppos i te h a d m a d e out a case 
a n d had shown t h a t it would enab le local au thor i t i e s to 
acqu i re land on be t t e r t e r m s for t h e g rea t publ ic services 
for which t h e y exist , t h e Houso would look wi th a more 
k indly eye u p o n t h e Bill. I should be t h e very last Member 
in th is H o u s e t o d e n y t h a t local au tho r i t i e s h a v e in t h e 
p a s t a n d a re still being con f ron ted w i t h very real difficult ies 
in acqui r ing l and for publ ic purposes . In all those ins tances 
which were ci ted b y t h e Seconder of th i s Bill of acqui r ing 
s i tes for t h e bu i ld ing of schools, for fire b r igade s ta t ions , 
for s treet i m p r o v e m e n t , a n d for c a r ry ing ou t t h e func t i ons 
of t h e au thor i t ies u n d e r t h e H o u s i n g Ac t , we are con f ron ted 
w i t h ve ry grea t difficult ies indeed. 

I n t h e first place, I would r emind t h e H o u s e t h a t , a s has 
a l ready been suggested, t h e r e a re t imes w h e n t h e munici -
pal i t ies a re called u p o n t o p a y s o m e t h i n g more t h a n t h e 
m a r k e t r a t e . I t is only n a t u r a l w h e n t h e r e a re only one 
or two si tes su i t ab le for a g iven purpose , such as t h e bu i ld ing 
of a fire b r igade s t a t ion or a school, t h a t t hose si tes acqu i re 
a monopo ly value. W e h a v e so f a r as L o n d o n is concerned 
d o n e a great deal t o c i rcumvent t h a t . I t h i n k if we t a k e 
our purchases , w h e t h e r for si tes for tire b r igade s t a t i ons or 
schools, for s t r ee t i m p r o v e m e n t s or for t h e ca r ry ing ou t of 
our du t ies u n d e r t h e work ing of t he H o u s i n g of t h e W o r k i n g 
Classes Acts , we m a y c o n g r a t u l a t e ourselves t h a t s ince 
1888 we h a v e n o t paid a n excessive price for a n y land 
which we h a v e pu rchased , a n d t h a t we h a v e got fa i r va lue 
for our m o n e y . 

I suggest t o t h e House t h a t th i s Bill will do n o t h i n g for 
fac i l i t a t ing t h e opera t ions of pub l ic a u t h o r i t y c i ther in 
t h e m a t t e r of housing or in a n y o t h e r of those i m p o r t a n t 
spheres of a c t i v i t y which t h e y are appo in t ed to d ischarge ; 
t h a t th i s Bill is no t hones t ly i n t ended to ach ieve a n y such 
purpose a t all ; t h a t it is pu t fo rward , w i t h t h e idea at t he 
b a c k of it b y t h e m e m b e r s of t h e L a n d Na t iona l i sa t ion 
Society, in o rder t o m a k e t h e munic ipa l au tho r i t i e s of th is 
c o u n t r y t h e largest landowners wi th in the i r a rea . I do not 
t h ink it is necessary for m e to say a n y t h i n g a b o u t the 
inadvisabi l i ty of doing t h a t . This is pa r t a n d parcel of 
t he scheme of land na t iona l i sa t ion . T h a t m a y or m a y 
n o t be a sound policy, h u t I ob jec t to th is Bill upon far 
na r rower grounds , name ly , tha t if you pass it you a r e going 
to shake to its founda t ions t he whole basis upon which our 
m u n i c i p a l credi t at - t h e present m o m e n t exis ts w i thou t 
increasing the efficiency of t h e munic ipa l bodies to d ischarge 
t h e func t i ons t h e y were originally appo in t ed to discharge. 

Mr. Wedgwood : This Bill, in t roduced as it is b y the 
Land Nat ional i sa t ion Society, does br ing forward a great 
m a t t e r of principle far wider t h a n all t he detai ls t h a t h a v e 
been c o m m e n t e d on by h o n . Gent lemen on t h e o the r side 
of t he House , a n d it is a t the p resen t t ime very i m p o r t a n t 
t he House should look a t it f rom every point of view. T h e 
Chancellor of t he E x c h e q u e r , speaking on April 2nd of this 
year , in m a k i n g his financial s t a t e m e n t , said :— 

" W e shall have in th is c o u n t r y a g rea t su rvey of t he 
land which will be avai lable for t h e purpose of t h e re-
a d j u s t m e n t of local t a x a t i o n , a n d which I h a v e no doubt 
will be avai lable for equal ly i m p o r t a n t public purposes of 
ano the r cha rac t e r . " 

W h e n he m a d e t h a t s t a t e m e n t , I immedia te ly had this 
T a x and B u y Bill, as it used to be called, in m y m i n d ' s 

eye. I know he was th rowing ou t a feeler to see whe the r 
this T a x and B u y Bill would no t be a possible opening 
for Liberal legislation in years to come. T h e people 1 
represent in th is House more par t i cu la r ly are t he single 
t axe r s of tho count ry . T h e y are an energetic b o d y of 
people, a l though their n u m b e r s m a y no t be very grea t . 
T h e y have been the life blood of Liberal ism, and t hey 
invar iably p u t their principles before p a r t y politics. These 
people m a d e the success of t he great election fight of 1909-
10. They th rew their whole soul in to t he fight for the 
Budge t , and t h e y secured a victory for t h e Liberal P a r t y . 
But these people were no t satisfied wi th t he Budge t , and 
the Chancellor of t he Excheque r knows per fec t ly well t hey 
did no t app rove of the I n c r e m e n t D u t y and they did not 
app rove of t h e Reversion D u t y . T h e y fough t for the 
Budget in order to get t he va lua t ion . I do not t h ink , if 
t he Chancellor of t h e E x c h e q u e r br ings fo rward one of 
these Land Nat ional isa t ion Bills and hopes to secure the 
s u p p o r t of t he whole body of the land m o v e m e n t in some 
f u t u r e election fight, he can expect to get the suppo r t of 
those single t axe r s th roughou t t h e length and b r e a d t h of 
t he coun t ry . T h e land t axe r s are no t t he same as the 
land reformers . They h a v e no s y m p a t h y with t h e m , and 
t h e y view re form on these lines as t inker ing measures , 
hav ing no bear ing wha teve r on the v a s t p o v e r t y problem 
facing the people of this c o u n t r y a t t h e p resen t day . I t 
seems to us t h a t in this m a t t e r of the land quest ion, we h a v e 
offered to us b y the Gove rnmen t one t h ing a f t e r ano the r 
as sops to keep us quiet and to p reven t us ge t t ing t o real 
business. W e h a v e had t h e Small Hold ings Act ; we have 
had t h e Town P lann ing Act ; we h a v e h a d the Inc remen t 
Value D u t y , and now we a re to h a v e th i s o p p o r t u n i t y for 
local au thor i t i es to purchase land a n d to go in to t he 
specula t ive land business. 

W e w a n t a p la in , s imple proposi t ion for des t roying the 
power of land monopoly . All these o the r proposals are 
mere dodges a n d sops to evade the issue a n d to show the 
G o v e r n m e n t is deal ing wi th t he land quest ion when , as we 
know, they a r e not deal ing wi th i t in t h e r igh t way. This 
Bill, of course, is t h e Land Nat ional i sa t ion Society 's Bill, 
a n d I would like to congra tu la te Mr. H y d e r on hav ing got 
i t deba ted in th is House . There is no single t axe r who 
does not h a t e this Bill a n d h a t e t h e idea of land nat ional isa-
t ion as being no th ing more nor less t h a n a landlord ' s dodge 
for ge t t ing compensa t ion . Le t me indicate to t he House 
w h a t this Bill ac tual ly does. Tlie Bill is divided in to two 
pa r t s . I h a v e no t much c o m m e n t to m a k e on the second 
p a r t which provides possibly be t te r mach ine ry for enabl ing 
t h e local au thor i t i es to purchase land required for school 
sites, fire s ta t ions , or someth ing of t h a t sor t . I t does no t . 
however , improve the exist ing mach ine ry in t he only way 
Liberal ism ough t to improve it. I t is mere ly a simplif icat ion 
in t he rules of a rb i t ra t ion . You are not t ak ing , when you 
require land for schools, t h e Budget of 1909, or a n y subse-
q u e n t va lua t ion as the basis of t he purchase price. You 
a re going back again, as every scheme for land purchase 
has gone back for s ix ty years , to the L a n d Clauses Consoli-
da t ion Act of 1845. P a r t TI. merely repeats , pe rhaps wi th 
some slight modif icat ion, t h e principle t h a t in buying land 
you are buy ing someth ing for which special compensa t ion 
is required, and these enormously high prices have a lways 
been ex t r ac t ed f rom e i ther local au thor i t i e s or ra i lway 
companies . T h e second pa r t of t he Bill, a l though not. 
going as far as I should like, is unobjec t ionable , and has 
a great deal to recommend it. and , if it were passed into 
law, I t h ink it would be t o t he a d v a n t a g e of t he whole 
c o m m u n i t y . 

It is t he first p a r t to which m y objec t ion is principally 
t aken . T h e first p a r t of t he Bill involves t he pu rchase by 
local au thor i t i es generally of wha t is called undeveloped 
land. Nobody has yet touched on the quest ion w h a t 
undeveloped land is. and if you look back to t he F i n a n c e 
Act of 1909 10 you will find it is a r a t he r peculiar f e a tu r e 
of t h a t Act , as anyone who has hail much acqua in tance 
with opera t ions under it will know, t h a t it is possible for 
t he owner of bui lding land round a town to dr ive a coach 
a n d four th rough the Act in every- direct ion. H e has only 
to spend a cer ta in sum on pu t t ing down roadways , and 
then it ceases to lie undeveloped and no longer liable to 
t axa t ion . In t he same way any land which can tj,e by some 
fiction let wi th a co t tage a mile or two a w a y is also not 
undeveloped land, and I h a v e no doubt t h a t the hon . and 
gal lant G e n t l e m a n opposi te (Mr. P r e t y m a n ) knows m a n y 



May, 1912. Land Values Supplement. IX. 

other ways in which it is possible t o get round th is quest ion 
and to see t h a t land is no t classed under t he Budge t of 
1909-10 as undeveloped land. There is really only a 
small a m o u n t of l and which is technical ly undeveloped, 
and it is possible to reduce t ha t q u a n t i t y very considerably 
wi thin the four corners of t he F inance Act . I n so f a r as 
a local a u t h o r i t y can purchase undeveloped land it m a y 
do so unde r this Bill. Bu t it does no t do a n y t h i n g wha teve r 
t owards des t roying t h e power of landlordism in t h e c o u n t r y ; 
it merely sets u p a new landlord in place of the old land-
lord. 

I t is t he land speculat ion itself t h a t we ob jec t to, and 
whe the r the process of r ipening is carried out by the local 
a u t h o r i t y or by a p r iva te landlord, it is equal ly bad in 
e i ther case, and it is no sat isfact ion to us to know t h a t t h e 
power of speculat ion is pu t into t h e h a n d s of corpora te 
bodies in addi t ion to being in t he hands of pr iva te land- j 
lords. T h a t is our case agains t this Bill. 

W h a t is the local a u t h o r i t y to do with undeveloped land 
when it has purchased it ? There a re th ree things it can 
do with it. It can let it lie idle, it can let it r ipen, as t h e y 
a r e doing in G e r m a n y , and hold it year by year unti l i t 
will fe tch such a price as will sa t i s fy t he consciences of 
those responsible for dealing with it. ' In t h a t case there is 
every year a dead loss on the money borrowed. I agree 
with t he Noble Lord opposi te t h a t a dead loss of tha t sort 
is going to be very bad for t he financial credit of t h e local 
au tho r i ty . T h e second a l t e rna t ive is t h a t it can build 
upon the land. I t can p u t model houses upon it. T h a t is 
a pract ical proposi t ion to p u t before t he loeal author i t ies . 
T h e y m a y b u y t h e land and immedia te ly set to work to 
employ clerks of works and builders to pu t u p houses, b u t 
t he first result , if t h a t is done, is t ha t local enterpr ise in 
t he bui lding line ceases ent irely. You canno t get local 
en te rpr i se to compe te wi th a coun ty council which is going 
in for t he building business on a large scale. I d e m u r 
ent i re ly to t he idea t h a t t he people of this coun t ry wan t to 
have houses buil t for them b y the S ta te : t ha t they w a n t , 
f r om infancy to t he grave, t o be looked a f t e r by brass 
b u t t o n br igades. I have had some experience 011 a council 
which owns a good deal of land. We let it t o t e n a n t s , and we 
m a k e the u n f o r t u n a t e t enan t , before he can have a small 
holding, sign an annua l agreement . H e has to promise not ; 
to let off the land for beasts to graze upon, no t to p u t any 
nails in to t he buildings, not t o p u t u p adver t i sements . I 
only wonder we do no t require h im and his wife to go to bed 
a t nine o'clock and to a t t end church on Sundays . The fact 
is t he t e n a n t p robab ly finds he has exchanged one old 
woman for a commi t t ee of old women. T h a t is the resul t 
of S t a t e ownership of land. If t h e local authority t akes 
the second a l t e rna t ive and employs people to p u t u p houses 
on the land, it will mean the des t ruc t ion of p r iva te 
en terpr i se in building, because it c anno t hoj>e to compe te 
wi th a local a u t h o r i t y . In t he second place, you will have 
cons tan t interference with t h e f reedom of the individual 
who inhabi t s your mode l dwelling ; a n d , th i rd ly , you will 
have pressure b rough t upon the local au thor i t i es to let 
these model dwellings nt cha r i ty rents , or uneconomic I 
rents , ami the reby assist the employer to get cheaper labour 
and to pay lower wages t han he does at present . T h e 
second a l t e rna t ive is, to m y mind , worse t han the first 
I would sooner t h a t they ac ted like p r iva te landowners , a n d 
held land tip and let it r ipen unt i l it reached a decent figure 
t h a n t h a t t hey should go into business as builders and 
owners of model pro|>erty and s lum proper ty . There is 
ano the r a l te rna t ive , which t hey have accepted in G e r m a n y 
nnd which might IK- accepted he re—tha t is to L E A S E t he land 
to p r iva te builders, and let t h e m build jus t as they would if 
t hey were leasing land f rom t h e o rd inary landlord. 

Immed ia t e ly you in t roduce the ques t ion of t h e S t a t e or 
municipal i t ies leasing land to p r iva te persons you are back 
again 111 landlordism, jus t where vou were when vou 
s t a r t ed . \ \ hat sort of lease a r e you going to give t he m a n 
who leases t he land ? If you give him a seven, four teen or : 

twen ty -one years" lease he will have no incent ive to pu t it 
to t h e best possible use, or t o put u p decent houses, because 
he knows tha t nt t h e end of t he lease t h e land will rever t 
to t h e local au tho r i t y . If you give him a t h i r t y - t h r e e 
years ease he will not do it ; if you give h im a n ine ty-n ine 
years lease he may . If you give him a n ine ty vears ' l ease 
are you not re-establishing the landlord probl'ein jus t when 
you a re t ry ing to escape f rom it ? I speak on this sub jec t 
abou t t h e coun t ry on about four d a y s a week. At t h e 

end of one 's meet ings it is t h e commones t occurrence for 
someone t o get u p at t h e back of t h e audience—some well-
in tent ioned person, like the hon. Member for Hal i fax 
(Mr. .1. Pa rker ) or t h e hon. Member for t he Blackfr iars 
Division of Glasgow (Mr. Barnes) , who have backed this 
Hill—and say, " We agree wi th you, but why not nat ional ise 
t h e land ? " I have to say tha t while t h e Conservat ive 
p a r t y a re against na t ional i sa t ion and the t a x a t i o n of land 
values, a n d it is only t h e t axa t i on of land values tha t is 
really opposed by t h e Whigs of t h e Liberal P a r t y , therefore 
it is t h e t axa t ion of land values tha t is t he ti l ing for t he 
working classes. T h e real point one a lways m a k e s in reply 
is t o say " Nat ional ise t h e land ! Hut wha t are you 
going to do wi th it when you have nat ionalised it ? Are 
you going to let it out again, or a re you no t 1 " 

1 bad the honour to be a m e m b e r of a Commi t t ee which 
considered the land quest ion in Nigeria. We found t h a t 
t h e whole of t he land the re had been declared public 
p rope r ty by Sir Percy Girouard . Therefore , we began 
with a clean s la te and nat ional ised land. Immedia te ly wo 
were faced with t he problem of wha t we were going to do 
with t be land, wha t sor t of securi ty we were going to give 
to t h e people who w a n t e d to use t h e land, a n d what incent ive 
to put it to t h e best possible use. Some said give a ninety-
nine years ' l ease : o thers said give, as in Eas t Africa, a 
th i r ty-s ix years ' lease, while o thers said give 11 seven, 
four teen , or twen ty -one years ' lease. All sorts of suggest ions 
were m a d e as to wha t should be done wi th t h e land. 
F ina l ly , we decided t o give t h e people a seven years ' lease, 
wi th a promise of renewal a t a r e n t based on t h e un-
improved value of t h e land they occupied, and to give t h e m 
a renewal a t a r en t which took no account of t h e capi tal 
they had employed in improving the p roper ty , building 
upon it, d ra in ing or manur ing . Tha t is a sys tem spoken of 
b y Mr. Morel. 011 his r e t u r n f rom t h e Congo, as a model 
sys t em for t he Bri t ish Crown Colonies in Afr ica. 

My object ion to th i s measu re is centred on two points . 
In t h e first place, it is a measu re of land re form which does 
no th ing wha teve r t o cheapen land or to m a k e it easier 
for those who wan t t o use land t o got it. I n t he second 
place, it is a measu re of land re form, which, unl ike our 
re form, does no th ing w h a t e v e r t o s top t h e explo i ta t ion of 
labour or t he growth of pove r ty in th is coun t ry . I t does 
no th ing wha teve r to m a k e it easier for a m a n who w a n t s 
to get land to use it, who is a t present compelled to work 
for wages for a mas te r , t o get t h a t which he wan t s , b u t 
merely t ransfers t h e ownership of land f r o m a pr iva te 
landlord, o f ten good, bu t somet imes bad , to a public 
au tho r i t y , and I do n o t believe it is possible, h u m a n na tu re 
being w h a t it is, or t h a t the publ ic a u t h o r i t y will be able 
to give t h a t m a n a n y fairer or be t t e r t r e a t m e n t t han he 
gets f rom a p r iva te landlord. I hope, therefore , t ha t t h e 
House will not accept t h e Bill as a n y sor t of measure of 
genuine land reform. I t is a makesh i f t , a piece of t inker ing 
with t he exist ing sys tem, with which we will h a v e no th ing 
to do. I t will do no good in t he long run. I t will m a k e 
it easier for some local a u t h o r i t y to acquire a school site 
and so reduce t be charge upon the rates , bu t it has no th ing 
to do with the des t ruc t ion of pover ty , and will no t put an 
end t o t h e exploi ta t ion ot t be working classes. 

Mr. Pretyman : Anybody , municipal or otherwise, is 
en t i t led to b u y land a t its present value, and I, for one. say 
t h a t if a municipal a u t h o r i t y desires to acquire land for 
publ ic purpose it should h a v e the land a t a fair value a n d 
should not have to pay arlditional problemat ica l va lue 
because t h e land m i g h t a t some f u t u r e t ime obta in a higher 
va lue t h a n it has t o -day . B u t when land has really an 
ac tua l prospect ive va lue that va lue ough t to be naid- " tha t 
is, t be real m a r k e t value. T h e Bill is clearly designed to 
enable local au thor i t i es to purchase land at a price which 
m a y be considerably below its ac tua l value a t t h e t ime. 

I am not a t all sure t h a t th i s Bill is in order , because 
this va luat ion does not yet exis t , and , as far as I can 
unde r s t and , it is impossible, in view of recent decisions 
in t he Courts , to ca r ry it ou t . It was only yes t e rday t h a t 
tbe highest Court of J u s t i c e in Scotland decided t h a t t h e 
whole of the minus va lua t ions unde r this Act a re v i r tua l ly 
absu rd , or, at any ra te , illegal. T h e va lua t ion s t ands 
condemned , not only as regards those minus valuat ions , b u t 
as regards t he whole basis of va lua t ion , because t h a t is 
on a regular ascending and descending scale, and once you 
des t roy the b o t t o m section of t h a t scale you have got to 
inven t a new scale, if you a re to cover alf the land of t h o 
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c o u n t r y . There fo re t he whole basis of t he va lua t ion is 
gone. T h a t and o the r decisions clearly po in t to t h e fac t 
t h a t n o t h i n g more hopelessly unre l iable or f an ta s t i c t h a n 
th is va lua t i on as a basis for t he acquis i t ion of land or a n y 
o the r f o r m of p r o p e r t y could possibly be imagined. T h e 
to ta l va lue is fixed, and 1 have here two ins tances of to ta l 
va lue ascer ta ined under tho provis ions of tho Act . T h e 
to ta l va lue fixed by the B u d g e t of undeve loped land, which 
includes all agr icu l tura l land t h r o u g h o u t E n g l a n d , a n d 
every b i t of land no t bui l t upon , is to bo compulsor i ly 
acqu i red by t h e local a u t h o r i t y a t i ts to ta l value. In one 
ins tance t h a t 1 give, a piece of land , which was valued on 
the 31st J a n u a r y , 1911, had its to ta l va lue fixed a t £700. 
There was a good deal of considerat ion, and then , on t h e 
21st J u n e , 1911, t he t o t a l value was a l te red to £1,000, and 
on t h e 6 th Sep tember , 1911, it was a l tered to £1,100. 

i t is u p o n t h e var iab i l i ty and va lue of the land t h a t t he 
whole B u d g e t is based. Now you come to this Bill, a n d , 
of course, t he G o v e r n m e n t will na tu ra l l y be b o u n d , in t he 
in teres t of consis tency, for which 1 know they a re f amous , 
to oppose th is Bill, because the whole principle of it is t h a t 
t h e va lue of the land is fixed ; t h a t you a re to h a v e t h e 
va lue fixed as on the 30th April, 1909, and t h a t , a t a n y 
ra te , for five years a f t e r w a r d s you ough t to be able to 
b u y all land in this c o u n t r y at t h a t fixed value, and it is 
no t going to al ter in va lue a t all. Ono is absolu te ly be-
wildered in t ry ing to defend the owners of land in th is 
c o u n t r y aga ins t unreasonable and unfa i r spoliat ion by th is 
House . One really h a r d l y knows which way to look. 
W e h a v e one set of hon . Gent lemen who desire to obta in 
t h e land a t i ts lowest va lue by expropr ia t ion , and t hey a re 
r epresen ted b y suppor t e r s of th is Bill. W e have ano the r 
sot of hon . Gen t lemen who desire to ob ta in t h e va lue of land 
which a t p resen t belongs to p r i va t e individuals b y t ax ing 
t h e owners ou t of exis tence. I t is some consolat ion t h a t 
those t w o sect ions of hon . Gen t lemen h a v e fallen ou t , and 
t h a t t h e y canno t agree upon t h e pr inciple of th is Bill. 

Sir Rufus Isaacs : To m y m i n d this Bill lays down , and , 
if carr ied, would af f i rm very i m p o r t a n t principles. T h e 
first is t h a t you should give grea te r powers to t h e local 
au thor i t i e s to purchase land. As t h e House knows a t 
p resen t t h e powers of local au thor i t i e s t hough wide a re 
res t r ic ted . Any par t i cu la r local a u t h o r i t y would no t be 
ent i t led to pu rchase land except to use i t for a specific, 
definite, a n d s t a t u t o r y purpose . If t he local a u t h o r i t y 
has acqu i red land for a purpose , and does no t in tend to 
ca r ry it ou t immedia te ly it is in a diff iculty, for it c a n n o t 
use it for ano the r s t a t u t o r y purpose , b u t has to dispose 
of it to a p r iva te owner . These a re t h e difficulties unde r 
which t h e local au thor i t i e s labour in t h e exercise of their 
powers in re la t ion to t h e purchase of l and . This Bill says 
t h a t t h e local a u t h o r i t y can h a v e power to purchase land in 
t he a r ea or the ne ighbourhood of t h e local a u t h o r i t y , and 
it m a y purchase it to m y mind th is is a v e r y i m p o r t a n t 
p r inc ip le—notwi ths t and ing t h a t it does no t requi re it for 
any i m m e d i a t e or specific purpose . So under this Bill it 
m a y get tho a d v a n t a g e of pu rchas ing land when it is 

" t h o u g h t t h a t t h a t land will be required b y the local a u t h o r i t y 
within a few years . W h e n it is no t immed ia t e ly required 
the local a u t h o r i t y will be able to s tep in, give not ice of 
t he purchase , acquire t h e land compulsor i ly , a n d t hen when 
i t has got it, use it for t h a t purpose or for a n y o the r purpose 
t h a t m a y seem fit to it. 

I s u b m i t to t he House t h a t th i s Bill ough t to h a v e a 
Second Reading, so t h a t we m a y a t a n y r a t e get , b y a 
Resolut ion of this House , t h a t principle def ini te ly aff i rmed. 
W e shall really then h a v e advanced ve ry considerably. 

So far as t he p re sen t law goes our munic ipa l local 
au thor i t i e s do n o t b u y a t a fair value when they purchase 
land. T h e y p a y a ve ry unfa i r va lue general ly a n d a v e r y 
m u c h higher price t h a n t h e ac tua l value. There is not a 
single Member of t he House who will con t rad ic t the pro-
posit ion t h a t no sooner does it become known t h a t a local 
a u t h o r i t y desires to purchase a piece of land t han t h e price 
immedia te ly rises b y an appreciable a m o u n t in the m i n d 
of t h e owner . 

The whole quest ion of w h a t is a fair value was dea l t with 
by the hon. Member for Chelmsford and the hon . Barone t 
t he Member for t he City of London, who upon th is subjec t 
a lways has a good deal to say t h a t is wor th l is tening to. 
T h e hon. Ba rone t asked, " W h y do you say the t o t a l value 
and why do you not say the gross va lue , " a n d he referred 
to it as it appea r s in th is Act . The re is good reason for 
t h a t . T h e gross value conta ins a n u m b e r of o the r th ings 
such as encumbrances and burdens which you could not 
proper ly t a k e into account , and which m u s t be borne in 
mind when you are fixing the price to be paid b y the 
purchaser to t h e vendor , and the to ta l value represents 
much be t te r t he commercial value t h a n the gross value. 

Sir F. Banbury : Does t he r ight hon. Gen t l eman say t h a t 
t he to ta l value is the m a r k e t value ? 

Sir Rufus Isaacs : I say t h a t t he to ta l va lue repre-
sents the m a r k e t value a t t he t ime it is fixed. T h e r e mus t 
be some m e a n s of a d j u s t i n g the va lue upon a fair value 
fixed upon t h e to ta l va lue in April. 1909. I am sure m y 
hon. Fr iend who seconded t h e Second Read ing will agree 
wi th m e t h a t t h a t is t h e way in which it should be carr ied 
ou t . 

Sir R. Finlay : T h a t is no t t h e Bill. 

Sir Rufus Isaacs : W h a t is t h e good of saying t h a t . It is 
o f t e n t h e case in P r iva t e Bills t h a t it is po in ted ou t in 
discussion t h a t t h e principle laid down in t h e Bill does 
no t ca r ry ou t t h e real in ten t ion of t h e p romoters , a n d t h a t 
point can be m e t when t h e Bill gets in Commit tee . 

Sir A. Cripps : Once you go a w a y f r o m t h e va lua t ion 
fixed you got back to t h e present sys tem. 

Sir Rufus Isaacs : I never suggested you should go away 
f r o m t h e va lua t i on as fixed. On t h e con t ra ry , t h e whole 
a rgumen t I a m address ing t o t h e House is t h a t it is a useful 
principle t o have aff i rmed b y th i s Bill t h a t your d a t u m 
line for t h e va lua t ion of land to be acqui red shall be t he 
to ta l va lue as fixed in 1909. Y o u m u s t not forget t h a t 
every five years you get a reva lua t ion . You h a v e a re-
va lua t ion of t h e site value , and in t h e s ame w a y it mus t 
involve you r ge t t ing at t h e to ta l value , because unless you 
do you canno t get a t t h e site value . T h e observat ions 
I m a d e in answer to t h e a r g u m e n t s of t h e hon. a n d learned 
Gent lemen were really t o t h e effect t h a t I was prepared 
t o in t roduce A m e n d m e n t s which will meet some of t h e 
crit icisms d i rec ted to t h e detai ls of t h e Bill. 1 a m asking 
t h e H o u s e t o suppor t t h e Second Read ing of a Bill t h a t 
aff i rms t h e pr inciple t h a t t h e local au thor i t ies shall have 
the r ight to b u y land in an t ic ipa t ion of the i r r equ i rements , 
and shall not be confined to their immedia t e a n d specific 
requ i rements , a n d f u r t h e r t h a t t h e y shall have t h e right 
to use t h a t land not only for a n y par t icu la r r equ i rement , 
b u t for a n y o the r requ i rement which t h e y m a y th ink 
necessary a t t he t ime, a n d , again, t h a t the re shall be fixed 
some def ini te figure as t h e basis u p o n which the calcula t ion 
is to be m a d e ins tead of t h e very was tefu l a n d e x t r a v a g a n t 
s y s t e m which applies in m a n y cases now unde r t h e L a n d s 
Clauses Act , wh ich a d d s n o t ' o n l y t o t h e price b u t t o t he 
cost, a n d which involves cer ta inly more delay t h a n would 
be t he case if t h e principle of this Bill were accepted . I am 
asking t h e House to accept t h e pr inciple of t he Bill, and 
to leave it t o t h e Commit tee , when we get there , t o discuss 
all these var ious m a t t e r s which h a v e been raised. 

Mr. Hicks Beach con t inued t h e deba t e . 

Mr. A. Harvey rose in his place, a n d claimed t o move 
" T h a t t he Quest ion be now p u t , " but Mr. Speaker wi thheld 
his assent a n d declined t hen to pu t t h a t Quest ion. 

And it be ing Five o 'clock, t he D e b a t e s tood a d j o u r n e d . 
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