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Rece ip t of a f r e e copy of LAND VALUES 
i s a n i n v i t a t i o n t o b e c o m e a S u b s c r i b e r . 

L o r d Rosebery , as Treasure r of the Roya l Scott ish Cor-
porat ion, London , has issued an appeal to t he Governors 
and their f r iends (16 /11 /03 ) f ° r a n addi t iona l £1000 per 
a n n u m to meet t he existing claims of the chari ty as well as 
the needs of new applicants . In an explanatory no te it is 
s ta ted t h a t : " t he war in South Africa and the growing cost 
of humble lodging accomtnodation in London (italics ours) has 
r ende red necessary dur ing the past four years a revision of the 
pensions a n d al lowances granted to the more aged and infirm 
a m o n g the recipients, at an addi t iona l cost of £ \ o o o per 
a n n u m . " 

* * * 

T h e growing cost of h u m b l e lodging accommoda t ion in 
L o n d o n a n d elsewhere justifies us in put t ing in a small 
appeal to t h e " Governors and f r iends " of our movemen t for 
extra f u n d s to endeavour to conver t t he people of Britain to 
the wisdom of a small tax on l and values (to quo te the words 
of the Royal Commiss ion on the H o u s i n g of t he Work ing 
Classes, 1885) " a s a means of compel l ing the owners to 
par t with these sites at their marke t value to those desirous 
of bui lding, and as a new source of taxat ion tha t would 
l ighten the rates on the present occupiers ." 

W h a t a world of t roub le a n d anxiety on behalf of the 
poor a small ins ta lment of ba re jus t ice would save some 
people. 

* * * 

" A question that rather had him" Mr. Pa rke r Smith, 
M.P . for Par t i ck (Lanarksh i re ) at an address to his con-
s t i tuents 30 /11 /03 . 

Question.—Mr. Smi th h a d said tha t t he ques t ion of 
royalties was a mat te r of triviality, a m o u n t i n g only t o 
5 per cent . T h e order for steel rails at Barrow, to 
which Mr . Smi th h a d referred, only went to Belgium 
because they were 5 per cent , cheaper than in this 
count ry . W h e r e did t he triviality c o m e in ? 
(Cheers . ) 

Answer.—That ques t ion ra ther has me. (Laughter . ) T h e 
real danger was tha t if t h e s teel-workers were to be 
pu t in compet i t ion with foreign steel wi thout assist-
ance , t he i tem of cost of which the greatest saving 
cou ld be m a d e was wages. 

W h y no t t he M i n i n g Royal t ies ? 
* * * 

" T h e ques t ion of taxing land values (reports t h e Daily 
News, 24 /11 /03) is coming before all the Borough Counci ls 
again within the next few weeks. All t he old Progressive 
Boroughs have al ready registered their opin ion on the 
matter , s o m e of t h e m m o r e than once. O n t h e new Pro-
gressive Counci l s this promises to be one of t he first big 
ques t ions to be discussed. I t is down for discussion at 
Lewisham to-morrow, t he mot ion d e m a n d i n g tha t Parlia-
men t b e pe t i t ioned to b r ing in a bill for the rat ing of g round 
values. W h e r e t he ques t ion is not to be b rough t forward 
by special resolut ion it will c o m e before t he Borough 
Counci ls by m e a n s of a let ter which is be ing sent out by 
H a c k n e y , urging all t he Counci ls to join in an appeal to 
Pa r l i amen t to ra te g round rents and g round values." 

An Engl ish cor responden t wri tes : " I t is a real pleasure 
to have J . H . Whit ley, M.P . (Hal i fax) , state the al ternat ive 
policy boldly a n d clearly in a m a n n e r which leaves nothing 
to be desired. I wish all other radical member s were doing 
the same thing." 

* * * 

Mr. Whit ley is certainly doing thorough good work at 
this t ime. H e unde r s t ands what the taxation of l and values 
means , a n d believes in its claims as- the radical cure for our 
inherent ly vicious systems of land t enure and taxation. 
T h e r e are m a n y other M.P . ' s a n d candida tes who publicly 
declare t he s ame faith, bu t who do noth ing at this t ime to 
urge t he ques t ion to the electors as the a l ternat ive to pro-
tec t ion . Many of these M.P. ' s a n d candida tes canno t do so, 
we frankly admit , because they d o not see or unde r s t and 
the ques t ion as Mr. Whit ley does. But there are others, qui te 
a large group, who do unde r s t and the quest ion sufficiently 
well to advoca te it with acceptance . T h e y refuse to do this 
no twi ths tanding the sp lendid lead given by Sir H e n r y 
Campbe l l -Banne rman in his recent public speeches . 

* * * 

In a leading article deal ing with t he election, t h e Daily 
News (16 /12 /03) s a y s : — " B e h i n d protec t ion lies the far 
greater ques t ion of t he land, that n e e d will b e c o m e apparen t 
as the light of day. T h e Liberal Par ty must do its best not 
only to oppose the bad policy, bu t to p romote the good, and 
to give t he count ry t he assurance of its power a n d its will to 
end the long and t ragic d ivorce of t he people f rom the 
l and . " 

* * * 

T h e T o w n Counci l of Eccles have adop ted a mot ion 
approving the taxat ion of l and values. Mr. Nuttal l , referr ing 
to the Engl ish Bill, said that if carr ied into law it would have 
the effect of br inging into use vacant plots of l and in large 
centres of popula t ion tha t were now being he ld up for 
speculat ive purposes . 

* * * 

A tit-bit for Mr . Chamber la in . A financial pape r advo-
cates t he purchase of certain f reehold agricultural land, by 
stat ing that , " in view of t h e new fiscal laws a n d the conse-
q u e n t increase in the value of agricul tural land, we consider 
a purchase is, at the prices at p resen t ruling, well advised." 
Jus t s o — m o n e y into t he pocke ts of t he l anded propr ie tors ! 
—Daily News, 12/12/03. 

* * * 

Mr. F r e d . Skirrow o p e n e d a discussion at t he Bingley 
Liberal C lub Deba t ing Society (8 /12 /03) on subject of 
" Direct v Ind i rec t Taxa t ion . " H e argued for t he removal 
of taxes tha t now fall u p o n labour a n d capital, subst i tu t ing 
for t hem a tax on l and values. A discussion fol lowed, a n d 
at the close a vote of t h a n k s was heartily accorded to t he 
opener of the d e b a t e o n t h e mot ion of Mr. B. Garne t t , 
s econded by Mr. Watson . Mr. Skirrow, as represent ing the 
Engl ish L e a g u e for t he Taxa t ion of L a n d Values in Yorkshire , 
will b e only too pleased to enrol m e m b e r s of t he League, 
to send l i tera ture on the subject a n d a t t end similar m e e t i n g s ; 
his address is 59 Fell Lane , Keighley . 

* * * 

The two London Bye-Elections, Dulwich a u d Lewis-
h a m , have gone protect ionist by major i t ies of 1437 a n d 2012 
respectively. At Dulwich 10,201 voted out of an electorate of 
i 3 J 5 i 5 - C o m p a r e d with t h e elect ion of 1895, which resul ted 
in a Conservat ive major i ty of 3082, the Liberal vote has 
more t han doubled , while t h e protect ionist vote has increased 
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by 561. At Lewisham 13,406 voted ou t of an e lectora te of 
18,708. C o m p a r e d with t he last con tes ted elect ion in 1892, 
when the Conserva t ive major i ty was 2414, t he Liberal vote 
has increased by 2802, a n d the pro tec t ionis t vote by 2400. 

# * * 

T h e following appea red in t he Daily News on t he day of 
t h e recen t Sou th L o n d o n Bye-Elec t ions :— 

SIR,—Why d o no t our pub l i c speakers m a k e m o r e use of 
H e n r y George 's " P ro tec t ion or F r e e T r a d e ? " N o t h i n g 
so luminous , no th ing so racy, no th ing so conv inc ing has 
ever b e e n writ ten on t h e subjec t . 

Will s o m e o n e see tha t t h e new s ixpenny edi t ion of this 
b o o k is on every booksta l l in Dulwich a n d Lewisham 
at once , a n d displayed in every newsvendor ' s window, 
too ? Will every canvasser pu t a copy in his pocket , to 
l end or q u o t e f rom, or sell or give away ? I t is pub-
l ished by the Engl ish L e a g u e for T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values , 376 S t r a n d ( and by Land Values Pub l i ca t ion 
D e p a r t m e n t , 13 D u n d a s Street , Glasgow). 

I have no t t he least d o u b t tha t if 1000 copies of this 
book could be c i rcu la ted in t h e next few days in the 
above dis t r ic ts they would in f luence th ree or four 
h u n d r e d waverers, a n d jus t tu rn t h e scale. 

I only wish I cou ld c o m e and he lp myse l f .—Yours , etc., 
J O H N T H O R N T O N . 

30 U p p e r Dorse t R o a d , Bexhill, Dec . 9. 
T h e suggest ion is a good one, a n d should b e ac ted u p o n 

b y all our f r iends in every cons t i tuency . T h e r e is n o n e e d 
to wait for a bye-elect ion before do ing so. 

* * * 

Aid. Chas . F o r t u n e , J . P . , H a r r o g a t e , del ivered an able 
a n d inst ruct ive lec ture o n " T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues " 
to t he H a r r o g a t e L ibera l C l u b Li te rary Society, on 
T u e s d a y , 8 th D e c e m b e r . T h e r e was a good a t t endance . 
T h e Harrogate and Claro Times, 12 /12 /03 , besides repor t ing 
t h e ma in fea tures of t he lec ture in co lumns , d e v o t e d its 
leading art icle to the l ec tu re in a m o s t favourable a n d 
en thus ias t i c m a n n e r . W e h o p e to q u o t e b o t h repor t and 
leader next m o n t h . Aid . F o r t u n e t he se pas t six years has 
d o n e y e o m a n service in H a r r o g a t e to t h e m o v e m e n t for 
taxat ion of l and values. 

* * * 

T h e Genera l P u r p o s e s C o m m i t t e e of t he D e p t f o r d 
Borough Counc i l ( repor ts t h e Woolwich Gazette, 27 /11 /03 ) 
r e c o m m e n d e d tha t t h e Counc i l e n d o r s e a resolut ion of t he 
H a c k n e y Counc i l in favour of a Bill for taxat ion of land 
values. A long a n d sp i r i ted discussion ensued , a n d in the 
e n d the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n was r e j ec t ed by 36 to 13. 

* * * 

L A N D V A L U E S M U N I C I P A L C O N F E R E N C E C O M M I T T E E . — 
A repor t of t he p roceed ings at t he mee t ing of the C o m m i t t e e 
( appo in t ed by t h e C o n f e r e n c e on t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Va lues in L o n d o n , O c t o b e r , 1902) he ld in t he Wes tmins t e r 
P a l a c e H o t e l , L o n d o n , on T h u r s d a y , 26 th N o v e m b e r , 1903, 
has b e e n pub l i shed in t h e form of a 40-page p a m p h l e t by 
t h e Glasgow Corpora t ion . I t m a k e s in teres t ing reading. 
E i g h t e e n m e m b e r s of t he C o m m i t t e e were p r e s e n t ; also t he 
T o w n Cle rks of Liverpool , F u l h a m , a n d Ecc les , a n d the 
Glasgow City Assessor . Bailie J o h n Fe rguson (Glasgow) 
pres ided . 

* * * 

Liverpoo l City 's 15 ,000 acres, for example , accom-
m o d a t e 710,337 people . Glasgow puts 70,000 
m o r e citizens in two-thirds of Liverpool ' s acreage. 
Belfast h s s only 350 ,000 to an a rea of 16,475 acres. 
T o c o m e down to t b e smaller towns, S o u t h p o r t has 
only 50 ,000 people o n 11,000 acres. H o w m u c h these 
f igures m e a n in comfor t a n d hea l th it is difficult to 
e s t i m a t e . — D a i l y Paper. 

» * * 

Yet t he re a re b a d hous ing cond i t ions a n d s lums in Belfast 
a n d Sou thpor t , caused , as in Glasgow a n d Liverpool , no t by 
want of acres, bu t by the unbr id led pr ivate ownersh ip of 

t h e acres. I t is all the s ame u n d e r this system whe the r t he 
popula t ion is 50,000 or 700,000, or 5 ,000,000, t he r e is an 
artificial scarcity of acres for whatever p u r p o s e — t r a d e , 
houses , or " comfor t a n d hea l th . " 

* * * 

The Westminster Review for N o v e m b e r conta ins an able 
ar t icle by Leona rd M. Burrell , ent i t led " A Plea for Abso lu te 
F r e e T r a d e . " Single taxers a n d land re formers should no t 
miss reading, a n d advising o thers to read, this well wri t ten 
s ta tement of t he case for real f ree t rade . 

* * * 

Last m o n t h we felt impel led to deal with a few of the 
Tariff R e f o r m leaflets, which, as regardless of expense as of 
t ruth, were a n d are being sca t te red b roadcas t t h r o u g h o u t 
t he length and b r ead th of t he land, appeal ing to t he inst inct 
of p lunder of the predatory few, a n d to the ignorance and 
worst pass ions of the exp lo i t ed and impover i shed many. 
T h i s m o n t h we canno t refrain f rom saying a few words con-
cern ing the avowed beliefs a n d expressed convic t ions of t he 
well-known Engl ish poli t ician whose u t t e rances have inspired 
these precious publ icat ions, and whose spirit and policy are 
so faithfully represen ted in their pages. 

* * * 

I M P E R I A L U N I O N AND T A R I F F R E F O R M . — U n d e r t h i s 
t i t le t he speeches del ivered f rom May 15th to N o v e m b e r 
4 th , 1903, by the R i g h t H o n . Jo seph Chamher l a in , M.P . , 
in which he p roc la imed his New (?) Fiscal Pol icy, have 
recently been r ep roduced in book form. 

* * * 

THE NEW FISCAL POLICY.—From its pages they will learn 
t he detai ls of Mr . Chamber l a in ' s wonder fu l new (?) policy, 
a n d will find t hem to have been no t only beaut i fu l in their 
simplicity, but capab le of indef in i te extension. T h e y will 
learn that this twent ie th cen tury S o l o m o n proposed , as a 
beginning, to levy a small tax of bu t s ixpence per cw t. on 
corn, excluding m a i z e ; a poor 5 per cent, on meat , exc luding 
b a c o n ; a n d 5 per cent , on dairy p roduce , excluding 
noth ing . 

# * * 

T h i s taxat ion of the food of the peop le they will find to 
have been the basis of t he whole prec ious scheme, a n d its 
main suppor t a promise of a tariff of 10 per cent , on some 
m a n u f a c t u r e d articles, a tariff to f r ame which " everybody 
i n t e r e s t ed—whe the r in th imbles , in anchors , or in any th ing 
else in t he multiplici ty of t rades in this count ry " (page 122), 
was to be invi ted to join. A refreshingly innocen t proposal , 
which they may well imagine would be we l comed with 
acc l ama t ion—at least by the unselfish and patr iot ic manu-
facturers of such articles. 

* « • 

L M R . C H A M B E R L A I N ' S C H I E F C O N C E R N . — T h e y w i l l 
fu r the r learn tha t this great S ta t e sman was not c o n c e r n e d to 
increase t he rent-rolls of t he rural landlords , who cont ro l led 
t h e sources of t he food p r o d u c e d in this country , though 
almost to a m a n they h a d rallied r o u n d his s t anda rd . Nor 
was it to secure an increased revenue to t he publ ic t reasury 
by indirect taxat ion, an increased revenue requ i red to defray 
t h e costs of a war which h e regarded as " a feather in his cap." 
T h e s e , a n d t h e consequen t greater impover i shmen t of the 
masses of the people , might b e amongs t its inc identa l effects, 
bu t they will no t find t h e m c la imed as Mr. C h a m b e r l a i n ' s 
chief concern , t h o u g h they will find that h e h a d many . * * * 

F r o m page 7 they will learn t h a t — " T h e inf luence of t he 
empi re is t he th ing I th ink mos t abou t . " F r o m page 46-
t h a t — " I t is t he quest ion of preference to t he colonies which 
mos t deeply moves m e to exer t ion ." A n d from page 51 tha t 
it was nei ther t he inf luence of the empi re nor t he ques t ion of 
p re fe rence t o the colonies, bu t the interests of t he working-
man , that , in t r u t h — " I t is for you, t he workmen , tha t I am 
chiefly c o n c e r n e d . " A n d it is on this str ing they will find 
tha t he p layed mos t skilfully in the rest of his speeches . 
Wi th what results history will en l ighten them, bu t we dare 
no t ven tu re to prophesy . 
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THE CONFIDENCE TRICK.—However th i s m a y be , t hey 
will n o t b e s u r p r i s e d to learn t h a t e n t h u s i a s t i c a u d i e n c e s , 
t i cke t a u d i e n c e s , wt l o o m e d t h e grea t S t a t e s m a n w h o c l a i m e d 
to h a v e f o r m u l a t e d " A n a t i o n a l policy in c o n s o n a n c e with 
t h e fee l ings , t h e a sp i r a t ions , and the interests of t h e over-
w h e l m i n g p r o p o r t i o n of the c o u n t r y " (p. 23) " A policy 
w h i c h I believe t o b e t h e only o n e wh ich will m a i n t a i n t h e 
e m p i r e as it i s " (p. 114). A pol icy which inc iden ta l ly 
migh t y i e ld i n c r e a s e d r e n t t o l a n d l o r d s a n d an inc reased 
r e v e n u e , o b t a i n e d by ind i r ec t t axa t ion , t h e t axa t ion of iood , 
t o t h e T r e a s u r y , b u t wh ich —"If I am right, will bene f i t 
every c lass in t h e c o u n t r y , wh ich will g ive i n c r e a s e d work 
a n d i n c r e a s e d e m p l o y m e n t t o t h e p lor, a n d I da r e say 
i n c r e a s t d p ro f i t t o t h e cap i t a l i s t . " M o r k work for th we 
w h o to m a i n t a i n l ife a l n a d y h a d to work too h a r d a n d t o o 
l o n g ; a n d m o r e wea l th , u n e a r n e d weal th , to t h e few, w h o 
a l r e a d y f a t t e n e d o n t h e u n r e q u i t e d toil of the i r fe l low-
c i t i z e n s : s u c h was, in t i u t h , t h e necessa ry ef fec ts of t h e 
N e w Fisca l Po l icy . 

* * * 

A n d th i s po l icy t h e y will f ind c o m m e n d e d by i ts a u t h o r 
in t h e fo l lowing s t i r r ing, e \ e n ir, t o t h e waiy , susp ic ion-
b r e e d i n g w o r d s — " I a sk you to take my pledge, a n d to believe 
in my sincerity when I give it, t h a t if you a c c e p t m y p r o p o s a l s 
as t h e y s t a n d , t h e y will n o t a d d o n e f a r t h ing to t h e cos t of 
l iving, a n d , in my opinion, in t h e c a l of t h e p o o r e s t fami l ies 
wou ld r e d u c e t h a t c o s t ! " F r o m which , as f r o m m a n y o t h e r 
s imi la r r e m a r k s to b e f o u n d in t h e p a g e s of th is t r u th -
l e v e a l i n g b o o k , t h e y will l ea rn t h a t t h e n o t o r i o u s c o n f i d e n c e 
t r ick was n o t en t i r e ly p l a y e d ou t in t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y 
Br i ta in ; a n d t h a t s p e e c h e s m o d e l l e d on t h e a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 
of t h e v e n d o r s of q u a c k m e d i c i n e s , wh ' ch , if the vendor is 
right, a n d in the opinion of the vendor, will c u r e every dis< a se 
u n d e r t h e sun , still c o m m e n d e d t h e m s e l v e s to t h e s i n i j l e 
m i n d s of t h e m o r e i n n o c e n t of i ts p o p u l a t i o n . 

* * * 

M R . CHAMBERLAIN'S AVOWED B E L I E F S . — A s i n a c e n t u r y 
or t w o t h e p e o p l e m a y h a v e c o m e to l ea rn t h a t twice two 
m a k e f o u r , t h e y will na tu ra l ly b e cu r ious to k n o w w h o tl en 
was s u p p o s e d t o p a y t h e t axa t i on i m p o s e d u p o n f o o d . 
T h e s e s p e e c h e s will n o t l e ave t h e m in d o u b t as t o its 
a u t h o r ' s a v o w e d b t l i e f s o n th is f u n d J m e n t a l q u e s t i o n . T h e y 
will r e a d t h a t he, g o o d , i n n o c e n t m a n , a v o w e d t h a t — " I d o 
n o t be l i eve t h a t t h e s e smal l t axes u p o n food w o u l d be pa id 
to any l a rge ex t en t by t h e c o n s u m e r s in th i s c o u n t r y . I 
bel ieve, o n t h e c o n t r a r y , t hey would b e pa id by t h e 
f o r e i g n e r " — ( c h e e r s ) — ( p . 39) . A n d , as t h e y will see f r o m 
t h e c h e e r s , s o m e of h is a u d i e n c e ac tua l ly be l i eved h im, or 
b e l i t v e d i h t y be l i eved h i m ! 

# # * 

H i s NEW POLITICAL ECONOMY.—Of c o u r s e t hey will find 
o u t t h a t to give a c o l o u r of t r u th , or to offer a s h a d o w of f o u n -
d a t i o n fo r s u c h w o n d e r f u l bel iefs , it was necessa ry to inven t a 
n e w pol i t ica l e c o n o m y specia l ly for t h e p u r p o s e , a n d tha t th i s 
g rea t m a n , a s s i s t ed by s o m e c h o s e n exper t s (!), was e q u a l t o 
t h e o c c a s i o n . T h i s n e w pol i t ica l e c o n o m y , f o r m u l a t e d as it 
a l m o s t s e e m s for t h e express p u r p o s e of p r o v i n g t h a t twice 
t w o d i d n o t m a k e four , a t all even t s no t wi th in ' ' a s i l f -
s u s t a i n i n g e m p i r e , " t hey will find f o r m u l a t e d o n page 40, in 
t h e fo l lowing w o r d s : — 

# # * 

'• I h a v e g o n e to o n e of t h e h ighes t a u t h o r i t i e s of th is 
c o u n t r y — o n e of t h e h ighes t of t h e official expe r t s w h o m 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t c o n s u l t — a n d I h a v e a>ked h im for h is 
o p i n i o n , a n d in his o p i n i o n t h e i n c i d e n c e of a t ax 
d e p e n d s u p o n t h e p r o p o r t i o n b e t w e e n t h e f r ee p ro -
d u c t i o n a n d t h e t a x e d p r o d u c t i o n . I n th i s case t h e 
f r e e p r o d u c t i o n is t h e h o m e p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h e pro-
d u c t i o n of t h e Br i t i sh co lon ies . T h e t a x e d p r o d u c t i o n 
is t h e p r o d u c t i o n of t h e fo re igner . A n d th i s g e n t l e m a n 
is of t h e o p i n i o n t h a t if, for i n s t ance , t h e f o r e i g n e r sup-
pl ies , as h e d o e s in t h e c a s e of mea t , t w o - n i n t h s of t h e 
c o n s u m p t i o n , t h e c o n s u m e r only p a y s two-n in th s of t h e 

tax. If h e supp l ies , as h e d o e s in t h e case of co rn , some-
t h i n g l ike t h r e e - f o u r t h s of t h e c o n s u m p t i o n , t h e n t h e 
c o n s u m e r pays t h r e e - f o u r t h s of t h e tax. If , as in da i ry 
p r o d u c e , h e s u p p l i e s half of t h e c o n s u m p t i o n , t h e n t h e 
c o n s u m e r pays hal f of t h e tax. Wel l , as I say, t h a t is a 
t h e o r y t h a t will b e c o n t e s t e d , but I believe it to be 
accurate." 

# # # 

" I believe it to be accurate !" A n d it is o n s u c h 
a bel ief t h e y will find t h a t Mr . C h a m b e r l a i n b a s e s all h i s 
c o n v i c t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e n e c e s s a r y ef fec ts of h is n e w 
policy. Wel l , we d o no t t h i n k t h a t a n y b o d y h a s ye t t a k e n 
t h e t r o u b l e t o c o n t e s t such a c h i l d i s h t h e o r y ; a t all even t s , 
f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s will no t find in t h i s b o o k t h a t a n y b o d y 
was publ ic ly s t i g m a t i s e d as " a l i t t le E n g l a n d e r , " w h a t e v e r 
th is t e r m m a y be s u p p o s e d to m e a n , for d a r i n g to d a so. 
B a t t hey m a y well d e p l o r e t h a t h i s d u p e d id no t c o n f e r 
i m m o r t a l i t y o n this g rea t e x p e r t — w h o m even M r . C h a m b e r -
lain 's G o v e r n m e n t , w h i c h h a d so r ecen t l y a c c o m p l i s h e d s u c h 
w o n d e r f u l t h i n g s for t h e emp i r e , c o n d e s c e n d e d to consul t—-
by h a n d i n g d o w n to pos t e r i t y h is n a m e a n d a d d r e s s . H i s 
views o n o t h e r e c o n o m i c q u e s t i o n s wou ld sure ly b e 
i nva luab le . 

# * * 

" I believe it to be accu ra t e ! " W h a t r e f r e sh ing ly 
ch i ld i sh c r e d u l i t y ! F o r e i g n s u p p l i e s a r e t o b e k e p t ou t , 
a n d yet t h e r e d u c e d s u p p l y is n o t t o a f fec t t h e p r i c e of s u c h 
p o r t i o n of t h e food s u p p l i e s as m a y be p r o d u c e d in t h i s 
coun t ry , or in t h e co lon ies , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e c o n s u m e r 
will on ly pay i n c r e a s e d pr ices o n s u c h p o r t i o n s of t h e supp ly 
as m a y still b e o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e w i c k e d fo re igne r ! S m a l l 
w o n d e r t h a t a m a n w h o avows t o be l i eve th i s " t o b e 
a c c u r a t e ' ' is u n a b l e t o see, o n p u b l i c p l a t f o r m s at leas t , a n y 
d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n r e v e n u e tar i f fs a n d p r o t e c t i v e tariffs, 
b e t w e e n t h e i n c i d e n c e a n d ef fec ts of t axa t ion of ar t ic les p a r t 
of t h e s u p p l i e s of w h i c h a re p r o d u c e d in th is c o u n t r y , a n d 
o n ar t ic les t h e w h o l e of t h e s u p p l y of wh ich is i m p o r t e d 
f r o m " t h e m t h e r e fo re igne r s . " 

» * * 

" I believe it to be accurate 1 " I f th is be so, f u t u r e 
gene ra t i ons will no t be su rp r i sed t h a t when s p e a k i n g to publ ic 
aud iences th is g r e a t S t a t e s m a n quie t ly and consis tent ly 
ven tu red to i g n o r e t h e f a c t t ha t , whi ls t to ra i se a r evenue of 
twelve mi l l ion pounds s te r l iug f r o m taxes on t ea and suga r 
cost the consumer s t h e a m o u n t , p l u s in te res t and profi t on t h e 
money expended , to ra i se a s imi l a r r evenue f r o m t h e t axa t ion 
of corn , mea t , and dairy p roduce , which even h e dared n o t 
v e n t u r e to propose, would cost t h e c o u n t r y a t least t h r e e 
t i m e s t h e sum t h a t would flow in to t h e publ ic t r easury , or , 
say at least th i r ty mill ion pounds s ter l ing . 

* # * 

F u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s will rea l i se t h i s as clearly as do all 
recognised e c o n o m i c a u t h o r i t i e s a t t h e p r e s e n t day. And t h e y 
will also real ise t h a t it is only t h e cons i s t en t i gno r ing of t h i s 
fact t h a t enab led t h e M e m b e r for B i r m i n g h a m to say to a 
publ ic audience f r o m a publ ic p l a t f o r m — 

" In the plan I h a v e laid be fo re y o u I see no sacrif ice . . , 
I t is because I believe i t to be t rue , even though 
nobody else does, t h a t m y p lan will cos t you n o t h i n g . 
W h y should i t ? [ W h a t i n n o c e n c e ! ] I a m not a s k i n g 
you to ra ise t h e a m o u n t of t axa t ion in th is country. I 
am a s k i n g y o u to t r a n s f e r t axa t ion f r o m one ar t ic le t o 
a n o t h e r — ( h e a r , h e a r ) — f r o m one p o c k e t to ano the r . 
What t ransparent sophistry! but the audience 
manifestly did not note the jump. So far as you 
are concerned , I maintain t h a t i t does uot m a t t e r a b r a s s 
f a r t h i n g tn any one of you w h e t h e r , le t u s say, the s ix -
pence a week t h a t we t a k e f r o m you in t h e way of 
t a x a t i o n comes out of your wais tcoa t p o c k e t or comes out 
of y o u r tai l p o c k e t — ( l a u g h t e r ) . . . W h a t does i t 
m a t t e r , if I w a n t a ha l fpenny f r o m you, whe the r I c h a r g e 
i t o n b read or on some o t h e r ar t ic le of u n i v e r s a l 
c o n s u m p t i o n ? " 

W h a t , indeed ? 
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Those who read such passages, in the remote fu tu re , may 
well doubt whether this be guile or innocence. Whatever 
their verdict , they will all probably agree t ha t Bi rmingham is 
well worthy of such a man ; and tha t it acts quite in accord-
ance with i ts world-wide reputat ion when it p ros t r a t e s itself 
a t his footstool, and refuses to g r an t a hear ing to any who 
will not do l ikewise. 

* * * 

W e cordially wish our readers " many happy re turns . ' ' 
T h e past year has been one of m u c h earnest work, a n d good 
resul ts in t h e m o v e m e n t b o t h at h o m e a n d abroad , which our 
co lumns explain f rom m o n t h to m o n t h . T h e effort being 
m a d e to c i rculate " P ro t ec t i on or F r e e T r a d e " af fords any 
a m o u n t of scope for energy a n d en thus iasm, which we t rust 
will be largely devoted to it in 1904. T h e Engl i sh a n d Scott ish 
Leagues h a v e u n d e r t a k e n cons ide rab le f inancial responsi-
bility with this special ed i t ion of the book , a n d rely with 
conf idence o n every ac t ive suppor te r to assist in its circu-
lat ion. 

T H E A L T E R N A T I V E T O P R O T E C T I O N . 

At a c o n f e r e n c e of the Yorkshi re Liberal Fede ra t i on , he ld 
at B r a d f o r d on T h u r s d a y , D e c e m b e r 10th, on t h e mot ion 
of Mr. H e r b e r t Samuel , M.P . , s e c o n d e d by Mr . H a m e r 
G r e e n w o o d (Libera l c and ida t e for York) , t he following 
resolut ion was submi t t ed a n d carr ied :— 

" T h a t this confe rence affirms tha t t he in ternal b u r d e n s on 
t r ade caused by excessive taxat ion a n d by the land and 
l iquor monopol ies are far greater t han any foreign tariffs 
have been , or can be , a n d that , therefore , t he policy of a 
Liberal G o v e r n m e n t should i nc lude r e t r e n c h m e n t of 
na t iona l expendi ture , t he taxat ion of l and values for 
local and imperial purposes , a n d a dras t ic re fo rm of t he 
l icensing laws, a c c o m p a n i e d by a remiss ion of taxes on 
food a n d of local ra tes on the houses of t he people ." 

* * * 

T h e Ki rkca ldy Libera l Associat ion, at a mee t ing last 
m o n t h , unan imous ly a d o p t e d the resolut ion advoca t ing the 
taxat ion of land values, a n d the abol i t ion of all taxes on 
food, as car r ied u n a n i m o u s l y at t h e D u m f r i e s C o n f e r e n c e of 
t he Scot t i sh Libera l Associat ion, r epo r t ed in our issue of 
last m o n t h . 

* • * * 

At a mee t ing of the Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e of t h e Amalga-
m a t e d Society of Rai lway Seivants , he ld 9 /12 /03 , it was 
unan imous ly r e s o l v e d : — 

" T h a t this Execu t ive Commi t t ee , r epresen t ing 60 ,000 
organised workers , takes this, t he earliest oppor tun i ty 
of repud ia t ing the s t a t emen t of Mr . Chamber l a in ' s at 
L iverpool tha t t he organised workers of this count ry 
were not b e h i n d the i r leaders ; be ing workers f rom all 
par t s of t he count ry , mixing daily with t he masses , the 
m e m b e r s of this C o m m i t t e e are emphat ica l ly of t he 
opin ion tha t t he major i ty of working m e n will not 
accep t any taxat ion of f o o d ; fur ther , this C o m m i t t e e 
desi res to express its opin ion tha t a be t te r m e t h o d of 
al leviat ing t h e poverty of t h e coun t ry would be by 
taxat ion of l and values, abol i t ion of min ing royalties, 
a n d nat ional i sa t ion of railways." 

* * * 

At a mee t ing a d d r e s s e d by Mr . J o s e p h H y d e r , in t he 
L i m e h o u s e T o w n Hal l , 9 / 1 2 / 0 3 , Mr. B. Bawn, L .C .C . , pre 
siding (Mr. Will. Crooks , M . P . , a n d Mr. B. Pearce , L ibera l 
c and ida t e for L i m e h o u s e were present ) , t he following reso-
lut ion was carr ied unan imous ly : — 

" T h a t this mee t ing d e n o u n c e s P ro t ec t i on as be ing entirely 
o p p o s e d to the welfare of t h e count ry , be ing calcula ted 
to r e d u c e t rade a n d raise pr ices wi thout increasing 
e i ther e m p l o y m e n t or wages ; a n d , fu r the r , declares its 
op in ion tha t t he best way of rel ieving British industry 
is by r emov ing the b u r d e n of t he land monopo ly which 
is t h e real e n e m y of labour ." 

Mr . J o h n Burns , M.P . , at a mee t ing in t h e Spr ingburn 
(Glasgow) P u b l i c Hal l , he ld 16/12/03, advoca ted a m o n g 
o ther proposals the taxat ion of l and values as s teps to be 
t aken now ra ther than go back to protect ion. 

* * * 

Address ing his const i tuents , 25 /11/03 , Mr . J . H . Whit ley, 
M . P . , again advoca ted the radical a l ternat ive to protec t ion. 
H e said in p a r t : — " R a d i c a l s had never c o n t e n d e d tha t t he 
posit ion of t he people of this count ry was what it shou ld be, 
bu t their r emedy was no t the false r e m e d y of protec t ion , 
which would penal ise t h e masses to benef i t one c l a s s ; it 
was a r emedy which would be a benef i t to manufac tu re r a n d 
workman , a n d shopkeeper , a n d every person who contr i-
b u t e d in good, honest work to t he well-being of t he 
communi ty . I t was the r emedy known as t h e taxat ion of 
l and values—(applause) . W h a t was wrong with this count ry 
was that we had an a r rangement which enab led cer ta in 
monopol i s t s to levy a toll on the indust ry of every m a n and 
woman in t he shape of royalties, rents , a n d land values. I n 
agricul tural mat te r s they found that a m a n was t axed on the 
improvemen t s he m a d e on his land, and in the towns it was 
t h e same. I n s t e a d of taxing land on its real value they taxed 
it on the i m p r o v e m e n t s which were carr ied out o n it, and 
t h e use to which it was pu t . A proof of the in jur ious effec 
of the present system was to be found in t he min ing royalties. 
W h e n people t a lked of t h e compet i t ion of foreign steel, d id 
they r e m e m b e r tha t whereas the F r e n c h a n d G e r m a n s pa id 
a royalty to t he Sta te on the ore of 5d. a ton, our s tee lmakers 
h a d of ten to pay a royalty to the owner of t he l and of 5s. or 
6s. a t o n ? " (Applause . ) A vote of t h a n k s to Mr . Whi t ley 
was carr ied unanimous ly . 

* * * 

At a special mee t ing of over 300 delegates f rom co 
opera t ive societies convened unde r t h e auspices of t he 
Glasgow a n d Suburbs C o n f e r e n c e in t he Glasgow T r a d e s 
Ha l l , Sa turday 12/12/03, a resolut ion was passed by a large 
major i ty in favour of " acqui r ing agricul tural l and in Canada." 
A negat ive resolut ion on the Fiscal Policy, after t he pa t t e rn 
of mos t Libera l associat ions and the C o b d e n Club, was also 
a d o p t e d by a large m a j o r i t y ; as against an a m e n d m e n t 
which, while declar ing against Mr. Chamber la in ' s p roposed 
tax on food " as pernic ious in pr inciple a n d u n s o u n d econo-
mical ly," u rged in favour of "na t iona l i s a t ion of railways 
min ing royalties, and taxat ion of land values ." 

* * * 

T h e Q u e e n ' s P a r k (Eas t Renf rewshi re ) Libera l Associat ion 
recent ly passed a resolut ion 

" R e p u d i a t i n g t h e re-es tabl ishment in any measu re of the 
Corn Laws, or a re turn to long d i sca rded tariff barr iers 
as a m e a n s of p romot ing commerce , recognises with 
sorrow that , in spi te of enormous ly increasing nat ional 
wealth, large n u m b e r s of our popu la t ion still live near 
the pover ty line, a n d urges tha t t he Libera l par ty mus t 
press for their social amel iora t ion by the abol i t ion of 
our system of l and monopo ly t h r o u g h the taxat ion of 
l and values, by grappl ing thoroughly with t he evils of 
t he l iquor t rade, by decrease of na t ional expend i tu re on 
a rmamen t s , and increased a t t en t ion to the educa t ion 
of t he peop le . " 

* * * 

Sir H e n r y Campbe l l B a n n e r m a n , to whom a copy of t he 
resolut ion was sent , repl ied stat ing he cordially agreed with 
its terms. 

* * * 

T h e T y n e s i d e Branch of the Engl i sh L e a g u e for t he 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values have pub l i shed a s tr iking radical 
mani fes to urg ing the a l ternat ive policy. I t takes t he form 
of a four-page leaflet criticising protec t ion , expla ining the 
l and tax, quo te s C o b d e n on taxat ion a n d l and t enu re , a n d 
shadows for th a democra t i c budge t ca lcula ted to l ibera te the 
land , give e m p l o y m e n t to all, a n d cause a m o r e equ i t ab le 
d is t r ibut ion of wealth. T h o s e who s tand for t he taxat ion of 
l a n d values as t h e a l ternat ive policy, a n d who a re in the 
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fiscal fight, o u g h t t o b e a r m e d wi th t h i s leaf le t , i s . p e r 
1 0 0 ; 6s. p e r 1000 , c a r r i a g e pa id , A p p l y t o J a m e s V e i t c h , 
142 B r i g h t o n G r o v e , B r i g h t o n ; a n d R i c h a r d Brown , 3 3 
S t a n t o n S t ree t , N e w c a s t l e - o n - T y n e . 

ENGLISH NEWS A N D NOTES. 
[All communications respecting this column should be sent to the 

General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C.] 

A w e s t - c o u n t r y r e c t o r wri tes : — " I h o p e H e n r y G e o r g e ' s 
' P r o t e c t i o n o r F r e e T r a d e ' is se l l ing well. T h e ' a l t e rna -
t ive p o l i c y ' m u s t b e p u s h e d for all we a r e w o r t h now, 
m e r e n e g a t i o n is n o g o o d . W e m u s t n o t t u r n ou r se lve s 
i n t o t h e ' N e w C o n s e r v a t i v e ' p a r t y as m e r e o p p o n e n t s of 
c h a n g e . Of c o u r s e t h i s is o n l y r e p e a t i n g w h a t you h a v e 
sa id a t h o u s a n d t i m e s . I m e a n , b y s ay ing it aga in , t h a t I 
f ind it is t h e o n e t h i n g w h i c h cal ls o u t a p r o m p t r e s p o n s e 
f r o m e v e r y a u d i e n c e . I was s p e a k i n g a t B u c k f a s t l e i g h o n 
T u e s d a y , a n d t o o k th i s l ine s t rong ly . T h e r e s p o n s e was 
m a r k e d a n d i m m e d i a t e . . . . T h e r e is m u c h stir a n d 
e x c i t e m e n t in t h e W e s t ; m o r e i n t e r e s t a r o u s e d t h a n I h a v e 
s e e n s i n c e 1 8 8 5 . " 

* * * 

T h e " a l t e r n a t i v e p o l i c y " was well to t h e f r o n t at t h e 
D e c e m b e r m e e t i n g of t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n R a d i c a l F e d e r a t i o n , 
w h e n t h e fo l lowing r e s o l u t i o n was m o v e d by Mr . W . C h a s . 
W a d e , s e c o n d e d by M r . W. J . R a m s e y , s u p p o r t e d by M r . 
Lewi s H . B e r e n s , a n d c a r r i e d : — 

" T h a t t h i s C o u n c i l s t rong ly a p p r o v e s of Sir H . C a m p b e l l -
B a n n e r m a n ' s d e c l a r a t i o n , t h a t it is d e s i r a b l e t o a p p l y 
t h e p r i n c i p l e of L a n d V a l u e T a x a t i o n , so t h a t t h e 
b u r d e n of h o u s e r e n t m a y b e l i g h t e n e d , o v e r c r o w d i n g 
d i m i n i s h e d , a n d t h e p r e s s u r e o n m a n u f a c t u r e s r e l i eved . 
T h i s F e d e r a t i o n is of o p i n i o n t h a t s u c h t axa t i on , by 
f r e e i n g t h e l a n d f r o m m o n o p o l y , will o p e n u p a l m o s t 
i n e x h a u s t i b l e e m p l o y m e n t ; t a k e away t h e n e e d to t ax 
c o m m o d i t i e s of da i ly c o n s u m p t i o n ; s e c u r e a su f f i c ien t 
r e v e n u e for t h e m a i n t e n a n c e of t h e n a t i o n ; a n d a b o l i s h 
t h e w i d e s p r e a d m i s e r y t ha t n o w exis t s a f t e r 5 0 years of 
so -ca l l ed F r e e T r a d e . " 

* * * 

A L i b e r a l c a n d i d a t e h a s to ld o n e of t h e of f icers of t h e 
L e a g u e t h a t h e f o u n d t h a t t h e c h i e f t h i n g w h i c h i n t e r e s t e d 
t h e p e o p l e a t h i s m e e t i n g s was t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s . 
H e w a s a m a z e d t h a t t h i s s h o u l d b e so, b u t s a id t ha t " it 
n e v e r f a i l e d to c a t c h o n . " 

* * * 

A s p e c i a l e d i t i o n of 2 0 , 0 0 0 c o p i e s of t h e " R e a l F r e e 
T r a d e " m a n i f e s t o i s sued by t h e T y n e s i d e B r a n c h of t h e 
L e a g u e h a s b e e n p r i n t e d for c i r c u l a t i o n in B i r m i n g h a m at 
the c o s t of a loca l f r i e n d . C o p i e s of t h e m a n i f e s t o m a y still 
b e o b t a i n e d f r o m M r . R i c h a r d B r o w n , 33 S t a n t o n S t ree t , 
N e w c a s t l e - o n - T y n e . 

* + * 

O n D e c e m b e r 9 th , in t he U n i t y C h u r c h , C o a t s w o r t h 
R o a d , G a t e s h e a d , t h e R e v . G . A . F e r g u s o n d e l i v e r e d a 
l e c t u r e o n " H e n r y G e o r g e ' s Soc ia l P h i l o s o p h y . " T h e 
l e c t u r e r o u t l i n e d wi th g r e a t c l e a r n e s s t h e p r i n c i p l e s l a id 
d o w n b y H e n r y G e o r g e , a n d s h o w e d t h a t t h e t a x a t i o n of 
l a n d v a l u e s w o u l d r e l i eve i n d u s t r y of m a n y b u r d e n s a t p r e -
s e n t p l a c e d u p o n it, a n d w o u l d a l so so lve t h e h o u s i n g 
q u e s t i o n , e tc . I t was t h e m o s t u r g e n t l y n e e d e d r e f o r m 
b e f o r e t h e pub l i c , a n d was t h e o n l y a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e fiscal 
p r o p o s a l s of M r . C h a m b e r l a i n . M r . J a m e s V e i t c h , of t h e 
T y n e s i d e B r a n c h of t h e E . L . T . L . V . , was in t h e cha i r , a n d 
t h e r e w a s a g o o d a t t e n d a n c e . D i s c u s s i o n fo l lowed t h e 
l e c t u r e . M r . F e r g u s o n h a d a l r e a d y l e c t u r e d ( N o v . 25) o n 

t h e " L i f e a n d W o r k of H e n r y G e o r g e . " 
* * * 

M r . H o r a c e E c k e r t i n t r o d u c e d a m e a s u r e fo r t h e t a x a t i o n 
of l a n d v a l u e s i n t o t h e M u s w e l l H i l l " P a r l i a m e n t " o n D e c . 
4 t h . T h e r e was a u s e f u l d i s cus s ion , b u t t h e p r o p o s a l was 
defeated . 

I n sp i t e of very b a d w e a t h e r (wr i tes a c o r r e s p o n d e n t ) a n 
a u d i e n c e of in t e l l i gen t p e o p l e a s s e m b l e d o n N o v . 27 t o 
h e a r , s ee a n d a p p r e c i a t e a l e c tu re , i l lus t ra ted w i th l a n t e r n 
s l ides , o n L a n d V a l u e s , e n t i t l e d " T h e C a t , " at t h e M a t t i s o n 
R o a d I n s t i t u t e , H a r i n g a y . I t was g iven by a l ady m e m b e r 
of t h e L e a g u e . All p r e s e n t were t h o r o u g h l y i n t e r e s t e d a n d , 
w i t h o u t d o u b t , i n s t r u c t e d . A t t h e e n d of t h e l e c t u r e t h e 
a u d i e n c e hear t i ly s a n g " G o d S a v e o u r N a t i v e L a n d , " t h e 
w o r d s b e i n g s h o w n 011 t h e s c r e e n . A f t e r a c o r d i a l vo te of 
t h a n k s h a d b e e n p r o p o s e d by t h e c h a i r m a n , t h e R e v . T . J . 
G l a d w i n , a n d c a r r i e d u n a n i m o u s l y , t h e m e e t i n g c o n c l u d e d 
wi th a sa le of t h e L e a g u e ' s l i t e r a tu re . E v i d e n t l y t h e s e e d 
was n o t s o w n o n s t o n y g r o u n d a t H a r i n g a y . 

* * * 

B e f o r e a n in t e l l i gen t a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c a u d i e n c e a t F r i e n d s ' 
M e e t i n g H o u s e , A v e n u e R o a d , A c t o n , t h e l e c t u r e e n t i t l e d 
" T h e C a t ; or , T a x i n g L a n d V a l u e s , " was g iven by a l ady 
m e m b e r of t h e L e a g u e . T h e ca t , a s u sua l s k i p p e d a b o u t 
s p l e n d i d l y by t h e a i d of n u m e r o u s l a n t e r n s l ides , t h e 
a u d i e n c e a d m i t t i n g t h e y h a d n e v e r s e e n o n e l ike it b e f o r e , 
a n d u n d o u b t e d l y t h e y were n o t o n l y g ra t i f i ed b u t e n l i g h t e n e d 
by t h e p e r f o r m a n c e . A f t e r t h e l e c t u r e a c o r d i a l v o t e of 
t h a n k s was p a s s e d t o t h e l ec tu ress , a n d sales of s o m e of t h e 
L e a g u e ' s l i t e r a t u r e t o o k p lace . A c t o n s h o u l d n o w wake u p 
t o t h e r e m e d y , a n d p r o c e e d t o v igo rous ly s p r e a d t h e l ight . * * * 

M e e t i n g s h a v e b e e n a d d i e s s e d d u r i n g D e c e m b e r a t 
B a i l d o n , B ing ley , B u c k f a s t l e i g h , C l a y t o n , C r o y d o n , E x -
m o u t h , N e w S o u t h g a t e , S o u t h w a r k , S u n b u r y - o n - T h a m e s , 
S o w e r b y B r i d g e , a n d T o t n e s . 

* * * 

T h e J a n u a r y m e e t i n g of t h e C e n t r a l C o u n c i l of t h e L e a g u e 
will b e h e l d a t t h e L e a g u e ' s offices, 3 7 6 S t r a n d , o n M o n d a y , 
18 th inst . , a t 8 p . m . 

F R E D K . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.T.L.V. 

THE LIBERAL LEADER ON THE ALTERNATIVE 
POLICY. 

S p e a k i n g a t a L i b e r a l d e m o n s t r a t i o n h e l d a t N e w p o r t o n 
M o n d a y , 3 0 t h N o v e m b e r , Sir H e n r y C a m p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n 
o n c e a g a i n r e f e r r e d in p l a in t e r m s t o t h e s u b j e c t s of l a n d 
t e n u r e a n d t a x a t i o n . H e s a i d : - T h e r e is t h e q u e s t i o n of 
u r b a n r a t i ng . T h e r e is t h e l a n d s y s t e m , so far as it p u t s 
i m p e d i m e n t in t h e way of t h o s e w h o d e s i r e t o l ive o n t h e 
l a n d a n d to w o r k it. N o w , w h a t is o u r r a t i n g sys t em, t o 
t a k e it first ? I t is a t ax u p o n i n d u s t r y or l a b o u r , u p o n 
e n t e r p r i s e , u p o n i m p r o v e m e n t ; i t is a tax w h i c h is t h e d i r e c t 
c a u s e of m u c h of t h e su f f e r ing a n d o v e r c r o w d i n g in t h e 
t owns . A n d let u s a lways r e m e m b e r th i s , t h a t w h e n w e 
s p e a k of o v e r c r o w d i n g t h a t o v e r c r o w d i n g is n o t o n l y a 
s y m p t o m b u t a c a u s e of pove r ty , b e c a u s e it d e m o r a l i s e s i ts 
v i c t ims , a n d it is la rge ly c a u s e d by t h r o w i n g r a t e s o n s i te 
va lues . T h e s e c o n d g r e a t s u b j e c t , t o w h i c h I will n o m o r e 
t h a n a l l u d e , w o u l d b e t o i m p r o v e o u r l a n d s y s t e m a n d o u r 
a g r i c u l t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s , so as to Keep m o r e m e n o n t h e soil 
a n d t a k e t h e m b a c k t o it. W e h a v e b e e n to ld t h a t we h a v e 
a g rea t e s t a t e t o d e v e l o p in t h e C o l o n i e s ; we h a v e a still 
g r e a t e r e s t a t e t o d e v e l o p h e r e u n d e r o u r very eyes . ( C h e e r s . ) 
T h e P r o t e c t i o n i s t te l ls u s F r e e T r a d e h a s r u i n e d a g r i c u l t u r e . 
L e t u s first of all t ry t h e e x p e r i m e n t of p u t t i n g t h e p e o p l e 
b a c k o n t h e soil, a n d e n c o u r a g i n g t h e m t o e n g a g e all t h e i r 
ene rg i e s in i ts i m p r o v e m e n t , a n d let u s ge t r id of a n y t h i n g 
t h a t h i n d e r s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of a g r i c u l t u r e ; r e s t r i c t i o n s 
t h a t we h a v e o u t g r o w n a n d h a b i t s t h a t b e l o n g t o a 
p a t r i a r c h a l s y s t e m o u g h t t o h a v e p a s s e d away . T h i s w o u l d 
b e a po l i cy m o r e l ike ly t h a n t a x i n g t h e t o w n s m a n for h i s 
b r e a d a n d t h e f a r m e r fo r h i s a p p l i a n c e s a n d h i s f o o d s tuffs , 
whi le t h e l a n d l o r d s a n d m a n u f a c t u r e r s s h a r e in t h e p r o c e e d s 
t h a t c o m e of it. T h e o n e is a p o l i c y w h i c h will a d d t o t h e 
w e a l t h of t h e c o u n t r y a n d se t f r e e f r e s h s o u r c e s of e n e r g y ; 
t h e o t h e r is a po l i cy w h i c h , w h i l e it m a y m a k e r i ch m e n 
r i che r , will c e r t a i n l y m a k e p o o r m e n p o o r e r . ( C h e e r s , ) 



Land Values. Januaiy, I904, 

THE LAND QUESTION IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. Allen H a d d o c k , in t h e Botley (Yorksh i re ) Reporter, 
recent ly s a i d : — " T h e l a n d in A m e r i c a is o w n e d by the 
p e o p l e a n d cu l t iva ted b y t h e owners , wi th no fear if t h e tiller 
s c ra t ches t h e soil or m a k e s it p r o d u c t i v e t h a t his r en t will be 
ra ised as in E n g l a n d or I r e l a n d . " 

W o u l d t o G o d this were t rue . A wri ter in a W e s t e r n 
per iod ica l sugges ts t ha t progress ive , p r o s p e r o u s A m e r i c a can 
lea rn s o m e t h i n g f r o m d o w n t r o d d e n pover ty -s t r i cken I r e l a n d . 

. . . L e s s o n s tha t I r e l a n d has l e a r n e d in so . row h e c o m -
m e n d s to t h e p e o p l e of th is coun t ry . " F i r s t , t ha t n o m a n 
c a n be f r ee w h o d o e s n o t abso lu te ly con t ro l his m e a n s of 
e x i s t e n c e — t h a t is t o say, t h e l and f r o m which he m a k e s his 
l i v i n g ; s e c o n d , t ha t when th i s m e a n s of ex i s tence has been 
a c q u i r e d by o thers , w h o m a k e h im a t e n a n t a n d a serf, it 
m u s t be r e s t o r e d to t h o s e w h o use it, at wha teve r cos t . " 

Why shou ld not A m e r i c a , goes o n t h e writer , t ake a lesson 
f r o m I r e l a n d ' s t r oub le s a n d prof i t by t h e wisdom at p r e sen t 
d i r ec t ed t o the i r c u r e ? L a n d m o n o p o l y is slowly, bu t 
s teadi ly , f a s t en ing its c l u t c h e s u p o n th i s na t ion , a n d is 
c h a n g i n g t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e c o u n t r y f rom a land of free 
a n d inde i e n d e n t l abou r to a new s e r f d o m in a new feuda l i sm. 
I n t he last t en years t h e p r o p o r t i o n of t e n a n t f a rmer s 
t h r o u g h o u t t he U n i t e d S ta tes has inc reased f rom 25 p e r c e n t , 
t o 35 per cen t . , a n d th i s p rocess is rap id ly going o n in t he 
r iches t agr icu l tura l d is t r ic ts . W e still r e ta in u p o n our s t a tu t e 
b o o k s l a w , t ha t allow t h e m o s t va luab l e pub l i c l a n d s to be 
s e c u r t d by specula tors , i n s t ead of b e i n g reserved for real 
home-seeke r s . T h e s e specu la to r s will t r a d e u p o n t he 
necess i t ies of t h e m e n w h o wan t l a n d t o suppo r t their famil ies , 
a n d wiil e n d by r e d u c i n g t h e m to d e p e n d e n t t enan t s . 

T h e writer c o n t i n u e s : — " S h a l l t h e a b s o r p t i o n of mi l l ions 
of acres of r ich agr icu l tu ra l lands , now o w n e d by t h e p e o p l e 
in fee-s imple , go o n u n c h e c k e d unt i l t h e last ac re is g o n e ? " 

T h i s wri ter fa i led to m e n t i o n an i m p o r t a n t fact , viz., tha t 
a very large p r o p o r t i o n of t h e 65 p e r cent , of t he f a r m s now 
o w n e d by t h e m e n w h o till t h e m , a re so heavily m o r t g a g e d 
t h a t they are only n o m i n a l owners . I n t h e ci t ies t he 
c o n d i t i o n is inf ini te ly worse . S ince 1895, in t he shor t pe r iod 
of 8 years, in t h e d is t r ic ts of M a n h a t t a n a n d t he B r o n x , in 
G r e a t e r N e w York , t h e n u m b e r of l a n d o w n e r s has d i m i n i s h e d 
f r o m 27 ,000 t o 19,000. I n o t h e r words , 2 ,000 ,000 p e o p l e 
m u s t pay t o 19 ,000 id lers annua l ly t h e s u m of 20 ,000 ,000 
p o u n d s s ter l ing, for t h e pr ivi lege of ex i s tence . 

W i t h i n a r ad ius of a few mi les f r o m w h e r e t he wri ter is 
l oca t ed a re n u m e r o u s e s t a t e s of f rom 2 .000 to 25 ,000 acres, 
w o r k e d b y whi te m e n w h o rece ive as wages two p o u n d s pe r 
m o n t h , wi th ra t ions of 30 lbs. of salt b a c o n a n d a b u s h e l of 
corn-meal . T h e y live, or r a the r exist , in c ab in s a n d m a n a g e 
to s u p p o r t famil ies . A large p r o p o r t i o n of t h e m e n can 
ne i t he r r ead nor write, a n d h a v e a v a c a n t look , l ike t he 
" M a n with t h e H o e . " 

T h e writer s h o w e d M r . H a d d o c k ' s le t ter to a very intelli-
g e n t t e n a n t f a rmer . H e l a u g h e d a n d sa id t h e g e n t l e m a n 
o u g h t to c o m e over to A m e r i c a a n d see c o n d i t i o n s as they 
really are . " W h y , " said he , " I work two d a y s for m y land-
lord for every day I put in for m y fami ly , a n d I d o n ' t k n o w 
w h e r e t o go t o b e t t e r my c o n d i t i o n . " H e paid two th i rd s of 
h is c rop as r en t a n d m e n t i o n e d o t h e r s w h o were p a y i n g as 
h igh as th ree - four ths . 

T h e r e a re vas t e s t a t e s in A m e r i c a . T h e firm of Mil ler & 
L u x own over 1 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ac res in Ca l i fo rn ia . T h i s would 
m a k e a coun t ry near ly as large as I r e l a n d or S c o t l a n d , a n d 
near ly one-half as large as E n g l a n d . I t was b o u g h t for a 
s o n g as a n old Span i sh g r a n t b e f o r e A m e r i c a took t h e c o u n t r y 
f r o m M e x i c o . T h e " X . I . T . " r a n c h in T e x a s c o n t a i n s 
3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ac res a n d i n c l u d e s qu i t e a n u m b e r of coun t i e s . 
A H o l l a n d synd i ca t e owns 1 ,700 ,000 ac re s in N e w Mexico . 
O u t s i d e of t h e h u g e t rac ts he ld by ra i l roads , t h e s e are a m o n g 
t h e grea tes t es ta tes , m e a s u r e d by a rea . B u t m e a s u r e d by 
va lue , they p a l e i n to ins igni f icance c o m p a r e d with t he 
h o l d i n g s posses sed by J o h n I) . R o c k e f e l l e r , t h e S t a n d a r d 
oil k ing . H e is t h e p r inc ipa l owner of t h e mine ra l r e sou rces 

of t he coun t ry . H i s coal , i ron, oil, c o p p e r , silver, gold , 
s o d a a n d o ther mine ra l l ands , t i m b e r lands , r a i l road r ights-
of-way, wharfage , t e rmina l l ands , indus t r ia l , bus iness a n d 
r e s idence sites, water power , etc. , exceed in va lue 
100 ,000 ,000 p o u n d s sterl ing. Wil l iam Waldor f As to r ' s 
laneis, exclusive of i m p r o v e m e n t s , in N e w Y o r k City, would 
sell for 30 ,000 ,000 p o u n d s . Amer i ca is rap id ly pass ing in to 
t h e h a n d s of a h a n d f u l of f euda l barons . T h e r e has b e e n 
n o t h i n g in his tory t o c o m p a r e with it s ince vast es ta tes a te 
ou t t he hear t of t h e R o m a n E m p i r e . A l r eady l a n d l o r d i s m 
a n d privi lege a b s o r b s t he l ion 's sha re of t h e p r o d u c t of 
Amer i can l abour . 

T h e Steel T r u s t , capi ta l ized at 280 mil l ion p o u n d s , pays 
d i v i d e n d s of 10 p e r cent , o n tha t a m o u n t , over 90 p e r cent , 
of which d i v i d e n d s is t r i bu te d u e to its privileges, as dis-
t i ngu i shed f rom t h e leg i t imate in teres t o n its ac tual , t ang ib le 
capi ta l . I t pays taxes to t h e a m o u n t of 4 7 0 , 0 0 0 p o u n d s , or 
2 pe r cen t , of its a n n u a l t r ibu te . T h e coal b a r o n s a re 
f avoured in t h e s a m e way. Coa l l ands wor th 5 ,000 t o 6 ,000 
p o u n d s pe r ac re a re a s s t s s e d for taxa t ion at f r o m 12 shil l ings 
to 6 p o u n d s . R a i l r o a d s a n d mun ic ipa l pub l i c ut i l i t ies are 
assessed a t f rom 5 per cen t , to x 5 per cen t , of the i r t rue 
value, while t h e small home-owner is assessed at f rom 5 0 to 
120 pe r cen t . T h i s sys tem of favour ing t he p lu tocracy at 
t h e expense of t he p r o d u c i n g popu la t i on c a n n o t fail t o resul t 
in a na t ion of l and lo rds a n d serfs, a r i s tocra ts a n d p lebe ians . 

For ty years of a lmost u n i n t e r r u p t e d power has c o r r u p t e d 
t h e R e p u b l i c a n par ty a n d m a d e it t h e subse rv ien t too l of 
p lu tocracy . F o r t y years as a nega t ive par ty a lmos t d e s t r o j e d 
t h e D e m o c r a t i c organiza t ion . Seven years ago t h e par ty 
t h r e w o u t t he p lu toc ra t i c lc. de r s a n d p r o n o u n c e d for t he 
r igh ts of m a n . Whi le t h e m e a r s j r o p o ^ e i for l abour ' s 
e m a n c i p a t i o n were woeful ly shor t s igh ted , t h e i n t en t was good . 
H o n . T o m L . J o h n s o n , M a y o r of t h e City of C leve l and , 
Oh io , has s o u n d e d t h e key-note . P lu toc racy can only be 
p e r m a n e n t l y ove r th rown by the power of taxa t ion . J o h n s o n 
is t h e f o r e m o s t e x p o n e n t in pub l i c life of t he theor ies of t he 
la te H e n r y G e o r g e . H e has d e d i c a t e d his life, h is f o r t u n e 
a n d his t a len ts t o t he r e scue of his c o u n t r y f rom t h e pluto-
cracy which has all bu t engu l fed it. H e is giving t he 
privi leged classes a g e n u i n e scare. T h e d i sc red i t ed p lu to -
c ra t i c l eaders of t he p a i t y a re m a k i n g f ran t i c ef for ts t o 
d i sc red i t h im be fo re t he peop le a n d t o recover con t ro l of t h e 
organiza t ion , wi th t he o b j e c t of secur ing p e a c e of m i n d to 
the i r pr iv i leged cl ients . 

M r . H a d d o c k wou ld d o well t o s tudy A m e r i c a n c o n d i t i o n s 
a t first h a n d a n d no t b e u n d u l y i n f l u e n c e d by t h e pros-
pec tuses of emig ra t ion c o m p a n i e s . 

A L B E R T E D W A R D F R E E L A N D . 

W e deep ly regre t to have t o r eco rd t h e d e a t h of M r . D i o n 
W h i t e h e a d , agen t of t he F inanc i a l R e f o r m Assoc ia t ion , 
which took p lace at his h o m e in W i g a n , o n T h u r s d a y , xoth 
D e c e m b e r . Mr . W h i t e h e a d was an a b l e a n d ac t ive worke r 
in t he m o v e m e n t for t h e taxa t ion of l a n d values . I n go ing 
a b o u t t he c o u n t r y on beha l f of t h e Associa t ion he h a d m a n y 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s of s ta t ing t h e case for l a n d r e fo rm a n d jus t 
taxa t ion . K n o w i n g the ques t ion in all its detai ls , h e won 
f r i ends a n d suppor t e r s for the mov< m e n t , b o t h by p e r s o n a l 
i n f luence a n d by t he j u d i c i o u s d i s t r ibu t ion of l i te ra ture . H e 
was a f luent speaker , always r eady a n d willing to assist o n 
t h e p la t fo rm. H i s ea rnes tnes s a n d man i f e s t s incer i ty , n o 
less t h a n his weal th of facts a n d figures re la t ing t o social 
p r o b l e m s , e n a b l e d h i m to give ins t ruc t ive lectures , a n d to 
readi ly en t e r i n to d e b a t e . I n t h e pass ing of Mr . W h i t e h e a d 
t h e m o v e m e n t has lost a loyal a n d act ive suppo r t e r , b u t it is 
gra t i fy ing t o k n o w tha t his work will c o n t i n u e in m a n y 
d i f ferent p l aces by t he m e n h e was success fu l in br inging , in 
an e n l i g h t e n e d way, i n to t h e s t ruggle for e c o n o m i c f r e e d o m . 
Mr . W h i t e h e a d h a d e n j o y e d but ind i f fe ren t hea l th s ince t h e 
d e a t h of his wife e i g h t e e n m o n t h s ago. T h i s was a great 
sorrow, f r o m which h e never qu i t e r ecovered . W e e x t e n d 
t o his family ou r s inceres t sympa thy . 
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S c o t t i s h m o t e s a n f c m e w s . 

[Scottish readers of Land Values are invited to send news for this 
column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated.] 

T h e Fifeshire Advertiser, 1 2 / 1 2 / 0 3 , c o n t a i n s a f o u r c o l u m n 
r e p o r t of a n a d d r e s s d e l i v e r e d by C o u n c i l o r R . C. L o c k h a r t , 
K i r k c a l d y , t o t h e K i r k c a l d y B r a n c h of t h e Y o u n g S c o t s 
Soc ie ty , o n t h e s u b j e c t of " T h e R a i s i n g of a n I m p e r i a l 
R a c e . " M r . L o c k h a r t , w h o is a m e m b e r of t h e L e a g u e , 
a d v o c a t e d as a n i m p o r t a n t s t e p t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d va lues . 
H e q u o t e d C o b d e n t o g o o d p u r p o s e , a n d g a v e seve ra l 
s t r i k ing i l l u s t r a t ions of l a n d m o n o p o l y in t owns . T h e 
l e c t u r e was a l so d e l i v e r e d to a local l i t e ra ry soc ie ty . I t is 
s u c h g o o d work t h a t b r i n g s o u r ideas t o t h e f r o n t , a n d t h e r e 
is r o o m fo r s imi la r e f fo r t s in m a n y o t h e r c e n t r e s . 

* * * 

T h e Po l i t i ca l E c o n o n y Class , 13 D u n d a s S t r ee t , G lasgow, 
finished t h e first ha l f sess ion ' s c o u r s e of l e c t u r e s o n W e d n e s -
day , 2 3 r d D e c e m b e r . M r . R e i d a n d M r . Cas se l s h a v e 
c o n d u c t e d t h e s e m e e t i n g s with d e c i d e d succes s , a n d wi th 
t h e c o r d i a l a p p r e c i a t i o n of all w h o h a v e a t t e n d e d . Po l i t i ca l 
E c o n o m y is gene ra l l y t a k e n to b e a d r y s u b j e c t , b u t in t h e 
h a n d s of a b l e s t u d e n t s l ike M r . R e i d a n d M r . C a s s e l s it is 
m a d e d e l i g h t f u l l y ^ i n t e r e s t i n g , a n d in a way t h a t m a i n t a i n s a 
r e g u l a r g o o d a t t e n d a n c e . T h e s e c o n d half s e s s ion ' s c o u r s e 
b e g i n s o n W e d n e s d a y , 13 th J a n u a r y , 1904, at 8 p . m . 

* * # 

M r . W m . R e i d s u m m a r i s e d t h e first twe lve c h a p t e r s of 
H e n r y G e o r g e ' s " S o c i a l P r o b l e m s " t o t h e Fa lk i rk Y o u n g 
S c o t s a t t h e i r R e a d i n g C las s o n M o n d a y , 3 0 t h N o v e m b e r . 
A m e m b e r of t h e c lass w r i t e s : " I wish we h a d M r . R e i d 
o f t e n e r . I a m s u r e h i s l e c t u r e will d o a lo t of g o o d . " 

* * * 

T h e C a l t o n ( G l a s g o w ) P a r i s h C h u r c h L i t e r a r y Soc i e ty 
d e v o t e d a n i g h t las t m o n t h t o " F r e e T r a d e v P r o t e c t i o n . " 
T h e r e w e r e f o u r t e e n s p e a k e r s , e l e v e n of t h e s e w e r e in f a v o u r 
of F r e e T r a d e , w h i c h was c a r r i e d a t t h e c lo se of a m o s t 
i n t e l l i gen t d i s c u s s i o n by 22 t o 12. M o s t of t h e s p e a k e r s 
u r g e d t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d v a l u e s a s t h e a l t e r n a t i v e pol icy , 
a n d as t h e s t e p t o w a r d s c o m p l e t e f r e e t r a d e . T h e p r o -
t e c t i o n i s t s f ree ly a d m i t t e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e l a n d 
q u e s t i o n , b u t h e l d it t o b e a q u e s t i o n fo r s p e c i a l t r e a t m e n t 
a p a r t f r o m t h e p r e s e n t f iscal i s sue . 

* * * 

M r . D a v i d Casse l s , J u n . ( G l a s g o w ) , wr i t es a c o l u m n l e t t e r 
t o t h e Scottish Co-operator, 1 8 / 1 2 / 0 3 , o n t h e " F i s c a l P o l i c y , " 
in w h i c h h e a d v o c a t e s t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d va lues , a n d t h e 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g a b o l i t i o n of all t axes o n i n d u s t r y a n d t h e 
f ru i t s of i n d u s t r y . T h e r e is a b ig d e m a n d for s imi l a r 
" l e t t e r s t o t h e e d i t o r " a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e ! 

* * * 
Silvio Gese l l , G e n e v a , Swi t ze r l and , s e n d s 5s . , a n d w r i t e s : 

" I r e a d Land Values a lways with p l e a s u r e ; t h e r e j o i c i n g 
n e w s it b r i n g s of t h e m o v e m e n t l e a d s m e t o s t r ong ly e n t e r -
ta in t h e h o p e t h a t we of th is g e n e r a t i o n m a y cu l l t h e f r u i t s 
of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s w o r k . " 

* • * 

S p e a k i n g a t J e d b u r g h , 1 8 / 1 2 / 0 3 , M r . J . M . H o g g e , of t h e 
Y o u n g S c o t s Soc ie ty , s a i d : " T h e L i b e r a l P a r t y o u g h t t o 
a d v a n c e a n a l t e r n a t i v e pol icy , a n d h i s p r o p o s a l was to f r e e 
t h e l a n d , so t h a t t h e p e o p l e m i g h t h a v e f r e e d o m of a c c e s s t o 
t h e m e a n s of l i v e l i h o o d . " T h i s is ve ry p la in , a n d s t r a igh t 
t o t h e p o i n t . T h e n e x t s t ep is t o h a v e t h e Y o u n g S c o t s 
d r o p t h e i r off icial L i b e r a l - C o b d e n - C l u b n e g a t i v e a t t i t u d e , 
a n d a d v o c a t e bo ld ly in t h e f r e e t r a d e r e s o l u t i o n s p a s s e d a t 
t h e i r p u b l i c m e e t i n g s , t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d va lues . 

* * # 

M e e t i n g s w e r e a d d r e s s e d las t m o n t h a t H a w i c k a n d 
Se lk i rk , by H . S. M u r r a y ; G l a s g o w ( F a b i a n S o c i e t y ) , W . R . 

L e s t e r ; D e n n y ( Y o u n g Sco t s ) , J o h n O r r ; G l a s g o w (Cow-
c a d d e n s L i t e r a r y S o c i e t y ) , W. D . H a m i l t o n ; I n d e p e n d e n t 
L a b o u r P a r t y ( G l a s g o w C e n t r a l B r a n c h ) , G l a s g o w (S t . 
M u n g o S t r e e t U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h ) , S t o n e h o u s e (Soc i a l R e -
f o r m Soc ie ty ) , L a r b e r t ( Y o u n g S c o t s ) , J o h n P a u l . 

* * * 
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THE DEATH OF HERBERT SPENCER. 

" G i v e n a r ace of b e i n g s h a v i n g l ike c l a i m s t o p u r s u e t h e 
o b j e c t s of t h e i r d e s i r e s — g i v e n a w o r l d a d a p t e d t o t h e gra t i -
fication of t h o s e d e s i r e s — a w o r l d i n t o w h i c h s u c h b e i n g s 
a r e s imi la r ly b o r n , a n d it u n a v o i d a b l y fo l lows t h a t t h e y h a v e 
e q u a l r i gh t s t o t h e u s e of th i s w o r l d . F o r if e a c h of t h e m 
' h a s f r e e d o m to d o a l l t h a t h e wills p r o v i d e d h e i n f r i n g e s 
n o t t h e e q u a l f r e e d o m of a n y o t h e r , ' t h e n e a c h of t h e m is 
f r e e t o u s e t h e e a r t h f o r t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n of h i s wan t s , p r o -
v i d e d h e a l lows al l o t h e r s t h e s a m e l iber ty . A n d c o n -
verse ly , it is m a n i f e s t t h a t n o o n e , o r p a r t of t h e m , m a y u s e 
t h e e a r t h i n s u c h a way a s t o p r e v e n t t h e r e s t f r o m s imi la r ly 
u s i n g i t ; s e e i n g t h a t t o d o t h i s is t o a s s u m e g r e a t e r f r e e d o m 
t h a n t h e rest , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y t o b r e a k t h e law. E q u i t y , 
t h e r e f o r e , d o e s n o t p e r m i t p r o p e r t y in l a n d . " — S o c i a / 
Statics, 1831. 

T h e d e a t h of M r . H e r b e r t S p e n c e r , w h i c h t o o k p l a c e 
a t B r i g h t o n o n t h e n i n t h o f l a s t m o n t h , w i l l r e c a l l t h e 
a b o v e w o r d s t o t h e m i n d s o f t h o u s a n d s o f l a n d r e f o r m e r s 
i n e v e r y p a r t o f t h e w o r l d . T r u e i t i s t h a t i n h i s o l d a g e 
h e e n d e a v o u r e d t o r e c a l l t h e m , m a y e v e n h a v e w i s h e d 
t h e m u n w r i t t e n , b u t t h i s c a n o n l y l e s s e n , n o t e n t i r e l y 
e r a d i c a t e t h e d e e p g r a t i t u d e t h e y o w e t o t h e m a n w h o , 
i n t h e p r i m e o f h i s l i f e . i n t h e f u l l v i g o u r o f h i s r e a s o n i n g 
p o w e r s , v o i c e d t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l c l a i m s i n s u c h a 
c o n v i n c i n g a n d u n a n s w e r a b l e m a n n e r a s h a s n e v e r 
b e e n i m p r o v e d u p o n e i t h e r b e f o r e o r s i n c e . T o o u r 
m i n d , t h o u g h H e r b e r t S p e n c e r h a d n e v e r w r i t t e n 
a n o t h e r p a g e s a v e t h e c e l e b r a t e d N i n t h C h a p t e r o f h i s 
" S o c i a l S t a t i c s , " t h i s a l o n e w o u l d h a v e e n t i t l e d h i m 
t o a h i g h p o s i t i o n i n t h e h i s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h i c 
t h o u g h t . W e h a v e n o c l a i m t o p r o n o u n c e j u d g m e n t 
o n t h e v a l u e o f t h e p o n d e r o u s v o l u m e s i n w h i c h a r e 
c o n t a i n e d t h e t e a c h i n g s o f t h e S y n t h e t i c P h i l o s o p h y , 
b u t w e f e e l s u r e t h a t w e a r e v o i c i n g t h e s e n t i m e n t s o f t h e 
m a j o r i t y o f o u r r e a d e r s w h e n w e v e n t u r e t o a c k n o v v s 
l e d g e o u r a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e m a n w h o w a s a m o n g 
t h e f i r s t t o p r o c l a i m t o t h e w o r l d t h a t " E t h i c a l t r u t h 
i s a s e x a c t a n d p e r e m p t o r y a s p h y s i c a l t r u t h , a n d t h a t 
i n t h i s m a t t e r o f l a n d t e n u r e t h e v e r d i c t o f m o r a l i t y 
m u s t b e d i s t i n c t l y ^ o r nay. E i t h e r m e n have a r i g h t 
t o m a k e t h e s o i l p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , o r t h e y have not. 
T h e r e is n o m e d i u m . W e m u s t c h o o s e o n e of t h e t w o 
p o s i t i o n s . T h e r e c a n b e n o h a l f a n d h a l f o p i n i o n 
I n t h e n a t u r e o f t h i n g s t h e f a c t m u s t b e e i t h e r o n e 
w a y o r t h e o t h e r . " — I . . H . B . 
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« OUR POLICY." 

" W e w o u l d s i m p l y t a k e f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t b e l o n g s 
t o t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s t o l a n d b y t h e 
g r o w t h of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l e a v e s a c r e d t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
a l l t h a t b e l o n g s t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l . " — H e n r y George. 

OUR FISCAL POLICY. 

T H E CRUX OF T H E W H O L E DISCUSSION. 

" F o r m y pa r t , I i m a g i n e t h a t if t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of M a r s 
w o u l d be' g o o d e n o u g h t o d u m p d o w n u p o n o u r p l a n e t eve ry 
y e a r a few h u n d r e d m i l l i o n s w o r t h of b a l e s of c o t t o n , b u s h e l s 
of w h e a t , h o g s h e a d s of s u g a r , c h e a p c u t l e r y , c locks , w a t c h e s , 
ha t s , b o o t s , r e a d y - m a d e c l o t h e s , a n d o t h e r u s e f u l a r t i c les , 
we s h o u l d b e e x t r e m e l y g r a t e f u l t o t h e m . " — F r o m a l e t t e r b y 
" H i s t o r i c u s , " in a r e c e n t n u m b e r of t h e Standard. 

I n t h e a b o v e w o r d s a w e l l - k n o w n c o r r e s p o n d e n t of t h e 
Standard, " H i s t o r i c u s , " s u m m a r i s e s a n a r g u m e n t w h i c h 
m a y t o - d a y b e h e a r d f r o m every o r t h o d o x F r e e T r a d e p l a t -
f o r m , a n d o n e w h i c h is e v i d e n t l y r e g a r d e d b y t h o s e w h o 
v e n t u r e t o u s e it a s e n t i r e l y c o n c l u s i v e . S o c o n c l u s i v e d i d 
it s e e m t o t h e e d i t o r of t h e London Daily News t h a t h e 
t h o u g h t it w o r t h y t o b e r e p r o d u c e d in t h e " F r e e T r a d e 
D i a r y " w h i c h t h a t g r e a t o r g a n of p r o g r e s s i v e L i b e r a l t h o u g h t 
is n o w p u b l i s h i n g da i ly . T o t h e p r o v e r b i a l m a n in t h e 
s t r ee t , i n d e e d , if h e h a p p e n s t o b e a " F r e e T r a d e r , " it 
w o u l d s e e m as if t h e r e c o u l d b e n o p o s s i b l e d i s s e n t f r o m 
t h i s c o n c l u s i o n . B u t , u n l e s s m u c h of o u r pas t l a b o u r h a s 
b e e n s p e n t in va in , w e fee l t h a t e v e r y c o n s t a n t r e a d e r of o u r 
p a p e r , e v e r y o n e w h o h a s a n y k n o w l e d g e of t h e a r g u m e n t s 
by w h i c h o u r c o n s t a n t d e m a n d fo r a fiscal po l i cy b a s e d u p o n 
t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d v a l u e s is d e f e n d e d , a n y r ea l i n s i g h t i n t o 
t h e f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e s u p o n w h i c h it is f o u n d e d , will a t 
o n c e rea l i se i ts i n s u f f i c i e n c y , i ts h o l l o w n e s s , a n d i ts fa l lacy . 

/ ' 
/ 

W e will a t o n c e a d m i t t h a t all t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h i s 
p l a n e t ought to have eve ry r e a s o n " t o b e e x t r e m e l y g r a t e f u l ' 
t o t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of M a r s if t h e y w e r e t o ac t in t h e v e r y 
g e n e r o u s m a n n e r a s a b o v e d e s c r i b e d . B u t we d o u b t ve ry 
m u c h w h e t h e r u n d e r t h e p e c u l i a r soc ia l l aws a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s 
t o - d a y p r e v a i l i n g in o u r m i d s t t h e m a j o r i t y of us w o u l d h a v e 
a n y rea l r e a s o n t o b e so. I n fac t , w e a r e s t rong ly of t h e 
o p i n i o n t h a t u n d e r s u c h a s s u m e d c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e m a j o r i t y 
of u s w o u l d find o u r p o s i t i o n m a t e r i a l l y c h a n g e d fo r t h e 
worse , a n d h a v e eve ry r e a s o n t o b e e x t r e m e l y a n g r y wi th , 
i n s t e a d of " e x t r e m e l y g r a t e f u l t o " t h e m fo r t h e i r p r o b a b l y 
w e l l - m e a n i n g b u t e x t r e m e l y m i s c h i e v o u s b e n e f i c e n t ac t iv i ty . 

I g n o r a n t of o u r laws, t h i n k i n g , p e r h a p s , t h a t B r i t i s h I s l e s 
rea l ly m e a n t t h e I s l e s of t h e Br i t i sh , t h e s e g e n e r o u s i n h a b i -
t a n t s of M a r s m i g h t " d u m p d o w n " s u c h p o r t i o n of t h e i r 
g i f t s as t h e y i n t e n d e d fo r t h e u s e a n d e n j o y m e n t of t h e 
p e o p l e of t h e s e i s l ands , n o t on l a n d spec ia l ly d e v o t e d by 
A c t of P a r l i a m e n t t o t h e u s e a n d e n j o y m e n t of t h e p u b l i c 
a t la rge , b u t o n s o m e p r iva t e ly o w n e d p o r t i o n of o u r n a t i v e 
c o u n t r y . T h e n , m a n i f e s t l y , t h e so le u s e a n d e n j o y m e n t of 
t h e s e c o m m o d i t i e s w o u l d a c c r u e t o t h e f o r t u n a t e l ega l i s ed 
o w n e r of t h i s spec ia l ly f a v o u r e d p o r t i o n of G r e a t B r i t a i n . 

O r e v e n if w e i m a g i n e t h e s e c o m m o d i t i e s " d u m p e d 
d o w n " m o r e or less e q u a l l y over eve ry p a r t of o u r i s l a n d , w e 
c a n n o t s e e t h a t t h e vas t m a j o r i t y of u s w o u l d in a n y way b e 
b e n e f i t e d t h e r e b y . F o r t h e so le r i g h t t o co l l ec t t h e m , l ike 
t h e so le r i gh t t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e of t h e n a t u r a l b o u n t i e s 
a l r e a d y s h o w e r e d d o w n u p o n us , w o u l d a c c r u e so le ly a n d 
e n t i r e l y t o t h e f o r t u n a t e few t o w h o m t h e u s e , o w n e r s h i p , 
a n d c o n t r o l of t h e l a n d of o u r c o u n t r y h a v e b e e n legal ly 
s e c u r e d . T h e s e w o u l d b e a b l e t o a p p r o p r i a t e to t h e m s e l v e s 
al l t h e g o o d a n d u s e f u l t h i n g s t h e k i n d i n h a b i t a n t s of M a r s 
" d u m p e d d o w n " for t h e use a n d e n j o y m e n t of ail . T h e 
a n n u a l u n i m p r o v e d , o r s i t e v a l u e of w h a t t h e y ca l l " t h e i r 
p r o p e r t y " w o u l d b e i n c r e a s e d p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y t o t h e v a l u e 
of t h e c o m m o d i t i e s t h u s " d u m p e d d o w n " u p o n it, a n d t h e i r 
r e n t ro l l s w o u l d p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y i n c r e a s e . B u t t h e r e s t o f 
t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e s e i s l ands , t h e l a n d l e s s , w o u l d h a v e n o 
r i gh t t o a n y of t h e s e t h ings , a n d , a s t o - d a y , w o u l d h a v e t o 
p a y t h e l a n d l o r d s e i t h e r in c o m m o d i t i e s o r in se rv ices , 
m e n i a l a n d o t h e r w i s e , for a n y s u c h p o r t i o n s a s t h e y m i g h t 
r e q u i r e t o k e e p b o d y a n d s o u l t o g e t h e r . T h u s it is d i f f i cu l t 
t o s e e h o w t h e m a j o r i t y of o u r f e l l o w - c o u n t r y m e n , t h e l a n d -
l e s s m a s s e s of o u r c o u n t r y , w o u l d in way b e a d v a n t a g e d by 
t h e g e n e r o u s g i f t s of t h e g e n e r o u s i n h a b i t a n t s of M a r s . 

N a y , o b v i o u s l y t h e i r p o s i t i o n w o u l d b e ma te r i a l l y w o r s e n e d . 
O f c o u r s e , if t h e l a n d l o r d s w e r e t o o lazy, o r le t u s say t o o b u s y 
f r a m i n g laws a n d fiscal po l i c i e s for t h e d u e p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i r 
o w n v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s in t h e M a r t i a n gif ts , t o d o t h e n e c e s s a r y 
w o r k t h e m s e l v e s , s o m e f ew of t h e l a n d l e s s m i g h t find a m o r e 
o r less p r e c a r i o u s e m p l o y m e n t in c o l l e c t i n g for t h e s e n o b l e 
g e n t r y a l l t h e g o o d t h i n g s t h u s " d u m p e d d o w n " u p o n th i s 
f o r t u n a t e c o u n t r y . O b v i o u s l y , h o w e v e r , t h e s e w o u l d b e a s 
n o t h i n g c o m p a r e d wi th t h e m a n y m i l l i o n s t o d a y e m p l o y e d 
in g r o w i n g w h e a t , e tc . , a n d in m a k i n g " c u t l e r y , c l o c k s , 
w a t c h e s , h a t s , b o o t s , c l o t h e s , and other useful a r t i c l e s . " 
A n d al l of t h e s e w o u l d , of c o u r s e , find t h e i r s e rv i ce s n o l o n g e r 
r e q u i r e d , a n d , u n l e s s f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h t o find w o r k in m a k i n g 
useless a r t i c l e s , a s so m a n y a l r e a d y d o t o - d a y , t h e y w o u l d s o o n 
find t h e m s e l v e s c o m p e l l e d to swel l t h e a r m y of b e g g a r s , 
p a u p e r s , a n d u n e m p l o y e d . T h u s p o v e r t y w o u l d i n c r e a s e in 
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t he mids t of p l e n t y ; m e n would curse, w o m e n would weep , 
a n d little ch i ldren starve despi te the r ich s tores Na tu re has 
so lavishly p laced at t he disposal of all t he ch i ld ren of m e n 
— w e mean , of course , despi te the great s tores of com-
modi t ies so lavishly " d u m p e d d o w n " u p o n us, unt i l t h e 
landless masses migh t well c o m e to curse t h e Mar t i ans a n d 
all the i r works. 

U n d e r such c i r cums tances our readers can well imagine 
t h e sort of consola t ion a n d advice they would receive f rom 
" t h e wise m e n " in te res ted in ma in t a in ing t h e es tabl ished 
order of things. " Bl ind leaders of the b l ind ," en joy ing 
their d u e share of t h e Mar t i an gifts, would exhor t t h e m to 
pa t ience , a n d p reach to them of the rich reward they would 
reap in s o m e o ther world, if only they will rest con ten t with 
t h e pos i t ion to which " a Div ine P rov idence has been pleased 
to call t h e m in this ." P s e u d o phi losophers , also well fed 
a n d prosperous , would talk p ro found ly of over popu la t ion 
a n d over p roduc t ion , a n d discreet ly hint at t he necessity of 
l imi t ing t h e b i r th rate, or of ceasing to collect some of " the 
usefu l ?nanufactured ar t icles " the Mar t i ans " d u m p e d down '» 
u p o n us. P r i m e minis ters a n d other pract ical pol i t ic ians 
would m a k e speeches a n d write pamph le t s on the necessi ty 
of " r e t a l i a t i o n " as t h e only m e a n s of saving our na t ive 
indus t r ies a n d giving work to the people . T h e y would 
advoca t e the bui lding, no t u n d e r the c i r cums tances of a wall, 
b u t of a roof of " P r o t e c t i o n , " so as to k e e p out the good 
th ings t h e Mar t ian showered down u p o n us, a n d so on. 

S o m e few " impract ica l visionaries," as they would d o u b t -
less b e called, would insist, in season a n d out of season, tha t 
" t he r e is bu t one way to r e m o v e an e v i l — a n d tha t is, to re-
m o v e its cause ." T h e y would boldly proc la im t h e self-evident 
t ru th tha t " Pover ty d e e p e n s as wealth increases, a n d wages 
are fo rced down while p roduc t ive power grows, because l and , 
which is the source of all weal th a n d the field of all labour, is 
m o n o p o l i s e d . " W e m e a n , of course, u n d e r the a s s u m e d 
c i r cums tances , they would insist that pover ty d e e p e n s 
desp i t e the a b u n d a n t s tores of wealth t h e Mar t i ans shower 
down, we m e a n " d u m p down " u p o n us, because the only 
p lace u p o n which they can " d n m p d o w n " t h e gifts they 
i n t e n d for all, the land , is monopo l i sed by some, who are t h u s 
e n a b l e d to appropr ia t e to themselves what the good Mar t i an s 
i n t e n d e d for all. A n d h e n c e tha t " to ex t i rpa te pover ty ," to 

s e c u r e to all their fair share of t h e good th ings annual ly 
showered down u p o n us, " we mus t subs t i tu te for the indi-
vidual ownersh ip of l and , " u p o n which such th ings can a l o n e 
b e d u m p e d , " a c o m m o n ownersh ip . " D e s p i t e the v igorous 
ou tc r ies of o r t h o d o x economis t s , pseudo-phi losophers , etc. , 
they wou ld boldly p roc la im tha t " N o t h i n g else will go to 
t h e c a u s e of the evil—-in no th ing else is t he r e t h e slightest 
h o p e . " A n d as a pract ica l r emedy , a n d as a s tep in this 
d i rec t ion , they would advoca te tha t each l a n d h o l d e r shou ld 
c o n t r i b u t e towards a f u n d to b e e x p e n d e d for the c o m m o n 
benef i t of all in exact p ropor t ion to t h e value given to his 
ho ld ing by such M a r t i a n g i f t s—in o ther words they would 
advoca te , as we a d v o c a t e to-day, tha t the prevai l ing fiscal 
sys tem shou ld b e based , no t u p o n t h e taxa t ion of com-
modi t ies , whe the r h o m e - m a d e or impor ted , or gif ts f rom t h e 
i nhab i t an t s of Mars , b u t u p o n the value of l and . 

T h e real ques t ion at issue to-day is, in t ru th , not how to 
secure an increased supply or p roduc t ion of wealth, but how 
to secure a m o r e equ i t ab l e d is t r ibut ion of the weal th we can 

to-day p r o d u c e in a b u n d a n c e sufficient to satisfy t h e ra t ional 
desires of all, a n d t h e increased produc t ion of which is 
a l ready well within our reach if only the present artificial 
obs tac les to fur ther p r o d u c t i o n were once swept away. 
T h i s is t he lesson which all w h o des i re to take par t in t h e 
p resen t s truggle on t h e side of progress, of labour , of 
human i ty , m u s t lay to hear t . 

L . H . B. 

TAXLESS T O W N S . 

Eigh t years ' exper ience of t h e exper iment m a d e a t 
Fa i rhope , A labama , o n the l ines of H e n r y George ' s S ingle 
T a x proposals , have a b u n d a n t l y just i f ied the asser t ions of 
all t h e bel ievers in the taxat ion of l and values. A n d tha t is 
not all. T h e resul ts a re proving singularly a t t rac t ive t o 
manufac tu re r s . 

A s readers know, Geo rge t a u g h t tha t not only m a n u -
fac tur ing e s t ab l i shmen t s but every o the r k ind of personal 
p rope r ty—ai l p r o d u c t i o n and e x c h a n g e of w e a l t h — s h o u l d 
b e ent irely f ree of all taxat ion. I n lieu of this h e a d v o c a t e d 
tha t G o v e r n m e n t shou ld derive its r evenue ent i re ly f rom a 
tax laid u p o n l and v a l u e s ; in o the r words, t h e t ak ing by 
G o v e r n m e n t of the a n n u a l renta l or util i ty va lue of all l a n d ; 
each ho lder of land t h u s paying for tha t which is he ld b y 
h im its annua l renta l va lue exclusive of improvemen t s . 

Geo rge c la imed tha t this wou ld s t imula te t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
of wea l th—would p reven t such p r o d u c t i o n be ing res t r ic ted 
by t h e ho ld ing of l a n d out of use for specula t ive p u r p o s e s ; 
would p r o m o t e prof i tab le e m p l o y m e n t for bo th capi ta l a n d 
labour , a n d tha t it would work to t h e advan tage , no t only of 
those who labour wi th their h a n d s , bu t of all who p e r f o r m 
useful service of any k ind , inc luding, of course, t hose w h o 
carry on the m a n u f a c t u r e of usefu l art icles. 

Fairhope was founded on the Eastern shore of 
Mobile Bay, to tes t this. 

I t s author i t ies offer to m a n u f a c t u r e r s no t only exempt ion 
f rom taxes for a t ime, b u t pe rmanen t ly , a n d not only f r o m 
munic ipa l taxes, but f rom all taxes of every k ind . N o t only 
this, bu t n o land has to be p u r c h a s e d ; it can b e leased for 
ninety-nine years at an a n n u a l ren ta l to b e d e t e r m i n e d 
yearly a n d based ent i re ly u p o n the compe t i t ion for the u se 
of ba re u n i m p r o v e d l a n d similarly s i tuated in tha t c o m m u n i t y . 

Mat t e r s a re m a n a g e d thus :— 
T h e leases of F a i r h o p e proper ty conta in a c lause u n d e r 

which the F a i r h o p e Indus t r i a l Assoc ia t ion b inds itself to re-
f u n d to the lessee an a m o u n t equa l to whatever taxes m a y 
b e levied by t h e c o u n t y or S ta te author i t ies , a n d thus t h e 
a r r angemen t comple te ly frees h i m f rom all taxes of every 
k ind . I n the case of o n e genera l s tore at Fa i rhope , t h e 
Associat ion actually pays its p ropr ie to r a cons ide rab le s u m 
over a n d above the ren ta l va lue of t h e l and he occupies . 
T h i s the Associa t ion pays to h i m because the taxes levied 
by the coun ty and S ta te u p o n his goods and personal pro-
per ty a m o u n t to m o r e t han t h e ren ta l value of the l and h e 
uses, a n d t h e Associa t ion re imburses h im for all such taxes . 

W e are to ld tha t t h e Associa t ion s tands ready to d o t h e 
s a m e for any m a u f a c t u r i n g en te rpr i se tha t may locate the re , 
a n d poin ts ou t t ha t t h o u g h the town has no ra i l roads it has 
excel lent water c o m m u n i c a t i o n , a n d is only s ixteen miles 
f rom Mobi le , where ra i l roads a n d s t eamers a re in d i rec t 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n with New York a n d o the r great bus iness 
cen t res . 

T h e p resen t ren ts for l and at F a i r h o p e range f rom i o d . 
to jQ6 an acre, accord ing to s i tua t ion a n d availability for 
use. T h e Associat ion owns 1400 acres , a n d is pu rchas ing 
more . T h e m o n e y paid to t h e set t lers comes, of course , 
ou t of the " u n e a r n e d i n c r e r r ^ n t " caused by t h e rise in 
l and values, which in t h e ord inary way would go in to t h e 
specula tor ' s p o c k e t . — T h e Weekly Times and Echo. 
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IRews of tbe Movement. 

T o o PROSPEROUS.—A co r responden t , 
New Zealand. C . A . Barnicoat , writes to t he Chicago 

Saturday Blade, 14th Nov. , 1 9 0 3 : — 
" After a six years ' a b s e n c e f i om my nat ive count ry , New 
Zea land , I r e tu rned the re last year for a n ine mon ths ' stay. 
I expec ted to see t he indus t r ia l s i tuat ion in a b a d way, 
accredi t ing t h e repor ts of t he colony 's depress ion which 1 
h a d read b o t h in the Sta tes a n d E n g l a n d . But, on t h e con-
trary, b o t h m o n e y a n d e m p l o y m e n t s e e m e d plentiful . 
N o t h i n g s t ruck m e more wherever I went in N e w Zea land 
t han the prosperi ty and i n d e p e n d e n c e of the so-called 
working-classes, the p len t i fu lness of e m p l o y m e n t of all k inds , 
a n d the high wages. I h e a r d of m u c h good work literally 
going begging, and on all hands , in a variety of different 
ways, my a t t en t ion was cal led to the sca rc i ty—I th ink I might 
a lmost say the ex t reme scarc i ty—of labour . Most , not all, 
of my in fo rman t s were no t g o v e r n m e n t suppor te rs . 

L A B O U R E R S SCARCE. 

I jot down, as they occur to m e , a few ins tances for which 
I can personal ly vouch. O n e of t he wealthiest flax-millers 
in t he N o r t h I s l and compla ined to m e tha t his ga rden fence 
h a d been u n p a i n t e d for m o n t h s ; he was willing to pay good 
wages (at least 10s. a day, a n d p robab ly th ree dollars, or 
more ) to have it done , a n d yet cou ld get no o n e to do it. 
W h e n e v e r he wanted an o d d j o b d o n e it was t h e same 
t rouble . I hea rd exactly similar compla in t s f rom many 
o thers in qu i t e di f ferent par ts . 

I n the small town where I l ived the m i l k m e n recent ly 
sen t r o u n d to all their cus tomers to say tha t t he scarcity of 
l abour was such tha t they d id no t see how they cou ld 
m a n a g e to deliver more t h a n o n c e a day. I n t he s a m e town 
a large j a m m a n u f a c t u r e r d id not k n o w where to get labour , 
even girl l abour . W h e r e t he girls went to no o n e knew ; 
cer ta inly no t as servants, for t he d o m e s t i c servant p rob l em, 
a c u t e here, is immense ly m o r e a c u t e there . 

GOOD PAY KOR W O R K E R S . 

Unsk i l l ed labourers were generally get t ing 10s. a day in 
Wel l ing ton , where, however , wages are higher t han in s o m e 
parts . Laboure r s , such as flax mil lers ' h a n d s a n d skilled 
workers , were get t ing 15s. a n d 1 a day. T h e harvest 
be fore t he last o n e ou t t he r e I hea rd of a lmos t incredible 
wages be ing paid for harves ters in t he N o r t h I s land , u p to 

a day in s o m e cases. T h e total cost of living 
m a y be sliphtly h igher for ar t izans the re t han here , bu t this 
I d o u b t ; for t h e profess ional classes I cons ider it, on the 
whole, m u c h t h e s ame now. As for emigra t ing , I do not 
hea r any th ing of it. N e w Zea l and is p re-eminent ly a 
working-man 's count ry , p e r h a p s too m u c h so. T h a t t he 
working-man a n d his in teres ts p r e d o m i n a t e m u s t s tr ike any 
observer ." 

[ W e l l i n g t o n c o l l e c t s i t s t a x e s f r o m l a n d v a l u e s on ly , 
t h u s d i s c o u r a g i n g s p e c u l a t i o n i n l a n d , a n d g i v i n g a l l a 
e h a n e e t o bu i l d a h o m e T h e t a x e s f o r t h e g e n e r a l 
g o v e r n m e n t a r e a l s o r a i s e d in p a r t b y t h i s m e t h o d . — 
Ed i to r of t he Saturday Blade.~\ 

T h o m a s Lynch , Well ington, N Z , 10/9/03, writes : — T h e 
pract ical exper ience of the rat ing on u n i m p r o v e d land values, 
a n d the m e t h o d which we have of enabl ing any c o m m u n i t y 
to adop t tha t system of ra t ing , may b e of in 'e res t to j o u r 
readers. W e have the In i t ia t ive a n d R e f e r e n d u m in regard 
t o local rates . By get t ing fifteen per cent , of t he ra tepayers 
o n t h e roll to sign a pet i t ion , you may d e m a n d tha t a poll 
shall be t a k e n in twenty-one days, o n p resen ta t ion of the 
pet i t ion to t he Loca l A u t h o r i t i e s — a b a r e ma jo r i ty dec ides 
t h e ma t t e r e i ther way. T o show you the impor t ance of the 
Ini t ia t ive a n d R e f e r e n d u m in br inging a b o u t far-reaching 
reforms, it enab led one m a n , a single taxer , to practically 
cause the a d o p t i o n of the new rat ing in this city. W e held 
n o meet ings of any k ind , ^but, with t he a id of a circular 
showing t h e a m o u n t each ra tepaper would pay u n d e r the 
o ld and new system, a n d a house to h o u s e canvass of the 

ra tepayers , t he d e e d was done . T h e average man or woman 
in theory believes in t ru th and j u s t i c e ; bu t in practice, if 
you show h im how he can save money in his rates, he will 
m o r e readily agree with you. I t was really funny to see 
how some ot them changed their m i n d s when they saw the 
a m o u n t t h t y would save by voting for t he new sys tem ; the 
new rating was carr ied by two to one. O n e of o u r land-
holders told m e his ob jec t ions to t h e rat ing on lai;d values 
was that it was wrong to leave the large buildings un taxed , 
as he was afraid it would cost the poor m a n with a cot tage 
m o r e ra tes ; t he change cost h im over a h u n d r e d p o u n d s a 
year m o r e in rates, but he d id not know tha t at t he t ime, so 
he kept comparat ively quiet . Almost wi thout except ion the 
small cot tage owners saved from one- third to one-half in 
their rates. 

T h e result of the ra t ing on l a r d values in this city is 
caus ing the proper ty owners , who have old shant ies on 
valuable land, to pull t h e m down a n d erect substant ia l 
bui ldings in brick. M a n y others are put t ing on extra 
storeys on their bui ldings ; in fact, the centra l par t of the 
city is be ing rapidly rebuil t . It is also gradual ly searching 
ou t t he vacant sect ions a n d causing them to be buil t upon . 
M a n y places tha t formerly h a d one house, or a horse grazing 
on the land, has now f rom six to t en houses. A man I 
know had a large section, a n d he d . c l a r e d tha t he was going 
to reserve that for a p layground for his chi ldren, b u t the 
last t ime I was u p there I not iced he had buil t a good house 
on the section. T h e result of all this bui ld ing has been to 
c rea te a great d e m a n d for labour : the d e m a n d has been so 
great in the bui lding t rades tha t con t rac tors have been 
compe l l ed to raise the wages, and pay men ' s passage f rom 
Austral ia, to say noth ing ot t he o p . n i n g for inferior work-
m e n in t he t tades , and the giving of more cons tan t employ 
m e n t to all classes of workmen, direct ly or indirect ly 
c o n n e c t e d with t he bui ld ing indust ry . T h e n , again, this 
bui ld ing has c rea ted such a d e m a n d for br icks a n d t imber 
tha t there is an outcry in t he newspapers occasionally abou t 
t h e f amine a n d price of bt icks. T h e b r i ckmaker s are 
having a fine harvest, a n d get t ing f rom £ 2 10s. to , £ 3 a 
t housand for them. T i m b e r is also v t r y dear a n d scarce, 
and the d e m a n d is so great tha t it is being pur. into bui ld ings 
in many cases without being properly seasoned. Now, all 
this, of course , has caused the word to go a r o u n d tha t 
Wel l ing ton is a good place to go to for e m p l o y m e n t ; the 
result is a big rush from all quarters , and people are c o m i n g 
in faster than the p l a c i can possibly abso rb ; a n d still they 
come , causing many people to be d i sappo in ted . This , 
again, reacts in creat ing a greater d e m a n d for houses , which 
is very difficult to supply on a c c o u n t of t he scaici ty a n d 
price of bu i ld ing material , with the usua l result tha t rent 
a n d land values are increasing. 

T h e problem is settled in this country , so far as t h e local 
rates are conce rned . I t is only a ques t ion of t ime when the 
new system will spread to all local bodies ; all that it needs 
is s o m e o n e to take the t ime and t roub le to get t h e signa-
tuies . Mos t m e n are unab le or unwilling to th ink ou t any 
given problem, but the dullest man can see t he benef i t s 
when it is put in to pract ical operat ion. I t is a c o m m o n 
th ing to hear m e n say " M y word, Wel l ington is going 
a h e a d ! " Auckland was t he first large city to pu t the 
ques t ion to a vote, bu t t he newspapers a n d l andho lde r s 
scared t hem into voting against it. Bu t as the new rat ing 
is now in opera t ion in the largest city, and m a n y of t h e 
count ry districts, people canno t be h u m b u g g e d m u c h longer. 
O u t of over sixty places tha t voted on the ques t ion , only 
seven or eight re jec ted the new rating. T h e m o t t grat i fying 
f ea tu re to Single Taxers is, tha t a f ter it is c n c e pu t in 
opera t ion , the re is not t he slightest fear of ever r e tu rn ing to 
t h e former system of taxat ion. But exper ience proves tha t 
t he wealthy l andho lde r s h a n g on like gr im dea th , a n d the 
local ra tes is no t qu i te sufficient to m a k e t h e m leave go. I f 
we cou ld get ano the r p e n n y in the p o u n d on t h e capi ta l 
value of land , a n d tha t incent ive to f raud , t he five h u n I r td 
p o u n d s exempt ion , abol i shed in t h e s ta te l and va lue tax, 
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wi th a c o r r e s p o n d i n g r e d u c i i o n in c u s t o m s d u t i e s , we s h o u l d 
g o a l o n g way t o w a r d s t h e s o l u t i o n of t h e l a b o u r p r o b l e m , 
b u t I a m a f r a i d t h e r e is no t m u c h h o p e at t h e p r e s e n t t ime . 
I n m y o p i n i o n , t h e A r b i t r a t i o n A c t is r e s p o n s i b l e ft>r m a k i n g 
th i s c o u n t r y t h e g r e a t e s t c o u n t r y for o r g a n i s a t i o n s of all k i n d s 
o n e a r t h , w i th t h e spec ia l o b j e c t of w a t c h i n g e a c h o t h e r . 
T h e l a t e s t o r g a n i s a t i o n is t h e l a r g e l a n d h o l d e r s , u n d e r t h e 
n a m e of t h e F a r m e r s ' U n i o n ; t h e smal l f a r m e r is b e i n g 
u t i l i s e d for t h e p u r p o s e of p r e v e n t i n g a n y f u r t h e r t a x a t i o n , 
a n d fo r t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n of t h e rest of t h e c o m m u n i t y . 
T h e r e is a s u g g e s t i o n o u t n o w fo r t h e e m p l o y e r s of all k i n d s 
t o j o i n h a n d s with t h e F a r m e r s ' U n i o n ; u n d e r t h e s e con -
d i t i o n s t h e r e is n o t m u c h h o p e a t p r e s e n t , wi th t h e l a b >ur 
u n i o n s still s t u m b l i n g a l o n g in t h e d a r k . 

L A N D REFORM. 
A Q U E S T I O N F O R C L E R G Y M E N . 

T h e p u r p o s e of t h e s e l ines is t o b r i n g b e f o r e C h r i s t i a n 
m i n i s t e r s t h e q u e s t i o n of L i n d R e f o r m as a m a k e r fo r 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s , a n d t o r e c o m m e n d t o t h e m the p l an of 
t a x a t i o n p r o p o u n d e d by t h e l a t e H e n r y G e o r g e in h i s 
b o o k , " P r o g r e s s a n d P o v e r t y , " v i z : — t h e S i n g l e T a x or 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , as t h e bes t m e a n s of e f f e c t i n g 
t h a t m u c h n e e d e d r e f o r m . 

I t c a n n o t b e t o o s t rong ly e m p h a s i s e d t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n 
d e a l t w i th h e r e h a s n o t h i n g t o d o wi th pa r ly pol i t ics , b u t 
is f u n d a m e n t a l l y a n d essen t ia l ly a m o r a l q u e s t i o n , a q u e s t i o n 
of r i g h t e o u s n e s s , a n d t h e r e f o r e m o s t e m p h a t i c a l l y a q u e s t i o n 
for c l e r g y m e n . I t is t h e r e f o r e h o p e d t h a t t h e y will n o t 
d i s m i s s t h e s u b j e c t a s o n e n o t c o m i n g wi th in t h e i r s p h e r e , 
b u t will t ry t o find o u t for t h e m s e l v e s t h e rea l s i gn i f i cance 
of it, a n d n o t res t c o n t e n t with a n y p r e c o n c e i v e d n o t i o n s of 
t h e r e m e d y p r o p o s e d , o r a d v e r s e c r i t i c i sms of t h e la t t e r t h a t 
t h e y m a y h e a r o r r e a d f r o m t i m e to t i m e . O p p o s i t i o n 
i n d e e d m a y b e t h e ve ry h i g h e s t p r o o f in its f a v o u r . 

W e h e a r m u c h n o w a -days of t h e g r e a t p r o g r e s s t h a t h a s 
b e e n m a d e by m a n k i n d , a n d t h e h igh level of a t t a i n m e n t 
t h a t h a s b e e n r e a c h e d , b u t t h i n k i n g m e n c a n n o t h e l p a s k i n g 
t h e m s e l v e s why , in p r e s e n c e of t h e s e g rea t a c h i e v e m e n t s 
a n d t i m e - s a v i n g a p p l i a n c e s , t h e h u r r y a n d s t r u g g l e of l i fe 
g o w m o r e f eve r i sh a n d i n t e n s e , wea l th i n c r e a s e s wh i l e 
p o v e r t y d e e p e n s , w i t h r e su l t s d i s a s t r o u s to h u m a n l i fe , 
phys ica l ly , m o r a l l y , a n d sp i r i tua l ly . T h e da i ly p ress t e e m s 
wi th r e c o r d s of s h i p w r e c k e d h u m a n i t y , r i ch m a n a n d s l u m -
d w e l l e r a l ike . M u l t i - m i l l i o n a i r e s b e s i d e w h o m D i v e s w o u l d 
s e e m a p o o r m a n ; p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n w r e t c h e s b e s i d e w h o m 
L a z a r u s w o u l d a p p e a r l u x u r i o u s ; t h e s e a r e t h e by p r o d u c t s 
of o u r b o a s t e d c iv i l i sa t ion a n d n i n e t e e n c e n t u r i e s of 
Chr ib t i an i ty . A n d o u t of t h e we l t e r of m i l l i ons in p o v e r t y 
t h e c ry of t h e l i t t l e c h i l d r e n r i ses c o n t i n u a l l y t o H e a v e n . 
O h t h e p i ty of it , t h e s h a m e of i t ! 

" Do you liear the children weeping and disproving, 
O my brothers, what ye preach ? 

For God's possible is taught by His world's loving, 
And the children doubt of each." 

C a n i t b e p o s s i b l e t h a t C h r i s t w a s m o c k i n g ' w h e n H e s a i d , 
" T a k e n o t h o u g - h t f o r t h e m o r r o w ? " 

D i d H e u t t e r a c o m m a n d w h i c h H e k n e w it was i m p o s -
s ib le t o c a r r y t u t ? I f th i s b e so , h o w c o u l d H e e x p e c t t h a t 
w e w o u l d a c c e p t H i s inv i t a t ion , " C o m e u n t o m e all ye t h a t 
l a b o u r a n d a r e h e a v y l a d e n ? " A s a m a t t e r of fac t , h o w e v e r , 
we p r o f e s s t o find g r e a t c o m f o r t in t h e inv i t a t ion , b u t wa te r 
d o w n a n d e x p l a i n away t h e c o m m a n d un t i l it is n o t h i n g 
b e t t e r t h a n a m o c k e r y . F o r w h a t d o we find ? O u r w o r k i n g 
p e o p l e a n d o u r c h i l d r e n h a v e t h e hab i t of saving , a n d b e i n g 
w h a t is c a l l e d " t h r i f t y , " i m p r e s s e d u p o n t h e m a s a l a u d a b l e 
d u t y by m e n of t h e h i g h e s t s t a n d i n g in soc ie ty a n d t h e 
C h u r c h . O a r c h i l d r e n w h o be l i eve w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n in t h e 
ab i l i ty a n d wi l l ingness of t h e i r e a r th ly f a t h e r s t o p r o v i d e 
t h e m wi th th=ir da i ly f o o d , a r e p rac t i ca l ly t a u g h t t h a t a t i m e 
m a y c o m e w h e n t h e i r H e a v e n l y F a t h e r will b e less k i n d t o 
t h e m , a n d t h a t t h e y m u s t p r o v i d e aga ins t t h a t t i m e . T h e y 

d o n o t f o rge t t h i s l e s s o n w h e n t h e y grow up , a n d i n s t e a d of 
t a k i n g n o t h o u g h t for t h e m o r r o w , t hey a r e c o n s t r a i n e d t o 
st if le m a n y a g e n e r o u s i m p u l s e a n d go o n t a k i n g t h o u g h t , 
no t on ly for t h e m o r r o w , b u t fo r fifty or m o r e ye a r s a h e a d , 
m a k i n g p r o v i s i o n for t h e o l d a g e o r a c c i d e n t w h i c h m a y 
n e v e r c o m e . W h a t b e t t e r p l an c o u l d S a t a n dev i se t h a n th i s 
for l e a d i n g m e n away f r o m G o d ' s s e rv i ce t o t h e se rv ice of 
m a m m o n ? T h a t it h a s b e e n a s u c c e s s f u l p lan , a n d t h a t t o 
se rve G o d a n d m a m m o n is a s i m p o s s i b l e as ever , any s a n e 
m a n c a n see , if h e b u t o p e n h i s eyes a n d look a b r o a d ove r 
t h e w o r l d to -day . 

B u t w h y h a v e w e s o m a n y p o o r , a n d w h y a r e t h e y 
s o v e r y p o o r ? 

N e i t h e r a c c i d e n t , d i s ea se , d e a t h , n o r even s in o n t h e i r 
o w n p a r t c a n a c c o u n t for i t . A c c o r d i n g to M r . S e e b o h m 
R o w n t r e e , t h e r e a r e s e v e n m i l l i o n s of p e o p l e in t h e t o w n s 
of t h i s c o u n t r y d e p e n d e n t u p o n wages of 23/- a w e e k a n d 
u n d e r . A m e d i c a l m a n w o r k i n g in t h e lowes t s t r a t u m of 
h u m a n i t y in t h e s l u m s of G l a s g o w , a s t r a t u m w h i c h h e s a i d 
n o soc ie ty , r e l ig ious or p h i l a n t h r o p i c ever t o u c h e d , m e n -
t i o n e d r e c e n t l y in a n e v e n i n g n e w s p a p e r , t h a t o n e w o m a n 
w h o m h e m e t d u r i n g h i s r o u n d s , h a d to ld h i m b i t t e r ly t h a t 
s h e h a d lost fa i th in G o d a n d m a n . " A n d n o w o n d e r , " t h e 
doi to r a d d e d . Yes , t o t u r n S a i n t J o h n ' s s a j i n g r o u n d a 
l i t i le, ' If a m a n c a n n o t b e l i e v e in his b r o t h e r w h o m h e h a s 
seen , how c a n h e b e l i e v e in G o d w h o m h e h a s n o t s een ? " 
A n d yet s o m e p e o p l e , s o m e m i n i s t e r s even , say t h a t w h a t 
t h e s e p o o r p e o p l e n e e d is n o t so m u c h b e t t e r l iving c o n d i -
t i ons a n d b e t t e r e n v i r o n m e n t , a s a c h a n g e d h e a r t . W h a t a 
m o c k e r y of t h e p o o r ! S u c h a n i m p l i e d r e p r o a c h as t h a t 
on ly recoi l s o n h i m w h o m a k e s it. W h a t t h e n ? M u s t w e 
t u r n t o p h i l a n t h r o p y a n d cha r i ty in o r d e r t o m e e t t h e c a s e ? 
N o , b e c a u s e t h e s e a r e in the i r n a t u r e on ly pa l l ia t ives , a n d 
t h e c o n t i n u o u s a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e m is on ly j u s t i f i a b l e w h e n 
t h e r e c i p i e n t s a r e p e r m a n e n t l y phys ica l ly u n f i t t e d t o d o 
w i t h o u t t h e m . I n d e e d it is b u t t h e d u t y of C h r i s t i a n soc ie ty 
t o look u p o n t h e s e p o o r o n e s as its he lp l e s s l i t t le c h i l d r e n , 
a n d to t r e a t t h e m a c c o r d i n g l y . I t is q u i t e d i f f e r e n t , h o w e v e r , 
in t h e c a s e of t h o s e w h o a re p h j s i c a l l y fit, b u t w h o for l a ck 
of o p p o r t u n i t y a re u n a b l e to s t a n d on the i r o w n fee t . T h e 
e x t e n d i n g of p h i l a n t h r o p y a n d c h a r i t y t o t h e m i m m e d i a t e l y 
a s s u m e s a c o m p e n s a t o r y a s p e c t , a n d imp l i e s e i the r a n 
a d m i s s i o n by soc ie ty t h a t t hey h a d n o t b e e n r e c e i v i n g w h a t 
t h e y were e n t i t l e d to , o r a n i m p u t a t i o n u p o n t h e i r M a k e r 
t h a t H e h a d n o t p r o v i d e d t n o u g h to f e e d all H i s c r e a t u r e s . 
I n d i v i d u a l m e m b e r s of s u c h a clas< m a y b e fit s u b j e c t s a t 
t i m e s for c h a r i t a b l e a s s i s t ance , b u t t h a t is q u i t e d i f f e r e n t 
f r o m say ing t h a t t h e y m u s t b e c h r o n i c a l l y so. W h e n p e o p l e 
w h o a r e a b l e a n d wil l ing to w o r k ge t n o work , o r a r e in-
a d e q u a t e l y p a i d lor t h e i r work , a n d c h a r i t y s t e p s in, t h e 
resu l t is t o o o f t e n d e m o r a l i s i n g , b e c a u s e t h e w h o l e t r ans -
a c t i o n is f o u n d e d o n w r o n g p r i n c i p l e s . I s it t h e n a q u e s t i o n 
of b e t t e r w a g e s ? Say th i s t o t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r o r t h e 
b u s i n e s s m a n , a n d h e will tel l y o u t h a t h e c a n n o t a f f o r d t o 
pay m o r e t h a n t h e m a r k e t ra te , a n d t h a t t h a t d e p e n d s o n 
t h e laws of supp ly a n d d e m a n d . H e r e we a r r ive a t a d e a d 
wall , a n d t h e q u e s t i o n p r e s e n t s i tself , h o w m u c h w o u l d a 
c h a n g e d h e a r t in t h e p o o r w o r k e r e n a b l e h i m t o get o v e r i t ? 
T h e e s sen t i a l i n j u s t i c e of h i s p o s i t i o n w o u l d r e m a i n , n o 
m a t t e r h o w m u c h of a s a i n t h e b e c a m e . 

R e f e r r i n g to t h i s ve ry c l a s s of p o o r worke r s , a G l a s g o w 
m i n i s t e r in g iv ing e v i d e n c e r e c e n t l y b e f o r e t h e H o u s i n g 
C o m m i s s i o n in t h a t c n y , sa id t h a t h e h a d " t h e s t e ad i l y 
g r o w i n g f e e l i n g t h a t t h e C h u r c h e s were p a s s i n g by l ike t h e 
p r i e s t . " A n o t h e r m i n i s t e r g iv ing e v i d e n c e o n t h e s a m e d; y 
s a id t h a t i n d e a l i n g w i th r e m e d i a l m e a s u r e s " t h e r e m u s t b e 
a c o m b i n a t i o n of sp i r i tua l , m o r a l , a n d m a t e r i a l a g e n c i e s . 
T h e first was t h e g r e a t e s t neces s i t y a n d it was i n d i s p e n s a b l e . " 
T h i s is essen t ia l ly t h e o r t h o d o x , m i n i s t e r i a l i dea , a n d ye t it 
d o e s n o t s e e m t o w o r k t o a n y g r e a t e x t e n t w h e n a p p l i e d t o 
t he c l a s s in q u e s t i o n . T h e a i m a n d t h e t a rge t a r e o u t of 
l ine. " T h e C h u r c h e s a r e p a s s i n g by l ike t h e p r i e s t . " H o w 
d i d C h r i s t dea l wi th a s imi l a r c a s e ? T h e m a n w h o fell 
a m o n g t h i e v e s was in a s imi la r p l i gh t with t h e s e p o o r p e o p l e 
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w h o c a n n o t h e l p t h e m s e l v e s a n d t o w h o m h e l p c a n only 
c o m e f rom wi thout , b u t t h e m a n who c a m e to his ass i s tance 
was a d e s p i s e d Samar i t an , a n d t h e s u c c o u r w h i c h h e gave 
t h e poo r m a n was ent i re ly ma te r i a l a n d secular . T h e r e is 
n o m e n t i o n in t h e p a r a b l e of " s p i r i t u a l " service. H o w , 
i n d e e d , was it to b e e x p e c t e d tha t a m e r e S a m a r i t a n would 
or cou ld r e n d e r such ? A n d yet C h r i s t m a d e t h e secular 
ac t ion of t h e S a m a r i t a n t h e s u p r e m e p o i n t of H i s pa rab le , 
a n d m e n still speak of t he G o o d Samar i t an . 

" I s n o t t h e l i f e m o r e t h a n m e a t a n d t h e 
b o d y t h a n r a i m e n t ? " 

T h e s e w o r d s were obvious ly a d d r e s s e d t o p e o p l e w h o h a d 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y of o b t a i n i n g t h e s e ma te r i a l th ings , even to 
g rea te r e x t e n t t h a n was necessary , a n d so were in d a n g e r of 
a c c u m u l a t i n g weal th a n d of se t t ing the i r hea r t s u p o n it. 
Chr i s t ' s t e a c h i n g h e r e was an a p p e a l t o the i r m o r a l and 
spi r i tual na tu re , a n d we c a n wi thou t diff icul ty a s sen t to it as 
be ing q u i t e app l i cab l e t o p e o p l e in the i r pos i t ion , b u t for 
t he m a n w h o fell a m o n g th ieves , t h e mater ia l agency " w a s 
t h e grea tes t necess i ty a n d it was i n d i s p e n s a b l e , " a o d we can 
equal ly w i thou t diff iculty assen t to its appl icabi l i ty t o t he 
case , b e c a u s e it was t h e r ead i e s t a n d mos t r e a s o n a b l e way 
of d e v e l o p i n g t h e poo r m a n ' s m o r a l a n d re l ig ious n a t u r e by 
o p e n i n g his hea r t to a bel ief in his f e l l owman a n d f r o m tha t 
u p w a r d s t o a h igher t rus t in G o d . W h a t bu t t h e a b s e n c e of 
ma t e r i a l a i d c a u s e d t h e poo r . Glasgow w o m a n to say tha t 
she h a d lost fa i th in G o d a n d m a n ? W h a t we insist u p o n 
is, t ha t b o t h t h e m e t h o d s or agenc ies h e r e d e s c r i b e d were 
equa l ly d i r e c t e d a n d eff icacious to t h e s a m e u l t i m a t e good 
e n d , namely , t he m o r a l a n d spi r i tual e leva t ion of h u m a n i t y , 
a n d we cer ta in ly can never expec t t o get a m o r e pe r fec t 
e x a m p l e of how to a d a p t t h e s e m e t h o d s or agenc i e s t o 
varying c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a n has b e e n s h o w n b y Chr i s t 
h imself . W e feel t ha t t h e C h u r c h e s a n d t he min i s t e r s have 
a very i m p e r f e c t p e r c e p t i o n of t he grea t t r u t h w h i c h lies 
he re , a n d t h a t to a very l a rge e x t e n t th is is t h e r eason why 
at t he p r e s e n t day t h e r e a re so m a n y a the i s t s a n d even 
p a g a n s in o u r l and a n d so m a n y l u k e w a r m Chr i s t i ans in our 
C h u r c h e s . 

H o w t h e n would it d o t o reverse t he process r e c o m m e n d e d 
b y t h e min i s t e r q u o t e d a b o v e , a n d so b r ing it m o r e i n t o l ine 
with t he e x a m p l e set by Chr i s t in t h e p a r a b l e of t h e G o o d 
S a m a r i t a n ? A lever i n s e r t e d u n d e r a l oad is o f t e n a m o r e 
effect ive e leva to r t han if t h e l i f t ing fo rce were a p p l i e d above . 
H o w o n t h e o t h e r h a n d w o u l d it d o to app ly t h e spi r i tual 
a n d m o r a l agenc i e s to t he c o m f o r t a b l e a n d well-to do , to t he 
P r i e s t s a n d t h e Levi tes w h o now pas s by on t he o t h e r side, 
t o all t hose in fac t w h o a re a b l e to t h i n k ou t a n d give effect 
t o a s c h e m e of real relief (no t a pal l ia t ive) a n d on w h o m 
real ly lies t h e respons ib i l i ty for t he grea t b u l k of t he p re sen t 
distress , a n d for m u c h m o r e of evil bes ides which is no t so 
a p p a r e n t . 

" T h e d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e p o o r is the i r pove r ty , " sa id t he 
wise m a n . " T h e y rega rd t h e f u t u r e with despa i r , " says t he 
m i n i s t e r wi tness t o t h e H o u s i n g C o m m i s s i o n e r s . " T h e y 
d r i n k t o ge t o b l i v i o n ; were I as t hey I s h o u l d b e worse 
t h a n t h e y , " says t he Sa lva t ion A r m y r e s c u e worker , s p e a k i n g 
of t he L o n d o n s lum-dwel le r s . 

Sin ac ts in d i f f e ren t w a y s ; s o m e it s inks i n to t h e di res t 
pover ty , a n d o the r s it e leva tes to t h e r a n k s of t h e weal thy, 
b u t it is t o o m u c h t he f a s h i o n to c o n c l u d e tha t pover ty m u s t 
b e t h e resu l t of vice whilst r i ches a re t h e r eward of vir tue. 
T h i s is n o t t h e t e a c h i n g of t h e Bible, b u t t h e t e n d e n c y to 
t h e s a m e error of t h i n k i n g t h a t wor ld ly m i s f o r t u n e was in 
d i rec t p r o p o r t i o n to t h e s in fu lnes s of t he s u b j e c t was 
p r e v a l e n t in Chr i s t ' s t i m e a n d was su i tab ly r e b u k e d by H i m . 

T h e C o r e o f t h e S u b j e c t . 
T o r eve r t to t h e co re of t he sub jec t . L e t us d raw an 

i l lus t ra t ion. S u p p o s i n g tha t w h e n t h e c h i l d r e n of I s rae l 
were pas s ing t h r o u g h t he de se r t o n the i r way to C a n a a n , a 
h u n d r e d or so of t h e m h a d e a c h m o r n i n g t a k e n possess ion 
of all t h e m a n n a , a n d by h igh - sound ing p h r a s e s a n d o the r 
m e a n s , i n c l u d i n g s t a rva t ion , h a d p e r s u a d e d or c o e r c e d t h e 
res t of the i r b r e t h r e n i n to a d m i t t i n g t h e " j u s t i c e " of the i r 

c la im, wha t an ens l avemen t of t h e mass of t he p e o p l e wou ld 
h a v e b e e n t he resul t a n d how demora l i s ing t h e effect u p o n 
t h e m ! H a d M o s e s told t h e m tha t t he r e was e n o u g h m a n n a 
for all a n d tha t t he r e was n o n e e d to worry a b o u t t h e mor row, 
wha t a m o c k e r y his words would have s e e m e d to t h e m ! 
I s it necessary t o poin t ou t tha t th is i l lus t ra t ion exact ly 
desc r ibes t h e pos i t ion of o u r peop le to -day ? T h e l a n d of 
t h e W o r l d Crea to r , t he gift of t he loving G o d to all H i s 
ch i ld ren , a n d i n d i s p e n s a b l e as t h e m a n n a was to the i r very 
life, has b e e n a p p r o p r i a t e d by t he few. T h e effects of this 
" crying in jus t i ce , " as P ro fes so r R e i n , of J e n a , r ight ly t e r m s 
it, are seen in t h e p resen t day e x t r e m e s of weal th a n d pover ty , 
a n d the a b o u n d i n g hypocr i sy a n d self ishness, w h i c h last 
charac ter i s t ic , however , is really m o r e t h e resul t of t he 
incessan t a n d necessary s t ruggle for ex i s t ence which t h e 
in jus t i ce r e f e r r ed t o entails , t han a na tu ra l fai l ing of h u m a n i t y . 

I n the fo rego ing l ines we have e n d e a v o u r e d t o m a k e a 
cor rec t d iagnos i s of t he roo t d isease of p resen t day society, 
a n d to show t h e i nadequacy for its c u r e of t he m e t h o d s in 
vogue a n d mos t genera l ly in favour . E x a m i n i n g t h e s e in 
t h e light of Chr i s t ' s t each ing , we find t h e m wan t ing t h r o u g h 
b e i n g incor rec t ly a p p l i e d ; t hey d o not t o u c h t he sea t of t he 
t roub le , a n d th is involves fu r the r a pract ical , even if u n c o n -
sc ious v io la t ion of t he s e c o n d great c o m m a n d m e n t , " T h o u 
sha l t love thy n e i g h b o u r as thyself ." 

W e a re t h e r e f o r e n a r r o w e d d o w n to t he c o n c l u s i o n tha t 
wha t is r e q u i r e d is Jus t ice , a n d tha t n o t h i n g less t h a n th is 
m u s t b e d o n e in o rde r t o lift society o u t of t h e t e r r ib le ru t 
in to which it ha s fal len, a n d in which it b u m p s a n d c reaks 
a long with ever increas ing risk of disaster . I n o rde r t o effect 
this , t h e " crying i n j u s t i c e " of pr iva te p rope r ty in l a n d m u s t 
be abo l i shed , so tha t m e n m a y know a n d b e a b l e t o bel ieve 
wi thou t a s h a d o w of a d o u b t , tha t G o d has p rov ided e n o u g h 
for all h is ch i ld ren , not too m u c h for s o m e a n d too li t t le or 
n o n e for most , b u t a b u n d a n c e for all. W h e n this is d o n e , 
t h e n a n d only t h e n will it b e poss ib le for e v e r y o n e t o u n d e r -
s t a n d t h e sweet r e a s o n a b l e n e s s of Chr i s t ' s c o m m a n d " T a k e 
n o t h o u g h t for t he m o r r o w . " W h e n , moreove r , will 
Chr i s t i an m e n see that th is p r inc ip le of un l imi t ed pr iva te 
p rope r ty in l and is s imply t h e pedes ta l u p o n wh ich s t a n d s 
t h e b r u t e - g o d m a m m o n ; tha t it is t h e anvi l u p o n wh ich 
Cap i t a l h a m m e r s L a b o u r , a n d t he root cause of n a t i o n a l a n d 
class ha t reds , as well as a hos t of o t h e r evils less dis t inct ly 
t r aceab le t o i t ! 

T h i s b r i n g s u s t o 
t h e p l a n p r o p o s e d b y H e n r y Georg ' e 

for b r ing ing abou t this des i rab le s ta te of th ings , b u t as our 
p re sen t task in r e fe rence to this sys tem of social r e fo rm is 
apo loge t ic r a the r t h a n exeget ic , we shal l not en te r in to ex-
p lana tory detai ls , th is bes ides be ing well a n d fully d o n e in 
" Progress a n d Pover ty " a n d in t he rapid ly inc reas ing litera-
tu r e of t h e L a n d R e f o r m m o v e m e n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e world. 
I t may be well, however , to q u o t e he re t h e conc i se e x p l a n a t i o n 
of it exp res sed by Mr . T o m L . J o h n s o n , M a y o r of C l e v e l a n d , 
Oh io , w h o is s e c o n d to n o n e a m o n g its l iving e x p o n e n t s . 
M r . J o h n s o n says : — " T h e Single T a x is pe r fec t as a fiscal 
s c h e m e , b u t it is more . I t is moral ly r ight , b e c a u s e t he 
ea r th is g iven to all, no t t o some , a n d t h e r e f o r e t h e cos t of 
pub l i c benef i t s s h o u l d b e d iv ided a c c o r d i n g to t he e x t e n t of 
t he bene f i t s rece ived by ind iv idua l s f r o m t h e exc lus ive use 
of t h e c o m m o n her i tage. T h e Single T a x is n o id le d r e a m , 
b u t is b a s e d u p o n simplici ty, equal i ty , a n d feasibi l i ty ." 

I n t he m e a n t i m e , m e n t h e world over are jo in ing in a l and 
r e fo rm m o v e m e n t , pract ical ly o n t he l ines laid d o w n by 
H e n r y George , a n d are finding in it t h e joy a n d g l adness of 
a new convers ion , b e c a u s e t hey see clearly in it t h e sh in ing 
h o p e of a be t t e r a n d a pu re r t i m e for all m a n k i n d . 

I n th is c o u n t r y so far t h e progress m a d e has no t p a s s e d 
t h e e d u c a t i v e s tage. W e h a v e n o pract ical e x a m p l e s yet to 
show l ike G e r m a n y a n d s o m e of ou r Co lon ies , b u t a very 
g o o d i l lus t ra t ion of what wou ld resul t f r om the f r ee ing of t he 
l a n d in th is way is shown by t he s t r iking success of M r . 
C a d b u r y ' s e x p e r i m e n t a t Bournevi l le , nea r B i r m i n g h a m , 
w h e r e t h e c o m m u n i t y rece ives the full bene f i t of t h e l and 
va lue wh ich they themse lves h a v e c rea ted , M r . C a d b u r y ' s 
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recent tes t imony as to the success of the exper iment in 
elevat ing the Bournevi l le communi ty , physically, morally, 
and even spiritually is most significant, and is i r refutable 
proof of t he good results which would follow u p o n the tax-
ation of land values as a legal enac tment . T a k i n g it as a 
mere factor in the p roduc t ion of wealth, it mus t also be re-
garded as a success, proving to demons t ra t ion the fai thful 
fu l f i lment of Christ 's promise that to those who seek first the 
K i n g d o m of God a n d H i s r ighteousness, t h e mater ia l things 
will also be added . I s anyone bold enough to say tha t this 
p romise is only for individuals and not for communi t i e s a n d 
na t ions ? 

As a n o p p o s i t e t o t h i s s ide of t h e P i c t u r e 
let us t ake ano ther i l lustration of what results f rom the power 
of capital backed u p by private ownership of land. T h e 
first requis i te of this s tate of th ings is tha t the land m u s t 
" pay," i.e., t he man who owns it must ei ther get a money 
profit ou t of it by his own exertions or f rom people to whom 
he has let it. I f it fails after a t ime from various causes to 
yield this profit, t he price of the land falls and we say Capital 
suffers. W h e n a merchan t finds his stock deter iorat ing from 
any cause with no prospect of improvement , he knows tha t 
h e c a n n o t afford to ho ld , and sells out as soon as possible to 
the best advantage , a n d the t ransact ion is closed so far as h e 
is conce rned . Capi ta l again suffers, and the merchand i se 
itself, being the work of men 's hands , is per ishable and soon 
d isappears with all its potential i t ies to p roduce more wealth. 
O n t h e other hand , l and is imper ishable to all in tents a n d 
purposes within the limits of t ime, and its potential i t ies are 
pract ical ly inexhaust ible , so tha t no mat te r at what price t he 
l and may s tand in the books of its owner, it always pays to 
ho ld it, even if unused , because he knows tha t with it in his 
possession he holds his fel lowman in the hollow of his h a n d , 
a n d tha t sooner or la ter he will bring him into bondage ; 
i ndeed by simply hold ing his land out of use h e has already 
pu t m e n into b o n d a g e to some other landowner , or forced 
t h e m out of their nat ive land . T h e possible unconsc iousness 
of t he l andowner regarding these effects does not alter the 
facts. 

T h a t it pays to ho ld land is p roved by the absence of 
ownerless land in this count ry , and yet how m a n y millions of 
acres are there lying out of cultivation, a n d why ? Because 
idle r ich men want t h e m for p laygrounds or because the 
cul t ivator is unab le to p roduce economic rent upon t h e m . 
I t has no t been suggested at any t ime, we th ink , that t he 
great bulk of the land referred to is incapable of p roduc ing 
at least enough to feed the cult ivator of it, or tha t working 
on the l and a n d eat ing of its p roduce will m a k e him weak, 
a n a e m i c or imbecile. No, it simply means tha t there would 
be no th ing left for t h e idle landowner , a n d that with h i m 
h u m a n life and happiness are no th ing compared with money . 
A n d our laws confi rm h im in this a t t i tude. T h i s affords a 
clear view of the god a n d pedesta l which we have erected in 
our H a l l s of Jus t ice , a n d to which we as a na t ion do bow. 
Bu t to r e s u m e ; rather than let healthy, hones t toilers suppor t 
themselves on his land to the keeping u p of the physical a n d 
mora l s tamina of t h e nat ion, the landowner keeps his acres 
unp roduc t i ve al together . I s this morali ty, patr iot ism, or even 
nat ional e c o n o m y ? 

I n closing, we would appeal to c lergymen a n d laymen alike 
to br ing their best c o m m o n s e n s e to bear on this subject . 
W e ven tu re to th ink tha t the urgent need for L a n d R e f o r m 
as an upl i f ter of society can easily be m a d e plain to any 
reasonab le man . 

H e n r y George 's r emedy is advoca ted because it has b e e n 
proved to be good and pract icable. Why then should there 
be any hesi ta t ion on the part of all ministers to throw the 
whole weight of their inf luence in its favour ? Single Taxers 
have no quarre l with minis ters regarding spiritual and mora l 
agencies , but only desire tha t these be appl ied in proper 
order , a n d that t he s ame regulat ion should apply to t he 
mater ial agencies. L e t the example of Christ be followed, 
a n d a blessing on all these agencies will surely ensue. 

M. G. 

SIGNS OF T H E TIMES. 

C o m m e n t i n g on the C o n f e r e n c e of Munic ipal Author i t ies 
to p romote a Bill for the R a t i n g of L a n d Values , t h e London 
Daily News (10 /12 /03) says : — I t is proposed to br ing un-
occupied land on to t he rate book, the suggested ra table 
value of such land being th ree per cent , on the price at 
which it would sell as be tween a willing buyer a n d a willing 
seller. T h i s will not only mean revenue, but it will cut at 
the pernic ious pract ice of holding land back f rom the publ ic 
use unti l it has r eached a fancy price. I t will stop the 
conspiracy of the landowner against the expans ion of the 
town, which is the prolific source of s lums a n d u r b a n 
misery. W h e n the owner has ei ther to pay rates or sell, he 
will not s tand in the way of the communi ty . " D o n ' t shoo t ; 
I will c o m e down," will be his formula. I t is in these 
mat ters of household reform tha t the t rue func t ion of 
Liberal ism consists. W e have wandered over the face of 
the ea r th in search of adven tu re long enough. I t is t ime 
we took stock of ourselves. Af te r all, as Mr. Ches te r ton 
(a writer to the Daily Nsws) has observed, t he illimitable 
veldt is not nearly so i l l imitable as, for example, South 
L o n d o n . 

T h e R a t i n g of L a n d Va lues . 
I t is i n t ended to in t roduce a Bill into t he next Session of 

Par l i ament dealing with the ra t ing of land values. T h e 
main purpose of the measure is to separate, in the mat ter 
of rat ing, l and from buildings, a n d to m a k e unoccup ied 
l and pay its fair share of local rates. T h e Bill has been 
draf ted , a n d it was laid be fore a private confe rence of 
representat ives of municipal i t ies in Eng land , I re land , a n d 
Wales on T h u r s d a y last, in t h e Manches te r T o w n Hal l . 
T h e L o r d Mayor of M a n c h e s t e r pres ided at the opening of 
the conference , and was succeeded in the chair by Mr. 
A lde rman Sou thern . Mr . Whit ley, M.P . , i n t roduced a n d 
explained the Bill for t h e separa te assessment of land, a n d 
for the paymen t of rates in respect of l and whether occupied 
or not, a n d also to ex tend the posit ion of electors to persons 
paying rates in respect of unoccup ied land. A few sug-
gestions or modif ica t ions were made , bu t t h e Bill was 
formally approved in principle. Ar r angemen t s were m a d e 
for a confe rence to b e held in Manches t e r on N o v e m b e r 26, 
and it was dec ided to invite Scott ish representa t ives to 
a t tend. A n appeal will then be m a d e to all t he rat ing 
authori t ies in t he k i n g d o m to endor se the Bill. A r m e d with 
this declara t ion of publ ic opinion, the p romoters of the Bill 
will go to t he G o v e r n m e n t a n d ask that it be m a d e a 
G o v e r n m e n t measure . 

A TIMELY A N D NECESSARY W A R N I N G . 

We take the following, which we cordially endorse, from a 
brilliant letter by C. K. Chesterton, which appeared in the 
London Daily News last month. It contains a warning our 
fellow-citizens would do well to heed :— 

Persona l ly I bel ieve de f in i t e ly in F r e e T r a d e . B u t 
t h e ques t ion before t h e c o u n t r y is not rea l ly t h e 
ques t ion of F r e e T r a d e , t h o u g h t h a t is obvious ly a n 
i m p o r t a n t ques t ion . T h e ques t ion before t h e c o u n t r y 
is w h e t h e r a G o v e r n m e n t , which h a s t u r n e d a g r e a t 
na t ion in to a g r e a t l a u g h i n g s tock, o u g h t t o be ab le 
to wipe o u t all its d i s h o n o u r b y the s imp le process of 
t h r o w i n g off one of i ts m e m b e r s to discuss a n y 
obv ious ly i m p o r t a n t ques t i on t h a t m a y come i n t o 
his h e a d . T h e ques t ion is, in o th e r words , w h e t h e r 
men w h o have agreed wi th each o the r in c o m m i t t i n g 
i n n u m e r a b l e ac ts of foo l i shness and bad pr inc ip le a re 
t o b e forgiven a t a n y m o m e n t when t h e y choose t o 
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p r e t e n d t o d i s a g r e e w i t h e a c h o t h e r a b o u t s o m e t h i n g 

e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t . I s , in s h o r t , a b a d E n g l i s h C a b i n e t 

t o b e a l w a y s c e r t a i n o f v i c t o r y if it t u r n s i t s e l f i n t o a 

g o o d s c h o o l b o y s ' d e b a t i n g c l u b ? If s o , t h e p r o s p e c t 

is l i k e t h e v e l d t : it i s i l l i m i t a b l e . A G o v e r n m e n t 

w i l l l e t o u r N a v y f a l l t o p i e c e s , a n d g e t o u t o f it b y 

c o m m i s s i o n i n g t h e P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l t o d i s c u s s 

w h e t h e r w e s h o u l d r e i n t r o d u c e t h e d u e l . A G o v e r n -

m e n t w i l l a l l o w c h o l e r a t o k i l l a t h i r d o f t h e p o p u l a -

t i o n , a n d w i l l o n l y h a v e t o t e l l t h e H o m e S e c r e t a r y 

t o r e s i g n a n d r o u s e t h e c o u n t r y w i t h a c a m p a i g n in 

f a v o u r o f v e g e t a r i a n i s m . A G o v e r n m e n t wi l l a l l o w 

u s t o b e b e a t e n b y P o r t u g a l , b u t a l l wi l l b e f o r g i v e n 

w h e n t h e b r i l l i a n t C o l o n i a l S e c r e t a r y s t a r t s h i s c a m -

p a i g n in t h e P r e s s h e a d e d " ' S h o u l d W o m e n P r o p o s e ? ' 

T h e s e q u e s t i o n s a r e a l l q u i t e i m p o r t a n t , l i k e R e t a l i a -

t i o n ; i n a l l t h e r e is m u c h t o b e s a i d o n b o t h s i d e s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y if, a s in t h e c a s e o f R e t a l i a t i o n , o n e s a y s 

o c c a s i o n a l l y w h a t i s n ' t t r u e . B u t i t i s p e r f e c t l y e v i d e n t 

t h a t a n a t i o n t h a t p e r m i t s t h i s s o r t o f t h i n g i s g o i n g 

s t r a i g h t t o w a r d s t h e r o c k s . 

" B E Y O N D T H E SUNSET,"* 
A n d o t h e r V e r s e s . 

U n d e r t h e a b o v e t i t le F l o r e n c e V e r i n d e r , e ldes t d a u g h t e r 
nf ou r e s t e e m e d co-woike r , F r e d e r i c k V e r i n d e r . ha s p u b l i s h e d 
.1 sin ill v o l u m e of p o e m s , t o g e t h e r wi th t w o h i s to r ica l plays, 
whii:li l a t t e r s eem t o us b th i n t e r e s t ing a n d specially 
s u i t a b l e for r e p r e s e n t a t i o n at s choo l e n t e r t a i n m e n t s , for 
which p u r p o s e they a r e i n t e n d e d . T h o u g h we c a n m a k e n o 
c la im t o b e a n y j u d g e of poe t ry , yet we m u s t say t ha t s o m e 
of t h e p o e m s , m o s t of wh ich a p p e a r e d in The New <1s;e, 
s e e m t o us well wor thy of p r e s e r v a t i o n in book f o r m , m o r e 
epecia l ly , pe rhaps , t h o s s e n t ' t l e d " D e s e r t F lowers , ' ' " T h e 
C o u n t r y of t h e W o r l d , " a n d " T h e Bat t l e of I . i fe ." T h i s 
lat ter , w e t rus t , t h e g i f i ed a u t h o r e s s will p a r d o n us repro-
d u c i n g in ful l , so as t o give o u r r e a d e r s s o m e i d e a of t h e 
b e a u t y of t h o u g h t a n d exp re s s ion w h i c h r u n s t h r o u g h all 
Mis s V t r i n d e i ' s p o e m s , a n d w h i c h p r o m i s e s e v e n be t t e r 
work in t h e f u t u r e , w h e n he r u n d o u b t e d ta lent h a s h a d t i m e 
to m a t u r e . I t r u n s as fo l lows :— 

The heart ol man full passionately cried :— 
" My love shall live, and all my f>)enien fall." 

But Love made answer :—" Am I not world-wide? 
I am not thine until thou lovest all." 

So man went forth his inmost wrongs to slay, 
In earth's fair morning ; and he tighteth ye t ; 

But he shall come, and his dead hatieds lay 
At Love's own feet, before the sun has set. 

L . H B 

* " Beyond the Sunset," and other Verses, by Florence Verinder. 
Published (2s. net, 2s. 3d. post free) by Frederick Verinder, 376 77 
Strand, London, W. 

AIMS OF THE S INGLE T A X K R S . — W h a t w e p r o p o s e is n o t 
the d i s t u r b i n g of a n y m a n in h i s h o l d i n g o r t i t le, bu t by 
abo l i sh ing all t axes o n i ndus t ry o r its p r o d u c t s , t o leave t o 
t he p r o d u c e r t h e ful l f ru i t s of h i s exer t ion a n d by t h e 
t axa t ion of l a n d values , exc lus ive of i m p r o v e m e n t s , t o d e v o t e 
to t h e c o m m o n use a n d bene f i t t h o s e values , w h i c h , ar is ing 
no t f r o m t h e exe r t ion of t h e i n d i v i d u j ' , h u t f rom t h e g rowth 
of socie ty , b e l o n g jus t ly t o t h e c o m m u n i n as a who le . 'I his 
i n c r e a s e d t axa t ion of l and , n o t a c c o r d i n g 10 its a r ea , h u t 
a c c o r d i n g t o its va lue , mus t , wh i l e re l iev ing t h e working 
f a r m e r a n d smal l h o m e s t e a d o w n e r of t h e u n d u e b u r d e n s 
now i m p o s e d u p o n t h e m , m a k e it u n p r o f i t a b l e t o ho ld l and 
for specu l a t i on , a n d t h u s t h row o p e n a b u n d a n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
for t h e e m p l o y m e n t of l abou r a n d t h e b u i l d i n g u p of ho tnes . 
Platform, Syracuse , N . V., Aug . 19, 1887. 

A CASE IN POINT. 

In t h e first issue of t h e Liberator (loth F e b i u a t y , 1900) 
th i s sat i r ical a d v e r t i s e m e n t a p p e a r e d :—-

Wanted - to know what effect the electric t ram-
way Via College Hill will have on rents and land 
values in the neighbourhood of Jervois Road. 

W e have wai ted ove r t h r e e years for t h e t r u e answer , 
wh ich is given a t last in a n a d v e r t i s e m e n t in t he Star 011 
2 n d May ult . , t h u s :— 

Jervois Estate - Subdivided into choice building 
sites—level a l lo tments- r ich soil—unique position 
- o n l y ten minutes from Queen Street Wharf by 
the electric cars running every three m i n u t e s -
gas and water—first come, first pick, &c., &c. 

T h e plan which a c c o m p a n i e s t h e a d v e r t i s e m e n t s h o w s o n e 
h u n d r e d a n d thir ty a l l o t m e n t s , p r i ced at f r o m £2 10s. t o 
£ l per foot f ron t age , a n d y ie ld ing a to ta l of . £ 2 0 , 1 4 9 10s. 
as t he a m o u n t of t r i b u t e d e m a n d e d f r o m 130 c i t i zens of 
A u c k l a n d for pe rmiss ion t o m a k e h o m e s for t hemse lves . 

T h i s l and is por t ion of a l>! ck c o n t a i n i n g 3 8 J a c r e s t ha t 
ha s b e e n he ld id le by an a b s e n t e e for years . T h e r a t e a b l e 
va lue of t h e who le b lock was assessed at , £ 3 5 0 for t h e yea r 
e n d i n g 31st M a y ult . , a n d t h e r a t e pa id (2s . 2?,d. in t h e £ ) 
was , £ 3 8 12s. 1 rd . 

T h i s r e p r e s e n t e d an u n i m p r o v e d v a l u e of . £ 7 , 0 0 0 for t h e 
whole 38A ac r r s . T h i s year ( p r e s u m a b l y for d e c e n c y ' s s a k e ) 
th i s value"is i nc r ea sed tt>;£ii,ooo for " r a t i n g " p u r p o s e s , 
a n d assessed a t . £ 5 5 0 , b u t for " s e l l i n g " p u r p o s e s over 
, £ 2 0 0 0 0 is a s k e d for a mo ie ty of t h e l a n d ! 

It is safe t o say tha t , w h e n th i s is d i s p o s e d of, n o t less 
t h a n £ r 0 , 0 0 0 will b e a s k e d for t h e o the r m o i e t y , m a k i n g , 
say, , £ 3 0 , 0 0 0 pa>able by t h e p e o p l e of A u c k l a n d — for what 1 

Let t h e agen t ' s a d v e r t u e m e n t a n s w e r :—for a " s i te " (i.e., 
a local p o s i t i o n ) — f o r T r a m s e r v i c e — f o r G a s s e r v i c e — f o r 
W a t e r s e r v i c e — f o r p rox imi ty t o Q u e e n S t r e e t . 

But wha t h a d t h e a b s e n t e e t o d o with t h e s e t h i n g s ? a n d 
what is d u e t o him for t h e m ? " £30,000—and as m u c h 
m o r e a s h e c a n g e t " says o u r a b s u r d a n d i n i q u i t o u s l and 
law. " Abso lu t e ly n o t h i n g , " says t h e still smal l v o i c e of 
E q u i t y . — T h e Liberator, A u c k l a n d , J u n e , 1903. 

HOW T O R A T E MINERALS. 

To the Editor of " Land Values." 

Dear S i r , — Y o u r c o r r e s p o n d e n t J . S. will n o d o u b t p a r d o n 
m e for n o t e n t e r i n g in to a m e r e ve rba l d i scuss ion l e ad ing 
o u t s i d e i h e q u e s t i o n ; a n d h e will p e r h a p s a lso p e r m i t m e 
t o refer h i m t o my p rev ious le t ters for a n a n s w e r t o his 
s o m e w h a t s ingular m i sconcep t i ons . 

I h a d t h o u g h t it was m u i u a l l y a g r e e d t h a t m i n e r a l s 
s h o u l d p roper ly be ra ted on a d i f fe ren t basis t o s u r f a c e l a n d ; 
a n d for th i s r eason I sugges t ed t h e advisab i l i ty of dis-
t i ngu i sh ing be tween t h e m , i n s t ead of mixing t h e m u p to-
g e t h e r u n d e r t h e c o m m o n t e r m of " M i n i n g l a n d " — a n d I 
h a v e t h e s a m e op in ion still . 

My or ig inal sugges t ion with r e g a r d t o t h e m a n n e r of 
ra t ing, o r t ax ing t h e m , was subs tan t i a l ly s imi lar t o t h e c o u r s e 
sugges ted by Mr . M. J . S tewar t in you r last issue, viz., a 
r a te o r roya l ty o n o u i p u ' , which w o u l d of c o u r e b e g r a d e d 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a n d h a \ e t h e f u r t h e r a d v a n -
tage ( re fe r red to by tha t g e n t l e m a n ) of n o t p ress ing ha rd ly 
o n p r o s p e c t o r s of u n p r o d u c t i v e m i n e i ; a n d , as I h a v e a l r eady 
answered , t h e sugges t ions of J . S. t ha t s u c h a c h a r g e wou ld 
no t on ly fall on t h e c o n s u m e r , bu t a lso t e n d t o p r e v e n t 
m i n e s f r o m b e i n g worked , it would b e u n w o r t h y t r e s pa s s ing 
on you r s p a c e t o g o ove r t h e s a m e g r o u n d aga in . 

We are, of cou r se , i n t e r e s t e d in t h e na t i ona l r e s to r a t i on 
of all na tu ra l r e sources , a n d by t h e g r a d u a l a n d constitutional 
process of t axa t ion o n values. T o J . S . ' s contra, but some-
what en igmat i ca l sugges t i on of " c l a s s " legislation, I have, 
t he re fo re , n o t h i n g to s a j . — Y o u r s faithfully, 
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London is to have a new twopenny tube, and thus the 
Glzsgou. Evening News, 16/1/04:—'" Hut the landlords of 
North London know all about the new "tube," and may be 
relied upon to increase the rents. Before there was a Two 
penny T u b e to Shepherd's Hush, houses there and at 
Bedford Park, which artistic areas lie a little further west 
had reasonable rents. They are not high yet, but the land 
lords took care that what the residenters saved through 
travelling to town by " t u b e " for twopence, instead of by 
bus for sixpence, was added to the rent. This was 'cute, 
but surely scarcely fair, for the landlords, of course, did not 
contribute one penny towards the cost of the " tube." 

• • # 

T h e News c o n t i n u e s T h e householder grumbled at 
first, but he soon settled down, and now bis attitude is that 
although living out there costs him much the same as 
before, he has the advantage of a most convenient, comfort-
able, and swift means of getting to his woik and back 
again." 

» * 
If the landlords did not contribute one penny towards 

the cost of the tube the question is—Why should they have 
the financial advantage ? It may be all the same, or even 
better, for the householder who uses the tube, but why 
should the landlords who contribute nothing to the making 
of an improvement reap any special benefit? It is not 
because they are " 'cute " that the landlords thrive in this 
way on the labour of others. There are any number of 
" 'cute " men using the tube daily. N o ; the landlords may 
be the most stupid men in London. They will scoop in the 
higher rents all the same, simply because the tube passes 
through, or alongside, their land. T h e " residenters" could 
not prevent this advance in rent, not even by an Act of 
Parliament. All that can be done is, by taxing land values, 
to take the financial benefit of such improvement for public 
purposes, and to correspondingly relieve the "residenter" of 
the growing burden of the rates. 

» * » 
R E D U C E D T R A M W A Y F A R E S INCREASE L A N D V A L U E S . — 

T h e Auditor of the Local Government Board, in a report 
read before the Finance Committee of the Bournemouth 
County Borough Council, on November 24th, 1903, depre-
cated " the undue haste displayed in pressing for reductions 
of tramway fares, the benefit of which to the users of tram-
ways is problematical, it being a well ascertained fact that 
all such reductions are followed by a rise in land value 
along the line of route. This circumstance," he contended, 
" must bias those interested in the rise to support agitations 
for the reduction of fares, so that a certain amount of 
suspicion as to the nature of the agitation is allowable ?" 
H e then continues " As practically all money spent on im-
provements is so much unavoidable addition to the land values 
of the Borough, the Tramway Committee are well justified 
in resisting reductions of fares which merely still further 
increase land values at the expense of the ratepayers, and 
the Committee have apparently acted wisely in this direc-
tion." 

• » * 
True it is that " all money spent on improvements is so 

much unavoidable addition to the land values of the 
Borough.'' But that such land values should accrue only 

to a limited and privileged class is by no means unavoid-
able. If all such local bodies were empowered or required 
to base their assessment for taxation purposes on the un-
improved value of the land within their administrative area', 
then the benefits arising from puhlic improvement anil 
economies would benefit all, not as now only a very limited 
privileged class. 

• • • 
The power of this privileged class to hampir public im-

provements, as well as to pocket their financial results, is 
being brought home to the citizens of Bournemouth in 
other ways. They propose constructing a very important 
new road right round the cliffs, called the Undercliff Drive, 
and we lake ihe following suggestive extract from the report 
of the deputation appointed by the Bournemouth Town 
Council 10 visit other sea side places to obtain information 
on the subjec t—"The cooperat ion and assistance of the 
ground landlords in such a scheme and |>olicy are essential, 
and we suggest that they should be approached and asked 
to give such facilities as the Council need. Then can be no 
doubt that the effect must in the long run be to qirat/r enhance 
tht value of the estates in which the landowners are in tens ted, 
and we doubt, therefore, whether any difficulty will be ex-
perienced in obtaining a favourable decision." 

• • » 
The deputation seem to us very innocent or very sanguine 

men. There can be no doubt but that " the cooperat ion 
and assistance of the ground landlords are essent ia l ;" nor 
that " the effect must be in the long run greatly to enhance 
the value of their estates." And yet they will probably find 
that a large tribute will have to be paid to these very gentle-
men before they will be allowed to proceed wiih any such 
undertaking. And this is only what they should expect. 
Secure to some few, or recognise the power of some few, 
to control the use of the earth, and they will determine the 
terms upon which it shall be allowed to be used. And 
their terms in almost all cases will be, to use a well-known 
phrase, " all that the traffic will bear." 

• * • 
Yes, the owners of the earth everywhere necessarily be-

come the rulers of the earth, and the direct cause of the 
im|>overishment and enslavement of the rest of iheir fellow-
citizens. To-day it is not necessary to re-establish the 
ancient institution of chattel slavery to enslave the masses 
and to deprive them of an ever increasing portion and pro-
portion of the fruits of their toiL All that is necessary is 
that we shall secure to some the control of the use of the 
earth, on which alone men can live, from which everything 
necessary to existence and comfort can alone be produced. 

• • * 
As Clarence S. Darrow well expresses it in a little book, 

"Resist not Evil," which we reviewed last month :—" All life 
comes primarily from the earth and without access to this 
great first source of being, men must die. . . From the private 
ownership of men, the rulers have passed to the private 
ownership of the earth and the control of the land. The 
rulers no longer have the right to buy and sell the man, to 
send him here and there to suit their will. They simply 
have the power to dictate the terms upon which he can 
stand upon the earth. With the mines, the forests, the 
harbours, the railroads, and all really valuable productive 
land in the ruler's hands, the dominance and power of man 
over his fellows is absolute and complete. It is not neces 
sary to show that it is the ruling class that own the earth -
the owners of the earth must be the ruling class." 
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" H o u s i n g acts a re only palliatives. T h e y have to be 
passed b y force, a n d a m e n d e d by compromise . But they 
d o not t o u c h t he root of t he evil, for wh ch t he t r ans fe rence 
of taxat ion f rom t h e h o u s e s which indus t ry erec ts to the 
land which id leness re ta ins idle, would b e not only a drast ic 
bu t an a u t o m a t i c c u r e . — M o r n i n g Leader, D e c e m b e r 31, 

A work ing m a n writes t o t he Daily Navs to explain " t h a t 
e ight pee r s suppor t ing Mr . C h a m b e r l a i n ' s policy own 
1 , 620 ,000 acres, a n d tha t it would be in teres t ing to know if 
p ro tec t ion is car r ied t o what ex ten t t h e i ncomes of these 
would b e increased ." B u t it should be jus t as in teres t ing to 
know t h a t it would no t b e difficult to u n e a r t h t he n a m e s of 
men who own 1 , 620 ,000 acres, t h e rent of which is well 
ma in t a ined u n d e r ou r present fiscal policy a n d cons t i tu tes 
now a tax o n indus t ry . 

* * * 

" I was at a mee t ing of t he G a r d e n City Associat ion last 
week," writes a co r r e sponden t . " Mr . R y d e r Hagga rd , who 
is not a L a n d R e f o r m e r , in del iver ing his op in ion on the 
Site for t he new city, i nc luded in his recapi tu la t ion of the 
advan tages of p lacing a popu la t ion there , t he rise in the 
value of su r round ing l a n d . I t s o u n d e d very o d d in the 
mids t of expec ted benef i t s to t he prospec t ive ci t izens." 

* * * 

O u r recen t art icle o n " Van i sh ing App les " deeply inter-
es ted a m a n whose p o n d e r o u s p e n - n a m e is " Not-going 
back- to- the- land just-yet ." 

O u r ex-farmer winds u p his in teres t ing let ter by telling 
m e of o n e str iking ins tance of t he possibili t ies of apple: 
fa rming in Bri tain. A small f a rmer , he says, bough t half 
an acre of land , a n d m a d e over ^ 4 5 ou t of his app le c rop 
on tha t bi t of land in o n e season, bes ides growing a good 
c rop of po ta toes u n d e r t he trees. A d j o i n i n g is a piece of 
land, ten t imes as big, owned by t he squire. I t p roduces 
virtually no th ing ; yet t he owner refuses to sell it to someone 
who would p u t it to prof i tab le use. Wi th such l andowners 
as t h e s e in t he count ry , how can agr icul ture prosper ?— 
Answers. 

* * 

T h o u g h Mr. C h a m b e r l a i n may heroical ly re fuse " to 
despair of his count ry , " t h e count ry is manifes t ly c o m m e n c -
ing to despa i r of Mr . C h a m b e r l a i n , a n d to have lost all con-
f idence in his polit ical insight as well as in his political 
hones ty . 

• » • 

" L e a r n t o th ink imperia l ly ! " such is " t he precious 
legacy," t h e par t ing message which this d i sc red i ted poli t ician 
h i s the s u b l i m e audac i ty to a d d r e s s to his fellow-citizens. 
Since 1896, at all even ts s ince t he J a m i e s o n Raid , this erst-
while r epub l i can has l ea rned t o th ink imperially, a n d is 
p robab ly so p leased with t he resul t tha t h e d e e m s it advis-
able tha t his m o r e sober -minded , or less ambi t ious fellow-
citizens shou ld c o m m e n c e to d o likewise. 

* * • 

" L e a r n t o th ink imperial ly ! " not accura te ly or impartially 
or with d u e regard to t h e d ic ta tes of equi ty or of c o m m o n -
sense, bu t imperial ly. T h i n k imperial ly, a n d t he r e is no 
knowing to what d e e d s you may be i n d u c e d to commit 
yourselves. By t h i n k i n g imperial ly you m a y even be 
p repa red to sacrifice t ens of t h o u s a n d s of lives a n d spend 
over two h u n d r e d mil l ion p o u n d s sterl ing in o rde r to pro-
mo te t h e colonisat ion of South Afr ica by C h i n a m e n for the 
i m m e d i a t e benef i t of a h a n d f u l of cosmopol i t an mine 
owners . 

• # • 

" L e a r n to th ink imperially ! " a n d you may even learn 
to b e p rou 1, no t only of our wealth a n d our power, but of 
the recent use Mr. Chamberlain a n d his allies, ins ide and 
outs ide th j Cab ine t , have m a d e of tha t power " in order to 
inf luence the civilisation of the world ." 

" Learn to th ink imperially ! " a n d ques t ions of mere 
social re form will soon cease to interest you. You will not 
waste t ime in consider ing ways a n d m e a n s by which t he 
fu tu re of our own people may b e m a d e be t t e r than t h e past , 
by means of which physical , menta l , mora l a n d spiri tual 
deve lopmen t may be b rough t within t h e reach of the 
h u m b l e s t amongs t our own fellow-citizens. Per i sh t he 
thought . T h i n k imperially, a n d you will b e m o r e inter-
ested in the shor tcomings of the Boers in South Afr ica , of 
t he Thibe t ians , or of t he Somalis, t han in those of o u r own 
social laws a n d ins t i tu t iens . 

The re fo re it is, pe rhaps , tha t poli t icians of the type of 
Mr. Chamber l a in would feign have t he people t augh t to 
th ink imperially. 

# • • 

Be that as it may, we mus t confess to have lost all 
interest in Mr . Chamber la in a n d his vagaries, even in his 
much adver t i sed Tariff Commiss ion , or Committee. T r u e 
it is, to use t he words of t he resolut ion carr ied at t h e over-
flow mee t ing in t he Gui ldha l l Ya rd , t ha t " a c o m p l e t e re-
considera t ion of t he fiscal policy of t he k i n g d o m is of vital 
impor t ance at th is m o m e n t . " But t he r e are no g r o u n d s to 
h o p e tha t this C o m m i t t e e by the grace of K i n g Chamber -
lain is likely to be of the slightest use in this d i rec t ion . 

• * * 

W h a t does interest us, what d o e s t roub le us, is t h e 
p robab le use t he Liberal Par ty is likely to m a k e of the 
oppor tun i ty Mr. Chamber l a in has c rea ted for t h e m . We 
mus t confess t ha t we see no reason to be sanguine . T o 
our m i n d s Whigs are little or n o be t te r t han To r i e s ; ahd 
we fear that recent deve lopment s are likely to s t rengthen 
the posit ion of the Whigs in the Liberal c a m p . 

* . • 

Peace , r e t r enchmen t , a n d reform, a re veiy good words, 
a n d have a pleasing s o u n d . T h e y may mean m u c h or 
l i t t l e ; a n d we should very m u c h l ike to know wha t they 
mean in t he m o u hs of official L ibera l s a t t he p iesen t crisis 
in our nat ional history. Inc reased taxat ion seems inevitable. 
T h i s taxation Chamber l a in a n d his allies would have ga ined 
by t he taxation of the food a n d indus t ry of t h e people . 
H o w d o e s the Liberal Par ty p ropose ro raise it ? T h i s is 
t he ques t ion ; we have yet t o receive a def ini te answer . 

* * * 

T h e a l ternat ive is clear enough. F,ither t he food and 
industry of t he many or t he priviliges of t he f tw, mus t be 
m a d e the basis of the fiscal policy of t he k i n g d o m . T h e 
Tories , u n d e r t he pre tence of " P r o t e c t i o n " or " Retal ia-
t ion, ' or " Preferent ia l T a r i f f ' , " have dec lared their plan. 
W h e n will t he Liberal leaders proc la im t h e i r s ? T h e 
pressure of t he financial posit ion will f c r c e t h e m to d o so, 
sooner or later. T h e y can only play in to t he h a n d s of t he 
Tor ies if they defe r it. 

* * t 
T h e y know, or shou ld know, as we know, t h a t t h e 

smallest ins ta lment of t he a l ternat ive policy, t he t axa t ion of 
land values, would do m o r e to p r o m o t e t he well-being of 
t he masses of the people, to encourage indust ry a n d to 
increase t rade, bo th at h o m e and abroad , bo th expor t s a n d 
imports , t han any " scientific " tariff tha t t he wit of m a n can 
possibly devise. Why do they hesi tate ? Is it t h e fear of 
losing v o t e s ? T h e y need not fear tha t . Le t t h e peop le 
once bel ieve in their sincerity, let t h e m feel t ha t they 
in tend tackling t h e ques t ion of l and reform, a n d they will 
create a wave of popular en thus iasm such as t he Liberal 
Party has not evoked s ince the repeal of t h e C o r n IJIWS. 

* • » 

Paradoxical as it may sound , we are firmly conv inced that 
the masses of t h e people are Radical , m o r e radical t han t he 
Liberal l e a d e r s ; a n d tha t this accoun t s for the long reign of 
the To ry party. When a n d where there is n o defini te dividing 
line be tween t he two pai t ies , the Conserva t ives will always 
be in power. T h e Liberals now have an oppor tun i ty of 
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creating that line and maintaining it. T h e taxation of land 
values will soon separate the sheep from the goats, the true 
Liberals from the half-hearted Whigs or Tories still hidden 
in their camps. 

• •» * 

Speaking at Hastings, Monday, January 4th, the Borough 
Member, Mr. Freeman Thomas, M. P., sa id—" T h e better 
housing of the working classes and the taxation of land 
values were other important questions. With regard to the 
taxation of land values there were no great difficulties. H e 
thought it was only right that landowners should pay for the 
benefit they derived from the labour of working men and 
others whose enterprise developed their estates. As an 
instance of this, the Hon. Member mentioned his own 
estate near Eastbourne, where a few years ago he obtained 
only agricultural value for land which now sold at hund-eds 
of pounds per acre.'' 

• * # 
" T h e f t is a curous crime. Some say that it is not a 

crime at all, that it is but the logical outcome of the state 
of society in which we live, that it is but an instinctive pro-
test against the sublime, all reaching theft of the earth—of 
land"—Bir t . KenneJy in " L o n d o n in Shadow." 

• * * 
We take the followirg letter from the pages of the Property 

Market Review, of December i6*.h, 1903. Comment is 
need less :— 

7 o the Editor, PROPERTY M A R K E T REVIEW. 
SIR,—We notice in this week's issue that you mention 

the fact that Dan l i n o ' s residence at Clapham has been 
acquired by a French Community of Nuns. 

It may, perhips, be of interest for y iu to know that we 
were instrumental in disp >sing of the freehold of the 
property—a ground rent of £ 1 per annum, with reversion 
in about 40 years. The price we were able to secure was 
the moderate one of . £2 ,500 , or 8,500 years' purchase, 
which is we think not a bad figure for subuiban land. 

T h e property was, we believe, acquired some ten or 
twelve years ago f >r the modest su n of . £ 6 0 0 !—Yours, Ac., 

JOHN BOTT & SONS. 

• • * 
500 of the unemployed at Toronto, Canada, met on 

Christmas eve (according to a report in the Glasgow Herald, 
15/1/04) , and by resolution protested strongly against the 
encouragement given to indiscriminate emigration from 
other countries for skilled and unskilled employment. 

* • • 

Mr. F. Piper, Evesham, in a letter to the local press on 
the fiscal fight, says :—The Radical polirry is indicated in 
the agitation that has been quietly going on for a long time 
now, in favour of what is called the taxation of land values. 
Instead of starting a whole lot of new indirect taxes, we 
want to get rid of all the taxes that we have at present that 
press unjustly upon the poor, and to abolish all those that 
penalise industry and tend to bindtr the production of 
wealth. We want to abolish all these taxes, I say, and to 
replace them with taxes on the value of land, irrespective of 
improvements. 

* # » 

T h e Glasgow Corporation have issued a report of the 
proceedings of the Conference on the Taxation of Land 
Values held in the Hote l Metropole, London , 2 1 / 1 0 / 9 2 ; 
the proceedings at the meeting of the committee appointed 
at the Conference held in the City Chambers. G asgow, 
21 /4 /03 ; the meeting of the committee held in Westminster 
Palace Hotel , London, 26 /11 /03 ; the meeting of the com-
mittee held in the Westminster Palace Hotel, London , 
9 / 1 2 / 0 3 ; and of the second Conference held at ihe same 
place on the same date. 

» •» # 
It is in this municipal effort, now so promising, that the 

hope of the movement for the taxation of land values is to 
be found. T h e Corporations of Manchester and Lirerpool 

have agreed to join with Glasgow in defraying the expense 
of bringing before Parliament next session a Bill dealing 
with the subject. The Bill will be presented in the name 
of some of the most important local Rating Authorities in 
the couiitiy. 

• f t 

Mr. Augustine Birrell, speaking at Coventry last month, 
said he "somet imes wondered what had become of the 
Radicalism of this couutry." We know some Radicals who 
sometimes wonder what hope there is of the Liberal leaders 
of to day waking up out of their long sleep. Meanwhile the 
l a b o u r Party are making the pace for Radical support. 
T h e same evening Mr. Asquith at Southport welcomed the 
co-operation of the Free Foodersas the flower of the Unionist 
Party, and talked a trifle vaguely about the Liberal policy 
of the taxation of land. Probably Mr. Asquith means land 
values. 

» • • 

The Independent Review for January has two articles on 
the Iuind Quest ion: an editorial, " Land Monopoly, the 
Appeal to History," and " Land Reform v. Protection," by 
Mr. Charles Trevelyan, M.P. 

• » • 
Professor Smart told a Glasgow meeting, 25/1/04, that he 

had been startled to find, from the Board of Trade returns, 
that we imported . £ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 of foreign fruit. Another 
startling statement made by the speaker of the evening was 
" that fruit land in the Blairgowrie district was rented at 
from , £ t o to £ 1 2 per acre." T h e subject of the lecture, 
illustrated by l ime light views, was " Back to the l a n d : Is 
Fruit Fanning a Solution ? " 

* » • 

An interesting picture on the screen would have been 
the landlord and the rate collector imposing their tariffs. 
But perhaps such a picture would have " startled" the 
audience into figuring out the difference to the workers 
between Mr. Chamberlain's proposal and the present system. 
T h e meeting was held under the auspices of the Scottish 
Council for Women's Trades, the Christian Social Union 
the Scottish Christian Social Union, and the Scottish Co-
operative Union. 

• t • 

Last month we gave utterance to the though's 
suggested to our mind by the death of Herbert Spencer, 
which took place at Brighton on the eighth of December. 
Here we might mention that those who would acquaint 
themselves with his earliest and latest views on the Land 
Question, would do well to write for l a n d Restoration 
Tract, No. 2, entitled " Mr. Herbert Spencer on the l a n d 
Question," and which contains the whole of Chapter IX of 
"Social Statics" (1851) together with certain extracts from 
" J u s t i c e " (1891. ) T o be obtained from these offices, 
price one penny, post free l i d . , or 5 / per 100, carriage for-
ward. T h e correspondence which passed in October 1894, 
between Mr. Spencer and Mr. F. Verinder, then the 
General Secretary of the English Land Restoration League, 
was also published in pamphlet form, under the title of "Mr. 
Herbert Spencer and the l a n d Restoration League," and is 
also obtainable at the same price from our offices. In 
answer to many enquiries, we might also mention here 
that Henry George's book, " A Perplexed Philosopher," 
which is " a n examination of Mr. Herbert Spencer's various 
utterances on the Land Question, with some incidental 
reference to his Synthetic Philosophy," is still in print, and, 
as will be seen from our advertisement columns, can be 
obtained from these offices, paper 1 / , cloth 1/6, post free. 

Surely the common good demands that in selecting a 
principle of taxation encouragement of production, rather 
than of monopoly, should determine the cho ice .—Taxa t ion 
Report, Illinois, 1894. 
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THE ETHICS OF DEMOCRACY. * 

" W h a t is t h e his tory of socia l p rog re s s b u t a s tory 
of succes s ive s t rugg les in wh ich l a rge r a n d larger oppo r -
t u n i t i e s fo r all h a v e b e e n wres ted f r o m m o r e a n d m o r e 
s u b t l e m o d e s of pr ivi lege for t h e few ? W h a t is it b u t 
a s to ry of success ive a c h i e v e m e n t s for f r e e d o m ove r 
t y r a n n y , o n h i g h e r a n d h i g h e r p l a n e s ? W h a t is it b u t 
a s tory of succes s ive t r i u m p h s for t h e r igh t s of m a n 
o v e r t h e r igh ts of m a s t e r s ? . . . T h e war fa re of d e m o -
c racy aga ins t pr iv i lege in t h e m o s t s u b t l e f o r m s it ha s 
ye t d i sc losed , h a s b u t j u s t b e g u n . Ye t we m a y conf i -
d e n t l y be l i eve , with t h e o p t i m i s m of t h e t r u e d e m o c r a t , 
t h a t th i s m o d e r n ba t t l e for t h e e t h i c s of d e m o c r a c y will 
e n d , a s all t h o s e w h i c h h a v e p r e c e d e d it in t he his tory 
of t h e r a c e h a v e e n d e d , in a v ic tory for r ights ove r 
p r iv i l eges . " 

T h e a b o v e words , we h a v e t a k e n f r o m h is I n t r o d u c t i o n , 
give t h e k e y - n o t e of t h e v a l u a b l e a n d t ime ly b o o k c u r 
e s t e e m e d c o w o r k e r , M r . L o u i s F . Pos t , e d i t o r of The Public, 
has j u s t p u b l i s h e d , a n d to w h i c h we a c c o r d a m o s t s i n c e i e 
a n d h e a r t y we lcome . F o r it is a b o o k t h a t will r e jo ice t h e 
hea r t , a s well as c o n f i r m t h e fa i th , of every t r u e d e m o c r a t , 
of eve ry lover of soc ia l r i gh t eousnes s . I n it no t ODly a r e 
t h e e th i c s of d e m o c r a c y , t h e i m m u t a b l e a n d f u n d a m e n t a l 
p r inc ip le s of socia l r i g h t e o u s n e s s , luc id ly e x p o u n d e d , b u t 
the i r d i r ec t b e a r i n g o n t h e p r o b l e m s of b o t h ind iv idua l a n d 
social l ife a r e i l lumina t ing ly r e v e a l e d . By t h e i r revea l ing 
l ight m o s t of t h e q u e s t i o n i n g s a n d p r o b l e m s which to-day 
t r o u b l e t h e h e a r t a n d p e r p l e x t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g of e th i ca l 
m i n d e d m e n a r e sea rch ing ly e x a m i n e d , a n d the i r t r u e n a t u r e 
a n d e s s e n c e m a d e c l ea r to o u r m e n t a l vis ion. W i t h t h e 
resul t t ha t Mr . P o s t h a s given u s a b o o k w h i c h n o n e of u s 
c a n r e a d w i thou t f ee l ing ou r se lves b e t t e r e q u i p p e d t o con-
t i n u e t h e s t rugg le for f r e e d o m , r i g h t e o u s n e s s , a n d jus t ice , 
aga ins t t y r a n n y , m o n o p o l y , a n d opp re s s ion , in wh ich it is 
t h e pr iv i lege of d e m o c r a t s t o t a k e pa r t , a n d which c a n n o t 
c e a s e unt i l t h e v ic tory of d e m o c r a c y , of social jus t ice , shal l 
h a v e b e e n s e c u r e d , un t i l , t o u s e o u r a u t h o r ' s words , 
" r i g h t e o u s n e s s a n d p e a c e shal l h a v e k issed , a n d t h e e t h i c s 
of d e m o c r a c y shal l b e t h e a c k n o w l e d g e d e t h i c s of t h e r ace . " 

T h e b o o k is d e d i c a t e d t o t h e g rea te s t a p o s t l e of d e m o -
c racy , of social j u s t i ce , t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y p r o d u c e d , 
t h e m a n o n w h o s e w o r k s it is a v o w e d l y b a s e d , in t h e follow-
ing t r u e a n d te l l ing w o r d s •-*' T o t h e m e m o r y of H e n r y 
G e o r g e , p r e c e p t o r a n d f r i end , a p h i l o s o p h e r w h o p r o f o u n d l y 
e x p l o r e d t he p r inc ip l e s of socia l l ife for very love of m a n k i n d , 
a po l i t i ca l t c o n o m i s t w h o sc ient i f ica l ly t r a c e d e c o n o m i c laws 
to the i r r o o t s in t h e m o r a l law, a p o p u l a r l e a d e r w h o q u a i l e d 
b e f o r e n o m o r a l wrong , a d e v o t e d c h a m p i o n w h o s e fai th was 
g r o u n d e d in m o r a l r igh t , a c o n s t r u c t i v e s t a t e s m a n w h o saw 
in t h e e t h i c s of d e m o c r a c y t h e n a t u r a l laws of h u m a n 
p r o g r e s s . " 

T h e mos t in s t ruc t ive , as well a s t h e m o s t or ig inal , c h a p t e r 
in t h e o p e n i n g b o o k s is, p e r h a p s , t h e o n e o n " S u c c e s s , " 
f r o m w h i c h we fee l i m p e l l e d t o q u o t e t h e fol lowing, as it 
s e e m s t o us t o c o n t a i n m a n y t r u t h s it is very necessa ry we 
s h o u l d c lear ly u n d e r s t a n d , a n d at t i m e s bo ld ly avow a n d 
proclaim—Success ! 

" By n a t u r a l law succes s d o e s d e p e n d u p o n in-
d u s t r y ; a n d t h e d e g r e e a n d in t e l l i gence of t h e i n d u s t r y 
d o e s na tu ra l ly d e t e r m i n e t h e m e a s u r e of t h e success . 
T h i s wou ld b e t r u e a lso in a c t u a l e x p e r i e n c e if i ndus t ry 
w e r e iden t i f i ed exc lus ive ly with r e n d e r i n g service . T h e n 
succes s w o u l d n o t b e m e r e l y a pr ize for t h e ext ra-
o r d i n a r y fea ts of a few, a n d s o m e t h i n g a lmos t a s 
dif f icul t t o k e e p as to get . I t wou ld b e t he reward of 
all, a n d t o e a c h a c c o r d i n g t o t he m e a s u r e of his use fu l -

* The Ethics of Democracy : A Series of Optimistic Essays on the 
Natural Laws of Human Socivty. By Louis F. Post. Moody 
Publishing Company, 35 Nassau Street, New York. Pricc twi> 
dollars (8/. Post free, 8/4.) Orders taken at these Offices. 

ness. E a c h wou ld get h i s o w n ea rn ings . B u t i n d u s t r y 
is no t exclusively iden t i f i ed wi th r e n d e r i n g service . I t 
m a y b e d e v o t e d in a s lave c o u n t r y t o a c q u i r i n g s l a v e s ; 
a n d t h e r e t h e success fu l m a n w o u l d b e h e w h o h a d 
a c q u i r e d e n o u g h slaves t o re l ieve h i m of all necess i ty 
of work ing . I n m o r e civi l ized c o m m u n i t i e s it m a y b e 
d e v o t e d t o acqu i r i ng financial i n t e res t s t h a t a re 
n o u r i s h e d by vei led sys t ems of s lavery. T h e p r inc ip le 
is t h e s a m e ; it is on ly t h e m e t h o d t ha t d i f fers . A n d 
jus t a s it w o u l d b e c r u e l m o c k e r y in a s lave c o u n t r y to 
tell s laves t ha t excess ive i n d u s t r y wou ld a s s u r e t h e m 
bus ines s success , w h e n in fac t no t t h e y b u t the i r 
m a s t e r s wou ld p rof i t by the i r g r e a t e r ac t iv i ty , so it is 
in t h e c o u n t r y of h i g h e r c i v i l i z a t i o n — i n d e e d it is m o r e 
c rue l t h e r e , b e c a u s e m o r e d e c e p t i v e — t o t e a c h y o u n g 
m e n t h a t success d e p e n d s u p o n i n d u s t r y . I t wou ld b e 
on ly t h e t r u t h to t e a c h t ha t it d e p e n d s u p o n m o n o p o l y . " 

H e t h e n c o n t i n u e s — 
" D o e s n o t every in te l l igent m a n k n o w , a n d will 

n o t eve ry g e n u i n e l y h o n e s t m a n a d m i t , t h a t t h e indus-
trial power of t h e p r e s e n t t i m e c e n t r e s in m o n o p o l y ? 
T r u e e n o u g h , m o n o p o l y m a y b e a c q u i r e d t h r o u g h 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y indus t ry , so l o n g as t h e s t a n d a r d s of 
work leave a m a r g i n for e x t r a o r d i n a r y l a b o u r f e a t s ; b u t 
it is t h e m o n o p o l y , all t h e s a m e , a n d n o t i ndus t r y , tha t 
finally secures success . M o n o p o l y is a p roces s of 
levying t r i b u t e u p o n t h e i n d u s t r i o u s for t h e benef i t of 
m o n o p o l y benef ic ia r i es . W h e n it exists, i nc reased 
i n d u s t r y a m o n g n o n - m o n o p o l i s t s c a n n o t b e n e f i t t h e m 
as a class . S o m e of the i r n u m b e r m a y for a t ime by 
supe r io r ene rgy c l i m b o u t of the i r c lass a n d b e c o m e 
m o n o p o l i s t s ; b u t as soon as in t ens i f i ed i ndus t ry be-
c o m e s genera l , all its prof i t s g o t o fa t t en t h e m o n o p o l y 
c lass a n d no t t o en r i ch t h e i n d u s t r i o u s c lass 
W h e n t h e t h e o r y t ha t i ndus t ry is t h e t r u e m e a s u r e of 
success o n c e rece ives full a n d c a n d i d c o n s i d e r a t i o n , 
t h e d o o m of m o n o p o l y will h a v e s o u n d e d . F o r t h e n 
it will b e seen t ha t with e q u a l na tu ra l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
s e c u r e d t o all, with j u s t i c e e s t a b l i s h e d a n d m o n o p o l y 
a b o l i s h e d , t h e op t imi s t i c d r e a m s of t h e co l l ege g r a d u a t e 
wou ld c o m e t r u e : t ha t w i t h o u t ne rve s t ra in o r con-
sc i ence s t ra in all c o u l d s u c c e e d w h o t r ied to, a n d only 
t h o s e wou ld fail w h o d e s e r v e d t o fa i l ." 

Respecting the Respectable. 
T h e n fol lows a shor t b u t m o s t i n s t ruc t ive c h a p t e r on 

" R e s p e c t i n g t h e R e s p e c t a b l e , " w h i c h c o n c l u d e s wi th t h e 
fo l lowing sugges t ive w o r d s :— 

" N e e d it b e so a n y longer ? M a y we n o t r eason-
ab ly h o p e t ha t t h e t i m e is n e a r a t h a n d w h e n m a n k i n d 
will resis t t he t e m p t a t i o n t o r e s p e c t a n d t o i n c u l c a t e 
r e spec t for t h ings t ha t a re mere ly r e s p e c t a b l e , a n d in 
p l ace of th i s image -worsh ip l ea rn to r e spec t a n d t o t e a c h 
r e spec t for t h e t h i n g s t ha t a r e t r u e ? " 

Great Fortunes. 
O n th i s sub j ec t , t oo , M r . P o s t h a s s o m e t h i n g t o say well 

wor thy t h e ca re fu l a t t e n t i o n of every s t u d e n t of e t h i c s or of 
e c o n o m i c s , a n d which we w o u l d cord ia l ly c o m m e n d to t h e 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t he n u m e r o u s a d m i r e r s of Mr . C a r n e g i e o r 
of t h e l a te Cec i l R h o d e s — 

" N o very grea t f o r t u n e is j u s t . T h i s r e m a r k d o e s 
n o t re fe r t o t a i n t e d f o r t u n e s a l o n e . I t r e fe r s a lso t o 
t h o s e t ha t a re mora l ly c lean , so far as any ac t of t h e 
possessor is c o n c e r n e d . T h e a l lus ion is t o t h e c h a r a c t e r 
of t h e fo r tune , n o t to t h e c h a r a c t e r of its possessor . 
Specif ical ly it is a n a l lus ion t o t h e fact , a n d fac t it is, 
t ha t n o g rea t f o r t u n e can b e a c c u m u l a t e d o r p e r p e t u a t e d 
by any m a n w i thou t his t he r eby c o n t r i b u t i n g , h o w e v e r 
u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y or unconsc ious ly , t o t h e c o n t i n u o u s 
i m p o v e r i s h m e n t of o t h e r m e n . F o r grea t f o r t u n e s con-
sist chief ly of t h e m a r k e t v a l u e of legal powers of 
ex to r t i on . T h e s e f o r t u n e s ce r ta in ly d o n o t cons is t of 
m o n e y . W h e n m e n speak of g rea t a c c u m u l a t i o n s of 
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money, they speak in metaphor. Neither do such 
fortunes consist of existing wealth. . . . When, there-
fore, men speak of great accumulations of wealth, they 
also speak in metaphor. What they mean is accumula-
tions, not of existent wealth produced in the past, but 
of legal power to command the possession of wealth as 
others bring it into existence in the present or future. 
. . . Great fortunes consist then for the most part, not 
of the completed products of past labour, nor of money, 
but of legal powers to exact tribute from present and 
future labour; . . . Analyzed to the last, these powers 
are nothing but powers of taxation for private purposes." 

" Granted that anybody can get rich if he tries. 
Granted that nothing is needed but foresight, ingenuity, 
skill, industry, patience, and determination. Granted 
that everybody possesses or can develop those qualities 
to the necessary extent. . . . Granted, in a word, that 
what he asserts who insists that getting rich is only a 
matter of the will, is true. Grant it all, and still a 
question remains which impeaches the righteousness of 
every great fortune and throws a doubt upon the 
deservedness of poverty even in extreme cases like 
those of the tramp. It is the crucial question by which 
our religion, our morals, our civilization are to be tried. 
It is the test question of our social system, and these 
are its terms: Can anybody get rich, under existing 
industrial conditions, without thereby helping to make 
others poor ? " 

" There is but one answer, and that is N o I" 

Free Competition. 
With the subject of competition, that bugbear of so many 

earnest, and otherwise sane, social reformers, our author 
deals in a manner that leaves nothing to be desired. Com-
petition he holds to be, as someone has expressed it, " God's 
law of co-operation in a selfish world." After forcibly pro-
testing against the use of words with double meanings, he 
clears the question from all ambiguity by indicating what in 
his judgment the term really denotes and involves. " Free 
competition," he contends, " is synonymous with free 
bargaining"; " free competition implies individual freedom :" 
and manifestly neither individual freedom nor free bargain-
ing can exist so long as monopoly is allowed to continue. 
But abolish monopoly and it will be seen that " egoistic 
competition is, in fact, but a natural law for compelling the 
selfish to be fair and the unrighteous to be just." 

" If all are frte," he continues, " with equal access 
to natural and social opportunities, this competition 
could produce but one effect—an equilibrium of ex-
change at a point at which neither party to the trade 
gets more or gives less than is just. While it is true 
that parties to trade may be actuated by selfish motives 
in their competition, it is equally true that they may be 
actuated by unselfish motives, and be their motives 
good or bad, the net result of their competition, il they 
compete in freedom, is a just equilibrium of value. It 
is justice, not greed, to which free competition really 
min'sters." 

A conclusion which is strongly confirmed by the convul-
sive struggles of monopolists in all countries to free them-
selves and the industries and services they control from its 
operation, to crush out or to combine with possible com 
petitors. 

The True Work before us. 
This chapter concludes with the following summary of 

the immediate work of the true social reformer:— 
" T h e true work before us, then, the work that 

will count both in the doing and in the fruition, is 10 
abolish monopoly and restore freedom to competition. 
. . . If that is desirable—and really is it not the only 
thing worth fighting for ?—then we must achieve it by 
making competition free. Free competition, and ihat 
alone, can secure economic freedom. Without it we 
have monopoly. And an economic state organized 

upon monopoly principles would be intolerable, whether 
governed by a trust magnate, a political boss, a trades 
union leader, a majority of the people, or even by the 
most amiable altruist who ever loved his fellow men." 

Imperialism and Civilization. 
Of Imperialism, also, Mr. Post has something to say that 

it would indeed be well for the future of this country if our 
practical politicians could be induced to heed. Referring 
to the prevailing belief that by conquest and subjugation of 
" infer ior" people by "superior" jieople, civilization is 
spread over the world, he replies— 

" T h e great promoter of true civilization is not 
military conquest, nor conquest of any kind by means 
of force. T h e great promoter of civilization is trade. 
Not the trade that is said to follow the flag. Not the 
trade that consists of exporting without importing. Not 
any kind of strangulated trade. But free trade. . . . 
If it is civilization that we wish to spread, if the pro-
gress of the world is our object, we have only to become 
universal free traders instead of ini|)erialistic free-
booters. Here is the c h o i c e : Free trade, with the 
olive branch of peace and the horn of general plenty ; 
or imperialism, with the destructive implements and 
the demoralising influences of war. 

" W h i c h shall it b e ? " 
• • • 

As our readers will have observed, we have made no 
attempt to criticize this book, and that for the simple reason 
that its careful study has not brought us face to face with a 
single conclusion that we cannot unreservedly accept, or a 
single argument we do not believe to be valid. T h e reader 
may miss the eloquence and warmth and simplicity of diction 
that are such marked characteristics of Henry George's 
writings ; but to our minds the weightine^s of Mr. Post's 
arguments more than compensates for any shortcomings in 
his literary style. Hence our endeavour has been to give 
our readers some insight into the character of his book, in 
the hope that some of them will he induced to send us on 
an order for same. It is certainly one of the most important 
works explaining and elucidating the Georgian philosophy 
that has yet appeared ; and hence we feel that no single tax 
library can be regarded as complete until it has been added 
to its shelves. It is a book which must gain many converts 
to the cause of economic freedom, of social righteousne-s, 
or, briefly, to the ethics of democracy. 

L. H. B. 

ENGLISH NEWS A N D NOTES. 
[All communications respecting this column should be sent to the 

General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W . C . ] 

THE Central Council of the League met on Monday, 
January 18th, Mr. Alfred Billson, President of the League, 
in the chair. T h e General Secretary presented his quarterly 
review of the work of the I a and, on behalf of the 
Hon . Treasurer, who was un-vu.dably absent, submitted a 
statement of accounts for the half-year ended December 
31st last. During this period the subscriptions amounted 
to jCi47> and the receipts from s i l e of literature to ^ 4 1 2 . 
A special vote of thanks to Mr. Berens for his great services 
as Hon. Treasurer during the quarter was moved by the 
President, and unanimously adopted. It was pointed out 
to the Council that while the financial position of the League 
was on the whole sound, and indeed satisfactory, there was 
still urgent need for an increased income in order to enable 
the Executive to meet increasing demands without anxiety. 
It was reported that over 27,000 copies of Henry George's 
" Protection or Free Trade " had been disposed of since the 
League undertook the re issue of the book at 6d. net. • • • 

Reports were received from Mr. F. Skirrow, the Yorkshire 
agent of the League, and from Mr. R. Brown, Hon. Secy. 
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of t h e T y n e s i d e b r a n c h M r . S. R . Cole , de l ega t e f rom t h e 
P o r t s m o u t h Single T a x U n i o n , gave an a c c o u n t of t h e local 
work of his socie ty . M r . W. C . W a d e , a f o r m e r m e m b e r of 
t h e E x e c u t i v e , was re-e lec ted to fill a vacancy on tha t body . 
Mr . W a d e ' s g rea t serv ices t o t h e c a u s e d u r i n g r ecen t years , 
as H o n . Secy, of t h e Me t ropo l i t an R a d i c a l F e d e r a t i o n , m a d e 
his r e t u r n to t h e work of t h e E x e c u t i v e a m a t t e r of m u c h 
p l e a s u r e to t h e C o u n c i l . A f t e r s o m e d i s cus s ion on t h e 
c o m i n g e lec t ion of t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y C o u n c i l , a n d t h e 
a p p r o a c h i n g genera l e l ec t ion , a p roposa l to o rgan i se a con-
f e r e n c e in L a n c a s h i r e was d i s c u s s e d in s o m e detai l . T h e 
Secre ta ry was i n s t r u c t e d to visit Y o r k s h i r e a n d L a n c a s h i r e 
at an early d a t e in c o n n e c t i o n with th is p roposa l a n d o n 
o t h e r L e a g u e bus iness . T h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e C o u n c i l was 
ca l led to t h e ac t ion of t h e c o n f e r e n c e of m u n i c i p a l a u t h o -
rities, wh ich h a d p r e p a r e d Bills for t h e R a t i n g of L a n d 
V a l u e s in E n g l a n d a n d Wales a n d in S c o t l a n d respect ively. 
T h e nex t o r d i n a r y m e e t i n g of t h e C o u n c i l was fixed for 
M o n d a y , Apr i l 18. 

* * • 

T h e fol lowing r e p o r t was laid be fo re t h e C e n t r a l 
C o u n c i l : — 

T h e T y n e s t d e B r a n c h has , d u r i n g t h e pas t t h r e e m o n t h s , 
m a d e g o o d progress . T w o m e e t i n g s have been he ld , b o t h 
in G a t e s h e a d , t h e R e v . G. A. F e r g u s o n , a m e m b e r of t h e 
b r a n c h , be ing t h e s p e a k e r . Mr . F e r g u s o n o n N o v e m b e r 
25 th gave " T h e Life of H e n r y G e o r g e , " a n d o n D e c e m b e r 
9 t h " H e n r y George ' s Social P h i l o s o p h y . " T h e a t t e n d a n c e 
o n e a c h occas ion was good , a n d all p r e s e n t were ag reed as 
t o t h e necess i ty a n d j u s t i c e of t h e t axa t ion of l a n d values. 

T h e mos t i m p o r t a n t work d u r i n g t h e t h r e e m o n t h s h a s 
b e e n t h e i ssuing of a m a n i f e s t o expos ing t h e fallacies of 
Mr . C h a m b e r l a i n ' s proposals , a n d p u t t i n g fo rward t h e only 
a l t e r n a t i v e — t h e t axa t ion of l and values . T h e leaflet h a s 
b e e n a g rea t success , a n d we a r e c o n f i d e n t it will h a v e good 
effect . The New Age u rged its r e a d e r s to o b t a i n t h e mani-
festo, a n d still very k ind ly c o n t i n u e s to d o so, a n d appl ica-
t ions for it h a v e b e e n r ece ived f r o m all pa r t s of t h e K i n g d o m . 
Reynold's Newspaper a n d Land Values h a v e also no t iced it. 

B y t h e d e a t h of Sir Wi l l i am Al lan , t h e b r a n c h is poo re r 
by a V i c e - P r e s i d e n t a n d ea rnes t s u p p o r t e r . 

T h e se lec t ion by t h e L ibe ra l s of G a t e s h e a d of Mr . J o h n 
J o h n s o n as the i r c a n d i d a t e a u g u r s well for o u r m o v e m e n t . 
M r . J o h n s o n is o n t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e of t h e b r a n c h , 
a n d is p r e s e n t i n g o u r pol icy as t h e a l t e rna t ive to t h e s c h e m e 
of t h e B i r m i n g h a m Pro tec t ion i s t . T h e m a n i f e s t o of t h e 
b r a n c h is b e i n g ex tens ive ly c i r cu l a t ed a m o n g s t t h e e lectors , 
a n d will n o d o u b t d o very grea t g o o d . L o r d M o r p e t h , t h e 
U n i o n i s t c a n d i d a t e , h a s d e c l a r e d h imse l f t o b e o p p o s e d to 
t h e taxa t ion of l a n d va lues . 

T h e sale of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s " P r o t e c t i o n or F r e e T r a d e " 
has b e e n s teady, b u t t h e d e m a n d for t h e work h a s not b e e n 
so br isk lately. Mr. R o b i n s o n (4 N e l s o n St ree t , Newcas t l e ) 
is still d o i n g his best t o p u s h t h e sa le of t h e b o o k . 

T h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e b r a n c h will p r o b a b l y b e h e l d 
in t h e ear ly pa r t of F e b r u a r y . 

* • * 

Mr. J o s e p h Legge t t , ou r i nde fa t i gab l e co-worker in San 
F r a n c i s c o , writes, enc los ing a subsc r ip t ion , a n d a d d s : — I 
only regret t h a t I am n o t ab le t o m a k e it t en t i m e s as m u c h 
as it is. Bu t I feel h o n o u r e d to h a v e the pr ivi lege of d o i n g 
even s o l i t t le t o h e l p in t h e g r a n d work in which you a re 
e n g a g e d . 

I h a v e for years w a t c h e d with d e e p in teres t t h e g o o d 
work which you a n d you r n o b l e o rgan iza t ion have b e e n 
do ing . N o m o r e ea rnes t , in te l l igent , a n d effect ive effort for 
t h e e leva t ion of t h e r a c e has ever b e e n p u t fo r th a n y w h e r e 
t h a n t h a t which has b e e n d o n e by you r society a n d by t h e 
Sco t t i sh organ iza t ion . 

Y o u are now in t h e mids t of a g rea t c o n t e s t for f r e e d o m 
a n d jus t ice , a n d I s incere ly h o p e tha t you will win. B u t 
w h e t h e r victory p e r c h e s o n your b a n n e r in t h e first onse t or 
not , you are su re to t r i u m p h in t h e e n d . You h a v e p u s h e d 
t h e taxa t ion of l and va lues in to a pos i t ion f r o m which it can 

never be d i s lodged . I d o n o t t h i n k we realize h o w m u c h 
of ou r task h a s been a l ready a c c o m p l i s h e d . I a m greatly 
de l igh ted by t h e bo ld s t a n d t a k e n by Land Values in its 
dea l ing with t h e Libera l leaders . I be l ieve tha t is t h e very 
wisest policy to pursue . A n d I be l ieve it would b e infinitely 
be t t e r tha t C h a m b e r l a i n shou ld win a t e m p o r a r y victory 
t h a n tha t t h e so-called L ibe ra l s s h o u l d c l i m b i n t o office o n 
a cowardly a n d evasive p l a t fo rm. I m o s t ea rnes t ly pray 
tha t you m a y not be foo led as we were in this c o u n t r y in 
1892. I f you c a n n o t fo rce t h e L ibe ra l party to p lace t h e 
taxat ion of l and values in a fo remos t p l ace in its p r o g r a m m e , 
you o u g h t t o th row t h e weight of your i n f l u e n c e to t h e o t h e r 
side. N o t h i n g bu t d isas ter and d i s a p p o i n t m e n t c a n c o m e 
f rom t empor i z ing with peop l e w h o a re e i ther coward ly or 
ins incere . If you c a n n o t b r a c e t h e m up , t h e t h i n g to d o is 
to c o m e o u t f rom a m o n g s t t h e m a n d b e separa te . T h e 
p e o p ' e of G r e a t Bri ta in a re with you, a n d you can af ford to 
s t and firm. 

If t h e s ingle taxers of t h e U n i t e d S ta te s h a d w o r k e d a n d 
vo ted for H a r r i s o n in 1892, h e would h a v e b e e n e lec ted , 
a n d it would h a v e b e e n m u c h be t t e r for t h e c a u s e of progress 
if he h a d b e e n . 

« « * 

T h e G e n e r a l Secre ta ry has l ec tu red d u r i n g J a n u a r y at 
Wa l thams tow, N e w S o u t h g a t e , a n d H e r t f o r d ; a n d t h e H o n . 
T r e a s u r e r a t H a t c h a m . 

» * * 

L e c t u r e s h a v e been a r r a n g e d at E a s t H a m T o w n H a l l 
( F e b . 1 0 ) ; C a m b r i d g e ( F e b . 1 7 ) ; Ch i swick ( F e b . 2 5 ) ; a n d 
T u n b r i d g e Wel l s ( M a r c h . 22). 

FREDK. VERINDER, Gen. Secy, E.L.T.L V. 

HOW T O R A T E MINING LAND. 

SIR,—Minera l s w h e n b r o u g h t t o t h e surface , wh ich your 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t " F " pro|>oses to tax, is no t l and , b u t t h e 
resul t of l abour , a n d t h e Single T a x L e a g u e p roposes to 
abol ish all t axes on t h e re :u l t s of l a b o u r a n d to subs t i t u t e a 
s ingle tax o n land values in the i r s t ead . Bu t a t ax o n l and 
values is no t t h e object of t h e l eague bu t a method of a t ta in-
ing tha t o b j e c t . T h e o b j e c t is t o s e c u r e e q u a l r ights t o 
l and . 

Min ing l and , or u n w o r k e d u n d e r g r o u n d minera l s , how-
ever m u c h it may differ f rom o t h e r l a n d in s o m e respec t s , is 
stilt h n d in th is r e spec t t h a t it is a par t of t h e na tura l 
reservoir f r o m which ou r wan t s h a v e to b e d rawn , a n d un less 
it is t axed w h e t h e r u s e d or not , e q u a l r ights t o it will no t b e 
s e c u r e d . F o r ins tance , in t h e case of a d i s p u t e l ike t h e 
P e n r h y n case , if t h e owne r were t o e s c a p e t axa t ion d u r i n g 
t h e d i s p u t e (as h e wou ld d o by " F ' s " p roposa l ) t h e rest of 
t h e t axpayer s would b a r e his s h a r e of t h e taxes to pay in 
a d d i t i o n to the i r own, t h e res t r ic ted supply of minera l s , a n d 
d e m a n d for l abour c a u s e d by t h e s t o p p a g e would ra ise t h e 
pr ice of mine ra l s a n d lower wages so tha t m i n e r a l owner s 
would b e e n a b l e d to a p p r o p r i a t e par t of t h e p r i ce wi thou t 
giving any equ iva len t . 

As n o o n e (so far as I a m aware) has shown h o w equa l 
r ights t o u n d e r g r o u n d minera l s c a n b e secured , I will give 
my own o p i n i o n for wha t it m a y be wor th . I t is tha t it m a y b e 
na t iona l i sed as t h e L a n d Na t iona l i sa t ion Socie ty p r o p o s e t o 
d o with all l and , tha t is, t ha t t h e s ta te no t only a p p r o p r i a t e 
t h e ren t , b u t a lso a s s u m e t h e m a n a g e m e n t , at least as far as 
necessary t o s ecu re t h e equa l r igh t s of all par t ies c o n c e r n e d , 
t h e owners a n d workers inc lud ing capi ta l is ts a n d p r o s p e c t o r s 
etc. , t h e c o n s u m e r s a n d t h e pub l i c , a n d to p r e v e n t t h e 
p r e m a t u r e exhaus t i on of ou r mine ra l supp ly . 

T h i s is, I t h ink , in a c c o r d a n c e wiih H e n r y G e o r g e ' s view 
tha t it is t h e du ty of t h e s ta te t o s ecu re t h e equa l r igh t s of 
all when c o m p e t i t i o n would fail t o d o so. T h o u g h so far as 
I a m aware h e d id no t see t h a t c o m p e t i t i o n wou ld fail in 
the case of m i n i n g l a n d . — I a m , etc . J. S. 
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Glasgow Corporation Conference on the Taxation 
of Land Values. 

Provisions of Draft Bill for England. 
The second conference under ibe auspices of the Corporation of Glas-
gow on the taxation of land values was held in the Westminster Palace 
Hotel, London, yesterday. Delegates from over 100 municipalities 
throughout Scotland and England were present, those from Glasgow 
being ex-Bailie John Ferguson, ex-Bailie Willock, ex-Bailie James 
Gray, Mr. David Elder, Town-Clerk's ofiice ; and Mr. James Henry, 
City Assessor. Ex-Bailie Ferguson was called to the cluir. 

The Chairman, in opening the conference, said the bill that had been 
drafted went by no means so far as he should like it to go, but he was 
perfectly certain they were not going to get all he would like to get — 
(laughter)—and all they could do was to bring a bill into Parliament in 
the hope that either the Government would adopt its principle or that 
it would be taken up by some group of private members. 

Repor t o f the Execut ive . 
Mr. J. H. Whitley, M.P. (Halifax), laid before the conference the 

report of the Executive Committee. The meeting took its origin in 
the conference held in London in October of last year, and called by 
the Corporation of Glasgow. At that conference this resolution was 
passed— 

" That this conference of representatives of municipal and other 
rating authorities approves of the principle of the taxation of land 
values for local purposes as being just and equitable." 

It vras found in the course of the discussion, however, that the bill 
which had been drafted by the Corporation of Glasgow was not applic-
able to English conditions, anil therefore an Executive Committee was 
appointed to consider the drafting of a bill to carry out the resolution. 
A meeting of the committee was held in Glasgow in April of this year, 
when it was divided into two parts —one consisting of the Scotch repre-
sentatives, and the other the English, Welsh, and Irish representatives. 
The English i>nd Welsh representatives then met on their own account 
to consider a bill suited to English and Welsh conditions. They were 
not fortunate to have the assistance in the work of their friends from 
Ireland, who, he supposed, must be left to come in if they approved of 
the bill, or stand out if they did not wish to be included. First of all, 
the bills on the subject which had hitherto been introduced into Parlia-
ment were considered, and the conclusion was reached that it would 
be well to draft a new measure. What was required, they thought, 
was a bill which it might be hoped would commend itself to the general 
assent of the rating authorities in England ; and to that end it was very 
necessary to see that the principles of the bill were those w hich had 
found general acceptance in the form of resolutions passed by the rating 
authorities. The thing they all desired was that land, which at present 
did not, in their opinion, contribute as it ought to do in accordance 
with its actual value to the rates levied for local purposes, should he 
no longer exempt or partially exempt. They were met, of course, at 
the very outset with the question of existing contracts. Did they or 
did they not intend to place a portion of the rates on the person who 
by an existing contract was exempt? Always looking at the matter 
from the practical point of view, they decided that the first step in this 
great rating reform ought to deal with the future rather than with the 
past; that they ought to lay down this proposition, that the present 
state of things should be stopped, and that henceforth an equitable 
portion of the amount levied in rates should be placed on the real value 
of the land. On that basis the bill had been drafted. 

P r o v i s i o n s o f t h e Bill. 
It aimed, firstly, at bringing in unoccupied land as an appropriate 

subject for rating, and it took as the annual value of such land 3 per 
cent, on the price at which it would sell as between a willing seller and 
a willing buyer. That, in itself, would enact a very great reform in all 
the great centres of population. It would have the eflect of liberating 
the cities, and enabling them to extend in a way which was quite im-
possible under the existing stale of things. In place of allowing the 
owner to wait until there were five or six would-be occupiers of the 
land, there would be five or six owners competing for the valuable 
privilege of having a tenant. That would have a very great effect on 
the price at which land would come to be occupied for purposes useful 
to the community. Then there was the case ol partially occupied land, 
where the land value was large compared with the value of any build-
ings upon the land. In that case a rate woeld be levied on the actual 
land value apart from Ihe buildings. As to fully-occupied land now 
used to the best purpose, there would be a relief, because the occupier 
was to-day paying his rates on the full value of the land, and he would 
get relief in proportion as the lands only partially rated or not rated at 
all were brought in to contribute to the local exchequer. They then 
turned to the question whether it was right that the whole of the rate 
per £ 1 should be levied on these land values, or should be limited to 
IS. or a«. in the £ 1 , or some other figure. It was unanimously held 
that all expenditure of local rates contributed to the making of the land 
value, and that there was no reason for exemption or limitation. 
Therefore, the bill proposed thai there should be two items in the 
assessment of any hereditament which contained land value, which 
was taken in the form of annual value, as being 3 per cent, on the sell-
ing value of the land ; and, two, the purposes for which Ihe land was 
used. The bill had been very carefully considered on iwo occasions, 
and since the draft was circulated two amendments had been intro-

duced. One was to make i l clear lhat what was intended was not 
merely a division of the existing ratable value ialo Iwo parts, but the 
pulling of Ihe ratable value into two items, which might, in the case of 
certain properties, considerably increase the existing total ratable value. 
The second amendment took the form of a proviso that the occupying 
tenant of a hereditament comprising land should, notwithstanding any 
agreement lo ihe contrary, be entitled to deduct thi amount of any 
rate paid by him in respect of ihe land comprised in the hereditament 
from the rent payable by him in repect of the same hereditament; but 
this provision should only apply to an occupying tenant entering into 
possession of the hereditament in an agreement made after the passing 
of the Act. Some of the Executive Committee had been desirous ol 
going further, and dealing with existing contracts ; but they had fallen 
in with ihe majority, whilst reserving to themselves tne right to do 
what they could to secure a larger reform than that now proposed. 
The Executive Committee therefore recommended that the principles 
of the draft bill—namely (1), bringing unoccupied land into rating on 
the prescribed basis ; (2) differentiating between land and buildings far 
rating purposes : and (3) giving Ibe tenant, on the termination of an 
existing contract, the ru-ht of deduction of rate payments in respect of 
the land amassment from the rent he paid be approved, and that the 
clauses of the draft bill lie settled by counsel. 

E x i s t i n g C o n t r a o t s . 
Alderman Southern (Manchester) moved the adoption of the recom-

mendations. He said that if there was to be any hope of success they 
must recognize existing contracts. They were under a great obligation 
lo their Glasgow friends for the very earnest and enthusiastic way in 
which they had fought this matter, and brought it before the rating 
authorities of ihe kingdom. 

Councillor Kirlley (Sunderland) seconded. He said that what they 
desired was a bill which would pass Parliament as at present constituted, 
and should they manage to draft such a bill, they would have found a 
stepping stone towards a great national reform. His opinion was that 
the effect of the bill, if passed, would be to biing landowners into com-
petition with each olher, because if they were rated on the actual value 
of their unoccupied land they would l>e bound to put it into Ihe market 
in order to secure some return on its value. 

Alderman Jenkins (Salford) said lhat although the bill did not go as 
far as many of them would have liked, stilt It was a step in the right 
direction. 

Mr. C. W. Tugg (Camherwell) pointed out that other bodies were 
moving in the matter, and it might lie well thai Ihe conference should 
direct that the Association of Municipal Corporations be communicated 
with. 

Il was stated in reply lhat this suggestion had lieen already acted 
upon. 

Councillor Spencer (Bradford), Mr. Hickson (Eccles), Councillor 
l'ickson (Kadcliffe), and others supported the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

M a t t e r s o f Detail-
Mr. Whitley said the Conference should authorise the KxcCutlve 

Committee to take action in approaching the Local Government 
Boards of England and Scotland in order not 10 present this bill at 
their heads, but to make the request that in any legislation dealing with 
valuation or rating in either country the principle ibey were now con-
tending for should be introduced. The Association of Municipal 
Corporations was proposing a deputation lor that purpose, and it would 
be appropriate lhat they should join with it in approaching the 
Government. 

This course was approved. 
It was further resolved that after the text of the bill had been settled 

by counsel, copies should be issued to all the authorities represented at 
the conference, asking for their support through their Parliamentary 
representatives. 

A question arose with reference to the expenses of the conference 
and the preparation of the bill, and il waa stated that Manchester and 
Liverpool had spontaneously oflered to share the cost with Glasgow. 

The Chairman said this had been an English day ; nothing whatever 
had been said about Scotland. But he might remind the conference 
that there was a Scotch bill which went a great deal further than that 
which had been before them, and would, lo his mind, commend itself 
to those English Corporations who desired to go further. While they 
had all agreed upon the English bill, the Scotch bill would go to the 
House of Commons with it, and memliers would thus have the oppor-
tunity of saying which they approved of. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings.—Glaigow 
Herald, 10/12/03. 

1 wish to g i t e as m u c h weight as possible to my deliber-
ate asse i t ion that the maintenance by the Legislature of 
false rights and unjust e x e m p t i o n s ; of supposed rights 
injurious to the interests of the owners and to the com-
munity by whose action and inf luence urban land has 
acquired the value it p o s s e s s e s ; has been the greatest social 
evil of the century. It has injured public health by over-
crowding the populat ion in our cities. It has ac ted in 
restraint of trade and commerce . It has loaded our rail-
ways with unjust and unnecessary costs, which form a 
perpetual charge upon locomot ion .—Sir Arthur Arnold. 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 
" We would simply take for the community what belongs 

to the community—the value that attaches to land by the 
growth of the community ; leave sacred to the individual 
all that belongs to the individual."—Henry George. 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE SINGLE TAX. 

W e hold that the degrading contrasts of wealth and 
poverty so common all over the world, and which so 
largely prevail in our own country are due to a per-
sistent violation of moral, economic, and natural law. 
T h e S ingle T a x goes to the very root of those things 
defining clearly each separate step of the process, by 
which its conclusions are reached. In it there is no 
shrinking from a clear definition of terms as equally 
there is absolutely 110 room for mixed cr mutually 
exclusive definitions. In reasoning it uses both the 
inductive and the deductive methods. Taking the 
poverty of the labourer amid unbounded wealth it 
traces this through a long chain of varying effects to 
its cause, the possession by a few men of that which 
truly belongs equally to al l—the land. On the other 
hand, assuming the beneficence of a Creator who is no 
respector of persons, but who sends his rain and his sun-
shine and bestows his bounty on the just and unjust 
alike, an All-Merciful and Al l -Wise Father in whose 
economy there is no step-child, it proves deductively 
that involuntary poverty and want on the one hand, 
and idle sensual luxury on the other, spring from a 
common foundation—robbery, robbery based on a 
monopoly of nature's bounties by a few of that 
which, in strict justice belongs to the passing genera-

tion of men. The Single Taxer when he speaks of 
justice does not do so merely and pass on to the con-
sideration of something else, thus bewildering and 
perplexing the seeker after truth ; he defines Justice, 
recognising neither class nor creed. 

T h e Single T a x holds that every man has an equal 
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and 
affirms that this can only be realised when every man 
has an equal right to the earth on which we live, and 
move, and have our being. It recognises clearly the 
great individual problem, but holds that this cannot 
possibly be seen in its true perspective until the social 
problem is solved. It is the sworn foe of cant, philo-
sophical, theological, and political. Within its wide 
domains tbere is not a point where even the most 
plausible hypocrisy can find a foothold. Under its 
broad impartial gaze the glaring inequalities of 
modern industrial life and method stand clearly 
revealed, accounted for and condemned. It is the 
full realisation of the truth which the great law-giver 
of the Hebrews saw but imperfectly in the grey dawn 
of the world's progress, and which so many great and 
good men have seen with more or less distinctness 
ever since. 

Latimer and K n o x were not ignorant of it. The 
former in a sermon before his monarch denouncing 
the confiscation of the people's land and predicting in 
that far-off t ime the poverty, the prostitution, and the 
widespread demoralisation which would inevitably 
ensue. Is there a minister or a priest anywhere to-
day with the courage of Lat imer? K n o x in his 
economy declared that the first charge upon the land 
was the poor, the second education, and if there was a 
residue after these needs had been supplied it could 
g o to the church, but the church, said K n o x , must be 
of little account compared with the claims of the poor, 
or education. 

It was clearly descried by Jerrard Winstanley in 
the days of the Commonwealth, and only failed recog-
nition then because of wars and public turmoil. 
Jerrard Winstanley and his works have recently been 
dug out from the archives of the British and other 
museums by Lewis H. Berens, and a new light is 
thrown on the strivings of the men of the extreme 
left of the Cromwellian army. 

Spence of Newcast le saw it in the 18th century and 
for preaching this grand truth suffered. T h e French 
physiocrats understood it and warned the haughty 
aristocrats of France to give way in time. Their 
warning fell on deaf ears, and in the blood and fire 
of the Revolution one tyranny was supplanted by 
another. Professor Ogilvie of Aberdeen proclaimed 
it and for his faithfulness was socially ostracised. 

A d a m Smith understood it, and was bold enough to 
proclaim that the land laws are formed upon the most 
absurd of all suppositions, the supposition that every 
successive generation of men have not an equal right 
to the earth and to all that it possesses. 
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P a t r i c k E d w a r d D o v e , an A y r s h i r e land lord a n d 

u l t i m a t e l y a c i t i zen of G l a s g o w , in t h e ear ly part of 
last c e n t u r y , s h o w e d c l ear ly in h i s t h e o r y o f H u m a n 
P r o g r e s s i o n t h a t t h e land q u e s t i o n lay at t h e root o f 
t h e s o c i a l p r o b l e m . H e a l s o w a s o s t r a c i s e d and 
i g n o r e d . 

Dr . R o b e r t D i c k , a n o t h e r G l a s g o w c i t i zen , in 1856 
p r o c l a i m e d t h e truth for w h i c h we s tand , in a p a m p h -
let r e v i e w e d b y Mr. B e r e n s in our p a g e s a y e a r ago . 

In t h e f u l n e s s of t i m e H e n r y G e o r g e arose . H i s 
k e e n i n t e l l e c t u a l v i s ion a i d e d a n d a c c u r a t e l y b a l a n c e d 
b y an i n t e n s e h u m a n s y m p a t h y , s u r v e y e d unerr ing ly 
t h e h o r i z o n o f h u m a n affairs. A m p l i f y i n g t h e test i -
m o n y o f t h e p a s t w i t h u n w e a r i e d research in t h e 
l i t era ture o f al l c o u n t r i e s in al l a g e s , h e enr iched it 
w i t h t h e fruits o f h i s o w n m a r v e l l o u s e x p e r i e n c e a n d 
o b s e r v a t i o n . H i s a r g u m e n t s h a v e never b e e n ser ious ly 
a n s w e r e d b y t h e g r e a t and o p p o s i n g i n t e l l e c t s o f our 
t i m e , a n d it is n o t l i k e l y t h e y ever wil l be. S o far as 
w e c a n j u d g e it s e e m s that for all pract ical p u r p o s e s 
at l e a s t t h e final w o r d s h a v e b e e n wri t ten o n t h e co-
re la t ion o f m o r a l a n d e c o n o m i c law. 

T h e o u t s t a n d i n g f ea ture o f G e o r g e ' s w o r k , t h a t w h i c h 
d i f f e r e n t i a t e s h i m from all t h e g r e a t th inkers a n d writers 
of t h e p a s t in t h e s a m e cause , is t h e s c h e m e w h e r e b y he 
p r o p o s e d t o g i v e pract ica l pol i t ica l e f f e c t t o t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s for w h i c h w e s tand , t h e S i n g l e T a x , or t h e 
r e m o v a l o f all t a x e s f rom labour p r o d u c t s a n d t h e 
i m p o s i t i o n o f a S i n g l e T a x o n land va lues . A l t h o u g h 
it is o n l y s o m e t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s s i n c e H e n r y G e o r g e 
w r o t e P r o g r e s s a n d Pover ty ," his g r e a t e s t work, th i s 
a l o n g w i t h h i s o t h e r b o o k s are n o w pr inted a n d 
w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d all over t h e wor ld in e v e r y c iv i l i sed 
l a n g u a g e . It is t h e work of th i s m a n w h i c h c o n f r o n t s 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t s o f t h e c iv i l i s ed wor ld t o - d a y , a n d 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e p u n y a t t e m p t s o f r e n e g a d e 
C h a m b e r l a i n p r o t e c t i o n i s t s , a n d the n e g a t i v e p o l i c y 
o f t h e W h i g s t o i g n o r e it, wi l l c o n t i n u e t o c o n f r o n t 
t h e m unt i l a b s o l u t e F r e e T r a d e in t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f 
c o m m o d i t i e s , a s we l l as the ir e x c h a n g e is s ecured , 
a n d i n v o l u n t a r y p o v e r t y b a n i s h e d from an ear th full 
t o o v e r f l o w i n g wi th all t h e n e c e s s a r i e s t o h u m a n l i fe 
a n d w e l l b e i n g . W M . D . H . 

TRUE FREE TRADE.— The high principle of Free Trade 
transcends political limitations and negatives all tariffs and 
taxes on trade, vrV'ther they are imposed for the purposes of 
" protect ion' or lor the purposes of revenue. All these 
tariffs and taxes take much more from the people than they 
bring in to the Government. They lessen the volume of 
imports which the people can get in exchange for their 
exports, they increase the price of what is the material both 
for consumption and for future production, and they obstruct 
the operation of those processes which would bind the 
nations together. Nor d o they only obstruct; they them-
selves are a fertile source of international differences and of 
international hostility. If we cannot remove those which 
other nations have set up, we can at least remove our own, 
giving our own people the utmost freedom to trade with other 
peop'es so far as the Governments of these other peoples 
will allow, and preparing the way for the industrial federation 
of the world.—" Economic totals,' by J. Dundas White. 

Hews of tbc flDovcmcnt. 

BRADFORD T O W N COUNCIL A N D 
TAXATION OF LAND VALUES. 

At a meeting of the Bradford Town Council held 12/1/04, 
a letter was read from the T o w n Clerk of Glasgow reminding 
the Council that at the conference of representatives of 
municipal and other rating authorities on the subject of the 
taxation of land values, held in London last October, a sub-
committee was appointed to draft a bill having the taxation 
of land values as its object. This bill, it was stated, had 
now been drafted. It was asked that the Bradford Cor-
poration would co-opcrale in the movement. 

Mr. H . H. Spencer, who was the Council's delegate to 
the conference, proposed: " That this Council approves of 
the principles embodied in the draft bill as to the taxation 
of land values for local purposes prepared by the committee 
appointed by the conference of representatives of municipal 
and other rating authorities, and requests the local members 
of Parliament to vote for the said bill when introduced into 
the House of Commons." Before the Council either com-
mitted itself to the resolution or rejected it, said Mr. Spencer, 
the members should be informed of the principle of the 
draft bill. In a few words, the bill provided that in future 
all rateable values should be assessed on land and on build-
ings separately. If available building land was only let for 
farm purposes, its rateable value should be taken to be three 
per cent, on its capital value, and on that sum rates should 
be paid just as rates were now paid on shops, mills, and 
other such property. T o give them an example. If an 
acre of building land in the city of Bradford was held out 
of use, so far as building was concerned, and was let for 
farming pur|>oscs at £ 2 , that acre brought in only 6s. 7d. 
in rates. Now if that land was worth a yard, as was 
the case with a great deal of such land in Bradford, it should 
pay no less than £ 5 5 4s. in rates instead of 6s. 7d., and 
t h a t would, of course, go to relieve the rates which 

now fell on mills, cottages, and shops. 

S o m e Examples . 
His friends in the Town Hall, Mr. Spencer said, had 

been to some trouble to get out some figuies showing the 
actual amount of rates paid on building land in Bradford, 
now rated only on the agricultural value. H e believed that 
every one in that chamber would, roughly speaking, know 
the estates which were held by the trustees of Mr. J. A. 
Jowett, Sir Francis Sharp Powell, Bart., M.P., the Earl of 
Rosse, and the trustees of William Pollard. T h e s e were 
four typical building estates which were being cut up and 
sold bit by bit for building purposes, at prices that varied, 
but were constantly increasing. And yet the owners of 
these estates were only paying rates upon the agricultural 
value of their land, and the total amount of rates paid by 
the four estates—it would come, he thought, as a surprise 
to every one in the room—came to , £ 7 6 1 17s. o^d. 
(" Shame.") This was the amount which these four estates 
contributed to the expens s and the upkeep of the city of 
Bradford. H e did not know what the capital value of that 
land was. Other gentlemen in the room could better 
estimate that. But he supposed a couple of millions sterling 
would not suffice to buy those four estates from the free-
holders. There was, at any rate, the estimate of an owner 
to go upon. Some time ago the Corporation were parties 
in arbitration proceedings with Lord Rosse, certain land 
belonging to his Lordship being wanted by the Waterworks 
Committee, and it would be remembered by his friend 
Alderman Milner that it was stated in evidence on behalf 
of Lord Rosse that he was the owner of 1300 acres of land 
in Heaton and Shipley, all of it eminently suitable for 
building purposes. If half-a-crown a yard was taken as the 
value of this land for building purposes, its total value was 
JC780,000. And yet Lord Rosse, in respect of his estate, 
contributed the sum of ^ 1 8 9 os. 7 d towa. i s the expenses 
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a n d u p k e e p of the city of Bradford . ( " Shame . " ) 
How t h e V a l u e Is c r e a t e d . 

T h e bulk of this value, he bel ieved, was m a d e by t he 
exer t ions of the p e o p l e of Bradford , A lde rman Ratcliffe, 
in s ta t ing his ob jec t ion t o the m a k i n g of the Bol ton R o a d 
t ramway, said tha t he did not want to give a £ 5 0 , 0 0 0 
presen t to t he owners of land a t t h e t o p of the road. T h e 
Cdlinci l h a d given these owners tha t present , a n d he t rus ted 
tha t A l d e r m a n Ratcliffe (a Voice : " H e is not h e r e " ) or his 
f r i ends would suppor t h im in m a k i n g t he best of a b a d j o b 
a n d ge t t ing a l i t t le of tha t p resen t back in the shape of 
rates. A Mr. G a u n t paid £ 1 9 . 5 0 0 , at the ra te of 3s. a yard, 
for twenty-seven acres of bu i ld ing land be tween Barkerend 
Road a n d H a r e w o o d Street . T h e C h u r c h B a n k t ramway 
s c h e m e would Send u p the value of land in tha t district 
immense ly . T h e land to which h e had referred was rated 
at , £ 1 per ac re at the t ime of t he purchase , a n d Mr. Gaun t , 
or t h e owner of t h e land , paid j £ 4 2s. in rates. If it were 
a mill worth £ 1 9 , 5 0 0 t he r e would h i v e to be paid upon it 
some th ing like £ 4 0 0 a year in rates. T h e d i f ference be-
tween t h e mil lowner a n d the l andowner was tha t the mill-
owner gave e m p l o y m e n t to l abour a n d was of use to the 
city, a n d yet was heavily taxed, whilst the l andowner had 
simply to sleep or en joy himself while t he people of Bradford 
m a d e his land valuable. T h e mos t str iking ins tance which 
had c o m e to his not ice was t he l and on which t he Condi -
t ioning H o u s e s tood. T h a t l and was never ra ted at all. 
I t was supposed to be was'.e. H e bel ieved an o d d goat or 
two were grazed upon it now a n d again. (Laugh te r . ) But 
when t he Corpora t ion wanted to acqu i re that land for the 
use of t h e city they h a d to give . £ 6 1 5 9 for it. T h e Counc i l 
spent , £ 3 0 , 0 0 0 on the Cond i t i on ing H o u s e , a n d now had to 
pay rates not only u p o n the e s t ab l i shment itself, bu t upon 
the land. 

A Benefit to Property Owners. 
T h e r e was a good dea l of mi sapprehens ion of the proposal 

to tax land values a m o n g the m e m b e r s of t he Property 
Owners ' Associa t ion. T h e y see ined t o have t he mis taken 
not ion tha t this was an a t t emp t to put a b u r d e n on their 
shoulders . O n t h e cont rary , it was an a t t e m p t to take a 
bu rden off their shoulders . ( H e a r , hear . ) T h e proper ty 
owner to day paid full ra tes on t h e l and u p o n which his 
cot tages or shops s t o j d ; he was ra ted at 7s. 8d. in t he 
p o u n d . I t was only t he m a n w h o kep t his l and ou t of use 
who escaped . If the C o r p o r a t i o n could ob ta in a sum of 
m o n e y f r o m land which was not used at its p rope r value, 
sufficient t o r e d u c e t he rates on o the r proper ty by 2s. in t he 
p o u n d , t h e proper ty owner would be t h e m a n who would 
first get t he benefi t . ( H e a r , hear . ) Moreover , he c la imed 
that this re form would enab le co t tages to be buil t which, let 
at a r easonab le rate, would pay. I t was fash ionab le nowa-
days to ask if we were t he only wise peop le in t h e world. 
I t was asked in re fe rence to t he fiscal ques t ion . Well, our 
colonies would laugh at us if they knew our ra t ing system. 
T h r o u g h o u t t he whole of C a n a d a t he munic ipal i t ies ra ted 
land v a l u e s ; t h e same remark app l ied to New Zealand, and 
at Wel l ington, in New Zea land , t he whole of t h e munic ipa l 
rates were raised f rom land values a lone. H e appea led to 
t he gen t l emen on the o the r side of t he C h a m b e r not to t reat 
this as a par ty ques t ion , po in t ing out that Mr. Balfour on 
the previous even ing h a d said it might or migh t not be a 
good scheme. As long as e ighteen years ago t h e King 
himself, as p res iden t of t he Commiss ion on t he H o u s i n g of 
t he Poor , s igned a repor t which said that t h e taxat ion of 
land values was an abso lu te necessi ty to deal with t he 
hous ing of t he poor . Liverpool , t h e most Conserva t ive city 
in t h e land, a n d Manches te r , with a Conserva t ive major i ty 
on t he Counci l , h a d passed resolut ions with overwhelming 
major i t ies in favour of th is re form. ( H e a r , hear) . 

Mr . E . J . Smith s e c o n d e d the resolut ion. 

An Instalment of Justice. 
Mr. F. W. Jowet t said he was glad to endor se what had 

been said by Mr. Spencer . T h e proposed reform was an 

ins ta lment of jus t ice—it was not jus t ice itself by any means-
T h e proposa l consisted of the e n u m e r a t i o n of two principles 
—firs t , tha t land should be separately assessed, a n d secondly 
that the re shou ld be a system of valuat ion on t he capital 
value. H e was sorry that the system of valuat ion was ra ther 
m u d d l e d . I t was laid down that t he capi tal value of land 
shou ld be said to be, for assessment purposes , 3 pe r cent , 
of the sum which it would fetch a? be tween a willing buyer 
and a willing seller. I t was the pract ice a m o n g m a n y rat ing 
authori t ies to t ake 5 pe r cent. , s n d he though t this would 
have been a bet ter figure. H e would like to a d d an ins tance 
or two to those given by Mr. Spencer , showing t he wrong-
fulness of the present system. T h e To l l e r L a n e estate , of 
7 A acres, fe tched 3s. 9d. per yard for bui ld ing purposes . I t 
was ra ted at £ 1 0 annual ly . This , when worked out at 
twenty years ' purchase , was equal , it would be found , to 
about i j d . per yard, ins tead of 3s. 9d. An estate that lay 
be tween Legrams Lane a n d Great H o r t o n Road , consis t ing 
of 13 acres, was rated a t jQ27, equa l to abou t 2^d . pe r yaid. 
F o r this land the owner a sked 5s. per yard, a n d when it was 
ul t imately sold he bel ieved that was very near t he figure 
which was actually ob ta ined . S o m e t ime ago f h e Fire 
Br igade C o m m i t t e e — i t was dur ing t he c h a i r m a n s h i p of Mr. 
E . J . S m i t h — e n t e r t d in to negot ia t ions for l a n d in the 
western por t ion of Brad fo rd , and a p p r o a c h e d a very pro-
minen t townsman , Mr. I l l ingworth, with a view to its 
purchase . T h e price asked for that l and was i t s . p e r yard. 
O n looking at t he ra te-books he found that the l and was 
2000 yards in extent , a n d was assessed a t 16s. 6d. ; so that 
it was ra ted as though it was worth abou t 2d. a yard. 

Vacant Land in the City. 
I n the old city of Bradfo rd , consis t ing of 10,776 acres, 

t he re were 4512 acres of land unbui l t upon . T h e s e figures 
d i d not inc lude quar r ies and o ther fo rms of land which 
would not be available for bui lding. Es t imat ing , as he 
t h o u g h t they were just i f ied in doing, tha t these 4512 acres 
of l and were worth 3 ' . 6d . a yard, it would be seen tha t they 
would be worth £ 3 , 8 2 1,644. U n d e r t h e present system of 
ra t ing, averaging the value of the l and at £ 4 0 an ac r e— 
well within t he mark , he t h o u g h t — i t s tood in the ra te book 
as though it were worth , £ 1 8 0 , 4 8 0 . U n d e r the new system 
of rating, therefore , there would be a very large gain o n this 
land. I t would s t a n d in the books as b e i r g worth 
£ 3 , 6 4 1 , 1 8 4 m o r e than it was r ep resen ted to be worth u n d e r 
t he present system, ai d it would br ing in no less than 
£ 4 1 , 8 7 2 per year in rates. H e did not wish to dece ive the 
Counci l , a n d would point out that mos t of this land would 
for assessment purposes be cons ide red agr icul tura l land, 
and , therefore , it would be subjec t to all the d e d u c t i o n s — 
a n d he was sorry to say tha t they were very cons ide r ab l e— 
by which agricul tural land in a city benef i t ed . T h e Agri-
cul tura l Relief Ac t a n d t he preceding legislation u n d e r t he 
Publ ic Hea l th Act h a d this effect in Bradford , t ha t land 
which in the la te -books was desc r ibed as agricul tural land, 
instead of cont r ibu t ing 7s. 8d. in t he p o u n d to t h e rates, 
only con t r ibu ted 3s. 3 M . T a k i n g all this land as agricul 
tural, 1 he net gain in revenue would amount to £ 17 ,978— 
a pret ty cons iderable a m o u n t . But the social a d i a n t a g e s 
which would result f rom such a system as this far outweighed 
in his j u d g m e n t all mone t a iy cons ide ra t i on ' . (Hear, hear.) 
Every town was faced with great hous ing difficulties. People 
were c rowded into s lums, where space and air were insuffi 
cient. I t was not fair that cer tain fo r tuna te persons should 
be allowed to keep land for an advance in the price, and be 
protected by a system of rating, when other people were 
sadly in need of the space upon which to live. 

After further discussion, the resolution was put and carried 
by fifty votes, with eighteen against. T h e " Ayes " were :— 
Aldermen Godwin, Hind, Moorhouse, O'Flynn, Pickles, 
E. Priestley, W. Ii. B. Priestley, Toothill , Vint, W. W. 
Wood, and Wright; Messrs. Barraclough, Burke, Dickinson, 
Dobson, Foster, Gregory, Guy, Hayhurst, Hibbert, Hill, 
Hind, Holdsworth, Holland, Horsfall, Jennings, Jowett, T . 
Lister, Minty, Moser, B. North, Peel, Potter, A. T. Priest-
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man, A. Priestman, H. B. Priestman, Rhodes, Roberts, 
G. H. Robinson, E. J. Smith, P. Smith, Sowden, Spencer, 
Stringer, Vint, Warburton, Whitehead, G. Wilkinson, T. 
Wilkinson, and Worsman—50. The " N o i s " were :— 
Aldermen Dobson, Elsworth, Hustler, Milner, and J. O. 
W o o d ; Messrs. Bedford, Birkby, Clark, Clayton, C.adie, 
Gregson, Johnson, Knight, Land, Lupton, W. Riddiough, 
Swithenbank, and T. A. Wil l iamson—18.—From " 1 he 
Yorkshire Observer," 13/1/04. 

THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL AND HOUSING. 

THE (Christian Socialist) Guild of St. Matthew has issued a 
manifesto'on the London County Council Election, in which 
occurs the following significant passage on the Housing 
Quest ion and the Taxation of Land Values :— 

T h e Council and the ratepayers would d o well in the 
meantime to consider whether the Council has been 
well advised in abandoning, during the last six years, 
the policy avowed by the first three Councils (18S9-
1898) of rtfusing to undertake costly improvements 
whenever it was possible to postpone them, so long as 
the cost had to be raised under the present system of 
rating, while the chief benefit went to the ground land-
lords. Though the Guild is strongly in favour of 
municipal housing, yet there is no doubt that the effect 
of the great improvements carried out by the Council 
at the expense of the ratepayers has been to increase 
the already huge tax levied upon the industry of London 
hy the owners of land values. There is little reas >n to 
doubt that the present Housing Policy of the Council 
— t h e policy of buying land for building purposes and 
of improving means of communication within the 
county—tends in the long run rather to benefit the 
ground landlords than to abate the evil of overcrowd-
irg. T h e housing problem is fundamentally a question 
rather of land than of building. The erection by the 
Council of so many houses, while land monopoly is 
left untouched, does not even begin to solve the real 
difficulty. In view of these considerations and of the 
probability of a change of Government at no distant 
date, it should be urged up in candidates for the Council 
that they should press, in every possible way, for the 
transference of at least a portion of the burden of local 
rates from " rateable value " (i.e., the net annual value 
of occupied premises) to " land value," thus cheapening 
the cost of sites and lessening the burdei.s on the 
occupancy of houses. 

T h e Yorkshire Daily Observer, 13/1/04, thus comments 
on the discussion and vote at the Bradford Town Council, 
see page ( 1 4 1 ) : — T h e agitation for the taxition of land 
values goes on gathering strength as the months pass. 
A year and a half ago the Liberal majority of the 
Bradford City Council decided to include a clause to this 
effect in their bill then about to be submitted to Parliament. 
Yesterday the Bradford City Council by no less a majority 
than 50 votes to 18 approved of the principles of the draft 
bill which is to be introduced to this e n d T h e anomalies 
which Mr. H . H. Spencer produced from the Bradford rate-
books can hardly fail to impress any unbiassed person, and 
it was noticeable that so far as argument was concerned the 
Conservative party allowed the case for taxation of land in 
urban districts on its real value, rather than on a fictitious 
" agricultural" value, to go by default 

Sir George Robertson, the prospective Liberal 
Bradford, candidate for Central Bradford, speaking lo a 

special meeting of representative Liberals at 
the Bradford Liberal Club, 9/1/04, said :—" While the un-
employed are increasing the people in the town and in the 
country are wretchedly housed, owing to our defective land 
laws, and bad housing, insanitary surroundings, lead directly 

that mental depression and physical lassitude which demands, 
craves for alcohol to give momentary exhilaration and 
comfort of mind, but only to be followed by worse evils 
still. T h e greatest curse upon us as a nation is intemper-
ance, and intemperance is fostered and developed amongst 
us by our miserable houses and the general joylessness of 
overcrowded and gloomy and unhealthy dwellings. Air and 
light and space in dwelling houses are the great enemies of 
intemperance. You will never cure intemperance until you 
have settled the housing question, and you will never settle 
the housing question until we have a reform of our I . ind 
Laws and the taxation of land values. 

HALIFAX T O W N COUNCIL. 

At the monthly meeting of the Halifax Town Council 
held 6 /1 /04 , a letter from the Town Clerk of Glasgow, with 
reference to the subject of taxation of land values, having 
been read, Alderman G. H. Smith moved a resolution 
approving of the principle of the taxation of land values for 
local purposes, as being just and equitable, and that the 
local members of Parliament be asked to support recom-
mendations which had been made on the subject, should 
these be embodied in a bill introduced into the H >use of 
Co:nmons." T h e resolution was unanimously carried. 

LIVERPOOL T O W N COUNCIL. 

Mr. Buike asked if Mr. Harmood Banner had any infor-
mal ion to give about the conferences in London and 
Glasgow on the taxation of site values. 

Mr. Harmood Banner said they had only just received a 
copy of the proceedings at the conferences. More copies 
had been sent for, and he hoped they would have a special 
meeting of ihe Council authorising the Finance Committee 
to support two bills which were being prepired—one by the 
English and the other by the Scotch Committee (hear, 
hear).— Liverpool Daily Post, 7 /1 /04 . 

In a leading article the !At*rpool Daily Post, 7 /1/04, 
says :—"Taxat ion of land values is making progress. In 
this matter Glasgow is taking the lead, and Mr. Harmood 
Banner's remark at yesterday's Council meeting indicates 
that Liverpool is prepared to follow. T h e movement for 
the taxation of land values has now been in progress for 
more than twenty years, and in its broadest aspect deals 
with all land. So long as private owners can nurse vacant 
land in the hope of realising a high price for it, without 
having to pay rates upon its value, there is a strong induce-
ment to owners to wait for a high price, and to inflict upon 
the public a double lo s s : First, in receiving 110 rates while 
the land is vacant, and next, in the excessive cost of new 
buildings because of the fancy price that has to be paid for 
the land. T o allow land to lie vacant in this way is an 
injustice to all other ratepayers, who have in consequence 
to pay higher rates, and one of the principal objects of the 
taxation of land values is to put an end to the practice of 
holding vacant land in the hope of realising a high price fur 
it at the public expense . ' 

T h e movement for the taxation of land values is being 
well promoted in Liveipool by Mr. Edward M'Hugh and 
Councillor Burke. Mr. M'Hugh is indefatigable in his 
efforts. When there is no indoor meeting of friends or 
enemies worth having, Edward M'Hugh doesn't know the 
art of resting, he makes tracks for a front position in the 
town where he preaches the full, true, all-embracing gospel 
of equal rights to all and special privileges to none—20s . in 
the jQ. The politicians and the T o w n Council may only 
ask for 2s. in the jQ of land values. That's their business, 
and may be the point of least resistance, but our radical 
co-worker knows no such compromise : the land is the 
natural inheritance of all the people, and its value, arising 
from their presence and necessities, should be taken in 
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taxation for public purposes. Sunday or Satuiday, summer 
or winter, Mr. M ' H u g h is' at this work, and has already 
m a d e a platform for h imsel f that any missionary might 
envy. H e has c o n d u c t e d with m u c h succes s and approval 
a poli ' ical e c o n o m y class during the past two winters, where 
beginners and enthusiasts are well g r o u n d e d in e c o n o m i c 
law. Mr. M ' H u g h ' s latest venture is an open-air lantern 
lecture, about which we h o p e to have news later. 

BRIGHTON T O W N COUNCIL. 

AT a mee t ing of the Brighton T o w n Counc i l held 7 /1 /04 , 
Alderman Buckwel l m o v e d the conf irmat ion of the proceed-
ings of the General Purposes C o m m i t t e e . 

T h e proceed ings o f this c o m m i t t e e of D e c e m b e r 31st 
s h o w e d that the c o m m i t t e e had before them a letter from 
Mr. J. G. Monro, T o w n Clerk of Glasgow, forwarding a 
report of the proceed ings of the c o n f e r e n c e of municipal 
and other rating authorities, held on 2 1 / 1 0 / 0 2 and 9 / 1 2 / 0 3 , 
on the subject of taxation of land values, a n d requesting the 
co-operation of the Counci l in the m o v e m e n t ; but resolved 
that the Counci l d o not d e e m it expedient to express any 
opinion in the matter. 

Counci l lor Black urged the Counci l to revoke the dec is ion 
of the c o m m i t t e e that they did not d e e m it expedient to 
express any opinion on the subject of the taxation of ground 
values. H e denied that it was a political quest ion, and 
argued that if the Counc i l carricd the proceed ings they 
would be regarded as antagonist ic to the proposal. If they 
rated site values they would be taking a very long step in 
the direct ion of making poss ib le the bui lding of houses on 
the outskirts. 

Counci l lor Blaker s'.rongly deprecated the counci l chamber 
being m a d e in any sense a political arena. T h i s quest ion, 
he c o n t e n d e d , was distinctly a party quest ion. 

A lderman Carden reminded the Counci l that the quest ion 
had been before them before, a n d asserted that it would 
cont inue to c o m e before them until the Counc i l had taken 
a d e c i d e d step in it. It was absurd to say it was a political 
quest ion. It was purely a ratepayers' quest ion . T h e y were 
groaning at the amount o f their rates, and surely it b e c a m e 
them, as the authority responsible for f inding the mone y , to 
devise means whereby their burdens might be l ightened. 

N o fewer than 130 rating authorit ies throughout the 
country, inc luding the leading towns in England, advocated 
it, and h e asked the C o m m i t t e e to take the matter back and 
instruct the T o w n Clerk to report o n the subject . 

Alderman Stafford p leaded for m o r e light on the quest ion. 
If it meant taxing vacant land, he was thoroughly with it. 

Counci l lor Hall iwel l urged that the quest ion, far from 
being a political one , was o n e for the finance c o m m i t t e e of 
every borough. 

Counci l lor M'Clean professed to b e surprised at members 
entertaining such a silly idea as that this was a political 
matter. O n the contrary, it was o n e that vitally affected 
the interest of every borough throughout the country. Five 
or six years ago the vot ing on the quest ion in the Counci l 
was a lmost equal, and surely they had grown wiser s ince. 

Alderman Buckwel l , in reply, said it was news to him 
that they were to be saddled with the task of politically 
educat ing the members of the Counci l (cries of " N o , no "). 

T h e Counci l divided, w h e n there v o t e d — 
For the Except ion ( t 8 ) — A l d e r m e n Carden, Stafford, and 

Tester, Counci l lors Black, Briant, Greenyet , Hall iwell , 
H a t d y , Jarvis, Lawson, Lintott, Mayston, M'Clean, Pannett, 
Tozer, Wi lson, Whi t tome , and Yates. 

Against (15)—'The Mayor, Aldermen Buckwell , Clark, 
Lowther, and Sendall , Counci l lors Blaker, Broadbridge, 
Colbourae , Galliers, Hol loway, K.idd, Lynn, Smithers, 
Stringer, and '1 i tcomb. 

T h e r e was considerable applause when the Mayor declared 
the except ion carried. 

FALKIRK T O W N COUNCIL. 

At the monthly meet ing of Falkirk T o w n Counci l he ld 
19 /1 /04 , Treasurer Fairlie m o v e d " T h a t the T o w n Counc i l 
respectfully request the support of Mr. J o h n Wilson, M.P . , 
and Mr. Jas. M'Ki l lop , M.P. , for the bill for the taxation of 
land values which is to be introduced in the ensuing session, 
a n d that they also intimate to the Corporat ion of Glasgow 
their approval of representations in favour of t h e bill which 
are being made to the Secretary for Scot land and the Presi 
dent of the Local Government Board." 

Judge Flannigan seconded . 
S o m e discuss ion followed, in which object ion was taken 

l o the subject as a political o n e which s h o u l d not be intro-
d u c e d into the T o w n Counci l , and Counci l lor Russe l l 
m o v e d the previous quest ion. T h i s was s e c o n d e d by D e a n 
Lochhead. O n a division the mot ion was carried by 10 
votes to 4. 

TORONTO.—" Place your taxes on Land Values," says H i s 
Honour from the B e n c h to the Grand Jury in Stratford, 
1 / 1 / 0 4 . — I n replying to the presentment of the Grand Jury 
in the General Sess ions at Stratford, H i s H o n o u r J u d g e 
Barron on 8 / 1 2 / 0 3 spoke forcibly on the assessment ques-
tion. " It is a strange cus tom we have," he said, " which 
penalizes a man for improving his property. N o wonder 
people are adverse to beautifying their h o m e s when the 
assessor heaps on taxes whenever it is done . T h e r e is no 
doubt but that the op in ions he ld by the Single T a x Associa-
tion are gaining ground in this P r o v i n c e . " — C a n a d i a n Single 
Taxer, 1 /1 /04 . 

Scottish motes anD IRews. 

[Scottish readers of Land Values arc invited to send news for this 
column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated.] 

It is twenty years on the 18th inst. s ince H e n r y George 
o p e n e d his campaign in Glasgow, by the wel l -known address 
publ i shed in pamphlet form, and s ince c irculated all over 
the Engl i sh speaking world, entitled, " Sco t land and Scots-
men." I n these twenty years the work c o m m e n c e d in 
Glasgow by the famous author of " Progress and Poverty " 
has g o n e steadily forward, until t o d a y the quest ion of taxing 
land values is the most popular of quest ions , seeking from 
Parl iament in no uncertain vo ice this instalment, t o o long 
kept back, of e c o n o m i c freedom and social justice. 

* • * 

Mr. John Longmuir , a former m e m b e r of the Glasgow 
Henry George Institute, was the Free T r a d e candidate for 
the Bland Div is ion ( H o u s e of Representat ives) at the recent 
general e lect ion in Australia. 

* » • 

Mr. Harry H o p e , prospective Un ion i s t candidate for 
Elgin and Nairn, in reply to a quest ion at N e w Elgin last 
month, said he was in favour of the taxation of land values 
and the extension of the Crofters' A c t to the whole of Scot-
land. 

• • • 

Mr. C. E . Price (Liberal candidate for Central Ed inburgh) 
to ld an Edinburgh meet ing last month that " in addit ion to 
o ld s lums more or less inevitable in the older part of the 
city, they had during the last few years run up houses , or 
rather streets, in the Gorgie district, where 16 families l ived 
up a stair. T h e condit ion in Gorgie at the present t ime 
was a disgrace." 

If Mr. Price studies the quest ion a little more closely, he 
will see that the " o l d s l u m s " were r o more inevitable than 
the new erect ions at Gorgie. 



February, 1904. Land Values. 145 
A b o v e the pen-name of " J u s t i c e in Taxation," The 

Scottish Co-operator, 8 / 1 / 0 4 , contains a very able letter on 
the hous ing quest ion and the taxation of land values. T h e 
" S. C.," which opens its co lumns most readily to all views 
o n social problems, can be had on application to any local 
co-operative store. 

* • • 

The Star (Glasgow), 9 / 1 / 0 4 , publishes a 19th century 
allegory by ex-Bailie John Ferguson. Land monopoly, as 
the great obstacle to trade and fair play, is explained in Mr. 
Ferguson's well-known lucid style. T h e taxation of land 
values, needless to say, solves the problem. W e are glad 
to be able to report that Mr. Ferguson's health has greatly 
improved of late, and heartily congratulate him and his 
co l l eagues on the good work they are doing for taxation of 
land values in the municipal counci l s of the country. 

* * * 

The Leith Burghs Pilot and The Leith Observer give g o o d 
reports of the lecture delivered to the local branch of the 
Y o u n g Scots Society, 12/1 /04 , on the subject of Free Trade 
and the Taxation of l a n d Values. 

» « • 
Mr. Edwin Adam, Edinburgh, addressed the Women's 

Liberal Association, Peebles , 23 /1 /04 , on the Fiscal Ques-
tion, the true solution of which, he argued, was to be found 
in the freeing of the land from the burden of monopoly and 
the removal of restrictions from labour. 

* • * 

T h e quest ion of supporting the Glasgow Corporation Bill 
for Taxat ion of Land Values c a m e before the Kirkintilloch 
T o w n Counci l , 11 /1 /04 , when Mr. Jack gave not ice that at 
next meet ing h e would move that the Counci l approve of 
the principle. 

• * • 
At the bye-election contest at Ayr Burghs last month, 

both candidates, Liberal and Conservative, repeatedly de-
clared themselves in favour of the taxation of land values. 
In reply to a quest ion, Mr. Younger declared at Inveraray 
h e had n o object ion to the separation of land from buildings 
o n the matter of taxation so long as they did not interfere 
with existing contracts. In the cases of new feus, it would 
be quite fair and reasonable to tax them as it might be 
thought desirable. 

• * • 
Meet ings were addressed last month at Pol lokshaws Pro-

gressive U n i o n by John C a s s e l s ; Irvine (Ayr Burghs Bye 
Elect ion) , by H . S. Murray; Bearsden Liberal Associat ion 
and Y .M.C.A. , by Wm. D. H a m i l t o n ; Leith Y o u n g Scots , 
by J o h n Paul. 

* * * FEBRUARY MEETINGS. 

Mr. W. R. l i s t e r will read a paper to the Glasgow Ruskin 
Society , 100 West Regent Street, Monday, i s t Feb. , 8 p.m. 

Feb . 1 5 — " A talk on the land quest ion, with lantern 
views," is on the syllabus of the Glasgow D u n d a s Street 
Congregational Church Literary Society. 

F e b 16—Selkirk Y o u n g Scots devote the night to taxa-
t ion of land values. 

Feb. 17—Edinburgh Young Scots (Centre) have a lantern 
lecture on the subject. 

Feb. 1 8 — T h e Penicuik Young Scots' s u b j e c t — T h e 
T a x u i o n of Land Values . 

Feb. 19—St. Andrews Young Scots—Lantern lecture on 
Taxat ion of I-and Values. 

Feb . 29—Glasgow Young Scots d e b a t e : Would Social ism 
Solve the E c o n o m i c P r o b l e m ? Aff.— Council lor Forsyth 
and Counci l lor Burgess. N e g . — W m . Reid and John Paul. 

SPECIAL CAMPAIGN FUND. 
Already Acknowledged, II o 
J. M _ ... o IO o 

£*>i I O 
G. B. W A D D E L L Hen. Treasurer. 

T h e Political E c o n o m y Class, 13 D u n d a s Street, Glasgow, 
c o m m e n c e d its s econd half-session's course (1903-4) Wed-
nesday, 13th January. T h e subjects to be deah with are as 
fo l lows :— 

Jan. 13—The Ef fecu of Restrictions on Trade , • Mr. Wm. Reid. 
„ a o — T h e Laws of Distribntion, - - • Mr. John Cassels. 

Feb. 3—Taxation, Mr. W . R. Les le i . 
„ 10—Wages Treated Historically, • • Mr. W. D . Hami l ton . 

17—Trades Unionism, . . . . Mr. Wm. Reid . 
„ 2 4 — T h e Effect of Rent on Progress, • Mr. John O n . 

Mar. 2 — T h e Economics of Mining Ren's and 
Royalties, Mr. W m . Cassels. 

„ 9 — M o n e y , . . . . . - M r . David Cassels, jr. 
„ 1 6 - I ' a l l i a i i v e s , . . . . • Mr. W m . Reid. 
„ 23—Karl Marx and Henry (V«orge - A 

Coinpai i ion, . . . . Mr, W. K. l i s t e r . 
„ 30—Utop ias , Mr. Wm. Reid. 

MR. BALFOUR'S INNOCENCE. 
What is wanted to put everything right, if there is any-

thing wrong, is that the Liberal party should c o m e in, that 
they should pass s o m e untpec i f ied s change in our educational 
system and that they shou ld t a x j g i o u n d lents (which may 
or may not be a good thing, but has very Utile to d o with 
our commercia l pos i t i on ) .—The Prime Minister, Manchester, 
Jan. / / , '04. 

It is something gained that Mr. Balfour, in sarcastic vein, 
should have even such a dim and inaccurate perception of 
the alternative policy which Lilierals propose to advocate 
when the country is asked to give its verdict upon Mr. 
Chamberlain's proposals. But it is plain that a g o o d deal 
of p ililical educat ion will be necessary before Mr. Balfour 
and those who follow him fully understand the issues which 
his late col league's "raging and tearing propaganda" has 
raised. 

A m o n g those who are oppos ing a return to Protect ion it 
is becoming every day more clearly realised that the cure 
for many of the evils from which we still sufTer after fifty 
years of Free Trade is not less freedom but more. What 
is wanted is to add freedom of production to freedom of 
exchange. T h i s spellf , not indeed as Mr. Balfour phrases 
it, "taxat ion of ground rents," but taxation of land values. — 
Daily Chronicle (Ixjr.don) 15 /1 /04 . 

That statesmanship which dares not speak the truth 
A n d is the slave of sham expediency , 
T h e shutt lecock of parties and of cl iques, 
Can never be aught but the prostitute 
Of self ish interests and monopoly . 
Alva, these latter tyrants must g o down, 
A n d fresh construct ion build a come ly shape 
Of Government , which shall protect the rights 
Of living, sentient life to liberty, 
A n d be the parent of a Commonwea l th ; 
Wherein excess ive wealth, excess ive toil, 
Excess ive poverty, excess ive sham, 
Can not obtain a footing or a place. 
T h e gorgeous panoply of rich divines , 
T h e tinsel mummery of holy rights, 
T h e criminal expenditure of go ld 
In royal burlesques and on regal shows 
Shall cease to b e the fashion of the hour. 
Simplicity of life and a sane creed 
Shall inf luence regenerated life, 
A n d make fair play to all necessity. 
G o d fashioned land, and c lo thed its naked form 
With herbs, and fruit, and flow'rs, for living life. 
I t is the c o m m o n property of life 
From whence this latter draws its sustenance, 
A n d it should be the c o m m o n h o m e of all. 
But the coarse burglar, vile Monopoly , 
H a s made a night march, and, while others slept, 
H a s seized the land and fenced it all around, 
A n d d u b b e d it private property in land ! 

LADY FLORENCE D I X I E , 
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TAXATION OF LAND VALUES. 

Can t h e O w n e r s h i f t t h e b u r d e n of t h e T a x o n t o 
t h e O c c u p i e r ? 

T h e answer t o th is q u e s t i o n is " N o , " a n d t h e nega t ive can 
b e p roved b o t h by the reasonings of pol i t ical e c o n o m y a n d 
b y t h e ac tua l prac t ice of t he p roper ty m a r k e t . 

(1) T h e e c o n o m i c a r g u m e n t may b e shor t ly s t a t ed t h u s :— 
L a n d differs f rom all o t h e r poss ib le sub jec t s of taxat ion 

in the fact tha t it is not p r o d u c e d by h u m a n exer t ions . T h j 
pu t t ing of a tax on any o t h e r art icle raises t he pr ice of that 
ar t ic le because t h e p r o d u c e r s of it c a n n o t afford t o lose a 
par t of the i r profit . T h e y the re fo re cease p r o d u c i n g tha t 
ar t icle unt i l its price rises sufficiently to give t h e m the same 
profit they en joyed be fo re t he tax was imposed . 

But when a tax is p l aced u p o n t h e va lue of land , its 
owners have n o such resource . T h e y c a n n o t cease p roduc-
ing land , because they never d id p r o d u c e it. N o r c a n they 
r e d u c e t h e supply of land , for which n a t u r e a l o n e is respon-
sible. If , the re fo re , they can ne i the r increase nor r e d u c e 
t h e supply of land, they c a n n o t increase or r e d u c e its price, 
a n d have thus n o m e a n s for sh i f t ing t o t he c o n s u m e r s (in 
this case the i r t enan ts ) t h e b u r d e n of t he tax. 

T h i s a r g u m e n t may be, a n d s o m e t i m e s is, s t a t ed in ano the r 
form as follows : — T h e a n n u a l value of l and is d e t e r m i n e d 
in t he o p e n ma ike t a c c o r d i n g t o the d e m a n d for its use. 
T h e tax col lector takes whatever t he law prescr ibes , a n d t he 
l and lo rd mus t be c o n t e n t with wha t is left a f ter t he tax 
col lector is satisfied. If t he tax is light, t he r en t will be 
h i g h ; if t he tax is heavy, t he rent will be low. 

(2) T h i s e c o n o m i c theory is s u p p o r t e d in ac tua l prac t ice 
by the fol lowing c o n s i d e r a t i o n s : — A street of 100 houses 
all let a t 60 a year would , let us a s sume , be sub jec t to a 
cha rge on t he site of e a c h h o u s e a m o u n t i n g to per 
a n n u m . T h e c o n t e n t i o n is that t he owner will be ab le t o 
raise the rent to ^ 6 5 a n d so escape t he b u r d e n of t he tax. 
But it is forgot ten tha t ail sites, whe the r built on or not , 
would be equal ly sub jec t t o the t a x ; a n d t h e owner s of all 
unoccup i ed sites would e i ther h a v e to incur t h e d e a d loss 
of paying t he tax out 1 f the i r own pockets , or get their l and 
built on, or o therwise used , as speedi ly as possible, in o rder 
tha t it m a y p r o d u c e an i n c o m e out of which to pay t he tax. 
T h i s would u n d o u b t e d l y give an i m m e d i a t e a n d e n o r m o u s 
impe tus t o t h e bui ld ing of houses ; a n d n o t e n a n t would be 
f o u n d willing to pay £ 6 5 for an o lder house , when h e could 
get a new o n e for £ 6 0 , o r even less. I n o the r words, the 
effect of a tax o n land values would b e ra ther to redu~e 
rents , by largely increas ing t he supply of houses , t han to 
increase t h e m . A n d if t h e s t a n d a r d of rent is r e d u c e d , it 
is imposs ib le for ind iv idua l owners to shift t he b u r d e n of 
t h e tax u p o n thei r t e n a n t s by raising ind iv idua l rents . 

I t does s o m e t i m e s h a p p e n tha t two or th ree interests , or 
even more , in te rvene be tween t h e f r eeho lde r of a si te a n d 
t h e occupy ing t enan t . I n o rde r t o levy t he tax equi tably , 
it is i m p o r t a n t to cons ide r t he exact n a t u r e of these interests . 
T h e r e is only o n e interest having t he r ight t o dea l with the 
site at o n e a n d t he s a m e t ime. All t h e o the r s are mere 
rent charges , i.e., their on ly presen t c la im u p o n t he site is 
for a cer ta in fixed income . Only if they fail to receive this 
c a n they in te r fe re with t h e site or wha t s t ands u p o n it. T h e 
m a n who has t he right t o t he site a n d all u p o n it, for the 
t ime be ing , is t he ho lde r of the last lease. H e may be 
himself in occupa t ion , or h e may let to a t enan t . H e a lone 
can i m p r o v e t h e proper ty , i.e., wha t s t ands on t he site. If 
it rises in value all t he increase goes in to his p o c k e t ; if it 
falls h e has to bear t he b run t . H e is, in a word, t he m a n 
in possession of t he site value, a n d he ough t t o pay t he tax. 

W h e n his lease c o m e s t o an e n d , t he lessee next f rom 
h im succeeds to t he posi t ion, its privileges a n d its b u r d e n . 
A n d so on in tu rn unt i l t h e f reeho lde r is r eached . 

I t would be unfa i r to tax fixed incomes , a l t hough der ived 
f rom site value, for mun ic ipa l expend i tu re , which does not 
increase t h e m , bu t does increase t h e i n c o m e of s o m e o n e 

else, i.e., t h e last lessee. H e is t he ' ' owner " for all pract ical 
purposes . 

A l though t he i m m e d i a t e effect of the new tax (or r a the r 
t h e abol i t ion or reduc t ion of the o ld one ) would be to r e d u c e 
t he s t andard of rent , it mus t not b e forgot ten tha t t he 
i m p e t u s given to t rade, especially t he bui lding t r ade , would 
set u p ano the r t endency , o n e which always follows pros-
peri ty, viz., a t endency to a s teady a n d heal thy rise of l and 
values. At t he outski r ts of the town, w h e r e the e rec t ion of 
new houses would be in full swing, t h e relief f rom tax b u r d e n 
greates t , a n d the rent s t a n d a r d lowest , th is t e n d e n c y would 
hard ly b e felt a t all. Bu t its in f luence would increase in 
passing t h rough zone af ter zone unti l t h e c e n t r e was r eached . 
Fo r it is obvious tha t increases in t h e t r ade of t h e town and 
in the bui ld ing of houses must also increase the a m o u n t of 
business t r ansac ted in t he cent ra l dis t r ic ts in a m u c h greater 
ra t io t han in any o ther zone, because t he m o r e i m p o r t a n t 
financial a n d direct ing agencies mus t b e loca ted there . 

T h i s cons idera t ion is of special i m p o r t a n c e , hav ing regard 
to t he fact tha t the tax on land values would , while con-
siderably r educ ing the a m o u n t levied in t he outskir ts , a d d 
largely to t he b u r d e n of taxat ion in t he m o r e va luab le 
cen t ra l distr icts. Fo r it will t hus be seen tha t t he outskir ts , 
which get the largest d i rec t benef i t f r om the change , receive 
only a small sha re of t h e resul t ing r ise in values. O n the 
o t h e r h a n d t he centra l districts, where t he new tax would 
fall with the greatest weight, will receive s o m e c o m p e n s a t i o n 
f rom the na tura l rise of l and values resul t ing f t o m the 
adop t ion of an equi tab le basis of taxat ion. C. LI. D. 

T H E A L T E R N A T I V E T O PROTECTION. 

At the a n n u a l mee t ing of t he N a t i o n a l D e m o c r a t i c 
L e a g u e held a t t h e I n n s of Cour t H o t e l , L o n d o n , 16 /1 /04 , 
t he following resolut ion was a d o p t e d : — " T h a t while recog-
nis ing tha t a large n u m b e r of skilled a n d unski l led workers 
were out of e m p l o y m e n t , des i red to express t he o p i n i o n that 
a re turn to P ro tec t ion would aggrava te a n d in tens i fy t he 
evil. R e f o r m in the l a n d laws, t h e t axa t ion of g r o u n d 
values and min ing rents a n d royalties, t h e reso lu t ion a d d e d , 
r equ i red to be first deal t wi th ." 

Mr . J a m e s D u n d a s W h i t e (Liberal c a n d i d a t e for D u m -
bar tonsh i re ) , speak ing a t Luss , 23 /1 /04 , s a i d : — " H e 
be l ieved th it t h e t rue course was no t t o raise prices, bu t to 
dec rease the cost of p r o d u c t i o n . T h e p lan shou ld no t b e 
t o raise rents , bu t r a the r to lower t h e m , which would be 
p r o m o t e d by the taxat ion of l and values, as tha t would d o 
m u c h to b r ing m o r e land in to t he marke t , a n d to e x t e n d 
smal l cul t ivat ion. T h e r e shou ld b e n o taxa t ion , or ra t ing 
of farm bui ld ings or i m p r o v e m e n t s of any kind, for we 
n e e d e d to r e m o v e eveiy obs tac le in t h e way of bu i ld ing a n d 
of improving in o rde r to have bet ter a n d cheaper houses , 
a n d ' to m a k e two b lades of grass grow where o n e grew 
before . ' Bet ter cond i t i ons of life would lead to be t t e r 
living a n d to greater t e m p e r a n c e . " 

Address ing t he Posit ivists at L o n d o n , 1 /1 /04 , Mr . 
F r e d e r i c Ha r r i son said :—-

If the fiscal ques t ion was to be o p e n e d , let t he r e b e an 
open ing of it in its e n t i r e t y ; let t he who le sys tem of 
taxat ion be recons idered . T h e great omiss ion was t he want 
of d u e taxat ion of the land. 

" L a n d c a n n o t grow th r ee separa te a n d dist inct p rof i t s , " 
said Mr . Ha r r i son . 

" First , t he re is that of the horny h a n d e d p l o u g h m a n , 
general ly t h e least of the th ree . 

" Secondly , t he r e is t ha t of t he farmer , who devo tes to 
his pursui t his capi tal , his skill, his incessan t watchfu lness . 

" Thi rd ly , t he r e is tha t of t he idle, o f t e n ignorant , o f ten 
absen t landlord , who pe rhaps knows no th ing a b o u t t he l a n d 
h e calls his own except as regards the g a m e u p o n it." 

" H e is not t h e l and lo rd , " a d d e d Mr. Ha r r i son , in point -
ing the moral , " h e is only t h e land u s u r e r . " 
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Rece ip t of a f r e e c o p y of LAND VALUES 
is an invitation to become a Subscriber. 

T h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g of t h e L a n d V a l u e s A s s e s s m e n t a n d 
R a t i n g Bill ( E n g l a n d a n d Wales) , will b e m o v e d in t he H o u s e 
of C o m m o n s by Mr . C. P . T r e v e l y a n , M . P . , on F r i d a y , M a r c h 
n t h . A s imi lar bill two yea r s ago was d e f e a t e d by 71 
votes. Dr . M a c n a m a r a ' s bill of last year c a m e within 13 
vo tes of g e t t i n g its s e c o n d r e a d i n g in sp i te of t h e fact t ha t 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t " w h i p p e d " aga ins t it. T h e s e c o n d read-
ing of M r . T r e v e l y a n ' s bill o u g h t t o b e ca r r i ed o n t h e n t h 
inst . , if o u r f r i e n d s o u t s i d e t h e H o u s e give suff icient ly 
v igo rous a n d p r o m p t he lp . Every reader of Land Values 
should zurile at once to his member of Parliament urging him 
to be in his place in the House on Friday, March nth, and 
there to vote for the Land Values Assessment and Rating 
Bill. 

* * •*• 

T h e Glasgow C o r p o r a t i o n has aga in c i rcu la r i sed over 3 0 0 0 
R a t i n g B o d i e s a sk ing t h e m if poss ib le t o s eek t h e vo te of 
the i r m e m b e r for M r . T r e v e l y a n ' s Bil l o n t h e 1 i t h . 

• « * 

D u r i n g t h e pas t m o n t h t h e d i s c u s s i o n s in t h e H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s on t h e F isca l I s s u e h a v e b e e n m o r e a m u s i n g 
t h a n ins t ruc t ive . T h e T o r y l eade r s a n d wire-pullers a r e 
ev iden t ly c o m m e n c i n g t o regre t the i r e n d o r s e m e n t of M r . 
C h a m b e r l a i n ' s u l t r a -Tory , r eac t iona ry p roposa l s . T h e bye-
e lec t ions h a v e given t h e m a h i n t of t h e e f fec t s of t h e 
p r o p a g a n d a so ene rge t i ca l ly ca r r i ed on by M r . C h a m b e r l a i n 
a n d h i s Ta r i f f R e f o r m L e a g u e . H e n c e t h e i r m a n i f e s t 
de s i r e t o c o n t i n u e for the present the i r p o s e as " c o n v i n c e d 
F r e e T r a d e r s . " 

» « * 

M r . C h a m b e r l a i n , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , will p r o b a b l y st ick 
t o h i s guns , at all e v e n t s for a year or so. H e ev iden t ly 
still re l ies on two fac tors , (a) t h e w i d e s p r e a d d i s c o n t e n t 
wi th t h i n g s as t hey are , to which h e a lways a p p e a l s with 
m a r k e d e f f e c t ; a n d (b) t h e p r o f o u n d i g n o r a n c e of e c o n o m i c s 
a m o n g b o t h o u r midd le -c la s s a n d w o r k i n g p o p u l a t i o n . 
T h e s e two f ac to r s m a k e for P r o t e c t i o n ; a n d , un less t h e 
L i b e r a l s bo ld ly a d v a n c e s o m e a l t e rna t ive p r o g r a m m e of 
t ea l soc ia l r e f o r m , t h e s e m a y yet waf t Mr. C h a m b e r l a i n t o 
t h e l e a d e r s h i p of a so l id C o n s e r v a t i v e P a r t y , a n d e n a b l e 
h i m t o e n f o r c e his r e a c t i o n a r y p roposa l s o n a n unwi l l ing 
c o u n t r y . 

* * * 

A n y fa i lu re o n t h e p a r t of t h e L ibera l l e ade r s to f ace t h e 
social q u e s t i o n a n d t o g r app l e with it bo ld ly a n d con-
vinc ingly , will g ive M r . C h a m b e r l a i n his last c h a n c e . T h e y 
m u s t n o t ove r look t h e fac t t ha t t h e g rea t J o s e p h poses no t 
on ly a s a n E m p i r e Bu i lde r , b u t a l so as a Socia l R e f o r m e r . 
T o m o s t m e n t h e t w o roles m i g h t s e e m s o m e w h a t i n c o m -
pa t ib le , b u t n o t t o a m a n of t h e inf in i te r e s o u r c e s of " t h e 
M e m b e r for B i r m i n g h a m . " If " P r o t e c t i o n a n d O l d A g e 
P e n s i o n s " s h o u l d s e e m t o h i m a m o r e t ak ing c ry t h a n 
" P r o t e c t i o n a n d E m p i r e , " t h e n d o u b t l e s s we shal l see it 
i n s c r i b e d o n his b a n n e r s t h e n e x t t i m e h e l eads his d e v o t e d 
fo l lowers i n t o t h e pol i t ica l field. 

OLD AGE PENSIONS.—Though t he insuf f i c i ency of a n y 
such p r o p o s a l h a s b e e n r e p e a t e d l y s h o w n , t h i s c ry is un-
d o u b t e d l y still p o p u l a r b o t h a m o n g s t p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s , in t h e 
r a n k s of t h e pr iv i leged c lasses a n d t h e d i s c o n t e n t e d , in t h e 

r a n k s of t h e d i s i n h e r i t e d workers . H e n c e we shal l d o u b t l e s s 
h e a r m o r e a b o u t it in t h e m o u t h s of p rac t ica l po l i t i c ians d u r i n g 
t he c o m i n g e lec t ion . W h e n it is b e i n g d i s c u s s e d , ou r 
r e a d e r s wou ld d o well t o b e a r in m i n d t h e fo l lowing sugges-
t ive s u m m a r y of t h e q u e s t i o n , w h i c h we t a k e f r o m Mr . 
L a w r e n c e W. Z i m m e r m a n ' s v a l u a b l e l i t t le p a m p h l e t , wh ich 
we are rev iewing in a n o t h e r c o l u m n . 

» • » 

" If o ld age p e n s i o n s a re to c o m e a t all, t h e y s h o u l d 
c o m e no t by p u t t i n g a d d i t i o n a l t axa t ion on t h e w o r k i n g 
c l a s s e s b u t f r o m s o m e ex is t ing s o u r c e of wea l th in which 
they h a v e at p r e s e n t n o sha re , n a m e l y , " t h e u n e a r n e d 
i n c r e m e n t " of t h e l a n d . T a k e o n e i tem of o u r n a t i o n a l 
ba l ance - shee t . E v e r y year t e n o r e l even mi l l ions h a v e t o 
b e p r o v i d e d ou t of t h e b u d g e t t o w a r d s t h e cos t of local 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a c h a r g e o n t h e n a t i o n a l p u r s e wh ich s h o u l d 
cer ta in ly cease a n d b e t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e s h o u l d e r s of t h e 
local i t ies t hemse lves , p o w e r b e i n g given to t h e m t o ra ise 
t h e m o n e y by a tax 011 local g r o u n d values . H e r e we 
s ' r i ke at o n c e a fo rm of r e a d j u s t m e n t in o u r fiscal s y s t e m of 
sovere ign i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e w o r k i n g c lasses , b e c a u s e it 
d iver t s t o t h e u s e of t h e w h o l e p e o p l e what is n o w m o n o p o -
l ised by a n ins ign i f ican t few. A n d by t r ans fe r r ing t o a tax 
o n g r o u n d l a n d l o r d s t h e t e n or twe lve mi l l ions n o w p a i d by 
t h e n a t i o n as g r a n t s in a id of local i t ies , t h e C h a n c e l l o r of 
t h e E x c h e q u e r w o u l d h a v e t h e way m a d e c lea r for t h e 
b e g i n n i n g of a s c h e m e of o l d age p e n s i o n s w i t h o u t h a v i n g 
to b u r d e n t h e p e o p l e wi th a d d i t i o n a l t a x a t i o n . " 

" A n ex t r ao rd ina ry i n s t a n c e of t h e inc rease in t h e va lue 
of l a n d , is a f f o r d e d by t h e St . C l e m e n t D a n e ' s H o l b o r n 
E s t a t e C h a r i t y . P u r c h a s e d in 1552 for £ 1 6 0 , t h e p r o p e r t y 
now p r o d u c e s a n i n c o m e of . £ 7 0 0 0 p e r a n n u m .—Evening 
News, 2 3 / 1 / 0 4 . " 

* * * 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.—The fo l lowing c o n v e r s a t i o n 
b y t h r e e b u s i n e s s m e n was o v e r h e a r d in a first-class c o m -
p a r t m e n t of a railway t ra in in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d of P a r t i c k 
W e s t t h e m o r n i n g a f t e r " C . B . ' s " G l a s g o w m e e t i n g :— 

N o . 1 — " D i d any of y o u r ead C a m p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n ' s 
s p e e c h ? " 

N o . 2 — " N o , I haven ' t , a n d d o n ' t t h i n k I sha l l . " 
N o . 3 — " Wel l , I h a d a p l a t f o r m t i cke t , b u t d i d n ' t t h i n k 

it w o r t h . " 
N o . 1 — " Q u i t e r i g h t ; h e is a low, vu lga r m a n . " 
N o . 2 — " I r a t h e r t h i n k tha t ' s a b o u t i t . " 
N o . 3 — " By t h e way, h a v e a n y of you b e e n to s e e ' T h e 

Schoo l Gi r l ? ' Awfu l ly c l eve r p i ece , g rea t f u n . " 
T h e p r e c i o u s trio, w h o l o o k e d b e t w e e n 4 0 a n d 5 0 years 

of age, were in h a p p y a g r e e m e n t a t o n c e . 

« « * 

A n E n g l i s h c o r r e s p o n d e n t s e n d s us two r e s o l u t i o n s 
e m i n e n t l y su i t ab l e for P r i m r o s e L e a g u e M e e t i n g s p r io r to 
t h e c o m i n g G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n :— 

" T h a t th is m e e t i n g reaf f i rms its f a i t h in t h e s u b s t a n t i a l 
veri ty of t h e mu l t ip l i ca t ion t ab l e as it is ; b u t if t h e C o n s e r v a -
t ive Pa r ty shall s u c c e e d in m o d i f y i n g it a t any t i m e we will 
readi ly a c q u i e s c e in s u c h m o d i f i c a t i o n . 

T h a t we a d h e r e t o t h e law of G r a v i t a t i o n as a c o n v e n i e n t 
ru le , no t t o b e d e p a r t e d f r o m u n l e s s Mr . B a l f o u r o r M r . 
C h a m b e r l a i n s h o u l d d i s s e n t f r o m it or find it n e c e s s a r y o r 
pol i t ic t o d e n o u n c e it a s a n a n t i q u a t e d supers t i t ion . 
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A n Engl i sh c o r r e s p o n d e n t writes : — " I was de l ighted with 
t h e speech of Sir H e n r y C a m p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n at Glasgow. 
T h e cause is progress ing wonderfu l ly amongs t the rank a n d 
file of the L ibera l a n d L a b o u r parties, a n d t hey will force 
the pace of t h e leaders shor t ly ." 

* * * 

George J . T h o r n t o n , St. Louis, Mo. , U .S . , in s end ing two 
subscr ip t ions to Land Values, writes 1 8 / 1 / 0 4 : — " R e f e r r i n g 
to t h e la t te r par t of your m e m o r a n d u m , I would l ike to say 
tha t t h e work which you are do ing mee t s with my hear ty 
approval , a n d I am very m u c h pleased a n d e n c o u r a g e d to 
n o t e tha t so many p rominen t m e n in t h e Libera l Pa r ty are 
discussing favourably the reform which we propose . I am 
especially p leased to no te f rom your extracts tha t t h e Daily 
News is tak ing so encourag ing a s t and in the mat te r . I t 
would certainly seem, u n d e r such auspices, that the Libera l 
Party, if it shou ld be vic tor ious in the next Genera l Elec t ion , 
mus t i n t r o d u c e s o m e m e a s u r e for the taxat ion of land 
values. Wish ing you all success ." 

* * * 

I n send ing for 6 dozen copies of our F e b r u a r y issue 
M r . J . E . Entwist ie , Secretary, Accr ington Single T a x 
Associat ion, w r i t e s : — " T h e T o w n Counc i l have passed 
a resolut ion in favour of taxing l and values for local 
purposes , a n d we t h o u g h t this a g o o d t ime to send to each 
m e m b e r of t h e Counc i l a copy of t h e paper . Allow m e to 
offer our hear ty congra tu la t ions on this i s s u e ; we all th ink 
it a g rand n u m b e r . " 

# * * 

W e also t h o u g h t the F e b r u a r y a usefu l n u m b e r , a n d 
pos ted m a r k e d copies f ree to over 200 m e m b e r s of Parl ia-
ment , and to the T o w n Counci l lors wi thout d iscr iminat ion 
of Glasgow, E d i n b u r g h , A b e r d e e n , D u n d e e , Paisley, D u m -
bar ton, K i lmarnock , Kirkin t i l loch, Fa lk i rk . While over the 
border t h e T o w n Counc i l lo rs of Liverpool , Bradford , and 
Br ighton, were each suppl ied with a copy. 

» * * 

T h e following a p p e a r e d in t h e Pa r l i amen ta ry N o t e s of 
the Glasgow Evening Citizen, 16 /2 /04 : — " I t will b e a very 
uphi l l fight in the present condi t ion of poli t ics to carry to a 
successful issue this session a bill for t h e taxat ion of l and 
values. All tha t can b e h o p e d for by t h e in t roduc t ion of 
t h e bills a n d discussion to which they will give rise, is an 
educa t iona l process which may bea r fruit at a later stage, 
when t h e Radica ls , as they believe, will soon b e in power ." 

* * + 

February has witnessed some no tab le deve lopment s in 
L o n d o n journa l i sm. Af te r a six weeks ' career , Mr. Stead 's 
" D a i l y P a p e r " for the h o m e ceased publ ica t ion owing to 
the regre t tab le b r e a k d o w n of the m a n at t h e he lm, add ing 
ano the r ins tance to t h e long list of unreal ised ideals. But 
a deve lopmen t of greater s ignif icance is t h e a p p e a r a n c e of 
t h e two leading Libera l j o u r n a l s — T h e Daily Chronicle 
a n d the Daily News—as ha l fpenny newspapers . T h e latter 
journa l m a d e the change in the m i d d l e of the m o n t h a n d at 
once met with an enormous ly increased d e m a n d . Scot land 
may well envy E n g l a n d a n d the met ropo l i s their possession 
of progressive journals at this popula r price. I t might well 
b e wished tha t o n e or o ther of these journa ls would see 
their way to supply t h e nor th (Glasgow, a n d the west of 
Scot land) with a really progressive m o r n i n g paper . T h i s 
would b e an Engl i sh invasion of Scot t ish terr i tory to which 
n o Scot who loves the cause of f r e edom a n d jus t ice would 
have t h e slightest ob jec t ion . 

* * * 

The Manchester Guardian, 31 /12 /03 , has a c o l u m n article 
on the Ra t ing of G r o u n d Values and the progress of the 
m o v e m e n t , f rom which we quo te :— 

I n the next session of Pa r l i ament a vigorous a t t empt will 
p robably b e m a d e to c rea te a new system for t h e rat ing of 
l and values. T h e subjec t has been ta lked abou t for years, 
b u t it is now taking pract ical shape . T h e Corpora t ion of 
Glasgow in 1895 a p p o i n t e d a c o m m i t t e e to " i n i t i a t e corre-

s p o n d e n c e with the o ther rat ing author i t ies ," a n d in 1896 
agreed to pet i t ion Par l i ament in favour of mak ing l and 
values the basis of local taxat ion. I n Oc tober , 1902, a con-
fe rence was held in L o n d o n for t h e pu rpose of cons ide r ing 
what act ion might or should be taken . At this conference , 
on the mot ion of Mr. J . H . Whit ley, M . P . for Hal i fax , 
s e c o n d e d by Mr . A lde rman Sou the rn , of Manches t e r , a 
resolut ion was passed approving of the " principle of t h e 
taxat ion of land values for local purposes as be ing jus t a n d 
equi table ," and a second resolution was a d o p t e d in favour 
of bringing the mat te r before Par l iament . A c o m m i t t e e 
which was appoin ted met in Glasgow on the 21st of April , 
1903. I t was t hen dec ided that as t h e l and laws in Scot -
land are so different f rom those in E n g l a n d it would b e 
be t t e r to have separate b i l l s—one for each c o u n t r y — r a t h e r 
t han one bill for t h e two countr ies . T h u s it is that Sco t land 
has its bill, a n d there is ano the r bill for Eng land , I re land , 
a n d Wales. T h e Engl ish bill has been drawn up principally 
by Mr. W. H . H ickson , town clerk of Eccles , a n d Mr . j . E . 
Balmer , of Manches te r . Cer ta in modi f ica t ions in it were 
suggested at a confe rence in the M a n c h e s t e r T o w n H a l l a 
few weeks ago, a n d those a m e n d m e n t s were formally ap-
proved at a confe rence in L o n d o n last m o n t h . 

• * * 

Mr. Z i m m e r m a n , in his pamphle t on " U n t a p p e d Wea l t h 
of the Twen t i e th Cen tu ry , " points ou t tha t " the rat ing 
value of M a n c h e s t e r in 1891 was , £2 ,798 ,005 . In 1902 it 
was . £3 ,464 ,000 . Th i s shows an increase in eleven years 
of . £ 6 6 6 , 3 9 5 . B u t , again, it must b e r e m e m b e r e d tha t the 
rat ing value is only five-sixths of the ac tual value. Conse-
quent ly the actual increase in the value of proper ty in Man-
ches ter in the past eleven years amoun t s , in r o u n d figures, 
to . £ 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 per a n n u m . A s s u m e that the increase is d u e 
in the propor t ion of three-four ths to the bui ldings a n d one-
four th to the l a n d — t h a t is to say, in the propor t ions of 
. £ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 and , £ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 . H e r e , then , is a sum of , £ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 
a year, equal to abou t 20 per cent , of the total annua l 
i ncome of Manches te r , which has been c rea t ed in the shor t 
per iod of eleven years, by reason of t h e increase of the 
popula t ion a n d the expend i tu re of rates on improvements . 
Yet , in the main, a n d in the long run, the owners of this 
increased value escape any appreciable cont r ibu t ion to t h e 
cqgt of the u p k e e p and governmen t of the city. M a n y 
cases might b e cited. T a k e one f rom t h e L e v e n s h u l m e 
district. I n the eighties an estate was sold for , £ 2 , 1 0 0 . 
Since then a par t of t h s es ta te has b e e n sold for . £ 5 , 6 0 0 , 
a n d tha t which remains is es t imated to be worth , £ 4 , 0 0 0 . 
Similar tes t imonies come f rom all t he great towns a n d 
cities." 

T h e People ' s League against P ro tec t ion (31 T e m p l e 
H o u s e , Tal l i s Street, L o n d o n , E . C . ) have issued a 
leaflet urging the taxat ion of land values as the people ' s 
reply to Mr. Chamber la in ' s proposals. T h e closing words 
a r e : " W h y then should we tax t h e people 's food a n d 
c lo thes and o ther necessaries of life, a n d c o n t i n u e to leave 
un taxed the l and values which the pub l ic crea te and t h e 
landlords a p p r o p r i a t e ? ' ' 

At a special mee t ing of delegates u n d e r the auspices of 
t h e Glasgow a n d West of Scot land Co-operat ive D e f e n c e 
Associat ion held in the U n i o n Hal ls , West Ni le Street , 
Glasgow, 16/1/04, the following resolution was car r ied by a 
large major i ty : — " T h a t this meet ing affirms its bel ief in 
t h e principles of F ree T r a d e ; and that , as any r e tu rn to 
Pro tec t ion would only t e n d to accen tua t e t h e evils i nhe ren t 
in our present social system, and crea te d ispeace amongs t 
t h e nat ions of the world, this meet ing emphat ica l ly protes ts 
against t he proposals of the Tariff R e f o r m L e a g u e ; a n d 
submi ts as a pract ical a l ternat ive there to , t he organisa t ion 
of industry on a co-operative basis, a n d advocates , as a 
practical s tep in this di rect ion, the nat ional isat ion of rail-
ways, mining royalties, a n d also the taxat ion of l and values ." 
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HOW TO BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY. 

A C o m p a r i s o n b e t w e e n t h e F isca l Pol icy a n d t h e 
Land Laws. 

B Y A L D E R M A N F O R T U N E , J . P . 

T h e member s of the Har roga te Liberal C lub Literary 
Society recently listened to a most enjoyable lecture on the 
Taxation of Land Values. This subject was treated by 

Alderman For tune , than whom, in Harrogate , there is no 
bet ter authority. It was pleasing to note he had a good 
audience . 

At the outset he drew a comparison between the Fiscal 
Policy and the Land Laws. Mr. Chamber la in had declared 
tha t the present fiscal policy was out of date, and altogether 
unsui ted to the requi rements of the present time. H e 
( the speaker) did not admi t t h i s ; but if it was so ; if the 
present fiscal policy was out of date, after a lapse of only 
54 years, what about t he Land Laws ? T h e land system 
was in t roduced by William the Conqueror , and our present 
system of rating, based upon the Poor Rate, was passed in 
t he t ime of Q u e e n Elizabeth, in 1601, or 302 years ago. If 
the t ime had come for a revision of the fiscal question, 
what about the land quest ion ? 

Th i s was a point which struck home, and which at once 
rivetted the at tent ion of the audience. Continuing, the 
lecturer went on to give extracts from various histories 
of Eng land to show how the land was originally dealt 
with. Blackstone showed that William the Conqueror 
granted lands to his followers according to the Feudal 
system. For every grant of a certain quanti ty of land, 
called a knight 's feud, fief, or fee, the said grantee was 
bound to do personal service in the army of the grantor . 

The POwer of t h e L a n d l o r d s . 
But this being found t roublesome in many respects the 

tenants found means of compounding, by first sending others 
in their s tead, and in process of time, by pecuniary satisfac-
tion to the Crown which eventually came to be levied by 
assessment . F reeman says " I t must not be forgotten that 
the doctr ine which the dreams of lawyers have tried to raise 
in to an eternal t r u th—the doctr ine that all land is held by 
a grant of the Crown, was, in William's days, a doct r ine at 
once t rue and practical. Every man, French or English, in 
William's k ingdom, save only the official holders of ecclesi-
astical property, held his land as a direct personal gift of 
the reigning king." T h e one thing that gave the aristocracy 
of the day its overwhelming and dangerous influence was 
t he act in t he reign of Edward I . which empowered the 
nobles to entail their estates. In the reign of Charles I I . 
t he proprietors of land were freed from existing feudal 
burdens , such as knight 's service, but the same concession 
was refused to the inferior tenures such as copy-holders. 
Originally it was in tended to raise an equivalent a m o u n t by 
a tax on land, and the proportion had been allocated to each 
county when the proposal was changed, and it was made 
a charge upon the excise, thereby relieving the l anded pro-
prietors of their feudal tenures without a corresponding tax 
upon their land. 

T h e Land T a x of 1692. 
I t was in this reign that the first f u n d e d debt was created. 

I n the reign of William and Mary, in 1692, through the 
wars of the t ime, the expendi ture exceeded the income, a n d 
it was proposed to resort to a tax on land. T h e Peers 
ob jec ted to the assessment being m a d e by any but Com-
missioners of their own body, but a land tax of 4s. in the £ 
was carried. An Act was passed in 1797, in the reign 
of George I I I . , enact ing that the tax should only be levied 
on the original assessment of William I I I . 

T h e present Government , he said, had passed the Agri-
cultural Ra tes Act , which relieved the Agricultural land 
f rom half the rates. I t was pointed out that the a rgumen t 

was to relieve agricultural distress, bu t as there was no 
distress on land in the boroughs, there was no need to 
relieve boroughs from half the rate as the land was already 
relieved from three-fourths of the General District Rate . 
This Act relieved agricultural land to the extent of 
- £ r > 3 3 3 > 0 0 0 i n England, and in Scot land to the extent of 
£ 2 8 0 ,000. T h e Government also passed the Irish Local 
Government Act, and a l though it had nothing to do with 
the land, they relieved land owners of a proport ion of the 
rates in I re land which amoun ted to . £ 7 2 7 , 0 0 0 a year. T h e y 
also passed the Clerical T i t h e Rate Relief Act, though the 
clergy had taken their holdings with this t i the upon them. 
Then , this year, the Government had passed the Irish L a n d 
Act, and we are to be responsible for a loan of 120 million 
pounds, and to make a free gift to the land owners of 12 
million pounds . Passing from this, the lecturer went on to 
deal with 

The Munic ipa l R e f o r m Act, 
showing the state of the publ ic bodies prior to the passing 
of this Act and their condi t ion at the present t ime. Prior 
to the passing of the Act the total income of 212 boroughs 
w a s £ 3 6 6 , 9 4 8 , a n d 103 were in deb t to the a m o u n t of 
^ 1 > 8 s s . 3 7 i . In 15 boroughs the income per year was 
under £ 2 0 . At the present t ime, according to the latest 
Local Governmen t Board Returns , the total debt of the 
U r b a n and Rural Councils is £ 3 1 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , and in this 
amount is £ 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 which is wholly Rural , so that 313 
millions is U r b a n . T h e amoun t of the contracts let last 
year was nearly 30 millions. A n d it had to be borne in 
mind that as the debts increased, land values went up . I t 
was [necessary, said the lecturer, that the real difference 
between land and personal property should be thoroughly 
unders tood. T h e person who owned personal property 
could do with it as he liked, but the owner of land, or " real 
property," as it was called, could not do with it as he might 
do with personal property. H e could sell it and buy it, and 
build upon it, but he could not destroy it, or m a k e it. 
Hav ing explained this point, he went on to give the rates of 
Har roga te ( £ 7 1 , 6 2 2 ) . 

T h e debt on Har roga te at the present t ime was as 
fo l lows:— 

Water, £ 4 4 5 > 9 3 3 4«- 2 d . > General , £ 4 1 9 , 2 6 6 18s. 4d. 
Expend i tu re dur ing the year on Capital a c c o u n t : Water , 

- £ 6 5 > 3 6 3 ; General , £ 4 2 , 1 2 4 . 
Revenue expendi ture dur ing the yea r : Water , £ 2 4 , 5 2 5 • 

General , £ 1 0 7 , 9 2 1 i s . i o d . 
Borough, £ 1 0 , 9 4 4 19s. i d . 
Capital, £ 2 0 7 , 4 8 7 os. od . Grand total, £ 2 5 0 , 9 1 8 os. n d . 

Some I l l u s t r a t i o n s . 
I t was the expendi ture of this money, all of which had, or 

would, come from the ratepayers, tha t had increased the 
value of land in the town. As an instance, the Alde rman 
quoted certain land at Har low Hil l which had been offered 
at 

£ 1 0 0 0 p e r Acre . 
T h i s land had been increased in value, not by anything the 
owners had done , but by the contiguity of the town to the 
site. At t he present t ime that land was rented at 5s. per 
acre, and as it was rated on its lett ing value, it brought in 
t he magnificent sum of 6d. per acre. Now under Dr. 
Macnamara ' s Bill for the taxing of Land Values at o n e 
penny in the £ on its real value, it would contr ibute to the 
rates every year the sum of £ 4 3s. 4d. per acre, instead of 
6d. T h e n there was the land in Eas t Pa rade , near the 
Technica l School, which had been purchased by the Cor-
porat ion for the sum of £ 2 , 1 5 2 16s. od. T h i s land had 
not paid anything towards the rates for many years, but 
under Dr. Macnamara ' s Bill it would have had to pay 
£ 8 19s. 4d. per year. Still another instance was Collins 
Fields, which conta ined a little over five acres. I t was 
ren ted at £ 2 6 per year, and on this amount it pa id 
£ 2 12s. od. per year, whilst under t he Bill referred to it 
would have had to pay £ 6 9 19s. i o d . T h i s property was 
purchased by the Corpora t ion for £ 1 6 , 6 7 8 . 
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P a s s i n g o n f r o m t h e s e local re fe rences , t h e l ec tu re r 
a l l u d e d to e x a m p l e s o u t s i d e H a r r o g a t e . 

H e i n s t a n c e d D e v o n p o r t , which was in t h e h a n d s of o n e 
pe r son , w h o w o u l d only sell l and a t 9s. pe r superf ic ia l yard. 
T h i s inev i t ab ly p u t a c h e c k u p o n bu i ld ing , a n d t h e resul t 
was t h a t D e v o n p o r t was ove rc rowded , a n d t h e h e a l t h of t h e 
p e o p l e s u f f e r e d in c o n s e q u e n c e . 

T h e n t h e r e was Boot le , t h e l a n d of wh ich was h e l d on a 
lease , a n d when t h a t l ease " fell in " eve ry th ing t h a t was o n 
it w o u l d b e c o m e t h e a b s o l u t e p r o p e r t y of t h e owner . 

H u d d e r s f i e l d was a n o t h e r town t h a t was m e n t i o n e d , a n d 
t h e po in t e m p h a s i s e d b y A l d e r m a n F o r t u n e was t h a t u n d e r 
such an Ac t as t he T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s t h e s e oppres-
sions wou ld b e r e m e d i e d . T h e p r e s e n t l a n d laws were a 
tax u p o n indus t ry , a n d a m e n a c e t o t h e h e a l t h of t h e 
people . T h e old R o m a n s h a d th is inscr ip t ion on the i r 
Counc i l C h a m b e r , " Sa lus popu l i s u p r e m a l e x " which inter-
p r e t e d m e a n t , " T h e hea l t h of t h e p e o p l e is t h e h ighes t 
law." T h e s a m e inscr ip t ion s h o u l d b e on t h e walls of the i r 
own C o u n c i l C h a m b e r . 

R o y a l t i e s , W a y - L e a v e s , a n d D e a d R e n t s . 
T h e nex t p o i n t t o u c h e d u p o n was t h e q u e s t i o n of 

Roya l t i e s , Way-leaves , a n d D e a d R e n t s , a n d t h e s e were 
m o s t in teres t ingly exp la ined . D e a d R e n t s were a s u m of 
m o n e y p a i d d o w n pr ior to t he c o m m e n c e m e n t , say of a pit 
shaf t , or a yearly r en t t ha t m u s t b e real ised. A Roya l ty 
was a s u m of m o n e y p a i d on e a c h t o n of coal , or iron, etc. , 
a n d a Way- leave was e i the r a l u m p s u m d o w n or a yearly 
cha rge for pe rmiss ion t o pass over ce r t a in p rope r ty . I n 
this c o n n e c t i o n t h e l ec tu re r m e n t i o n e d a case which was 
b r o u g h t to his no t i ce t h e o t h e r day . T h e B i r m i n g h a m 
City C o u n c i l p a s s e d a reso lu t ion , wi th two d issent ien ts , 
express ing regret t h a t t h e T r a m w a y C o m m i t t e e s h o u l d have 
c o n s i d e r e d it necessary to p u r c h a s e t ramra i l s f r o m a b r o a d 
at a t i m e when Bri t ish I n d u s t r y n e e d e d e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d 
suppor t . I t was a r g u e d tha t t h e saving wou ld n o t b e m o r e 
t h a n 6s. per ton . " I f our Royal t ies , o u r D e a d R e n t s , a n d 
our Way-Leaves , we re t r e a t e d in t h e s a m e way as in Ger -
m a n y or in F r a n c e , " said t he lec turer , " t h e c o n t r a c t would 
no t h a v e g o n e ou t of t he c o u n t r y . " I n F r a n c e t h e 
royal ty pa id u p o n coa l a n d iron for a t o n of finished rails is 
1 i d . I n G e r m a n y it is 8 i d . , a n d t h e s e a m o u n t s wen t t o 
t h e respec t ive g o v e r n m e n t s t owards t h e r e d u c t i o n of taxa-
t ion . I n E n g l a n d t h e k o y a l t y was 5s. od. per t o n , which 
wen t i n to t he p o c k e t of t he l a n d e d propr ie to rs . T h e n if 
they t o o k t h e q u e s t i o n of rai lway rates . I n E n g l a n d t h e 
r a t e s w o u l d b e 13s. 4 d . for ce r t a in carr iage . I n G e r m a n y 
for t h e s a m e weight a n d t h e s a m e d i s t a n c e t hey would 
a m o u n t t o 9s. i o d . I n Be lg ium, 6s. 4d . , a n d in H o l l a n d , 
8s. 8d . T h i s s h o w e d very clear ly t h a t if t h e s e t h ings were 
d o n e in E n g l a n d as they a re d o n e in t h e m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
cen t r e s of t h e C o n t i n e n t t h e r e wou ld be no necess i ty to go 
to t h e C o n t i n e n t for s teel rails. T h e l a n d laws of E n g l a n d 
were d o i n g far m o r e i n ju ry to t h e t r a d e of th i s c o u n t r y t h a n 
any F i sca l pol icy. 

T h e G r o w t h o f t h e M o v e m e n t . 

By way of showing h o w t h e m o v e m e n t for t axa t ion of l a n d 
va lues was growing, M r . F o r t u n e said t h a t when th is ques t ion 
was b r o u g h t fo rward s o m e years ago at t h e M u n i c i p a l Associa-
t ion mee t ing , h e was c r ied d o w n . T w o years ago h e was 
l i s t ened to with t h e d e e p e s t a t t e n t i o n , a n d last year a con-
f e r e n c e o n t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s was he ld by t h e 
M u n i c i p a l Au thor i t i e s . As t h e resul t a Bill was d r awn u p 
a n d was to b e s u b m i t t e d to a s e c o n d c o n f e r e n c e which was 
to b e h e l d o n W e d n e s d a y of th i s week. T h e l ec tu re r a l so 
a l l u d e d t o Q u e e n s l a n d a n d N e w Z e a l a n d w h e r e l a n d va lues 
were taxed , a n d c o n c l u d e d by a q u o t a t i o n f r o m a s p e e c h 
by Sir H e n r y C a m p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n at Bol ton, o n O c t o b e r 
15th , w h e r e h e said " Protection is no t c o n f i n e d to foreign 
t r a d e a n d to s e a p o r t s ; it has its relics all over t h e coun t ry . 
O u r l a n d sys tem is no t a pe r fec t o n e ; it is b a s e d u p o n 
privi lege, a n d t h e l and lo rds w h o are a p p l a u d i n g M r . 
C h a m b e r l a i n a n d flocking to his p l a t f o r m a re wise in the i r 

genera t ion , for they real ise t h a t th is pol icy will e n t r e n c h t h e 
l a n d m o r e s t rongly t h a n ever. W e say tha t t he l a n d , or 
r a the r t h e va lue tha t t h e c o m m u n i t y , by its aggrega t ion , by 
its en te rpr i se , by its pub l i c i m p r o v e m e n t s has given t h e l a n d , 
m u s t b e m a d e to have its fair s h a r e of t h e b u r d e n s now 
t h r o w n u p o n indus t ry . O u r p re sen t l a n d laws c a u s e a 
g rea te r drag u p o n t r a d e a n d a re a g rea te r peri l to t h e 
s t a n d a r d of living t h a n all t h e tariffs of G e r m a n y a n d 
A m e r i c a , a n d even of o u r Co lon ie s . " 

T h e " H a r r o g a t e a n d C l a r o T i m e s , " 
in the cou r se of an ab le a n d luc id l e ad ing ar t ic le dea l ing 
with Mr . F o r t u n e ' s l ec tu re , said :— 

" L o o k what a d i f fe rence t h e t axa t ion of l a n d values 
wou ld m a k e to H a r r o g a t e 1 I t wou ld re l ieve t h e p re sen t 
ra tepayers of pay ing a c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t of m o n e y every 
year, b u t t h i s — i m p o r t a n t as it i s—is only a de ta i l c o m p a r e d 
to its o t h e r benef i t s . I t would inevi tab ly c h e a p e n l a n d , it 
would solve t h e h o u s i n g p r o b l e m , a n d pract ical ly solve t h e 
l abour ques t ion . A n d we h a v e no t by a n y m e a n s e x h a u s t e d 
t h e v i r tues of s u c h a n Act . I t wou ld give us b e t t e r a n d 
c h e a p e r houses , abol i sh overc rowding , a n d t h e r e f o r e be t t e r 
t h e hea l t h of t he c o m m u n i t y . A n d so we m i g h t go on 
expla in ing benef i t a f t e r benef i t . W e re jo ice t o see our 
C o r p o r a t i o n so en l i gh t ened on t h e s u b j e c t as t o u s e its 
u tmos t e n d e a v o u r s to b r ing a b o u t t h e pas s ing of s u c h legis-
lat ion as t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues . 

m e w s o f t b e f I D o v e m e n t . 

The Municipalities and the Government. 

A d e p u t a t i o n f rom t h e c o m m i t t e e of t h e C o n f e r e n c e o n 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues m e t yes te rday at W e s t m i n s t e r — t h e 
P r e s i d e n t of t he L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d (Mr . L o n g ) a n d 
t h e Secre ta ry for S c o t l a n d ( M r . G r a h a m Mur ray ) . A m o n g 
t h e m e m b e r s present were Bail ie F e r g u s o n , Bail ie Bi l s land , 
Counc i l lo r B o y d (who be ing in L o n d o n on o t h e r bus iness 
j o ined t h e d e p u t a t i o n ) , Mr . E lde r , of t h e T o w n - C l e r k ' s 
off ice; Mr . H e n r y , City Assessor, G lasgow : P r o v o s t F m d l a y , 
M o t h e r w e l l ; a n d represen ta t ives of a large n u m b e r of o t h e r 
munic ipa l i t i es , inc lud ing Counc i l lo r B a n n e r , L iverpool , a n d 
Counc i l lo r Scot t , M a n c h e s t e r . T h e m e m b e r s of P a r l i a m e n t 
p re sen t were Sir Alber t Roll i t , M r . Caldwel l , M r . J . H . 
Whi t ley , Mr. M ' C r a e , M r . Weir, M r . W . M ' K i l l o p , C a p t a i n 
El l ice , Mr . H u n t e r Craig , Mr . C. M . Douglas , Sir J . L e n g , 
Mr . Pir ie , M r . Shaw, M r . Black, a n d Mr . T r e v e l y a n . T h e r e 
were also p r e s s n t r epresen ta t ives of t h e Engl i sh M u n i c i p a l 
C o r p o r a t i o n s Associa t ion . 

Sir Alber t Rol l i t briefly i n t r o d u c e d t h e d e p u t a t i o n , m e n -
t ion ing a n u m b e r of r e fo rms des i r ed in t h e Eng l i sh Loca l 
G o v e r n m e n t law by t h e Engl i sh Assoc ia t ion . 

M r . J . H . Whi t l ey said they a s k e d two t h i n g s — n a m e l y , 
t ha t t h e r e s h o u l d b e a sepa ra te a s se s smen t for t h e p u r p o s e 
of ra t ing of l a n d a n d of bu i ld ings , a n d tha t t h e r e s h o u l d b e 
power to r a t e l a n d o n its real va lue ins t ead of o n what was 
pract ical ly a n o m i n a l va lue in m a n y cases. 

Ba i l i e F e r g u s o n ' s A r g u m e n t . 
Bai l ie Fe rguson , Glasgow, said t h e d e p u t a t i o n on t h e 

sub jec t of l and va lues was r ep resen ta t ive of 200 r a t ing 
author i t ies , inc lud ing s o m e of t h e pr inc ipa l munic ipa l i t i e s 
in t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m , w h o were c o n v e n e d s o m e 18 
m o n t h s ago by t h e C o r p o r a t i o n of Glasgow. T h e repor t of 
t h e Roya l C o m m i s s i o n on Loca l T a x a t i o n h a d been pub-
l ished, a n d t h e sub jec t h a d b e c o m e a b u r n i n g ques t ion in 
t he munic ipa l i t i es , so tha t h e t h o u g h t t he occas ion h a d 
c o m e w h e n discuss ion would be p r o p e r a n d usefu l . T h e 
evils t ha t exis ted in munic ipa l i t i e s were growing with fr ight-
ful rap id i ty f rom t h e un re s t r a ined power c l a imed a n d 
exerc ised by private ind iv idua ls over na tu ra l agents , such a s 
l ands l imi ted in supply , a n d u p o n which the very ex is tence 
of society d e p e n d e d . Year by year t h e increased value was 
a p p r o p r i a t e d by those who were no t factors in t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
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of the wealth, and so rent and rates kept increasing until 
the cost of production was so much enhanced that our 
manufac ture rs had increasing difficulties in meeting com-
petitors in foreign markets, and our working population had 
greater difficulty in finding decent and healthy homes. On 
the south side of Glasgow they lately created a park which 
cost ^ 6 0 , 0 0 0 to the ratepayers, that is to say ^ 2 0 0 0 per 
a n n u m for ever, but no sooner did trees and flowers and 
pure air take the place of unsightly and unheal thy congestion 
than u p went the rents all round the park is . to 2s. 6d. per 
room, and it was calculated that over ^ 3 0 0 0 a year of un-
earned increment was being appropriated by the landlords. 
T h e y wanted to prevent the confiscation to private uses of 
the wealth created by other individuals or by communit ies . 
T h e y held that educated authority was upon their side. It 
had been suggested by the Glasgow Corporat ion, and ap-
proved of by other Scottish municipalities associated in this 
movement , that a rate not exceeding 2s. in the ; £ i should 
be imposed upon all beneficially interested in land and 
shared by them pro rata. 

Several other member s having spoken, 

Reply f o r t h e G o v e r n m e n t . 
Mr. Long said the object of taxation of land values was 

one with which they were very familiar in the House of 
Commons . A commit tee on the question sat in 1892, and 
a Royal Commiss ion had recently reported. H e realised 
the t ruth of the s ta tement that the opinions arrived at by 
the body they represented were not fleeting or passing 
opinions, and that there was a considerable amount of real 
feeling o n the subject in different parts of the country. 
(Hear , hear.) Bailie Ferguson had shown that this was an 
extremely controversial subject, and an extremely difficult 
one. (Hea r , hear.) I n reply to some of Bailie Ferguson's 
arguments , he would only indicate one of the difficulties 
out of many. W h o was going to decide with absolute justice 
to all concerned when the holding up period ought to be 
te rmina ted ? H e had heard no arguments yet in the 
evidence before the Royal Commission or the able speeches 
made in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s which would satisfy him 
that this was a reform which it would be wise or prudent 
for the Government to under take on behalf of the munici-
palities of the country. H e would not be acting honestly 
if he were to hold out any hope that so far as the Govern-
ment was concerned tbey were likely to under take the 
taxation of ground values at any time. But, supposing that 
they regarded with favour the question of the taxation of 
g round values, it was obvious that it could not be dealt with 
by itself. I t was only a branch of a very much larger sub-
ject, namely, the whole quest ion of local taxation. It was 
extremely difficult to arrive at anything like a workable 
conclusion with regard to a problem of this kind. H e had 
never been satisfied that it was a change they ought to 
make, and it was his duty to say frankly on behalf of the 
Government that they could not regard that as a reform for 
which they could make themselves responsible. 

T h e deputa t ion expressed their thanks to Mr. Long for 
his s ta tement .—Glasgow Herald, 5/2/04. 

LIVERPOOL TOWN COUNCIL. 
T h e a d j o u r n e d meet ing of the Liverpool City Counci l 

was held yesterday, the Lord Mayor presiding. 
T h e following is the a m e n d m e n t to the proceedings of 

the F i n a n c e Commit tee , which was moved at the last meet-
ing of t he Counci l by Mr. H a r m o o d Banner, seconded by 
Mr. S. Jude , and which was now further deba ted : — " T h a t 
in the opinion of this Counci l it is desirable that amend-
ments should be effected in the law governing the assess-
ment of property to t he local rates, by requiring (1) that 
land and the buildings s tanding thereon should be separately 
isse-se 1 ; \2) iai .1 ii snould be assessed, whether o u-
pied or n o t ; (3) ttiat in the cases of tenancies created alter 
the passing of the Act, the tenants should be entitled to 

deduc t the rate on the land from the rent payable to the 
l a n d l o r d ; that the Counci l is of opinion that the draf t bill 
embodies the principles above set forth, but that fur ther 
provision should be m a d e for safeguarding existing con-
tracts ; that copies of these resolutions be sent to the 
Pr ime Minister, the Pres ident of the Local Government 
Board, and all the member s of Par l iament for Liverpool." 

Alderman Burgess, resuming the debate, repudia ted in 
the strongest possible manne r the suggestion as to his con-
duct made by Alderman Bowring. Personally, he thought 
the taxation of land values was a quest ion for Par l iament , 
but if it was to be discussed in t he City Council it should 
be discussed thoroughly. 

Mr. M. Taggar t said, " If the bill were carried into law it 
would tax equally all round. I t was not a proposal to 
create a new tax, but to differentiate the present tax so as 
to fall equally upon all. T h e present system of taxation 
was an encouragement to rob the municipality (hear, hear). 
T h e object ion set against taxing unoccupied land might be 
met by the fact that they already taxed property owners who 
paid composi t ion rates whether their houses were occupied 
or not. 

Mr. Rawlinson had always been taught to look with sus-
picion upon anything emanat ing f rom a Radical source (laugh-
ter). But anything that touched their pockets sent politics to 
the wind (laughter.) If a man was a landowner he was going 
to oppose the taxation of land va lues ; if he was not he was 
going to fight for it ( laughter). Twenty-five years ago land 
in Garston worth ^ , 2 5 , 0 0 0 was now worth ,£100 ,000 , its 
increment having been due not to t he efforts of the owner, 
but to railway development . Yet he paid in proport ion 
five t imes the amoun t of rates than the owner of the 
, £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 worth of land. T h e r e was no equity in the 
present system of taxation (hear, hear.) With taxation of 
land values the poor rate of Gars ton could be r educed by 
one-half. Ho ld ing u p land s topped the deve lopment of 
communit ies . 

Mr. Hen ry Jones remarked that the increase of local 
taxation was sufficient reason for asking Parl iament to inter-
fere even in the face of existing contracts. 

Dr. Commins said that in this discussion both parties and 
principles had gone to the winds. H e failed to see a single 
a rgument in favour of the taxation of land values. If they 
taxed capital were they going to tax a shipowner on his 
, £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 worth of shipping, or a merchant on the value of 
property which passed through his hands (hear, hear) ? 
T h e tapping of a new source of revenue meant the tapping 
of the support of the widow and orphan who were largely 
dependen t on small houses (hear, hear.) H e wished them 
joy of this tapping, but he did not think they would ever 
get it. 

Alderman Bowring de fended the a m e n d m e n t on the 
ground that persons who benefi ted by public expendi ture 
should bear a fair share of the incidence of that expendi ture . 

Alderman W a t t s — T h a t is very one-sided ; it only touches 
t he hem of the garment . 

Alderman Bowring a d d e d that all our colonies, as well as 
the Un i t ed States, taxed land values, and a change of 
Government in this coun t iy might make a big difference 
here (hear, hear, and laughter .) 

Mr. Chaloner Dowdall suppor ted Mr. H a r m o o d Banner ' s 
a m e n d m e n t because it would open u p a very legitimate 
source of revenue for t he municipality, a n d would assist the 
operat ions of t he Hous ing Commit tee . 

Mr. W. W. Ruthe r fo rd said there were a large number of 
grave object ions to all taxes (laughter, and hear, hear.) If 
a landlord allowed his properly to lie fallow, or deteriorate, 
he paid less rates, or escaped taxation* altogether. T h a t 
was certainly unjust . T h e basis of all taxation should be 
" value received." Why should, then , the site value escape 
taxation ? T h e bill would not create a new tax, but would come 
as a relief to the taxpayer by bringing in a class who were 
getting all the benefit a n d contr ibut ing nothing. H e should 
have liked to have seen some of t he municipal bu rdens put 
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u p o n t h e g round l and lo rd (hear, hear . ) T h e bill d id not 
however, provide for tha t , bu t it would come (hear , hear.) 

Mr. M ' N e i g h t h a d hea rd noth ing new in t he a rguments 
put forward, a n d if he chose he could answer t hem (laughter , 
and " W h y don ' t y o u ? " ) If a bui lder h a d to pay rates on 
land before he created houses on it h e would be careful 
not to purchase until he was perfect ly certain of tenants . 
H e would not bui ld in ant ic ipat ion of t he supply. T h a t 
would mean that t he deve lopment of land would be 
checked . 

Sir Char les Pe t r ie said the cons idera t ion of taxing land 
values had been going on since t he t ime of Q u e e n El izabeth, 
yet every Royal Commiss ion tha t had sat u p o n it had been 
dissolved. N o Gove rnmen t would pass such a revolutionary 
bill as t h e one before t h e m . 

Mr. W. Ou l ton admi t t ed tha t the part icular class of 
thought favouring the taxation of l and values originated 
with the Liberal Party, and the Conservat ives who were 
now suppor t ing the idea did so to go " one be t te r , " because 
they thought it would lead to poli t ical success. 

T h e Counci l then divided the a m e n d m e n t being carr ied 
by 51 to 30. T h e voting was— 

F o r . — A l d e r m e n B iwring, Brownbil l , Paull , Purcell , 
Salvidge, jun. , and Wi l l i ams ; Counci l lors Armour , Bath-
gate, Byrne, Crosfield, Dowdal l , D u n c a n , B. W. Ellis, 
Gilbert , Har fo rd , J app , H . Jones , J . H . Jones, Joseph, 
Kearney , J . A. Kelly, T . Kelly, King, Lea, M'Guffie , 
Meade-King , Miles, Morr is , Morr ison, Mui rhead , Musprat t , 
O 'Shea , Parry, Pat terson, H . R . R a t h b o n e , Rawlinson, 
Rayner , Rober t s , Roby , R u d d i n , W. W. Ruthe r fo rd , M.P . , 
Shaw, S tephenson, S toddar t , Sturla, Taggar t , Ut ley, Ut t ing, 
J . W. Walker,. Whi tney , a n d Wise—51 . 

Aga ins t .—Alde rmen Ball, Bart let t , Burgess, Commins , 
Cookson , Giles, Grindlay, Lawrence , Maxwell, jun. , Men-
love, Sir Char les Petr ie , Roberts , Stol terfoht , T u r n e r , 
Walker , Watts, and W i l l i n k ; Counci l lors Alsop, Chevalier, 
Cohen , Colton, Fa rmer , Hughes , H u n t e r , R Kelly 
M'Ne igh t , Oul ton , Phillips, Smith-Brodr ick, and T u r n e r — 
3 0 . — L i v t r p o o l Daily Post, 11 /2 /04 . 

ACCRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL. 
AT Accr ington T o w n Counci l meet ing yesterday, Alderman 
Rawson m o v e d — 

" T h a t this Counci l approves of the principle of the 
taxation of land values for local purposes as being 
just and equi table ." 

H e said tha t seven or eight Lancashi re Counci ls had 
passed resolutions similar to this, including Burnley and 
Blackburn . 

T h e ques t ion was not should values be taxed, but why 
they h a d been exempt f rom taxat ion so long. As to the 
subject " bristling with difficulties," tha t was no reason why-
noth ing at all should be done . Was it not a fact that far 
too long preferential t r ea tment had been ex tended to the 
landowning fraterni ty ? Were they to submit to these 
inequali t ies for all t ime ? T h e answer of the municipali t ies 
of Eng land , Wales, a n d Scot land to tha t ques t ion was unani-
mously a n d de te rmined ly no. 

SOME LOCAL EXAMPLES. 

S o m e years ago Steiner 's estate was offered for £ 3 0 , 0 0 0 to 
a gen t l eman who was at that t ime a m e m b e r of the Corpora-
tion. N o purchase was effected. I t was assumed that that 
was the value of the estate to the owners. Seventeen years 
ago the house on Steiner 's estate was pulled down, and only 
a ki tchen garden was left. T h e r e was no beneficial occupa-
tion, a n d the whole a m o u n t paid in rates was £ 1 5 a year. 
T h e r e was a valuable site at the corner of Peel Street 
unoccup ied for a long time. Former ly there was a house 
and garden on it, a n d it brought in £ 2 6 a year, but for 
some time, having no beneficial occupat ion , it had not 
b rough t anything at all to the rates. At first t he price was 
£ 5 5 0 0 , and then it was raised to £ 6 0 0 0 , with the result 
hat t h e land was unoccup ied , and was not bringing in any-

thing to the rates. Ou t of the same land the Corpora t ion 
wanted to m a k e a footpath . 

F o r t h a t p u r p o s e t h e C o r p o r a t i o n p a i d t o r 208 
s q u a r e y a r d s £ 3 12s. 6d. p e r y a r d — £ 7 5 0 . 

If land values were taxed the effect would be that instead 
of the landowners holding land a n d refusing offers, and 
being dictators in regard to industries, etc., they would want 
the land to b e occupied, and there would be an earnest 
desire that businesses should be establ ished a n d houses 
built upon the land, and the ratable value increased. Certa in 
land in Whalley R o a d would have been occupied if the 
landowner h a d l istened to a reasonable proposal, but he 
refused. Unoccup i ed l and should always be ra ted at the 
value assessed by its owner. T h e r e was slum property 
bringing in very little to t he rates, a n d yet the sites were 
valuable for improvements . If land values were taxed they 
would have buildings erected which would con t r ibu te to the 
rates. H e did not ask them to discuss the pat t iculars of 
the bill for the taxation of land values, bu t to affirm the 
great principle, and br ing the Accr ington Corpora t ion into 
line with t he 200 other bodies who h a d expressed their 
opinions on the quest ion. 

Dr. Nuttal l , in seconding the mot ion, po in ' ed out the 
great injust ice of the present system, stating tha t t he value 
of certain land in Burnley R o a d had increased thirty-three 
fold, and yet t he owner was not paying any rates. I t was a 
burning shame that they had not hold of these l and values. 
When the British people realised the gross injust ice of the 
present system they would not tolerate it. T h e y wished to 
impose a tax of about 2s. in t he p o u n d upon the money 
tha t other people had earned, and that the landowners 
simply put out their h a n d s to take. 

Mr. W. Lup ton said the taxation of land values as pro-
posed had some things to r e c o m m e n d it to their considera-
tion, a n d a very good case had been m a d e ou t for an inquiry 
into the mat ter . H e would vote for the motion. 

Mr. Slinger said he was not in favour of the mot ion . H e 
did not th ink the Counci l had any business to r e c o m m e n d 
a thing of tha t descript ion to the Imper ia l Par l iament . H e 
was not opposed to t h e principle, bu t it was not an oppor-
tune t ime for the Counci l to consider the ques t ion . 

Mr. J a m e s Whit taker , in suppor t ing the mot ion, said the 
h n d in Burnley Road tha t had been referred to had increased 
in value 3000 to 4000 per cent , in a few years. 

T h e mot ion was carried, all voting for it with the except ion 
of Counci l lors Dewhurs t and Slinger, who voted against, 
and Council lors Welch a n d Hoyle , who did not hold u p 
their hands .—Accrington Observer and Times, 2 /2/04. 

DUNDEE TOWN COUNCIL. 
At a meet ing held 4 /2 /04 it was resolved to adop t the 

r ecommenda t ion of the Lord Provost ' s C o m m i t t e e — " T o 
circulate copies of t he report of the Confe rence of Repre -
sentatives of the Rat ing Authori t ies which were held in 
L o n d o n in October , 1902, and December , 1903, and to 
cont inue to co-operate in support ing the movemen t . " 

A D u n d e e correspondent (Bailie Mathers) w r i t e s : — W e 
have not had a big deba te in the Counci l over this quest ion 
for some years, and it is evident that the major i ty—in fact, 
almost the whole of the member s—are in favour of a measure 
deal ing with land value taxation. I trust the movemen t 
will cont inue to grow in favour amongst public bodies, a n d 
that the t ime is near when practical legislation will put an 
end to present anomalies in our h o m e fiscal system. 

DENNY TOWN COUNCIL. 
At the monthly meeting, held 9 /2/04, Provost H u n t e r 

presiding, t he apology for absence from Bailie Loney con-
tained the following sentences :—" Le t m e say I would like 
to have been present to have taken part in a mat te r that is 
to c o m e before the Counci l . T h i s is the taxat ion of land 
values, bu t I believe the good, sound c o m m o n s e n s e of the 
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2 ™ ' m 1 1 P r e v a i 1 ' a n d t h a t t h i * great question will be 
raised above party or political strife, and be viewed from a 
municipal s t a n d p o i n t ; and that the burgh of Denny and 
D u n . p a c e Town Council will be found on the side of equ.ty 
and justice, a n d in support of the Glasgow Corporat ion and 
the o the r ruling authorit ies throughout the country in their 
endeavour to p romote a bill for the purpose of allocating 
their proport ionate share of taxation to those landed pro 
prietors whose incomes have been enhanced, through no 
effort of their own, but solely by the improvements effected 
by local authori t ies generally." 

T h e Provost said, while there was a considerable differ-
ence of opinion with regard to the taxation of land values, 
he believed he was not out of place in moving a resolution 
to the effect that the 

" T o w n Council approves of the principle of taxation of 
land values for local purposes, as being just and equitable, 
and resolves to ask the member of Parl iament for the county 
of Stirling to support any just and equitable measure which 
may be introduced to the H o u s e of C o m m o n s for the pur-
pose of giving effect thereto." 

T h e r e had been considerable discussion, he cont inued, 
with regard to this rather thorny subject, and the report of 
the conferences held, which had been circulated among the 
members , indicated that a very great number of municipal 
authori t ies were agreed that the t ime had come when some-
thing should be done. 

Mr. Dunn seconded. 
Mr. Lea rmonth moved the previous quest ion, to which 

there was no seconde r .—Falk i rk Herald, 13/2/04. 

HAMILTON TOWN COUNCIL. 
In response to a communica t ion from the Town Clerk of 

Glasgow, it was agreed to state that the Counci l approved 
generally of the principles embodied in the English Bill for 
t he taxation of land va lues .—Hami l ton Herald, 22/1/04. 
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LARGS T O W N COUNCIL. 
At the monthly meet ing of the Council held 8/2/04, Mr. 

T h o m a s Clark moved " T h a t this Counci l approve of the 
pr inciple of the taxation of land values for local purposes as 
being just and equi table . ' If carried, he said, the motion 
could be sent to Glasgow as t he Council 's answer to the 
communica t ions on the subject . As to the working of the 
principle he would give a simple i l lus t ra t ion :— 

T w o plots of land, an acre in extent, belonged to two 
different proprietors. T h e agricultural rent would not 
be more than £ 3 each, and on the present basis of 
assessment each acre would be so reduced as to be 
only charged on £ 1 . For this paltry assessment the 
lands had all the benefits of the improvements on the 
burgh—light ing, draining, and making the place attrac-
tive, and the more attractive it was m a d e it added more 
to the price of these plots as site values. T h e owners 
did not pay their proper share of the rates of the burgh. 
T h e momen t the owners fued their lands they escaped 
every fraction of taxation for local rates. O n e might 
feu his plot of g round for , £ 2 0 , and the feuar when he 
got possession might build a property worth , £ 2 0 0 
rental , including his £ 2 0 of feu-duty. T h i s has all to 
be paid by the tenant , who had also all the rates on tha t 
rental to pay. If the original proprietor of the land 
was charged rates o n the £ 2 0 feu-duty he got it would 
he lp to relieve the general ratepayer. T h e proprietor 
of t he other piece might let his lie till the value of it 
had risen to £ 3 0 , and then the same thing happened. 
H e thought this a wrong system altogether. T h e land 
un fued upon throughout the burgh should have to pay 
its fair share of taxation, which would be doing an in-
just ice to no one, a n d would be a substant ia l relief to 
t he ratepayers. 

Af ter some cons iderable discussion for and against the 
mot ion was carried, no a m e n d m e n t being proposed. 

Counci l lor J . C. Whiteley addressed the 
Sheffield, members of the Sharon Liberal Association 

28/1/04 on the taxation of land values. T h e 
Sheffield Independent reports that :— 

" Mr. Whiteley dealt lucidly with his subject, tracing the 
varied phases of the land quest ion, f rom both the owner's 
and occupier 's position, from feudal t imes to the present 
day. By the gradual self-assertion of the landlord element 
in Parl iament , the obligations a n d dut ies of the owners of 
the soil had been transferred to the people unt i l at the 
present t ime only a one hund red a n d forty-seventh part of 
the taxation of this country was derived f rom the land. 
This was a distinct injustice, especially when it was remem-
bered that, by the law of the nat ion, land was only held in 
fee simple from the Crown, and had originally been granted 
in considerat ion of the payment of all taxation for its valued 
possession. T h e r e was, however, said Mr. Whiteley, every 
sign of a strong opinion amongst the people that the present 
injustice should soon be swept away, municipal authori t ies 
having jo ined hands with the land reformers to carry the 
agitation through and place the whole quest ion within the 
bounds of practical politics." 

A hearty vote of thanks to the lecturer conc luded the 
meeting. 

Mr. Edwin Adam, Edinburgh , addressed the 
Bradford, members of the Liberal Club , 13/2/04, on 

the subject of C o b d e n and Land Law Reform 
—Mr . Fred. Wood presiding. In the course of his address 
Mr. Adam s a i d : — " It was not merely the Corn Laws 
against which the Free Trade r s fought. F ree T r a d e was 
actually set forth by the party of men who met in 
an upper chamber at Manches te r in 1838, and who, in 
a petition to Par l iament , advoca ted ' the removal of all 
existing obstacles to the unrestr icted employment of industry 
and capital. ' Mr. C o b d e n never thought that the repeal of 
the Corn Laws finished the Free Trade r ' s work. ' You who 
shall l iberate the land, ' said he, ' shall do more for your 
country than we have done in the liberation of its t r a d e . ' " 

New South T h e fiKhtinS pla t form of the Australian 
Wales Labour Party, as proposed at a meet ing held 

26 th January , represent ing the Labour 
Leagues and various o ther similar organisat ions th roughout 
the State, conta ined the fo l lowing:— 

" A progressive land value tax to occupy the pre-eminent 
position as a fighting plank in the party's pla t form, the 
Par l iamentary Labour Party to use its u tmost endeavours to 
place it upon the S ta tu te Book as soon as poss ib le ; the 
State Land Value Tax to be increased to 2d. per jQ without 
exemption, abolition of the ^ 2 4 0 exemption." 

A Sydney cor respondent writes :— 
" Th i s will be of interest to you as showing how land 

value taxation is being taken up by the Labour Par ty here 
after a quiet t ime on the subject for the past few years. 
Whe the r they are in earnest is ano ther question, but 
certainly they mean to go to t he polls on that and other 
quest ions indicated, as they know it is only on a s trong pro-
gressive t icket they have any hope in the coming state 
election in about three mon ths from now—Carru thers , oppo-
sition leader, has declared himself ready, if re turned, to 
bring in a local government bill giving power to munici-
palities to tax land values. T h e L a b o u r Party apparent ly 
think they will take t he wind out of his sails and go one 
better. T h e free t rade issue is out of State politics, it has 
been t ransferred to the Federal Par l iament , and now local 
government a n d municipal land value taxation are the only 
two live issues for ei ther of t he part ies—opposi t ion or 
l abour—to take up. In the recent Federal Elect ions, as 
probably you are aware, land value taxation never entered. 
I n New South Wales the issue was Free T r a d e versus Protec-
tion, and New South Wales was practically solid for F ree 
Trade , but Protect ionist Victoria and Protectionist Labour in 

(Continued on page 158.) 
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« O U R P O L I C Y . " 

" We would simply take for the community what belongs 
to the community—the value tha t attaches to land by the 
growth of the community ; leave sacred to the individual 
all tha t belongs to the individual."—Henry George. 

T H E N E W I M P E R I A L I S M . 

Monopoly , P r o t e c t i o n , a n d C o n s c r i p t i o n a t Home . 

Monopo ly a n d S l a v e r y in o u r F o r e i g n 
Pos se s s ions . 

" W E a r e a l l S o c i a l i s t s n o w ! " w a s t h e c l a p - t r a p c r y o f 

p r a c t i c a l p o l i t i c i a n s b u t a f e w y e a r s a g o . " W e a r e 

a l l I m p e r i a l i s t s n o w ! " t h e y m i g h t w i t h m u c h m o r e 

t r u t h p r o c l a i m t o - d a y , t h o u g h m a n y o f t h e m m a y s t i l l 

find i t a d v i s a b l e t o c o v e r t h e i r i m p e r i a l i s t i c t e n d e n c i e s 

u n d e r t h e c l o a k o f a p s e u d o L i b e r a l i s m . T h e t i m e , 

h o w e v e r , i s f a s t a p p r o a c h i n g w h e n s u b t e r f u g e s w i l l n o 

l o n g e r s e r v e t h e m , a n d m e n d e s i r o u s o f p l a y i n g a p a r t 

i n t h e p o l i t i c a l a r e n a w i l l h a v e d e f i n i t e l y t o c h o o s e 

t h e i r s i d e s . I m p e r i a l i s m o r D e m o c r a c y , S l a v e r y o r 

L i b e r t y , M o n o p o l y o r F r e e d o m , P r i v i l e g e o r J u s t i c e , 

A u t o c r a c y o r S e l f G o v e r n m e n t , t h e r e is n o h a l f - w a y 

h o u s e , n o p e r m a n e n t a b i d i n g p l a c e , b e t w e e n t h e s e t w o 

p r i n c i p l e s . L e t u s t h e n d i v e s t o u r s e l v e s , a n d f o r c e 

o t h e r s t o d i v e s t t h e m s e l v e s , o f a l l h y p o c r i s y a n d c a n t , 

a n d c h o o s e w h i c h w e w i l l s e r v e . 

O f l a t e y e a r s e v e n t s h a v e m a r c h e d s o m e w h a t 

q u i c k l y , a n d t h e i n n e r p o l i c y , t h e t r u e i n w a r d n e s s , of 

t h e N e w I m p e r i a l i s m s t a n d s n o w r e v e a l e d t o t h e 

m e a n e s t u n d e r s t a n d i n g . M o n o p o l y a n d P r i v i l e g e , 

P r o t e c t i o n a n d C o n s c r i p t i o n , a t h o m e ; M o n o p o l y a n d 

S l a v e r y , t h e i m p o v e r i s h m e n t , e n s l a v e m e n t , a n d e x -

p l o i t a t i o n o f w e a k e r p e o p l e in o u r f o r e i g n p o s s e s s i o n s 

a b r o a d ; s u c h i s t h e p o l i c y o f t h e N e w I m p e r i a l i s m , 

a s o f t h e o l d D e s p o t i s m . F r e e d o m , J u s t i c e , a n d 

L i b e r t y , e q u a l i t y o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o a l l t o p r o d u c e 

w e a l t h a n d t o e x c h a n g e w h a t t h e y h a v e p r o d u c e d , t o 

l i v e , t o l a b o u r , a n d t o e n j o y : s u c h i s t h e e t e r n a l a n d 

i m m u t a b l e p o l i c y o f D e m o c r a c y . S o m e fifty o r s i x t y 

y e a r s a g o , i t a l m o s t s e e m e d a s if t h e c u r r e n t o f p o l i t i c a l 

t h o u g h t t h r o u g h o u t E u r o p e , m o r e e s p e c i a l l y , p e r h a p s , 

i n G r e a t B r i t a i n , a n d c e r t a i n l y in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

w a s d e f i n i t e l y s e t t i n g i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f D e m o c r a c y . 

R e f o r m w a s i n t h e a i r ; t h e m o r e s a n g u i n e s e e m 

b l i n d l y t o h a v e b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e r i g h t s o f t h e m a n y 

c o u l d b y s o m e m e a n s b e s e c u r e d w i t h o u t i n t e r f e r i n g 

w i t h t h e p r i v i l e g e s o f t h e f e w . L a b o u r w a s e v e r y -

w h e r e b e i n g e m a n c i p a t e d f r o m i t s m o s t g a l l i n g c h a i n s 

a n d m o s t o p p r e s s i v e r e s t r i c t i o n s ; a n d t h e e m a n c i p a -

t i o n of l a b o u r w a s g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i s e d b y t h e 

t h o u g h t f u l a s t h e first n e c e s s a r y s t e p t o w a r d s r e s t o r i n g 

t h e d i g n i t y of l a b o u r , t o w a r d s t h e r e a l i s a t i o n o f t h e 

i d e a l s c f t h e B r o t h e r h o o d o f M a n , t o w a r d s t h e e l e v a -

t i o n o f o u r r a c e t o a h i g h e r p l a n e of b o t h i n d i v i d u a l 

a n d s o c i a l l i f e . T h e f o r c e s of r e a c t i o n , o f t i m e -

h o n o u r e d p r i v i l e g e , s e e m e d p a r a l y s e d , i n c a p a b l e o f 

o f f e r i n g f u r t h e r r e s i s t a n c e , a n d s e e r s p r o p h e s i e d a n d 

p o e t s d r e a m e d d r e a m s o f t h e n e a r a p p r o a c h o f t h e 

G o l d e n A g e . 

M u c h h a s c h a n g e d s i n c e t h e n . I t w a s s o o n r e a l i s e d 

t h a t t o m a i n t a i n t h e p r i v i l e g e s o f t h e f e w t h e t i d e o f 

D e m o c r a c y h a d t o b e s t e m m e d ; a n d i t h a s b e e n 

s t e m m e d . T o - d a y t h e c u r r e n t o f p o l i t i c a l t h o u g h t 

t h r o u g h o u t E u r o p e , a n d e v e n in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

s e e m s s t e a d i l y s e t i n t h e o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n . T h e 

p o w e r a n d p r i v i l e g e s o f t h e f e w h a v e b e e n s t e a d i l y 

a n d s t e a l t h i l y s t r e n g t h e n e d a n d e x t e n d e d . T h e s e n s e 

o f m o r a l i t y , t h e b a s i s - o f D e m o c r a c y , o f s o c i a l a n d 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l j u s t i c e , o n c e s o v i v i d a n d m a n i f e s t , a n d 

o f s u c h f a i r p r o m i s e , h a s b e e n d e a d e n e d ; t h e l o v e of 

f r e e d o m f o r a l l , t h e d e s i r e f o r l i b e r t y a n d f o r j u s t i c e 

f o r a l l , s e e m s t o h a v e v a n i s h e d , o r a t b e s t l e f t b u r n i n g 

o n l y in t h e b r e a s t s o f a n i n s i g n i f i c a n t m i n o r i t y ; a n d 

M a t e r i a l i s m , w h i c h a p p e a l s o n l y t o t h e p r e d a t o r y 

i n s t i n c t s o f o u r r a c e , s e e m s t o h a v e s t i f l e d t h e p u b l i c 

c o n s c i e n c e a n d t o h a v e r e g a i n e d p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e 

p u b l i c m i n d , o r a t l e a s t o f t h e m i n d s o f t h o s e w h o 

s t i l l f o r m t h e r u l i n g a n d g o v e r n i n g c l a s s e s . H e n c e i t 

i s t h a t t h e s p i r i t , a m b i t i o n s , a i m s , a n d p o l i c i e s o f t h e 

o l d d e s p o t i s m s a r e t o - d a y b e i n g r e v i v e d u n d e r t h e 

g a r b o f t h e N e w I m p e r i a l i s m ; t h a t t h e b e n i g n s p i r i t 

o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , b a s e d o n c o m m o n n e e d s a n d 

c o m m o n i n t e r e s t s , w h i c h a t o n e t i m e p r o m i s e d t o 

m o u l d t h e d e s t i n i e s o f W e s t e r n E u r o p e , a n d t h r o u g h 

E u r o p e o f t h e w o r l d , h a s b e e n s t i f l e d ; t h a t t o - d a y , a s 

o f o l d , t h e p u r s e a n d b l o o d o f t h e n a t i o n a r e b e i n g 

u t i l i s e d t o p r o m o t e , n o t t h e n a t i o n a l w e l f a r e , b u t t h e 

s e c t i o n a l o r c l a s s i n t e r e s t s o f t h e p o w e r i u l p r i v i l e g e d 

f e w ; a n d t h a t t h e m a s s e s a r e c r a f t i l y b e i n g l e d t o 

b e l i e v e t h a t " t h e f o r e i g n e r " i s n e c e s s a r i l y t h e i r e n e m y 
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a n d t h a t t h e i r i n t e r e s t s are n a t u r a l l y a n d n e c e s s a r i l y 

o p p o s e d t o t h o s e o f t h e i r f e l l o w s l i v i n g a n d w o r k i n g 

in o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . H e n c e it i s t h a t t o - d a y n a t i o n is 

a r r a y e d a g a i n s t n a t i o n , t h a t w a r s a n d r u m o u r s o f w a r s 

fi l l t h e air , t h a t e a c h n a t i o n f e e l s i m p e l l e d t o s u r r o u n d 

i t s e l f w i t h w a l l s o f tar i f fs , f or t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e f e w 

a n d t o t h e i n j u r y o f t h e m a n y , a n d t h a t a n a g g r e s s i v e 

I m p e r i a l i s m t e n d s t o b e c o m e t h e a v o w e d p o l i c y o f all 

t h e c i v i l i s e d n a t i o n s o n t h e f a c e o f t h e e a r t h . 

T h e r e is, h o w e v e r , n o n e e d t o d e s p a i r . T h e t i m e s 
o f r e a c t i o n are p a s s i n g a w a y , a n d t h e n e x t s w i n g o f 
t h e p e n d u l u m wi l l t a k e u s far in t h e o t h e r d i r e c t i o n -
F o r b e t t e r or for w o r s e , t h e p o l i t i c a l p o w e r in c o n -
s t i t u t i o n a l l y g o v e r n e d c o u n t r i e s h a s p a s s e d f r o m t h e 
f e w t o t h e m a n y , f r o m t h e c l a s s e s t o t h e m a s s e s ; a n d 
it i s t o t h e m a n y , t o t h e m a s s e s , t h a t p r a c t i c a l 
p o l i t i c i a n s , r e a c t i o n a r y a n d d e m o c r a t i c , h a v e u l t i m a t e l y 
t o a p p e a l . T h e p r o m i s e o f t h e N e w I m p e r i a l i s m w a s 
fa ir a n d a l l u r i n g , b u t i t s f ru i t s are b i t t e r t o t h e t a s t e ; 
a n d it i s b y i t s f r u i t s t h a t it i s b e i n g j u d g e d . T h e 
c l a s s e s w h o for c e n t u r i e s h a v e e n s l a v e d a n d i m -
p o v e r i s h e d o u r o w n p e o p l e , a n d w h o w o u l d n o w f a i n 
u s e t h e b l o o d a n d t r e a s u r e o f t h e n a t i o n t o e n a b l e 
t h e m t o e n s l a v e a n d e x p l o i t o t h e r a n d w e a k e r p e o p l e , 
m a y r a l l y t o i t s s u p p o r t , s o m a y t h e financial k i n g s o f 
t h e S t c c k E x c h a n g e a n d t h e i r p a r a s i t e s . B u t t h e 
p e o p l e , t h o s e o n w h o s e l a b o u r s o u r n a t i o n a l e x i s t e n c e 
d e p e n d s , are w e i g h i n g it in t h e b a l a n c e a n d finding it 
w a n t i n g in e v e r y t h i n g t h a t c a n p r o m o t e t h e n a t i o n a l 
h o n o u r a n d t h e n a t i o n a l w e l l b e i n g . R e c e n t e v e n t s 
h a v e s e r v e d t o c o n v i n c e t h e m t h a t t h e N e w I m -
p e r i a l i s m m e a n s , n o t o n l y m o n o p o l y a n d s l a v e r y 
a b r o a d , b u t m o n o p o l y , r e s t r i c t e d t r a d e , c o n s c r i p t i o n , 
a n d p o v e r t y a t h o m e . H e n c e t h e i d e a l s a n d a s p i r a -
t i o n s t h a t i n s p i r e d t h e p a s t v i c t o r i e s o f D e m o c r a c y 
are a g a i n m a k i n g t h e m s e l v e s fe l t in t h e c o u n c i l s o f 
t h e n a t i o n , i d e a l s a n d a s p i r a t i o n s v i v i f i e d a n d 
s t r e n g t h e n e d b y r e c e n t p r o g r e s s in e c o n o m i c a n d 
s o c i a l t h o u g h t . S o o n e r or l a t e r , t h e r e f o r e , t h e N e w 
D e m o c r a c y wi l l s w e e p a w a y t h e N e w I m p e r i a l i s m . 
A n d t h e N e w D e m o c r a c y e v e r y w h e r e , in R u s s i a a s in 
A u s t r a l i a , in G r e a t B r i t a i n a s in S o u t h A f r i c a , w i l l b e 
b a s e d o n al l t h a t i s i m p l i e d in t h e c r y — T h e l a n d for 
t h e p e o p l e 1 _ _ _ _ _ _ L ' H ' B " 

ENGLISH NEWS AND NOTES. 
1 

[All communications respecting this column should be sent to the 
General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C.] 

A m e m b e r of t h e L e a g u e recen t ly p l a c e d a t t h e d i sposa l 
of t h e E x e c u t i v e an a lmos t c o m p l e t e file of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s 
( N e w Y o r k ) Standard. T h e miss ing n u m b e r s have s ince 
b e e n supp l i ed , a n d t h e whole b o u n d in six v o l u m e s ( J a n . 8, 
1 8 8 7 — D e c . 31 , 1890) . T h e s e vo lumes , c o n t a i n i n g all t h e 
i ssues wh ich a p p e a r e d u n d e r t h e e d i t o r s h i p of H e n r y 
G e o r g e , a r e n o w ava i l ab le for r e f e r e n c e at t h e L e a g u e 

The Independent Review r ecen t ly c o n t a i n e d a n ar t ic le b y 
M r . C h a r l e s T r e v e l y a n , M . P . , on " L a n d R e f o r m versus 
P r o t e c t i o n . " T h i s ha s n o w b e e n r e p r i n t e d as a p e n n y 
p a m p h l e t (5s. p e r 100) , a n d is o n sale a t t h e L e a g u e Off ice . 
I t will b e f o u n d a m o s t use fu l a d d i t i o n to t h e p r o p a g a n d i s t 
l i t e r a t u r e o n t h e F i sca l Q u e s t i o n . 

T h e fol lowing m e e t i n g s have b e e n a d d r e s s e d s i n c e t h e 
C h r i s t m a s a n d N e w Y e a r ho l idays 

[an. 19.—Clayton Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 
20.—Browning Settlement, Walworth. A. Davies. 
22.—Walthams'ow Lighthouse Literary and Debating Society. 

F . Verinder. 
22.—Eccleshill Liberal Club. F. Skirrow and T. 1!. Lund. 
24.—New Southgote Men's Meeting. F. Verinder. 
24.—North Ward Labour Club. T. H. Lund and F. Skirrow. 
25. —Hertford Town Hall. F. Verinder. 
29.—New Liberal Club, East Bowling. Bradford. F. Skirrow. 
31.—Ilalcham Liberal Club. L H. Berens. 

Feb. 2.—Oakenshaw Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 
3.—Bolton Wood Liberal Club. F. Skirrow (Councillor H. 

B. Priestman in chair). 
3. —Liberal Club, Cottinglay. Wm. Thomson. 
4.—Saltaire. F. Skirrow (James Firth in chair). 
5.—Manningliam. F. Skirrow. 
7.—Halifax, Working Men's Club. C. II. Smitlison. 
8. Lightcliffe Liberal Club. C. II . Smithson. 
9.—Luddenden Foot. C. H. Smilhson. 

10.—Queensbury. F. Skirrow. 
12. —Cambridge Liberal Club. F. Verinder. 
12.—Keighley, Reading Class. G. B. Orr. 
13.—Keighley Master Builders' Association. F. Skirrow. 
13.—Bradford I.il>eral Club. Edwin Adam. 
t6.--Clayton Heights Lilieral Club. F. Skirrow. 
17.—Cleckheaton Liberal Club T. B. Lund and G. B. Orr. 
17.—Bradford Moor Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 
19.- Debating Class, Keighley. T. B. Lund. 
19.—Idle Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 
24.—Cleckheaton Liberal Club. C. H . Smithson, Everett 

Binns, and F. Skirrow. 
25. Chiswick Club. F. Verinder. * • « 

T h e m o s t n o t e w o i t h y f e a t u r e of t h e a b o v e list is t h e 
r e m a r k a b l e act ivi ty wh ich it r evea l s o n t h e par t of o u r f r i e n d s 
in Y o r k s h i r e , w h e r e t h e tac t a n d o r g a n i s i n g abi l i ty of o u r 
Y o r k s h i r e a g e n t a r e p r o d u c i n g exce l l en t resul ts . M r . F . 
Ski r row, S9 Fel l L a n e , K e i g h l e y , will a lways b e g l a d to h e a r 
f r o m f r i e n d s in Y o r k s h i r e w h o a r e will ing t o o r g a n i s e a 
mee t ing , or t o o b t a i n a n o p e n i n g for a l e c t u r e a t any c l u b 
or socie ty . If M r . Sk i r row c a n n o t h imse l f s p e a k o r l ec tu re 
o n a n y g iven d a t e , h e c a n usua l ly a r r a n g e for a c o m p e t e n t 
s p e a k e r t o a d d r e s s s u c h a m e e t i n g . 

* * » 

" O n t h e 28th J a n u a r y , " a c o r r e s p o n d e n t wri tes , " t h e 
l e c t u r e o n L a n d V a l u e s , with l a n t e r n s l ides , e n t i t l e d ' T h e 
Ca t , ' was g iven by a l ady m e m b e r of t h e L e a g u e in t h e 
s c h o o l r o o m of t h e F r e e C h u r c h , Q u e e n ' s R o a d , Bayswate r . 
T h e l e c t u r e a s usua l was as g o o d as t h e w e a t h e r was b a d ; 
a p p a r e n t l y w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s h a v e n o t t h e s l ightes t d a m p -
ing effect o n th i s pa r t i cu l a r ' ca t . ' A f t e r t h e l e c t u r e a g o o d 
sale of l i t e ra tu re t o o k p l ace , a n d t h e a u d i e n c e d i s p e r s e d t o 
t h e t u n e o f ' G o d save o u r na t ive l a n d . ' " 

* * * 

I n St . P e t e r ' s S c h o o l r o o m , G r e e n S t ree t , S u n d e r l a n d , o n 
8 / 2 / 0 4 , M r . G . O . W i g h t , J . P . , ve ry effect ively r ep l i ed t o 
M r . S a m u e l S torey ' s r e c e n t s p e e c h e s in f avour of P r o t e c t i o n . 
Mr . W i g h t p o i n t e d o u t t h a t in 1885-86 a C o m m i s s i o n was 
a p p o i n t e d t o e n q u i r e i n t o b a d t r a d e , a n d a l a rge m a j o r i t y 
of t ha t C o m m i s s i o n , whi le m a k i n g sugges t i ons , m a d e n o 
sugges t ions in f a v o u r of p r o t e c t i v e tariffs, b u t t h e r e was a 
very sugges t ive a d d e n d u m b y M r . S to rey , w h o was a m e m b e r 
of t h a t C o m m i s s i o n . T h e y h e l d tha t t h e s y s t e m u n d e r 
w h i c h l a n d l o r d s h a d b e e n p e r m i t t e d t o asser t so le in te res t 
in t h e m i n e r a l s u n d e r t h e soil w a s inde fens ib l e , c o n d e m n e d 
t h e sys t em of royal t ies a s h a n d i c a p p i n g Bri t ish m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
m o s t ser ious ly , a n d b e i n g l ikely t o d o so m o r e as fo re ign 
c o m p e t i t i o n grew k e e n e r . I t was, c o n t i n u e d M r . W i g h t , 
t h e M r . S to rey of 1 8 8 6 they w a n t e d in 1904. A f t e r o u t l i n i n g 
very c lear ly t h e case for F r e e T r a d e , M r . W i g h t s h o w e d t h a t 
t h e y c o u l d get r id of all t axes o n f o o d by p l ac ing a t ax o n 
l a n d va lues . S u c h a tax was o n t h e S t a t u t e B o o k , b u t it 
s h o u l d b e a p p l i e d o n t h e v a l u a t i o n of t h e l a n d to-day , a n d 
it w o u l d b r i n g in 4 0 mi l l ions , i n s t e a d of t h e u n e a r n e d 
i n c r e m e n t go ing t o t h e p r i v a t e ind iv idua l . T h e la t te r was 
en t i t l ed t o wha t h e e a r n e d , b u t t h e c o m m u n i t y was en t i t l ed 
t o w h a t it c r e a t e d . ( A p p l a u s e . ) 

F R E D . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Secv., E.L.T.L. V, 



Land 
N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T - C o n t i n u e d . 

W . A u s t r a l i a h a v e d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d N e w S o u t h W a l e s o n t h e 
s u b j e c t , a n d t h e r e a p p e a r s l i t t le h o p e of a f r e e t r a d e Aus -
t ra l ia wh i l e p r o t e c t i o n i s t l a b o u r is d o m i n a n t . I t c a n o n l y 
b e t h r o u g h t h e S t a t e P a r l i a m e n t s we c a n l o o k for f u r t h e r 
l a n d v a l u e t a x a t i o n a n d t h e p r o s p e c t so far a s N e w S o u t h 
W a l e s is c o n c e r n e d is g o o d . 

* » * 

W e w e l c o m e with p l e a s u r e a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t , 
Australia, t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n of t h e F e d e r a l S i n g l e T a x 

C o u n c i l of Aus t r a l i a , w i th b r a n c h e s a t A d e -
la ide , M e l b o u r n e , S y d n e y , E c h u c a , Ba l l a ra t , D a r l i n g t o n , 
A l b u r y , P e r t h , K a l g o o r l i e , a n d B r o k e n H i l l . O u r A u s t r a l i a n 
c o - w o r k e r s h a v e a h igh r e p u t a t i o n for e n e r g y a n d e n t h u s i a s m , 
a n d t h e i r r e c e n t p r o c e e d i n g s of fer a d d i t i o n a l t e s t i m o n y t h a t 
th i s is wel l d e s e r v e d . I n a n o t h e r c o l u m n we r e p r i n t t he i r 
D e c l a r a t i o n of P r i n c i p l e s . H e r e we n e e d on ly wish t h e 
n e w F e d e r a t i o n all t h e s u c c e s s it d e s e r v e s . 

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES OF THE FEDRAL 
SINGLE TAX COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA. 

W e h o l d a n d d e c l a r e : — 
1. T h a t all, by v i r t ue of t h e i r exi t e n c e a r e e n d o w e d 

wi th c e r t a i n e q u a l a n d i n a l i e n a b l e r igh ts , a n d t h a t a m o n g 
t h e s e a r e life, l iber ty , p r o p e r t y , a n d t h e p u r s u i t of h a p p i n e s s . 

2. T h a t t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n t o i n d i v i d u a l s of t h e s e n a t u r a l 
r i gh t s is t h e p r o p e r f u n c t i o n of all g o v e r n m e n t s . 

3. T h a t t h e s e n a t u r a l r i gh t s a r e v i o l a t e d w h e n t h e e q u a l 
r igh t s to t h e u s e of t h e f r e e gi f ts of n a t u r e is d e n i e d . 

4. T h a t r igh t s of p r o p e r t y a t t a c h t o t h i n g s p r o d u c e d by 
l a b o u r b u t c a n n o t a t t a c h t o n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s c r e a t e d by 
G o d for l a b o u r . 

5. T h a t n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s for l a b o u r a r e acce s s ib l e t o 
m e n o n l y t h r o u g h t h e u s e of l a n d , h e n c e , t h e r igh t of 
o w n e r s h i p c a n n o t a t t a c h t o l a n d . 

6. T h a t we p r o p o s e l e av ing l a n d in t h e p r iva t e p o s s e s s i o n 
of i n d i v i d u a l s with ful l l i be r ty on the i r p a r t to give, sell, or 
b e q u e a t h t h e i r r igh t s t h e r e i n , s i m p l y levy ing o n it, for 
p u b l i c u s e s on ly , in t h e f o r m of a tax , a m o u n t s e q u a l t o t h e 
a n n u a l v a l u e of t h e l a n d i r r e spec t i ve of t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s in 
o r u p o n it, o r t h e u s e t o w h i c h it is a p p l i e d . 

7. T h a t s i n c e t h i s w o u l d p r o v i d e a m p l y for t h e n e e d o f 
p u b l i c r e v e n u e s , f edera l , s ta te , a n d local , we w o u l d a c c o m -
p a n y th i s g r a d u a l l y i n c r e a s i n g t ax on l a n d va lue s with t h e 
g r a d u a l r epea l of all t axes n o w l e v i e d o n t h e p r o d u c t s a n d 
p roces se s of i n d u s t r y , w h i c h taxes , s i n c e t h e y c o n f i s c a t e t h e 
e a r n i n g s of l a b o u r , we h o l d to b e a n i n f r i n g e m e n t of t h e 
r igh t s of p r o p e r t y . 

8. T h a t t h e t ax o n l a n d va lues , i r r e spec t i ve of i m p r o v e -
m e n t s , c a n n o t in a n y way t a k e f r o m t h e i n d i v i d u a l w h a t 
b e l o n g s t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l , b u t t a k e s t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s 
t o l a n d b y t h e g r o w t h of t h e c o m m u n i t y , a n d w h i c h , there-
fore , b e l o n g s t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

9. T h a t a s ing le tax o n l a n d va lue s w o u l d g ive l a b o u r 
access t o n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s , a n d r e m o v e t h e c a u s e of 
o n e - s i d e d c o m p e t i t i o n , by giving l a b o u r t h e a l t e r n a t i v e of 
e m p l o y i n g i t s e l f ; o p e n u p a v e n u e s t o l a b o u r , a n d t h u s p u t 
a n e n d t o swea t ing , s t r ikes , a n d t h e u n e m p l o y e d diff icul ty , 
abo l i sh i n v o l u n t a r y p o v e r t y , l essen c r i m e , e l e v a t e m o r a l s , 
t a s t e , a n d i n t e l l i g e n c e ; p u r i f y g o v e r n m e n t , a n d ca r ry civilza-
t i on t o ye t n o b l e r he igh t s . 

T H E MOVEMENT I N GERMANY. 

B Y G R A C E I S A B E L C O L B R O N . 

I n G e r m a n y t h e fight g o e s o n br i sk ly a l o n g t h e l ine of 
t h e a s s e s s m e n t of ci ty l o t s a t t h e i r a c t u a l se l l ing va lue . 
T h e law m a k i n g th i s p o s s i b l e was t h e m e r i t of P r u s s i a ' s 
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g r e a t e s t M i n i s t e r of F i n a n c e , J o h a n n v o n M i q u e l , w h o was 
a t h e a r t a g o o d S ing le T a x e r . E i g h t y P r u s s i a n c o m m u n i t i e s , 
l a rge a n d smal l , have a l r e a d y a d o p t e d t h e m e t h o d a n d eve ry 
m o n t h a d d s n e w n a m e s t o t h e list. T h e d i s c u s s i o n p r o a n d 
c o n is a t p r e s e n t go ing o n in t h e two i m p o r t a n t c i t ies of 
H a l l e a n d M a g d e b u r g , a n d t h e m u n i c i p a l g o v e r n m e n t of 
e a c h has s e n t a le t te r of i n q u i r y t o s u c h c i t i e s a s h a v e 
a l r e a d y a d o p t e d th i s t axa t ion . T h e l e a d i n g q u e s t i o n s p u t 
t o t h e c i t ies a r e : — 

1 — W h a t i n c r e a s e in r e v e n u e in t a x a t i o n on l a n d a n d in 
t a x a t i o n o n b u i l d i n g s , h a s b e e n n o t i c e d o v e r t h e las t year ' s 
i n c o m e f r o m t h e f o r m e r m e t h o d ? 

2 — H a s it b e e n f o u n d t h a t t h e n e w m e t h o d o f t a x a t i o n 
b r ings a re la t ive ly h i g h e r a s s e s s m e n t of t h e so-ca l led b e t t e r 
sor t of h o u s e s , a n d a l e s s e n i n g of t h e b u r d e n of t a x a t i o n for 
t h e h o u s e s of c h e a p flats ? 

3 — H a s t h e r e b e e n m u c h t r o u b l e in t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
t h e n e w m e t h o d ; h a v e t h e r e b e e n m a n y r e c l a m a t i o n s a n d 
pro tes t s , pa r t i cu l a r l y a m o n g t he class of l a n d o w n e r s , e tc . ? 

T o t h e s e q u e s t i o n s s e n t o u t by M a g d e b u r g , c i t i e s of t h e 
size a n d i m p o r t a n c e of C o l o g n e , K ie l , C h a r l o t t e n b u r g , 
D u s s e l d o r f , D o r t m u n d M i i n s t e r a n d o t h e r s h a v e s e n t m o s t 
sa t i s fac to ry answers . C h a r l o t t e n b u r g , K ie l , M i i n s t e r , 
D u s s e l d o r f , M i i l h e i m - a m - R h e i n repor t , i n c r e a s e f r o m 3 5 , 0 0 0 
u p to 9 0 , 0 0 0 m a r k s . D o r t m u n d , w h i c h d i d n o t d e s i r e a n 
increase , f o u n d itself in a pos i t ion to n o t a b l y , d e c r e a s e t h e 
t ax r a t e by t u r n i n g in a l a rge su rp lus . 

T o t h e s e c o n d q u e s t i o n all w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n r e t u r n a n 
a f f i rma t ive answer . 

A s for t h e p r o t e s t s in t h e t h i r d q u e s t i o n , t h e c i t ies t a k e 
t h a t m a t t e r very easi ly . S o m e r e p o r t ve ry few p ro t e s t s , 
o the r s , p r o t e s t s f r o m l a n d s p e c u l a t o r s w h i c h t h e y d o n o t 
c o n s i d e r w o r t h y of no t i ce , a n d in n o c a s e s h a v e t h e p ro tes t s , 
o r r e c l a m a t i o n s b e e n of a n a t u r e t o i n d u c e m u n i c i p a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s to d o u b t in a n y way t h e e x c e l l e n c e a n d eff icacy 
of t h e n e w m e t h o d of t a x a t i o n . 

O n e q u e s t i o n in t h e H a l l e E n q u e t e . " W h a t r e c e p t i o n 
was g iven t h e n e w m e t h o d in t h e c i rc les of l a n d o w n e r s ? " 
b r o u g h t s o m e in t e r e s t i ng a n s w e r s w h i c h a r e m o s t i n s t r u c t i v e 
r e a d i n g pa r t i cu la r ly for t h e e n e m i e s of t h e r e f o r m . 

Barmen (a b ig m a n u f a c t u r i n g t o w n ) a n s w e r s " , ' " T h e n e w 
a s s e s s m e n t s a r e r ece ived wi th wi l l ingness . 

Aachen. N o c o m p l a i n t s h a v e b e e n m a d e . 
Breslau. T h e h o u s e of Ci ty R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ( w h o u s u a l l y 

r e p r e s e n t m o n e y e d in t e re s t s ) a c c e p t e d t h e n e w m e t h o d 
u n a n i m o u s l y . 

Charlottenburg ( t he b ig s u b u r b of Ber l in ) . T h e o w n e r s 
of lots bui l t u p o n a r e d e l i g h t e d , a s the i r t ax r a t e is g rea t ly 
l e s s e n e d . 

Cologne. Al l a r e sat isf ied, a s lots b u i l t u p o n h a v e b e e n 
r e d u c e d in t h e i r ra tes , u p t o a r e d u c t i o n of 4 0 p e r c e n t , for 
lo ts b e a r i n g c h e a p houses . 

Dusseldorf. T h e new m e t h o d has b e e n well r e c e i v e d . 
A n o t h e r q u e s t i o n sen t o u t by H a l l e was : — " H a v e t h e 

l a n d o w n e r s m a d e any a t t e m p t to sh i f t th i s tax o n t o t h e 
t e n a n t s ? " W h e n answers a r e g iven t o th i s q u e s t i o n they 
a r e invar iab ly in t h e nega t ive , a s well as t o t h e q u e s t i o n 
w h e t h e r t h e n e w t axa t ion has l ed t o a r e d u c t i o n of t h e 
n u m b e r of g a r d e n s in t h e c i ty . 

T h e p rog re s s of a n y m o v e m e n t in G e r m a n y is a t t e n d e d 
by so m u c h exce l l en t a n d t h o r o u g h s ta t i s t ica l work t h a t it is 
of g rea t a s s i s t a n c e to t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d e l s ewhere . 

D a m a s c h k e ' s first b o o k , " M u n i c i p a l P o l i t i c s , " h a s p a s s e d 
i n t o its f o u r t h e d i t i o n a n d h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d wi th g r e a t 
i n t e re s t by h e a d s of m u n i c i p a l g o v e r n m e n t s e v e r y w h e r e . 
Land Reform, t h e G e r m a n l e a d e r ' s exce l l en t h i s t o r i ca l a n d 
pol i t i c expos i t i on of t h e S ing le T a x , h a s a l r e a d y s e e n its 
s e c o n d e n l a r g e d a n d rev ised ed i t ion , w h i c h is a l so nea r ly 
e x h a u s t e d . T h e G e r m a n L a n d R e f o r m L e a g u e n o w 
n u m b e r s 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s , w h i c h i n c l u d e s all m e m b e r s of 
o rgan i za t i ons t h a t h a v e j o i n e d t h e p a r e n t l e a g u e as c o r p o r a t e 
m e m b e r s . F r o m The Single Tax Review (U.S.A.) 
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Scottish IRotes anfc Mews. 
[Scottish readers of Land Values are invited to send news for this 

column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated.] 

T h e e v e n t of t h e m o n t h , spcc ia l in te res t t o Bri t ish r e a d e r s 
of Land Values:—H. S. Mur ray , Galash ie l s , ha s b e e n 
u n a n i m o u s l y r e c o m m e n d e d by t h e G o v a n ( L a n a r k s h i r e ) 
L i b e r a l C o u n c i l as t h e L ibe ra l c a n d i d a t e for t h e B u r g h at 
t h e nex t g e n e r a l e l ec t ion . M r . M u r r a y has b e e n closely 
i d e n t i f i e d with t h e po l i cy a n d a im of " L a n d V a l u e s " s ince its 
c o m m e n c e m e n t , a n d W e s t of S c o t l a n d Single T a x e r s a n d 
l a n d r e f o r m e r s a r e a l r eady l ook ing fo rward with k e e n 
in t e re s t a n d e n t h u s i a s m to t h e p r o s p e c t of t h e R a d i c a l 
a l t e r n a t i v e t o p r o t e c t i o n b e i n g p l a c e d w i t h o u t any a m b i g u i t y 
b e f o r e t h e e lec tors . 

# # # 
T h e Sec re t a ry of t h e L e a g u e wro te to ex-Bai l ie C r a w f o r d , 

18 th F e b r u a r y , r e m i n d i n g h i m t h a t h e h a d t a k e n t h e cha i r 
t h a t n i g h t 20 yea r s ago, a t t h e Glasgow Ci ty Ha l l on t he 
o c c a s i o n of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s f a m o u s lec tures , " S c o t l a n d 
a n d S c o t s m e n . " I n reply Mr . C r a w f o r d w r i t e s : — " I h a v e 
a lways b e e n p l e a s e d t h a t w h e n H e n r y G e o r g e was as o n e 
c ry ing in t h e wi lde rness I p r e s i d e d over his first G la sgow 
m e e t i n g . Y o u h a v e ce r ia in ly m a d e grea t p rogress in t he 20 
yea r s . " 

* * * 

T h e Pol i t ica l E c o n o m y Class , 13 D u n d a s S t ree t , Glasgow, 
m e e t s W e d n e s d a y even ing , 8 o ' c lock . M e m b e r s a re d e s i r e d 
to in t e re s t s t r anger s in t h e s e mee t ings . Q u e s t i o n s a n d 
d i s cus s ion e a c h n i g h t a re a l lowed. T h e s u b j e c t s d u r i n g 
t h e m o n t h a r e as fo l lows :— 
Mar. 2.—The Economics of Mining Rents and 

Royalties, . . . . . Mr. Wm. Cassels. 
11 9.—Money, - - - - - - Mr. David Cassels, jr. 
n 16.—Palliatives, Mr. Wm. Reid. 
1, 23 —Karl Marx and Henry George—A 

Comparison, . . . . Mr. W. R. Lester. 
,, 30.—Utopias, Mr. Wm. Reid. 

* * * 

M e e t i n g s were a d d r e s s e d last m o n t h at Ayr , by H . LI. 
D a v i e s ; C a m ' a c h i e (Glasgow) L ibe ra l Assoc ia t ion , by 
E d w i n A d a m ; Maryh i l l (G la sgow) L i b e r a l Assoc i a t i on , 
wi th l a n t e r n views, by J o h n O r r ; C a t h c a r t (G la sgow) U . F . 
C h u r c h L i t e ra ry Soc ie ty by W m . D. H a m i l t o n ; N o r t h K e l v i n -
s ide (Glasgow) U . F . C h u r c h G u i l d , by M a t t h e w G e m m e l l ; 
G l a s g o w Y o u n g S c o t s Socie ty , W m . R e i d a n d J o h n P a u l ; 
St. R o l l o x (Glasgow) L ibe ra l Assoc ia t ion , B r i d g e t o n (Glas-
gow) L i b e r a l A s s o c i a t i o n (with l a n t e r n views), L a n a r k s h i r e 
M i n e r s ' U n i o n ( C o a t b r i d g e ) , D u n d a s S t r ee t (G la sgow) 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h (with l a n t e r n views), Se lk i rk Y o u n g 
S c o t s Soc ie ty , E d i n b u r g h Y o u n g Sco ts Soc ie ty (with l a n t e r n 
views) , P e n i c u i k Y o u n g Sco ts Socie ty , H o m e G o v e r n m e n t 
B r a n c h U . I . L . (Glasgow) , St . Andrews ' Y o u n g Sco ts (wi th 
l a n t e r n views), by J o h n Pau l . 

* # * 

A t t h e Glasgow T e n a n t s ' D e f e n c e Assoc i a t i on h e l d C i ty 
Ha l l , 1 /2 /04 , t he e c o n o m i c s of t h e s i tua t ion c a m e o u t i n t o 
t h e o p e n . C o u n c i l l o r Boyd t o l d t h e m e e t i n g t ha t r e n t 
a n d r a t e s were two p a y m e n t s for h o u s e o c c u p a n c y , a n d t h a t 
if t h e ra tes were l o w e r e d r e n t w o u l d c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y r ise. 
T a x i t i o n of l a n d va lues s h o u l d get a g o o d look in a t 
G . T . D . A . 

« • * 

T h e Glasgow Herald, 1 9 / 2 / 0 4 , c o n t a i n s over a c o l u m n 
adve r t i s ing m a t t e r o f fe r ing feu-du t i e s a n d g r o u n d a n n u a l s a t 
G lasgow, A y r , ' P a i s l e y , E d i n b u r g h , a n d Le i th , a t a n a v e r a g e 
p r i ce of 27 years ' pu rchase . A few years a g o w h e n t h e 
ag i t a t i on for t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d va lues was n o t q u i t e so 
p r o m i n e n t n o r p o p u l a r t he se pr ivi leges were g o i n g at 3 3 t o 
3 5 yea r s ' p u r c h a s e . W e a r e n o t sugges t ing a r e l a t i o n s h i p 
of c a u s e a n d effect he re , we a r e mere ly s t a t i ng t h e fac ts of 
t h e case . 

# # * 

M r . T h o m a s R o b i n s o n , t h e gen ia l a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c 
c h a i r m a n for t h e year of t h e Glasgow L i b e r a l C o u n c i l m a d e 

a sp l end id c h a i r m a n for Sir H e n r y C a t u p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n ' s 
great m e e t i n g a t G l a s g o w , 2 7 / 1 / 0 4 . Mr . R o b i n s o n was in 
his bes t fo rm, a n d in i n t r o d u c i n g t h e L ibe ra l L e a d e r , of 
w h o m h e is a d e v o t e d fol lower , d e c l a r e d t h a t " t h e l a n d 
q u e s t i o n was p r o b a b l y t h e first, o r o n e a m o n g t h e first, 
du t i e s t h e L i b e r a l pa r ty wou ld t a c k l e w h e n they c a m e in to 
power a t W e s t m i n s t e r , w h e t h e r by t h e S ing le T a x or by t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s . " 

» * * 
T h i s a u t h o r i s e d d e c l a r a t i o n of p r inc ip l e by t h e c h a i r m a n 

m e t wi th t h e hea r ty a p p r o v a l of t h e m e e t i n g , w h i c h was 
b a c k e d u p by v igorous a p p l a u s e w h e n in t h e c o u r s e of his 
g rea t s p e e c h Sir H e n r y m a d e h i s r ad ica l s t a t e m e n t of t h e 
case a n d aga in p l e d g e d t h e p a r t y t o t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d 
va lues as t h e a l t e rna t ive t o p r o t e c t i o n . 

* * * 

At t h e c o n c l u s i o n of Sir H e n r y ' s really insp i r ing a d d r e s s , 
insp i r ing even a p a r t f r o m his r e f e r e n c e t o l a n d values , 
L o r d T w e e d m o u t h , as C h a i r m a n of t h e Sco t t i sh L i b e r a l 
Assoc ia t ion t h o u g h t it adv i s ab l e t o r e m i n d t h e m e e t i n g t h a t 
the i r m o s t i m p o r t a n t d u t y was t o t u r n t h e G o v e r n m e n t o u t . 
W h a t e v e r h i s l o r d s h i p m e a n t , t h e m e e t i n g ev iden t ly t o o k 
h im to m e a n t h e o l d W h i g g a m e of nega t i on , a n d wou ld 
have n o n e of it. L o r d T w e e d m o u t h t h e r e u p o n g a v e p l ace 
to Sir S a m u e l C h i s h o l m , Bar t . , e x - L o r d P rovos t of Glasgow, 
who, a m i d g rea t c h e e r i n g , d e c l a r e d t ha t h e r e c k o n e d h i m -
self a s i nce re fo l lower of Sir H e n r y , b u t if h e t h o u g h t t h e 
L ibera l Pa r ty wou ld g o b a c k o n o n e of t h e s e p l e d g e s of 
pos i t ive po l icy in r e g a r d t o p u t t i n g r ight t h e g r e a t socia l 
wrongs h e for o n e w o u l d n o t s u p p o r t t h e m . 

* * '* * 

Signs of the Times ! ! A N e w c a s t l e c o r r e s p o n d e n t com-
m e n t i n g o n t h e p r o g r e s s of t h e t axa t ion of l a n d va lues 
a t t h e munic ipa l i t i e s , wri tes : — " P o o r N e w c a s t l e ! W h a t 
a con t r a s t t o G lasgow. I a m g r o w i n g m o r e c o n f i d e n t every 
day t h a t t h e r e is s o m e t h i n g in a S c o t c h m a n a f t e r a l l ." 

* * • 

T h e A n n u a l M e e t i n g of t h e Sco t t i sh S ing le T a x L e a g u e 
t akes p l ace a t 13 D u n d a s S t ree t , S a t u r d a y , 9 th Apr i l . 

A N EXPLANATION. 
To the Editor of " Land Values." 

S I R , — P e r m i t m e to exp la in h o w it c a m e t o p a s s tha t m y 
n a m e is a p p e n d e d t o s o m e of t h e Tar i f f R e f o r m L e a g u e ' s 
c a r t o o n s . H a p p e n i n g t o b e in L o n d o n th i s s u m m e r , I was 
s t rong ly u r g e d by a fellow C a n a d i a n (an official of t h e 
L e a g u e ) , t o assist in t h e C h a m b e r l a i n c a m p a i g n , a n d , shar -
ing t h e o p i n i o n w h i c h was p rac t ica l ly un ive r sa l in t h e 
D o m i n i o n ( a n d is so still) t h a t t h e ex-Colon ia l Sec re t a ry 
h a d a p l an by which t h e c a u s e of I m p e r i a l U n i t y c o u l d b e 
f o r w a r d e d , I c o n s e n t e d . T h o u g h , of course , o p p o s e d t o 
P r o t e c t i o n , it at t ha t t i m e s e e m e d t o m e t h a t t h e pre fe r -
en t ia l tariff pol icy m i g h t , w i t h o u t i n ju ry t o t h e m o t h e r 
c o u n t r y , p r o m o t e t h e un i f i ca t i on of t h e E m p i r e . So bel iev-
ing, I b e g a n m y work . I t t o o k b u t a very s h o r t t i m e t o 
c o n v i n c e m e t ha t I was m i s t a k e n , a n d I w i thd rew f r o m t h e 
pos i t ion . C l o s e a t t e n t i o n to t h e c a m p a i g n s u b s e q u e n t l y 
m a d e it every d a y c l ea r e r t o m e t h a t n o t only is C h a m b e r -
la in 's p l an i m p r a c t i c a b l e , so far as un i ty of t h e E m p i r e is 
c o n c e r n e d , b u t tha t it is c a l c u l a t e d to d o g r i evous i n j u r y t o 
t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m . I a m n o w firmly se t t l ed in t h e 
c o n v i c t i o n t h a t if t h e C o l o n i e s a r e to real ize c loser u n i o n 
with t h e h o m e c o u n t r y , it c a n only b e o n a f r ee t i a d e basis. 

Y o u express y o u r r eg re t at finding m y n a m e a s soc i a t ed 
with t h e L e a g u e c a r t o o n s . I t is no t su rp r i s i ng tha t you 
s h o u l d d o so, a n d I c a n a s s u r e you I r eg re t it q u i t e as m u c h as 
you c a n . I d o not k n o w w h e t h e r t h e e x p l a n a t i o n I h e r e 
m a k e e x c u s e s m e in y o u r o p i n i o n a n d t h a t of m y s ingle- tax 
f r i e n d s genera l ly , b u t t hey will n o t b e d i sp l ea sed t o l ea rn 
t h a t , b e f o r e l eav ing G r e a t B r i t a in , I t ook s o m e s h a r e in t h e 
an t i -P ro t ec t i on i s t fight, a n d a m d o i n g what I c a n , s ince 
c o m i n g h o m e , t o o p e n t h e eyes of C a n a d i a n s , a n d especia l ly 
of C a n a d i a n L ibe ra l s , to t h e rea l c h a r a c t e r of t h e C h a m b e r -
la in p r o p a g a n d a . — Y o u r s t ruly , J . W . BENGOUGH, 
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THE LIBERAL LEADER ON THE TAXATION OF 
LAND VALUES AS THE ALTERNATIVE TO 

PROTECTION. 

P h o t o b y I f . MKNDELSSOHN, 14 Pembr idge Crescent, Bayswater , W. 

SIR HENRY CAMPBELL BANNERMAN. 

The Right Hon. Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman, 
M.P., Leader of the Liberal Party, speaking- at a 
grea t Liberal demonstration a t Glasgow, 27/1/04, 
said in the course of a most telling address on 
Liberal policy :— 

" But we have a still greater estate at home which is not 

half developed. There is the land question. (Cheers.) 

Most municipalities are agreed tha t a revision of our ra t ing 

system mus t be under taken, and tha t t he owners of site 

va lues—those who enjoy in an especial degree the f ru i t s of 

the common enterprise and out lay—ought to make a fair con-

tribution to the common charge. (Cheers.) Among the 

municipali t ies which have been convinced by experience— 

sometimes by hard and unpleasant experience—of the neces-

s i ty of th i s reform this g rea t city of ours—as I am glad to 

call i t—(cheer s )—is t he most conspicuous, and when the 

t ime comes to deal with this question the series of conferences 

init iated by the City Council of Glasgow, al though the con-

ferences were not assisted by a Commission—(loud cheers)— 

will be of the utmost value. T h e rat ing of site values, let me 

say, is not a mere question of the apportionment and incidence 

of the rates. I t goes to the root of the most pressing and 

mos t neglected of social questions. (Cheers.) W h a t is 

claimed for it, and rightly is, tha t i ts effect will be to increaso 

the supply of houses and improve their quali ty, and to reduce 

the rents—(cheers)—which in many cases are artificially 

high, and a cause of widespread impoverishment to the 

people. Now, which do you say is the better policy ? W h i c h 

is most likely to conduce to the comfort and wellbeing of the 

people and to the health of the children ? (Hear , hear .) A 

policy that will increase the number of homes and reduce the 

public burden on the poor man 's house ; or the policy which, 

while it leaves the land monopoly untouched, will make 

houses dearer by taxing building materials and food dearer by 

a universal food tax. (Cheers.) No, I made an er ror—not a 

universal food t ax—Pig ' s flesh and pig 's food—(laughter)— 

are both exempt. I s there a single reform, or class of reforms, 

more to be desired than one abolishing or greatly mitigating 

the scandal which at taches to t he r ichest country in the 

world, so long as tens of thousands of our citizens, strive as 

they may, are unable to win for themselves shelter worthy of 

the name of home ? (Cheers.) I know I am speaking in 

the presence of men who Lave wrought day and night to cure 

this evil in past years . (Applause.) Tha t is the state of 

things to-day, and we have no business to be content with i t . 

(Cheers.) I t is a source of misery and demoralisation. Take 

tho drink traffic. (Cheers.) There is no one with a fuller 

appreciation of the evils of that traffic than I have, but are 

they greater than those of overc-owding. (Cries of " Yes , " and 

" No.") They may be more direct and more apparent, but 

a f t e r all is it not the case tha t with the public-houses, especi-

ally in great part , emptied the excess we all deplore would 

speedily begin to abate . If everyone had a house in which 

he could find comfort and take pride ? (Cheers.) So long as 

there is no comfort possible in a room for a man in his own 

home of an evening, I am afraid we may legislate, we may 

preach, we may talk on platforms, the public-house is the 

master of the situation. (Cheers.) 

FREE T R A D E P E T I T I O N - 1 8 3 8 . 

"Hold ing one of the principles of eternal 
justice to be the inalienable r ight of every man 
freely to exchange the result of his labour for 
the productions of other people, and maintaining 
the practice of protecting one par t of the com-
munity a t the expense of all other classes to be un-
sound and unjustifiable, Your Petitioners earnestly 
implore your Honourable House to repeal all laws 
relating to the importation of foreign corn and 
other articles of subsistence and to carry out to 
the fullest extent both as affects Agriculture 
and Manufactures, the true and peaceful prin-
ciples of Free Trade by removing all existing 
obstacles to the unrestricted employment of 
Industry and Capital."—Quoted by Cobden at Min-
chester, 15th January, 1846. 
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GLASGOW CORPORATION AND LAND VALUES. 

W e h a v e been asked by co r responden t s f rom various parts 
for t h e t e rms of the circular letter recent ly issued by the Glas-
gow Corpora t ion to t h e o ther Ra t ing Author i t ies of the 
coun t ry in reference t o recent events. T h e letter is as 
follows :— 

C I T Y C H A M B E R S , 
Glasgow, 28th December, 1903. 

S I R , 
TAXATION OF LAND VALUES. 

T h e ques t ion of t h e Taxa t ion of L a n d Va lues has been 
before this Corpora t ion for several years. O n 21st Oc tober , 
1902, they convened a con fe rence in t he Ho te l Metropole , 
L o n d o n , which was a t t e n d e d by representat ives of over t o o 
R a t i n g Authori t ies , w h e n t he following resolut ions wete 
adop ted , v i z . : — 

(1) T h a t this C o n f e r e n c e of Represen ta t ives of Munic ipa l 
a n d other Ra t ing Author i t ies approves of the pr inciple 
of t he Taxa t i on of L a n d Values for Local Purposes 
as being just a n d equi tab le . 

(2) T h a t this C o n f e r e n c e of Represen ta t ives of Munic ipa l 
a n d o ther R a t i n g Author i t ies cordial ly thanks t he 
Corpora t ion of Glasgow for their r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
regarding t he Taxa t ion of L a n d Values for Local 
Purposes , a n d pledges itself to suppor t by every 
compe ten t means , a n d a t t he earliest possible m o m e n t , 
with a view to its becoming law, any equi table a n d 
jus t measure giving effect to the foregoing resolut ion. 

At t ha t Confe rence a Commi t t ee , consis t ing of representa-
tives of twenty-five Ra t ing Authori t ies , was appo in ted , a n d 
tha t C o m m i t t e e have h a d several meet ings . A second 
C o n f e r e n c e was held in t he Westmins te r Pa lace Hote l , 
L o n d o n , on 9 th ins tant . T h e accompany ing pamph le t 
con ta ins a full repor t of the proceedings to date . 

I a m ins t ruc ted to ask you t o b e good e n o u g h to submi t 
this commun ica t i on , with the pamph le t before referred to, 
to your Counc i l at their first meet ing, a n d to request the i r 
co-opera t ion in the m o v e m e n t . I am also des i red to ask 
that they will be good enough to invite their local M e m b e r s 
of Pa r l i ament to suppor t the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of the C o n -
fe rence should these be in t roduced in to t he H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s by a private bill or private bills. 

T h e C o m m i t t e e a re endeavour ing to a r range to have an 
interview with t he Pres iden t of t he Local G o v e r n m e n t Board 
a n d t h e Secretary for Scot land with t he ob j ec t of placing 
the i r views before these Ministers prior to t he open ing of 
P a r l i a m e n t ; a n d if your Counc i l approve of the pr inciples 
for which t he C o n f e r e n c e is con tending , it will be very 
obl iging if you will be good enough to in t imate this to m e 
at your early convenience , in o rder tha t t he C o m m i t t e e may 
be for t i f ied with the suppor t of your Counc i l in any repre-
sen ta t ion they may m a k e to these minis ters . 

I am , Sir, your obed ien t servant , 
J A M E S G. M O N R O , Town Clerk. 

3 n flDcmoriam. 

J O H N FARRELL, OF SYDNEY, N.S.W., 
P O E T A N D SINGLE T A X E R . 

THE cause of Democracy a n d L a n d R e f o r m under t h e 
S o u t h e r n Cross has sus ta ined a great a n d i r reparable loss 
in t h e dea th of J o h n Farrell , at o n e t ime E d i t o r of t he 
Sydney Daily Telegraph, t h e sad t idings of which c a m e to 
me by t h e last Aust ra l ian mail. Only those who have been 
politically act ive in Austral ia, or who have b e e n in c lose 
touch with ou r m o v e m e n t there, will realise how great th is 
loss will be. J o h n Farrel l was n o c o m m o n m a n . As a 
poe t his verses, m o r e especially, perhaps , t hose ent i t led 
" H o w h e d ied , " which are redolen t with the best spirit of 
life in " t h e bush , " have m a d e him known t h r o u g h o u t 
Austra las ia . As a Single Taxer , his great services to t he 
cause , m o r e especially his organizat ion of H e n r y George ' s 
j o u r th rough Austral ia , have m a d e h im k n o w n to his co-

workers throughout the length and breadth of the civilized 
world. 

Born in Sou th Amer ica of I r i sh parentage , J o h n Farrel l 
was early thrown u p o n his own resources , a n d u n a i d e d left 
t o fight his ba t t le with t he world, get t ing t he ha rd -bough t 
knowledge of m e n a n d th ings tha t only comes tha t way. 
Seaman , miner , brewer, b u s h m a n , drover , now at o n e thing, 
now at ano the r , as has b e e n the lot of so m a n y of t he bes t 
m e n in Austral ia , h e at last d r i f ted in to up-count ry j ou rna l i sm; 
a n d when first I hea rd of him (in 1888) was edi t ing, as an 
avowed Single Taxer , The Lithgow Enterprise, still flourish-
ing as The Lithg'W Mercury. S ince that d a t e he has always 
been in the firing l ine, in the very foref ront of t h e great 
struggle on behalf of social jus t ice a n d r ighteousness , which, 
in Australasia as elsewhere, has yet t o t r i umph over privilege 
a n d monopoly . My personal recol lect ions of J o h n Farrel l 
are b u t slight. I only me t h im twice, o n c e in Li thgow, 
where he was runn ing a paper , a n d o n c e in Ade la ide , when 
h e was a c c o m p a n y i n g H e n r y G e o r g e on his great tour . 
Slight as they are, they cer tainly bear out t he t ru th of t he 
following f rom the pen of o n e of his fellow pressmen in t he 
Sydney Evening News:—" I n persona l charac te r J o h n 
Farrell was o n e of the best l iked m e n in Austral ia . N o o n e 1 
could talk with him for five m i n u t e s without see ing t he 
earnes tness of the man , a n d t he w o n d e r always was tha t o n e 
who h a d known the world a n d its ways so long cou ld retain 
t he f resh en thus iasm, t h e belief in humani ty , a n d t h e 
k indl iness of na ture tha t charac te r i sed him. H e was o n e 
whose cha rac te r s tood high, a n d whose f r i endsh ip was va lued 
by rich a n d poor al ike." 

Such , t hen , was our earnes t a n d valued co-worker , J o h n 
Farrel l , whose early d e a t h we mus t all deplore . B u t t he 
good work in which h e re jo iced, a n d his faith in which kept 
f resh his en thus iasm a n d his belief in humani ty , still remains, 
a n d we c a n n o t be t te r h o n o u r his m e m o r y than by emula t ing 
his example , a n d devo t ing ourselves to it w i t h . t h e same 
energy a n d en thus iasm as he lavished u p o n it. L . H . B. 

UNITED S T A T E S P R O S P E R I T Y ! 

Mr. H . W. N o r e m , P i t t sburgh , U .S . , writes 19 /1 /04 :—• 
" I t is very encourag ing to learn tha t your Libera l Leader , 

Sir H e n r y C a m p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n is not merely negat ive on 
t he C h a m b e r l a i n proposal , but tha t he aggressively a t tacks 
t he root of ev i l—land monopo ly . T h e Amer ican people are 
jus t now ga ther ing t h e frui t of l and m o n o p o l y a n d pro tec t ive 
tarriff swindle. P i t t sburgh is the very cen t r e of t h e pro tec-
tive tariff beneficar ies , a n d if t h e people were anywhere 
benef i ted by that policy it would be here . Are t h e people 
benef i ted ? I will m e n t i o n an i n c i d e n t : — A t o u r works (far 
f rom the mill district , a n d with n o adver t i sement for he lp 
wanted) , t he re appea r s every M o n d a y morn ing u p w a r d of 
fifty to o n e h u n d r e d m e n begging for work. I can any 
day h i re c o m m o n laboure r s at wages no t exceed ing o n e 
dollar per day. N o doub t , you have repor t s of th is count ry ' s 
great prosperi ty . Wel l , this is a fair s ample of i t I will 
merely h in t at the cause of th i s great prosper i ty (?) O u r 
works c o n s u m e abou t 25 ,000 boxes of tin p la te per year, 
cost ing us $3 .60 per box. S o m e years ago when t h e labour 
t o m a k e a box of t in p la te was m o r e than , it costs now we 
bough t t he p la te at 8 2 . 6 0 per box. I t is the re fore plain tha t 
t he c o n s u m e r s of our p roduc t s , m a d e of tin plate, pay annua l ly 
a t r ibu te to land a n d tariff monopol i s t s of $25 ,000 , a n d this 
in add i t ion to the t r ibu te that was levied on t h e o ld rate of 
$ 2 . 6 0 per box. Cons ide r ing t h e cost of m a k i n g tin plate, 
inc luding labour , t r anspor ta t ion cha rges a n d interest on 
capital invested in e q u i p m e n t a n d exc luding royalt ies a n d 
o ther m o n o p o l y charges , it is safe t o say tha t t he cost of a 
box of tin plate would not exceed * i . 6 o . T o t h e con-
sumers of t in ware it a m o u n t s to this, that t hey pay to 
l abour S i .6o , a n d to m o n o p o l y $2.00. In o ther words, to 
t he workers go, in r o u n d figures 44%, and to t h e owners (?) 
of t he ear th 56%. I n t h e face of this who will d e n y t h e 
prosper i ty of t h e — l a n d l o r d s ? 
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LAND REFORM versus PROTECTION. 

MR. CHARLES P . TREVELYAN, M . P . , ha s b e e n well a d v i s e d in 
r e p u b l i s h i n g in p a m p h l e t f o r m his v a l u a b l e a n d t ime ly 
a r t i c l e u n d e r t h e a b o v e h e a d i n g , w h i c h a p p e a r e d in a r e c e n t 
number of The Independent Review. For it makes a 
p a m p h l e t w h i c h will, we t h i n k , b e of g r e a t s e rv i ce t o l a n d 
r e f o r m e r s in e v e r y p a r t of t h e c o u n t r y a t t h e p r e s e n t cr is is 
in o u r n a t i o n a l affairs. T o d e f e a t t h e r e a c t i o n a r y p r o p o s a l s 
t o - d a y v o i c e d by M r . C h a m b e r l a i n is, in t h e o p i n i o n of 
m a n y , t h e m o s t u r g e n t w o r k of all e a r n e s t s o b e r - m i n d e d 
m e n , w h e t h e r L i b e r a l o r C o n s e r v a t i v e . B u t t o f r a m e a 
t r u ly p rogres s ive a l t e r n a t i v e pol icy is, in o u r o p i n i o n , still 
m o r e n e c e s s a r y if t h e c o m i n g L i b e r a l G o v e r n m e n t w o u l d 
ra l ly t o t h e i r a i d t h e t ru ly p r o g r e s s i v e f o r c e s of t h e c o u n t r y , 
w i t h o u t w h o s e a id t h e y m a y p r e v e n t evil , b u t will b e u t t e r ly 
p o w e r l e s s for g o o d . A n d it is t o th is w o r k t h a t t h e e n e r g e t i c 
m e m b e r for t h e E l l a n d Div i s ion d e v o t e s h imse l f in t h e 
p a m p h l e t n o w b e f o r e us . 

T h e p r e s e n t e s sen t i a l w e a k n e s s of off icial L i b e r a l i s m is 
well e x p o s e d by M r . T r e v e l y a n w h e n h e p o i n t s o u t t h a t — 
" W i t h few e x c e p t i o n s t h e F r e e T r a d e l eade r s , L i b e r a l a n d 
U n i o n i s t , f o u n d the i r p o s i t i o n o n t h e p r o s p e r i t y of E n g l a n d , 
w h i c h is t r u e e n o u g h as c o m p a r e d with w h a t E n g l a n d was 
o r w o u l d b e u n d e r P r o t e c t i o n , b u t d o e s n o t m e e t t h e 
a s p i r a t i o n of t h o s e w h o a r e t h i n k i n g of w h a t E n g l a n d m a y 
b e . " A n d h e t h e n e m p h a s i s e s t h e m a n y a d v a n t a g e s , po l i t i ca l 
as well as social , of m a k i n g L a n d R e f o r m t h e m o s t p r o m i n -
e n t pa r t of t h e F r e e T r a d e a n s w e r t o M r . C h a m b e r l a i n a n d 
h i s allies. T h e p a m p h l e t c o n c l u d e s w i th t h e fo l lowing t r u e 
a n d sugges t ive w o r d s — 

" E v e r y year t h e f r e e u s e of l and , a n d of t h e l a n d va lue , 
is a g r e a t e r n e e d for o u r g r o w i n g p o p u l a t i o n . 
T h e r e is n o s y m p a t h y a m o n g t h e p e o p l e w h i c h 
n o w o p e r a t e s so unsoc ia l ly . I t is t i m e t h e y con -
v e r t e d i n t o a c t i o n t h e i r i n d i g n a t i o n lest it b e c o m e 
s t a l ed b y c u s t o m i n t o a d i s a s t r o u s a c q u i e s e n c e . " 

Land Reform versus Protection. By Chas. P. Trevelyan, M.P. 
From these offices; single copies, i j d . , post free. 5 /pe r 100, 
carriage forward. 

THE MONOPOLY OF RIVERS AND LOCHS. 

FALKIRK ANGLERS' T R E S P A S S I N G . — I n t h i s a c t i o n 
t h e M a r q u i s of B r e a d a l b a n e a s k e d t h a t Wi l l i am I n c h e s , 
m o u l d e r . B a i n s f o r d , a n d t e n o t h e r m e m b e r s of a f i s h i n g 
c l u b in F a l k i r k s h o u l d b e i n t e r d i c t e d f r o m t r e s p a s s i n g 
u p o n a n y p a r t of t h e B r e a d a l b a n e e s t a t e s in P e r t h s h i r e 
a n d Argyl l sh i re . T h e c o m p l a i n e r sa id t h a t fo r s o m e 
s e a s o n s la rge n u m b e r s of p e r s o n s h a d b e e n in t h e 
h a b i t of t r ave l l ing f r o m F a l k i r k a n d e l s e w h e r e a n d 
t r e s p a s s i n g on h i s e s t a t e s a n d f i sh ing for t r o u t in t h e r ive r 
F u l l a n , L o w e r L o c h D o c h a r t , t h e r ivers D o c h a r t , 
L o c h a y , a n d F a l l o c h , L o c h L y o n , a n d t h e r iver L y o n , 
a n d t h e r ivers O r c h y , C h o n o g l a i s , T u l l a , a n d L o c h y 
a n d L o c h T u l l a a n d L o c h a n B h e . T h e r e s p o n d e n t s 
were s o m e of t h o s e w h o h a d b e e n f o u n d t r e s p a s s i n g 
a n d fishing. I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e y o n e a n d all t r e s p a s s e d 
u p o n t h e c o m p l a i n e r ' s l a n d s o n S a t u r d a y , 6 th J u n e , 
1903, a n d r e f u s e d t o l eave or des i s t f r o m fishing w h e n 
r e q u e s t e d . T h e r e s p o n d e n t s a d m i t t e d t h a t o n 6 th J u n e 
1903, t h e y fished in t h e c o m p la iner ' s w a t e r s a n d tres-
p a s s e d o n h i s l ands . T h i n k i n g t h a t t h e c o m p l a i n e r 
w o u l d n o t o b j e c t , a n d t h a t t h e wa te r s w e r e n o t pre-
s e r v e d , t h e y wen t t h e r e for a d a y ' s fishing. T h e y 
u n d e r t o o k , howeve r , n o t t o i n f r i n g e t h e c o m p l a i n e r ' s 
r i gh t s in f u t u r e , a n d sa id t h a t on 3 ' s t J u l y the i r a g e n t s 
w r o t e s ay ing t h a t a n s w e r s would n o t b e l o d g e d if 
e x p e n s e s w e r e n o t a s k e d aga ins t t h e m . T h e a n s w e r 
was t h a t e x p e n s e s w o u l d b e m o v e d for, a n d t h e r e s p o n -
d e n t s p l e a d e d t h a t t h e a c t i o n , b e i n g u n n e c e s s a r y , t h e 
n o t e s h o u l d b e r e f u s e d , wi th e x p e n s e s . O n 18th J u l y 
L o r d L o w , in t h e Bill C h a m b e r , g r a n t e d i n t e r i m in t e rd i c t , 

a n d o n 19 th A u g u s t L o r d K i n n e a r p a s s e d t h e n o t e a n d 
c o n t i n u e d t h e i n t e r im in t e rd i c t . T h e r e a f t e r a r e c o r d 
was m a d e up , a n d t h e c a s e was s e n t t o t h e P r o c e d u r e 
R o l l . L o r d K i n c a i r n e y to -day m a d e t h e i n t e r im in te r -
d i c t p e r p e t u a l , a n d f o u n d t h e c o m p l a i n e r en t i t l ed t o 
expenses , w h i c h h e m o d i f i e d to 8s . 

C o u n s e l for t h e C o m p l a i n e r — M r . D e w a r . A g e n t s — 
D a v i d s o n & S y m e , W . S . 

C o u n s e l for t h e R e s p o n d e n t s — M r . A . M . A n d e r s o n , 
A g e n t s — C l a r k & M a c d o n a l d , S . S . C . — Glasgow 
Herald, 3/2/04. 

A n Ai rd r i e c o r r e s p o n d e n t w h o d i r e c t s o u r a t t e n t i o n t o 
t h e a b o v e i t em of news, wri tes : — " I t is o n e of t h e f u n n i e s t 
sa t i res I have c o m e across . I t m a k e s o n e s m i l e t o r e c o l l e c t 
t ha t t h e o w n e r of t h e s e n u m e r o u s r ivers a n d l o c h s is t h e 
c h i e f figure in t h e c i r cus at t h e o p e n i n g of t h e O l d K i r k 
A s s e m b l y in E d i n b u r g h w h e n t h e R a d i c a l P a r t y a r e in 
p o w e r . " 

LAND TENURE IN INDIA AND IN JAVA. 

" T o t h e A n g l o - I n d i a n v is i t ing J a v a a n d v iewing t h e 
g rea t d i f f e rences , it is s o m e w h a t h u m i l i a t i n g t o fee l t ha t t h e 
D u t c h h a v e m o s t u n q u e s t i o n a b l y , in o n e p o i n t a t a n y ra te , 
s u c c e e d e d w h e r e we h a v e par t ia l ly fa i led . C o n s c i o u s of 
t h e a b s o l u t e l y u p r i g h t i n t e n t i o n s of his o w n g o v e r n m e n t , 
a n d c o n v i n c e d t ha t it is t he first wish of eve ry E n g l i s h off ic ia l 
c o n n e c t e d with t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t ha t all c lasses s h o u l d 

' s h a r e in t h e b less ings w h i c h s h o u l d flow f r o m its b e n e v o l e n t 
m e a s u r e s , h e is s t a r t l ed t o find t h e g rea t m a s s of agr i -
cu l ra l i s t s in J a v a m a n i f e s t l y in a far b e t t e r m a t e r i a l c o n d i -
t ion t h a n o u r o w n ryots . T h i s is u n q u e s t i o n a b l y t h e ca se , 
a n d t h e fac t u n d o u b t e d l y p r o v e s t ha t o u r t r e a t m e n t of t h e 
g rea t q u e s t i o n s r e l a t ing t o l a n d t e n u r e s , w h i c h a h u n d r e d 
yea r s a g o were par t ly s imilar t o t h o s e w h i c h h a v e f r o m 
t i m e t o t i m e a r i sen in Java , h a v e no t b e e n dea l t with in a 
m a n n e r bes t c a l c u l a t e d t o s e c u r e t h e h a p p i n e s s of t h e 
p e o p l e . T h e d e n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n of t h e l a n d , wh ich , f r o m 
t h e t i m e of L o r d Cornwa l l i s t o t h e p r e s e n t day , h a s b e e n 
m o r e a n d m o r e c o m p l e t e l y e f f ec t ed , h a s r e s u l t e d in t h e 
a g g r a n d i s e m e n t of a c lass of wea l thy l a n d l o r d s a n d m i d d l e -
m e n a t t h e e x p e n s e of t h e c u l t i v a t o r of t h e soil, a n d w e 
h a v e s u r r e n d e r e d t h a t s p l e n d i d pos i t ion as o w n e r s of t h e 
l a n d w h i c h e n a b l e s t h e D u t c h t o a p p r o p r i a t e for s t a t e 
p u r p o s e s t h e who le r e n t a l of t h e c o u n t r y , a n d t o i n s u r e t h a t 
t ha t r e n t a l shall b e so m o d e r a t e in a m o u n t as t o e n a b l e t h e 
p e a s a n t t o pass h i s d a y s in c o m f o r t a n d w i t h o u t c a r e . 
D o u b t l e s s H o l l a n d w o u l d d o well t o t r e a t h e r r i ch d e p e n -
d e n c y in a m o r e g e n e r o u s , m o r e u n s e l f i s h spir i t , a n d in 
m a n y p o i n t s s h e c o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y t a k e l e s sons f r o m 
E n g l a n d ; b u t t h e i m p a r t i a l s t u d e n t of t h e e c o n o m i e s of t h e 
E a s t e r n posses s ions of t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s will c e r t a in ly c o m e 
a l so t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t I n d i a ha s m u c h t o l ea rn f r o m 
Java."—Some Notes on Java and its Administration* By 
H e n r y Sco t t B o y d ( l a t e of t h e B e n g a l Civ i l Se rv i ce . ) 
P u b l i s h e d a t A l l a h a b a d , 1892. 

* Quoted in Tropical Colonisation. By Alleyne Ireland. 

Land Reform versus Protection. 
B y C H A R L E S T R E V E L Y A N , M . P . 

Reprinted from, the Independent Review, with the 
permission of the Editor. 

O n e P e n n y , P o s t F r e e l i d - ; 5/ p e r 100, C a r r i a g e f o r w a r d , 

FROM 

LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT, 
13 DUNDAS STREET, GLASGOW; AND 

376-77 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 
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SPECIAL OFFER TO ODR READERS. 
To be had only from 

LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT, 
13 DUNDAS STREET, GLASGOW; 

AND 

ENGLISH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES, 
376-77 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 

O R I G I N A L LIBRARY E D I T I O N . 

Progress and Poverty. 
By HENRY GEORGE. 

Published Price, 7/6. Offered at 2/10, Post Free. 
(Only 50 Copies left). 

O R I G I N A L LIBRARY EDITION. 

S o c i a l P r o b l e m s . 
By HENRY GEORGE. 

THE BEST BOOK FOR BEGINNERS. 

Published Price, 5/. Offered at 2/3, Post Free. 

T h e Condit ion o f Labour. 
An Open Letter to the late Pope. 

By HENRY GEORGE. 
Original Edition. Published Price, 2/6. Offered at 1/6, Pott Free. 

HENRY GEORGE'S LAST GREAT WORK -

T h e Science o f Pol i t ical Economy 
61, Post Free. 

A Perplexed Philosopher. 
Being an Examination of Mr. Ileibert Spencer's various utterances 

on the Land Question, together with some incidental reference to his 
Synthetic Philosophy. 

By HENRY GEORGE. 
Paper Covers, 1 / ; Red Cloth, 1/6, Post Free. 

Life o f Henry George. 
By his SON. 

(A worthy record of a noble life). 
Original Edition. Offered at 6/, Post Free. 

Six Centur ies o f Work & Wages. 
A History of English Labour. 

By Professor J. E. THOROLD ROGERS, M.P. 
" One of the most important of economic books."—Contemporary 

Review. 
Published Price, 10/6. Offered at 5/, Post Free. 

History of th3 English Landed Interest. 
By RUSSELL M. GARNIER. 

Published Price, 10/6; Offered at 6/, Post Free. 

T o w a r d t h e L ight . 
Elementary Studies in Ethics and Economics. 

By L. H. BERENS. 
" It seems to me the ablest and most effective work in support of the 

taxation of land values that has appeared since the death of Henry 
George."—J. H. DII.LARD in The Public. 

2/6, Post Free. 

T h e E a r t h for All Ca lendar . 
Compiled by ERNEST CROSBY. 

Containing over 350 extracts from classical writers on the rights of 
mar. to the use ot the earth. 

Paper 1/ ; Cloth, 2/, Post Free. 
A WELCOME GIFT TO ANY LAND REFORMER. 

Fields, Factor ies, & Workshops. 
By P. KRAPOTKIN. 

Demy 8vo, Cloth, Illustrated. Post Free, 2/3. 
" No one can read the book without having his faith in the bene-

ficence of the Power that orders all things deepened and strengthened." 
—San Francisco Star. 

The Story o f my Dic ta torsh ip . 
A 1 ade Mecum on the Land Question. 

Cloth Edition, Fost Free, 2 /3 . 
" As a means for propaganda work the book is invaluable, and should 

lie in the hands of every Land Reformer who is anxious to spread the 
light."— The Beacon. . 

R E D C L O T H E D I T I O N . 

Complete Set Henry George's Chief Works:— 
P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . 

S O C I A L P R O B L E M S . 

P R O T E C T I O N O R F R E E T R A D E . 

C O N D I T I O N O F L A B O U R . 

A P E R P L E X E D P H I L O S O P H E R . 

5/6 
Post Free. 

Mr. H e r b e r t S p e n c e r a n d t h e Land R e s t o r a t i o n 
L e a g u e . 

Correspondence between Mr. Spencer and the General Secretaiy 
of the League in August, September, and October, 1894. 

Mr. H e r b e r t S p e n c e r on t h e L a n d Ques t ion . 
Being a reprint (by permission) of Chapter IX. of "Social Statics" 
(1851), together with certain Extracts irom " J u s t i c e " (1891). 

Id. Each ; Post Free, l i d . each ; 5/ per 100, Carriage forward. 

New Eight-Page Pamphlet. 

A Tragedy of English History. 
Illustrated with two Diagrams constructed from 

THOROLD ROGERS' 
" Six Centuries of Work and Wages." 

O n e H a l f - P e n n y ; 2 / 6 p e r 1 0 0 , C a r r i a g e P a i d . 

LAND YALUES IN PARLIAMENT. 
S P E E C H E S BY 
CHARLES P. TREVELYAN, M.P., 
Dr. MACNAMARA, M.P., M.L.S.B., 
THOMAS SHAW, M.P., 
A N D 

Sir HENRY CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, M.P., G.C.B. 
' ; — 

PRICE ONE PENNY. 5/- per 100, Carriage Forward. 

STUDY THE QUESTION YOURSELF. 
READ 

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE. 
BY 

H E N R Y G E O R G E . 
" Singularly clear and successful . . . . in bringing to light the 

allacies that lurk under more than one popular cry."—Athenaum. 

SPECIAL REPRINT. AUTHORISED EDITION. 
360 P a g e s . Largo Print. 

H A L F - P R I C E , 6d. H A L F - P R I C E , 

(Of all Booksellers and Bookstalls.) 
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OPTICAL LANTERNS AND SLIDES f o r Sa le or Hire . 
C o m p r e s s e d O x y g e n i n C y l i n d e r s , R e g u l a t o r s , J e t s , &c. E v e r y t h i n g U p - t o - D a t e . 

B E S T C O L O U R E D S L I D E S , H i r e d a t 6d . p e r D o z . p e r N i g h t . 

S P E C I A L I T E . — H I G H - C L A S S L A N T E R N O U T F I T S FOR L E C T U R E S . 
A p p a r a t u s a n d S k i l l e d O p e r a t o r s S u p p l i e d f o r I l l u s t r a t i n g L e c t u r e s o f a l l k i n d s . 

SPLENDID SELECTION OF SCOTCH AND IRISH SLIDES. Vm- CATALOGUES FREE. 

Wv A. C. SMITH, Optical Lantern and Camera Manufacturer, , . , 
51 a n d 5 3 D U N D A S STREET , GLASGOW. 

Don ' t s i g h a n d c ry w i t h t e a r f u l eye, 
You must pay Rent u n t i l you die, 

Or t r y 

OUR METHOD. 
YOU N O W P A Y an amount in R E N T which, if applied to the purchase of your house, would return interest and principal in a few years. 
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T e n t h Y e a r — N o . 119. A P R I L , 1904. P r ice , i d . ; b y Post , i | d . 

Receipt of a free copy of LAND VALUES 
is an invitation to become a Subscriber. 

M r . J . H . Whi t l ey , M . P . (Ha l i f ax ) , p l aced a m o t i o n on t h e 
p a p e r t o t h e effect t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t o u g h t to find t i m e 
for t h e la ter s tages of t he L a n d V a l u e s A s s e s s m e n t a n d 
R a t i n g Bil l . 

T h e S p e a k e r , as we u n d e r s t a n d , o n t h e d i r ec t appea l of 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t , ha s r u l e d t h e m o t i o n ou t of o rde r . * * * 

A t t h e N a t i o n a l L i b e r a l F e d e r a t i o n m e e t i n g h e l d in L e e d s 
2 6 / 2 / 0 4 a r e so lu t ion was ca r r i ed in favour of " t axa t ion of 
l a n d va lues for local a n d imper ia l pu rposes , t o b e a c c o m -
p a n i e d b y an a b a t e m e n t of loca l ra tes o n t h e h o u s e s of t h e 
p e o p l e , a n d t h e r emi s s ion of all t axes on f o o d . " 

* # # 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES.—The t axa t ion of l a n d va lues a p -

p e a r e d in t h e F r e e C h u r c h P a r l i a m e n t h e l d a t N e w c a s t l e 
last m o n t h . T h e re t i r ing p r e s i d e n t , t he R e v . J a m e s Trav i s , 
m e n t i o n e d it f avou rab ly in t h e c o u r s e of his a d d r e s s . " I t 
c o u l d n o t b e t h e will of G o d , " h e said, " tha t g r o u n d l and -
l o r d s s h o u l d r e a p so m u c h of wha t o t h e r s h a d sown . " 

* * * 

T h e G r i m s b y B r a n c h of t he N a t i o n a l D e m o c r a t i c L e a g u e 
in its first A n n u a l R e p o r t p u b l i s h e d 12 /2 /04 , s a y s : — 

" O n t h e i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n of t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
V a l u e s t h e b r a n c h s u c c e e d e d in b r i n g i n g th is m a t t e r b e f o r e t h e 
T o w n C o u n c i l , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y in to p u b l i c n o t i c e , a n d 
was t h e m e a n s of a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e in t h e p e r s o n of A i d . 
W r i g h t b e i n g a p p o i n t e d t o a t t e n d a n i m p o r t a n t C o n f e r e n c e 
of M u n i c i p a l , a n d r a t i n g au tho r i t i e s in L o n d o n , p r o m o t e d 
by t h e G l a s g o w Ci ty Counc i l , wi th t h e o b j e c t of b r i n g i n g 
a b o u t P a r l i a m e n t a r y a c t i o n o n t h e q u e s t i o n . A f t e r a t t e n d -
ing t h e c o n f e r e n c e Aid . W r i g h t g a v e a very f a v o u r a b l e 
r e p o r t . " 

* * * 

W a s h i n g t o n , U .S . , J a n . 2 1 . — R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T h a y n e , of 
M a s s a c h u s s e t t s , to -day i n t r o d u c e d by r e q u e s t a n a m e n d m e n t 
to t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n p r o v i d i n g t h a t t h e l a n d s of t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s shal l b e so d i v i d e d as t o give e a c h c i t izen of t h e 
c o u n t r y e ight ac res in as near ly a s q u a r e p iece as poss ib le . 

* * * 

W h e n t h e " g r a n d d iv ide " c o m e s to b e m a d e on th i s 
p r i n c i p l e t h e f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n will b e w h o is t o h a v e e igh t 
ac r e s in t h e h e a r t of N e w York , Bos ton , San F r a n c i s c o , a n d 
o t h e r l ike c e n t r e s of indus t r i a l act ivi ty . T h e S ing le T a x 
w o u l d n o t invo lve s u c h a h e a r t - b u r n i n g q u e s t i o n , it w o u l d 
s imply t a k e t h e u n i m p r o v e d va lue of all l a n d a n d d i s t r i b u t e 
it e q u i t a b l y over t h e who le p e o p l e . U n d e r t h i s r e g i m e 
t h e r e w o u l d b e n o f a v o u r e d l a n d for a n y o n e . I f e a c h 
i n d i v i d u a l pa id i n t o t h e c o m m o n f u n d s t h e e c o n o m i c va lue 
of t h e l a n d h e or s h e o c c u p i e d , it w o u l d b e all t h e s a m e 
w h e t h e r o n e o c c u p i e d e ight a c r e s in a g r e a t t o w n w h e r e 
l a n d v a l u e is h i g h , or e ight ac r e s of t h e p o o r e s t l a n d in a 
ru ra l d i s t r i c t w h e r e l a n d va lue is low or non-ex i s t en t . * » * 

W h e r e t h e r e is n o v a l u e t h e r e w o u l d b e n o tax, w h e r e va lue 
a p p e a r e d , a n d as it a p p e a r e d it w o u l d b e t a k e n for pub l i c 
p u r p o s e s . T h e r e n t of l a n d t a k e n in th is way w o u l d p u t t h e 
who le p e o p l e as use r s of l a n d o n a foo t ing of equa l i ty , whi le 
giving e a c h a n e q u a l share , o r in te res t , in t h e va ry ing l and 
va lue f r o m t h e m o s t v a l u a b l e ac r e in t h e g rea t c e n t r e s t o t h e 
r e m o t e s t o r least v a l u a b l e p lo t . T h e S ing le T a x w o u l d t h u s 
in a c o m p l e x socie ty es tab l i sh e q u a l r igh t s t o l and , a n d in 

t h e c o m m o n in te res t , a n d , q u i t e na tu ra l ly , f r ee f r o m t h e 
b a n e f u l power a n d i n f l u e n c e of pr iv i lege o r m o n o p o l y , 
d e t e r m i n e a n d k e e p all l a n d a t i ts h i g h e s t a n d bes t use. 

# * * 

A N ADVERTISEMENT. 

W e t a k e t h e fo l lowing f r o m an a d v e r t i s e m e n t of a L o n d o n 
L a n d C o m p a n y , n o w b e i n g p l a c a r d e d at m o s t of t h e 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Ra i lway S t a t i o n s : — 

" W H E R E A S d u r i n g t h e last t h r e e yea r s t h e r e h a s b e e n 
a n e s t i m a t e d s h r i n k a g e i n SHARE INVESTMENTS of 
. £ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , it b e h o v e s every o n e h a v i n g s p a r e cap i t a l to 
inves t to find safer secur i t i es , a n d t h e bes t i n v e s t m e n t n o w 
is u n d e n i a b l y FREEHOLD LAND. T h i s neve r s h r i n k s in 
value, it is ever inc reas ing , a n d t h e i n v e s t m e n t is g rowing 
m o r e a n d m o r e p ro f i t ab l e w i thou t a n y ef for t on t h e par t of 
t h e o w n e r . I t is a s well , however , t o b u y l a n d in r is ing 
local i t ies wi lh in easy r e a c h of L o n d o n , s u c h as w h e r e o u r 
e s t a t e s a r e s i t ua t ed . . . . O u r c u s t o m e r s c o m e t o us aga in 
a n d aga in . T h o u s a n d s of t h e m h a v e reso ld the i r p lo t s a t 
g o o d prof i ts . . . . Seve ra l of o u r e s t a t e s a r e wi th in t h e 
z o n e of t h e p r o j e c t e d e lec t r i c rai lways, a n d a r e l ike ly t o b e 
very r ap id ly e n h a n c e d in va lue . N o w is t h e t i m e t o b u y . " 

# * * 

" N o w is t h e t i m e t o b u y ! " I s i t — w e a re n o t so su r e of 
this . T h e t axa t ion of l a n d va lues is to-day well wi th in t h e 
field of p rac t i ca l pol i t ics , a n d Wel l , if y o u b u y t h e 
l a n d t o use , s u c h t axa t ion will bene f i t , n o t i n j u r e you . B u t 
if you b u y t h e l a n d " as a m e d i u m of i n v e s t m e n t , " to sell 
again , o r a s a m e a n s of exp lo i t ing y o u r f e l l o w m a n w h o 
wan t s t o p u t it t o use , you a r e l ikely to b e d i s a p p o i n t e d ; 
a n d n o o n e will p r e t e n d t o b e so r ry for you . 

» • « 

N o , n o o n e will h a v e c a u s e t o b e sorry . F o r as a n 
A m e r i c a n c o n t e m p o r a r y , a m e r e T r a d e J o u r n a l , e x p r e s s e d i t : 

" T h e l a n d sys tem is t h e c o n s t a n t p r e s s u r e aga ins t i n d u s t r y 
w h i c h fo rces t h o s e w h o l a b o u r t o l ive at t h e s t a r v a t i o n 
po in t , a n d f a t t en s t h e id lers w h o d o n o t h i n g . T h e on ly 
way to c o r r e c t th is evil is to v o t e t o ra ise t axes o n l a n d to 
t h e ful l r en ta l va lue , a n d s t r ike t h e t axes off f r o m p e r s o n a l 
p r o p e r t y . T h e first e f fec t t o fo l low f r o m s u c h a c h a n g e 
w o u l d b e a b u i l d i n g b o o m ."—Buffalo Builder and Contractor. 

C o m m e n t i n g on " E n g l i s h Po l i t i c s , " a n d t h e t r e n d of 
pol i t ica l t h o u g h t in G r e a t Br i t a in , a s m a n i f e s t e d in recen t 
a r t i c les in such jou rna l s as The Contemporary Review, The 
Speaker, M r . J . H . D i l l a rd in o u r h igh ly e s t e e m e d c o n t e m p o r -
ary The Public ( C h i c a g o , U . S . A . ) wr i t es as fol lows :— 

" H e m u s t i n d e e d b e i g n o r a n t of h is tory a n d fo rge t fu l of 
t he b r i e f n e s s of t h e in t e rva l s ince t h e work began , w h o d a r e s 
t o feel e i t he r e la t ion o r d i s c o u r a g e m e n t at t h e slow p rogress 
of t h e s ing le tax m o v e m e n t . I t h a s b e e n b u t 22 s h o r t yea r s 
s ince H e n r y G e o r g e ' s first visit t o E n g l a n d , s i n c e t h e six-
p e n n y e d i t i o n of " P r o g r e s s a n d P o v e r t y " began t o c i r cu l a t e 
t he re , s ince , wi th t h e fa i th t h a t m o v e s m o u n t a i n s , h e wro te 
h o m e : " W e a r e in t h e way of d o i n g s o m e t h i n g — t h e big 
s t o n e is rea l ly m o v i n g . " 

» * * 

Yes , i n d e e d , " t h e b ig s t o n e is rea l ly m o v i n g , " a n d w e 
h a v e n o d o u b t b u t t h a t t h e c o m i n g genera l e lec t ion will 
m a k e th i s m a n i f e s t in a m a n n e r t h a t will a s ton i sh o u r 
e n e m i e s a n d e n c o u r a g e o u r co -worke r s in every pa r t of t h e 
c ivi l ised wor ld . 
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T o a id in t h i s work is t h e m o s t s ac red d u t y of every 
e a r n e s t L a n d R e f o r m e r ; a n d a t t h e p r e s e n t j u n c t u r e of 
a f fa i r s h e c a n r e n d e r n o b e t t e r serv ice t h a n p r o m o t i n g t h e 
c i r cu l a t i on of o u r spec ia l e d i t i o n of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s g rea t 
w o r k o n " P r o t e c t i o n or F r e e T r a d e . " S i n c e J u l y last t h e 
a s soc i a t ed l e a g u e s — E n g l i s h a n d S c o t t i s h — h a v e m a n a g e d to 
p l a c e s o m e 2 6 , 0 0 0 c o p i e s with m o s t sa t i s fac tory resul t s . 
T h e y are, h o w e v e r , still r e s p o n s i b l e for a n o t h e r 1 4 , 0 0 0 
c o p i e s ; a n d every m e m b e r s h o u l d s t ra in every ef for t t o 
ass is t in p l a c i n g t h e m . 

* * * 

T h o u g h t h e grea t A p o s t l e of P r o t e c t i o n h a s b e e n k n o c k e d 
o u t in t h e first r o u n d , t h e pol i t ica l pos i t i on is b y n o m e a n s 
s e c u r e d . T h e T o r y P a r t y h a v e m a d e it m a n i f e s t t o t h e 
m e a n e s t u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e y w o u l d g lad ly i m p o s e 
" P r o t e c t i o n " u p o n t h e c o u n t r y if on ly t h e y c a n ge t an 
o p p o r t u n i t y to d o so. T h e c i r c u l a t i o n of G e o r g e ' s b o o k in 
every c o n s t i t u e n c y will b e by far t h e bes t m e a n s of safe-
g u a r d i n g t h e f u t u r e . E v e r y L i b e r a l a g e n t t h r o u g h o u t 
G r e a t Br i t a in s h o u l d be a s k e d to a id in th is neces sa ry a n d 
t ime ly work . 

* * * 

O f t h e m e r i t s of Geo rge ' s g rea t b o o k , of its marve l lous ly 
p e n e t r a t i n g a n d c o n v i n c i n g power , w e n e e d say n o t h i n g , 
s ince by th i s t i m e it will b e k n o w n to all o u r r eade r s . A s 
a n ac t ive a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c F r e e T r a d e r r ecen t l y to ld u s — " I 
t h o u g h t I t h o r o u g h l y u n d e r s t o o d t h e F r e e T r a d e Q u e s t i o n ; 
b u t t h e r e c e n t pe rusa l of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s l i t t le b o o k , whils t 
it h a s c o n f i r m e d m y fa i th , h a s c o n v i n c e d m e t h a t I h a d 
h i t h e r t o real ly k n o w n b u t ve ry li t t le a b o u t i t ." 

* * * 

T h i s , we a re c o n v i n c e d , h a s b e e n t h e e x p e r i e n c e of m a n y 
d u r i n g t h e pas t few m o n t h s , e v e n t h o u g h few m a y b e f r a n k 
e n o u g h to a d m i t it. F o r G e o r g e ' s b o o k is n o t only t h e m o s t 
c o n v i n c i n g p l e a for f r e e d o m tha t h a s ever b e e n p e n n e d — 
save, p e r h a p s , pa r t s of h is o t h e r wri t ings, n o t a b l y t h e c los ing 
c h a p t e r s of " P r o g r e s s a n d P o v e r t y " — b u t it h a s t h a t pur i -
fy ing a n d e leva t ing effect o n its r e a d e r s t h a t c a n on ly b e 
a r o u s e d by t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n of a g rea t m o r a l i d e a l — a n idea l 
t o live for , t o work for, a n d , if necessa ry , t o d ie for. 

* * * 

A s t h e g r e a t A m e r i c a n d e m o c r a t i c s t a t e s m a n , Wi l l i am J . 
B r y a n r ecen t l y exp re s sed i t : — " I t is idea l s t h a t win cam-
p a i g n s . " W h a t is w a n t e d to-day in G r e a t Br i t a in as in 
A m e r i c a , is, i n d e e d , t h e ra is ing of t h e pol i t ica l idea l . " A n d 
t h i s is t h e m a n i f e s t d u t y a n d mos t neces sa ry work of d e m o -
c r a t s in every pa r t of t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g wor ld . 

* * * 

T h e idea l of t h e p reva i l ing I m p e r i a l i s m , b a s e d as it is o n 
c lass pr iv i leges a n d c lass d o m i n i o n , is t h e exp lo i t a t ion a n d 
e n s l a v e m e n t of o the r s . T h e idea l of D e m o c r a c y , b a s e d as 
it is o n socia l jus t ice , is t h e r e c o g n i t i o n a n d t h e r e s p e c t i n g 
of t h e r igh t s of o thers . 

* * * 

T h i s i dea l h a s b e e n well e x p r e s s e d by Wi l l i am J . B r y a n 
in t h e s a m e s p e e c h in t h e fo l lowing m o s t sugges t ive w o r d s : 

" T h e y tel l m e t h e A n g l o - S a x o n c ivi l i sa t ion has r e a c h e d 
t h e s u m m i t a n d c a n go n o f u r t h e r . I a m g ra t e fu l t o t h e 
A n g l o - S a x o n civi l isa t ion. I t has t a u g h t m a n t o p r o t e c t h is 
o w n r ights , b u t let A m e r i c a n civil izat ion go f u r t h e r a n d 
t e a c h m a n to r e spec t t h e r igh t s of o the r s . T h e y say a m a n 
is grea t w h o w o u l d d ie for his o w n — b e t t e r if h e w o u l d d i e 
r a t h e r t h a n t r e spass o n t h e r ights of o t h e r s . " 

* * * 

S u c h an idea l it m a y b e di f f icul t t o a t t a in t o - d a y ; b u t so 
m u s t b e all idea ls w o r t h y of t h e n a m e . A n d w h o c a n over-
e s t i m a t e t h e v a l u e to na t iona l , as well as ind iv idua l , l ife a n d 
c h a r a c t e r of s u c h an i d e a l — i n fact of a n y wor thy ideal . F o r 
" we m u s t h a v e a n idea l in ou r n a t i o n a l life. I t is t h e 
g rea tes t g i f t o n e m a n c a n b e s t o w o n a n o t h e r . Y o u c a n give 
a m a n food b u t h e will s o o n g row h u n g r y ; give h i m c lo th ing 

a n d it will wear ou t . B u t give h i m an ideal , a n d it will g ive 
h i m a b r o a d e r idea of his r e l a t ions to h is fel lows. W h a t we 
c a n give of va lues is a n idea l tha t will l ift m e n to h i g h e r 
t h i n g s . " I t is s u c h an idea l t h a t we, a c c o r d i n g to o u r 
powers , e n d e a v o u r m o n t h l y to p lace b e f o r e ou r readers . 

* * * 

T h e m a n a g e r of t h e " C a n a d i a n S ing le T a x e r " wri tes : 
" O u r a d v e r t i s e m e n t in Land. Values is m o s t successfu l . 
W e h a v e h a d n u m e r o u s r e q u e s t s for s a m p l e cop ies , a n d o n e 
e n t h u s i a s t sen t us a c lub of t en . W e even h a d a n e n q u i r y 
f r o m a f r i end on t h e Pac i f i c coas t of t h e U n i t e d S ta tes w h o 
m e n t i o n e d h e h a d seen t h e a d v e r t i s e m e n t in your p a p e r . 
I h o p e your a d v e r t i s e m e n t in o u r p a p e r is d o i n g you as 
m u c h g o o d . " V e r y sorry, b u t we h a v e only been f a v o u r e d 
wi th o n e subsc r ibe r f r o m our a d v e r t i s e m e n t in t h e " C . S . T . " 

* * * 

L e c t u r i n g o n t h e H o u s i n g Q u e s t i o n at P o r t s m o u t h , 
2 5 / 2 / 0 4 , Mr . L e o n a r d J o r d a n of t h e " E i g h t y C l u b , " sa id it 
h a d b e e n n e g l e c t e d in a large m e a s u r e b y t h e s t a t e s m e n of 
t h e past . I t m u s t of necess i ty r evo lu t ion i se t h e sys t em of 
l a n d taxa t ion . H e no t i ced t h a t in P o r t s m o u t h they h a d , in 
a d d i t i o n to a H o u s i n g C o m m i t t e e , a S ingle T a x U n i o n . 
T h e S ingle T a x w a s d e e p l y e m b e d d e d a t t h e roo t of t h e 
H o u s i n g P r o b l e m , as they w o u l d h a v e to t a k e p e r e m p t o r y 
m e a s u r e s t h a t t h e l a n d s h o u l d no t be d e n i e d t h e p e o p l e or 
t h e munic ipa l i ty . T h e t axa t ion of l and va lues wou ld grea t ly 
fac i l i ta te t h e so lu t ion of t h e p r o b l e m , as t h e p r e s e n t r a t i n g 
sys t em largely pena l i s ed t h e i m p r o v e m e n t of p roper ty . 

* * # 

C o u n c i l l o r H . I . E v a n s h a s given an o b j e c t l esson in t h e 
diff icul t ies of t h e C o r p o r a t i o n in r ega rd to h o u s i n g r e f o r m . 
W h e n t h e Smi th ' s - l ane i m p r o v e m e n t was u n d e r t a k e n a 
ce r t a in por t ion of t h e p rope r ty r equ i r ed was v a l u e d at ^ 3 0 0 ; 
b u t t h e o w n e r d e m a n d e d . £ 8 0 0 . R a t h e r t h a n go to 
a rb i t r a t i on t h e C o r p o r a t i o n of fe red . £ 4 0 0 , which t h e o w n e r 
d e c l i n e d to accep t . T h e n a n a rb i t r a to r was ca l led in a n d 
t h e va lue of t h e p r o p e r t y fixed at , £ 4 1 3 . A s th is was ^ 1 3 
in excess of t h e first offer of t h e C o r p o r a t i o n , t h e la t te r h a d 
t o pay all t h e costs , i n c l u d i n g t h e a rb i t r a to r ' s fee of . £ 1 3 0 , 
a n d w h e n t h e bil ls were finally se t t led it was f o u n d t h a t t h e 
t o w n h a d h a d to pay , £ 7 0 0 fo r p r o p e r t y a d m i t t e d l y w o r t h 
n o m o r e t h a n . £ 4 1 3 . I s it t o b e w o n d e r e d at, t h e r e f o r e , 
t h a t t h e C o r p o r a t i o n hes i t a t e b e f o r e e m b a r k i n g u p o n 
a n o t h e r s c h e m e of s lum c l e a r a n c e ? — ( P o r t s m o u t h ) Evening 
News, 2 6 / 2 / 0 4 . 

RURAL OVERCROWDING. 

THERE is t o o o f t e n a t e n d e n c y to a s s u m e t h a t o v e r c r o w d i n g 
is an evil pecu l i a r t o large towns . As a m a t t e r of fac t , it is 
q u i t e as c o m m o n in a g rea t m a n y smal l vil lages. S h e r b u r n , 
fo r example , is a vil lage o u t s i d e S c a r b o r o u g h , a n d t h e 
m e d i c a l officer of hea l th s t a t ed t h a t o u t of 141 o c c u p i e d 
houses , 38 were of on ly two r o o m s . I n s o m e of t h e s e h o u s e s 
seven , e ight , a n d n i n e p e r s o n s were us ing t h e on ly b e d r o o m , 
a n d in o t h e r s m a l e adu l t r e l a t ions were t a k e n in as l odge r s , 
whi le at M i c h a e l m a s g rown-up sons a n d d a u g h t e r s r e t u r n e d 
for a shor t t i m e t o inc rease t h e c r o w d i n g of t h e a l r e a d y 
fu l ly -occup ied r o o m s . I t is d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r a r e m e d y is 
no t even m o r e diff icult t o d i scover in t h e vil lages t h a n in 
t h e towns , o n a c c o u n t of t h e s l ender r e sou rce s of t h e f o r m e r . 
A n i m p o r t a n t ques t i on , too, is w h e t h e r l ack of a c c o m m o d a -
t i on h a s no t a g rea t dea l t o d o with ru ra l d e p o p u l a t i o n . — 
Glasgow Evening News. 

T h e h o u s i n g q u e s t i o n in t o w n a n d c o u n t r y is s imply o n e 
of pover ty , a n d t h e s a m e r e m e d y — t h e t axa t ion of l a n d 
va lues—wi l l suff ice for b o t h . I t will lower ren t s , l essen 
r a t e s , a n d ra ise w a g e s at t h e e x p e n s e of m o n o p o l y , r en t , a n d 
o u t of i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i o n b y t h e f ree r acces s to l and . 



April, 1904. Land Values. 1 6 7 

PARLIAMENT AND T H E T A X A T I O N OF 
LAND VALUES. 

A Majority of 67. 

R e p o r t o f D e b a t e a n a D i v i s i o n L i s t . 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, F r iday , n t h M a r c h , 1904. 

T h e S p e a k e r t ook t h e cha i r a t 12 o ' c lock . 

Land Values (Assessment and Rating) Bill. 
M r . T r e v e l y a n (York , W . R . , E l l a n d ) on l i s ing to m o v e 

t h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g of th i s Bill, said t ha t in p rev ious years 
t h e r e h a d b e e n s o m e official effor t on t h e par t of t h e G o v e r n -
m e n t to d e f e a t m e a s u r e s dea l i ng with this sub jec t . Bu t th i s 
yea r un l e s s t he G o v e r n m e n t de l ibe ra te ly ins i s ted o n a d o p t -
ing a n a t t i t u d e of host i l i ty , t he q u e s t i o n m i g h t b e r e g a r d e d 
as h a v i n g p a s s e d o u t of t he neces sa ry ca t ego ry of pa r ty 
conf l ic t . T h i s Bill was n o t his Bill, it was no t a pa r ty B i l l ; 
b u t it was t h e resul t of t h e de l ibe ra t ions of a c o n f e r e n c e of 
mun ic ipa l i t i e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g 150 local a u t h o r i t i e s ; a n d , as 
far as h e knew, ha rd ly a n y , if any , au tho r i t i e s h a d m a d e a 
de f in i t e d e c l a r a t i o n aga ins t it. I t was necessa ry , owing t o 
t e c h n i c a l diff icul t ies , t o c o n f i n e t h e Bill to E n g l a n d a n d 
Wales , b u t m u n i c i p a l f ee l ing in S c o t l a n d a n d I r e l a n d was 
as a d v a n c e d as in E n g l a n d . H e d i d n o t ask to-day for t h e 
e n d o r s e m e n t of t h e de ta i l s of t h e Bill. H e h o p e d t h e H o u s e 
w o u l d e n t r u s t o n e of its S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e s to dea l wi th 
t h e c o m p l i c a t i o n s wh ich necessar i ly s u r r o u n d e d th is far-
r e a c h i n g c h a n g e . T h e two u n d e r l y i n g p r inc ip les of t h e 
Bill, to w h i c h h e h o p e d t h e H o u s e wou ld assen t , were tha t 
in t h e c a s e of u n d e v e l o p e d p rope r ty t h e rea l sel l ing va lue 
of t h e l a n d s h o u l d b e t h e basis of t axa t ion , a n d tha t l and 
va lues w e r e a p r o p e r s u b j e c t of s e p a r a t e ra t ing f rom bu i ld -
ings a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s . T h e m a i n f ea tu re s of t h e Bill 
c o i n c i d e d with t h o s e of last year ' s Bill, b r o u g h t fo rward b y 
t h e h o n . m e m b e r for C a m b e r w e l l . I n bo th t h e s a m e pe r son 
w o u l d pay t h e ra tes as n o w ; in n e i t h e r was it p r o p o s e d to 
b reak ex i s t ing con t rac t s , o r t o i n t e r f e r e in any s u d d e n or 
d i s t u r b i n g way with t h e h u m b l e inves tor in g r o u n d - r e n t s ; 
b u t in t h e c a s e of n e w leases t h e l a n d r a t e wou ld b e de-
d u c t i b l e f r o m t h e r e n t . But t h e r e were s o m e d i f f e r ences 
b e t w e e n t h e two Bil ls . T h e Bill -of t h e m e m b e r for C a m -
berwel l p r o p o s e d t h e levy ing o n all p roper t i e s , in relief of 
t h e ex i s t ing ra tes , of a n en t i re ly new b u t l im i t ed ra te , t o t h e 
inc rease of wh ich t h e p r o m o t e r s of t h e m e a s u r e l o o k e d 
fo rward w h e n p u b l i c o p i n i o n r i p e n e d . T h e tax on u n o c c u p i e d 
l a n d in t h e first i n s t a n c e w o u l d h a v e b e e n smal l , a n d wou ld 
no t h a v e b e e n a r a l e in a c c o r d a n c e with t h e va lue of t h e 
u n o c c u p i e d p r o p e r t y in t h e ou t sk i r t s of t h e towns . T h e 
p r e s e n t Bill p r o p o s e d t o t ax u n o c c u p i e d l a n d t o t h e e x t e n t 
of t h e fu l l c u r r e n t r a t e o n its rea l value, t h e a n n u a l va lue 
b e i n g t a k e n as a bas i s a n d r e c k o n e d as 3 pe r c e n t , of t h e 
sel l ing va lue . T h i s w o u l d b e a very s u b s t a n t i a l i nc r ea se of 
t axa t i on w h e r e l a n d was h e l d o u t of u se aga ins t t h e p u b l i c 
in te res t , a n d a g rea t e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o bu i ld ing . W h e r e 
l a n d h a d b e e n c o n s i d e r a b l y d e v e l o p e d a n d t h e p r e s e n t 
a s s e s s m e n t was g rea t e r t h a n t h e n e w l a n d va lua t ion , t h e r e 
wou ld n o t b e a n e w ra te a t p r e sen t , as p r o p o s e d by t h e Bill. 
T h e relief t o ex is t ing r a t e s in s u c h p rope r t i e s w o u l d d e p e n d 
o n t h e a m o u n t of l a n d w h i c h was a l l owed to b e d e v e l o p e d , 
b u t h a d h i t h e r t o e s c a p e d t a x a t i c n in t h e a r e a of t h e ra t ing 
a u t h o r i t y in t h e ou t sk i r t s of t h e town. R e v e r t i n g t o t h e 
p r inc ip l e s of t h e Bill, h e sa id h e was r a t h e r u n c e r t a i n how 
m u c h o p p o s i t i o n t h e r e was to t h e t a x a t i o n of o c c u p i e d l and . 
T h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d , w h o h a d 
n o t s h o w n h imse l f f r i end ly t o s u c h legis la t ion , s p e a k i n g t h e 
o t h e r d a y t o a d e p u t a t i o n of munic ipa l i t i e s , d i d n o t a l t oge the r 
t h r o w c o l d wate r o n t h e p roposa l t o tax u n o c c u p i e d l a n d . 
S o m e in t e r e s t i ng i n s t a n c e s of t he p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n of t h ings 
h a d k e e n g iven in t h e d e b a t e s o f va r ious c o r p o r a t i o n s . 
T h e r e were , for e x a m p l e , f o u r e s t a t e s in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
of B r a d f o r d which h a d , a t a r e a s o n a b l e ca l cu la t ion , a va lue 
of u p w a r d s of , £ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ; whe reas t h e ra tes o n t h e s e 
e s t a t e s on ly a m o u n t e d t o . £ 7 6 1 . A n a l m o s t m o r e i m p o r t a n t 

effect of t h e p r o p o s a l t h a n t h e i nc r ea sed r a t eab l e v a l u ; of 
t owns w o u l d b e t h e c o m p u l s i o n o n l a n d l o r d s to b r i n g the i r 
l and in to use. ( H e a r , hea r . ) I t was sa id t h a t t h e Bill 
would des t roy wha t were ca l l ed g a r d e n s t r e e t s ; b u t o n t ha t 
po in t h e wou ld po in t o u t t h a t in G e r m a n y munic ipa l i t i e s h a d 
a d o p t e d t h e p rac t i ce of r egu la t ing t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of the i r 
towns. T h e y laid it d o w n t h a t in o n e d is t r ic t t h e r e s h o u l d 
b e g a r d e n h o u s e s a n d in a n o t h e r c loser bu i ld ings for t h e 
work ing classes. H e t h o u g h t t ha t was t h e way to m e e t th is 
diff icul ty. T h e mun ic ipa l i t i e s s h o u l d dea l with t h e deve lop -
m e n t of the i r towns . A n o t h e r a r g u m e n t aga ins t t h e p r o p o s a l 
was t ha t t h e p roces s of o b t a i n i n g a s e p a r a t e a s s e s s m e n t of 
l and va lues wou ld b e u n b u s i n e s s l i k e , if no t imposs ib l e . B u t 
it h a d no t b e e n f o u n d i m p o s s i b l e in o t h e r c o m m u n i t i e s . 
( H e a r , hea r . ) I t was a t work in Q u e e n s l a n d a n d N e w 
Z e a l a n d , a n d in t h e last year o r two a l a n d va lua t ion of t h e 
whole of N e w Y o r k h a d b e e n m a d e ; whi le in Pa r i s , w h e r e 
a c o m m i t t e e of a s s e s s m e n t was a p p o i n t e d in 1898 , t h e 
a s s e s s m e n t of t h e cap i ta l v a l u e of t h e who le of t h e l a n d in 
t h e city was finished in t h e c o u r s e of two years . I n P russ i a , 
t oo , wi th in t h e last few yea r s a tax o n t h e cap i t a l v a l u e of 
l and , i n c l u d i n g u n d e v e l o p e d l and , h a d b e e n s u b m i t t e d , a n d 
n o less t h a n 67 towns a n d 56 u r b a n a u t h o r i t i e s h a d a d o p t e d 
t h e p r o p o s a l (hear , hea r ) . It was a s se r t ed tha t s u c h a tax 
wou ld b e e x p e n s i v e a n d diff icul t to car ry ou t , b u t t h e resu l t s 
o b t a i n e d in d i f fe ren t t o w n s in G e r m a n y w h e r e it h a d b e e n 
a d o p t e d s h o w e d t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s of l a n d o w n e r s to t h e ra tes 
h a d largely i nc reased , t ha t they h a d b e c o m e m u c h m o r e 
a n x i o u s t o sell, a n d t ha t b u i l d i n g h a d , t he re fo re , b e e n con-
s iderab ly s t i m u l a t e d (hea r , hea r ) . O n e of t h e g r e a t o b j e c t s 
of t h e s e p a r a t e a s s e s s m e n t of l a n d va lue s was to d e m o n s t r a t e 
a n e w sort of t axa t ion in rel ief of b u i l d i n g a n d i m p r o v e m e n t . 
At p r e s e n t t h e r e m i g h t b e s t a n d i n g in t h e s a m e r a t e b o o k 
two p rope r t i e s of t h e va lue of ^ 2 5 0 . T h e l a n d v a l u e of t h e 
first, s i t u a t e d in t h e c e n t r e of t h e t o w n , wou ld be , p e r h a p s , 
. £ 1 5 0 . T h e o t h e r , £ 1 0 0 w o u l d r e p r e s e n t , r ough ly , t h e 
e x p e n d i t u r e of cap i ta l on t h e i m p r o v e m e n t of t he l a n d . T h e 
s e c o n d p r o p e r t y m i g h t b e a mill o r a s h o p , in t h e case of 
wh ich t h e l a n d va lua t i on was, p e r h a p s , , £ 5 0 . H e r e cap i t a l 
e x p e n d i t u r e w o u l d be r e p r e s e n t e d by , £ 2 0 0 ; yet b o t h pro-
pe r t i e s p a i d t h e s a m e ra tes . W h a t was t h a t b u t pena l i z ing 
i n d u s t r y ? W h a t was t h a t b u t a h o u s e tax ? (hear , hear ) . 
H e h o p e d t he G o v e r n m e n t w o u l d n o t l ook at th is p r o p o s a l 
q u i t e so u n f a v o u r a b l y as t h e y h a d h i t h e r t o d o n e , a n d t h a t 
t hey w o u l d n o t se t the i r f a ce aga ins t t h e g rea t mun ic ipa l i t i e s . 
All t h e la t t e r a s k e d was to b e a l l owed t o m a k e th i s g rea t 
e x p e r i m e n t wi th all t h a t c a u t i o n with w h i c h t h e y were 
a c c u s t o m e d to m o v e (hea r , hea r ) . H e b e g g e d to m o v e t h e 
s e c o n d r e a d i n g of t h e Bill . 

M r . W . R u t h e r f o r d (L ive rpoo l , W e s t D e r b y ) , in s e c o n d i n g 
t h e m o t i o n , sa id t h e Bil l h a d t h e a c t i v e s u p p o r t of all t h e 
la rges t mun ic ipa l i t i e s in E n g l a n d . T h o s e b o d i e s h e l d t h a t 
t h e p r inc ip les of t h e Bil l s imply i n v o l v e d a r e a r r a n g e m e n t 
of exis t ing t axa t i on so a s t o m a k e fair a n d e q u i t a b l e w h a t 
was at p r e s e n t un fa i r a n d i n e q u i t a b l e , a n d d i d n o t invo lve 
a n y new i m p o s t . T h e i n c r e a s e in loca l b u r d e n s in o u r g rea t 
c i t ies of l a te years h a d b e c o m e s i m p l y appal l ing . T h e 
o c c u p i e d h e r e d i t a m e n t was to -day t h e sole c o n t r i b u t o r , a n d 
t h e bas is of c o n t r i b u t i o n was t h e v a l u e of t he h e r e d i t a m e n t 
w h e n let t o a t e n a n t . T h e r e su l t was t ha t all local t axes for 
p u b l i c i m p r o v e m e n t s , all p o o r ra tes , a n d all t ha t pa r t of 
I m p e r i a l t axa t i on which c o n s i s t e d of i n h a b i t e d h o u s e du ty , 
fell exclus ively o n t h e o c c u p i e d h e r e d i t a m e n t . T h e un fa i r 
p a r t was t h a t t h e o w n e r w h o n e g l e c t e d h i s p rope r ty for s o m e 
u l te r ior o b j e c t poss ib ly e s c a p e d t a x a t i o n a l t o g e t h e r (hear , 
hea r ) . H e p u t it as a r e a s o n a b l e p r inc ip l e t h a t every in-
d u c e m e n t s h o u l d b e g iven to e n t e r p r i s e a n d i m p r o v e m e n t . 
L e t t h e m t a k e t h r e e p ieces of l a n d of t h e s a m e size a n d 
f r o n t i n g o n t h e s a m e s t ree t . O n t h e first t h e owner bu i l t t o 
t h e v a l u e of , £ 2 , 0 0 0 , on t h e s e c o n d t h e o w n e r bui l t to t h e 
v a l u e of , £ 5 0 0 , a n d on t h e t h i rd t h e o w n e r d i d no t b u i l d a t 
al l , a n d h i s l a n d was o c c u p i e d as a depos i to ry for d e a d ca t s 
a n d o ld t ins . I n s u c h a case t h e C o r p o r a t i o n of L i v e r p o o l 
m a d e t h e r o a d in to a fine s t ree t , all t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s b e i n g 
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ef fec ted a t t h e pub l i c expense . E a c h of t hese p ieces of l and 
was equal ly bene f i t ed by t h e genera l out lay u n d e r t he im-
p r o v e m e n t s c h e m e . E a c h c o n t a i n e d 500 squa re yards 
wor th a b o u t £ 3 t he squa re yard . T h e resul t was tha t on 
p lo t N o . 1 t h e bu i ld ings raised t h e va lua t ion f r o m . £ 1 , 5 0 0 
t o £ 3 , 5 0 0 . P lo t N o . 2 was increased in va lue to , £ 2 , 0 0 0 . 
P lo t N o . 3 r ema in ing unbu i l t u p o n c o n t i n u e d to b e va lued 
at £ 1 , 5 0 0 . T h e owner of plot N o . 1 was a m a n of enter-
pr ise . H e h a d d o n e s o m e t h i n g for his city a n d dese rved 
s o m e cons ide ra t ion a n d even s o m e favour at t h e h a n d s of 
his fellow-citizens. But of the taxa t ion fal l ing on these 
t h r e e p ieces of l and h e h a d t o pay seven-eighths . T h e 
owner of plot N o . 2 pa id one-e ighth , a n d t h e th i rd e scaped 
a l together . A n y t h i n g m o r e unfa i r , un jus t , or con t ra ry to 
publ ic policy cou ld hard ly be imag ined t h a n th i s cond i t ion 
of affairs which he h a d thus v e n t u r e d to de sc r ibe f rom 
persona l exper i ence (cheers) . I n t h e case of city s lums t he 
presen t taxa t ion was trifling, bu t t h e sites of t hese s lums 
were ex t remely valuable , a n d b e c a m e m o r e a n d m o r e difficult 
to acqu i r e by sani tary c o m m i t t e e s ; a n d w h e n t he si te of 
o n e s lum was acqu i red a n d rebui l t u p o n t h e site of o ther 
s lums was improved in value at t he expense of t he city 
general ly . T h e grea tes t a n d a m o s t un fa i r p ropor t ion of 
taxat ion was c o n t r i b u t e d by t he fully i m p r o v e d proper ty 
u n d e r t he p resen t sys tem, a n d tha t p roper ty at t he s a m e 
t ime ga ined less in c o m p a r a t i v e va lue later on t h a n t he pro-
per ty he ld back . T h i s Bill was n o t an in te r fe rence with 
any exist ing con t rac t . N o r was it to be r ega rded as suggest-
ing a new tax u p o n l and lo rds . I t sugges ted a con t r ibu t ion 
by the specu la to r in co rne r lots who was ho ld ing his l and 
for a rise. I t would b e a tax on neglect , on s tupidi ty , a n d 
on t he want of en terpr i se . T h e Bill wou ld not increase 
taxat ion. T h e basis of t axa t ion would be m a d e fair, a n d 
those would be b rough t in to c o n t r i b u t e to t h e taxa t ion who 
at p r e sen t unfa i r ly e scaped . 

Mr . C r i p p s (Lancash i r e , S t re t fo rd) h a d on t h e paper a 
not ice of an a m e n d m e n t — 

" T h a t no c h a n g e in t h e i nc idence of local t axa t ion will 
b e sat isfactory which d o t s no t r ecogn i se t h e unfa i rness of 
t h e exis t ing charges a n d m a k e f u r t h e r provis ion for t he 
equ i tab le con t r ibu t ion of all k inds of p rope r ty to such 
taxa t ion ." 

" H e said t he p ropos i t ion that l a n d o u g h t to b e assessed 
at its bene f i t ed value by local e x p e n d i t u r e was t r ue of pro-
per ty of every k ind . H e would not , however give an in-
d u c e m e n t t o t h e l and specu la tor to t ake u p sites be fo re they 
c a m e natura l ly in to t he m a r k e t , a n d overcrowd t h e m in his 
own in teres t . H e p re fe r red ra t ing on t h e a n n u a l ren ta l to 
t he assessment , as in s o m e of t h e foreign cit ies re fer red to, 
of site va lues at their capi ta l value. T h e p rope r pr inc ip le of 
ra t ing was to raise t he r a t e in re la t ion to t he benef i t which 
t h e ra tepayer received. I t would b e m o n s t r o u s to suggest 
t h a t t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r or s h o p k e e p e r shou ld b e r a t ed o n t he 
capi ta l inves ted in bus inesses wh ich were no t p rov id ing a 
profi t on tha t a m o u n t of capi ta l . A fictitious b u r d e n which 
shou ld no t be pu t on o n e class of p rope r ty ough t not to b e 
pu t u p o n ano the r . E v e r y class of p rope r ty ough t to b e 
b rough t in to rat ing o n t h e s a m e basis. I f a 3 per cent , 
basis were t aken for t h e cap i ta l i sed va lue of agr icul tura l l a n d 
it would a d d to an a l r eady too heavy b u r d e n on such pro-
per ty in connec t i on wi th local rates . All these site values 
were p roper ly r a t ed on t h e basis of a n n u a l value . A vast 
n u m b e r of t h e b u r d e n s now p u t on local t axa t ion were 
proper ly inc iden t to popu la t ion , a n d h a d no th ing to d o with 
l and at all. T h e a m e n d m e n t h e p r o p o s e d involved t he 
propos i t ion t h a t t h e s e ma t t e r s cou ld never be pu t r ight while 
local f u n d s were c h a r g e d with b u r d e n s tha t ought to b e 
b o r n e by t h e na t iona l e x c h e q u e r , a n d h e m o v e d t he a m e n d -
m e n t of which he h a d g iven not ice . 

Mr . R e m n a n t (F insbu ry , H o l b o r n ) s e c o n d e d t h e a m e n d -
m e n t . H e d i f fered p r o f o u n d l y f r o m all the provis ions of 
t h e Bill. T h e root fal lacy unde r ly ing t he Bill was that it 
t a p p e d a new source of r evenue . 

Sir A. Rol l i t ( Is l ington, S.) said h e h o p e d t he P r e s i d e n t 
of the Loca l G o v e r n m e n t B o a r d would allow the Bill to go 
i n to C o m m i t t e e , where t h e points wh ich a lone, appa ren t ly , 
were d i spu ted could be d iscussed, a n d that , at any ra te , t he 
G o v e r n m e n t would not t rea t this as a par ty ques t i on , b u t 
wou ld leave t h e mat te r o p e n to their suppor te rs . N e i t h e r 
polit ically nor municipal ly was this a pa r ty ques t ion . T h a t 
was shown by t he resolut ion which was u n a n i m o u s l y a d o p t e d 
by t he Associa t ion of Mun ic ipa l Corpora t ions , which in-
c l u d e d all t he county , a n d nearly every o n e of t h e non-
coun ty , boroughs , a n d con ta ined m e n of all part ies . T h e 
resolut ion was in these t e rms " T h a t it is u rgen t to p rov ide 
s o m e m e a n s by which owners of land , whe the r o c c u p i e d or 
vacant , shall con t r ibu t e directly to local r evenue . " T h a t 
expressed, in o n e sen tence , t h e m a i n ob jec t of the Bill. T h e 
Bill showed a real respec t for exist ing cont rac ts , b u t t he 
Associa t ion t h o u g h t there migh t b e s o m e m o r e sa feguards 
i n t r o d u c e d in th is respect . T h a t was a ma t t e r for Com-
mi t tee . T h e pr incip le of the Bill was v a l u a t i o n ; a n d h e 
fa i led to see how valuat ion, if proper ly c o n d u c t e d , would 
give a fictitious value to l and as was sugges ted by t he hon . 
a n d learned m e m b e r for St re t ford . H e warned t he H o u s e 
against t he specious, bu t de lus ive a n d dilatory, a m e n d m e n t 
which h a d been moved . T h e hon . a n d l ea rned m e m b e r for 
S t re t fo rd a sked t he H o u s e to wait till the genera l sub jec t 
of local taxa t ion could b e deal t with. H i s answer t o t ha t 
was that that would b e a long t ime coming , b o t h as to repor t 
a n d act ion. Still less, h e though t , o u g h t they to await t he 
t i m e of t h e taxa t ion of pe rsona l p roper ty . H e t h o u g h t the re 
was an u n a n s w e r a b l e case in favour of t he measure , t he 
pr inc ip le of which, t h o u g h the re were po in t s on wh ich t he 
munic ipa l i t i es were d iv ided , c o m m e n d e d itself to t hose who 
h a d t he responsibi l i ty of dea l ing with local gove rnmen t , a n d 
who sought to be a ided by p rope r provis ion of local taxat ion 
(cheers) . 

Mr. Kea r l ey ( D e v o n p o r t ) suppo r t ed t h e Bill. H e said t he 
existing s ta te of t he l and laws e n c o u r a g e d the h o a r d i n g of 
l and , a n d h a d b e e n respons ib le for b r ing ing abou t t h e evil 
of overcrowding. A b o u t a cen tu ry ago D e v e n p o r t was a 
rura l village. W h e n the G o v e r n m e n t buil t docks a n d works 
the re t he p lace began to grow. B u t t h e whole of t h e l and 
was t he p roper ty of o n e owner , a n d h e h e l d it u p against 
t he c o m m u n i t y , so tha t unt i l t en years ago the re was not a 
f reehold t e n u r e in the whole place, apa r t f r o m cer ta in l ands 
be longing to t h e G o v e r n m e n t . A n ex t raord inary system of 
leases for th ree lives prevai led, resul t ing in great uncer ta in ty 
of t enure . E igh t or ten years ago, owing to publ ic pressure , 
t he manor ia l lord c o n s e n t e d as a b o o n to sell to t h e com-
m u n i t y two acres of land, for which h e d e m a n d e d . £ 1 , 2 0 0 
an acre. T h e in ju r ious cond i t i ons of t e n u r e h a d p r o d u c e d 
overcrowding, which, t h o u g h m u c h bu i ld ing h a d g o n e o n 
lately, still c o n t i n u e d . H e rega rded this Bill as t h e first 
s t ep t owards solving t he hous ing p rob lem. 

Mr . F ie ld (Dubl in , St. Pa t r ick) a s k e d t he p r o m o t e r s of 
t he Bill to e x t e n d it to I r e l a n d . 

Mr. M . W . Rid ley (Sta lybr idge) said it was p roposed by 
t he Bill to dea l with what was d e e m e d to b e t he u n e q u a l 
i nc idence of t h e rates, b u t h e would like to see s o m e t h i n g 
m o r e def in i te to show whe the r t he p r o m o t e r s of t h e Bill 
t h o u g h t t h e ra tes ough t to fall on t h e occupier or o n t he 
landlord . If t he in ten t ion was to m a k e t he l and lo rd pay 
more , why d id no t the Bill say so m o r e defini tely ? More-
over, if tha t was the in ten t ion , no provis ion was m a d e for 
the increased represen ta t ion of t he l and lo rd o n t h e ra t ing 
author i ty . H e could no t vote for a Bill which , in a t t emp t -
ing to carry ou t a pr inciple which h e be l ieved to b e wrong, 
d id no t even d o that proper ly , bu t c o n t a i n e d in itself such 
absurd i t i es a n d inconsis tencies as t o m a k e it absolu te ly 
unworkab le . 

Mr . Asqu i th (Fife, E . ) said t he fact t ha t his hon . f r i end 
who i n t r o d u c e d the Bill h a d b e h i n d h im 200 of t h e great 
u r b a n represen ta t ive au thor i t i e s was a very i m p o r t a n t fact 
in itself, as showing t he genera l t e n d e n c y of o p i n i o n ; a n d 
h e though t it was still m o r e i m p o r t a n t f rom the pract ical 
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point of view, because it m e a n t that if the Bill was carried 
it would have b e h i n d it, not t h e re luc tant consent , but t he 
hear ty goodwill of the very author i t ies on whose co-operat ion 
they m u s t d e p e n d for carrying it into effect (hear, hear). As 
he u n d e r s t o o d the Bill it e m b o d i e d two proposi t ions . T h e 
first was tha t all l and ought to be rated at its real value, and 
the s e c o n d was tha t for t he pu rpose of carrying that ob jec t 
into effect there mus t b e a separa te assessment of the land 
a n d of t he building';. As regarded the first proposi t ion, he 
d id not bel ieve that the re was any real d i spu te a m o n g them. 
I t res ted on the s implest principles both of jus t ice and of 
policy. W i t h o u t going in to the ques t ion of u n e a r n e d incre-
ment , h e would take t he ordinary case where a c o m m u n i t y 
e x p e n d e d money out of its own resources , a n d therefore at 
t he cost of the rates, for the pu rpose of a publ ic improve-
m e n t — t h e crea t ion of a new street, the provision of an open 
sp ice , a tunne l f rom o n e side of a river to another , or o n e 
of t he h u n d r e d different objects by which a governing body 
improved t he cond i t ions of life. T h a t improvemen t involved 
an a n n u a l b u r d e n on t he rates. T h e effect was to increase 
t he value, in n ine cases out of ten, of all l and a d j a c e n t to, 
or wi thin t he sphere of inf luence of t he improvemen t itself. 
W h e n vacant land was requi red for a publ ic purpose , then , 
a l though it h a d not pa id any equivalent port ion of the rating 
b u r d e n for its e n h a n c e m e n t of value, the c o m m u n i t y had to 
acqu i re it on t he basis of its e n h a n c e d capi tal value. So 
long as t he l andowner could thus obtain an e n h a n c e d value 
for his l and when requ i red by t he communi ty without con-
t r ibu t ing any th ing to t he cost of its e n h a n c e m e n t they had a 
case of plain a n d indefens ib le injust ice. H e under s tood 
the hon. m e m b e r for t he Stretford Division to have admi t t ed 
the practicabil i ty of separa te rating. In New Zealand the 
law al lowed an opt ion to municipal i t ies in this mat ter , a n d 
no fewer t h a n 50 h a d exercised the opt ion, a n d only n ine 
h a d re fused . I n the L o n d o n s u b u r b of F inchley an hones t 
a t t e m p t h a d been m a d e with the aid of skilled valuers to see 
how t h e s c h e m e would work out there. T h e present valua-
tion was £ 1 6 0 , 0 0 0 , of which £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 was es t imated as the 
share a t t r ibu tab le to l and separa ted f rom bui ldings and im-
provement s . A careful es t imate had been m a d e of the 
capi tal or selling value of the l and alone. After deduc t ions 
for t he shr inkage which would u n d o u b t e d l y take place in 
the value of the land consequen t on its be ing b rough t into 
rating, a n d af ter a l lowance for all o ther re levant considera-
tions, t he conclus ion arr ived at was that the capi tal or selling 
value of the land of that district would a m o u n t t o £ i , 8 7 4 , o o o . 
T h r e e per cent , on t h a t — t h e figure n a m e d in this Bi l l— 
would m e a n , £ 5 6 , 0 0 0 a year as the actual ra teable value of 
the land. As land at present pa id , £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , this would be 
an add i t ion of , £ 3 6 , 0 0 0 to the annua l ra teable value of t he 
district . T h e resul t , t rans la ted into te rms of rates, would 
be t h i s—tha t whereas t h e ra te at present pa id was 8s. 2d. in 
the p o u n d , the ra te would be r educed to 6s. 3d. A prima 

facie case for t he pract icabil i ty of the s c h e m e having been 
m a d e out , he appea led to the G o v e r n m e n t to allow the Bill 
to be read a second t ime, leaving its detai ls to be examined 
in C o m m i t t e e (cheers) . 

Mr . G r a n t Lawson (York, N . R . , Th i r sk ) , in answer to the 
appeal of the right hon. gen t l eman to give t he Bill a second 
reading, said t he mat te r d id not rest with t he Gove rnmen t , 
which was d isposed to leave it to the decis ion of the H o u s e 
( c h e e r s ) ; bu t t ha t be ing so, he would ven ture to offer a few 
reasons why t he H o u s e should carefully cons ider what it 
would b e doing if it passed t he second read ing (a laugh). 
H e h a d t h e highest respect for t he local author i t ies who h a d 
been q u o t e d ; but a con fe rence of rating au thor i t i e s would 
b e m o r e t han h u m a n if they d id not see some advantages in 
a proposa l which would enab le t h e m to send s o m e of the i r 
increas ing bills t o be paid by a m o r e l imited class of owners. 
T a x col lectors were not the bes t author i t ies to consul t on 
t he pr inciples u p o n which taxes should b e levied. H e dis-
pu t ed t h e similarity of t he N e w Zea land condi t ions in t he 
ma t t e r of separa te assessment . L a n d in the s u b u r b s now 
in occupa t ion of nurse rymen, a l lo tment holders , bu tchers , 

a n d others , a n d ra ted o n t he annua l value for t h e purposes 
for which it was used, would, u n d e r this Bill, be r a t ed at its 
value for a pu rpose for which it was not be ing used . H e 
had hea rd of a ho ld ing in an u rban district let at £ 3 a year 
for grazing. U n d e r this Bill it would be ra ted a t £ 1 5 a 
year. W h a t would h a p p e n to pr iva te gardens a n d to s o m e 
of the ga rdens in t he publ ic squares ? T h e whole of t he 
lungs of ou r big towns would be c h o k e d by this m e t h o d . 
N o m a n cou ld afford to k e e p open spaces in a town if ra ted 
at 3 per cent , on the capi tal value of t he land. T h e evil of 
c rowding houses toge ther would b e intensif ied. T r a d e s 
requi r ing large pieces of g round , such as the t imbe r t rade, 
would have to migra te f rom the u r b a n districts, a n d extra 
costs for carr iage would be p laced on their goods. T h e ren t s 
of houses for workmen would rise enormous ly . A vacant 
plot of l and was the cause of n o direct or indirect charge 
u p o n t he r a t e s ; a n d if t he ne ighbour ing owner w h o built a 
house on his plot had a slight gr ievance in the ma t t e r of 
rates, on t he o ther h a n d t he owner of t he house a n d plot 
h a d t he value of his proper ty increased by t he absence of a 
compe t ing house . L a n d might or might not rise in value 
as bui ld ing developed , b u t the rise was certainly not d u e to 
increase in rates. As t he popu la t ion of a town increased 
proper ty b e c a m e more v a l u a b l e ; bu t so also the shopkeepe r 
d id m o r e business, a n d o the r classes h a d more e m p l o y m e n t ; 
bu t it was not p roposed that they shou ld pay 3 per cen t , on 
t he advan tages they received f rom increase of popu la t ion . 
I t could not be said that a vacant h o u s e involved n o charge 
on t he rates, as was the case with vacan t l a n d ; bu t the 
r emarkab le logic of the Bill would place t he ra te no t u p o n 
the s t ructure , which r equ i red pol ice p ro tec t ion a n d o the r 
services, bu t upon the site, tha t d id not (hear, hear ) . If a 
charge were p laced on empty houses , u n d o u b t e d l y to some 
extent a check would b e p laced on t he willingness of people 
to bui ld houses for the future , a n d rents would b e in pro-
por t ion to t he a d d e d cost . T h e Bill, however, was only a 
part of t h e u l t imate s c h e m e which hon . m e m b e r s oppos i te 
des i red t o see carr ied. T h e r ight hon . gen t l eman said it 
was a modes t , u n a m b i t i o u s start (hear, hear) . B u t this 
annua l measu re d isc losed less a n d less of the m i n d of those 
who were beh ind it, in o rder that t he H o u s e might possibly 
b e induced to accep t t he larger s c h e m e in t ime. H e warned 
his hon. f r iends that o n c e they accep ted a Bill like this they 
would find it very h a r d t o secure a logical foo tho ld which 
should h inder t h e m f rom going still fu r ther down the incline. 
W o u l d r ight hon . gen t l emen oppos i te not only not suppor t 
this Bill but actively oppose t he c a n d i d a t e s of the i r party 
who were p repa red to go beyond its t e rms? ( ironical Opposi-
t ion laughter) . H e sympa th i sed with the desire to relieve 
t he heavy b u r d e n s o n t he ratepayers , b u t in his j u d g m e n t 
they would be m u c h heavier if t h e Bill were a d o p t e d , a n d 
if the local author i t ies were a l lowed to imagine tha t they 
h a d discovered some th ing like a new gold mine. 

Mr. Lawson Wal ton (I^eeds, S.) cha l lenged t he proposi t ion 
of the Par l i amenta ry Secretary of the Loca l G o v e r n m e n t 
Board tha t this was a new pr inc ip le in t he law of rat ing. I n 
pract ice t he l and h a d e scaped b e c a u s e there was no hypo-
thet ical t enan t a n d the re was n o appl ica t ion of a s t anda rd 
of value which h a d been app l i ed to t he subject . Bu t a 
hypothet ica l pu rchase r at o n c e supp l i ed that s t anda rd . T h e 
annua l value of the l and was t he annua l value of t he pr ice 
at which at any m o m e n t a m a n might exchange t he pro-
perty. In answer to t h e ob jec t ion that t he Bill would force 
land p remature ly in to the marke t , he c o n t e n d e d tha t that 
would be an a d v a n t a g e to the c o m m u n i t y . L a n d would be 
m o r e widely held , t he re would b e m o r e owners , a n d greater 
f r eedom in dea l ing with i t ; a n d tha t was m o r e conduc ive 
to t he social advan tage of t he c o m m u n i t y than tha t large 
t racts of unoccup i ed land s h o u l d r ema in in the h a n d s of 
single pe r sons who were sub jec t to n o burden , and who got 
wi thout any con t r ibu t ion all the advan tages which a t t e n d e d 
the d e v e l o p m e n t of t he area. 

Mr. S tock (Liverpool , W a l t o n ) said he had b e e n asked 
by the Mersey Dock a n d H a r b o u r Board to oppose the Bill, 
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a n d h e d i d so b e c a u s e t h e r e q u e s t c o i n c i d e d wi th h i s o p i n i o n 
of t h e p r i n c i p l e of t h e m e a s u r e . 

Sir G . B a r t l e y ( I s l i n g t o n , N . ) sa id h e saw n o t h i n g revo lu -
t i o n a r y in t h e p r o p o s a l t o d i v i d e t h e r a t i n g b e t w e e n t h e l a n d 
a n d t h e b u i l d i n g s . O n t h e con t r a ry , i t was a ve ry c o n s e r v a -
t ive m e a s u r e . M a n y p e o p l e were of o p i n i o n t h a t t h e l a n d 
d i d n o t p a y i ts fa i r s h a r e of t a x a t i o n . H e d i d n o t a g r e e 
a l t o g e t h e r w i th t h a t v i e w ; b u t h e was c e r t a i n l y in f a v o u r of 
r a t i n g t h e l a n d a n d t h e b u i l d i n g s s e p a r a t e l y , a n d , t h e r e f o r e , 
w o u l d v o t e fo r t h e Bill . 

T h e H o u s e d i v i d e d , w h e n t h e n u m b e r s w e r e — 
F o r t h e a m e n d m e n t , . . . . . . . . . 156 
A g a i n t , . . . .... . . . . . . . . . 2 2 3 

M a j o r i t y aga ins t , . . . . . . . . . 67 

T h e a n n o u n c e m e n t of t h e figures w a s r e c e i v e d with 
O p p o s i t i o n c h e e r s . 

T h e Bil l was t h e n r e a d a s e c o n d t i m e . 
M r . T r e v e l y a n t h e n m o v e d t h a t t h e Bil l b e r e f e r r e d to 

t h e S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e o n L a w ; b u t , o b j e c t i o n b e i n g 
t a k e n , t h e d e b a t e s t o o d a d j o u r n e d . 

Campbell-Bannerman, Jones, D B 
Sir II I ones, W 

Carvill, P 

FOR AND AGAINST—FULL DIVISION LIST. 
The Daily News ( L o n d o n ) , 1 4 / 3 / 0 4 , g ives t h e fo l lowing 

a c c o u n t of t h e v o t e : — 
T h e d iv i s ion list s h o w s t h a t n o f ewer t h a n 36 Min i s -

ter ia l i s ts v o t e d for t h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g of M r . T r e v e l y a n ' s 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s Bi l l in t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s on 
F r i d a y e v e n i n g , a n d t h a t n o t a s ing le m e m b e r of t h e 
O p p o s i t i o n w e n t i n t o t h e l o b b y aga in s t it. M e m b e r s , in-
c l u d i n g te l le rs , w e r e d i v i d e d in t h e s e p r o p o r t i o n s : 

For Bill. Against Bill. 
Min i s t e r i a l i s t s , . . . . . . . . . 36 158 
L i b e r a l s a n d N a t i o n a l i s t s , . . . . . . 189 — 

F O R T H E B I L L - 2 2 5 . 
Abraham, W 
Ainsworth, J S 
Allen, C P 
Ambrose, R 
Ashton, T G 
Asquith, H H 
Atherley-Jones, L 
/•Bain, Col. 
/-Baird, J G A 
Barran, R H 
/•Bartley, Sir G 
Bayley, T 
Beaumont, W C B 
Bell, R 
/-Bhownaggree, Sir M 
/•Bignold, A 
Black, A W 
Blake, E 
Boland, J 
U'igg. J 
Broadhurst, I I 
/-Brotherton, E A 
Brunner, Sir J T 
Bryce, J 
Buohanan, T R 
Burke, E Haviland 
Buxton, S 
Caldwell, J 
Cameron, R 
Campbell, J 

Freeman-Thomas, Capt O'Dowd, J 
Fuller, J M F 
Furness, Sir C 
Gladstone, H 
Goddard, D F 
Grant, C 
Grey, Sir E 
Gurdon, Sir W 
Haldane, R B 
Hammond, J 
Harcourt, Sir W 
Harmsworth, R 
Harwood, G 
/-Hatch, E F G 
/"Hay, l ion C 
l l a y d e n , J P 
Hayter, Sir A 
Helme, N W 
Hemphill, C H 
Henderson, A 
Holland, Sir W 
/-Hope, J F 
Hope, J D 
Horniman, F J 
Humphreys-Owen, A 
Hutchinson, Dr C 
Hutton, A E 
Jacoby ,J A 
Johnson, J 
Joicey, Sir J 

O'Kelly, J 
O'Ma) ley, W 
O'Mara, J 
O'Shaughnessy, 1' 
Parrott, W 
Partington, O 
/•Pease, H P 
/-Pemberton, J 
Power, P J 
Price, R J 
Priestley, A 
rRandles, J S 
Rea, R 
Reckitt, II J 
Reddy, M 
Redmond, J 
Redmond, W 
/-Reid, J 
Reid, Sir R 
Roberts, J H 
/-Roberts, S 
Robertson, E 
Robson, W S 
Roche, J 
Roe, Sir T 
/-Rollit, Sir A K 
Rose, C D 
Runciman, VV 
/-Russell, T W 

Cansten, R K 
Channing, F A 
/-Churchill, W S 
Clancy, J J 
rCoghill, D II 
Condon, T J 
Craig, R II 
Cremer, W R 
Crombie, J W 
Crooks, W 
/-Cross, A 
Cullinan, J 
Dalziel, J H 
Davies, A 
Davies, M Vaughan-
Delany, W 
Dewar, J A 
/-Dickson, C S 

Jordan, J 
Joyce, M 
Kearley, H E 
Kilbride, D 
Lambert, G 
/-Lambton, F W 
Langley, B 
/-Laurie, Lieut.-Gen. 
Layland-Barratt, F 
Leese, Sir J 
Leigh, Sir J 
Leng, Sir J 
Levy, M 
Lloyd-George, D 
Lough, T 
/-Lowther, C 
Lundon, W 
Macnamara, Dr 
MacNeill, J S 

/-Dickson-Poynder, Sir J,MacVeagh, J 

225 158 
T h e m a j o r i t y was 67 . B u t it m a y b e n o t i c e d t h a t e v e n if 
t h e 36 Min i s t e r i a l i s t s h a d m e r e l y a b s t a i n e d f r o m t h e d iv is ion 
i n s t e a d of v o t i n g for t h e Bil l t h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g w o u l d h a v e 
b e e n c a r r i e d by t h e p u r e l y O p p o s i t i o n v o t e a l o n e — 1 8 9 t o 
158, a m a j o r i t y of 31. T h a t so m a n y Min i s t e r i a l i s t s s h o u l d 
h a v e g o n e i n t o t h e l o b b y t o v o t e fo r t h e Bil l a f t e r M r . G r a n t 
L a w s o n ' s u n c o m p r o m i s i n g s p e e c h aga in s t it m u s t b e t a k e n 
as s h o w i n g h o w s t r o n g is t h e fee l ing a m o n g m e m b e r s in 
f a v o u r of t h e Bill , a n d t h e r e f o r e of t h e t a x i n g of l a n d va lues . 
T h e p r i n c i p l e a t i ssue b e i n g so i m p o r t a n t , w e give t h e ful l 
d iv is ion list, so t h a t it m a y b e wide ly k n o w n h o w m e m b e r s 
v o t e d . T h e 35 M i n i s t e r i a l i s t s w h o s u p p o r t e d t h e Bi l l a r e 
i n d i c a t e d b y a n i ta l ic ( r ) :— 

Dilke, Sir C 
Dobbie, J 
Donelan, Captain 
Doogan, P C 
Douglas, C M 
Duncan, J II 
Dunn, Sir W 
Edwards, F 
Elibank, Master of 
Ellice, Captain 
Emmott, A 
Esmonde, Sir T 
Evans, Sir F 
rFaber, G D 
Farquharson, Dr 
Ferguson, R C 
Ffrench, I' 
Field, W 
/-Fisher, W II 
Fitzmaurice, Lord 
Flavin, M J 
Flynn, J C 
Foster, Sir M 
Foster, Sir W 

M'Arthur, W 
M'Crae, G 
M'Hugh, P A 
M'Kean, J 
M'Kenna, R 
M'Killop, W 
M'Laren, Sir C 
/•Mitchell, E 
Mooney, J 
Morgan, J L 
Morley, J 
/-Morton, A II 
Murphy, J 
Nannetti, J P 
Nolan, Col, 
Nolan, J 
Norman, II 
Norton, Captain 
O'Brien, J F X 
O'Brien, K 
O'Brien, P 
O'Connor, J 
O'Doherty, W 
O'Donnell, T 

Samuel, H 
Samuel, S M 
/-Sassoon, Sir E 
Schwann, C E 
S h a w , T 
Sheehan, D D 
Sheehy, D 
Sinclair, J 
/-Sloan, T H 
Smith, S 
Soames, A W 
Soares, E J 
Spencer, C R 
Stevenson, F S 
Strachey, Sir E 
Sullivan, D 
/-Taylor, A 
Taylor, T 
Tennant, H 
Thomas, A 
Thomas, Sir A 
Thomas, D A 
Thomson, F W 
Toulmin, G 
z-Tuke, Sir J B 
Wallace, R 
Walton, 1 L 
Walton, J 
Warner, T C 
Wason, E 
Wason, J C 
Weir, J G 
/-Whiteley, H 
Whitley, J H 
Whittaker, T 
Williams, O 
Wilson, F W 
Wilson, J (Durham) 
Woodhouse, Sir J T 
/•Wortley, C B Stuart-
Young, S 
Yoxall, J H 

TELLERS : 
Trevelyan, C P 
/-Rutherford, W 
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Acland-Hood, Sir A 
Agnew, Sir A 
Aird, Sir J 
Allsopp, 6 
Anson, Sir W 
Arnold-Forster, II O 
Arroll, Sir W 
Atkinson, J 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Sir H 
Balcarres, Lord 
Balfour, Captain C 
Balfour, Iv R 
Banbury, Sir F 
Barry, Sir F 
Bathurst, A 
Beach, Sir M H-
Bentinck, Lord II 
Bigwood, J 
Blundell, Colonel 
Bond, E 
Boscawen, A G 
Boulnois, E 
Bowles. Colonel 
Brodrick, St. J 
Burdett-Coutts, W 
Campbell, J A 
Campbell, J II M 
Carson, Sir E H 
Cavendish, V 
Cecil, E 
Chamberlain, A 
Chaplin, H 
Charrington, S 
Clive, Captain 
Coates, E F 
Coddington, Sir W 
Colomb, Sir J 
Cook, Sir F 
Cox, I 

Crossley, Sir S 
Dalkeith, Lord 
Dalrymple, Sir C 
Davenport, W 
Digby, J W 

Fielden, E 
Finlay, Sir R 
Fison, F 
FitzGerald, Sir R P 
Flower, Sir E 
Forster, H 
Fyler, J A 
Gardner, E 
Gore, G Ormsby-
Greene, H D 
Grenfell, W H 
Greville, R 
Hamilton, Marquis of 
Helder, A 
Henderson, Sir A 
Houston, R P 
Howard, J 
Hozier, J 
Hudson, G B 
Hunt, R 
Jeffreys, A F 
Jessel, Captain 
Johnstone, H 
Kennaway, Sir J 
Kenyon, G T 
Kerr, J 
Kimber, II 
King, Sir H S 
Lawson, J G 
Lee, A H 
Lees, Sir E 
Legge, Colonel 
Leveson-Gower, F 
Lockwood, Colonel 
Loder, G 
Long, Colonel 
Long, W 
Lowe, F W 
Lucas, R J 
Maconochie, A W 
Malcolm, I 
Martin, R B 
Maxwell, Sir II E 
Maxwell, W J H 

O'Neill, R T 
Percy, Earl 
Pierpoint, R 
I'ilkington, Colonel 
Plummer, W R 
Powell, Sir F S 
Pretyman, E 
Purvis, R 
Pym, C G 
Rankin, Sir J 
Rasch, Sir F 
Robertson, H 
Robinson, B 
Rolleston, Sir J 
Round, J 
Rutherford, J 
Sadler, Colonel 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col 
Seely, C H 
Seton-Kair, Sir H 
Sharpe, W E 
Simeon, Sir B 
Sinclair, L 
Skewes-Cox, T 
Smilh J P 
Smith, W F D 
Stanley, A 
Stanley, E J 
Stanley, Lord 
Stewart, Sir M 
Stock, J H 
Talbot, Lord E 
Talbot. J G 
Thorburn, Sir W 
Thornton, P M 
Tollemache, H J 
Tomlinson, Sir W 
Valentia, Viscount 
Vincent, Sir H 
Walrond, Sir W 
Warde, Colonel 
Welby, Sir C 
Wharton, J L 
Whitmore, C A 



Williams, Col 
Willox, Sit J 
Wilson, A S 
Wolff, G W 
Wyndham, G 
Wyndham-Quin, Major 

TELLERS: 
Remnant, J F 
Ridley, M 

April, 1904. 

Dimsdale, Sir J Meysey-Thompson, 
Disraeli, C Sir H 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir F Milner, Sir F 
Douglas, A Akers- Molesworth, Sir L 
Duke, H Montagu, G 
Durning-Lawrence, Moon, E R P 

Sir E Mount, W A ' 
Dyke, Sir W Hart Murray, A G 
Egerton, A de Murray, Colonel 
Fellowes, A Nicholson, W 

T h e fo l lowing m e m b e r s were officially r e c o r d e d as 
" p a i r e d " in f avour of t h e B i l l : — 

F e n w i c k , C . Mor ley , C . 
Fowle r , Sir H . S h a c k l e t o n , D . J . 
Mans f i e ld , H . U r e , A l e x a n d e r . 

Mr . H . J . Wi l son is a b s e n t in Alger ia . 
M r . J . K e i r H a r d i e a n d Mr . T h o s . B u r t we re absen t , ill. 
M r . J. W . L o g a n was ill, a n d pr ivate ly " p a i r e d . " 
T h e fo l lowing L i b e r a l m e m b e r s were a b s e n t f r o m t h e 

d iv i s ion a n d no t officially r e c o r d e d as " p a i r e d . " T h e 
n a m e s of t h o s e w h o v o t e d for Dr . M a c n a m a r a ' s Bill last 
yea r a r e p r i n t e d in i talics :— 
Abraham, W (Glam.) Lawson, Sir W Pirie, D V 
Asher, Alex. Lewis, J / / Reed, Sir E J 
Austin, Sir J Mappin, Sir F T Pickett, T Compton 
Barlow, J E Markham, A B Rigg, Richard 
Bolton, T D Mellor, Rt Hon J W Roberts, J Bryn 
Brand, A G Moss, Samuel Scott, C P 
Brown, G M Moulton, J F Shaw, T F C E 
Burns, John Newnes, Sir G Shipman, D 
Cowley, F Nussey, T W Slack, J Ban,ford 
Ellis, J E Palmer, Sir C M Thomas, J A 
Evans, S T Palmer, G W Tillett, L J 
Eve, H T Paulton, J M Tomkinson, James 
Griffith, Ellis J Pearson, Sir W D White, Geo 
Hobhouse, C E H Pease, Joseph A White, Luke 
Kitson, Sir James Perks, R W Whiteley, Geo 
Lctbouchere, H Phillips, J W Wilson, C H 

Land Values. 1 7 1 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 
THE a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t he T y n e s i d e B r a n c h of t h e E n g l i s h 
L e a g u e for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s was he ld in t h e 
M e m o r i a l H a l l , T e m p e r a n c e In s t i t u t e , W e s t g a t e R o a d , 
N e w c a s t l e , S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n , M a r c h 19th. ( A repor t of 
t h e y e a r ' s work h a s b e e n p r i n t ed , cop ies of wh ich c a n b e 
h a d f r o m R i c h a r d B r o w n , Secre ta ry , 33 S t a n t o n St ree t , 
N e w c a s t l e . ) 

M r . J o h n J o h n s o n , M . P . , c o u l d no t b e p r e s e n t o n a c c o u n t 
of in f luenza . L e t t e r s of apo logy were a lso r e a d f rom Sir 
E d w a r d G r e y a n d Mess r s . C . F e n w i c k , W . R u n c i m a n , T . 
B u r t , R . C a m e r o n , J . Wi l son , A. H e n d e r s o n , J . S. G . 
P e m b e r t o n , F . W . L a m b t o n , G . R e n w i c k , a n d H . C r a w f o r d 
S m i t h , M . P . ' s , t h e D e a n of D u r h a m (Dr . K i t c h i n ) , a n d 
M e s s r s . I s a a c Mi tche l l , S. F . M e n d l , J . M . R o b e r t s o n , 
W a l t e r H u d s o n , H u g h Boyle , A. H o w s o n , Mer l in L l o y d , 
a n d K i r t l ey . 

C o u n c i l l o r D a v i d A d a m s , w h o p r e s i d e d , gave , in t h e 
c o u r s e of his r e m a r k s , m a n y local e x a m p l e s of i nc r ea sed 
l a n d va lues owing t o p u b l i c i m p r o v e m e n t s . T h e r e is, h e 
d e c l a r e d , a n a b s o l u t e r ing of l a n d m o n o p o l y a r o u n d t h e 
ci ty j u s t now. I t is o u r d u t y t o b r e a k t ha t r ing . 

MP. Trevelyan in Fighting' Form. 
Mr. C . P . T r e v e l y a n , M . P . , w r o t e : — " A n e w h o p e h a s 

n o w b e e n given to o u r effor ts . I t is r e m a r k a b l e t ha t a 
P a r l i a m e n t wh ich h a s s h o w n s u c h an u n e n v i a b l e p r e e m i n e n c e 
in r e a c t i o n a r y legis la t ion s h o u l d in its d e c l i n i n g days h a v e 
s a n c t i o n e d t h e p r inc ip l e of far t h e g rea te s t e c o n o m i c i m p o r t -
a n c e in t h e p rog re s s of t h e c o m i n g years . 

" S u c h is t h e i r res is t ib le fo rce of t r u t h tha t , h a v i n g b e e n 
f o r t u n a t e in t h e o p p o r t u n i t y for t h r e e success ive years we 
h a v e b y shee r a r g u m e n t e l i m i n a t e d t h e u n r e a s o n i n g p re -
j u d i c e aga ins t l a n d v a l u e t axa t ion , e x c e p t in t h e m i n d s of 
t h e p r e s e n t min i s t e r s a n d the i r m o s t fa i th fu l r ing of 
suppor t e r s , 

" E v e n they d a r e d n o t m a k e it a par ty q u e s t i o n . I f t h e y 
h a d they w o u l d h a v e b e e n d e f e a t e d in n a m e as t h e y h a v e 
b e e n in fact . T h e coa l i t i on of t h e Libera ls , t h e I r i sh , a n d 
m o r e t h a n th i r ty of t h e m o r e p rogress ive a m o n g t h e U n i o n i s t s 
in f a v o u r of t ax ing l a n d va lues is t h e h a p p i e s t a u g u r y fo r o u r 
c a u s e w h e n s o m e G o v e r n m e n t is in power wh ich is no t t h e 
b o n d - s e r v a n t t o pr iv i lege a n d m o n o p o l y in every s p h e r e a n d 
every par t of t h e E m p i r e . " 

A r e so lu t ion was c a r r i e d c o n g r a t u l a t i n g Mr . C. P . T reve l -
yan, p r e s i d e n t of t h e b r a n c h , on h a v i n g c a r r i e d t h e s e c o n d 
r e a d i n g of h i s Bill for t h e a s s e s s m e n t a n d r a t ing of all l a n d 
values, a n d u r g i n g t h e N e w c a s t l e C o r p o r a t i o n a n d al l o t h e r 
local a u t h o r i t i e s to assis t in t h e rea l i sa t ion of t h e p r inc ip le . 

A s e c o n d reso lu t ion r e a d — 
" T h a t t h i s m e e t i n g s t r e n u o u s l y p ro te s t s aga ins t t h e im-

p o r t a t i o n of C h i n e s e s lave l a b o u r i n t o S o u t h A f r i c a at t h e 
b e h e s t of a c o s m o p o l i t a n r ing of R a n d m a g n a t e s . In t h e 
words of t h e minor i ty r epor t of t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n L a b o u r 
C o m m i s s i o n , ' W e des i r e e m p h a t i c a l l y t o s t a t e t h a t t h e 
mine ra l wea l th of t h e T r a n s v a a l is t h e p rope r ty of t h e p e o p l e 
of t h e T r a n s v a a l , b o t h wh i t e a n d c o l o u r e d , a n d n o t of t h e 
fore ign inves tor , w h o is en t i t l ed t o n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n g o o d 
in teres t u p o n t h e cap i t a l h e inves ts . ' " 

T h a t " it shou ld , t he re fo re , b e w o r k e d in t h e in t e res t s of 
t h e p e o p l e of t h e T r a n s v a a l , a n d , in o u r o p i n i o n , th i s is be s t 
s e c u r e d by regu la t ing t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e c o u n t r y by t h e 
c o m b i n e d supp ly of wh i t e a n d A f r i c a n l a b o u r , " a n d by t h e 
t axa t ion of all l and va lues so a s t o p r even t v a l u a b l e l a n d , 
w h e t h e r go ld-bear ing , agr icu l tu ra l , o r any o the r , b e i n g h e l d 
id le t o t h e loss a n d d e t r i m e n t of t h e who le c o m m u n i t y . 

A t h i r d r e so lu t ion c o n d e m n e d t h e gross e x t r a v a g a n c e of 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t , w h i c h h a d s i n c e 1895 i nc r ea sed o u r n o r m a l 
e x p e n d i t u r e by s o m e 50 mil l ions . 

A Fiscal Solution. 
A f o u r t h r e so lu t ion s a i d — T h a t n o sa t i s fac to ry so lu t ion 

of fiscal p r o b l e m s c a n b e a r r ived a t by m e a n s of re ta l ia tory , 
p re fe ren t ia l , o r p r o t e c t i v e tariffs, wh ich wou ld inc rease t h e 
cos t of l iving a n d of p r o d u c t i o n a n d i n j u r e t h e t r a d e a n d 
indus t ry of t h e c o u n t r y . T h a t m i n e r a l r en t s a n d roya l t ies 
a n d o t h e r l a n d va lues a f fo rd a s o u r c e of r e v e n u e which , if 
t a p p e d , w o u l d allow l a b o u r a n d cap i t a l t o b e re l ieved of 
m a n y of the i r p r e s e n t b u r d e n s , a n d , by f ree ing p r o d u c t i o n 
f r o m m o n o p o l i s t i c res t r ic t ions , w o u l d e n a b l e o u r m a n u f a c -
t u r e r s t o c o m p e t e t o g r e a t e r a d v a n t a g e in t he m a r k e t s of t h e 
w o r l d ; a n d t h a t t h e i m p o s i t i o n of t h e exis t ing l a n d tax o n 
p r e s e n t va lues i n s t ead of o n t h e va lues of 1692, a r e f o r m 
a d v o c a t e d by R i c h a r d C o b d e n m o r e t h a n sixty yea r s a g o as 
t h e n e x t s t e p in d e m o c r a t i c finance wou ld p r o v i d e a m p l e 
f u n d s for t h e p a y m e n t of m e m b e r s a n d of e l ec t ion expense s , 
for t h e abo l i t i on of t h e b r eak fa s t - t ab l e du t i e s , fo r o ld a g e 
p e n s i o n s , a n d for t h e repea l of t h e coa l tax a n d t h e suga r 
d u t i e s , e t c . 

Mr . J a m e s V e i t c h ( jo in t h o n . s ec re t a ry ) m o v e d t h e s e four 
r e so lu t ions a s o n e . 

Mr . J . H . W h y t e s e c o n d e d , a n d t h e R e v . A . B. T e b b a n d 
Mr . A r t h u r W i t h y s u p p o r t e d . 

T h e fo l lowing officials were a f t e r w a r d s e l ec t ed : — P r e s i -
d e n t , Mr . C h a r l e s P . T r e v e l y a n , M . P . ; hon . secre ta r ies , 
J a m e s V e i t c h a n d R i c h a r d B r o w n ; h o n . t r easure r , C . E . 
S c h r o e d e r . 

Just Published. 
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" OUR POLICY." 
" W e w o u l d s i m p l y t a k e f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t b e l o n g s 

t o t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s t o l a n d b y t h e 
g r o w t h of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l e a v e s a c r e d t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
a l l t h a t b e l o n g s t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l . " — H e n r y George. 

THE VICTORY IN THE COMMONS. 

In the House of Commons, Friday, n t h March^ 
the second reading of a Bill for the Taxation of 
Land Values, promoted by the Municipalities of 
Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool, and other 
local rating authorities, and introduced by Mr, 
C. P. Trevelyan, M.P. , was carried by a majority 
of 67, the vote being 225 to 158. In another 
column we give a full report of the debate and 
vote. The majority included 36 members of 
the Government side of the House. This marks 
progress. It is freely admitted that had the 
Government not sought refuge by leaving their 
supporters free to vote for or against they would 
have come to grief. The Bill was promoted by 
the principal local rating authorities throughout 
the country; and behind these bodies are the 
ratepayers, enlightened, and determined to see 
the values of land tapped for a contribution to-
wards the cost of local government. The rate-
payers and their representatives at these local 
Boards have come to have a plain every-day 

look at the law of rent. To quote Henry 
George:— 

" T h i s i s t h e l a w : A s i n d i v i d u a l s c o m e t o g e t h e r 
i n c o m m u n i t i e s , a n d s o c i e t y g r o w s , i n t e g r a t i n g 
m o r e a n d m o r e i t s i n d i v i d u a l m e m b e r s , a n d 
m a k i n g g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t s a n d g e n e r a l c o n d i t i o n s 
of m o r e a n d m o r e r e l a t i v e i m p o r t a n c e , t h e r e 
a r i s e s , o v e r a n d a b o v e t h e v a l u e w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l s 
c a n c r e a t e f o r t h e m s e l v e s , a v a l u e w h i c h is 
c r e a t e d b y t h e c o m m u n i t y a s a w h o l e , a n d w h i c h 
a t t a c h i n g t o l a n d , b e c o m e s t a n g i b l e , d e f i n i t e , a n d 
c a p a b l e o f c o m p u t a t i o n a n d a p p r o p r i a t i o n . A s 
s o c i e t y g r o w s , s o g r o w s t h i s v a l u e , w h i c h s p r i n g s 
f r o m a n d r e p r e s e n t s in t a n g i b l e f o r m w h a t s o c i e t y 
a s a w h o l e c o n t r i b u t e s t o p r o d u c t i o n a s d i s t i n -
g u i s h e d f r o m w h a t i s c o n t r i b u t e d b y i n d i v i d u a l 
e x e r t i o n . B y v i r t u e of n a t u r a l l a w i n t h o s e 
a s p e c t s w h i c h i t i s t h e p u r p o s e o f t h e s c i e n c e w e 
c a l l p o l i t i c a l e c o n o m y t o d i s c o v e r , a s i t i s t h e 
p u r p o s e o f t h e s c i e n c e s w h i c h w e c a l l c h e m i s t r y 
a n d a s t r o n o m y t o d i s c o v e r o t h e r a s p e c t s o f 
n a t u r a l l a w , — a l l s o c i a l a d v a n c e n e c e s s a r i l y c o n -
t r i b u t e s t o t h e i n c r e a s e o f t h i s c o m m o n v a l u e , t o 
t h e g r o w t h o f t h i s c o m m o n f u n d . " 

The other and more important phase of the 
question are the ring fences of land speculation 
surrounding every growing town. This is the 
great permanent barrier to municipal expansion. 
The questions of employment, housing, health, 
and all general improvement affecting the social 
condition of the people come to grief daily as the 
necessities of the community meet the boundary 
line of land monopoly. Once the law of rent is 
seen, this inevitable artificial growth of land values, 
which means land speculation, can be readily 
understood. Given a society like ours the value 
of land must keep pace with all public growth 
and development, and in expectation of being 
permitted to appropriate this value the land-
owners will keep desired land out of use at specu-
lative prices. But the question now being asked 
is—why should the landowners be encouraged as 
they are by the present system of raising rates 
and taxes, to thus stand in the way of an ad-
vancing Society ? That question has been 
seriously debated for years by an interested and 
ever-growing public, and the answer to it is 
embodied in the Bill now approved by Parlia-
ment. 

There can be no going back. The successful 
issue of the step no longer depends on the 
enthusiasm and limited resources of a mere hand-
ful of informed citizens. The leading agitators 
of the movement to-day are the Corporations of 
the cities of Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool, and 
London. These representative governing bodies 
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have lifted the question out of the field of party 
politics, and their attitude forms the back ground 
—there can be no stronger—for the statesman 
whom we believe is destined soon to establish in 
law the principle of the taxation of land values 
The Bill discussed and voted upon in the 
Commons is not all we would like to have, or 
that the public is entitled to. Like the Glasgow 
bill it leaves still taxation on buildings and im-
provements. W e are not quite sure that that is the 
point of least resistance, while we are quite 
certain that the better plan, which is the one 
adopted in New Zealand, would be to levy all 
local rates on land values and relieve improve-
ments entirely of the burden of local rates. 

A s t h e Daily News r e c e n t l y s t a t e d t h e c a s e : — 

" U p t o t h e p r e s e n t i t h a s b e e n w i d e l y , a n d , 
p e r h a p s r a t h e r h a s t i l y , a s s u m e d t h a t t h e f o r m e r 
m e t h o d w a s t h e a c c e p t e d o n e . I t is b y n o m e a n s 
c l e a r , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e p a r t i a l s c h e m e wi l l a r o u s e 
l e s s o p p o s i t i o n t h a n t h e c o m p l e t e o n e , a n d b e a r -
i n g i n m i n d t h e g r e a t a d v a n t a g e s o f h a v i n g a 
w e l l - d e f i n e d a n d i n t e l l i g i b l e fighting i s s u e a n d 
t h e m a n i f e s t s u p e r i o r i t y o f t h e s i n g l e r a t i n g 
s c h e m e t o t h e c o m p o s i t e o n e , t h e P r o g r e s s i v e 
P a r t y m a y w e l l e l e c t t o p r e s s f o r s i t e v a l u e r a t i n g 
in i t s i n t e g r i t y . " 

A p r i n c i p a l d e f e c t o f t h e B i l l is t h a t i t a p p l i e s o n l y 

t o t h e C o u n t y o f L o n d o n a n d t o B o r o u g h s a n d U r b a n 

D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s in E n g l a n d a n d W a l e s . T h e r e s u l t 

o f s u c h p a r t i a l a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e p r i n c i p l e w i l l b e a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e i m p e t u s t o b u i l d i n g in t h e a r e a s a f f e c t e d , 

w h i l e c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y t h e v a l u e o f t h e l a n d o u t s i d e 

t h e s e a r e a s w i l l r a p i d l y i n c r e a s e . T h e B o r o u g h s a n d 

U r b a n D i s t r i c t s w i l l g e t n o s h a r e in t h i s i n c r e a s e d 

r a t e a b l e v a l u e , a l t h o u g h t h e y h a v e d i r e c t l y c o n t r i b u t e d 

t o i t a t t h e i r o w n e x p e n s e . T h e B i l l , h o w e v e r , p r o -

v i d e s f o r t h e s e p a r a t e v a l u a t i o n o f l a n d f r o m t h e 

v a l u e o f i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d f o r t h e s e p a r a t e r a t i n g o f 

t h e l a n d v a l u e s . 

C o m i n g f r o m t h e r a t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s i t m a y f a i r l y b e 

r e g a r d e d w i t h f a v o u r , e s p e c i a l l y in v i e w of t h e p r e s e n t 

d e n s e C o n s e r v a t i v e m a j o r i t y in P a r l i a m e n t . W i t h a 

m o r e p r o g r e s s i v e H o u s e o f C o m m o n s , w h i c h is m o r e 

t h a n l i k e l y , s o o n e r o r l a t e r , a n d t h e s o o n e r t h e b e t t e r ) 

a m o r e s w e e p i n g m e a s u r e e x t e n d i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e t o 

t h e t e r r i t o r y u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e C o u n t y C o u n c i l s 

m a y b e b r o u g h t f o r w a r d a n d c a r r i e d . M e a n w h i l e a 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e a i m a n d s c o p e o f t h e Bi l l p r o -

v i d e s s o m u c h g o o d d i s c u s s i o n a n d e d u c a t i o n . T h o s e 

w h o s t a n d f o r t h e t a x a t i o n o f l a n d v a l u e s a s t h e first 

n e c e s s a r y s t e p o n t h e w a y t o g e n u i n e i n d u s t r i a l a n d 

s o c i a l p r o g r e s s c a n s u r e l y t a k e c o u r a g e a t t h i s P a r l i a -

m e n t a r y v i c t o r y . I t s h o u l d b e a p o w e r f u l s t i m u l u s t o 

o u r c o - w o r k e r s e v e r y w h e r e t o m a i n t a i n t h e a g i t a t i o n , 

f o r i t m e a n s t h a t o u r c a s e is n o w w e l l o u t in t h e o p e n 

c o u r t o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n — w i t h t h e v e r d i c t in o u r f a v o u r -

Scottish IRotcs ant> "IHews. 
[Scottish readers of Land Values are invited to send news for this 

column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated.] 

T h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e Sco t t i sh S ing le T a x L e a g u e 
will b e h e l d S a t u r d a y , 16 th Apr i l , n o t t h e 9th as s t a t e d in 
las t m o n t h ' s i ssue . 

* * * 

D u r i n g t h e pas t m o n t h M r . H . S. M u r r a y h a s a d d r e s s e d 
t h r e e p u b l i c m e e t i n g s in G o v a n Div i s ion of L a n a r k s h i r e 
u n d e r t h e a u s p i c e s of t h e G o v a n L i b e r a l A s s o c i a t i o n . At 
e a c h of t h e s e h e was a d o p t e d with m u c h spir i t a n d e n t h u s i -
a s m as t h e L ibe ra l c a n d i d a t e t o c o n t e s t t he sea t a t t h e 
genera l e l e c t i o n . T h e r e is a good dea l of work t o b e d o n e 
in t h e c o n s t i t u e n c y . G l a s g o w a n d Dis t r ic t m e m b e r s of t h e 
L e a g u e a r e ea rnes t ly inv i t ed t o j o i n in p r o m o t i n g t h e 
c a n d i d a t e of so t h o r o u g h go ing a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a n 
a d v o c a t e of t h e p r i n c i p l e of t ax ing l a n d values . 

* •» * 

T h e s e c o n d year ' s c o u r s e of l e c t u r e s o n Pol i t ica l E c o n o m y 
at 13 D u n d a s S t r ee t finished W e d n e s d a y , 3 0 t h M a r c h , with 
a l ec tu re by Mr . Re id o n " U t o p i a s . " T h e l ec tu res , a s in 
t h e p rev ious year , d i g g e d d e e p i n t o t h e " d i s m a l s c i e n c e , " 
a n d a l o n g with m u c h g o o d d i s c u s s i o n r a n g e d o v e r t h e 
whole field of e c o n o m i c s . A s a r e su l t a good ly n u m b e r of 
r ec ru i t s h a v e b e e n a d d e d with k n o w l e d g e a n d c o n v i c t i o n to 
t h e r a n k s of t h o s e w h o a r e s t r iv ing for f r e e d o m a n d progress . 

* * * 

M e e t i n g s were a d d r e s s e d last m o n t h b y J o h n O r r at 
B r i d g e t o n C r o s s ( o p e n a i r ) n i n e m e e t i n g s ; G o v a n Cros s 
( o p e n a i r ) n i n e m e e t i n g s ; W m . D . H a m i l t o n a t G o v a n 
C r o s s ( o p e n a i r ) two m e e t i n g s ; J o h n P a u l at Fa lk i rk Y o u n g 
Sco t s (with l a n t e r n views), C a m l a c h i e L ibe ra l A s s o c i a t i o n 
(with l a n t e r n v i e w s ) ; W i n d s o r H a l l L i t e ra ry Soc ie ty (Glas -
gow,wi th l a n t e r n v i e w s ) ; S c o t s t o u n L ibe ra l Assoc ia t ion (wi th 
l a n t e r n v iews) ; B r o x b u r n , Y o u n g Sco t s , T o l l c r o s s ( G l a s g o w ) 
U . I . L . , St . R o l l o x (Glasgow) L i b e r a l A s s o c i a t i o n ; A . 
M ' K e n d r i c k , R e n f i e l d F r e e C h u r c h (Glasgow) L i t e r a r y 
Soc ie ty . 

• « « 

A n open-a i r c a m p a i g n has c o m m e n c e d in t h e B r i d g e t o n 
Divis ion of G la sgow a n d at G o v a n . G l a s g o w m e m b e r s a n d 
f r i e n d s of t h e L e a g u e a r e co rd ia l ly i nv i t ed t o r e p o r t t h e m -
selves a t 13 D u n d a s S t r ee t a s wil l ing t o assist in a n y w a y 
in th is work . 

• * * 

A n eas t of S c o t l a n d c o r r e s p o n d e n t wri tes d i r e c t i n g o u r 
a t t e n t i o n to t h e m i s e r a b l e c o m m e n t of t h e E d i n b u r g h 
Evening Navs, 12 /3 /04 , o n t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s vo te . 
I t was a sor ry p i ece of r ead ing . T h e News b u t a few yea r s 
a g o o n e of t h e f o r e m o s t a n d m o s t b r i l l i an t c h a m p i o n s of t h e 
t axa t ion of l a n d va lues h a s now g o t d o w n to t h e p o s i t i o n of 
a ha l f -hea r t ed , shuf f l ing s u p p o r t e r . B u t t h e m o v e m e n t con -
t i n u e s in its o n w a r d m a r c h . I t s e n e m i e s a r e a b o u t power-
less, in fact t hey c a n on ly h e l p it a l i t t le less t h a n t h o s e w h o 
p ress fo rward with t h e d i s c u s s i o n . 

» » # 

T h e m e m b e r s of t h e L e a g u e w h o f o r e g a t h e r e d at 13 
D u n d a s S t ree t , G la sgow, S a t u r d a y , 12th M a r c h , c e l e b r a t e d 
t h e v ic tory in t h e C o m m o n s t h e p r e c e d i n g day by h o l d i n g 
a n i m p r o m p t u m e e t i n g . R e f r e s h m e n t s were c o m m a n d e e r e d 
f r o m a n e i g h b o u r i n g r e s t a u r a t e u r , a n d M r . B u r t was e l ec t ed 
to t h e cha i r . H e r e f e r r ed t o t h e Bil l a n d t h e r e m a r k a b l e 
v o t e t h e p r e c e d i n g d a y in a very a p p r e c i a t i v e s p ; e c h 
r e m i n i s c e n t of m a n y e v e n t s d u r i n g t h e pas t twen ty years ' 
effort . Mess r s . J o h n Wi l son a n d G e o r g e S t e n h o u s e s a n g 
" L a r b o a r d W a t c h , " a n d M r . W m . Bell (Airdr ie) , cont r i -
b u t e d a p o p u l a r r ead ing . V i c e - P r e s i d e n t W . D. H a m i l t o n 
sa id a few words on t h e work of t h e L e a g u e a n d k i n d r e d 
b o d i e s in b r ing ing t h e q u e s t i o n t o P a r l i a m e n t . I t was a n 
e n j o y a b l e even ing . 
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T h e Glasgow Herald f o u n d s p a c e las t m o n t h for s o m e 
g o o d l e t t e r s o n t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d va lues . A m o n g t h e 
c o n t r i b u t o r s w e r e M i s s M u i r h e a d ( B r i d g e of W e i r ) , W . R . 
L e s t e r , J o h n O r r , J . G . , a n d o n e s i g n e d " A n t i - h u m b u g , " d e a l i n g 
in a t e r se a n d c o n v i n c i n g m a n n e r w i th t h e G l a s g o w T o w n 
C o u n c i l a s a l a n d m o n o p o l i s e r . T h i s l e t t e r was in c r i t i c i sm 
of t h e d e c i s i o n of t h e C o u n c i l o n t h e s u b j e c t , T h u r s d a y , 
1 7 / 3 / ° 4 . 

* * * 

T h e Glasgow Evening News, 2 1 / 3 / 0 4 , c o n t a i n e d a well 
d i r e c t e d l e t t e r t o t h e e d i t o r by " M . G . , " q u o t i n g f r o m t h e a n n u a l 
r e p o r t (1902-3 ) of t h e T o w n C l e r k of W e l l i n g t o n as t o 
t h e g o o d resu l t s t o t ha t t o w n f r o m t h e first y e a r ' s t r ial of 
t ax ing l a n d va lues . T h i s r e p o r t s t a t e s : — " T h e re su l t of 
t h e first yea r ' s s y s t e m of r a t i n g l a n d v a l u e s m u s t b e c o n -
s i d e r e d a g r a t i f y i n g o n e , a n d l eaves n o r o o m fo r r e g r e t at 
i ts a d o p t i o n . T h a t w h i c h was c l a i m e d for it b y its ex-
p o n e n t s h a s b e e n a m p l y fu l f i l l ed . " 

* # # 
M r . J o h n C u r r i e , a G l a s g o w m e m b e r of t h e L e a g u e , 

r e c e n t l y a p p o i n t e d t o a p o s i t i o n of t r u s t in T o r o n t o , 
C a n a d a , h a s d u l y r e p o r t e d h imse l f a t h e a d q u a r t e r s t h e r e . 
T h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e S i n g l e T a x A s s o c i a t i o n ( 1 5 5 B a y 
S t r ee t , T o r o n t o ) wr i t es : — " W e a r e in r e c e i p t of y o u r y o u n g 
f r i e n d . H e c a m e h e r e o n e S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n , a n d we t o o k 
h i m in. Y o u c a n s e n d o v e r as m a n y of h i s k i n d as you 
l ike . W e h a v e w o r k for t h e m al l ." 

ENGLISH NEWS AND NOTES. 

IRews of tbe Movement. 

New South M r ' G ' H ' L o n S m u i r > S y d n e y , N . S . W . , 
Wales wr i tes , 1 9 / 1 / 0 4 : — A t a m e e t i n g of t h e 

S y d n e y L a b o u r C o u n c i l it w a s r e so lved 
t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t b e u r g e d to pass , in o n e s i t t ing, a n 
A m e n d i n g M u n i c i p a l A c t , g iv ing m u n i c i p a l i t i e s p o w e r t o 
levy a t ax u p o n t h e u n i m p r o v e d v a l u e of l a n d . T h e p r e s e n t 
G o v e r n m e n t , t h o u g h u n d e r t h e p o w e r of t h e l a b o u r par ty , 
c a n d o n o t h i n g , b u t in t h r e e or f ou r m o n t h s we will h a v e a n 
e l e c t i o n a n d a n e w S t a t e G o v e r n m e n t . F r o m its s u c c e s s o r — 
t h e C a r r u t h e r s G o v e r n m e n t — w e e x p e c t m u c h in th is d i rec-
t ion , a n d p r o b a b l y , wi th t h e s t i m u l u s of t h e l a b o u r par ty , 
w h o m u s t give s o m e r e a s o n for t h e i r pol i t ica l ex i s t ence , 
t h e y will b e u r g e d f o r w a r d . R e f o r m is g o i n g o u r way all 
t h e t ime . T h e l a n d q u e s t i o n is r i s ing aga in , a n d p r o m i s e s 
t o b e a l ive i s sue very s o o n . 

A m e e t i n g of t h e E x e c u t i v e of t h e S y d n e y S ing l e T a x 
L e a g u e , o n 8 / 1 / 0 4 , w h e n t h e q u e s t i o n of m o n t h l y l ec tu res 
a n d o t h e r p r o p a g a n d a w a s d i s c u s s e d . T o u c h i n g r e f e r e n c e 
was m a d e t o t h e d e a t h of o u r l a t e co -worke r , M r . J o h n 
Fa r re l l , w h o u p t o his d e a t h was a n e n t h u s i a s t i c a n d power -
f u l w o r k e r in t h e c a u s e . A s e d i t o r of t h e Daily Telegraph, 
a n d , l a te r , as l e a d e r wr i t e r a n d c o n t r i b u t o r in gene ra l , t h e 
q u e s t i o n of l a n d v a l u e t a x a t i o n go t a p r o m i n e n c e it w o u l d 
n e v e r o t h e r w i s e h a v e h a d . H e was a n u n c o m p r o m i s i n g 
s ing le t axe r , a n d n e v e r a f r a i d to s h o w his co lou r s . H e lost 
m u c h financially t h r o u g h t h i j pe r s i s i en t d e v o t i o n to p r inc ip le , 
b u t to h i m m o n e y a n d p o s i t i o n h a d l i t t le t o o f fe r c o m p a r e d 
wi th h i s d u t y t o t h e m o v e m e n t . 

T h e D a r l i n g t o n ( N . S . W . ) S ing le T a x L e a g u e h a v e p u b -
l i shed a n e d i t i o n of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s s e r m o n , " T h o u sha l t 
n o t s t e a l " — a d d r e s s , 4 9 C o d r i n g t o n S t r ee t , R e d f e r n , N e w 
S o u t h W a l e s . 

T n e fifth a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e L e a g u e , h e l d in t h e 
S c h o o l of Ar t s , was p r e s i d e d over b y M r . E . L o n s d a l e , M . H . R . 

T h e a n n u a l r e p o r t s t a t e d t h a t t h e e x e c u t i v e h a d u n d e r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e a d v i s a b l e n e s s of c h a n g i n g t h e n a m e of t h e 
L e a g u e t o t h e " N e w S o u t h W a l e s L a n d V a l u e s T a x a t i o n 
L e a g u e , " o r " N e w S o u t h W a l e s G r o u n d R e n t L e a g u e , " a n d 
as a m a j o r i t y w e r e f a v o u r a b l e t o t h e c h a n g e , it was l ikely 
s o m e a l t e r a t i o n w o u l d b e m a d e d u r i n g t h e c u r r e n t year . 

T h e fo l lowing off icers were e l e c t e d : — P r e s i d e n t , M r . 
P e t e r J . F i r t h ; s ec re t a ry , M r . J . T . F i s c h e r ; h o n . t r ea su re r , 
M i s s L u c y F i r t h ; l i b r a r i an , Mr . J . R . F i r t h . 

[All communications respecting this column should be sent to the 
General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C.] 

T h e e v e n t of t h e pas t m o n t h h a s b e e n , of c o u r s e , t h e 
g r e a t d iv is ion o n t h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g of t h e L a n d V a l u e s 
A s s e s s m e n t a n d R a t i n g Bill . T h e L e a g u e is a l m o s t exac t ly 
21 years o ld . I t is s o m e t h i n g to k n o w t h a t t h e first s t e p s of a 
r e f o r m , w h i c h 21 years a g o was c o n s i d e r e d t o o r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
b y m a n y R a d i c a l s , h a s n o w r e c e i v e d t h e a p p r o v a l of a T o r y 
H o u s e of C o m m o n s . T h e E x e c u t i v e h a s c o n v e y e d a ve ry 
w a r m e x p r e s s i o n of its t h a n k s to Mess r s . W h i t l e y a n d 
T r e v e l y a n . T h e f o r m e r h a s w o r k e d ve ry h a r d o n t h e 
M u n i c i p a l C o n f e r e n c e C o m m i t t e e w h i c h d r a f t e d t h e Bill , 
a n d t o t h e l a t t e r spec ia l t h a n k s a r e d u e fo r h a v i n g p l a c e d 
a t t h e d i s p o s a l of t h e m o v e m e n t t h e g o o d p l a c e w h i c h h e 
h a d w o n in t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r y ba l lo t . 

# * • 

W h i l e th i s m o n t h ' s p a p e r is in t h e p ress , M r . W h i t l e y 
will b e m a k i n g a n o t h e r a t t e m p t ( M a r . 29) to o b t a i n f r o m 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t faci l i t ies for p a s s i n g t h e Bill t h r o u g h its 
r e m a i n i n g s tages . 

* * * 

Spec ia l t h a n k s a r e a l so d u e t o M e s s r s . B a t t y a n d E c k e r t 
for t h e i r s u c c e s s f u l e f for t s t o finish t h e v a l u a t i o n of F i n c h l e y 
in t i m e for t h e d e b a t e . M r . A s q u i t h m a d e exce l l en t u s e of 
it. T h e v a l u a t i o n f u r n i s h e d , for t h e first t i m e , a m e a n s of 
a p p l y i n g t h e p rov i s ions of s u c h a Bill t o t h e a c t u a l c i r c u m -
s t a n c e s of a typ ica l u r b a n d is t r ic t . P a r t i c u l a r s of t h e 
v a l u a t i o n a p p e a r in a n o t h e r c o l u m n . 

* * * 

T h e fo l lowing le t te r was s en t by a c o u n t r y v i c a r .(a 
m e m b e r of t h e L e a g u e ) , to his r e p r e s e n t a t i v e in P a r l i a m e n t 
ea r ly las t m o n t h :— 

D e a r M r . , I n o t e t h a t M r . T r e v e l y a n is t o m o v e 
t h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g of a L a n d V a l u e s A s s e s s m e n t a n d 
R a t i n g Bill o n M a r c h n t h . 

I e a r n e s t l y h o p e you will b e a b l e to s u p p o r t it b y vo t ing , 
a n d n o t m e r e l y by pa i r ing . T h e s u b j e c t is, I t h i n k , of 
spec ia l i m p o r t a n c e . 

S h i f t i n g t a x a t i o n f r o m b u i l d i n g s a n d o t h e r i m p r o v e m e n t s 
t o t he s i tes t h e m s e l v e s , w h i c h c a n n o t b e l e s s e n e d or h u r t by 
a n y a m o u n t of t a x a t i o n on the i r u n i m p r o v e d va lues , is t h e 
on ly way t o set i ndus t ry , t r a d e , a n d c a p i t a l f ree . W e real ly 
h a v e su f fe red , n o t f rom F r e e T r a d e , of c o u r s e , b u t f r o m t h e 
h a m p e r i n g of t r a d e by t a x a t i o n , — t a x a t i o n b e s i d e s t h a t o n 
i m p o r t s a n d expor t s . U n l e s s we g o o n t o set t r a d e real ly 
f ree , C h a m b e r l a i n a n d t h e P r o t e c t i o n i s t s will b e a t u s wi th 
t h e i r a p p e a l t o t h e p o c k e t s of p o w e r f u l a n d we l l -o rgan i sed 
c l a s ses a n d in t e res t s . 

I m i g h t m a k e o n e cr i t ic i sm on T r e v e l y a n ' s Bill, viz., t h a t 
it o u g h t t o c r e a t e a n i m p e r i a l a n d n o t m e r e l y a m u n i c i p a l 
r e f o r m . T h e l a n d va lues of t h e t o w n s a n d m i n e s b e l o n g in 
d u e s h a r e to t h e ru ra l d i s t r i c t s a r o u n d a n d t o t h e whole of 
E n g l a n d . H e r e is t he rea l key to t h e rev iva l of r u r a l l ife 
by t he l i g h t e n i n g of ru ra l t axa t i on o n i n d u s t r y of a n y k i n d , 
ag r i cu l t u r a l o r o the r , by sh i f t i ng t a x a t i o n f r o m t h e f r u i t s of 
i n d u s t r y to t h e l a n d itself, w h e t h e r u s e d or i m p r o v e d or n o t . 
A n y impe r i a l l a n d va lues t ax of e q u a l r a t e in t h e p o u n d 
w o u l d d r a w far t h e heav ies t a m o u n t s f r o m t h e g r e a t t o w n s 
a n d m a n u f a c t u r i n g dis t r ic ts , a n d so ru ra l t a x a t i o n on i n d u s t r y , 
e v e n m o r e t h a n u r b a n , w o u l d b e l i g h t e n e d . T h i s , a n d t h i s 
a l o n e , c a n rev ive ru ra l i n d u s t r y a n d r u r a l l ife. 

S o I r eg re t t h e l imi t a t i on of T r e v e l y a n ' s B i l l : b u t it will 
d o as a s tep . 

Of c o u r s e s u c h t axa t i on of l a n d v a l u e s o u g h t t o b e n o t 
m e r e l y in a d d i t i o n to p r e s e n t t a x e s o r ra tes , b u t i n s t e a d of 
t h e m , a n d g r a d u a l l y r e p l a c e t h e m a l t o g e t h e r . 

• * * 

T e n m e m b e r s of t h e L e a g u e were c a n d i d a t e s for s ea t s o n 
t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y C o u n c i l , a n d of t h e s e n i n e w e r e 
success fu l , v i z . : — M e s s r s . T . Wi le s ( B e t h n a l G r e e n ) , H . R . 
T a y l o r ( N o r t h C a m b e r w e l l ) , J . J e f f rey a n d E . J . H o r n i m a n 
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( C h e l s e a ) R . C. P h i l l i m o r e ( D e p t f o r d ) , A. L . L e o n ( L i m e -

w U S 7 ' / ^ E d n C B a y l e y ( W e s t S o u t h w a r k ) , T . M ' K i n n o n 
W o o d ( C e n t r a l H a c k n e y ) , a n d J . A. B a k e r ( E a s t F i n s b u r y . ) 

* * * 

M r . W . E . M u l l i n s was d e f e a t e d in H a m p s t e a d bu t h a s 
s i n c e b e e n c o - o p t e d t o t he C o u n c i l as an A l d e r m a n . M r . 
W . S. S a n d e r s , newly c h o s e n as a n A l d e r m a n , is a lso a 
m e m b e r of t h e L e a g u e . 

# # # 
M r . A l f r e d Bi l l son , P r e s i d e n t of t h e L e a g u e , a n d Par l ia -

m e n t a r y c a n d i d a t e for N o r t h - W e s t S ta f fo rdsh i re , l e c t u r e d in 
t h e C o - o p e r a t i v e H a l l , B u r t o n - o n - T r e n t , o n " T a x a t i o n of 
L a n d V a l u e s , " on F e b r u a r y 29. T h e m e e t i n g was h e l d 
t i n d e r t h e a u s p i c e s of t h e B u r t o n T r a d e s C o u n c i l . T h e 
Burton Mail (Cons . ) , c o m p l a i n e d nex t m o r n i n g t ha t t h e 
l e c tu r e r ' s p roposa l s " d i d no t g o far e n o u g h . . . W e , as 
C o n s e r v a t i v e s of an u n c o m p r o m i s i n g type , a r e p r e p a r e d t o 
go f u r t h e r a n d q u i c k e r t h a n is t he R a d i c a l Mr . B i l l son . " 
A f t e r t h a t t h e e d i t o r goes o n to a d v o c a t e t h e t axa t ion of 
ground rents. 

* * * 

A m e e t i n g of t he C e n t r a l C o u n c i l of t he L e a g u e will b e 
h e l d o n M o n d a y , Apr i l 18th. 

* * # 

O a t h e m o t i o n of M r . J e s s e Argyle, t h e C o u n c i l of t h e 
M e t r o p o l i t a n R a d i c a l F e d e r a t i o n u n a n i m o u s l y a d o p t e d t h e 
fo l lowing reso lu t ion on F e b r u a r y 20 th : — " T h a t th is C o u n c i l 
hea r t i l y s u p p o r t s t h e p r inc ip le of t he L a n d V a l u e s Assess-
m e n t a n d R a t i n g Bill which Mr . T r e v e l y a n will b r i n g b e f o r e 
t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s on M a r c h n t h , c o m m e n d s t he Bill 
t o t h e ac t ive s u p p o r t of t h e L o n d o n w o r k i n g m e n ' s c lubs , 
a n d cal ls u p o n t h e L o n d o n m e m b e r s in P a r l i a m e n t lo a t t e n d 
o n M a r c h n t h a n d to vo te in favour of th i s m u c h - n e e d e d 
i n s t a l m e n t of r a t ing r e f o r m . " 

* * * 

T h e fo l lowing m e e t i n g s h a v e b e e n a d d r e s s e d by Y o r k -
sh i re f r i e n d s d u r i n g t h e past m o n t h :— 
Mar. 4th—Wyke Liljeral Club. T. B. Lund and F. Skirrow. 

n th—Ilea ton Baptist School. Wm. Thomson. 
13th—Bradford, " Laycock's Room." F. Skirrow. 
15th—Wibsey Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 
17th—Bolton Wood Liberal Club. Wm. Thomson. 
19th—Burley Liberal Club. Wm. Thomson. 
19th—Hebden Bridge Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 

F R E D . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E Z . 7 L.V. 

HOW TO RATE " MINING LAND. 

To the Editor of Land Values 
U n t i l see ing in y o u r issue for F e b r u a r y a le t te r wr i t ten by 

m e s o m e t i m e prev ious ly I t h o u g h t t h a t t h e c o r r e s p o n -
d e n c e o n th i s s u b j e c t h a d b e e n r e g a r d e d as c losed . I a m , 
howeve r , g lad t o s e e t ha t t h e d i f f e rence b e t w e e n " J . S . " 
a n d myself has a p p a r e n t l y n a r r o w e d itself to o n e of 
" m e t h o d . " 

O n th i s po in t , however , I fear t h a t a very g rea t p rac t i ca l 
d i f f icu l ty wou ld b e f o u n d in t r e a t i ng m i n e r a l s a s " M i n i n g 
L a n d " a n d t ax ing t h e m w h e t h e r r a i sed o r n o t — f o r un t i l 
t hey a r e ra i sed , h o w a r e we t o k n o w how far they a r e 
ac tua l ly ex i s ten t ? 

I n say ing th i s I a m speak ing with all d e f e r e n c e , b u t a s 
o n e w h o has h a d a l o n g a n d v a r i e d e x p e r i e n c e in p rac t i ca l 
m i n i n g , a n d w h o k n o w s b u t t o o well h o w o f t e n t h e un -
e x p e c t e d h a p p e n s ; a n d I w o u l d r e m i n d y o u r c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
t h a t we h a v e t o g u a r d no t on ly aga ins t t a x i n g t h e a s s u m e d 
v a l u e of m ine ra l s t h a t m a y b e poss ib ly f o u n d non-ex i s t en t , 
bu t a l so aga ins t n o t t ax ing at t he i r real va lue m i n e r a l s t h a t 
m a y u l t ima te ly b e f o u n d to exist in far g rea t e r q u a n t i t y a n d 
t o b e of m u c h g rea t e r va lue t h a n was eve r s u s p e c t e d . W e 
h a v e a lso (as s u g g e s t e d by a n o t h e r c o r r e s p o n d e n t ) , t o 
g u a r d aga ins t d i s c o u r a g i n g e n t e r p r i s e by pi l ing o n fixed 
c h a r g e s b e f o r e m i n e s h a v e b e c o m e r e m u n e r a t i v e , a n d 

aga ins t a d d i n g to t h e di f f icul t ies which a r e l i ab le to a r i se 
f r o m a c c i d e n t or t e m p o r a r y d e p r e s s i o n — a l l wh ich wou ld b e 
m e t by a r a t e o n o u t p u t . 

W i t h r ega rd t o s u c h c a se s a s t h e P e n r h y n — I a m a f r a i d 
it w o u l d b e f o u n d i m p r a c t i c a b l e t o insist on a l essee c o n -
t i n u i n g t o work u n d e r all c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t m a y a r i se . 
T h i s , howeve r , s e e m s r a t h e r o u t s i d e t h e q u e s t i o n of t h e 
m e t h o d of t ax ing a n d all t h a t it is neces sa ry to d o in o r d e r 
t o p r o t e c t t h e r igh ts of all pa r t i e s m a y b e e f f ec t ed by sub-
j ec t i ng t h e m i n e s t o G o v e r n m e n t c o n t r o l , as sugges t ed by 
m e in a f o r m e r l e t t e r . — Y o u r s fa i th fu l ly , 

F . 

LAND VALUES IN SIGHT. 

A C T I O N B Y T H E M U N I C I P A L I T I E S . 

When Mr. Trevelyan rises in the House of Com-
mons on Friday to move the second reading: of the 
Land Values Bill, it will be with the inspiring-
assurance that all the leading municipalities of 
the United Kingdom are with him. Over 200 local 
authorities, representing- some twelve million 
people, have given their approval to the Bill. 
Among- these municipalities maybe mentioned:— 

Glasgow City Council. 
London County Council. 
Dublin City Council. 
Liverpool City Council. 
Manchester City Council. 
Salford Town Council. 
Halifax Town Council. 
Dundee City Council. 
Sunderland Town Council. 
Exeter City Council. 

The others include several of the London Borough 
Councils, many Town Councils in England and 
Scotland, and a dozen Irish authorities. 

The Liverpool decision is significant because of 
the well-known Conservatism of the City Council, 
yet only a few weeks ago the Corporation decided, 
by 51 votes against 30, in favour of the Bill that 
comes before the House next Friday.—Daily News 
{London), 9 / 3 / 0 4 . 

CONFERENCE IN LONDON, 
10th March, 1904. 

A conference of representatives of various rat ing 
authorities throughout the kingdom who are 
interested in the subject was held in London, 
Thursday, 10/3/04. 

Bailie Ferguson was called to the chair, and he 
explained the nature of the business. 

Mr. J. H. Whiteley, M.P., gave a resume of the 
past proceedings in connection with the move-
ment. He thought they might congratulate 
themselves on having made decided progress. 

Councillor Banner moved a resolution approving 
of the various steps of procedure that had been 
taken by the Committee, and regrett ing that the 
members of the Government who had been inter-
viewed by the Conference Court did not see their 
way to promise the introduction of legislation 
relating to the taxation of land values. 

This was seconded by Alderman Miles, and after 
some discussion agreed to, with one dissentient. 

Votes of thanks to Mr. Trevelyan and Mr. Cald-
well for bringing forward the English and Scottish 
Bills were unanimously adopted-
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PRESS COMMENTS ON THE BILL FOR TAXATION 
OF LAND VALUES INTRODUCED MR. C. P. 

TREVELYAN, 11th MARCH, 1904. 

Times. 
" T h e r e seems to be no d o u b t that the Bill, r egarded as 

a whole, is an a t t empt to approach t h e taxat ion of what 
Progressives call u n e a r n e d inc rements by the thin end of 
t h e wedge. . . . T h e natura l consequence would be that 
l and lo rds would be driven to accept lower ren ts ra ther than 
leave such houses unoccupied , and tha t t he c o m m o n prac-
t ice of waiting a per iod of six m o n t h s or so in o rder to 
secure a thoroughly eligible t enan t would be rendered an 
expensive and , in some cases, an impossible luxury. T h e r e 
would be a downward t endency in rents ." 

Daily yews. 
" T h e m i n d of the count ry , so far f rom being d e b a u c h e d 

by the quacker ies of Mr. Chamber l a in , is tu rn ing steadily to 
the t rue path of fiscal reform. T h e defea t of the Govern-
m e n t — f o r tha t is really what it comes t o—is immedia te ly 
d u e to the par t which the local authori t ies have taken in the 
mat ter , a n d the municipali t ies , we need hardly add , have 
been forced into the c rusade by the sheer presssure of 
economic facts. . . . T h e great th ing is tha t the principle 
of the assessment and rat ing of land values has been affirmed 
by the H o u s e of C o m m o n s , a n d f rom this point the re can 
b e no going back. Yes terday ' s vote is, to our thinking, 
comparab l e in impor tance with the historic vote tha t swept 
away the co rn laws. I t ma rks the beginning of a new 
chap te r in the handl ing of t h e land quest ion, a n d the land 
ques t ion goes down to the very roots of the quest ion of the 
condi t ion of t he people. . . . N o wonder that u n d e r a 
system which exempted land from its proper b u r d e n s the 
l and monopoly has b e c o m e all-powerful, tha t efforts at 
l icensing re form have been paralysed, overcrowding with its 
tale of high mortali ty, s tun ted child life, wrecks of mother-
hood , a n d despera te d r ink ing has b e c o m e the normal con-
dit ion of masses of the people, while the exits f rom the con-
gested cent res lead out in to suburban tracts of jerry-built 
s lums. W e say that any s tep to relieve the taxat ion of 
h o m e s by t ransferr ing the b u r d e n to the land is every whit 
as m o m e n t o u s as the m o v e m e n t tha t gave cheap food to the 
people. T h e great need to-day is not bread, bu t house-
room. . . . T h e principle asserted yesterday will, we be-
lieve, do much to br ing abou t a fairer inc idence of rating, 
bu t incomparably greater than this will be its effect in break-
ing down the land monopo ly which girdles our cities with 
zones of land ' r i p e n i n g ' for house cult ivat ion, and in 
making it possible to bui ld more houses, cheaper houses, 
and better houses. T h e Progressives should take fresb 
courage af ter yesterday's division, a n d use the t ime before 
the elections in preaching with all their might t he t rue 
gospel of fiscal reform, which will l ighten the bu rdens on 
industry a n d break down once a n d for all t he barr iers that 
s tand be tween the people a n d the homes that await them 
unde r a be t te r land system." 

Daily Chronicle. 
" T h e Bill is, though a very small one, a first s tep towards 

tackling a very large ques t ion . I t does not . . . p ropose 
any addi t ional rates on l and values. I t merely provides for 
a separate assessment . . . . I t asserts t he pr inciple that 
site value a n d site s t ruc ture are separable for rat ing purposes, 
and it provides the adminis t ra t ive machinery for separat ing 
them. T h i s is an impor tan t step, and the principle of it 
has received empha t ic approval even from a Tory H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s . T h e o ther principle of the Bi l l—the rat ing of 
unoccup i ed premises on their site va lues—would be of 
immedia t e impor tance . T h e equi ty of the provision is 
obvious. T a k e the case, for instance, of a plot of a land in 
a ne ighbourhood which is suffering f rom lack of house 
accommoda t ion . I t would let at a good g round r e n t ; bu t 
meanwhi le its value is increasing by the town spreading 
round it. Local improvement s are being carried out, which 

involve heavy rates. T h e owner escapes cont r ibut ion to 
those rates, and holds up his land for the rise. Can anyone 
seriously mainta in that the unoccup ied l and ought not to be 
ra ted on its t rue value as a site ? " 

Morning Leader. 
" I t is one of the compensa t ing advantages which a 

count ry enjoys f rom the possession of a G o v e r n m e n t with 
n o convict ions of its own, that it is possible to induce it to 
accept even the most obviously just principles when assured 
tha t they are really popular. I t is one of the great meri ts of 
an approaching general election that it in forms m e m b e r s 
with a practical defe rence towards the opinions of their con-
st i tuents which at other t imes is apt to s top jus t short of t he 
division lobby. . . . T h e present inc idence of rates is 
grossly unfair in principle, a n d absolutely disastrous in its 
indirect effects. . . . 'JThe present bill strikes at the root of 
t h e evils of the system. By requiring that land shall be 
ra ted at its real value, and not at the value at which its 
owner may choose to lease it, it will check at once the 
pract ice of ' corner ing ' valuable sites, a n d put a s top to the 
vexat ious ' uphold ing ' of land, which is of ten so serious a 
h ind rance in the way of hones t a t tempts at hous ing reform. 
T h e e lementary just ice of a provision which bases the 
obligations of an es ta te to t he communi ty upon its real and 
no t its nominal value requires no apology. On the o ther 
h a n d , by securing the recognit ion of the fact that the land 
does possess such a value of its own apar t f rom, a n d dis-
t inct f rom, that of the buildings upon it, the bill lays the 
founda t ion for a vast supers t ruc ture of fu tu re reform. . . . 
T h e bill . . . is not in itself a full and sufficient r emedy for 
t h e evils of t he present system. But it is a very hopefu l 
g roundwork for fu ture reformers to bui ld upon . " 

Standard. 
" By depar t ing f rom our established rule of levying rates 

on annua l value or income, and by throwing t h e m on 
capi tal f rom which no advantage might be received for the 
t ime, visible inconveniences would be caused. T h e hurry-
ing on of bui ldings and the overcrowding of land with 
houses are only part of t he drawbacks ."—[Leading Article.] 

T h e Standard's lobby cor respondent says that the major i ty 
for the bill is " a t t r ibuted to the belief a m o n g many 
member s that a general election is not far off." 

Morning J dvertiser. 
" T h e subject , involving as it does a comple te revolution 

of the m e t h o d s of local taxation, is not one that can be 
satisfactorily dealt with by a private member ' s bill ." 

Star. 
" When this can be d o n e in spite of a hostile To ry 

Government , what will be d o n e in the hey-day of Liberal ism 
which is at h a n d ? . . . T h e Bill will he lp to solve the 
hous ing problem. T h e Royal Commiss ion on Local Tax-
ation poin ted ou t that ' the tendency of our present rates 
mus t be generally to discourage bu i ld ing—to make houses 
fewer, worse, and d e a r e r ; ' a n d quo ted with approval Mr. 
F le tcher Moul ton ' s d ic tum that ' taxation on land has no 
such effect. ' Mr. Trevelyan 's bill a ims at relieving the 
house famine partly by using the pressure of the ra tes to 
br ing into use for building purposes l and which is r ipe for 
building, a n d partly by lessening the b u r d e n of ra tes on 
existing buildings by giving rating author i t ies a wider basis 
of assessment ." 

Echo. 
" T h i s (separate assessment and rat ing of land values) 

would go a long way to solve the hous ing a n d overcrowding 
prob lem by forcing into the market for bui ld ing purposes 
l and which is at present be ing wi thheld ." 

St. James's Oazette. 
" I t ( the Bill) would surely lead to t he erection of un-

suitable dwelling and the cur ta i lment of open s p a c e s ; it 
would entail manifest injust ice on landlords who would be 
m a d e to pay rates on unoccupied premises, t he u p k e e p of 
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which has to come out of their pockets without the aid of 
the i ncome derived f rom rents , or as an alternative, perhaps , 
to the lowering of rents a n d thus of the ra teable value of 
t h e dis t r ic t ." 

Morning Post. 
" T h e first result of the change, to say no more, would be 

tha t every single s tanding contrac t of real property in 
E n g l a n d , would, e i ther in law or equity, be vitally affected. 
T h e Liberals ought to wait till they are in power before 
they start hares of this k ind, and we are sorry tha t the 
G o v e r n m e n t consen ted to run with them even for a m o m e n t . " 

Pall Mall Gazette. 
" Accord ing to ( the Free T r a d e ) fiscal theory, all taxation 

falls eventual ly on the consumer . T h e ' c o n s u m e r ' of land 
values is, of course [!] t he tenan t . . . ." 

Westminster Gazette. 
" I t is a dist inct step forward in L a n d Reform. . . . 

T h e Bill only actually proposed a very modera te measure of 
re form. . . . I n d e e d the part icular form of the Bill was 
d u e to a desire to let the first step forward be one upon 
which m e n of all part ies in t h e municipali t ies are in hear ty 
pract ical agreement . " 

Globe. 
" I t is so easy to pile u p c lapt rap a rguments against t he 

l andowner tha t the tempta t ion to acqui re a little cheap 
popular i ty by at tacking him becomes to many m e m b e r s 
irresist ible." 

Northern Echo (Newcast le-on-Tyne) . 
" W h e n once the principle has been established, it will be 

easy to extend the measure to include ruial as well as u rban 
d i s t r i c t s—and it is needed there almost, if no t quite, as mu ch 
in the t o w n s — a n d to provide that a l ternat ive of compulsory 
pu rchase by the local authori ty which would so greatly 
simplify the task of valuing of sites for rat ing purposes. 
Meanwhi le , it behoves oppressed ratepayers to watch very 
closely the a t t i tude of their representatives in Par l iament 
towards the present Bil l—a task in which we shall d o ou r 
best to assist t h e m . " 

The New Age. 
" I t is t h e economic effect of the taxation of land values 

t ha t const i tu tes its sup reme advantage to t h e communi ty . 
But clearly tha t advantage canno t be adequate ly realised by 
a merely partial application of the principle such as Mr . 
Trevelyan ' s Bill proposes. As municipal deve lopment now 
a d d s value to land ad j acen t to munic ipal areas, so increased 
munic ipa l deve lopment will mean increased value, and land-
owners ad jacen t to towns will reap a rich haivest . U n d e r 
the operat ion of the principle the munic ipal areas will soon 
find their populat ion increased and the necessity for ex tend-
ing their boundar ies urgent. T h e n the ad j acen t land will 
b e greatly enhanced in value, and the expansion of towns 
will not be easily affected. T h a t is why the principle ough t 
to be m a d e of universal application at once. T h a t it should 
be appl ied even in a small degree, however, is someth ing 
gained. Le t it once be seen, by an exper iment with muni -
cipal areas alone, tha t the proposal is p regnan t with good, 
t h e applicat ion of the principle to the country at large will 
not be long delayed. Hav ing regard to the fact that a T o r y 
G o v e r n m e n t is in power it was no doub t wise to br ing for-
ward this very mode ra t e measure . Wi th a Liberal Govern-
men t in power a m u c h stronger measure will certainly b e 
in t roduced and carr ied into law." 

MR. ASQUITH ON THE QUESTION. 

A New S o u r c e of T a x a t i o n W a n t e d . 
I AM cer ta in tha t nobody can look forward to our f u t u r e — 
a n d financially it is not a very brilliant o n e at this m o m e n t 
— w i t h o u t desir ing to see some fresh source of taxation 
o p e n e d up for the benefi t of the communi ty at l a r g e ; a n d 
for my part I believe, as I have preached all through my 
poli t ical life, tha t the re is to be found such a source in the 

land of the country . I am certain, and the report of the 
Royal Commiss ion on Local Taxa t ion makes it abundan t ly 
clear, tha t as regards u r b a n land our existing system, b o t h 
of taxation a n d of rating, t ends to withhold land artificially 
from the marke t , t ends to d iscourage building, a n d throws 
an u n d u e b u r d e n upon the occupie r of the bui ld ing as com-
pared with the owner of unoccup ied or partially deve loped 
sites, a n d there can be no fairer a n d jus ter claim on the part 
of the communi ty t han to appropr ia te to its own benefi t for 
public purposes some part , at any rate, of the a d d e d value 
which comes to land of this k ind automat ical ly th rough n o 
effort of any h u m a n being, bu t which is the result of the 
general and increasing prosperi ty of the communi ty (cheers). 
I t is u p o n such lines as these tha t we Liberals bel ieve tha t 
we can deal with some, at any rate, of the most formidable 
and pressing dangers which m e n a c e our national prosperi ty 
and our Imper ia l s t r e n g t h . — M r . Asquith at Harrogate, 
26/2/04. 

LIGHTER LONDON RATES. 

How F i n c h l e y m i g h t S a v e 2s. in t h e P o u n d . 
IN view of to-day's discussion on Mr. Treve lyan ' s Bill for 
the Assessment a n d Ra t ing of Lan d Values, t he provisions 
of which were expla ined in the Daily Chronicle on Wednes-
day last, it will b e useful to give a concre te i l lustration of 
the results of the Bill, if applied to a typical L o n d o n suburb . 

Some m o n t h s ago t h e Engl ish League for the Taxa t ion of 
L a n d Values instructed Messrs. Bat ty and Ecker t , auct ioneers 
and estate agents, of H ighga te and Finchley, to value t h e 
land of a subu rb within half an hou r by train f rom the City. 

Finchley was chosen because of its character as a rapidly 
developing residential suburb . 

" O u r objec t , " as the firm in quest ion state in a report 
which was yesterday presented to the League, " has been 
not merely to value large areas en bloc at a uni form rate, bu t 
each field, building frontage, a n d bui lding site has been 
separately valued, and a m i n i m u m selling price placed u p o n 
it. I t has been a very formidable work, occupying several 
months . 

" T h e total area of Finchley is 3 ,384 acres, with a popula-
t ion of about 30,000. T h e land in the ownership of private 
individuals, bui lding companies , etc. ( irrespective of t h e 
publ ic doma in and of churches) , we est imate to b e worth at 
present no t less t h a n £ 2 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 . Th i s is for the land 
alone. Great care has been taken in every case not to place 
upon the land an exaggerated or speculative value, a n d we 
not ice that recent sales have been effected at m u c h higher 
prices. But , obviously, any proposal to br ing vacant land 
into rat ing mus t cause a shr inkage in its value. I n t h e 
parish of Finchley t h e rates are now 8s. 2d. in the p o u n d . 
A rate of 8s. 2d. in the p o u n d u p o n bui lding l and would 
r educe the capital value 15 per cent , at least, or £ 3 6 0 , 0 0 0 , 
leaving for assessment £ 2 , 0 4 0 , 0 0 0 . But this es t imate takes 
no account of a fu r ther reduc t ion , es t imated at £ 1 6 6 , 0 0 0 , 
in consequence of large t racts of land be ing likely to be 
brought into the marke t all r o u n d L o n d o n u n d e r the spur 
of t h e rat ing of vacant land. T h i s would reduce the selling 
value of the land to £ 1 , 8 7 4 , 0 0 0 . 

How R a t e s w o u l d Fall . 
" We unde r s t and tha t the present rateable value of 

F inchley is about £ 1 6 0 , 0 0 0 per a n n u m . Of this a m o u n t , 
land probably cont r ibu tes £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , and t h e bui ld ings 
£ 1 4 0 , 0 0 0 per a n n u m . In many parts of this district im-
provement s represent qui te n ine ten ths of the ra teable value, 
bui lding sites being inexpensive as compared with m o r e 
popu lous districts. 

" T a k i n g the annua l value for assessment purposes at 3 
per cent , of the selling value of , £ 1 , 8 7 4 , 0 0 0 (as p roposed in 
Mr . Trevelyan 's Bill) we arrive at a sum of , £ 5 6 , 2 2 0 as t h e 
es t imated ' r a t e a b l e v a l u e ' of land. As s ta ted above, 
, £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 of ra teable value is now in the valuat ion roll. 
U n d e r the new system proposed of rating all land at its 
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value, the area of assessment would be increased, and 
. £ 3 6 , 2 2 0 per a n n u m of ra teab le value will be at once a d d e d 
to the valuat ion roll in respect of land not used in any way, 
or put to a low use as marke t gardens, meadows, etc. 

" A rate of 8s. 2d. in t h e pound on £ 3 6 , 2 2 0 would pro-
d u c e £ 1 5 , 0 0 0 per a n n u m of addi t ional rates, and a ra te of 
6s. 3d. in t he p o u n d would raise a sum in local taxation 
equal to what is now raised at 8s. 2d. in t he pound , making 
full a b a t e m e n t for empty houses a n d b a d debts . T h e 
benef i t s of r educed rates would thus be shared by land 
speculators, equally with the o ther ratepayers . 

" Fu r the r considerable revenue would accrue f rom the 
collect ion of rates on the site value of the large n u m b e r of 
empty houses in t he parish, en te red in the rate books , but 
excused on the g round tha t t he houses are not p roduc ing 
any income. An impor tan t addi t ion to public revenue may 
be ant ic ipated from this source a l o n e . " — D a i l y Chronicle 
( L o n d o n ) , 11/3/04. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE 
FEDERAL SINGLE TAX COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA. 

T I T L E OF O R G A N I Z A T I O N . 
1. T h e n a m e of the Counci l shall be " T h e Federa l Single 

T a x Counci l of Aust ra l ia ." 
C O M P O S I T I O N OF C O U N C I L . 

2. T h e Counci l shall be composed of delegates f rom each 
League , or such combina t ions of Leagues as may uni te 
for the pu rpose of e lect ing delegates. 

3 T h e m e m b e r s of the Counci l shall hold office for a period 
of twelve months , and en ter upon office on S e p t e m b e r 
2nd next, following the da te of their election. 

4. Every League advoca t ing the principle of the Single T a x 
shall be ent i t led to elect one m e m b e r of t he Counci l , 
bu t if the member s of any League or any combina t ion 
of Leagues exceed 50, such League or combina t ion of 
Leagues may elect two m e m b e r s of the Council , a n d if 
any exceed 150 in n u m b e r they may each elect th ree 
member s . 

5. T h e Officers of the Counc i l shall consist of a Pres ident , 
Secretary, M i n u t e Secretary, and a Treasure r . 

P O W E R S OF T H E C O U N C I L . 
6. T h e Counci l shall mee t at least once annual ly for the 

t ransact ion of business and the elect ion of its Officers, 
such Officers to cons t i tu te its Execut ive . 

7. T h e func t ions of the Counci l shall be as follow :— 
(a) T h e issuing of l i terature on its own behalf, or on 

behalf of individual Leagues, provided that in 
such latter case the Counci l incurs no financial 
liability. 

(,b) T h e organization of In te rs ta te Lec tur ing Tours . 
i f ) T h e publ icat ion of a National Single T a x Organ, 

or the making of a r rangements with any Press 
Organ which it declares to be the Nat iona l 
Single T a x Organ . 

(d) T o take all such steps as may fur ther the adopt ion 
of L a n d Values Taxat ion by the Federa l 
Gove rnmen t . 

(e) T h e employment of an organizer or organizers for 
the purpose of forming Leagues th roughout the 
Commonwea l th , provided such organizers d o no 
work in any Sta te where the State Leagues 
objec t to same. 

A M E N D M E N T OF C O N S T I T U T I O N . 

8. Any a m e n d m e n t of, or addi t ion to, t he const i tut ion may 
be m a d e by a major i ty vote of t he Counci l at its First 
Annua l Meet ing, on its own initiative, or at the request 
of any League , provided notice of such in t ended amend-
ment or addi t ion is given to all Leagues at least three 
mon ths before Sep tember 2nd following. 

C O N T R I B U T I O N S . 
9. T h e Counci l shall have power to assess the cont r ibut ions 

of t h j Leagues to its funds , provided tha t such assess-

ment does not exceed 10 per cent , of the subscr ipt ions 
and dona t ions (excepting donat ions for special purposes) 
of any League , such contr ibut ions to be paid quarterly. 
Any cont r ibut ions in excess of this percentage shall 
only be payable if g ran ted by a major i ty of Leagues . 

D E C L A R A T I O N OF P R I N C I P L E S . 
10. T h e r e shall be a d d e d to t he Const i tu t ion a declarat ion 

of principles to be drawn u p by the Counci l . 
T h e Draf t ing C o m m i t t e e r e c o m m e n d the adopt ion by the 

various Leagues of t he following addi t ion which was over-
looked by the conference : — " T h a t the Counci l shall deter-
mine at each meet ing where its next meet ing shall take place ." 

L a n d taxat ion is the key to land tenure . W h e n t h e 
p r imary rights of the people to the land are properly secured, 
t he secondary a r rangements as between man a n d man will 
soon become simple and satisfactory. W h e n land taxa t ion 
is properly settled, land tenure will sett le i t se l f .—"Economic 
Ideals," by J. Dundas White. 

A good story is told of Mr. Assheton Smith , the host of 
the Pr ince and Pr incess of Wales dur ing their recent visit to 
the Principality. A tourist travelling down the line nea r 
Carnarvon looked out of the window a n d asked his vis-a-vis 
in the c o m p a r t m e n t if he could tell him the owner of t he 
proper ty they were passing. " I am," was t he quiet reply, 
with a sinile. A mile or two fur ther on, t he inquiry was 
repea ted . " T h a t happens to be mine too," answered the 
m a n in the opposi te corner. T h e tourist looked ha rd a n d 
was silent. T h e train went on, and again curiosity p r o m p t e d 
the stranger to repeat his quest ion. " Well, the fact is, tha t 
p roper ty is also mine," responded his fellow-traveller. 
Immedia te ly t he train pul led up at the station, a n d the 
tourist hastily a l ighted and accosted t h s guard : " I say, 
you 'd bet ter look out , there's a lunatic in that compartment." 
T h e guard l o i k e d a n d f o u n d — M r . Assheton Smith. H e is 
one of the largest landowners in Carnarvonsh i re .—Ashore 
and Afloat, February , 1904. 

Mr . R ider Hagga rd , in his recent address to the Royal 
Inst i tute , a l luded to the pernicious effect of English l and 
t enure as shown in the difference between the value of l and 
in the Channe l I s lands a n d on the southern coast of 
Eng land . " T h e average size of a hold ing in Guernsey is 
abou t an acre a n d in Jersey 15 to 20 acres If we are to 
believe half what is preached to us as to the d isadvantages 
of such holdings, this state of affairs should mean misery to 
all c o n c e r n e d ; yet what are the facts. I n Guernsey land 
to be used for agricultural purposes fetches £ 5 0 0 an acre 
and lets at 4 to £ 9 an acre per annum, and in Jersey a 
little farm of 23 acres not long ago sold at . £ 2 5 1 an acre. 
C o m p a r e this with the state of affairs in Wiltshire where 
land sells often enough at . £ 6 an acre and lets at 5/- to 15/-. 
Of course it will be objected that Guernsey chiefly d e p e n d s 
u p o n glass a n d Jersey on early potatoes. As for glass, t he 
whole of the south of Eng l and might be covered with it, 
whilst it has eno rmous advantages in cheaper coal a n d 
f reedom f rom sea carriage, and early pota toes to c o m p e t e 
with Jersey can be grown in Cornwall and e lsewhere ."— 
Fortnightly Motes by Small Holdings and Allotments 
Association. 

Land Reform versus Protection. 
By C H A R L E S T R E V E L Y A N , M . P . 

Reprinted from the Independent Review, with the 
permission of the Editor. 

One P e n n y , Pos t F r e e l t d . ; 5/ p e r 100, C a r r i a g e f o r w a r d , 
FROM 

LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT, 
13 D U N D A S S T R E E T , G L A S G O W ; AND 

370-77 S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W.C. 
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SPECIAL OFFER TO OUR READERS. 
To be had only f rom 

LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT, 
13 DUNDAS STREET, GLASGOW ; 

AND 

ENGLISH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES, 
376-77 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 

O R I G I N A L LIBRARY E D I T I O N . 

Progress a n d Pover ty . 
By HENRY GEORGE. 

Published Price, 7/6. Offered at 2/10, Post Free. 
(Only 50 Copies left). 

O R I G I N A L LIBRARY EDITION. 

S o c i a l P r o b l e m s . 
By HENRY GEORGE. 

T H E B E S T B O O K F O R b e g i n n e r s . 
Published Price, 5/. Offered at 2/3, Post Free. 

T h e Cond i t ion o f Labour . 
A n Open L e t t e r t o t h e l a t e Pope. 

By HENRY GEORGE. 
Original Edition. Published Price, 2/6. Offered at 1/6, Post Free. 

HENRY GEORGE'S LAST GREAT WORK— 

T h e Sc ience o f Pol i t ica l E c o n o m y 
6,', Post Free. 

A Perp lexed Phi losopher . 
Being an Examination of Mr. Herbert Spencer's various utterances 

on the Land Question, together with some incidenial reference to his 
Synthetic Philosophy. 

By HENRY GEORGE. 
Paper Covers, 1 / ; Red Cloth, 1/6, Post Free. 

Li fe o f H e n r y George. 
B y h i s SON. 

(A worthy record of a noble life). 
Original Edition. Offered at 6/, Post Free. 

Six C e n t u r i e s o f W o r k & W a g e s . 
A History of English Labour. 

B y P r o f e s s o r J . E. THOROLD ROGERS, M.P. 
" One of the most important of economic books."—Contemporary 

Review. 
Published Price, 10/6. Offered at 5/, Post Free. 

History of the English Landed Interest. 
By RUSSELL M. GARNIER. 

Published Price, 10/6; Offered at 5/, Post Free. 

T o w a r d t h e L i g h t . 
Elementary Studies in Ethics and Economies. 

By L. H. BERENS. 
" It seems to me the ablest and most effective work in support of the 

taxation of land values that has appeared since the death of Henry 
George."—J. H. DILI.ARD in The Public. 

2/6 , Post Free. 

T h e E a r t h f o r Al l C a l e n d a r . 
C o m p i l e d b y ERNEST CROSBY. 

Containing over 350 extracts from classical writers on the rights of 
man to the use ot the earth. 

Paper 1/ ; Cloth, 2/, Post Free. 
A WELCOME GIFT TO ANY LAND REFORMER. 

Fields, Fac to r ies , & Workshops . 
By P. KRAPOTKIN. 

Demy 8vo, Cloth, Illustrated. Post Free, 2/3. 
" No one can read the book without having his faith in the bene-

ficence of the Power that orders all things deepened and strengthened." 
—San Francisco Star. 

T h e S t o r y o f m y D i c t a t o r s h i p . 
A \ ade Mecum on t h e Land Q u e s t i o n . 

Cloth Edition, Fost Free, 2 /3 . 
" As a means for propaganda work the book is invaluable, and should 

be in the hands of every Land Reformer who is anxious to spread the 
l igh t"—The Beacon. 

RED C L O T H E D I T I O N . 
Complete Set Henry George's Chief Works:— 

P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . 
S O C I A L P R O B L E M S . 
P R O T E C T I O N O R F R E E T R A D E . 
C O N D I T I O N O F L A B O U R . 
A P E R P L E X E D P H I L O S O P H E R . 

5/6 
Post Free. 

Mr. Herbert Spencer and the Land Restoration 
League. 

Coriespondcnce between Mr. Spencer and the General Secrelaiy 
of (he League in August, September, and October, 1894. 

Mr. Herbert Spencer on the Land Question. 
Being a reprint (by permission) of Chapter IX. of "Social Statics ' 
(1851), together with certain Extracts from " J u s t i c e " (1891). 

Id. Each ; Post Free, l j d . each ; 5/ per 100, Carriage forward. 

New Eight-Page Pamphlet. 

A Tragedy of English History. 
I l l u s t r a t e d w i t h t w o D i a g r a m s c o n s t r u c t e d f r o m 

THOROLD ROGERS' 
" Six Centuries of Work and Wages." 

O n e H a l f - P e n n y ; 2 / 6 pe r 1 0 0 , C a r r i a g e P a i d . 

LAND VALUES IN PARLIAMENT. 
S P E E C H E S BY 
CHARLES P. TREVELYAN, M.P. , 
Dr. MACNAMARA, M.P., M.L.S.B., 
THOMAS SHAW, M.P., 
A N D 

Sir HENRY CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, M.P., G.C.B. 

PRICE ONE PENNY. 5/- per 100, Carriage Forward. 

STUDY THE QUESTION YOURSELF. 
R E A D 

PROTECTION or FREE TRADE. 
BY 

H E N R Y G E O R G E . 
" Singularly clear and successful . . . . in bringing to light the 

allacies that lurk under more than one popular cry."—Athenceum. 

SPECIAL REPRINT. AUTHORISED EDITION. 
360 P a g e s . Large Print. 

H A L F - P R I C E , 6d. H A L F - P R I C E . 
(Of all Booksellers and Bookstalls.) 
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OPTICAL LANTERNS AND SLIDES f o r Sa le or Hi re . 
Compressed Oxygen in Cylinders, Regulators, Jets, &c. Everything Up-to-Date. 

BEST COLOURED SLIDES, Hired at 6d. per Doz. per Night. 

S P E C I A L I T E . — H I G H - C L A S S L A N T E R N O U T F I T S FOR L E C T U R E S . 
A p p a r a t u s a n d S k i l l e d O p e r a t o r s S u p p l i e d f o r I l l u s t r a t i n g L e c t u r e s of a l l k inds . 

SPLENDID SELECTION OF SCOTCH AND IRISH SLIDES. Vm~ CATALOGUES FREE. 

W. A. C. SMITH, Optical Lantern and Camera Manufacturer, . . . 
51 a n d 5 3 D U N D A S S T R E E T , GLASGOW. 

Don ' t s i g h a n d c ry w i t h t e a r f u l eye, 
You must pay Rent u n t i l you die, 

r t . 4 O r t r y 

OUR METHOD. 
YOU NOW P A Y an amount in RENT which, if applied to the purchase of your house, would return interest and principal in a few years. 

W E E N A B L E YOU TO BUY or build by advancing the money which is repayable by instalments diminishing to a vanishing point. 

THEN YOU S I T RENT F R E E , independent, and with a provision for old age. 

LAY T H E F O U N D A T I O N NOW—send Post Card—we do the rest. It costs nothing for information. 

W E MEAN BUSINESS, and therefore invite inquiry in every way as to security and reliability. We can stand inquiry. 

DON'T W R I T E , unless you are interested. 

THOS. MORROW, District Manager, "Br i t i sh Homes" Corporat ion, 
41 St. Vincent Place, GLASGOW. 

N E W P A M P H L E T FOR T H E COMING STRUGGLE. 

"The Case for the People:" 
STATED BY THE 

Rig-ht Honourable J . CHAMBERLAIN, M.P. 

W i t h P r e f a c e b y M r . J. W . L O G A N , M . P . 

Printed and Published by The Morning Leader, Stonecutter Street, 
London, E.C. 

ONE PENNY. POST FREE, l i d . 
6/9 p e r 100, C a r r i a g e P a i d t o a n y A d d r e s s i n Gt . B r i t a i n . 

DO YOU W I S H TO PROMOTE T H E M O V E M E N T ? 

TH E Executive of the Scottish Single Tax League appeal to the 
Members to enlist New Subscribers, and to sympathisers who 

know and appreciate the work of the League to become Members. 
Annual Subscription, . . . ... ... ... ... ... 1 / -

2 / 6 Secures membership of the League and a copy of " LAND 
VALUES," post free, for twelve months. 

5 / - Secures membership, "LAND VALUES" for twelve months, 
and copies of Pamphlets and Leaflets published during the year. 

T O A D V E R T I S E R S . — n 

We have NO W A S T E COPIES. All our " r e t u r n s " are 
regularly distributed at Political, Literary, Social Reform, and 
other Public Meetings. "LAND VALUES" finds a place in the 
Public Libraries and Reading Rooms, and in Social and Reform 
circles in the cities and towns throughout Britain, in all British 
Colonics, and in the United States of America. 

"TALKING IT OVER: 
Mr. Chamberlain's Visit to John Workman." 

By J. MIDDLETON of Oldham. 

" The Best Pamphlet on the Fiscal Issue the present crisis has pro-
duced."—Land, Values. 

Should be distributed a t every Meeting on the Question. 

5/- per 100 ; £ 2 Is. per 1000, from 

T H E N A T I O N A L R E F O R M U N I O N , 
5 0 H a w o r t h ' s B u i l d i n g s , C r o s s S t r e e t , MANCHESTER. 

KEEP POSTED. 

CANADA IS FIGHTING FOR SINGLE TAX 
TORONTO IS THE STORM CENTRE. 

READ THE CANADIAN SINGLE TAXER, 
Official Organ of the Canadian Single Taxers, 
50 Ce nt s per a n n u m . 
25 Ce nt s in Clubs o f t e n or rr ore. 
S a m p l e Copy Free. 

P u b l i s h e d M o n t h l y a t 155 B A Y S T R E E T , 
T O R O N T O , C A N A D A . 

B U Y T H E 

SCOTTISH PATRIOT. 
T h e G r e a t N a t i o n a l M o n t h l y . 

Price 2 d . at all Newsagents, or 3 s . per annum, post free. 

O f f i c e : 83 J A M A I C A S T R E E T , G L A S G O W . 

Bright Inspiring Reading. Printed an Art Paper. Beautiful Illustrations. 

Published for the Proprietors by JOHN PAUL, 18 Dundas Stnjat, Glasgow; and 
FRED. VERINDER, 876-7 Strand, London, W.C ; and Printed by JOHN 
CALDRR & Co., 126 Renfield Street, Glasgow.-April, 190L. 
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SPADE WORK FOR " L A N D VALUES." 

We sincerely wish " Land Values" were more a 
first consideration of a larger number of our 
active subscribers who see the urgent need every-
where for greater enlightenment. 

If every one we can appeal to would take, say 
from one to a dozen copies extra each month, and 
sell them to neighbours and friends interested, or 
who can be made interested enough to learn about 
the movement and its progress, the circulation 
and influence of the paper would benefit by a con-
siderable and grat i fying extension, while the 
financial gain to the proprietors would be much 
appreciated, more especially when the printer's 
account comes to be paid. Quite a number of 
subscribers already maintain the circulation of 
the paper in this way. 

One friend employed in a public work in Glasgow 
takes three dozen copies for sale among his bench 
mates. As a customer falls out he interests 
another to fill the gap, and in this way has for 
several years maintained a personal sale of 36 
copies per month, for which the League receives 
one penny each. 

The League benefits financially in this contract, 
compared with the newsagents' terms, about 15/ 
per annum. 

T h i s is a p i e c e of " s p a d e w o r k , " a n d at t h e s a m e t i m e a 
f i nanc ia l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e f u n d s , we c o u l d wish t o see 
e x t e n d e d in G lasgow a n d in m a n y o t h e r p laces . T h e i e is 
a m p l e r o o m for e f f o r t — f o r c o n t i n u o u s e f f o r t — i n every dis-
t r ic t by th i s p la in , p r ac t i ca l m e t h o d . 

T h i s is t h e f r e e o p p o r t u n i t y for t h o s e w h o w o u l d l ike t o 
d o s o m e t h i n g for t h e m o v e m e n t , b u t w h o really d o no t k n o w 
w h a t t h e y c o u l d do . 

A s t h e c i r cu la t ion i nc r ea sed we c o u l d app ly with m o r e 
success for a d v e r t i s e m e n t s , a n d in t h a t way be t t e r t h e 
financial pos i t i on of t h e paper , wh ich w o u l d aga in e n a b l e u s 
t o effect m a n y d e s i r e d i m p r o v e m e n t s . W e t h e r e f o r e s u b m i t 
t h e c a s e t o all c o n c e r n e d , c o n f i d e n t t h a t t h e a p p e a l for s u c h 
p rac t i ca l s u p p o r t will m e e t with a hea r ty r e s p o n s e . 

S o m e m a y t h i n k t o get t h e i r local n e w s a g e n t t o t a k e a 
s u p p l y e a c h m o n t h . I t is g o o d bus ines s if t h e news-
a g e n t will d i sp lay t h e bill e v e n for a c o u p l e of d a y s e a c h 
m o n t h , b u t o u r e x p e r i e n c e of t h e sale of t h e p a p e r t h r o u g h 
t h e s e c h a n n e l s is m o s t d i s appo in t i ng . T h e p a p e r is n o t 
a s k e d for , a n d t h e n e w s a g e n t by -and -bye fo rge t s all a b o u t 
it, a n d r e t u r n s m o n t h s o l d c o m e in soi led a n d useless . I t 
is t h e s a m e with m o s t m o n t h l y p a p e r s d e v o t e d to a par-
t i cu la r p r o p a g a n d a . 

The only hope of making "Land Values" do 
additional and bet ter missionary work, pay its 
way, and help the funds of the League, is for all 
who can, to see to its bet ter distribution as we 
suggest. 

Receipt of a free copy of LAND VALUES 
is an invitat ion to become a Subscriber. 

T h e Budget i n t r o d u c e d by t h e C h a n c e l l o r of t h e E x c h e q u e r 
last m o n t h works out a def ic i t of £ 5 , 4 1 5 , 0 0 0 , w h i c h is to 
b e m e t by 

i d o n t h e I n c o m e T a x , 
3d o n S t r i p p e d T o b a c c o , 
6d o n Cigars , 
1 /- o n Fo re ign C iga re t t e s , 
2d p e r lb. o n T e a . 

• « * 

COBDEN A N N I V E R S A R Y . — T o d a y is t h e a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e 
d e a t h of C o b d e n , a n d t h e s t a t u e of t h e g rea t F r e e T r a d e r in 
H i g h S t ree t , C a m d e n T o w n , is t o b e d e c o r a t e d by t h e W e s t 
St . P a n c r a s L i b e r a l a n d R a d i c a l Assoc i a t i on . T h e C o b d e n 
C l u b a r e m a k i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s t o c e l e b r a t e t h e a n n i v e r s a r y 
of C o b d e n ' s b i r t h o n J u n e 3 a n d 4 in a fitting m a n n e r . T h e 
A l e x a n d r a P a l a c e has b e e n e n g a g e d for t h o s e da t e s , a n d a n 
e l a b o r a t e p r o g r a m m e of fe tes a n d d e m o n s t r a t i o n s is t o b e 
a r r a n g e d . — D a i l y Navs, 2 / 4 / 0 4 . 

« • • 

T h e m o s t fitting m a n n e r for t h e C o b d e n C l u b t o c e l e b r a t e 
t h e ann ive r s a ry of C o b d e n ' s b i r t h wou ld b e by m e n d i n g 
the i r ways a n d jo in ing , t h o u g h la te in t h e day , wi th t hose 
soc ie t ies which , fo l lowing C o b d e n ' s lead , " D e m a n d t ha t t h e 
Leg i s l a tu r e shal l re -va lue t h e l a n d a n d p u t a t axa t i on u p o n 
it in p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e n e e d s of t h e S t a t e . " If t h e C o b d e n 
C l u b h a d fa i thfu l ly fo l l owed C o b d e n ' s p r inc ip le s to the i r 
logical c o n c l u s i o n , t h e o v e r t h r o w of l a n d m o n o p o l y s h o u l d 
no t h a v e s e e n t h e r e c e n t r e c r u d e s c e n c e of P r o t e c t i o n i s t 
fa l lac ies d e a d a n d b u r i e d sixty yea r s ago . 

• • •» 

T h e Westminster Review for A p r i l c o n t a i n s a n a r t i c l e by 
A. W . en t i t l ed , " N o t all a Dream—interview with R i c h a r d 
C o b d e n ; wha t w o u l d h i s a l t e rna t ive pol icy b e . " T h e ar t ic le , 
wh ich has t h e first p l ace in t he Rev iew, ou t l i nes C o b d e n ' s 
pos i t ion as an u n c o m p r o m i s i n g o p p o n e n t of l a n d m o n o p o l y , 
ca l l ing in o n e of his las t u t t e r a n c e s for Soc ie t i e s t o a d v o c a t e 
t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values . T h e wri ter ha s g iven a m o s t 
i n s t ruc t ive a c c o u n t of t h e " I n t e r v i e w , " which we t rus t will 
b e widely read , if t h e C o b d e n C l u b w o u l d on ly w a k e n ou t 
of the i r s l eep a n d pub l i sh such l i t e r a t u r e ! 

« * * 

N o END OF OPPONENTS.—A c o r r e s p o n d e n t f r o m W e s t o n -
S u p e r - M a r e wr i tes : — " H e r e a c o m p a n y a r e b u i l d i n g a p ier . 
T h e l a n d o w n e r a s k e d £ 5 , 0 0 0 for us ing t h e s h o r e for d r iv ing 
t h e pi les . T h e a rb i t r a t o r g i v e h i m £ 7 0 0 , t h e C o m p a n y 
m a i n t a i n e d t h a t £ 1 0 0 wou ld b e a m p l e . H e r e t o o a r e 
co t t ages bu i l t c r o w d e d t o g e t h e r , n o g a r d e n a n d r e n t s high. 
T h e S ing le T a x s e e m s t o h a v e n o e n d of o p p o n e n t s . H a s it 
b e e n suff ic ient ly e x p l a i n e d so t h a t t h e poo r m a n a n d u n e d u -
c a t e d m a n a n d t h e m a n t i red wi th l o n g h o u r s of l a b o u r can 
u n d e r s t a n d ?" 

• * * 

W e a r e j u s t a f r a id t h e c a s e has no t yet b e e n e x p l a i n e d t o 
a n y n u m b e r of p e o p l e . A d d i t i o n a l s p e a k e r s a n d m o r e 
e x p l a n a t o r y l i t e ra tu re , wh ich m e a n s m o r e m o n e y , a r e bad ly 
n e e d e d . M e a n w h i l e Land Values e a c h m o n t h supp l i e s g o o d 
g r o u n d for e x p l a n a t i o n a n d d i s cus s ion . 

T h e S o u t h p o r t T o w n C o u n c i l h a v e nega t ived a p roposa l 
t o p u r c h a s e a si te o n t h e H e s k e t h e s t a t e at £ 2 , 3 5 0 , a n d 
a n d a n o t h e r o n t h e Sca r i sb r i ck e s t a t e at £ 6 0 0 0 , to b e la id 
o u t as r e c r e a t i o n g r o u n d s , as it is c o n s i d e r e d to b e a n un-
f a v o u r a b l e t i m e t o a d d th i s b u r d e n t o t h e rates . 
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O n 29/3 /04 , t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y Counci l , on the mot ion 
of Mr . Straus, resolved " T h a t in view of the decis ion of t h e 
H o u s e of C o m m o n s in favour of t h e second read ing of t h e 
L a n d Va lues (Assessment a n d Ra t ing ) Bill, t he Counc i l 
t rus ts his Ma jes ty ' s G o v e r n m e n t will t ake all necessary s teps 
to allow t h e measu re to b e passed dur ing t h e present Session 
of Pa r l i amen t . " 

* * * 

Mr. W . Wal lace , Secretary of the Liverpool Y o u n g Scots' 
Society, wri tes : — " I t will n o d o u b t b e in teres t ing for your 
readers to learn tha t Mr . E d w a r d M a c H u g h — f o r m a n y years 
res iden t in Glasgow—is c o n d u c t i n g a Poli t ical E c o n o m y 
Class in c o n n e c t i o n with th is Society. T h e m e m b e r s of the 
class are jus t now engaged in the s tudy of " Progress a n d 
Pover ty ," a n d t h a n k s to the able (voluntary) teacher , assisted 
by his u n i q u e char ts , t h e s t uden t s are mak ing great head-
way. T h e class has a m i n i m u m a t t e n d a n c e of twelve. F o r 
t h e benefi t of young m e n , young Scots or not , in this dis-
trict , I migh t m e n t i o n tha t t h e class mee t s every M o n d a y 
evening at Crane ' s Bui ldings , C h u r c h Street , L iverpool . 

INDIVIDUALISM A N D SOCIALISM. 

F r o m a p a p e r r e a d t o t h e S c o t t i s h S i n g l e T a x L e a g u e 
b y W m . M ' L e n n a n , G l a s g o w ( P a r t I.) 

THE title of this paper will have ind ica ted to you t h a t it is 
of the social p rob lem tha t I wish to speak, a n d I say the 
problem, because all t hose th ings tha t we are accus tomed 
to regard as difficulties or p rob lems—taxa t ion , housing, 
labour, d r ink , a n d so on ad infinitum—they all resolve 
themselves in one, viz., t h e fact of the pers i s tence of pover ty 
amids t advanc ing wealth. W h y it is, tha t with all our in-
crease of, a n d ever-increasing power of p roduc ing , wealth, 
wages t e n d ever towards tha t point tha t will give but a bare 
subsis tence, a n d consequent ly , even though we p r o d u c e per 
h e a d of the popula t ion m o r e weal th t han we ever d id before, 
it still r ema ins t rue tha t life does not seem, to t h e large 
mass of t h e popula t ion , any easier, or any brighter , or any 
m o r e secure . Compe t i t i on b e c o m e s fiercer a n d fiercer, and 
t h e struggle for sup remacy grows keener a n d keene r every 
day. 

Now, when we c o m e to cons ide r this great social quest ion, 
we are faced again with this e ternal dual i sm with regard to 
ideals a n d m o d e s of p r o g r e s s ; a n d t h e ever-recurring 
spectacle of liberal a n d progressive par t ies tha t split u p into 
the i r cons t i tuent e lements , a n d go ou t in to the wilderness, 
is o n e tha t is so familiar to all of us tha t it hardly requires 
t o be q u o t e d as an i l lustrat ion of this t endency . Now, this 
t endency to split is caused at bo t t om by a cleavage of prin-
ciples or ideals. O n e sect ion would go forward to the 
p romised land, while the o the r still seems to hanke r after 
t h e fleshpots ; but which is which, a n d where ei ther of t h e m 
is going is a ques t ion tha t is no t always easy for t h e average 
m a n to de te rmine . If we m a k e a carefu l analysis, I th ink 
we shall find tha t this t e n d e n c y to go off in different direc-
t ions is b r o u g h t abou t by a d i f ference in ou r root theor ies 
of progress, a n d by a confus ion of t h o u g h t as to which is 
t h e best way to go. A l though the old pagan " law of the 
m e a n " has been formally d isplaced as a law of life or 
deve lopment , yet we find tha t it c rops up in unexpec t ed 
places, a n d plays a large t h o u g h unconsc ious part in the life 
a n d though t of m a n k i n d . I say an unconsc ious part , for 
a l though we are the vic t ims of this old ideal, yet it is to b e 
observed tha t when p u s h e d or dr iven back on bo t tom prin-
ciples or ideals of progress, we are at all t imes very careful 
to at least profess someth ing higher . 

T h e theory of the progress of civilization tha t domina t e s 
t h e world of t hough t to-day is tha t which is known as t h e 
evolut ion theory. T h i s theory, e l abora ted by H e r b e r t 
Spencer a n d o thers of his school, exists in a c rude and 
diffused fo rm in c o m m o n life a n d though t . T h e theory, to 
pu t it shortly, is " that civilization progresses by t h e increase 
of man ' s powers, a n d t h e improvemen t of his quali t ies 
t h rough t h e opera t ion of t h e law of the survival of the fittest, 

a n d t h e heredi tary t ransmiss ion of acqu i red quali t ies ." I t 
is no par t of my task to-night to comba t this theory. I t is 
e n o u g h to say tha t I d o not th ink it explains all, or near ly 
all, the facts of progress. I d o not th ink that progress is 
t h e o u t c o m e of a slow race deve lopment , or tha t advance in 
civilization is the result of forces tha t work in this way for 
the elevation of m a n k i n d I th ink this theory of evolut ion 
as appl ied to s ciety an even poorer, a n d certainly less 
artistic explanat ion of the facts of life t han t h e old pagan 
law of the mean , a n d I ven tu re to say tha t if this ideal of 
deve lopmen t was he ld widely and consistently, our civiliza-
t ion would go u p o n the rocks as the old Greek civilization 
d id . 

T h e history of this theory is interest ing as showing h e w 
persis tent a re our habi ts a n d modes of thought , a n d how 
conservat ive we really are at bo t tom. I t seems to m e to 
have acqui red its power, a n d achieved its conques t in t h e 
world of thought , largely f rom the fact tha t it ga thered 
toge ther a n d welded into one all t he stray theories a n d 
pre jud ices tha t were floating abou t at t h e t ime. As H e n r y 
Geo rge says, " I t gave a scientific fo rmula to ideas tha t 
a l ready prevai led ." I t ha rmonized t h e pre jud ices of the 
t i m e : the Mal thus ian theory of popula t ion , the theory tha t 
differences of civilization were d u e to race differences, a n d 
tha t o ther a n d m o r e venerable theory which for so long 
t ime pe rmea ted the world of theology, a n d accord ing to 
which " some were elected to everlasting l i f e " ; as for the 
rest of mank ind , they were cons igned to the cus tody of the 
devil and his angels. 

Bu t beh ind this so-called scientific theory of t h e " survival 
of the fittest," a n d t h e perfect ion of the race by the el imina-
t ion of the lower types, the re rises tha t fairer a n d g rander 
concep t ion of life, which has for its cent ra l objec t ive t h e 
individual life. A n d this ideal has held its own against 
every o ther theory of life tha t has ever been fo rmula ted or 
inferred, viz., tha t the law which governs the progress of 
civilization is n o n e other t han the mora l law, t h e law of 
G o d , the spirit of which is so well expressed in t h e o ld- t ime 
covenant , " I f ye will k e e p my c o m m a n d m e n t s , a n d my 
statutes, a n d my judgment s , a n d walk in my ways, I will 
m a k e of you a great na t ion ," and just in so far as we have 
been t rue to this concep t ion of life, a n d this law of progress, 
jus t as we have sought to e m b o d y in our laws and institu-
t ions the principles of t ruth, a n d just ice, a n d r ighteousness , 
so in like propor t ion have we been enab led to progress as 
we have done . 

Th i s ideal of life, this theory of progress f o u n d its h ighes t 
expression in Christ . All H i s care was for t h e individual . 
T h e very meanes t a n d most deg raded of G c d ' s creatures H e 
looked u p o n with a pitying a n d kindly eye, a n d to H i m t h e 
single life was t h e all impor tant thing. H e could see how 
narrow and ignoble systems may pervert a n d degrade m a n , 
bu t H e recognised also that society is m a d e u p of individuals , 
a n d that , if you want to purify a n d ennob l e society, you mus t 
first convert t h e individual , no t necessarily every individual , 
b u t sufficient to leaven the whole. H e saw how m e n were 
g round down without he lp or horizon u n d e r a deg raded 
system, a n d H e dec la ied to t h e m the gospel of a bound less 
hope . H e was the personif icat ion of t ru th and r ighteous-
ness, and of that jus t ice whose o ther n a m e is Love. 

I have gone in to these th ings because it seems to m e 
tha t it is down at this bo t t om that m e n primarily sp l i t ; a n d 
in n o sphere of h u m a n life a n d though t is this t endency to 
dual ism, this t endency to split and fly off at a tangent , so 
fatal to the cause of t rue progress a n d civilization as in tha t 
region of though t that is devoted to t h e cause of social 
regenera t ion . 

Now, since m a n was able to formula te or give expression 
t o his yearnings, h e has always d r e a m e d of someth ing bet ter , 
someth ing higher than anyth ing he had as yet a t t a ined to, 
a n d they tha t are accoun ted the greatest of Ea r th ' s poets 
a n d redeemers have been those that have given the h ighes t 
a n d finest expression to this yearning for someth ing bet ter , 
th is t endency to see visions a n d to d r e a m dreams . T h i s is 
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p a r t of t h e sp i r i tua l e l e m e n t t h a t is in m a n : th is is t h e 
e l e m e n t t ha t ra ises h i m a b o v e t h e b ru t e , th i s is tha t which 
h e has in c o m m o n , a n d which m a k e s h i m a co -worker wi th 
G o d his M a k e r . T h i s t e n d e n c y t o p i c t u r e a g lo r ious f u t u r e 
h a s t a k e n m a n y fo rms , a n d t h e d r e a m e r h imse l f ha s invari-
ab ly b e e n t he ch i ld of his t ime , a n d in m a n y r e spec t s t h e 
c r e a t u r e of his e n v i r o n m e n t . S o m e t i m e s it was mere ly a 
m a t e r i a l U t o p i a of w h i c h h e d r e a m e d , of a t i m e w h e n his 
bel ly s h o u l d b e filled, a n d his b a c k s h o u l d b e c l o t h e d , of a 
t i m e w h e n n o n e s h o u l d b e o v e r w o r k e d , a n d n o n e s h o u l d 
w a n t ; b u t e v e r y w h e r e it was r e c o g n i s e d t h a t t h e in te l l ec tua l 
a n d sp i r i tua l e l e m e n t s in m a n m u s t b e bui l t u p o n t h e a n i m a l 
a n d t h e phys ica l . E v e r y w h e r e it was r e c o g n i z e d t ha t t h e 
r ight of t h e i n d i v i d u a l was b e f o r e all t h i n g s ; eve rywhere it 
was r ecogn i zed t ha t j u s t i c e c a m e first a n d cha r i t y a l o n g 
way a f t e r ; e v e r y w h e r e it was r ecogn ized t ha t r i g h t e o u s n e s s 
was t h e p r i m a r y v i r tue u p o n w h i c h all t h e o t h e r s were bui l t . 
E v e r y w h e r e a n d at all t i m e s it was recogn ized , m o r e or less 
c lear ly , t ha t soc ie ty was mere ly a c o l l t c t i o n of ind iv idua ls , 
t ha t t h e S t a t e h a d n o r ights w h a t e v e r e x c e p t wha t were 
d e l e g a t e d t o it by t h e i nd iv idua l s c o m p o s i n g it, a n d tha t if 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l on ly willed it, h e c o u l d m a k e Soc ie ty a n y t h i n g 
h e h a d a m i n d to m a k e it. Hack in t h e p r i m o r d i a l ages , 
w h e n t h e wor ld was y o u n g , a n d t h e r e were vast spaces , m a n 
was t h e c r e a t o r as well a s t h e c r e a t u r e . T h e n as now h e 
d r e a m e d h is d r e a m s a n d c h e r i s h e d his ideals , a n d of t h e 
m a k i n g of g o d s t h e r e was n o e n d a t all. T a k e , for e x a m p l e , 
o n e of t h e ear l ies t of which we h a v e a n y r eco rd . J a c o b 
s o u g h t t o m a k e with G o d a ba rga in wh ich is typ ica l of t h e 
m a n a n d of t h e r ace a n d of t h e t ime , a n d which a t t h e s a m e 
t i m e r ecogn i se s c lear ly tha t m a n is first of all a phys ica l 
be ing , " a l a n d a n i m a l . " I n t h e m o r n i n g w h e n h e r®se f r o m 
h is p i l low of s tone , a f t e r h a v i n g d r e a m e d t h a t b e a u t i f u l 
d r e a m in wh ich h e b e h e l d t h e l a d d e r t h a t r e a c h e d f r o m 
e a r t h t o h e a v e n , o n e w o u l d i m a g i n e t ha t his t h o u g h t s w o u l d 
h a v e b e e n up l i f t ed , o r a t least c o l o u r e d by t h e even t s of t h e 
n ight . B u t J a c o b was a t all t i m e s a very s a n e a n d a very 
p rac t i ca l m a n , a n d h e is r e p o r t e d to h a v e said, " I f t h e L o r d 
will b e with m e in t h e way t ha t I shal l go, a n d will g ive m e 
b r e a d to eat a n d r a i m e n t t o p u t on , so t h a t I c o m e aga in to 
m y f a the r ' s h o u s e in p e a c e , t h e n shal l t h e L o r d b e m y G o d . " 
H e d i d n o t ho ld with t h e g o d s t ha t wen t o u t t o war, o r fell 
a s leep , or t a r r i ed in a n inn, o r were " n o t a t h o m e " w h e n 
the i r se rv ices were r e q u i r e d . VVe suspec t h i m of ho ld ing in 
c o n t e m p t t h e g a u d y a n d p i c t u r e s q u e de i t i es of t h e civilza-
t ions a r o u n d h i m . T h e des i r e t o g o b a c k t o his f a the r ' s 
h o u s e , a p r o s p e r o u s a n d success fu l pa t r i a r ch , sugges t s 
i l l imi tab le possibi l i t ies , b u t w h a t h e w a n t e d for i m m e d i a t e 
u s e in t h e i m m e d i a t e f u t u r e was a p la in eve ryday g o d . 
B r e a d to ea t a n d r a i m e n t t o p u t on c o n s t i t u t e d t h e s u m of 
his de s i r e s a s far as t h e de i ty was c o n c e r n e d ; for t h e res t , 
t h e l a n d was wide a n d c h e a p , a n d h e was wil l ing t o c a r v e 
o u t h i s o w n d e s t i n y a n d c r e a t e h i s o w n e n v i r o n m e n t . H e 
r e c o g n i s e d — 

" That heaven is not reached at a single bound, 
But we build the ladder by which we rise, 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies. 

And we mount to the summit round by round." 
N o w , th i s p o w e r t o s e e in to t h e fu tu re , t o p i c t u r e a wor ld 

so fa i r , was n o t c o n f i n e d t o a n y r ace o r t o a n y t ime . T h e 
d a r k e y s a n g of t h e t i m e w h e n " t h e r e w o u l d b e c o r n a n d 
p u m p k i n s p l en ty a ly ing in t h e b a r n . " T h e A r a b , w a n d e r i n g 
over t h e a r id wi lde rness , saw as in a mi rage , " A vale of 
E l i m , a s h a d y g len , w h e r e i n were twelve sweet wells of 
water , a n d t h r e e s co re p a l m s a n d t e n . " E v e n t h e P a g a n 
poets , a n d t h a t in a d e c a d e n t era, h a d the i r vis ion of a 
G o l d e n Age , w h e r e i n was s o n g a n d l augh te r , a n d all t h e 
g l a d s o m e n e s s , a n d al l t h e j o y o u s n e s s of life, vis ions of a 
l a n d " w h e r e it was a lways a f t e r n o o n . " 

T h e agr icu l tu r i s t a l so , t he m a n w h o was n e a r e s t t o o u r 
m o t h e r ea r th , p i c t u r e d to h imse l f t h e l a n d of h i s des i re . 
O u t b e y o n d t h e c o n f i n e s of t h e s tony d e s e r t , o n t h e o t h e r 
s ide of t h e swel l ing J o r d a n , h e c o u l d see t h e sunl i t fields of 
t h e p r o m i s e d l and , a g o o d a n d fert i le l and , a l a n d f lowing 
with mi lk a n d h o n e y , a l a n d of p e a c e a n d p l e n t y , a l a n d 

whe re eve ry m a n s h o u l d sit u n d e r h i s o w n v ine a n d fig t ree , 
n o n e d a r i n g t o m a k e h i m af ra id . 

VVhat of t h e t o w n s m a n ? Yea , h e a l so h a d h i s v is ion of 
a n ideal city, a r e s t o r e d J e r u s a l e m . S h e t o h i m was a ci ty 
of t ru th , a c i ty t h a t was set u p o n a hill ; p e a c e shal l b e 
wi th in h e r ga tes , p rospe r i t y u n d e r t h e s h a d o w of h e r w a l l s ; 
s h e sha l l d r a w all n a t i o n s u n t o her . A s far a s I h a v e 
n o t i c e d , s u c h vis ions r a t h e r a v o i d e d t h e p l a n e of a m e r e l y 
ma te r i a l p rogress , a n d t h e e lec t r i c car , t h e m o t o r lorry, a n d 
t h e H o u s i n g C o m m i s s i o n were merc i fu l l y h i d d e n b e h i n d 
t h e veil. B u t he r h e a l t h s ta t i s t ics s h o w e d t ha t h e r c i t izens 
l ived far b e y o n d t h e a l lo t t ed s p a n , " every m a n wi th his staff 
in his h a n d for very a g e . " A n d w h e r e is t h e r e a n idea l for 
a city so sweet a n d so t e n d e r as t h i s : " I n t h e c i ty t h e r e 
shall b e a m u l t i t u d e of boys a n d gir ls p lay ing a b o u t in t h e 
s t ree t s t h e r e o f . " A n d eve r a n d a n o n h e rose t o s u b l i m e r 
he ights , a n d t h e r e bu r s t u p o n h is vis ion a v e r i t a b l e city of 
G o d . W i t h t h e eye of fa i th , a n d f r o m his P i s g a h ' s he igh t , 
h e c o u l d d i s c e r n he r towers a n d b a t t l e m e n t s as t h e y rose 
i n t o t h e a m b i e n t air . H e saw t h e flash of h e r j a s p e r s t ree t s 
a n d t h e g l e a m of h e r s a p p h i r e walls, c a u g h t t h e s h e e n of h e r 
g o l d e n ga tes a n d " t h e glint of h e r l augh ing w a t e r s " ; 
d r e a m e d of a ci ty t ha t h a d f o u n d a t i o n , w h o s e b u i l d e r a n d 
m a k e r was G o d . 

A n d sure ly t ha t wh ich w e call U t o p i a c u l m i n a t e s in t h a t 
vis ion of un ive r sa l p e a c e , t ha t v i s ion of t h e p o e t - p r o p h e t 
tha t is p e r h a p s t h e g r a n d e s t a n d t h e fairest t ha t e v e r was 
v o u c h s a f e d t o t h e s in fu l s o n s of m e n , t ha t v is ion in w h i c h is 
f o r e s h a d o w e d t h e t i m e w h e n e v e n t h e c rue l ty of n a t u r e shal l 
h a v e c e a s e d : — 

" W h e n t h e wolf a l so shal l dwel l wi th t h e l a m b , w h e n t h e 
l e o p a r d shal l l ie d o w n wi th t h e k id , t h e calf , a n d t h e y o u n g 
l ion, a n d t h e fa t l ing t o g e t h e r , a n d a l i t t le ch i ld shal l l e ad 
t h e m ; t h e n t h e y shall n o t h u r t n o r d e s t r o y in all m y ho ly 
m o u n t a i n , for t h e e a r t h shal l b e fu l l of t h e k n o w l e d g e of t h e 
L o r d , a s t h e wa te r s c o v e r t h e sea . " 

I t is to t h e c red i t of m a n k i n d t h a t h e has neve r b e e n a b l e 
t o r id h imse l f of t h e t e n d e n c y t o s e e v is ions a n d t o d r e a m 
b e a u t i f u l d r e a m s , a n d it is no t for l ack of des i re , n o r yet for 
l ack of k n o w l e d g e , t h a t h e h a s n o t ye t b e e n a b l e t o r e a c h 
t h e d e s i r e d h a v e n , o r t o p l a n t h i s foo t u p o n t h e l a d d e r t ha t 
r e a c h e s f r o m e a r t h to h e a v e n . 

I .L .P . A N D F I S C A L P O L I C Y . 
T a x a t i o n o f L a n d V a l u e s D e m a n d e d -

A t t h e a n n u a l c o n f e r e n c e of t h e I n d e p e n d e n t L a b o u r 
Par ty , h e l d a t Ca rd i f f ear ly in Apri l , t h e fo l lowing r e so lu t i on 
was ca r r i ed , o n t h e m o t i o n of Mr . C o u n c i l l o r P a r k e r 
( H a l i f a x ) , s e c o n d e d b y M r . G a v i n D u f f y ;— 

" T h a t th is C o n f e r e n c e p r o t e s t s s t rong ly o n n a t i o n a l a n d 
i n t e rna l g r o u n d s aga ins t al l p r o p o s a l s for p l ac ing 
tariff r e s t r i c t i ons u p o n i m p o r t s , a n d espec ia l ly aga ins t 
a n y tariff s c h e m e c a l c u l a t e d t o l imit t h e s u p p l y o r 
i n c r e a s e t h e cos t of f o o d ; a n d n o less s t rong ly p r o t e s t s 
aga ins t t h e ex i s t ing e x o r b i t a n t c h a r g e of ren ts , 
roya l t ies , a n d ra i lway ra tes , w h i c h ser ious ly h a n d i c a p 
Br i t i sh i ndus t ry , no t on ly in fo re ign e x c h a n g e , b u t in 
t h e h o m e m a r k e t . F u r t h e r r e c o g n i s i n g t h a t in th i s 
c o u n t i y u n d e r F r e e T r a d e , a s in o t h e r c o u n t r i e s u n d e r 
P r o t e c t i o n , t h e b u l k of t h e p o p u l a t i o n r e m a i n s in a 
s h a m e f u l c o n d i t i o n of pover ty , b a d h o u s i n g , a n d 
u n c e r t a i n t y of e m p l o y m e n t , th is C o n f e r e n c e cal ls fo r 
l eg i s la t ion t o n a t i o n a l i s e t h e mines , rai lways, a n d 
o t h e r i ndus t r i a l m o n o p o l i e s , a n d t o s e c u r e t h e abol i -
t i on of i n d i r e c t t axa t i on a n d t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d 
values , in o r d e r t h a t t h e w e a l t h c r e a t e d m a y b e s h a r e d 
b y t h e c o m m u n i t y , a n d n o t b e for t h e a d v a n t a g e of 
t h e r ich a n d id le c lasses . " 

All i ndus t r i a l m o n o p o l i e s h a v e t h e i r r o o t s in l a n d m o n o -
poly , t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d va lues j u s t b e c a u s e it will d i s t u r b 
th i s f o u n d a t i o n o u g h t t o c o m e first a n d b e p res sed f o r w a r d 
as t h e o n e a l t e rna t ive t o P r o t e c t i o n . I t wou ld t h r o w o p e n 
t h e l a n d , ra ise wages, a n d t h e r e b y d i s t r i b u t e wea l th bes ides 
t a k i n g pub l i c ly e a r n e d v a l u e s for p u b l i c p u r p o s e s . 
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Scottish B o t e s ant) IRews. 
[Scottish readers of Land Values are invited to send news for this 

column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated. ] 

W e h a v e still a l a rge s u p p l y of t h e c h e a p e d i t i o n of 
" P r o t e c t i o n o r F r e e T r a d e . " S p e c i a l t e r r a s for q u a n t i t i e s 
of n o t less t h a n o n e d o z e n . 

* * * 

D u r i n g t h e m o n t h w e w e r e f a v o u r e d a t 13 D u n d a s S t ree t 
wi th a visit f r o m M r . B e d f o r d , M . H . R . , N e w Z e a l a n d . O u r 
f r i e n d a n d c o - w o r k e r h a d a n i n t e r e s t i n g s to ry t o tel l of t h e 
f o r w a r d pos i t i on of t h e C o l o n y , w h i c h h e l a rge ly a t t r i b u t e d 
t o t h e po l icy of k e e p i n g d o w n l a n d m o n o p o l y . T h e r e were, 
h e d e c l a r e d , p r ac t i ca l l y n o u n e m p l o y e d in N e w Z e a l a n d , 
a n d t h e t r e n d of p u b l i c o p i n i o n was in f a v o u r of a f u r t h e r 
i n s t a l m e n t of t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d va lues . 

* * * 

T h e p h o t o of M r . H a r r y S. M u r r a y g iven in a n o t h e r 
c o l u m n is f r o m t h e b l o c k u s e d by The Young Scot Apr i l 
issue. T h e " Y . S . " is t h e j o u r n a l of t h e Y o u n g S c o t m o v e -
m e n t . T h i s Soc ie ty , i n s t i t u t e d N o v e m b e r , 1900 , exis ts t o 
s t i m u l a t e in t e re s t in p r o g r e s s i v e pol i t ics , t o e n c o u r a g e t h e 
s t u d y of h i s to ry , socia l a n d i n d u s t r i a l s c i e n c e a n d e c o n o m i c s , 
a n d gene ra l ly to p r o m o t e L i b e r a l p r inc ip le s . S i n c e i ts 
f o r m a t i o n c lo se u p o n 3 0 b r a n c h a s s o c i a t i o n s h a v e b e e n 
f o r m e d in v a r i o u s p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y . M u c h g o o d dis-
cuss ion o n p u b l i c q u e s t i o n s has b e e n p r o m o t e d , a n d m a n y 
n e w w o r k e r s h a v e b e e n e n l i s t e d in t h e se rv ice of th i s n e w 
R a d i c a l p l a t f o r m . The Young Scot tel ls e a c h m o n t h of t h e 
ac t iv i t i es of t h e va r ious b r a n c h a s soc i a t i ons . By pos t , 1/6 
p e r a n n u m , T h e D a r i e n P res s , E d i n b u r g h . 

•» * • 

M e e t i n g s were a d d r e s s e d last m o n t h by J o h n O r r a t 
B r i d g e t o n C r o s s ( n i n e o p e n - a i r m e e t i n g s ) ; G o v a n C r o s s 
( e igh t o p e n - a i r m e e t i n g s ) ; J o h n P a u l a t C u p a r L i b e r a l C l u b , 
D u n t o c h e r L i b e r a l A s s o c i a t i o n ( p u b l i c m e e t i n g ) . G l a s g o w 
a n d d i s t r i c t m e m b e r s a r e e a r n e s t l y a s k e d t o ass is t a t t h e 
open-a i r m e e t i n g s in s p e a k i n g , se l l ing a n d d i s t r i b u t i n g 
l i t e r a tu re , a n d o t h e r w i s e ass is t t o m a k e t h e s u m m e r ' s o p e n -
a i r c a m p a i g n a d e c i d e d succes s . 
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WM. R. LESTER* M.A. 

Pres ident Scottish League for the T a x a t i o n of Land V a l u e s . 

A N N U A L MEETING, 16th APRIL, 1904. 

T h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e S c o t t i s h S ing le T a x L e a g u e 
was h e l d a t 13 D u n d a s S t r ee t , G la sgow, o n S a t u r d a y even-
ing, 16 th inst . , ex-Bai l ie Bu r t , J . P . , P r e s i d e n t , in t h e cha i r . 
T h e r e was a g o o d a t t e n d a n c e of m e m b e r s f r o m va r ious 
p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y . T h e S e c r e t a r y s u b m i t t e d a r e p o r t 
d e a l i n g wi th t h e work of t h e L e a g u e a n d t h e p r o g r e s s of t h e 
m o v e m e n t d u r i n g t h e pas t twelve m o n t h s . A M a n i f e s t o 
h a d b e e n i s sued o n t h e fiscal c o n t r o v e r s y se t t ing f o r t h t h e 
bel ief a n d a i m of t h e L e a g u e in t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d va lues 
as t h e c o m p l e m e n t t o R i c h a r d C o b d e n ' s w o r k in f r e e i n g 
t h e t r a d e of t h e c o u n t r y f r o m p r o t e c t i o n a n d r e s t r i c t i on . 
T h e leaf le t h a d b e e n wide ly d i s t r i b u t e d . A l o n g wi th t h e 
E n g l i s h L e a g u e , a c h e a p ed i t i on of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s well-
k n o w n b o o k , " P r o t e c t i o n or F r e e T r a d e , " h a d b e e n 
p u b l i s h e d . S o m e 2 5 , 0 0 0 cop i e s of t h e b o o k h a d b e e n 
a l r e a d y so ld in E n g l a n d a n d S c o t l a n d . T h i s h a d b r o u g h t t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s of t h e L e a g u e b e f o r e a wide a n d n e w c o n s t i t u e n c y , 
a n d h a d h e l p e d t o s t eady t h e p u b l i c s e n t i m e n t in m a i n t a i n -
ing t h e p r e s e n t po l icy , wh i l e a t t h e s a m e t i m e s h o w i n g t h e 
n e e d for t h e abo l i t i on of t h e r e s t r i c t i ons i m p o s e d o n t r a d e 
a n d c o m m e r c e by l a n d m o n o p o l y , a n d b y t h e p r e s e n t sys t em 
of t a x a t i o n . A f u r t h e r p a m p h l e t i l l u s t r a t ed wi th t w o dia-
g r a m s c o n s t r u c t e d f r o m T h o r o l d R o g e r s ' b o o k , " Six C e n -
tu r i e s of W o r k a n d W a g e s , " s h o w i n g t n e wage l ine t h r o u g h 
six cen tu r i e s , h a d m e t wi th m u c h app rova l , e spec ia l ly a m o n g 
ac t i ve po l i t i c i ans . A n e igh t -page p a m p h l e t g iv ing Sir H e n r y 
C a m p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n ' s r e c e n t r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e t a x a t i o n of 
l a n d values , j u s t p u b l i s h e d , h a d a l r eady b e e n well r e c e i v e d . 
At t h e Glasgow m u n i c i p a l e l ec t i ons in N o v e m b e r last two 
n e w m e m b e r s — M e s s r s . N i c o l a n d H e n d e r s o n — h a d b e e n 
e l ec t ed p l e d g e d t o s u p p o r t t h e C o u n c i l ' s pol icy in p r o m o t i n g 
t h e t a x a t i o n of l a n d va lue s A b o u t 50 m e m b e r s of t h e 
G l a s g o w Ci ty C o u n c i l we re n o w ful ly p l e d g e d t o t h i s pol icy. 

T h e H e n r y G e o r g e C o m m e m o r a t i o n D a y was c e l e b r a t e d 
2 n d S e p t e m b e r with an a d d r e s s f r o m M r . H e n r y T a y l o r of 
S o u t h Aus t r a l i a , who, a l o n g wi th M r s . T a y l o r , was on a 
visit to S c o t l a n d a t t h e t i m e . A r e p o r t of t h e p r o c e e d i n g s 
a p p e a r e d in t h e O c t o b e r n u m b e r of Land Values. 

D u r i n g t h e w in t e r m o n t h s a c lass for t h e s t u d y of Po l i t i c a l 
E c o n o m y h a d b e e n h e l d a t 13 D u n d a s S t ree t . T h e m e e t -
ings, h e l d e a c h W e d n e s d a y e v e n i n g f r o m O c t o b e r t o M a r c h , 



May, 1904. Land Values. 
were c o n d u c t e d by Mr . VVm. R c i d with m u c h approval a n d 
s u c c e s s . 

A b o u t 140 mee t ings had been addres sed by speakers of 
t h e L e a g u e in Glasgow a n d m a n y parts of Sco t l and f rom as 
far n o r t h as Abe rdeen to Selkirk a n d Ayr in t he south. 26 
of t hese meet ings were open-air (Glasgow), organised by Mr. 
J o h n Or r a n d addres sed by him, assisted at t imes by o the r 
m e m b e r s of the League. T h e s e open-ai r meet ings 
would be c o n t i n u e d and ex tended du r ing the s u m m e r 
mon ths . Dur ing t he discussion in Pa r l i amen t of t he 
I r ish L a n d P u r c h a s e Bill passed by the G o v e r n m e n t , 
t he Execu t ive of t he L e a g u e at a special mee t ing 
a d o p t e d a resolut ion aff irming " t h a t landlordism was 
t he chief cause of the pover ty of the people, a n d fu r ther ex-
pressed regret at t he suppor t given the s econd read ing of 
the Bill by those m e m b e r s of Par l iament p ledged to t he 
se t t l ement of t he l and ques t ion by the taxat ion of l and 
values, a se t t lement which canno t in any way be reconci led 
with t he proposal to subs t i tu te for t he p resen t landlords a 
class of tenant-owners , with special m o n o p o l y powers a n d 
privileges in the use of the land, over t he mass of the Irish 
peop le . " T h e Glasgow Liberal Counc i l had also c o n d e m n e d 
the Bill, declar ing by a vote of 27 to 13 " t h a t the Bill 
shou ld be a m e n d e d to ins t i tu te a system of occupy ing 
t enan t s of the Sta te , u n d e r direct control of an Ir ish Board , 
or Counc i l , ins tead of the system of occupy ing ownersh ip 
e m b o d i e d in the B i l l ; tha t a d e q u a t e provision be m a d e for 
a l lo tments , or crofts , to the Ir ish l a b o u r e r s ; a n d that t he 
pr ice to be pa id t he landlords shou ld not exceed t he fair 
ma rke t value of any improvemen t s they may have m a d e on 
t he l and . " 

At t he a u t u m n mee t ing of the Scott ish Libera l Associat ion 
a resolut ion was unan imous ly adop ted to the effect " tha t 
t r ade a n d industr ial d e v e l o p m e n t were greatly restr icted by 
the p resen t system of land t enu re and taxat ion, a n d u rges 
as t he a l ternat ive the taxation of the value of land, and , as 
t he u l t imate aim of Liberal policy, the abol i t ion of all taxes 
on t h e food of the people . " T h e W o m e n ' s Liberal Confer -
e n c e at E d i n b u r g h h a d passed a similar resolut ion declar ing 
for t he taxat ion of l and values as t he a l te rna t ive policy t o 
p ro tec t ion . 

T h e Scot t ish T r a d e s U n i o n Congress , at the i r mee t ing 
held in Ayr last year, unan imous ly endo r sed the pr incip le 
of t he taxat ion of l and values as being " the most pract ical 
basis to the solut ion of the labour p rob lem, a n d also the 
best a n d readiest m e a n s of tu rn ing revenue c rea ted by t he 
c o m m u n i t y in to the c o m m o n purse, and fu r ther urged u p o n 
t he Par l i amenta ry C o m m i t t e e a n d T r a d e s Union i s t s of 
Sco t l and t he desirabil i ty of m a k m g this a test ques t ion a t 
all imper ia l a n d local g o v e r n m e n t e lec t ions ." 

D u r i n g the year two Bills for t he taxat ion of land values 
h a d been before Par l iament . O n 22/3 /03 , Dr. M a c n a m a r a 
b rough t in a bill which was de fea t ed by t he narrow major i ty 
of 13, while this year, o n the 11th March, Mr . C. P. Trevel-
yan in t roduced the Bill p romoted by the great munic ipal i t ies 
of t he country , which was carr ied by a major i ty of 67. 
G o v e r n m e n t suppor te r s voted for this measu re to the n u m -
ber of 36. Dur ing t h e year t he T o w n Counc i l s of Liverpool , 
B rad fo rd , a n d Manches t e r h a d m a d e s trong p ronounce -
m e n t s in favour of t h e proposal , a n d had jo ined t he Glasgow 
Corpora t ion in p romot ing Confe r ences of representa t ives 
f rom the Local R a t i n g Author i t ies of t h e count ry . T h e 
result of these mee t ings was t he Bill i n t r o d u c e d by Mr . 
T reve lyan a n d car r ied t r iumphan t ly in Pa r l i amen t . T h e 
Corpora t ions of the coun t ry are d e t e r m i n e d t o see this policy 
given legislative effect t o at t he earliest possible m o m e n t , 
a n d it is grat ifying to know tha t t he ra tepayers in all ou r 
indust r ia l cen t res a re beh ind t h e T o w n Counci l lo rs with 
even s t ronger convic t ion a n d de te rmina t ion . 

A no tab le a n d pleasing fea ture of t he year was t he adop-
t ion of Mr. H . S. Murray , a Vice-Pres iden t of t he League , 
as t he Liberal c a n d i d a t e for Govan (Lanarksh i re , Sco t land) . 
Mr. Murray was unan imous ly r e c o m m e n d e d by the G o v a n 
Libera l Counci l . H e subsequen t ly add re s sed th ree pub l i c 

mee t ings in the division, where his c a n d i d a t u r e was warmly 
approved . In the ne ighbour ing cons t i tuency of D u m b a r -
tonshire , ano the r able advoca te of t h e taxation of land values 
in t h e pe r son of Mr . J a m e s D u n d a s Whi te , M.A. , L L . D . , 
is before the electors as the Libera l cand ida te . Mr . Whi te , 
in his speeches a n d by his p a m p h l e t on the taxat ion of l and 
values, which has been widely c i rcula ted , is do ing excel lent 
work for t h e m o v e m e n t t he L e a g u e exists to p romote . 

Ove r t h e Borde r t he Leagues for t he T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values at Newcast le , Bradford , Keighley , Hal i fax , Liverpool , 
a n d L o n d o n h a d been actively engaged in p r o m o t i n g t he 
p r o p a g a n d a at munic ipa l e lect ions, by publ ic mee t ings a n d 
by t he d is t r ibut ion of l i tera ture . T h i s work h a d ir.et with 
great success, add ing m u c h to t h e publ ic sen t imen t in favour 
of o u r ideas. 

A b r o a d the taxat ion of land values was making sat isfactory 
progress in legislation. I n 1899 t he Pruss ian Minis ter of 
F i n a n c e a n d of the In te r io r r e c o m m e n d e d to C o m m u n i t i e s 
t he taxat ion of l and values u p o n t he c o m m u n a l value, a n d 
s ince tha t t ime close u p o n 100 G e r m a n local rat ing bodies 
h a d given effect to this r e c o m m e n d a t i o n . T h e G e r m a n 
L a n d R s f o r m League was act ively engaged in t he advocacy 
of th is policy. In Sou th Afr ica , at t he first Congress of 
munic ipa l bodies he ld at J o h a n n e s b u r g on 18/5 /03 , t he 
proposal to tax land values for local purposes me t with m u c h 
suppor t , t h e C o n f e r e n c e resolving to separa te the value of 
land f rom the va lue of bui ld ings , a n d that taxa t ion u p o n 
bui ld ings be d r o p p e d . T h i s dec is ion was widely no t iced at 
the t ime by the press of Sou th Afr ica and in this coun t ry as an 
indica t ion of t he c o m i n g c h a n g e in t he i nc idence of local 
ra t ing in the Engl ish-speaking world in t h e radical d i rect ion 
of taxing t he un improved value of land. I n J a m a i c a a 
pet i t ion h a d been fo rwarded to the Colonial Secre tary 
urging tha t t he salvation of tha t par t of the E m p i r e lay in 
t he d i rec t ion of inst i tut ing this c h a n g e in the ma t t e r of ra t ing 
a n d taxat ion. I n t he Austral ian Colon ies the educa t iona l 
work of the Leagues had b e e n well m a i n t a i n e d d u r i n g 
the past twelve mon ths . As an example of t he growing 
s t rength a n d popular i ty of the m o v e m e n t there , Mr . J . H . 
Car ru thers , leader of t he Oppos i t ion in t he Pa r l i amen t of 
New South Wales, was the chief speaker at t he H e n r y 
George anniversary mee t ing he ld at Sydney in S e p t e m b e r 
last. Mr . Ca r ru the r s pa id a high c o m p l i m e n t to H e n r y 
George as o n e of t he world 's grea tes t thinkers , saying " he 
had paved t he way for tha t system of land value taxat ion a t 
first so bit terly o p p o s e d in Austral ia, but which now that it 
had been on t h e S t a t u t e Book, was accep ted as t he r ight 
system of taxa t ion ." I n New Zea land abou t fifty Local 
Ra t ing Bodies h a d a d o p t e d the pr incip le of tak ing the whole 
of their r evenue f rom a Single T a x on L a n d Va lues corre-
spondingly relieving bui ld ings a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s of all 
ra tes . T h e city of Wel l ington , the capital of t he colony, 
with a popula t ion of 50,000, h a d a d o p t e d t he policy by a 
vote of the ra tepayers of 1261 to 591, in N o v e m b e r , 1901. 
T h e T o w n Clerk of Wel l ing ton , Mr. J . R . Pa lmer , in his 
A n n u a l R e p o r t to t h e Mayor a n d Counci l lors of the city, 
1902-03, gives sp lendid t e s t imony to this policy in the 
following words :—-

" T h e result of t he first year 's trial of this system of 
ra t ing mus t b e cons ide red a grat i fying one , a n d 
leaves no r o o m for regret a t its adop t ion . T h a t 
which was c l a imed by its exponen t s has been amply 
fu l f i l l ed ; it encourages improvemen t , s t imula tes 
t he use of land , secures t he u n e a r n e d i nc r emen t to 
those who h a v e a d d e d t he value, mu lc t s all l ands 
in the i r fair share of taxat ion, a n d paralyzes the o ld 
sys tem u n d e r which renta l values on lands could, 
by s imple manipu la t ion , r e d u c e local taxat ion t o a 
farce. I t is t o be h o p e d t h a t in the near fu tu re 
legislation will enab le t h e un improved system to 
be a d o p t e d for all t hose purposes for which it is 
now necessary to also u n d e r t a k e an assessment o n 
t he annua l value basis. I t is only s tat ing a fact to 
say tha t m u c h , if not all, of the activity in the 
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bui ld ing ope ra t i ons of t h e city a n d su r round ings 
d u r i n g t he pas t year is d u e to t h e in f luence of this 
hea l thy measure , a n d with t he necessary res t r ic t ions 
t o p r even t overc rowding of bu i ld ings n o u n t o w a r d 
resu l t n e e d b e a p p r e h e n d e d . " 

I t is s t a t e d tha t M r . P a l m e r a t t he t i m e of his appo in t -
m e n t was n o t r ecogn i sed or k n o w n as a single taxer, a n d 
d o e s n o t n o w profess to b e one . I n t he U n i t e d Sta tes of 
A m e r i c a t h e educa t iona l c a m p a i g n p r o c e e d e d with u n a b a t e d 
vigour . T h e latest a c h i e v e m e n t of t he S ing le T a x e r s the re 
has jus t b e e n rece ived in t h e city of N e w York , where t he 
va lue of l and h a d b e e n sepa ra t ed f r o m the value of bui ld ings , 
a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s . T h e va lue of land , it was in teres t ing to 
note , figured out s o m e 5 9 % of t h e total assessable value. I n 
this connec t i on , it s h o u l d be obse rved tha t in t h e Bill 
b rough t be fo re P a r l i a m e n t by Mr . T r e v e l y a n provision is 
m a d e for t he separa te va lua t ion of l and f rom bui ld ings . I n 
t he D o m i n i o n of C a n a d a t he Single T a x e r s c o n t i n u e act ive 
a n d d u r i n g t h e year a special m o n t h l y j o u r n a l h a d been 
ins t i tu ted by t he T o r o n t o Single Taxers , which l ike ou r own 
paper Land Values is ent i rely d e v o t e d to the m o v e m e n t . 

D u r i n g t h e year t he E x e c u t i v e a n d t he m e m b e r s of t he 
L e a g u e h a d b e e n discuss ing the ques t ion of c h a n g i n g t he 
n a m e f rom " T h e Scot t i sh Single T a x L e a g u e " to " T h e 
Scot t i sh L e a g u e for t he T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues . " O n the 
m o t i o n of t h e C h a i r m a n t h e report , a long with t h e Treas -
urer ' s s t a t e m e n t for 1903, was u n a n i m o u s l y a d o p t e d . 

E l e c t i o n o f O f f l e e - B e a r e r s . 
Mr . Bur t said he h a d finally d e c i d e d t o re t i re f rom the 

p res iden t sh ip , a posi t ion h e h a d occup i ed for t he pas t n ine 
years. Persona l ly h e left t he chai r with a feel ing of regret , 
but it would in n o way lessen his in teres t in t h e L e a g u e a n d 
its work. I t was an h o n o u r to be p res iden t of the League , 
bu t he recognised that it shou ld no t be he ld as a m o n o p o l y . 
H e m o v e d tha t Mr . W m . R . Les te r be a p p o i n t e d pres ident , 
qu i t e cer ta in tha t his e lect ion would m e e t with universal 
accep tance . Mr . Dav id Cassels s e c o n d e d Mr . Les te r ' s 
n o m i n a t i o n , which was car r ied u n a n i m o u s l y in a mos t 
apprec ia t ive spirit . Mr. Les t e r t o o k t he cha i r a n d t h a n k e d 
the m e m b e r s of the L e a g u e for t he h o n o u r t hey h a d con-
fer red o n h im. H e t h o u g h t there were m a n y m e m b e r s of 
t he L e a g u e be t t e r en t i t l ed to t he posi t ion. H e cons ide red 
it a great h o n o u r to be t he nomina l h e a d of a L e a g u e with 
so m u c h in f luence in a m o v e m e n t which was des t i ned to 
alter in a benef ic ia l way t he who le face of society. H e 
m o v e d a vote of t h a n k s t o Mr . Bur t for h is long a n d va lued 
service as c h a i r m a n of t he League , a n d that he b e a p p o i n t e d 
a vice-president . Mr . P a u l s econded , saying it h a d given 
h im t h e greates t p leasure t o work as Secre ta ry a long with 
M r . Bur t . 

T h e o the r off ice-bearers e lected were :—Vice-Pres iden t s , 
E d w i n A d a m , M.A. , P e t e r Burt , J . P . , T h o m a s C a m e r o n , 
P .C. , H . LI. Davies , Dav id Cassels , H . C. Fair l ie , T r e a s u r e r 
Fairl ie, Fa lk i rk , J . C. G e d d e s , G e o r g e Green , C .C . , W m . D . 
H a m i l t o n , T h o m a s L indsay , P .C . , Dav id M ' L a r d y , W m . 
M ' L e n n a n , N o r m a n M ' L e n n a n , F . S. Me in , H . S. Mur ray , 
J a m e s Stewart , C .C. , a n d J a m e s W h y t e . 

G. B. Wadde l l , H o n , T r e a s u r e r . 
Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e — D a v i d E . Bell, J a m e s Busby , 

Dav id Cassels , jun ior , J o h n Cassels, R o b e r t Cassels, W m . 
Cassels , M a t t h e w G e m m e l l , R . L. Greig, Mrs . W m . D. 
H a m i l t o n , W m . H a m i l t o n , W m . H a r r i s o n , A. D . H a x t o n , 
J . S. J a m i e s o n , George K a y , Alex. M ' K e n d r i c k , Mrs . 
M ' L a r d y , J a m e s Mar t in , J . S. Neil , R o b e r t C. Orr , Wil l iam 
R e i d , C. M. Scr imgeour , G e o r g e S t e n h o u s e , R i c h a r d Whyte , 
a n d J o h n Wilson. 

J o h n Pau l , Secretary, a n d J o h n Or r , M.A. , Assis tant 
Secretary . 

C h a n g e of t h e N a m e of t h e L e a g u e . 
Mr. B u r t m o v e d t he a d o p t i o n of t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of 

t h e execut ive , t ha t the n a m e of t h e L e a g u e b e c h a n g e d f rom 
" S i n g l e T a x L e a g u e " t o " L a n d Values L e a g u e . " M r . 
Busby s econded . 

Mr . W a d d e l l moved as an a m e n d m e n t tha t the r e c o m -
m e n d a t i o n b e d i sapproved . Mr . J o h n O r r s econded . T h e 
a m e n d m e n t was carr ied. 

Mr . P a u l m o v e d tha t t he n a m e be c h a n g e d to the 
" Scot t ish L e a g u e for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values ." Mr. 
G. B. Or r s econded . Mr . T , B. L u n d (Brad fo rd ) in suppo r t 
of the mot ion said that if they had no t c h a n g e d t h e n a m e 
they cou ld n o t have m a d e progress in Yorksh i r e w h e r e the 
m o v e m e n t was gaining g r o u n d . I n t he ma t t e r of pr inc ip le 
t he T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values was as good for a p o u n d as for 
a penny . 

Mr . N o r m a n M ' L e n n a n m o v e d t h e previous ques t ion . 
Mr . Burt seconded . Af ter s o m e cons ide rab le d iscuss ion the 
mot ion was car r ied by a major i ty of a b o u t th ree to one . A 
vote of t h a n k s to the C h a i r m a n t e r m i n a t e d t he p roceed ings . 

M R . H A R R Y S. M U R R A Y , 

v, / 

Liberal Candidate for Govan. 
Mr. H a r r y S. Murray , who has b e e n u n a n i m o u s l y 

a d o p t e d by t he G o v a n Libera ls as t he Libera l can-
d i d a t e for t he division, is a wel l-known m a n in t he 
Borde r distr ict . H i s fa ther , J o h n Mur ray , was a se l f -made 
m a n , who began the wool business in a small way nearly 
6 0 years ago in Galashiels . H e was a m a n of great energy 
a n d enterpr ise , a n d es tabl i shed ul t imate ly b r a n c h e s in 
L o n d o n , Aust ra l ia , New Zea land , a n d B u e n o s Ayres, u n d e r 
t he well-known firm of S a n d e r s o n & Murray . Mr . M u r r a y 
a t t e n d e d school there till h e was twelve years of age, af ter 
which h e spen t th ree years at C r a i g m o u n t School , E d i n -
bu rgh , u n d e r Dr. Sime. H e went to G e r m a n y , where h e 
spen t nearly two years in Brunswick learn ing G e r m a n . 
Whi le there , h e c o m m e n c e d to s tudy t h e 'cello u n d e r a 
G e r m a n mas ter . Af ter his re turn h o m e , h e was sent again 
t o t he C o n t i n e n t — f i r s t t o F rance , with a view to acqu i r ing 
F r e n c h . H e d i d not stay long there , bu t a lmost immed i -
ately left for Liege, in Be lg ium, where h e s tud ied the F r e n c h 
a n d t he chemis t ry course a t t h e Univers i ty . H e was the re 
near ly two years, du r ing which t ime he c o n t i n u e d his 
musical s tudies , a n d b e c a m e a prof ic ient 'cello player . 
R e t u r n i n g h o m e , at t he age of n ine teen , he went in to busi-
ness in t h e wool a n d sheepsk in t rade, a n d spent a winter in 
E d i n b u r g h a t t end ing Professor H o d g s o n ' s class of pol i t ical 
e c o n o m y . 
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At the age of 21 Mr . Murray b e c a m e an officer in the 
Galashiels volunteer corps forming part of the Border Rifles, 
with which he was associated for 22 years, ul t imately rising 
to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel . Fo r the past 25 years 
he has taken a chief part, a n d latterly the chief part , in the 
m a n a g e m e n t of Sanderson & Murray, L td . Mr . Murray 
was for th ree years a m e m b e r of the Galashiels T o w n 
Counci l . Ex t end ing his economic studies, Mr. Murray 
b e c a m e a convinced suppor ter of the taxation of land values, 
which ques t ion he has advoca ted for years with en thus iasm 
a n d approval . H e has written two popular exposit ions of 
the subject , which have been widely circulated in pamphle t 
form all over the country. O n e of the pamphle t s has also 
been well received in New Zealand and t h e Austral ian 
colonies, where the agitat ion for this reform has already 
b lossomed into legislation. Mr. Murray is known in musical 
circles as an able 'cello player, and is a m e m b e r of the 
E d i n b u r g h A m a t e u r Orchestral Society. I n 1893 he marr ied 
an E d i n b u r g h lady, Miss T h o m a s i n a M a u d e Shearer , who, 
like himself, is a musician, being an ab le exponent of the 
p iano. 

Mr . Mur ray has always taken a keen interest in politics. 
At the 1900 elect ion he was asked to s tand as Libera l 
c and ida t e for Roxburghshi re , but owing to business reasons 
he h a d to decl ine the invitation. Mr. Murray is a man of 
m a r k e d individuality. H i s political creed is not based on 
expediency, or adop ted as a fashionable shibboleth . H i s 
political creed is the o u t c o m e of deep s tudy and wide read-
ing. I t rests, moreover , on a historical a n d economic basis. 
As such it bears the s t amp of absolute s inceri ty; Mr. Murray 
will not palter with his convictions. I n private life he is 
known for his s turdy adhe rence to principle, his courageous 
devot ion to what h e believes to be the t ru th . I n enter ing 
publ ic life he has n o personal ends to serve. H i s sole a im 
is to fur ther the great cause of Liberal ism, which, in his 
m ind , is inseparably associated with individual f reedom a n d 
social justice. Mr. Murray, inspired by the enthusiasm of 
humani ty , will ever be found helping forward all movemen t s 
which make for individual liberty, social ameliorat ion, a n d 
nat ional r ighteousness .—Hector Macpherson in " The Govan 
Press." 

ENGLISH NEWS AND NOTES. 

[All communicat ions respecting this co lumn should be sent to the 

General Secretary, Engl ish League for the Taxat ion of Land 

Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W . C . ] 

Several m e m b e r s have suggested tha t the passing of a 
L a n d Values Assessment a n d Ra t ing Bill th rough its second 
read ing by a major i ty of 67 votes in a Conservat ive H o u s e 
of C o m m o n s is an event which ought to b e " ce lebra ted " 
in s o m e festive way. T h e Execut ive th ink that a fitting 
occasion will arise when the " H e n r y George C o m m e m o r a -
t ion D i n n e r " comes r o u n d in a few months ' t ime. By tha t 
t ime, too, we shall know whether the G o v e r n m e n t has 
succeeded in its obvious in tent ion to use every possible 
means to prevent the Bill f rom passing th rough its remain-
ing stages. 

• • • 

I n the mean t ime it is suggested tha t the most appropr ia te 
way of erect ing a memor ia l to Mr . Trevelyan 's victory would 
be to double the membership of the League before the e n d of 
the present financial year ( J u n e 30th). T h i s can easily b e 
d o n e if every m e m b e r will endeavour , dur ing t h e next two 
months , to enrol o n e new m e m b e r . T h e r e are some who 
d o as muc h or m o r e than this every month . T h e League 
has had a satisfactory increase both in n u m b e r s a n d i ncome 
dur ing t h e past ten m o n t h s ; bu t much m o r e is necessary 
if t he progress in Par l iament and in the count ry is to b e 

main ta ined , and the re will soon be a special n e e d for f u n d s 
to mee t t h e d e m a n d s of a general election. 

» • # 

I n forwarding the annua l subscr ipt ion of his Club , a 
Yorkshire secretary writes : — " O u r m e m b e r s h i p has in-
creased to over 400, a n d I have every reason to believe tha t 
the League 's month ly organ, Land Values, is well r ead , a n d 
that the bulk of our m e m b e r s fully agree with your objects ." 

* # # 

A new m e m b e r writes f rom H a m p s t e a d : — " I j o ined your 
League af ter reading H e n r y George ' s " Protec t ion or F r e e 
T r a d e . " Al though , most unfor tunate ly , my means are 
exceedingly limited, I am so ent irely in sympathy with your 
object tha t I shall use my u tmos t endeavour to get new 
members , a n d thus, I hope a n d trust, to he lp forward t h e 
good movement wbich my inability to subscr ibe prevents 
my doing in any o the r way. I p r e sume the best way to d o 
this would be to write letters to all my f r iends a n d enclose 
some of your pamphle t s . I i n t en d to ask them, first of all, 
to read the above book of H e n f y George, a n d then I a m 
sure no o n e could he lp but join your League ." 

* * * 

T h e Secretary regrets to have to report t he dea th , at t h e 
early age of 47, of Dr . H e n r y Albert Rund le t t , M.A., of 
New York. Dr. R u n d l e t t was an active m e m b e r of the 
League and of its Execut ive dur ing several years which h e 
spent in this country , and is well r e m e m b e r e d by many 
f r iends of the movement , bo th in L o n d o n a n d Glasgow, as 
a genial f r iend a n d an unt i r ing propagandis t . 

* * * 

M e m b e r s and f r i ends in N o r t h u m b e r l a n d a n d D u r h a m 
are asked to no te tha t Mr. R i c h a r d Brown, one of the H o n . 
Secretaries of the Tynes ide Branch , has removed to 22, 
List Avenue , Whit ley Bay, R .S .O. , N o r t h u m b e r l a n d , to 
which address all fu tu re c o m m u n i c a t i o n s should be sent . 
Mr. Brown will be glad to receive names a n d subscr ipt ions 
of new members , or to a r range for speakers to address 
meet ings on the L a n d Ques t ion . 

# * * 

T h e quar ter ly mee t ing of the Centra l Counc i l of the 
League was held on April 18th at Headquar t e r s , Mr. L. H . 
Berens presiding. A m o n g those present were H . S. Murray , 
Galashiels, and Mr. J u d s o n Grenel l , of Detroi t , Michigan, 
U .S .A. Let te rs of apology for non-a t t endance were 
received f rom Mr. Alf red Billson (Pres ident) , t he D e a n 
of D u r h a m , Counci l lor Ho ld ing , Rev . J . C. Pr ingle (Poplar) , 
Messrs. S. R. Cole (Por t smou th ) , Dalziel, and o the s. Ful l 
repor ts of the work d o n e dur ing the last three m o n t h s were 
laid before the Counci l by t h e Genera l Secretary, t he York-
shire agent , and the H o n . Secretary of the Tynes ide Branch . 
T h e quar ter ly accoun ts were submi t t ed a n d discussed. T h e 
H o n . Treasure r showed that while the financial position of 
the League was on the whole satisfactory, addi t ional f u n d s 
were for many reasons greatly needed . Mr. Trevelyan, 
M.P . , s ta ted in a long discussion on t h e Lan d Values Assess-
men t a n d Ra t ing Bill that there was little chance of the Bill 
going into Commi t t ee , a n d urged the necessity of carefully 
s tudying all the pub l i shed cri t icisms on the Bill, in order 
that as perfect a Bill as possible might be ready for a f u tu r e 
session. T h e m e m b e r s of the Counci l expressed their h igh 
apprecia t ion of the service r ende red to the cause, at great 
t rouble a n d some cost, by Messrs . Batty a n d Ecker t , in 
prepar ing a survey a n d valuat ion of Finchley . I n replying 
to a special vote of thanks , Mr . Bat ty a n n o u n c e d that his 
firm would treat the expenses incur red as a dona t ion to the 
League F u n d s . T h e resignation of Mr. S. J . Boyce, C .A. , 
for 19 years H o n . Audi to r to t h e League , was a n n o u n c e d , 
and the Execut ive was ins t ruc ted to appoint ano the r audi tor . 
T h e da te of the next Counci l Meet ing, a n d of t h e annua l 
meet ing of the League , was appo in ted for W e d n e s d a y , 
Ju ly 20th. 

FRF.D. V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.T.L.V, 
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" We would simply take for the community what belongs 
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growth of the community ; leave sacred to the individual 
all that belongs to the individual."—Henry George. 

THE UNEMPLOYED. 

Ax the beginning o f the Session the question ot 
the Unemployed was again debated in Parliament 
on an amendment to the Address moved by Mi. 
Keir Hardie. The amendment ran as follows :— 
" And further, we desire humbly to express oui 
regret that in view of the distress arising from 
lack of employment, your Majesty's advisers 
have not seen at to recommend the creation of a 
Department and Minister of Labour, fully em-
powered, inter alia, to deal effectively, acting in 
conjunction with local administrative authorities, 
with such lack of employment mainly by the 
execution of necessary public works, afforestation, 
and, further, by encouraging an increase in agri-
cultural pursuits." 

To Mr. Keir Hardie and his Socialistic friends 
belongs the credit of demanding in Parliament 
that some action be taken in the direction of 
removing this ever-recurring evil; but though in 
this respect they stand out in strong contrast to 
that complacent press and public which comfort-
ably assume that the existence of an unemployed 
class, is part of the scheme of nature, it is the 
duty of thinking men to ask themselves whether 

these proposals if carried into effect would pro-
vide any remedy for the trouble which it is sought 
to cure. Is it possible to absorb the labour of 
men and women at present unemployed by start-
ing new works in this way, however useful they 
may bef 

To answer this question we must first deter-
mine why these people are unemployed, and what 
creates the-demand for employment. If we dis-
cover where the shoe pinches, we may also be 
able to find the remedy. 

Let us picture a community whose wants are 
unlimited, and who are naturally anxious to 
satisfy these wants At the same time let us 
suppose that they have the means at hand 
whereby these wants can be gratified, provided 
only they will exercise the power of labour with 
which they are endowed. 

Under such circumstances it would of course 
be absurd to ask whether or not all the members 
of such a community could find employment. 
Given wants and given the means of satisfying 
them by work, and how could there be any lack 
of work? There could be no unemployed in 
such a community. Labour, the producer of all 
wealth, could never become a " drug on the 
market" while desire for any form of wealth re-
mained unsatisfied. 

Well, that in point of fact is exactly the posi-
tion in which civilised States find themselves 
to-day—with a difference, and the difference is 
that the people of these States, unlike those 
pictured above, are denied access to the only 
thing on which they can exercise their labour 
except on terms dictated to them by a minority 
of their number. They are unable to satisfy 
their wants except by leave of others, which leave 
(when it is not altogether withheld) is only 
granted on condition that the worker forfeits a 
part of what he makes. Production is thus 
checked because labour is not able freely to exer-
cise itself, and an unemployed class arises in 
consequence. For it should never be forgotten 
that supply and demand are but complimentary 
terms. N o one can " demand " anything unless 
he has something to " supply," so that if supply 
is paralysed owing to labour and capital being in 
whole or in part denied access to Nature, it 
follows that demand is also paralysed to exactly 
the same extent, and hence inevitably trade stagna-
tion. Restrict the power to supply and you also 
restrict the power to demand, whether the demand be 
for labour or for the products of labour. Trade is 
simply exchange of services, and land monopoly im-
plies the possession of power by one man to withhold 
from others the opportunity of performing services, 
and so to cause trade stagnation and want of employ-
ment. On the other hand, let men have freedom to 
produce, and there could be no limit to the demand 
of labour. 
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With freedom of access to Nature, i.e, without pay-
ment of rent to private persons for leave to produce, 
and the existence of unemployed labour or unem-
ployed capital would be an impossibility too absurd 
to contemplate. Would it be possible to conceive of 
bees within the hive unable to find employment ? 

Every man in the satisfaction of his own wants 
clearly creates a demand for his own labour, and, 
what is more, the means of supplying these wants are 
at every man's hand, so that unemployed men anxious 
to work can only ex is t from one cause—private mono-
poly of land. This raises an obstacle in the way of 
their access to natural opportunities, preventing them 
satisfying their wants, and causing lack of employ-
ment. 

A s it chances, this was clearly shown the very same 
day on which Mr. Hardie moved his amendment to 
the Address. On that day the papers published a 
telegram from Reuter's Australian correspondent to 
the effect that Mr. Watson, one of the leaders in the 
parliament of the Australian Commonwealth, had 
made the statement that men are to-day actually 
leaving Australia because, owing to the large estates, 
they cannot get land to work on. 

Thus we see Australia, with her insignificant popu-
lation and splendid natural resources, busily creating 
an unemployed class in the same way as we have done 
it here. 

If what has been said above is true, it cannot be 
possible to create employment by any such means as 
Mr. Keir Hardie suggests. A t any given moment 
there is in the circle ot exchange but a given effective 
demand for labour. That and no more. A s many 
workers are now employed as are demanded under 
exist ing economic conditions, and it is not possible to 
increase the number who can find work in any other 
way than by fundamentally altering those economic 
conditions which Mr. Keir Hardie's proposal does not 
even profess to do. 

The starting of new works could only result in the 
diversion of the effective demand for labour from the 
channel in which it now flows to another. The direc-
tion of the demand would be altered, but not its 
quantity. The sum total of the " demand " would not 
be increased simply because nothing would have been 
done in this way to increase the " supply." 

Must we then abandon hope of finding means 
through which the demand for labour can be increased 
and the unemployed class absorbed ? By no means ! 
The effective demand for labour cari of a certainty be 
increased by increasing the supply of commodities, 
but this in its turn can be done in one way only—by 
throwing open to labour and capital that by means of 
which they can employ themselves—the land. It is 
this which the taxation of land values will effectively 
accomplish. 

W M . R . L E S T E R . 

B y M a k i n g ; H o m e B e a u t i f u l , Y o u M a k e H o m o H a p p y . 

D. C. THOMSON, 
P r a c t i c a l C a r v e r , G i lder , a n d P i c t u r e F r a m e M a k e r , 
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MR. JAMES DUNDAS WHITE, M.A., LL.D. 

k iivr j p 

Liberal Candida te for Dumbar tonsh i r e . 
M r . W h i t e was b o r n a t R u t h e r g l e n , w h e r e his early years 

were p a s s e d . H e was e d u c a t e d a t R u g b y a n d a t T r i n i t y 
Col lege , C a m b r i d g e , w h e r e h e o b t a i n e d h o n o u r s in law, 
a n d h e was a f t e r w a r d s ca l l ed t o t h e B a r a t t h e I n n e r T e m p l e . 
H e m a r r i e d a d a u g h t e r of t h e R e v . R . H a y t h o r n t h w a i t e . 
Bes ides fo l lowing t h e p ro fes s ion of law, h e is t h e a u t h o r of 
a b o o k on t h e M e r c h a n t S h i p p i n g Ac t s , wh ich is n o w in its 
s e c o n d ed i t i on . H e r e a d a p a p e r a t t h e G l a s g o w C o n f e r e n c e 
of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law Assoc i a t i on in 1901, a n d has a lso 
wr i t t en o n va r ious legal a n d e c o n o m i c s u b j e c t s . W h e n a t 
C a m b r i d g e M r . W h i t e i n t e r e s t e d h imse l f in pol i t ics , b o t h as 
a s t u d e n t of social q u e s t i o n s a n d as a d e b a t e r a t t h e U n i -
versi ty U n i o n . H e is a n ac t ive m e m b e r of t h e " E i g h t y 
C l u b , " a n d h a s s e r v e d o n t h e c o m m i t t e e s b o t h of t h a t a n d 
of t h e L o n d o n R e f o r m U n i o n . I n J u l y of last year h e 
b r o u g h t o u t a work e n t i t l e d " E c o n o m i c I d e a l s , " w h i c h has 
b e e n r ece ived wi th m u c h f avour . T h e first a n d m o s t im-
p o r t a n t c h a p t e r of th i s very r e a d a b l e a n d in s t ruc t ive b o o k 
has b e e n r e p r i n t e d , wi th s o m e a d d i t i o n a l no te s , a s a p a m p h -
let, entitled " Land Law Reform, based on Taxing Land 
Values and Not Taxing Improvements." The pamphlet, 
o n e of t h e s o u n d e s t in p r i n t on t h e q u e s t i o n , h a s b e e n well 
c i r c u l a t e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . 

I n k n o w l e d g e a n d in p l a t f o r m abi l i ty Mr . W h i t e , in ou r 
view, is t o b e r a n k e d a m o n g t h e f o r e m o s t of Sco t t i sh L ibe ra l 
c a n d i d a t e s , a n d h e h a s a q u a l i t y t o o rare, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
a m o n g ab l e pol i t ic ians , a n d t ha t is s incer i ty a n d fa i th in t h e 
c a u s e of t h e p e o p l e . A s a c a r e f u l s t u d e n t , h e h a s e x a m i n e d 
t h e p r inc ip le s u n d e r l y i n g t h e pol i t ica l c o n d u c t o r p r o p o s a l s 
h e a d v o c a t e s . H e d o e s n o t n e e d t o a sk what q u e s t i o n i n t e r e s t s 
t h e e lec to r s m o s t . H e has m a d e u p his m i n d what t h e y s h o u l d 
b e i n t e r e s t e d in, a n d h a s g o n e t o t h e m p r e a c h i n g h i s whole-
s o m e pol i t ica l gospe l with c o u r a g e , a n d in a m o s t e n g a g i n g 
m a n n e r . T h e la rge m e e t i n g s M r . W h i t e a d d r e s s e s never 
h a v e t h e i m p r e s s i o n t ha t h e has c o m e t o ask fo r the i r votes . 
T h e y r a t h e r fee l all t h e t i m e t h e y a r e l i s t en ing t o a very 
c a p a b l e t e a c h e r a n d g u i d e on p u b l i c pol icy . A t r e c e n t 
m e e t i n g s a d d r e s s e d by t h e c a n d i d a t e , t h e fo l lowing resolu-
t ion h a s b e e n pas sed wi th m u c h e n t h u s i a s m :— 

" T h a t th is m e e t i n g c o n d e m n s t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of C h i n e s e 
l a b o u r i n t o t h e T r a n s v a a l u n d e r c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h 
a r e prac t ica l ly e q u i v a l e n t t o s lavery. 

" T h i s m e e t i n g a l so c o n d e m n s t h e p roposa l s t o i n t e r f e r e 
wi th t h e d i s c r e t i o n of t h e l i cens ing au tho r i t i e s , a n d 
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is o p p o s e d to any m e a s u r e ca l cu la t ed to s t r e n g t h e n 
t he pos i t ion of t he d r ink traffic. 

" T h i s m e e t i n g also c o n d e m n s t he fiscal reac t ion a n d t he 
shuff l ing pol icy of t h e G o v e r n m e n t , a n d aff i rms t he 
belief t ha t t h e m o s t - n e e d e d re fo rm is to open u p the 
l a n d t o t he peop le by taxa t ion of l and values ." 

T h e D u m b a r t o n s h i r e L ibera l s a re t o b e hear t i ly con-
g ra tu l a t ed on hav ing s e c u r e d such an ab le a n d g e n u i n e 
progress ive t o fight the i r ba t t l e a t t h e c o m i n g genera l 
e lec t ion . 

LANDLORDISM AND PROTECTION. 
B y C O U N C I L L O R H . W H I T F I E L D , D E V O N P O R T . 

An address upon the Bating- of Ground Values 
was delivered at the Temperance Hall, Devon-
port, recently, to the members of the Mercantile 
Association and their friends. Mr. J. A. Pearce, 
the Chairman, presided, and the attendance, 
which included many Aldermen and Councillors, 
was thoroughly representative. The Chairman 
introduced the lecturer as a life-long student 
of social questions. 

Mr. Whi t f ie ld , w h o was warmiy received, obse rved in the 
course of his a d d r e s s : T h e sub jec t is o n e of colossal a n d 
pract ical in teres t . A n a d v o c a t e of l and r e fo rm general ly all 
my life, I h a v e long b e e n p e r s u a d e d tha t he re is a p h a s e of 
it which especial ly appea l s t o D e v o n p o r t a n d , in a wider 
sense , t o t he na t ion at large. T h e R a t i n g of G r o u n d 
Values t h r o u g h o u t this coun t ry wou ld b e qu i t e as far reach-
ing in its effect as t he resor t to P ro t ec t i on itself. 

Land Values and Protection. 
What is t he a im of t h o s e who advoca t e t he R a t i n g of 

L a n d Va lues ? T o u p r o o t a sys tem which has enab led a 
compara t ive ly l imi ted n u m b e r of m e n to prey u p o n t h e 
genera l c o m m u n i t y a n d to ho ld m a n y cit ies a n d bo roughs in 
an in to lerable b o n d a g e . I d o not say, for my part , t ha t t he 
owners of U r b a n l a n d s h a v e de l ibera te ly wai ted u p o n t he 
outsk i r t s of towns l ike foxes d o u p o n t h e b o u n d a r i e s of 
farms, with t h e ob jec t of ca t ch ing t h e i n n o c e n t ch i cken as 
t hey mul t ip ly . B u t I d o say tha t , having b e e n f r o m t ime 
immemor i a l , a h ighly i n d u l g e d class, wi th a pa r t i cu la r apti-
t u d e for look ing af ter the i r own interes t , which, in t ru th , is 
a very h u m a n weakness , m a n y l a n d o w n e r s have s u c c e e d e d 
in thwar t ing tha t des i re for real F r e e T r a d e which s o m e 
bel ieve t o b e t h e chief r e m e d y for t hose social evils which, 
wi thout d is t inc t ion of party, we are agreed in deplor ing , a n d 
would e n a b l e popu la t ions to c la im for the i r own pub l i c 
p u r p o s e s increases of values which a r e d u e to t he growth of 
popula t ions , a n d t o m e e t t hose oppress ive b u r d e n s which 
growths of popu la t ions cas t u p o n m u n i c i p a l au thor i t i e s . 

I t is s ingular to no te tha t m a n y y e i r s ago a poli t ical 
e c o n o m i s t , who was c o n s i d e r e d in his day to be somewha t 
of a revolut ionis t , bu t w h o is now rega rded by Social 
D e m o c r a t s as having b e e n a very milk-and-watery pol i t ic ian 
i n d e e d — I refer to H e n r y G e o r g e — d e c l a r e d tha t t h e R a t i n g 
of L a n d Values was t he only a l te rna t ive t o P ro t ec t i on . I t 
is equal ly worthy of no te t h a t Mr. C h a m b e r l a i n a few years 
s ince warmly c o m m e n d e d t h e pr incip le of R a t i n g of L a n d 
Values . " W h y , " h e said, " these g r o u n d ren t s have all 
grown c u t of t h e prosper i ty a n d indus t ry of t he c o m m u n i t y . 
T h e p roper ty of t h e owners has been i m p r o v e d by local 
expend i tu re , a n d why s h o u l d no t t h e owners c o n t r i b u t e 
towards t h e local e x p e n d i t u r e of which they o u g h t to bear 
a par t ? " 

The Cause of the Demand. 
I a d m i t t h a t t he R a t i n g of L a n d Va lues is not a gl i t ter ing 

policy. B u t no o n e can charac te r i se it as a Will-o'-the-
Wisp tha t may inveigle t h o s e who follow in t he d e p t h s of a 
morass f r o m which e scape might b e imposs ible . W h y d o 
we d e m a n d the R a t i n g of L a n d Values . F o r reasons , as I 
t ake it, of obv ious equi ty a n d t r a n s p a r e n t jus t ice . W h a t 

has h a p p e n e d in this coun t ry in t he cour se of t he pas t fifty 
years ? T h e r e has been a m o n u m e n t a l a u g m e n t a t i o n b o t h 
of na t iona l a n d local taxat ion. D u r i n g t h e interval f rom 
1877 to 1890 t h e ra tes t h r o u g h o u t E n g l a n d leapt f r o m 18 
mil l ions to over 4 0 mil l ions sterl ing. I n L o n d o n t he 
p ropor t i on was over 200 pe r c e n t . — a n d as Dr . M a c n a m a r a 
to ld t he H o u s e of C o m m o n s , a n d as we know full well in 
these th ree towns, t he b u r d e n has b e c o m e m o r e a n d m o r e 
acute . T h i s e n o r m o u s growth of local liability has b e e n 
d u e to cond i t ions which are ident ica l a n d s y n o n y m o u s with 
ou r commerc i a l deve lopmen t . W i t h t h e increase of our 
m a n u f a c t u r e s t he workers have mul t ip l i ed by armies , t he 
appea l for dwel l ings has been u r g e d with pit i less ins is tence, 
a n d it has in t o o m a n y cases been d e n i e d with pit i less 
avarice. All this t ime local au thor i t i e s have been c o m -
pel led for t h e comfo r t a n d heal th of t he ra tepayers a n d 
inhab i t an t s to incur h u g e liabilities u p o n sani ta t ion in t he 
laying ou t of roads , t he vent i la t ion of conges ted dis t r ic ts , 
a n d o ther essent ials to p roper ly o rde red life. But , whilst 
t hese munic ipa l unde r t ak ings have b e c o m e inevi table , 
whilst these t r e m e n d o u s local expend i tu re s have b e e n 
incurred , whilst these munic ipa l efforts have been exer ted 
to m a k e life be t t e r worth living, to sa feguard t h e well-to-do 
by prevent ing t he poor f rom b e c o m i n g cen t res of con tag ion , 
whilst the cost of all these recons t ruc t ions a n d t r ans fo rma-
t ions has fallen u p o n t he several popula t ions , t h e l andowner s 
have l eng thened a n d s t r e n g t h e n e d , a n d a re l eng then ing a n d 
s t reng then ing , those c o r d o n s of steel which for gene ra t i ons 
they have d rawn a r o u n d towns, a n d re laxed a n d t i g h t e n e d 
at the i r pleasure. T h e municipal i t ies have carr ied ou t h u g e 
works and ra ised great l oans—they cou ld not he lp t hem-
s e l v e s — a n d t he l andowners have richly r e a p e d where they 
h a v e never sown. T h e y have simply w a t c h e d a n d wai ted 
a n d exploi ted their oppor tun i t i es at t h e expense of every 
o t h e r sect ion of t he c o m m u n i t y , heed less t o all appeals , 
deaf to all impor tuni t ies . (Applause . ) 

The Case of Devonport. 
W e could have n o m o r e consp icuous example of t h e ev,l 

t h a n D e v o n p o r t ha s suppl ied . T h e town was s u r r o u n d e d 
by magni f icen t bu i ld ing sites let ou t to agr icul tura l pur-
poses. But for genera t ions t h e policy was p u r s u e d of hold-
ing u p t he l and for fu tu re values. T w o h u n d r e d years ago 
t he Secretary of t h e Admira l ty D e p a r t m e n t c o m p l a i n e d tha t , 
a l though t he es ta te of S toke D a m e r e l h a d been immense ly 
a d v a n t a g e d by t he cons t ruc t ion of a dock , the owners wou ld 
n e t sell sites to enab l e workmen ' s houses t o be buil t . A n d 
so, f rom the very beginning , t he policy was p u r s u e d of 
do l ing out l and whilst the inhab i t an t s were packed in squa l id 
houses . M a n y of you know be t t e r t han I d o for what 
depress ion of t r ade a n d for what social c o n s e q u e n c e s that 
pol icy of res t r ic t ion has b e e n responsible . T h o s e colossal 
evils have b e e n d u e t o t he fai lure of successive P a r l i a m e n t s 
t o tax L a n d Values . I n o the r words , l and was let to 
f a rmers at £ 5 pe r acre a n d ra ted at . £ 5 per acre, which the 
m o m e n t t b e pressure could no longer b e wi ths tood, t ha t 
p ressure of house f amine a n d publ ic op in ion which m a d e 
itself so mani fes t ten years ago, was sold at , £ 1 , 2 0 0 per 
a c r e ( " Shame . " ) T h e l and un loosened s ince tha t t ime, 
a n d t he aggregate realised by the owners has been s imply 
prodigious . T h u s , whilst t he people were c o n d e m n e d to all 
t h e terr ible effects of he rd ing at ex to r t iona te rentals , when 
t he b o o m came, t he b o o m tha t was to a d d so unjus t ly a n d 
inord ina te ly to t h e wealth of o n e m a n , t he l and was so ld at 
a p r e m i u m tha t still r e n d e r e d reasonab le renta ls impossible , 
a n d to-day the re a re h u n d r e d s of new dwell ings lying un-
occup i ed for t ha t reason, whilst the overcrowding p r o b l e m 
is still in n e e d of solution. I n d e e d we have an ins tance of 
t he overbear ing n a t u r e of this privilege r e c o r d e d in to-day s 
local papers . N o t many years ago t he D e v o n p o r t Corpora -
t ion wan ted land for the p u r p o s e of bui ld ing a fever hospi ta l . 
T h e l and—agr icu l tu ra l l a n d — w a s sold t h e m for ^ 5 0 0 an 
acre. T h e growth of the town a n d t h e dange r s arising f rom 
t h e c r a m p e d condi t ions in which t he masses live, have 
r e n d e r e d inevi table t he ex tens ion of the In fec t ious Disease 
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H o s p i t a l . W h a t d o the Manor author i t ies ask for t he 
a d j o i n i n g acres which also a re let for agr icul tural purposes , 
a t abou t £ 5 per acre a n d that for l and which has 
pract ical ly escaped all real bu rdens . A sum of . £ 1 , 4 9 1 pe r 
ac re a n d the reversion of t he land to t he M a n o r if a t any 
t i m e it was p r o p o s e d to use it for any o ther purpose 
( " Mons t rous . " ) 

A Quaint Historical Parallel. 
I c a n n o t refrain f rom recalling he re t he qua in t historical 

s tory which is told of E d w a r d the Confessor . H e went at 
t h e reques t of his chief minister , Ear l Godwin , to admi re a 
glor ious heap of gold and silver which h a d been ext rac ted f rom 
t h e peop le by very dras t ic means . W h e n t he Ear l o p e n e d t he 
doo r t ha t led to the vault the K i n g saw to his horror tha t 
t h e Devil was sitting upon the money. " W h a t is thy busi-
ness h e r e ? " his Majes ty nervously d e m a n d e d . " I a m 
guard ing my own m o n e y , " was t he Devil 's reply. " I n t he 
n a m e of H e a v e n , " t h e King re jo ined , " I c o n j u r e thee t o 
tell m e why thou callest that gold th ine ? " " I call it m ine , " 
answered the Devil, " because it has been unjust ly go t ten 
f rom the subs tance of t he poor . " T h e K i n g realised that 
even t h e Devil, black as he has always been pain ted , cou ld 
occasional ly tell the t r u t h — ( l a u g h t e r ) — a n d he o rde red t he 
m o n e y to b e res tored to his subjects . I know not how 
m u c h of fact there m a y be in this story. I t is of u n d o u b t e d 
an t iqu i ty a n d the o n e regret we mus t all feel is tha t t h e 
Devil is now more sparing of his s ta te appea rances than he 
formerly was—( laugh te r )—or he might compel cer ta in 
peop le who shall b e nameless , to m a k e a d e q u a t e a tone-
m e n t in t he form of res t i tu t ion for the s ta te of affairs which 
they have c o n t e m p l a t e d so long with cold a n d calcula t ing 
eyes—(app lause ) . 

Three Towns Powerless. 
I have said that m a n y of the d e m a n d s which are m a d e 

u p o n our municipal i t ies a re of a nat ional as well as of a 
local charac ter . T h e T h r e e T o w n s to c i te o n e ins tance , 
are compe l l ed by t he War Office a n d Admira l ty to t reat 
the i r sewage in a part icular fashion, regardless of expense , 
so that the heal th of the soldiers a n d sailors may not b e 
j eopard i sed . A n d the grants received f rom t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
in relief are really farcical in compar i son with the expen-
di ture . With every deve lopmen t t he rates increase. T h e 
G o v e r n m e n t makes its easy escape , the owners of l and win 
at every point, a n d at every point the publ ic are penal i sed 
(applause . ) Whils t t he owners seize the whole of t he un-
e a r n e d i n c r e m e n t — t a k e to themselves at the psychological 
m o m e n t all tha t increase in value which has incurred in 
spi te of t h e m — a n d not because of them, t he genera l com-
m u n i t y con t r ibu te m o r e heavily every year to t he na t iona l 
excheque r th rough t h e m e d i u m of indirect taxat ion. I t is 
for these reasons tha t I invite your ser ious de l ibe ra t ion , in 
days when t he air is th ick with passion to t he fact tha t our 
mun ic ipa l b u r d e n s a re high, that ou r na t iona l b u r d e n s are 
no less serious, tha t our renta ls are everywhere i n o r d i n a t e — 
( loud applause . ) 

What the Rate would do for Devonport. 
T h e case of Devonpor t to recur to a homely i l lustrat ion, 

shows how t h e publ ic have been vict imised. T h e es ta te of 
S toke Damere l was originally bough t for £ 1 2 , 0 0 0 . T h e 
t hen owner wanted to bui ld a coun t ry mans ion near L a u n -
ces ton , a n d he sold t he m a n o r lands t o raise the funds . 
Na t iona l emergenc ies subsequent ly i n d u c e d Wil l iam I I I . to 
bu i ld a dock by t he H a m c a z e waters. T h e d o c k deve loped 
in to a town, every extens ion a d d e d t o t he value of t he 
m a n o r , unti l the estate , which was b o u g h t 250 years ago for 
£ 1 2 , 0 0 0 , was realising £ 8 0 , 0 0 0 a year in interest . I a m 
not aspers ing m e n h e r e to-night, but impeach ing a sys tem 
— ( a p p l a u s e ) — a n d the re fore I ask fearlessly, what has t h e 
owner of the M a n o r of S t o k e D a m e r e l ever d o n e — h e or 
his ances to r s—to c rea te that expans ion of value which has 
ever widened like t he es tuary of a river ?—(applause) . 
N o t h i n g whatever. Eve ry th ing has been d o n e for t h e m , 
a n d they have paid little or no th ing t o t h e relief of local 

b u r d e n s . T h e i r l ands have b e e n ra ted as f a rm lands . 
W h e n they have leased it for bu i ld ing purposes , they have 
d i rec ted t h e a r ch i t ec tu re a n d mate r ia l of t he h o u s e or t he 
v i l l a ; they have s t ipu la ted tha t no change is m a d e in t h e 
s t ruc ture wi thout the i r c o n s e n t ; they have rece ived their 
g round ren ts wi thout d e d u c t i o n s for r a t e s ; and , at the e n d 
of t he leases, they have f o u n d — a n d will c o n t i n u e to find—-
themse lves t he abso lu t e owners of t he bui ld ings a n d of t he 
full g round value as it has b e e n e n h a n c e d dur ing t he per iod 
of t he holdings. T h e na t ion a n d the munic ipa l i ty have 
spent with prodigal i ty to m a k e t he town a t t rac t ive a n d 
popu lous . But they have only ac ted as t he mos t g e n e r o u s 
advert is ing agents for t he favoured monopol is t , a n d e n a b l e d 
him in his own t ime a n d h u m o u r t o n a m e his own price for 
the art icle which o the r s r e n d e r e d marke t ab l e wi thou t involv-
ing h im in t he mino r irr i tat ion of paying any par t of t he bill 
which has been incur red in t he p rocess—(app lause . ) T h i s 
flagrant scandal is t r u e in degree where land is no t qu i t e so 
fe t tered as it has been here . T h e owners have toi led not . 
Ne i the r have they spent . Bu t t h e reward lias been ever 
theirs. W e d o not say that m e n with p rophe t i c visions 
should be p r ec luded f rom dea l ing in these sites. But what 
we d o say is t h i s : t ha t all such lands should b e ra ted at 
their cash va lues—(applause . ) T h e y would t hen no longer 
b e re ta ined with t he s a m e dea th- l ike g r a s p ; t he r e would b e 
f r e e d o m of sale in l and : and, with f r eedom of sale in l and , 
a n d , i n d e e d of houses , t he re would c o m e t h e b r ea th a n d 
incense of real r e fo rm—(app lause . ) A tax even of 2s. in 
the £ u p o n land values would dr ive in to t he open marke t 
sites that are held for a rise, indus t r ies of every descr ip t ion 
would be s t imula ted , a n d t he workers would ob ta in what 
they n e e d in houses in the fo rm in which they are mos t 
anx ious to obta in t h e m — ( a p p l a u s e . ) I shou ld like to give 
you a pract ical i l lustrat ion of t h e way in which t h e a n o m a l y 
of which we compla in works o u t in L o n d o n a n d e lsewhere . 
T h e net land value of an acre unbu i l t u p o n is, say, £ 1 0 0 ; it 
is ra ted at £ 5 , ' a n d t he ra tes payable are is . i o d . a year. T h e 
s a m e acre buil t u p o n has a bu i ld ing value of £ 3 6 0 , a to ta l 
let t ing value of J&580, a r a teab le value of £ 4 8 0 , a n d t h e 
rates pa id a re £ 1 4 4 a year. So that , whilst t he owner 
escapes all t he resul ts of keep ing a t ight gr ip u p o n t h a t 
which h e ho lds in t rust , t h e b u r d e n falls with c rush ing fo rce 
u p o n t he m a n of smal l means , w h o is ever on t he search for 
a h o m e for his family a n d f inds t he doo r s l a m m e d in his face 
because he has a f a m i l y — ( a p p l a u s e . ) 

What is to be done. 
VVhat is t o be d o n e with this a m a z i n g oc topus which has 

cast its throt t l ing a rms a r o u n d t h e cent res of ou r yet busy 
E n g l a n d , which has c h e c k e d indus t r ia l en te rpr i se , a b r i d g e d 
the m e a n s of e m p l o y m e n t , c rea ted s lums a n d fevers, in-
creased t he rates o n houses , r e n d e r e d rentals prohibi t ive t o 
t he poor , a n d heavy e n o u g h indeed to those in receipt of 
subs tant ia l wages ? I t is t he taxat ion of l and values at 
which we should a im as a r emedy , a n d we m u s t not rest 
unti l t h e first great concess ion has b e e n m a d e — ( a p p l a u s e ) . 
T h e extent t o which we have p ro t ec t ed ourselves against ou r 
l andowners may be d e m o n s t r a t e d by ci t ing the Agr icul tura l 
R a t i n g Act of 1896, which r e tu rn s to the owners , even of 
bui ld ing land let t o p a s t u r e o n t h e borders of towns, one-
half of t he rates ou t of the p r o c e e d s of Imper i a l taxat ion. 
So tha t t h e owners have been encouraged , I a m sure n o t 
with mal ice a fo re though t , to c l ing to tha t l and for which t h e 
cry is ever hea rd in louder a n d louder accen t s—(app lause . ) 

A doc t r ine of s o u n d e r sense a n d m o r e c o m m e n d i n g 
simplici ty was never p r o p o u n d e d than when H e n r y G e o r g e 
u t t e red these w o r d s : " T h e va lue of l and is s o m e t h i n g 
total ly dis t inct f rom the va lue of improvements . I t is a 
va lue which arises no t f rom t h e exer t ion of any par t icu lar 
individual , b u t f rom the growth a n d progress of t he c o m -
muni ty . A tax on land values, therefore , never lessens t h e 
reward of exer t ion or a c c u m m u l a t i o n . It s imply takes for 
t he whole c o m m u n i t y tha t va lue which the whole com-
muni ty crea tes ." T h a t is m y posi t ion. T h a t is why I 
advoca te t h e rat ing of l and values. M y objec t has b e e n 
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r a t h e r to en l i s t y o u r in t e re s t by b r o a d g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s r a t h e r 
t h a n t o w e a r y you by a b s t r u s e a r g u m e n t s . I h a v e en-
d e a v o u r e d t o a p p e a l in t h e m a i n t o y o u r i n s t i nc t s a n d y o u r 
k n o w l e d g e of t h e p r o b l e m , a s you a r e p e r s o n a l l y f ami l i a r 
wi th it. M y d e s i r e h a s b e e n n o t t o ca r ry y o u all o v e r t h e 
w o r l d in s e a r c h of rel ief w h e n you m a y find it a t y o u r o w n 
d o o r s ; t o r e m i n d y o u : 

111 fares the land, to hast'ning ills a prey, 
Where wealth accumnudates and men decay— 

( a p p l a u s e . ) L e t it b e o u r m i s s i o n t o l if t t h e c l o u d t ha t ha s 
s p r e a d l ike a pa l l ove r so m a n y t o w n s . L e t u s s t r a in o u r 
e n e r g i e s n o r e m o v e t h a t d e a d w e i g h t w h i c h has s t u n t e d a r d 
r e t a r d e d t h e soc ia l a n d m o r a l , t h e i ndus t r i a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l 
g r o w t h of t h o s e c o m m u n i t i e s w h i c h h a v e b e e n , a s it were , 
e n s l a v e d t o a s y s t e m t h a t so m a n y of u s c o n s i d e r t o b e in-
c a p a b l e of d e f e n c e — ( a p p l a u s e . ) E v e r y w h e r e c o m m u n i t i e s 
a r e b e g i n n i n g t o rea l i se t h a t t hey m a y d i c t a t e t h e d a y of 
t h e i r o w n d e l i v e r a n c e , a n d I a s k you w h o a r e so c lose ly c o n -
c e r n e d to s e e t o it t h a t you a r e d e l i v e r e d , a n d n e v e r t o for-
g e t t ha t t h o s e w h o w o u l d b e f r ee t h e m s e l v e s s h o u l d s t r i k e 
t h e b l o w — ( l o u d a p p l a u s e . ) — Western Independe?it. 

IRews of tbe flDovcment. 

Canada W a ' t e r R o e b u c k > S e c r e t a r y T o r o n t o 
S ing le T a x A s s o c i a t i o n , w r i t e s : — I t h a s 

b e e n gene ra l l y a c c e p t e d by social r e f o r m e r s t h a t " h a r d 
t i m e s " a r e t h e i r h a r v e s t s e a s o n , b u t w e in T o r o n t o h a v e 
f o u n d t h e p r e s e n t p e r i o d of so-ca l led " g o o d t i m e s " t h e 
m o s t p r o s p e r o u s in o u r h i s to ry . T h i s of c o u r s e d o e s n o t 
p r o v e t h a t h a r d t i m e s w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n m o r e p r o p i t i o u s 
for our work . 

A r e f o r m o rgan i s a t i on , w h a t e v e r its m e r i t , l ike a po l i t i ca l 
pa r ty d e p e n d s u p o n t h e m e n w h o l e a d itv I t is a very 
n o t i c a b l e f a c t t h a t w h e n t h e o l d m e n of a pa r ty d i e it gene r -
al ly b e c o m e s d e m o r a l i z e d a n d goes o u t of p o w e r . T h i s is 
a l so t h e c a s e with r e f o r m m o v e m e n t s , a n d u n l e s s t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s u n d e r l y i n g t h e a g i t a t i o n a r e suf f ic ien t ly s t r o n g t o 
ca r ry it o v e r t h e d e p r e s s i o n , a n d unt i l t h e y o u n g e r m e n h a v e 
g r o w n to t h e pos i t i on , t h e m o v e m e n t m a y en t i r e ly d r o p . 

S u c h h a s b e e n t h e h i s to ry of t h e S ing l e T a x in C a n a d a . 
S o m e e i g h t e e n yea r s ago t h e o l d A n t i - p o v e r t y Soc i e ty was 
flourishing in T o r o n t o . L a t e r w h e n t h e m o v e m e n t in t h e 
S t a t e s ,w i th G e o r g e a t its h e a d , b r o k e a w a y f r o m t h e " P o p u l i s t " 
a n d o t h e r pa r t i e s , a n d s t o o d a l o n e as t h e S ing l e T a x P a r t y 
t h e n a m e w a s c h a n g e d t o t h e S ing le T a x A s s o c i a t i o n . 

A n u m b e r of very e a r n e s t m e n were t h e n in t h e w o r k a n d 
g r e a t d e e d s w e r e d o n e . B u t o n e by o n e t h e y w e r e ca l l ed 
away . O n e lef t t h e c i ty ; a n o t h e r s e c u r e d a p o s i t i o n which 
o c c u p i e d all h i s t i m e ; a t h i r d was s h u t d o w n o n by his 
e m p l o y e r s ; a n d so they w e n t . 

B r a n c h e s h a d b e e n f o r m e d in t h e o t h e r c i t ies a n d t o w n s 
of th i s p r o v i n c e ( O n t a r i o ) , b u t o n e by o n e t h e y all w e n t t h e 
s a m e r o a d . T o r o n t o h o w e v e r m a i n t a i n e d its o r g a n i s a t i o n , 
a n d grea t c r e d i t is d u e to t h o s e b r a v e sp i r i t s w h o so n o b l y 
s t o o d t o g e t h e r t h r o u g h d i s c o u r a g e m e n t , j ee r s , a n d o p p o s i t i o n . 

B u t t h e r e w a r d has c o m e . T o r o n t o to -day h a s a n o rgan -
i sa t ion of t h r e e h u n d r e d m e m b e r s , a n d we e s t i m a t e t h e r e 
m u s t b e n e a r l y f o u r t h o u s a n d S ing l e T a x e r s in t h e c i ty 
a l o n e . 

W e a r e n o w rev iv ing t h e o t h e r c i t ies a n d towns . O u r 
s u c c e s s h a s a g a i n a r o u s e d t h e o l d spi r i t s t h a t a r e lef t . B u t 
w e a r e h a n d i c a p p e d . T h e d i s t a n c e s h e r e a r e so g r e a t a n d 
t h e ra i lway fa re is so h igh t h a t we f ind it h a r d t o k e e p as 
c lose ly in t o u c h wi th e a c h o t h e r a s we s h o u l d . T h i s w in t e r 
w e b r o u g h t L e e F . L y b a r g e r f r o m P h i l a d e l p h i a t o a d d r e s s 
o n e of o u r S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n m e e t i n g s in t h e O p e r a H o u s e . 
H e h a d t o t r ave l near ly f o u r h u n d r e d mi l e s t o g e t h e r e a n d 
as far b a c k aga in , his r a i l r o a d e x p e n s e s a l o n e a m o u n t i n g t o 
nea r ly sixty d o l l a r s ( £ 1 2 . ) W h i l e h e r e h e a l so l e c t u r e d in 
t h r e e o t h e r p laces , t r ave l l ing a n o t h e r two h u n d r e d a n d fifty 
o r t h r e e h u n d r e d mi l e s t o d o so. O u r l a rge c e n t r e s a r e far 

a p a r t a n d t h e i n t e r v e n i n g s p a c e is all s e t t l ed f a r m i n g c o u n t r y 
w h e r e it is i m p o s s i b l e to o rgan i se , as e a c h f a r m c o m p r i s e s 
o n e h u n d r e d acres , a n d t h e h o u s e s a r e a hal l o r a q u a r t e r of 
a mi l e a p a r t . 

D e s p i t e t h e s e obs tac les , t h e p rogress we a r e m a k i n g is 
i n d e e d g rea t . E v e r y win te r we r u n a ser ies of S u n d a y a f t e r -
n o o n l ec tu res in o n e of t h e o p e r a houses , a n d b r i n g t h e b e s t 
s p e a k e r s h e r e t h a t a r e t o be h a d o n t h e c o n t i n e n t . T h e s e 
m e e t i n g s cos t u s o n a a v e r a g e a b o u t e igh ty do l l a r s ( £ 1 6 ) 
a p i e c e . I n a d d i t i o n to t ha t we m a i n t a i n a n off ice o n o n e of 
t h e l e a d ing b u s i n e s s s t ree t s a n d p u b l i s h a m o n t h l y p a p e r , 
" T h e C a n a d i a n S ing l e T a x e r . " 

W e h a v e b e e n t o l d tha t we a re m a k i n g g r e a t e r p r o g r e s s 
h e r e t h a n is b e i n g m a d e a n y p l a c e on t h e C o n t i n e n t , a n d 
p e r h a p s we a re . T h e S t a t e of O h i o ( U . S . A . ) whe re T o m 
L . J o h n s o n , t h a t m a s t e r w o r k m a n , is fighting, m a y b e b e a t -
i ng u s ; a n d C h i c a g o ( U . S . A . ) w h e r e P o s t a n d M o n r o e a n d 
W h i t e a r e work ing , is a c lo se s e c o n d . N e w Y o r k C i ty , 
w h e r e H e n r y G e o r g e w o r k e d a n d d i e d , h a s s o m e fine m e n , 
a n d m u s t h a v e a n i m m e n s e l eaven of s ing le tax, b u t t h e i r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n d o e s n o t s eem s t rong . 

O n e of t h e m o s t p r o m i s i n g f e a t u r e s of o u r pos i t i on is t h e 
n u m b e r of y o u n g m e n we h a v e in t h e m o v e m e n t . T h i s 
m e a n s n o t on ly p r e s e n t work , b u t a l so f u t u r e g r e a t n e s s . 

O u r p r e s e n t ag i t a t i on is c e n t e r i n g a r o u n d a p r o p o s a l t o 
e x e m p t all dwe l l ings f rom t a x a t i o n t o t h e e x t e n t of $ 7 0 0 
(£140) of t he i r a s se s sed va lue . I t is p r o v i n g a ve ry p o p u l a r 
m o v e m e n t , a n d all t h e l a b o u r m e n a r e s u p p o r t i n g it. 

N e i t h e r t h e D o m i n i o n n o r t h e P r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t 
levies d i r e c t t axes in th i s p r o v i n c e . T h e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s d o 
it all , a n d they a r e b o u n d by t h e P r o v i n c i a l law to ra ise 
t h e i r r e v e n u e f r o m ce r t a in sou rce s . W e a r e t h e r e f o r e a s k i n g 
t h e P r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t t o g r a n t m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t h e o p t i o n 
of a d o p t i n g t h i s e x e m p t i o n . 

I n T o r o n t o it w o u l d h a v e t h e ef fec t of r a i s ing o u r tax 
r a t e f r o m 20 mil ls o n t h e do l l a r (2 pe r c e n t . ) t o 24 mi l l s o n 
t h e do l la r . ( L a n d , bu i ld ings , p e r s o n a l t y , e tc . , a r e all 
a s s e s s e d on the i r c ap i t a l i s ed va lue , a n d n o t o n t h e i r a n n n a l 
va lue) . T h a t w o u l d m e a n a n a d d i t i o n a l f ou r mills on t h e 
d o l l a r ( f p e r c e n t . ) o n t h e v a l u e of t h e l a n d , a n d t h e r e m a i n -
ing a s s e s s m e n t of t h e dwel l ings a n d o t h e r p r o p e r t y . I t 
w o u l d m e a n t h a t t h e v a c a n t l a n d a lone , w h i c h a m o u n t s t o 
$ 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ( ^ 1 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) w o u l d pay a n a d d i t i o n a l $ 2 8 , 0 0 0 
(£5,600) p e r a n n u m . I t w o u l d m e a n t h a t t h e m a n w h o 
h a d a h o u s e wor th $ 7 0 0 ( ^ 1 4 0 ) on a lot w o r t h $ 3 0 0 ( £ 6 0 ) 
w o u l d pay $ 1 2 (jQ2 8s.) less pe r a n n u m in t a x e s ; b u t a 
m a n wi th a h o u s e a n d lot wor th $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ( j Q 2 0 0 0 ) w o u l d 
pay $ 2 5 ( ^ 5 ) p e r a n n u m m o r e . All h o u s e s ( i n c l u d i n g t h e 
lo t ) wor th $ 4 5 0 0 ( ^ 9 0 0 ) o r less wou ld b e b e n e f i t e d , b u t al l 
o v e r t h a t a m o u n t w o u l d pay a n i n c r e a s e d tax . 

Y o u c a n easi ly s e e what a n i n c e n t i v e t h a t w o u l d b e t o 
t h e b u i l d e r of s m a l l houses , a n d h o w it w o u l d r e d u c e t h e 
p r i c e of b u i l d i n g lots . At t h e s a m e t i m e it will n o t b e a n 
i n j u s t i c e to t h e m a n with a l a rge h o u s e , fo r h e is n o t a b l y 
u n d e r - a s s e s s e d o n t h e plea t h a t his h o u s e w o u l d no t sell for 
w h a t it cos t . 

W e h a v e a t p r e s e n t a h o u s e f a m i n e in t h e ci ty, a n d th i s 
is t h e c u r e we a r e of fer ing . W e e s t i m a t e t h a t it will r e d u c e 
r e n t s o n a n a v e r a g e of $5 ( £ 1 ) per m o n t h , a n d save t h e 
c i t i zens of T o r o n t o a b o u t $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ( ^ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) pe r y e a r 
in l a n d a n d h o u s e r e n t . 

DO YOU WISH TO PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT? 

TH E Executive of the Scottish Single Tax League appeal to the 
Members to enlist New Subscribers, and to sympathisers who 

know and appreciate the work of the League to become Members. 
Annual Subscription, ... ... ... ... ... ... 

2 / 6 Secures membership of the League and a copy of " LAND 
VALUES," post free, for twelve months. 

5 / - Secures membership, " L A N D VALUES" for twelve months , 
and copies of Pamphlets and Leaflets published during the year! 
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TENETS OF THE SINGLE TAX. 
B y E . T . WEEKS. 

WE hold that the earth is the common heri tage of all men. 
T h a t apart f rom the earth men cannot l ive ; and that what-
ever h inders their access to the earth, increases to them the 
difficulty of living. W e assert tha t the very fact of birth 
gives to all men an equal and inalienable right to life ; and 
because men can exist only upon and from the earth, their 
c o m m o n heritage, it follows that all men have an equal and 
inalienable right to the use of t he earth. And we hold tha t 
whatever h u m a n laws or institutions deny and hinder their 
equal exercise of this right, deny, in effect, that all men are 
ent i t led to an equal opportunity to live, and thus deny their 
equal right to life. W e hold that private property in land, 
including all natural opportunit ies, by decreeing to a minoii ty 
of men the ownership of the earth, and compell ing the 
majori ty to give to these a part of the products of their 
labour for the mere privilege of using it, artificially increases 
to t he mult i tudes the difficulty of living ; infringes their 
equal right to the use of the earth ; deprives them of their 
right to an equal opportuni ty to live, and thus denies that 
all men have an equal right to life. A n d we hold therefore 
that private property in land, under which the minority may 
wholly exclude the majori ty from the earth, is violative of 
natural rights, and is wrong ; and that the human enact-
men t s which decree it should be abolished. 

W e assert that , in product ion, whatever unnaturally in-
creases the share of t he product given as rent unduly lessens 
the part remaining for wages and interest. Expressly assert-
ing the need for private possession of land, we declare that 
its private ownership is wholly injurious. T h a t , by enabling 
some to monopolize and keep out of use t he most valuable 
lands, it gives monopoly values to land, unnatural ly increases 
rent and the part of the product exacted as rent, and by 
compell ing labour to resort to lands of low productiveness, 
it lessens the returns of labour, decreases wages and hampers 
product ion . 

W e assert that land values are created solely by the 
presence of p o p u l a t i j n and the thrif t and progress of the 
communi ty . T h a t they arise with the coming of populat ion, 
grow with its growth, and shrink and even disappear with 
its decl ine. T h a t as a communi ty becomes more populous 
a n d needs greater revenues, its land values increase. And 
that , by the very law of its being, every communi ty creates, 
concuirent ly , a need for revenues and a fund , land values, 
f rom which this want may be satisfied. 

W e hold that to the producer belongs the things pro-
duced . T h a t land values being produced not by any 
individual, but by the presence and thrift of the communi ty , 
the s ame principle of justice which gives to the individual 
the product of his labour, ordains that this fund, land values, 
belongs to the communi ty , and should be taken for t he 
suppor t of the government . 

T o d o this, and to take away the substance of ownership 
in land, while securing the individual in the private pos-
session thereof, we propose to levy an annual tax on the 
rental or using value of land, irrespective of improvements , 
equal to the entire amount thereof, and tha t the result ing 
revenue be appor t ioned among the Federal , State, and local 
g o v e r n m e n t s ; and that all other revenue taxes b e abolished. 

W e hold tha t we would thus simplify a n d equalize taxa-
tion, cheapen its collection, and do away with perjury in 
relation thereto. W e assert that a tax on land values, unl ike 
o ther taxes, cannot be shif ted to the consumer . T h a t the 
tax we propose would compel every holder of land to con-
t r ibute annually to the c o m m o n welfare, the full value of 
the special privilege thus en joyed by him ; would destroy 
speculat ion in land by making it unprofi table to hold l and 
out of u s e ; would give capital and labour access to vast 
quant i t ies of land, including oil, coal, iron, and other mineral 
deposits, and make impossible the monopolizing of the 
original sources of supply ; would derive the revenues of 
government f rom the very f u n d which society itself c r ea t e s ; 
a n d since more than ninety per cent , of all land values are 

in u rban lands, franchises, and mineral deposits, it would 
remove from the farming and the wage-earning popula t ion 
the great burden of taxation, which, as the principal con-
sumers, now falls ult imately upon them. We assert that by 
abolishing all revenue taxss upon improvements , capital, 
labour, and the produc ts of labour, and giving access to 
lands now monopol ized and idle, it would st imulate invest-
ment , p romote industry and enterprise, raise wages, and 
bring about general and more equal prosperity. 

We are opposed to all forms of special pr iv i lege; we 
recognise the impor tance of the financial and other ques-
tions ; and we expressly declare that government ownership 
of t ransportat ion lines and public utilities is needed as a 
complemen t to this t a x ; but we hold that every improve-
ment in government , or other advance in material progress, 
simply increases the value of land, and, u n d e r private 
ownership of land, adds to the proport ion received by the 
landowner and decreases the proport ion of t he labourer. 
And, declaring that man 's relation to the earth is primary, 
we hold that t he adopt ion of the Single Tax as a means to 
secure to all the people their equal right to its use is a 
prerequisi te in order that they, and not a minority of t hem, 
may enjoy the material benefi ts to accrue f rom fur ther 
advances in government and even in civilization itself.— 
The Single Tax Review, New York, U.S.A. (Winter 
Number, January, 1904). 

Political Economis t s have insisted much on the small 
matters that affect the value of labour. By far the m o s t 
important is the mode in which the land is distributed. 
Wherever there is a free soil, labour maintains its value. 
Wherever the soil is in the h a n d s of a few proprietors, or 
tied u p by entails, l abour necessarily undergoes depreciat ion. 
In fact it is the disposition of the land that de te rmines the 
value of labour. If men could get the land to labour on , 
they would manufac tu re only for a remunera t ion tha t 
afforded more profit than G o d had a t t ached to the cultiva-
tion of the earth. Where they cannot get the land - to 
labour on, they are starved into working for a bare sub-
sistence. T h e r e is only one reason why the labour of 
England, I re land, and Scot land is of so little marke tab le 
value, and that reason is the present disposition of the soil. 
Were the soil disposed of according to the laws of equi ty , 
there cannot be the least doub t tha t the labour of t he 
labouring classes would at once rise to at least doub le its 
value.—Patrick Ediva>d Dove (1850). 
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PORTSMOUTH SINGLE T A X UNION. 

Annual Report. 
T h e past year has been one of quiet bu t solid work. I n 

t he early par t of t he year Mr. Ver inder paid a th ree days ' 
visit to the distr ict , speaking at P o r t s m o u t h a n d Southsea . 
T h e meet ings were fairly well a t t ended . A special meet ing 
was held on 25 /3 /03 to cons ider the suggest ions m a d e by 
Mr. Ver inder re the format ion of a b ranch of the Engl ish 
L e a g u e for t he Taxa t ion of L a n d Values . I t was agreed, 
af ter several discussions, to pos tpone the mat te r indefinitely. 
Viewed in t he light of later events, the c o m m i t t e e cons idered 
t h e course taken to be a wise one. A lec ture on " Ga rden 
Cit ies ," by Mr. H u t c h i n s , a n d a criticism of " Progress a n d 
Pover ty ," by the Rev. Mr. Garbut t , were a m o n g the meet-
ings he ld dur ing the year. Fu r the r lectures were ar ranged 
on Fiscal Reform, and the speakers were Mr. S. J . Sea ' , 
J . I rvine, E. J . T r o d d , a n d J . H . M 'Gu igan . A special 
lecture was given under the auspices of the U n i o n by the 
Pres ident of the local Conservat ive Associat ion on " Protec-
t ion." T h e i n c o m e for the year a m o u n t e d to . £ 9 18s. r d . ; 
expendi ture , £ 9 3s. s d . ; leaving a credit ba lance of 14s. 8d. 
T h e commi t t ee desire to call a t tent ion to t he good work 
d o n e by the Book Club . , £ 9 r7s. i o d . has been spen t in 
books dealing with political economy, most of the member s 
contr ibut ing only one penny per week for this purpose . 

J. H . M ' G U I G A N , President. 
E . J . T R O D D , Hon Secy. 

23 YEARS' INCREASE OF LAND VALUES IN THE 
PARISH OF FINCHLEY. 

A Finchley ra tepayer writes : — T h e following illustration 
of our present un jus t system of exempt ing land values f rom 
local taxation is drawn f rom t h e growth a n d improvement 
of the parish of Finchley within the last 23 years. I t shou ld 
be of the greatest interest to every ra tepayer in L o n d o n . 
T h e facts a n d figures are absolutely correct , and drawn f rom 
official sources. 

I n i 8 8 r t he ra teable value of F inchley was unde r 1 ,000 
per a n n u m , a n d of the land, apar t f rom bui ldings and im-
provements , it was approximate ly 2,000 per a n n u m . I n 
1904 t he ra teable value of t h e selfsame area is , £ 1 6 0 , 0 0 0 
per a n n u m , a n d rising at t he ra te of a b o u t , £ 1 0 , 0 0 0 a year. 
T h e un improved va lue—that is to say, t he site value of t h e 
l and in F inch ley—is es t imated at £ 2 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 . T a k i n g the 
value on a th ree per cent , basis, t he annua l value is 
, £72 ,000 . T h i s gives an increase in t he annua l value of 
, £ 6 0 , 0 0 0 in 23 years, or ^£2,600 per a n n u m . If we capitalise 
tha t £ 2 , 6 0 0 annua l increment of land revenue on a th ree 
per cent, basis, we shall get t h e annual capital increase of 
, £86 ,000 . A startl ing figure! But suppose we capitalise 
on a four per cent , basis, it gives an annua l capital increase of 
, £65 ,000 , or a total increase for t he 23 years of £ 1 , 4 9 5 , 0 0 0 . 

W h a t a startl ing fact, and what a relief to Finchley 's high 
rates (8s. 2d. in t he , £1 ) , if this £ 1 , 4 9 5 , 0 0 0 of heaven-
sent revenue had been t u rned into t he munic ipal purse 
ins tead of being given away ! I n that case F inch ley would 
probably not have borrowed tha t , £ 1 9 6 , 0 0 0 of local loans 
outs tanding, which is now cos t ing . £ 4 , 4 5 0 in interest a n d 
s inking fund . 

H e r e at o n c e is a munic ipa l loss of , £ 6 0 , 0 0 0 per a n n u m , 
but for which Finchley would have no rates. I enclose my 
card . 

All schemes for securing equali ty in t he condi t ions of 
m e n by placing the dis t r ibut ion of wealth in the h a n d s of 
gove rnmen t have the fatal defect of beg inn ing at t he wrong 
end . T h e y pre-suppose pu re g o v e r n m e n t ; but it is not 
government tha t makes s o c i e t y ; it is society that makes 
g o v e r n m e n t ; and until there is someth ing like substant ial 
equality in t he dis t r ibut ion of wealth, we canno t expect pure 
g o v e r n m e n t . — H e n r y George. 

" C o m e with m e , " said R icha rd Cobden , as J o h n Bright 
t u rned heart-stricken from a new-made grave. " T h e r e a re 
in Eng l and women and chi ldren dying with hunge r—wi th 
hunger m a d e by the laws. C o m e with me, and we will not 
rest unti l we repeal those laws." 

I n this spirit the free t rade movemen t waxed and grew, 
arousing an enthusiasm that no mere fiscal reform cou ld 
have a roused . A n d in t renched though it was by res t r ic ted 
suffrage and rot ten boroughs and aristocratic privilege, pro-
tect ion was overthrown in Great Britain. 

A n d there is hunger in Great Britain still, and women 
and chi ldren yet die of it. 

But this is not t he failure of free trade. W h e n protec t ion 
had been abolished and a revenue tariff subs t i tu ted for a 
protect ive tariff, free t rade had only won an outpost . T h a t 
women and chi ldren still die of hunger in Grea t Britain arises 
f rom the failure of the reformers to go on. F r ee t rade has 
not yet been tried in Great Britain. F ree t rade in its fullness 
and entirety would indeed abolish h u n g e r . — H e n r y George. 

P R O T E C T I O N OR F R E E T R A D E . — T h e p resent controversy 
on the Free T r a d e versus Protect ion issue recalls to m ind 
the famous book on that subject written by H e n r y George 
some 20 years ago. T h e Leagues for t he Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values have just re-issued this work at half-price, 6d. I t is 
c la imed to be a complete reply to Mr. Chamber la in ' s 
Tariff Proposals, a n d that close upon two million copies 
have already been circulated. T h e sub-title of the b o o k — 
" An examinat ion of the tariff quest ion with special regard 
to t he interests of labour "—is well sustained th roughout 
t he whole 356 pages of very readable type. T h e first half 
is devoted mainly to an examinat ion of Pro tec t ion in all its 
aspects from the s tandpoint of bo t tom economic principles. 
T h e latter part of the book claims that we in this count ry 
have not yet realised Free Trade , that R icha rd C o b d e n 
merely won an outpost , and tha t his policy carried to a 
logical conclusion involves t he comple te f r eedom of t r ade 
f rom the bu rden of taxation. T h e taxes necessary for t h e 
ma in tenance of government ought in the Georgian view to 
c o m e from the value that land acquires owing to t h e 
presence and necessities of the people. T h i s association of 
the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values with the F i e e T r a d e issue 
puts the quest ion in qui te a new and interest ing light. T h e 
book , which is well worth perusal at this t ime, can be h a d 
th rough the booksellers and at the publishing offices, 13 
D u n d a s Street, G l a s g o w j and at 376-7 S t rand, L o n d o n , 
W.C.—Pais l ey Express. 

Religion a n d exper ience alike teach us that the highest 
good of each is to be sought in t he good of others ; that t he 
t rue interests of m e n are harmonious , no t an t agon i s t i c ; 
that prosperi ty is t he daughter of good will and p e a c e ; a n d 
that want and destruct ion follow enmity and strife. T h e 
protect ive theory, on the other hand, implies the opposi t ion 
of nat ional in te res t s ; that t he gain of one people is the loss 
of o t h e r s ; that each must seek its own good by cons tant 
efforts to get advantage over others and to prevent o thers 
f rom getting advantage over it. I t makes of nat ions rivals 
ins tead of co-operators ; it inculcates a warfare of restr ict ions 
and prohibi t ions a n d searchings and seizures, which differs 
in weapons, bu t not in spirit, f rom that warfare which sinks 
ships and burns cities. Can we imagine the nat ions bea t ing 
their swords into plowshares and their spears in to p run ing 
hooks and yet mainta ining hostile tariffs. N o mat te r whether 
he call himself Chris t ian or Deist, or Agnost ic or Atheist, who 
can look about him without seeing that want a n d suffering flow 
inevitably from selfishness, a n d that in any communi ty t he 
golden rule which teaches us to regard the interests of 
o thers as carefully as our own would br ing not only peace 
but plenty ? Can it be that what is t rue of individuals 
ceases to be t rue of na t ions—that in one sphere the law of 
prosperi ty is the law of l o v e ; in the o ther that of strife ? 
O n the contrary, universal history testifies tha t poverty, 
degradat ion and enslavement are the inevitable results of 
that spirit which leads nat ions to regard each other as rivals 
a n d e n e m i e s . — H e n r y George. 



May, 1904. Land Values. i 9 5 

Just Published. 

THE LIBERAL LEADER 
ON THK 

TAXATION OF LAND VALUES. 
C o n t a i n i n g R e f e r e n c e s m a d e t o t h e Q u e s t i o n by Sir HENRY 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN in r e c e n t s p e e c h e s a t K e i g h l e y , 
L e e d s , H o u s e of C o m m o n s , B o l t o n , N e w p o r t , a n d G l a s g o w . 

By P o s t , O n e H a l f p e n n y ; 2/ p e r 100. A p p l y " LAND 

VALUES," 13 D u n d a s S t ree t , G lasgow. 

SPECIAL OFFER TO OUR READERS. 
To be had only from 

LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT, 
13 DUNDAS 8TRECT, GLASGOW; 

AND 

ENGLISH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES, 
376-77 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 

O R I G I N A L LIBRARY E D I T I O N . 

Progress a n d Pover ty . 
B y HENRY GEORGE. 

Published Price, 7/6. Offered at 2/10, Post Free. 
(Only 50 Copies left). 

O R I G I N A L LIBRARY EDITION. 

S o c i a l P r o b l e m s . 
By HENRY GEORGE. 

THE BEST BOOK FOR BEGINNERS. 

Published Price, 5/. Offered at 2/3, Post Free. 

T h e C o n d i t i o n o f Labour . 
An Open L e t t e r t o t h e l a t e Pope . 

By HENRY GEORGE. 
Original Edition. Published Price, 2/6. Offered at 1/6, Post Free. 

HENRY GEORGE'S LAST GREAT W O R K ^ 

T h e Sc ience o f Po l i t i ca l E c o n o m y 
6/ , Post Free. 

A Perp lexed Phi losopher . 
Being an Examination of Mr. Heibert Spencer's various utterances 

on the Land Question, together with some incidental reference to his 
Synthetic Philosophy. 

By HENRY GEORGE. 
Paper Covers, 1/ ; Red Cloch, 1/6, Post Free. 

Li fe o f H e n r y George . 
B y h i s SON. 

(A worthy record of a noble life). 
Original Edition. Offered at 6 / , Post Free. 

Six C e n t u r i e s o f W o r k & W a g e s . 
A History of English Labour. 

By P r o f e s s o r J . E. THOROLD ROGERS, M.P. 
" One of the most important of economic books "—Contemporary 

Review. 
Published Price, 10/6.. Offered at 5/, Post Free. 

History of the English Landed Interest . 
By RUSSELL M. GARNIER. 

Published Price, 1(1/6; Offered at 5/, Post Free. 

T o w a r d t h e L i g h t . 
Elementary Studies in Ethics and Economies. 

By L. H. BERENS. 
" It seems to me the ablest and most effective work in support of the 

taxation of land values that has appeared since the death of Henry 
George."—J. H. On L A R D in The Public. 

2/6 , Post Free. 

T h e E a r t h f o r Al l C a l e n d a r . 
C o m p i l e d b y ERNEST CROSBY. 

Containing over 350 extracts from classical writers on the rights of 
man to the use ot the earth. 

Paper 1/ ; Cloth, 2/, Post Free. 
A WELCOME GIFT TO ANY LAND REFORMER. 

Fields, Fac to r ies , & Workshops . 
By P. KRAPOTKIN. 

Demy 8vo, Cloth, Illustrated. Post Free, 2 /3 . 
" No one can read the book without having his faith in the bene-

ficence of the Power that orders all things deepened and strengthened." 
-San Francisco Star. 

T h e S t o r y o f m y D i c t a t o r s h i p . 
A 1 adc Mecum on t h e Land Q u e s t i o n . 

Cloth Edition, Fost Free, 2 /3 . 
" As a means for propaganda work the book is invaluable, and should 

be in the hands of every Land Reformer who is anxious to spread the 
light."—The Beacon. 

R E D CLOTI I E D I T I O N . 

Complete Set Henry George's Chief Works:— 

P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . 
S O C I A L P R O B L E M S . 
P R O T E C T I O N O R F R E E T R A D E 
C O N D I T I O N O F L A B O U R . 
A P E R P L E X E D P H I L O S O P H E R . 

5/6 
Post Free. 

Mr. Herbert Spencer and the Land Restoration 
League. 

Correspondence l>elween Mr. Spencer and the General Secretaiy 
of the League in August, September, and October, 1804. 

Mr. Herbert Spencer on the Land Question. 
Being a reprint (by permission) of Chapter IX. of "Social Statics' 
(1851), together with certain Extracts from " J u s t i c e " (1891). 

Id. Each ; Post Free, l$d. each ; 5/ per 100, Carriage forward. 

STUDY THE QUESTION YOURSELF. 

R E A D 

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE. 
BY 

H E N R Y G E O R G E . 
" Singularly clear and successful . . . . in bringing to light the 

fallacies that lurk under more than one popular cry."—Athenceum. 

SPECIAL REPRINT. AUTHORISED EDITION. 
360 P a g e s . L a r g e P r in t . 

H A L F - P R I C E , 6d. H A L F - P R I C E . 
(Ot all Booksellers and Bookstalls.) 



i96 Land Values. May, 1904. 

OPTICAL LANTERNS AND SLIDES f o r S a l e or H i re . 
C o m p r e s s e d O x y g e n i n C y l i n d e r s , R e g u l a t o r s , J e t s , &c. E v e r y t h i n g U p - t o - D a t e . 

B E S T C O L O U R E D S L I D E S , H i r e d a t 6d. p e r D o z . p e r N i g h t . 

SPECIAL ITE .— H I G H - C L A S S L A N T E R N O U T F I T S FOR L E C T U R E S . 
A p p a r a t u s a n d S k i l l e d O p e r a t o r s S u p p l i e d f o r i l l u s t r a t i n g L e c t u r e s o f a l l k i n d s . 

SPLENDID SELECTION OF SCOTCH AND IRISH SLIDES. CATALOGUES FREE. 

W. A. C. SMITH, Optical Lantern and Camera Manufacturer, . . 
51 a n d 5 3 D U N D A S S T R E E T , GLASGOW. 

Don ' t s igh a n d c r y w i t h t e a r f u l eye, 
You must pay Rent u n t i l you die, 

O r t r y 

OUR METHOD, 
Y O U N O W P A Y an amount in R E N T which, if applied to the purchase of your house, would return interest and principal in a few years. 

W E E N A B L E YOU TO B U Y by advancing the money which is repayable by instalments diminishing to a vanishing point . 

T H E N YOU S I T R E N T F R E E , independent , and with a provision for old age. 

L A Y T H E F O U N D A T I O N N O W — s e n d Pos t C a r d — w e do the rest. I t costs nothing for information. 

W E MEAN B U S I N E S S , and therefore invite inquiry in every way as to security and reliability. W e can stand inquiry. 

DON'T W R I T E , unless you are interested. 

THOS. MORROW, District Manager, " British Homes" Corporation, 
41 St. Vincent Place, GLASGOW. 

flirt in Cea making. Special 
Value, 
1/10 
T E A . 

'GAVIN, - W 

THE teapot should be hot and dry. T h e 
water should not have boiled for more 
than a minute. Fatal to flavour is the 
habit of letting the water boil half-an-
hour or so before breakfast time, then 
sett ing it back and al lowing it to boil up 
again for the Tea . In this way it becomes 
stale and sodden, and unable to extract 
the proper flavour of the T e a ; the water 
loses its natural aeration, a valuable 
quality by which we benefit. 

Cash Grocer and Provision Merchant, 
2 4 0 & 4 2 6 ST. GEORGE'S ROAD 

AND 

8 5 RAEBERRY S T R E E T , 
GLASGOW. 

D e l i c i o u s ' - T i t - b i t " f o r T e a — 

BOILED WILTSHIRE BACON. 

T O A D V E R T I S E R S . 
W e have N O W A S T E C O P I E S . All our " r e t u r n s " are 

regularly distributed at Political, Li terary . Social Reform, and 
other Publ ic Meetings. " LAND VALUES " finds a place in the 
Public Libraries and Reading Rooms, and in Social and Reform 
circles in the cities and towns throughout Britain, in all British 
Colonies, and in the United Sta tes of America. 

Land Reform versus Protection. 
B y C H A R L E S T R E V E L Y A N , M . P . 

Reprinted from the Independent Review, with the 
permission of the Editor. 

O n e P e n n y , P o s t F r e e l i d . ; 5 / p e r 100, C a r r i a g e f o r w a r d , 
F R O M 

L A N D V A L U E S P U B L I C A T I O N D E P A R T M E N T , 
13 D U N D A S STREET, G L A S G O W ; AND 

376-77 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 

KEEP POSTED. 

CANADA IS FIGHTING FOR SINGLE TAX 
TORONTO IS THE STORM CENTRE. 

READ THE CANADIAN SINGLE TAXER, 
Official Organ of the Canadian Single Taxers . 
5 0 C e n t s p e r a n n u m . 
2 5 C e n t s in C l u b s of t e n o r m o r e . 
Sample Copy Free . 

P u b l i s h e d M o n t h l y a t 155 B A Y S T R E E T , 
T O R O N T O , C A N A D A . 

B U Y T H E 

SCOTTISH PATRIOT. 
T h e G r e a t N a t i o n a l M o n t h l y . 

Price a d . a t all Newsagents , or 3 s . per annum, post tree. 

O f f i c e i 8 3 J A M A I C A S T R E E T , G L A S G O W . 

Bright Inspiring Heading. Printed on Art Paper. Beautiful Illustrations. 

Published for the Proprietor, by JOHN PAUL, 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow ; and 
FRED. VERINDER, 876-7 Strand, London, W.C ; and Printed by JOHN 
CLLDER Si Co., 126 Renfield Street, Glasgow. — Hay, 190U 




